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jl  feline  installation 
ends  town’s  long  wait 
for  water  service 


For  the  first  time,  the  all-black  hamlet 
of  Ironton,  La.,  located  25  miles  from 
New  Orleans,  is  enjoying  what  few 
people  in  the  United  States  would  term  a 
luxury:  running  water. 

Leading  the  vanguard  to  get  piped 
water  to  the  town  of  £40  was  Ron  Chisom, 
an  active  United  Methodist  layman  and 
one  of  some  20  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Service  (UMVS)  workers 
whose  ministry  is  enabled  by  the  annual 
Human  Relations  Day  offering. 

The  Ironton  development  resulted 
from  an  unanimous  vote  last  spring  by 
the  Plaquemines  Parish  Commission 
Council.  The  key  to  gaining  approval, 
Chisom  noted,  “was  that  all  towns  in  the 
parish  support  the  effort.  The  people  of 
the  other  communities  weren’t  selfish. 
They  realized  the  importance  of  the  issue 
and  rallied  behind  .  .  .  Ironton.  It  was  a 
people’s  victory." 

Installation  of  the  mile-long  pipeline 
extension  was  completed  this  fall.  The 
campaign  to  acquire  the  water  service 
was  conducted  by  the  Fisherman  and 
concerned  Citizen  Association  (FCCA), 
which  Chisom  directs. 

Ironton  was  founded  in  the  late  1800s. 
For  nearly  a  century  water  was 
delivered  by  parish  trucks  and  stored  in 
large,  primitive  outdoor  tanks  and 
cisterns. 


"The  tanks  presented  serious  health 
problems  —  the  major  one  being 
contaminated  water,’’  Bill  Quigley, 
FCCA  attorney,  said.  "We  had  numerous 
complaints  concerning  the  general 
quality  and  cleanliness  of  the  water.  The 
tanks  can  hold  only  so  much.  If  the 
people  ran  out  before  the  next  delivery, 
they  had  another  problem.” 

One-third  of  the  $365,000  project  costs 
was  jointly  paid  by  the  La.  Power  and 
Light  Company  and  the  La  Citrus  Lands 
Corporation,  which  owned  property 
through  which  the  pipe  was  placed. 
Remaining  funds  came  from 
Plaquemines  Parish. 

A  12-year  veteran  of  community 
organizing,  Chisom  also  works  with 
another  UMVS  program,  the  Treme 
Community  Improvement  Association. 
He  describes  his  role  as  one  of 
"developing  community  resources"  and 
says  that  he  is  “trying  to  implement  a 
training  institute  somewhere  in  the  South 
for  organizers  and  future  leaders  of  the 
black  community.” 

Forty-five  percent  of  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering,  received  in 
United  Methodist  congregations  on 
March  1,  1981,  goes  toward  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Service  projects. 


The  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  held  an  organizational  meeting  to 
deal  with  a  busy  agenda  and  to  make  certain  that  new  members  of  the  Board 
understood  their  tasks  and  the  method  by  which  the  Board  operates.  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  chairperson,  presided.  Pleasant  Sibley  is  shown  giving  the 
report  of  the  Coordinator  of  Youth  Ministries,  then,  1.  to  r.  are  John  Lee, 
Samuel  Walker,  Marilyn  Vassier,  Clytie  Perry,  Kirby  Vining,  James 
McLelland,  Sale  Lilly,  Dwight  Ramsey,  Gladys  Haley,  Harvey  Williamson, 
William  Eubanks,  Kathi  Finnell,  and  Donald  Avery. 

Spanish  ministry- 
in  New  Orleans 


By  JUAN  SANFIEL 

In  one  of  the  pastor’s  meetings,  I  got 
the  following  question:  “Brother 
Sanfiel,  how  is  OUR  Spanish  Ministry  in 
New  Orleans?”  I  answered,  “Brother, 
OUR  ministry  is  doing  well."  His 
question  made  me  feel  as  though  all  of 
the  United  Methodists  in  the' Louisiana 
Conference  consider  the  Spanish 
Ministry  as  their  Advance.  Today,  we 
would  like  to  say  from  the  bottom  of  our 
hearts,  “Thank  you  all  who  in  some  way 
support  us.” 

What  was  done  in  1980:  This  was  a 
beautiful  year.  My  wife  and  I  worked  as  a 
team,  and  with  the  help  of  God  and  some 
brothers  and  sisters,  we  added  28  new 
members  who  accepted  Christ  as  their 
personal  Savior  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  as  their  church.  At  the  present 
time  we  have  a  congregation  of  more 


than  100  families  who  have  visited  the 
Worship  Services  more  than  once.  The 
attendance  average  for  Sunday  morning 
services  is  50  and  for  the  Mid-Week  Bible 
Study  and  Service  is  16.  We  also  hav£  a 
radio  program  on  Sunday  mornings  fTom 
10:00  to  10:30  a.m.  We  continue  to  offer 
transportation  service  to  the  Spanish 
community  for  church,  doctor  appoint¬ 
ments,  etc.,  as  well  as  translation 
services. 

At  the  last  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  we  were  designated  as 
Coordinators  for  the  Cuban  Refugee 
Program  in  the  Conference.  We  kept 
trying  by  phone,  mail,  and  personal 
contacts  to  interest  local  churches  in  the 
sponsorship  program.  At  the  present 
time,  three  of  the  nine  Districts  of  the 
Conference  have  sponsored  a  total  of  33 
Cuban  refugees.  The  first  church  to 
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iff  Colson ,  Cash 
hold  Angola 
Crusade 


United  Methodist  Voluntary  Service  (UMVS)  worker  Ron  Chisom 
shares  a  laugh  with  a  friend.  Mr.  Chisom  was  instrumental  in  help¬ 
ing  the  hamlet  of  Ironton  receive  running  water. 

Charge  conference 
highlights 


Ed  Note:  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District 
sent  a  brief  outline  of  the  highlights  of  his 
round  at  Charge  Conferences  this  Fall. 
Even  though  all  the  churches  are  from 
the  same  district,  we  thought  that  they 
are  fairly  typical  of  some  of  the  things 
that  are  going  on  in  churches  over  the 
state,  and  that  you  will  be  interested  in 
reading  about  them.) 

WYNN  —  The  church  paid  $300.00  over 
on  the  Pension-Crusade  Fund  .  .  . 
accepting  all  1981  Askings  .  .  . 
organized  with  the  new  Adminis¬ 
trative  Council 

ST.  JAMES-ROUND  GROVE:  Prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  by  St.  James  for 
the  117th  Anniversary  celebration. 
Recommended  recertification  for  5 
Lay-Speakers. 

FAIRFIELD-JEWELLA:  Fairfield  Day 
Care  Center  continues  to  meet  the 
needs_*of--uiorking  parents,  crossing 
racial  and  denominational  lines. 
Jewella  plans  paintings  of  church 
building. 

PLEASANT  HILL-MITCHELL-PELI- 
CAN:  Pelican  begins  additional  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes,  and  has  organized 
a  children’s  choir.  Children’s  Sermon 
added  to  all  services.  Mitchell  is  pur¬ 
chasing  additional  church  property. 
ROSA-TAYLOR  CHAPEL-HASKINGS 
CHAPEL:  We  officially  welcomed 
these  three  churches  to  the  Shreve¬ 
port  Dist.  from  the  Alexandria  Dist. 
Haskings  Chapel  will  celebrate  their 
72nd  Anniversary  this  month. 
ZWOLLE-CONVERSE-NOBLE:  Zwolle 
church  approves  a  new  “Five  Year 
Plan  for  Church  Growth.”  Successful 
revival  held  in  September  ...  at¬ 
tendance  increases  at  Converse. 
BLANCH  ARD-BELCHER:  Preaching 
Mission  held  at  Belcher  .  .  .  Lay 
Witness  Mission  conducted  at 
Blanchard.  Planning  Retreat  held  at 
Caney  Lake  .  .  .  Evangelism  goals  set 
by  both  churches. 

COUSHATTA-WESLEY  CHAPEL: 
Coushatta  completes  extensive 
remodelling  of  educational  facilities. 
Wesley  Chapel  reports  all  financial 
obligations  paid  in  full. 

ST.  PAUL:  Congregation  provided  a 
questionnaire  seeking  to  determine 
the  needs  of  the  church. 

ST.  STEPHENS:  Conference  begamwith 
questionnaire  about  “Methodism  .  .  . 

answer  to  this  emergency  was  First 
United  Methodist  in  New  Orleans,  and  in 
a  short  time  the  following  churches 
answered  to  the  need  of  the  Cuban 
refugees  and  sponsored  families:  First 
United  Methodist  Church  Spanish 
Ministry,  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church,  Ravne  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Slidell  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  The  Church  of  the 
Arcadia  who  is  involved  in  a  partial 
sponsorship  program. 

Actually,  22  of  the  Cuban  refugees  are 
under  our  pastoral  care.  Twelve  of  them 
are  now  members  of  our  church.  Their 
children  are  studying  and  learning 
English  and  the  adults  are  working  hard. 
98%  of  them  are  now  self-sufficient. 


paving  of  parking  lot  completed 
goal  of  75  new  members  set  for 
Evangelism  emphasis. 

HOSSTON-GILLIAM-IDA:  New  pastor 
welcomed  ...  all  churches  report 
good  finances  and  a  new'  Wednesday 
night  Bible  Study  inaugurated  for  the 
Charge. 

MOORINGSPORT-OIL  CITY:  Moor- 
ingsport  reports  50  new  members 
added  to  the  rolls  .  .  .  remodelling  of 
Sanctuary  approved.  Oil  City  re¬ 
models  kitchen  .  .  both  churches  re¬ 
ported  good  finances  for  the  year. 

GREENWOOD-BETHANY:  Both 

churches  planned  emphasis  on 
Evangelism  and  Outreach. 
Greenwood  celebrated  Pioneer 
Sunday  in  keeping  with  the  town’s 
heritage. 

CADDO  HEIGHTS-KEITHVILLE : 
Caddo  Heights  reports  active  Council 
on  Ministries  and  secures-sepviees  of 
Church  Careers  student.  Keithville 
reports  increase  in  membership. 

PLAIN  DEALING  -  WALKERS 
CHAPEL:  Both  churches  reported 
good  revivals.  Plain  Dealing  had 
Planning  Retreat  at  Caney  Lake  in 
October. 

MANY-BAYOU  SCIE:  Bayou  Scie  plans 
building  program.  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  at  both  churches  reported 
various  activities. 

LOGANSPORT-BETHEL:  Bethel  begins 
Bible  Study  .  .  .  attendance  continues 
to  be  good.  Logansport  installs  new 
pipe  organ  .  .  .  employs  Seminary 
Student  from  Perkins,  as  summer 
assistant. 

LOVE  CHAPEL-HAUGHTON:  Haugh- 
ton  celebrates  95th  Anniversary  with 
festivities  and  rededication.  Love 
Chapel  attains  fulfillment  of  11  goals, 
with  increases  in  church  school  and 
church  attendance.  Reports  best 
year,  financially. 
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The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Munholland  participated 
in  a  three  session  study  of  the  Parables.  Rev.  Dick  Scott- 
Welch,  Associate  Minister  was  the  leader.  He  is  shown 
leading  the  class  in  one  of  the  sessions. 


‘‘Praise  the  Pori 
with  the  souni 
of  trumpet ...  ’ 


Report  from  the 
Director  of 
Special  Ministries 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Con¬ 
ference  Director  of  Special  Minis¬ 
tries.  attended  a  three  day  workshop 
on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
sponsored  by  Black  Methodist  for 
church  renewal  at  Seaman’s  Church 
Institute  in  New  York  City  recently. 
Fifty  persons  from  the  conferences 
across  the  denomination  w'ere 
effectively  and  impressively  guided 
through  the  well  organized  program 
which  included  group  sessions  and 
cross  conference  sessions  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry, 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
and  the  section  on  Communications 
The  Louisiana  Conference  is  w’ell 
ahead  of  the  other  seventy-tw'o 
annual  conferences  in  having  an 
appointed  director  for  this  program 
emphasis. 


By  KATIE  THEUS 
Town, Talk  Religion  Writer 

“I’m  just  an  old  chunk  of  coal .  .  . 

“But  I’m  gonna  be  a  diamond  some 
day !  ’  ’  Crooned  the  singer. 

His  teeth  flashed  that  familiar  smile 
w'hile  large,  tragic  eyes  penetratingly  in 
to  the  faces  of  the  blue-jean-clad  men 
confined  behind  chain-linked  fences.  His 
glance  reflected  knowledge  gained  by 
black  experience. 

Johnny  Cash,  clad  in  funeral  black  and 
singing  chain  gang  songs,  and  Chuck 
Colson,  repeating  the  lessons  he  learned 
from  the  Watergate  years  and  his  two- 
year  stint  in  the  federal  slammer,  took 
time  off  recently  to  tell  prisoners  in  La. 
State  Penitentiary,  Angola,  with  Jesus 
they  can  become  "diamonds  someday.” 

Nothing  less  will  do  it,  they  said. 
Nothing  less  will  turn  the  entire  penal 
system  up  side  down  but  the  redeemed 
love  of  Christ. 

Penal  reform  is  Colson’s  goal.  It  is  one 
which  can  only  be  achieved  by  dedication 
and  sacrifice.  To  prove  the  point,  Cash 
and  Colson,  an  eight-piece  band  and  a 
six-member  crew  came  to  La.  at  their 
own  expense  —  the  first  phase  in  a 
rehabilitation  thrust  to  be  developed  in 
Angola,  the  nation’s  second  largest  state 
prison. 

"The  don’t  pay  too  well  in  La.  for 
prison  concerts,"  Cash  told  the  3,000 
prisoners  seated  in  the  rodeo  arena  at 
Angola.  “So  you  know  we’ve  got  to  be 
here  because  w'e  care.” 

Cash’s  famous  literics  stashed 
"Folsum  Prison,"  "Ring  of  Fire,” 
"Doing  My  Time,”  "Ghost  Riders,”  "I 
Got  Jesus  In  My  Soul”  —  articulated  with 
emphatic  courage  the  universal 
loneliness  of  convicts. 

And  the  message  didn’t  go  unappre¬ 
ciated.  While  feet  tapped  to  the  driving 
rhythm,  men  clapped,  waved  and 
hollared  as  if  in  conversation  with  the 
country  and  western  idol. 

Colson’t  vehicle  for  reform  isn’t 
particularly  elaborate.  But  that  it  has 
been  endorsed  by  state  officials  at  all  is 
amazing.  Prison  Fellowship,  the 
volunteer  Christian  ministry  organized 
by  Colson,  holds  bi-monthly  seminars  in 
target  prisons  —  a  process  Colson  hopes 
will  change  prisons  by  changing 
prisoners. 

After  a  few'  months  of  meetings,  his 
organization  selects  key  inmates  having 
only  two  or  three  years  left  to  serve.  It 
sends  them  to  Washington  for  a  year  of 
Christian  fellowship  and  training  and  to 
lobby  in  Congress  for  prison  reform,  then 
returns  them  to  finish  their  “time"  as 


witnesses  for  Christ. 

Colson  is  determined  Angola  will 
receive  a  major  thrust  in  the  next  few 
years.  And  he  has  the  support  of 
Governor  Dave  Treen,  Secretary  of 
Corrections,  C.  Paul  Phelps  and  Angola 
Warden,  Frank  Blackburn,  himself  and 
ordained  United  Methodist  minister. 

Phelps  and  Blackburn  have  in  five 
years  transformed  Angola  from  one 
reputed  to  be  among  the  bloodiest,  most 
inhuman  institution  in  America  to  one 
which  has  been  termed  by  Angola’s 
award-winning  independent  publication, 
"The  Angolist,”  as  "the  most  secure  and 
safest  prison  in  the  nation." 

"I  bet  you  are  wondering  what  brings 
men  like  me  and  Johnny  Cash  to  a  place 
like  this.  Have  we  got  some  con,  some 
scam  to  make  money?” 

Colson  said  shortly  before  he  was 
released  from  prison  and  after  his 
religious  conversion,  a  “black  dude 
named  Archie”  yelled  across  40  men  in  a 
common  room,  “hey  Colson,  what  are 
you  going  to  do  for  us  when  you  get  out?  ” 
When  President  Richard  Nixon’s 
former  chief  counsel  promised  help, 
Archie  replied,  “Aw  bull!  Big  shots 
like  you  go  to  prison  and  get  out  and 
forget  guys  like  us.” 

But  Colson  said  that  he  was  unable  to 
forget  Archie  and  the  hungry 
demoralized  men  like  him  confined  to  the 
nation’s  prisons. 

Since  his  first  effort  only  three  years 
ago  when  Colson  took  10  men  and  2 
w'omen  —  six  black  and  six  white  —  to 
Washington,  the  ex-con  has  trained  300 
murderers,  rapists  and  thieves  without 
one  incident  “except  the  men 
occasionally  stay  up  too  late  singing 
hymns,”  Colson  said. 

"It  is  the  beginning  of  hope  —  that 
people  are  human,  not  numbers  to  be 
banished,"  Colson  told  the  crowd  over 
roars  of  applause. 

Colson  said  that  600  volunteers  now 
work  with  his  organization  nation-wide. 
He  called  Phelps  the  most  important 
state  corrections  commissioner  in  the 
United  States.  He  said  Prison  Fellowship 
is  trying  to  locate  a  state  coordinator  for 
the  La.  ministry,  "preferably  a  man  who 
has  served  time.” 

Colson  is  receiving  assistance  from  La. 
Interchurch  Conference,  an  ecumenical 
organization  with  22  member 
denominations.  All  costs  of  the  ministry 
are  funded  by  voluntary  contributions. 

Colson  urged  the  prisoners  not  to  feel 
powerless  because  God  understands  and 
answers  prayers  and  others  are  working 
in  their  behalf. 


Jane  Morris  (center)  is  probably  the  person  you  talk  with  if  you  call 
Cokesbury  in  Dallas  about  curriculum.  Morris  is  seen  above  while  attending 
a  United  Methodist  Curriculum  training  seminar  at  the  corporate  quarters 
in  Nashville.  Others  in  the  picture  are  Roz  Gebhard  (left),  Park  Ridge,  Ill. 
and  Barbara  Nichols,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Curriculum  materials 

) 

If  you  want  to  order 


When  United  Methodists  call  the 
Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center  in 
Dallas,  wanting  information  about  UM 
curriculum  materials,  they  will  probably 
talk  to  Jane  Morris.  She  is  regional 
curriculum  supervisor. 

Morris  recently  attended  a  United 
Methodist  Curriculum  training  seminar 
at  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  headquarters  in  Nashville. 
Cokesbury  is  the  retail  sales  division  of 
the  publishing  house.  At  the  seminar. 
Morris  had  the  opportunity  to  watch 
curriculum  being  written,  designed, 
printed,  promoted,  and  mailed.  She  also 
met  others  from  around  the  country  who 
respond  to  the  curriculum  needs  of 
Cokesbury  customers 

"The  event  was  excellent,"  Morris 


said  "I  gained  a  great  deal  of  knowledge 
which  helps  me  better  to  understand  the 
curriculum  process.  This  knowledge  will 
aid  me  greatly  when  helping  local 
church  teachers  and  pastors.  I  also  had  a 
chance  to  meet  face-to-face  people  I  have 
talked  with  over  the  phone  and  with 
whom  I  work  on  a  regular  basis.” 

Morris  is  an  active  United  Methodist. 
She  is  a  member  of  Ridgewood  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  she 
teaches  first  and  second  graders,  is 
Curriculum  Resources  secretary,  is  a 
UMW  circle  leader  and  served  on  the 
library  committee  and  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  of  her  church. 

Jane  Morris  may  be  reached  bv  calling 
214/748-8711. 
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Editorial 

UMs  may  have  learned  in  1980  to 
deal  constructively  with  pluralism 


Within  the  life  of  United  Methodism, 
circa  1980,  one  quiet  hope  has  emerged. 
It  is  that  perhaps  United  Methodists  have 
begun  to  turn  a  significant  corner  in  our 
capability  to  work  together  as  God's  servants 
of  reconciliation  in  a  pluralistic  world 
during  the  1980s. 

Recurring  signs  throughout  this  year 
give  evidence  that  many  United  Method- 
■sts  have  begun  to  feel  more  comfortable 
than  before  with  the  fact  that  members 
of  the  church  do  not  always  agree  with 
one  another.  We  have  formally  acknowl¬ 
edged  since  1972  that  we  are  a  pluralistic 
body  of  believers.  However,  our  frequent 
misunderstandings  about  what  that 
pluralism  means  have  kept  many  members 
skeptical  about  our  ability  to  function 
with  any  degree  of  common  purpose. 

Hints  that  perhaps  we  are  beginning  to 
know  how  to  cope  with  our  pluralism 
came  as  an  unexpected  by-product  of  the 
1980  General  Conference.  The  1,000 
delegates  calmly  and  rationally  dealt 
with  legislation  that  in  previous  years 
would  have  created  strife  and  dissention. 
Even  potentially  emotional  issues  such 
as  homosexuality  and  designated  giving 
were  debated  and  resolved  in  a  spirit  of 
respect  and  good  will,  with  only 
minimum  amounts  of  negative  fallout. 

There  emerged  from  General  Confer¬ 
ence  something  of  a  consensus  about  “the 
broad  middle  ground”  on  which  of  the  United 
Methodist  stands,  with  resistance  to  pressure 
from  groups  on  either  the  far  left  or  the  far 
right.  No  one  delegate  or  group  was  com¬ 
pletely  satisfied  with  the  decisions  of  General 
Conference,  yet  most  felt  the  delegates  had 
dealt  fairly  and  responsibly  with  the  issues 
before  them. 

While  working  in  a  spirit  of  internal 
reconciliation,  the  body  agreed  to  send 
eight  of  its  delegates  to  meet  with 
President  Carter  and  the  Iranian 
ambassador  to  the  United  Nations  and 
to  encourage  restraint  and  efforts  toward 
reconciliation  by  all  parties  in  the 
Iranian  hostage  crisis.  United 
Methodists  have  continued  those  efforts 
to  produce  reconciliation  with  the 
Iranians  and  to  minister  to  the  hostages 
they  hold  throughout  the  year. 

The  General  Conference  delegates 
expressed  a  genuine  oneness  of  concern 
for  the  struggle  of  the  church  in  Africa 
through  the  establishment  of  a  multi¬ 
million  dollar  program  for  each  of  the 
four  years  of  the  new  quadrennium.  An 
ongoing  sense  of  concern  for  persons  in 
countries  less  fortunate  than  ours  has  been 
seen  in  an  unprecedented  opening  of 
pocketbooks,  communities,  churches  and 
homes  to  hundreds  of  refugees  during  the 
past  year. 

In  Midther  act  designed  to  respond  to 
needs  expressed  by  many  United 
Methodists,  the  General  Conference  voted 
to  allow  smaller  congregations  within  the 


denomination  to  organize  more  simply 
than  larger  congregations.  In  the  same 
spirit,  the  Council  of  Bishops  responded 
in  their  episcopal  address  to  a  longtime 
call  from  the  “grassroots,"  and  stated 
their  support  for  intensive  Bible  study  in 
UM  Sunday  Schools.  In  November  the 
bishops  announced  that  two  new  guides 
for  Bible  study  will  be  available  in  the 
fall  of  1981. 

A  call  before  an  unofficial  caucus  of  the 
church  for  a  “loving  division”  of  the 
UMC  into  two  denominations  was 
thoughtfully  received,  reviewed  and 
answered  with  a  quiet  determination  to 
press  for  unity  and  oneness  in  spite  of  our 
differences  —  even  among  that  caucus’ 
leadership. 

Questions  of  accountability,  sexuality, 
Biblical  language,  and  other  heretofore 
explosive  issues  are  being  processed  and 
dealt  with  in  a  sense  of  calm  not  present 
in  years  past. 

We  would  not  be  so  recklessly  naive  as 
to  suggest  that  United  Methodists  have  put 
all  their  differences  behind  them  and  that 
our  denominational  pluralism  has  been 
totally  swallowed  up  by  unity  in  Christian 
love.  Doubtless,  our  church  has  not 
experienced  its  last  controversy.  But,  we 
believe  1980  may  be  remembered  as  the 
year  when  United  Methodists  finally 
began  to  learn  how  to  cope  constructively 
with  the  reality  of  pluralism. 

We  hope  history  will  show  this  to  be  the 
case.  And,  we  hope  that  in  1981  we  can 
continue  to  deal  effectively  with  the 
issues  of  life  and  the  Christian  faith  in  the 
context  of  our  pluralism,  rather  than  our 
pluralism  itself  constantly  being  the 
issue  with  which  we  must  deal. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


A  New  Year 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Bishop  Sante  U. 
Barbieri  is  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina.  He  has  had  several  books 
of  verse  published  in  South  America. 
Bishop  Barbieri  attended  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas  in  the 
early  1930s.  We  are  pleased  to  share  his 
poetic  perspective  on  facing  the  New 
Year  with  TM/UMR  readers. 

By  SANTE  UBERTO  BARBIERI 
Tomorrow, 

on  the  first  day  of  the  New  Year, 

you  will  browse  your  newspaper 

wishing  to  discover  signs 

of  a  new  world, 

and  of  a  new  humankind. 

But,  obviously,  you  will  find, 
as  of  late,  traces  of  hate, 

violence, 

death. 

Then,  perhaps,  you  will  be  tempted, 
with  the  old  Sage  of  Israel, 
to  repeat  the  fateful  sentence: 

“There  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun.” 
But,  be  not  daunted,  cheer  up! 

Search  more  deeply 
in  the  Book  of  books, 
you  will  find  the  revealing  promise: 
“The  first  heaven 
and  the  first  earth 
have  passed  away  .  .  . 

There  shall  be  no  more  death 

neither  mourning, 
nor  pain  .  .  . 

Behold,  I  make  all  things  NEW.” 
Get  up,  therefore, 
and  undaunted,  move  on .  .  . 

If  you  walk  with  Jesus  Christ, 

the  pioneer  and  perfector  of  our  faith, 

you  will  not  struggle  in  vain: 

You  will  discover  that  your 
achievements 

have  been  in  the  fair  dominion 
of  the  creative  love 

of  our  Father-God. 


1 980’s  Letters  in  review 

Readers  engage  in  continuing 
forum  with  editor,  each  other 
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All  indications  during  1980  are  that 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  continues  to  be 
one  of  the  best  read  portions  of  TM/UMR 
each  week.  Among  the  subjects 
generating  substantial  reader-response 
during  1980  were  human  sexuality  dis¬ 
cussed  in  a  variety  of  ways,  the  General 
Conference-endorsed  boycott  of  the  J.  P. 
Stevens  Co.,  the  report  regarding  use  of 
church  funds  by  David  Jessup,  and  the 
UMC’s  response  to  the  hostage  crisis  in 
Iran. 

However,  all  of  the  above  subjects  pro¬ 
duced  far  less  reader  response  than  did 
the  inclusions  of  children's  sermons  in 
worship  services.  The  response  was  to  a 
June  27  special  suggesting  “the  spirit  of 
worship  has  been  bartered  away”  by 
children’s  sermons.  The  volume  of 
letters  was  so  great  that  "Letters  to  the 
Editor”  on  July  11  was  dominated  by  the 
issue  and  the  whole  editorial  page  was 
given  to  that  topic  on  July  25. 
Respondents  overwhelmingly  disagreed 
with  the  author’s  suggestion  that 
children’s  sermons  should  be  eliminated 
from  worship  services. 

Week  in  and  week  out  the  dominant 
theme  of  letter  writers  was  the  well¬ 
being  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  — 
from  concerns  of  the  local  congregation 
to  frustrations  and  praises  for  general 
church  agencies  and  leaders. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  formerly  of 
the  Dakotas  Area  and  now  bishop  of  the 
Indiana  Area,  was  the  church  leader 
most  often  referred  to  by  letter  writers. 

Iran  and  Zimbabwe  were  the  two 
foreign  countries  most  often  discussed  by 
those  who  wrote. 


Supreme  Court  decision  challenged 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  comment  on  your  Nov.  28 
editorial  regarding  the  Supreme  Court 
action  on  the  posting  of  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  in  public  schools.  Although  I 
do  not  have  the  Bill  of  Rights  before  me 
at  the  moment,  our  founding  fathers  put 
this  particular  amendment  in  the 
constitution  to  guarantee  freedom  of 
religion  which  they  apparently  didn’t 
have  before  coming  to  America.  It  was 
not  put  there  to  drive  a  wedge  between 
church  and  state.  Furthermore,  the 
Supreme  Court’s  decision  was  by  a  five 
to  four  vote.  Not  a  very  decisive  decision. 
By  just  one  vote  the  Kentucky  bill  was 
declared  unconstitutional. 

Federal  judges  have  made  some  other 
questionable  decisions  on  legalizing 
abortions  which  is  without  doubt  in 
violation  of  the  sixth  commandment.  Life 
begins  almost  immediately  after  the 

My  Witness 


male  sperm  fertilizes  the  ovum.  When 
courts  can  make  a  decision  to  take  a  life, 

I  am  wary  about  their  righteousness. 

In  Christ’s  time  we  had  officials  of 
authority  who  made  rulings  too,  but  very 
often  they  were  contrary  to  Christian 
principles.  Amen. 

LyellP.  Miller 
Roseau,  Minnesota 

Ten  Commandments 
editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  your  editorial  headlined  “Court 
ruling  on  Ten  Commandments  should  be 

accurately  understood”  ,( TM/UMR,  #  . 

November 28).  1  ‘Gimmicks’ still  needed 

I  agree  with  you  that  the  two  decisions  To  the  Editor: 


then  we’d  like  to  start  all  over,  but  next 
time  maybe  spend  more  time  on  detail. 
So  far  we  are  just  getting  what  you  might 
call  the  basics. 

Very  glad  to  know  someone  has  finally 
gotten  around  to  realizing  the  Bible 
belongs  in  the  church  school  curriculum 
and  not  just  Sunday  to  Sunday  lessons  on 
every  day  living.  Once  we  study  our 
Bible  we’ll  all  know  how  God  wants  us  to 
live  and  why. 

Just  wanted  you  to  know  we’re  out  here 
and  we  really  care  about  the  church  and 
our  role  in  it.  Thus  the  decision  to  get  into 
a  Bible  study.  AldineM  Knelly 

Drums,  Pennsylvania 


‘Used’  Santas,  under  exhaustion, 
know  Christmas  message  is  true 

BvVIRGII  A  KRAFT  1 


By  VIRGIL  A.  KRAFT 

It  happened  in  a  big  city  where  vast 
throngs  of  grim,  nameless  faces  rush  to 
get  on  buses  or  subways  every  week-day 
morning  and  evening,  pass  each  other  in 
silence  on  busy  streets,  stare  furtively  at 
the  strange  faces  around  them  in  noisy 
restaurants,  each  one  wishing  that  he 
had  a  little  more  security,  a  little  more 
success,  a  little  more  pride,  at  least  more 
jolly  friends  with  whom  to  laugh. 

The  occurrence  I  am  referring  to 
happened  at  the  end  of  a  tumultuous,  but 
turilling  Christmas  season.  The  week  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  had  been  exceptionally 
filled  with  the  frenzy  of  late  gift-buyers. 
Then  on  Saturday  afternoon,  late 
December  24th,  a  truck  moved  slowly 
down  the  main  street.  The  back  of  the 
truck  was  open.  On  the  sides  of  the  truck 
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in  large  letters  were  the  words,  “Sal¬ 
vation  Army.” 

I  was  ready  to  cross  the  street  when  the 
truck  rolled  by.  As  it  passed,  I  looked  in¬ 
side.  What  I  saw  threw  me  into  a  whirl  of 
mixed  emotions.  I  felt  sad,  but  also  I 
wanted  to  laugh.  That  truck  was  packed 
with  what  looked  like  "used”  Santa 
Clauses.  Their  whitehaired  masks  were 
off.  They  were  exhausted,  cold  and 
obviously  not  very  happy.  There  they  sat, 
a  huddled  mass  of  worn-out  Santa 
Clauses,  suits  wrinkled  and  stained,  look¬ 
ing  like  a  captured  collection  of  dejected 
imposters. 

A  few  hours  before,  they  had  been 
standing  on  street  corners,  ringing  their 
little  bells,  blowing  their  horns,  wishing 
everyone  a  cheery  “Merry  Christmas,” 
and  thanking  those  who  dropped  money 
into  their  collection  baskets. 

But  now,  they  were  sitting  on  the  floor 
of  a  cold  truck,  bouncing  and  swaying 
with  every  bump  and  turn.  It  seemed  I 
could  hear  them  shouting  to  the  world: 
“The  party’s  over.  We’ve  added  our  bit  to 
the  color  and  music  of  Christmas.  We’ve 
brought  some  cheer  to  the  children  and 
high  hopes  to  hungry  vagabonds.  It  was  a 
mixed  ordeal  of  pain  and  pleasure  and 
now  it’s  over.” 

In  that  startling,  confused  moment,  I 
looked  beyond  that  truckload  of  be¬ 
draggled  Santa  Clauses.  I  saw  again  the 
full  meaning  of  their  experience. 
Certainly  they  were  tired  and  cold; 
maybe  a  little  depressed.  Maybe  they 
had  seen  too  much  commercial  busy¬ 
ness,  money-making  and  competitive 
gift-giving.  Still  they  had  tried  to  remind 
the  throngs  of  shoppers  and  business 
people  of  the  genuine  benevolence  in 
everyone’s  heart  —  that  however  people 
may  express  it,  however  it  may  seem  to 
be  concealed  by  the  cold  enterprise  of 
buying  and  selling,  deep  passions  of  concern 
for  others  and  a  persistent  longing  for  love 
from  others,  burn  indestructibly  in  every 
human  heart. 

and  their  soiled,  dishevelled  costumes 
was  the  sublime  assurance  that  the 
Christmas  message  is  true  —  that  no 
night  is  so  dark,  no  storm  is  so  frighten¬ 
ing  and  destructive  that  in  the  distance, 
and  not  too  far  away,  is  the  immortal 
star  of  divine  power  which  guarantees 
for  all  time  a  cosmic  preference  for  good¬ 
ness,  beauty,  love,  new  doorways,  and 
endless  life. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Virgil  A.  Kraft,  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Minnesota  Annual  Conference  of  the 
UMC.  and  resides  in  Palm  Springs,  Cali¬ 
fornia. 


of  the  Supreme  Court  have  been  the  most 
widely  misunderstood  and  misquoted  of 
any  decision  of  that  Court.  As  your 
editorial  points  out,  in  lucid  language, 
the  decisions  are  absolutely  correct,  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  has  been 
such  widespread  misunderstanding,  mis¬ 
information  and  attacks  on  them.  I  would 
hope  that  your  editorial  has  widespread 
distribution  in  all  United  Methodist 
publications. 

W.  D.  Cotton 

Rayville,  Louisiana 

Sunday  School  class 

could  not  wait  on  bishops 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  an  article  in  the 
Nov.  21  issue  headlined  “Bishops  push 
Bible  study.”  It  was  the  consensus  of  our 
church  school  adult  class  to  drop  you  a 
line  and  let  you  know  that  we  have  felt  for 
a  long  time  that  more  in-depth  Bible 
study  was  needed,  but  we  couldn’t  wait 
around  for  the  Methodists  to  come  up 
with  a  program.  So  a  year  ago  we  all 
enrolled  in  the  Moody  Bible  Press  study 
of  “A  survey  of  the  Bible,”  Old  and  New 
Testament.  It  came  complete  with 
student  books,  examinations  that  are 
sent  back  and  graded,  tapes,  film  strips, 
records,  etc.  An  excellent  program,  we 
think.  So  we’re  way  ahead  of  the  bishops 
on  dealing  with  this  biblical  illiteracy 
business. 

As  of  Dec.  14,  we  are  into  the  book  of 
Mark.  We  hope  to  finish  up  this  summer, 
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In  reply  to  Ruth  P.  Arrington’s 
criticism  of  stewardship  promotional 
schemes,  (TM/UMR  letter,  Dec.  5)  I 
agree  that  we  probably  will  not  need  such 
plans  in  the  New  Jerusalem.  However,  in 
today’s  real  world,  I  think  we  do. 

As  a  loyal  United  Methodist  layman 
and  as  a  YMCA  professional,  I  must  have 
participated  in  almost  a  hundred 
campaigns,  some  of  which  I  directed, 
over  the  last  35  years.  The  more 
successful  campaigns  were  those  in 
which  we  used  “gimmicks.” 

Why  do  we  use  gimmicks  like  Pony 
Express  and  Circuit  Rider?  At  least  two 
reasons : 

(1)  To  have  a  little  fun  with  the  task! 
(I  have  been  unable  to  find  a  Scripture 
that  says,  “Thou  shalt  go  about  the 
business  of  the  church,  with  a  long 
face.”) 

(2)  Because  it  helps  to  get  the  job 
done!  I  even  believe  that  some  campaign 
strategies  are  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Bob  Bryan 

Sacramento,  New  Mexico 

Spiritual  growth  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  wish  to  say  a  big  AMEN  to  the  “Here 
I  Stand”  article  by  William  D.  Haake 
headlined  “Leaders  must  respond  to 
spiritual  growth  needs”  (TM/UMR,  Nov. 
21). 

As  small  children,  we  have  faith  in 
other  people  and  in  God.  This  faith 
declines  as  we  approach  adulthood,  when 
we  are^  faced  with  a  weight  of 
responsibility  and  must  come  face  to 
face  with  the  demands  of  life.  We  have 
experiences  which  challenge  our  faith. 
Often  during  these  experiences  people 
turn  away  from  the  church  because  they 
have  nothing  to  sustain  them. 

Often  it  takes  a  deep  loss  of  a  loved  one, 
such  as  death,  divorce,  or  just 
separation,  before  we  are  willing  to 
rediscover  who  and  what  we  are,  and  are 
able  to  find  our  own  personal  faith  and 
relationship  with  God. 

Recently  First  UMC  in  Richardson, 
Texas  offered  a  Spiritual  Growth 
Seminar.  I  feel  our  churches  —  both  the 
big  ones  and  small  ones  —  need  to  set  up 
more  such  spiritual  growth  groups.  The 
church  needs  to  be  available  to  help  its 
people  —  both  the  young  and  old  — 
realize  that  faith  in  a  Supreme  Being  is 
the  most  powerful  force  we  can  use  to 
overcome  our  problems. 

In  that  way,  instead  of  losing  members 
when  an  emotional  injury  takes  place,  or 
when  we  have  demands  of  life,  we  will 
know  that  in  a  personal  relationship  with 
God  through  faith  we  will  be  stronger, 
happier,  more  sensitive  and  more  aware 
as  human  beings. 

Sara  Ashton 
Garland,  Texas 

God  likened  to  female 

To  the  Editor: 

The  only  exception  I  see  to  Len 
Buchtel’s  letter  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  5)  is  in 
the  prophets,  where  God  is  likened  to  a 
female  giving  milk  to  her  children. 

Richard  M.  Locke 
Evanston,  Illinois 


TM/UMR’s  “Here  I  Stand”  column,  a 
forum  through  which  readers  may 
express  their  opinions  about  the 
churches,  appeared  to  be  the  number  one 
stimulus  for  readers  taking  pen  in  hand 
and  writing  a  letter  to  the  editor.  Such 
was  the  case  when  L.  T.  Prigmore  wrote 
in  “Here  I  Stand”  charging  that  the 
General  Conference  had  been  wrong  in 
voting  to  support  the  boycott  of  the  J.  P. 
Stevens  Co.  The  responses  to  Mr.  Prig- 
more’s  article  were  mixed,  with  a  slight 
majority  of  those  who  wrote  agreeing 
with  him. 

In  that  same  issue  in  mid-October, 
Bobby  Barth  of  Friendswood,  Texas, 
caused  a  mild  flurry  of  responses  when 
he  suggested  he  was  waiting  for  a  UM 
minister  to  visit  him  before  he  attended  a 
UMC.  Most  writers  disagreed  with  Mr. 
Barth’s  position  in  a  tone  similar  to  Don 
Buck  of  Girard,  Kansas,  who  wrote,  “I 
would  like  to  take  friendly  exception  to 
Bobby  Barth's  statement  that  he  and  his 
family  used  to  attend  church  and  would 
do  so  again  —  when  they  were  invited.” 

Both  of  the  above  issues  had  to  share 
space  with  responses  to  David  Jessup’s 
challenge  to  two  general  agencies 
concerning  their  practices  providing 
funds  for  what  he  considered  to  be 
questionable  groups.  While  respondents 
did  not  wholeheartedly  support  Mr. 
Jessup’s  position,  most  did  express 
concern  for  accountability  within  the 
church’s  general  agencies. 

One  of  the  more  bizarre  group  of 
responses  during  the  year  was  to  a  letter 
to  the  editor  from  Mrs.  K.  C.  Eschenburg 
of  Kennedy,  Texas,  wanting  to  know  if 
sponsorship  of  an  “old  time  bazaar”  and 
auction  were  “in  keeping  with  our 
church’s  tradition”  for  raising  funds. 
Mrs.  Eschenburg  asked  for  “reader-re- 
action”  and  reaction  she  got.  However, 
the  response  was  so  varied  regarding 
fairs,  bazaars,  auctions,  etc.  it  is  not 
known  if  Mrs.  Eschenburg  got  the 
answer  she  was  seeking. 

Frequently,  writers  simply  write  to  the 
editor  to  share  a  frustration.  Priscilla  J. 
Thorn  of  Beacon,  N.  Y.,  was  concerned 
that  in  her  congregation  and  area  “more 
and  more  of  the  churches  (are)  going  to 


one  service  with  Sunday  School 
scheduled  at  the  same  time.  ” 

“I  feel  this  is  a  terrible  thing  to  do  to 
our  Sunday  School  teachers.  Church 
should  not  be  denied  to  anyone  and  this 
practice  leaves  our  dedicated  teachers  in 
a  dilemma,”  she  wrote. 

Human  sexuality  found  its  way  into  the 
letters  to  the  editor  on  several  occasions 
during  1980  —  but  for  different  reasons.  A  ' 
TM/UMR  series  on  sexual  harassment 
within  UMC  seminaries  in  the  spring,  a 
teenage  sexuality  survey  in  the  fall, 
homosexuality  prior  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  use  of  explicit  sex  films  by 
a  general  agency  of  the  church  for  train¬ 
ing  sexuality  seminar  leaders  received 
substantial  response. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  — 
immediately  preceding  and  following  the 
national  elections  —  a  great  deal  of 
attention  was  given  by  respondents  to  the 
relationship  of  religion  and  politics 
following  TM/UMR’s  August  29  report  of 
the  National  Affairs  Briefing.  William  F. 
Flug  of  Mansfield,  Mass.,  incorporated 
several  views  into  his  letter  saying,  “The 
frequent  references  to  God,  the  waving  of 
Bible  and  flag,  the  talk  of  family  and 
morality,  and  the  air  of  holy  crusade, 
cannot  mask  from  thinking 
compassionate,  committed,  spiritually- 
educated  and  historically-aware 
Christians  that  there  is  nothing  new  and 
nothing  Christian  in  the  ‘New  Christian 
Right.’” 

Many  readers  expressed  full  support  of 
the  new  wave  of  political  concern  among 
those  on  the  religious  right.  Lamar  J. 
Morgan  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  wrote,  “If  you 
don’t  believe  the  perspective  offered  at 
the  National  Affairs  Briefing  is  pro- 
Christianity,  examine  the  issues  via  the 
Bible.” 

In  the  first  week  of  December  Mrs.  C. 
J.  Wallace  of  West  Point,  Ga.,  suggested 
in  a  letter  to  the  editor  that  Santa  Claus  is 
a  “lie”  and  a  “hoax.”  Many  readers 
responded  quickly  that  Mrs.  Wallace  was 
not  right,  and  suggested  new  ways  to 
understand  and  interpret  Santa  Claus  to 
children.  L.  G.  Hill  of  Orlando,  Florida, 
wrote,  “My  children  were  always  taught 
that  Santa  Claus  was  the  Spirit  of 
Anonymous  giving.” 


Membership  drop,  inflation  rate 
continue  to  plague  UMC  in  1980 


Churchwide  United  Methodist  statis¬ 
tics  provided  little  to  smile  about  during 
1980.  It  was  reported  during  the  year  that 
the  church’s  membership  decline 
continued  in  1979  and  the  UMC  began 
1980  with  9,584,768  members.  Of  some 
small  consolation  was  the  fact  that  the 
68,943,  or  0.7  percent,  decrease  was  the 
second  smallest  drop  in  the  last  10  years. 
It  was  reported,  however,  that  13  of  the 
denominations’  73  annual  conferences 
did  show  net  increases  in  membership 
during  1979.  Officials  have  remained 
cautious  about  predictions  on 
membership  figures  at  the  close  of  1980. 
Statistical  information  for  1980  will  not 
be  available  for  several  months. 

UMs  learned  during  the  year  that  their 
giving  for  all  purposes  during  1979  was 
up  by  8.7  percent  over  the  previous  year 
and  totaled  $1,483,481,986. 

In  mid-December  Dr.  Ewing  T. 
Wayland,  general  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  church’s  fiscal  agency, 
reported  that  giving  for  the  general 
program  and  administration  of  the 
church  was  up  5.27  percent  at  the  end  of 
November  over  the  same  time  last  year. 
He  projected  that  giving  to  general 
church  program  and  administration 
would  probably  show  an  increase  of 
“perhaps  five  percent”  by  year’s  end. 

In  recent  year  increases  in  giving  to 
the  church’s  general  administration  and 
program  have  run  below  that  of 
increased  giving  for  all  parts  of  the 
church’s  work. 


Dr.  Wayland  pointed  out  that  the  total 
giving  of  UMs  during  the  past  four  years 
had  increased  by  25  percent.  But,  during 
the  same  period,  he  said,  the  inflation 
rate  has  been  40  percent.  “Obviously  this 
kind  of  falling  back  cannot  continue 
without  rather  severe  adjustments  being 
made  in  the  missional  and 
administrative  work  of  the  general 
church,”  he  said. 

In  spite  of  increased  giving,  it  was 
learned  during  1980  that  per  capita 
giving  by  UMs  continued  to  hover  near 
the  bottom  of  all  denominations  during 
1979  at  $129.90. 

The  relatively  good  news  of  a  0.5 
percent  increase  to  3,547,033  persons 
attending  the  principle  weekly  worship 
was  more  than  offset  by  the  report  that 
there  was  a  one  percent  decline  in  both 
Sunday  School  and  all  Christian 
education  programs.  The  average 
Sunday  in  1979  found  a  total  of  2,150,980 
persons  in  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the 
UMC. 

There  were  38,444  organized  United 
Methodist  congregations  reported  at  the 
beginning  of  1980.  The  total  value  of  all 
properties  belonging  to  the  UMC  had  a 
7.6  percent  increased  value  to  begin  the 
year,  for  a  total  of  $12  billion. 

Officials  throughout  the  church 
indicate  that  1981  will  bring  additional 
concerns  about  dealing  with  rate  of 
inflation. 
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1980  called  year  of  the  refugees 

UMs  respond  to  growing  incidence  of  emergency  situations 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Associate  Editor 

1980  in  many  ways  was  “the  year  of  the  refugee”  — 
and  the  year  when  stories  of  human  rights  violations 
against  those  who  did  not  flee  their  homelands  also 
filled  the  news.  And  to  the  degree  possible,  United 
Methodists  tried  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  persons  in 
each  situation. 

“It  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  years  —  if  not 
the  most  active  —  in  our  41-year  history.  It  seems 
there  is  a  growing  incidence  of  emergency  situations, 
a  combination  of  natural  disasters  and  human- 
created  disasters,”  Frank  Smith,  executive 
secretary  and  hunger  coordinator  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  told 
TM/UMR. 

United  Methodists  through  UMCOR  provided  $1.4 
million  to  meet  needs  of  persons  in  38  countries. 

Closer  to  home,  Cubans  and  Haitians  arrived  on 
U.S.  shores  by  the  thousands  in  overloaded  boats  in  a 
flotilla  that  began  last  spring.  Those  who  did  not  have 
formal  sponsors  went  into  resettlement  camps  on 
U.S.  military  posts,  a  tent  city  under  a  Florida 
freeway  or  disappeared  into  ethnic  communities 
within  large  U.S.  cities. 

Resettling  refugees 

UMCOR  provided  $397,951  in  relief  assistance  for 
Cuban,  Haitian  and  Indochinese  refugees  in  the  U.S. 
this  year.  Local  churches  and  annual  conferences 
also  responded,  with  many  congregations  sponsoring 
refugees  and  some  annual  conferences  supporting 
refugee  centers. 

Resettlement  remains  a  major  problem,  however. 
The  majority  of  the  Cuban  refugees  are  unattached 
males  with  blue-collar  skills,  unlike  the  Cubans  who 
arrived  in  another  mass  immigration  15  years  ago, 
most  of  whom  came  as  families  and  with  white  collar 
skills. 

As  the  year  ends,  according  to  Church  World 


Service  (CWS),  about  6,000  Cubans  remain  at  Fort 
Chaffee,  Ark.,  with  no  hope  of  leaving  until  sponsors 
are  found. 

And  while  some  Americans  have  expressed 
misgivings  about  the  number  of  refugees  arriving 
here  this  year,  the  United  States  does  not  begin  to 
have  the  numbers  of  refugees  that  the  tiny  African 
country  of  Somalia  has  in  proportion  to  population. 

As  host  to  the  largest  refugee  population  in  the 
world,  in  Somalia,  one  person  out  of  four  is  a  refugee. 
In  addition  to  the  673,000  refugees  from  the  Ethiopian- 
Somalian  war  who  live  in  25  camps  in  Somalia,  some 
700,000  others  are  roaming  the  countryside  for  a  total 
of  1.3  million  in  a  country  with  a  normal  population  of 
only  3.5  million. 

UMCOR  gave  $75,000  to  help  the  beleagured  little 
country  and  recommended  the  same  amount  be  given 
from  United  Methodist  World  Hunger  Missional 
Priority  funds,  an  action  carried  out  later. 

Political  conditions  in  Southeast  Asia  also  have 
created  population  shifts  and  the  need  for  refugee 
camps.  Whole  regions  of  Cambodia  (Kampuchea) 
were  racked  by  Khmer  Rouge  terrorism,  which 
caused  many  to  flee  to  camps  in  Thailand. 

UMCOR  provided  $2.6  million  for  use  in  Cambodia, 
for  distribution  of  food  among  the  people, 
agricultural  improvements  and  medical  supplies. 
The  UM  agency  worked  through  Church  World 
Service  to  help  refugees  from  Laos,  Vietnam  and 
Cambodia  in  camps  in  Thailand. 

In  Korea,  political  conditions  have  led  to  the 
imposition  of  death  sentences  for  some  of  its  citizens 
who  disagree  with  the  government,  but  who,  unlike 
those  elsewhere,  have  not  fled  the  country. 

Several  United  Methodist  leaders  expressed  shock 
and  dismay  at  a  military  court’s  death  sentence 
pronounced  on  South  Korea  dissident  Kim  Dae  Jung 
last  September.  By  mid-December,  the  opposition 
leader’s  appeal  against  the  death  sentence  remained 


before  South  Korea’s  Supreme  Court. 

With  the  release  this  month  of  Kim  Chi  Ha,  a 
Korean  Catholic  poet  and  one  of  the  country’s  most 
prominent  political  prisoners,  came  a  warning  from 
South  Korean  Justice  Minister  Oh  Tak  Keun  that  a 
certain  category  of  political  violators  could  not 
expect  leniency. 

Those  whose  actions  are  aimed  at  “destroying  the 
basic  democratic  order”  will  never  be  forgiven,  Mr. 
Oh  said.  The  statement  heightened  international 
concern  about  the  fate  of  Kim  Dae  Jung. 

Murders  bring  strife  home 

The  murder  of  four  American  women  in  El 
Salvador  this  month  brought  home  the  civil  strife 
which  has  marked  this  small  but  populous  Central 
American  country. 

This  year’s  death  toll  neared  9,000  by  mid- 
December.  Most  were  victims  of  government  troops 
or  right-wing  “death  squads,”  according  to  Catholic 
church  sources.  Left-wing  guerrillas  also  took  their 
toll. 

The  UMC  provided  at  least  $40,000  in  aid  to  the 
Central  American  country  this  year,  with  most  of  it 
going  to  the  Ecumenical  Committee  for  Humani¬ 
tarian  Aid  in  El  Salvador.  Its  founder,  Catholic 
Archbishop  Oscar  Romero,  was  gunned  down  last 
March  as  he  celebrated  mass. 

The  committee  currently  is  providing  help  for  some 
1,450  refugees  left  homeless  by  terrorism  from  all 
sides. 

The  fighting  in  Afghanistan  after  the  invasion  by 
the  Soviet  Union  caused  as  many  as  700,000  to  leave 
their  homeland,  fleeing  to  Pakistan  where  they  stay 
in  up  to  50  camps. 

UMCOR  responded  with  a  $50,000  grant  which  paid 
last  January  for  the  flight  of  a  Flying  Tiger  cargo 
plane  carrying  relief  supplies  valued  at  $122,000. 
Since  then,  United  Methodists  have  spent  $150,443  to 
aid  Afghan  refugees  in  Pakistan. 
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SOMALIA  —  Somalian  refugees  draw  water  at  a  camp.  All  over  the  world,  nations 
attempted  to  assimilate  millions  of  political  refugees,  but  none  took  in  as  many  as  this 
small  East  African  country. 
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EARN  12%  INTEREST 

And  help  establish  a  new  United  M ethodist  Church 
BONDS  FOR  BUILDING 
Increments  of  $100.00  and  $1000.00 
8  Year  Maturity 

Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church  of  Bourbonnais,  Illinois  has 
outgrown  the  school  cafeteria  in  which  it  has  lived  since  November,  1978.  It  now 
needs  its  own  building.  The  Members  of  the  Congregation,  90%  of  whom  were 
unaffiliated  with  any  church  prior  to  joining,  are  contributing  approximately 
$100,000.00  to  the  Building  Fund.  Other  building  funds  are  being  provided  by  the 
Central  Illinois  Conference,  other  churches  through  Advance  Specials  and 
through  bank  borrowing  commitments.  The  raising  of  an  additional  $150,000.00 
through  sale  of  bonds  will  enable  Grace  Community  UMC  to  complete  its 
building  project  in  early  1981. 

Our  Building  Fund  Bond  Prospectus  explains  the  history  of  Grace 
Community  UMC,  our  mission  as  a  new  church,  our  financial  position  and  why 
our  bonds  are  a  very  attractive  and  sound  investment.  In  addition  to  12%  8  year 
bonds,  we  offer  shorter  term  bonds  at  10%  in  your  choice  of  3,  4,  or  5  year 
maturities.  Bond  program  is  managed  and  audited  by  a  local  certified  public 
accounting  firm  and  secured  by  real  estate  with  3  to  1  equity  to  debt  ratio. 

Individuals,  institutions  and  organizations  are  invited  to  request  copy  of  our 
Prospectus. 

BOND  COMMITTEE 

Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church 
361  Centennial  Court 
Bourbonnais.  Illinois  60914 
Area  815-932-4011 

Thu  nil  u  not  n n  »//»r.  4n  offer  it  mntlr  only  through  thr 


Cases  resolved;  boycott  ends  --  unofficially 


_ with  relief 


JERUSALEM  —  Religion  and  warfare  were  constantly  linked  in  the  Middle  East  in 
1980,  as  observers  waited  in  vain  for  peace.  Here  a  civil  guardsman  keeps  an  eye  out 
for  acts  of  terrorism  as  he  listens  to  an  elderly  Jew  read  from  his  prayer  book  at  the 
Wailing  Wall. 
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Acts  of  reconciliation  for  peace  mark  year 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

Three  cases  which  have 
commanded  United  Methodists’ 
attention  for  three  to  17  years  finally 
were  resolved  in  1980.  The  cases 
involved  McRae  vs.  Harris,  J.  P. 
Stevens  &  Co.  and  Pacific  Homes. 

•  The  first  decision  came  June  30  in 
a  5-4  ruling  from  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  in  the  McRae  vs.  Harris  suit. 
The  court  said  that  neither  the  federal 
government  nor  the  states  have  to  pay 
for  all  abortions  sought  by  women  on 
welfare. 

The  suit,  which  was  joined  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division 
in  1977,  challenged  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  the  Hyde  Amendment  — 
which  restricts  government  funding 
of  abortions.  The  Women’s  Division 
was  declared  to  have  no  legal 
standing  in  the  challenge  because 
officers  of  the  division  did  not  allege 
they  were  pregnant  or  eligible  to 
receive  Medicaid  and  therefore 
“lacked  the  needed  personal  stake’’  in 
the  controversy. 

The  high  court  ruled  that  the  Hyde 
Amendment  does  not  violate  the 
religious  establishment  clause  of  the 
First  Amendment,  nor  the  liberty  or 
equal  protection  elements  of  the  Fifth 
Amendment’s  due  process  clause. 
The  ruling  has  no  effect  on  the  1973 
decision  which  legalized  abortion. 

Disappointment  was  expressed  by 
UM  leaders  who  led  in  the  abortion 
rights  movement.  “It  means  that 
persons,  because  they  are  poor;  will 
be  excluded  from  the  opportunity  to 
execute  their  right  of  choice,"  said 
Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  of  Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  then  president  of  the  UMC’s 
general  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

•  Sighs  of  relief  and  cheers  greeted 
the  announcement  Oct.  19  by  the  J.P. 
Stevens  &  Co.  —  the  focus  of  a 
consumer  boycott  endorsed  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
last  April  —  that  the  company  would 
sign  its  first  labor  contract. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Acting  for  the  cause  of  peace  in  highly 
visible  ways  in  1980,  groups  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  often  staked 
out  “grounds  of  reconciliation”  where  no 
other  group  seemed  to  be  standing. 

The  UMC,  through  its  general  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  for  instance,  went 
beyond  voicing  support  for  the  hostages 
in  Iran  by  carrying  out  difficult  mail- 
exchange  operations  to  contribute  to 
their  welfare.  It  also  empathized  at  times 
with  people  whom  many  considered  “the 
enemy,”  and  sometimes  took  positions  at 
odds  with  the  U.S.  government. 

Denominational  leaders,  and  organiza¬ 
tions  of  which  the  UMC  is  a  member, 
called  for  self-appraisal  of  both  the 
church  and  the  nation  in  reaction  to  the 
many  threats  to  peace  during  1980. 

Events  unfold 

Here  is  a  quick  synopsis  of  how  UMs 
were  responding  in  various  ways  as 
world  events  unfolded  month-by -month. 

JANUARY:  The  UM  Council  of 
Bishops  blasts  the  Soviet  invasion  of 
Afghanistan,  calling  it  a  threat  to  world 
peace.  The  bishops  call  on  UMs  to  pray 
and  not  lose  faith  that  God  works  in  world 
affairs. 

At  a  later  meeting  of  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union,  three  UM  bishops  join 
leaders  of  other  denominations  in  a  state¬ 
ment:  The  Afghanistan  situation  “seems 
to  be  stampeding  the  United  States  into 
an  ill-considered  military  buildup.”  The 
leaders  express  deep  concern  about 
reports  that  President  Carter  is 


considering  draft  registration  in 
response  to  the  Soviets’  actions. 

The  UMC’s  general  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  creates  a  mail  exchange  with 
Americans  held  hostage  in  Iran, 
delivering  several  hundred  written 
messages,  plus  family  tape  recordings. 

FEBRUARY:  The  UMC’s  general 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  votes  25-1,  opposing  the 
President’s  call  for  draft  registration 
which  “already  has  increased  war 
hysteria  in  this  nation  and  generated 
tension  among  nations  in  the  Middle 
East.” 

MARCH:  The  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  puts  its  mail-exchange  efforts  on 
hold,  citing  a  desire  not  to  interfere  with 
the  United  Nations’  efforts  in  Iran  to  gain 
the  hostages’  release.  The  Rev.  John  P. 
Adams,  head  of  the  exchange  effort, 
resigns  in  protest,  but  rescinds  his 
decision  after  consultation  with  agency 
officials. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  urges  the  use  of 
prayers  of  confession,  including:  “As 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
we  confess  that  we  have  committed 
grave  sins  against  the  peoples  of  the 
Islamic  Republic  of  Iran.”  Bishop  James 
K.  Mathews  who  prepared  that 
confession  says  there  are  certain 
segments  of  the  country  which  will  feel 
the  prayer  is  inappropriate. 

APRIL:  The  UMC’s  General 
Conference  passes  a  resolution 
commending  President  Carter  for  the 
restraint  he  has  shown  during  the 
hostage  crisis.  “We  implore  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  not  to  give  in 


DALLAS  —  United  Methodists,  like  Marcy  Pendleton  of  cases  bearing  the  Utica  label.  Church  leaders  supporting 
Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  now  can  buy,  with  a  freer  con-  Stevens  products  boycott  rejoiced  when  the  company  signed 
science,  J.  P.  Stevens  linens,  such  as  the  sheets  and  pillow-  its  first  labor  contract. 


Church  members  in  the  Southeast, 
where  Stevens  has  some  80  plants, 
were  relieved  that  the  17-year  union 
effort  to  organize  Stevens’  workers 
was  over  and  that  the  consumer 
boycott  could  be  dropped.  The  boycott 
had  been  disavowed  by  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
and  failed  to  get  support  in  the  South¬ 
east  Jurisdiction  conference  in  July. 

The  union,  Amalgamated  Clothing 
and  Textile  Workers,  immediately 
called  off  its  boycott  of  Stevens  textile 
products. 

The  UMC’s  participation  in  the 
boycott,  however,  was  instituted 
without  any  mechanism  adopted  for 
ending  it.  Since  only  the  General 
Conference  can  alter  official  church 
policy,  a  formal  action  to  end  the 
boycott  may  have  to  wait  until  that 
body  meets  again.  Meanwhile,  a 
monitoring  stance  has  been  adopted 
toward  the  textile  firm’s  labor 
relations. 

Cheering  the  first  contract 
negotiated  between  the  company  and 
the  union  were  church  leaders  who 
felt  vindicated  in  having  stood  with 
the  workers  “when  it  wasn’t  the 


popular  thing  to  do.” 

•  “A  Christmas  miracle  of  sorts’’ 
was  the  judge’s  term  for  the  Dec.  10 
announcement  of  a  tentative  agree¬ 
ment  on  a  $21  million  plan  for 
reorganization  of  the  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  network  and  suspension  of 
all  pending  litigation  against  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  based  homes  which  had  a 
relationship  with  the  UM  Pacific  and 
Southwest  annual  conference  for  65 
years. 

Six  different  suits  were  on  file 
totaling  more  than  $500  million  in 
claims  against  the  conference,  the 
UMC  as  a  whole,  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  and 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Division  of  the 
general  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Final  confirmation  of  the  tentative 
agreements  by  all  parties  involved  is 
expected  to  take  several  months. 

Judge  Edward  T.  Butler  of  the 
California  Superior  Court  in  San 
Diego  called  the  proceedings  the 
“most  complex  litigation  we  have  had 
in  this  courthouse  in  some  time.  ’’ 

The  proposed  plan  involves  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference,  the  residents  and  the 


trustee  appointed  by  the  federal  bank¬ 
ruptcy  court.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  denomination  is  not  a 
party  to  the  plan  of  reorganization, 
nor  are  any  of  the  church’s  general 
agencies,  which  were  also  named  as 
defendants. 

Left  unanswered  in  the  settlement 
is  the  constitutional  question  as  to 
whether  the  UMC  as  a  whole  is  a 
suable  entity  that  can  be  held 
responsible  for  the  actions  of  one  of  its 
constituent  parts. 

The  officials  of  the  annual 
conference  have  been  working  for 
more  than  10  years  to  get  the  homes 
on  a  sound  financial  basis;  the  bank¬ 
ruptcy  proceedings  began  in  1975  and 
the  lawsuits  followed  in  early  1977. 
The  case  came  to  trial  in  the  latter 
half  of  1980. 

Sources  close  to  the  proceedings, 
according  to  United  Methodist  News 
Service,  said  they  believed  a  key  step 
leading  to  the  agreement  came  after 
the  1980  General  Conference 
authorized  up  to  $1  million  a  year  for 
the  next  four  years  to  carry  on  the 
legal  defense  but  did  not  vote  any 
general  church  funds  for  the  homes. 


to  those  who  counsel  military 
intervention  ...  We  fervently  believe 
that  reconciliation  with  the  Iranian 
people  is  still  possible.  We  share  a 
common  faith  in  God  and  respect  for 
moral  values.” 

Eight  delegates  commissioned  by  the 
General  Conference  personally  deliver 
the  resolution  to  the  President. 

President  responds 

Mr.  Carter  responds  to  the  delegates 
that  the  United  States  “has  explored 
every  avenue  to  find  a  peaceful  solution 
...  the  kind  of  relationship  of  mutual 
respect  which  we  seek  cannot  develop 
while  innocent  Americans  are  being  held 
prisoner.” 

Within  a  few  hours,  a  U.S.  military 
team  lands  in  Iran,  but  its  mission  of 
freeing  the  hostages  is  soon  aborted. 

The  General  Conference  again  directs 
another  resolution  to  the  President, 
calling  for  him  to  give  assurances  to  the 
Iranian  people  “that  we  honor  their 
national  independence  and  will  assist 
them  in  their  struggles  ’for  a  balanced, 
just  and  sustainable  economy.”  It  notes 
the  conference’s  prayers  go  out  for  the 
families  of  the  U.S.  military  men  who 
died  in  the  failed  rescue  operation. 

The  General  Conference  also  sends  a 
message  to  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini  and 
others  in  Iran  which  includes:  “We  long 
for  that  time  when  our  peoples  may  dwell 
together  in  peace.  In  the  words  of  Moses, 
the  liberator,  let  us  say  to  each  other, 
‘Let  my  people  go!’  ” 

MAY :  A  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
consultation  on  disarmament  takes  its 
member  denominations  to  task  for  the 
“inexcusable  sin  of  failing  to  make  the 
arms  race  the  target  of  its  own  mission 
and  the  crucible  of  its  own  theology.” 

JUNE:  In  response  to  the  Senate’s 
approval  of  draft  registration,  the  UMC’s 
Division  of  World  Peace  offers  advice  to 
young  UM  men  who  seek  conscientious 
objector  status. 

JULY :  Rev.  John  P.  Adams  appeals  to 
UMs  for  more  money  to  resume  the  mail 
exchange  to  those  held  hostage  in  Iran. 

AUGUST:  Hostility  mounts  as  Iranian 
students  seek  to  march  in  Washington, 
D.C.  The  students,  fearing  police 
violence  against  them,  call  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  because  of  the 
UMC’s  stands  in  the  past.  Mr.  Adams 
acts  as  negotiator  between  the  students 
and  various  city  organizations,  arranges 
bus  transportation  for  the  students  to  get 
away  from  the  demonstration  site  and 
generally  is  credited  with  lessening  the 


conflict  which  ensued. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  delivers  three 
large  bags  of  mail  and  packages  to 
hostages  in  Iran.  He  describes  how  much 
more  difficult  it  is  to  talk  to  leaders  there 
than  when  he  went  during  Christmas  of 
1979. 

SEPTEMBER:  UMs  in  Utah  organize 
information  sessions  about  the  proposed 
MX  missile  system  in  that  state.  Some 
actively  oppose  the  system.  The  Rev. 
Stephen  Sidorak  challenges  the 
Mormons,  the  predominant  group  in 
Utah,  to  take  a  stand. 

NOVEMBER:  UMs  on  the  National 
Council  of  Church’s  governing  board 
announce  agreement  with  a  council 
Middle  East  policy  statement  that  draws 
intense  criticism  from  the  U.S.  Jewish 
community.  The  statement  says  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  should 
be  a  participant  in  negotiations.  It  does 
not,  however,  call  for  a  PLO  state. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  calls  on  UMs  to 
show  solidarity  with  the  Jewish 
community  in  the  midst  of  a  resurgence 
of  anti-Semitic  symptoms. 

DECEMBER:  Terrorism,  jailings  and 
other  forms  of  political  repression  sweep 
the  world  in  the  weeks  after  the  U.S. 
national  elections.  Bishops  Jesse  R. 
DeWitt  and  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  and  general 
agency  chiefs  Betsy  Ewing  and  the  Rev. 
George  Outen  send  a  letter  to  President¬ 
elect  Reagan  suggesting  that  other 
nations  may  be  misinterpreting  how  he 
feels  about  human  rights. 

They  urge  him  immediately  to 
denounce  political  repression.  When  no 
reply  is  received,  more  UM  leaders  join 
dozens  of  officials  in  other  religious 
groups  in  sending  a  highly  publicized 
letter  that  again  asks  Mr.  Reagan  to  take 
a  stand,  particularly  on  the  subject  of  El 
Salvador  where  terrorism  has  placed  the 
nation  on  the  brink  of  a  civil  war  that 
could  involve  several  other  countries. 
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Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

invites  you  - 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Cairo  and 
Amman  Tou 


February  1 8-27,  1 98 1 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus."  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock"  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s' 
well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  gofng  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston,  Texas  77002 


JANUARY  2, 1981 


Rev.  Bailey  Smith,  regarded  as  a 
staunch  Bible  conservative,  was  elected 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  June.  He  raised  a  furor  with 
his  August  statement  that  "God  doesn't 
hear  the  prayers  of  a  Jew"  and  another 
in  Sept,  that  Jews  have  “funny  looking 
noses."  He  apologized  to  Jewish  leaders 
during  a  December  meeting. 
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INDIANAPOLIS  —  The  1980  General  Conference  moved 
from  this  opening  scene  last  April  through  11  days  marked  by  a 

Bitter  fighting  of  past  absent 


spirit  of  reconciliation,  even  with  issues  which  caused  much 
pre-conference  discussion.  tm/umr  staff  photo 
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Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones  Jr.,  top  United 
Methodist  mission  leader  for  12  years, 
decided  to  leave  his  post  as  general 
secretary  of  the  general  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  September.  The  position  is 
still  vacant.  Dr.  Jones,  it  was  said  in  a 
tribute,  came  out  of  the  classic  mission 
tradition  to  provide  leadership  for  a  new 
era  in  mission  which  is  based  on  a  part¬ 
nership  with  overseas  churches. 
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General  Conference  legislates 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

General  Conference,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  “big  event”  every  four 
years,  deliberated  during  11  days  of 
April,  leaving  a  trail  of  hundreds  of 
decisions  in  its  wake,  but  not  the  bitter 
polarization  apparent  during  and 
following  such  conferences  in  the  recent 
past. 

The  delegates’  decision  to  leave 
unchanged  the  church’s  stance 
regarding  homosexuality  —  refusing  to 
remove  the  judgment  that  homosexual 
behavior  is  “incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching"  —  was  the  object  of  the  most 
volatile  pre-conference  debate  in  the 
church  and  was  the  most-watched-for 
action  of  the  assembly. 

Withstanding  cries  of  dismay  from 
both  sides  of  the  theological  and  political 
spectrum,  the  legislative  body  refused  to 
alter  the  official  position  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Social  Principles.  The  delegates 
also  refused  to  prohibit  specifically  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals,  however, 
steering  clear  of  detailing  practices 
which  would  automatically  disqualify  a 
ministerial  candidate  for  admission  to 
the  ministry. 

The  annual  conferences  of  the  UMC 
were  reaffirmed  as  being  responsible  for 
the  process  of  recommending, 
examining  and  approving  candidates  for 
the  ordained  ministry. 

Delegates  did  agree,  however,  to 
include  in  a  list  of  offenses  for  which  a 
minister  already  ordained  can  be 
brought  to  a  church  trial  “practices 
declared  by  the  UMC  to  be  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.” 

A  rule  which  prohibits  any  national 
church  funds  from  being  used  “to 
promote  the  acceptance  of  homo¬ 
sexuality”  was  retained,  despite 
numerous  petitions  requesting  that  it  be 
abandoned. 

The  General  Conference  refused  to 
approve  a  resolution  to  prevent  church 
employment  policies  from  dis- 


Bishop  Bennie  D.  Warner  of  the 
Liberia  Central  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  a  vice-president  in 
the  deposed  government  of  William  R. 
Tolbert  Jr.  was  in  Indianapolis  attending 
a  meeting  of  the  UM  bishops  when 
Master  Sgt.  Samuel  K.  Doe  toppled  that 
regime  in  April. 

While  pretending  to  support  the  new 
government,  he  secretly  flew  to  Africa  to 
meet  with  leaders  of  the  Organization  of 
African  Unity  and  to  announce  plans  for 
a  counter-coup.  When  this  failed  to 
materialize,  he  requested  asylum  in  the 
U.S.  He  and  his  family  now  live  in  Texas. 

His  successor,  the  Rev.  Arthur  F. 
Kulah,  was  elected  bishop  in  December. 
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dies  Christmas  Eve 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Rev.  George  H. 
Outen,  49,  general  secretary  of  the 
general  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
here,  died  of  a  heart  attack  at  his  home 
Dec.  24. 

Dr.  Outen  had 
served  as  the  top 
executive  of  the  a- 
gency  since  1976 ; 
prior  to  that  he  had 
been  on  the  staff  of 
the  general  Board 
of  Discipleship  for 
six  years.  He  was 
prominent  in  the 
development  of  the 
missional  priority  George  Outen 
to  strengthen  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  prior  to  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  agency  which  Dr.  Outen  led  has 
just  completed  a  reorganization  and  staff 
changes.  Four  program  directors  were 
released  and  two  more  retired  at  the  end 
of  December.  Released  were  the  Rev. 
John  Adams,  Jack  Corbett,  Jessma 
Blockwick  and  Delores  Wright;  retired 
are  Dr.  Herman  Will  and  the  Rev.  Gro¬ 
ver  Bagby. 

Two  program  directors  will  continue 
on  the  staff:  Dr.  Luther  Tyson  and  Bob 
McLain.  Two  new  directors  have  been 
named:  Guillermo  Chavez  of  Laredo, 
Tex.,  and  Beverly  Jackson  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. 


criminating  on  the  basis  of  “sexual  orien¬ 
tation.” 

“Accountability”  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  national  boards  and  agencies  and 
their  individual  staff  members  to  the  9.6 
million  church  members  who  “pay  the 
bills”  for  their  work  was  both  on  the 
surface  and  behind  the  intent  of  several 
actions. 

Accountability  major  concern 

Defeated  was  a  proposal  for 
“designated  giving"  —  a  method  for 
local  congregations  to  channel  funds 
away  from  general  church  programs  to 
which  they  object  as  a  matter  of 
“Christian  conscience.” 

Adopted  was  a  plan  for  “full  financial 
disclosure”  —  a  means  for  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  gain  quick  and  concise  infor¬ 
mation  about  specifically  where  denomi¬ 
national  money  is  going. 

A  UM  layman  from  Silver  Spring,  Md., 
worked  for  passage  of  the  full  disclosure 
measure  at  the  site  of  thfe  General  Con¬ 
ference,  distributing  to  a  limited  number 
of  delegates  his  “preliminary  report”  on 
UM  grants  to  organizations  outside  the 
church.  He  charged  in  the  report,  which 
was  spread  church-wide  in  September  by 
Good  News  magazine,  that  “a  significant 
portion”  of  the  church’s  weekly  offerings 
were  being  “siphoned  off  to  support  left 
wing,  totalitarian  groups  and  causes” 
around  the  world. 

An  official  response  issued  by  the 
denomination’s  communications  office 
said  the  religious  mission  of  the  church 
“transcends  the  question  of  whether  the 
political  system  is  totalitarian  or  demo¬ 
cratic,”  and  asserted  that  all  the  grants 
were  made  within  the  appropriate 
context  of  the  official  Social  Principles 
guide  and  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
General  Conference. 

The  $442,000  expended  over  27  months 
represented  about  one-third  of  one 
percent  or  four  and  a  half  cents  per  UM 
member,  the  response  pointed  out. 

Several  other  actions  expected  to  have 


a  “long-range  impact”  on  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  by  some  observers,  are: 

•  Adoption  of  legislation  permitting  the 
use  of  a  simplified  organizational 
structure  in  local  churches; 

•  Adoption  of  a  single  missional 
priority  aimed  at  “developing  and 
strengthening  ethnic  minority  local 
churches”; 

•  Adoption  of  a  new  pension  system  for 
the  clergy  of  the  UMC  ; 

•  Approval  of  a  campaign  to  raise  at 
least  $25  million  for  a  national  UM 
“television  presence  and  ministry.” 

The  church’s  top  legislative  body  acted 
on  an  unprecedented  number  of  legis¬ 
lative  proposals  during  the  conference 
which  meets  once  every  four  years. 

Positive  spirit  marked 

The  “positive  spirit”  which  marked 
the  assembly  was  noted  as  being  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  previous  assem¬ 
blies  during  the  last  decade  by  TM/UMR 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III.  “It  was 
as  though,  for  once,  United  Methodism’s 
much-talked-about  ‘pluralism’  had 
really  been  demonstrated.” 

Among  other  actions  of  this  session 
affecting  different  groups  in  the  church 
were: 

•  An  historic  policy  which  permitted  no 
exceptions  to  “full-time”  service  for  the 
clergy  gave  way  slightly  to  allow  “part- 
time”  service  under  certain  conditions 
for  up  to  eight  years ; 

•  Plans  were  approved  for  observing 
the  bicentennial  of  American  Methodism 
in  1984; 

•  An  “open  meetings”  policy  for 
church  agencies  was  adopted; 

•  Representation  of  every  annual  con¬ 
ference  on  each  general  church  program 
board  was  guaranteed ; 

•  A  study  commission  on  language 
about  God  was  not  approved,  but  guide¬ 
lines  for  ridding  materials  of  sexist, 
racist  and  ageist  imagery  were  referred 
to  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 


Social  Principles  on  sexuality  tested 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

How  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Social  Principles’  statement  on  human 
sexuality  is  put  into  practice  and  viewed 
by  general  church  agency  officials  and 
individual  members,  to  an  extent,  was 
put  to  the  test  in  1980. 

During  a  three-day  meeting  in 
Nashville  early  in  the  year,  the  UM 
general  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Committee  on  Family  Ministries 
responded  to  a  furor  over  the  use  of 
sexually  explicit  films  in  a  board- 
sponsored  Human  Sexuality  Forum  by 
participating  in  one. 

Subsequently,  the  committee  affirmed 
the  church’s  official  Social  Principles’ 
statement  which  says  in  part:  “Sexuality 
is  a  good  gift  of  God  and  we  believe 
persons  may  be  fully  human  only  when 
that  gift  is  acknowledged  and  affirmed 
by  themselves,  the  church  and  society.” 

The  group,  however,  also  affirmed  that 
the  church  could  fulfill  its  mandate  to 
provide  helpful  sexuality  education 
without'  using  the  controversial  films, 
and  voted  to  discontinue  their  use  in 
favor  of  other  resources  which  “will  be 
more  broadly  affirmed  by  participants 
and  by  the  members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.” 

United  Methodists  had  responded  to 
the  use  of  the  films  by  preparing  dozens 
of  petitions  for  the  1980  General 
Conference  which  sought  their  ban  prior 
to  the  action  carried  out  by  the  family 
ministries  committee. 

The  General  Conference  approved  a 
“Study  Document  on  Human  Sexuality” 
to  be  made  available  upon  request  to 
local  churches. 

While  this  action  was  aimed  at  provid¬ 
ing  for  “the  continuing  need  for  full  and 
frank  sex  education  opportunities  for 
children,  youth  and  adults”  as  indicated 
in  the  Social  Principles,  the  quality  of  the 
church’s  efforts  to  prepare  teenagers  for 
dating  and  marriage,  came  in  for  sharp 
criticism. 

Most  of  the  511  young  persons 
responding  to  a  survey  prepared  by  the 
Rev.  Steve  Clapp  of  the  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  last  summer  were 
not  impressed  by  the  church's  offerings. 

The  majority  of  the  teenagers  from  13 
to  18,  most  of  whom  came  from  48  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  his 
conference,  rated  the  job  the  church  was 
doing  as  “poor,”  often  apparently 
because  the  church  was  doing  little  or 
nothing  in  the  area.  Mr.  Clapp  said. 

The  survey  also  showed  that  among 
young  men  16  to  18  responding  to  the 
survey ;  59  percent  had  engaged  in  sexual 
intercourse,  as  had  42  percent  of  the 
young  women  in  that  age  group.  In  the  13- 


to  15-year-old  group,  14  percent  of  the 
boys  and  12  percent  of  the  girls  already 
had  experienced  intercourse. 

Another  paragraph  of  the  Social 
Principles’  human  sexuality  statement 
includes  the  admonition:  “We  deplore  all 
forms  of  the  commercialization  and 
exploitation  of  sex  with  their  consequent 
cheapening  and  degradation  of  human 
personality.” 

At  an  early  1980  meeting  of  the  UM 
general  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  a  written  collection  of 
personal  experiences  of  alleged  sexual 
harassment  from  13  women  students  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  was  brought 
to  public  attention. 

Through  TM/UMR  contacts  with 
women  at  the  13  UM  seminaries,  some 
similar  experiences  of  overt  sexual 
harassment  were  alleged  along  with  far 
more  prevalent  charges  that  there  is  a 
pattern  of  psychological  harassment  of 


women  on  seminary  campuses. 

In  another  section,  the  Social 
Principles  also  call  for  developing  plans 
directed  “toward  the  elimination  of 
sexism  in  all  its  manifestations  from  the 
total  life  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  including  general  agencies  as 
well  as  the  various  connectional  channels 
and  structures  that  reach  the  local 
church.” 

In  keeping  with  these  instructions, 
most  UM  seminaries  are  taking  steps  to 
be  supportive  of  women  in  ministry.  Such 
actions  have  included  increasing  the 
number  of  qualified  women  on  their 
facilities,  supporting  inclusive  language 
and  curriculum,  scheduling  special 
projects  or  classes  focusing  on  women’s 
issues  and  providing  training  for  men 
and  women  students  in  the  use  of  images, 
language  and  illustrations  that  will  be 
understood  by  both  men  and  women  in 
their  congregations. 


Newsmakers  have  wins ,  causes ,  trials 
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The  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias,  general 
secretary  of  the  Confederation  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America,  was  abducted  from  his  home  in 
Cochababma,  Bolivia,  Aug.  26  and  held 
by  the  government  until  Oct.  2.  Con¬ 
sidered  suspect  because  of  his  involve¬ 
ment  with  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  he  is  now  in  Brazil. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


At  an  interdenominational  service  of 
national  thanksgiving.  Premier  Robert 
Mugabe  of  Zimbabwe,  stood  next  to  UM 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  the  former 
prime  minister  who  was  overwhelmingly 
defeated  in  the  February  elections.  An 
appeal  for  $1.1  million  to  help  UMs  in 
Zimbabwe  rebuild  schools,  churches, 
hospitals  and  parsonages  is  underway. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Ronald  Reagan  will 
the  White  House  this  January  on 
of  conservative  feeling  that 
religion  and  politics.  The 
Republican  described  his  faith  in  a  radio 
interview  last  March:  “It  is  all  summed 
up  in  the  fact  He  gave  his  life  for  me,  for 
you,  for  everyone  else.  He  has  just  been  a 
part  of  my  life.  I  couldn’t  conceive  of  a 
day  in  which  1  don’t  find  myself  com- 
with  Him.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Former  Iranian  hostage  Richard 
Queen,  released  last  July  when  stricken 
with  a  severe  illness,  spoke  publicly  on 
several  occasions  since  about  the  rest  of 
the  U.S.  embassy  staff  in  Tehran  who 
remain  captive.  Mr.  Queen  said:  "As  far 
as  I  know,  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  any 
physical  abuse  after  the  first  day  of  the 
takeover.”  He  thanked  religious  leaders 
for  their  visits  to  the  hostages. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


new 

notes  in  1980.  Ms.  Bryant  divorced  Bob 
Green,  claiming  she  was  “used”  by  his 
organization.  The  outspoken  foe  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  feminists,  she  later  revealed 
her  “live  and  let  live  attitude”  toward 
“gays”  and  her  new  appreciation  for 
women's  rights. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


*^k.  A 

The  Rev.  Marjorie  S.  Matthews 
became  the  first  woman  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  the  history  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  predecessors  in 
July  during  the  North  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference.  Bishop  Matthews 
presides  in  the  Wisconsin  Area  and  says 
she  may  be  the  first  bishop  to  do  her  own 
housecleaning.  um  news  service  photo 


Classified 

CHINA  SUPER  TOUR  --  August  12-31  eight  cities 
$3000  from  Calif.  Israel-Egypt  tour  February  16-26 
$1340  from  New  York.  Information:  Pastor  Don 
Haarup,  Box  31,  Brainerd,  MN  56401 

IF  YOU  BUY  PALM  CROSSES  made  in  Africa,  you 
help  people  whose  income  is  $55.00  per  year  to  buy 
the  bare  necessities  of  life  and  to  fill  health  and 
educational  needs.  All  work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are  acknowledged  and  must  be 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  —  Director  of  Music-Youth, 
Lafavette  Street  United  Methodist  Church,  Contact: 
Rev  ’Oliver  Scott,  P.  O  Box  1506,  Dothan,  AL  36302. 
Phone  (205)  794-6725 

received  by  March  31  to  assure  delivery  by  Palm 
Sunday  Rates  based  or  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50  only.  Only  individual-sized  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited.  Include  your 
street  address  for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
African  Palms,  P.  O.  Box  575,  Ilney.  MD  20832. 

retirement  community  and  complete  health  facility 

1  and  2  BR  apartments  and  cottages  on  255  scenic 
acres.  New  in  1980  Immediate  openings  Write  or 
phone  for  information  on  our  special  "equity"  plan 
(913)  478-9440. 7220  Asbury  Dr. ,  Topeka,  KS  66614 

Director  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries 
for  growing  580  member  church  in  a  community  of 
18,000.  A  new  position.  Send  resume  and  photo  to: 
Palm  Bay  United  Methodist  Church.  702  SE  Port 
Malabar  Blvd.,  Palm  Bay,  FL 32905.  , 

WANTED  TRAINEES  for  the  private  practice  of 
Pastoral  Care  Requirements:  At  least  one  college 
degree,  or  120  college  credit  hours;  ordination  in  an 
approved  religious  body,  and  a  concern  for  persons. 

PRODUCE  A  COOKBOOK  for  Your  Church  or 
Organization  —  Write  for  brochure  Nicollet 
Cookbook  Service.  421  2nd  St.  NW,  Pipestone,  MN 
56164  Phone  (507)  825-5469 

Write  Dean  of  Theology,  P  O.  Box  75221.  Okla.  City. 
OK  73147  All  inquiries  strictly  confidential. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  for  adult 
choir,  youth  choir,  handbells  Four  decades  of  excel- 

ARE  YOU  PAYING  TOO  MUCH  for  your  church’s 
printing?  We  offer  special  lower  prices  to  churches 
Free  price  list.  Express  Press.  812  Boulevard. 

$12-14,000  range  For  application  write  Rev.  Robert 

W  Gordon,  Grace  United  Methodist  Church.  6199 
Waterman.  St.  Louis.  MO  63112.  314-863-1992. 

Dover.  OH  44622 

"THE  CHRISTIAN  FLAG  CODE,"  history  and 

NEWLY  PUBLISHED:  "Beliefs  of  a  United 
Methodist  Christian."  by  Don  Willis  Excellent  for 
confirmation  classes,  both  adult  and  youth  Only 
$1  95  by  mail  $2.50  per  copy;  10  or  more  by  mail 
$2.15  per  copy  Send  to  Cokesbury  Bookstore.  6892 
Southwest  Freeway.  Houston.  TX  77036,  or  your  local 

usage  $2  00  James  Pollock,  401  Palm  Tree  Dr., 
Bradenton,  FL  33507  i 

THE  EARTH  IS  BUT  ONE  COUNTRY;  And 
Mankind  Is  Its  Citizens.  Sponsored  by  Glenn  Smital, 
Stockton.  IL 

Cokesbury  Bookstore. 

WANTED:  Education  Director  at  Key  Memorial 

FOR  SALE  -  Baldwin  Organ  -  $1,000.00  Can  be 
seen  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Phelps  and 
Fourteenth.  Littlefield,  TX  79339  Telephone:  Area 

Methodist  Church  Emphasis  on  children  and  youth 
Salary'  negotiable  Send  resume  to  901  East  Houston. 
Sherman.  TX  75090  (  214  )  892-9162. 

Code  (806  )  385-4466 

WANTED:  Experienced  Director  of  Program  for 

FOR  SALE  -  1972  Chevy  54-passenger  bus. 
Automatic  transmission.  51,000  miles,  very  good 
condition  For  information,  call:  (309  )  387-6220. 
Address:  Zion  United  Methodist  Church.  Rt.  1.  Cole 
Street  Road.  Pekin.  IL  61554 

1.800-member  Calvary  UMC,  3701  Hillsboro  Rd  , 
Nashville.  TN  37215.  Write  or  call  (615  )  297-7562  for 
job  description  Deadline.  Jan.  31.  Salary’  $18,000  — 
$20,000  plus  benefits. 

FOR  SALE  1976  Dodge  Window  Van.  14  passenger, 

PEW  CUSHIONS  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing.  Inc.,  P.  O  Box  587.  Keene.  TX  76059 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 

Holly .  CO  81047  (  303  )  537-6549  or  537-6648 

1981  TOURS:  HOLY  LAND,  EGYPT.  Athens.  Rome. 
March  24-April  7,  $1,780  Mainland  China.  July  7-26, 
$3,198  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence,  55  Emma  St „  Payette, 

ID  83661 

UMW-HISTORIC  WESLEYAN  PLACE  MATS  - 

dinners  Be  proud  of  our  heritage  Low  price  For  a 
sample  send  25f,  name  and  address  to  B  B  Hamlin. 
900  Stillwater  Dr..  Miami  Beach,  FL 33141 

18-DAY  TRIP  TO  CHINA  June  23-July  10.  1981  Visit 
Peking.  Nanking.  Wuxi.  Suzhou.  Shanghai.  Guilin, 
and  Canton,  including  churches  and  Chinese 

TOUR  MEXICO’S  COPPER  CANYON  -  8  days. 
Mar  3.  Hotels,  transportation,  some  meals  -  $525 
Fully  escorted  by  Phil  Beggs  Box  737,  Victorville.  CA 
92392 

Seattle;  $3,068  from  Chicago,  Detroit,  or  Cleveland 
Write  Dr  Paul  Vandegriff,  Tour  Host.  Westwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  3486  Epworth  Ave., 
Cincinnati.  Ohio 45211  (513  )  661-3139 

i 
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Mission  Possible 

“Mission  Possible  Enjoying  Your  Family,”  is  the  theme  of  the  Senior  High 
Winter  Retreat.  The  retreat  is  set  for  January  16-18th,  1981,  at  the  Caney 
Conference  Center  in  Minden. 

Dr.  Marian  Wood,  Family  Counselor,  will  be  the  Resource  Leader.  Areas  of 
discussion  will  include  Communication,  Biblical  Perspectives,  Handling 
Disagreement,  Living  with  Brothers  and  Sisters,  Appreciating  Grandparents, 
and  Ideas  for  Family  Worship. 

Registration  is  limited  and  cost  is  $21.00  for  the  entire  weekend.  For 
brochure,  contact  your  pastor  or  Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70821. 


Holy  Fools  bring 
ministry 9  inspiration 
to  Centenary  Campus 


Mrs.  Julia  Heard,  President  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
United  Methodist  Women  reports  that  the  UMW  in  her 
district  has  recently  been  organized  into  Sub-Districts. 
Shown  above,  1.  tor.,  are  the  Sub-District  Leaders,  Mrs.  Ruth 
Brown,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Monk,  Mrs.  Winnifred  Carter,  and 
Mrs.  Rosa  McCullough. 


By  EVONNE  GREENE 
Features  Editor 
Centenary  Conglomerate 

“Our  ministry  is  a  ministry  of  touch,” 
said  David  Otto,  a  member  of  the  Holy 
Fools  “clown"  ministry  at  Centenary 
College. 

The  Centenary  cluster,  organized  last 
year  through  the  efforts  of  David  and 
Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  is  definitely 
touching  people  spiritually  through  their 
ministry.  Affiliated  with  the  Methodist 
Student  Movement  (MSM),  the  Holy 
Fools  ministry  is  a  branch  of  the  Heartful 
Players,  MSM’s  Christian  drama  group. 
It  is  made  up  of  approximately  a  dozen 
clowns. 

“There  is  a  difference  between  a  clown 
and  the  Holy  Fool,"  exclaimed  David.  “A 
clown  is  a  buffoon  who  wears  make-up 
for  the  purpose  of  making  people  laugh. 
A  Holy  Fool  is  a  person  who  puts  on 
make-up  and  attempts  to  touch  someone 
spiritually  —  either  through  words, 
actions,  or  appearance." 

Aimed  at  all  ages,  Centenary’s 
ministry  reaches  out  to  the  aged  in 
nursing  homes,  as  well  as  the  children  in 


hospital’s  and  children’s  homes.  “We 
talk  to  them,  try  to  put  a  smile  on  THEIR 
faces,  and  try  to  break  down  the  brick 
walls,”  said  David. 

The  Holy  Fools  ministry  was  begun  in 
America  approximately  eight  years  ago 
by  a  Methodist  minister.  Bill  Peckham, 
in  his  local  church.  In  so  doing,  he 
discovered  that  he  could  reach  people 
more  effectively  as  a  clown  than  he  could 
while  dressed  normally.  He  utilized  this 
observation  and  formed  a  Holy  Fools 
cluster  with  15  young  people  from  his 
church. 

The  idea  spread  rapidly,  and  soon 
there  were  30  youth  clown  clusters  within 
the  Illinois  area.  To  date,  there  are  over 
2,000  clown  clusters  in  America-only  a 
few  of  these  clusters  are  located  in  the 
Shreveport  area. 

“Experience  is  how  we  practice,”  said 
David,  however,  the  group  also  sets 
workshops  to  polish  their  skills.  The 
workshop,  held  each  semester,  are  used 
to  rejuvenate  the  group  and  to  teach 
them  new  gimmicks.  “Feather  dusters, 
funny  handshakes  and  magic  tricks  are 
some  of  the  gimmicks,”  said  David 


You  may  have  heard  that  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Mayo  have  a  notion  about 
solving  the  energy  crisis  by  using  bicycles  to  travel  over  the  Alexandria 
district.  That  is  not  too  far  removed  from  the  way  Mr.  Mayo’s  predecessors, 
the  Presiding  Elders  of  Circuit  Rider  fame,  used  to  do  it.  They  used  horses! 
The  truth  is,  however,  the  ministers  and  wives  of  the  Alexandria  district 
presented  the  Bill  Mayos  with  a  “his  and  hers"  bicycle  as  a  Christmas 
present.  The  note  we  received  also  explained  that  a  Christmas  card, 
containing  extra  money,  was  presented  to  Evelyn  for  a  personal  gift  to 
herself.  Now,  if  the  D.  S.  shows  up  for  a  Charge  Conference,  riding  a  bicycle, 
you  will  know  the  reason  why. 


New  president  for 
Federation  of  Churches 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  pastor  of  the 
Mount  Zion  UMC  in  New  Orleans  and 
former  superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans-Houma  District,  has  been 
named  by  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  to  serve  as  its 
1981  President. 

Dr.  Norris  is  a  graduate  of  Dillard 
University  and  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  and  was  awarded  the  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree  by  the  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Theological  Center.  His  pastorates 
include  Haven  UMC  (1963-66),  Tech 
(1966-68),  and  First  Street  (1972-74),  and 
he  has  been  heavily  involved  in  the 
religious  and  civic  affairs  through  such 
organizations  as  the  Urban  League, 
Lafon  Home,  People’s  Community 
Center,  and  the  Dillard  University 
Alumni  Association.  He  is  on  the  Board  of 
Publication  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Norris  succeeds  another  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor,  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  as 
president  of  the  interdenominational 


ecumenical  organization.  The 
Federation  of  Churches,  however,  is  one 
of  the  broadest  based  organization  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States,  including  some 
two  hundred  churches,  representing  vir¬ 
tually  all  of  the  Protestants  denomina¬ 
tions  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area. 
From  its  offices  in  the  New  Orleans  Cen¬ 
tral  Business  District,  the  Federation 
operates  a  wide  variety  of  programs  on 
behalf  of  its  constituent  churches,  and 
represents  its  constituency  to  the  civic, 
governmental,  and  business 
communities,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
public. 

Another  Methodist,  Dr.  Daniel  C. 
Thompson,  professor  of  Sociology  and 
Vice  President  for  Academic  Affairs  at 
Dillard,  was  named  a  Vice  President  of 
the  Federation.  Dr.  Thompson  is  a 
distinguished  scholar,  with  degrees  from 
Clark  College.  Gammon  Seminary, 
Atlanta  University,  Harvard  and 
Columbia  He  is  a  Fellow  at  the  Center 
for  Advanced  Study  in  the  Behavioral 
Sciences,  at  Stanford  University. 


oiiuwii,  i.  -  r.  are  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  superintendent 
of  the  Monroe  District  and  Mr.  Bobby  Conville,  Chairperson 
of  the  Administrative  Board. 


Grace  for  Grace 

Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  celebrated  its  30th  Anniversary 
recently.  Over  one  hundred  sixty  persons 
were  in  attendance  to  hear  Dr.  Douglas 
L.  McGuire,  the  church’s  first  pastor, 
bring  the  morning  message. 

Following  the  special  worship  service 
that  coincided  with  the  celebration  of  the 
First  Sunday  in  Advent,  the  membership 
enjoyed  the  covered  dish  luncheon.  One 
of  the  highlights  of  the  anniversary 
luncheon  was  the  cutting  of  the  special 
30th  Birthday  Cake,  prepared  by  Mrs. 
Vernon  Lay,  Jr.,  a  charter  member  of 
the  church.  Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys  is 
the  present  pastor. 
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Members  of  the  Centenary  cluster  of  Holy  Fools  (1.  to  r.) 
Karen  Albano,  David  Otto  and  John  Werner  get  together  to 
talk  about  makeup  techniques. 


These  persons  recently  led  the  Aldersgate  congregation  in  a  Service  of 
Ground  Breaking  for  a  sanctuary.  From  left  to  right:  Leo  Ehrhardt,  Chair¬ 
person  of  Finance;  Bill  Baker,  Chairperson  of  the  Administrative  Board; 
Margaret  Rennie,  Chairperson  of  Trustees;  Lynn  Bradley,  Chairperson  of 
the  Council  on  Ministry;  Bill  Masseker,  Chairperson  of  the  Building 
Committee;  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  Pastor.  The  new  building  will  contain 
a  chapel  with  seating  for  60;  5  classrooms,  a  vestry  and  choir  director’s 
office,  plus  music  room  and  a  sanctuary  with  a  sitting  capacity  of  460.  The 
building,  which  represents  Phase  3  of  the  Slidell  church’s  building  program 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  summer  of  1981 . 


Shown  above  are  members  of  the  Building  Committee  for 
the  new  Area  Office  on  the  day  the  preliminary  design  was 
approved.  They  are  looking  at  the  pictures  which  we  will 
print  for  you  as  soon  as  they  are  available  to  us.  Shown 
above,  top  picture,  1.  to  r.:  William  Hughes,  Harvey 
Williamson,  Paul  White,  Leon  Netterville,  Amy  Ward,  and 
Woodrow  Hearn.  Bottom  picture,  Amy  Ward,  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  Paul  White,  Richard  Hill,  Leon 
Netterville,  Woodrow  Hearn,  Harvey  Williamson,  and 
William  Hughes.  Not  shown  in  these  two  pictures  are  Luther 
Jordan,  chairman  of  the  committee,  Thomas  Matheny,  and 
D.L.  Dykes. 


A  Workshop  on  Healthy  Families  and 
an  Ecumenical  Worship  Service  will  be 
features  of  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  on 
January  16  and  17,  in  Lafayette. 

The  Ecumenical  Worship  Service  will 
be  held  Friday  evening  in  the  Cathedral 
of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist.  Bishop 
Frank  C.  Cummings,  presiding  Bishop  in 
Louisiana  for  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  The  Bishops  and  other 
judicatory  heads  from  other 
denominations  will  assist  in  the  service. 
The  Chorale-Acadienne  will  provide 
special  music.  The  general  public  is 
invited. 

The  Workshop  on  the  Healthy  Family 
will  be  held  on  Saturday  from  9:00  a  m. 
until  3:00  p.m.  The  leader  of  the 
Workshop  will  be  Dr.  Jerry  Lewis  of 


Dallas,  Texas.  Dr.  Lewis  has  done 
special  research  on  the  attitude  and 
relationships  that  enable  happy  family 
living.  The  Workshop  will  be  held  at  the 
Asbury  UMC.  It  is  open  to  all  interested 
persons,  lay  or  clergy.  The  cost  of  the 
Workshop  is  $4.00  per  person  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  luncheon  which  will  be  served 
at  the  church.  Persons  may  register  for 
the  Workshop  by  sending  registration  to: 
Catholic  Social  Services,  601  West  St 
Mary  Boulevard,  Lafayette,  La.  70506 
The  Workshop  is  made  possible  in  part 
by  a  grant  from  the  Louisiana 
Committee  for  the  Humanities. 

The  business  session  of  the  Annual 
Assembly  will  be  held  Friday  afternoon 
from  2:00  ’til  5:00  p.m  at  the  Asbury 
UMC.  The  Right  Rev.  James  B.  Brown. 
Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Louisiana  and  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  will  preside. 
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La.  Interchurch 
Conference  program 


Design  set  for 
area  office 
building 


A  Georgian-style,  three-story  building 
has  been  selected  as  the  design  for  the 
new  area  offices,  soon  to  be  constructed 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

Luther  Jordan,  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  said,  “The 
committee  had  three  requests  of  the 
architect,  William  Hughes,  as  he  began 
to  work.  Our  feeling  was  that  the  building 
ought  to  represent  Louisiana, 
Methodism,  and  Christianity.  We  believe 
that  the  design  which  has  been  approved 
will  accomplish  all  three  requests,  and 
that  Methodists  in  Louisiana  will  be  very 
pleased  with  it.” 

According  to  Hughes,  the  Georgian 
design  is  typical  of  Louisiana,  and  will 
blend  well  with  the  live  oak  trees  and  the 
architectural  style  of  buildings  that  are 
already  in  the  area.  Members  of  the 
committee  declared  that  the  new 
building  will  quickly  become  a  landmark 
for  downtown  Baton  Rouge. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  pointed 
out  the  remarkable  resemblance 
between  this  building  and  the  Epworth 
Rectory  where  John  Wesley  grew  up. 

The  preliminary  drawings  were 
approved  by  the  committee  and  the 
architect  was  instructed  to  prepare  the 
detailed  plans  necessary  to  begin 
construction.  Under  the  present  time¬ 
table,  it  is  expected  that  ground-breaking 
will  be  held  about  the  first  of  March  and 
that  completion  will  be  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  building  is  to  be  constructed  on 
property  recently  purchased  by  the 
conference.  It  is  on  North  Boulevard, 
directly  across  the  Old  Governor’s 
Mansion  and  a  few  blocks  from  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  Baton 
Rouge  Convention  Center  is  only  a  short 
distance  from  the  site,  as  well  as  down¬ 
town  business  and  banking  facilities 
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Christians  should  call  for  change 
in  TV’s  portrayal  of  alcohol  use 


A  recent  survey  has  shown  that  during 
a  75-day  test  period,  64  percent  of  all 
prime  time  network  television  programs 
contained  instances  of  alcohol 
consumption.  Such  consumption  was 
overwhelmingly  portrayed  as  both 
socially  desirable  and  relatively  without 
negative  consequences. 

The  research,  conducted  by  Dr.  Dennis 

T.  Lowry  of  Temple  University  in 
Philadelphia,  showed  that  not  one 
program  dealing  with  alcohol  abuse, 
alcoholism,  or  its  treatment  was  aired 
during  the  same  period  by  the  networks. 

The  study  of  ABC,  CBS  and  NBC 
programming  in  the  Philadelphia 
market  found  that  50  percent  of  all 
drinking  incidents  on  prime  time  TV 
programs  involved  consumption  of  hard 
liquor.  It  was  also  noted  that  drinks  were 
seldom  refused  when  offered  in  the 
programs  viewed.  The  acceptance  ratio 
was  16-to-one,  “thus  presumably 
indicating  to  viewers  that  turning  down  a 
drink  is  not  the  normal  or  social  thing  to 
do,"  Dr.  Lowry  said. 

Negative  consequences  of  drinking 
such  as  intoxication,  broken  marriages, 
accidents  or  lifetime  addiction  were 
rarely  shown.  When  drunkenness  was 
shown,  the  survey  found,  it  was  more 
often  depicted  as  a  laughing  matter  than 
as  a  serious  personal  or  social  problem. 

It  is  ironic  that  while  the  National 
Association  of  Broadcasters’  Television 
Code  bans  the  advertising  of  hard  liquor 
on  television,  the  broadcasters  seeming¬ 
ly  have  done  little  to  comply  with  the 
stipulation  within  the  same  code  that 
states  the  use  of  liquor  in  program 
content  "shall  be  de-emphasized.” 

Network  officials  defend  the  extensive 
portrayal  of  alcohol  consumption  in 
prime  time  programs  by  saying  what 
they  in  fact  are  doing  is  reflecting  society 
as  it  is.  However,  as  Dr.  Lowry  points  out 
in  his  report,  a  realistic  representation  of 
the  impact  of  alcohol  consumption  on 
society  would  necessitate  television 
portraying  one  out  of  every  10  adult 
drinkers  as  a  problem  drinker,  with 

Welcome  to  readers 
of  six  new  local 
church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  to 
its  readership  more  than  3,000  new 
member  families  receiving  six  new  local 
church  editions. 

They  are,  along  with  their 
circulations.  St.  Paul’s  DMC,  Wichita, 
Kansas  (Kansas  West  Conference),  600; 
Centenary  UMC,  Louisiana,  Missouri 
(Missouri  East  Conference),  250;  First 
UMC,  Canyon,  Texas  (Northwest  Texas 
Conference),  740;  St.  Paul  UMC, 
Midland,  Texas  (Northwest  Texas 
Conference),  450;  First  UMC,  Victoria, 
Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Conference), 
750;  and  Pollard  Memorial  UMC,  Tyler, 
Texas  (Texas  Conference),  550. 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  300  local  churches  across  the 

U. S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) . " 
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serious  negative  side-effects. 

In  light  of  the  serious  problems  related 
to  alcohol  consumption  in  our  nation,  it  is 
surprising  that  our  society,  which  has 
demanded  "truth  in  advertising,”  has 
not  demanded  equally  responsible 
reflections  of  truth  in  prime  time 
television  programming. 

Television  is  the  most  readily  available 
and  highly  influential  medium  in  our 
society.  The  values  and  lifestyles  of 
many  people  —  youth  and  adults  alike  — 
are  influenced  by  life  as  it  is  portrayed 
via  television.  The  subtle,  if 
unintentional,  promotion  of  alcohol 
consumption  as  not  only  an  acceptable  — 
but  even  a  necessary  and  desirable  — 
part  of  life  should  be  challenged. 

At  one  time,  an  effort  to  combat 
alcohol  consumption  occupied  a  central 
place  on  our  church’s  social  witness 
agenda.  At  present,  however,  no  general 
church  agency  is  making  a  concerted 
effort  to  inform  the  church  and  the  public 
regarding  the  destructive  consequences 
which  alcohol  consumption  can  —  and 
often  does  —  produce. 

The  lack  of  a  churchwide  program  to 
point  out  the  perils  of  alcohol 
consumption  does  not,  however,  lessen 
the  seriousness  of  the  problem.  In  fact,  it 
makes  the  efforts  of  individual 
Christians  all  the  more  important. 

We  believe  television  producers, 
advertisers  and  the  National  Association 
of  Broadcasters  should  be  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  more  realistic  and  responsible 
attitude  regarding  this  serious  social 
problem.  We  urge  United  Methodists 
across  the  country  to  write  letters  to 
local  station  managers,  program 
sponsors,  network  officials  and  the 
National  Association  of  Broadcasters 
concerning  the  frequent,  casual  and 
positive  way  alcohol  consumption  is 
portrayed  on  television  programs. 

Letters  to  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  should  be  sent  to  1771  “N” 
Street  Northwest,  Washington,  D.C. 
20036.  Letters  to  the  national  television 
networks  should  be  sent  to:  ABC,  1330 
Avenue  of  The  Americas,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10019;  CBS,  51  West  52nd  St.,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10019  and  NBC,  30  Rocke¬ 
feller  Plaza,  New  York,  N.Y.  10020. 

Television  violence 
a  continuing  concern 

The  promotion  of  alcohol  consumption 
is  not  the  only  area  of  legitimate 
Christian  concern  regarding  the  picture 
of  life  offered  by  the  commercial  tele¬ 
vision  networks  (see  preceding 
editorial). 

A  report  at  year’s  end  indicates  that 
the  amount  of  violence  on  television  has 
not  decreased  significantly  during  recent 
years  despite  expressions  of  public 
concern,  Congressional  hearings  and 
dozens  of  scientific  studies  linking 
violent  behavior  to  violence  viewed  on 
television  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

Nelson  Price,  head  of  United 
Methodism’s  public  media  office,  says 
that  a  recent  survey  indicates  that  an 
average  of  4.9  to  7.5  violent  acts  per  hour 
continue  to  be  depicted  during  prime 
time  network  programs.  And  there  are 
two  and  one-half  to  six  times  more 
violent  acts  —  depending  on  the  network 
viewed  —  on  Saturday  morning 
children’s  programs  than  on  prime  time 
programs. 

If  you  are  disposed  to  express  your 
concern  regarding  negative  values  that 
television  is  communicating,  you  may 
wish  to  include  the  exaggerated 
depictions  of  violence  in  a  letter  to  the 
responsible  officials  listed  in  the 
preceding  editorial. 
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We  should  be  expanding  our  circles 
to  be  inclusive  of  all  God’s  people 


By  SAMUEL  WONG 

The  American  poet,  Edwin  Markham, 
wrote: 

He  drew  a  circle  that  shut  me  out— 
Heretic,  rebel,  a  thing  to  flout. 

But  Love  and  I  had  the  wit  to  win : 

We  drew  a  circle  that  took  him  in ! 

A  circle  is  an  intriguing  device  that  can 
be  used  both  to  exclude  and  include 
people.  It  is  for  marking  boundaries, 
amassing  resources,  and  making 
identification.  Those  inside  the  circle  are 
the  insiders  —  the  "we’s”  —  the  ones  to 
share  the  goodies  of  life.  Those  outside 
the  circle  are  the  outsiders  —  the 
"they’s”  —  the  ones  to  gather  the 
crumbs,  if  any,  under  the  table. 

A  measure  of  the  inclusiveness  of  our 
church  is  the  relative  frequency  of 
“we’s"  and  "they’s”  in  our  conversation 
as  we  refer  to  one  another.  Do  we  speak 
of  the  ethnic  minority  churches  as 
“they"?  Do  we  speak  of  the  white 
churches  as  "they”?  Do  we  speak  of  the 
“Good  News”  people  as  "they”?  How 
wide  is  our  circle? 

All  of  us  live  our  lives  in  circles,  among 
our  families,  friends,  and  co-workers.  We 
form  circles  on  the  basis  of  common 


interests,  common  language,  common 
cultural  background,  common  political 
outlook,  or  common  theological 
orientation,  and  the  basis  for  forming 
circles  is  infinite.  Some  circles  we  are 
born  into;  others  we  join  voluntarily.  We 
are  a  people  of  circles;  each  of  us  is 
involved  in  a  network  of  circles,  each  of 
us  has  a  diversity  of  relationships.  To 
speak  of  circle  —  human  circle  —  is  to 
imply  diversity  of  race,  sex,  class,  age, 
diversity  of  resources  and  gifts.  How 
wide  is  our  circle? 

In  spite  of  the  diversity  of  life,  or 
perhaps  because  of  it,  we  have  a  bias  for 
homogeneity.  This  bias  is  probably 
inherent  in  the  process  of  human 
development.  Our  early  socialization  and 
associations  have  shaped  a  social  world 
for  us  in  which  we  can  find  our  places  and 
know  ourselves.  Who  we  are  and  where 
we  are  condition  us  to  how  we  draw  our 
circles.  We  need  circles  to  make  our  lives 
predictable. 

Being  in  a  particular  set  of  circles  is 
not  inherently  negative.  It  is  negative 
only  when  members  of  a  particular  set  of 
circles  are  so  parochial  that  they  fail  to 
recognize  their  commonality  with  people 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  recalled  as 
man  seeking  justice,  reconciliation 


To  the  Editor: 

He  was  born  the  same  year  I  was.  He 
died  12  years  ago,  while  I  go  on;  yet,  if  I 
were  to  live  another  hundred  years,  I 
could  never  match  his  accomplishments. 
Who  was  this  man,  you  ask?  Why,  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 

At  this,  some  very  young  people  ask, 
“Who  was  he?”  He  was  many  things  to 
many  different  people;  advocate  of  civil 
rights,  promoter  of  world  peace  .  .  .  and 
each  remembers  him  for  their  cause.  But 
we  Christians  should  remember  and 
honor  him,  above  all,  because  he  loved 
Christ  and  obeyed  him,  and  gave  us  his 
personal  model  of  Christian  behavior  to 
follow.  His  goal  was  not  victory,  but 
reconciliation! 

This  was  shown  in  the  pledge  card  that 
each  of  his  volunteers  was  asked  to  sign 
before  marching: 

I  hereby  pledge  myself  to  the 
nonviolent  movement  (in  Birmingham). 
Therefore  I  will  keep  the  following  ten 
commandments, 

1.  Meditate  daily  on  the  teachings  and 
life  of  Jesus. 

2.  Remember  always  that  the 
nonviolent  movement  seeks  justice  and 
reconciliation  —  not  victory. 

3.  Walk  and  talk  in  the  manner  of  love, 
for  God  is  love. 

4.  Pray  daily  to  be  used  by  God  in  order 
that  ALL  men  might  be  free. 

5.  Observe  with  both  friend  AND  FOE 
the  ordinary  rules  of  courtesy. 

6.  Sacrifice  personal  wishes  in  order 
that  all  men  might  be  free. 

7.  Seek  to  perform  regular  service  for 
others  and  for  the  world. 

8.  Refrain  from  the  violence  of  fist, 
tongue  or  heart. 

9.  Strive  to  be  in  good  spiritual  and 
bodily  health. 

10.  Follow  the  directions  of  the 
movement  and  of  the  captain  of  the 
demonstration. 

(These  ten  may  be  compared  to  those 
of  the  “Moral  Majority.”) 

This  was  the  secret  of  his  success  .  .  . 
the  love  of  Christ.  It  can  be  our  success 
also.  Let  us  remember  the  Christian 
martyrs  of  our  day.  Let  us  remember 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and  celebrate  his 


My  Witness 


‘Grandpa’s’  perspective  on  life, 
aging,  death  passed  on  to  children 


By  JOE  CURRERI 

When  we  were  grown-up  children,  we 
listened  with  affectionate  interest  to 
grandpa’s  story  of  his  long  and  peaceful 
life.  It  was  a  simple  story  such  as  many 
an  old  man  might  tell,  but  all  along  the 
pathway  of  his  heavenward  journey 
there  were  records  of  God’s  goodness 
and  mercy  to  him  and  his.  Grandpa  had 
faced  trials,  and  he  had  been  a  hard¬ 
working  man,  but  he  remembered  only 
his  blessings,  and  his  life  had  been  one 
long  thanksgiving. 

A  towering  man,  to  us  he  was  tall,  tan 
and  terrific.  Even  strangers  took  to  him 
before  they  knew  him.  One  seemed 
bewildered  by  the  sheer  massiveness  of 
his  welcome.  His  smile  had  a  charm  that 
would  disarm  a  Marine  sergeant.  But 
more  than  that,  he  was  a  frank,  straight¬ 
forward,  down-to-earth  kind  of  person. 
There  was  something  about  him  that 
penetrated  me  deeply. 

Much  of  the  advice  he  gave  has  long 
after  remained  with  me.  “It’s  nice  to  be 
important,”  he  would  say.  "but  more 
important  to  be  nice.” 

And  this  bit  of  wisdom  always  helped 
me;  "If  you  lose  and  quit."  he  said, 
"you’re  a  failure.  But  if  you  lose  and 
learn,  and  use  it  for  another  try,  you’re 
no  failure.  You’re  a  success. " 

He  always  loved  company  at  his  house 
and  I  remember  him  saying,  "He  who 
comes  to  visit  me  in  my  home,  does  me  a 
great  honor.  He  who  doesn’t  come  does 
me  a  great  favor." 

You  could  not  look  at  grandpa  without 


feeling  that  he  possessed  the  antidote  to 
every  human  ill.  But  the  years  rolled  by 
and  the  stern  manliness  which  then 
walked  forth  with  confident  strength 
slowly  began  to  totter  under  the  weight  of 
time. 

It  was  at  a  large  family  gathering  one 
day  that  we  listened  to  Grandpa  even 
more  intently  than  usual. 

“I  have  been  a  happy  man,”  he  said, 
“and  I  thank  you,  my  dear  children,  for 
never  giving  me  cause  for  sorrow.  May 
you  be  as  richly  blessed  in  your  families 
as  I  have  been  in  mine. 

“Among  my  mercies,  I  must  not  forget 
to  thank  God  for  the  uninterrupted  health 
He  has  permitted  me  to  enjoy.  I  have 
never  known  a  day’s  sickness.  Within  the 
last  few  years  I  sometimes  had  a  sharp 
pain  in  my  heart,  sometimes  a  fearful 
beating  there.  My  old  friend,  Dr.  Deo, 
has  told  me  that  I  shall  die  suddenly.  I 
hope  his  words  will  prove  true.  I  would 
not  linger  on  a  bed  of  sickness.  If  the 
choice  were  given  me,  I  should  say, 
‘Come,  Lord  Jesus,  do  come  quickly.’ 
And  when  I  am  gone,  do  not  mourn  for 
me.  I  shall  not  come  back  but  I  will  have 
exchanged  the  coming  infirmities  of  old 
age  for  perfect  blessedness  in  the 
presence  of  God  my  Savior.” 

"My  Witness “  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Mr.  Joe 
Curreri,  is  a  layman  who  lives  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


birthday  on  Jan.  15  this  year. 

Neil  A.  Sinclair 

LaGrangeville,  New  York 

Zimbabwe  appeal  hurt  by 
past  UM  actions  there 

To  the  Editor : 

The  “mysteriously  low  response”  to 
the  needs  of  the  UMC  in  Zimbabwe 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  28)  is  probably  related 
to  the  perception  that  the  UM  general 
board  agencies  were  as  influential  as 
they  could  be  in  the  destruction  of  the 
facilities  which  now  need  repair  and 
replacement.  It  is  perceived  that  some 
UM  general  boards  and  agencies  bear 
some  responsibility  for  the  present  state 
of  affairs  in  Zimbabwe  because  of  their 
strong  support  of  the  "liberation"  forces 
whose  activities  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  these  facilities. 

In  short,  the  UMC  has  damaged  its 
credibility  as  an  agency  for 
reconstruction  by  fik*st  being  an  agency 
for  the  destruction  of  that  which  they 
would  now  rebuild.  Any  success  on  the 
part  of  a  UM  general  board  or  agency  in 
raising  funds  for  this  worthy  cause  will 
depend  in  some  degree  on  their  ability  to 
answer  the  objections  inherent  in  the 
above.  "You  tore  it  down.  Now  you  want 
us  to  rebuild  it.  Why  should  we?”  This  is 
one  attitude  responsible  for  the 
“mysterious”  lack  of  response  to  the 
needs  of  the  UMC  in  Zimbabwe. 

I  would  say  to  those  who  have  the 
attitude  just  mentioned  that  there  is 
really  no  relationship  between  the  causes 
of  the  present  lack  of  facilities  in 
Zimbabwe  and  the  need  for  these 
facilities.  Whoever  is  responsible  for 
their  destruction,  they  now  need  to  be 
replaced.  Zimbabwe  needs  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation  to  which  Christian 
schools  and  churches  can  contribute.  The 
Good  News  of  God’s  love  in  Christ  for  all 
people  is  appropriate  for  those  in 
Zimbabwe  now.  They  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  know  of  that  love  and 
respond  to  it. 

John  R.  Smith 

Greenville,  Mississippi 

It’s  time  to  offer  help 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  Nov.  28  in  TM/UMR 
was  a  most  gratifying  expression  of 
concern  for  the  future  of  United 
Methodism  in  Zimbabwe.  To  those  who 
have  followed  the  Zimbabwe  people  in 
their  struggle  for  freedom,  and  also  the 
long,  untiring  and  dedicated  efforts  of 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  to  bring  justice 
and  peace  to  an  oppressed  people,  their 
present  plight  now  becomes  even  more 
real  and  their  needs  more  convincing. 
Any  concerned  Christian  can  not  escape 
the  impact  of  this  “monumental"  task 
facing  these  courageous  people.  This 
particular  appeal  for  help  should  tug 
heavily  at  the  heart  and  purse  strings  of 
every  caring  United  Methodist. 

For  too  long,  some  United  Methodist 
leaders  have  held  on  to  their  biased 
attitude  about  Bishop  Muzorewa’s 
handling  of  the  independence  struggle 
and  his  political  involvement  during 
those  years.  Should  a  man  be  ignored  or 
condemned  because  he  changed  from 
revolutionary  tactics  to  evolutionary 
measures  to  achieve  desirable  goals  for 
his  people?  A  resort  to  bloodshed  is  not 
always  the  solution  to  these  problems. 
Was  not  Bishop  Muzorewa  better 
informed  to  make  these  judgments  than 
those  residing  in  the  U.S.? 

It  is  now  time  to  answer  generously  the 
call  for  financial  help  in  this 
reconstruction  and  rehabilitation 
program.  These  are  a  brave  people  who 
have  suffered  much  and  deserve  much. 

Virginia  Turrentine 

Maryville,  Tennessee 

‘The  Force’  is  not  in  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  headlined  “Religion  from 
outer  space:  Sci-fi  carries  message” 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  28),  quotes  Robert 
Short  as  saying  that  movies  such  as  "The 


Empire  Strikes  Back”  and  “Star  Wars” 
have  strong  Christian  messages. 

I’d  like  to  know  where  in  the  Bible  is 
there  a  power  called,  or  even  related  to, 
"The  Force?"  In  the  movies,  “The 
Force"  is  the  mystical  power  based  on 
faith  that  can  be  used  for  either  good  or 
evil.  There  is  not  "one”  power  or  force 
that  Christians  know  of  that  can  be  used 
for  both  good  and  evil.  We  do  not  look  to 
God  for  the  power  to  do  good  and  evil,  nor 
do  people  look  to  Satan  to  do  good  and 
evil. 

Yoda  and  Luke  Skywalker  must  indeed 
have  faith  to  raise  the  “X-wing  fighter” 
out  of  the  swamp.  Yes,  you  must  have 
faith  to  perform  levitation,  but  who  uses 
levitation  “to  the  glory  of  God”?  Who 
gives  people  the  power  to  perform 
levitation:  God?  Satan?  or  some  Force? 

“The  Force”  clearly  comes  across  as 
pantheism,  i.e.,  the  doctrine  that  all 
forces,  manifestations,  etc.,  of  the 
universe  are  God.  Some  sects  of 
Buddhism  believe  in  this  doctrine,  many 
religions  and  cults  have  moral  codes  and 
faith  in  someone  of  something. 

In  these  days  we  must  be  careful  of  the 
message  movie  and  music  writers  try  to 
convey.  Matthew  24:4  says  “Watch  out 
that  no  one  deceives  you.  ’’ 

Brian  L.  Brubaker 
Mount  Joy,  Pennsylvania 

There  are  real  differences 

between  Christianity,  Islam 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  Dec.  5  article  on 
Christian/Muslim  relations,  Byron 
Haines  is  quoted  as  saying,  “The  Muslim 
will  disagree  with  Christians,  but  not 
with  the  Christian  faith  or  Jesus.” 

If  Dr.  Haines  has  been  quoted  fairly, 
then  either  Islam  or  Christianity  has 
done  an  about-face.  Traditional  Islam 
rejects  such  cardinal  Christian  teachings 
as  the  incarnation,  the  atonement,  and 
the  resurrection  of  Christ.  Obviously, 
teachings  on  the  Trinity,  the  Lordship  of 
Christ  and  his  claims  to  equality  with  the 
Father  also  are  emphatically  rejected  - 
by  the  Koran  and  Islamic  thought. 

Someone  has  said,  “There  are  a 
hundred  ways  to  put  out  a  fire;  denying 
its  existence  is  not  one  of  them.” 
Similarly,  there  are  a  hundred  ways  to 
engage  in  legitimate  and  healthy 
discussion  with  Muslims.  Denying 
fundamental  differences  under  the 
murky  cloak  of  misguided  pluralism  is 
not  one  of  them. 

Robert  J.  Phillips 
Santa  Ana,  California 


Mr.  Wong 

in  other  sets  of  circles  and  thereby  block 
the  possibilities  of  linkages  and  positive 
relationships.  Our  circles  also  become 
negative  when  they  equate  our  particular 
set  of  circles  with  the  total  circle,  there- 
negative  only  when  we  are  so  committed 
authenticity  of  other  circles.  In  the 
church,  the  "circle”  of  membership  is 
negative  only  when  we  are  so  committed 
to  our  circles  —  the  Establishment  or  the 
Movement  —  that  we  overlook  our 
common  identity  as  Christians  and  as 
United  Methodists. 

To  speak  of  circle,  in  the  Eastern  mind, 
is  also  to  imply  polarity:  the  "Yin”  and 
“Yang”  that  are  intertwined  in  the 
ultimate,  the  "Tai  Chi,"  the  balance 
between  the  masculine  and  the  feminine  .• 
principles,  the  co-mingling  of  good  and 
evil.  Occidental  minds  tend  to  vascillate  - 
between  extremes,  but  the  circle  points 
to  the  essential  symbiotic  relationship  of 
polarities. 

How  do  we  understand  the  inherent . 
diversity  and  requisite  polarity  in  our' 
church?  How  do  we  deal  with  the  various 
circles  in  our  lives?  How  do  we  expand 
our  circles?  We  might  begin  with  the  • 
understanding  that  all  the  circles  that  • 
are  our  lives  are  within  the  larger,  ■ 
encompassing  circle  of  God’s  people.  • 
God  is  within  the  circles  and  above  the 
circles.  We  may  have  multiple  group 
affiliations,  but  we  are  all  members  of 
the  household  of  God. 

Expanding  our  circle  must  be 
anchored  in  the  center  of  our  faith  —  the 
living  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  A  circle  cannot 
be  constructed  without  a  center,  and  the 
area  within  the  circle  is  determined  by 
the  distance  from  the  center.  As  we 
anchor  in  Jesus  and  grow  outward,  we 
draw  a  circle  that  includes  “all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  men  and  women,”  that 
“whosoever  will  to  the  Lord  may  come." 
This  expansion  means  we  must  continue 
to  cultivate  a  dynamic  faith,  to  live  by 
the  Spirit  rather  than  the  letter  of  the 
law,  to  make  every  effort  to  close  the 
gaps  that  divide  us,  and  to  maintain  the 
unity  inherent  in  our  humanity  and  our 
creatureliness. 

I  believe  the  critical  task  of  the  whole 
church  is  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  —  a 
world  of  closed  circles,  of  special 
interests,  and  single-issue  politics  —  that 
our  circle  is  expansive,  open  to  all  .  .  . 
that  the  message  of  God  is  real  .  .  .  that 
God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His 
only  begotten  son  .  .  .  that  WHOSOEVER 
believeth  in  him  shall  not  perish,  but 
have  eternal  life.  We  have  this  story  to 
tell  the  nations.  We  need  to  tell  it  with  our 
lives.  We  need  to  draw  our  circles  in  such 
a  way  that  no  one  is  excluded. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor  is  Samuel 
Wong,  a  staff  member  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and  a 
lay  member  of  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


If  I  should  wake 

By  GORDON  PRATT  BAKER 
Glen  Burnie,  Maryland 
Tired  from  long  and  arduous  play 
My  little  son  knelt  by  his  bed; 

And,  fighting  sleep,  he  tried  to  say 
The  simple  prayer  he  always  said, 
But  weariness  could  not  defy 
And  so  he  mumbled,  half-asleep: 

"If  I  should  wake  before  I  die 
I  pray  Thee,  Lord,  my  soul  to  keep.’ 

“If  I  should  wake  before  I  die!” 

O  God,  I  thought,  how  true  of  me: 
Such  holy  purpose  I  pass  by, 

Such  sacred  service  fail  to  see! 

How  little  touched  by  others’  need 
I  seize  the  baubles  I  would  keep. 

O  God,  forgive  me  for  the  greed 
That  makes  my  soul  to  fall  asleep! 


Walk  with  MARTIN  MARTY  and 
MARY  LUKE  TOBIN  on  their 

Journeys  in  Faith 


Marty  and  Tobin  provide  insight  and  direction  for  the  future  from 
their  autobiographical  “ faith  journeys"  through  the  turbulent  60's  and 
70' s  in  the  latest  books  from  Abingdon’s  Journeys  in  Faith 

By  Way  of  Response 

Martin  Marty  presents  a  provocative  challenge  to  Christians  to  "bring  down 
the  walls  between  us"  and  concludes  with  a  powerful  prophetic  statement  on  the 
future  of  the  Christian  church.  Marty,  a  leading  contemporary  theologian,  is 
associate  editor  of  The  Christian  Century  magazine.  $7.95  _____ 

Hope  Is  an  Open  Door 

Sister  Mary  Luke  Tobin  relives  the  events  of  the  past 
that  brought  her  to  “look  further  than  the  familiar" 
and  to  speak  out  against  social  ills  everywhere. 

Hers  is  an  encouraging  story  of  hope  and  justice. 

Sister  Mary  was  the  only  American  woman  to 
participate  in  Vatican  II.  $7.95 

This  Abingdpn  series  is  edited  by  Robert  A.  Raines 
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Blending  cultures  troubles  Indians 

Native  American  UMs  seek  to  compete  with  revival  of  old  customs 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  “Grandpa  wouldn’t  allow  us  to  go  to 
pow-wows.  But  now  we’ve  got  to  rethink  some  of  this. 
We’ve  got  to  mix  the  culture  more  because  all  those  on 
the  outside  of  the  church  want  the  culture”  —  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman  of  a  Native  American 
congregation. 

“I  can’t  see  how  a  United  Methodist  can  be  half-time, 
going  to  pow-wows  sometimes  instead  of  church.  But 
my  people  do  it  all  the  time.  I  sweat  it  out  every  week 
when  there’s  a  big  pow-wow”  —  an  Indian  minister. 

The  surge  of  interest  among  Native  Americans  in 
their  ancestral  heritage  is  creating  tough  competition 
for  the  158  Indian  congregations  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  an  ethnic  segment  of  approximately 
14,000  members  which  is  believed  to  be  faltering  in 
many  areas. 

On  the  other  hand,  incorporating  more  of  the  Indian 
culture  into  the  churches  may  offer  a  great  opportunity 
for  bringing  new  life  to  those  churches. 

Several  ideas  on  the  subject  emerged  here  last 
weekend  as  nearly  200  Native  American  pastors  and 
lay  leaders  talked  in  discussion  groups  and  in  the 
hallways  during  the  first  national  gathering  of  local 
leadership. 

Incorporating  culture  considered 

Nobody  has  stepped  forward  to  suggest  that  the 
Indian  churches  should  change  their  theology  to  some 
kind  of  compromise  between  Christianity  and  the  non- 
Christian  Peyote  religion  practiced  by  many  Indians, 
said  Ron  Hickman  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  chairman  of  the 
UMC’s  Native  American  International  Caucus. 

But  it  must  be  recognized  that  there  are  variations  of 
worship,  he  said. 

For  instance,  he  regularly  visits  the  “sweat  houses” 
where  his  Choctaw  tribe  traditionally  has  sought 
spiritual  expression.  Although  many  of  those  praying 
around  him  aren’t  Christians,  his  spiritual  experience 
is  a  Christian  one,  Mr.  Hickman  said.  “I  pray  for  those 


in  hospitals  ...  a  lot  of  Indian  customs  prepare  you  for 
the  height  of  religious  experience.” 

All  United  Methodists  could  benefit  from  the 
resurgence  of  Indian  customs,  said  Dayton  Edmonds, 
a  Native  American  staff  member  of  the  general  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

“We  Indians  have  a  deep  spiritual  heritage  —  not 
just  for  humans  but  for  all  things  God  has  made,”  he 
said.  Some  of  that  should  be  shared  with  the  rest  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Edmonds  reiterated  a  desire  mentioned  by 
many  that  the  next  UM  hymnal  should  contain  some 
Indian  songs. 

As  the  rest  of  the  UMs  benefit  from  Native  American 
spirituality,  Indians  will  benefit  too  because  they  will 
feel  a  pride  and  feel  truly  included  in  the  denomination, 
Mr.  Edmonds  said.  “No  one  will  doubt  that  we  are 
producers,  too.” 

Warn  of  going  overboard 

Some  of  the  Native  American  leaders  here  held  to  a 
line  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  going  overboard  in  the 
culture. 

“Because  I’m  Indian  doesn’t  mean  I  can  go  back  to 
my  great-grandfather’s  life,”  said  the  Rev.  Callen 
Burris  of  Pawnee,  Okla.  “I  feel  sorry  for  people  who 
can’t  accept  that.” 

The  pow-wows  occur  on  weekends,  often  both  days, 
and  include  lots  of  traditional  culture  such  as  dancing 
and  music  and  sometimes  other  elements  such  as 
gambling  and  drinking,  said  the  Rev.  Lester  White 
Pigeon  of  Watonga,  Okla.  They  aren’t  really  religious, 
so  it  is  possible  for  a  good  Christian  to  participate  in 
some  ways  in  a  pow-wow  without  compromising 
beliefs,  he  said. 

But  such  gatherings  compete  for  the  time  of  lndians, 
he  said.  “Twenty  years  ago,  you  never  heard  of  pow¬ 
wows  ...  All  this  concern  about  the  past  just  digs  up  a 
lot  of  bitterness  .  .  .  hatred  of  whites,  too. 

“Of  course,  the  white  churches  have  even  more 
problems.  They  have  to  compete  against  races  and 
ballgames,  etc.” 


The  Rev.  Marvin  Abrams,  an  Indian  pastor  in  Los 
Angeles,  spoke  to  the  issue  in  the  keynote  address  of 
the  meeting  here  of  Indians  from  throughout  the 
United  States.  “It  is  good  to  know  and  identify  with  the 
past.  But  living  in  the  past  is  something  else.”  He 
referred  to  Isaiah  who  was  fed  up  with  Israel 
“wallowing  in  old  memories.  Isaiah  quoted  God,  ‘Here 
and  now  I  will  do  a  new  thing.  ’  ” 

The  Native  American  churches— which  will  lose  60 
percent  of  their  pastors  in  the  next  10  years— must 
begin  “a  new  thing”  without  dwelling  on  the  past,  Mr. 
Abrams  said. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  added,  the  church  that  has 
spent  so  long  “taming  the  savage”  must  learn  that  the 
Indian  culture  has  something  to  offer  Christianity. 

“When  a  person  comes  to  the  Christ  event,  he  doesn’t 
have  to  change.  We  have  our  songs.  There  is  a  pipe  on 
our  altar  as  a  symbol  of  prayer.”  He  said  his  church  is 
working  toward  incorporating  special  Indian  festive 
days  into  the  youth  program.  Changes  in  his  church  to 
bring  more  of  an  Indian  identity  into  it  are  changes  in 
symbols,  not  theology,  Mr.  Abrams  said. 

First  such  meeting 

The  gathering  here  may  mark  the  first  time  Native 
Americans  from  all  parts  of  the  nation  have  gathered 
in  such  numbers.  The  general  Board  of  Discipleship 
invited  them  so  they  could  come  up  with  specific  ways 
the  board  can  help  develop  the  local  churches  of  what 
is  the  smallest  of  four  ethnic  minority  groups  in  the 
UMC.  These  recommendations  were  not  completed  as 
TM/UMR  went  to  press. 

“I’m  optimistic  about  the  future  for  our  churches, 
but  some  things  have  to  happen,"  said  Harry  D. 
Folsom,  an  Indian  who  is  director  of  United  Campus 
Ministries  at  Eastern  Oklahoma  State  College.  If  the 
Indians  can  blend  in  the  Judeo-Christian  heritage  like 
the  Europeans  blended  it  into  their  culture  .  .  .  Indians 
will  be  happy  to  be  part  of  a  denomination  such  as  the 
UMC,  he  said,  which  is  predominantly  based  on 
European  culture. 


Social  action  arm  expected  to  lend  more  aid 


UMC  dismissed  from  Montana  case 


Women’s  division  joins  ‘cotton  dust’  case 


contact,”  he  said.  “The  board  feels  this 
reorganization  will  reopen  what  10-15 
years  ago  was  a  better  communication 
link.” 

The  General  Conference  last  spring 
opened  the  gates  for  the  change  by 
removing  language  from  the  Discipline 
which  tied  the  agency  to  a  rigid 
structure. 

Evaluations  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  in  1979  had  concluded  the 
agency  was  “top  heavy  administra¬ 
tively”  because  of  the  Discipline.  Twenty 
years  ago,  the  Board  of  Temperance, 
Board  of  Social  and  Economic  Relations 
and  the  Board  of  World  Peace  were 
combined  to  form  the  precursor  of  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  But  the  Discipline 
required  that  each  remain  a  separate  di¬ 
vision  with  its  own  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary.  The  board  also  had  other  asso- 


Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  Chicago,  chief 
counsel  for  general  United  Methodist 
interests,  said  the  Dec.  22  ruling  is  of 
great  importance  to  United  Methodism 
because  earlier  decisions  in  California 
might  appear  to  leave  the  denomination 
as  such  vulnerable  to  an  array  of  suits. 
The  California  courts,  in  the  Pacific 
Homes  cases,  have  held  the  denomi¬ 
nation  is  a  suable  entity. 

Ward  A.  Shanahan,  Helena,  Mont., 
counsel  for  United  Methodism  and 
Bishop  Alton  in  Montana,  said  the  basic 
question  settled  by  Judge  Meloy’s  ruling 
is  “the  church  is  what  it  says  it  is.  ” 

“The  Supreme  Court  has  said  secular 
courts  are  not  to  get  themselves  involved 
in  religion,”  Mr.  Shanahan  added,  and 
the  Dec.  22  decision  means  the  court 
“won’t  be  deciding  for  Methodism  what 
Methodism  is  all  about.” 

Dr.  Ralph  Zimmer,  an  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  civil  engineering  at  Montana 
State  University  here  and  an  active  lay¬ 
man  in  the  annual  conference  who  has 
been  identified  closely  with  the  litigation, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service  the 
opinion  “confirms  the  accuracy  of  what 
the  conference  has  been  arguing  all 
along,"  namely  that  the  dispute  solely  is 
between  the  conference  and  the 
foundation  board  of  trustees. 

Judge  Meloy’s  opinion  said,  “This 
Court  is  .  .  .  mindful  of  the  dangers 
inhering  in  judicial  contradiction  of  a 
religious  faith’s  structure  and  organ¬ 
ization  according  to  that  faith’s  own 
understanding  of  itself.” 

The  judge  noted  that  “in  this  case  the 
appropriate  regional  unit,  the  Yellowstone 
Annual  Conference,  is  before  the  court. ..” 

With  reference  to  Bishop  Alton,  Judge 
Meloy  said  the  bishop  "is  neither  an 
agent  of  The  United  Methodist  Church’ 
for  purposes  of  obtaining  service  of 
process  upon  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  nor  is  he  an  agent  of  the  ‘Yellow¬ 
stone  Conference .  .  ” 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  A  vastly  revamped 
social  action  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  expected  to  lend  considerably 
more  help  to  annual  conferences  and  dis¬ 
tricts  as  they  work  with  social  problems 
in  their  own  communities. 

“This  reorganization  (of  the  general 
Board  of  Church  and  Society)  says  we 
are  placing  as  much  importance  on  com¬ 
municating  with  the  church  and  confer¬ 
ence  workers  as  on  our  own  programs,” 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  told  TM/UMR. 

Last  month,  the  agency  abolished  long¬ 
standing  program  divisions,  terminated 
several  high-level  administrators,  eli¬ 
minated  their  jobs  and  established  a  new 
structure. 

“This  will  demand  less  money  for 
administration  and  free  up  more  money 


BOZEMAN,  Mont.  (UMNS)  —  A 
Montana  district  court  judge  here  Dec.  22 
dismissed  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  a  denomination  from  litigation  involv¬ 
ing  the  Yellowstone  Annual  Conference 
and  the  Bozeman  Deaconess  Foundation. 

“The  ‘United  Methodist  Church’  is  a 
spiritual  connection  of  millions  of  indi¬ 
vidual  persons  and  thousands  of  repre¬ 
sentative  church  units  which  are  collect¬ 
ively  incapable  of  being  sued  as  a  jural 
entity,”  said  Judge  Peter  G.  Meloy.  “For 
purposes  of  this  action  there  is  no  ‘United 


Mystery  workers  say: 
‘You  needed  help,  too’ 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  The 
incident  happened  the  day  before 
,  Thanksgiving,  but  the  Rev.  Alfred 
Wagner,  pastor  of  the  Basilica  of  St. 
Mary  here,  didn’t  learn  about  it 
immediately. 

In  his  parish  bulletin  he  told  about 
it: 

“Half  a  mile  away  from  us,  at 
Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  dinner  was  prepared  and 
served  to  anyone  from  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  who  wanted  to  come. 

“Volunteers  from  the  church  came 
to  assist  in  the  preparation  and 
serving  of  the  meal.  This  is  always  a 
major  undertaking  and  much  help  is 
needed. 

‘  ‘When  the  volunteers  came  into  the 
;  kitchen  and  dining  area,  they  were  not 
!  surprised  to  see  all  hands  on  deck  and 
'  busy. 

"Among  the  volunteers,  there  were 
:  two  women,  strangers  to  all  others, 
who  were  working  hard  with  trays  of 
.  food,  pots  and  pans. 

.  “  ‘Who  are  they?’ 

“ ‘I  don’t  know.’ 

!  “The  new  cook  at  the  church  didn’t 
!  know  them  either. 

“Everybody  was  too  busy  to  pursue 
the  matter  further. 

“When  the  Rev.  Jerald  Jackson, 
Hennepin  Avenue  UMC’s  pastor, 
came  in,  he  was  asked  about  them  but 
he  didn’t  know  them  either  so  he  went 
;  over  to  introduce  himself . 

“Imagine  everyone’s  surprise  when 
;  it  turned  out  that  these  were  two  nuns 
who  had  driven  up  from  Rochester, 
Minn.,  to  assist  at  the  Basilica’s 
annual  Thanksgiving  celebration  held 
the  same  day  and  had  mistaken 
Hennepin  United  Methodist  Church  for 
•  the  Basilica  and  their  dinner  for  ours. 

“I  am  told  by  my  informant  that 
!  they  all  had  a  good  laugh  and  that  the 
;  Sisters  —  whose  names  are  unknown 
to  me  —  said  to  Dr.  Jackson,  ‘It’s  all 
'  right.  You  needed  help,  too.’  ” 

;  The  Basilica  and  Hennepin  Ave.  UMC 
I  are  located  about  a  half-mile  apart. 


for  programs  —  mostly  services  to  the 
conferences  and  districts,”  said  Bishop 
Hodapp  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  who  is 
president  of  the  agency. 

He  indicated  the  changes  responded  to 
concerns  that  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  often  had  an  image  of  throwing 
itself  into  national  issues  that  it  targeted 
but  had  little  contact  with  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  find  what  UMs  on  the  local 
level  were  identifying  as  major  social 
problems  in  their  communities. 

Discover  emerging  issues 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  the  agency’s  staff 
will  spend  a  lot  more  time  in  the  field  to 
discover  the  “emerging  social  issues” 
and  then  provide  general  church  support 
for  local  efforts. 

“The  restructure  of  the  church  in  1968 
destroyed  some  of  the  traditional  lines  of 


Methodist  Church’  which  is  a  national  jural 
entity  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued.” 

Judge  Meloy  said  he  “was  convinced 
that  to  subject  (the  denomination)  to 
jurisdiction  would  violate  the  ‘establish¬ 
ment’  clause  of  the  Montana  Constitution 
and  the  First  Amendment”  of  the  United 
States  Constitution. 

The  litigation  dates  from  the  spring  of 
1978  when  the  Bozeman  Deaconess  Foun¬ 
dation  board,  in  a  disputed  action,  voted 
to  sever  its  ties  with  the  Yellowstone 
Annual  Conference.  The  foundation 
operates  Hillcrest  Retirement  Home  and 
Deaconess  Hospital  here. 

In  a  prepared  statement  released  in 
May  of  1978, 10  of  the  13  trustees  said  they 
“would  be  derelict  in  our  duty  to  the  com¬ 
munity  if  we  endangered  the  institutions 
to  pay  for  the  church’s  error  in  other 
places.”  They  said  they  took  the  action 
“to  remove  the  last  trappings  of  church- 
related  ties”  because  of  Pacific  Homes 
litigation.  A  tentative  settlement  in  those 
cases  was  reached  Dec.  10. 

Subsequent  to  the  trustees’  action,  the 
annual  conference  filed  a  $16  million 
injunction  seeking  to  prohibit  any 
changes  in  the  foundation’s  by-laws  and 
charging  the  trustees  with  violating  the 
trust  placed  in  them  by  the  annual 
conference.  Later,  the  foundation  sued 
the  conference  and  the  denomination  to 
quit  title  to  the  property. 

All  the  suits  eventually  were  consoli¬ 
dated  and  the  Dec.  22  action  removed  the 
denomination,  and  retired  Bishop  Ralph 
T.  Alton,  then  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  from  the  proceedings.  As  a 
result  of  this  and  related  decisions  by  the 
court,  the  way  is  now  clear  for  the 
district  court  to  hear,  perhaps  this 
month,  arguments  from  the  trustees  and 
the  annual  conference  pertaining  to  the 
proposed  by-law  changes. 

Efforts  by  the  annual  conference  to 
negotiate  a  settlement  with  the  foun¬ 
dation  trustees  have  not  been  successful. 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  filed  a  friend  of  the  court  brief  in  the 
“cotton  dust”  case  to  be  argued  before 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  during  the 
current  term. 

The  textile  industry  is  challenging 
regulations  propounded  by  the  Occupa¬ 
tional  Safety  and  Health  Administration 
(OSHA)  setting  strict  limits  on  exposure 
to  cotton  particles,  linked  to  symptoms  of 
brown  lung  disease. 

Formal  title  of  the  case  is  American 
Textile  Manufacturers  Institute  Inc.  et 
al,  as  petitioners  v.  Ray  Marshall,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Labor,  respondent. 

Among  those  joining  the  amicus  curiae 
action  in  support  of  Mr.  Marshall  are  the 
American  Public  Health  Association, 
United  Auto  Workers,  Natural  Resources 


Defense  Council,  Brown  Lung  Associ¬ 
ation,  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  National  Federation  of 
Priests  Councils,  Labor  Committee  of 
NOW,  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action. 

In  a  statement  setting  out  its  interest  in 
the  case,  the  Women’s  Division  cited  a 
statement  passed  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  titled  “Safety  and  Health  in 
Workplace  and  Community.” 

It  said  in  part:  “The  first  Social  Creed 
adopted  by  the  1908  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(North),  declared  that  workers  must  be 
protected  ‘from  dangerous  machinery, 
occupational  diseases,  injuries  and  mor¬ 
tality,’  and  that  working  conditions  must 
be  regulated  to  safeguard  the  physical 
and  moral  health  of  the  community. 


ciate  and  several  assistant  general  sec¬ 
retaries. 

As  of  Jan.  1,  the  board  has  only  two 
associate  general  secretaries  and  one  as¬ 
sistant,  Bishop  Hodapp  said.  All  of  the 
board’s  programs  now  fall  under  one 
associate,  Thomas  M.  Fassett. 

The  second  associate  is  Carolyn  W. 
McIntyre  who  directs  the  new  division 
which  will  be  looking  for  ways  to  help 
annual  conferences  and  districts. 

The  assistant,  Harold  Stephens,  is 
in  charge  of  all  financial  matters  related 
to  the  board. 

Change  easier 

Under  Mr.  Fassett  are  many  program 
departments  with  directors  who  are 
more  like  field  workers,  Bishop  Hodapp 
said. 

“Now  we  can  place  social  concerns  in 
priorities,”  he  said  “We  can  change  the 
departments  at  any  board  meeting.  ” 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  the  excitement  about 
what  the  social  agency  will  be  able  to  do 
is  tempered  by  the  sadness  of  having  to 
eliminate  the  jobs  of  several  long-time 
staff  members.  And  then,  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  turmoil  of  the  reorganization,  the 
agency’s  chief,  Dr.  George  H.  Outen,  49, 
died  of  a  heart  attack  (see  TM/UMR, 
Jan.  2). 

According  to  the  Rev.  Robert  McClean, 
the  new  head  of  the  agency’s  peace  and 
world  order  program,  Dr.  Outen  had 
spent  early  Christmas  eve  wrapping  presents 
and  was  watching  a  ballet  on  TV  with  his  wife 
when  he  suffered  the  heart  attack. 

Dr.  Outen,  whose  hands  had  been 
partly  tied  by  the  Discipline-dictated 
structure  since  he  took  charge  in  1976, 
had  spent  December  reshuffling,  ter¬ 
minating  and  appointing  most  of  the  per¬ 
sonnel  for  the  changed  structure. 

Asked  if  the  stress  of  reorganization 
contributed  to  the  heart  attack  of  Dr. 
Outen  who  had  a  medical  history  of 
hypertension,  Bishop  Hodapp  said  he 
didn’t  know.  He  noted,  however,  that  the 
agency’s  headquarters  here  was  filled 
with  a  lot  of  tension  in  December  as 
people  awaited  potential  new  job  assign¬ 
ments  and  termination.  Funeral  services 
for  Dr.  Outen  were  held  Dec.  29  at 
Asbury  UMC  here. 

“The  two  associate  general  secretar¬ 
ies  are  acting  in  consultation  with  me  to 
run  the  board  until  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  board  meets  in  a  special 
session  Jan.  15,”  Bishop  Hodapp  said. 
“We’ll  name  an  acting  general  secretary 
then  and  name  a  search  committee  for 
the  new  general  secretary.” 

The  full  board  of  directors  meets  in  its 
regular  annual  meeting  in  February. 
One  of  the  benefits  from  the  staff  cuts  is 
that  the  board  will  have  enough  money  to 
meet  twice  a  year  during  this  quadren- 
nium.  Bishop  Hodapp  said.  “This  is 
much  better.  One  meeting  each  year  will 
be  out  in  the  country  where  the  consti¬ 
tuency  is.” 


“Today  as  well,  the  church  is  called  to 
declare  that  the  health  of  every  indi¬ 
vidual  is  part  of  community  health, 
including  safe  and  healthy  conditions  in 
places  where  people  work.  The  Church 
has  a  responsibility  to  pronounce  clearly 
the  implications  of  God’s  law  of  love  for 
human  health.  Where  human  life  and 
health  are  at  stake,  economic  gain  must 
not  take  precedence.” 

According  to  the  statement,  the 
Women’s  Division  is  “particularly 
concerned”  that  the  industry’s  alter¬ 
native  to  the  OSHA  regulations  will  bear 
heavily  on  women  and  minority  workers. 

It  pointed  out  that  in  the  weaving  and 
spinning  department,  a  high  level  for 
dust,  usually  50  percent  to  90  percent  of 
the  workers  are  female.  In  the  opening 
process,  another  high  level  area,  blacks 
are  traditionally  concentrated. 
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Expressive,  life-like  drawings  by  Martha  Perske  appear  throughout  a  new 
Abingdon  book.  “New  Life  in  the  Neighborhood."  written  by  her  husband  Robert.  The 
book  argues  for  “normalized  environments"  or  community  living  for  both  physically 
and  mentally  handicapped  persons. 

—A  UMNS  PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 


UMC  gears  up  to  mark 
disabled  persons’’  year 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  agencies  are  gearing  up  to 
help  local  congregations  and  individuals 
observe  the  “International  Year  of  Dis¬ 
abled  Persons"  Suring  1981. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  and  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  are  cooperatively 
preparing  a  packet  of  sample  materials 
while  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  releasing  another  book  in  a 
series  of  at  least  10  which  deal  with  vari¬ 
ous  disabilities. 

On-going  curriculum  resources  are 
including  items,  and  the  November  1980 
issue  of  The  Church  School  magazine 
was  prepared  around  the  theme, 
“Reaching  Out  to  Persons  with 
Handicapping  Conditions.  ’  ’ 

The  denomination’s  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference  officially  endorsed  the  inter¬ 
national  year  observance  and  took 
several  related  actions.  No  beyond-the- 
local-church  funds  can  be  used  to  help 
construct  buildings  with  barriers  which 
make  access  difficult  or  impossible  for 
individuals  requiring  crutches  or 
wheelchairs. 

Also,  all  levels  of  the  church  were 
asked  to  include  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  among 
nominees  for  elected  offices,  and  the 
conference  declared  that  handicapping 
conditions  can  no  longer  be  considered 
impediments  to  the  ordained  or  diaconal 
ministry. 

For  the  first  time,  the  denomination 
also  has  a  full-time  staff  person  working 
in  the  area  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions.  The  Rev.  Toby  Gould  is 
serving  as  executive  secretary  of  a 
section  in  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries.  He  began  work  in  March. 

Mr.  Gould  said  the  packet  being 
produced  by  the  two  program  boards  will 
be  available  from  Discipleship 
Resources  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Service  Center  in  Cincinnati 
this  month.  It  will  include  an  order  blank 
and  samples  of  12  resources  which  can  be 
used  for  study  and  worship.  Sample 
resources  are  included  to  help  local 
congregations  observe  “Access 
Sunday,”  also  recommended  by  General 
Conference. 
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Mr.  Gould  said  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  is  producing  a  small  booklet 
dealing  with  issues  of  transportation, 
education  and  employment. 

"It  is  practical,  concerned  with  needs 
of  individuals,  and  calls  for  community 
action,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Gould’s  office  has  produced  an 
“audit”  to  help  local  congregations 
examine  their  own  facilities. 

“They  can  take  this  audit  and  a  tape 
measure  and  determine  what  barriers 
exisf,”  Mr.  Gould  explained.  “Then  they 
can  set  priorities  and  develop  a  plan  for 
removing  them.” 

He  said  the  purpose  of  an  “audit”  is  to 
help  a  local  congregation  see  the  total 
picture. 

“Barriers  are  more  than  ramps.  They 
include  hearing  and  sight  problems.”  If 
congregations  don’t  look  at  the  whole,  he 
said,  “all  they  see  are  the  front  steps.” 

Abingdon,  the  book-publishing  division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  has  issued  in  recent  years  several 
books  that  will  be  pertinent  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Year,  according  to  Book  Editor 
Ronald  P.  Patterson. 

They  include  “Play  Activities  for  the 
Retarded  Child,”  “Listen  and  Help  Tell 
the  Story,”  “Ready  to  Work?,"  “Help¬ 
ing  Children  with  Learning  Disabilities,” 
“Ethical  Issues  in  Mental  Retardation,” 
“Music  Activities  for  Retarded  Child¬ 
ren,”  “Cooking  Activities  for  the 
Retarded  Child,”  “Help  Them  Grow!,” 
“Creating  the  Caring  Congregation”  and 
‘  ‘The  Acorn  People.  ’  ’ 

“The  Acorn  People”  has  been  made 
into  a  movie  by  NBC-TV  and  will  be 
broadcast  Feb.  6. 

The  latest  book  published  by  Abingdon 
is  “New  Life  in  the  Neighborhood,” 
created  by  husband  and  wife  team 
Robert  and  Martha  Perske.  Mr.  Perske 
wrote  the  book,  using  documented  cases, 
and  Mrs.  Perske  illustrated  it  with 
expressive,  life-like  drawings. 

_ Classified _ 

GEODESIC  DOMES  —  All  sizes  Save  energy,  labor 
and  costs.  James  E.  Tate,  1802  Place  One  Lane. 
Garland,  TX  75042  (  214  )  238-7726  night.  235-3191 
days. 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  OF  DREW 
UNIVERSITY  invites  applications  for  position  of 
Dean.  Appointment  will  begin  July  1.  1981 
Candidates  should  submit  vlue,  a  statement  of 
qualifications  and  interest  (500  words  or  less),  and 
two  supporting  letters  by  January  20.  1981,  to: 
Search  Committee  for  Theological  School  Dean, 
Office  of  the  President.  Drew  University,  Madison. 
NJ  07940.  Drew  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity. 
Affirmative  Action  Employer 


METHODIST  HOME.  Waco,  Texas,  is  looking  for  a 
Director  or  Minister  of  Education  and  Youth 
Services  Call  or  write  Chaplain  Dan  Adams,  (817) 
753-0181,  Methodist  Home.  1111  Herring  Ave  ,  Waco, 
TX  76708 


METHODIST  PASTORS  ALERT  Study  'Wesley: 
His  Theological  &  Social  Ethics"  —  3  days  of 
lectures/discussions  by  Dr  Fred  Carney.  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  to  be  held  Feb  1-3  near  Chicago. 
II,  at  Aylesford  Retreat  House.  Respondents:  Dr 
Robin  Lovin,  Prof,  of  Social  Ethics,  U  of  Chgo;  Dr. 
David  Tracy,  Prof  of  Theology,  U  of  Chgo. 
Sponsored  by  John  Wesley  Theological  Society,  a 
Midwest  pastors'  study  group  doing  7th  annual 
program  Cost:  $65  bed/meals  Reservations,  phone 
Rev  D  Kleinschmidt,  (312  )  9694)649,  or  write  40  N 
Lincoln.  Westmont,  IL  60559 


MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  - 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Stanton.  Texas. 
Salary  negotiable-send  resume  and  photograph,  c/o 
Davis  R  Edens.  PO  Box  1 193,  Stanton.  TX  79782 


WANTED:  Experienced  Director  of  Program  for 
1,800-member  Calvarv  L'MC,  3701  Hillsboro  Rd  , 
Nashville.  TN  37215  Write  or  call  (615>  297-7562  for 
job  description  Deadline.  Jan  31  Salary  $18,000  - 
$20,000  plus  benefits. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  for  adult 
choir,  youth  choir,  handbells  Four  decades  of  excel¬ 
lence  in  music.  51  rank  Moller  %  of  time  negotiable. 
$12-14,000  range  For  application  write  Rev  Robert 
W  Gordon.  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  6199 
Waterman.  St.  Louis,  MO  63112.  314-863-1992 
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WAKEFIELD-LYNNFIELD  UMC  PHOTO 

Child’s  message  travels  far,  fast 


WAKEFIELD,  Mass.  -  The 
children  of  Wakefield-Lynnfield  UMC 
released  balloons  at  the  close  of  the 
Sunday  services  marking  the  25th 
anniversary  of  their  church  here  last 
fall  —  with  a  sequel  that  took  some 
time  to  learn. 

The  Rev.  Alan  H.  Moore  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy 
Hannam  of  West  Dalhousie,  Nova 
Scotia  which  read: 

“The  balloon  landed  safely  in  a  tree 
in  front  of  our  house  today.  (Mr. 
Hannam)  had  to  take  a  pole  to  get  it 
down.  We  thought  it  was  one  of  the 
(local)  children’s  balloons.  Tben  we 
noticed  on  the  string  was  a  note.’’ 


The  nntp  Mr.  Moore  explained, 
contained  a  Bible  verse  and  the  words 
“God  loves  us  all.’’ 

Mrs.  Hannam  enclosed  a 
homemade  bookmark  and  added: 
“Please  read  the  21st  Psalm.  God 
sure  does  love  us  a  11 .  ’  ’ 

“The  winds  of  God  were  blowing 
that  day,  scattering  His  message  of 
love  to  unexpected  and  appreciative 
places,”  Mr.  Moore  said. 

And  the  winds  were  blowing 
speedily,  because  the  Hannams 
found,  unburst,  the  child’s  helium-fill¬ 
ed  balloon  the  same  day  it  was  releas¬ 
ed,  some  300  miles  northeast  of  Wake¬ 
field. 


People ’s  Republic  forms 
council  to  work  with  church 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  China 
Christian  Council  has  been  formed  in  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  to  help  the  50- 
60  newly  reopened  Protestant  churches 
relate  to  each  other  and  train  ministers, 
do  Christian  nurture  and  publish 
Christian  literature. 

This  news  was  reported  by  the  Rev. 
Yap  Kim  Hao.  general  secretary  of  the 
Christian  Conference  of  Asia  (CCA)  and 
former  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Singapore,  who  visited  China  the  last  two 
weeks  of  October.  He  went  after 
receiving  an  official  invitation  from  the 
Rev.  K.  H.  Ting  (Ding  Guangxun)  to 
make  a  “personal  and  private  visit”  to 
church  leaders  there. 

A  detailed  report  on  his  trip  was 
received  by  the  United  Methodist  World 
Division  here.  He  said  the  new  council 
was  formed  by  176  delegates  from  the 
provinces,  municipalities  and  regions 
who  attended  the  Chinese  National 
Christian  Conference  in  Nanjing  which 
began  Oct.  6.  Many  of  those  present.had 
not  seen  each  other  since  before  the 
Cultural  Revolution.  The  last  such 
conference  was  in  1961. 

The  new  council  is  separate  from  the 
Three-Self  Patriotic  Movement,  which 


serves  as  liaison  between  the  churches 
and  government.  According  to  Mr.  Yap, 
this  movement  “will  continue  to  promote 
self-government,  self-support  and  self¬ 
propagation  of  the  churches  ...  It  will 
assist  the  government  to  implement  its 
policy  of  religious  freedom  and  the 
building  of  a  socialist  society.” 

The  primary  role  of  the  new  body, 
according  to  a  document  produced  at  the 
conference,  is  pastoral  care,  both  for 
those  attending  services  in  church 
buildings  and  those  who  worship  in  house 
churches  as  they  did  during  the  Cultural 
Revolution.  It  also  will  help  to  reopen 
Nanjing  Seminary,  scheduled  to  receive 
students  in  February  1981.  Between  400 
and  500  applications  are  expected  next 
month. 

Officers  of  the  new  council  are  Dr. 
Ting,  president  (he  is  also  president  of 
the  Three-Self  Movement);  the  Rev. 
Zheng  Jian-ye  of  Shanghai,  general 
secretary;  Han  Wen-chao  and  Cao 
Sheng-hao,  associate  general 
secretaries.  There  are  nine  vice-presi¬ 
dents  from  a  variety  of  religious  back¬ 
grounds  and  a  standing  committee  of  31 
members  elected  to  four-year  terms. 


the  church  today 


UM  Rural  Fellowship 
makes  plans,  sets  goals 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  The  largest 
group  of  the  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship  ever  to  meet  for  planning  and 
goal-setting  gathered  here  last  month. 

The  fellowship’s  goals  for  the  coming 
four  years  include  increasing  lay  partici¬ 
pation,  monitoring  1980  General 
Conference  legislation  and  preparing  for 
1984  proposals,  adding  chapters  in  the 
annual  conferences,  influencing 
government  agencies  on  rural  issues, 
establishing  a  town-and-country  chair  at 
St.  Paul  Theological  Seminary  in  Kansas 
City,  increasing  distribution  of 
information  on  rural  issues,  including 
cooperation  with  other  agencies  and 
recommendation  of  study  books. 

Thirty-six  persons  participated  in  the 
planning  for  the  40-year-old  voluntary  or¬ 
ganization,  which  works  primarily  with 
churches  of  small  membership. 

Cokesbury  Book  Store 
damaged  by  fire 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)  -  Fire 
officials  here  were  investigating  an  early 
morning  blaze  Dec.  22  at  the  Cokesbury 
Book  Store  at  5244  Santa  Monica  Blvd. 

The  fire  broke  out  about  8:30  a.m.  just 
as  the  store  was  opening  for  the  day, 
according  to  Thomas  E.  Carpenter, 
senior  vice  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  for 
Cokesbury,  the  house’s  retail  sales 
division. 

There  were  reports  that  the  fire  had 
been  started  by  an  incendiary  device 
thrown  into  the  sales  area  from  a  door 
opening  off  the  parking  lot,  but  the  Los 
Angeles  arson  unit  would  only  say  Dec. 
23  the  matter  was  under  investigation. 
Mr.  Carpenter  could  offer  no  motive  for 
such  an  incident 

The  store  suffered  loss  of  stock  and 
smoke  damage,  but  there  was  no 
immediate  estimate  of  a  dollar  figure. 
No  injuries  were  reported 
The  building  in  which  the  book  store  is 
located  houses  the  offices  of  Los  Angeles 
Area  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  and  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  Pacific  Homes  corporation, 
and  a  variety  of  other  organizations. 

Stained  glass  available 
from  closed  church 

EVANSTON^  III.  (UMNS)  -  Stained 
glass  enthusiasts  in  the  U.S.  may  find 
just  what  they  are  seeking  for  church  or 
home  in  a  newly  closed  British  Methodist 
church. 

Earlier  this  year  the  111-year-old 


Trinity  Church  in  Redcar,  England,  was 
closed  for  worship  and  five  windows, 
some  of  them  dating  back  to  the  end  of 
World  War  I,  are  in  need  of  a  new  home. 
The  church  itself  was  opened  in  1869  and 
replaced  an  earlier  structure  that  had 
served  the  city  on  the  North  Sea  since  the 
late  1700s. 

J.  R.  White,  property  secretary  of  the 
church,  said  the  windows  had  been 
removed  and  crated  awaiting  further 
disposition.  Inquiries  may  be  addressed 
to  him  at  21  Lorton  Road,  REDCAR, 
Cleveland,  England,  TSI0  4  LY. 

Overseas  workers  regain 
income  tax  benefit 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  To  the 
relief  of  numerous  charitable 
organizations,  particularly  missionary¬ 
sending  churches,  Congress  in  its  closing 
hours  restored  an  income  tax  benefit  for 
overseas  workers. 

Action  came  Dec.  13,  just  two  days 
before  the  final  deadline  for  payment  of 
1979  U.S.  income  taxes  by  employees  of 
overseas  charitable  organizations. 
Failure  to  pass  the  legislation  would 
have  added  some  $200,000  in  1979  taxes 
for  United  Methodist  missionaries  and 
more  than  $225,000  for  1980. 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  had 
extended  the  1979  deadline  twice,  in  the 
expectation  that  Congress  would  act  to 
restore  to  such  workers  the  provision  of  a 
$20,000  annual  exclusion  on  tax  returns, 
well  above  the  income  for  most.  The 
exclusion  existed  for  all  overseas 
workers  until  1978  when  other  provisions 
were  enacted  for  employees  of  profit¬ 
making  organizations.  Missionaries  pay 
taxes  of  the  countries  in  which  they 
reside. 

Appeal  begun  to  rebuild 
Vietnamese  churches 

GENEVA  (EPS)— An  appeal  for  more 
than  $1  million  dollars  has  been  launched 
this  week  to  provide  material  aid  and 
financial  assistance  for  church  recon¬ 
struction  in  Vietnam. 

The  appeal  follows  a  request  from  the 
“General  Evangelical  Church  of  Viet¬ 
nam"  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
(WCC)  Inter-Church  Aid,  Refugee  and 
World  Service  (CICARWS)  to  reconstruct 
20  churches,  chapels,  parsonages  and 
other  church-related  buildings  in  Hanoi 
and  Haiphong  and  in  nine  provinces  of 
Vietnam  within  350  kilometres  of  the 
capital. 

The  churches  and  other  buildings 
were  destroyed  or  damaged  by  bombing 
during  the  1964-72  war.  Some  have  been 
provisionally  repaired.  They  now  need  to 
be  permanently  or  completely  recon¬ 
structed. 
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UM  deplores  TV  violence  level 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  amount  of 
violence  on  television  has  not  decreased 
appreciably  in  spite  of  public  concern, 
Congressional  hearings  and  dozens  of 
scientific  studies  linking  violent  behavior 
to  violence  on  TV,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  communications  specialist. 

Nelson  Price,  president  of  the  Media 
Action  Research  Center  (MARC), 
pointed  to  findings  of  the  new  National 
Coalition  on  Television  Violence  (NCTV) 
as  the  basis  for  this  conclusion. 

“The  most  scandalous  revelation  of  the 
monitoring  project,”  said  Mr.  Price,  “is 
the  amount  of  violence  on  Saturday 
morning  children’s  programs.  CBS 
children’s  programs  are  six  times  more 
violent  than  its  prime-time  shows;  ABC 
is  four  times  more  violent,  and  NBC  is 
two-and-a-half  times  more  violent.  The 
Public  Broadcasting  System  has  the 
least  violence  of  all  networks.” 

Mr.  Price,  head  of  United  Methodism’s 
Public  Media  Division,  is  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  NCTV. 

The  new  survey  last  year  covered  four 
full  weeks  for  each  commercial  network 
and  two  weeks  for  PBS  between  July  20 
and  Oct.  25. 

The  results  show  little  change  in  the 
high  violence  levels  found  in  1977  and 
1979  monitoring  performed  by  the  Na¬ 


tional  Citizens’  Committee  for  Broad¬ 
casting. 

In  prime  time,  NBC  was  the  most 
violent  network,  the  new  survey  showed. 
Its  programs  registered  7.5  violent  acts 
per  hour.  ABC  was  next  with  5.1  acts; 
CBS  had  4.9  acts  and  PBS  had  2.3.  Most 
violent  prime-time  program  by  far  was 
Buck  Rogers  on  NBC.  Second  was  Dukes 
of  Hazzard  (CBS),  third  Misadventures 
of  Sheriff  Lobo  ( NBC ) . 

The  list  of  high-violence  children’s  pro¬ 
grams  was  led  by  Bugs  Bunny/Roadrun- 
ner  on  CBS,  with  Superfriends  on  ABC 
and  Johnny  Quest  on  NBC  tied  for  second 
place. 

Commenting  on  the  Saturday  morning 
children’s  programs,  Mr.  Price  said: 
“Clearly  the  commercial  networks  are 
more  interested  in  gathering  an  audience 
for  advertisers  than  in  the  welfare  of 
children. 

“Furthermore,  the  violence  is  unnec¬ 
essary  because  children  will  watch  non¬ 
violent  programs.  However,  they  are 
often  not  as  easy  to  produce.  In  research 
underwritten  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  a  few  years  ago  it  became  clear 
that  ‘action’  attracts  the  attention  of 
children  —  but  it  does  not  have  to  be  vio¬ 
lent  action,”  he  stated. 

The  NCTV  study,  conducted  by  a 


professionally  trained  staff  in  Illinois, 
defined  a  violent  action  as  “the  deliber¬ 
ate  and  hostile  use  of  overt  force  by  one 
individual  against  another.” 

NCTV  found  nine  scientific  studies  on 
the  subject  of  cartoon  violence  and  its 
effects  on  children.  All  of  the  studies 
found  increased  violent  behavior  in  the 
children  after  watching  violent  cartoons. 


Sponsors  of  the  most  violent  Saturday 
morning  programs  were  General  Mills, 
General  Foods  and  MacDonald’s, 
according  to  NCTV. 

Sponsors  of  the  most  violent  prime¬ 
time  programs  were  American  Cyan- 
imid  (Breck,  Pine-Sol,  Old  Spice), 
Schering-Plough  (Maybelline,  Di-Gel), 
Hanes  (L’Eggs,  underwear),  Chevrolet 
and  Phillips  Petroleum. 


Group  charges  suicide-movie  link 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Fifteen 
Americans  have  killed  themselves 
last  year  after  watching  the  Holly¬ 
wood  film  “The  Deer  Hunter”  in  an 
uncut  television  version,  a  news 
release  from  the  National  Coalition  on 
Television  Violence  charges. 

The  group  reported  the  victims, 
ranging  in  age  from  8-  to  31-years-old, 
shot  themselves  in  the  head,  some 
while  demonstrating  Russian  rou¬ 
lette,  after  having  seen  the  movie 
about  the  Vietnam  war  on  television. 

Eight  of  the  dead  were  either  pre- 
teens  or  teenagers.  Two,  an  ll-year- 
old  and  a  31-year-old  White  House 


secret  service  agent,  wounded  them¬ 
selves. 

The  motion  picture  includes  scenes 
about  Russian  roulette  which  family 
members  of  a  number  of  the  victims 
indicated  they  had  discussed  shortly 
before  shooting  themselves. 

“Stations  had  been  notified  of  the 
deaths  and  the  grave  risks  but  have 
continued  showing  the  film,”  said  Dr. 
Thomas  Radecki,  an  Illinois  psychia¬ 
trist  and  NCTV  chairman. 

He  added  that  automobiles,  medica¬ 
tions,  toys  or  other  consumer 
products  would  have  been  recalled 
long  before  so  many  deaths  had 
occurred. 


‘New  Right’  political  clout  tops  1980  stories 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  The  role  of 
the  religious  New  Right  (Moral  Majority 
and  other  groups)  in  helping  elect  Ronald 
Reagan  as  president  and  in  defeating 
several  liberal  senators  has  been  chosen 
by  the  Religion  Newswriters  Association 
as  the  most  significant  religious  news 
development  of  the  past  year. 

It  was  the  first  choice  of  practically  all 
the  60  RNA  members  who  responded  to  a 
poll  conducted  for  the  association  by 
Willmar  Thorkelson,  Minneapolis  Star 
religion  editor.  The  association  is  made 
up  of  110  writers  who  report  the  news  of 
religion  for  secular  newspapers,  news 
magazines  and  wire  services. 

The  poll  listed  40  religious  stories  of  the 
past  year  and  several  members 
commented  that  it  was  harder  than  ever 
to  narrow  the  list  to  10.  Several  members 
noted  there  were  other  developments 
that  should  have  been  included  on  the 
list. 

The  resurgence  of  fundamentalist 
Islam  in  Iran  and  other  Middle  East 
countries  was  picked  as  the  second  most 
significant  development  in  religion  in 
1980. 

Ranking  next  in  the  balloting  were: 

—  The  Fifth  World  Synod  of  Bishops  in 
Rome  dealing  with  the  family  which  re¬ 
affirmed  the  Catholic  Church’s  position 
on  contraception  and  divorce  and  the 
attempt  of  U.  S.  bishops  (at  the  synod)  to 
deal  with  dissent  to  the  papal  encyclical 
on  birth  control. 

Perkins  dean 
questions  vision 

DALLAS  (RNS)  -  The  dean  of 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  here  entered  an 
ongoing  religious  controversy  last  month 
by  suggesting  fellow  United  Methodist  Oral 
Roberts  may  have  been  hallucinating 
when  he  saw  a  900-foot  vision  of  Jesus. 

“I  wouldn’t  want  to  be  put  into  a 
position  of  saying  Oral  Roberts  is  lying  in 
his  teeth,”  said  the  Rev.  Joseph  Quillian 
Jr.  of  Perkins,  “but  people  are  known  to 
have  all  kinds  of  hallucinations.” 

Dean  Quillian  received  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  an  unhappy  United  Methodist  offi¬ 
cial  in  Mr.  Roberts’  home  state  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma  who  called  the  evangelist’s  “vision” 
a  “fabrication,”  and  reminded  United 
Methodists  that  his  ministry  is  not  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce  of  Oklahoma  City, 
in  a  letter  to  Oklahoma  bishop  John 
Wesley  Hardt,  accused  Mr.  Roberts  of 
“empire  building”  and  said  United  Meth¬ 
odists  need  to  be  told  their  church  “does 
not  endorse  Oral  Roberts  and  his  schemes.” 

He  sent  a  copy  to  Dean  Quillian  at 
United  Methodist  related  Perkins. 

Last  September,  in  a  fund-raising 
letter,  Mr.  Roberts  announced  he  saw 
and  spoke  to  a  900-foot  image  of  Jesus 
standing  over  Oral  Roberts  University’s 
partially  completed  City  of  Faith 
hospital  complex.  He  reported  that  Jesus 
lifted  tbe  3-building  complex  off  it’s 
foundation  and  told  him,  “See  how  easy  it 
is  for  me  to  lift  it  ...  I  told  you  that  I 
would  speak  to  your  partners  and, 
through  them,  I  would  build  it.” 

“Partner”  is  the  term  Mr.  Roberts 
applies  to  donors  for  the  massive,  multi¬ 
million  dollar  hospital  project  in  Tulsa. 

Dean  Quillian  said  shortly  before  Mr. 
Roberts  joined  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  1968  he  visited  Perkins  and  talked  with 
the  dean. 

“He  was  homesick  for  a  church.  He  was 
raised  a  Methodist,  but  his  ministry  had 
become  like  a  sect.  He  had  no  notion  of 
tapping  Methodist  resources  for  his  min¬ 
istry.  He  just  wanted  to  become  part  of  a 
church  that  was  sound  and  supportive. 

“I  like  the  man  personally.  But  I  don’t 
go  for  that  healing  handkerchief 
schmaltz  on  television.  If  people  want  to 
buy  into  that  kind  of  stuff,  it  presents  no 
problem  to  me.  But  don’t  ask  me  to  buy  it 
also,”  Dean  Quillian  added. 

Dean  Quillian  said  he  was  more  em¬ 
barrassed  than  convinced  about  Mr. 
Roberts’  visionary  claim.  When  asked  if 
he  had  ever  had  a  vision.  Dean  Quillian 
replied.  “No,  but  different  people  see 
different  things. 

“If  I  had  been  standing  on  that  campus 
hill  alongside  Oral,  I  would  have  looked 
out  and  seen  a  beautiful  countryside  He 
would  have  seen  a  900-foot  Jesus.” 


Religion  newswriters  pick  events 


—  The  resurgence  of  the  Ku  KIux  Klan 
and  anti-Semitism. 

—  The  battle  over  biblical  inerrancy  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

—  The  controversy  over  the  remarks  of 
Bailey  Smith,  Southern  Baptist 
president,  that  God  does  not  hear  the 
prayers  of  a  Jew. 

—  The  assassination  of  Archbishop 
Oscar  Romero  of  El  Salvador  while  he 
was  celebrating  Mass  and  the  continuing 
violence  in  that  country  which  has  taken 
the  lives  of  thousands,  including  four 
American  women. 

—  Protests  over  the  Vatican -ordered 
removal  of  Hans  Kung,  controversial 
Swiss  theologian,  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  faculty  at  Tubingen  University 
in  West  Germany  and  his  later  triumphal 
tour  of  the  United  States. 

—  The  controversy  over  the 
"electronic  church”  and  whether  it  is 
hurting  local  congregations. 

—  The  election  of  a  woman  bishop  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  first  in 
any  major  U.  S.  denomination. 

The  group  rated  ninth  the  story  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews  in  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  last  summer.  She 
presides  in  the  Wisconsin  Area. 

—  The  reopening  of  many  churches  in 
China  and  the  indication  that  the 
communist  government  is  ready  to  give 


religion  greater  freedom. 

—  The  Vatican’s  order  to  priests  to 
withdraw  from  politics  and  the 
intervention  of  Cardinal  Humberto 
Medeiros  in  the  Massachusetts 
campaign. 

—  The  Vatican’s  decision  to  permit 
dissident  Episcopalians  and  their 
married  priests  to  join  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  to  bring  elements  of 


their  Anglican  tradition  with  them. 

—  The  travels  of  Pope  John  Paul  II, 
first  to  Brazil  where  he  bolstered  the 
position  of  the  Brazilian  bishops  on 
human  rights  and  after  to  Germany 
where  he  sought  to  improve  ecumenical 
relations. 

—  Labor  unions  in  Poland  gain 
concessions  from  Polish  government, 
including  agreement  it  will  permit  the 
Polish  Catholic  Church  to  begin  regular 
weekly  broadcasting  of  Sunday  Mass. 


Dockers  boycott  m  ilitary  cargo 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (RNS)  -  Catholic, 
Protestant  and  Jewish  religious  leaders 
here  called  for  the  suspension  of  all  U.S. 
economic  and  military  assistance  to  El 
Salvador  pending  a  complete  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  recent  tragic  events  in  that 
country. 

The  religious  representatives  took 
their  turns  at  the  microphone  at  a  news 
conference  following  the  announcement 
that  the  International  Longshoremen’s 
and  Warehousemen’s  Union  (ILWU)  was 
directing  its  members  to  refuse  to  load 
military  cargos  onto  ships  bound  for  El 
Salvador. 

At  a  press  conference,  James  Herman, 
ILWU  president,  announced  that  the 
directive,  applicable  to  all  West  Coast 
ports,  would  be  effective  immediately. 

One  shipment  already  has  been  sent 


back  to  an  Oakland  Army  base.  The 
package  had  been  processed  before  the 
U.S.  decision  to  cut  off  military  aid. 

Dennis  Beagle,  information  director  of 
the  ILWU,  said  the  union  does  not  know  if 
there  will  be  any  legal  action  as  a  result 
of  its  refusal  to  load  military  equipment. 
However,  he  added  that  when  the  ILWU 
refused  to  load  similar  equipment  bound 
for  Iran  when  the  hostages  were  seized 
last  year,  no  action  was  taken. 

Representatives  of  churches  endorsing 
the  action  included  Bishop  Wilbur  Choy 
of  the  United  Methodist  California/Ne¬ 
vada  Annual  Conference. 

Amnesty  International  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  sent  tele¬ 
grams  to  the  ILWU  expressing  their 
support  of  the  move. 


Get  a  headstart  on  planning — and  save  money  on 
the  contents — by  picking  up  your  Vacation  Church 
School  and/or  Vacation  Venture  Series  preview  kits 
at  your  Cokesbury  Bookstore.  Or  order  them  from 
the  Regional  Service  Center  serving  you.  All  kits 
can  be  previewed  at  no  charge  if  returned  within  45 
days! 


VCS  Kit  #1  Only.  Reg.  44.95  value— Save  5.00! 
Contains  teacher's  guidebooks,  student  resources, 
and  class  packets. 

Order  No.  1163  (827810) . 39.95 

VCS  Kit  #2  Only.  Reg.  49.95  value— Save  5.50! 
Preferred  audiovisuals  for  all  age  levels. 

Order  No.  1174  (827821) . 44.25 

Vacation  Ventures  Series  Preview  Kit — Save 

5.00!  All  leader’s  guides  and  student’s  books,  new 
planning  manual,  and  other  samples. 

Order  No.  826030 . 27.50 


Cokesbury 


Please  rush  my  preview  kit(s)  as  noted.  I  understand  that  I  may  keep  the  kit(s).  or  return  in  saleable  condition 
within  45  days  for  full  credit. 


Quantity 

Kit  name,  number  &  cost 

Total  Cost 

Combination  Offer,  VCS  Kits  #1  and  #2.  Order  No. 1185 

Add  transportation  coat  of  6%under  40  OO;  5%40.01  -80.00;  4%  if 

80.01-125.00.  3%  125.01-  150.00;  and  2%  over  150.01; 

Sales  tax,  if  applicable 

TOTAL  AMOUNT 

Date _ 

SEND  TO- 


Address- 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame  CA  94010 


City/State/Zip - 

□  Payment  Enclosed  □  Open  an  Account . 

□  Charge  my  Cokesbury  Acct.  No. 

CHARGE  TO _ 

Add  ress _ 


City/State/Zip— 


Prices  subject  to  change. 


Available 
Vacation 
Church 
School 
Kits 


Vacation  Church  School  Combination  Otter — Save 
1 4.75!  You'll  receive  VCS  Kit  #1 .  complete  with  all 
teacher’s  guidebooks,  student  resources,  and  class 
packets.  PLUS  VCS  Kit  #2  which  contains  the 
Preferred  Audiovisuals  for  all  age  groups.  Save 
10.50  over  the  cost  of  the  resources,  plus  another 
4.25  for  ordering  both. 

Order  No.  1185  (827832) . 79.95 
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Convocation  of  boards 


During  the  middle  of  January,  each 
year,  the  Annual  Conference  has  a  mid¬ 
year  meeting  of  boards  and  agencies. 
This  Convocation  of  Boards,  the  “brain¬ 
child”  of  Dr.  Luman  Douglas,  has  taken 
place  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  a  time 
when  boards,  meeting  at  the  same 
location,  may  confer  with  one  another 
about  common  programs  or  problems.  It 
is  also  a  time  when  the  fiscal  year  has 
just  closed,  the  Conference  askings  paid 
to  the  General  Church,  and  there  is  a 
fairly  good  estimate  of  the  financial 
situation  in  the  conference. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  one  of  the 
very  few  conferences  which  operates  its 
boards  and  agencies  on  a  “cash”  basis. 
That  is  to  say  the  money  for  Conference 
Benevolences  is  apportioned  and 
collected  one  year  and  spent  the  next. 
That  means  that  budgets  are  firmly  set, 
once  the  fiscal  year  has  begun.  When  the 
board  and  agencies  come  together  in 
Baton  Rouge  later  in  the  month,  each 
chairperson  will  know  exactly  what 
amount  is  on  hand  for  their  agencies  to 
use.  It  is,  then,  a  time  for  intensive 
program  planning  for  finalizing  events 
which  have  previously  been  tentatively 
set,  and  for  shaping  up  plans  for  the  next 
conference  year. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  be  the  site  of  the 
Convocation,  because  it  is  fairly 
accessible  from  the  Interstate,  because  it 
has  adequate  facilities  for  such  a  large 
meeting,  and  because  it  is  near  the  new 
Conference  Office  complex  soon  to  be 
built. 

During  the  evening  meal  on  Friday, 
January  23rd,  the  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  Dr.  J.  W.  Hearn,  will 
announce  the  financial  situation.  The 
Council  will  have  met  earlier  in  the  day 
to  receive  a  summary  report  and  make 
its  recommendations. 

The  Convocation  is  usually  begun  with 
an  afternoon  session  on  Thursday,  when 
the  Bishop,  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
members  of  the  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  meet  with  a  person  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  In  a  year  following  the  General 


Mid-Year  board  meetings 


Mrs.  Juanita  Ivie,  Office  of  Finance 
and  Field  Service,  National  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministry,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  recently  directed  a 
Capital  Fund  Crusade  at  First  Street 
UMC,  New  Orleans.  Purpose  of  the  Cru¬ 
sade  was  to  secure  the  funds  needed  for 
an  expansion  program  of  the  church. 
The  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  Minister, 
Mrs.  Margaret  T.  Norris  and  James  T. 
Johnson,  Sr.,  Chairperson  and  Co-Chair¬ 
person  respectively,  and  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  chose  the 
theme:  ‘‘Care  Enough  —  To  Dare 
Enough  —  To  Share  Enough.”  The 
membership  of  First  Street  “Cared  and 
Dared”  enough  to  commit  in  pledges 
in  cash  more  than  $160,000. 


Conference,  when  there  had  been  many 
changes  in  legislation  that  affect  the 
ministry,  there  will  be  many  items  to  be 
discussed.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
Chairperson  of  the  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  says,  “We  are  fortunate  in 
Louisiana  because  the  Board  of  Ministry 
and  the  cabinet  have  the  very  closest 
possible  working  relationships  with  one 
another.  This  meeting  helps  us, to  retain 
that  partnership  and  to  work  together 
even  more  effectively.” 

Another  item  of  vital  importance  will 
be  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Pensions. 
They  will  hear  a  report  and 
recommendation  from  a  small  task 
group  which  has  been  working  out  the 
details  for  the  new  pension  program. 
Preparing  the  legislation  for  that  and 
-  determining  the  use  of  Capital  Funds 
money  which  is  being  raised  through  the 
Pensions  Crusade  will  be  items  to  be 
discussed  in  great  detail.  The  proposed 
legislation  from  this  discussion  will  then 
be  presented  to  the  Annual  Conference  in 
June. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
will  be  meeting  with  a  representative  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Conference  will  be  one  of  a 
very  select  few  conferences  chosen  to 
have  a  curricushop  in  1982.  Members  of 
the  Board  will  be  negotiating  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  also  has 
responsibility  for  leadership  training,  for 
the  evangelism  emphasis,  for  improving 
the  Church  School,  and  other  such 
important  tasks. 

An  urgent  need  in  Louisiana  is  Church 
Extension.  Recent  demographic  studies 
show  that  new  churches  are  urgently 
needed  in  several  areas  of  the  state 
where  there  has  been  rapid  growth. 
Although  the  committee  studying  the 
problem  has  not  yet  made  its  report,  it  is 
expected  that  these  property  needs  alone 
for  new  projects  could  run  into  millions  of 
dollars.  The  Board  of  Global  Ministry 
will  be  dealing  with  this  problem,  as  well 
as  other  items. 

We  are  printing  a  schedule  of  meetings 
as  we  have  them  at  this  point  in  the 
paper. 

Gift  received  by  Meth. 
Children’s  Home 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  has 
received  a  substantial  endowment  for  its 
continuing  education  program  for 
college  and  vocational  school  students. 
The  gift  was  made  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul 
Davis,  Jr.  of  Alexandria  in  memory  of 
the  late  Dr.  Paul  Davis,  Sr.  of  Ruston. 

Dr.  Davis,  Sr.,  a  dentist,  was  a  long¬ 
time  resident  of  Ruston  and  an  active 
member  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  His  widow,  Lilley  Mae  Sentell 
Davis  still  resides  in  Ruston.  In  addition 
to  his  widow  and  his  son,  Dr.  Davis  is  also 
survived  by  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Martha 
Plummer  and  Mrs.  Lilley  Beth  Webb. 

Dr.  Paul  Davis,  Jr.  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  orthopediac  medicine  in 
Alexandria,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  Board  of 
Directors. 

The  fund,  established  in  memory  of 
Paul  Davis,  Sr.,  is  one  of  three  memorial 
gifts  designated  for  the  educational 
needs  of  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
residents.  The  V.  A.  Davidson  Memorial 
Fund  was  established  in  1959  by 
members  of  the  family  of  Vanda 
Davidson,  a  longtime  resident  of  Ruston. 
The  Lester  0.  Bennett  Memorial  Fund 
was  established  in  1976  for  the  family  of 
Lester  Bennett.  Mr.  Bennett  was  a 
Ruston  businessman  and  a  member  of 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church. 


Banner  year 
for  Advance 
Special  giving 

A  recent  report  of  Advance  Special 
Giving  showed  that  Louisiana 
Conference  increased  Second  Mile  giving 
by  101%  for  the  first  eleven  months. 

According  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway, 
Director  of  Financial  Affairs,  a 
substantial  payment,  particularly  to  the 
World  Hunger  cause,  was  still  to  be  sent 
in  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  December,  the 
records  of  the  General  Church  showed 
that  $62,274.11  more  was  given  to 
Advance  Specials  than  all  of  1979. 

Giving  to  the  National  Division 
Advance  was  increased  by  39%  — 
$4,395.64  larger.  World  Division  Advance 
Special  were  $17,935.76  larger  —  an 
increase  of  51%.  The  greatest  increase 
was  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR).  It  was  $39,942.71 
larger  —  an  increase  of  266%  over  all  of 
1979. 

When  the  accounts  have  been  balanced 
and  all  of  the  payments  cleared,  we 
expect  that  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  have  had  an  excellent  year  in  Second 
Mile  giving,”  Dr.  Caraway  said. 


Local  church  leaders 
guides  ready  soon 


Rev.  Edwin  A.  Keasler  died  on 
December  30,  1980.  Mrs.  Keasler  passed 
away  at  conference-time  last  June.  Mr. 
Keasler  came  to  the  Methodist  Church 
from  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian;  he 
served  Louisiana  Conference  for  23.5 
years  and  retired  in  1969. 


GUIDELINES  FOR  LEADERSHIP  IN 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH  is  the  title  of  the 
resource  that  is  being  prepared  for 
guidance  of  elected  leaders  in  the  local 
church  in  the  1981-84  quadrennium. 
Composed  of  28  individual  pieces, 
complete  set  is  to  be  in  Cokesbury  stores 
April  1, 1981. 

One  of  the  writers  is  the  Rev.  Donald 
Cottrill  of  Baton  Rouge,  who  authored 
the  unit  on  Coordination  of  Youth.  Allen 
Brown,  formerly  of  New  Orleans  and 
now  a  staff  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  served  on  the 
Interagency  Task  Force  responsible  for 
the  entire  project.  A  diaconal  minister 
with  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Joaquin  Garcia, 
reviewed  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Guidelines. 

An  interagency  Task  Force  was 
organized  for  this  work,  and  John  T. 
Lundy,  staff  member  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  Richard  Smith  of  the 
same  board,  have  served  as  project 
manager  and  editor,  respectively. 
Changes  ordered  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  have  been  incorporated,  and 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  the 
guidelines  suitable  to  the  churches  of 
small  membership. 

New  this  quadrennium  is  The  Pastor’s 
Role  in  Program  Administration*.. As 
suggested  by  the  title,  this  guideline  will 
will  be  helpful  to  pastors  as  well  as  other 
leaders  in  the  local  church  as  they  see 
their  joint  and  respective  roles  in 
program  and  administration. 

Units  from  1977-80  on  PLANNING  FOR 
MINISTRY,  ORGANIZING  FOR 
MINISTRY,  and  BUILDING  THE  TEAM 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 
The  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  in 
Ruston,  has  a  new  address.  You  should 
send  all  future  mail  to: 

P.O.Box  929 
Ruston,  La.  71270. 


Convocation  of  Boards 

Thursday,  January  22 

;2:00p.m . 

Board  of  the  Ordained  Ministry/Cabinet . 

7:00p.m . 

Board  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  Cabinet  -  Area 

Friday,  January  23 
9:00a. m . 

Offices 

Executive  Committee,  Board  of  Discipleship 

10:30a. m . 

Council  on  Finance 

12:00  noon . 

Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry 

La.  United  Methodist  Foundation 

2:00p.m . 

Task  Force  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 

3:00  p.m . 

Board  of  Pensions 

6:00  p.m . 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 

Evening  Meal  &  Business  Session 

7:00p.m . 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Saturday,  January  24 
8:00a. m . 

Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry 

Board  of  Pensions 

Committee  on  Archives  &  History 

Board  of  Discipleship 

10:00a. m . 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 

Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry. 

Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 

l:00p.m . 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  Bd. 

Committees,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Around  the  Conference 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  We  notice  in  the 
church  paper  that  Aurora  UMC  is 
searching  for  a  full-time  director  of 
Christian  Education.  If  you  know 
someone  who  is  interested  and  would 
pass  the  word  along,  perhaps  Warren 
Blakeman,  the  pastor,  would  buy  us  a 
steak  in  helping  him  find  such  a  person. 

•  *  • 

OLLA  —  We  received  a  note  from  Rev. 
Stephen  Williamson,  pastor  of  Olla  UMC. 
He  wanted  us  to  know,  ”...  for  the  first 
time  ever  paid  their  Conference 
apportionments  by  the  month.  In  the  past 
they  were  accustomed  to  pay  when  a 
large  payment  could  be  made  after  a 
work  project  had  been  completed  various 
times  of  the  year.  As  of  November  they 
had  paid  not  only  their  Conference 
apportionments,  but  also  their  district 
askings  ‘in  full.’  They  are  very  proud  of 
this  accomplishment  and  want  to  share 


their  joy  with  other  churches  in  the 
conference.”  The  treasurer  of  the  church 
is  Omer  Strong,  Sr. 


BLANCHARD  —  Congratulations!  to 
Joe  Lawler  who  was  honored  early  in 
December  by  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  at  their  awards 
banquet  in  Baton  Rouge.  Joe  received 
the  W.  L.  “Bill”  May  Christian 
Businessman  Award.  We  understood  that 
someone  was  to  send  us  a  picture  of  Joe. 
but  since  it  has  not  arrived,  we  want  to 
congratulate  him  anyway. 


LAFAYETTE  —  The  Chancel  Choir  of 
First  UMC  presented  “The  Love  Story,” 
by  John  F.  Wilson  to  the  congregation. 
The  music  is  a  Christian  choral 
experience,  based  on  John  3:16. 


Accompanying  the  musical  were  Jenny 
Burris,  organist,  and  Debbie  Hanrahan, 
pianist. 


BELCHER  —  Instead  of  the  traditional 
Christmas  tree  and  exchange  of  gifts,  the 
Belcher  UMC  had  a  “Money  Tree.”  The 
pastor,  Rev.  Tom  0.  Crosby  tells  us  that 
$412  was  received.  This  money  has  been 
sent  to  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  for 
abused  children  in  New  Orleans. 


JENA  —  Joe  Moore,  Christian  Welch, 
D’Ann  Davis,  Steve  Moore,  Clay  Smith, 
Allen  Kendrick,  and  David  Wayne  Lanier 
took  part  in  a  special  service  on 
December  28  at  Nolley  Memorial.  Joe 
Moore  brought  the  message  and  others 
assisted.  This  is  an  annual  event  in  the 
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Rev.  Donald  Cottrill  (shown  at  left)  authored  the  new  unit 
for  Youth  Coordinators,  soon  to  be  released.  Pictured  at  right 
Allen  Brown  formerly  of  New  Orleans  and  now  a  staff 
member  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  served  on  the 
Interagency  Task  Force  responsible  for  the  new  Guidelines 
for  Leadership  in  the  Local  Church. 


are  still  in  print  and  are  available. 
Material  felt  to  be  pertinent  has  been 
incorporated  in  the  either  of  the  piece  or 
Administrative  Board  or- the-Council  on 
Ministers. 

Each  of  the  twenty-eight  units  have 
been  condensed,  and  will  be  marketed  in 
one  binder  rather  than  two,  as  was 
previously  done.  As  in  the  past, 
individual  pieces  may  be  purchased. 

“Organizing  Your  Local  Church  to 
Work  for  Christ”  is  a  60-frame  sound 


filmstrip  for  use  in  helping  leaders  of  the 
congregation  understand  and  plan  for 
two  things : 

^  How  the  local  church  is  organized. 

—  How  the  organization  can  function 
effectively. 

This  filmstrip  tells  the  story  of  one 
year’s  planning  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Rockport.  One  use 
of  the  filmstrip  is  to  use  the  schedule 
used  at  Trinity  to  develop  your  own 
planning  calendar. 


Centenary  authors  featured 


By  DR.  EARLE LABOR 

The  December  1980  issue  of  the  Jack 
London  Newsletter  includes 
contributions  from  three  Centenary 
authors,  including  Centenary  President 
Donald  A.  Webb. 

The  leading  article  in  the  issue  is  titled 
“Jack  London:  Visionary  Realist,”  an 
extensive  examination  of  London’s 
pioneering  work  as  a  science  fiction 
writer  by  Gordon  N.  Blackman,  Jr.,  a 
1980  Centenary  graduate  now  attending 
LSU  Law  School  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Blackman  divides  London’s  science 
fiction  stories  into  three  categories: 
Pseudo-Scientific  Fiction,  Socialistic 
Science  Fiction,  and  Evolutionary 
Fiction.  These  stories  range  from  such 
fanciful  “potboilers”  as  “The 
Rejuvenation  of  Major  Rathbome”  and 
“The  Shadow  and  the  Flash”  to  such 
major  novels  as  The  Iron  Heel  and  The 
Star  Rover.  London’s  best  science 
fiction,  Blackman  suggests,  derives 
much  of  its  power  from  the  writer’s 
“unconscious  core”  i.e.,  the  source  of 
archetypes  are  universal  symbols  which 
the  psychologist  Carl  Jung  called  the 
“collective  unconscious.” 

President  Webb’s  contribution  is  a 
testimonial  to  the  lasting  power  of 
London’s  fiction,  specifically  The  Star 
Rover,  which  he  read  under  the  English 
title  of  The  Jacket  as  a  young  sailer  en 
route  to  his  ship  in  the  British  Royal 
Navy  during  World  War  II.  “There  are 
surely  tew  aestnetic  expressions  that 
could  obliterate  the  interminable  Cl 


interruptions,  the  filth,  the  jolting,  and 
the  packed  bodies  of  a  wartime  British 
train,”  writes  Dr.  Webb,  but  London’s 
novel  did  it;  “the  journey  flew  as  swiftly 
as  one  of  Darrell  Standing’s  soul- 
passages.”  Reading  the  novel  again  after 
more  than  thirty-five  years.  Dr.  Webb 
was  taken  “back  to  the  mind  and  body  of 
that  numb,  unhappy  young  sailer”  whose 
spirits  had  been  lifted  by  the  magic  of 
London’s  pen.  “It  was  a  moving 
adventure!  And  the  novel  wears  very 
well.  The  Wordsworthian  idea  still  teases 
the  imagination,  and  the  incarnations 
both  rouse,  and  ring  with  authority.” 

The  third  “Centenary  contributor”  is 
Professor  Earle  Labor,  who  reviews  a 
recently  translated  monograph  on  Jack 
London’s  “Poetic  realism”  by  the  Soviet 
scholar,  A  M.  Zverev.  Labor  points  out 
that  because  of  the  lack  of  translations, 
“we  have  barely  seen  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg"  of  the  massive  London 
scholarship  published  abroad.  In  the 
Soviet  Union,  for  example,  where  more 
than  thirty  million  copies  of  his  books 
have  been  sold,  London  is  considered  by 
many  critics  to  be  the  greatest  American 
author.  Dr.  Labor  is  currently  on  leave 
preparing  a  three-volume  edition  of 
London’s  letters  for  the  Standford 
University  Press,  along  with  Professor 
Robert  Leitz,  III  of  LSU -S. 

Gordon  Blackman  is  the  third 
Centenary  graduate  whose  work  has 
appeared  in  the  Jack  London  Newsletter. 
Earlier  essays  have  been  published  by 
Jeanne  Campbell  ( ’76)  and  Ellen  Brown 


church;  all  of  these  youths  are  beyono 
high  school  age. 


“An  overflow  crowd  attended  Family  Night  covered  dish  supper  and 
Christmas  ‘Birthday  of  Jesus’  celebration  at  Henning  UMC  in  Sulphur,” 
according  to  Rev.  B  E.  Bond,  pastor.  Pictured  above  are  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ross 
Allured  and  their  infant  son,  Colin  Lamar,  representing  the  Holy  Family. 
Ross  is  the  choir  director  for  the  church.  The  children  of  the  church  brought 
Christmas  gifts  to  place  under  a  tree.  The  gifts  were  later  given  to  needy 
families  in  the  community. 
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Edhorials***^^  _  Here  I  Stand 

‘Year  of  Disabled  Persons’  offers  We  need  to  recover  our  sense  of  UMC’s  destiny 
both  challenge  and  opportunity 


United  Methodism  will  be  cooperating 
with  others  in  the  observance  of  the 
“International  Year  of  Disabled 
Persons”  throughout  1981.  We  commend 
our  church’s  leaders  at  all  levels  who 
have  taken  seriously  this  observance, 
and  who  are  attempting  to  lead  all  United 
Methodists  to  understand  and  relate 
positively  to  the  needs  of  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

A  study  by  a  United  Methodist  general 
agency  several  years  ago  indicated  that 
as  many  as  10  percent  of  our  members 
are  in  some  way  physically  or  mentally 
handicapped.  Our  denomination  —  which 
takes  pride  in  its  “inclusiveness”  —  has 
frequently  been  criticized  for 
overlooking  the  needs  of  handicapped 
persons.  In  spite  of  our  expressions  of 
concern  and  good  intentions,  the  facts  in 
1981  still  lend  credence  to  such  criticisms 
in  too  many  instances. 

Persons  with  physical  or  mental 
handicaps  are,  by  definition,  faced  with 
necessary  limitations.  These  limitations 
are  frequently  magnified  and 
compounded  unnecessarily,  however,  by 
those  of  us  who  are  not  faced  with  such 
handicaps,  and  who  erect  buildings  and 
plan  church  programs  without  making 
provisions  to  include  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

Our  observance  of  the  “International 
Year  of  Disabled  Persons”  should  be 
understood  as  more  a  challenge  and  an 
opportunity  than  as  a  unified  program. 
Numerous  resources  will  be  made 
available  during  this  year  so  that 


congregations  may  become  better  aware 
of  the  existence  and  needs  of  persons 
with  handicaps  within  their 
communities.  Additional  aids  are 
available  that  can  assist  a  congregation 
in  “auditing”  its  facilities  and  activities 
to  ascertain  the  existence  of  obstacles 
which  unintentionally  affect  the 
participation  of  handicapped  persons  in 
the  church’s  life. 

We  are  hopeful  that  thousands  of 
United  Methodist  congregations  will 
utilize  these  resources,  and  subsequently 
make  specific  efforts  to  eliminate  those 
obstacles  to  full  participation  by  persons 
with  handicapping  conditions  which  are 
discovered. 

From  a  Christian  perspective,  all 
persons  are  of  equal  worth,  and  no 
person  alive  functions  without 
limitations.  Those  among  us  with 
physical  and  mental  handicaps  face 
limitations  which  are  perhaps  more 
immediately  obvious  than  the  limitations 
faced  by  the  rest  of  us.  However,  a 
blindness  to  what  life  is  like  for  persons 
whose  special  needs  are  different  from 
our  own,  or  a  deficiency  in  our 
willingness  to  relate  compassionately  to 
such  persons,  are  limitations  of 
ultimately  greater  seriousness.  The 
development  during  1981  of  a  heightened 
awareness  of  what  it  may  be  like  to  live 
with  a  disabling  condition,  and  a 
commitment  to  make  it  possible  for 
persons  with  such  conditions  to 
participate  fully  in  church  life,  will 
increase  the  sense  of  Christian  wholeness 
among  all  of  us. 


Mr.  Wilson 


Welcome  to  Memphis  Annual  Conference 
and  new  local  church  edition  readers 


With  this  issue,  5,000  United  Methodist 
families  in  Western  Tennessee  and 
Southwestern  Kentucky  begin  receiving 
a  Memphis  Annual  Conference  edition  of 
this  publication. 

This  new  edition  —  which  features 
Memphis  Conference  news  on  page  1, 
plus  three  pages  of  general  religious 
news,  features,  and  opinion  of  interest  to 
United  Methodists  —  brings  to  44  the 
number  of  annual  conferences  which 
utilize  TM/UMR  as  their  conference 
newspaper. 

In  addition,  two  congregations  in  the 
Memphis  Conference  are  initiating 
TM/UMR  local  church  editions  this 
week,  along  with  three  congregations  in 
other  states. 

These  new  local  church  editions  and 
their  number  of  subscriptions  are:  First 
UMC  in  Jackson,  Tennessee,  1,000  and 
Underwood  UMC  in,  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  (Memphis  Conference),  275; 
First  UMC  in  Marianna,  Florida, 
(Alabama-W'est  Florida  Conference), 
350;  North  Sacramento  UMC  in 
Sacramento,  California,  (Califomia- 
Nevada  Conference),  225;  and  St. 
Phillips  UMC  in  Garland,  Texas,  (North 
Texas  Conference),  550. 

Each  week,  members  of  these  local 
churches  will  receive  special  editions  of 
TM/UMR  with  their  own  local  church’s 
news  printed  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  printed  on  the  back 
page,  and  general  religious  news  and 
opinion  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

We  believe  that  our  new  readers  will 
benefit  from  this  new  flow  of  weekly 
information  about  the  church  into  their 
homes.  They  are  encouraged  to  join 
other  readers  in  contributing  “Letters  to 
the  Editor”  and  other  forms  of  reader- 
feedback  which  we  regularly  solicit. 

Our  continuing  readers  will  also 
benefit  from  these  new  editions. 
Additional  circulation  such  as  this  serves 
to  offset  some  of  the  constantly 
escalating  costs  for  printing  and  mailing 
all  editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 


through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  an  ongoing  forum  for  the 
exchange  of  opinions  by  concerned 
Christians. 

TM/UMR’s  general  editorial  policy  is 
“to  report  on  concerns  of  the  church,  to 
interpret  news  of  the  church,  and  to 
promote  the  church’s  welfare.”  We  seek 
in  our  news  columns  to  reflect  a  concern 
for  truth,  accuracy,,  readability, 
relevance  and  significance.  In  our 
editorial  statements,  we  seek  first  and 
always  to  be  Christian;  in  our  reader’s 
forum  columns,  we  seek  always  to  be  fair 
to  all  gradations  of  opinion  among 
Christians,  even  when  they  are  different 
from  our  own. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
common  concerns  regardless  of  their 
geographical  location.  By  changing  a  few 
articles,  and  occasionally  entire  pages, 
we  have  found  that  we  can  serve  the 
church  in  many  different  areas  without 
diminishing  our  service  to  those  areas 
which  have  developed  the  ideas  and 
realities  known  as  The  Texas  Methodist 
and  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  will  be 
circulated  into  a  total  of  nearly  520,000 
homes. 

To  our  new  readers,  we  say: 
"Welcome.”  To  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say  again :  “Thank 
you  for  continuing  to  read  your  edition  of 
TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The 
United  Methodist  Reporter) .” 


By  LARRY  CASTILLO-WILSON 
Does  anyone  get  excited  about  being  a 
United  Methodist  anymore?  Ten  years 
ago,  when  I  became  a  United  Methodist, 

I  was  exuberant.  I  was  not  blessed  at 
birth  with  Methodist  chromosomes,  but  I 
joined  the  United  Methodist  Church  by 
deliberate  choice. 

My  life  has  been  a 
quest  for  religious 
integrity:  for  a 
quality  of  religion 
that  emphasizes  the 
best  in  the  Christian 
tradition,  that  will 
bring  out  the  best  in 
me,  and  that  is  worth 
committing  my  life  to.  I  became  a  United 
Methodist  because  I  found  real  integrity 
in  what  Methodism  stands  for.  I  was 
attracted  to  its  polity,  its  freedom,  its 
racial  inclusiveness,  and  its  theological 
pluralism. 

In  the  subsequent  years  of  my  life  in 
the  church,  the  disillusioning  awareness 
has  grown  that  in  many  cases  that 
integrity  remains  theoretical.  United 
Methodism  often  fails  to  live  up  to  its  own 
integrity.  Where  do  we  fail? 

Our  polity  seldom  works  as  well  as  it 
should  because  of  the  infrequency  of 
dynamic  and  sensitive  leadership  in  key 
positions.  An  individual  is  free  and 
tolerated  within  our  fellowship  as  long  as 
he/she  conforms  to  middle  class 
stereotypes  of  respectability  and 
propriety.  A  subtle  racism  is  still 
rampant  in  many  churches.  Few  rank- 
and-file  United  Methodists  seek  guidance 
from  our  Social  Principles  on  social 
issues,  and  even  fewer  appreciate  them  as 
implications  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
Where  is  the  local  church  that  maintains 
an  equally  strong  emphasis  upon  both 
social  action  and  evangelism? 

There  are  still  many  elements  in  our 
churches  who  snub  our  doctrinal 
guidelines  and  utilize  solely  a  legalistic 
biblical  interpretation.  We  have  no 
consistent  theological  quality  because 
our  pluralism  neither  defines  nor 
enforces  its  theological  essentials.  In  our 
local  churches  there  is  no  “quality 
control”  because  our  “Book  of 
Discipline”  is  used  as  much  as  our 
baptistries. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Despite  the  gap  in  United  Methodism 
between  fact  and  theory,  I  believe  our 
church  still  out-distances  most  others  in 
reflecting  the  religious  intentions  of 
Jesus.  But  if  we  are  to  continue  to 
influence  America  and  the  world  with 
these  intentions,  we  must  explore  a  new 
identity  and  a  new  destiny.  United 
Methodism  is  the  organized  intentions  of 
Jesus  generating  integrity  and  character 
in  religion.  Its  destiny  is  to  possess  its 
own  integrity  and  then  boldly  seek  to 
influence  the  wider  world  with  religion  at 
its  best. 

We  must  not  be  timid  about  our 


identity!  We  must  not  be  lax  in  fulfilling 
our  destiny.  We  must  preach  and  teach 
our  integrity  in  our  local  churches 
without  apology.  We  must  be  a  bastion  of 
honest  and  sound  Christianity  in  a 
society  loaded  down  with  a  glut  of  sham 
religion.  We  must  use  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  to  discipline  ourselves  to 
religious  integrity.  We  must  renew  our 
confidence  in  both  God  and  in  ourselves. 
We  must  begin  to  dream  and  imagine  a 
new  future  for  our  church  rich  in  quality 
service  to  God  and  the  world. 

Paul  Tillich  has  left  us  this  thought, 
“To  lose  one’s  destiny  is  to  lose  the 


meaning  of  one’s  being.”  If  we  continue 
to  lose  our  destiny  we  not  only  lose  the 
meaning  of  our  being  but  we  lose  the 
excitement  of  who  we  are. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  regarding 
issues  facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are:  The  Rev. 
Larry  Castillo-Wilson,  pastor  of  the  St. 
Paul  UMC  in  Socorro,  New  Mexico  (New 
Mexico  conference) ;  and  Mr.  Darrell  J. 
Turner,  lay  leader  of  the  Maspeth  UMC 
in  Maspeth,  New  York  (New  York 
conference). 


‘Quota’ squabbling  is  counter-productive 


By  DARRELL  J.  TURNER 

Complaints  about  allegedly  unfair 
representation  are  being  heard  more  and 
more  at  meetings  of  church  agencies  and 
ecumenical  groups.  Whether  it  is  a 
United  Methodist  committee,  a  body  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  or  an 
international  evangelistic  seminar,  it  has 
become  almost  a  "given”  that  women, 
ethnic  minorities,  or  other  groups  will 
issue  a  protest  about  their  degree  of 
representation. 

While  this  trend 
may  seem  to  have  j 
some  justification  I 
find  it  a  disturbing 
development.  I  do 
not  see  how  true 
inclusiveness  can  be 
achieved  by  using 
quotas,  particularly  Mr.  Turner 
when  they  are  not  relevant  to  the  purpose 
of  a  gathering.  It  is  unrealistic  and  unfair 
to  expect  to  find  every  group  represented 
at  every  meeting  in  strict  numerical 
proportion  to  their  numbers  in  the 
general  population. 

Frequently,  the  call  for  more 
representation  seems  to  mask  a  hidden 
competition  among  particular  interest 
groups.  Blacks,  Hispanics,  Native 
Americans,  and  Asian  Americans 
sometimes  seem  to  be  playing  a  game  of, 
“I’m  more  oppressed  than  you  are.”  I 
recall  a  situation  a  few  years  ago  in 
which  a  group  of  black  United  Methodist 
Women  met  and  tried  to  decide  whether 


it  was  more  important  to  fight  racism  or 
sexism.  Fortunately,  there  were 
apparently  no  professed  lesbians  trying 
to  argue  that  their  cause  was  more 
important  than  the  other  two. 

One  situation  in  which  this  matter  of 
representation  does  not  seem  to  arise  is 
in  providing  disaster  relief.  Flood 
victims  are  not  concerned  about  the  race 
or  sex  makeup  of  the  relief  committee 
bringing  them  aid.  Nor  have  I  heard  of 
persons  complaining  that  they  were  not 
adequately  represented  on  such  relief 
teams. 

A  participant  in  the  recent  World 
Methodist  Council  Youth  Conference 
held  in  Cornwall,  England,  related  that 
Third  World  delegates  were  upset  and 
perplexed  when  some  from  Western 
countries  tried  to  eliminate  masculine 
references  for  God  from  the  conference 
statement.  This  person  said  the  Third 
World  youth  felt  the  concern  was  being 
overemphasized.  Who  was  being 
insensitive  in  this  situation? 

I  do  not  mean  to  indicate  by  these 
comments  that  ethnic  minorites,  women, 
and  other  groups  do  not  have  legitimate 
interests  and  complaints.  What  does 
concern  me  is  that  squabbles  about 
representation  at  meetings  often  seem  to 
trivialize  these  concerns  and  produce 
unnecessary  competition.  Let  us  try  to 
avoid  getting  into  the  trap  the  United 
Nations  seems  to  have  fallen  in,  so  that 
every  meeting  of  a  UN  agency  seems  to 
feel  obligated  to  pass  a  statement 


condemning  Israeli  settlement  policies, 
whether  the  topic  is  relevant  to  the 
purpose  of  the  meeting  or  not. 

Whenever  a  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  approves  one  or  more 
quadrennial  missional  priorities, 
supporters  of  all  the  others  complain  that 
they  are  being  ignored.  Similar  squab¬ 
bles  often  occur  in  local  congregations 
when  their  Councils  on  Ministries  plan 
programs  and  allocate  funds  for  the  new 
year.  Let  us  agree  that  all  groups  in 
the  church  are  important,  and  that  all 
the  church’s  programs  deserve  our 
attention,  and  stop  the  counterproductive 
squabbling  about  which  are  “more 
important”  and  which  are  “not  repre¬ 
sented  adequately.” 


January 


Dear  God, 

Remember  how  people  complained 
last  July? 

And  said  that  the  temperatures 
were  way  too  high? 

They  griped  it  was  too  humid  and 
prayed  for  a  breather. 

Well,  it’s  snowing  now  —  they  don’t 
like  that  either. 

Why  is  it  people  are  so  peculiar? 

Must  be  Your  funny  sense  of 
humor.  Amen. 

—  Austin  E.  Gisriel  Jr. 

Washington,  D.C. 


Effort  to  ban  handguns  raises  questions 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  member  of  our  local  United 
Methodist  church  for  many  years,  as 
well  as  an  avid  sportsman,  I  am  much 
concerned  with  respect  to  the  article  in 
your  Dec.  26  issue  headlined  “Rock  fans 
seek  handgun  ban.”  With  regard  to  this 
subject^  may  I  ask  the  following, 
questions?  J 

Since  when  does  the  UMC,  either 
clergy  or  laity,  find  it  necessary,  or  even 
expedient,  to  solicit  the  co-operation  of 
rock  music  groups  to  promote  its 
programs  and/or  causes? 

Do  you  honestly  believe  that  such  a 
program  (national  ban  on  handguns)  will 
reduce  the  number  of  deaths  by  such,  or 
similar,  weapons? 

Can  we  seriously  expect  the  criminal 
element  in  our  society  to  register,  or 
surrender,  their  handguns  and  comply 
with  other  federal  requirements? 

Do  you  not  agree  that  the  communist 
and  subversive  individuals  in  our  nation 
would  be  only  too  happy  to  have  their 
honest  and  law-abiding  countrymen 
deprived  of  even  their  limited  ability  to 
protect  and  defend  their  property,  their 
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On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Perverse  theology  of  some 
sports  heroes  taints  season 


Mr.  Dunnam 


It  is  probably  an  understatement  to  say 
that  I  enjoy  watching  competitive 
sporting  events  —  especially  football  and 
baseball. 

My  family  will  attest  —  or  protest  — 
that  if  I’m  around  the  house  and  a  game 
is  on  TV,  I’ll  probably  have  it  turned  on 
no  matter  who  is  playing.  And  I  doubt 
that  anyone  would  fault  me  for  having  a 
somewhat  more  than  casual  interest  in 
the  weekly  fate  of  the  Dallas  Cowboys. 

I  always  especially  look  forward  to  the 
college  bowl  games  and  the  National 
Football  League  playoff  games. 

I  also  approach  each  playoff  time  of 
year  with  a  kind  of  cosmic  dread, 
however,  because  of  the  absolutely 
perverse  theological  utterances  which 
inevitably  come  from  the  lips  of  some  of 
our  sports  heroes. 

Such  utterances  usually  come  from 
those  who  win,  such  as  “the  Man 
Upstairs  was  surely  watching  out  for  us 
today.”  The  unspoken  implication,  of 
course,  is  that  the  “Man  Upstairs”  was 
not  watching  out  for  players  on  the  other 
team. 

The  most  perverse  expression  I’ve 
heard  during  the  current  season  came 
from  one  of  the  star  players  of  the 
Atlanta  Falcons  who  expressed  complete 
confidence  that  his  team  would  win  its 
playoff  games  and  the  Super  Bowl.  Why? 
Because  he  spends  a  great  portion  of  his 
time  praying,  reading  the  Bible,  and 
living  for  the  glory  of  God.  From  his 
vantage  point,  it  only  stood  to  reason  that 
his  team  would  emerge  victorious 
because  God  derives  “so  much  glory 
from  the  success  His  children  have.  The 
more  success  I  have,  the  more  glory  He 
receives.  People  will  listen  to  people  who 
work  for  the  Lord  and  have  been  a 
proven  winner.”  But  where  did  this  leave 
him  —  and  God  —  when  his  team  met 
defeat? 


Don't  get  me  wrong.  I  appreciate, 
rather  than  object  to,  athletic  heroes  who 
are  Christians,  and  who  are  unhesitant 
about  witnessing  to  their  faith  in  public.  I 
am  not  turned  off  by  members  of  a  team 
having  a  “chaplain”  and  engaging  in 
Bible  study,  prayer  and  worship 
together.  Few  persons  are  in  a  position  to 
exercise  more  positive  influence  on  our 
nation’s  youth  than  sports  heroes,  and 
I’m  grateful  for  those  who  speak  and  act 
as  though  God  is  a  living  reality  in  their 
lives. 

What  makes  me  cringe  are  those  vocal 
sports  heroes  whose  faith  appears  to  be 
little  more  than  a  ticket  to  victory, 
and  whose  understanding  of  God’s 
activity  appears  to  go  no  deeper  than 
pulling  strings  to  influence  the  outcome 
of  selected  athletic  contests. 

I  and  a  few  thousand  other  Southern 
Methodist  University  football  fans  were 
elated  when  our  long-downtrodden 
Mustangs  finally  got  an  invitation  to  a 
bowl  game  this  year.  We  were 
heartbroken  when  our  team  dominated 
the  Holiday  Bowl  game  in  San  Diego  for 
57  minutes,  and  then  gave  up  20  points 
and  victory  in  the  last  three  minutes  to 
an  aroused  Brigham  Young  team.  There 
were  numerous  predictable  comments 
after  the  game  about  divine  intervention 
to  produce  a  miraculous  victory  for 
Brigham  Young.  I  was  gratified  by  the 
comment  of  SMU’s  coach,  Ron  Meyer, 
about  such  theology.  He  said:  “BYU’s 
comeback  wasn’t  a  miracle,  just  solid 
football.  I  like  to  think  miracles  are  used 
on  things  more  important  than  football.  ” 

It  would  make  my  year  sometime  if  we 
could  go  through  an  entire  season  with  all 
Christian  sports  heroes  limiting  their 
comments  about  God’s  stake  in  their 
wins  and  losses  to  that  kind  of 
perspective. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


families,  and  their  own  lives? 

Thank  you  for  your  further  serious 
consideration  of  this  matter. 

Harold  Mallery 

Bear  Lake,  Pennsylvania 

Ban  wouldn’t  solve  problem 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  Dec.  26  report 
by  Roy  Howard  Beck  regarding  handgun 
control.  As  a  Christian,  I’d  like  to  see  all 
murderers  stopped  before  they  kill. 
Some  crusaders  have  become  rich 
through  donations  from  dreamers  who 
want  to  believe  that  eliminating 
handguns  would  stop  the  criminal  from 
robbing  and  killing  others. 

Anyone  who  can  read  can  make  a 
handgun  and  ammunition  that  will  kill. 
To  me,  it  would  make  just  as  much  sense 
to  eliminate  cars,  which  kill  over  40,000 
and  maim  closer  to  100,000  humans  a 
year.  The  only  solution  I  see  is  to  make 
people  responsible  for  their  deeds  or 
misdeeds. 

John  E.  Mears 
Centreville,  Maryland 

Where  is  ‘pro-life’  lobby 
regarding  handgun  ban? 

To  the  Editor: 

During  the  latest  national  election, 
many  candidates  were  elected,  in  part, 
because  they  were  backed  by  “pro-life” 
organizations.  No  one  is  more  opposed  to 
abortion  on  demand  than  I.  As  United 
Methodists,  we  need  to  take  a  firmer, 
clearer,  stand  on  that  issue. 

But,  where  did  some  of  us  get  the  idea 
that  “life”  ends  at  birth?  Twenty-three 
thousand  people  will  be  murdered  in  the 
U.S.  by  handguns  this  year.  That’s  more 
than  two  every  hour  of  every  day.  Yet 
didn’t  I  hear  “pro-life”  President-elect 
Ronald  Reagan  state  his  opposition  to  the 
illegalization  of  handguns? 

People  kill,  not  guns;  but  guns  make 
killing  a  lot  easier.  Where  are  the  “pro- 
life”  lobbyists  standing  on  this  issue? 

In  1982  I  would  like  to  see  some 
organization  put  on  a  campaign  to  defeat 
all  candidates  who  are  opposed  to  the 
illegalization  of  handguns.  Remember, 
during  the  hour  you  read  this  paper,  two 
more  people  will  go  to  their  final  rewards 
because  of  a  handgun. 

David  McKinnon 
Dennison,  Ohio 

Article  encouraging 

To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Howard  Beck's  article  regarding 
the  Oklahoman  and  Times  editorial  attack 
against  United  Methodists  for  supporting 
the  Neighborhood  Services  Organization 
(TM/UMR,  Dec.  12)  by  “obeying 
Christ’s  command  to  feed  the  hungry  and 
house  the  stranger”  is  encouraging  to  us 
at  the  grass  roots.  The  whole  wide  world 
needs  more  United  Methodists  obeying 
Jesus’  simple  command:  “Love  one 
another,”  for  “another”  includes  ALL 
nations  and  ALL  races. 

Alice  Riley 
Longview,  Texas 

Pa§torson  minimum 
salary  need  an  advocate 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  there  was  someone  at  the 
national  church  level  who  would  speak  out 
for  the  majority  of  pastors  serving  their 
charges  at  the  minimum  salary  level  as 


effectively  as  the  general  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  outlined  the 
“rather  severe  adjustments”  in  the 
“missional  and  administrative  work  of 
the  general  church,”  reported  in  your 
Dec.  19  issue'. 

Where  is  the  voice  being  raised  for  the 
missional  and  administrative  work  of  the 
local  church?  As  of  Jan.  1,  1981,  the 
minimum  salary  for  pastors  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  will  be 
$11,000.  During  the  past  eight  years 
when  the  minimum  salary  has  been 
increased  from  $7,200  to  $11,000,  every 
pastor  serving  at  minimum  salary  has 
received  a  33  percent  reduction  in  real 
income.  I  suspect  this  Is  generally  true 
throughout  the  church.  That  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  the  missional  and 
administrative  work  of  the  church, 
locally  and  nationally. 

In  using  the  phraseology  of  Bishop 
Thomas,  GCFA  president,  I  believe  there 
is  justification  to  say  that  “a  watershed 
time”  is  fast  approaching,  not  just  for  the 
general  agencies  of  the  church,  but  for 
the  livelihood  of  the  pastor  at  the  local 
level. 

M.R.  Van  Laningham 

Cedaredge,  Colorado 

Christmas  observance  valid 

To  the  Editor: 

Wilbur  Pomeroy  asserts  (TM/UMR 
letters,  Dec.  26)  that  Christ  “never  was 
in  Christmas”  and  "...  we  have  no 
authority  to  put  Christ  where  He  is  not.” 
He  even  adds  that  the  word  “Christmas” 
did  not  exist  until  “somewhere  around 
the  4th  century.” 


If  Mr.  Pomeroy  wants  to  limit  our 
celebrations  to  only  those  festivals 
mentioned  in  the  Bible  as  festivals,  I 
suspect  we  would  all  go  back  to  Passover 
and  leave  it  at  that.  No  celebration  of 
Easter  was  mentioned  in  the  Bible,  only 
the  fact  of  the  Resurrection.  So  why 
celebrate  it? 

“Christ”  is  a  title  meaning  “anointed,” 
but  it  is  generally  understood  that 
“Christ-mass”  marks  a  religious 
celebration  for  the  birth  of  Jesus,  the 
Christ.  Certainly  Jesus  was  in  His  own 
birth,  celebrated  by  the  wise  men,  every 
bit  as  much  as  He  was  in  His 
resurrection. 

A  bit  of  history:  Christianity  was  not  a 
legal  religion  until  the  very  end  of  the  4th 
century,  so  it  would  be  highly  improbable 
to  have  a  legal  “Christmas”  before  then 
in  any  case. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Pomeroy’s  problem  is  the 
date  of  Jesus’  birth?  Doubtless  Jesus  was 
not  born  on  December  25  but  some  Spring 
night  a  few  years  before  the  traditional 
date.  Is  the  precise  date  that  important? 
Is  it  not  really  fitting  that  His  birth 
celebraton  should  be  marked  about  the 
time  of  the  winter  Solstice,  when  people 
throughout  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
marked  the  return  of  the  sun,  their 
source  of  light  and  life,  from  time 
immemorial? 

Where  two  or  three  are  gathered 
together  in  His  name,  Christ  is  there.  We 
can  certainly  do  this  on  Christmas  .  .  . 
and  Easter.  .  .  and  any  other  day. 

Doris  Patterson 
Ardmore,  Pennsylvania 


Be  a 
partner 

in 

parent¬ 
hood 


thousands  of  Thailand  children  are  abandoned  by  parents  who 
can  t  deal  with  their  apparent  retardation.  The  church  is  helping  these 
children  in  hospitals  and  government  homes,  providing:  □  Scheduled 
learning  and  play  times  □  Trained  adult  workers  □  Monitored  family 
visits  to  help  parents  learn  to  cope  with  their  children  □  Diet  sup¬ 
plements  □  Programs  for  those  with  the  most  serious  problems. 
UMCOR  has  pledged  United  Methodist  support.  Your  gifts  will  provide 
love  and  substitute  parental  care  for  the  children  and 
training  for  perplexed  parents. 
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Klan  terrorizes  UM  pastor, forces  him  to  flee  church 

'  A  .  i  ./.nrriiiui  mo  tin  a  lit  f  ip  of  the  connectional  system.  We  believe  the  new 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  —  For  more  than  a 
month  a  young  United  Methodist  pastor  and  his 
wife  have  been  in  hiding  because  of  six  months  of 
harassment  by  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

When  the  Rev.  Michael  Curry  found  a  butcher 
knife  stuck  in  the  back  of  his  office  chair  in  the 
Smithburg  United  Methodist  Church  in  early 
December,  church  officials  decided  the  situation 
had  become  life  threatening.  A  note  written  on 
church  stationary  said:  “You  will  be  dead 
KKK.” 

Ever  since,  Mr.  Curry  and  his  wife  have  been 
living  out  of  a  suitcase  and  moving  every  three 
or  four  days.  Next  week,  he  will  begin  a  new 
appointment  in  an  undisclosed  area. 

Mr.  Curry  told  TM/UMR  the  series  of  events 
began  soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  four- 
point  Smithburg  charge  last  June.  Just  out  of 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  it  was  his  first  full-time 
appointment. 

He  received  an  anonymous  telephone  call  from 
someone  who  requested  that  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  be 
allowed  to  hold  a  fully  robed  “preaching  and  re¬ 
cruiting”  rally  during  a  Sunday  worship  hour 


“When  I  told  him  there  was  no  way  (that  would 
happen)  as  long  as  I  was  pastor,  he  said  ‘We’ll 
get  you  for  that,’”  Mr.  Curry  recalled. 

“I  thought  it  was  a  joke.  But  then  the  threaten¬ 
ing  telephone  calls  and  notes  started.  Things  be¬ 
came  more  and  more  serious.” 

The  district  superintendent  of  the  Western 
District,  of  which  Mr.  Curry  was  a  member,  had 
recently  died,  so  the  pastor  sought  the  advice  of  a 
neighboring  pastor,  who  advised  him  just  to  ignore 
the  group  and  it  would  go  away.  But.  the  Klan  didn’t 
go  away. 

Bishop  William  Grove  of  the  West  Virginia 
Area  said,  “We  don’t  know  why  they  persisted  in 
Mike’s  case.  We  have  had  a  few  other  pastors 
threatened,  but  nothing  like  this.  The  only  thing 
that  we  can  find  different  in  this  case  is  that  they 
knew  Mike  was  just  out  of  seminary.  And  he 
does  wear  a  beard. 

“We  can’t  see  that  Mike  did  anything  to  draw 
this  attention,”  Bishop  Grove  said.  “All  he  did 
was  turn  them  down  when  they  asked  to  meet  in 
the  church.” 

“At  first,  I  just  didn’t  want  to  believe  this  was 
happening,”  Mr.  Curry  continued.  “This  is  1980. 
West  Virginia  is  my  home.  My  brother  and  I  are 


the  first  of  our  family  to  come  out  of  the  coal 
mines,  but  they  finally  convinced  me  they  meant 
business.” 

He  once  received  a  call  detailing  the  route,  the 
parking  lot,  the  building  and  room  entered  by 
Mrs.  Curry  in  going  to  a  class  at  a  nearby 
community  college.  The  caller  then  warned  that 
Mrs.  Curry  might  be  raped  when  she  came  out  of 
class.  Mr.  Curry  called  police  who  made  sure 
Mrs.  Curry  returned  home  safely. 

On  another  occasion  the  tires  of  Mrs.  Curry’s 
car  were  punctured  and  a  note  was  left  which 
warned,  “The  KKK  is  here  to  stay  and  you  are 
not.” 

Mr.  Curry,  who  was  interviewed  by  phone  at  an 
undisclosed  location,  said  he  had  excellent 
cooperation  from  the  state  trooper  in  the  area. 
“We  never  called  him  that  he  wasn’t  there  in  a 
few  minutes.” 

On  two  separate  occasions  during  the  summer 
Mr.  Curry  was  stopped  at  road  blocks  where 
people  in  robes  and  hoods  were  collecting  money 
—  “just  like  they  were  a  charity”  —  and  trying  to 
recruit  members. 

“The  second  time  they  stopped  me,  one  of 
them  recognized  me,”  he  said.  “They  made  me 


get  out  of  the  car  and  roughed  me  up  a  little. 

“One  of  them  said,  ‘You’re  that  loud-mouth 
preacher  that’s  been  preaching  about  us,”’  Mr. 
Curry  recalled.  “When  I  said,  ‘No,  sir,’  another 
man  held  a  rifle  in  my  face  and  asked  what  I 
preached. 

“The  only  thing  I  could  think  to  say  was  ‘Jesus 
Christ  crucified  for  you  and  me.’  ”  Mr.  Curry 
related.  “Then  he  drew  the  rifle  back  and  swung 
the  butt  just  inches  from  my  face.  ” 

They  then  put  Mr.  Curry  back  in  his  car  and 
told  him  to  leave.  “And  I  did,”  he  said.  “I  was 
scared.” 

Bishop  Grove,  who  was  apprised  of  the 
situation  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  West 
Virginia  Area  in  September,  said  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  adopted  a  resolution  during  a  special  session 
Sept.  27,  stating  that  “extremist  and  subversive 
groups  —  and  in  particular  those  identifying 
themselves  as  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  —  would  not  be 
permitted  the  use  of  any  United  Methodist 
Church  property  for  any  type  of  meeting  or 
rally.” 

Mr.  Curry  told  the  TM/UMR,  “We  are  real 
happy  with  what  the  church  has  done  for  us.  We 
have  really  experienced  what  it  means  to  be  part 


of  the  connectional  system, 
assignment  will  give  us  a  chance  to  heal  and  let 
us  be  in  meaningful  ministry  at  the  same  time.” 

Bishop  Grove  also  announced  that  a  new 
pastor  would  be  going  to  the  Smithburg  UMC  charge 
on  Jan.  15,  but  was  not  ready  to  announce  the 
person’s  name.  In  a  statement  announcing  the 
appointments  he  said,  “As  bishop  of  the  UMC  in 
West  Virginia  I  am  outraged  at  the  actions  of 
persons  identifying  themselves  as  persons  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  and  harassing  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Michael  Curry,  and  threatening  their  lives.  To 
protect  the  safety  of  the  Currys,  1  have  removed 
them  from  the  pastorate  of  the  Smithburg 
Charge  of  the  Western  District.  However,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  continue  to  be  in 
ministry  in  the  Smithburg  community.  A  new 
pastor  has  been  appointed. 

“1  have  consulted  with  Gov.  Rockefeller  and 
the  superintendent  of  state  police  and  they  have 
pledged  the  support  of  law  enforcement  agencies 
on  behalf  of  public  order.  This  is  not  a  Smithburg 
issue  or  a  West  Virginia  issue  I  am  sure  that 
most  people  in  Smithburg  and  throughout  the 
state  share  our  revulsion  at  racist  rage  that 
hides  its  identity  and  attacks  the  very  values 
upon  which  this  country  was  founded." 


i  rauy  during  a  ounuay  wui  amp  uvui.  ...j  — j ^ 

Church  growth’  rallies  evangelists 

Social  club  with  religious  veneer9  isn  ’ tgoal ,  UM  preachers  assured 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH-The  United  Methodist 
Church  should  start  now  to  get  evangelism 
“back  up  front”  as  a  priority  in  1984,  a 
leading  proponent  of  the  church  growth 
movement  urged  some  300  church 
leaders  from  across  the  nation  last  week. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
only  mainline  denomination  losing  mem¬ 
bers  that  has  done  anything  significant 
about  turning  that  trend  around,”  said 
the  Rev.  C.  Peter  Wagner,  a  faculty 
member  at  Fuller  Theological  Seminary 
in  Pasadena,  Calif.  He  said  the  1976 
adoption  of  evangelism  as  a  missional 
priority  was  a  significant  step  but  he  was 
disappointed  that  it  was  not  extended 
into  the  1980s. 

Dr.  Wagner  addressed  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  district  level  evangelism 
chairpersons,  district  superintendents 
and  full-time  evangelists  during  the  four- 
day  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  and  the  concurrent  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Evangelists. 

During  what  could  best  be  described  as 
a  "cautious  courtship”  between  pro¬ 
ponents  of  traditional  evangelism 
methods  and  of  the  church  growth  move¬ 
ment,  Dr.  Wagner  told  his  audience  the 


two  are  in  a  very  close  relationship. 

He  told  TM/UMR,  “We  hope  the  pro¬ 
fessional,  fulltime  evangelist  will  look  for 
ways  to  combine  the  church  growth  con¬ 
cept  with  the  traditional  approach  to 
evangelism.  They  could  enter  into  longer 
term  relationships  and  help  congrega¬ 
tions  understand  the  why  and  why  not  of 
church  growth.” 

“Misunderstanding  of  the  church 
growth  movement  is  the  reason  for  most 
of  our  critics,  I  believe,”  said  Dr. 
Wagner.  He  sought  early  on  to  state  what 
the  concept  is  not.  He  said  the  movement 
is  not  looking  just  for  more  numbers  on 
church  rolls  and  it  is  not  seeking  to 
develop  exclusive  “social  clubs  with  a 
religious  veneer.” 

Committed  aren’t  in  church 

"We  believe  there  are  people  in  the 
world  who  are  committed  to  Christ,  but 
are  not  in  a  church,”  he  said. 

“We  see  three  priorities  for  Christ’s 
people.  They  should  be  committed  to  God 
through  Jesus  Christ,  they  should  be 
committed  to  the  living  body  of  Christ, 
and  they  should  be  committed  to  the 
work  of  Christ  in  the  world.” 

“That’s  all  the  church  growth  move¬ 
ment  has  tried  to  do,  —  turn  Christian 
people  and  Christian  congregations  to 


helping  all  Christians  build  Christ’s 
church.” 

In  the  course  of  his  talks  Dr.  Wagner 
presented  four  guidelines  to  the  church 
growth  concept: 

•  Both  the  pastor  and  the  congregation 
must  want  to  grow ; 

•  Congregations  which  want  to  grow 
must  know  how  churches  grow ; 

•  Congregations  must  recognize  and 
establish  a  stated  philosophy  of  min¬ 
istry; 

•  The  congregation  must  make  a  plan 
for  its  growth. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Whittle,  president  of 
the  Council  on  Evangelism,  took  a 
cautious  position.  “These  people  are  not 
going  to  buy  any  concept  completely,”  he 
said.  “We  will  be  plugging  in  on  those 
areas  that  we  feel  will  be  helpful  in  our 
work  for  the  Lord.” 

In  the  final  address  to  the  Council,  Dr. 
Whittle,  pastor  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Abilene,  Texas,  said  his  congregation 
has  realized  a  44  percent  growth  in 
membership  in  five  and  one-half  years 
by  “using  the  concepts  of  John  Wesley” 
which  he  said  “share  similarities”  with 
the  church  growth  concept. 

In  between  lectures  participants  had 
opportunities  to  sit  in  on  their  choice  of 
four  seminars  —  at  least  two  of  which 


were  oriented  toward  applying  the 
church  growth  concept  to  the  UMC 
during  this  quadrennium. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Wagner  the  council 
members  heard  ministers  from  local 
congregations  with  exemplary  programs 
of  evangelism. 

Caring  church  grows 

The  Rev.  Mary  Ann  Swenson,  who  is 
pastor  of  the  Orchards  UMC  in  Van¬ 
couver,  Wash.,  said  in  the  last  two  years 
her  congregation  has  grown  from  99 
members  to  220  members  through  a 
ministry  of  caring.  “We  have  a  mandate 
from  the  Bible,  our  United  Methodist 
heritage,  and  our  discipline  to  do  good," 
she  said.  “Caring  is  just  not  a  feeling.  It 
can  be  put  in  concrete  terms.  That’s  what 
we  do.” 

The  Rev.  Henry  H.  Nichols,  who  has 
been  pastor  of  the  James  Memorial  UMC 
in  Philadelphia  for  34  years,  said,  “When 
we  worship  we  have  to  look  for  some¬ 
thing  to  happen.”  For  something  to 
happen  “the  centrality  of  our  worship 
must  be  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  must  tell  the 
good  news  that  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  is  seeking  to  reconcile  the  world 
unto  Himself.” 


Callousness,  age  bias  alleged  in  agency  firings 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 
MCLEAN,  Va.  —  “Twisting  slowly,  slowly  in  the 
wind”  for  most  of  a  year  is  how  one  ousted  program 
executive  described  the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Society  last  week. 

While  affirming  the  new  board  organization  and  new 
emphasis  on  constituency  service  that  the  overhaul 
produced,  Jessma  Blockwick  said  the  process  showed 
“callous  disregard  for  the  people  involved”  (see 
TM/UMR,  Jan.  9). 

The  staff  shakeup  which  resulted  in  the  departures  of 
six  out  of  seven  program  executives  —  and  the  hiring  of 
three  new  staff  members— was  only  the  “latest  act” 
demonstrating  how  the  process  had  worked,  Ms.  Block¬ 
wick  wrote  in  a  five-page  letter  to  past  and  present 
boards  of  directors.  The  overall  realignment  resulted 
in  reduction  of  staff  from  15  to  13  executives.  | 

Ms.  Blockwick  alleges  age  discrimination  in  her 
letter  of  protest,  pointing  out  that  the  board  got  rid 
of  all  persons  over  55— except  one— who  worked  on 
issues  in  one  “convulsive  lashing  out.”  She  said  that  a 
corporation  which  fired  most  of  its  staff  near  retire¬ 
ment  age  using  the  pretext  of  redefining  jobs  would 
quickly  find  itself  being  legally  challenged. 

She  also  alleges  sex  discrimination  in  the 
termination  of  two  women  and  the  rehiring  of  only  one 
in  light  of  the  board's  announced  goal  of  having  50 
percent  of  its  executive  staff  women  by  1984. 

Two  executives  of  the  board  who  worked  out  the  staff 
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changes  since  the  General  Conference  accepted  the 
new  organization  last  spring  said  "We  were  under  the 
mandate  of  the  board  to  put  the  new  structure  into 
effect  and  to  get  the  staff  to  do  it.”  They  said  age  was 
not  a  consideration. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Fassett,  associate  general  secretary, 
said  “we  feel  the  persons  selected  are  the  very  best  and 
best  reflect  the  keenest  concerns  we  have  for  the  future 
of  the  board.” 

Carolyn  McIntyre,  the  other  associate  general 
secretary,  said  “the  termination  process  was  very 
careful  and  caring  .  .  .  terminations  are  never  easy.” 
She  added  that  the  selections  “move  us  along  toward 
affirmative  action  goals  so  the  staff  reflects  an  in¬ 
clusive  church.” 

Ms.  Blockwick  does  not  agree.  She  said  not  only  was 
the  process  callous  but  it  also  exhibits  age  and  sex  dis¬ 
crimination. 

She  said  executives  were  constantly  reminded  all 
last  year  —  whenever  they  made  suggestions  —  that 
“you  may  not  be  here  next  year.” 

The  terminations  themselves,  she  wrote,  took  five 
minutes  during  which  she  heard  a  set  speech  that  she 
didn’t  have  a  job  and  that  she  should  get  her  personal 
effects  cleared  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

“Not  one  grace  note,  not  one  word  of  appreciation, 
not  one  word  of  regret."  She  has  been  on  the  staff  for  12 


years,  and  directed  the  Department  of  Population. 

The  president  of  the  board,  Bishop  LeRoy  Hodapp  of 
Springfield,  Ill.,  said  the  board  would  express  appreciation 
to  these  persons  this  week. 

She  also  questioned  the  continued  efficient  operation 
of  the  board  with  six  out  of  seven  experienced  directors 
gone. 

“We  won't  be  a  factor  on  Capitol  Hill”  at  this  critical 
juncture  in  Washington,  she  told  TM/UMR,  because  of 
the  chaos  and  lack  of  staff  in  the  agency. 

Ms.  Blockwick  also  protested  the  fact  that  the 
secretaries  of  the  executives  who  were  dismissed  — 
one  employed  for  17  years  —  were  put  on  three  months 
probation. 

She  concluded  that  “the  board  cannot  work  to 
eradicate  injustice  in  the  larger  society  if  it  ignores  in¬ 
justice  done  in  its  name  to  its  own  people.  ” 

Ms.  Blockwick’s  termination,  along  with  four  others 
was  announced  shortly  before  the  untimely  death  of  a 
heart  attack  Christmas  Eve  of  the  board’s  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  George  Outen.  Also  dismissed  were 
the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  whose  crisis  intervention  and 
conciliation  ministries  in  conflict  situations  brought 
him  both  acclaim  and  criticism;  the  Rev.  J.  Elliott 
Corbett,  a  specialist  in  church-government  relations; 
Dr.  Herman  Will,  a  world  peace  activist  for  37  years 
with  the  agency  and  Dolores  Wright  in  the  Department 
of  Drug  and  Alcohol  Concerns. 

The  Rev.  Grover  Bagby  of  the  General  Welfare 
Division  retired  after  17  years. 


Churches  told  to  get  busy  strengthening  families 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  Amid  moving  vans 
and  packing  crates  of  changing  ad¬ 
ministrations,  religious  leaders  were 
challenged  here  to  put  their  own  houses 
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White  HouseConference 
on  Families 

in  order  in  regard  to  their  traditional 
concern  for  families. 

“The  major  thrust  of  the  White  House 
Conference  on  Families  for  the  religious 
community  is  not  to  wait  on  government, 
but  to  get  busy  ourselves,”  Harry  L. 
Hollis,  a  Southern  Baptist  member  of  the 
advisory  committee  to  the  conference 
said. 

He  told  some  80  religious  leaders 
attending  a  briefing  here  on  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  recommendations  growing 
out  of  the  conference  that  a  good  place  to 
start  would  be  with  an  analysis  of  how 
church  and  synagogue  practices  and 
policies  effect  family  life. 

“We  must  start  with  ourselves,” 
agreed  Dr.  Leon  Smith  of  the  United 
Methodist  general  Board  of  Discipleship 
in  Nashville.  He  said  that  is  exactly  what 
the  denomination’s  Family  Life  Com¬ 
mittee  task  group  is  doing.  The  six-mem¬ 
ber  group  assigned  to  follow-up  on 
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recommendations  growing  out  of  the 
White  House  Conference  has  sent  letters 
asking  every  employing  agency  of  the 
denomination  to  review  the  impact  of 
employment  policies  on  family  life. 

The  task  group  has  also  written  to  Pre¬ 
sident-elect  Reagan  urging  him  to 
continue  the  one-year  old  Office  of 
Families  in  the  federal  government.  The 
office  was  described  as  “a  beachhead  for 
families"  in  the  bureaucracy  —  the  only 
agency  assessing  the  impact  of 
government  policy  on  family  life,  by  Jim 
Guy  Tucker,  a  former  congressman 
from  Arkansas  who  chaired  the  White 
House  Conference  procedures. 

“However,  churches  and  synagogues 
are  the  best  friends  families  have,”  Mr. 
Tucker  said. 

A  big  question  mark  remains  as  to 
whether  the  new  administration  will  be 
interested  in  the  conference’s 
recommendations,  but  Mr.  Tucker  is 
optimistic.  He  pointed  out  that  “the  top 
10”  represented  such  a  broad  consensus 
from  all  three  of  the  regional  conferences 
—  Baltimore,  Minneapolis,  Los  Angeles 
—as  to  be  above  partisan  politics. 

“The  greatest  danger  is  that  families 
will  be  treated  as  a  passing  fad,”  he  said. 

Others  on  the  advisory  committee 
suggested  recommendations  the  relig¬ 
ious  community  might  work  on : 

•  Elimination  of  the  marriage  tax; 

•  Prevention  of  alcohol  and  drug 
abuse; 

•  More  equitable  economic  treatment 
of  full-time  homemakers  ; 

•  Increased  pressure  on  media  to  curb 
excess  violence,  sex,  stereotyping; 

•  Support  for  family  violence  pre¬ 
vention  efforts. 


Family  shared  mother’s  last  days  on  TV  program 


JAMESTOWN,  N  Y. -The  Spencers 
is  one  family  featured  in  “Begin  with 
Goodbye,”  a  television  series  of  six 
United  Methodist  Communications  films 
Methodist  Communications  films 
based  on  the  belief  that  life  is  a  series 
of  changes  and  endings.  To  help 
individuals  learn  to  weather  trying 
times,  the  series  is  designed  to  teach 
them  to  cope  with  personal  loss, 
separation,  grief  and  new  beginnings. 

In  program  No.  5,  “A  Time  to  Cry,” 
the  Spencer  family,  above,  faces  the 
impending  death  from  cancer  of  34- 


year-old  wife/mother  Sandy,  center, 
openly  and  honestly.  Mrs.  Spencer 
died  three  weeks  after  her  hospitaliza¬ 
tion  1  scene  for  her  segment  was 
filmed. 

Stations  in  48  states  and  the  District 
of  Columbia  either  are  airing  the 
series  now  or  are  holding  it  for  show¬ 
ing  later  in  the  year. 

Viewers  guides  are  available  from 
Kathy  Dale,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Room 
1370,  New  York  NY  10115,  from  $1  for 
a  single  copy  to  $50  for  100. 
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Michigan  Red  Squad 
targeted  ministers,  too 


Reports  from  diverse  segments  of  the 
religious  community  here  illustrated 
varied  approaches  and  traditions 
surrounding  the  family. 

For  instance,  the  family  is  second  only 
to  Israel  in  importance  to  the  Jewish 
community,  said  Dr.  Yehuda  Rosenman 
of  the  Jewish  National  Family  Center. 

He  said  the  trend  is  for  Jewish 
organizations  to  put  their  emphasis  on 
keeping  families  intact,  as  opposed  to 
services  directed  primarily  toward 
troubled  families. 

A  spokesman  for  the  evangelical 
community  said  some  evangelicals  were 
very  vocal  in  opposition  to  the  White 
House  Conference  but  said  Dr.  J.  Allan 
Petersen  of  Wheaton,  Ill.,  “Only  one- 
fourth  to  one-third  of  the  evangelical 
•  churches  are  providing  any  family 
strengthening  and  enrichment  oppor¬ 
tunities.” 

He  said  evangelicals  have  just  recently 
agreed  that  home  and  family  must  be 
high  priorities. 

Dr.  Smith  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  said  the  denomination’s 
philosophy  of  family  ministry  may  have 
concentrated  too  much  on  family  rela¬ 
tionships  and  fallen  short  on  recognizing 
the  forces  impacting  families,  i.e., 
housing,  employment,  as  well  as  the 
potentialities  of  the  family  as  a  social 
force. 

He  noted  that  90  percent  of  the  UMC’s 
39,000  congregations  have  a  coordinator 
of  Family  Ministries  who  are  to  “plan 
and  implement  a  program  of  nurture, 
outreach  and  witness  for  persons  and 
families  within  and  without  the 
congregation." 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

DETROIT  —  A  “badge  of  honor"  is 
how  one  United  Methodist  minister 
described  his  place  on  a  “Red  Squad” 
surveillance  list  compiled  by  Michigan 
State  Police. 

Several  UM  ministers  were  included 
on  the  list  authorized  by  a  state  law 
passed  in  1950  and  declared  unconsti¬ 
tutional  in  1976. 

“My  first  reaction  was  a  feeling  of 
‘Gee,  I  really  made  it,’’’  explained  the 
Rev.  James  Bristah,  executive  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Union,  the 
mission  society  for  the  115  churches  in 
the  Detroit  metropolitan  area.  “It 
became  a  badge  of  honor  if  you  got  the 
attention  of  this  group.” 

Dr.  Bristah  didn’t  learn  of  his  inclusion 
on  the  list,  however,  until  the  final  weeks 
of  last  year. 

That’s  when  the  Michigan  State  Police 
began  the  $350,000  job  of  trying  to  find 
and  notify  the  38,000  individuals  and  400 
organizations  on  the  list,  in  response  to  a 
court  order  made  more  than  a  year  ago. 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  an  unofficial  group  related  to  the 
UMC  was  also  on  the  list.  A  federation 
official  indicated  the  court  order  leading 
to  the  notifications  resulted  from  a  six- 
year  legal  battle  which  began  when  a 
suburban-based  consumer  organization 
learned  it  was  being  investigated.  The 
surveillance  began  in  1950  and  lasted 
more  than  25  years. 

This  is  thought  to  be  the  first  time  a 
court  has  ordered  a  state  to  notify  all 
persons  listed  in  such  a  surveillance  file. 

Persons  or  groups  in  the  Michigan  files 
included  anti-war  activists,  environ¬ 
mentalists,  homosexuals,  pro-  and  anti¬ 
busing  advocates,  socialists  and  persons 
who  are  now  prominent  politicians, 
judges,  labor  leaders,  educators,  busi¬ 
ness  executives  and  clergy. 

“It’s  kind  of  insane  when  you  look  at 
the  names”  on  the  list,  said  the  Rev. 
Keith  Pohl  of  University  UMC  in  East 
Lansing.  “They  are  some  of  the  most 
prominent  persons  in  the  state." 

For  instance,  Rep.  David  A.  Stockman 
(R-Mich.),  President-elect  Reagan’s 
choice  to  head  the  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget,  also  has  been  notified  of  his 
inclusion  on  the  list. 

Dr.  Pohl,  who  speculated  that  he  got  on 
the  list  while  a  campus  minister  at 


Michigan  State  University  from  1956  to 
1972,  said  he  knew  Mr.  Stockman  when 
the  conservative  Republican  was  a 
student  active  in  the  Vietnam  war  protest, 
movement. 

The  Rev.  Donn  Doten,  now  editor  of  the 
Michigan  Christian  Advocate,  was 
pastor  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  during  the  Vietnam  era.  Like 
some  of  his  colleagues  on  the  list,  he 
spoke  from  his  pulpit  against  U.S. 
involvement  in  the  undeclared  war. 

“The  whole  thing  is  an  exercise  in 
silliness,”  Dr.  Doten  said.  “The  problem 
is  that  it  has  tragic  possibilities.  The 
feeling  is  that  the  creation  of  the  file  was 
a  McCarthyish  thing.”  he  said. 

Lt.  Norman  Smith  of  the  Michigan 
State  Police  explained  that  just  because 
a  person’s  name  was  indexed  in  the  files 
did  not  mean  the  individual  was  engaged 
in  subversion. 

"A  name  may  have  come  up  in  an 
investigation  or  as  part  of  a  document” 
found  which  was  related  to  a  group  being 
looked  at,  he  explained.  “That’s  how 
many  people  who  never  engaged  in 
criminal  syndicalism  or  subversive 
activities  got  on  the  list.” 


PREACHER!  Lei  a  “Reader- 
Supplement  Your  Resources 

A  monthly  newsletter  of  12  up-to-date  sermon 
illustrations  culled  from  current  books,  etc.  $15 
for  12  issues.  Publisher:  Clyde  Chesnutt,  UM 
pastor,  former  assoc,  editor  of  TM/UMR. 

Send  to:  WINDOWS  TO  TRUTH.  P.O.  Box 
541.  Humble  TX  77338  ** 


-  Money-back  Guarantee 


TEENAGE  SEXUALITY 


A  report  based  on  a  survey  of  51 1 
United  Methodist  youth.  Includes: 

-The  complete  survey  results. 

-A  biblical  and  theological  view 
of  sexuality. 

-Suggestions  for  parents  of  teen¬ 
agers  and  pre-teenagers. 

This  report  has  been  prepared  by 
United  Methodist  minister  Steve 
Clapp  and  will  be  available  in 
February.  $6  if  ordered  by  Febru¬ 
ary  10;  $7  after  that  date.  Postage 
paid  if  payment  for  Teenage  Sex¬ 
uality  accompanies  order  to: 


C-4  Resources 
P.O  Box  27 
Sidell.  IL  61876 


PAGE  4 

Conference 
to  vote  on 
settlement 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  special  session  of 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  tentatively  has  been  set  for 
Feb.  26-28  for  a  vote  on  a  proposed 
settlement  of  litigation  stemming  from 
the  financial  failure  of  the  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  facilities. 

The  lay  and  clergy  delegates  also  will 
vote  on  proposals  to  raise  $12  million  as 
part  of  the  settlement  with  $6  million  to 
be  raised  by  mid-1981.  Among  the 
proposals  to  be  considered  will  be  one 
recommending  a  15  percent  cut  in 
program  and  administration  in  the  1981 
conference  budget  —  a  move  calculated 
to  make  available  $1  million. 

The  196,000  members  in  488  churches  in 
Southern  California,  Arizona,  Hawaii 
and  Southern  Nevada  will  be  asked  to 
raise  the  second  $6  million  “over  the  next 
few  years”  according  to  the  settlement 
announced  in  San  Diego  Superior  Court 
Dec.  10.  Conference  officials  told 
TM/UMR  they  hope  this  can  be  done  in 
the  shortest  possible  time  —  perhaps  by 
the  end  of  1981. 

The  terms  of  the  $21  million  settlement 
package  will  be  financed,  if  approved, 
through  a  combination  of  the  $12  million 
raised  by  the  annual  conference  plus  $9 
million  in  loans  from  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  to  the  conference  as  well 
as  individual  gifts  from  UMs  outside  the 
conference,  John  Kirkman,  the 
conference  treasurer  told  TM/UMR. 

The  $21  million  would  be  loaned  by  the 
conference  to  the  homes.  Once  they  are 
on  a  sound  financial  basis  all  funds  are  to 
be  repaid. 

A  special  Pacific  Homes  Task  Force 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Dan  Kennedy, 
superintendent  of  the  Long  Beach 
District,  is  developing  plans  for  fund¬ 
raising  to  be  presented  to  the  conference 
delegates  at  the  special  session. 

After  the  task  force’s  first  meeting,  the 
group  recommended  that  the  services  of 
a  professional  fund  developer  be  sought 
with  emphasis  given  to  raising  the  $12 
million  in  the  shortest  amount  of  time. 
Mr.  Kirkman  said  the  hope  is  to  raise  the 
entire  $12  million  by  the  end  of  1981. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Finkbiner  of  Reseda, 
Calif.,  another  member  of  the  task  force, 
heads  a  committee  to  develop  proposals 
for  specific  cuts  in  the  1981  conference 
budget.  He  said  the  cut  of  $1  million  or  15 
percent  in  the  budget  would  be  “across 
the  board”  in  program  and 
administration.  Some  staff  cuts  are 
anticipated  also,  he  said. 

Liberal  leader 
praises  skill  of 
6 Religious  Right ’ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Jerry  Falwell 
and  other  “political  ayatollahs”  do  not 
represent  a  new  development  in 
American  society  and  in  some  ways  are 
doing  more  effectively  some  things 
liberals  attempted  to  do  in  the  1960s,  says 
a  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC) 
staffer. 

The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley,  specialist  in 
civil  and  religious  liberties  at  the  NCC, 
made  these  points  at  an  interfaith  forum 
sponsored  by  the  American  Jewish 
Congress.  The  symposium  was  designed 
to  suggest  strategies  by  which  the  Jewish 
community  might  respond  to  right-wing 
political  activities  of  religious  groups. 

“Some  liberals  were,  and  maybe  still 
are,  no  less  sure  than  Jerry  Falwell  that 
they  know  what  is  best  for  us,”  Mr. 
Kelley  said.  “I  work  with  some  of  them.” 

The  United  Methodist  minister 
commented  that  groups  like  the  Moral 
Majority  "are  currently  doing  a  little 
Letter  some  of  the  things  we  started  .  .  . 
If  imitation  is  the  sincerest  form  of 
flattery,  then  we  should  feel  flattered.” 

Mr.  Kelley  maintained  that  an  appeal 
to  resentments  of  the  American  people 
on  the  part  of  the  "religious  right”  would 
not  work  if  the  resentments  were  not 
already  there.  He  urged  liberal  religious 
groups  to  recognize  that  “the  troops  are 
getting  thinner  out  there,  because  we 
have  not  cultivated  them  effectively  at 
the  grass-roots  level.” 


_ Classified _ 

CHINA  TOUR:  16  days  Manila.  Peking.  Hangchow. 
Soochow,  Shanghai,  Great  Wall.  Hong  Kong,  much 
more.  Dr  Ira  Allen,  Tour  Director,  over  30  years 
travel  experience,  1015  W  Cedar,  Redlands.  CA  92373 
FULL  TIME  YOUTH-ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR 

needed  at  once  Must  be  experienced  and  trained. 
Good  salary  and  working  conditions.  Send  resume 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  577, 
Carthage.  TX  75633  or  phone  (214  )  693-5227  or  693- 
3459 _ 

STAFF  VACANCY:  Womens  Division,  Secretary 

for  Community  Action.  Salary  range:  $22,210-533,315. 
Send  inquiries  to  Peggy  Billings,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  1502,  New  York,  NY  10115.  Application 
deadline  Marchl ,  1961. _ 

WANTED:  Education  Director  at  Key  Memorial 

Methodist  Church.  Emphasis  on  children  and  youth. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  901  East  Houston, 
Sherman,  TX  75090  '  214 1  892-9162 _ 

WANTED:  Director  of  Youth  and/or  Music  at  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  172,  Red  Bay.  AL 
35582  Work  hours  and  salary  negotiable  Write  or 
calll  205 1  356-4663  or  356-4654 _ 

MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  - 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Stanton.  Texas 
Salary  negotiable-send  resume  and  photograph  c/o 
Davis  B  Edens,  P.O  Box  1193,  Stanton,  TX  79782 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  -  "God  Loves 
You,"  19*;  100,  $18.00.  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  21*; 
100,  $20.00.  Poems.  “Cross  in  My  Pocket,”  2*.  Plus 
postage.  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Write:  Egypt  Brochure,  335  3rd  Isle  N  W  Port 

Richey,  Fla.  33568.  Depart  April  28  with  Dr.  Glenn 
Quam  —  813-863-9090.  Experienced  host  —  $1498 
Tour  Mexico's  Copper  Canyon  —  8  days,  Mar.  3, 

Hotels,  transportation,  some  meals  —  $525.  Fully 
escorted  by  Phil  Beggs.  Box  737,  Victorville,  Ca 
92392 _ 

CHINA  ADVENTURE  plus  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan, 

Japan  May  9-31  Personally  escorted  by:  Rev  and 
Mrs  Ed  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas.  Texas  75214 
Brochure  availably _ 
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TRAG  offers  cheap  vehicle  for  poor  nations 


MARSHFIELD.  Mo.  —  To  the  farmer  in  developing  nations,  the  vehicle  pictured 
above  may  become  what  the  half-ton  pickup  has  become  to  the  U.S.  farmer.  Called  a 
TRAG  (TRansportation  AGriculture),  the  machine  is  designed  to  do  the  simple  tasks 
of  hauling  people  and  products  in  addition  to  cultivation  and  water  pumping.  The 
TRAG.  which  costs  about  $995,  was  designed  by  a  United  Methodist  layman,  Earl 
Miner,  of  Marshfield.  The  8-horsepower  Briggs-Stratton  engine  can  also  run  on  plant 
alcohol.  It  is  presently  in  use  in  15  countries. 

PHOTO  BY  JIM  STEELE 


the  church  today 


UM  Building  included  in 
inauguration  planning 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Since  the 
United  Methodist  Building  here  was 
constructed  at  its  strategic  Capitol  Hill 
location  more  than  50  years  ago,  it  has 
managed  to  be  involved,  sometimes 
peripherally,  in  exciting  events. 

The  upcoming  inauguration  day  (Jan. 
20)  will  be  no  different.  The  building  will 
be  under  surveillance  because  it  is  only 
one  block  away  from  the  east  side  of  the 
Capitol,  separated  only  by  the  Capitol 
lawn  and  a  street.  According  to  a  Secret 
Service  spokesperson,  it  is  “necessary 
that  all  buildings  facing  the  Capitol  be  of 
access  to  the  security  force"  because 
both  sides  of  the  Capitol  are  being  used 
for  the  ceremonies. 

The  United  Methodist  Building  will  be 
given  a  number  for  easy  identification 
should  “unauthorized  persons  be  spotted 
on  the  roof.”  However,  the  building  will 
not  be  staffed  by  the  Secret  Service, 
although  the  other  buildings  in  the  area 
will  be,  including  the  Supreme  Court. 

Progress  is  reported 
at  Madrid  talks 

MADRID,  Spain  (RNS)  —  Despite 
East-West  tensions,  some  progress  in 
technological  exchanges  and  trade 
increases  is  being  made  at  the 
conference  here  on  European  security 
and  cooperation,  according  to  Dr.  David 
Preuss,  presiding  bishop  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  (ALC). 

Dr.  Preuss,  a  senior  public  adviser  to 
the  U.S.  delegation  at  the  conference, 
said  he  thought  that  “the  real  value”  of 
the  35-nation  meeting  to  review 
compliance  with  the  1975  Helsinki 
accords,  “is  the  fact  that  the  East  and 
West  are  talking  with  each  other  across 
international  barriers.” 

The  ALC  leader,  who  is  the  only 
clergyman  at  the  Madrid  parley  in  an 
official  capacity  besides  the  members  of 
the  Vatican  delegation,  cited  progress  in 
negotiations  on  reuniting  families  across 
East-West  borders,  in  getting  higher 
Jewish  emigration  levels  from  the  East, 
and  in  arranging  various  cultural 
exchanges. 

The  deadline  for  applications  is  Feb. 
15.  Additional  information  is  available  by 
contacting  Manuel  Espartero  of  the 
board  of  100  Maryland  Ave.,  NE, 
Washington,  D.C.  20002. 

Graham  invited  to  Reagan’s 
inaugural  —  but  not  to  pray 

DALLAS  (RNS)  —  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  will  be  seated  on  the 
presidential  platform  during  the 
inauguration  of  President-elect  Ronald 
Reagan  in  January,  but  will  not  have  an 
active  role  in  the  ceremony. 

Mr.  Graham,  a  friend  and  confidant  of 
several  presidents,  has  said  prayers  in 
past  inaugural  rites,  but  he  stated  after 
Watergate  that  he  wanted  a  lesser  role  in 
White  House  religion. 

Mr.  Reagan’s  team  had  announced 
that  the  Rev.  Don  Moomaw,  pastor  of  Bel 
Air  Presbyterian  Church  in  Los  Angeles, 
the  home  church  of  the  president-elect, 
would  give  both  inaugural  prayers. 

Dogs,  cats,  crabs  and  a  turtle 
attend  worship 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (RNS)  - 
Several  visitors  to  the  First  Moravian 
Church  worship  services  recently  howled 
at  the  minister. 

But  it  wasn’t  because  they  didn't  like 
the  sermon.  The  visitors  were  dogs,  and 
they  were  present  for  the  Greensboro 
church’s  fifth  “Blessing  of  the  Animals.” 

The  Rev.  Bill  Gramley  started  having 
the  “Blessing  of  the  Animal"  services 


Youth  organization  reduces  staff 


NASHVILLE  -  (UMNS)  -  Confronted 
with  an  accumulated  deficit  of  nearly 
$45,000,  the  steering  committee  of  the 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
(NYMO)  meeting  here  last  month  voted 
to  reduce  its  staff  by  one  person  and  to 
cancel  its  1981  winter  meeting. 

Since  NYMO  was  created  by  the  1976 
General  Conference,  it  has  been  funded 
entirely  by  annual  conference 
contributions  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 
In  compliance  with  the  1976  Book  of 
Discipline,  annual  conferences  have  sent 
30  percent  of  their  contributions  to  the 
national  organization  which  was  to  have 
allocated  25  percent  of  that  amount  for 
national  projects. 


The  deficit  arose  when  project  money 
had  to  be  used  to  cover  overexpenditures 
of  about  $32,000  incurred  at  the  1977  and 
1979  national  convocations  and  for  other 
administrative  expenses. 

The  1980  General  Conference  made 
changes  in  NYMO’s  funding  pattern 
including  an  annual  allocation  of  $75,000 
from  general  church  funds.  Annual 
conferences  are  to  continue  sending 
NYMO  30  percent  of  their  contributions 
to  the  Youth  Service  Fund  but  the 
national  organization  is  to  allocate  70 
percent  of  that  amount  for  projects. 

The  steering  committee  approved  a 
1981  administrative  and  project  budget 
totaling  $169,500. 


Indians  show  unity  signs 

List  of  needs  given  UMC  agency 


when  he  was  pastor  of  a  Bethlehem,  Pa., 
church,  and  continued  the  practice  when 
he  came  to  Greensboro. 

In  addition  to  dogs,  other  animals  on 
hand  for  the  Greensboro  services 
included  cats,  a  turtle  and  hermit  crabs. 

Mr.  Gramley  said,  “It  gets  children 
involved  in  the  church  in  a  way  that 
nothing  else  can.  They  can  bring  a  pet 
they  care  about  to  church  and,  together, 
express  their  love  and  concern  for  each 
of  them.” 

Hispanic  caucus  moves  to 
better  organization 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  MARCHA,  the 
Hispanic  caucus  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  concentrate  in  the 
immediate  future  on  congregational 
development,  human  rights,  and 
refugees  and  education,  its  board  of 
directors  decided  here  last  month. 

Priorities  for  1981  will  be  improving  j 
caucus  organization  to  better  work 
toward  its  goals,  development  of  new 
Hispanic  congregations  and  leadership, 
and  human  rights. 

The  board  also  expressed  concern  for 
the  large  numbers  of  Cuban  and  Asian 
refugees  arriving  in  the  U.S.  and  urged 
Hispanic  churches  to  help  relocate  them ; 
asked  churches  to  become  more  aware  of 
U.S.  -Mexico  border  problems . 

The  board,  meeting  in  conjunction  with 
the  caucus’s  annual  general  convocation, 
re-elected  the  Rev.  Jose  Velazquez, 
Chicago,  as  president. 

Church  and  Society  offers 
ethnic  minority  internships 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  general  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  again  is  offering  its 
Internship  Program  for  Ethnic  Minority 
Youth  and  Young  Adults  next  summer. 

The  program  places  participants  in 
Congressional  offices  or  committees, 
other  governmental  agencies  and  non¬ 
governmental  social  action  organi¬ 
zations  here. 

The  12  young  people  ( three  from  each 
of  the  Asian,  black,  Hispanic  and  Native 
American  minorities)  will  be  given 
transportation,  housing  and  $875  for 
living  expenses. 

The  deadline  for  applications  is  Feb. 
15.  Additional  information  is  available  by 
contacting  Manuel  Espartero  of  the 
board  at  100  Maryland  Ave.,  NE, 
Washington,  D.C.  20002. 

Minority  fund  somewhat 
smaller 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  With  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
designated  a  top  priority  for  the  1981-84 
quadrennium,  die  Minority  Group  Self 
Determination  Fund  will  be  smaller  this 
year  because  “some  of  the  funds  allotted 
for  EMLC  will  take  up  some  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
.unds.” 

According  to  CORR  executive,  the 
Rev.  Woodie  White,  the  funding 
committee  will  decide  which  programs  it 
will  fund  only  during  March  and 
September  in  1981.  In  past  years  they 
have  funded  programs  in  May  also. 

“The  rationale  of  General  Conference 
is  that  some  of  the  ‘commission 
programs’  will  receive  funds  through 
EMLC,”  said  Dr.  White.  “We  will  start 
the  quadrennium  with  less  than  we’ve 
had  in  the  past  but  it  will  be  increased 
yearly,  and  by  the  time  we  get  to  1984  we 
will  be  receiving  over  $1  million  per  year, 
which  is  what  we  asked  for." 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
which  administers  the  MGSDF,  has 
approved  funding  for  16  minority 
programs  totaling  $160,250. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Native  American 
United  Methodists,  more  divided  than 
united  in  recent  years,  showed  some 
promising  signs  of  unity  here  last  week. 

Representatives  from  120  of  the  158 
Indian  congregations  settled  on  around 
six  major  needs  for  which  they  requested 
assistance  from  the  general  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

A  spirit  of  conciliation  permeated  the 
four-day  effort  to  arrive  at  that  list. 

Indian  United  Methodists  as  a  group 
are  so  small  that  many  observers  long 
have  questioned  whether  they  can 
receive  sufficient  help  if  they  remain 
divided  in  their  goals. 

Numbering  only  around  12,000,  the 
Native  Americans  constitute  less  than 
two-tenths  of  one  percent  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Membership  in 
Native  American  churches  may  be 
declining  at  a  faster  rate  than  the 
denomination  as  a  whole,  leaders 
suggested  here. 

Approximately  230  leaders  from  those 
local  churches  heard  repeated  exhorta¬ 
tions  during  the  consultation  to  unite 
behind  a  practical  number  of  requests 
for  help. 

Dorothy  Turner-Lacy,  a  Discipleship 
staff  member,  told  them  the 
denomination  can’t  strengthen  its  ethnic 
churches  unless  it  knows  what  those 
churches  want  and  need. 

“The  door  is  open  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  Native  American 
concerns,”  said  another  staff  member, 
JoAnn  Eslinger  who  is  an  Indian.  “If  we 
don’t  take  advantage  of  it  early,  that 


door  will  be  shut,  and  it  will  open  for 
somebody  else.” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship,  which  set 
up  and  paid  for  the  meeting,  was  given 
this  list  of  needs  from  the  group: 

•  Programs  to  reach  youth  and  young 
adults. 

•  Training  sessions  (in  easy-to-reach 
places)  for  the  laity,  especially  in  the 
areas  of  Sunday  School  teaching, 
congregational  development  and 
outreach. 

•  More  full-time  clergy,  adequate 
salaries. 

•  Confirmation,  stewardship  and 
Sunday  School  resources  related  to 
Native  American  populations. 

•  Better  communication  with  all 
Native  American  churches  and  with  the 
annual  conferences  and  general 
agencies. 

•  More  representation  on  board  and 
agency  staffs  and  elected  bodies. 

Many  of  the  needs,  noted  the  Rev. 
Robert  Wood  of  the  Discipleship  staff, 
are  the  same  needs  of  most  small  UM 
churches.  The  UMC’s  average  church 
has  only  around  240  members, 
presenting  a  tough  challenge  to  the 
developing  of  effective  programs.  The 
Native  American  churches  have  an 
average  membership  that  is  even 
smaller  —  about  75  members. 

Becky  Thompson,  a  diaconal  ministry 
candidate  from  Tulsa,  Okla.,  expressed 
concern  about  the  effort  to  have  Native 
Americans  center  on  a  limited  number  of 
priorities:  “I  hope  we  are  not  all  treated 
as  ‘Indians’  as  though  we  are  all  alike. 
We  all  have  different  needs,  and  we  need 
to  begin  addressing  them.” 


Participants  broke  down  into  regional 
groups  several  times  to  list  their  specific 
needs  in  each  major  category  chosen  by 
the  larger  group. 

Native  Americans  here  came  from 
dozens  of  tribes  from  Alaska,  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  the  Southwest,  Oklahoma, 
the  Northern  Great  Plains,  Michigan, 
New  York,  North  Carolina  and  Florida. 
Most  tribes  have  their  own  language 
and  culture. 

Several  Indians  pointed  out  that  white 
people  have  difficulty  understanding  that 
one  tribe  of  Native  Americans  is  as 
different  from  another  as  Belgians  are 
from  the  Dutch  and  French  are  from 
Germans. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  much 
recognition  here  that  the  tribes  need  the 
support  of  each  other.  A  national  news¬ 
letter  for  Native  American  churches  was 
announced.  And  several  persons  called 
for  some  sort  of  system  that  would 
circumvent  the  usual  annual  conference 
appointment  method  which  would  make 
it  easier  for  Indian  ministers  to  move 
from  one  Native  American  church  to 
another  across  the  nation. 

At  the  end,  many  representatives 
expressed  concern  that  they  might  be 
talking  in  the  wind.  “We’ve  had  people 
from  the  general  church  promise  things 
before  and  never  deliver,”  said  the  Rev. 
Callen  Burris  of  Pawnee,  Okla.  A  staff 
person  privately  confirmed  that  UMC 
agencies  are  guilty  of  some  unfulfilled 
promises. 

Ms.  Turner-Lacy  and  Ms.  Eslinger 
gave  repeated  assurances  that  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  will  make  specific 
responses  to  the  requests. 


Cuban/Haitian  refugees  still  languish 


BY  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  proposed  transfer 
of  600  Haitians  from  Florida  to  Fort  Allen, 
Puerto  Rico,  opposed  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  general  boards  of  Church  and  Society 
and  Global  Ministries,  was  stopped  this 
month  by  a  federal  court  order. 

But  the  moving  of  Cuban  inmates  in  nine 
federal  prisons  to  one  near  Atlanta  continues 
on  schedule. 

“No  one  knows  what  the  future  holds” 
for  these  Haitians  near  Miami  who  have 
fled  their  country,  according  to  Lilia 
Fernandez,  refugee  officer  with  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
here. 

Meanwhile,  the  Cuban  inmates  are 
getting  better  treatment  than  the  Cuban 
refugees  awaiting  sponsorship  and 
resettlement  out  of  Fort  Chaffee,  Ark. 

Ms.  Fernandez  said  this  difference  in 
services  may  be  discussed  at  a  Church 
World  Service  meeting  on  refugee 
matters  later  this  month. 

The  Cuban  inmates  will  have  all  the 


services  normally  provided  inmates  in 
the  federal  prison  system,  according  to 
Mike  Aun  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Prisons. 
These  include  educational  services  from 
adult  basic  education  to  college  level 
courses,  job  training  and  “social 
education,”  which  he  said  prepares 
inmates  to  live  within  society. 

A  textile  factory  at  the  federal  prison 
opens  this  week,  he  said,  to  provide  the 
prisoners  with  jobs  and  a  way  to  earn 
money. 

But  the  only  classes  available  to  the 
more  than  5,700  refugees  remaining  at 
Fort  Chaffee  are  English -as-a-second 
language  and  some  training  in  how  to 
adapt  to  life  in  this  country,  according  to 
Charlie  Hughes,  public  affairs 
spokesman  at  the  Arkansas  camp. 

While  a  gift  shop  is  open  for  the  public 
to  buy  craft  items  made  by  the  refugees, 
no  job  skills  training  is  available  for  the 
Cubans,  most  of  whom  are  single, 
between  20  and  40-years-old  with  a  fifth 
grade  education  and  no  job  skills. 


Arthur  Brill,  spokesman  for  the  U.S. 
government’s  Cuban/Haitian  Refugee 
Task  Force  told  TM/UMR  that  U.S. 
Dist.  Judge  Juan  R.  Torruella’s 
permanent  injunction  blocking  the  move 
will  be  appealed. 

Ms.  Fernandez  said  the  refugee 
situation  is  “fluid”  and  requires  constant 
monitoring  to  see  what  happens.  She  said 
the  future  of  the  incarcerated  Cubans  is 
equally  uncertain. 

Of  the  nearly  1,700  Cubans  moving  to 
the  Georgia  federal  prison,  more  than 
1,000  have  had  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  exclusion 
hearings.  According  to  Vern  Gervis  of 
that  service,  all  but  about  35  have  been 
denied  formal  entrance  into  the  U.S. 

Ms.  Fernandez  said  she  expects 
nothing  to  come  of  the  U.S.-Cuba 
negotiations  unless  “the  United  States  is 
willing  to  make  some  concessions.  ” 

According  to  Mr.  Brill,  “We’ll  haVe  to 
keep  them  incarcerated  until  Cuba  will 
take  them  back.’ 


Alternative  to  inaugural  drinking  party  planned 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  A  former 
member  of  President-elect  Reagan’s 
cabinet  when  he  was  governor  of 
California  is  planning  an  alternative  to 
what  he  sees  as  the  “drinking  parties” 
inaugural  balls  have  become. 

“There’s  room  for  more  tradition  if  it 
includes  God,”  said  Dr.  James  E.  John¬ 
son,  mastermind  of  a  “Religious  In¬ 
augural  Celebration  .  .  .  With  Love,”  to 
take  place  here  Jan.  19-20. 

The  balls  will  be  “the  first  massive 
prayer  services  in  the  nation’s  history  to 
become  an  unofficial  part  of  the 
president’s  inauguration,”  a  spokesman 
for  Dr.  Johnson  said. 

Dr.  Johnson’s  group  expects  church 
leaders  and  rabbis  who  will  offer  prayers 
during  the  service  along  with  some  20 
entertainers,  such  as  Pat  Boone,  John 
Hall,  the  Blackwood  Brothers  and  the 
Imperials.  They  will  entertain  between 
8,000  and  10,000  paid  guests,  most  at  a  $10 
fee. 


The  event  has  not  been  without  contro¬ 
versy,  however,  with  the  first  complaint 
coming  from  the  White  House  after  some 
40,000  invitations  to  be  ball  were  mailed 
this  fall  with  a  seal  “identical  to  Carter’s 
but  for  the  title,  ( ‘Presidential  Inaugura¬ 
tion  With  Love’)  and  a  cross  and  star  of 
David  in  the  seal,”  an  attorney  from  the 
official  presidential  inaugural  commit¬ 
tee  said. 

The  first  invitations  announced  a 
“planned  visit  by  the  vice  president  and 


presidentelect.” 

After  being  cleared  of  a  grand  jury  in¬ 
vestigation  for  possible  mail  fraud  over 
the  invitations,  Dr.  Johnson  promised  to 
include  a  disclaimer  in  all  future 
invitations  indicating  it  was  unknown 
whether  Mr.  Bush  or  Mr.  Reagan  would 
attend. 

Since  visits  by  the  president  and  vice 
president  are  scheduled  by  the  inaugural 
committee  alone,  “we  thought  people 
might  be  misled,”  its  attorney  said  of  Dr. 
Johnson’s  invitations. 


TWO  GREAT  TOURS  —  1981 

PACIFIC  CIRCLE:  July  Dep: 
Japan,  Korea,  H.  Kong,  Thailand, 
Singapore,  Australia,  N.  Zealand.  21 
days. 

CHINA:  Sept.  Dep:  H.K.,  Canton, 
Naftning,  Kwelin,  Changsha,  Sian, 
Peking.  Exp.  Tour  Leader.  Write 
Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  641  Pomona  Ave., 
Coronado,  CA  92118  (714)  435-8747 


NEW  TAX  RULING 
HITS  CLERGY  HARD 

A  recent  ruling  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  now  forbids  cler¬ 
gy  to  use  Schedule  C  when  filing 
their  income  tax  returns.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this  decision  could  cost  a 
clergyperson  $100  or  more  in 
extra  taxes. 

HOWEVER  .  .  . 

...  we  believe  we  have  found 
a  perfectly  legal  way,  consistent 
with  the  new  IRS  ruling,  for  UM 
Clergy  to  retain  most  of  the  same 
tax  benefits  they  had  previously. 
We  offer  this  to  you  on  a  no-risk 
basis. 

For  more  information  on  this 
novel  method  of  filing  your  tax 
return,  send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  long  envelope  to: 

Kodiak  Enterprises 

P.  O.  Box  6196 

Big  Bear  Lake,  CA  92315 


c  JINK  NEH/TON 

cavci... 

Blending  the  realities  of  life  with  the 
Gospel  of  love. 

From  concert  to  workshop  to  worship  — 
invite  the  Songweaver  to  lead  a  celebra¬ 
tion  for  YOUR  gathering. 

Further  information,  rates  and 
references  available: 

SONGWEAVER  ENTERPRISES 

P.O.  Box  355,  Bedford,  TX  76021,  (817)268-0020 
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Design  ’ 81 

3  Deluxe 
Tour  Options 
To  The  Pacific 

and  the 

World  Methodist 
Conference 

♦HONOLULU  —  July  20-28 


Mrs.  Leighton  Farrell 


♦CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  QUEST  —  July  20-30 

outer  Hawaiian  Islands  Tour 

♦ORIENTAL  ODYSSEY  —  July  4-20 

Japan  —  Hong  Kong,  Bangkok-Singapore 


Travel  with  MRS.  LEIGHTON  FARRELL 
and 

OTHER  UNITED  METHODIST  TRAVELERS 


For  information  contact: 


Mrs,  Leighton  Farrell 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
3300  Mockingbird.  Dallas,  Texas  75205 
(214)521-3111  Ext.  257 
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World  Service  asking  paid 
in  full  for  second  year 


Convocation  of  Boards 

Thursday,  Jan. 22 

2:00  p.m. ...  Bd  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  /Cabinet 
7:00  p.m. .  .  .  Bd.  of  the  Ordained  Ministry 
Cabinet  —  Area  Offices 
Friday,  Jan.  23 

9:00  a.m. .  .  .  Executive  Committee,  Bd.  of  Discipleship 
10:30a.m..  .  .  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry 
12:00  noon ...  La.  United  Methodist  Foundation 
2:00  p.m. .  .  .  Task  Force  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
3:00  p.m. .  .  .  Bd  of  Pensions 
Bd.  of  Discipleship 
Commission  on  Archives  &  History 
6:00p.m..  .  .  Evening  Meal  and  Business  Session 
7:00  p.m. .  .  .  Bd.  of  Discipleship 
Bd.  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry 
Bd.  of  Pensions 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 
Saturday,  Jan.  24 
8:00  a.m. .  .  .  Bd.  of  Discipleship 
Bd.  of  Pensions 

Commission  on  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry 
10:00a.m..  .  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board 
Committee  on  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee  on  Church  Extension 
1:00p.m..  .  .  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


(^.  ft  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 

LOUISIANA 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop 
Byrl  Moreland,  Editor 
P.O.  Drawer  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 
Phone:  (504)  927-7820 

Official  publication  of  the  United  Method ist 
Church  in  Louisiana  Conference. 


“Another  excellent  year,’’  was  the 
comment  of  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  as  he  prepared  to  sign 
the  final  check  to  the  general  church  for 
the  1980  conference  askings. 

This  is  the  second  year  the  World 
Service  apportionment  has  been  paid  in 
full.  Last  year,  at  this  time,  the  con¬ 
ference  was  celebrating  having  accom¬ 
plished  the  100%  goal  for  the  first  time  in 
a  number  of  years.  “The  fact  that  we 
have  done  it  again  says  something  about 
the  loyalty  of  United  Methodist  people  in 
Louisiana  and  their  response  to  the 
church  and  its  program,”  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  said. 

The  Episcopal  Fund,  General  Adminis¬ 
tration  Fund,  Temporary  General  Aid, 
and  Mass  Communications  were  also 
paid  in  full.  Missional  Priorities,  the 
Black  College  Fund,  and  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  were  not  paid  in  full,  but 
a  larger  percentage  was  paid  than  last 
year.  All  told,  95%  of  the  total  conference 
asking  has  been  paid  this  year. 

“While  at  this  point  there  has  not  been 
enough  time  to  balance  all  accounts  and 
arrive  at  a  final  total,”  Dr.  Caraway 
said,  “It  appears  that  we  have  done  very 
well.”  The  Jurisdictional  Administration 
asking  was  paid  last  month. 

Conference  items,  such  as  the  District 
Superintendent’s  Fund,  the  Pension 
Fund,  Equitable  Salaries,  and 
Conference  Administration,  have  done 
very  well. 

Centenary  College  and  the  Wesley 
Foundations  will  receive  more  than  in 
the  past  and,  with  the  money  still  coming 
in,  the  Good  Samaritan  offering  has  been 
well  received  by  local  churches. 

A  more  accurate  accounting  will  be 
published  as  soon  as  Dr.  Caraway  has 
time  to  get  the  end-of-the-year  report 
completed. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


Bolivian  comes  to 

‘land  of  free’  . Page  4 

Zimbabwe  on  the  right  track  ....  Page  4 
‘Church  Growth' 

misunderstood  . Page  2 


Members  of  the  Sweetlake  and  Fairview  churches  gave  a  surprise 
dinner  party  for  their  pastor,  Finas  Corie,  and  his  wife,  Lois.  The  occasion 
was  a  celebration  of  their  42nd  anniversary.  Mr.  J.  B.  Jones,  Jr.,  who  sent  us 
the  picture,  said,  “there  was  an  overflowing  crowd.  This  reflects  the 
tremendous  love  which  folks  in  this  area  have  for  their  pastor  and  his  wife, 
and  is  a  tribute  to  the  wonderful  ministry  they  have  brought  to  our  area.” 


The  Jonesboro  UMC  is  conducting  a 
Stewardship  Responsibility  program, 
with  the  immediate  goal  of  $150,000  in 
gifts  and  pledges  over  a  3-year  period, 
toward  financing  a  planned  $452,310 
renovation  and  new  construction 
program.  Director  of  the  program  is 
the  Rev.  Harris  C.  Jones,  a  Field 
Director  in  steardship  evangelism  for 
the  Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Members  of 
the  committee,  in  addition  to  Randy 
Ewing,  the  chairperson,  and  Rev.  J. 
Vernon  Fairley,  pastor,  are  Joe  Bums, 
Bobby  Salter,  Joe  Key.  Sam  Ledbetter, 
Vicki  Stewart,  Raymond  Jeffress, 
Mary  Bess  Salter,  Bob  Garrett,  Tim 
Wyatt,  Anne  Ledbetter,  David  Sims, 
Cecille  Anderson,  and  J.  D.  Dumas. 


1980  was  a  memorable  year  for  the 
Henning  Memorial  UMC  in  Sulphur. 
Approaching  its  100th  anniversary,  the 
church  purchased  a  new  parsonage, 
shown  at  bottom  right,  and  remodeled 
the  “old"  one  as  a  Youth  Activity 
Center,  top  right.  Mrs.  William  J. 
Wallace,  shown  above,  was  employed 
as  Director  of  Children  and  Youth 
Ministries,  with  offices  in  the  Youth 
Center.  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond,  pastor, 
reports  that  there  was  a  net  gain  in 
membership  of  49  persons,  and  that  the 
operating  budget  of  the  church  is  just 
under  $200,000. 


The  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  First  UMC,  Arcadia,  placed  a 
Memorial  Tree  on  the  church  lawn  during  the  Christmas  season.  Bulbs  were 
lighted  as  memorials  or  honorariums  by  many  people  in  the  church.  The  tree 
was  significant  also  in  that  the  bulbs  were  red,  white,  and  blue,  in  honor  of 
the  hostages  in  Iran.  Pictured  by  the  tree  are,  1.  to  r.:  Billy  Moore,  Jane 
Cathey,  Jennifer  Anders,  Youth  Director,  Michi  Head,  who  spearheaded  the 
project,  Claire  Callender,  and  Martha  Coppage.  Standing  are:  Kim 
Harrison,  Susan  Callender,  and  Kelle  Watson. 


LUM subscriptions  due 

It  s  that  time  again 


Reports 

checked 
at  audit 

For  the  past  ten  years,  January  has 
been  a  time  when  Conference  reports 
from  all  local  churches  are  audited  by  a 
team  representing  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Inasmuch  as  several  columns  in  the 
report  affect  the  “decimal”  (which  is  the 
method  for  keeping  apportionments 
equitable),  it  is  important  that  each 
entry  be  as  accurate  as  possible. 

The  audit  was  started  because  there 
was  a  number  of  sizeable  mistakes,  when 
a  secretary  accidentally  added  figures 
incorrectly.  In  one  instance,  according  to 
a  member  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  the  mistake  was  $10,000. 
This  error  in  addition  would  have  caused 
that  church  to  pay  a  much  larger  share  of 
conference  asking  than  it  should  have 
received. 

According  to  the  CFA  representative, 
the  only  way  an  adjustment  could  be 
made  was  by  taking  the  additional 
money  from  conference  reserves. 

In  order  to  correct  this,  ministers  were 
required  to  bring  their  reports,  along 
with  itemized  statements  about  the 
columns  that  affect  the  decimalj-Uo. 
special  district  meetings’  so  that  they 
could  be  checked. 

In  discussing  the  audit  sessions,  Dr.  J. 
W.  Hearn,  president  of  CFA,  said  that 
most  errors  that  are  found  usually  help 
the  church.  The  point  of  the  audit, 
according  to  Dr.  Hearn,  is  to  help  the 
church  by  finding  those  errors  that  would 
cause  it  to  have  to  pay  more  than  its 
share.  Very  few  errors  are  discovered 
where  someone  seemed  to  be 
intentionally  trying  to  avoid  their  share. 
Most  of  the  reports  are  put  together  with 
diligent  and  conscientious  effort.  But 
mistakes  do  occur,  and,  most  frequently, 
they  work  against  the  church  that  is 
trying  to  be  conscientious. 

The  “decimal"  is  a  balance  between 
membership  and  financial  strength.  The 
members  of  the  local  church  in 
comparison  to  the  total  conference 
membership;  and  the  percentage  of  the 
church’s  financial  strength.  The  items 
which  measure  the  financial  strength  are 
those  which  every  church  has  in  some 
proportion;  insurance,  utilities,  salaries, 
administrative  program,  and  the  like. 
Other  items  have  been  placed  in  a 
column  where  the  decimal  will  not  affect 
them. 

“The  whole  point,”  Hearn  said,  “is  to 
have  a  system  that  causes  each  church  to 
pay  its  fair  share,  so  that  each  is  asked  to 
raise  an  amount  in  direct  proportion  to 


It  is  time  to  renew  subscriptions  to  the 
paper.  In  fact,  the  subscription 
campaign  will  begin  this  Sunday  and  last 
through  the  week. 

Even  though  costs  have  risen 
substantially,  the  subscription  price  will 
remain  the  same.  During  the  past 
several  years,  the  cost  of  newsprint  and 
photographic  supplies  have  increased 
steadily.  At  the  same  time,  the  price  of 
second-class  postage  has  increased  a 
great  deal.  This  means  that  the 
conference  will  be  paying  a  bit  more  for 
the  paper,  but  we  believe  that  we  can 
hold  the  subscription  price  the  same  for 
one  more  year. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  is 
received  each  week  by  16,683  persons. 
This  includes  14  local  church  editions. 
These  churches  publish  a  one-page,  local 
church  news  edition  in  conjunction  with 
the  conference  page  and  the  UNITED 
METHODIST  REPORTER. 

The  Reporter  has  a  nation-wide 
circulation  of  512,533.  It  goes  to  42  other 
conferences  like  Louisiana  and  to  297 
local  churches  other  than  the  ones  in 
Louisiana.  Its  coverage  of  general 


its  membership  and  its  financial 
strength.” 

The  decimal  system  which  is  used  in 
Louisiana  was  first  proposed  by  Rev. 


church  events;  its  efforts  to  “feel  the 
pulse”  of  “grass-roots”  church  persons; 
its  sensitivity  to  the  urgent  problems  of 
contemporary  society;  and  its  effort  to 
serve  as  a  forum  for  United  Methodists 
through  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
column  —  all  have  caused  it  to  become 
one  of  the  most  influential  and  effective 
church  papers  in  the  denomination. 

The  conference  news  portion  of  the 
paper  is  an  effort  to  share  events  and 
programs  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  keeping  readers 
in  touch  with  the  local  church  event. 

Every  local  church  will  be  taking 
subscriptions  next  week.  The  52  issues 
cost  only  $4.00.  But  there  are  several 
other  options.  Many  local  churches  have 
an  “all-family"  plan.  Every  family  in  the 
church  receives  the  paper,  and  the  cost  is 
$3.00.  Another  option  is  for  churches  that 
reach  150%  of  their  quota.  These 
churches  may  send  subscriptions  for 
$3.50.  But  whatever  option  is  used,  the 
paper  does  perform  a  vital  function  in 
keeping  the  people  called  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  informed. 


Fred  St.  Amant.  It  has  been  found  to  be 
one  of  the  fairest  and  most  equitable 
systems  of  dividing  conference  askings 
so  that  everyone  pays  their  share. 


The  Ground  Breaking  for  a  new  Sanctuary  for  Luling  UMC  took  place  a 
few  weeks  ago.  Shown  above,  1.  to  r.  are  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  Rev.  Larry 
Maddin,  and  Joe  Kelly  (Aurora  UMC),  when  the  plans  were  being 
considered  by  the  District  Board  of  Church  Locations  and  Buildings.  The 
building  is  now  under  construction.  Mr.  Bill  Nolan  is  Chairperson  of  the 
building  committee.  We  are  told  that  Mr.  Jack  Hurst  provided  helium-filled 
balloons  at  the  ground  breaking  service,  and  that  “added  a  festive  and 
celebrative  air  to  the  occasion.  ” 


PAGE  2 


The  Box  Score 


Results  of  the  “Question  Box”  survey  published  in  TM/UMR’s 
December  11, 1980  issue,  723  total  responses. 

Two  different  attitudes  toward  the  “church  growth  movement”  were 
expressed  in  articles  on  the  editorial  page.  Both  articles  focused  particular 
attention  on  the  principle  that  “homogeneity”  among  a  congregation's 
members  tends  to  stimulate  growth.  In  light  of  United  Methodism’s 
membership  decline  during  the  past  decade,  there  also  exists  the  underlying 
question  of  whether  membership  growth  is  a  proper  measure  of  a 
congregation’s  health  and  quality  of  ministry.  These  issues  were  also  addressed 
in  a  TM/UMR  editorial  on  the  same  page.  Readers  were  asked  to  respond  to 
these  issues  via  the  following  questions : 

1.  Do  you  believe  that  if  a  congregation’s  ministry  possesses  vitality,  its 
membership  in  most  cases  will  increase? 

a.  88.3%  Yes 

b.  5.7%  No 

c.  6.0%  Uncertain 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  growth  in  membership  is  a  legitimate  goal  which  a 
congregation  should  seek  intentionally  to  achieve? 

a.  78.5%  Yes 

b.  16.0%  No 

c.  5.5%  Uncertain 

3.  Do  you  believe  the  principle  of  homogeneity  (people  are  attracted  to 
churches  made  up  of  similar  rather  than  different  types  of  people)  as  a  tool  to 
promote  church  growth  is : 

a.  36.1%  Illegitimate;  it  violates  the  breaking  down  of  barriers  between 
people,  which  is  an  integral  intention  of  the  Christian  gospel. 

b.  58.0%  Legitimate;  it  recognizes  the  natural  tendencies  of  people  in 
associating  with  others,  but  does  not  necessarily  lead  to  exclusiveness  or 
hostility  toward  persons  who  are  different. 

c.  5.9%  Uncertain 

4.  Which  of  the  following  statements  most  nearly  expresses  your  view 
regarding  numerical  growth  in  church  membership? 

a.  21.1%  Quantitative  growth  is  less  important  than  qualitative  growth  in 
faith,  and  the  church’s  primary  emphasis  should  be  on  the  latter. 

b.  44.6%  Quantitative  growth  will  usually  correspond  with  a  congregation’s 
qualitative  growth  in  faith,  and  both  should  be  emphasized. 

c.  29.7%  The  church  should  emphasize  evangelism  as  a  mandate  of  the 
Christian  faith;  numerical  membership  growth,  or  decline,  provides  evidence 
of  the  church’s  faithfulness  in  fulfilling  this  mandate. 

d.  4.6%  There  is  value  in  a  church’s  membership  growing  regardless  of  the 
reasons  for  that  growth;  it  is  better  for  people  to  join  a  church  for  reasons  other 
than  to  express  their  faith  than  not  to  join  at  all. 

Respondents:  31.5%  Laymen  36.2%  Laywomen  32.3%  Ministers 

Age  group  of  respondents :  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over 

16.1%  29.9%  31.0%  23.0% 
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Readers  belie  ve  church  with  vitality  will  grow 
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Montana  court  ruling  encouraging 


Some  persons  have  expressed  concern 
that  the  proposed  out-of-court  settlement 
of  the  suits  related  to  Pacific  Homes  in 
California  will  leave  unresolved  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  as  a  whole,  can  be 
sued  and  held  liable  for  the  actions  of  a 
particular  church-related  entity  (see 
TM/UMR,  Dec.  19  and  26).  They  have 
expressed  the  fear  that  the  absence  of  a 
definitive  ruling  might  serve  to 
encourage  the  filing  of  similar  suits 
against  the  church  elsewhere. 

The  late-December  ruling  of  a 
Montana  court  concerning  a  similar  suit 
should  help  to  allay  those  fears.  Montana 
District  Judge  Peter  G.  Meloy  dismissed 
the  UMC  as  a  whole  from  a  suit  involving 
the  Yellowstone  Annual  Conference  and 
the  Bozeman  Deaconess  Foundation  (see 
TM/UMR,  Jan.  9). 

Judge  Meloy ’s  ruling  stated:  “The 
‘United  Methodist  Church’  is  a  spiritual 
connection  of  millions  of  individual 
persons  and  thousands  of  representative 
church  units  which  are  collectively 
incapable  of  being  sued.”  The  judge 
added  that  he  “was  convinced  that  to 
subject  (the  denomination)  to 
jurisdiction  would  violate  the 
‘establishment’  clause  of  the  Montana 
Constitution  and  the  First  Amendment” 
to  the  United  States  Constitution. 

Judge  Meloy’s  ruling  upholds  the 
contention  of  attorneys  representing  the 
interests  of  United  Methodism  in  the 
Montana  case.  In  the  words  of  one 
attorney,  the  basic  question  settled  by 
the  ruling  is  “the  church  is  what  it  says  it 
is”  and  that  the  court  “won’t  be  deciding 
for  Methodism  what  Methodism  is  all 
about.”  The  same  basic  contention  was 
made,  without  final  judicial  result,  in  the 
Pacific  Homes  cases. 

Judge  Meloy’s  ruling  cannot  be 
regarded  as  “definitive”  since  there  are 
numerous  higher  courts  than  his  at  the 


state  and  federal  levels.  It  does  establish 
an  encouraging  legal  precedent, 
however,  for  those  who  hate  to  see  the 
church  distracted  from  its  primary 
purpose  by  having  to  engage  in  legal  self- 
defense. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Readers  responding  to  TM/UMR’s 
most  recent  “Question  Box”  survey  have 
overwhelmingly  expressed  the  belief 
(88.3%)  that  membership  growth  will 
usually  result  if  a  congregation’s 
ministry  possesses  vitality  (see  “Box 
Score”  elsewhere  on  this  page. ) 

A  similar,  though  smaller,  majority 
(78.5%)  of  those  responding  affirmed 
numerical  growth  as  “a  legitimate  goal 
which  a  congregation  should  seek  inten¬ 
tionally  to  achieve.” 

The  number  of  lay  persons  responding 
to  this  survey  was  substantially  smaller 
than  most  previous  “Question  Box” 
surveys  —  which  would  suggest  that  the 
issues  raised  by  the  “church  growth 
movement"  are  not  a  high  priority 
among  the  laity  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  number  of  ordained 
ministers  responding  to  this  survey  was, 
however,  fairly  typical,  which  resulted  in 
clergy  responses  comprising  a  far 
greater-than-usual  percentage  of  the 
total  response.  The  combined  total  of 
only  723  responses  is  among  the  smallest 
since  TM/UMR  began  publishing  such 
surveys  a  decade  ago. 

The  average  age  of  lay  persons 
responding  was  substantially  greater 
than  in  most  previous  surveys.  Nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  lay  respondents  were 
over  50  years  of  age.  More  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  clergy  respondents  were 
under  50.  These  facts  would  suggest 
either  that  the  average  age  of 
TM/UMR’s  lay  readership  is  increasing, 
or  that  issues  related  to  “church  growth” 
are  of  more  interest  to  older  lay  readers 
than  younger  lay  readers.  Further, 
persons  with  the  greatest  interest  in 
these  issues  appear  to  be  ordained 
ministers  now  actively  engaged  in  parish 
ministry. 

‘Homogeneity  principle’ 
evokes  disagreement 

The  survey  question  concerning  the 
“principle  of  homogeneity”  (people  are 
attracted  to  churches  made  up  of  similar 
rather  than  different  types  of  people) 
predictably  elicited  the  most  heated  dis¬ 
agreement  among  respondents.  Of  the 
total  response,  58%  consider  it  legitimate 
to  use  this  principle  as  “a  tool  to  promote 
church  growth,”  while  36.1%  consider 


i,such  a  practice  illegitimate. 

Among  lay  women,  only  48.7% 
consider  it  legitimate  compared  to  44.6% 
who  consider  it  illegitimate.  The  clergy 
respondents  were  the  most  affirmative  of 
the  “principle  of  homogeneity,”  (by  65% 
to  28.9%),  with  the  lay  men  registering 
views  closer  to  those  of  the  clergy  than  to 
the  lay  women. 

One  puzzling  question 

In  analyzing  the  results  of  this  survey, 
one  puzzling  question  arose  in  the  mind 
of  this  editor /analyst.  In  light  of  the  vast 
majority  of  respondents  who  believe  that 
a  vital  ministry  will  produce  numerical 
growth  in  most  cases  as  a  by-product, 
why  does  the  UMC’s  membership 
continue  to  decline  rather  than  increase? 
The  answer  probably  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  “Question  Box”  is  not  a  scientific 
survey  and  those  sufficiently  motivated 
to  respond  to  it  do  not  represent  an 
accurate  portrait  of  United  Methodism’s 
total  lay  and  clergy  membership. 

Several  readers  pointed  out  wording 
defects  in  the  survey.  Many  readers 
qualified  their  answer  to  the  first  ques¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  whether  the  words  “a 
congregation’s  ministry  possesses 
vitality”  referred  only  to  the  ordained 
ministers  or  to  the  entire  congregation. 
Our  intention  was  the  latter,  broader 
meaning,  and  we  regret  any  confusion 
that  may  have  arisen  from  our  assump¬ 
tion  that  most  United  Methodists  would 
now  identify  “ministry”  as  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  whole  congregation  and  not 
just  of  the  clergy. 

Several  respondents  chided  us  for 
“asking  the  wrong  questions.”  Most  who 
expressed  this  view  indicated  that  the 
church’s  concern  should  be  intentionally 
focused  only  on  proclaiming  the  gospel 
with  no  specific  attention  given  to  institu¬ 
tional  growth.  However,  most  who  ex¬ 
pressed  this  view  indicated  that  they 
believe  faithful  proclamation  will  almost 
always  result  in  numerical  growth. 

Following  are  representative  reader- 
comments  regarding  the  questions  posed 
in  our  survey: 

Will  vital  ministry  in  church 
usually  create  member  growth? 

•  A  Versailles,  Ky.  pastor:  “Yes, 
people  are  inevitably  drawn  to  a  vital 


congregation.  Life  attracts  life. 

•  A  Santa  Ana,  Calif,  minister:  “There 
is  no  way  a  church  does  not  grow  if  we 
are  doing  our  job.” 

•  A  Comanche,  Tex.  laywoman:  “If  the 
vitality  is  spiritual,  yes!  If  it  is  just  ‘busy- 
busy’  surface  vitality,  no.” 

•  A  laywoman  in  Maryland:  “Yes, 
strong  leadership,  guidance  and 
direction  from  the  pastor  are  essential.  I 
know  because  our  pastor  lacks  these 
qualities  and  we  are  going  downhill.” 

•  A  Rainsville,  Ala.  laywoman:  “Yes, 
but  it  depends  on  the  focus  of  that  vitality. 
Is  it  pointed  inward  or  outward?  I  have 
seen  some  churches  with  vitality  pointed 
inward  which  have  become  self-centered 
and  ingrown.” 

•  An  Evans,  Colo,  layman:  “Yes,  but  it  , 
depends  on  the  political  climate. 
Bonhoeffer’s  confessing  church  in  Nazi 
Germany  possessed  vitality,  but  it  did 
not  attract  many  members.” 

•  A  Washington,  D.C.  laywoman:  “No, 
because  vitality  may  involve  social 
action  which  is  not,  unfortunately, 
always  popular.” 

Is  membership  growth  a  valid 
goal  for  a  congregation  to  seek? 

•  A  Santa  Fe,  Tenn.  layman:  “Yes, 
we  either  grow  or  regress.  There  is  no 
standing  still  in  the  church.  To  grow  is  to 
remain  alive;  to  regress  is  eventually  to 
die.” 

•  A  Spokane,  Wash,  layman:  “Yes, 
importance  was  given  to  numbers  in 
Luke’s  account  in  Acts;  I  think  it’s 
legitimate.” 

•  An  Atlanta,  Ga.  minister:  “Yes,  but 
only  to  build  the  Kingdom ;  not  to  impress 
the  world.” 

•  A  North  Texas  minister:  “Yes,  but 
not  as  the  narrow  single-minded  obses¬ 
sion  of  growth  for  growth’s  sake  that 
some  of  the  ‘church  growth  people’ 
advocate.” 

•  An  Ardmore,  Okla.  layman:  “Yes, 
but  only  as  a  secondary  goal.” 

•  A  Bella  Vista,  Ark.  minister:  “Yes, 
but  not  at  the  expense  of  compromising 
the  gospel.” 

•  A  Tulsa,  Okla.  layman:  “Yes,  but  not 
at  the  cost  of  degenerating  into  the  funda¬ 
mentalism  of  earlier  times.  In  this  day  of 
uncertainty,  many  are  seeking  simple 
escapes  and  are  easy  victims  of  empire- 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  certainly  do  feel  that  you  have  done  a 
great  service  in  spotlighting  the  “Church 
Growth  Movement,”  and  controversy 
over  the  “Homogenous  Unit  Principle” 
(see  TM/UMR,  Dec.  12). 

George  Hunter’s  comparison  of  it  with 
Methodism’s  “Christian  perfection”  and 
Calvinism’s  “double  predestination”  is 
right  on  the  mark!  For  it  certainly  is 
subject  to  misinterpretation  by  people 
who  haven’t  done  their  homework  —  as 
appears  to  be  the  case  with  Vernon 
Schmid.  I  appreciate  his  concern  for 
ethics,  and  clearly,  the  “homogeneous 
unit  principle"  is  open  to  abuse  if  it 
merely  becomes  an  excuse  for 
“ecclesiastical  apartheid.”  But  that  is  not 
its  intent.  In  fact,  a  proper  understanding 
and  application  of  this  principle  would 
make  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  anything  but 
“chortling  with  glee,”  as  Mr.  Schmid 
implies.  For  it  goes  beyond  the  worn  out 
“melting  pot’’  myth  and  its 
“assimilationist  racism”  (in  Christian 
terms,  unity  in  Christ  means  becoming 
like  us)  to  an  affirmation  of  the  dignity  of 
all  cultures. 

With  the  great  potential  for  ethnic 
minority  growth  we  have  in  America,  we 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  need  to 
learn  from  the  Church  Growth 

Movement.  _,.  „  , 

Tim  Boyle 

Santa  Maria,  California 

Homogeneity  should  not  be 
the  focus  of  our  dialogue 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  TM/UMR’s  taking  time 
to  explore  “Church  Growth  Evangelism” 
principles  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  12).  I  am 
personally  acquainted  with  both  authors 
who  represent  the  conflicting  views 
expressed,  having  attended  seminary 
with  Vernon  Schmid  and  studied  at 
Church  Growth  workshops  led  by  George 
Hunter.  Both  men  have  the  highest  of 
theological  integrity. 

However,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  see  the 
focus  of  their  dialogue  which  centers  on 
the  issue  of  “homogeneous  units"  as 
defined  within  the  “Church  Growth” 
movement.  Since  receiving  certification 
as  a  Church  Growth  Consultant,  I  have 
led  10  local  “Church  Growth  Work¬ 
shops.”  I  have  learned  from  these 
experiences  that  homogeneous  units  are 
secondary  to  other,  more  critical 
evangelistic  problems.  Hearing  from  the 
lay  participants  of  these  workshops,  I 
must  conclude  that  United  Methodism  as 
a  denomination,  is  in  serious  trouble  with 
two  areas  : 

(1)  Many  pastors  either  don’t  love  their 
people,  or  are  unable  to  communicate 
pastoral  love  in  a  meaningful  way. 
Consequently,  pastors  likewise  have 
difficulty  in  communicating  their 
passion  for  the  gospel’s  love  in  ways  that 
stir  persons  to  share  that  love  with  others. 

(2)  Many  lay  folks,  due  in  part  to  this 
poor  leadership,  and  in  part  to  the 
pervading  defeatism  of  our  day,  have 
NOTHING  within  their  local  church 
which  excites  them. 

These  issues  know  no  particular 
theological  allegiance  but  weigh  heavy  in 
United  Methodists  of  every  orientation. 

If  persons  are  to  do  effective  evangel¬ 
ism  at  the  local  church  level,  then  they 
must  become  passionate  about  at  least 
one  part  of  their  community  of  faith.  We 
must  light  the  fires  of  faith  and  its 
possibilities  for  the  liberation  of  all 


persons.  If  you  are  excited,  then  you 
can’t  wait  to  share.  There  is  no  fulfill¬ 
ment  in  an  invitation  to  a  “lukewarm” 
group.  Until  these  issues  are  resolved, 
the  discussion  on  “homogeneous  units’’- 
should  take  a  back  seat. 

John  Flowers 
Austin,  Texas 

Motivation  is  the  problem 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  the  two  articles  on 
church  growth  principles  in  the  Dec.  12 
issue:  let’s  deal  with  the  realities  which 
confront  us  as  we  seek  to  be  faithful  to 
the  gospel.  Most  local  churches  exist  in 
settings  such  that  they  minister  to 
“homogeneous”  neighborhoods.  (Yet 
how  great  a  mix  of  theologies, 
discipleships,  personal  life  situations,- 
exists  in  even  the  most  homogeneous 
parish!)  The  parish  will  receive 
members  primarily  from  that 
geographic  area.  That  is  a  reality.  A 
faithful  church  will  seek  to  relate  to  as 
many  persons  as  possible  within  its 
“sphere  of  influence.”  It  will  not  restrict 
its  concern  to  an  age  group,  an  economic 
group,  or  an  ethnic  group. 

Our  problem  is  not  so  much  in  whether 
we  adopt  or  oppose  the  “principles  of 
homogeneity”;  it  is  rather  in  our 
motivation  toward  sharing  the  Good 
News  and  the  Good  Life.  Frankly,  I  see 
too  many  pastors  and  too  many  lay 
persons  who  could  care  less  whether 
their  church  grew  or  not.  That’s  the 
sickness  in  our  midst,  and  I  consider  it  a 
crisis  of  faithfulness. 

Robert  S.  Fehlman 
San  Diego,  California 

Service  should  motivate  us 

To  the  Editor: 

Frankly,  I  just  don't  believe  that 
numerical  growth  should  be  a  goal  of 
church  programs.  However,  growth 
ought  to  come  (depending  on  the 
community,  of  course)  when  a 
congregation  is  being  faithful  to  its 
calling  to  witness  to  the  Christian  faith. 

I  have  never  intentionally  sought  nu¬ 
merical  church  growth,  but  somehow  it 
has  always  come,  even  in  the  downtown 
church  I  now  serve,  which  had  not  seen  an 
increase  for  10  years,  and  had  been  on  a 
decline.  This  keeps  saying  to  me  that 
faithfulness  to  the  gospel  and  a  ministry 
of  faithful  outreach  results  in  persons 
wanting  to  join.  This  is  how  it  should  be. 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Murrsyville,  Pennsylvania 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  450  member 
families  of  the  Murrysville  UMC  in 
Murrysville,  Pennsylvania  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  300  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  the 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Murrysville,  we 
say  “welcome  .”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


The  “Church  Growth  Movement”  puts 
the  emphasis  in  the  wrong  place,  I 
believe.  Furthermore,  we  ought  to  be 
willing  to  serve  people  whether  they  are 
ever  going  to  join  us  or  not.  That  should 
not  be  the  motivation  for  our  service. 
Besides,  people  know  if  we  are  only 
after  their  bodies  to  add  to  our  rolls. 

Oden  Haynes 
Norwalk,  Ohio 

We  must  not  lose  sight 
of  the  overall  picture 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  articles  by  George  Hunter  and 
Vernon  Lee  Schmid  in  the  Dec.  12  issue 
on  the  Church  Growth  Movement  were 
timely.  However,  I  would  like  to  take  issue 
with  both.  Dr.  Hunter  is  right  in  saying 
that  the  Church  Growth  Movement  is  here 
to  stay.  However,  he  missed  the  “Achilles 
heel”  by  centering  on  “homogeneous 
units.”  Mr.  Schmid  also  missed  the  point 
by  focusing  on  the  same  principle. 

The  real  “Achilles  heel”  comes  when 
some  church  growth  advocates  seek  to 
make  the  Great  Commission  to  “Go  and 
make  disciples”  the  overriding 
command  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others.  When  this  is  coupled  with 
the  “homogeneous  principle,”  we  may 
get  our  priorities  mixed  up. 

The  “homogeneous  principle”  can  be 
applied  to  help  build  an  inclusive  church 
by  the  multiplication  of  units/groups,  so 
that  more  people  may  find  fellowship  and 
be  assimilated  into  a  local  church.  It 
helps  a  pastor  understand  why  certain 
groups  are  coming  in  the  front  door  and 
going  out  the  back  door  to  inactivity  or 
another  church.  It  is  a  sociological 
principle  which  cuts  along  racial  lines.  It 
speaks  to  style  of  worship  services,  age 
groupings,  interest,  etc. 

Like  so  many  other  things,  church 
growth  is  good  or  bad  by  how  it  is  used.  Its 
principles  are  good  church  management 
principles.  Yet  there  are  times  when  we 
must  stand  up  on  an  issue  and  lose  mem¬ 
bership,  if  necessary,  to  be  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ.  This  will  seldom  happen  if 
we  are  fulfilling  our  whole  mission. 

The  real  problem  of  our  church  is  that 
we  have  too  often  lost  sight  of  the  overall 
picture.  The  church  has  centered  on 
maintaining  itself,  on  social  issues, 
worship,  mission,  church  extension,  or 
evangelism,  and  lacked  dedication  and 
strategy  for  other  areas  as  well. 

Congratulations  go  to  George  Hunter, 
Ray  Sells,  Bill  Ellington  and  others  on 
the  UMC’s  National  Evangelism  Section, 
that  our  National  Schools  of  Evangelism 
have  stressed  all  these  areas.  Church 
growth  principles  provide  an  overall 
strategy  with  an  eye  on  the  w'hole 
picture.  Every  pastor  and  layman  needs 
to  become  acquainted  with  church 
growth  literature.  It  can  help  us  grow  an 
inclusive  and  dynamic  church. 

William  E.  Polk,  Jr. 

Baltimore,  Maryland 
Author  misrepresented 
To  the  Editor: 

I  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  Vernon 
Lee  Schmid  has  read  more  of  Peter 
Wagner’s  book,  “Our  Kind  of  People” 
than  perhaps  the  publicity  blurb  on  the 
back  cover,  so  completely  does  he 
misrepresent  Dr.  Wagner's  views  in  his 
^  article  in  the  Dec.  12  issue. 

•  Certainly  Dr.  Wagner  does  not  need  my 
feeble  defenses  for  his  scholarship.  He  is 
jiuite  capable  of  defending  himself.  I  do 


think,  however,  that  Mr.  Schmid  would  do 
well  to  understand  the  thrust  of  an  argu¬ 
ment  before  he  presumes  to  criticize  it. 
Robert  Plaisted 
Old  Orchard  Beach,  Maine 
Faithfulness  first  concern 
To  the  Editor: 

It  is  a  subtle  and  tension-fraught  busi¬ 
ness,  being  “in  but  not  of”  the  world.  We 
yearn  to  show  we  are  “regular  guys,” 
that  Christianity  —  or  at  least  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  can  “make  it.”  But  I 
fear  that  if  we  go  so  far  as  to  proclaim 
only  that  portion  of  the  gospel  which  is 
determined  by  poll  to  be  acceptable  to  the 
larger  society,  we  may  gain  the  world  and 
lose  our  soul  all  in  the  same  campaign. 

Our  first  concern  as  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  to  be  faithful  to  our  Lord.  Jesus 
himself  spelled  out  the  cost  of  discipleship 
in  plain  terms,  thereby  losing  much  of  the 
crowd.  In  some  settings  our  similar  pro¬ 
clamation  will  result  in  numerical 
growth;  in  some  it  won’t. 

If  the  church  does  not  proclaim  boldly 
the  vision  of  the  Kingdon  of  God  —  and 
begin  to  live  toward  their  vision  —  who 
will?  Rebecca  Abts 

Hampstead,  Maryland 
‘Amen’  to  editorial 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  Dec.  12  headlined 
“Church  growth;  not  an  end  but  a  result 
of  obedience  to  the  gospel,”  appears  to  be 
a  valid  analysis  and,  to  me,  is  a 
wonderful  expression  of  a  Christian 
perspective  on  the  subject.  I  want  to  say 
“Amen.” 

Fred  A.  Brock 
Tyler,  Texas 


building  evangelists 

•  A  Peoria,  Ill.  laywoman:  “Yes,  but  it 
depends  on  how  and  for  what  reasons  a 
congregation  seeks  to  grow  —  not  simply 
to  add  names  to  the  membership  rolls,  I 
hope.” 

•  A  Missouri  laywoman:  “No,  we  must 
intentionally  seek  to  bring  people  into  a 
personal  relationship  with  Jesus,  not  just 
into  the  church’s  membership.” 

•  A  Western  Pennsylvania  minister: 
“No,  being  faithful  —  whether  the  church 
grows  numerically  or  not  —  should  be  the 
intentional  part.” 

Is  the  ‘principle  of  homogeneity’ 
a  legitimate  tool  for  growth? 

•  A  White  River,  S.D.  laywoman:  “Yes, 

I  live  in  a  community  where  two  dis¬ 
tinctly  different  cultures  exist.  I  have 
learned  to  accept  and  respect  the  dif¬ 
ferences.  Others  are  uncomfortable  in 
my  church,  and  I  would  be  in  theirs.  Why 
not  worship  in  our  own  ways,  and  accept 
each  other  as  different  families  accept 
each  other,  thanking  God  that  all  people 
are  not  exactly  alike.” 

•  A  Northern  California  minister: 
“Homogeneity  is  legitimate  so  long  as  all 
types  of  people  are  welcomed  and  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

•  A  North  Texas  minister: 
“Homogeneity  is  needed  to  attract  new 
people  into  the  fellowship.  Christian 
maturity  leads  beyond  homogeneity.” 

•  A  Central  Texas  minister:  “If  the 
goal  of  homogeneity  is  the  preservation 
of  exclusiveness,  it  is  illegitimate.  If  the 
goal  is  people,  it  is  legitimate;  then 
exposure  to  the  inclusive  nature  of  the 
gospel  becomes  an  opportunity.” 

•  A  San  Diego,  Calif,  laywoman:  “If 
homogeneity  is  not  legitimate,  then  our 
present  ethnic  church  priority  becomes 
wrong,  and  some  of  our  overseas 
missionary  policies  need  to  be  changed.” 

•  A  Sacramento,  Calif,  layman: 
“Homogeneity  creates  an  ‘us  group’ 
which  easily  may  become  ‘versus  them,’ 
and  thereby  divides  humanity.” 

•  A  Noxon,  Mont,  laywoman: 
“Homogeneity  is  a  natural  tendency 
which  should  be  recognized  and 
accepted,  but  not  exploited.” 

•  An  Alamogordo,  N.M.  laywoman: 
“Since  when  is  it  the  function  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  to  pander  to  ‘natural 
tendencies’?” 

•  A  Jacksonville,  Fla.  laywoman: 
“Our  only  ‘tool’  should  be  the  saving 
power  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

What  is  the  most  appropriate 
attitude  about  numerical  growth? 

•  A  Houston,  Tex.  layman:  “I  cannot 
conceive  a  genuine  qualitative  emphasis 
on  faith  that  would  fail  to  attract  and  hold 
more  people.  A  self-centered  exclusive¬ 
ness  is  not  ‘qualitative’  in. my  opinion,” 

•  A  Sacramento,  Calj(r. layman:  ‘.with 
80  million  unchurched  people  in  the  U.S., 
we  need  to  be  doing  something  to  get 
them  into  the  church  to  hear  the  Good 
News  and  become  Christian  disciples.” 

•  A  Roswell,  N.M.  lay  couple:  “We 
really  rebel  at  church  growth  being  a 
numbers  game.  Church  growth  is  im¬ 
portant.  Every  church  needs  to  work 
hard  at  it.  But  the  real  task  is  evangel¬ 
izing  —  inside  and  outside  our  member¬ 
ship  —  with  church  growth  coming  as  it 
willas  a  result  of  that  evangelizing.” 

•  A  Cattaraugus,  N  Y.  laywoman:  “I 
believe  emphasis  on  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  natural  outreach  of  that  faith 
makes  a  church  grow.” 

•  A  Newark,  Del.  minister:  “Both 
quantitative  and  qualitative  growth  are 
mandated,  but  one  does  not  inevitably 
produce  the  other.” 

•  A  Youngstown,  Ariz.  minister: 
“Emphasis  on  quality’  is  sometimes 
used  as  an  excuse  to  rationalize  decline 
in  membership.” 

•  A  Kearney,  Missouri  minister:  “At 
one  time  the  church  perhaps  went  too  far 
in  seeing  membership  growth  as  unim¬ 
portant.  The  pendulum  may  now  be 
swinging  too  far  in  the  other  direction. 
The  greatest  danger  of  an  overemphasis 
on  church  growth  is  presenting  a 
watered-down  faith  that  reinforces 
rather  than  challenges  our  values  and 
lifestyles.” 


‘‘Now  the  Lord  is  the  Spirit,  and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is, 
there  is  freedom.”  2  Cor.  3:17 


-JDare  to. 

&Sesponol 

HUMAN  RELATIONS 
DAY-MARCH  1,1981 

Conveying  a  message  of  love  and  freedom  for 
all  people,  United  Methodists,  by  their 
Human  Relations  Day  gifts,  dare  to 
respond  through  three  special 
programs:  UNITED  METHODIST 
VOLUNTARY  SERVICES  -  personnel 
who  work  with  community  organi 
zations  on  behalf  of  the  church. 

COMMUNITY  DEVELOPERS  who 
relate  local  congregations  to 
neighborhood  needs.  POLICE- 
COMMUNITY  RELATIONS  - 
liaison  persons  who  span  the 
gap  between  citizens  and  law 
enforcement  officers. 

Dare  to  respond... 

Live  in  Christ! 


human 

relations 

!U!!!day 


ORDER  HUMAN  RELATIONS  0AY  MATERIALS  TODAY  FROM 
United  Methodist  Communications,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston.  IL  60201 
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United  Methodist  Church  won  trust  to  play  special  role 

Healing  Iran-U.S.  wounds  next  step 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  have  a  great 
opportunity  to  lead  the  way  in  healing  the 
wounds  between  the  Iranian  and 
American  peoples,  UM  leaders  said  last 
weekend. 

“Our  church,  more  than  any  other,  was 
sensitive”  to  Iranian  concerns  during  the 
last  year  when  many  Americans  gave  in 
to  hatred,  said  the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams. 

“I  know  there  are  individuals  in  the 
Iranian  power  structure  who  do  trust  the 
United  Methodist  Church  —  and  other 
church  leadership,”  said  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White  of  the  New  Jersey  area. 

Mr.  Adams,  who  until  this  month  was 
with  the  general  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  and  Bishop  White  traveled  to 


Iran  and  had  numerous  chances  to  talk 
with  Iranian  leaders  while  leading 
denominational  efforts  to  aid  the 
hostages.  Both  spoke  last  weekend 
before  a  final  decision  on  the  release  of 
the  hostages  was  announced. 

“I  have  a  feeling  of  gratification,  relief 
and  rejoicing  that  these  families  who 
have  suffered  so  deeply  (appear  to  be  on 
the  verge  of  being)  rejoined  and  that  the 
first  step  toward  reconciliation”  will 
have  come,  Bishop  White  said. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  feels  strongly  that 
Americans  should  suspend  judgment  on 
why  the  hostages  were  taken  until 
there  has  been  time  to  establish 
meaningful  communication  with 
Iranians.  “I  think  there  will  be 
opportunities  to  communicate.  There 


already  have  been  openings  to  religious 
leaders  in  our  country.” 

Some  people  may  not  understand  how 
much  influence  UMC  leaders  actually 
have  in  Iran,  a  nation  which  has  a 
religious  constitution  and  where 
religious  leaders  hold  the  power,  said  the 
Rev.  Jack  Bremer  of  the  Ecumenical 
Christian  Ministries  at  Kansas 
University. 

The  UM  minister  works  closely  with 
Iranian  students  throughout  the  Midwest 
and  went  to  Iran  last  year  on  a  friendship 
mission. 

“The  Iranian  students  here  have  a 
first-hand  knowledge  of  freedom  and 
kindness  of  people  in  this  country  and 
will  make  good  ambassadors,”  he  said. 

“I  learned  a  few  days  ago  from  the 


Blind  musician  helps  entertain  elderly 


BARRINGTON,  R.I.  —  Grace  Grout's  fingers  move 
confidently  across  the  many  buttons  on  her  cassette  deck 
player-recorder  as  she  compiles  a  tape  of  music  and  old  radio 
shows  for  the  enjoyment  of  elderly  residents  of  the  East  Bay 
area.  The  tapes  are  available  on  loan  from  Self  Help,  Inc., 
where  she  has  worked  since  1979. 

Ms.  Grout  has  been  blind  since  birth,  but  that  has  not 


hindered  her  in  putting  her  love  of  music  to  work  for  herself 
and  a  lot  of  other  people. 

An  active  member  of  the  Barrington,  R.I.,  UMC,  she 
devotes  three  nights  a  week  to  singing  in  area  choirs  —  one  of 
which  is  her  church  choir.  A  soprano,  she  has  given  several 
concerts  to  participants  in  the  Self  Help  meals  for  elderly 
progra  ms .  southern  new  England  reporter  photo 


students  here  that  they’d  been  contacted 
by  some  of  the  students  in  Iran  who  had 
been  in  charge  of  the  hostages,”  Mr. 
Bremer  said.  “The  students  in  Iran  said 
they  had  requested  that  U.S.  clergy  be 
involved  in  the  transfer  of  the  hostages 
because  of  their  trustworthiness. 

“I  think  back  to  General  Conference” 
when  a  delegation  visited  the  Iranian 
ambassador  to  the  United  Nations, 
Monsour  Farhang.  “He  told  us  that 
before  we  said  anything,  he  wanted  us  to 
know  that  he  understood  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  genuine  people 
interested  in  reconciliation  and  peace.” 

“It's  too  early  to  say  what  our  role  will 
be,”  Bishop  White  said  last  weekend.  “I 
believe  we’re  obligated  by  the  Gospel  to 
work  to  effect  reconciliation.  The  wounds 
are  very  deep  on  both  sides.” 

The  most  publicized  United  Methodist 
efforts  last  year  involved  mail  exchanges 
between  hostages  and  families  and  aid 
given  Iranian  student  demonstrators  in 
this  country  when  they  were  threatened 
by  angry  Americans. 


Church-goers  said  happier 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  People 
who  attend  church  most  often  are  the 
happiest,  a  survey  of  nearly  1,200 
residents  in  the  Minneapolis-St.  Paul 
metropolitan  area  has  found. 

The  comprehensive  survey, 
covering  all  areas  of  life  and  involving 
hour-long  interviews  by  staff 
members,  was  conducted  by  the 
Minneapolis  Star. 

Of  area  residents  who  attend  church 
every  week,  four  in  10  say  “taking  all 
things  together”  they  are  “very 
happy.”  Only  one  in  four  of  those 
attending  less  frequently  says  he/she 
is  “very  happy.” 

Similiarly,  those  who  attend 
religious  services  most  often  are  most 
likely  to  say  that  they  have  done 
“very  well”  in  what  they  had  hoped  to 
accomplish  in  their  lives  so  far. 

And  the  local  people  who  attend 
church  most  often  also  are  the  ones 
who  say  most  often  that  they  enjoy  life 
most  of  the  time. 

Those  who  attend  church  most  often 
also  seem  surest  that  there  is  a 
purpose  in  their  lives. 

There  is  also  a  correlation  between 
frequency  of  church  attendance  and 


attitudes  on  religious,  political  and 
moral  issues. 

For  example,  those  who  attend 
church  most  often  rate  themselves  as 
more  conservative  politically  than 
those  who  attend  seldom  or  never. 

As  you  might  expect,  those  who  go 
most  often  also  are  the  most 
convinced  that  there  is  life  after 
death,  that  prayer  helps  and  that  all 
events  in  the  Bible  actually  happened. 

Faithful  church-goers  also  are  the 
most  opposed  to  pre-marital  and 
extra-marital  sexual  relations  and  to 
homosexual  sex  and  are  the  most  in 
favor  of  stronger  laws  against  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  pornography. 

Those  who  attend  church  with  the 
least  frequency  are  most  in  favor  of 
abortions  on  demand  and  in  having 
the  state  pay  for  abortions  for  those 
who  cannot  afford  them.  They  also 
are  most  in  favor  of  permitting  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  lesbians  to  teach  in  public 
schools. 

The  Star  found  that  a  person’s  re¬ 
ligious  affiliation  makes  a  difference 
in  frequency  of  church  attendance 
and  in  attitudes  on  political,  moral 
and  religious  issues. 


Christians  fight  exploitation 


Appalachia:  part  of  Third  World 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BARBOURVILLE,  Ky.  -  United 
Methodists  working  here  sometimes 
describe  Appalachia  as  “America’s 
largest  slum,”  and  as  an  area  which 
shares  many  of  the  economic  and  social 
problems  of  Third  World  countries.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  to 
minister  to  these  needs  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

Participants  in  the  United  Methodist- 
sponsored  Appalachian  Assembly  IV 
touched  on  situations  in  the  region  which 
some  compared  with  those  in  the  Third 
World:  exploitation  of  natural  resources 
by  absentee  landowners,  a  lack  of  land 
availability  for  area  residents,  too  few 
jobs  and  too  little  tax  revenue  to  support 


Klan  watcher:  KKK  rolls  triple  in  two  years 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  While  estimates  of  Ku 
Klux  Klan  membership  are  as  low  as 
6,000  nationwide,  a  foremost  Klan 
watcher  told  TM/UMR  last  week  that  the 
total  has  tripled  during  the  last  24  months 
to  as  much  as  25,000. 

An  educated  guess  is  that  another 
100, 0Q0  people  are  hanging  near  the 
perimeter  —  “kind  of  like  ‘fellow 
travelers,’  ”  said  William  Gralnick, 
southeast  regional  director  for  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  here. 

“A  greater  concern  than  the 
resurgence  of  Klan  membership” 
suggests  another  long-time  Klan 
observer  is  “the  pathology  of  the  times 
that  has  given  new  rise  to  this  type  of 
activity.”  The  Rev.  Will  Campbell,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor  in  southern 
Tennessee  said,  “For  example,  I  know 
there  is  a  resurgence  of  racism. 

“Trying  to  blame  the  resurgence  of 
racism  on  the  Klan  is  a  classical  case  of 
scapegoating,”  Mr.  Campbell  told 
TM/UMR.  “Throwing  over  the  Klan 
would  not  throw  over  racism .  ’  ’ 

He  believes  the  Klan  doesn’t  so  much 
create  issues  as  it  takes  advantage  of 
situations.  Mr.  Campbell  said  the  Klan  is 
appealing  to  a  sizeable  group  —  a  white 
minority  —  that  feels  society  has  given 
them  a  bad  shake.  “The  Klan  appeals  to 
their  feelings— racist  or  otherwise,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Gralnick  has  a  somewhat  different 


perspective.  He  believes  the  Klan 
approaches  these  frustrated  people  and 
passes  itself  off  as  being  highly 
concerned  about  the  welfare  of  the  U.S. 
and  oppressed  whites.  Then,  Klan  leaders 
insist  all  the  nation’s  problems,  and 
particularly  those  of  whites,  are  the 
result  of  an  international  black,  commu¬ 
nist,  Jewish  conspiracy. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Hammit,  pastor  of  the 
Calvary  UMC  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  said  he 
believes  high  unemployment  in  his  area 
and  persons’  depressed  feelings  in  the 
face  of  a  declining  mining  industry  have 
fed  the  resurgence  of  the  KKK  there. 

“This  appears  to  be  a  prime  recruiting 
area,"  he  said. 

“The  frightening  thing  here  is  that  in 
the  '30s  the  Klan  was  here  but  apparently 
functioned  more  as  a  social  club.  As  a 
consequence,  many  people  have 
favorable  memories  of  the  Klan.” 

He  said  an  October  rally  near  Union- 
town  attracted  200  Klansmen  and  “50  or 
60  media  people.”  Mr.  Hammitt  said  he 
believes  the  Klan  in  Southwest  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  part  of  the  Invisible  Empire  led 
nationwide  by  Imperial  Wizard  Bill 
Wilkinson.  But  he  points  out  “there  is  de¬ 
finitely  local  leadership  here.” 

When  the  Rev.  John  Colatch,  pastor  of 
the  Dunbar,  Pa.,  UM  charge,  went  to  the 
local  newspaper  editor  to  appeal  to  him 
to  keep  coverage  of  the  fall  rally  near 
Uniontown  low-key,  he  was  reminded  by  the 
editor  that  “the  Klan  has  done  some  good." 


“The  scary  thing  is  that  many  church 
people  don’t  see  any  danger  in  the  Klan,” 
Mr.  Colatch  said. 

George  Bland  is  a  lay  member  of  the 
West  Virginia  circuit  whose  pastor  was 
removed  from  the  appointment  and 
forced  into  hiding  in  December  after  six 
months  of  harassment  and  death  threats 
(see  TM/UMR,  Jan.  16).  Mr.  Bland  said, 
“I  just  didn’t  know  the  KKK  was  here.  I 
guess  that’s  my  fault.  But,  I  don’t  think 
any  of  our  people  knew  this.” 

Mr.  Gralnick  said,  “They  can  show  up 
anywhere.  Anything  that  causes  stress  in 
a  community  —  unemployment,  racial 
problems,  inflation,  national  crises  —  is 
an  invitation  for  the  Klan.” 

Bishop  Wilbur  Choy  of  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference,  recently 
sent  a  letter  addressing  the  problem  of 
racial  violence  in  his  area  to  all 
congregations  in  the  conference. 
“Concomitant  with  the  violence  men¬ 
tioned  is  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
reports  of  KKK  (Ku  Klux  Klan) 
resurgence  and  activity  as  well  as  other 
hate  organizations,”  he  wrote. 

The  American  Jewish  Committee  has 
identified  KKK  activities  in  28  states 
across  the  nation  during  the  last  year. 
“Crosses  have  been  burned  in  Queens 
and  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  and  Southern 
California  has  become  a  very  active  Klan 
area."  Mr.  Gralnick  said. 

He  said  he  believes  the  latest  re¬ 


surgence  had  its  beginning  with  the 
racial  conflicts  in  Decatur,  Ala.,  about 
two  years  ago,  which  gave  the  Klan  a 
situation  to  exploit.  “It  seems  like  there 
have  been  situations  coming  up  since 
then  to  keep  them  going,”  he  said. 

The  Invisible  Empire,  under  Mr. 
Wilkinson’s  leadership  and  based  in 
Denham  Springs,  La.,  are  considered  by 
Mr.  Gralnick  —  and  most  Klan  watchers 
-r  as  the  dominant  force  of  the 
nationwide  Klan  movement.  “Others  are 
basically  shells  or  isolated  groups  within 
given  areas,”  he  said.  “That  is  one  thing 
we  have  as  an  advantage.  They  are 
divided  and  they  frequently  hate  each 
other.” 

He  said  the  Invisible  Empire  can 
probably  claim  about  one-half  of 
whatever  number  finally  is  identified 
with  the  Klan.  Estimates  of  that  group’s 
membership  range  from  2,500  to  12,000. 

“Of  all  those  who  would  be  national 
Klan  leaders  he  (Mr.  Wilkinson)  is  the 
most  violent  and  the  most  dangerous,” 
Mr.  Gralnick  said.  “He  is  a  top-notch 
organizer  and  planner.” 

He  said  it  would  be  a  real  mistake  to 
think  of  the  typical  Klansman  only  as  we 
have  in  the  past.  “We  thought  of  the 
Klansman  as  the  uneducated  poor 
white,”  he  said.  “But  that’s  no  longer 
entirely  true.  You  will  find  persons  with 
post-graduate  degrees  and  professional 
titles  giving  support  and  even  attending 
rallies." 


Spiritual  growth  enthusiasm  can  bring  friction 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

If  lay  people  in  a  local  church  get 
enthused  about  spiritual  growth,  but  the 
pastor  isn’t  involved,  divisive  friction 
frequently  results,  according  to  several 
United  Methodist  ministers. 

“The  laity  has  a  tendency  to  chase 
rabbits”  if  the  pastor  isn’t  serving  a  role 
in  their  spiritual  growth,  says  the  Rev. 
Robert  Wood  of  the  Upper  Room  in 
Nashville. 

The  “rabbits”  may  be  a  media 
personality  or  some  movement  outside 
their  own  church  which  offers  new 
answers  to  inner  searchings.  Or  the  lay 
people  may  be  inspired  by  an  in-church 
program  in  which  the  pastor  isn’t  involved. 

In  such  cases,  the  laity  may  feel  a 
mission  to  take  over  the  congregation.  Or 
the  pastors  may  become  hostile,  viewing 
the  new  lay  interest  in  spirituality  as  a 
threat  to  their  leadership. 

The  results  can  be  a  drying  up  of 
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membership  and  financial  leadership,  and 
apathy  in  the  local  church,  Mr.  Wood  says. 

The  Upper  Room  is  working  on  the 
problem,  as  are  a  few  annual 
conferences.  The  challenge,  they  feel,  is 
not  to  reduce  friction  but  to  better  equip 
pastors  to  assume  the  leadership  in 
nourishing  spiritual  growth  in  their 
congregations. 

Two  retreats  the  first  week  in 
February  by  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  are  illustrative  of  the 
approach  of  new  denominational  efforts. 
Approximately  150  pastors  will  gather 
for  three  days,  learning  tools  for  keeping 
their  own  inner  life  refreshed  while 
facing  their  many  administrative  tasks 
in  the  local  church. 

Perhaps  more  importantly,  they  will 
have  time  —  and  be  in  a  setting  that  will 
encourage  them  —  to  experience 
“spiritual  formation,”  says  the  Rev. 
James  D.  Stewart  of  Trinity  UMC  in 
Pomona,  Calif. 

"We  realized  that  we  can’t  really  help 
the  laity  unless  we  pastors  help 
ourselves,"  says  Mr.  Stewart  who  is  head 
of  his  conference’s  task  force  on  pastoral 
renewal.  The  conference  council  of 
ministries  last  year  identified  “spiritual 
formation”  as  its  No.  1  priority. 

What  is  spiritual  formation? 

It  is  forming  oneself  in  the  image  of 
Christ,  calling  on  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  appropriate  ways,  Mr.  Wood 
says.  In  the  Cursillo  retreats,  an  Upper 
Room  Spiritual  Growth  program  he 
leads  in  local  churches,  he  stresses  that 
spirituality  cannot  be  totally  inward; 
genuine  piety  must  include  action. 

What  appears  to  be  a  trend  of 
increased  interest  in  spiritual  growth  is 
not  a  movement  away  from  social  action, 
Mr.  Wood  emphasizes.  True  piety,  he 
says,  equips  Christians  for  much  more 
powerful  social  action  than  is  possible 


without  a  spiritual  base. 

Spiritual  growth  is  the  need  of  all 
Christians,  but  many  pastors  may  not 
know  how  to  help  the  laity  achieve  it,  Mr. 
Wood  says. 

The  Northern  New  Jersey  Annual 
Conference  is  one  that  is  aiding  its 
pastors  through  the  Upper  Room’s 
Living  Reminder  retreats.  The  Rev. 
% David  Follansbee,  conference  program 
director,  explains  that  eight  members 
from  each  of  several  local  churches  in  a 
district  are  invited  to  the  retreat.  The 
pastor  and  spouse  are  two  of  the  eight. 

“The  ministers  feel  so  grateful  that  for 
once  they  can  be  fed  and  not  be  concern¬ 
ed  about  leading  the  retreat,”  Mr.  Fol¬ 
lansbee  says.  Because  the  pastor,  spouse 
and  six  lay  people  have  experienced  a 
spiritual  retreat  as  equals,  the  pastor 


goes  back  to  the  local  church  with  a 
special  spiritual  support  group,  he  says. 

The  Upper  Room  last  week  in 
Nashville,  sponsored  what  its  leaders 
hope  will  be  the  first  annual  pastors’ 
conference  on  spiritual  formation.  Mr. 
Wood  says  the  Upper  Room  will  set  up 
such  retreats  for  districts. 


public  services. 

More  than  150  United  Methodists  who 
work  in  Appalachia  —  many  of  whom  are 
natives  —  gathered  here  last  week  to 
discuss  these  problems  and  the  church- 
related  programs  designed  to  lessen  them. 

“We  have  to  keep  taking  a  look  at  the 
state  of  the  economy,  and  the  people  who 
live  here."  Bishop  John  Warman  of  the 
Harrisburg  Area  said.  The  son  of  a  coal 
miner,  he  said  more  research  is  needed 
about  conditions  in  Appalachia. 

In  Appalachia,  as  in  Third  World 
countries,  absentee  corporate  ownership 
of  most  of  the  revenue-producing  activity 
is  one  of  the  basic  problems,  said  Dr.  Bill 
Horton  of  the  Highlander  Research  and 
Education  Center.  The  non-profit 
information  group  provided  a  “land  and 
home”  overview  for  the  meeting. 

Most  of  the  coal  mines  here  are  owned 
by  companies  located  elsewhere,  which 
means  that  revenue  produced  in 
Appalachia  leaves  the  area,  going 
instead  to  financial  centers  such  as  New 
York,  Dr.  Horton  said. 

Price  paid  by  people 
“These  corporations  don’t  seem  to 
have  shown  a  lot  of  responsibility  to  the 
local  communities,”  he  said. 

One  assembly  participant  put  it  even 
more  bluntly:  “Appalachia  functions  as 
a  Third  World  country  from  which  it  is 
okay  to  gather  resources,  regardless  of 
the  price  paid  by  the  people  who  live  here.” 

Part  of  the  “price  paid”  is  a  reduced 
tax  base  from  which  to  support  local 
services  such  as  education.  Several 
participants  also  pointed  to  under-as¬ 
sessed  property  values  and  mineral 
rights. 

Much  of  the  land  in  Appalachia  also  is 
owned  by  corporations  headquartered 
elsewhere. 

This  leads  to  another  major  problem 
which  has  to  do  with  shortage  of  land  for 
housing,  particularly  in  the  mining 
counties.  Dr.  Horton  told  TM/UMR. 

Companies  which  may  own  more  than 
half  of  the  land  in  some  of  the  counties 
are  reluctant  to  sell  any  of  it  for  non¬ 
mineral  related  use,  he  explained. 

When  land  can  be  obtained,  programs 
like  the  UM-related  Kentucky  Mountain 
Housing  Development  Corporation  are 
able  to  provide  housing  for  families  who 
have  minimal  earnings.  For  example,  a 
family  of  nine  with  an  annual  income  of 
$4,000  can  buy  a  new  three-bedroom 
house  for  $47  per  month.  The  program 
also  includes  repairing  existing  houses. 

A  chronic  shortage  of  jobs  is  another  of 
the  "global”  problems  described  by 
persons  related  to  Appalachia-based  pro¬ 
jects,  many  of  which  are  funded  through 
United  Methodist  channels  such  as  the 
National  Division  of  the  general  Board  of 
Global  Ministry  and  the  Advance  Special 
“second-mile  giving.” 


Dr.  James  Davis  of  the  National 
Division  said  the  church  needs  to  stand 
with  the  people  of  Appalachia  as  it  should 
with  other  parts  of  the  world  which  are 
economically  troubled  by  multi-national 
corporations. 

HEAD  (Human  Economic 
Appalachian  Development)  is  one  United 
Methodist  funded  group  whose  work  was 
described  at  the  assembly  which 
attempts  to  do  this. 

“HEAD  is  committed  to  fostering 
locally  owned  employment  and  economic 
opportunities,”  David  Hollingsworth, 
who  works  with  the  agency,  said.  “It’s  an 
economic  development  ministry  in  which 
we  organize  employment  and  com¬ 
munity  economic  opportunities  in 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia  and  Ohio.” 

As  an  example  of  what  HEAD  is  doing, 
it  secured  a  U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
grant  to  train  men  and  women  for 
housing  construction  jobs.  As  this 
program  developed,  the  group  learned 
how  little  land  was  available  on  which  to 
build  low-cost  housing. 

“In  Central  Appalachia,  no  matter  how 
one  tries  to  address  the  chronic  self- 
perpetuating  cycle  of  poverty  with 
economic  development,  there  is  one 
commpn  factor  that  hampers  progress. 
That  factor  is  the  lack  of,  and  access  to, 
land,"  explained  Edna  Lake,  an 
executive  assistant  for  HEAD  who  traces 
her  family’s  presence  in  Appalachia  to  a 
family  Bible  entry  dated  1790. 

Land  bank  organized 

In  search  of  a  solution,  HEAD  or¬ 
ganized  a  land  bank  designed  to  furnish 
short-term  loans  to  individuals  or  groups 
to  take  options  on  land  when  it  becomes 
available,  giving  them  additional  time  to 
seek  long-term  financing. 

The  institution,  LAND  (Land  for 
Appalachia’s  New  Development,  Inc.), 
hopes  to  provide  short-term  loans  to 
individuals  or  groups  which  will  make 
land  available  at  low  interest  for 
families  who  wish  to  build  their  own  homes. 

Another  goal  of  the  HEAD  program  is 
to  seek  legislation  which  would  change 
the  status  of  federally  held  forest  land  to 
government  land  trusts  for  100  low-  and 
moderate-income  families  of  the  region. 

In  almost  every  part  of  Appalachia  — 
which  includes  all  or  part  of  24  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  and  9,000 
organized  local  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  —  church  workers  offer 
education  programs.  These  supplement 
what  is  available  through  the  financially 
strapped  public  schools  in  the  region 
which  stretches  from  lower  New  York 
southeast  to  the  upper  edge  of  Mississippi. 

One  United  Methodist  program  which 
does  provide  education  is  the  Early 
Childhood  Development  program 
covering  a  four-county  area  within  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 


Agency  directors  back  person  nel  decisions 


CLARKSVILLE,  Ind.  (UMNS)  - 
United  Methodism’s  national  social 
action  agency  supported  here  Jan.  15  the 
process  which  led  to  the  year-end  term¬ 
ination  of  five  of  its  executives.  It  also 
launched  a  search  for  a  successor  to  its 
late  chief  executive. 

During  Christmas  week,  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society’s  top  staff  replaced 


People  in  the  news .  . 


Knighthood  for  Alan  Walker 

A  knighthood  has  been  conferred  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  on  the  Australian 
Director  of  World  Methodist 
Evangelism,  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker.  It 
is  only  the  second  time  in  Australia's 
history  that  a  Methodist,  now  a  Uniting 
Church,  minister  has  been  knighted. 

“I  don’t  want  people  to  call  me  Sir 
Alan,"  Dr.  Walker  said  of  the  New- 
Year’s  Day  honor  granted  in 
recognition  of  his  leadership  in  the 
church  and  community  in  Australia 
and  across  the  world. 

He  said  he  feared  a  knighthood 
“may  separate  me  from  the  people  I 
feel  closest  to  —  the  average 
Australians.”  But  he  accepted  it  be¬ 
lieving  it  will  “open  new  doors  for  the 
ministry  to  which  I  am  committed.” 

“I  prefer  still  to  be  known  by  the 
sufficient  title  of  Rev.  Alan  Walker." 


The  Rev.  Alan  Walker 


most  of  the  agency’s  second-level 
program  staff,  headquartered  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  Two  days  later,  Dr. 
George  H.  Outen,  general  secretary,  died 
of  a  heart  attack. 

The  abrupt  loss  of  leadership,  includ¬ 
ing  a  delay  of  several  months  in  the 
planned  arrival  of  two  of  three  new 
program  directors,  brought  numerous 
questions  about  the  board's  continuing 
work  and  about  the  dismissals  themselves. 

The  board’s  executive  committee, 
under  the  presidency  of  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  met  Jan.  15-16 
to  deal  with  these  issues.  After  several 
hours  of  review,  it  voted  to  reaffirm  the 
“fairness  and  validity  of  the  staffing 
process  (and)  the  action  of  the 
secretarial  council  (four  top  executives) 
in  implementing  this  process.” 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of  Little 
Rock  will  head  a  nine-member  com¬ 
mittee  to  seek  a  new  general  secretary, 
with  the  aim  of  selecting  one  by  June. 

The  search  cannot  begin  before  Feb. 
19-22,  when  the  full  board  will  vote  during 
its  semi-annual  meeting  here  on  the 
search  committee’s  criteria  for  filling 
the  vacancy. 

After  spending  three  hours  hearing 
from  the  secretarial  council  about  the  re¬ 
structure  and  personnel  selection 
process  and  one  hour  on  questions  raised 
by  letters  from  departed  staff  members, 
the  committee  also  voted  “deep 


appreciation  for  the  long  and  faithful 
service  of  those  staff  members  who  are 
not  continuing  and  (we)  look  forward  to 
opportunities  to  celebrate  that  con¬ 
tribution.”  This  recognition  is  scheduled 
for  the  February  meeting. 

Some  of  the  complaints  voiced  by  staff, 
particularly  by  Jessma  Blockwick,  who 
had  been  director  of  the  Population 
Department,  have  gone  to  the  general 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women.  The  agency  will  seek  further  in¬ 
formation  and  probably  consider  it  at  its 
meeting  Feb.  25-March  1. _ 


Classified 


FULL  TIME  YOUTH-ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR 
needed  at  once  Must  be  experienced  and  trained. 
Good  salary  and  working  conditions  Send  resume 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  577, 
Carthage.  TX  75633  or  phone  <214)  693-5227  or  693- 
3459. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  (full  time)  and 
PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  half  time)  Job 
descriptions  available.  Send  resumes  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  915  Second  Avenue,  Fairbanks, 
Alaska  99701.  before  February  1, 1981 


CHINA  ADVENTURE  AUGUST  1961  different 
than  any  other  trip  on  earth  exciting  new  enjoyable, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Allen  expenenced  Tour  Directors. 
Our  personalized  program  is  dedicated  in  making 
this  the  trip  of  your  life  time  Free  Brochure,  1015 
West  Cedar,  Redlands.  CA  92373  Phone  <714)  792- 
4637.  Over  Thirty  Years  Travel  Experience. 


WANTED:  Education  Director  at  Key  Memorial 

Methodist  Church  Emphasis  on  children  and  youth. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  901  East  Houston, 
Sherman,  TX  75090  1214)892-9162 


WANTED:  Director  of  Youth  and/or  Music  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  172,  Red  Bay,  AL 
35582  Work  hours  and  salary  negotiable  Write  or 
call  ( 205 )  3564663  or  3564654 
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Texas  conference  growth  persists 

Five  years  of  steady  increases  'no  accident ,  ’  bishop  says 


JANUARY  23, 1981 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON  -  The  United  Methodist 
annual  conference  that  led  all  others  in 
net  membership  gain  during  1979  has 
reported  an  even  greater  increase  for 
1980. 

The  Texas  Annual  Conference  reported 
last  week  that  it  had  gained  3,891 
members  at  the  end  of  1980  as  compared 
with  a  gain  of  3,598  during  1979. 

Although  conference  officials  acknow¬ 
ledge  much  of  their  growth  is  in  Houston, 
one  of  the  prime  population  growth  areas 

Middle  East 
petition  has 
UM  signers 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Four 
United  Methodist  bishops  were  among 
400  clergy  signatories  on  a  petition 
delivered  here  on  Jan.  7  calling  for  talks 
between  Israel  and  the  Palestinian 
Liberation  Organization  (PLO).  It  also 
asked  for  a  reduction  in  U.S.  aid  to  Israel 
‘‘until  she  recognizes  the  human  rights  of 
the  Palestinians.” 

Bishops  Jesse  DeWitt  of  Chicago  and 
D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  Washington,  as 
well  as  retired  Bishops  Edward  Carroll 
and  James  K.  Mathews,  were  among  the 
more  than  30  United  Methodists  who 
joined  clergy  from  the  Catholic  Church 
and  about  20  Protestant  denominations  in 
petitioning  for  talks  on  behalf  of 
Palestinian  human  rights. 

The  document  was  delivered  to  the 
Israeli  Embassy,  former  President 
Carter  and  President  Reagan.  It  appeals 
to  the  U.S.  government  to  facilitate  talks 
between  the  two  so  a  “mutual  accom¬ 
modation  between  Israeli  Jews  and 
Palestinian  Arabs  can  result  from 
negotiations  between  the  chosen  leader¬ 
ship  of  both  parties.” 

The  petition  cites  Israeli  human  rights 
violations  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza.  It 
alleges  torture,  collective  punishment, 
annexation  of  occupied  territory,  depor¬ 
tation,  destruction  of  property  and  the 
transfer  of  the  occupying  power’s  own 
population  into  the  occupied  territory. 

In  1975  the  U.S.  Congress  passed  an 
amendment  to  the  Foreign  Assistance 
Act  prohibiting  aid  “to  any  country 
which  engages  in  a  consistent  pattern  of 
gross  violations  of  internationally 
recognized  human  rights.”  Citing  this, 
the  petition  calls  upon  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  reduce  aid  to  Israel  until  she 
recognizes  the  human  rights  of  the 
Palestinian  people. 

The  document  was  issued  by  Search 
for  Justice  and  Equality  in  Palestine,  a 
Massachusetts-based  group. 


of  the  nation,  they  insist  the  growth  is  due 
also  to  an  intentional  strategy. 

“Church  growth  is  not  accidental," 
said  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  Houston  area  since  1976. 
“We  have  a  master  plan  and  motivation 
for  church  growth.  Responsibility  is 
assigned  at  every  level  of  the 
denomination,  from  the  local  church  to 
the  district  to  the  bishop.” 

The  Rev.  Ernest  C.  Phifer,  area  pro¬ 
vost,  pointed  out  that  the  conference  also 
includes  a  swath  of  East’ Texas  going 

Somalia  destination 


north  to  Texarkana.  “Nine  of  our  12 
districts  reported  net  gains  this  year,”  he 
said.  “It’s  not  just  growth  in  Houston.” 

Much  of  the  new  growth  is  attributed  to 
establishing  new  congregations  —  15  in 
the  last  four  years.  Twelve  of  these  are  in 
the  Houston  area.  One  new  congregation 
has  been  added  in  each  of  three  other 
areas  —  Longview,  in  northeast  Texas; 
College  Station,  midway  between  Dallas 
and  Houston;  and  near  Beaumont  in  the 
petro-chemical  belt  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

The  idea  of  congregational  growth  as 


Medical  teams  sought 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  first  team  of 
six  doctors  and  six  nurses  is  being 
recruited  for  short-term  service  in 
Somalian  refugee  camps  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

The  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  head  of 
UMCOR,  said  he  was  looking  for  general 
practitioners  and  registered  nurses  will¬ 
ing  to  give  a  minimum  of  three  months 
“and  hopefully  six  to  nine  months”  to 
treat  some  of  the  1.5  million  refugees  now 
crowded  into  26  camps  in  drought-rav¬ 
aged  Somalia. 

While  there  is  no  foreign  language  re¬ 
quirement,  Dr.  Haines  said  volunteers 
must  be  in  good  physical  condition.  “This 
is  no  health  resort,”  he  added. 

“This  is  the  largest  relief  operation  in 
the  world,”  the  UMCOR  official  noted, 
“displacing  Indochina  and  the  Afghan 
refugees  in  Pakistan. 

“Clearly  we  are  facing  long-term 
commitments  far  bigger  than  the  U.S. 
churches  can  handle  alone,”  he  stated. 
Therefore,  two  consortia  have  been 
formed.  The  North  American  group  is 


composed  of  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief  and  reconstruction  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  which 
UMCOR  is  a  part;  Catholic  Relief 
Services;  and  Lutheran  World  Relief. 
Protestant  churches  in  Western  Europe 
have  organized  a  second  consortium.  The 
two  work  together  in  the  field. 

Acting  on  suggestions  made  by  Dr. 
Duvon  Corbitt,  medical  secretary  for  two 
divisions  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  North  Americans 
will  concentrate  on  two  elements:  water 
resource  development  and  appropriate 
technology  for  agriculture,  and  medical 
services  in  the  camps.  There  TB  and 
malnutrition  are  acute. 

Even  after  a  medical  team  is 
recruited,  Dr.  Haines  stated,  the  job  is 
only  begun.  “We’ll  need  a  replacement 
team  in  180  days.” 

The  refugee  problem  stems  in  part 
from  drought  in  Ethiopia.  People  from 
its  eastern  sector  known  as  the  Ogaden 
have  fled  to  Somalia,  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  are  related  ethnically  and 
linguistically. 


Bolivian  comes  to  land  of  free’ 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Mortimer  Arias,  former  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia  who  was 
jailed  by  the  ruling  Bolivian  junta  for  37 
days  in  1980,  joined  the  faculty  of  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  (Calif.) 
on  Jan.  1.  He  and  his  wife  arrived  in 
California  on  Jan.  6  from  Brazil  after  he 
was  unable  to  exchange  his  tourist  visa 
for  a  permanent  residence  visa  there. 

Asked  during  a  telephone  interview 
with  United  Methodist  News  Service 
whether  he  might  not  have  found 
sanctuary  in  another  Latin  American 
country,  Dr.  Arias  replied:  “For  the 
moment  that  was  not  feasible .  .  .  Having 
a  Bolivian  passport  and  trying  to  apply 
for  a  visa  in  another  country  was 
difficult. 

“The  United  States  was  the  more  open 
door.  It  can  still  be  called  ‘the  land  of  the 


Special  Studies  for 
Lent-Easter  Season 


Two  excellent  new  studies  especially  for 
the  Lent-Easter  Season. 
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applied  here  is  simple,  says  the  Rev. 
Charles  Williams,  who  helped  develop 
the  growth  strategy.  “You  place 
churches  where  people  are  building  new 
homes. 

“We’ve  done  better  in  the  last  five 
years  than  in  the  previous  10,”  said  Dr. 
Williams,  who  is  now  East  Houston 
district  superintendent. 

The  conference  grew  from  230,275 
members  in  1965  to  242,753  at  the  end  of 
1975  —  a  net  increase  of  12,478.  In  the  five 
years  since  1975  the  net  increase  has 
been  16,231,  to  258,984  members,  or  a  6.67 
percent  increase. 

The  conference  has  also  helped  estab¬ 
lish  a  Korean  congregation,  two  Hispanic 
congregations,  and  is  helping  sponsor  an 
interfaith  Laotian  congregation. 

Black  United  Methodist  congregations, 
however,  are  not  growing  “by  leaps  and 
bounds,”  admits  the  bishop.  “But  their 
growth  is  solid.” 

One  church  that  has  doubled  its 
membership  in  the  past  two  years  is  a 
former  all-white  congregation  that  now 
has  a  black  pastor,  said  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field. 


Saints  lively  models 
for  ‘holy  living’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Just  as 
youngsters  need  a  Reggie  Jackson  to 
show  them,  by  example,  how  to  play 
great  baseball,  Christians  today  need 
role  models  in  religion  to  show  them 
how  to  live  a  “holy  life,”  says  author 
and  journalist  Elliot  Wright. 

“Heroes  and  heroines  of  religion 
are  those  who  became  great  in  under¬ 
standing  the  meaning  of  life,”  said 
Mr.  Wright,  author  of  “Holy 
Company:  Christian  Heroes  and 
Heroines”  (Macmillan,  $11.95. 

He  said  that  “Christian  saints, 
broadly  defined,  aren’t  what  we  would 
call  ‘perfect’  people.  Their  warts  are 
often  as  interesting  as  their  halos  — 
and  they  very  often  have  warts.” 

But  they  are  different  from  the 
everyday  stream  of  people  because  of 
their  outstanding  dedication  and 
obedience  to  God.  They  naturally  live 
a  “holy  life,”  and  by  their  example 
can  show  others  the  way  of  holiness, 
said  Mr.  Wright,  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  clergyman. 

He  defined  a  life  of  holiness  as 
“living  all  the  time  with  the 
consciousness  of  the  presence  of  God 
and  trying  to  mold  attitudes  and 


actions  in  the  patterns  of  Christ  and 
the  virtues  that  Christianity  teaches.” 

“For  some  people,”  he. said,  “the 
way  of  holiness  across  the  centuries 
has  taken  the  form  of  contemplative 
monastic  life,  and  still  does.  For 
others,  it  takes  the  form  of  visible 
action  in  the  world  in  their  work  for 
justice,  peace,  human  welfare.  Very 
often,  these  two  can  be  combined.” 

Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta  is  a  good 
living  example  of  some  of  the 
qualities  of  a  Christian  hero  or 
heroine,  Mr.  Wright  said.  “One  of  the 
qualities  is  that  persons  great  in  faith 
are  not  afraid  to  swim  against  the 
cultural  stream,  because  both  their 
goal  and  their  hope  comes  from  God.” 

“We  automatically  learn  by 
example,”  he  said.  “Young  people 
learn  what  it  means  to  be  a  church 
member  by  observing  and  learning 
from  adults.  By  the  same  token,  we 
can  learn  what  it  means  to  be  obedient 
to  God  by  studying  those  who  have 
been  obedient  to  God  and  looking  at 
them  as  real  people,  appreciate  their 
sense  of  humor  and  their  stubborness, 
and  at  times  their  irascible  dis¬ 
positions.” 


Beauty  queen  is  active  Christian 


free.’  It  has  a  temporary  visa  for  those 
doing  university  teaching  and  research.” 

Dr.  Arias  will  help  the  Claremont 
School  of  Theology  initiate  a  program  of 
outreach  and  training  for  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  congregations  and  ministers  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Before  leaving  Brazil  on  Jan.  5,  Dr. 
Arias  resigned  as  general  secretary  of 
the  Confederation  of  Methodist  Churches 
in  Latin  America  (CIEMAL)  and  as 
evangelism  secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Evangelical  Churches  in  Latin  American 
in  formation. 

He  told  UMNS  that  he  took  this  step  be¬ 
cause  he  was  not  allowed  to  go  back  to 
Bolivia  and  could  not  remain  in  Brazil, 
where  he  fled  after  his  release  from 
prison. 


FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  (RNS)  - 
The  Bible  talks  about  the  beauty  of 
holiness  and  the  high  school  kids  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Lauderdale  think  Donna  Reed’s  got  it. 

The  reigning  Orange  Bowl  queen  is 
their  Sunday  school  teacher. 

What  impresses  Janet  Yancey,  a  16- 
year-old  high  school  junior,  is  that  Donna 
“is  always  concerned  about  us.  She 
always  listens  to  you.  She’s  never  too 
busy  just  to  talk  to  you.”  » 

Even  the  boys  feel  that  way  about  the 
22-year-old  model.  “The  thing  I’ve 
learned  from  her  is  how  to  be  a  good 
friend,”  said  15-year-old  Scott  Gericke. 

“If  I  ever  had  a  problem,  she  would 
understand,”  he  said.  “She  would  be 
right  there  to  listen  to  it.  I  think  all  of  us 
in  there  (the  Sunday  school  class)  love 
her.” 

Ms.  Reed’s  looks  don’t  hurt,  the  kids 
agreed,  “but  I  don’t  think  her  beauty 
makes  any  difference  as  far  as  the  class 
goes,”  said  Scott.  “She’s  just  a  good 
teacher.” 

“We  take  her  seriously,”  noted  Janet. 
“We  talk  about  real  serious  things  and 
she  always  brings  in  the  Bible  and  what 
God  says  about  it.” 

Scott  observed  that  Ms.  Reed,  who  also 
is  a  substitute  school  teacher,  “is  never 
boring.  She  keeps  the  class  pretty  much 
alive  and  thinking.” 

She  keeps  the  30  class  members 
thinking  about  the  Bible  whether  it’s  by 
giving  them  verses  to  look  up  that  show 
that  the  birth  of  Christ  was  first 
mentioned  in  Genesis,  the  first  book  of 
the  Bible,  or  whether  they  are  discussing 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 


Donna  Reed 


nuclear  energy,  he  said. 

“If  she  gives  her  opinion,  she  asks  for 
ours,  also,”  said  Janet,  who  is  president 
of  the  church’s  youth  council.  “And  she 
always  reads  directly  from  the  Bible  and 
doesn’t  say,  ‘This  is  what  I  think  the 
Bible  says.’  ” 

Both  teenagers  think  Ms.  Reed  relates 
well  to  them  because  she  is  young  and 
“knows  what,  we  worry  about”  and  uses 
her  own  experiences  to  show  them  how 
God  works  His  will  in  their  lives. 

For  her  part,  Ms.  Reed  finds  that  the 
kids  “make  me  be  active.  I  go  to  the 
library  and  do  a  lot  of  research  because  it 
has  to  be  interesting  for  them  since  they 
don’t  have  to  be  there.  I’ve  got  to  hold 
their  attention.” 


She  also  attends  a  Wednesday  night 
Bible  study  class  “so  I’ll  get  to  know  the 
Bible  better.” 

She  graduated  summa  cum  laude  in 
three  years  from  the  University  of 
Florida,  and  “has  a  very  keen  mind  and 
asks  good  questions,”  said  the  Rev.  Tom 
Hamilton,  minister  of  education  at  the 
church  who  teaches  the  Bible  study  class 
for  young  adults. 

“She  has  a  very  strong  Christian  faith. 
She’s  a  very  articulate  person.  She’s 
very  humble.  She’s  just  a  beautiful  girl,” 
he  said. 

Ms.  Reed  didn’t  go  the  route  of  most 
beauty  queens. 

“In  high  school,  I  never  was  a  cheer 
leader  or  anything.  In  college,  I  was 
never  in  a  sorority  or  anything.  I  spent 
my  time  working  in  institutions, 
especially  those  for  the  mentally 
retarded,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Reed  went  along  with  the  beauty 
contest  —  her  first  —  because  she  figured 
it  would  help  her  modeling  career.  She 
always  wanted  to  be  a  model  and  a 
teacher. 

She  is  especially  glad  to  be  queen  for 
the  Orange  Bowl  because  “in  football  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  is  so 
strong.  The  guys  pray  before  gdmes, 
especially  if  the  coach  is  a  Christian.  The 
guys  need  somebody  they  can  look  up 
to.” 

And  the  FCA  co-sponsors  the  annual 
Orange  Bowl  Prayer  Breakfast  which  is 
attended  by  the  queen  and  her  court  as 
well  as  by  the  coaches  and  players  of  the 
visiting  teams. 


Zimbabwe  government  impresses  team 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  A  seven- 
member  team  of  United  Methodists  just 
returned  from  a  visit  with  Zimbabwe’s 
Prime  Minister  Robert  Mugabe  said  in  a 
joint  statement,  “It  is  clear  that  this  is  a 
people’s  government  concerned  for  the 
involvement  of  all  in  the  direction  of  the 
country.” 

The  delegation  from  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  also  met  with 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe,  and  with 
leaders  of  the  annual  conference  and  the 
ecumenical  community.  The  team  is  to 
make  recommendations  about  continuing 
relationships  between  the  U.S.  church,  Zim¬ 
babwe  UM  and  ecumenical  agencies. 

Seven  top  officials  of  the  Mugabe 
government  met  with  the  team. 

“We  were  repeatedly  impressed  with 
the  Zimbabwean  government  leaders’ 
statements  regarding  reconciliation  of 
all  the  people,  the  goals  of  reconstruction 
after  the  struggle  for  a  black-led 
government  and  the  gigantic  task  of 
rehabilitating  refugees  returning  to  the 
land,”  the  team  said  in  a  prepared 
statement  regarding  the  Jan.  5-9  visit. 

“It  is  evident  that  the  government 
embraces  African  socialism  while 
encouraging  private  enterprise,”  the 
group  said. 

The  World  Division  took  the  initiative 
in  requesting  an  audience  with 
government  leaders  to  listen  to  the  goals 
and  direction  in  the  country  and  to  ask 
about  the  role  of  the  church  in  rebuilding 
the  nation.  Prime  Minister  Mugabe  gave 
the  group  an  hour  and  a  half  of  his  time, 
as  did  the  country’s  president,  the  Rev. 
Canaan  Banana.  The  group  visited  with 
several  other  top  level  officials,  as  well 
as  with  Mrs.  Mugabe. 

After  talking  with  the  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  including  a 
meeting  with  the  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  Council,  the  BGM  group  concluded 
that  the  church  is  rebuilding  both  its  pro¬ 
gram  and  structures.  The  church’s  contri¬ 
bution  in  education  is  helping  the  new 
Zimbabwe  government  move  toward  one 
of  its  two  basic  goals  —  basic  education 
for  all  the  people.  The  other  basic  goal  is 
agricultural  development. 

Bishop  Clymer,  in  a  column  scheduled 
*to  appear  in  the  February  issue  of  the 
Hawkeye  United  Methodist,  the  Iowa 
conference  newspaper,  said:  “We  found 
the  government  to  be  cooperative  in 
every  respect  .  .  .  The  government  made 
it  quite  clear  that  it  was  encouraging  the 
,  private  schools  and  institutions  to 
continue  and  expand  their  work.  At  no 
point  did  we  sense  any  anti-church  bias. 

The  bishop  said  that  almost  without  ex- 
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ception  the  leaders  of  the  new  nation  are 
products  of  mission  schools  and  many 
spoke  openly  of  their  Christian  faith. 

Bishop  Clymer  reported  there  are 
indications  that  many  of  the  white 
settlers  who  fled  the  country  at  the  time 
of  the  revolution  are  beginning  to  come 
back.  He  said  land  redistribution  is  a 
necessity  and  the  government  has 
promised  to  pay  for  any  of  the  land  used 
for  this  purpose.  He  added,  “A  promise  is 
one  thing;  having  the  money  to  do  it  is 
another.” 

The  BGM  team  included  three  bishops 


and  four  board  staff  members:  Bishops 
Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  Chicago,  president  of 
the  board;  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  New  York, 
president  of  World  Division;  and  Wayne 
K.  Clymer  of  Des  Moines,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  Staffpersons  were:  Lois  Miller 
and  Isaac  Bivens,  World  Division; 
Randolph  Nugent,  National  Division; 
and  Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Division. 

Since  April  1980  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  had  an  appeal 
for  Zimbabwe  totaling  $800,000.  To  date 
less  than  $200,000  has  been  received. 


the  church  today 


British  church  leaders  protest 
South  Africa  arresting  teenager 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  The  British  Council 
of  Churches  (BCC)  has  lodged  a  protest 
with  South  African  authorities  over  the 
recent  arrest  of  the  15-year-old  son  of  the 
president-elect  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  South  Africa. 

The  boy,  Duma  Gqubule,  was  detained 
by  South  African  security  police  on  ar¬ 
riving  home  for  Christmas  vacation  from 
a  school  in  Switzerland. 

His  father,  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  Simon 
Gqubule,  principal  of  the  John  Wesley 
College  in  Pietermaritzburg,  was 
recently  elected  to  head  the  2.1  million- 
member  Methodist  Church. 

As  is  usual  in  such  actions,  the 
authorities  gave  no  reason  for  their 
arrest  of  the  boy. 

His  whereabouts  were  not  disclosed 
and  his  parents  were  refused  permission 
to  visit  him. 

In  a  telegram  of  protest  to  the  South 
African  Minister  of  Justice,  Kobie 
Coetsee,  the  BCC  said  it  was  “alarmed” 
at  the  arrest  of  young  Duma  Gqubule, 
and  “urgently  requested”  that  his 
parents  be  allowed  to  visit  him. 

UM  Building  object  of  abortion 
protest  march 

ASHTABULA,  Ohio  —  “Mainline 
Protestant  denominations  have 
contributed  significantly  to  the  erosion  of 
morality  and  family  life  in  America,” 
said  the  Rev.  Ken  Unger,  president  of 
Protestants  Protesting  Abortion  (PPA). 

His  group  marched  on  the  United 
Methodist  Building  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Jan.  22,  the  anniversary  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  1973  decision  legalizing  abortion- 
on-demand. 

Mr.  Unger,  a  United  Methodist  pastor, 
has  said  that  “not  only  are  mainline 


church  bureaucrats  actively  lobbying 
against  the  rights  of  the  unborn,  but 
denominational  monies  have  been  spent 
in  the  past  to  promote  blatantly  porno¬ 
graphic  “training  films,”  encourage  the 
support  of  homosexuality  as  a  valid 
alternative  lifestyle,  and  provide  for  the 
needs  of  communist  front  groups  in  the 
U.S.  and  Third  World. 

The  purpose  of  the  scheduled  march 
was  threefold :  to  protest  the  housing  of 
the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  in  the  United  Methodist  Building, 
to  draw  attention  to  the  political  lobbying 
efforts  of  many  mainline  church  bureau¬ 
crats,  and  to  encourage  people  to  educate 
themselves  about  the  ways  in  which 
church  benevolence  monies  are  used_. 
Revlon,  Volkswagen  leading 
sponsors  of  TV  sex,  profanity 

TUPELO,  Miss.  —  Revlon  is  the 
leading  sponsor  of  sex  on  television  while 
Volkswagen  is  the  leading  sponsor  of  pro¬ 
fanity  according  to  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Decency.  The  NFD  based  its  find¬ 
ings  on  a  12-week  monitoring1  program  of 
prime-time  television  during  the  fall  of 
1980.  The  monitoring  was  done  by  ap¬ 
proximately  800  trained  volunteers  in 
sixteen  states. 
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Ground -  breaking  for  Area 


In  earlier  planning,  it  was  announced 
that  the  new  Area  Offices  would  embody 
three  different  concepts:  1)  Louisiana 
history;  2)  Methodism;  and  3) 
Christianity. 

The  picture  of  the  finished  design  at  the 
left  shows  the  influence  of  Louisiana 
history.  The  Georgian  design  is  very 
much  a  part  of  the  culture  of  the  state. 
William  Hughes,  the  architect,  feels  that 
the  building  will  be  part  of  the 
architecture  and  design  of  buildings  on 
North  Blvd.  and  the  Old  Governor’s 
Mansion,  the  oak  trees,  and  the  rich 
Louisiana  heritage  of  the  area  will  be 
reflected  in  the  newest  building  there. 

The  reflection  of  Methodism  is  equally 
evident,  as  shown  by  the  smaller  picture 
of  the  Epworth  Rectory,  where  John 
Wesley  grew  up.  If  the  east  wing  of  the 
proposed  structure  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  were  taken  away,  the  two 
buildings  would  be  remarkable  similar. 

Christian  symbols  art  to  be  used  in 
bronze  on  either  side  of  the  main 
entrance  and  above  the  door.  It  is  also 
expected  that  the  sign,  which  will  be 
constructed  to  fit  the  architectural 
scheme,  will  reflect  the  Christian  faith  of 
the  church. 


I  THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD 

Rev.  William  H.  Bengston  died  in 
Many,  Louisiana,  where  he  has  lived 
since  he  retired,  on  January  14,  1981.  Mr. 
Bengston  retired  in  1967,  after  serving 
the  conference  for  43.5  years.  One  of  his 
children,  Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengston,  is 
also  a  member  of  the  conference  and 
lives  in  LaPlace. 

Laity  Week 
at  Perkins 

For  the  eighth  year,  the  faculty  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  is  preparing  for 
Laity  Week  February  5-7th.  The  program 
offers  a  three-day  period  for  Lay  persons 
who  are  interested  in  deepening  their 
spirtual  experiences. 

Speaker  for  this  year’s  program  will  be 
Dean  Joseph  D.  Quillian,  Jr.,  who 
completes  21  years  as  dean  of  the  School 
of  Theology  in  May.  Dean  Quillian  has 
served  the  wider  church  in  many  ways, 
particularly  in  the  area  of  worship.  He 
served  two  quadrennia  on  the  General 
Conference  Commission  on  Worship,  and 
as  vice-chairperson  between  1964-68.  He 
has  been  president  or  executive  officer  of 
associations;  and  councils  of  theological 
schools. 

Music  for  Laity  Week  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Roger  Deschner,  Associate 
Professor  of  Church  Music  at  Perkins; 
and  Robert  T.  Anderson,  Professor  of 
Organ  and  Sacred  Music,  will  provide  the 
organ  music. 

Information  about  the  program  may  be 
secured  from  the  Office  of  Continuing 
Education,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas  75275. 
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Top  Floor  will  be  offices  for  the  Baton  Rouge 
Superintendents,  A-V,  and  Printing. 


January  Study  Week 
at  Centenary  College 


The  Old  Rectory  at  Epworth. 
Notice  the  similarity  of  the 
design  to  that  of  the  new 
proposed  building  for  the  Area 
Offices. 


A  baker’s  dozen  ministers, 
predominantly  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  assembled  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport  for  the  first 
January  Study  Week,  “Expanding 
Theological  Horizons  for  Pastors.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  who 
organized  the  Study  Week,  and 
Centenary  College  President  Donald 
A.  Webb,  welcomed  the  13  men.  They 
included  Art  Baker  of  DeRidder; 
Kenneth  Carroll  of  Baton  Rouge;  Paul 
CarteV  of  Harahan;  Jim  Constable  of 
Jackson;  Tom  Crosby  of  Blanchard; 
Robert  Galatas,  Edwin  House.  Jr., 
and  Leland  Wade,  all  of  Shreveport  ; 
Dan  Grove,  Jr.  of  Mooringsport ; 
Larry  Robertson  of  Bossier  City ;  Joe 
Solomon  of  Kilboume;  J.  Roddy 
Taylor  of  Lafayette;  and  David  Greer 
of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

The  curriculum  included  two 
courses  —  “Religion  and  Literature,” 
taught  by  Dr.  Lee  Morgan,  on  images 
of  Christ  in  fiction;  and  ‘‘Old 
Testament  Interpretation  in  Pastoral 
Relationships,”  taught  by  Dr.  Brian 
Kovacs. 

Two  units  of  Continuing  Education 
credit  were  awarded  each  participant 


The  Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor  (left)  welcomes  pastors  to  the  first  January 
Study  Week  held  at  Centenary  College.  “The  participation  was  great,”  said 
Dr.  Lee  Morgan,  who  taught  a  course  on  “Images  of  Christ  in  Literature.” 


upon  completion  of  the  Study  Week 
requirements. 

“We  hope  this  is  the  first  of  many 
and  varied  continuing  education 
experiences  to  be  offered  here  at 


Centenary,”  said  President  Webb 
“The  college  will  be  working  closely 
with  the  Centenary  Church  Council  to 
offer  additional  opportunities  to  our 
colleagues  in  the  ministry.” 


The  basic  design  for  the  new  Area 
Office  building  has  been  completed  and 
the  architect  is  busily  completeing  final 
drawings.  It  is  expected  that  the  ground¬ 
breaking  will  be  held  in  about  8-10  weeks, 
according  to  Mr.  Luther  Jordan, 
chairperson  of  the  committee. 

The  building  will  be  approximately 
11,000  square  feet  with  three  floors.  The 
middle  floor  —  Main  Floor  —  will 
accommodate  the  bishop’s  offices,  a 
Cabinet  Room,  and  a  larger  meeting 
room,  which  will  handle  meetings  of  fifty 
persons. 

The  bottom  floor  will  have  a  reception 
area,  the  offices  of  the  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation,  the  Director  of 
Special  Ministries,  and  the  offices  for  the 
Council  on  Ministries.  The  top  floor  will 
house  the  office  of  the  two  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendents,  the  A-V 
Library,  and  the  printing  and  mailing 
equipment. 

The  location  will  be  quite  convenient. 
The  Convention  Exit  off  1-10  is  one  block 
from  North  Blvd  ;  and  the  new  offices  will 
be  about  four  blocks  west  of  that. 

It  is  expected  that  occupancy  will  take 
place  about  the  end  of  the  year. 


FIRST  CHARGE  IN  THE  LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  TO 
PAY  ASKINGS  IN  FULL  FOR  1981.  Pictured  are  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  W.  Peterson  and  Mr.  William  A.  Ford.  Mr. 
Peterson  is  handing  Bill  Ford  checks  to  pay  all  Conference 
Askings  and  all  District  Askings  for  1981.  The  checks  are 
from  Wakefield  Memorial,  in  Cameron,  and  Grand  Chenier. 
Mr.  Ford  is  the  District  Treasurer  for  the  Lake  Charles 
District. 


Around  the  conference 

MINDEN  —  Members  of  First  UMC 
held  a  “Mission  Emphasis”  last  Sunday. 
Rev.  Pete  Spitzkeit,  who  served  as  a 
missionary  in  Korea  for  29  years,  was  the 
speaker.  Mr.  Spitzkeit  is  now  serving  the 
Marksville  charge  in  this  conference. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  James  Poole,  was  very 
cautious  in  making  the  announcement, 
“in  order  not  to  compete  with  the  Super 
Bowl,  we  will  have  a  noon  luncheon.” 

ABBEVILLE  —  After  some  pleading, 
admonishing,  and  promising  to  do  it  with 
the  Rev.  Mark  Meier  reported  that  8 
persons  banded  together  to  repaint  the 
Educational  Building.  Ain’t  it  just  like  a 
preacher?  He  no  sooner  got  that  done 
than  he  started  in  to  raise  money  for 
more  paint,  and,  what  else,  the 
Fellowship  Hall. 

*  •  * 

FARMERVILLE  -  Vance  Archer  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  will 
lead  a  week-end  of  “Discipleship 
Celebration"  at  First  UMC  this  week. 
Rev.  John  Johns  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
The  program  is  a  part  of  the  conference¬ 
wide  emphasis  on  Evangelism 


COMPLETED  DESIGN  FOR  THE  AREA  OFFICES  OF 
THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE.  The  Main  Floor,  in  the 
middle,  will  accommodate  the  Bishop’s  offices,  the  Ground 


La.  United  Method. 

Subscriptions  due 


This  is  the  week  that  new  subscriptions 
to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  are 
due  in  church  offices  across  the  state. 
The  paper,  which  prints  52  issues  each 
year  brings  you  a  combination  on 
Conference  news  (on  the  front  page),  and 
general  church  news  (the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  portion  on  the  inside 
pages). 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  one  of  six 
conferences  in  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  system  that  depends  entirely 
upon  subscriptions  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
paper.  The  majority  of  other  conferences 
underwrite  the  cost  in  their  conference 
budgets  and  then  send  issues  to  certain 
local  church  officials.  The  tradition  of 
Louisiana  Methodism  has  been  to  print 
a  great  deal  of  local  church  news 
and  to  depend  upon  a  large  number  of 
persons  in  local  churches  being 
interested  in  those  events.  It  has  been  a 
very  successful  system,  with  more  than 
16,000  persons  receiving  it  each  week. 

Special  arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  so  that  new  subscriptions  will 
be  processed  and  added  to  circulation  as 
quickly  as  they  are  received.  There  has 
been  some  difficulty  at  this  point  in  the 
past;  as  those  who  sent  their 
subscriptions  in  on  time  had  to  wait  until 
the  whole  conference  circulation  was 


processed.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  editors 
that  this  will  shorten  the  time  people 
have  to  wait  for  the  new  subscription  to 
begin,  and  that  it  will  also  solve  some 
circulation  problems  for  them. 

The  front  page  of  the  paper  is  edited 
from  the  conference  office.  The  policy 
which  controls  it  is  as  follows:  1)  news 
about  conference  program,  2)  feature 
articles  about  people/events  in  the 
conference,  3)  as  many  pictures  and 
stones  of  local  church  events  as  can  be 
fitted  into  the  remainder  of  the  space, 
4)  the  “Around  the  Conference”  feature 
—  to  attempt  to  gather  as  many  other 
events  in  local  churches  and  highlight 
them  so  that  you  can  read  about  what 
friends,  and  other  United  Methodists  you 
do  not  know,  are  doing.  No  obituaries  are 
printed  because  there  is  not  enough 
room;  and  only  a  two  or  three  sentence 
announcement  about  the  death  of  a 
minister.  Letters  to  the  Editor  are  not 
printed  on  the  front  page  edition  because 
the  other  priorities  usually  take  all  of  the 
space.  Persons  who  want  to  respond  to 
something  in  this  manner  are 
encouraged  to  write  to  the  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  number  of  subscriptions 
decreased  a  bit  last  year,  but  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  that  the  low  point  has  been 
reached,  and  the  circulation  campaign 
this  year  will  show  a  new  trend. 


United  Methodist  Youth  of  Mansfield  held  a  soup  supper  for 
the  members  of  their  church.  The  youth  and  their  counselors 
made  the  soup  and  were  responsible  for  the  desserts.  A  free¬ 
will  offering  was  taken  after  the  supper  (a  sure  sign  of 
confidence  in  the  soup,  we  think).  Proceeds  were  divided 
between  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  and  the  local  UMY 
fund  to  travel  to  Colorado  to  the  National  Christian  Youth 
Congress  next  summer. 


Offices  to  be  held 


soon 
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Editorial 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


What  path  shall  we  pursue  in  hostage  crisis 
aftermath:  retaliation  or  reconciliation? 


JANUARY  30, 1981 


Few  events  in  recent  history  have 
stirred  the  American  people  to  express 
such  unity  and  solidarity  as  the  illegal 
seizure  and  imprisonment  of  52  of  our 
fellow  citizens  by  an  element  of  the 
strife-torn  nation  of  Iran.  The 
undeserved  suffering  of  the  hostages  and 
their  families  became  a  national  cross 
borne  vicariously  by  nearly  all 
Americans  via  daily  news  reports  for  444 
days. 

Few  events  in  recent  history  have 
stirred  the  American  people  to  such 
jubilation  as  the  release  of  the  hostages 
by  their  captors,  and  their  return  at  long 
last  to  their  homeland. 

We  join  in  giving  thanks  for  the 
hostages’  safe  return,  even  as  we 
recognize  that  their  ordeal  has  not  fully 
come  to  an  end.  The  former  hostages 
face  an  emotionally  traumatic  task  of 
restoring  those  basic  relationships  and 
living  patterns  which  were  interrupted 
by  their  captivity.  We  give  thanks  that 
they  and  their  families  are  being 
provided  expert  assistance  in  making 
this  transition,  and  we  pray  God’s 
blessings  upon  each  of  them  as  they  face 
the  future. 

We  fear  that  our  nation’s  citizenry  as  a 
whole  may  be  less  well  prepared  for 
dealing  with  the  aftermath  of  this  long 
and  perplexing  national  ordeal.  Of 
particularly  acute  concern  is  how  our 
nation  will  relate  to  the  people  of  Iran  in 
the  future. 

During  the  final  hours  of  negotiations 
prior  to  the  hostages’  release,  the  Iranian 
Task  Force  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  issued  a  statement 
(full  text  printed  elsewhere  on  this  page) 
noting  that  the  end  of  the  hostage  crisis  is 
“but  a  first  step  in  a  long  and  difficult 
quest  for  reconciliation  between  Iran  and 
the  United  States.  The  wounds  are  deep 
on  both  sides  and  the  grievances  real.” 

That  the  bishops’  concerns  are  well- 
founded  became  obvious  by  the  time  the 
hostages  had  cleared  Iranian  airspace. 
Some  U.S.  citizens,  news  reporters  and 
national  leaders  were  suggesting  that  the 
“less  than  ideal”  agreement  be 
repudiated  and  that  the  United  States 
embark  on  a  course  of  retaliation  —  not 
reconciliation  —  to  make  Iran  pay  for  the 
humiliation,  dishonor  and  anxiety  that 
had  been  forced  on  our  nation  and  its 
citizens. 

Throughout  this  crisis  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  —  through  many  of  its 
clergy,  members  and  congregations  — 
has  ministered  to  the  hostages  and  their 
families,  while  at  the  same  time 
attempting  to  lead  this  nation’s  people  to 
express  Christian  concern  in  the  face  of 
seemingly  hopeless  alienation,  J^dw  an 
even  greater  demand""  for  Christian 
witness  and  leadership  may  lie  ahead  as 
our  nation  struggles  to  understand  its 
role  as  a  world  super-power  that  chose  to 
deal  with  the  hostage  crisis  with 
restraint  and  patient  firmness  —  rather 
than  through  a  demonstration  of  its 
military  might. 

With  the  former  hostages  revealing  in 
detail  the  extent  of  cruel  treatment  they 
received  while  in  captivity,  there  is  a 
growing  national  mood  that  our  leaders 
should  find  ways  to  retaliate  against 
Iran,  thereby  restoring  America’s  image 
of  greatness  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  com¬ 
munity.  However,  we  believe  Christians 
in  America  have  a  particular  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  bear  witness  to  an  alternative 
understanding  of  “national  greatness.” 

We  believe  that  far  from  being 
“humiliated”  by  the  hostage  situation, 
the  United  States  has  demonstrated 
national  greatness  and  honor  of  the  most 
extraordinary  type.  The  restraint  our 
nation’s  leaders  practiced  “in  the  face  of 
repeated  provocations”  was  not  an 
exercise  in  helplessness,  but  a  reflection 
of  our  nation’s  basic  ideals  and  values.  It 
would  have  been  far  easier  to  respond  to 
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this  crisis  militarily,  out  of  a  sense  of 
national  rage,  and  without  regard  for  the 
safety  of  the  hostages.  Rather,  the 
patient  and  restrained  approach  of  our 
nation’s  leaders  has  represented  a 
deliberate  expression  of  national 
strength  —  stemming  from  deep-seated 
commitments  to  human  life,  world 
peace,  and  the  use  of  reason  rather  than 
bombs  to  resolve  conflicts  between 
nations. 

We,  as  Christians,  should  help  our 
nation  recall  that  reconciliation  with 
former  adversaries  is  as  much  a  part  of 
our  nation’s  heritage  as  is  our  ability  to 
respond,  when  necessary,  with  force  to 
provocation.  After  every  major  war  from 
which  we  have  emerged  as  the  obvious 
victor,  the  United  States  has  sought  to 
restore  the  human  dignity  and  national 
stability  of  its  former  adversaries.  Our 
nation’s  current  relationships  — 
economic,  political  and’ military  —  with 
West  Germany  and  Japan  are  noteworthy 
products  of  such  efforts. 

The  United  States  has  traditionally 
taken  great  care  —  and  rightly  so  —  to 
distinguish  between  perpetrators  of 
criminal  acts  in  the  name  of  a  nation  and 
the  whole  of  that  nation’s  people.  This 
distinction  might  be  made  again  in  light 
of  evidence  that  the  perpetrators  of  the 
hostage  crisis,  and  the  Iranian  officials 
who  condoned  their  actions,  are  not  in 
universal  favor  with  the  people  of  Iran. 

The  resolution  of  the  hostage  crisis 
took  far  longer  than  one  might  reason¬ 
ably  have  hoped,  and  did  not  involve 
bringing  the  nation  of  Iran  to  its  knees 
militarily.  However,  the  safe  release  of 
the  hostages  without  giving  in  to  the 
ransom  demands  of  Iran’s  leaders  can 
only  be  correctly  viewed  as  a  “victory” 
for  the  United  States. 

Now,  once  again,  we  are  called  upon  as 
a  victorious  nation  to  determine  our 
course  of  action  toward  a  former 
adversary  —  retaliation  or  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

It  would  be  unthinkable  to  ignore  or 
minimize  the  injustices  which  have  been 
done  to  52  of  our  fellow  citizens,  or  to  our 
country’s  national  honor.  Those  wounds 
are  deep  and  the  angry  resentment  they 
have  fostered  is  legitimate.  However, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


retaliation  in  any  form  would  not  give  the 
hostages  back  one  moment  of  the  time 
they  spent  in  captivity,  or  the  nation  one 
minute  of  the  time  spent  agonizing  over 
their  ordeal.  The  pursuit  of  reconciliation 
with  those  Iranians  who  would  be  recon¬ 
ciled— including  our  forgiveness  of  the 
undeserved  suffering  they  have  caused— 
is  much  more  likely  to  produce  healing 
for  all  concerned  than  retaliation. 

It  is  important  that  the  voices  of 
Christians  witnessing  to  the  need  for 
reconciliation  be  heard  and  considered  — 
along  with  the  strident  voices  advocating 
retaliation  —  by  our  nation’s  leaders  and 
citizens  in  the  days  ahead. 


Mr.  Boyer 


Here  I  Stand 

Dangers  of  cigarette  smoking 
need  the  attention  of  Christians 


By  WALTER  S.  BOYER 
It  is  late  autumn.  Fallen  leaves  blanket 
the  earth.  Time  was  when  leaves  were 
raked  and  burned.  That  time  is  past. 
Laws  prohibit  the  burning  of  leaves.  The 
faint  aroma  of  the  smoke  of  blazing 
leaves  is  but  a  memory.  The 
environment  of  the  out  of  doors  is  now 
free  from  this  form  of  pollution. 

But  what  of  indoors?  What  of  the 
pollution  of  homes,  offices,  schools,  and 
churches  where  people  meet?  Just  how 
effective  are  regulations  forbidding  the 
smoking  of  cigarettes  even  in  hospitals? 
United  Methodist  Women  have 


Bishops9 Iranian  Task  Force 
members  urge  6sober  reflection9 

Soon  after  learning  of  the  imminent  release  of  the  American  hostages  and  just 
hours  before  their  subsequent  departure  from  Iran,  the  Iranian  Task  Force  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  released  the  following  statement. 

“The  prayers  of  millions  have  at  last  been  answered  as  the  American  hostages 
held  in  Iran  for  so  many  months  return  to  their  homes . 

This  is  a  time  of  thanksgiving  and  relief  that  a  dangerous  episode  in 
international  affairs  has  come  to  an  honorable  and  peaceful  end,  with  a  minimal 
loss  of  life.  We  are  grateful  for  the  restraint  in  the  face  of  repeated  provocation 
which  our  national  leaders  have  demonstrated.  The  world  has  witnessed  a  nation 
great  in  its  destructive  potential  rise  to  the  true  greatness  of  patient 
humanitarian  concern. 

“May  this  be  a  time  of  sober  reflection  for  all  sincere  persons  of  faith.  The 
breaking  of  a  perilous  impasse  with  the  resolution  of  the  hostage  crisis  is  a  cause 
for  rejoicing  and  a  powerful  sign  of  hope  in  a  violent  world.  It  is,  however,  but  a 
first  step  in  a  long  and  difficult  quest  for  reconciliation  between  Iran  and  the 
United  States.  The  wounds  are  deep  on  both  sides  and  the  grievances  real. 

“We  pray  that  our  national  commitment  to  non-intervention  might  be  strictly 
observed,  and  that  the  Iranian  people  might  achieve  peace  with  their  neighbors, 
a  stable  representative  government,  and  a  just  and  sustainable  economy. 

“Let  us  commit  ourselves  once  again  to  pray,  to  work,  to  witness  for  peace  with 
justice.  With  all  our  hearts  we  give  praise  and  glory  to  God  for  divine 
deliverance.  Let  the  voice  of  the  people  in  all  our  churches  be  raised  in  hymns  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving.” 

The  bishops  signing  the  statement  include  Edsel  A.  Ammons,  the  Michigan 
Area;  A.  James  Armstrong,  Indiana  Area;  William  R.  Cannon,  Raleigh  Area; 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Houston  Area;  James  Mathews,  retired;  Roy  C.  Nichols, 
New  York  Area;  Jack  M.  Tuell,  Los  Angeles  Area;  and  C.  Dale  White,  New 
Jersey  Area  and  chairperson  of  the  task  force. 


discussed  a  boycott  of  Nestle  products; 
an  action  they  believe  to  have  been 
strongly  encouraged  by  the  UMC’s 
Women’s  Division  and  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  However,  they  have 
no  awareness  of  any  action  being  taken 
encouraging  the  boycott  of  cigarettes. 

Just  a  word  about  powdered  milk. 
Under  conditions  of  war  in  China  and 
amid  the  stress  of  communistic 
persecution,  my  wife  and  I  were  grateful 
for  powdered  milk  as  a  baby  food,  even 
when  the  only  source  of  water  was 
polluted  river  water.  This,  when  boiled, 
cooled,  filtered  and  mixed  with  KLIM 
was  a  supplement  that  preserved  the  life 
of  our  son.  There  was  no  boycott  on  this 
formula  54  years  ago. 

Today  there  is  no  boycott  on  cigarettes 
in  spite  of  all  that  is  known  concerning 
their  danger  to  health.  Cigarettes  are 
distributed  and  sold  throughout  many 
countries  of  the  world.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  British-American  Tobacco 
Company  had  as  a  goal:  “A  cigarette  in 
the  mouth  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  China.”  That  slogan  is  no  more. 

Who  does  not  feel  compassion  for  little 
children  exposed  to  the  pollution  of 
cigarette  smoke  in  the  home?  While 
substituting  for  an  active  pastor,  I  was 
asked  to  visit  a  home  where  a  very  young 
daughter  had  just  returned  from  the 
hospital  after  bearing  a  child.  The 
mother  and  three  older  teenage  children 
were  smoking.  I  asked  the  little  mother  if 
she  had  been  informed  of  the  peril  that 
smoking  entails.  She  said  that  she  had 
been  warned  by  her  doctor  and  by  the 
hospital.  As  I  turned  to  her  mother,  that 
mother  implored  with  these  words  in  a 
tone  of  despair:  “Please  don’t  ask  me  to 
help  my  daughter  to  refrain  from 
smoking.  I  can’t  quit  smoking  myself.” 
The  agony  of  helplessness  was  written  in 
the  lines  of  that  woman’s  face. 

What  is  a  baby  worth?  What  is  the 
worth  of  the  babies  of  America  and  of  the 
world?  What  has  science  been  saying 
concerning  the  evil  of  smoking 
cigarettes?  What  has  the  Surgeon 
General’s  Office  of  the  United  States 
been  trying  to  communicate  concerning 
the  lethal  effects  of  smoking?  Where  is 


Two  faces  of  United  Methodism  illustrated 


To  the  Editor : 

Two  faces  of  United  Methodism  were 
well  illustrated  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  26. 
The  beautiful,  loving  face  of  Methodism 
shined  strongly  in  Chaplain  E.F. 
Blancett’s  “My  Witness”  article  about 
Sunday  services  at  navy  boot  camp,  and 
in  Roy  Beck’s  inspiring  story  about  the 
near  death  of  a  tiny  church  in  South 
Dakota. 

Then  there  was  the  tired,  legalistic 
theological  face  shown  in  Steve  Harper’s 
“Here  I  Stand.”  Mr.  Harper’s  sincere 
concern  about  pluralism  and  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  John  Wesley’s  sermon  on 


“Catholic  Spirit”  was  sad,  indeed.  I’ll  bet 
that  97  percent  of  all  United  Methodists 
didn’t  know  Wesley  ever  preached  such  a 
sermon  and  could  care  less.  It  causes  me 
to  wonder  if  our  seminaries  haggle  over 
the  hidden  meanings  and  endless 
possible  interpretations  in  Wesley’s 
works  in  the  same  fashion  that  some 
folks  debate  the  meaning  and 
interpretations  of  the  book  of  Revelation. 
Wesley  would  probably  approach  such 
theological  nit-picking  much  as  Jesus  did 
the  moneychangers  in  the  temple  if  he 
were  here  to  see  it. 

Pluralism,  Mr.  Harper,  takes  place  in 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Oneness  experienced  in 
sharing  of  ‘Amazing  Grace 


The  next  song,  the  music  leader  said, 
will  be  “Amazing  Grace.”  Sing  it  in  your 
native  language. 

So  we  sang  the  hymn  in  tongues  — 
around  30  languages  intoning  at  once.  I 
just  closed  my  eyes  and  let  waves  of 
emotion  roll  over  me. 

“How  were  the  Indians  at  your 
meeting  in  Nashville?”  asked 
acquaintances  who  knew  I  would  be 
covering  the  consultation  of  Native 
American  church  leaders  over  New 
Year’s  weekend.  My  answer  always  had 
to  begin  by  telling  them  about  “Amazing 
Grace.”  You  talk  about  differences  when 
you  are  a  white  man  who  for  the  first 
time  has  worshipped  and  fraternized 
with  brother  and  sister  United 
Methodists  who  are  Native  Americans. 
The  music  and  diversity  of  tribes  stands 
out  like  a  rainbow  of  colors. 

But  I  had  expected  differences.  I  guess 
the  deepest  impression  I  brought  home 
was  of  how  comfortable  these  people  are 
in  being  Indians  and  United  Methodists 
—  and  how  comfortable  I  felt  among 
them.  Similarities  with  all  other  United 
Methodists  —  particularly  those  in  small 
churches  —  abounded. 

The  business  of  the  group  was  related 
to  United  Methodist  boards  and  agencies, 
the  prayers  were  to  Jesus  Christ  the  Son 
of  God,  the  testimonies  were  of  personal 
salvation,  and  the  music  often  was 
Gospel  (in  English,  too)  which  has  as 
rich  a  tradition  among  Native  Americans 
as  among  other  races  and  ethnic  groups 
within  the  UMC. 

Asked  to  list  the  strengths  of  the  Indian 
churches  in  his  area,  one  Oklahoma  man 
said:  “We  are  completely  Methodists. 
We  do  things  the  Methodist  way.” 

But  one  woman  told  the  group  that  she 
still  sees  racism  in  the  denomination. 
“And  I  don’t  feel  included  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  yet.  And  I  WANT  to 
feel  included.”  Her  plea  was  voiced  by 
many  others  in  private. 

Some  of  the  230  who  attended  said  they 
feel  connected  to  the  UMC’s  general 
boards  and  agencies  but  not  to  the  white 
UM  congregation  a  few  blocks  from  their 
own  church.  Christians  with  so  much  in 
common  don’t  feel  the  support  and  unity 
of  each  other  because  of  indifference, 
and  sometimes  racism,  participants 
suggested  to  me. 


Mr.  Beck 

They  were  quick  to  point  out  that  one  of 
the  problems  for  growth  in  their 
churches  is  that  tribes  have  prejudices 
against  each  other.  “We  Indians  aren’t 
friendly  enough,”  reported  one  dis¬ 
cussion  group  leader.  “We  just  grunt  at 
each  other.” 

“We  have  as  many  racists  in  our 
Indian  congregation  as  the  white  church 
has  in  its,”  a  pastor  lamented. 

Some  of  the  Native  American  leaders 
displayed  a  defensiveness  about  the 
outside  financial  support  that  so  many  of 
their  churches  need.  “I  know  we’re 
looked  upon  as  a  spoiled  child,”  another 
pastor  complained.  “But  we  do  produce. 
When  we  ask  for  program  money,  we’re 
not  getting  fat;  we’re  saving  souls.” 

For  the  most  part,  the  mood  of  these 
leaders  was  not  toward  expecting  the 
denomination  to  solve  their  problems. 

“The  answer  lies  within  us,”  declared 
Diane  Moats,  former  chairperson  of  the 
Native  American  International  Caucus. 
“When  we  decide  to  have  a  strong 
church,  we  will  have  a  strong  church. 
Don’t  look  to  somebody  else  to  carry  that 
cross  for  you.” 

So  they  ended  up  asking  for  help  in 
basics,  such  as  establishing  spiritual 
growth  programs,  training  their  lay 
leadership,  and  reaching  out  to  meet  the 
special  needs  of  their  non-Christian 
neighbors. 

This  was  a  business  meeting,  but  it  also 
was  a  gathering,  the  kind  of  meeting 
where  a  discussion  group  secretary 
would  stop  in  the  middle  of  clicking  off 
“business”  conclusions  and  give  a 
personal  testimony. 

Constant  reminders  of  the  necessity  of 
a  loving  unity  came  through  the 
impromptu  singing,  testimonials  and 
prayers,  and  the  planned  meditations. 
They  were  intrusions  on  time  that  could 
have  been  spent  on  the  business  of 
deciding  what  to  request  from  the  Board 
of  Discipleship.  Without  those  special 
forms  of  support  that  Christians  have  for 
making  decisions,  however,  perhaps 
there  wouldn’t  have  been  any  decisions. 

There  were  some  disagreements  but 
not  divisive  ones. 

Many  native  tongues  sang  at  this 
gathering.  “Amazing  Grace”  made  them 
sound  the  same  —  including  mine. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


the  congregation  and  in  the  boot  camp 
dining  hall,  not  in  intense  debates  about 
Wesley’s  sermons.  Rereading  a 
particular  sermon  has  not  made  United 
Methodism  strong  and  effective.  The 
message  of  salvation  preached  in  a  navy 
dining  hall  and  the  living  of  love  in  a  tiny 
South  Dakota  church,  both  multiplied 
over  thousands  of  times,  are  what  have 
made  our  church  powerful  and  effective. 

I  respond  to  admonitions  about 
Wesley’s  theology  and  quotations  from 
the  Discipline  with  a  single  question: 
Whatever  happened  to  Jesus  Christ? 

Lawrence  Ray  Ward 
Dallas,  Texas 

Mr.  Wesley’s  ‘essential 
points’  are  available 

To  the  Editor : 

I  have  just  read  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  headlined  “John  Wesley’s 
Sermon  defines  ‘Catholic  Spirit’  ”  by 
Steve  Harper  in  the  December  26  issue, 
and  it  certainly  makes  the  point  that 
Wesley  never  advocated  the  typ&  of 
pluralism  that  our  church  accepts  today. 

Mr.  Harper  states  that  Wesley’s 
sermon  “Catholic  Spirit”  does  not  spell 
out  what  Wesley  considered  to  be  the 
essential  points  of  doctrine. 

However,  most  people  who  look  to 
Wesley  in  defense  of  pluralism  like  to 
quote  from  his  pamphlet  “Character  of  a 
Methodist”  and  pull  out  of  context  the 
statement  “But  as  to  all  opinions  which 
do  not  strike  at  the  root  of  Christianity, 
we  think  and  let  think.”  In  his  pamphlet, 
however,  Wesley  spells  out  in  no 
uncertain  terms  exactly  what  he  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  “the  root  of  Christianity.” 

I  would  like  to  see  TM/UMR  publish 
that  pamphlet.  It  would  go  a  long  way 
toward  relieving  the  denominational 
identity  crisis  that  we  talk  about  so  often. 
James  L.  Curry 
Mahalfey,  Pennsylvania 

Toward  theological  norm 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  you  for  publishing, 
and  Steve  Harper  for  writing,  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  on  John  Wesley’s  sermon 
on  “The  Catholic  Spirit,”  in  the  Dec.  26 
issue. 

This  is  one  step  in  the  direction  of  a 
much  needed  dialogue  regarding  the 
existence  of  definable  theological  norms 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Walter  Edwards 
Orange  Park,  Florida 

Going  to  join  NR  A 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Dec.  26,  1980  issue  of  TM/UMR 
you  strike  out  again  in  your  usual 
inimitable  head-in-sand  approach.  This 
time  it’s  handguns! 

Is  there  some  reason  that  persons  who 
commit  murder  by  whatever  means 
should  not  be  punished?  Remember  the 
woman  in  Reno  who  murdered  five 
people  with  her  automobile!  What  about 
the  states  that  already  have  laws  that 
prohibit  ownership  of  handguns?  Those 
laws  are  only  used  against  persons  who 
attempt  to  defend  themselves  or  their 
property,  not  the  criminals ! 


The  approach  proposed  in  your  article 
would  result  in  another  bureaucracy, 
very  expensive  and  ineffective. 

In  spite  of  what  you  may  believe,  there 
are  persons,  including  myself,  who  own 
handguns  and  who  do  not  commit 
crimes.  The  proposal  you  published 
would  make  untold  numbers  of  us  instant 
criminals.  I,  for  one,  have  no  intention  of 
relinquishing  my  guns,  hand  or 
otherwise ! 

In  order  to  help  counter  your  wave  of 
insanity,  I  am  going  to  join  the  National 
Rifle  Association.  I  suggest  the  United 
Methodist  Church  try  promoting  religion 
which  I  thought  was  the  prime  purpose  of 
the  church. 

O.L. Shaver 

Pagosa  Springs,  Colorado 

Santa  does  not  man  kettles 

To  the  Editor: 

I  received  my  copy  of  the  East  Ohio 
issue  of  TM/UMR  dated  Jan.  2  and  read 
with  interest  Virgil  Kraft’s  “My 
Witness,”  a  most  excellent  writing. 

However,  it  gives  the  impression  that 
The  Salvation  Army  employs  persons 
dressed  as  Santa  Clauses  to  man  the 
Christmas  kettles.  The  Salvation  Army 
does  not  use  the  image  of  Santa  Claus  in 
this  work.  As  a  matter  of  record,  the  War 
Cry  carried  an  editorial  comment  in  a 
recent  edition  stressing  this  very  point. 
Charles  Dowdell 
Huntington  Beach,  California 


the  compassion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
newborn  and  the  unborn?  There  is  a 
dread  silence,  is  there  not? 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Gotthardt,  guest 
Thankoffering  speaker  at  Trinity  UMC, 
in  Allentown,  Pa.,  presented  a  warm, 
stimulating  and  provocative  message 
including  an  appeal  on  the  behalf  of  the 
hungry  peoples  of  the  world.  Her  fitting 
peroration  began  with  words  like  these: 
“Let  your  thank  offering  gift  to  God  be 
the  presentation  of  your  bodies  and 
spirits,  holy  and  acceptable  to  Him.”  Her 
words  recalled  a  scripture  quote  by  an 
inmate  in  Lehigh  County  Prison  at  the 
Bible  Study  hour  on  the  previous 
Thursday  evening.  He,  who  had  found  a 
new  life  in  Christ  and  who  had  gained 
victory  over  his  past  life  and 
immediately  over  jealousy,  drugs  and 
alcohol,  discovered  in  the  following 
scripture  a  source  of  power  of 
deliverance  from  cigarettes  while  living 
in  the  company  of  200  other  inmates, 
many  of  whom  smoke.  This  is  the  quote: 

“Do  you  not  know  that  you  are  God’s 
temple  and  that  God’s  Spirit  dwells  in 
you?  If  anyone  destroy  God’s  temple, 
God  will  destroy  him.  For  God’s  temple 
is  holy  and  that  temple  you  are."  (I 
Corinthians  3: 16-17) 

This  word  from  a  prison  inmate  who 
has  found  new  life  in  Christ,  speaks  of  the 
true  boycott;  not  the  boycott  aimed  at 
hindering  the  manufacturing  -  and 
distribution  of  cigarettes;  but  a  witness 
to  the  power  of  God  that  sets  a  person 
free  from  the  habit  that  harms.  It  is  an 
exercise  in  futility  to  impose  limits  on  the 
cigarette  manufacturer.  Witness  the 
influence  of  the  Tobacco  Lobby ! 

A  boycott  in  the  form  that  advocates 
trust  in  the  liberating  power  of  faith  in 
God  is  a  witness  befitting  the  ministry  of 
our  great  church.  This  boycott  can  be 
carried  forward  with  great  compassion 
and  loving  concern.  Can  it  not  be  a  vital 
part  of  our  shared  good  news ;  its  savings 
a  resource  to  feed  the  hungry,  and  an 
incentive  to  deleting  tobacco  stocks  from 
our  portfolio? 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Walter  S. 
Boyer,  is  pastor  emeritus  of  the  Trinity 
UMC  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania 
(Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  400  member 
families  of  the  Cokesbury  UMC  in 
Pensacola,  Florida  (Alabama-West 
Florida  Conference)  and  approximately 
800  member  families  of  the  Union 
Memorial  UMC  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
(Missouri  East  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  300  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Pensacola  and 
St.  Louis  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).” 


ORE  COD 
0IIE  WORLD 

onEcommuniTv 


Through  gilts  to  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Cooperation  Fund  United 
Methodists  attirm  their  commitment 
to  ecumenical  activities,  reaching 
toward  a  world  community  among  all 
of  God's  people. 

Specifically  the  fund  supports 
work  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA,  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union.  It 
pays  for  travel  of  United  Methodist  delegates  to  National  and  World  Council 
meetings,  to  make  certain  that  our  church's  voice  is  heard. 

Your  gift  works  to  help  achieve  one  community  in  one  world  under  one  God. 

For  more  information  contact:  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  475  Riverside  Dr., 

Room  1300,  New  York,  N  Y.  10115 


■ 
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Bells,  ceremonies,  sermons  mark  hostages 9  homecoming 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

Kyle  Beachy,  a  Tuscola,  Ill.,  fourth  grader 
helped  ring  the  bell  in  the  steeple  of  the  Tuscola 
United  Methodist  Church  444  times  last  Sunday 
afternoon  during  a  service  of  celebration  and 
thanksgiving  for  the  release  of  the  American 
hostages. 

Every  day  since  September,  during  noon 
recess  at  his  school  across  the  street,  Kyle  has 
come  over  to  the  church  to  ring  the  bell  52  times, 
once  for  each  American  held  hostage  in  Iran. 

He  said  that  ringing  the  bell  was  “like  praying. 
I  ring  the  bell,  and  I  pray.” 

Last  Sunday  he  and  two  other  community  bell 
ringers  rang  the  bell  for  the  last  time  in 
celebration  of  the  hostages’  homecoming.  The 
Rev.  Belmont  Metzger  told  TM/UMR  the  special 
service  was  to  conclude  with  the  singing  of  “Let 
there  be  peace  on  earth,  and  let  it  begin  with 
me.” 

At  the  home  church  of  a  United  Methodist 
among  the  hostages  —  Bert  C.  Moore  of  Mount 


Vernon,  Ohio  —  last  Sunday's  service 
emphasized  thanksgiving  for  deliverance, 
according  to  the  Rev.  James  Magaw. 

The  hostages  have  been  a  subject  for  prayer 
every  Sunday  at  the  Gay  Street  UMC,  Mr. 
Magaw  told  TM/UMR,  where  Mrs.  Moore  and 
one  of  the  children  attend. 

“My  focus  in  the  sermon  this  Sunday  will  be  on 
Jonah  —  on  how  deliverance  is  tied  to 
responsibility.  Our  nation  must  recognize  it  has  a 
responsibility  to  build  world  peace,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Magaw  said  Mrs.  Moore  has  stressed  that 
she  has  no  animosity  toward  the  Iranian  people. 
“She  asked  that  the  main  focus  of  a  special 
service  held  last  November  be  on  forgiveness 
and  brotherly  love,”  her  pastor  reported.  And, 
again  last  week  at  a  press  conference,  she  called 
for  understanding  between  the  two  cultures 
which  are  very  different. 

The  pastor  said  Mr.  Moore  has  been  in  the 
foreign  service  for  20  years  and  had  volunteered 
for  the  Iran  assignment  as  an  administrator  at 
the  U.S.  Embassy.  Mr.  Moore  had  been  home  for 


a  short  leave  and  had  returned  to  Iran  about  10 
days  before  the  crisis  began. 

Special  observances  and  celebrations  took 
place  at  other  United  Methodist  Churches  across 
the  nation  as  well  as  community  celebrations  at 
which  United  Methodist  leaders  spoke. 

Hundreds  gathered  in  Detroit  at  Metropolitan 
UMC  the  evening  after  the  release  for  a  service 
planned  by  the  Rev.  William  Quick  in 
cooperation  with  the  Christian  Communications 
Council  of  Detroit.  The  family  of  Charles  Jones, 
a  hostage  from  Detroit,  was  represented  at  the 
service. 

President  Ronald  Reagan  sent  a  message  to 
the  Detroit  gathering  rejoicing  that  “these  brave 
men  and  women  were  remembered  in  your 
prayers  as  well  as  those  of  millions  of  other 
Americans. 

“It  is  fitting  now  that  we  offer  our  prayers  of 
gratitude  for  deliverance.  God  bless  all  of  you,” 
the  President  said  through  his  personal 
secretary. 

Providence  UMC  of  Oxon  Hill,  Md.,  retired  the 


“hostage  candle”  which  had  burned  steadily  at 
the  church  during  the  14  months  of  the  crisis. 
Yellow  ribbons  near  the  altar  were  also  cut  off 
during  the  service. 

|At  the  University  of  Kentucky  Wesley 
Foundation,  students  have  tied  a  large  yellow 
ribbon  around  the  oak  tree  on  the  corner  of  their 
yard.  They  intend  to  leave  it  there  until  all  the 
hostages  are  back  in  the  U.S. 

The  Lexington  campus  minister,  the  Rev. 
William  Moore,  told  TM/UMR  candles  were 
placed  on  the  altar  for  each  of  the  52  hostages 
last  Sunday  and  eight  more  for  the  men  who  died 
in  the  aborted  rescue  mission.  His  sermon  theme 
was  “Christ  proclaiming  liberty  to  the 
captives.” 

Members  of  First  UMC  in  North  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  were  glad  to  see  hostage  Robert  Blucker 
walk  off  the  airplane  on  television  last  week, 
reported  the  Rev.  Ben  Jordan,  whose  church  was 
involved  in  delivering  mail  between  Mr.  Blucker 
and  his  family  in  North  Little  Rock. 

Mr.  Blucker’s  family  is  Baptist,  but  “his 


mother  was  most  appreciative  of  United 
Methodist  efforts  in  getting  the  mail  through,” 
said  Mr.  Jordan. 

In  Dallas,  United  Methodist  Bishop  0.  Eugene 
Slater  spoke  of  a  “time  to  give  thanks”  during  a 
community  celebration  at  Thanksgiving  Square. 

“In  some  measure  we  have  all  lived  through 
the  long  days  and  weeks  and  months  that  they’ve 
been  in  Iran,”  the  bishop  said.  "And  now  they 
are  free,  thank  God,  and  will  be  home  soon.” 

He  said  another  reason  for  giving  thanks  is  the 
peaceful  resolution.  “We  may  have  learned  a 
lesson  .  .  .  that  diplomacy,  restraint  and 
negotiation  are  more  effective  than  the  use  of 
armed  force. 

“To  the  healing  of  the  hurts,  the  binding  up  of 
the  wounds,  and  the  strengthening  of  the  ties  that 
unite  us  to  the  people  of  Iran,  let  us  commit 
ourselves.  Let  no  careless  or  derogatory  word 
fall  from  our  lips,”  Bishop  Slater  said.  “Rather 
let  us  give  ourselves  to  the  creation  of  the  kind  of 
order  where  every  person  is  regarded  as  a  child 
of  God  and  a  member  of  His  family." 


‘Good  News’  has  not  been 
all  ‘bad  news’  for  UMC 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WILMORE,  KY.  -  For  15  years,  the 
message  of  the  unofficial  evangelical 
“Good  News”  caucus  has  been  mostly 
bad  news  about  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

But  the  overall  impact  hasn’t 
necessarily  been  bad  news  for  the  UMC, 
said  a  dozen  leaders  of  the  denomination 
interviewed  by  TM/UMR  last  week. 

True,  under  the  banner  of  “scriptural 
orthodoxy,”  Good  News  publications 
continually  have  exposed  details  about 
the  denomination  that  its  leaders  felt 
warranted  the  concern  of  —  and 
sometimes  censure  by  —  “evangelical” 
United  Methodists. 

But,  hundreds  —  perhaps  thousands  — 
of  United  Methodists  stayed  in  the 
denomination  instead  of  fleeing  it 
because  Good  News  offered  them  a 
theological  niche  where  they  could  feel 
comfortable,  most  observers  agreed. 

“Look  at  what  happened  in  other 
denominations,”  said  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  The  same  theologically 
conservative  groundswell  that  created 
Good  News,  headquartered  here,  also 
created  similar  organizations  in  most 
major  denominations. 

“There  was  much  financial  disruption 
—  even  splits.  Groups  similar  to  Good 
News  led  people  to  secession.  But  Good 
News  carried  on  the  struggle  within  the 
house  of  faith.  That's  a  legitimate 
witness.” 

Nonetheless,  Good  News  seems  to 
receive  about  as  much  criticism  as  it 
dishes  out,  such  as:  “It  is  so  totally 
negative  about  the  denomination;  it 
divides  United  Methodists  into  warring 
groups;  it  undermines  support  for  UMC 
programs.”  TM/UMR  explored  those 
complaints. 

Intentionally  negative 

Good  News  publications  “scarcely 
ever  say  a  positive  thing  about  the 
denomination,”  said  the  Rev.  George  D. 
McClain,  secretary  of  the  74-year-old 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
an  unofficial  caucus  committed, 
among  other  things,  to  opposing  Good 
News. 

“That  goes  beyond  healthy  dialogue.” 
People  exposed  to  a  constant  stream  of 
negative  comments  can’t  help  but  be 
shaken  in  their  commitment  to  the  UMC 
and  its  principles,  he  said. 

Good  News  leaders  don’t  deny  the 
rarity  of  good  words  about  the 
denomination. 

“There  hasn’t  been  a  lot  that  we  could 
affirm,”  said  the  Rev.  Charles  W. 
Keysor,  founder  of  Good  News,  who  is 
stepping  down  from  the  top  leadership 
post. 

After  all  these  years,  he  said,  very 
little  has  improved  in  the  four  areas  of 


A  TM/UMR  analysis 


Good  News’  major  efforts:  (1) 
increasing  the  number  of  “evangelical” 
missionaries  sent  by  the  church;  (2) 
adding  “evangelical”  professors  to 
seminary  faculties;  (3)  changing  the 
“liberal”  direction  of  United  Methodist 
Women  literature;  and  (4)  creating  a 
UM  church  school  curriculum  that  is 
"evangelical.” 

“Evangelical”  can  be  defined  in 
different  ways,  depending  on  who  is 
talking.  Good  News  uses  the  term  to 
describe  what  it  calls  an  orthodox  view  of 
scripture  as  set  forth  in  its  Junaluska 
Affirmation  of  1975  which  it  claims  is 
true  to  the  theology  of  John  Wesley. 

Relying  .solely  on  Good  News 
publications,  one  would  conclude  that  the 
agencies  of  the  general  church  have  no 
“evangelical”  programs. 

But  much  about  the  church  growth 
movement,  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
the  Upper  Room  does  match  what  Good 
News  is  striving  for,  acknowledged  the 
Rev.  James  Heidinger  II,  a  Good  News 
board  member  since  1975,  who  was 
elected  last  week  as  the  new  executive 
director  to  replace  Mr.  Keysor. 

Diane  Knippers,  associate  executive 
secretary  of  Good  News,  explained  that 
stories  about  those  haven’t  been  likely  to 
appear  in  the  magazine  because  the 
caucus  has  felt  its  job  is  to  spotlight 
deficiencies. 

For  example.  Good  News  last  summer 
passed  a  resolution  strongly  supporting 
the  missional  priority  on  strengthening 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church.  But  the 
organization’s  publications  have  said 
little  about  the  priority. 

“If  we  look  at  an  area  and  see  the 
church  is  doing  a  good  job  in  this,  then  we 
haven’t  seen  much  need  for  the  caucus  to 
stand  up  and  scream  and  holler,”  Ms. 
Knippers  said. 

“To  justify  your  existence  at  the 
beginning,  a  group  has  to  stress  the 
differences,”  Dr.  Heidinger  said.  “Good 
News  no  longer  has  to  defend  its 
existence.  We  no  longer  have  to  shout  to 
be  heard.” 

Some  observers  said  Mr.  Keysor  may 
have  been  the  perfect  choice  to  found  and 
build  Good  News  but  not  the  one  to  lead  it 
after  it  reached  maturity.  He  denied 
that.  But  he  did  say  that  others  in  Good 
News  are  more  optimistic  about  the 
denomination’s  future  than  he  is. 

Individual  success  noted 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Maybray,  head  of  Good 
News’  Evangelical  Missions  Council, 
said  publicity  about  the  jousts  with 
general  agencies  has  distorted  the  basic 
impact  of  the  organization. 

“I  spend  90  percent  of  my  time  on  the 
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The  butterfly  soaring  free  from  his  dark 
cocoon  reminds  us  of  the  rapidly 
approaching  Easter  season,  highlight  of 
the  Christian  year.  Planning  ahead  now  for 
the  upcoming  Lent-Easter  season  will  help 
you  organize  programs  and  activities  for  this 
busy  time. 

The  recent  Easter  packet  you  received 
contains  samples  of  bulletins  to 
emphasize  the  celebration  of  Easter, 
The  Sanctuary  for  Lent,  a  new  devotional 
booklet  to  help  members  prepare  day-by-day 
for  the  miracle  of  the  Resurrection,  and  other 
resources  to  help  make  this  year’s  celebration 
the  most  meaningful  ever. 

Look  over  the  Easter  packet  contents, 
choose  the  resources  that  suit  your 
group’s  needs,  then  order  supplies 
from  your  nearest  Cokesbury  Regional 
Service  Center. 

Cokesbury 

ORDER  ERO*  THt  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA 

1910  Mam  Si  PO  8o«  298  5W  »  Groca  PO  8oi  27471  1661  No<1f>  Northwaal  Mwy 

Oallaa.  TX  75221  Richmond  VA  23261  Pan  RxJao  ll  60066 

1600  OuMrt  Anna  Road  201  EigMli  Avanua.  Soulh  1635  Ad  dan  Road 
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road,  helping  local  churches  develop  a 
stronger  mission  consciousness,”  he 
said.  “We  haven’t  seen  improvements  in 
policy  and  program  at  the  general  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  but  local  churches 
are  improving  considerably  in  mission 
concerns.  This  is  the  best  place  for 
change.” 

Mr.  Keysor  concurs  that  the  number  of 
individuals  who  have  found  spiritual 
nourishment  through  Good  News  makes 
the  effort  a  success. 

Pastors  and  lay  persons  with  an 
“evangelical”  orientation  felt  frustrated 
back  in  1966,  Dr.  Heidinger  said.  “They 
felt  no  one  in  the  denomination  really 
understood  them  or  spoke  for  them.” 

With  the  creation  of  Good  News,  they 
had  a  group  to  which  they  could  belong 
which  represented  their  theological 
views,  he  said;  “It  was  a  very  healthy 
fellowship  for  their  personal  growth  and 
pastoral  careers.” 

Dr.  Heidinger  conceded  that  the 
primary  goal  of  Good  News  has  not  been 
to  strengthen  the  denomination.  As  the 
years  have  passed,  however,  Good  News’ 
efforts  to  spread  orthodox  theology  also 
have  aided  the  UMC  in  terms  of 
membership  and  financial  resources,  Dr. 
Heidinger  said. 

Disagreeing  strongly  is  the  Methodist 
Federation’s  Mr.  McClain:  “I  think  Good 
News  may  have  caused  people  to  think 
about  leaving  the  denomination  who 
hadn’t  thought  about  it  before.” 

The  spiritual  growth  among  its 
members  in  itself  strengthens  the 
denomination,  Good  News  claims. 

Bishop  Nichols  agreed:  “They  have 
called  the  church  to  a  greater  emphasis 
on  evangelism  ...  all  this  was  in  order, 
in  the  name  of  balance.”  People  realized 
that  the  continuing  membership  losses 
were  a  symptom  that  the  UMC  was  not 
making  the  Gospel  attractive  enough,  he 
said. 

There  is  much  more  of  an  evangelical, 
spiritual  emphasis  today  throughout  the 
UMC,  Bishop  Nichols  said.  “Good  News 
can’t  claim  credit  for  all  that.”  And  it 
doesn’t. 

Us  vs.  them  divisiveness 

Calling  people  to  stand  up  as  its  kind  of 
“evangelical",  Good  News  creates  un¬ 
necessary  dissension,  its  critics  say. 

Good  News’  involvement  with  missions 
provides  an  example.  Its  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC)  has  attacked 
the  denomination’s  mission  arm  for 
years  because  it  is  sending  out  an  ever- 
dwindling  number  of  missionaries.  It 
also  has  been  concerned  that  some  of  the 
mission  projects  may  be  based  on  social 
goals  without  an  underlying  commitment 
to  evangelism. 

So  the  EMC  has  asked  UM 
missionaries  to  sign  cards  saying  they 
are  in  agreement  with  Good  News’ 
understanding  of  evangelical  missions. 
Good  News  then  asks  United  Methodists 
to  direct  their  contributions  to  the 
missionaries  on  that  list. 

Some  300  of  around  1,000  missionaries 
have  placed  themselves  on  the  EMC  list. 

“I  called  that  divisive,”  said  Bishop 
Nichols,  who  is  vice  president  of  the 
World  Division  of  the  mission  board. 

“My  experience  is  that  the  list  has 
caused  embarrassment  to  missionaries 
on  the  list  and  off,”  said  Avery 


Uplifting  or  Divisive 
Force  in  Denomination? 


After  15  years  of  activities,  the  Good  News  caucus  generates  considerable  feelings 
about  whether  it  has  strengthened  or  weakened  the  denomination.  The  caucus  has  its 
broadest  outreach  through  its  publications.  Circulation  is  21,000  for  Good  News 
magazine,  20,000  for  the  Candle  newsletter  for  women,  5,000  for  the  Catalyst 
newsletter  for  seminarians  and  3,800  for  the  missions  newsletter. 
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Manchester,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Office  of  Missionary  Personnel.  The  list 
creates  an  arbitrary  distinction  among 
missionaries,  he  said,  and  many  of  the 
people  not  on  the  list  consider  themselves 
in  agreement  with  Good  News’  criteria 
but  feel  it  would  be  divisive  to  sign  the 
card. 

If  the  perception  is  that  Good  News 
believes  anybody  not  standing  with  it  is 
against  it,  it  is  a  false  one,  the 
organization’s  leaders  said. 

“There  are  fine  godly  people  in  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,”  Mr. 
Maybray  said.  “I  disagree  with  their 
policies  but  do  not  question  their 
commitment.” 

“I’ve  never  sensed  that  we  felt  people 
not  in  Good  News  aren’t  evangelicals," 
Ms.  Knippers  said.  Good  News  in  the  past 
has  not  had  a  formal  membership  partly 
so  it  wouldn’t  seem  to  be  creating  an  “us 
vs.  them”  division,  she  said. 

Within  the  pluralism  of  the 
denomination,  Good  News  related 
students  seem  to  function  well  on 
seminary  campuses.  Dr.  Richard  Cain, 
president  of  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  and  president  of  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools,  said  he  has  not 
heard  that  Good  News’  criticism  of 
seminaries  and  mailings  to  seminarians 
have  been  divisive  or  created  frictions  on 
any  of  the  campuses. 

“I  don’t  think  it  has  undermined 
support  of  our  seminaries,”  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  H.  Treese,  head  of  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  the 
UMC’s  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee,  which  has  been  a  prime 
target  of  Good  News  criticism,  said  the 
caucus  has  been  included  in  decision 
making  since  1972  when  a  conscious 
attempt  was  made  to  be  more 
representative  of  all  racial,  cultural  and 
theological  segments  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

He  said  Good  News  members  on  the 
committee  have  been  constructive,  not 
divisive. 

Mr.  McClain  of  the  Methodist 
Federation  questioned  if  Good  News 
would  support  pluralism  if  it  ever  should 
be  able  to  take  the  driver’s  seat  of  the 
denomination.  “We  don’t  say  everybody 


has  to  be  in  our  theological  circle,  but 
will  they  try  to  read  out  large  numbers  of 
United  Methodists  by  labeling  us  secular 
humanists?” 

Mr.  Keysor,  who  retains  a  lifetime  seat 
on  the  Good  News  board  of  directors, 
said  he  believes  in  pluralism  —  to  a  point. 
When  it  comes  to  the  theological 
statements  about  God,  Christ,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  scripture,  salvation  and  the 
church  as  found  in  the  Junaluska 
Affirmation,  there  is  no  room  for 
pluralism,  he  said.  At  the  moment,  that 
may  exclude  the  majority  —  or  at  least  a 
sizeable  minority  —  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  members,  he  acknowledged. 

Rechanneling  money 

Mr.  McClain  calls  Good  News  an 
outpost  of  the  New  Religious  Right's 
politics  which  threatens  to  undermine 
support  for  the  UMC’s  programs. 

Good  News  points  to  its  mission  work 
as  proof  that  the  caucus  is  a  great  help  to 
the  denomination.  Local  churches  which 
have  mission  conferences  that  tend  to 
raise  money  for  independent  mission 
organizations  often  invite  Good  News’ 
Mr.  Maybray  to  participate. 

Approximately  $350,000  was  raised  for 
the  UMC  as  a  result  of  his  appeals,  last 
year,  he  said. 

Mr.  Manchester  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  saluted  the  Good  News  effort 
for  “playing  fair  and  scrupulous  in 
raising  money  for  our  advances.  I  have 
no  evidence  that  at  any  time,  Virgil 
Maybray  is  trying  to  pull  money  away 
from  us.” 

On  the  other  hand,  when  people  ask. 
Good  News  helps  them  channel  money  to 
United  Methodists  who  are  missionaries 
sponsored  by  non-United  Methodist 
groups. 

Good  News  is  not  reluctant  to  suggest 
withholding  money  from  various  UMC 
programs,  either,  as  demonstrated  by  an 
article,  “What  Can  I  Do  To  Change  Our 
Church,”  in  the  latest  issue  of  the 
magazine.  Laying  out  a  blueprint,  the 
Rev.  Richard  L.  Dunagin  suggests  that 
the  reader  avoid  giving  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  “pledge  to  missions," 
designating  particular  missions  instead. 

(See  story  on  this  page  about  the  cau¬ 
cus’  new  directions. ) 


Evangelicals 
eye  second 
mission  arm 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

WILMORE,  Ky.  -  A  second,  “bib¬ 
lically  conservative,  evangelical”  mis¬ 
sions  board  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  one  of  the  objectives  approved 
by  the  Good  News  directors  here  last  week. 

Directors  also  approved  founding  of  a 
Good  News  club  or  society  “for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  scriptural 
Christianity  through  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  explained  the  Rev. 
Paul  Morell  of  Dallas. 

Structurally  separate  from  the  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus,  the  "society”  is  for 
those  relating  to  Good  News.  It  is 
expected  to  be  organized  by  the  summer. 

The  Rev.  James  Heidinger  II,  who 
moved  from  vice-chairman  to  chairman 
of  the  Good  News  board  ahead  of 
schedule  last  summer,  was  named  to 
succeed  the  caucus’  founder,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Keysor,  as  executive  secretary. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Walker,  pastor  of 
Pleasant  Mound  UMC  in  Dallas  and  a 
member  of  the  original  Good  News  board, 
became  chairman  during  the  meeting  in 
which  the  directors  approved  a  committee 
report  emphasizing  Good  News’  loyalty  to 
the  denomination. 

Dr.  Morell,  who  chaired  the  “new 
directions"  committee,  explained  that 
the  additional  missions  board  could  open 
up  missions  to  many  United  Methodists 
now  serving  as  missionaries  through 
other  non-UMC  groups,  such  as  the 
Wycliffe  Bible  Translators. 

Precedent  for 
dual  missions 
boards,  one  of 
which  is  “conserva¬ 
tive"  or  “evangeli¬ 
cal,”  he  said,  may 
be  found  among  the 
Northern  Presby- 
Iterians  and  the 
(Episcopalians. 

Dr.  Heidinger  Good  News  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  recommend  the  measure  to  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

The  committee  also  recommended: 

•  Alternative  materials  for  con¬ 
firmation  classes,  Sunday  School  cur¬ 
riculum,  personal  and  small  group  Bible 
studies,  a  hymnbook  “acceptable  to 
evangelicals,”  a  pre-marriage  manual 
and  “evangelistic  seminars” ; 

•  "True  evangelical”  camping  pro¬ 
grams  and  retreats  for  all  ages  and 
workshops  in  every  UMC  district; 

•  Continuing  education  opportunities 
for  pastors  such  as  courses  for  credit  or 
pastors’  schools,  offered  by  Good  News  ; 

•  “Biblically  conservative,  evan¬ 
gelical  scholars"  to  be  included  on  the 
faculties  of  each  United  Methodist 
seminary,  and  UM  institutions  of  higher 
education  be  helped  to  become  “obvious 
communities  of  Christian  discipleship, 
United  Methodist  discipline  and  Chris¬ 
tian  witness”; 

•  The  UM  general  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  balance  its  "current  top¬ 
sided  emphasis  on  social  and  political 
concerns  ...  to  the  neglect  of  a  tradi¬ 
tional  missionary  ministry  dimension” 
and  to  undergo  “major  reform"  to  in¬ 
clude  new  staff  leadership,  and  to  enlarge  its 
missionary  personnel,  putting  a  greater  em¬ 
phasis  on  evangelism  and  church  extension; 


Communities  can  counter  Klan  influence 

Rv  niV'l  ni'K  I .  f:_j .  f 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

UNIONTOWN,  Pa.  —  A  scheduled  Ku  Klux  Klan 
recruitment  rally  for  Fayette  County  put  church 
leaders  on  notice  here  that  action  had  to  be  taken. 

"We  knew  we  couldn’t  keep  them  out,”  said  the 
Rev.  Ed  Hammett,  pastor  of  Calvary  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  “We  also  knew  we  had  to  do  something  to 
impress  on  our  people  that  there  is  a  better  way.” 

Uniontown,  with  a  high  unemployment  rate,  is  like 
dozens  of  other  communities  under  stress  —  typical 
of  situations  the  Klan  takes  advantage  of,  said 
William  Gralnick,  one  of  the  foremost  Klan  watchers 
in  the  country.  (See  TM/UMR,  Jan.  23). 

The  Fayette  County  leaders’  response  to  the  Klan  is 
near  to  being  a  prototype  for  countering  Klan 
influence  in  any  community,  said  Mr.  Gralnick. 

Mr.  Hammett,  who  is  also  president  of  the  Greater 
Uniontown  Clergy  Association,  said  because  of 
passive,  and  even  positive,  attitudes  toward  the  Klan, 
community  leaders  decided  not  to  attack  the  Klan 
directly.  “This  also  cut  down  on  the  amount  of 
publicity  they  would  get,”  he  said. 

Two  weeks  prior  to  the  scheduled  October  Klan 
rally,  the  clergy  association,  in  cooperation  with 
government,  civic  and  educational  leaders, 
sponsored  an  open  forum  on  the  responsibility  all 
citizens  have  in  dealing  with  disruptive  groups  and 


how  communities  must  find  ways  to  live  together  for 
the  good  of  everyone. 

“We  talked  with  local  leaders  and  local  media  in 
advance  so  they  understood  the  objective  and, 
particularly,  that  this  would  not  be  an  anti-Klan 
rally,”  Mr.  Hammett  said.  “They  were  all  very 
cooperative.” 

The  Uniontown  forum  was  held  on  the  Fayette 
County  Campus  of  Pennsylvania  State  University. 
Leaders  from  all  areas  of  the  community  were 
involved  in  the  forum.  “They  shared  insights  as  to 
how  our  area’s  economic  and  social  problems  could 
be  attacked  if  we  all  worked  together,”  Mr.  Hammett 
said. 

“We  had  about  200  serious  people  there,”  he  said. 
“We  also  had  some  media  people  from  outside.  They 
were  real  disappointed  and  gave  us  a  bad  time 
because  we  did  not  talk  about  the  Klan.  But  we  stuck 
with  our  own  plan.” 

The  Uniontown  plan  also  called  for  a  "Love  Rally” 
to  be  held  on  the  courthouse  steps  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  prior  to  the  Klan  rally  at  a  nearby  farm 
that  same  evening. 

“This  got  touchy  when  a  coalition  of  anti-Klan 
groups  out  of  Pittsburgh  told  us  they  were  coming,” 
Mr.  Hammett  said.  Local  leaders  contacted  the 
coalition  and  invited  them  to  send  representatives  to 
participate  in  the  planning  if  they  wanted  to  be  part  of 


the  program.  “We  felt  like  we  could  control  the  input 
by  including  them,”  he  said. 

When  a  coalition  representative  announced  in  a 
planning  session  that  they  planned  a  demonstration 
march,  the  chief  of  police  and  city  officials  just 
explained  the  march  would  not  be  allowed.  “Our 
police  strength  is  not  large  enough  to  cope  with  any 
trouble  such  a  demonstration  might  generate,”  they 
explained. 

The  “Love  Rally,”  with  a  program  similar  to  the 
earlier  forum  offering  “a  better  way,”  attracted 
more  than  600  people  on  a  cold,  rainy  afternoon. 
Press  reports  said  about  250  people  later  attended  the 
Klan  rally. 

Mr.  Hammett  said  the  job  is  not  over  in  Fayette 
County.  “The  Klan  is  still  here  and  I  imagine  they 
will  be,”  he  said.  Another  rally  is  rumored  for  April. 
“We  are  just  trying  to  pursue  the  course  we  laid  out 
for  ourselves.  Wt  have  a  good  community  and  an 
opportunity  if  we  just  keep  working.” 

Community  leaders  are  looking  for  ways  to  relieve 
the  economic  strain,  he  said,  and  education  efforts 
are  continuing. 

“Any  community  can  counteract  the  Klan,”  said 
Mr.  Gralnick.  “The  critical  point  is  that  there  be 
someone  or  some  group  who  will  take  the  lead.” 

He  said  his  group  has  found  Klan  issues  sometimes 
have  to  be  confronted  more  directly. 
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Traveler  tells  of  worsh  ip 
with  Chinese  Christians 


Editor’s  Note:  Opportunities  for 
travelers  in  China  to  share  in 
Christian  worship  are  still  relatively 
rare  because  only  70  church  buildings 
have  been  reopened.  Most  groups  do 
not  happen  to  be  in  a  city  which  has  a 
reopened  church  on  a  Sunday.  The 
Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh,  a  member 
of  the  UMC’s  general  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff  based  in  Dallas,  tells 
here  of  his  group's  opportunity  to 
worship  at  the  Beijing  (Peking) 
Protestant  Christian  Church  as  a 
result  of  an  unexpected  schedule 
change. 

By  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh 
Special  to  TM/UMR 
With  great  anticipation  we  arrived 
at  the  Eastern  District  (Dung  Dan) 
Protestant  Church.  Even  though  we 
were  45  minutes  early  we  found  both 
the  lower  floor  and  upper  floor 
completely  full  of  people  waiting  for 
worship  to  begin. 

Standing  in  the  midst  of  the  crowd,  I 
could  see  that  more  than  600  persons 


were  filling  space  built  to 
accommodate  about  300.  Over  half  the 
congregation  was  under  30-years  old. 
Every  inch  of  the  two-story  building, 
formerly  the  Bible  Society’s  head¬ 
quarters,  was  filled. 

In  the  lower  level  there  were 
loudspeakers  for  people  to  hear  the 
service  from  the  upper-level 
sanctuary.  On  notice-boards  were  the 
hymns  and  Scripture  readings.  On  a 
small  altar  was  a  cross  and  behind  it  a 
picture  of  Christ.  There  were  no 
pictures  of  former  Chairman  Mao 
Tse-tung  or  of  Chairman  Hua  Kuo- 
feng  anywhere  as  is  usually  required 
in  all  public  buildings  in  China. 

We  were  ushered  with  great 
courtesy  up  the  winding  stairway  to 
the  sanctuary,  though  we  protested 
that  we  were  willing  to  stand 
downstairs.  As  we  waited,  there  was  a 
great  feeling  of  joy,  of  spiritual 
oneness,  of  fellowship  and  of  love 
which  made  us  all  feel  very  welcome. 

Three  Chinese  ministers  led  the 


SHANGHAI  —  Eleven  people  are  shown  receiving  the  sacrament  of  baptism  — 
the  first  since  the  Cultural  Revolution  in  1966  —  at  the  Pure  Heart  Protestant 
Church  in  Shanghai,  China.  The  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll  Jr..  China  Liaison  for  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries  China  Program,  recently  led  a  group  of  ex¬ 
patriates  on  a  16-day  study  tour  of  China. 

EWING  CARROLL  JR.  PHOTO 


BEIJING  —  Christians  gather  to 
worship  at  the  Beijing  (Peking) 
Christian  Church  —  one  of  70  churches 
now  reopened. 

KEN  McINTOSH  PHOTO 

service:  The  Rev.  Kan  Shue-Ching, 
Shih  Tse-Sheng  and  Rev.  Ying.  The 
congregation  was  using  the  newly- 
published  New  Testaments  now  being 
printed  in  Shanghai  —  since  last 
Easter.  The  hymnals,  in  both  Chinese 
and  English,  were  printed  in  Beijing. 
The  singing  was  full  and  joyous,  as 
though  the  worshipers  wanted 
everyone  to  know  that,  at  last,  after 
more  than  20  years  they  were  able  to 
worship  openly.  The  oldest  of  the 
ministers,  Mr.  Ying,  preached  a 
stirring  sermon  on  “Discipleship.” 

The  baptism  by  sprinkling  of  36  new 
members  —  29  of  them  under  30  years 
of  age  —  was  the  high  point  of  the 
service.  After  baptism  the  new 
members  took  communion  as  their 
first  act  of  membership.  The  Sunday 
before,  we  were  told,  34  others  had 
been  baptized  by  immersion  at  the 
newly -opened  Western  District  (Syi 
Dan)  Church. 

All  about  us  there  was  a  feeling  of 
deep  spiritual  love  and  of  sincere  and 
joyous  congregational  participation. 
As  we  prepared  to  leave  members 
grasped  our  hands  and  said  in  Chinese 
(and  a  few  in  English):  “God  bless 
you,  thank  you  for  being  with  us. 
Please  tell  our  American  friends  that 
we  have  been  praying  for  them  all 
these  years.  Now  we  can  all  worship 
and  pray  together.” 


Local  church  evangelists  honored 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Awards  for 
outstanding  work  in  local  church 
evangelism  honoring  the  late  Harry 
Denman,  United  Methodist  evangelism 
leader,  are  being  given  this  month  to  the 
pastor  of  the  denomination’s  largest 
congregation  and  to  a  layman  in 
Virginia. 

Charles  L.  Allen,  pastor  of  the  12,000- 
member  First  UMC  in  Houston,  received 
his  award  during  Sunday  morning  ser¬ 
vices  Jan.  18,  and  Robert  B.  Carpenter 
Jr.,  a  member  of  Lane  Memorial  UMC  in 
Altavista,  Va.,  received  his  award  during 
Sunday  morning  services  Jan.  25. 

The  two  men  are  the  first  to  receive  the 
national  awards  from  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  for  Evangelism. 

Dr.  Allen  is  a  popular  radio  and 


television  preacher  and  author  of  more 
than  20  books.  A  native  of  Georgia,  Dr. 
Allen  was  once  described  by  Time 
magazine:  “The  success  story  of  Charles 
L.  Allen  is  not  the  result  of  rafter-ringing 
oratory.  He  speaks  simply,  seldom  raises 
his  voice  and  uses  few  gestures.  He 
emphasizes  Christian  daily  living  and 
prayer.  He  is  inclined  to  say  simply, 
‘You’ll  be  happier  if  you  live  this  way.’  ” 
Mr.  Carpenter  is  described  by  his 
pastor,  Donald  E.  Carlton,  as  a  man 
“who  has  gone  all  out  to  get  the  laity 
involved  in  the  life  of  the  church.”  As 
new  lay  leader  for  the  Virginia 
Conference,  Mr.  Carpenter  has  attended 
18  district  conferences  urging  laypersons 
to  use  their  gifts  and  talents  for  the 


church.  He  helped  institute  a  visitation 
team  in  his  local  church,  headed  up  a 
successful  community-wide  evangelistic 
crusade,  and  worked  throughout  the 
conference  on  a  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction-sponsored  “Proclaim  the 
Word”  evangelistic  effort.  As  a  certified 
lay  speaker,  he  is  in  demand  at  churches 
throughout  the  Lynchburg  District. 

A  construction  executive,  Mr. 
Carpenter  served  during  the  last 
quadrennium  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  and  this  quadrennium  is 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Communication  (United 
Methodist  Communications ) . 


NEW  TAX  RULING 
HITS  CLERGY  HARD 

A  recent  ruling  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  now  forbids  cler¬ 
gy  to  use  Schedule  C  when  filing 
their  income  tax  returns.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this  decision  could  cost  a 
clergyperson  $100  or  more  in 
extra  taxes. 

HOWEVER  .  .  . 

...  we  believe  we  have  found 
a  perfectly  legal  way,  consistent 
with  the  new  IRS  ruling,  for  UM 
Clergy  to  retain  most  of  the  same 
tax  benefits  they  had  previously. 
We  offer  this  to  you  on  a  no-risk 
basis. 

For  more  information  on  this 
novel  method  of  filing  your  tax 
return,  send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  long  envelope  to: 

Kodiak  Enterprises 

P.  O.  Box  6196 

Big  Bear  Lake,  CA  92315 


the  church  today 


Congress  may  probe 
pastor’s  Klan  threats 

CHARLESTOWN,  W.  Va.  (RNS)  — 
Ku  Klux  Klan  threats  against  the  life  of 
a  United  Methodist  minister  have  prompted 
an  investigation  by  state  police  and  raised 
the  possibility  of  Congressional  hearings  on 
the  activities  of  the  resurgent  white  supre¬ 
macist  group. 

The  incident  involved  the  Rev.  Michael 
Curry  who  requested  and  received  a  trans- 


FULL  TIME  YOUTH -ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR1 

needed  at  once  Must  be  experienced  and  trained. 
Good  salary  and  working  conditions.  Send  resume 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  577, 
Carthage.  TX  75633  or  phone  (214  )  693-5227  or  693- 
3459 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  (full  time)  and 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  (half  time)  Job 
descriptions  available.  Send  resumes  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  915  Second  Avenue,  Fairbanks, 
Alaska  99701,  before  February  1, 1981. 


WANTED:  Education  Director  at  Key  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  Emphasis  on  children  and  youth. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  901  East  Houston, 
Sherman.  TX  75090.  1 214  >  892-9162 


Recommended  Reading  for  the  Lenten  Season 


At  Your  Favorite  Bookseller 


CALLED  TO  BE  is  intended  for  laity  and  clergy 
alike  who  are  studying  "The  Sermon  on  the 
Mount ",  it  amplifies,  interprets,  and  applies 
Matthew  5,  6.  and  7  in  a  clear,  easy-to-follow 
style.  It  serves  as  on  excellent  handbook  for 
spiritual  growth  as  well  as  homileticol  helps  by 
presenting  20  models  that  are  called  to  be. 

"The  sermons  in  CALLED  TO  BE  are  excellent 
—  and  I  heartily  commend  you  on  your  excellent 
craftsmanship  and  focus.  1  will  also  commend 
them  to  my  students." 

James  Earl  Massey.  Speaker  on  the  Christian 
Brotherhood  Hour  and  internationally-known 
preacher  and  teacher 

"Your  sermons  in  CALLED  TO  BE  have  been 
very  helpful  to  me  personally,  and  also  as 
excellent  models  of  good,  contemporary,  bible 
preaching." 

William  D.  Thompson,  Editor 
of  Abingdon  Preacher's  Library  and  noted 
Professor  of  Preaching 

$4.50  — Quality  Paperback 

CSS  Publishing  Company 
Or  628  South  Ma  in  Street 
Lima,  Ohio  45804 


fer  from  his  pastorate  of  four  small 
churches  in  northern  West  Virginia  fol¬ 
lowing  repeated  threats  and  harassment 
( see  TM/UMR,  Jan.  16. ) 

Representative  Peter  A.  Peyser  (D-N.Y.) 
submitted  a  deposition  from  Mr.  Curry  to 
House  Judiciary  Committee,  arguing  that 
the  incidents  in  West  Virginia  pointed  out 
“the  long  overdue  need  to  fully  investigate 
the  Klan’s  activities  and  hold  federal  in¬ 
vestigations  on  the  matter.” 

1980  report  on  church 
giving  shows  increase 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  More  than 
$73.6  million,  a  record,  was  given  by 
United  Methodists  in  1980  to  support  the 
world-wide  benevolence  and  administra¬ 
tive  funds  of  their  denomination. 

The  1980  figure  is  1.55  percent  above 
the  1979  total,  according  to  a  Jan.  23 
report  released  here  by  the  church’s 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Not  included  in  this  report  is  more  than 
$1.5  billion  expended  at  local  and 
regionaLlevels. 

Largest  single  item  among  the  funds 
was  $23.6  million  for  World  Service,  the 
UMC’s  basic  program  fund. 

The  largest  single  increase  in  1980  was 
$2.4  million  given  for  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  an  increase  of  17.5  percent. 

Almost  $21  million  was  given  through 
the  voluntary,  "second-mile”  Advance 
Specials  program. 

The  general  secretary  noted  the  1.55 
percent  increase  “does  not  begin  to  keep 
up  with  the  12  percent  inflation  rate 
reported  in  the  nation’s  economy.” 

Futurist  urges  churches  to 
master  spending  fear 

PORTLAND,  Maine  (RNS)  - 
Churches  must  overcome  their  reluc¬ 
tance  about  the  deficit  spending  which 
leads  to  delaying  projects,  church 
futurist  Lyle  E.  Schaller  recently  told 
Congregational  Church  leaders  from 
four  states. 

“Rather  than  waiting  until  fund¬ 
raising  can  catch  up,  it’s  all  right  to 
borrow  today’s  dollars  and  pay  them 
back  with  tomorrow’s  cheaper  dollars,” 
he  declared. 


F amily  definition  rapped 

UMC  resolution  called  vague ,  too  broad 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodists  do 
not  have  a  good  definition  of  “Christian 
family”  to  counter  the  narrow 
statements  of  the  “pro-family” 
movement,  a  group  of  the 
denomination’s  theologians  and 
counselors  agreed  here  last  week. 

Hoping  to  steer  a  course  between  an 
“idolatrous,”  narrow  view  of  the  family 
and  those  who  think  “family”  can 
include  almost  any  relationship,  the 
teachers  and  marriage  guidance 
counselors  here  offered  their  reflections 
to  the  UMC’s  Family  Life  Committee  in 
the  hope  that  a  better  definition  will 
result,  according  to  the  Rev.  Richard 
Hunt,  a  professor  at  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

“There  is  no  single  model  for  family 
life  given  in  the  Bible,”  said  Dr.  Hunt. 
"God  created  persons;  the  family  is  a 
human  institution  developed  in  response 
to  human  need.  We  must  not  idolatrize 
the  family.” 

“The  problem  is  the  tendency  to  want 
to  use  ‘family’  as  a  blanket  term  for 
every  good  relationship  we  have,”  said 
Dr.  Charles  Wood,  a  professor  of 
theology  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas.  He  said  he  found  the  UMC’s 
statement  on  the  family  “fairly  vague 
and  meaningless.” 

Dr.  Wood  was  one  of  three  theologians 
invited  to  present  papers  on  the  subject 
of  “the  family  as  covenant  in  the 


household  of  faith”  to  a  gathering  of 
seminary  faculty  members  who  deal 
with  marriage  and  family  as  weU  as 
professors  of  theology  and  pastoral 
counselors.  The  forum  format  is 
sponsored  by  the  UMC’s  Family  Life 
Committee  annually . 

An  official  UMC  resolution  defines 
family  as  “the  basic  relationship  through 
which  individuals  claim  their  sense  of 
identity  and  self-worth  and  learn  mutual 
love,  respect,  fidelity  and 
responsibility.” 

“Not  every  relationship  which 
manifests  some  of  the  functions  of  a 
family  is  necessarily  a  family,  any  more 
than  any  relationship  which  has  some  of 
the  features  of  marriage  is  a  marriage,” 
said  Dr.  Wood. 

Dr.  Wood  said  part  of  the  difficulty  is 
that  in  contrast  to  marriage,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  theological  reflection 
for  centuries,  “family”  has  not  received 
very  much  theological  attention.  He  said 
the  renowned  theologian  Karl  Barth  had 
said  the  concept  of  “family”  is  not 
helpful;  that  all  that  mattered  were 
relationships  between  husband  and  wife, 
parent  and  child,  child  with  child. 

But,  Dr.  Wood  said,  “we  use  the  word 
all  the  time.  It  would  be  helpful  if  we 
knew  what  we  meant.  ” 

The  church  must  tell  the  family  who  it 
is,  said  the  Rev.  William  H.  Willimon  of 
Greenville,  S.C.  “If  we  let  our  society  at 
large,  or  our  economic  institutions,  or 
our  government  tell  the  family  what  it  is 


to  be,  there  is  little  possibility  that, 
whatever  it  becomes,  it  will  be 
Christian,”  said  Dr.  Willimon  who  is 
pastor  of  Northside  UMC  and  adjunct 
professor  at  Duke  University  Divinity 
School. 

He  said  Christians  can  learn  what  it 
means  to  be  part  of  any  other  human 
community  —  including  marriage  and 
the  family  —  through  the  community  of 
faith  and  through  the  demands,  visions 
and  expectations  Christ  placed  upon  the 
church. 

Dr.  Willimon  said  that  in  the  larger 
family  of  God,  “people  are  valued  not  on 
the  basis  of  what  they  can  do  but  on  the 
basis  of  what  God  in  Christ  has  done  for 
them.  In  the  church,  we  live  by  story  and 
vision,  by  covenant  and  sacrifice  — 
never  by  contract.  Authority  comes,  not 
from  who  has  the  most  power,  but  rather 
to  whom  is  given  authority  by  the  church, 
who  helps  the  rest  of  us  see  truth  and 
show  love.” 

Dr.  William  A.  Beardslee  of  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta  said  it  would  be  “no 
small  contribution”  if  the  church  would 
keep  alive  a  vision  of  marriage  as  a  life¬ 
long  commitment.  But,  he  said,  the 
notion  of  a  contract  may  not  be  an 
adequate  model  for  a  Christian  family. 

“What  is  most  distinctive  about  the 
New  Testament  message  is  not  its 
specific  ethical  standards,  but  its  faith 
that  ethical  failures  can  be  and  are 
forgiven.” 


Appalachian  bishop  says 


Spiritual  needs  get  short  shrift 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BARBOURVILLE,  •  Ky.  -  While 
Bishop  John  Warman  believes  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  done  a  good  job  of 
ministering  to  the  physical  needs  of  the 
people  of  Appalachia,  he  is  worried  that 
too  little  time  has  been  spent  in  parish 
development  and  ministering  to  their 
spiritual  needs. 

“The  issues  take  up  so  much  of  our 
time.  We  are  so  concerned  about  the 
physical  needs  of  the  region,  we  forget 
about  the  spiritual  needs  of  its  people,” 
he  told  TM/UMR. 

Alluding  to  the  region’s  reputation  for 
producing  moonshine,  he  said:  “Too 
often  we’ve  let  them  be  content  with  the 
community  around  the  fruit  jar.” 

The  church  should  engage  more  in 
parish  development  so  that 
Appalachians  might  have  more  local 
churches  near  their  homes  for  fellowship 
and  as  “communities  of  faith,”  said 
Bishop  Warman,  who  grew  up  in  the 
region. 

He  said  local  churches  help  provide  a 
community  identity  due  to  the  absence  of 
nearby  schools  or  post  offices  which 
might  otherwise  provide  a  sense  of 
community. 

Church  makes  a  community 

The  local  church  “is  the  one  thing  left 
to  them  that  makes  them  a  community,” 
Bishop  Warman  explained. 

He  was  here  this  month  as  a 
participant  in  Appalachian  Assembly  IV 
during  which  United  Methodist  workers 
gathered  to  discuss  the  problems  in  the 
area  which  their  programs  address,  such 
as  improving  educational  levels,  health 
services  and  economic  and  labor 
conditions  for  the  people  who  live  in  the 
region  (see  TM/UMR  Jan.  23). 

A  high  percentage  of  the  people  in 
Appalachia  are  not  part  of  any  church. 
Some  estimates  suggest  only  20  to  35 
percent  of  the  people  are  church 
members. 

Bishop  Warman  would  like  to  see  a 
"corps  of  evangelists  rise  up”  from  the 
region  to  minister  to  their  own  people. 

“I  think  we  would  have  done  more  for 
Appalachia  (then)  than  we  have  ever 
done  so  far.  God  works  through 
communities  of  faith,  not  just 
individuals,”  he  said.  He  would  also 
like  to  see  more  time  spent  on  renewing 

Groups  join 
to  fight  TV  sex, 
video  violence 

TUPELO,  Miss.  (RNS)  - 
Conservative  Christian  activist  groups, 
including  the  Moral  Majority  and  the 
National  Federation  for  Decency,  have 
formed  a  coalition  to  combat  violent  and 
sexually  suggestive  television  programs 
and  commercials. 

Under  the  banner  of  a  newly  formed 
Coalition  for  Better  TV,  an  estimated  100 
national  and  local  church  groups  plan  to 
recruit  about  one  million  volunteers 
nationwide  to  monitor  levels  of  sex, 
violence  and  profanity  on  television.  The 
coalition  will  then  publish  the  survey 
results  in  the  hope  of  influencing  the 
companies  and  ad  agencies  responsible 
for  the  offensive  material. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  the  United 
Methodist  minister  who  founded  the 
organization,  said  Americans  are  “ready 
to  rebel”  over  the  drastic  increase  of 
sexual  explicitness,  profanity  and 
violence  on  television  in  recent  years. 

Cal  Thomas,  a  vice-president  of  the 
Lynchburg,  Va. -based  Moral  Majority, 
explained  the  new  campaign  this  way : 

"We  believe  that  networks  have  the 
right  to  spend  money  where  they  want  to, 
that  advertisers  have  the  right  to  spend 
money  where  they  want  to  and  that 
consumers  have  the  right  to  spend 
money  where  they  want  to.  ” 


old  United  Methodist  congregations 
which  may  have  been  consolidated  into 
one  local  church  —  sometimes  over  the 
protests  of  their  members  —  in  the  past. 

Bishop  Warman,  expressing  a  concern 
shared  by  others  at  the  quadrennial 
assembly,  said  the  problems  of 
ministering  to  the  needs  of  the 
Appalachians  are  not  helped  by  what 
appears  to  be  the  continued  preoccupation 
with  urban  problems  by  United 
Methodist  general  boards  and  agencies. 

This  tendency,  he  said  also,  is  apparent 
in  the  National  Division  of  ,  the 
denomination’s  mission  arm  under 
whose  jurisdiction  many  of  the  region's 
programs  fall. 

Problems  reach  urban  areas 

“They  have  trouble  seeing  the 
relevance  of  this  white  minority  in 
Appalachia,”  he  said  of  the  National 
Division. 

Bishop  Warman  said,  however,  that 
many  of  the  urban  problems  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  general  church 
agencies  actually  have  their  origins  in 
Appalachia. 

Driven  by  the  intense  poverty  of  the 
region,  “Appalachian  people  go  into  the 
city.  They  are  family-oriented.  They 
band  together  —  and  they  make  their 
own  ghettos,”  he  explained. 


“Poor  whites  in  the  city  and  poor 
blacks  —  both  groups  angry  and 
frustrated  —  tend  to  take  it  out  on  each 
other,”  he  said.  “Violence  doesn’t  bear  a 
race  label  —  it  bears  a  poverty  label." 

The  racial  hatred  that  may  be  found 
among  white  Appalachians,  regardless 
of  where  they  live,  “is  the  kind  that 
makes  groups  like  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
seem  acceptable,”  Bishop  Warman 
explained. 

The  Appalachian’s  brand  of  racism  — 
actually  may  have  had  its  origins,  not  in 
racial  conflict,  but  in  labor  disputes 
years  ago  between  workers  and  coal 
mine  operators. 

“In  Appalachia’s  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania  for  example,  the  basic 
black  population  was  brought  in  by  the 
coal  mine  companies  as  strike  breakers, 
as  ‘scabs,’  ”  Bishop  Warman,  the  son  of 
a  coal  miner,  said. 

“The  companies  brought  iq  the 
biggest,  the  meanest,  the  toughest  men 
they  could  find,”  he  added.  “They  were 
brought  in  to  work  in  the  mines  —  and 
then  were  laid  off  when  the  strike 
ended.” 

Bishop  Warman  said  that  since  then 
the  separation  between  the  two  races  has 
been  so  great,  that  they  know  of  each 
other  through  stereotypes. 


Korean  given  life  sentence 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON  —  Commutation  of 
South  Korean  dissident  Kim  Dae  Jung’s 
death  sentence  to  life  imprisonment  last 
week  brought  a  guarded  though 
favorable  response  from  two  United 
Methodists  in  the  North  American  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Human  Rights  in  Korea. 

According  to  coalition  director,  the 
Rev.  Pharis  Harvey,  South  Korean 
President  Chun  Doo  Hwan  commuted 
Kim  Dae  Jung’s  sentence  after  his 
country’s  supreme  court  reaffirmed  the 
Catholic  dissident’s  death  sentence. 

“We  are  deeply  saddened  by  the 
supreme  court’s  confirmation  of  the 
death  sentence  of  South  Korea’s  most 
prominent  and  popular  democratic 
leader,  when  no  acceptable  evidence  was 
ever  brought  forward  to  convict  him,” 
Peggy  Billings,  a  United  Methodist 


Women’s  Division  staff  executive  and 
chairperson  of  the  coalition,  said. 

“U.S.  foreign  policy,  as  well  as  South 
Korean  justice,  has  been  on  trial  in  Seoul. 
If  Mr.  Kim  had  been  executed,  three 
decades  of  amicable  ties  between  the 
U.S.  and  the  South  Korean  peoples  would 
surely  end  soon  after,”  she  added. 

“Kim  Dae  Jung  remains  in  danger  so 
long  as  he  remains  in  incarceration.  The 
danger  of  some  sort  of  accident  while  he 
is  in  prison  remains,”  Mr.  Harvey  said, 
explaining  that  some  in  the  Korean 
military  see  him  as  a  threat  as  long  as  he 
lives. 

Mr.  Harvey  said  commutation  of  Mr. 
Kim's  death  sentence  may  have  been 
part  of  a  deal  made  between  representa¬ 
tives  of  President  Reagan  and  the  South 
Korean  president  in  discussions  the  two 
groups  had  in  the  U.S.  last  December. 


“A  Better  Lifestyle” 

A  Better  Way  of  Life  for 
People  58  and  Older 

As  you  approached  retirement,  you  were 
looking  forward  to  those  "golden  years.” 
You  just  knew  they  were  going  to  be  the 
best  years  of  your  life,  but  now  you  find 
that  you’re  tied  down  to  more  house  and 
yard  than  you  need  or  want,  you're 
concerned  about  your  future  health,  and 
you're  working  and  worrying  every  bit  as 
much  as  you  used  to. 

At  McKendree  Manor  Towers,  we  have 
the  answer  to  your  problem.  We  call  it 
"The  Better  Lifestyle."  It’s  abetter  way  to 
live  and  an  opportunity  to  be  free  to  do  all 
the  things  you  never  had  the  time  for.  It’s 
your  chance  to  make  the  "golden  years" 
really  be  the  best  years  of  your  life. 

Call  or  wrire  today — (615)  889-6990. 


McKendree  Manor  Towers,  4343 
Lebanon  Road,  Hermitage,  TN  37076. 
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lal  Assembly 


Ecumenical  body  opposes 
capital  punishment 


A  resolution  which  strongly  opposed 
capital  punishment  was  adopted  by 
delegates  to  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  in  its  Annual  Assembly  in 
Lafayette. 

The  delegates  pointed  out  that  capital 
punishment  has  often  been  administered 
unfairly  in  this  country  ;  and  that  it  has 
usually  been  the  lot  of  the  poor,  the 
uneducated,  the  powerless,  the 
minorities  —  “those  who  cannot  afford  to 
muster  good  legal  defense  or  public 
sympathy;”  and  that  courts  have  also 
made  mistakes  which  were  discovered 
when  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  them. 

The  resolution  declared  “we  do  not 
believe  that  the  taking  of  human  life  is 
the  answer  to  the  crime  of  murder  or 
other  violent  acts.  It  is  our  contention 
that  we  thereby  cheapen  life  and  lessen 
all  of  society’s  respect  for  life.” 

“We  recognize  the  need  for  legal 
sanctions  that  have  correction  and 
rehabilitation  as  their  aim.  We  support 
those  programs  whereby  offenders 
through  constructive  work  can  make 
some  form  of  restitution  to  the  victims  of 
crime,  their  families,  or  society  at  large. 
We  further  uphold  the  necessity  of 
detaining  dangerous  persons  in 
maximum  security  lest  they  be  a  menace 
to  the  community.  We  do  not,  however, 
subscribe  to  capital  punishment  as  a 
solution  to  the  problem  of  crime.” 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
is  the  state-wide  cooperative  work  of 
twenty-one  church  groups.  The  assembly 
is  composed  of  the  Bishops,  other 
judicatory  heads,  and  lay  and  clergy 
delegates.  The  resolution  was  presented 
by  Fr.  Bob  Guste  of  New  Orleans,  who 
had  chaired  a  study  committee  for 
approximately  two  years  on  the  issue  of 
the  death  penalty.  After  making  several 


changes  and  an  hour  of  discussion  and 
debate,  the  Assembly  approved  the 
resolution. 

In  other  business,  the  Assembly  heard 
a  report  by  John  Noland,  attorney, 
stating  that  a  participatory  agreement 
between  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  and  the  State  of  Louisiana 
has  been  agreed  upon  for  the  building  of 
a  chapel  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary  at  Angola.  The  churches  of 
the  state  have  raised  $300,000  for  the 
building  of  the  chapel.  The  participatory 
agreement  calls  for  the  churches  to 
present  the  money  to  the  state  as  a  gift 
and  the  state,  in  turn,  will  contract  for 
the  building  of  the  chapel.  The  recent 
special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Legislature  approved  a  sum  of  $120,000 
for  the  building  of  the  chapel. 

Sr.  Mary  Anne  Owens  of  Lafayette, 
chairperson  of  the  Task  Force  on  Prison 
Reform,  presented  a  resolution  to  the 
Assembly  calling  upon  the  churches  of 
the  state  to  study  the  juvenile  justice 
system  and  to  work  together  in 
promoting  a  more  just  and  equitable 
system.  This  report  was  adopted  as  a 
major  concern  for  the  future. 

Bishop  Stanley  Ott,  chairperson  of  the 
Task  Force  on  Faith  and  Order,  stated 
that  the  unilateral  dialogue  between 
Catholics  and  Baptists,  Lutherans  and 
United  Methodists,  Disciples  and 
Catholics,  and  other  denominational 
groups  is  the  frontier  of  ecumenical  work 
at  the  present  time.  It  was  decided  that  a 
program  would  be  presented  at  the 
September  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  concerning  these  dialogues. 

The  Assembly  also  heard  from  Paul 
Kramer,  the  Southwest  Director  for 
Prison  Fellowship,  and  Jesse  Clements 
of  New  Orleans,  a  member  of  the 


Each  year  ministers  of  the  conference  bring  their  annual  reports  to 
district  meetings  to  be  checked  and  corrected.  You  can  tell  by  the  intense 
concentration  on  the  above  faces,  that  is  is  a  serious  occasion. 
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Appointment 
changes  made 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has 
announced  the  following  changes  in 
appointments  effective  February  1, 
1981. 

Donald  K.  McDowell  .  .  .  Director 
of  Church  Relations,  Centenary 
College 

M.  Eugene  Finnell  ...  St. 
Timothy-on-the-North  Shore 

Hulen  C.  Warren  .  .  .  North  Baton 
Rouge 

The  Conference  Director  of 
Program  has  announced  that  Mrs. 
Kathi  Finnell,  wife  of  Rev.  Finnell, 
will  continue  as  Conference  Youth 
Director,  until  June. 


In  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  Annual 
Assembly  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  is 
shown  presenting  Mr.  John  Noland, 
left,  who  stated  that  a  participatory 
agreement  between  LIC  and  the  state  of 
Louisiana  has  been  agreed  upon  the 
building  of  a  chapel  at  Angola . 


Institute  of  Cultural  Affairs. 

Bishop  James  B.  Brown,  Episcopal 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Louisiana  and 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  presided  at  the  meeting. 

An  ecumenical  worship  service  was 
held  at  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  The 
Evangelist  in  the  evening.  Bishops  and 
church  leaders  from  ten  denominations 
participated  in  the  service.  The  guest 
speaker  was  Bishop  Frank  C. 
Cummings,  presiding  Bishop  of  the  Eight 
Episcopal  Districts  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Music  for 
the  service  was  provided  by  the  Chorale 
Acadienne. 

A  Workshop  on  the  Healthy  Family 
was  held  the  following  morning  with  Dr. 
Jerry  Lewis  of  Dallas  as  the  leader. 


Bridge-  buildin  g : 
burden  of  action 


“The  burden  of  action  —  of  bridge- 
building  —  is  upon  us,”  Bill  Lane  Doulos 
writes  in  Cotton  Patch  Parables  of 
Liberation.  "We  must  find  ways  to 
dispossess  ourselves  of  whatever 
separates  us  from  the  least  of  our 
international  brothers  and  sisters  .  .  . 
The  gulf  beween  ourselves  and  the  poor 
is  the  gulf  between  ourselves  and  God.” 

The  people  asked  Jesus,  “When  did  we 
see  you  hungry  .  .  .  thirsty  ...  a  stranger 
.  .  naked  .  .  .  sick  or  in  prison?”  He 
replied,  “As  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these  .  .  .,  you  did  it  to  me.”  (MattheW 
25:40,  RSV) 

On  March  29,  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
Lent,  United  Methodists  will  observe  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  along  with 
members  of  30  other  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  denominations.  The  special 
day’s  Jheme  is  “Lord,  when  did  we  see 
you  .  .  .?”  from  the  account  of  the  last 
judgment  in  Matthew  25. 

While  statistics  cannot  tell  the  entire 
story,  they  can  aid  United  Methodists  in 
better  understanding  the  world’s  critical 
needs.  Consider,  for  example,  that: 

—Ten  percent  of  the  world’s  people 
consume  90  percent  of  the  world’s 
resources. 

—The  United  States  represents  6 
percent  of  the  world’s  population  and  60 
percent  of  the  world’s  wealth. 

—The  average  person  in  the  U.S. 
spends  $5,500  annually  on  basic  living 
expenses  plus  personal  luxuries  like 
continuing  education,  recreation, 
transportation  and  travel. 

A  brochure  by  The  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  USA  links  the 
Matthew  passage  with  the  following 
statistics: 

Hungry:  450  million  undernourished 
people 

Thirsty :  1.2  billion  without  pure  water 

A  stranger.  13  million  refugees 

Naked.  1.3  billion  lacking  adequate 


clothing  or  housing 

Sick:  1.5  billion  without  effective 
medical  care 

In  prison:  Thousands  unjustly  confined 

United  Methodist  gifts  to  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  are  administered  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  which  channels  them  in  four 
directions:  (1)  refugee  aid.  furnishing 
clothing,  food  and  shelter;  (2)  relief  from 
the  results  of  natural  disaster  and  war; 
(3)  rehabilitation;  and  (4)  renewal  of 
life.  UMCOR-sponsored  self-develop¬ 
ment  programs  focus  on  agricultural 
technology,  community  development, 
food-for-work  projects,  health-care  edu¬ 
cation  and  equipment,  leadership  train¬ 
ing,  low-cost  housing  and  revolving 
loan  funds. 

This  March  29  join  with  fellow  United 
Methodists  and  members  of  other 
participating  denominations  in  observing 
the  32nd  annual  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  —  an  opportunity  to  reach  out 
in  Christian  love  to  less  fortunate  sisters 
and  brothers  around  the  globe. 
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Methodists  claim  four  LMCF  awards 


Governor  Dave  Treen  was  named  to 
receive  a  “Quarterly  Tribute"  award  at 
the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  at  its  first  annual  awards 
banquet.  The  award  was  presented  for 
the  Governor’s  demonstration  of  “an 
exemplary  form  of  conduct  in  public 
office”  and  for  his  call  in  the  inaugural 
address  for  a  return  to  “those  principles 
human  conduct  that  are  defined  for  us  by 
our  Judeo-Christian  heritage.”  The 
governor  was  unable  to  attend  the 
banquet,  so  his  pastor,  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  received  the  plaque  for  him. 

Joe  Lawler,  a  member  of  the 
Blanchard  UMC,  received  the  W.  L. 
“Bill”  May  Outstanding  Christian 
Businessman  Award.  Lawler  owns  a 
construction  company  and  is  Vice- 
President  of  the  Caddo  Parish  Police 


Jury.  Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  who 
recommended  him  to  the  selection 
committee,  described  him  as  “the  kind  of 
responsible  citizen  and  Christian 
businessman  and  community  leader  that 
LMCF  would  like  to  recognize.” 

Third  place  in  the  Student  Essay 
Contest  went  to  Wendy  May,  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Downs  ville. 

Also  receiving  an  award  for  an 
excellent  job  as  president  of  LMCF  for 
the  year  was  William  A.  Ford,  Business- 
Administrator  of  the  University 
Methodist  church  in  Lake  Charles.  Dr. 
Ken  Ward,  Executive  Director, 
congratulated  all  those  who  were 
selected  to  receive  the  award,  but 
expressed  very  special  words  of  praise 
and  appreciation  to  Mr.  Ford  for  his 
leadership  during  the  year. 


Joy  in  the  camp 

When  B.  E.  Hathaway,  Sr.,  and  Dr.  A. 
E.  McKeithen  signed  a  twenty -year, 
$75,000  mortgage  for  a  new  sanctuary 
and  education  building  at  the  Hodge 
UMC,  they  both  felt  that  neither  would 
live  to  see  the  day  the  church  was  “paid 
off."  On  November  17,  1980,  ten  years 
and  nine  months  later,  Hathaway  made 
the  final  payment,  and  “there  was  joy  in 
the  camp!” 

“Through  the  faith  and  financial 
support  of  its  members  and  many 
friends,  the  church  is  debt-free  and  a  new 
day  has  dawned,”  said  Rev.  Doug 
Foreman,  the  pastor.  To  celebrate  this 
“new  day,”  a  Service  of  Dedication  was 
held  at  the  church.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  delivered  the  message  and  led 
the  Service  of  Dedication,  and  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Peyton,  the  Ruston 
Superintendent,  also  took  part.  A 
covered-dish  luncheon  followed  in  the 
church  Fellowship  Hall. 

The  minister  said  that  many  former 
ministers,  pastors,  and  interested 
friends  were  expected  to  join  them  for 
this  time  of  celebration  and  dedication. 


Board  Member,  James  Naylor, 
presents  plaque  to  Joe  Lawler,  winner 
of  the  W.  L.  “Bill”  May  Outstanding 
Christian  Businessman  Award. 


Incoming  President,  Bob  Hammons, 
presented  an  appreciation  award  to 
outgoing  President,  William  A.  Ford. 


Support  for  higher  education 
shown  to  be  above  average 

One  of  the  major  emphases  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  been  Higher 
Education;  inasmuch  as  Methodists  have  always  been  concerned  about  this 
area. 

Higher  Education  in  Louisiana,  includes  the  two  Institutions,  Dillard 
University  and  Centenary  College,  and  ten  full-time  ministry  programs  on  state 
campuses. 

A  recent  report  has  been  released  showing  financial  support  in  this  area  by 
jurisdictions. 


Jurisdiction 

Membership 

Support 

Amt.  Per  Member 

North  Central 

2,196,067 

7,187,618 

3.27 

North  east 

1,980,726 

4,093,655 

2.07 

South  Central 

1,855,369 

7,881,244 

4.25 

South  east 

2,941,729 

13,280,079 

4.51 

Western 

586,875 

2,024,656 

2.78 

Total 

9,542,766 

34,467,252 

3.61 

The  Louisiana  conference  is  considerably  above  the  average  support  of  the 

church  for  Higher  Education.  Membership  for  this  conference  is  137,098;  and 
total  support  for  Higher  Education  in  1980  was  $747,013,  an  average  per  member 
of  $5.45. 


Seven  students  from  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary.  Wilmore. 
Kentucky  presented  two  plays  for  the 
congregation  of  First  UMC. 


“Keeping  Christ’s  story  alive,”  (left 
picture)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Cook  of 
Houma  donated  this  creche  set  to 
MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Services.  The  children’s  home 
celebrated  Christ’s  birthday  on  three 
separate  occasions  this  year, 
culminating  the  season  on  January  6th 
with  Epiphany.  “This  creche  set  will 
become  a  part  of  our  annual  tradition,” 
Mr.  Jerry  Bridges,  director  said. 

I 


Natchitoches.  The  plays  were:  “Look 
Who’s  Playing  God,"  by  Albert  Johnson 
and  “I’m  Going  to  Order  a  Lion,”  by 
Earl  Reimer. 

The  Dramatic  Ministries  Program, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Charles 
Killian,  Professor  of  Preaching  and 
Drama,  is  an  outreach  of  the 
department  of  Speech  at  Asbury.  The 
purpose  of  Dramatic  Ministries  is  to 
communicate  the  Christian  faith  to 
drama  and  interpretation.  The 
program  attempts  to  find  new  ways  to 
express  the  Gospel  and  to  bring  others 
to  a  personal  knowledge  of  Christ. 

Pictured  above  are:  front  row,  1.  to  r. 
Dave  Higle,  Ellen  Denmark,  Judy 
Powell,  Beverly  Fitschen.  Roger 
Pryor.  Back  row.  Brad  Ramsev,  Rev. 
Mark  Benge,  Associate  at  FUMC.  and 
Dan  W’oodard. 
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Stories  have  surfaced  in  numerous 
publications  —  including  TM/UMR  — 
during  recent  months  which  indicate  that 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  is  presently  enjoying  a 
resurgence  of  major  proportions. 

The  Klan  was  born  in  the  South  soon 
after  the  Civil  War  in  a  campaign  to 
terrorize  blacks  recently  freed  from 
slavery.  Its  creed  was  the  inherent 
supremacy  of  whites  and  inferiority  of 
blacks.  Its  symbols  were  flaming  crosses 
and  white  hoods  —  to  conceal  the  identity 
of  its  members. 

The  Klan  has  experienced  numerous 
ups  and  downs  during  its  115-year  history 

—  at  times  appearing  almost  totally  to 
disappear,  only  to  raise  its  monstrous 
head  again  at  a  later  time.  During  the 
20th  century,  Roman  Catholics,  Jews  and 
foreigners  have  been  added  to  blacks  on 
the  Klan’s  hate  list. 

The  Klan  was  actively  —  and  violently 

—  involved  in  resisting  the  Civil  Rights 
movement  during  the  1960s.  After  suffer¬ 
ing  a  series  of  decisive  setbacks  in 
American  laws  and  attitudes,  the  Klan 
appeared  to  lose  most  of  its  influence. 

To  the  surprise  —  bordering  on  dis¬ 
belief  —  of  most  Americans,  the  Klan 
began  making  another  comeback  during 
the  late  1970s.  Fueled  by  high  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  growing  economic  pressures 
faced  by  low  and  middle  income  whites, 
Klan  groups  have  recently  surfaced  in 
many  parts  of  the  country.  The  target  of 
the  Klan’s  current  campaign  is  a 
mythical  “black- Jewish-communist  con¬ 
spiracy"  to  take  over  the  United  States  at 
the  expense  of  the  white  population.  The 
Klan’s  greatest  appeal  is  usually  to 
whites  in  communities  where  there  is 
economic  or  racial  unrest.  However, 
community  tensions  of  any  type  appear 
to  invite  Klan  activity.  During  the  past 
year,  overt  KKK  activity  has  been 
reported  in  at  least  28  states,  (see  TM/UMR, 
Jan.  30).  And  paramilitary  camps  to  train 
Klansmen  in  guerilla  warfare  tactics  for 
“an  inevitable  race  war”  are  reported  to 
exist  in  several  states. 

In  its  recruiting  efforts,  the  Klan  often 
represents  itself  to  be  Christian  in 
orientation  and  patriotic  in  its  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 
Speeches  at  Klan  rallies  often  include 
rhetoric  about  “God-given’’  and 
“constitutionally  guaranteed’’  rights. 
The  Klan  has  made  several  attempts  to 
use  local  churches  —  including  United 
Methodists  —  for  recruiting  purposes 
( see  TM/UMR,  Jan  16 ) . 

The  Klan’s  claim  to  be  religious  —  and 
particularly  Christian  —  in  orientation 
could  not  be  further  from  the  truth.  By  its 
basic  nature,  the  Klan  promotes  a  sense 
of  dividedness,  hatred  and  fear  among 
people.  Conversely,  the  Christian  faith 
seeks  to  break  down  .barriers  ..which 
divide  people,  and  to  promote  lovev  peace 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Richardson,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  350  member 
families  of  the  West  Shore  UMC  in 
Richardson,  Texas  (North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  300  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Richardson,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) 


v  Editorial  — THE  initedmethodist  reporter 

t-  (  Here  I  Stand 

\  Cooperative  ministries  provide  means 
for  strengthening  small  churches 


Klan  resurgence  and  Christian  responsibility 
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and  justice  for  all  of  God’s  children 

The  Klan’s  claims  of  patriotism  are 
equally  misleading.  Its  violent  and 
disruptive  activities  based  on  race 
and/or  creed  clearly  place  the  Klan  at 
odds  with  the  fundamental  guarantees  of 
the  U.S.  constitution.  Many  Klan 
activities  fly  in  the  face  of  our  nation’s 
laws.  The  Klan’s  objectives,  if  fully 
achieved,  would  most  likely  result  in  the 
collapse  of  the  United  States  as  a 
democratic  republic. 

Clearly  stating  its  opposition  to  the 
Klan,  the  1980  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  adopted  a  resolution 
expressing  “  .  .  .  abhorrence  of  the 
values  and  practices  espoused  by  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan...” 

The  same  resolution  called  upon  all 
United  Methodists  to  "embark  on  a 
serious  program  of  education  in  the 
church  and  elsewhere  on  the  current  re¬ 
surgence  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  its 
challenge  to  us  as  witnesses  of  the 
Christian  Gospel ...” 

The  first  step  in  such  a  program  of 
education  must  be  the  development  of  an 


awareness  that  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  -  and 
other  extremist  groups  using  disruptive 
tactics  —  pose  a  real  and  immediate 
danger  for  the  church  and  the  whole  of 
our  society.  The  Klan’s  sphere  of  activity 
and  influence  is  no  longer  confined  to  the 
South.  It  can  surface  in  any  community. 
It  can  even  surface  in  the  church. 

It  is  not  the  church’s  task  to  mount  an 
aggressive  campaign  to  identify  and  root 
out  all  incidences  of  Ku  Klux  Klan 
activity.  The  Klan  clearly  has  a  right  to 
exist  and  to  advocate  its  demented  view 
of  reality,  so  long  as  it  does  not  break  the 
law. 

It  is  the  church’s  task  to  recognize 
Klan  activity  should  it  surface,  and  to 
combat  it  forthrightly  with  the  witness  of 
Christian  love.  One  helpful  model  of  such 
a  witness  can  be  found  in  the  actions  of 
church  leaders  in  Uniontown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  (see  TM/UMR,  Jan.  30).  And  it  is 
the  church’s  task  to  identify  and  help 
remedy  the  causes  of  alienation  among 
people  in  our  society  which  provide  such 
fertile  soil  for  the  Klan  and  other  groups 
fostering  fear  and  hatred  to  grow. 
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Mr.  Lochhead 

By  GLEN  LOCHHEAD 

“Factors  which  confront  us  —  Faith 
which  compels  us.’’  This  was  the  theme 
of  a  missional  emphasis  a  decade  ago.  It 
suggests  the  concern  I  want  to  share  with 
other  United  Methodists  through  this 
column. 

As  United  Methodists,  our  faith 
compels  us  toward  a  comprehensive 
system  of  congregational  development. 
We  have  our  large  and  small  and  middle- 
sized  local  churches,  in  urban  and  rural 
and  suburban  settings.  Our  policies  are 
directed  at  maintaining  all  of  these 
churches,  in  all  of  these  settings.  In 
many  of  our  annual  conferences,  the 
majority  of  local  churches  have  less  than 
200  members.  We  are  confronted  by  the 
factor  of  these  numerous  small-member¬ 
ship  congregations.  Multitudes  of  them 
have  far  fewer  than  200  members  —  in 
some  cases  only  a  dozen  or  so.  They  are 
often  in  marginal  circumstances, 
perpetually  unsure  of  their  future.  Our 
commitment  to  these  small  congre¬ 
gations  is  inspiring.  Our  administration 
of  that  commitment  is  sometimes 
embarrassing. 

An  article  in  the  December  26  issue  of 
TM/UMR,  about  the  Garretson,  SD, 
UMC,  was  of  great  interest  to  me.  I  have 
served  a  number  of  congregations  of  that 
size  (46  members)  and  smaller.  The 
article  described  the  church  as  facing  a 
point  of  stagnation.  They  finally  took  a 
congregational  vote  on  whether  or  not  to 
close.  They  realistically  faced  the  issue 
of  life  or  death  and  chose  life.  That 
decision  started  them  toward  revital¬ 
ization.  Garretson  UMC’s  story 
illustrates  several  points  I  would  make: 

1.  Small-membership  churches  are 
hurt  more  by  low  morale  than  by  low 
membership.  They  defeat  themselves  by 
continually  assuming  that  “small  means 


weak.”  They  wonder  if  they  should  close 
or  continue.  Facing  this  question  openly 
and  dealing  with  it  decisively  is  best  for 
all  concerned  —  whichever  way  their 
decision  goes. 

2.  Quality  of  morale  is  more  determin¬ 
ative  than  quantity  of  members  in 
whether  a  small  church  continues,  and 
whether  it  finds  a  new  vitality  from  its 
choice  to  continue. 

3.  The  pastor’s  attitude  is  a  key  morale 
factor  for  a  small  church. 

4.  A  positive  cooperative  relationship 
between  a  small-membership  church 
and  neighboring  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  is  instrumental  to  the  small 
church  pastor  ministering  creatively  in 
that  setting.  In  the  situation  of  Garret¬ 
son,  the  sharing  of  Pastor  Penny 
Eberhart  with  Garretson  by  nearby  Dell 
Rapids  UMC  provided  the  presence  of  a 
minister  who  could  and  did  care.  This 
form  of  cooperation  embracing  two  or 
more  congregations  made  a  difference. 
It  offered  possibilities  which  would  not 
have  been  there  in  a  situation  of 
isolation. 

The  points  which  I’ve  cited  are 
pertinent  to  Garretson  and  to  every 
small-membership  local  church  in 
United  Methodism . 

Faith  more  important 
than  numbers 

How  many  members  a  church  has, 
together  with  other  statistics  about  that 
congregation  and  the  community  it 
serves,  is  an  important  fact.  Such  factual 
data  is  indicative  of  the  factors  confront¬ 
ing  us  in  each  given  situation.  However  it 
is  not  by  itself  determinative  of  the  life- 
potential  of  that  congregation.  The 
possibilities  of  a  compelling  faith  in 
action  are  far  more  decisive.  Without 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

UMC  should  take  firm  stand  on  alcohol  use 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  editorial  in 
the  Jan.  9  issue  headlined  “Christians 
should  call  for  change  in  TV’s  portrayal 
of  alcohol  use."  I  agree  with  the  content 
of  the  editorial.  However,  I  would  like  to 
change  the  headline  to  read,  “Christians 
should  call  for  change  in  alcohol  use.” 

I  agree  that  the  TV  programs  should  be 
cleaned  up,  but  I  think  we  should  sweep 
our  own  doorstep  first.  It  is  easy  to  tell 
others  not  to  corrupt  us  but  what  kind  of 
witness  is  it  to  others  when  we  are  so 
wishy-washy  that  our  UM  Church  makes 
no  concerted  effort  to  teach  the 
destructive  consequences  which  alcohol 
and  drug  consumption  produce. 

I  think  that  we  should  urge  United 
Methodist  Christians  to  write  letters  to 
church  leaders,  pastors,  bishops,  etc., 
and  to  witness  by  our  personal  living 
habits. 

S.  A.  McKercher 

Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

Four  letters  written 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  part  of  the  family  of 
God  and  the  United  Methodist  Church.  I 
read  with  interest  much  of  what  is 
written  in  TM/UMR.  The  articles  are 
informative  and  enrich  our  Christian 
lives.  Some  of  them  stand  out  more  than 
others,  according  to  our  interests. 

The  editorial  headlined  “Christians 
should  call  for  change  in  TV’s  portrayal 
of  alcohol  use”  (TM/UMR,  Jan.  9)  was 
timely.  I  sat  down  and  wrote  four  letters 
to  the  addresses  suggested  —  something 
that  I  should  have  done  long  ago.  It’s 
time  we  get  involved  in  trying  to  make 
our  world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live, 


and  this  is  a  good  place  to  begin.  We  can 
all  write  letters. 

Mrs.  Howard  Jacoby 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania 

UMs  please  write 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  fine  editorial  in  the 
Jan.  9  issue  concerning  TV’s  portrayal  of 
alcohol  use.  And  thank  you  for  saving  us 
time  by  furnishing  the  TV  networks’ 
addresses. 

Hey,  fellow  United  Methodists,  have 
you  written  your  letters?  If  not,  please  do 
so.  Also  mfention  the  fact  that  there  is  too 
much  sex,  violence  and  profanity 
included  in  TV  programming! 

We  have  the  numbers  to  stop  it.  Let’s 
care!  Let’s  act! 

Marguerite  Blalack 
Carrollton,  Texas 


May  God  bless  and  keep  both  Dean 
Quillian  and  Oral  Roberts. 

Agnes  Begley 

Lake  Elsinore,  California 

Dean  needs  to  read  Acts 

To  the  Editor: 

It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  how  often 
our  church  leaders  seem  to  be 
completely  missing  what  God  is  doing 
today  all  over  the  world  —  pouring  out 
His  Spirit  on  all  who  will  diligently  seek 
Him  with  an  open  heart. 

I  do  not  know  anyone  who  is  filled  with 
God’s  spirit  and  walking  close  to  Him  in 
obedience  who  hasn’t  had  a  vision  or  a 
dream  or  some  other  definite  manifests-' 
tion  of  the  person  and/or  presence  of 
Jesus  Christ  from  time  to  time.  As  to 
Oral  Roberts’  900  foot  vision  of  Jesus 


(TM/UMR,  Jan.  9),  “with  God  all  things 

tl  Qnir  p _ 1  »»  r>  ,  ^  are  possible.”  Surely  God  can  make  a 

1  nan  k  God  Mr .  -Roberts  saw  vision  any  size  He  wishes. 

more  than  the  countryside  for  Dean  of  Perkins  School 


To  the  Editor 

May  I  please  give  my  personal 
reaction  to  Dean  Quillian’s  not  going  for 
“that  healing  handkerchief  schmaltz”  of 
Oral  Roberts’  (TM/UMR,  Jan.  9)?  It  is 
one  of  sadness  that  a  man  who  has 
dedicated  his  life  to  religion  has  not  had  a 
closer  walk  with  Christ.  That  he  has  not 
experienced  His  loving  miracles. 

How  marvelous  it  is  that  when  the  Oral 
Roberts  family  went  to  the  desert 
broken-hearted  over  their  tragic  family 
loss,  God  gave  them  a  new  dream.  They 
returned  home  immediately  to  begin  to 
implement  this  dream.  How  wonderful 
for  humanity  that  Oral  Roberts  saw 
more  than  the  beautiful  countryside. 


My  Witness 

Surprise  of  working  with  disabled 
persons  is  who  benefits  the  most 


By  BLISS  DODD 

United  Methodists  will  celebrate  The 
Year  of  Disabled  Persons  during  1981  in 
many  ways.  Many  will  be  remodeling  to 
make  churches  accessible  for  wheel¬ 
chairs.  Others  will  provide  interpreters 
for  the  deaf,  and  many  will  establish 
classes  for  mentally  retarded  children. 

Planning  for  special  projects  reminds 
me  of  a  need  expressed  by  a  blind  lady 
who  came  to  my  church  for  assistance 
while  she  attempted  living  independently 
in  our  city.  As  I  listened  to  her  chat  about 
various  personal  problems,  she  remark¬ 
ed  that  I  was  the  only  friend  she  had  ever 
had.  I  reminded  her  of  the  many 
“friends”  who  had  helped  her  at  her 
former  church,  but  she  replied,  “I’ve 
never  had  a  friend.  I’ve  just  always  been 
someone’s  project.” 

United  Methodists  are  in  for  a  big 
surprise  this  year.  “Projects”  are  going 
to  become  friendships,  and  the  surprise 
will  be  in'who  receives  the  greatest  bene¬ 
fit.  Reaching  across  to  shake  a  hand, 
rather  than  reaching  down  to  lift  a  “less 
fortunate”  one,  has  a  way  of  making 
recipients  of  everyone  involved. 

For  14  years  I  have  worked  profession¬ 
ally  with  handicapped  children.  I’m 
much  more  certain  of  what  the  children 
have  given  me  than  of  what  I’ve  given 
them. 

Mentally  retarded  children  have 
taught  me  that  concentrating  on  my 
climb  to  the  top  of  the  ladder  of  success 
only  decreases  my  ability  to  enjoy  simple 
trust  and  honesty  in  relationships. 

Cerebral  palsied  and  other  crippled 
children  have  taught  me  that  quality  of 
life  has  nothing  to  do  with  physical 
ability  or  attractiveness.  Through  them 
I've  learned  to  communicate  with  and 


value  a  friend’s  spirit  and  mind. 

Blind  friends  have  taught  me  the  joy  of 
trust,  and  the  closeness  that  can  occur 
when  one  is  willing  to  risk  dependence  on 
another. 

From  the  deaf  I’ve  learned  a 
sensitivity  to  loneliness.  I’ve  learned  to 
touch,  and  smile,  and  communicate  with¬ 
out  clever  subtleties. 

From  the  mentally  ill  I’ve  seen  my  own 
vulnerability  and  need  for  love.  I’ve 
learned  to  value  hope  and  to  celebrate 
growth  and  change. 

From  the  health  impaired  I’ve  learned 
of  a  spiritual  strength  that  can  grow 
through  suffering. 

My  perspective  has  changed.  I’ve 
learned  to  value  most  the  qualities  that 
we  have  in  common.  I’ve  come  to  believe 
that  the  most  handicapped  are  those  of  us 
who  measure  human  value  by  physical 
beauty  and  the  ability  to  compete  with 
charm  and  wit.  Sharing  life  with  a  handi¬ 
capped  friend  forces  me  into  finding  that 
essence  of  life  that  is  deeper  and  more 
lasting  than  competitive  charm. 

Certainly  having  a  physical  or  mental 
handicap  is  no  honor  —  but  neither  is  not 
having  one.  United  Methodists  are  going 
to  enjoy  learning  that. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Bliss' Dodd. 
is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas  (Central  Texas  Conference) 
and  a  public  school  director  of  special 
education. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to  "My 
Witness."  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076. 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


of  Theology,  if  he  has  a  problem  with 
visions,  I  refer  him  to  Acts  2:16,  and 
suggest  he  not  let  God’s  actions  in  the 
present  pass  him  by!  He  might  be 
surprised  and  delighted  at  what  God 
would  do  in  his  life! 

Kipp  Gutshall 

Kirkwood,  Missouri 

Mr.  Roberts  is  far  afield 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  graduate  of  Oral  Roberts 
University  (1970)  and  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
I  wish  to  put  my  name  with  those  who  are 
concerned  with  the  motivation  and  per¬ 
ception  of  Oral  Roberts  reflected  in  his 
latest  “vision”  of  a  900-foot  Jesus 
(TM/UMR,  Jan.  9). 

Surely  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  person  who  has 
made  a  positive  contribution  to  the 
religious  life  of  this  nation  yet  his 
personal  power  may  have  also  drawn 
him  to  forget  who  is  Creator  and  who  is 
creature. 

If  Mr.  Roberts  is  to  continue  to  speak  of 
himself  as  a  United  Methodist,  he  needs 
to  appreciate  the  discipline  of  the  faith 
that  calls  for  restraint  and  inward 
searching.  At  the  moment  he  is  an 
embarrassment  to  the  church  at  the  very 
least,  standing  outside  the  tradition  that 
would  dignify  the  name  of  the  humble 
John  Wesley. 

Andrew  Weaver 

Middletown,  California 

Easy  handgun  sales  do 
not  make  ‘free  people’ 

To  the  Editor: 

A  letter  published  in  your  Jan.  16  issue 
suggests  that  eliminating  autos  would  be 
as  sensible  as  eliminating  handguns.  The 
writer  is  overlooking  a  vital  difference. 
The  auto  is  designed  for  helpful,  con¬ 
structive  purposes,  and  is  so  used  by 
millions  of  Americans  daily.  The  hand¬ 
gun  is  designed  as  a  concealable  weapon 
for  use  against  people.  That  is  its  purpose 
and  no  serious  observer  —  gun  owner  or 
not  —  pretends  otherwise. 

Emanual  Tanay,  a  distinguished 
psychiatrist  who  has  studied  the  causes 
of  homicides  for  20  years,  declares :  *  ‘The 
mere  presence  of  the  handgun  creates  a 
statistical  probability  for  homicide. 
Given  a  certain  number  of  guns  in  a 
community,  a  predictable  number  of 
accidents,  suicides  and  homicides  will 
result.”  The  deaths  are  a  mathematical 
function  of  the  number  of  handguns  in 
circulation.  There  is  no  way  around  this 
fact. 

With  more  than  55  million  handguns 
held  by  U.  S.  citizens,  and  another  sold 
every  13  seconds,  we  must  ( sadly )  accept 
our  disgraceful  murder  rate. 


To  say  that  the  possession  and  easy 
availability  of  handguns  makes  us  a 
“free  people”  is  a  hoax  of  the  crudest 
sort.  How  long  can  we  swallow  that  line 
and  remain  a  civilized  nation? 

Robert  L.  Crockett 
Richardson,  Texas 

Column  draws  6Amen’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  Spurgeon  Dunnam ’s 
article  headlined  “Perverse  theology  of 
some  sports  heroes  taints  season” 
(TM/UMR,  Jan.  16) :  Amen! 

Cherry  Pruett 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

Court  has  no  authority  to 
okay  abortion  payments 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  very  surprised  at  the  lack 
of  knowledge  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution 
shown  by  many  United  Methodist 
leaders,  the  latest  being  the  hand- 
wringing  of  Bishop  Yeakel  over  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  in  McRae  vs. 
Harris.  (TM/UMR,  Jan.  2). 

Article  1,  Sec.  8  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution 
says  that  “the  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes.”  If  the  Court  had 
required  payment  for  abortions,  it  would 
have  involved  itself  in  taxation,  an  area 
specifically  reserved  to  the  Congress. 

Some  language  used  by  pro-abortion 
advocates  is  based  on  interpretation  of 
phrases  such  as  “equal  rights.”  How¬ 
ever,  it  does  not  take  a  great  deal  of  in¬ 
terpretation  to  see  who  is  given  the 
power  to  tax. 

Also,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  much  the  Women’s  Division  spent  on 
legal  fees  and  incidental  expenses  before 
it  was  told  by  the  Court  that  it  had  no 
standing  in  the  McRae  case. 

Lowell  Messerschmidt 
Randolph,  Wisconsin 


such  an  active  faith,  numbers  of  mem¬ 
bers  and  needs  and  resources  of  the  com¬ 
munity  mean  little. 

We  need  pastors  in  United  Methodism 
who  believe  in  small  membership 
churches  and  lovingly  accept  them  as 
worthy  avenues  of  service.  Such  pastors 
must  also  realistically  challenge  those 
churches  to  active  and  authentic 
Christian  discipleship. 

We  need  local  connectionalism  in  our 
United  Methodist  system.  This  must  be 
expressed  in  linkages  between  adjacent 
congregations.  Thus  small  churches  will 
be  served  in  conjunction  with  a  nearby 
larger  unit,  or  in  combination  with  a 
grouping  of  several  small  churches.  Our 
“Book  of  Discipline”  indicates  a  variety 
of  cooperative  ministry  possibilities. 

We  need  an  expression  of  missional 
concern  in  empathy  and  support  among 
neighboring  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations,  and  especially  so  when  small- 
membership  churches  are  involved.  We 
need  a  readiness  to  share  in  such 
situations.  We  need  to  bear  one  another’s 
burdens,  and  perform  a  mutual  ministry 
in  a  setting  of  mutual  interests  and 
responsibilities.  The  sharing  of  pastors 
under  such  conditions  is  a  basic  source  of 
strength.  A  healthy  church  gains  in 
spiritual  well-being  by  sharing  a  pastor 
with  another  church,  in  the  same  way  it 
gains  by  supporting  missions. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  that  Dell  Rapids 
UMC  had  interjected  into  Garretson’s 
problematic  situation  the  demand  that 
their  pastor  serve  only  Dell  Rapids,  so 
they  could  have  “our  own  minister?”  We 
can  assume  it  would  have  been  a  debilita¬ 
ting  blow  to  Garretson.  Their  decision  at 
that  point  might  have  been  either  to  give 
up  completely,  or  to  abandon  their 
United  Methodist  heritage  for  an 
expedient  relationship  with  any  other 
church  in  town  that  would  take  them  in. 

Congregational  links  are  good 

Small  congregations  find  it  good  to  be 
linked  to  neighboring,  larger  congre¬ 
gations,  as  long  as  the  relationship  is 
stable  and  positive.  If  the  relationship 
is  seen  as  only  temporary,  and  as  a 
step  toward  the  larger  congregation  be¬ 
coming  “self-sufficient”  sometime  soon, 
it  is  discouraging  and  demoralizing.  For 
a  larger  congregation  to  break  a  linkage 
with  a  smaller  one  to  serve  its  own  ends 
is  similar  to  withdrawing  support  from 
World  Service  and  other  missional 
causes.  It  is  a  step  backward,  not  for¬ 
ward.  A  congregation  large  enough  to 
need  all  of  a  pastor’s  time  should  be  large 
enough  spiritually  as  well  as  materially, 
to  continue  the  linkage  as  an  expression 
of  missional  concern.  They  should 7ind 
themselves  enriched  by  the  experience 
as  it  leads  them  to  a  more  creative 
stewardship  of  their  time,  talent,  and 
material  means. 

We  United  Methodists  —  clergy  and 
laity  —  have  it  in  our  power  to  gloriously 
revitalize  the  small  congregations  of  our 
denomination.  We  can  do  this  by  being 
truly  neighbors  to  the  small  congre¬ 
gations  of  our  connection. 

Cooperation,  sharing,  and  mutual 
action  for  ministry  can  become  vital 
expressions  of  our  compelling  faith  as  we 
people  called  United  Methodists  meet  the 
factors  confronting  us  in  our  small-mem¬ 
bership  churches. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  regarding 
issues  facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Glen 
H.  Lochhead,  is  a  minister  of  the  Dekalb 
County  (Missouri)  United  Methodist  Co¬ 
operative  Parislrand  a  member  of  the 
Missouri  Area  Task  Force  on  Parish 
Development. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum)  to  "Here  I  Stand," 
TM/UMR,  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


Learning  to 

Make  Change 


Christian  love  and  concern  are  important  ingredients  in  children's  lives  when  cnange 
is  going  on  all  about  them  Between  200  and  300  children  a  year  receive  such  love 
and  concern  at  St  Paul  United  Methodist  School,  Tampa.  Fla  □  St.  Paul  School 
was  started  in  1944  to  serve  children  of  the  Latin-American  community  of  Tampa 
Over  the  years  the  neighborhood  has  changed  and  the  school,  with  classes  and 
day-care  services  for  pre-schoolers  through  sixth-graders,'  now  has  an  80  percent 
black  enrollment.  □  Children  of  different  racial  and  ethnic  groups  learn  to  study 
and  play  together  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  School  and  parenls  are  learning  that 
people  from  different  cultures  can  live  and  work  togelher  in  a  changing  urban  area. 


Your  gift  can  help  change  lives. 
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Hospice  helps  people  learn 
to  live  with  dying  of  loved  one 
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Northern  Illinois,  he  spends  his  last  days  at  home  in  familiar  surroundings  which  may  even  include 

A  TM/UMR  GRAPHIC  BY  MALIA  G.  KAUPPINEN 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

ROCKFORD,  Ill.  —  Ralph  Gerber  became 
another  cancer  fatality  statistic  last  week. 

What  makes  his  story  somewhat  different 
from  many  others,  however,  is  the  role  played  in 
the  final  stage  of  his  terminal  illness  by  the 
Northern  Illinois  Hospice  Association  in  which 
United  Methodists  here  are  active  participants. 

Ralph  and  Mary  Gerber  were  the  first  persons 
helped  through  the  hospice  association  which 
covers  a  nine-county  area.  Community  based,  it 
provides  support  services  for  families  who  wish 
to  take  care  of  their  terminally-ill  members  at 
home. 

Surrounded  by  love 

“It  was  a  very  peaceful,  beautiful  experience 
for  him  and  for  Mary,"  explained ,  Melinda 
Hagerman,  a  United  Methodist  hospice 
volunteer  who  worked  with  the  Gerbers  and  was 
present  when  Mr.  Gerber  died. 

“Mary  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  the  bed, 
holding  his  hand.  He  was  right  there  in  his  dining 
room  surrounded  by  things  he  loved,  such  as  his 
plants." 

The  family  dogs,  a  12-year-old  black  poodle 
named  Boots  and  a  six-month-old  schnauzer 
named  Buffy,  who  had  been  such  good 
companions  to  Mr.  Gerber,  also  were  there.  Ms. 
Hagerman  said. 

“The  last  couple  of  hours,  the  dogs  were 
playing  with  their  toys,  coming  over  to  the  edge 


of  the  bed  every  so  often.  Things  were  kind  of 
usual,"  she  said. 

This  had  been  a  major  goal  for  Mary  Gerber, 
explained  Judith  Carra,  executive  director  of  the 
hospice  association.  Mr.  Gerber's  wife  of  30 
years  feared  she  might  not  be  able  to  handle  the 
event  at  home,  worrying  that  she  might  have  to 
take  him  to  a  hospital  or  nursing  home  to  die. 

Nurses,  social  workers,  psychologists, 
physicians,  specially  trained  volunteers  and  a 
chaplain  made  up  the  hospice  team  which  had 
been  available  to  the  Gerbers.  The  team’s 
services  covered  a  broad  range,  such  as  staying 
with  him  while  his  wife  took  Buffy  to  the  vet  and 
providing  professional  health  care  in  their  home 
when  they  needed  it. 

“A  person  is  more  than  a  set  of  symptoms  or  a 
disease,"  Ms.  Carra  said.  “He  has  many  needs 
—  social,  physical,  spiritual.  Treating  just  the 
body  is  not  adequate.  From  a  hospice  standpoint, 
when  a  need  arises,  it  is  dealt  with.” 

A  hospice  is  not  necessarily  a  place  or  a 
building  Ms.  Carra  said.  It  is  first  of  all  a 
philosophy. 

“My  definition  of  a  hospice  would  be  a 
program  of  integrated,  supportive  emotional, 
spiritual  and  physical  care  for  a  terminally  ill 
patient,”  said  Dr.  Donald  Hajek,  a  United 
Methodist  physician  in  Rockford  who  specializes 
in  the  treatment  of  cancer  patients. 

Dr.  Hajek  is  vice-president  of  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  association,  to  which  Ms.  Hagerman  said  the 


Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference  gave  $4,000. 

“That  was  the  seed  money  we  needed  to  get 
started  at  all,”  she  said.  “Without  it,  the 
program  would  have  been  delayed." 

Now  families  are  on  a  waiting  list  for  hospice 
services  and  a  second  waiting  list  is  filled  with 
persons  wanting  to  become  volunteers. 
Contributions  from  corporations  and  individuals 
also  are  coming  in  now.  Ms.  Hagerman  said. 

How  it  all  started 

-  The  association  had  its  origins  in  the  office  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  Burkhart  of  Our  Master’s  UMC 
located  here. 

“The  nucleus  of  the  committee  that  originally 
met  about  two  years  ago  were  clergymen,"  Dr. 
Hajek  said.  “They  included  United  Methodist 
and  Lutheran  clergy  and  a  rabbi.  They  brought 
in  additional  people  —  retired  nurses  or  nurses 
who  were  married  and  semi-retired.  Then  a 
couple  of  physicians  got  involved.” 

Both  Dr.  Hajek  and  Ms.  Carra  said  that  if 
churches  in  other  cities  wanted  to  investigate 
establishing  a  hospice,  they  should  involve 
representatives  of  the  medical  community  and 
assess  the  needs  and  resources  in  their  locales. 

How  well  this  approach  can  pay  off  may  be 
seen  in  the  hospice  program  based  at  United 
Methodist-affiliated  Beilin  Hospital  in  Green 
Bay,  Wis.  Dr.  Tom  Leicht,  Chaplain  John 
Maychek  and  nurse  Katherine  Andrews  spent  a 
year  more  than  four  years  ago  to  set  up 


the  family  pets. 

guidelines  for  the  program  which  emphasizes 
home  care. 

Mary  Lou  Strodthoff,  the  registered  nurse  who 
is  patient  care  manager  of  the  three-and-a-half 
year  old  Beilin  program,  said  that  originally 
most  referrals  came  from  family  members 
seeking  the  hospice’s  services 

“More  and  more,  just  in  the  last  six  to  nine 
months,  the  referrals  are  coming  from  the 


physicians,”  Ms.  Strodthoff  said. 

Referrals  used  to  come  from  14  to  20  days 
before  a  person’s  death.  Now  referrals  come 
earlier,  with  hospice  team  members  able  to  work 
with  the  family  80  and  90  days. 

“We  would  like  to  see  this  extended,"  she  said. 
The  Bellir^  program  is  for  persons  with  a  life- 
expectancy  prognosis  of  one  year  or  less. 
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Sign  of  spring:  tribes’  wild  onion  church  dinners 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

GRAND  PRAIRIE,  Tex.  -  Eulah 
McCurtain,  right,  and  Eve  Williams, 
center,  help  harvest  wild  onions  in 
this  Dallas  suburb.  It  is  a  scene  that 
will  be  repeated  countless  times 
during  the  next  two  months  by  Native 
American  United  Methodists  across 
the  country  as  spring  moves 
northward. 

The  Dallas  Indian  United  Methodist 
Church  probably  will  be  the  first  in 
the  country  this  year  to  hold  a  wild 
onion  fund-raising  dinner  when  it 
serves  up  the  pungent  bulbs  and 
greens  on  Feb.  7. 

"This  is  going  to  make  the  folks  in 


Oklahoma  really  envious;  they  won’t 
get  to  do  this  for  another  month,”  the 
onion  gatherers  said. 

Wild  onions  are  suitable  for  cooking 
only  for  about  six  weeks  in  the  early 
spring,  they  said.  The  best  crops  are 
found  along  creeks,  they  indicated,  “but 
don’t  give  away  where  our  spot  is.” 

The  tradition  of  the  wild  onion 
dinners  originated  with  the  so  called 
civilized  tribes  —  Seminole,  Choctaw, 
Cherokee,  Creek  and  Chickasaw  — 
which  were  moved  west  from  the 
Southeast  by  the  government,  said 
Mrs.  McCurtain,  a  member  of  the 
Kiowa  plains  tribe.  Many  members  of 
plains  tribes  have  picked  up  on  the 
tradition,  she  said. 


Agency  joins  registration  lawsuit 


CLARKSVILLE,  Ind.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  joined  a  legal  challenge  to 
current  Selective  Service  registration  as 
discriminatory. 

The  board’s  executive  committee 
voted  last  month  to  participate  in  an 
amicus  curiae  brief  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  in  the  case  of  Goldburg  vs. 
Rostker.  The  court  is  expected  to  hear  an 
appeal  this  spring  from  a  federal  court 
decision  that  the  registration  is  unconsti¬ 
tutional  because  it  excludes  women.  Al¬ 
though  that  ruling  came  before  registra¬ 
tion  began  in  mid-1980,  one  Supreme 
Court  justice  granted  a  stay  in  its  imple¬ 
mentation  in  order  to  let  the  sign-up 
proceed. 

While  the  Administration  urged 
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including  women,  Congress  refused  to  do 
so.  The  court  held  that  the  exclusion  of 
women  from  conscription  or  registration 
is  unconstitutional  unless  it  is  “substan¬ 
tially  related  to  a  governmental  ob¬ 
jective,”  which  the  court  said  the  Sel¬ 
ective  Service  System  had  not  proved. 

The  amicus  brief,  in  which  several 
other  religious  and  women’s  organ¬ 
izations  are  sharing,  also  challenges  the 
inclusion  of  persons  “whose  religious 
conscience  forbids  their  participation  in 
all  stages  of  armed  conflict”  as  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  “free  exercise”  clause  of  the 
First  Amendment. 

The  executive  committee  voted  its 
action  with  the  “understanding  that  the 
brief  is  not  concerned  with  registration 
per  se  and  is  not  in  conflict  with  the 
position  of  General  Conference.”  That 
position  opposes  conscription  “except  in 
times  of  war  or  national  emergency”  and 
holds  that  “registration  of  persons 
should  not  be  undertaken  for  psycholog¬ 
ical  reasons  nor  designed  to  affect  only  a 
limited  age  group." 
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Abortion  continues  to  polarize 

UMs  line  up  on  both  sides  of  proposed  amendment 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

WASHINGTON  —  The  anniversary  of 
the  Supreme  Court  ruling  which  leg¬ 
alized  abortion  saw  religious  groups  — 
including  United  Methodists  —  lined  up 
on  both  sides  of  the  issue  here  last  month. 

Ruth  Daugherty,  president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women’s  Division,  spoke  at 
a  press  briefing  following  an  interfaith 
service  commemorating  the  ruling  al¬ 
lowing  freedom  of  choice  eight  years  ago. 

Reaffirming  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Social  Principles  on  abortion, 
Ms.  Daugherty  said  the  church  will  con¬ 
tinue  to: 

•  Oppose  efforts  to  amend  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution  to  make  abortion  and  some 
forms  of  birth  control  illegal ; 

•  Oppose  the  calling  of  a  constitutional 
convention  for  this  purpose ; 

•  Educate  (church)  members  about 
the  ethical,  theological  and  social 
concerns  regarding  responsible  parent¬ 
hood; 

•  Search  for  new  ways  to  resolve  the 
abortion  rights  controversy  by  ap¬ 
proaching  the  underlying  causes  of  prob¬ 
lem  pregnancy. 

Meanwhile,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
led  a  protest  against  abortion  at  the 
United  Methodist  Building  here.  The 
Rev.  Ken  Unger  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio, 
marched  on  the  building  because  it 
houses  the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abor¬ 
tion  Rights  (see  TM/UMR,  Jan.  23). 

Mr.  Unger,  who  heads  Protestants 
Protesting  Abortion,  told  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service  that  he  came  “to 


dispel  the  illusion  that  abortion  is  just  a 
Catholic  or  fundamentalist  issue.” 

The  interfaith  service  was  held  amidst 
a  number  of  protests  by  “pro-life” 
groups  also  observing  the  Jan.  22  anni¬ 
versary.  Some  60,000  gathered  in  the  El¬ 
lipse  south  of  the  White  House  to  call  for 
a  halt  to  all  federal  funding  for  abortions 
and  for  a  “paramount  right  to  life” 
amendment  banning  abortion  in  any  case. 

Several  versions  of  a  “pro-life” 
amendment  were  introduced  on  Capitol 
Hill  the  same  day.  The  amendment  sup¬ 
ported  by  sponsors  of  the  march  at  the 
White  House  and  introduced  by  Rep. 
Robert  K.  Dornan  (R-Calif.)  states  “The 
paramount  right  to  life  is  vested  in  each 
human  being  from  the  moment  of  fertil¬ 
ization  without  regard  to  age,  health  or 
condition  of  dependency.” 


Seven  members  of  the  anti-abortion 
group  met  in  the  Oval  Office  with  Pres¬ 
ident  Reagan  and  Health  and  Human 
Services  Secretary  Schweiker  later. 

Across  town  at  the  interfaith  service, 
mainline  religious  speakers  asserted  the 
right  to  hold  a  different  view. 

“In  the  face  of  the  moral  imperialists 
(in  the  pro-life  camp),  let  it  be  known 
that  there  are  other  voices  in  this  very 
complex  issue,"  said  Episcopal  Bishop 
Walter  Dennis  of  New  York. 

A  statement  handed  out  at  the  service 
had  2,900  signatures  —  including  14 
United  Methodist  bishops  —  of  persons 
representing  various  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  and  Jewish  organizations. 

The  statement  proposed  stepped-up 
discussion  of  abortion  rights  in  churches 
and  synagogues,  more  counseling  pro¬ 


grams  and  strong  affirmation  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  ecumenism  demands  respect¬ 
ful  dialogue  on  issues  of  disagreement. 

At  another  observance  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  UM  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  ad¬ 
dressed  a  rally  in  the  rotunda  of  the  state 
capitol,  interpreting  the  position  of  the 
UMC  as  set  forth  in  the  “Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline.” 

Koryne  Horbal,  a  UM  and  a  delegate 
to  the  United  Nations,  quoted  President 
Reagan’s  inaugural  speech  in  which  he 
renewed  his  “government  off  our  backs” 
theme. 

“Those  are  wonderful  words,  but  we 
wish  they  would  apply  to  women  and 
their  families,”  she  said.  “We  want  the 
government  out  of  our  bedrooms.” 


President  sent  second  rights  plea 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  letter  sent  to  Ronald  Reagan  after  his 
election  urging  him  to  publicly  affirm  human  and  civil  rights 
was  to  be  re-sent  this  week  ( see  TM/UMR  Dec.  26 ) . 

The  list  of  signers  has  expanded  from  more  than  100  national 
religious'  leaders  to  some  200  since  the  December  appeal  and 
includes  12  United  Methodist  bishops  and  10  other  UM  leaders. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  president  Bailey  Smith, 
Christian  Life  Commission  director  Foy  Valentine  and  the  Rev. 
W.  A.  Criswell,  pastor  of  the  world’s  largest  Baptist  church, 
have  added  their  names  to  the  original  letter  sent  by  Clergy  and 
Laity  Concerned  (CALC). 

The  cover  letter  accompanying  the  original  appeal  urges 


President  Reagan  to  meet  with  some  of  the  signers  of  the  appeal 
"to  share  our  concerns  on  this  issue  and  to  offer  our  support  for 
a  strong  human  rights  policy  consistent  with  historic  religious 
and  American  values.” 

Last  week  Secretary  of  State  Alexander  Haig  said  the 
emphasis  of  the  administration  will  be  against  terrorism  instead 
of  support  for  human  rights. 

The  CALC  letter,  expected  to  be  delivered  to  President 
Reagan  last  Wednesday,  said  “a  curt  acknowledgement  from 
Mr.  Richard  Allen”  which  the  original  letter  received  is  not 
regarded  as  “an  acceptable  response  to  a  letter  whose  growing 
list  of  signers  now  includes  26  Roman  Catholic,  United 
Methodist  and  Episcopal  bishops  and  the  presidents  or  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officers  of  nearly  every  major  religious  body  in  the  U.S." 


Fund  shortfall  dampened  effort 

New  evangelism  fire  lit  by  priority  status 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  Four  years  ago  the 
1976  General  Conference  established 
three  “missional  priorities”  that  were  to 
receive  special  attention  from  1977 
through  1980:  evangelism,  world  hunger 
and  the  strengthening  of  ethnic  minority 
local  churches.  Also  designated  to 
receive  special  attention  was  mass 
communications.  How  well  the  United 
Methodist  Church  did  in  achieving  the 
goals  of  these  emphases  is  the  topic  of 
this  report  on  evangelism,  and  of  reports 
on  the  other  three  which  will  appear  in 
future  issues. 

By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  A  new  beginning  for 
evangelism  has  emerged  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  out  of  the  last  four 
years  in  spite  of  some  early  setbacks  for 
this  “missional  priority,”  several 
observers  believe. 

“In  early  or  mid-1978  we  discovered 
that  evangelism,  world  hunger  and  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  were  not  the 
real  priorities,”  said  Dr.  George  G. 
Hunter  III,  the  denomination's  top 
evangelism  executive. 

In  most  annual  conferences,  he  said, 
“the  real  priority"  —  brought  on  by- 
inflation  —  was  funding  for  pastors’ 
lagging  salaries  and  an  inadequate 
pension  program  for  retiring  ministers. 

Adopted  by  the  1976  General 
Conference  as  an  eleventh-hour  addition 
to  two  other  “missional  priorities,”  the 
evangelism  emphasis  was  allotted  a 
$125,000  annual  goal  —  in  comparison  to 
$2  million  each  for  the  world  hunger  and 
ethnic  minority  local  church  priorities 
And,  while  a  total  for  four  years  of 
$500,000  was  projected,  only  $355,000  was 
actually  received. 

In  1977  UMs  gave  only  $85,211  to  the 
evangelism  priority  —  a  figure  which  in¬ 
creased  to  a  maximum  of  $91,000  in  1979. 

“We  had  to  decide  to  do  the  best  we 
could  with  what  we  had,"  said  Dr. 
Hunter,  who  came  to  his  position  on  the 
general  Board  of  Discipleship  in  April 
1977.  He  said  responsible  officials  tried  to 
avoid  the  illusion  that  evangelism  was 
more  of  a  priority  than  it  really  was. 

Dr.  Hunter  believes  that  three  projects 
accomplished  between  1977  and  1980  will 
continue  to  benefit  the  denomination  in 
the  years  ahead : 

•  A  16-mni  film  titled  “Finding  the 


Way  Forward"  was  produced.  Designed 
to  give  evangelism  and  local  church 
leaders  “a  new  vision  of  what  is 
possible,"  the  45-minute  film  was  shot 
on-site  at  a  dozen  “contagious 
congregations."  The  film  demonstrates 
as  well  as  discusses  what  types  of 
specific  efforts  produced  church 
membership  growth  in  these  churches. 

•  Two  rounds  of  national  schools  on 
evangelism  were  developed  and 
conducted.  Seven  schools  were  held  in 
1979  and  a  second  round  is  now  in 
progress. 

2,500  receive  training 

More  than  2,500  United  Methodists, 
both  lay  and  clergy,  will  have  received 
training  in  some  phase  of  evangelism  by 
the  time  this  year’s  round  is  completed. 

The  six  schools  this  year  feature  small 
church  growth,  communicating  the 
Gospel  and  advanced  church  growth 
seminars. 

"We  believe  this  is  the  most  extensive 
training  effort  in  any  denomination,”  Dr. 
Hunter  said. 

•  Two  new  evangelism  guides  were  de¬ 
veloped  for  the  local  church  evangelism 
work  area  and  annual  conference  evan¬ 
gelism  leaders. 

“It  became  obvious  from  reports  we 
received  that  both  areas  lacked  handles 
for  adequate  planning,"  Dr.  Hunter 
explained. 

Church  school:  second  half 

These  projects  were  developed  within 
a  program  called  a  "Comprehensive 
Plan  of  Evangelism."  But,  the 
evangelism  priority  was  in  fact  a  two- 
pronged  effort.  The  second  prong  was  a 
program  of  church  school  development 
called  "Decision  Point  Church  School.” 

Data  developed  by  Warren  K. 
Hartman  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
staff  showed  that  the  UMC’s  declining 
membership  was  not  due  primarily  to  an 
exodus  of  members  from  the 
denomination  nor  to  a  drop  in  the  number 
of  persons  transferring  into  the 
denomination  Rather,  "We  were  not 
bringing  our  own  children  into  the 
membership,"  Dr  Hartman  said.  The 
membership  decline  was  due  primarily 
to  smaller  numbers  of  persons  making 
professions  of  faith.  Traditionally,  the 
bulk  of  new  members  received  on 


profession  of  faith  had  come  from  the 
church  school. 

Research  also  indicated  that  people 
who  became  inactive  members,  or  who 
left  the  denomination,  usually  were  not 
identified  with  any  small  group  in  their 
local  church. 

“Decision  Point”  emphasized  the 
development  of  caring  attitudes  within 
the  small  groups  of  the  church  school,  as 
well  as  the  involvement  of  the  pastor  in 
the  educational  ministry  of  the  church. 

“The  plan  does  appear  to  be  making  a 
difference,”  Dr.  Hartman  reported  to 
TM/UMR.  “Where  it  has  been 
implemented,  church  school 
membership  and  attendance  have 
increased.  Now  we’re  beginning  to  see 
increases  in  the  same  congregations’ 
membership.” 

He  made  another  observation  based  on 
the  latest  available  church  data:  adult 
and  pre-school  church  school  attendance 
appear  to  have  bottomed  out.  “Young 
adults  who  dropped  out  during  the  ’60s 
and  ’70s  are  attracted  by  short-term 
electives,"  he  said.  “As  the  children 
come  along  and  begin  to  attend  the 
Sunday  School,  the  adults  move  into 
established  adult  groups ." 


Dr.  Hartman  is  projecting  that  this 
year  will  see  increased  worship  service 
attendance,  and  that  by  the  close  of  1983, 
the  UMC’s  decline  in  membership  will 
have  started  to  move  in  the  other 
direction. 

This  optimistic  view  is  shared  by  Dr. 
Hunter  who  sees  "every  type  of  church 
we  have  discipling  new  people  and 
growing  in  at  least  some  places.”  He  is 
convinced  most  UM  congregations  can 
grow. 

Dr.  Hunter,  well  known  for  his  support 
of  the  “church  growth  principles”  which 
will  be  employed  in  UMC  evangelism 
during  the  ’80s,  is  adamant  about  what 
evangelism  is  and  what  it  is  not. 

Evangelism  is:  1)  communication  of 
the  Gospel,  especially  to  those  who  are 
not  yet  believers  or  followers  of  Christ; 
and  2)  the  making  of  new  disciples  or 
followers. 

“If  you  are  not  doing  these,  don’t  call 
what  you  are  doing  evangelism."  said 
Dr.  Hunter, 

"Our  model  has  to  be  that  of  the  early 
church  and  the  Wesleyan  movement."  he 
said.  "When  the  denomination  discovers 
and  reappropriates  its  roots,  we  will  be  a 
very  great  movement  again— unstoppable.” 


People  in  the  news . . . 


Washingtonian  honored  for  service 

Earl  Ginyard,  a  member  of  Simpson-Hamline 
UMC  in  Washington,  D  C.  was  honored  Jan.  30  as 
a  Washingtonian  of  the  Year,  an  award  for 
persons  who  have  improved  the  quality  of  living 
in  the  District. 

While  on  loan  from  the  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Administration  he  helped  develop  the 
“adopt -a-school”  program  which  makes 
available  business  and  government  support  and 
career  counseling  for  youth.  He  then  started  a 
career  awareness  fair  which  annually  attracts 
15,000  youngsters  “to  view  role  models  and  ex¬ 
hibits  from  auto  mechanics  to  zoologists.” 

Mr.  Ginyard  also  developed  an  advisory  and 
tutorial  program  in  engineering  for  minorities, 
an  inter-cultural  program,  a  city-wide  math 
society  and  an  experience-based  career  edu¬ 
cation  program  designed  to  motivate  possible 
dropouts  to  remain  in  school. 

At  his  church  he  initiated  a  "dollars  for  schol¬ 
ars”  project  which  has  helped  14  persons  con¬ 
tinue  education  at  a  variety  of  schools. 
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Call  for  peace 9  honors  greet  hostage  release 


FEBRUARY  6, 1981 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

Renewed  calls  for  world  peace  and 
freedom  were  issued  as  churches  and 
communities  across  the  nation  jubilantly 
greeted  the  release  of  the  American 
hostages  from  Iran  with  interfaith  home¬ 
coming  programs. 

At  the  InterChurch  Center  in  New  York 
the  president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  said,  “We  must  earnestly  pray 
that  the  important  steps  taken  by  Iran 
and  the  U.S.  will  give  way  to  giant  leaps 
toward  reconciliation  and  just  relations 
between  our  two  nations." 

The  Rev.  William  Howard,  Jr.,  NCC 
president,  said  there  is  also  an  unpopular 
question  to  be  asked:  “Do  we  not  all 

WASHINGTON  -  The  lights  of  the 
national  Christmas  tree  shone  for  the 
first  time  when  word  was  received  that 
the  American  hostages  were  freed.  In  the 
background,  a  burst  of  fireworks  cele¬ 
brates  the  inauguration  of  a  new 
president,  religious  news  service  photo 


share  the  corporate  responsibility  for 
this  fiasco?" 

He  said  the  question  must  be  asked  to 
avoid  future  ‘ Trans"  and  so  that  the  U.S. 
will  not  always  be  "in  constant  opposi¬ 
tion  to  popular  struggles  for  freedom  in 
so  many  parts  of  the  world." 

Dr.  Howard  specifically  mentioned  the 
U.S.  government’s  resumed  military 
assistance  to  El  Salvador  —  “a  regime 
repressing  the  popular  will”  —  and  the 
U.S.  alliance  with  General  Zia  in  Pakis¬ 
tan.  And  he  predicted  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  might  vote  against  U.N.  sanctions 
against  “the  racist  South  African  govern¬ 
ment  (which)  has  again  thwarted  a 


resolution  of  the  Namibian  question." 

The  NCC  president  called  for  reflection 
on  whose  interests  really  are  the  basis  of 
national  foreign  policy. 

Recognition  for  UM  aid 

Official  recognition  for  his  role  in  the 
Iranian  hostage  crisis  has  come  to  the 
Rev.  John  P.  Adams  from  recent  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  Edmund  Muskie. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
church’s  general  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  until  Dec.  31,  was  involved 
during  most  of  1980,  first  in  directing  and 
implementing  a  mail  service  between 
hostages  and  their  families  and  then  in 


UM  right  to  propose 
legislation  is  upheld 


BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  A  proposal 
that  would  have  eliminated  the  right  of 
any  United  Methodist  member  to  file  a 
petition  to  the  1984  General  Conference 
was  tabled  last  month  by  members  of  the 
commission  planning  the  event. 

A  proposed  change  that  only  a  local 
church  or  “official  body  of  the  church" 
be  allowed  to  submit  petitions  for  legis¬ 
lation  was  not  supported.  Calling  the 
present  system  a  “symbol  of  our  open¬ 
ness,"  members  divided  on  how  to  han¬ 
dle  the  problem  of  dealing  with  more 
than  20,000  petitions.  Better  adminis¬ 
trative  handling  of  the  massive  numbers 
of  petitions  was  suggested. 

Members  of  the  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference  also  issued  a  request 
for  cities  to  offer  to  host  the  1988  session 
of  the  policy-making  gathering.  Prefer¬ 
ence  will  be  given  to  a  city  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  members  agreed, 
because  of  the  policy  of  rotating  among 

Communications 
targeted  by  two 
ethnic  groups 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Native 
American  and  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  have  projects  underway  to 
improve  communications  for  their 
members. 

A  pilot  issue  of  a  proposed  newspaper 
designed  to  foster  unity  among  Native 
American  UMs  is  planned  for  this  spring 
by  the  new  Communication  Committee  of 
the  Native  American  International 
Caucus.  The  committee  of  five  met  in 
January  in  conjunction  with  a  Native 
American  consultation  in  Nashville  (see 
TM/UMR  Jan.  9, 16, 30). 

The  Hispanic  communications  group, 
which  evolved  during  the  last  quadren- 
nium,  reorganized  in  January.  Publi¬ 
cation  of  local  church  resources  in 
Spanish,  regional  workshops  on  local 
church  communications  and  extended 
use  of  Spanish-language  films  are 
projects  to  be  continued. 

The  nine-member  Junta  Consultiva  de 
Comunicaciones  set  in  motion  a  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  for  helping  local  Hispanic 
churches  “to  use  good  communications 
skills  to  tell  their  story  and  influence 
people  to  become  Christians  and  United 
Methodists." 


the  five  jurisdictional  regions  of  the 
church. 

The  commission,  headed  by  the  Rev. 
B.  C.  Goodwin  Jr.  of  El  Paso,  Texas, 
established  a  $1.5  million  budget  for  the 
1984  conference  —  compared  to  $1.3 
million  spent  for  the  1980  session. 

The  1984  conference  will  be  held  within 
“the  most  historic  Methodist  mile”  in  the 
nation,  Baltimore  Conference  historian 
Edwin  A.  Schell  told  the  group  while  it 
was  at  Old  Otterbein  UMC.  This  congre¬ 
gation  was  formed  in  1771  by  Philip 
William  Otterbein,  also  founder  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ,  now  a  part  of 
United  Methodism. 

Within  a  few  blocks  are  the  sites  of  the 
Lovely  Lane  church,  where  the  1784 
Christmas  Conference  formed  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
founding  of  the  former  Methodist  Protes¬ 
tant  Church  and  others. 


Fuel  shortages ,  costs  fail 
to  stop  New  Englanders 


BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  Writer 

BOSTON  —  A  gas  and  coal  shortage 
plus  escalating  fuel  costs  are  hurting 
New  England  United  Methodists  this 
winter,  but  they  are  finding  ways  to 
cope.  Worship  and  church  activities 
are  continuing. 

“Many  of  our  churches  are  having 
worship  services  in  their  parish  halls 
or  holding  combined  services  with 
other  churches  in  their  area,”  said  the 
Rev.  Blaine  Taylor,  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  the  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference. 

According  to  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
churches  in  his  Central  District  have 
been  affected  enormously  by  the  gas 
shortage  and  fuel  costs.  Some  of  the 
smaller  churches  spend  $300-$400  a 
week  on  fuel  alone. 

Although  the  recent  gas  shortage 
forced  the  closing  of  some  schools  in 
Massachusetts,  most  churches  were 
not  affected. 

“The  only  problem  is  with  those 
churches  that  have  gas;  most  of  the 
churches  have  oil  heat,”  explained 
the  Rev.  Simon  Montgomery,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Metropolitan- 
Boston  district. 


Other  United  Methodist  churches  in 
New  England  have  for  several  years 
stopped  worshipping  in  their  main 
sanctuaries  during  the  months  of 
January  and  February,  and  held 
services  in  their  basements  and 
parish  halls  instead. 

“In  Maine,  we  have  very  little  gas 
heating.  Our  problem  is  with  the  high 
cost  of  fuel,"  said  the  Rev.  Ralph 
Miller,  director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  in  Maine. 

One  church  in  the  Maine  Annual 
Conference  uses  a  pot-bellied  wood 
stove  for  additional  heat,  while 
another  church  is  installing  solar 
heating  equipment,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Sherwood  Tredwell, 
superintendent  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Northern  District,  said:  “The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  churches  go  into  private 
homes  for  their  weekly  programs  of 
Bible  study,  prayer  meetings  and  bus¬ 
iness  meetings  to  cut  fuel  costs.” 

Mr.  Tredwell  told  TM/UMR  of  one 
church  which  had  to  cancel  its 
services  because  it  was  so  cold  they 
couldn’t  get  the  sanctuary  to  heat 
above  50  degrees.  This,  however,  is 
the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 


seeking  to  reduce  violence  and  conflict 
when  Iranian  students  in  the  U.S.  demon¬ 
strated  support  of  their  government.  He 
was  often  severely  criticized  during  both 
periods. 

Former  Secretary  Muskie’s  letter, 
dated  Jan.  20  as  the  hostages  were  re¬ 
leased  after  444  days,  said : 

“I  know  that  on  repeated  occasions, 
during  the  hostage  crisis,  you  did  your 
best  to  assist  in  easing  their  conditions  of 
detention  and  in  obtaining  freedom  for 
them.  On  behalf  of  the  hostages,  their 
families  and  all  of  us  who  have  worked  so 
hard  in  this  difficult  year,  I  wish  to 
express  our  deepest  appreciation  for 
your  efforts." 

NEW  WINDSOR.  N.Y.  —  A  route 
bedecked  with  yellow  ribbons  and  flags, 
a  caravan  of  buses  carry  former  United 
States’  hostages  to  a  secluded  home- 
.  coming  at  West  Point  and  then  to 
Washington  on  Jan.  27  for  an  official  wel¬ 
come  by  President  Reagan. 
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Non-UMC  seminaries 
face  keener  scrutiny 


‘Unethical  campaign’  charged 

Infant  formula  issue  said 6 clouded ' 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  The  issue  of  whether 
the  Nestle  corporation  improperly 
markets  infant  formula  in  the  Third 
World  is  being  clouded  by  an  unethical 
campaign  by  Nestle,  according  to  the 
Rev.  M.  William  Howard,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Aided  by  Fortune  magazine,  Nestle  is 
trying  to  steer  public  attention  away 
from  the  real  issue  to  the  false  issue  of 
whether  Christians  who  oppose  Nestle 
are  acting  on  the  basis  of  an  anti¬ 
capitalist  bias,  adds  the  Rev.  Tim  Smith, 
head  of  the  Interfaith  Center  for  Cor¬ 
porate  Responsibility. 

Contending  the  Marxist  labels  being 
thrown  at  them  are  false,  both  leaders 
emphasize  that  the  issue  with  which  the 
public  must  wrestle  is  whether  Nestle’s 
marketing  causes  sickness  and  death 
among  Third  World  babies.  If  that  is  the 
case,  the  ideological  leanings  of  Nestle’s 
critics  are  unimportant,  Mr.  Smith  told 
TM/UMR. 

Recent  revelations  of  internal,  Nestle 
memos  about  attempts  to  discredit 
religious  groups  prompted  the 
statements. 

Twenty-six  of  the  UMC’s  73  annual 


the  church  today 


Baptist  board  votes  funds 
for  100-station  TV  system 

FORT  WORTH,  Tex.  (RNS)  -  The 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  plans  to  spend  millions  of 
dollars  to  establish  a  national  television 
network  of  100  stations. 

“I  asked  the  Lord  to  give  me  $28  mil¬ 
lion,"  Commission  President  Jimmy  R. 
Allen  told  the  trustees.  He  noted  that  the 
satellite  transponder  linkup  cost  for  a 
planned  six  years  of  telecasting  has  been 
estimated  at  $18  million  alone  —  a  figure 
about  equal  to  the  commission’s  annual 
budget  for  the  next  six  years. 

Hundreds  of  low-power  100  and  1,000 
watt  stations  are  expected  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  next  few  years,  broadcast¬ 
ing  over  a  limited  radius  of  10  miles. 

Cost  of  the  stations  is  expected  to  vary 
from  $50,000  to  $100,000  each.  In  some 
cases,  a  station  could  consist  of  a  room  in 
a  church,  if  it  simply  transmits  network 
programming  and  does  not  originate 
anything  locally. 

Movie  rating  system  said 
to  ignore  acts  of  violence 

NEW  YORK  —  Recent  monitoring  of 
new  released  theatre  movies  has  found 
little  difference  in  the  violence  levels  of 
PG-  and  R-rated  programs.  The  National 
Coalition  on  Television  Violence  (NCTV) 
has  been  monitoring  theatre  movies 
since  September  because  of  the  high  per¬ 
centage  of  television  violence  coming 
from  Hollywood  movies.  It  has  found  that 
PG-rated  movies  have  been  averaging 
15.6  violent  acts  per  hour  while  R-rated 
movies  have  averaged  15.1. 


CLASSIFIED 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  UNIVERSITY  seeks  a  full-time 
professor  of  Christian  Education,  beginning  Fall 
1981.  Doctorate  and  extensive  local  church 
experience  required  Instruction 'will  take  place 
through  the  new  School  of  Religion  and  Church 
Vocations  at  OCU.  Send  application  and  vita  to  Dr 
John  Crooch,  Oklahoma  City  University,  2501  N 
Blackwelder.  Oklahoma  City.  OK  73108.  by  Feb.  15. 


Of  all  prime-time  network  television 
violence,  45  percent  was  found  to  come 
from  movies  shown  on  television.  Home 
Box  Office  (HBO),  a  cable  movie 
channel,  was  found  to  have  twice  the  vio¬ 
lence  as  the  already  highly  violent  net¬ 
work  programming. 

Dr.  Thomas  Radecki  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  University  School  of  Medicine 
and  chairman  of  NCTV  attributes  the 
growth  of  movie  violence  to  the  current 
MPAA  rating  system.  He  stated,  “The 
Motion  Picture  Industry’s  MPAA  rating 
system  has  made  it  seem  childish  to  want 
to  go  to  a  movie  without  sex  or  violence. 
Its  lack  of  strict  age  limits  is  the  sole 
cause  for  the  disappearance  of  family 
movies  since  1969.  Producers  are  forced 
to  add  violence  or  an  adult  sex  scene  to 
avoid  the  G-rating  which  would  cause  a 
box  office  disaster  even  for  movies 
aimed  at  children  and  adolescents.” 

Scarritt  announces  three 
graduate  programs  for  fall 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  As  a  part  of 
its  continuing  recovery  program, 
Scarritt  College  has  announced  detailed 
plans  for  its  first  full  academic  year  as  a 
national  graduate  center  for  Christian 
education  and  church  music.  Its  under¬ 
graduate  programs  will  be  terminated  in 
May. 

Beginning  this  fall,  students  may 
enroll  for  one  of  three  degree  programs : 
the  Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  the  Master  of  Church  Music  and 
the  Master  of  Arts  in  church  music  edu¬ 
cation. 

Founded  in  1892,  Scarritt  first  served 
the  denomination  as  a  training  school  for 
missionaries  and  then  as  a  two-year 
senior  college  and  graduate  school. 

The  school  found  itself  in  severe 
financial  difficulties  during  the  late 
1970s.  A  study  was  made,  an  interim 
manager  was  secured,  and  subsequently 
the  board  of  trusteps  adopted  a  new 
direction  for  the  college. 


conferences  and  the  general  boards  of 
Church  and  Society  and  Global 
Ministries  have  endorsed  the  boycott  of 
all  Nestle  products. 

They  want  Nestle  to  stop  encouraging 
Third  World  mothers  to  substitute 
formula  for  breast  milk.  Because  of 
tainted  \vater  supplies,  ignorance  about 
the  proper  use  of  formula  and  the 
tendency  to  overly  dilute  the  formula  to 
save  money,  the  mothers  are  subjecting 
their  babies  to  severe  nutritional 
problems  by  using  the  formula,  those 
supporting  the  boycott  claim. 

The  boycotters  came  under  intense 
negative  criticism  last  year  when 
Fortune  magazine  ran  a  story  describing 
them  as  "Marxists  marching  under  the 
banner  of  Christ.” 


Fortune  story  questioned 

A  recent  Washington  Post  story  by 
Morton  Mintz,  which  revealed  the 
internal  memos  by  Nestle  personnel, 
presented  this  information: 

•  The  writer  of  the  Fortune  story, 
Herman  Nickel,  was  offered  $5,000  to 
conduct  research  on  the  Nestle  Ixiycott 
by  a  conservative  “think  tank"  called  the 
Ethics  and  Public  Policy  Center.  The 
research  led  to  the  Fortune  story. 

•  Before  the  story  was  published, 
Nestle  contributed  $5,000  to  the  think 
tank.  Several  months  later,  Nestle  gave 
another  $20,000. 

•  The  think  tank  then  reprinted  and 
distributed  the  Fortune  piece  by  the 
thousands. 

•  A  Nestle  vice  president  was  advising 
other  company  officials  during  this  time 
that  there  were  ways  Nestle  could  handle 
the  situation  so  Nestle  would  not  appear 
to  be  a  "dominant  subscriber"  of  the 
think  tank  and  so  the  attacks  on  the 
religious  groups  would  appear  to  be 
made  by  third  parties. 

Mr.  Nickel  told  the  Post  reporter  he 
didn’t  know  when  he  accepted  the 
assignment  that  Nestle  supported  the 
think  tank  and  that  his  story's 
conclusions  were  not  influenced  by 
Nestle.  Officials  of  the  think  tank  and 
Nestle  claim  the  commissioning  of  the 
study  and  the  contributions  were 
unrelated. 

Marxism  denied 

After  reading  the  Post  story,  Mr. 
Howard  wrote  to  Nestle  officials  and 
called  on  them  to  desist  from  “deceptive 
and  unethical  strategies"  and  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  the  International 
Nestle  Boycott  Committee. 

Mr.  Smith  said  several  Interfaith 
Center  leaders  are  attorneys  with  large 
corporations,  business  leaders  and  other 
obvious  supporters  of  the  capitalist 
economic  system.  "The  facts  are  clear 
that  this  is  a  reformist  program  and  not 
anti-capitalist.  If  we  were  Marxists, 
would  the  chairman  of  General  Motors 
spend  time  in  dialogue  with  church 
shareholders?  He  has."  Mr.  Smith  said 
the  purpose  of  efforts  such  as  the  Nestle 
boycott  is  to  help  corporations  be  socially 
responsible,  not  to  tear  them  apart. 

In  October,  1979,  Nestle  agreed  in  an 
informal  meeting  with  the  World  Health 
Organization  <WHO)  that  it  would  follow 
general  guidelines  on  marketing  its 
formula.  WHO  now  is  completing  a  more 
detailed  code  that  fills  in  the  gaps  ot  the 
earlier  guidelines,  he  said. 


In  the  meantime,  missionaries  and 
health  officials  around  the  world  have 
been  reporting  Nestle  violations  of  the 
general  guidelines,  said  Louis  Knowles, 
coordinator  for  hunger  concerns  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Nestle 
officials  deny  the  charges. 

The  UMC’s  1980  General  Conference 
turned  down  a  proposal  to  endorse  the 
Nestle  Boycott,  and  approved  instead  a 
study  of  all  sides  of  the  issue  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years, 
academically  accredited  seminaries  not 
connected  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  face  the  prospect  of  not  being 
allowed  to  train  future  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministers. 

They  are  being  subjected  to  a  new 
review  process  begun  last  month  by  the 
Commission  on  Theological  Education 
which  was  set  up  last  year  by  the 
denomination’s  University  Senate. 

Affected  are  an  estimated  150 
seminaries  which  graduate  about  40 
percent  of  the  new  UM  ministers  each 
year.  About  60  percent  of  the  UMC’s 
ministers  receive  their  training  at  the  13 
UM-related  seminaries. 

If  a  seminary  is  denied  UMC  approval 
after  the  review,  future  graduates  from 
that  school  would  not  be  eligible  to 
receive  ordination  from  UM  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  said  Frederick  E.  Blumer, 
head  of  the  review  commission  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  Lycoming  College  in  Williams¬ 
port,  Pa. 

“This  is  not  a  witch  hunt;  this  is  not  a 
checklist  for  orthodoxy,”  he  said. 
Rather,  the  review  is  to  find  if  a  school  is 
offering  United  Methodist  students 
training  that  specifically  prepares  them 
for  ministry  in  the  UMC. 

“Some  of  the  best  institutions  in 
America  are  on  this  list,"  Dr.  Blumer 
said.  Among  the  schools  with  the  largest 
UM  enrollment  are  Asbury,  Fuller, 
Vanderbilt,  Pacific  School  of  Religion 
and  Yale. 

The  13  UM-related  seminaries  already 
have  been  judged  in  the  same  way,  he 
said. 


These  new  procedures  were  mandated 
by  the  1980  General  Conference,  Dr. 
Blumer  said.  Part  of  the  reason  for  pre¬ 
senting  the  proposal  to  General 
Conference  was  that  a  number  of  annual 
conferences  had  expressed  dissatis¬ 
faction  that  some  men  and  women  from 
certain  schools  don’t  have  an  appreci¬ 
ation  of  the  connectional  system,  he  said. 

For  many  years,  the  University  Senate 
hasn’t  scrutinized  the  seminaries  it 
placed  on  the  UMC-approved  list.  If  the 
Association  of  Theological  Schools,  a 
non-denominational  group,  accredited  a 
seminary,  it  automatically  was  added  to 
the  UMC  list,  Dr.  Blumer  explained. 
Around  200  schools  are  presently  on  the 
approved  list. 

The  University  Senate  is  the 
denomination’s  educational  advisory 
body. 

The  new  commission  has  until  1984  to 
complete  its  review,  but  the  commission 
plans  to  make  recommendations  concern¬ 
ing  the  50  seminaries  with  the  most  UM 
students  by  June.  At  that  time  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  will  vote  on  the  recom¬ 
mendations. 

Dr.  Blumer  said  the  commission  hasn’t 
set  any  hard  criteria  but  will  use  the 
responses  to  a  questionnaire  to  evaluate 
each  school  in  its  own  situation. 
Seminaries  are  being  asked  for  detailed 
information  on: 

•  how  UM  students  are  instructed  in 
United  Methodist  history,  polity, 
doctrine  and  social  principles; 

•  the  number  of  UM  students; 

•  the  number  of  women  and  ethnic 
minority  faculty,  administrators  arid  stu¬ 
dents  ; 

•  procedures  to  ensure  racial  and 
sexual  inclusiveness. 


THREE  NEW 
BESTSELLERS 
COMING 
IN  MARCH! 

The  Festival  of  Books  program  is  adding 
three  new  titles  to  its  list  of  over  50 
popular  books.  Join  the  program  by 
ordering  a  pre-pak  of  100  books  or  a 
mini-pak  of  50  books  and  enjoy  these 
benefits: 

•  Provide  good  Christian  reading  to  your 
church  members 

•  Get  a  15%  discount  on  your  order 

•  Use  the  profits  to  enhance  your 
church's  ministry 

•  Use  the  Festival  of  Books  for  church 
study  classes. 

Contact  your  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center 
or  local  Cokesbury  Bookstore  for  complete  details. 

The  latest  Festival  of  Books  bestsellers  are: 

The  Christ  of  the  Mount,  by  E.  Stanley  Jones. 

Order  No.  A01-069254,  $2.45. 

Triumph  Over  Tragedy,  by  Iona  Henry 
McLaughlin  with  Frank  S.  Mead. 

Order  No.  A01-426405.  $1.50. 

Understanding  the  Christian  Faith. 

by  Georgia  Harkness. 

Order  No.  AOl-429552.  $1.95. 

Plus  sales  tax.  IJ  applicable,  and  transportation, 

Prices  subject  to  change. 

Festival  of  Books  titles  are  also  available 
for  individual  purchase  at  your  Cokesbury 
Bookstore  or  Regional  Service  Center.  You 
can  order  by  phone,  by  mail,  or  pick  them 
up  yourself. 
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Please  enter  my  subscription  for  1  year  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
(Please  Print) 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ _ 

CITY  _ CHURCH _ 

STATE _ ZIP _ 

Return  to  your  local  church  office,  pastor,  LUM  agent,  collection  plate  or  The  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Reporter  office,  P.O.  Box  3057,  B.R.  70821. 

The  gift  that  keeps  on  coming  for  52  weeks  and  only  costs  $4.00. 

Send  a  subscription  to  your  church  paper  to  a  friend  or  two. 


NOTICE  TO  CLERGY: 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  request  a 
Leave  of  Absence  or  the  renewal  of  a 
Leave,  of  Absence ;  anyone  who  plans 
to  retire  at  the  Annual  Conference 
must  make  a  written  request  90-days 
prior  to  Annual  Conference,  which 
begins  June  1.  The  request  should  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  and  a  copy 
to  the  Ministers’  Superintendent. 

Clyde  Frazier,  Chairperson 
Committee  on 
Conference  Relations 


Around  the  conference 


This  picture  of  the  "Almost  completed”  Bayou  Blue  UMC  (formerly 
LaGrance  UMC).  The  church,  near  Houma,  is  expected  to  be  completed 
sometime  this  month.  The  pastor,  Rev.  S.  W.  Seals,  is  very  excited  about  the 
new  building.  In  fact,  he  is  even  selling  twenty-four  of  the  pews  from  the  old 
church.  He  says  they  are  ten  feet  long,  and  you  may  contact  him  if  you  are 
interested.  We  do  not  advertise  in  this  part  of  the  paper,  so  sneaky  little 
announcements  have  to  do! 

Year  end  report:  United  Methodist  Men 


By  Ernest  C.  Arnold,  Conference 
President  —  1980  has  been  the  best  year 
ever  for  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Men.  We  are  not  where  we  should  be,  or 
where  we  shall  be,  but  we  are  on  the  way. 
Credit  for  this  year  goes  to  many  people 
—  district  directors,  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  pastors,  also  to  our  chief  pastor, 
Bishop  Shamblin,  who  happens  to  be  a 
Life  Member  of  United  Methodist  Men 
and,  finally,  to  you  in  the  local  churches 
who  keep  the  ball  rolling. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  at  large 
has  gained  100  charters  per  month  this 
year.  In  Louisiana  in  1977,  we  had  50 
chartered  fellowships.  As  of  this  date  we 
have  passed  100  fellowships.  This  means 
about  one  of  every  four  churches  has  a 
chartered  fellowship.  This  is,  by  no 
means,  all  of  the  fellowships  operating  in 
the  state.  This  does  mean,  however,  that 
if  you  are  not  chartered  we  have  no  way 
of  knowing  who  you  are. 

If  you  will  check  the  new  1980 
Discipline,  Paragraph  262.6,  you  will  find 
the  stronger  statement  concerning 
UNITED  METHODIST  MEN.  It  says, 

Each  church  or  charge  shall  be 
encouraged  to  have  a  fellowship  of 
UNITED  METHODIST  MEN.  chartered 
through  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  to 
provide  another  channel  for  involving 
men  in  the  total  ministry  of  the  church. 

262.6(E)  — 

The  duly  appointed  pastor(s)  of  the 
church  shall  be  ex-officio  member(s)  of 
its  fellowship  and  its  executive 
committee. 

Let  me  remind  you  of  the  BIG  ONE: 
Purdue  '81  —  July  10-12.  Congress  of 
United  Methodist  Men  in  Lafayette, 
Indiana. 

Booster  registrations  of  $55  are  needed 
now.  Bus  transportation  is  being 
arranged  again  this  year.  One  bus  will 
leave  New  Orleans;  hopefully,  another 
will  leave  from  some  other  part  of  the 
state. 

Do  not  forget  to  secure  funds  in  your 
local  churches  to  take  one  or  more  young 
men.  We  recommend  also  that  you  take 


your  pastor. 

One  of  the  disappointing  statistics  this 
year  is  that  we  did  not  support  the  WATS 
LINE  to  the  Upper  Room  Prayer 
Ministry  in  Nashville  as  we  have  in  the 
past. 

Advance  specials 

United  Methodists  gave  over  a  half 
million  dollars  to  advance  special 
programs  in  1980.  The  most  significant 
increase  in  Conference  Advance  Specials 
was  the  Good  Samaritan,  Easter  and 
Christmas  Offerings.  This  increase  has 
been  the  turning  point  for  six  institutions 
owned  by  the  Conference.  A  break-down 
of  giving  is  as  follows: 

1980 

ADVANCE  SPECIALS 

Alexandria  District  $31,452.37 

Baton  Route/Hammond 
District  84,769.79 

Baton  Route/Lafayette  District  40,246.45 
Lake  Charles  District  61,780.99 

Monroe  District  66,286.98 

New  Orleans/Houma  District  34,754.10 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District  49,226.94 

Ruston  District  65,644.87 

Shreveport  District  89,292.45 

La.  Conference  347.00 

TOTAL  $523,801.94 
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SHREVEPORT  —  Members  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  have  participated  in  a 
three-week  event  called  ‘‘Living  in  Faith 
Event,”  and,  in  typical  United  Methodist 
fashion,  abbreviated  L.I.F.E.  (you  know, 
we  can  not  do  anything  without  initials) ! 
Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  and  Rev.  James 
Moore  were  leaders  of  two  different 
series;  ‘‘History  of  the  Bible”  and  ‘‘When 
Someone  You  Love  Dies.” 

*  *  * 

OAKDALE  —  Rev.  Spiller  Milton, 
pastor  of  Oakdale  UMC,  delivered  the 
Christmas  message  at  the  Mid-night 
Christmas  Eve  Mass,  celebrated  at  the 
Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic  Church  of 
Oakdale.  Mr.  Milton  said,  ‘‘This  was  the 
first  time  a  Protestant  has  ever  been 
asked  to  preach  at  any  of  their  services 
of  worship.” 

*  *  * 

BATON  ROUGE  —  A  seminar  on  the 
person  and  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
was  conducted  by  Dr.  Ross  Whetstone, 
Executive  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship 
at  Broadmoor  UMC.  According  to  the 
church  paper  from  Jefferson  UMC,  ‘‘The 
seminar  was  prepared  to  provide  a  study 
experience  for  people  seeking  new  under¬ 
standings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  He  touches 
our  lives  and  as  we  respond  to  His  work 
in  the  church  and  in  the  world  today.” 

COVINGTON  —  The  Rev.  Steven  M. 
Spurlock,  co-chairperson  of  the 
Committee  on  Disaster  Relief  announced 
that  the  committee  will  sponsor  a  24-hour 
workshop  February  27-28  at  Camp 
Istrouma  near  Greenwell  Springs.  There 
will  be  resource  persons  from  the 


American  Red  Cross,  the  Office  of 
Emergency  Preparedness,  FEMA,  the 
National  Division  of  UMCOR,  and 
Church  World  Service.  Persons 
interested  in  attending  the  workshop 
should  contact  either  Mr.  Spurlock  or 
Doris  Pennington  the  other  co-chair¬ 
person  of  the  committee.  The  expenses 
for  room  and  board  will  be  paid  by  the 
conference  committee;  and  the 
workshop  is  limited  to  thirty  persons. 
Deadline  for  registering  is  Friday, 
February  20. 

WELSH  —  Dr.  Harold  W.  Porter  a 
resident  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
presented  a  slide  program  on  “The 
Passion  Play”  of  Oberammergau, 
Germany.  The  residence  of  this  small 
village  in  the  southern  region  of  that 
country  have  continuously  presented  the 
production  every  tenth  year  since  the 
1630’s.  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Porter,  who  are  retired 
professors  in  University  Adminstrator, 
are  members  of  the  Centenary  UMC  in 
Winston-Salem.  Members  of  First  UMC 
expressed  appreciation  for  the  program. 

*  *  * 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District  Board  of  the  Laity 
entertained  465  persons  at  their  annual 
Laity  Banquet,  held  at  Broadmoor 
UMC.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Would  you  believe  it?  The  editor 
was  given  complimentary  tickets  to  the 
banquet  just  so  he  would  take  pictures  of 
the  event;  and  not  a  one  of  them  came 
out.  Probably  because  of  D.  L.’s  shining 
rhetoric  was  too  much  for  the  film! 


You  can’t  see  him,  but  the  person  behind  the  chart  is  Dr. 
Wayne  Bondurant,  from  the  General  Board  of  Pensions.  He 
met  with  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  during  the 
Convocation  of  Boards  to  help  work  through  the  various 
aspects  of  the  proposals  which  will  be  made  to  the  annual 
conference  concerning  the  new  pension  program. 


The  current  class  of  prospective  Local  Pastors  at  the  Baton  Rouge  school, 
with  their  leader  for  the  morning.  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan.  When  the  class  is 
finished  on  March  7,  they  will  be  eligible  for  the  Annual  Conference  to  vote 
that  they  be  used  as  Local  Pastors. 


_  I 

Tom  Peyton  Memorial 
arts  festival,  Alexandria 


The  Tom  Peyton  Memorial  Arts 
Festival  of  the  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
opens  Friday,  February  20  with  a 
reception  and  presentation  of  awards  in 
the  church’s  fellowship  hall  from  7  to  9 
p.m.  according  to  the  chairmen,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  William  D.  Long. 

This  is  the  church’s  15th  annual 
festival,  sponsored  each  year  by  the 
Commission  on  Worship  and  supported 
by  community  patrons  with  assistance 
from  the  Louisiana  Arts  Council.  The 
festival  was  renamed  the  Peyton  festival 
at  the  close  of  1980  events  to  honor  the 
memory  of  the  late  Rev.  Tom  B.  Peyton, 
associate  minister  of  the  church  from 
1971  to  1976  and  an  advocate  of  creative 
expression.  An  endowment  fund  set  up  in 
his  memory  last  year  will  assist  in  the 
support  of  future  arts  festivals. 

The  1981  schedule  of  events,  all  at  the 
church  at  2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexandria, 
will  include: 

February  21  —  Saturday,  9:30  a. m. -noon, 
Children’s  Day,  "Movement  in  Art,” 
led  by  Jill  McCrary. 

February  22  —  Sunday,  3:00  p.m.  — 
Haydn’s  "Mass  in  D  Minor"  by  choir, 
guest  soloists  and  orchestra. 

February  23  —  7:00  p.m.  —  "Paragraph" 
drama  by  the  After  Dinner  Players  of 
Houston. 

February  28  —  Saturday,  9:00  a. m. -3 .00 
p.m.  —  "Tapestry  Weaving  on  a 


Frame  Loom,”  workshop  by  Jane 
Allen. 

February  28  —  Saturday,  3:00  p.m.  — 
Chamber  music  concert,  the  Kushner- 
Sahlann  Trio  of  Lake  Charles. 

Speaker  for  Sunday  morning  worship 
services,  February  20,  will  be  Bishop 
Monk  Bryan,  resident  bishop  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Nebraska  and  a 
member  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 
Bishop  Bryan’s  topic  will  be  "When 
Participatory  Art  Becomes  Real  Life.” 

At  the  10:45  a.m.  service,  February  22, 
a  new  festival  banner  in  Mr.  Peyton’s 
memory  will  be  dedicated. 

The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  minister  of 
First  Methodist  Alexandria,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  worship  services  March  1. 

In  addition  to  the  furied  competitive 
show  of  art  works  (which  will  for  the  first 
time  this  year  include  sculpture)  there 
will  be  exhibited  weavings  by  Jane  Allen, 
art  work  of  kindergarten  children  and  18 
stained  glass  panels  from  the  Dufour 
Glass  Studio,  Baton  Rouge. 

All  performances  and  exhibits  are 
open  to  the  public  free  of  charge.  Exhibit 
hours  are  through  March  3,  weekdays 
from  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Saturdays 
9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  and  Sundays,  1-5 
p.m.  Exhibits  will  also  be  open  before 
and  after  each  special  event. 

For  further  information  call  the  church 
office  at  (318  )  443-5696. 
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hat  ten  million 
dollars  could  do 


“If  someone  gave  the  Louisiana 
Confeience  ten  million  dollars  this  week 
and  we  could  immediately  invest  it  all  in 
new  church  sites,  we  could  not  possibly 
cover  all  the  areas  where  new  churches 
need  to  be  located.”  This  was  the  opening 
statement  when  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland 
gave  a  report  to  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  recently. 

The  committee’s  report  is  the  result  of 
several  year’s  work.  Demographic 
studies  were  made  in  New  Orleans, 
Baton  Rouge,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles, 
and  Shreveport.  Dr.  James  Davis,  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  Dr.  Tex  Samples,  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  are  both  specialists  in  the 
field.  Each  of  them  spent  time  in  these 
areas  doing  the  work. 

Woodland  reminded  the  board  that 
Aldersgate,  in  Slidell,  and  St.  Timothy  in 
Mandeville,  were  the  first  few  churches 
begun  in  the  state  in  a  good  many  years. 
There  are  large  areas  where  the 
population  has  literally  exploded,  but 
where  no  church  location  has  been 
obtained. 

Inasmuch  as  this  has  been  named  the 
Year  of  Evangelism,  Woodland  quoted 
Lyle  Shaller.  that  60-80%  of  the  adults 


who  are  reclaimed  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  are  adults  who  join  new 
churches  in  growing  communities. 

“Church  extension  has  formerly  been  a 
district  matter,”  Woodlawn  said,  “but 
the  need  is  so  great,  the  price  of  land  so 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  a  local  group,  and 
the  necessity  for  larger  perspective 
planning,  all  make  it  necessary  for  us  to 
change  our  tactics.” 

Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is  really  the 
one  who  pushed  for  the  organization  of 
the  committees  and  who  urged  on  its 
work.  Branton  said,  “we  have  now  made 
a  salary  supplement  available  so  that  the 
kind  of  minister  who  possesses 
leadership  necessary  for  a  new  church 
could  be  placed  there.  The  Board  of  the 
Laity  sponsors  the  1,000  Club  for  new 
buildings  and  for  the  relocation  of  older 
ones.  What  is  needed  most  now  is  land  — 
in  the  right  location  —  so  that  strong  new 
churches  may  be  started.” 

The  Board  is  working  on  a  series  of 
programs  which  will  soon  be  announced. 
Members,  in  the  discussion  period, 
expressed  great  excitement  about  the 
future. 


Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on 
Church  Extension,  presented  the  report  to  the  Boards  of 
Global  Ministries.  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Chairperson  of  the 
Board  and  Mrs.  Mary  Adele  Compton,  secretary,  are  also 
shown  on  the  left. 


Local  pastors  school 


Preparing  for  ministry 


God  still  calls  persons  to  the  ordained 
ministry  ;  but  they  do  not  come  with  all  of 
the  necessary  skills  in  place  and  ready  to 
use,  according  to  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards, 
chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Local 
Pastors  and  Associate  Members  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry. 

For  the  past  four  years,  the  Church  has 
been  involved  in  a  new  program  to 
prepare  persons  called  to  the  ministry. 
Initially,  they  go  through  a  study 
program  with  a  specially  trained  elder, 
when  they  “think  through”  the 
implications  of  their  call,  consider  their 
own  “gifts  and  graces,”  and  examine  the 
direction  their  “call”  should  lead.  This 
step  is  called  “Candidacy,”  and  involves 
not  only  a  specially  trained  ordained 
minister,  but  the  lay  persons  in  the 
Pastor  Parish  Relations  Committee  as 
well. 

The  second  step  is  a  ten-week  program 
of  study.  It  is  conducted  in  Baton  Rouge 
and  Ruston  on  ten  successive  Saturdays 


for  eight  hours  each  week.  This  Local 
Pastors  School  is  conducted  by  a  number 
of  ministers  within  the  Conference.  They 
teach  the  prospective  pastors  from  their 
own  experience. 

On  different  Saturdays,  the  group 
deals  with  such  questions  as  "how  do  you 
take  someone  into  the  church?”  “How  do 
you  plan  a  worship  service?  ”  "What  does 
one  do  when  there  is  a  funeral?”  "How 
do  you  organize  a  sermon?”  —  a  myriad 
of  practical  questions  —  organization, 
church  law,  pastoral  care,  etc. 

Prior  to  1977,  the  school  was  conducted 
by  correspondence,  graded  by  the 
General  Board  of  the  Ordained  Ministry 


by.  the  Annual 

65  ministers  . 
school  each  year, 
and  driving  the 
necessary  distance  to  make  certain  that 
this  “call”  God  has  placed  upon 
prospective  ministers  is  brought  to 
fulfillment. 


and  supervised 
Conference. 

Approximately 
participate  in  the 
giving  a  half-day 
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‘Symbolic’  openness  should  yield  to 
realistic  legislative  petition  rules 


The  right  of  any  individual  member  to 
submit  petitions  for  consideration  to  the 
General  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  be  retained  —  at  least 
through  1984. 

The  commission  responsible  for  plan¬ 
ning  the  1984  General  Conference  last 
month  tabled  a  proposal  that  would  allow 
only  local  churches  or  other  “official 
bodies  of  the  church”  to  submit  petitions 
for  General  Conference  consideration 
(see  TM/UMR,  Feb.  6).  The  commission 
members  called  the  present  system  “a 
symbol  of  our  openness.” 

We  commend  the  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  General  Conference  for  seek¬ 
ing  to  preserve  the  principle  of  openness 
to  input  from  all  members  in  our 
church’s  process  of  making  basic  de¬ 
cisions.  We  believe  the  commission  was 
wise  not  to  assume  responsibility  for  pur¬ 
suing  such  a  far-reaching  change  in  de¬ 
nominational  policy. 

However,  at  least  two  factors  —  one 
acknowledged  by  the  commission  —  sug¬ 
gest  that  further  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  proposal  which  the 
commission  tabled. 

More  than  20,000  petitions  were 
received  by  the  1980  General  Conference. 

It  is  a  practical  impossibility  for  1,000 
delegates,  divided  into  10  legislative 
committees,  responsibly  to  review,  make 
recommendations  and  take  action  on  so 
many  individual  petitions  in  the  span  of 
10  days. 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Morristown,  Tennessee 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  680  member 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Morristown, 

Tennessee  (Holston  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  300  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Morristown,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).”  ‘ 

My  Witness 


A  reduction  in  the  number  of  petitions 
received  would  obviously  allow  for  more 
time  to  be  spent  deliberating  on  each 
petition.  The  extent  to  which  eliminating 
individual  petitions  would  reduce  the 
total  number  of  petitions  received  is  un¬ 
certain.  However,  the  reduction 
probably  would  be,  as  the  commission 
noted,  “significant.” 

In  its  explanation  for  preserving  the 
present  system,  the  commission  —  inten¬ 
tionally  or  inadvertently  —  hit  upon  a 
separate,  but  related,  reason  to  consider 
revising  the  present  process. 

The  idea  that  each  member  of  the 
church  has  the  ability  individually  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  decisions  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  has  become  more  "symbolic” 
than  “real”  due  to  the  sheer  volume  of 
petitions  that  are  received.  With  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  petitions  from  individuals  al¬ 
ready  tend  to  receive  less  attention  than 
petitions  from  a  general  agency,  an 
annual  conference,  a  district,  a  local 
church,  or  any  other  “official  body”  — 
each  of  which  represents  the  thinking  of 
more  than  one  person. 

Any  individual  petition  which  merits 
the  consideration  of  General  Conference 
surely  can  win  approval  of  a  local 
church’s  administrative  board,  or  some 
other  corporate  church  body.  Such  a 
collective  endorsement  would  add  weight 
to  the  concerns  raised  by  the  individual 
petitioner.  Petitions  not  deemed  worthy 
of  endorsement  by  a  corporate  body  at 
the  local  church  level  are  not  likely  to  re¬ 
ceive  favorable  consideration  by  General 
Conference,  and  the  interests  of  the 
church  would  be  better  served  by  the 
General  Conference  not  having  to  deal 
with  such  petitions  at  all. 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  “symbolic” 
loss  which  would  occur  if  the  time-honor¬ 
ed  practice  of  allowing  individual 
petitions  was  discontinued.  We  question, 
however,  maintaining  a  symbolic  proce¬ 
dure  that  can  no  longer  reflect  the  reality 
of  how  policy  decisions  for  our  church 
are  actually  made. 

As  much  as  we  believe  in  and  affirm 
the  value  of  each  member  having  input 
into  the  decisions  affecting  the  future  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  we  believe 
the  time  has  come  for  us  to  admit  that 
our  present  system  of  trying  to  deal  with 
20,000  or  more  separate  legislative  pro¬ 
posals  every  four  years  is  unmanage¬ 
able.  We  believe  the  interests  of  the 
church  and  the  Kingdom  would  be  better 
served  by  fewer  petitions  receiving  a 
higher  quality  of  consideration  than  an 
ever-increasing  quantity  of  petitions  re¬ 
ceiving  scant  consideration. 


Quest  to  understand  God’s  nature 
must  go  beyond  male  imagery 


By  NANCY  R.  SMITH 
My  witness  is  to  my  own  need  and 
vulnerability,  as  well  as  to  those  things 
which  I  affirm.  It  is  in  that  spirit  of  need 
that  I  share  my  concern  about  the  “God- 
language”  we  use.  , 

For  me,  God  was  always  Father,  and 
even  though  I  knew  that  “He”  was  Spirit, 
nevertheless,  my  feelings  toward  God 
and  my  ideas  about  God  were  always 
directly  influenced  by  that  male 
imagery. 

At  some  point  in  my  own  conscious¬ 
ness-raising,  I  realized  what  I  was  miss¬ 
ing  by  limiting  my  understanding  of  God 
to  specifically  male  aspects  and  attri¬ 
butes.  I  learned  that  our  culture  and 
language  reserved  certain  adjectives 
and  characteristics  for  males  and  other 
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Here  I  Stand 

Basic  themes  of  Jesus9  message  offer 
cure  for  church  9s  declining  health 


FEBRUARY  13, 1981 


Mr.  Nielsen 


By  IMMANUEL  NIELSEN 

Earnest  Christians  are  very  troubled 
when  their  fellowship  suffers  loss  while 
the  population  increases.  Who,  they  ask, 
can  diagnose  and  find  a  cure  for  its  de¬ 
clining  health? 

God’s  Good  News  to  the  lpst,  poor, 
oppressed,  enslaved  and  blind  was  made 
known  in  the  life,  words  and  deeds  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  message  has  not 
changed.  The  call  to  repentance  land  the 
experience  of  forgiveness,  healing,  free¬ 
dom  and  spiritual  vitality  brought  about 
a  new  sense  of  meaning,  health  and  joy. 
Believers’  hearts  overflowed  with  grati¬ 
tude  and  praise.  Humble  witnesses  spoke 
with  a  firm  conviction  which  surprised 
both  friends  and  strangers;  hence  hear¬ 
ers  were  moved  to  seek,  discover  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  secret  of  victorious  liv¬ 
ing.  With  the  cross  as  the  symbol  of  suf¬ 
fering  and  victory  through  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  flame  as  a  sign  of  the  Holy 
Spirit’s  presence  and  power,  they  heeded  ' 
the  Master’s  call  to  proclaim  the  Good 
News  at  the  cost  of  ridicule,  persecution, 
imprisonment  and  martyrdom. 

Our  denomination’s  founder,  John 
Wesley,  deplored  the  wrong  attitudes  of 


church  and  civic  leaders  who  deceived 
the  people.  A  strict  discipline  of  study, 
prayer,  meditation,  and  worship  preceded 
his  decision  to  preach  to  the  despised,  to  help 
the  poor,  and  to  teach  the  people  who  joined 
his  devotional  groups. 

A  few  years  later  an  illuminating 
experience  of  God’s  forgiveness,  love 
and  presence  gave  his  ministry  a  new 
urgency  and  power.  Not  creed,  dogma, 
legalism  or  argument,  but  transforming 
experience  and  guidance  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  affirmed  for  him  the  fact  of  God’s 
infinite  love  for  all  human  beings. 

Some  have  become  idolaters 

Anyone  in  a  home,  shop,  office,  pew, 
classroom  or  pulpit  who  lacks  an  ex¬ 
perience  of  true  repentance,  a  sense  of 
forgiveness,  a  new  freedom  and  the  as¬ 
surance  of  divine  guidance  can  hardly 
know  or  appreciate  the  boundless  joy  and 
spiritual  exhilaration  of  a  Christian  who 
invites  other  people  to  respond  to  God’s 
steadfast,  redemptive  love. 

Has  the  church  lost  its  appeal  or 
neglected  its  mission?  Critics  feel  thait 
churches  overlook  human  need;  friends 
speak  about  a  love  grown  cold,  a  muted 
message  and  a  faint  spirit.  People  who 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


UMC’s  ‘special  role’  in  hostage  crisis 
went  ‘well  beyond’  religious  authority 


adjectives  and  characteristics  for  fe¬ 
males,  and  that  my  concept  of  God  had 
included  primarily  those  adjectives  and 
characteristics  which  our  culture  re¬ 
serves  for  males. 

I  tried  to  think  of  God  as  my  “heavenly 
Mother”  as  well  as  my  “heavenly 
Father,”  but  I  could  not!  I  felt  cheated, 
even  though  I  well  understood  the  limits 
of  our  language  and  the  limits  of  our 
finite  minds  in  trying  to  think  about  the 
infinite  God.  Sometimes  I  envy  those  who 
can  worship  God  without  conceptualizing 
in  human  terms;  I  cannot  —  except  on 
rare  occasions  —  for  my  concept  of  God 
is  a  very  personal  concept,  and  all  the 
persons  I  know  are  either  male  or 
female. 

And  so,  I  once  made  a  pact  with  myself 
that  I  would  not  address  God  as  Father 
until  I  could  with  equal  comfort  address 
God  as  Mother!  Seven  years  later  I  do,  at 
times,  relate  to  God  as  Father,  though 
with  a  certain  sadness  at  my  continuing 
inability  to  feel  natural  and  unself-con¬ 
scious  in  addressing  God  as  Mother. 

As  a  woman,  I  wish  the  church  would 
help  me  in  my  quest  to  expand  my  under¬ 
standing  of  God  to  include  mothering  as¬ 
pects  and  female  characteristics  —  as¬ 
pects  and  characteristics  which  are 
taught  in  the  Bible  but  have  often  been 
buried  either  by  sexist  translations  or  by 
our  own  inability  to  use  those  images  and 
relate  to  them.  And,  as  a  Christian 
educator,  I  wish  the  church  school  would 
take  the  time,  the  trouble,  and  the  work 
to  expand,  enrich,  and  enlarge  its  teach¬ 
ings  about  God  so  that  others,  both  girls 
and  boys,  will  not  grow  up  with  the 
same  limitations  in  their  thinking  which  I 
have  had. 

It  is  an  effort  constantly  to  rethink  our 
accustomed  ways  of  expressing  our¬ 
selves,  and  it  is  an  effort  to  arrange  our 
words  without  constant  use  of  “He”  and 
“Him"  and  “His”  when  referring  to  God. 
But  making  the  effort  to  be  inclusive  in 
our  God-language  in  Sunday  School  and 
in  worship  services  would  further  my 
own  growth  and  enrich  us  all. 

Sometimes  the  phrasings  seem 
awkward,  and  there  is  an  unwillingness 
to  “do  violence  to  the  English  language.” 
If  we  realize,  however,  that  our  use  of  the 
English  language  reflects  and  per¬ 
petuates  a  patriarchal,  sexist  system 
which  does  violence  to  persons,  perhaps 
we  will  be  more  willing  to  change  even  so 
basic  a  system  of  our  language! 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Nancy  R. 
Smith,  is  a  member  of  the  Mansfield 
UMC  in  Mansfield,  Massachusetts 
(Southern  New  England  Conference). 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  to  advise  you  that  I  abhor,  abso¬ 
lutely  and  without  qualification,  the 
article  in  the  January  23  issue,  by  Roy 
Beck,  concerning  the  healing  of  Iran-U.S. 
wounds.  Not  only  was  the  article  untime¬ 
ly,  but  it  presented  an  opinion  which 
could  not  possibly  represent  accurately 
the  feelings  of  the  majority  of  American 
United  Methodists. 

I  have  felt  for  many  years  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  hierarchy  does 
not  honestly  reflect  the  collective  opinion 
of  its  membership.  This  article  is  a  prime 
example.  I  realize  that  this  incongruity 
with  regard  to  representation  exists  be¬ 
cause  the  majority  of  United  Methodists 
remain  silent!  I  will  not! 

The  week  of  our  Presidential 
Inauguration  was  certainly  an  emotional 
time  for  patriotic  Americans.  Buoyed  by 
the  psychological  “high”  resulting  from 
the  inaugural  celebrations  (which  we 
needed  as  a  nation),  I  was  really  moved 
emotionally  as  I  watched  the  pre¬ 
emptive  development  of  the  hostage  re¬ 
lease  actions.  For  me,  that  week  wa§.o,ne 
of  wet  eyes,  lumpy  throat  and  a  sincere 
appreciation,  for  my  country  and  those 
who  represent  us  overseas. 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that,  if 
the  U.M.  Church  “won  trust  to  play  a 
special  role”  in  Iran  and  now  seeks  to 
continue  that  role,  it  is  acting  well 
beyond  its  religious  authority  in  inter 
national  political  affairs,  and,  indeed,  is 
presenting  a  philosophy  which  is  con 
trary  to  the  majority  opinion  of  its  U.S 
membership! 

DaleB.  Peckman 

Export,  Pennsylvania 

I’m  still  ticked  off 

To  the  Editor: 

I  guess  maybe  the  United  Methodist 
bishops  have  a  better  line  to  the  Lord 
than  I  do,  because  I  am  still  pretty  ticked 
off  by  what  the  Iranians  pulled  with  our 
former  U.S.  hostages. 

On  the  positive  side,  I  would  like  to  say 
former  President  Jimmy  Carter  did  a 
fantastic  job  with  the  hostage  negotia¬ 
tions;  and,  by  the  way,  Jimmy  Carter 
was  a  great  president  during  his  term  in 
office  and  our  country  owes  him  a  huge 
debt  of  thanks. 

,  Tony  Pena 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Solution  would  be  to  make 
minorities,  women  equal 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  Mr.  Darrell  Turner’s  assertion 
that  “quota  squabbling  is  counterpro¬ 
ductive”  (TM/UMR,  Jan.  16)  to  be 
counter-productive  to  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  in  the  church.  If  Mr.  Turner  feels 
that  there  is  too  much  protest  about  un¬ 
der-representation  of  ethnic  minorities 
and  women  at  church  meetings  and  in 
church  agencies,  wouldn’t  the  more  pro¬ 
ductive  solution  be  to  have  these  groups 
adequately  represented  rather  than  to 
have  them  stop  protesting? 

I  also  take  issue  with  Mr.  Turner’s 
trivialization  of  the  women’s  movement 
and  of  ethnic  minority  group  movements 
by  labeling  their  protests  as  “squab¬ 
bling”  and  by  making  fun  of  their 
legitimate  concerns.  If  we  are  to, 
remember,  as  Mr.  Turner  instructs  us, 
that  all  groups  in  the  church  are 
important,  may  I  suggest  that  we  do  just 
that. 

Teri  Shugart 

Aptos,  California 

Bible  needed  for  integrity 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Larry  Castillo-Wilson  s 
Jan.  16  “Here  I  Stand”  article  on  what 
the  UMC  needs,  I  have  some  comments. 

We  do  not  need  the  Book  of  Discipline 
for  religious  integrity.  Instead,  we  need 
to  take  the  Bible  seriously  We  need  to 
worship  the  Lord  our  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth.  We  need  to  put  our  faith  into 
practice  full-time. 

Marvelous  things  happen  when  such 
obedience  becomes  a  reality.  Take  the 
North  Georgia  Annual  Conference,  for 
example  Today,  a  great  many  of  those 
United  Methodists  know  what  it  means  to 


be  spirit-filled.  Because  God  has  become 
so  real  to  them,  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
praise  Him  with  joyous  songs  and 
applause.  Sometimes  they  even  raise 
their  hands  in  holy  reverence.  The  gifts 
of  the  Spirit  are  also  in  operation.  Mem¬ 
bers  are  being  baptised  in  God’s  Holy 
Spirit,  receiving  healing  as  well  as  for¬ 
giveness. 

Such  goings-on  you  won’t  find  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Book  of  Discipline.  You  will, 
however,  find  them  in  the  Bible.  The 
Book  of  Psalms  and  Acts,  the  Letters  to 
Timothy  are  just  a  few  of  the  places 
where  you’ll  find  instructions  on  how  to 
worship.  And  that’s  the  truth ! 

Sunday  church  services  are  no  longer 
the  dull,  formal  obligation  they  once 
were  for  many  North  Georgia  United 
Methodists.  Instead,  they  are  relevant, 
joyous  and  rewarding.  What  a  blessing! 

Jon  Morgan 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

Spiritual  growth  comes 
only  through  trust  in  God 

To  the  Editor  : 

In  the  article  headlined  “Spiritual 
growth  enthusiasm  can  bring 
friction’ ’(see  TM/UMR,  Jan.  23),  two 
statements  worried  me:  (1)  “We  realize 
that  we  can’t  help  the  laity  unless  we 
pastors  help  ourselves”;  and  (2) 
“Spiritual  formation  is  forming  oneself 
in  the  image  of  Christ.” 

I  don’t  believe  we  can  form  ourselves 
in  the  image  of  Christ  no  matter  how 
hard  we  try!  Too  much  has  been  said 
already  about  helping  ourselves,  and  it 
will  all  be  okay  if  we  “just  try  harder  and 
work  together.”  Where  is  God  in  this 
picture? 

I  feel  the  following  scriptures  (RSV) 
address  this: 

Ephesians  2:10:  “For  we  are  His  work¬ 
manship.” 

II  Corinthians  3:5:  “Not  that  we  are 
competent  ourselves  to  claim  anything 
as  coming  from  us;  our  competence  is 
from  God.” 

I  Corinthians  2:5:  “  .  .  .  that  your  faith 
might  not  rest  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but 
in  the  power  of  God.” 

I  Corinthians  4:20:  “For  the  kingdom 
of  God  does  not  consist  in  talk  but  in 
power.” 

Spiritual  growth  can  only  come 
through  more  trust  and  dependence  on 
God,  and  less  confidence  in  our  human 
abilities.  We  ignore  Jesus’  coming  to  us 
when  we  try  to  find  all  the  answers  within 
ourselves  and  our  church  programs. 

As  Paul  said,  “I  planted,  Apollos 
watered,  but  God  gave  the  growth.” 

Janet  Mundwiller 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Appalachia  work  needs  help 

To  the  Editor: 

Joyce  Hopkins’  article  in  the  Jan.  23 
issue  headlined  “Appalachia:  part  of 
Third  World,  Christians  fight  exploita¬ 
tion,”  described  two  United  Methodist 
groups  —  “HEAD”  (Human  Economic 
Appalachian  Development)  and 
“LAND”  (Land  for  Appalachia’s  New 
Development),  which  are  seeking  to 
help.  This  is  what  I  term  “grass  roots 
religion,”  and  it  is  extremely  valuable 
and  constructive. 

However,  it  will  be  a  losing  battle  for 
these  and  other  like  programs  if  the 
local,  state  and  county  leaders  do  not  use 
their  influence  to  produce  strenuous 
legislative  actions  in  their  respective 
bodies  to  “unstrangle”  the  holds  of  ex¬ 
ploitation. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest. 

Bill  A.  Felton 
Melbourne,  Florida 

Article  made  explicit 

To  the  Editor: 

A  reader  of  TM/UMR  (Robert  J. 
Phillips,  “Letters  to  the  Editor,”  Jan.  9) 
has  objected  to  a  statement  attributed  to 
me  in  your  December  5,  1980  article 
headlined  “Church  interest  in  Muslims 
on  the  rise.”  Lest  misunderstanding  pre¬ 
vail,  I  wish  to  make  explicit  what  I  feel  is 
implicit  in  the  article. 

The  context  of  the  quote  indicates  that 
I  was  speaking  from  a  Muslims 
perspective.  Muslims  believe  that  they 


know  what  the  Christian  faith  truly  is  be¬ 
cause  the  Qur’an  describes  not  only  the 
corruptions  which  the  Christian  church 
has  perpetrated  upon  that  true  faith,  but 
also  the  true  nature  of  Jesus  as  a  pro¬ 
phet.  Hence,  they  do  not  disagree  with 
their  own  understanding  of  what  the  faith 
of  Christians  ought  to  be.  Rather, 
Muslims  oppose  certain  teachings  of  the 
church  because  those  teachings  are? 
from  their  point  of  view,  a  distortion  of 
the  true  faith  that  is  given  by  God,  a  faith 
which  Christians  and  Muslims  have  in 
common. 

I  would  agree  with  Mr.  Phillips  that 
there  are  fundamental  differences 
between  Islam  and  Christianity  which 
need  to  be  recognized  and  understood. 
My  statement  does  not  mitigate  against 
this,  contrary  to  what  Mr.  Phillips 
implies.  But,  I  would  go  on  to  add  that 
fundamental  similarities  must  also  be 
admitted,  understood,  and  appreciated 
in  order  for  discussion  between 
Christians  and  Muslims  to  be  “legitimate 
and  healthy."  Byron  L.  Haines 

Hartford,  Connecticut 

‘Dukes’  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  infuriated  at  the  accusations  of 
violence  directed  at  the  “Dukes  of 
Hazzard”  TV  program  in  the  Jan.  9 
article  headlined  “UM  deplores  TV 
violence  level.” 

There  is  no  cleaner  program  on  TV. 
There  is  no  killing,  no  hatred  evidenced, 
and  much  concerning  family  loyalty  and 
high  ideals. 

Would  the  person  quoted  prefer  that  all 
programs  be  about  couples  living 
together  without  marriage,  that  all  extol 
murder  through  abortion,  or  give  full 
directions  on  how  to  have  sex,  complete 
with  demonstrations  of  all  contracep¬ 
tives  so  that  our  youth  could  try  it  as  soon 
as  they  get  a  chance? 

There  is  plenty  the  person  making 
these  accusations  could  be  doing  for  God, 
or  is  he  trying  to  draw  attention  away 
from  his  insidious  undermining  of  a  once- 
great  old  church?  Doro(hy  Holifield 

Bloomfield,  Missouri 

Susanna’s  counsel  holds 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  method  of  teaching  church 
history,  I  have  developed  a  portrayal  of 
Susanna  Wesley.  In  it  I  include  her  words 
to  son  John,  when  he  was  considering  the 
ministry:  “The  end  result  of  preaching 
should  be  to  mend  people’s  lives,  not  to 
stuff  their  heads  with  unprofitable 
speculation.” 

Perhaps  her  counsel  still  holds  wisdom 
and  direction  for  our  day. 

Barbara  Driver 
Quenemo,  Kansas 


listen  to  the  conversation,  or  observe  the 
action,  of  some  church  members  may  not 
be  able  to  distinguish  them  from  unbe¬ 
lievers.  Although  called  to  seek  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God  as  their  primary  goal,  they 
have  become  idolaters  whose  gods  are 
fame,  pleasure,  power  and  wealth. 

Concerned  parents  bring  their  children 
to  the  church  school  to  learn  about  the 
people  and  teachings  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  There  they  are  taught  to 
share  their  things,  to  live  in  peace,  to  be 
kind  to  others,  and  to  love  and  trust  the 
God  who  came  to  us  in  Jesus  Christ.  But 
people  often  talk  peace  and  prepare  for 
war,  cheat  while  talking  about  fair  play, 
put  success  ahead  of  integrity  and  con¬ 
fuse  biblical  faith  with  a  national  mood. 
Did  John  Wesley  sense  the  threat  of  these 
subtle  temptations,  of  giving  homage  to 
false  gods,  when  he  assured  an  inquirer 
that  the  institution  would  no  doubt  survive 
though  its  life  and  spirit  might  be  in  jeopardy? 

Anyone  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
New  Testament  standards  of  faith  and 
practice  can’t  fail  to  recognize  how  Jesus 
lifted  children,  women,  foreigners  and 
outcasts  to  a  level  equal  with  all  others. 
The  church  has  failed  to  heed  his  teach¬ 
ing  and  example— a  sin  for  which  we  must 
repent  and  atone.  The  existence  of  quotas, 
prescribed  balance  and  specific  regulations 
shows  the  need  to  face  the  question:  "What 
must  the  church  do  to  be  saved?  ’  ’ 

A  transforming  experience  can  lead  to 
the  rejection  of  a  desire  for  the  chief 
seats  and  result  in  a  willing  acceptance 
of  a  servant’s  role.  When  a  group  of 
angry  Jews  wanted  a  simple  man  to 
make  a  rash  statement  against  Jesus,  he 
replied:  "One  thing  I  know,  I  was  blind 
but  now  I  see.”  Many  of  life’s 
experiences  are  a  mystery  to  the 
doubter,  but  any  Christian  who  humbly 
shares  them  affirms  their  reality  in  both 
word  and  deed. 

Scriptures  nourished  converts 

The  first  Methodists  were  called  Bible 
moths,  because  Mr.  Wesley  used  the 
Scriptures  to  nourish  each  convert’s 
spiritual  growth  and  fortify  them  against 
doubt  and  ridicule.  Prayer  meetings,  dis¬ 
cussion  groups  and  sharing  of  pertinent 
experiences  helped  people  grow  in  grace 
and  conviction.  Many  United  Methodists 
today  neglect  similar  sources  of  help  and 
guidance  except  on  special  occasions.  If 
members  are  poorly  trained  and  vaguely 
related  to  the  Christian  fellowship,  they 
may  feel  out  of  place  or  unwanted.  But 
where  they  encounter  warmth,  a  caring 
group  of  believers,  and  opportunities  for 
friendship,  discussion,  study  and  creative 
activity,  they  gain  assurance  and  spiritual 
perception.  People  will  rarely  leave  the 
church  where  they  feel  at  home,  encour¬ 
aged,  loved  and  wanted,.  “Where  members 
find  friends  and  leaders  willing  to  listen  to 
folk  of  all  ages,  the  Christian  spirit  becomes 
a  healing  and  unifying  force. 

Methodists  have  always  been  known  as 
a  singing  fellowship,  and  each  time  we  meet 
ought  to  be  a  time  oif  rejoicing.  When  people 
have  been  deluged  with  bad  news,  cynical 
remarks  and  negative  attitudes,  they  are 
looking  for  moments  of  inspiration  as  well 
as  possible  solutions  to  difficult  problems. 
Although  every  Christian  serves  God  ac¬ 
cording  to  given  ability,  the  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  bears  a  special  responsibility.  That  per¬ 
son  must  be  sensitive  to  human  need,  ade¬ 
quately  prepared  to  interpret  the  Scriptures, 
inspired  to  preach  and  seek  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

An  improvement  of  the  spiritual 
climate  of  the  churches  might  inspire 
persons  to  answer  God’s  call  to  dedicated 
service  .  .  .  and  how  many  members  sus¬ 
tain  their  ministers  with  prayer, 
personal  assistance,  friendship  and  en¬ 
couragement?  When  the  symbols  of  the 
cross  and  the  flame  become  transformed 
into  sacrificial,  liberating,  enabling 
service  to  the  individual  and  the  world, 
the  church  will  become  an  effective 
agent  of  God’s  love,  mercy  and  re¬ 
demptive  task  —  and  the  fruits  will  be  a 
deep,  inviting  and  joyous  fellowship. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about 
issues  facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Immanuel  Nielsen,  is  a  retired  member 
of  the  Minnesota  Conference  who  resides 
in  Forest  Lake. 
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PREACHER’S  LIBRARY 

Timely  aids  for  the  modem  preacher 


These  are  the  two  newest  additions  to  this 
important  series: 

Preaching  as  Communication: 

An  Interpersonal  Perspective 

Myron  R.  Chattier.  Make  your  sermons  personal,  meaningful 
experiences  for  the  congregation  with  these  exciting  concepts  in 
communication. 

The  Word  in  Worship: 

Preaching  in  a  Liturgical  Context 

William  Skudlarek.  Let  the  Author  show  you  how  to  remain 
relevant  to  current  issues  while  preaching  year-round  from  the 
lectionary. 

All  volumes  in  the  series  are  $4.95,  paper. 

ot  your  cokesbury  bookstore 


the  book  publishing  deportment  of 
the  united  method  I  it  publishing  house 
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UM  schools 
fear  middle 
class  flight 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS’ 

.  Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  Possible  cuts  in 
federal  student  aid  programs  could 
squeeze  the  middle  class  students  from 
United  Methodist  colleges  and 
universities,  according  to  many 
educators  at  a  national  meeting  here  last 
weekend. 

“There  is  no  question  but  if  we  Cut  back 
the  student  loan  program  .  .  .  most  of  the 
middle  class  students  will  be  going  to 
public  institutions,”  said  Dr.  Richard 
Rosser,  president  of  DePauw  University 
in  Greencastle,  Ind. 

“Church  schools  could  becojme  the 
place  for  lower  class  and  upper  class 
students,”  he  said.  He  feels  that  funding 
aid  may  remain  more  available  for 
students  from  low-income  families. 

Other  educators,  however,  fear  chil¬ 
dren  from  low-income  families  may 
be  driven  out  of  higher  education 
altogether. 

The  meeting  of  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  drew  presi¬ 
dents  or  representatives  of  most  of  the 
UM-related  colleges  and  universities 
(105),  seminaries  (13),  secondary 
schools  ( 14)  and  medical  school. 

U.S.  Sec.  of  Education  Terrel^  H.  Bell 
warned  during  a  concurrent  meeting  of 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Colleges  and  Universities:  “We  are 
going  to  diminish  government  outlays, 
and  I  don’t  think  education  is  going  to  be 
immune  from  that.” 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief 
staff  executive  of  the.  general  UM  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministries,  said 
if  student  aid  programs  were  cut  enough, 
some  UM  institutions  might  eventually 
have  to  close  or  merge. 

“But  I  have  learned  never  to  make 
predictions,”  he  added.  “We  haVen’t  lost 
a  college  for  fiscal  reasons  since  J973.” 

Dr.  Trotter  said  the  predominantly 
black  UM  institutions  would  be  hardest 
hit  by  cutbacks  in  student  grants  such  as 
Basic  Education  Opportunity  Grants. 

The  Tax  Credit  Program,  in  which 
families  would  get  tax  credits  up  to  a 
certain  figure  but  less  than  actual  tuition 
costs,  would  not  help  many  minority 
students  —  especially  those  from  low- 
income  families,  Dr.  Trotter  said.  Tax 
credits  are  of  little  or  no  benefit  to 
families  with  income  so  low  they  pay 
little  or  no  taxes  already. 

“The  reason  we  have  been  doing 
relatively  well  in  the  last  few  years  in 
recruiting  ^nd  maintaining  our 
enrollment  is  because  we  have  had  this 
support  of  the  government  such  as  the 
Basic  Opportunity  Grants,”  explained 
the  Rev.  Durwood  Fleming,  president  of 
Southwestern  University  in  Georgetown, 
Tex.,  and  the  newly  elected  president  of 
the  UM  school  association. 

Enrollments  at  UM  colleges  and 
universities  increased  2.4  percent  for 
1980-81,  up  from  the  1.2  percent  increase 
for  1979-80,  according  to  Dr.  Trotter. 

Dr,  Fleming  said  the  denomination’s 
colleges  and  universities  already  are 
stretched  “as  far  as  we  can  be”  even 
with  the  existing  student  aid  from 
federal,  state  and  local  programs. 

Institutions  like  Southwestern  College 
in  Winfield,  Kan.,  where  more)  than  90 
percent  of  the  students  receive  some  kind 
of  financial  aid,  will  be  hurt  badly  by 
reduction  in  tuition  support,  said 
President  Robert  Sessions. 

“I  think  it  would  be  a  tragedy  for  our 
nation  if  the  only  people  who  cqtild  go  to 
our  private  colleges  were  in  the  upper 
middle  or  upper  classes  and  all  the  poor 
people  had  to  go  to  state  schools,”  Dr. 
Sessions  said. 

“The  democracy  of  America  depends 
on  there  being  a  bridge  across  class 
lines,”  he  said. 

Not  all  the  college  representatives 
made  dire  predictions.  Several  indicated 
something  needed  to  be  done  about  the 
inflation  which  also  is  a  big  threat  to 
independent  schools. 

Even  Dr.  Trotter  said  that  if  President 
Reagan  could  guarantee  a  cut  in  inflation 
by  trimming  student  aid  funds,  he  would 
not  be  quite  so  worried.  ’  ’ 

Rev.  Jon  H.  Fleming,  president  of 
Texas  Wesleyan  College  in  Fort  Worth 
said:  “It  would  be  a  problem  for  us, 
but  it  would  also  be  a  challenge  to 
come  up  with  alternate  means  of  funding 
for  our  underprivileged  students.  Dr. 
Fleming  was  one  of  the  Educators 
considered  by  President  Reagan  for 
Education  secretary. 

Dr.  Fleming  said  he  felt  discussing 
federal  cutbacks  for  student  aid  and 
other  programs  was  “a  reflection  of 
President  Reagan’s  overall  concern  for 
the  economy.” 
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DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  and  Youth 
Ministries  —  Wanted  for  active  1900  member  church 
in  North  Little  Rock,  AR.  Send  resume,  with  picture, 
to  Dr,  Clint  Burleson.  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  Fairway  Avenue  at  Topf  Road.  North  Little 
Rock.  AR 72116.  Phone:  (501 )  753-6186. 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  of  the  East  Ohio 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  major  duties  in 
Missional  Priority,  lay  or  clergy,  EOE.  Deadline 
Mar.  15.  For  application  forms,  contact:  Rev  Judith 
Craig.  8800  Cleveland  Ave.  N.W.,  North  Canton.  OH 
44720. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education 
and/or  Music.  Emphasis  on  Education.  Must  have 
degree  and  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Dalewood  United  Methodist  Church,  2300 
Ridgecrest  Drive.  Nashville.  TN  37216.  Attention: 
F.E.  Walker.  Phone:  (615)226-6317 


COLLEGE  CREDIT  for  Teaching  Sunday  School, 
write  Dean  of  Theology,  P.  O.  Box  75221,  Okla.  City 
OK  73147 
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Purpose  misread? 

Clergy’s  Iran  mission  faulted 


Three  clergymen  who  made  an  Easter  visit  to  the  former  hostages  in  Iran- 
left  to  right,  the  Rev.  Jack  Bremer,  the  Rev.  Darrell  Rupiper,  and  the  Rev.  Nel¬ 
son  Thompson — have  subsequently  come  under  criticism  from  several  of  the 
former  hostages.  religious  newsservice  photo 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

At  least  seven  of  the  53  former 
hostages  in  Iran  have  lashed  out  at 
clergymen  (two  were  United 
Methodists)  who  visited  them  last 
Easter  while  they  were  captives. 

“Some  of  the  people  who  came  over, 
especially  the  clergy,  were  hypocrites 
because  they  came  to  aid  and  comfort 
the  hostages  but  ended  up  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  Iranians  and 
actually  making  it  worse  for  us," 
communications  specialist  Charles  A. 
Jones  Jr.  of  Detroit  told  reporters. 

The  ministers  “did  us  irreparable 
harm,”  said  Army  Warrant  Officer 
Joseph  M.  Hall  of  Elyria,  Ohio.  “They 
did  not  convey  the  true  experience— 
what  we  were  going  through— to  the 
American  public.” 

“They  were  a  disaster,”  said 
Moorhead  C.  Kennedy  of  Washington, 
the  U.S.  embassy’s  economic  officer. 

Larry  Cox  of  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national,  however,  said  that  any 
judging  on  the  basis  of  how  well  the 
ministers  investigated  and  reported 
the  hostages’  conditions  may  be  un¬ 
fair.  (Amnesty  International  is  widely 
recognized  for  its  expertise  in  inves¬ 
tigating  political  prisoner  situations. ) 

Unqualified  to  assess 

Mr.  Cox  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
ministers  weren’t  qualified  to  assess 
the  captivity  situation.  He  said  he 
doubts  the  ministers  intended  to 
perform  that  duty,  but  went  to  Iran 
primarily  to  hold  religious  services 
for  the  hostages. 

Unfortunately,  the  ministers  may 
have  been  forced  into  another  role 
because  of  the  eagerness  of  families 
to  learn  details  about  the  hostages  and 
the  news  media’s  emphasis  on  the 
clergy  visits  as  opportunities  to 
ascertain  conditions  of  captivity,  Mr. 
Cox  indicated. 

If  a  mistake  was  made  by  the 
ministers,  Mr.  Cox  said,  it  probably 
was  in  not  emphasizing  more  than 
they  did  when  they  returned  home 
that  they  had  no  way  of  really 
knowing  if  the  hostages  were  being 
abused. 

Two  of  the  three  U.S.  clergymen  in 
the  Easter  visit  were  United 
Methodists:  the  Rev.  Nelson 

Thompson,  pastor  of  King  Memorial 
UMC  in  Kansas  City,  Kan.,  and  the 
Rev.  Jack  Bremer  of  the  Ecumenical 
Christian  Ministries  at  Kansas 
University  in  Lawrence. 

“I’d  go  to  my  grave  feeling  they 
appreciated  the  visit,"  Mr.  Thompson 
said. 

A  main  thread  in  the  criticisms  of 
the  clergy  is  that  when  they  returned 
home  they  painted  too  rosy  a  picture 
of  the  hostages’  situation. 

“I  think  that  what’s  involved  here  is 
that  some  of  the  hostages  are 
wondering  why  they  weren’t  released 
sooner,”  Mr.  Bremer  said.  Those 
hostages  may  feel  the  United  States 
would’ve  acted  faster  if  the  public  had 
.  known  how  bad  conditions  were. 


“But  in  our  private  conversations 
with  the  31  hostages  we  saw,  nobody 
talked  of  abuse.  They  had  the 
opportunity  to  tell  us  that  without  the 
guards  hearing,”  Mr.  Bremer  said. 

“When  we  got  home,  we  reported 
the  mental  stress  of  captivity  and 
very  carefully  said  we  saw  no 
evidence  of  physical  abuse,”  Mr. 
Bremer  said.  “If  we  had  seen  physical 
abuse,  we  would’ve  condemned  it  pub¬ 
licly. 

Reported  to  families 

“I  took  copious  notes  while  I  talked 
with  each  hostage.  They  were 
messages  to  families.  I  didn’t  have  to 
show  those  notes  to  anyone.  We 
reported  in  detail  everything  that  was 
said  when  we  got  home.” 

Could  experts  from  Amnesty 
International  put  together  a 
conclusive  report  after  such  a  visit? 

“We’d  never  come  out  after  a  two- 
day  visit  and  try  to  make  a 
determination  of  what  was  really 
going  on,”  Mr.  Cox  said.  Political 
prisoners  rarely  will  tell  outside 
investigators  of  torture  because  they 
don’t  know  how  public  exposure  of 
that  information  might  affect  them, 
he  said. 

“I  think  the  hostages  just  wanted 
the  clergy  to  tell  the  public  that  they 
didn’t  have  the  ability  to  determine  if 
the  hostages  were  being  mistreated,” 
he  said.  “It’s  almost  impossible  from 
a  personal  visit  to  know  whether  a 
person  is  being  tortured  .  .  .  even  if 
you  take  a  doctor  along,  which  we 
always  do.” 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  felt  the  group 
of  ministers  tried  to  tell  that  to  the 
public.  “Every  speech  I  made,  I  said, 
‘I’m  telling  only  what  I  saw.  I  could  be 
hood-winked.  This  isn’t  my 
expertise.’ 

“Our  mission  was  to  provide  Easter 
services,”  Mr.  Thompson  said. 

“I  was  there  to  bring  them  hope  and 
remind  them  of  the  power  and  love  of 
God,”  Mr.  Bremer  said.  “Pastoral 
care  was  the  single  mission  ...  we 
had  enormous  response  from  the 
hostages  and  families.” 

Were  clergy  used? 

The  returnees’  criticism  coming  out 
in  newspaper  and  TV  interviews  tends 
to  parallel  the  charges  by  many 
Americans  last  year  that  the 
clergymen  were  being  used  for  Iran’s 
propaganda  purposes  and  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  hostages. 

Adding  to  that  feeling  was  the  fact 
that  all  three  U.S.  ministers 
supported  the  Iranian  revolution  and 
the  claims  that  many  Iranians  had 
suffered  because  the  U.S.  government 
-in  1953  helped  overthrow  the 
democratically  elected  leader  and 
installed  the  Pahlavi  family  as 
monarchs. 

It  was  because  of  their  sympathies 
for  the  Iranian  people  that  the  three 
ministers  were  invited  by  Iran  to  hold 
the  Easter  services,  Mr.  Bremer  said. 
The  Rev.  Darrell  Rupiper,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest  from  Omaha,  was  the 
third  clergyman. 


Many  Americans  have  not  been 
able  to  understand  that  a  person  could 
say  U.S.  policies  in  the  past  wronged 
Iran  and  also  believe  that  Iran  was 
wrong  in  taking  the  hostages,  Mr. 
Thompson  said. 

“Before  and  after  the  visits,  we 
publicly  condemned  the  hostage¬ 
taking,”  Mr.  Bremer  said. 

But  the  ministers’  relations  with  the 
student  militants  were  not  unfriendly, 
Mr.  Thompson  noted.  When  not 
visiting  with  hostages,  the  ministers 
talked  with  the  students  and  even 
went  to  some  of  their  homes  and  met 
their  parents. 

Because  of  that  rapport,  Mr. 
Bremer  said,  the  ministers  were  able 
to  argue  with  the  students  and  tell 
them  that  the  taking  of  the  hostages 
violated  Islamic  law.  “We  told  them 
why  it  wasn’t  in  their  interest  to  keep 
the  hostages. 

“The  students  admitted  to  us  that 
they  had  violated  Islamic  law  but  said 
allowing  the  return  of  a  shah-type  of 
government  would  have  been  a 
greater  sin.” 

During  one  two-hour  period,  the 
three  ministers  negotiated  with  the 
students  to  allow  them  to  exchange 
places  with  the  hostages  in  the  poorest 
physical  condition.  The  students 
finally  decided  against  the  exchange 
because  they  didn’t  want  to  hold 
people  they  considered  to  b&  innocent, 
Mr.  Bremer  said. 

“I  don’t  know  of  anything  that  we 
didn’t  do  that  we  could’ve  done,” 
he  said. 

The  seven  hostages’  criticisms  have 
been  mostly  general.  They  could  not 
be  reached  to  explain  further.  The 
United  Methodist  ministers  said  they 
believe  three  of  the  seven  were  in 
groups  with  whom  they  met. 


Mr.  Thompson  said  he  wonders  if 
most  of  the  dissatisfaction  stems  from 
two  incidents: 

•  One  hostage  slipped  a  note  into  a 
book  Mr.  Rupiper  was  holding.  The 
priest  told  the  Omaha  World-Herald 
recently  that  he  didn’t  have  time  to 
read  the  note.  When  he  left  the  room, 
a  guard  who  had  seen  the  note-passing 
insisted  that  he  turn  it  over,  Mr. 
Rupiper  said. 

Some  hostages  were  angry  that  he 
cooperated.  Mr.  Thompson  said  he 
didn’t  learn  of  this  occurrence  until 
recent  news  reports. 

•  Ben  Johnson,  a  Detroit  Free  Press 
reporter  who  has  spent  a  lot  of  time 
with  ex-hostage  Charles  Jones,  said  the 
students  showed  to  Mr.  Jones  a  tape  of 
a  U.S.  TV  show  in  which  Mr.  Rupiper 
made  some  comments  about  spy 
documents.  “That  was  a  big  thing 
with  Jones.  He  mentioned  it  three  or 
four  times,”  the  reporter  said;  it 
made  Mr.  Jones  very  angry. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  the  passing  on 
and  retelling  of  those  two  stories  may 
have  soured  some  of  the  hostages  on 
the  whole  Easter  visit. 

The  Detroit  reporter  said  Mr.  Jones 
did  say  “his  other  minister,  the  one 
from  Kansas  City  (Mr.  Thompson) 
was  real  good  in  the  Easter  visit.” 

To  be  faithful  to  Christ,  Mr.  Bremer 
said,  he  felt  he  had  to  minister  to  the 
hostages  despite  the  likelihood  that 
the  Iranians  would  try  to  use  the  visit 
for  propaganda  purposes  and  that  the 
ministers  might  have  to  endure 
criticism  at  home. 

“They  were  in  a  very  difficult  situa¬ 
tion,”  said  Amnesty  International’s 
Cox.  “I  don’t  see  how  they  could  turn 
down  a  chance  to  visit  the  hostages,” 
even  if  they  did  think  the  captors  would 
use  it  for  propaganda. 


UM  warden  guides  prison  transformation 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

ANGOLA,  La.  —  The  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary,  Angola,  used  to  be  a 
deadly,  dangerous  place  where  from  14 
to  16  inmates  were  murdered  annually  by 
their  fellow  prisoners. 

Now  it  has  become  the  kind  of  place 
where  the  five  grandchildren  of  Warden 
Frank  Blackburn  are  safe  to  play  outside 
at  his  house  on  the  prison  grounds.  The 
inmate  death  toll  is  down  to  only  one 
killing  in  18  months. 

Under  a  1975 
federal  court  order 
and  the  guiding 
hand  of  Mr. 

Blackburn,  who 
gavp  up  his  part- 
time  work  as  a  lay 
pastor  at  a  United 
Methodist  Church 
to  move  up  from 
associate  warden  in 
1978,  Angola  has  Mr.  Blackburn 
become  the  kind  of  prison  where  both 
inmates  and  staff  feel  safe. 

“I  consider  this  the  ministry  I  should 
be  in,”  he  explained. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  who  said  giving  up  his 
lay  preaching  was  a  tough  decision,  also 
considers  his  warden’s  job  a  form  of 
ministry. 

“Wardens  don’t  like  to  brag  too  much 
about  their  prisons  because  you  always 
have  the  potential  for  trouble,” 
explained  Mr.  Blackburn,  whose 
professional  training  is  as  a  psychologist. 

“I  don’t  believe  a  prison  is  controlled 
by  sticks  and  guns.  Of  course  they’re 
here,  but  (what  really  works)  is 
involving  the  prisoners  in  the  running  of 
the  prison,  in  activities  that  will  give 
them  some  hope,”  Mr.  Blackburn  said. 

“I  meet  once  a  month  with  the  leaders 
of  all  the  inmates’  organizations.  We  sit 
down  and  talk  about  the  penitentiary.  We 
disseminate  information  among  the 
inmates  by  talking  with  their  leaders,” 
Mr.  Blackburn  said. 

He  explained  that  what  may  be 
unusual  about  this  arrangement  is  that 
"it’s  a  serious  program  with  us.  The 
inmate  organizations  are  serious.  They 
are  visible.” 

More  than  five  years  ago,  however, 
Mr.  Blackburn  said  the  changes  met  with 
some  resistance  from  staff  members 
Now,  the  staff  not  only  supports  the  new 
programs  but  contributes  greatly  to  them. 


He  said  volunteer  prison  ministry 
programs,  most  of  which  work  with 
inmate  religious  clubs,  have  also  made  a 
difference. 

Crediting  the  1975  court  order  with 
providing  a  mandate  to  improve  prison 
conditions  to  which  the  Louisiana 
legislature  responded,  Mr.  Blackburn 
said  more  than  $100  million  has  been 
spent  since  1975  at  Angola  alone,  “to  turn 
the  penitentiary  around.” 

The  annual  budget  for  the  18,000-acre 
facility,  which  holds  4,100  inmates  and 
employs  a  staff  of  1,600,  is  about  $36 
million  annually,  he  said. 

“I  consider  Angola  our  city,”  Mr. 
Blackburn  explained.  “Our  city  is  much 
like  your  city.  We  have  our  own  police 
department,  fire  station,  water  wells  and 
hospital.  If  you  want  to  live  in  our  city, 
within  the  population,  you  may  —  as  long 
as  you  behave  yourself.” 

Inmates,  like  the  citizens  of  any  town, 
will  be  locked  up  if  they  break  the  rules 
—  such  as  carrying  weapons, 


committing  homosexual  rapes  orx 
otherwise  attacking  other  people,  he 
said. 

Prisoners  take  academic  or  vocational 
classes,  participate  in  religious 
activities,  publish  an  award-winning 
newspaper  (The  Angolist),  and  a  sports 
paper.  They  also  have  a  religious  news 
publication.  Soon,  Angola  even  may  have 
what  will  be  the  first  prison  radio  station 
in  the  country,  a  low-power  FM  station 
that  covers  the  prison’s  area. 

Lest  anyone  decide  that  with  all  of 
these  programs  and  activities,  Angola 
has  forgotten  that  it  houses  criminals, 
“shake  downs”  are  routine,  with 
prisoners  searched  for  weapons  each 
time  they  return  to  their  quarters. 

About  60  percent  of  the  inmates  are 
from  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Blackburn  said, 
and  many  knew  each  other  “on  the 
street.”  Sometimes  trouble  between 
inmates  began  prior  to  their 
imprisonment,  which  can  lead  to  trouble 
inside  Angola. 

The  prison,  however,  has  a  policy  that 


Prison  ministry  first  valentine 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
Valentine’s  Day  means  sentimental  or 
wacky  messages  done  up  around  bright 
red  hearts  trimmed  in  lace,  a  far  cry 
from  what  is  believed  to  be  the  original 
valentine. 


While  he  was  imprisoned,  his  jailer’s 
daughter  befriended  him.  On  the  eve  of 
his  execution,  he  wrote  her  a  note 
thanking  her  for  her  kindnesses.  He 
signed  it  “Your  Valentine.” 

Adoption  of  some  form  of  volunteer 
ministry  to  prisoners  is  thought  by  some 
Christians  today  to  be  an  appropriate 
way  to  celebrate  the  holiday. 

Such  volunteer  efforts  can  make  a 
difference,  said'  Frank  Blackburn, 
warden  of  the  Louisiana  state  prison  at 


Angola,  isee  related  story  elsewhere  on 
this  page). 

“Most  volunteers  work  with  small 
groups.  Many  of  our  prisoners  are  just 
now  touching  base  with  Christianity,” 
Mr.  Blackburn  said. 

If  people  want  to  become  involved’ 
in  a  prison  ministry  pro¬ 
gram,  he  said,  they  should 
contact  the  warden  of  the 
penitentiary  where  they 
wish  to  volunteer  or  to  begin 
a  prison  ministry  group. 

“You  should  always 
stand  for  the  philosophy  of 
hope  that  the  inmates  will 
be  released  some  day.  And  you  have  to 
do  all  you  can  to  rehabilitate  them  men¬ 
tally,  physically  and  spiritually,"  he  said. 

He  said  volunteers  can  do  Bible 
teaching  and/or  just  be  friends. 

Another  means  for  Christians  to 
provide  contact  for  lonely  prisoners  with 
the  outside  world  is  by  becoming  a  pen 
pal.  For  pen  pal  organizations,  write: 
Alternatives  Resource  Center,  P.O.  Box 
1707,  Forest  Park,  GA  30050. 


Little  information  is  known 
the  real  St.  Valentine  who 
delivered  the  first  greeting 
that  bears  his  name.  It  is 
believed  he  ended  up  in  a 
Roman  prison  around  270 
A.D.  for  the  crime  of  per¬ 
forming  marriages  —  an 
illegal  act  in  the  realm  of 
Emperor  Claudius  II. 


about 


reduces  the  danger  to  inmates. 

“All  an  inmate  has  to  do  is  to  stop  any 
free  person  (a  prison  staffer)  and  say,  ‘I 
want  to  move  right  now,’  ”  Mr. 
Blackburn  said. 


Gifts  for  homes 
settlement  asked 

PASADENA,  Calif.  (UMNS)  -  The 
creation  of  an  ad  hoc  “Pacific  Homes 
Support  Committee”  comprised  of  14 
United  Methodists  from  across  the  nation 
was  announced  last  Friday. 

Headed  by  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis  of 
Nashville,  the  panel  will  seek  $2  million 
to  aid  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  in  meeting  financial  com¬ 
mitments  necessary  to  reorganize  the 
bankrupt  Pacific  Homes  retirement 
network  and  settle  lawsuits  totaling 
more  than  $500  million. 

A  tentative  agreement  for  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  homes,  including  an  end  to  all 
the  half-dozen  lawsuits  pending,  was 
announced  in  San  Diego  Superior  Court 
in  December.  Under  the  proposals,  the 
annual  conference  would  provide  $21 
million,  which  would  then  be  repaid  to 
the  conference  by  the  retirement  cor¬ 
poration  once  it  is  on  a  sound  financial 
footing. 

Approximately  a  third  of  the  total  ($7 
million)  will  be  loaned  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  by  the  general  agencies  of  the 
denomination  named  as  defendants  in 
one  or  more  of  the  lawsuits.  The  annual 
conference  expects  to  raise  $12  million  — 
$6  million  by  July  1. 

Members  of  the  “support  committee” 
said  theirs  is  not  a  special  churchwide 
appeal  for  the  balance  of  $2  million  but 
rather,  it  reflects  the  desire  of  other 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  to 
support  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  con¬ 
ference  in  meeting  the  awesome 
financial  burden  that  the  Pacific  Homes 
will  place  on  the  conference.  Funds  are 
to  be  remitted  directly  to  the  conference 
by  July  1. 

The  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
will  hold  a  special  session  Feb.  26-28  to 
consider  the  settlement  proposals  and,  if 
they  are  approved,  the  plans  for 
fundraising.  Conference  officials  are 
presently  considering  ways  to  pare  the 
conference  budget  by  $1  million. 
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Zimbabwe 
appeal  lags 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Two  recent  visitors  to 
Zimbabwe  report  that  some  repairs 
already  have  been  made  to  United 
Methodist  schools  and  churches  but  that 
the  shortage  of  funds  has  halted  work. 

Nine  months  after  a  special  appeal  was 
issued  during  the  General  Conference 
last  April,  giving  continues  to  lag.  United 
Methodists  have  contributed  only 
$170,776  toward  the  special  million-dollar 
appeal  aimed  at  rebuilding  schools, 
hospitals,  clinics,  churches  and 
parsonages  destroyed  during  the  seven- 
year  war  for  black  majority  rule. 

“I  saw  some  results,”  Joyce  Sohl, 
treasurer  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division,  told  TM/UMR.  “A 
church  at  Mundenda  had  windows  and 
roof  replaced.  The  school  at  the  same 
location  also  was  ready  for  use,  but  the 
parsonage  and  staff  houses  remained  to 
be  done.” 

The  Africa  secretary  for  UMC’s 
mission  agency,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens, 
also  reported  seeing  repairs  being  made. 
But  he  saw  places  where  work  had  come 
to  a  halt  because  there  was  no  more 
money. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  he  believes  the 
response  has  been  so  poor  because 
Zimbabwe  is  receiving  little  media 
attention,  but  he  also  acknowledged  that 
there  is  an  undertow  of  concern  that  the 
money  may  be  misappropriated  because 
of  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa’s  political  ties. 

The  bishop’s  past  political  role  places 
him  in  a  very  difficult  situation  as  he 
resumes  leadership  of  the  church  while 
he  continues  to  lead  an  opposition 
political  party  and  is  a  member  of 
parliament,  several  recent  visitors  to 
Zimbabwe  reported  to  TM/UMR. 

John  Schevenius,  an  engineer  in 
Minneapolis  and  former  missionary  to 
Zimbabwe  for  19  years,  said  Bishop 
Muzorewa  is  being  blamed  for  bombing 
raids  made  by  the  Rhodesian  army 
during  the  period  he  was  prime  minister. 
Mr.  Schevenius  said  he  tried  to  run  down 
the  facts  on  these  incidents  during  his 
six -week  visit  to  Zimbabwe  last  fall  to 
assess  damage  to  church  property.  He 
believes  the  stories  are  untrue  and 
unfair,  but  “they  are  basically  accepted 
by  the  masses  and  that  puts  the  bishop  in 
a  very  difficult  spot.  ” 

Dr.  Bivens  and  Mr.  Schevenius  said,  at 
the  moment,  the  bishop  is  very  restricted 
in  his  movement  because  of  possible 
reprisals. 

But,  they  emphasized,  the  church  is  far 
from  crippled  and  critically  needs  fi¬ 
nancial  help  with  the  repairs. 

The  Zimbabwe  church  operates  on 
very  sound  accounting  principles  and  is 
audi^qd  annually,”  Mr.  Schevenius  said. 

He  said  United  Methodists  need  have 
no  fear  that  their  gifts  will  be  misused, 
but  cautioned  that  money  should  not  be 
sent  directly  to  Bishop  Muzorewa.  He  said 
he  has  great  confidence  in  the  church  and 
its  leadership  to  rebuild  and  move 
forward. 

Whatever  difficulties  United 
Methodists  in  Zimbabwe  are 
experiencing  as  a  result  of  the  bishop’s 
political  involvement  will  have  to  be 
resolved  there,  emphasized  Mr. 
Schevenius  and  mission  officials.  Mr. 
Schevenius  pointed  out  that  the 
Zimbabwe  government  expects  the 
church  to  repair  and  put  its  institutions 
back  in  operation.  “If  we  don’t,  it  will 
give  the  government  an  excuse  to  take 
over  the  buildings,”  he  warned. 


NEW  TAX  RULING 
HITS  CLERGY  HARD 

A  recent  ruling  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  now  forbids  cler¬ 
gy  to  use  Schedule  C  when  filing 
their  income  tax  returns.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this  decision  could  cost  a 
clergyperson  $100  or  more  in 
extra  taxes. 

HOWEVER  .  .  . 

...  we  believe  we  have  found 
a  perfectly  legal  way,  consistent 
with  the  new  IRS  ruling,  for  UM 
Clergy  to  retain  most  of  the  same 
tax  benefits  they  had  previously. 
We  offer  this  to  you  on  a  no-risk 
basis. 

For  more  information  on  this 
novel  method  of  filing  your  tax 
return,  send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  long  envelope  to: 

Kodiak  Enterprises 

P.  O.  Box  6196 

Big  Bear  Lake,  CA  92315 
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Staff  seeks 
to  unionize 
UM  agency 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Employees  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM)  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  have 
notified  Betsy  Ewing,  acting  general 
secretary,  that  they  have  formed  a 
committee  to  organize  a  union. 

Twenty-six  general  staff  of  the  BGM  in 
the  Interchurch  Center  here  signed  a 
letter  stating  that  they  intend  to  affiliate 
with  District  65  of  the  United  Automobile 
Workers. 

Two  years  ago,  the  staff  workers  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  same 
building  formed  a  union  for  collective 
bargaining. 

“We  would  appreciate  your  sensitivity 
not  only  to  your  legal  obligations  but  also 
to  your  moral  and  ethical  responsibil¬ 
ities,”  the  letter  concluded. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  long  has 
supported  the  rights  of  working  people  to 
organize  for  collective  beginning, 
reaffirming  that  stance  in  the  1980  Social 
Principles. 

In  a  separate  letter  to  general  staff,  the 
organizing  committee  cited  “repeated 
efforts  to  gain  across-the-board 
increases”  in  salaries  and  said  "our 
requests,  which  were  supported  by  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  staff,  were 
flatly  denied.” 

Ms.  Ewing  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  “The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  for  the  last  eight  years 
consistently  received  requests  for 
across-the-board  raises.  In  light  of  our 
personnel  policy  and  our  resources,  we 
have  reaffirmed  a  merit  increase  policy 
and  not  across-the-board  increases,”  she 
said. 

Iri  1979,  merit  increases  for  the  275 
general  staff  employees  averaged  six 
percent. 

In  1980,  a  year  of  double-digit  inflation, 
the  employees  received  in  addition  to  any 
merit  raises  a  cost-of-living  bonus 
amounting  to  two  percent  of  their  yearly 
earnings.  That  did  not  boost  their  pay 
rate  for  1981,  however. 

BGM  directors  last  year  approved 
setting  aside  eight  percent  more  funds 
for  salary  increases  for  the  general  and 
executive  staffs  for  1981. 

The  board  has  169  executive  staff 
members  who  are  not  included  by  the 
organizing  effort. 

If  a  majority  of  the  non-management 
employees  sign  authorization  cards 
applying  for  union  membership,  the 
BGM  Organizing  Committee  said  it  "can 
then  ask  management  to  recognize  us  as 
a  union,  or  we  can  petition  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  for  an  election." 

The  committee  said  it  chose  District  65 
of  the  UAW  because  “it  has  „  good 
experience  in  organizing  clerical 
workers,  in  helping  workers  in  non-profit 
workplaces  to  organize”  and  “it  is  a 
democratic  union.” 
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Americans  work  side-by-side 


Poles,  Cubans, 

By  HELEN  KROMER 
Special  To  TM/UMR 

NEW  YORK  —  “The  difference  in  Phnom  Penh 
today  from  a  year  ago  is  absolutely  remarkable,” 
says  engineer,  Rodolofo  Juarez  of  Cuba,  a  member 
of  the  Church  World  Service  international 
ecumenical  technical  team  at  work  in 
Cambodia/Kampuchea. 

Also  remarkable  is  the  first-time  combination  of 
Christian  technicians  from  communist  and 
capitalist  nations  into  a  working  team  which 
transcends  East-West  tensions  to  respond  to  basic 
human  needs. 

Celebrating  the  remarkable  resurrection  of  a 
country  which  only  a  year  ago  began  to  walk  out  of 
the  grave  was  one  purpose  of  a  recent  reception  in 
New  York  Jan.  28.  Another  was  to  honor  the  unique 
partnership  of  international  agencies  in 
Kampuchea.  On  hand  were  representatives  of  the 
relief  coalition:  Church  World  Service  (CWS),  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
the  YMCA,  CARE.  Also  attending  were  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Cuban  and  Polish  Councils  of  Churches 
which  recruited  technicians  for  the  Kampuchea 
assignment,  members  of  the  work  team  and  the 
ambassadors  to  the  UN  of  Cuba  and  Vietnam. 

Mr.  Juarez  was  flown  home  for  the  reception  and 
a  brief  vacation  with  his  wife  and  children  in  Cuba 
before  returning  to  Kampuchea  for  another  six- 
month  stretch.  An  engineer  who  was  a  lawyer 
before  the  revolution,  Mr.  Juarez  is  an  active 
Methodist  who  served  as  lawyer  for  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Ecumenical  Council  of  Churches  in 
Cuba.  Mr.  Juarez,  who  was  in  charge  of  a  major 
government  irrigation  program  in  Cuba,  is  now 
Kampuchea. 

The  second  Cuban  on  the  team  is  David 
Villalonga,  a  Presbyterian  who  recently  graduated 
from  veterinary  school. 

Polish  agricultural  technician  Karol  Zwikirsch,  a 
specialist  in  fertilizers  and  insect  control  will  go  to 
Kampuchea  in  early  summer  following  training  in  a 
language  school  in  Montreal,  Canada. 

Socialist’  workers  sought 

CWS  success  in  placing  a  technical  team  inside 
Kampuchea  has  been  largely  due  to  its  willing¬ 
ness  to  hire  staff  from  nations  considered  friendly 
by  Kampuchean  authorities,  says  the  Rev.  Paul 
F.  McCleary,  executive  director  of  CWS.  Kam¬ 
puchea  is  more  ready  to  extend  long-term  visas 
to  technicians  from  fellow  socialist  countries, 
but  was  reluctant  to  admit  more  than  one  or  two 
Americans. 

Americans  Greg  Stanton  and  Steve  Collins,  both 
of  whom  were  honored  for  their  service  in  1979  and 
1980  spoke  of  a  certain  ‘coolness’  they  met  in  the 
beginning  in  Kampuchea. 

Yet  Mr.  Stanton  and  his  wife  Mary  Ellen  (the  one 
on  leave  from  Yale  Law  School,  the  other  a 
professor  of  medicine  at  Yale)  brought  home  with 
them  a  Kampuchean  orphan,  Elizabeth  Chantana, 
“gift  of  God.”  She  had  been  left  on  the  hospital  steps 
only  days  before  their  departure  and  the 
Kampuchean  government  gave  the  Stantons 
permission  to  adopt  her. 

“It  is  a  measure  of  the  trust  that  developed 
between  us  that  the  government  would  let  the  so- 
called  ‘imperialists’  return  to  a  capitalist  country 
with  one  of  their  citizens,”  said  Mr.  Stanton. 

“We  gather  together  to  celebrate  the  power  of 
God  to  resurrect  a  people,”  he  told  dinner  guests, 
“to  build  bridges,  to  bring  Christians  together  from 
different  nationalities,  different  races,  different 
political  systems  in  love."  He  said  differences  will 


continue  but  we  can  embrace  each  other  as  fellow 
Christians.  (The  Stantons  are  being  followed  by 
David  and  Atossa  French,  two  more  Americans 
now  in  Phnom  Penh ) . 

When  the  decision  was  made  to  cross  geo-political 
lines  to  recruit  workers,  J.  Harry  Haines,  president 
of  CWS  and  associate  secretary  of  UMCOR  (which 
does  90  percent  of  its  work  through  CWS),  and  Dr. 
McCleary  made  trips  to  both  Cuba  and*  Poland  to 
contact  the  ecumenical  councils  of  churches. 

Poles  remember  CWS 

The  Poles  remember  that  after  Poland  was 
devastated  by  bombing,  only  CWS  came  to  their 
assistance. 

“Six  million  of  our  countrymen  were  killed  at  that 
time,  many  in  gas  chambers,”  said  the  Rev. 
Zdzislaw  Pawlik  of  the  Ecumenical  Council  in 
Poland.  “We  experienced  the  holocaust  as  did 
Kampuchea  and  so  we  are  honored  to  send 
technicians  to  help.” 

The  international  team  whose  objective  is  to 


reconstruct  the  agricultural  sector  works  out  of 
Phnom  Penh,  concentrating  its  work  in  Kompong 
Speu  and  Kandal  provinces  which  are  among  Kam¬ 
puchea’s  poorest  and  most  underdeveloped  and 
where  demonstration  work  with  crops,  irrigation  and 
animal  disease  programs  can  be  visible. 

There  are  dangerous  spots  in  the  country,  but 
Rudolfo  Juarez  has  permission  to  go  anywhere. 

Mr.  Juarez  tells  of  the  “solidarity  groups”  which 
are  being  formed  now  in  Kampuchea  —  10  to  15 
families  to  a  group  and  each  family  given  one 
hectare  of  land  to  plant  rice.  In  most  of  these  places 
more  rice  than  was  expected  was  produced  in  the 
recent  crop. 

“We  should  no  longer  talk  about  hunger,”  he 
continues,  “but  about  development.  It  isn’t  only 
necessary  to  produce.  If  you  can’t  mill  the  rice 
properly,  you  can’t  sell  it!  The  country  lacks 
materials,  expertise,  technicians.” 

When  Mr.  Juarez  arrived  in  Phnom  Penh  last 
August,  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  take  inventory. 
“There  were  no  surveying  groups  and  all 
topographical  maps  and  weather  charts  had  been 
burned.  The  speed  of  the  wind,  hydrology,  how 
much  rain  to  expect  in  a  season  —  all  of  this  had 
been  destroyed.” 

He  formed  three  surveying  groups,  brought 
instruments  from  Singapore,  gave  classes  in 
theoretical  and  practical  surveying.  Upon  his 
return  in  February  he  will  start  another  school  in 
Kompong  Speu  province  and  in  other  provinces. 


One  of  the  greatest  needs,  he  feels,  is  to  repair 
dams,  which  would  make  it  possible  to  irrigate  four 
times  the  present  area  for  rice  planting.  And  there 
are  many  many  dams. 

Dam  work  phenomenal 

“I  compare  the  hydraulic  work  constructed  under 
Pol  Pot  to  the  Egyptian  pyramids,”  he  said.  “Only 
people  fearing  constantly  for  their  lives  could  do 
what  has  been  done  in  so  short  a  time.  Built  were 
dams  50  meters  high  and  25  kilometers  long  —  all  by 
hand  —  with  channels  60  kilometers  long  —  all  by 
hand.  An  absolutely  remarkable  work  in  less  than 
four  years. 

“But  when  I  talk  to  people  who  worked,  they  say 
‘when  we  started  here  we  had  40,000  people;  now  we 
have  15,000.  The  rest  were  killed,  died  of  hunger, 
were  worked  to  death.’ 

“My  policy  is  not  to  create  new  things  but  to  make 
what  is  there  work.  But  to  do  this  we  need  heavy 
equipment  —  bulldozers,  excavators,  trucks,  dump 


trucks,  loader-cranes  to  repair  the  dams.” 

Cambodia  once  had  cars,  trucks  and  bulldozers. 
They  were  melted  down  to  make  pans  for  kitchens. 

“The  country  is  a  laboratory  for  nonsense,”  said 
Mr.  Juarez.  “Why  destroy,  for  instance,  a  concrete 
bridge  and  build  a  wooden  one  next  to  it?  Why 
destroy  all  houses  and  build  only  wooden  ones?  One 
can  say  they  wanted  to  create  a  new  society  with  a 
new  mentality.  But  near  Kandal  last  month  they 
unearthed  a  mass  grave  with  hundreds  of  small 
children’s  bodies.  If  they  wanted  to  create  a  new 
mentality,  don’t  you  start  with  children?  ” 

CWS  has  played  a  modest  but  worthwhile  part  in 
the  creation  of  new  life  in  this  country. 

Today  the  children  are  finally  back  in  school  — 
over  a  million  of  them.  Some  of  those  schools  were 
repaired  and  some  of  the  furniture  built  with  the  20 
tons  of  carpentry  tool  kits  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Education  by  CWS. 

Today  the  Khmer  farmers  are  back  at  work  in 
their  fields.  Some  of  them  are  using  the  300  diesel- 
powered  irrigation  pump  sets  sent  by  CWS.  Mr. 
Juarez  keeps  the  pumps  moving  from  village  to 
village,  pumping  for  a  time  in  one  place  to  water  the 
fields  and  then  moving  on  to  another. 

Today  hundreds  of  health  clinics  are  back  in 
operation,  homesteads  are  being  re-established, 
barber  shops,  museums,  railroads  and  factories  are 
back  in  business. 
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Engineer  Rodolfo  Juarez  of  Cuba,  a  member  of 
the  international  ecumenical  technical  team  in 
Kampuchea/Cambodia. 


Eighty  percent  of  the  Kampuchea’s  population  is 
engaged  in  agricultural  related  activities,  and  CWS 
looks  toward  sustained  involvement  assisting 
Khmer  farmers  with  irrigation  systems,  the  storage 
and  milling  of  rice,  vaccines  and  veterinary 
services  to  prevent  serious  disease  in  the  dwindling 
animal  population,  and  the  provision  of  efficient  and 
reliable  agricultural  equipment. 

To  date  the  agency  has  spent  $6.6  million  in 
Kampuchea  and  has  voted  to  spend  $6  million  on 
development  the  next  two  years. 

UMs  give  $5.6  million 

United  Methodists  have  contributed  $5.6  million  to 
aid  Kampuchea.  The  bulk  of  that  will  go  toward 
rehabilitation  and  personnel.  None,  however,  goes 
for  the  Cuban  technicians.  Because  of  U.S. 
government  regulations  that  prohibit  American 
agencies  from  paying  Cubans,  the  West  German 
churches  and  the  Canadian  Baptists  are  picking  up 
the  tab.  CWS,  however,  continues  management  of 
the  team. 


Mary  Ellen  Stanton  with  adopted  daughter 
Elizabeth  Chantana  ("gift  of  God”)  —  whom  she  and 
her  husband,  Greg  Stanton,  found  left  on  the 
hospital  steps  in  Kampuchea,  where  they  directed 
relief  work  for  Church  World  Service. 

Ms.  Kromer  is  on  the  staff  of  the  Education  & 
Cultivation  Division  of  the  general  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York. 


On  left,  the  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  executive  director  of  Church  World  Service  talks  with  the  Rev. 
Zdzislaw  Pawlik  of  the  Ecumenical  Council  in  Poland,  center,  and  Korol  Kwikirsch,  an  agricultural 
technician  on  the  international  ecumenical  team.  john c. goodwin  photos 
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See  exactly  what  Intro  80's  four  new  adult  resources  can  do  for  your  church  school- 
with  The  Adult  Sampler.  t 


•  Each  study  meets  specific  needs  of  adults  who  want  to 
learn  more  about  The  Bible,  themselves,  their  responsibility 
to  society,  and  the  help  available  to  them  in  the  Scriptures. 

•  The  Adult  Sampler  allows  you  to  look  at  these  new  resources 
free  if  returned  for  credit  within  45  days  of  the  date  you 
order  it.  Either  way,  you  can  keep  the  Intro  80’s  Publicity 
Packet. 


The  Sampler  contains: 

Faith  Meets  Life:  study  book  for  teacher  and  student 

Ages  and  Stages-Christian  Adulthood:  study  book  for  teacher 
and  student 

Genesis  to  Revelation  Series:  book  1  (Genesis)  for  teacher 

book  1  (Genesis)  for  student 

Books  of  the  Bible:  A  Survey  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments: 

student  book,  cassette  for  one  session,  descriptive  leaflet  which 
includes  one  session  from  leader’s  guide 

Use  Guide:  information  about  each  of  the  four  new  studies  plus  hints 
for  using  publicity  materials 

Intro  80’S  Publicity  Packet:  pamphlet  Tin  starting  new  classes, 
poster,  suggested  articles  for  church  newsletters,  repros  of  the  Intro 
80’s  logo,  and  more. 

Pick  up  your  Adult  Sampler  today  at  your  nearby  Cokesbury  Bookstore 
or  order  from  the  Regional  Service  Center  serving  your  area. 

Order  No.  5115.  A  6.85  value,  only  5.95. 

Sales  tax,  if  applicable,  and  transportation  extra  Prices  subject  to  change 
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Reagan  cuts  ‘threaten’  church  projects 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

AUSTIN,  Tex.  —  Local  ecumenical 
groups  could  be  in  for  testing  if  their 
service  projects  begin  to  lose  federal 
funds  that  have  helped  support  them,  a 
national  ecumenical  leader  warned  here 
last  week. 

The  Reagan  administration’s  budget¬ 
cutting  campaign  threatens  to  turn  those 
projects  into  victims,  the  Rev.  M. 
William  Howard  Jr.  told  TM/UMR  last 
weekend. 

Prefacing  his  comment  with  “I  hope 
I'm  wrong,”  the  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  said,  “Not 
only  minorities,  but  the  poor  white  and 
even  the  lower  middle  income  group  will 
be  hit  hard  by  this  administration’s 
policies. 

“I  believe  Mr.  Reagan  is  going  to  do 
what  he  says,”  Dr.  Howard  said.  “And  I 
sense  some  real  insensitivities  in  what  1 
have  heard  during  the  campaign  and  the 
first  few  days  of  the  administration.” 

Addressing  the  12th  Annual  Assembly 
of  the  Texas  Conference  of  Churches 
here,  Dr.  Howard  said,  “We’re  going  to 
see  a  lot  of  word  games  in  Washington. 
You  tell  the  elderly  women  in  the  south 
Bronx  she’ll  get  the  same  budget  cut  as  a 
staff  person  in  the  Defense  Department 
but  it’s  not  as  equal  as  it  may  appear.” 

Those  programs  and  those  groups  con¬ 
cerned  with  human  need,  justice,  health 
care,  child  and  family  needs  are  likely  to 
be  “subject  to  a  unique  kind  of 
suspicion”  in  the  next  few  years.  Dr. 
Howard  said. 

“This  may  become  open  season  on  the 
NCC  and  other  ecumenical  groups  who 
are  concerned  with  human  rights,  justice 
and  the  social  welfare  of  persons,”  he 
said.  “There  will  be  a  real  need  for 
Christian  unity.  Local  congregations 
must  really  believe  in  and  get  involved  in 
the  ecumenical  movement  for  the 
reconciliation  of  people  in  their 
communities. 

“The  ecumenical  movement  has  to 
hold  together  locally,”  he  said.  “The  full 
meaning  of  unity  cannot  be  acquired  by 
simply  singing  together.  Unity  is  not 
sweeping  our  differences  under  the  rug. 
Unity  is  confronting  those  differences 
and  then  being  reconciled. 

“The  NCC  or  any  ecumenical  ministry 
is  not  a  valid  ministry  if  it  does  not 
address  reconciliation,  human  rights  and 
all  the  other  evils  that  separate  us.  If  our 
effort  does  not  do  that  it  is  not  worth 
dirt,”  he  said. 

The  homogeneous  nature  of  local  con¬ 
gregations  is  easy  to  understand,  Dr. 
Howard  said.  “But  we  must  become 
more  heterogeneous  in  our  total  Chris¬ 
tian  experience.  It  is  important  that 
Christians  go  out  and  get  involved  with 


people  who  are  not  like  them.  The 
churches  must  be  a  sign  of  the  unity  that 
can  be  in  the  world.” 

“This  is  the  real  work  of  the  church,” 
he  said. 

About  230  delegates,  representing 
Roman  Catholic,  Greek  Orthodox  and  13 
Protestant  denominations,  also  heard  a 
Southern  Baptist  minister  say  that  the 
Christian  faith  “offers  the  qualities 
without  which  there  is  no  solution  to 
social,  political,  and  economic 
problems.” 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Dunn,  director  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs  in  Washington,  said,  “Our  faith 
offers  humane  goals,  a  passion  for 
justice,  the  sustaining  power  to  get  the 
job  done.  Religion  functions  best  when  it 
is  teaching,  persuading,  setting  an 
example,  holding  up  ideals.  We  are 
agents  of  reconciliation,  bridges  over 
troubled  waters.” 

“We  cannot  jump  on  the  black  and 
white  bandwagon  of  the  electronic 
churchmen  who  have  belatedly  taken  up 
an  involvement  in  politics  which  they, 
until  recently,  denounced,”  he  said. 


By  BEVERLY  BOCHE 
Special  To  TM/UMR 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Muriel  Humphrey, 
68,  widow  of  former  vice  president 
Hubert  Humphrey,  married  her  high 
school  classmate,  Max  Brown  at  her 
home  in  Tonka  Bay,  Minn.,  last 
Saturday.  Officiating  at  the  marriage 
was  the  Rev.  Duane  Lunemann,  pastor  of 
Brunswick  United  Methodist  Church 
here. 

The  minister  said  they  had  a 
traditional  United  Methodist  service  — 
“a  genuine  act  of  worship.”  The  wedding 
was  limited  to  the  family  of  the  bridal 
couple,  including  15  grandchildren  who 
“all  went  swimming  in  their 
grandmother’s  pool  after  the  wedding.” 

Mr.  Lunemann  described  the 
ceremony  as  an  affirmation  of  life  and  of 
love.  He  said  "it  was  good  for  the 
couple’s  children  and  grandchildren  to 
see  them  affirming  life  and  love.” 

“It  was  a  blustery  day  in  Minnesota 
but  a  warm  day  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Brown  and  Humphrey  families,”  he 
added,  an  event  which  made  him  realize 
again  that  people  who  have  been  married 
for  a  long  time  and  who  have  adult 
children  need  encouragement  to  reach 
out  and  to  keep  living. 

Mr.  Lunemann  said  “the  outpouring  of 
affirmation  for  Mrs.  Humphrey  after  the 
engagement  announcement  seems  to  say 


“Religion  at  best  doesn’t  offer  a  simple 
prescription.” 

In  the  context  of  its  three-day  meeting 
the  TCC  addressed  a  national  concern  at 
a  regional  level  and  adopted  a  resolution 
that  called  upon  its  members  “to  voice 
concern  whenever  potential  terrorist 
activities  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
likeminded  groups  pose  threats  to  human 
life  or  to  the  stability  of  society”  and 
called  on  “all  concerned  Americans  to  be 
alert  to  activities  that  could  lead  to 
terrorism  and  violation  of  human  and 
civil  rights  and  that  law  enforcement 
agencies  be  urged  to  enforce  the  laws  on 
human  and  civil  rights.” 

Without  taking  any  particular  action 
the  TCC  delegates  voiced  support  tor 
Rio  Grande  Valley  citrus  tarm  worners 
efforts  to  engage  in  collective  bargaining 
and  to  gain  improved  working  condi¬ 
tions.  The  farm  workers,  in  Austin  to 
push  for  legislation  by  the  recently-con¬ 
vened  67th  Texas  Legislature,  addressed 
several  smaller  working  sessions  of  the 
TCC.  The  farm  workers  earlier  in  the 
week  had  called  for  a  state-wide  boycott 
of  several  major  orange  juice  processors. 


the  world  is  hungry  for  a  love  story. 
People  have  a  deep  feeling  of 
identification  with  this  couple.” 

Hubert  Humphrey  III,  his  wife  Lee  and 
three  children,  are  members  of 
Brunswick  UMC. 

Exiled  Liberian  UM 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Former  Bishop 
Bennie  D.  Warner,  who  headed  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Liberia  and 
was  Vice  President  of  the  country  prior 
to  a  military  coup  in  April  1980,  has  been 
named  visiting  lecturer  at  Oklahoma 
City  University  beginning  in  September. 

From  March  1  until  September  he  will 
be  itinerating  in  local  churches  for  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  speaking  on  Africa 
and  world  hunger. 

The  bishop  was  given  asylum  by  the 
U.S.  and  granted  a  study  leave  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  when  the  government 
of  President  William  Tolbert  was  over¬ 
thrown  while  he  and  his  family  were  at¬ 
tending  a  council  meeting  and  General 
Conference  last  April.  He  has  been  living 
in  Marshall,  Tex.,  since. 

Dr.  Warner’s  appointment  was  an¬ 
nounced  at  a  press  conference  with 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Area  present. 


‘World  hungry  for  love  story’ 

Muriel  Humph  rey  marries 
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World  Hunger  proposal 


Singing  Christmas  Cards 


More  lasting  than  a 
4band-aid  approach’ 


Charles  Mulbah  and  Prayong 
Nammuang  are  graduate  students  at 
Louisiana  State  University.  They  are 
doing  advanced  studies  in  agriculture. 

Mulbah  is  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  in  Liberia;  and  Nammuang 
is  with  the  Rice  Division,  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  in  Thailand.  Both  persons 
will  be  in  a  position  to  influence  policy 
decisions  concerning  agriculture  when 
they  return  from  their  leaves  of  absence 
to  do  these  advanced  studies. 

But  there  is  a  more  exciting  chapter  to 
their  story.  Both  men  are  at  Louisiana 
State  University  because  members  of 
local  churches  in  the  two  Baton  Rouge 
Districts  adopted  them  as  a  World 
Hunger  project. 

In  explaining  the  program  to  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  said, 
“we  were  not  trying  to  fit  some  kind  of 
label  or  to  fall  into  some  particular  sort 
of  category.  We  did  not  plan  to  get  any 
credit  for  raising  the  money.  We  just  felt 
that  this  was  a  way  to  get  at  world 
hunger;  by  helping  to  develop  the  sort  of 
leadership  that  could  have  good  effect  on 
agricultural  policies.” 

Evidently  the  notion  caught  on, 
because  these  two  persons  are  presently 
studying  at  LSU,  and  the  two  districts 
are  excited  about  the  possibilities. 

Vining  gave  the  presentation  to  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  because  the 
Committee  on  World  Hunger,  chaired  by 


Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District,  explained  the  program  for  World  Hunger 
being  sponsored  by  the  two  Baton  Rouge  Districts.  The 
program  was  adopted  by  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  a  Conference  Advance  Special. 


Rev.  Christopher  Andrews,  wanted  to 
propose  that  the  program  be  made  a 
Conference  Advance  Special. 

The  Board  expressed  a  hope,  when  the 
motion  was  passed,  that  the  program 
could  be  expanded  from  two  to  ten 
students,  and  that  $300,000  can  be  raised 
for  this  purpose  in  the  4-year  period. 


Vining  said,  “the  Conference  is 
fortunate  because  Dr.  William  Patrick, 
who  heads  the  program,  is  inter¬ 
nationally  known  in  this  field.”  This 
means  that  the  program  is  under  the 
direction  of  one  with  first-hand 
knowledge  of  persons  and  needs  in 
countries  where  hunger  persists. 


Ground-breaking 

The  date  is  set! 


By  MARILYN  SEGURA  SEYMOUR 

Something  special  shared  with  others 
becomes  something  extra  special.  That’s 
the  experience  of  the  T’n’T  (Twenties 
and  Thirties)  group  at  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

The  special  idea  started  in  November 
when  one  of  the  members  had  a  middle- 
of-the-night  revelation.  While  it  wasn’t  of 
the  magnitude  of  Jacob’s  dream,  it 
nevertheless  had  an  impact  on  the  church 
and  the  community  as  well.  The  idea?  A 
singing  Christmas  card. 

A  Shreveport  business  had  met  with 
success  in  delivering  singing  birthday, 
anniversary  or  special  occasion  cards. 
Why  couldn’t  T’n’T  offer  a  singing 
Christmas  card? 

It  made  sense.  A  few  carols  and  a 
hand-delivered  card  could  serve  as  a 
special  Christmas  greeting  for  “the 
person  who  had  everything.”  By  offering 
this  to  the  community  for  a  fee,  the  group 
could  raise  money  for  the  church  and 
enjoy  the  fellowship  of  caroling  during 
Christmas. 

What  began  as  a  small  project  with 
hopes  of  raising  perhaps  as  much  as  $100 
turned  into  a  mammoth  undertaking 
with  so  many  orders  for  cards  that  some 
had  to  be  refused.  And  the  church  coffers 
following  the  project  had  grown  by  more 
than  $600. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Rusty  King, 
music  director,  the  group  began 
practicing  carols  —  not  only  familiar 
ones  but  carols  in  foreign  languages  as 
well.  Orders  were  taken  to  be  delivered 
during  the  two  weeks  prior  to  Christmas. 
Members  of  T’n’T,  a  few  choir  members 
and  several  youth  were  scheduled  to  sing 
on  various  nights. 

The  St.  Luke’s  Singing  Christmas  Card 
was  presented  in  three  models.  The  $5 
version  offered  four  familiar  carols  and  a 
rousing  rendition  of  “We  Wish  You  A 
Merry  Christmas.”  For  $10  a  purchaser 
would  send  the  five  familiar  carols,  “We 


Ground-breaking  services  for  the  Area 
Offices  building  have  been  scheduled  for 
4:00  p.m.,  oi)  Sunday,  March  15, 
according  to  a  joint  announcement  by 
Mr.  Luther  Jordan,  chairperson  for  the 
building  committee  and  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin. 

The  site  is  located  several  blocks  west 
of  First  UMC,  on  North  Blvd.  Persons 
who  come  to  the  occasion  by  way  of  the 
Interstate  10  should  exit  off  on  Interstate 
110,  north,  and  then  take  the  Convention 
Street  exit.  One  block,  left,  will  be  North 
Blvd.,  and  then  a  turn  to  the  right  (west) 
should  bring  you  to  the  site. 

Moving  the  Conference  Offices  to  one 
location  (from  three)  has  already 
produced  some  good  results.  Inasmuch 


as  everyone  is  in  the  same  place, 
consultations  about  program  and 
financial  matters  can  be  done  with  the 
bishop,  or  other  officers,  much  more 
efficiently,  economically,  and  rapidly.  It 
is  expected  that  construction  of  the 
building  will  solve  the  final  problem  — 
space.  Offices  for  the  conference  are 
rather  cramped  at  present;  squeezed 
into  about  2900  feet  of  area.  The  new 
building,  with  necessary  storage  and 
work  space,  will  “make  everything  just 
about  perfect,”  according  to  one  staff 
person. 

Conference  officials  have  expressed 
the  hope  that  there  will  be  a  large 
number  of  persons  present  when  the 
service  is  held. 


The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  met  during  the  Convocation  of 
Boards.  This  agency  has  the  responsibility  for  the  Campus  Ministry 
programs  at  ten  colleges,  and  for  Centenary  College  and  Dillard  University. 
It  spent  $747,013  in  1980  in  those  programs.  Members  are  shown  as  they  hear 
reports  from  Directors  of  Campus  Ministry  programs  just  before  allotting 
the  budget  for  1981. 

Changes  in  remittance 
reports  to  be  noted 


The  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  met  during  the 
Convocation  of  Boards  for  a  very  important  item  of  business.  President,  Dr. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  explained  that  the  Louisiana  Conference  apportions  and 
collects  its  Conference  Benevolences  asking  one  year  and  spends  it  the  next. 
“We  are  one  of  the  few  conferences  in  Methodism  on  a  cash  basis,”  Dr. 
Hearn  exclaimed.  The  Council  examined  the  1980  receipts  for  World  Service 
and  Conference  Benevolences;  and  the  announcement  that  World  Service 
had  been  paid-in-full,  and  that  the  Conference  Benevolences  budget  was 
funded  at  100%  was  greeted  as  good  news  by  all  of  the  board  and  agencies  at 
the  Convocation. 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  has  requested  that 
local  church  treasurers  and  pastors  take 
careful  notice  of  the  remittance  reports. 

Item  No.  5900  is  now  designed  for 
Educational  Priorities.  The  Mass  Com¬ 
munications  Fund  was  discontinued  by 
action  of  the  1980  General  Conference. 

Item  No.  6500  is  the  number  to  be  used 
for  Conference  Advance  Specials.  The 
money  for  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  should  be  designated  for  this 
item  number  now.  It  was  formerly  a 
separate  item  at  the  end  of  the  sheet,  but 
it  has  now  been  designated  a  Conference 
Advance  Special.  Always  use  the  yellow 


sheet,  which  your  minister  has,  for  Con¬ 
ference  Advance  Specials.  There  are  a 
number  of  different  causes  reported 
under  this  number,  and  proper  use  of  the 
form  will  make  certain  that  the  money 
you  send  gets  to  the  right  place. 

Item  No.  6800  is  the  new  number  to  use 
for  reporting  Pension  Crusade  money 
from  the  local  church  ;  and  No.  6900  is  for 
reporting  the  minister’s  pledge  to  the 
Pension  Crusade. 

The  new  number  for  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  is  No.  7000.  DO 
NOT  USE  NOS.  7101,  7102.  or  7103  unless 
instructed  by  your  district  superin¬ 
tendent  or  the  conference  office  at  a  later 
date. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  l  year  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
(Please  Print) 


ADDRESS  _ 
CITY  _ 


Return  to  your  local  church  office,  pastor,  LUM  agent,  collection  plate  or  The  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Reporter  office,  P.O.  Box  3057,  B.R.  70821. 

The  gift  that  keeps  on  coming  for  52  weeks  and  only  costs  $4.00. 

Send  a  subscription  to  your  church  paper  to  a  friend  or  two. 


Pictured  are  some  members  of  the  Committee  on  Family  Life  at  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC.  They  recently  sponsored  Fellowship  Day.  They  are  front 
row.  Mesdames  Carrie  London,  Blanch  Felder,  Janie  Cox  and  Gloria 
Handy.  Back  row.  Roosevelt  Thomas,  Mesdames  Willie  Mars  Marion 
Jones,  Hallique  Dawson,  and  Kay  F.  Thomas. 


Wish  You  A  Merry  Christmas”  and  a 
special  number  such  as  “Winter 
Wonderland”  or  “Rudolph  the  Red- 
Nosed  Reindeer."  All  of  these  were  sung 
in  parts.  The  deluxe  model  cost  $15  and 
included  all  of  the  above  plus  two  carols 
sung  in  a  foreign  language. 

These  prices  were  agreed  upon  at  a 
T’n’T  meeting  despite  the  fact  that  one 
member  was  just  sure  “nobody  will  pay 
money  to  hear  us  sing.”  The  first  day’s 
orders  proved  this  member  wrong. 
Following  an  article  in  the  morning 
paper,  “Wishy”  Nolan,  pastor,  Marilyn 
Hardy,  church  secretary,  and  Music 
Director  King  found  the  phones  ringing 
off  the  wall.  The  group  soon  discovered 
that  it  had  not  charged  enough! 

While  the  basic  thrust  of  the  project 
was  initially  somewhat  selfish  —  to  make 
money  and  enjoy  singing  —  those  who 
participated  soon  found  a  deeper 
appreciation  of  the  project.  Often  cards 
were  sent  to  older,  lonely  people.  Tears 
of  joy  from  recipients,  hugs  and 
handshakes,  soon  gave  the  T’n’T  singers 
a  feeling  of  camaraderie  and  ministry  to 
those  people  for  whom  this  was  a 
highlight  of  the  Christmas  season. 

The  sharing  of  the  songs  with  the 
recipients  made  the  project  extra  special 
for  the  singers.  The  response  of  the 
community  added  to  the  special  feeling. 
Notes  from  purchasers  sending  in  their 
checks  reflected  a  joy  in  being  able  to  do 
something  special  for  someone  dear  to 


NOTICE  TO  CLERGY: 

Anyone  who  wishes,  to 
request  a  Leave  of  Absence 
or  the  renewal  of  a  Leave  of 
Absence:  anyone  who 
plans  to  retire  at  the 
Annual  Conference  must 
make  a  written  request  90- 
days  prior  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  which  begins  June 
1.  The  request  should  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Alfred  Norris, 
and  a  copy  to  the  Ministers’ 
Superintendent. 

Clyde  Frazier,  Chairperson 
Committee  on 

Conference  Relations _ 

them. 

T’n’T  expects  competition  next  year 
from  other  churches  who  have  wondered, 
“Why  didn’t  we  think  of  that?”  The  choir 
of  the  Episcopal  Day  School  is  planning 
to  carol  to  large  parties  or  groups  to 
finance  a  trip.  And  the  idea  has  been 
shared  across  the  state  with  a  church  in 
Northeast  Louisiana  adapting  the  idea  to 
send  Valentines  and  flowers.  And  while 
T’n’T  wishes  they  could  have  only 
patented  the  idea,  they  realize  that  this 
sharing  has  made  the  idea  even  more 
special.  And  besides,  the  group  has 
already  planned  some  new  innovations 
for  Christmas  1981! 


“If  audits  come,  Annual  Conference  ain’t  far  away!  Each 
January,  ministers  bring  their  reports  —  all  72  questions  —  to 
be  checked  and  finalized  by  representatives  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration.  These 
pictures  were  taken  by  Janie  Flournoy,  during  the  audit  in 
Shreveport.  It  was  held  in  the  Board  Room  of  Hamilton  Hall 
at  Centenary  College. 


Around  the  conference 


MONTGOMERY  -  As  a  part  of  the 
annual  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity,  the  Montgomery  UMC  held  a  com¬ 
munity-wide  fellowship  supper  and  "sing 
along”  .  .  .  The  Grant  Parish  Gospel 
Singers,  a  local  group  composed  of 
persons  from  area  churches,  led  the 
singing.  Over  75  persons  came  to  join  in 
the  fellowship  from  churches  all  over  the 
parish.  "It  really  stressed  the  fact  that 
Jesus  Christ,  who  was  ‘one  with  God’  has 
called  us  as  men  and  women  unto  a 
unified  community  of  people  drawn 
together  as  God’s  church,  to  aid  Him  in 
His  work  of  reconciliation  for  all 
persons,”  Robert  W.  Huston  said  in  a 
weekly  church  bulletin. 

•  •  * 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  Baton  Rouge 
Chapter  of  the  American  Guild  of 
Organist  sponsored  a  SACRED  HARP 
SING  at  the  Parkview  Baptist  Church.  It 
was  led  by  Dr.  Wallace  McKenzie, 
Professor  of  Music  History  at  LSU. 

*  4  • 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  uptown  United 
Methodist  Men  elected  new  officers. 
President  is  Lee  Arthur  Johnson  from 
Napoleonville  Avenue.  Vice-President  is 
John  Loggins  from  Carrollton.  Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer  is  Gerald  Van  Pelt  also 
from  Carrollton.  They  were  inducted  at  a 
dinner  meeting,  held  at  Parker 


Memorial  UMC  at  which  Rev.  William  P 
Fraser,  Director  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  was  the  speaker. 

•  •  • 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  internationally 
recognized  Centenary  College  Choir 
presented  a  full-length  concert  at  First 
UMC.  The  Choir,  in  great  demand  for 
appearances  before  church,  civic  and 
social  groups  throughout  the  South,  is 
one  of  the  few  college  troupes  in  United 
States  with  a  repertoire  extensive 
enough  to  permit  the  presentation  of  full- 
length  concerts  of  either  sacred  or 
secular  music. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Faithfulness  shone  by  how 
we  bear  our  ‘little  crosses 9 


.W.V.V.V.V.V.V 
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..V.V.V.W  Editorial  ■ 

‘Religious  Roundtable9  use  of  lies 
about  NCC  to  raise  funds:  deplorable 


The  NCC  is  not  producing  a 
4 non-sexist  translation  of  Bible1 

By  LEROY  C.  HODAPP 

I  have  had  some  correspondence  recently  inquiring  about  a  new  project  of  the 
Division  of  Education  and  Ministry  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC). 
Inaccurate  reporting  or  casual  reading  apparently  led  some  people  to  believe 
that  the  NCC  is  producing  a  “non-sexist  translation  of  the  Bible.” 

Such  is  not  the  case.  What  is  being  written  is  a  non-sexist  paraphrase  of  the 
three-year  lectionary  used  in  many  churches.  The  difference,  however  real,  may 
be  cordusing. 

A  "translation”  is  a  scholarly  attempt  to  translate  the  original  Greek,  Hebrew, 
and  Aramaic  manuscripts  of  the  books  of  the  Bible  into  English  or  some  other  con¬ 
temporary  language.  It  is  a  word-by-word  endeavor,  seeking  to  find  the  best 
equivalent  modern  word  to  convey  the  original  meaning.  New  translations  are 
made  regularly  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  more  ancient  manuscripts  which 
have  been  discovered  since  the  last  translation.  We  possess  no  original  manu¬ 
script  of  any  book  in  the  Bible.  Thus,  as  a  rule,  the  more  recent  the  translation, 
the  nearer  the  wording  is  to  the  original  text,  since  the  most  recent  translators 
work  from  more  ancient  manuscripts. 

A  “paraphrase,”  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  literal  word-by- 
word  translation,  but  is  an  attempt  to  convey  the  meaning  of  the  original  text. 
Obviously,  this  is  the  “meaning”  as  understood  by  the  person  or  persons  writing 
the  paraphrase.  The  author  of  a  paraphrase  has  much  more  freedom  with  the 
text  than  a  translator.  For  instance,  when  Jesus  says  to  the  first  disciples,  “Come 
with  me,  and  I  will  teach  you  to  catch  men”  (Mark  1:17  —  Today’s  English 
Version),  a  translation  must  use  the  word  “men,”  since  that  is  the  original  word. 
A  paraphrase,  however,  can  use  “human  beings”  if  the  one  making  the  para¬ 
phrase  believes  that  is  the  intended  meaning  of  the  original  statement. 

The  NCC  has  appointed  a  task  force  of  writers  and  biblical  scholars  to  create 
such  a  non-sexist  paraphrase  of  the  lectionary  passages  for  churches  who  desire 
to  use  it  during  1983,  1984  and  1985.  Reaction  to  this  lectionary  project  will 
determine  whether  a  non-sexist  paraphrase  of  the  whole  Bible  will  be  under¬ 
taken.  Such  biblical  paraphrases  often  become  very  popular,  as  in  the  case  with 
“The  Living  Bible,"  a  recent  paraphrase  attempting  to  convey  the  original 
meaning  from  a  contemporary  conservative  viewpoint. 

Once  the  lectionary  is  printed  and  distributed,  all  persons  will  be  invited  to 
share  reactions  and  feelings  with  the  NCC  committee. 

Bishop  Hodapp  is  episcopal  leader  of  the  Central  and  Southern  Illinois  Annual 
Conferences.  This  statement  first  appeared  in  the  Central  Illinois  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Christians  encouraged  to  recognize 
‘remaining  hostages’  around  the  world 


The  National  Council  of  Churches  has 
been  a  frequent  target  of  criticism 
throughout  its  history.  Some  of  that 
criticism  has  been  deserved;  much  of  it 
has  not. 

The  NCC  has  probably  never  been  the 
victim  of  vilification  any  more  unfair 
than  that  contained  in  a  recent  mailing 
by  “The  Religious  Roundtable”  under  the 
bold  heading  “Stop  the  Liberals  from 
removing  the  words  ‘Son  of  God’  from 
the  Bible.” 

The  purpose  of  this  mailing  was, 
ostensibly,  to  “stop  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  <  NCC)  from  completing  and 
nationally  promoting  a  very  anti- 
Christian  Bible.”  It  alleges  that  the  NCC 
intends  to  remove  such  words  as  “Son  of 
God’  and  "Heavenly  Father”  from  the 
Bible.  It  states:  “This  attack  on  our 
sacred  Scripture  is  the  same  as  attacking 
God  Himself.”  It  clearly  implies  that 
persons  related  to  the  NCC  are  not 
Christians.  It  is  signed  by  “Religious 
Roundtable”  president,  Edward  E. 
McAteer,  and  carries  the  endorsement  of 
TV  evangelists  Jerry  Falwell  and  James 
Robison,  among  others. 

What  this  mailing  lacks,  however,  is 
even  a  remote  similarity  to  the  truth.  In 
late  1980,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  explicitly  reaffirmed  its 
support  of  the  Revised  Standard  Version 
as  a  literal  translation  of  ancient  biblical 
manuscripts.  The  NCC  also  tabled  — 
rather  than  affirmed  —  a  proposal  to 
produce  a  “non-sexist  Bible.”  Instead,  a 
very  limited,  experimental  project  to 
produce  an  “inclusive  language 
lectionary”  of  biblical  passages  was 
approved.  The  first  group  of  these 
passages  will  not  be  available  until  1983 
(see  TM/UMR,  Dec.  12,  1980).  We 
commend  the  excellent  explanation  of 
“translations,”  “paraphrases”  and 
“lectionaries”  offered  in  the  article  by 
Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  elsewhere  on  this 
page. 

The  spurious  attack  by  “Religious 
Roundtable”  on  the  NCC  was 
accompanied  by  an  appeal  for  signatures 
on  a  petition  protesting  the  alleged  new 
“anti-Christian  Bible,"  and  an  appeal  for 
financial  support  “to  stop  certain  NCC 
forces  from  tearing  apart  our  Holy 
Scriptures.” 

The  more  closely  one  reads  the  letter, 
the  more  apparent  it  becomes  that  the 
primary  interest  of  “Religioqs 
Roundtable”  is  to  acquire  names  and 


By  KEITH  SIMS 

“God  does  not  reside, qp  this  hillLHe  is 
out  seeking  those  who  are  ill  and  dis¬ 
couraged.” 

One  thousand,  four  hundred  new  living 
units\will  soon  be  a  reality  on  the  rolling 
hills  in  our  area  —  although  the  finding  of 
ancient  fossils  may  slow  their 
development  slightly. 

Ours  will  be  the  closest  local  church  to 
these  new  facilities  and  the  single 
persons  living  there.  Will  this  affect  our 
church?  Not  necessarily!  It  depends!  We 
still  have  our  building,  our  parking  lot, 
most  of  our  view  and  a  new  road  for 
continued  access.  We  can  maintain  the 
“status  quo”  OR  we  can  embark  on  an 
adventure  in  “reaching  out.” 

We  might  first  ask:  Is  it  our  duty  to 
reach  out?  A  duty  often  comes  from  a 
command,  and  yes,  each  of  the  first  three 
gospels  states  Jesus’  commandment  to 
“go  in  to  all  the  world  and  spread  the 
good  news”  (Matthew  28:18-20;  Mark 
16:15-16;  and  Luke  24: 46-47). 

Secondly,  we  might  consider:  Do  we 
have  a  need  to  reach  out?  Our  church’s 
budget  is  incredibly  stretched  during  this 
period  of  high  inflation  —  particularly 
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dollars  (“Your  name  and  support  will 
inspire  others  to  help.”)  A  dishonest 
description  of  the  NCC’s  efforts  to  deal 
responsibly,  and  cautiously,  with  the 
issue  of  “inclusive  language”  in  Bible 
translation  is  used  by  “Religious  Round- 
table’  ’  leaders  as  a  means  to  prey  on  pre¬ 
existing  fears,  and  thereby  to  produce 
dollars  for  their  coffers. 

We  deplore  the  use  of  methods  which 
falsely  malign  the  efforts  of  others  for 
selfish  gain  —  particularly  by  a  group 
which  uses  the  word  “religious”  in  its 
name.  “The  end  justifies  the  means”  is 
not  a  proper  motto  for  Christians  to 
follow  —  regardless  of  whether  we  stand 
in  the  “center,”  on  the  “left,”  or  on  the 
“right"  of  the  political  spectrum.  We 
believe  all  who  are  associated  with 
“Religious  Roundtable"  owe  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  a  public 
apology  for  false  statements  included  in 
the  fund-raising  letter  described  above. 

Christians  who  receive  mailings  of  this 
sort  should  recognize  the  contemporary 
truth  of  Jesus’  words:  “Beware  of  false 
prophets,  who  come  to  you  in  sheep’s 
clothing,  but  inwardly  are  ravenous 
wolves.  You  will  know  them  by  their 
fruits."  In  this  case,  the  false  prophets 
are  not  associated  with  the  NCC.  As 
Christians,  we  should  not  respond  to  such 
mailings  with  money,  but  with  a 
repudiation  of  the  false  witness  they 
bear,  and  a  demand  for  public 
repentance. 

As  long  as  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  existed,  it  has  been  a 
subject  of  controversy  and  a  target  of 
criticism.  That  undoubtedly  will  continue 
for  as  long  as  the  NCC  exists. 

We  have,  at  times,  offered  criticism  of 
particular  NCC  actions  or  positions,  and 
that  also  will  likely  occur  again  in  the 
future. 

We  invite  "Religious  Roundtable”  and 
similar  political/religious  organizations 
to  criticize  the  NCC,  and  its  policies  and 
actions,  and  even  to  use  such  criticisms 
as  the  basis  for  fund-raising  appeals  if 
they  so  choose.  However,  those 
criticisms  and  appeals  should  be  based 
on  the  truth  —  not  on  lies.  No  matter 
what  our  feelings  are  in  general  about 
the  NCC,  we  should  not  condone  any 
specific  criticism  which  is  based  on  a  lie. 
No  cause  which  is  truly  worthy  of  support 
should  find  it  necessary  to  mobilize  that 
support  by  spreading  deceitful 
information  about  the  efforts  of  others. 


when  a  large  percentage  of  our  church’s 
members  are  on  “fixed”  incomes,  and 
most  others  receive  modest  salary 
increases  that  don’t  begin  to  match 
inflation. 

Do  we  need  new  members  to  ease  the 
financial  burden  on  each  of  us?  YES,  if  it 
means  we  have  more  total  dollars  for  in¬ 
creased  service  to  our  world.  NO,  if  it 
means  this  simply  allows  the  rest  of  us  to 
give  less ! 

Do  we  need  new  members  to  give  new 
life  and  an  infusion  of  new  ideas  and 
vitality  to  our  study  groups,  our  United 
Methodist  Women,  our  youth  activities, 
and  our  church  committees?  YES,  if 
together  we  become  stronger  and  more 
united.  NO,  if  we  let  the  new  people  do  it 
all,  claiming  “We’re  burned  out.” 

Last,  and  a  little  more  subtly,  do  we 
need  to  do  something  that  makes  us  feel 
“needed?”  YES,  if  we  recognize  how 
important  it  is  to  each  of  us  to  be  involved 
in  an  activity  and  life  that  “makes  a 
difference.”  So  many  of  our  “busy” 
activities  do  not  seem  to  “make  a 
difference.”  But,  NO,  if  our  own  good 
feelings  are  the  focal  point  of  our 
motivation. 

We  have  talked  about  OUR  duty.  We 
have  talked  about  OUR  needs.  There 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  much  more 
important  reason  to  reach  out  to  our 
neighbors  —  we  want  to  share  what  we 
have  found  to  be  of  highest  priority  in  our 
lives.  The  commitment  to  our  church, 
and  to  God  that  we  have  found  here  in  our 
church  —  we  want  to  share  with  others 
because  it  means  so  much  to  us.  It  is  not 
based  on  a  particular  minister  or 
ministers,  nor  is  it  based  on  a  particular 
building,  or  view  of  the  ocean.  It  is  based 
on  the  love  of  God  and  the  love  of  each 
other  that  we  experience  in  our  church  as 
we  meet,  worship,  study,  and  serve 
others  together! 

The  12th  chapter  of  I  Corinthians 
speaks  of  our  separate  abilities  and  our 
unity  in  the  “body  of  Christ.”  You  may 
recall  that  the  next  chapter  goes  on  to  tell 
us  that  although  we  have  all  these  talents 
and  give  all  we  have  to  the  poor  —  if  we 
have  not  love,  we  have  nothing! 

So,  the  next  time  we  begin  to  “reach 
out  and  touch  someone,”  let’s  think  about 
"reaching  out  in  love!  ” 

YES,  it  is  our  duty  to  reach  out.  YES,  it 
is  our  need  to  reach  out.  YES,  it  is  for 
sharing  that  we  reach  out.  But  the 
greater  of  these  ...  is  sharing:  sharing 
ourselves;  sharing  our  lives;  sharing  our 
concerns;  sharing  our  love  of  God;  and 
sharing  our  love  for  all ! 

These  mandates  to  reach  out  are 
applicable  not  only  to  my  local  church, 
but  to  all  local  churches. 

Are  there  people  in  your  community  to 
whom  your  church  should  be  reaching 
out? 

“My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
l(fe.  This  week's  contributor,  Keith  Sims,  is 
a  member  of  St.  Andrews-By-The  Sea 
UMC  in  San  Clemente,  California 
(Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference). 


To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah  for  the  hostages !  They  are  free 
at  last!  I  am  glad  for  them  and  their 
families,  yet  I  am  troubled  by  many 
aspects  of  our  response  to  this  crisis.  The 
exploitation  of  the  hostages  —  by  the 
Iranian  and  U.S.  governments  for  pro¬ 
paganda,  by  the  media  for  profits,  and  by 
the  people  for  catharsis  —  is  disturbing 
What  would  the  reaction  have  been  in  a 
non-election  year  with  no  recession 
underway? 

But  now  that  it’s  over,  what  about  the 
other  hostages?  Not  the  few  Americans 
still  held  in  Iran  or  elsewhere;  what 
about  the  thousands,  millions  of  persons 
who  are  held  in  circumstances  more 
brutal  than  anything  our  embassy 
workers  faced? 

These  include  the  thousands  of  political 
prisoners  held,  or  even  executed  without 
trial,  around  the  world.  Then  there  are 
those  imprisoned  or  brutalized  here  and 
abroad  largely  because  of  their  race  or 
economic  status,  as  in  the  case  of  Arthur 
McDuffie,  the  black  Miami  businessman 
beaten  to  death  by  white  officers. 

Finally  there  are  the  hundreds  of 
millions  of  hostages  of  hunger,  disease, 
ignorance  and  their  root  cause  —  poverty 
—  around  the  world.  They  were  taken 
captive  at  birth  and  given  a  life  sentence 
with  release  only  by  death.  Our 
government  has  never  shown  a  firm 
commitment  to  seeking  the  release  of 
these  hostages,  despite  much  rhetoric; 
some  of  its  policies  actually  perpetuate 
their  captivity.  Our  media  have  given 
them  only  passing  attention  in  times  of 
extreme  crisis  as,  for  example,  recently 
in  Cambodia.  There  are  15  million  deaths 
each  year  that  could  be  prevented  by 
adequate  nutrition;  two-thirds  are 
children.  Yet  our  people  tie  no  yellow 
ribbons  on  their  trees  for  them. 

This  is  the  way  of  the  world.  But  the 
followers  of  Christ  are  called  to  a 
different  way.  When  Jesus,  like  Isaiah 
before  him,  proclaimed,  “The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  upon  me  because  he  has 
annointed  me  to  preach  good  news  to  the 
poor,  He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim  release 
to  the  captives  ...  to  set  at  liberty  those 
who  are  oppressed  .  .  .,”  he  was  not 
referring  to  “poor”  Americans  who  want 
cheap  oil  again,  or  exclusively  to 
Americans  held  prisoner.  No,  the 
captives  about  whom  he  spoke  and  for 
whom  he  charged  us  to  work  include, 
rather,  the  groups  I  have  mentioned  — 
the  prisoners,  the  oppressed,  the  poor  of 
the  world  —  the  other  hostages. 

Richard  F.  Gillum 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


Welcome  to  readers 
of  new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  approximate¬ 
ly  500  member  families  of  the  St. 
Peter’s  UMC  in  Katy,  Texas  (Texas 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  300  local  churches  across 
the  U.S.  which  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper  —  combining 
local  church  news  with  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  general  religious  news 
and  opinion,  and  mailing  it  as  one 
paper  directly  to  the  homes  of  the 
church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Katy,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  pro¬ 
viding  feedback  through  such 
columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say  again: 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edition 
of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist 
Reporter).” 


Editorial  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  you  for  your 
thoughtful  editorial,  “What  path  shall  we 
pursue  in  hostage  crisis  aftermath: 
retaliation  or  reconciliation?” 
(TM/UMR,  Jan.  30). 

I  liked  especially  your  thought  that,  as 
Christians,  we  should  help  our  nation 
remember  that  reconciliation  —  a  solid 
New  Testament  term  —  is  just  as  surely 
a  part  of  our  nation’s  heritage  as  is  our 
calling  to  respond,  when  necessary,  with 
force. 

With  your  permission,  I  would  like  to 
quote  your  pungent  sentence: 
“Christians  in  America  have  a  particular 
responsibility  to  bear  witness  to  an 
alternative  understanding  of  ‘national 
greatness.’  ’’Amen  to  that! 

Ralph  O.  Grote 
Hoyleton,  Illinois 

Iran-U.S.  relations 
should  be  ‘non-personal’ 

To  the  Editor : 

I  refer  to  an  item  written  by  Associate 
Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck,  headlined 
“Healing  Iran  —  U.S.  wounds  next  step” 
(TM/UMR,  Jan.  23).  This  article  rubs 
me  the  wrong  way.  No  doubt  you  have 
heard  or  will  hear  from  others. 

Too  many  religious  organizations  and 
ministers  have  tried  to  ingratiate 
themselves  with  radical  organizations 
and  governments  hostile  to  the  United 
States  in  order  to  curry  favor,  ostensibly 
with  the  hope  of  reforming  such  peoples. 
In  many  cases  the  churches  have  given 
substantial  financial  aid  to  the  most 
radical  of  these  people.  This  only 
convinces  them  that  they  are  right  and 
the  United  States  is  dead  wrong.  I  do  not 
believe  in  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy.  Near  the  end  of  a  recent 
television  interview  with  former  U.S. 
Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  the 
commentator  asked  Clark,  “Whose  side 
are  you  on?”  The  answer  was  oblique. 
Clark  really  got  nowhere  with  the 
Iranians,  though  he  appeared  to  be  quite 
sympathetic  with  their  cause. 

In  Mr.  Beck’s  article,  the  Rev.  Jack 
Bremer  makes  reference  to  the  religious 
constitution  and  religious  leaders  of  Iran. 
These  so-called  religious  leaders  from  all 
reports  have  caused  to  be  executed  many 
Iranians  in  the  service  of  the  late  Shah. 
They  would  like  to  exterminate  all  of  the 
Shah’s  relatives  and  other  potential 
political  rivals  if  they  could  lay  hands  on 
them.  How  religious  can  they  be? 

If  the  war  with  Iraq  had  not  occurred, 
there  is  no  telling  when  our  hostages 
would  have  been  released.  Iran  is  in 
severe  economic  straits  and  sorely  needs 
the  funds  which  were  frozen  by  the  U.S. 
This  is  the  only  reason  they  came  to 
terms  on  release  of  the  hostages.  While  I 
do  not  believe  in  being  vindictive,  in  my 
opinion  all  of  our  future  dealings  with 
Iran  should  be  strictly  on  a  non-personal 
basis  and  in  the  best  long-range  interests 
of  our  nation.  I  believe  Mr.  Reagan  is  just 
the  man  who  can  look  out  for  the  U.S.  in 
this  regard. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  state  that  I  am 
not  anti-church  or  anti-christian.  I  am  a 
church-going  United  Methodist  and  in 
my  senior  years.  I  do  believe  that  I  know 
how  to  keep  my  priorities  straight. 

Henry  G.  Guest 
Houston,  Texas 

‘Just  reward’  awaits  NCC 

To  the  Editor: 

How  fortunate  we  are  to  have  the 
privilege  of  supporting  such  an  august 
body  as  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Their  lofty  pursuits  and 
soaring  ideals  are  far  beyond  mere 
mortal  comprehension.  They  were, 
therefore,  very  much  in  character  when 
they  undertook  the  lofty  project  of 
producing  a  “non-sexist”  Bible 
lectionary 


By  ROY  DeLAMOTTE 

The  Cross  of  Christ  is  one  kind  of  cross, 
and  unique.  We  do  not  bear  it  but  can 
only  accept  its  mystery  and  power  as  a 
life-changing  and  history-changing 
event.  But  Jesus  in  his  earthly  ministry 
did  call  on  us  to  take  up  our  crosses  daily 
(Luke  9:23),  and  we  sometimes  use  His 
great  cross  to  avoid  our  small  daily  ones. 
We  tell  ourselves  He  must  have  meant 
some  dramatic,  world-changing  cross 
like  His  own,  when  in  fact  this  view  often 
rests  merely  on  unhappiness  with  the 
smallness  of  our  daily  lives  and  on  our 
fear  that  we  are  not  the  kind  of  people 
who  affect  the  course  of  history. 

This  craving  for 
big  crosses  may  thus 
arise  from  dreams  of 
some  grand  event 
that  will  lift  us  for  a 
moment  onto  the 
great  stage  of  his¬ 
tory.  We  imagine 
that  there  we  will  fin¬ 
ally  be  measured  a-  Mr.  DeLamotte 
right  and  enabled  to  display  our  full  sta¬ 
ture.  But  when  such  rare  occasions 
actually  do  occur,  they  provide  us  with 
all  sorts  of  unexpected  props  and 
crutches  one  does  not  normally  have 
available  —  the  joy  of  doing  something 
genuinely  important,  the  heady  wine  of 
danger,  the  excitement,  the  publicity. 

“Show  me  a  hero,  I’ll  show  you  a 
bum!  ”  is  a  half-truth  from  a  military  set¬ 
ting  that  embodies  a  wider  truth.  Men 
who  can  do  deeds  of  uncommon  valor 


In  fact,  I  can  hardly  wait  until  we  start 
to  pray,  “Our  Person  who  art  in  heaven, 
hallowed  be  Thy  name.” 

I’m  sure  these  persons  of  the  NCC  will 
claim  their  just  reward  for  this  great  and 
noble  accomplishment,  as  I  agree  they 
should.  And  should  these  persons  of  the 
NCC,  while  crossing  the  street  to  collect 
said  reward,  chance  to  fall  down  a 
personhole,  I  should  then  be  moved  to 
pray  to  our  heavenly  Person  to  restrain 
me  from  replacing  the  personhole  cover 
and  welding  it  shut.  Or  should  I? 

Leonard  R.  Wallace 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

A  thought  on  SS  growth 

To  the  Editor : 

We  were  interested  in  the  article  head¬ 
lined  “Church  size  affects  use  of 
curriculum”  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  26).  The 
article  went  on  to  say  that  while  the  use 
of  United  Methodist  curriculum  material 
within  the  denomination  is  on  the 
increase,  “research  indicates  that  the 
smaller  the  church,  the  less  likely  it  is  to 
use  denominational  resources." 

Because  we  are  so  enthusiastic  about 
United  Methodist  materials  and  have 
found  them  to  be  so  helpful  in  our  Church 
School,  we  are  wondering  whether  it 
might  not  be  true  to  say:  “The  less  likely 
it  is  that  a  church  uses  denominational 
resources,  the  more  likely  it  is  that  the 
church  will  be  small.”  If  this  is  the  case, 
the  headline  to  the  article  would  read: 
“Use  of  curriculum  affects  church  size.” 

We  just  thought  this  was  worth 
chewing  on  for  awhile. 

Robert  S.  Zimmerman  and 
AlanS.  Brown 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 
Mb.  Dodd  complimented 
To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  compliment  Bliss  Dodd  on  the 
My  Witness  article  (’’Surprise  of 
Working  with  Disabled  Persons  Is  Who 
Benefits  The  Most”)  in  your  Feb.  6  issue. 
The  insights  she  offered  are  significant 
and  well  stated. 

My  experience  in  working  with 
handicapped  persons,  including  adults, 
confirms  Bliss  Dodd’s,  and  I  add  a  hearty 
“Amen”  to  her  article. 

James  E.  Carter 
Austin,  Texas 


under  the  stress  of  war  often  do  find 
themselves  unable  to  handle  the  com¬ 
mon-place  problems  of  peacetime.  The 
props  they  enjoyed  are  now  missing  — 
the  bigness,  the  high  stakes,  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  courage,  the  dread  of  failing  to 
measure  up,  and  —  at  least  before 
Vietnam  —  the  inspiration  of  a  larger 
cause.  The  high  moment  of  life  may 
indeed  reveal  our  true  stature,  but  it  may 
also  permanently  distort  our  vision  of  our 
actual  abilities. 

Wild  illusions  cherished 

If  this  writer’s  heart  is  any  index,  the 
church  of  today  probably  has  its  full 
share  of  moral  Walter  Mittys  whose 
secret  lives  would  have  made  the  early 
Christians  tu^n  green  with  envy.  We 
cherish  the  wildest  illusions  about  our¬ 
selves  and  spend  many  an  hour  in  mur- 
murings  such  as,  “I’m  too  big  for  this 
little  job .  .  .  little  town  .  .  .  little  circle!  If 
I  jus,t  had  one  good  chance  to  show  my 
true  gifts  —  a  really  big  job  —  or  a  small 
earthquake,  maybe  —  just  enough  to 
scare  everybody  except  me  —  or  even  an 
epidemic  of  swine  flu!  Then  I  could  really 
shine!  But  how  can  you  "shine”  when  some¬ 
body  with  a  foul-smelling  pipe  insists  on  sitting 
beside  you  in  a  committee  meeting?” 

The  result  of  all  this  is  a  sullen 
exasperation  with  the  little  crosses  of 
everyday  life  that  wound  our  puffed-up 
vanity  and  make  us  even  less  competent 
in  the  tasks  life  lays  upon  us. 

What  are  these  daily  crosses? 
Whatever  tests  our  Christian  character 
on  the  stage  of  everyday  ordinariness. 
Whatever  small  duty  or  chore  contra¬ 
dicts  our  self-indulgence,  touches  some 
petty  phobia,  calls  on  us  for  patience  or 
courtesy,  requires  some  minor  curbing 
of  self-will.  Many  such  crosses  come 
amid  the  haste  and  anonymity  of  modern 
urban  life  —  that  slow-poke  in  the  car 
ahead  who  makes  us  late  for  an  appoint¬ 
ment  ...  the  operator  who  gets  us  the 
wrong  number  ...  the  store  that  refuses 
to  take  our  personal  check. 

Exasperated  by  trivia 

How  often  we  are  exasperated  with 
ourselves  for  being  bothered  by  such 
trivia.  How  certain  we  are  that  if  we  only 
put  our  minds  to  it  we  could  be  gracious 
and  understanding.  How  inaccurately 
people  estimate  us  because  the  tests  are 
so  downright  silly!  We  forget  that  true 
fidelity  to  Christ  and  the  development  of 
a  genuinely  winsome  and  Christlike 
character  must  inevitably  take  place  in 
ordinary  daily  living  among  ordinary 
people  and  events.  Why?  Because  most 
of  life  is  of  just  that  quality  for  most  of 
humankind.  Even  soldiers  in  wartime 
discover  that  “War  is  five  percent  fight¬ 
ing  and  95  percent  waiting  in  line.”  And  if 
that  is  true  of  gigantfo. historic^ r con¬ 
vulsions,  what  should  we  expect  from 
more  normal  times? 

Are  we  reduced  then  to  tithing  mint, 
dill  and  cumin?  Only  if  we  approach  the 
little  things  of  life  as  a  ladder  of  works, 
and  mount  up  to  heaven  all  heavy  with 
anxiety  while  empty  of  humor  and 
perspective.  We  need  to  see  our 
responses  to  life’s  little  crosses  not  as 
having  vast  significance  in  themselves 
but  as  symptoms  of  our  spiritual  state. 
When  I  am  preoccupied  with  some 
imagined  slight,  or  forget  simple 
courtesy,  I  know  that  the  life  and  death  of 
Christ  have  temporarily  lost  their  heal¬ 
ing  power  in  my  life,  their  sight-restoring 
ability  that  enables  me  to  see  the  whole 
of  life  in  the  one  true  light.  For  there 
exists  a  kind  of  joyous  power  in  Christ 
and  His  cross  that  makes  the  bigness  or 
littleness  of  daily  living  irrelevant:  we 
are  already  in  the  Kingdom  and  the 
Kingdom  in  us  and  we  know  that  if  we  are 
faithful  in  little,  the  advent  of  some  great 
occasion,  will  find  us  faithful  in  much. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  Roy 
DeLamotte,  is  a  member  of  the  Holston 
Conference,  under  special  appointment 
as  a  professor  of  Bible  and  Ethics  at 
Paine  College  in  Augusta,  Georgia. 


CLASSIFIED 

NEWLY  PUBLISHED  "Beliefs  of  a  United 
Methodist  Christian,"  by  Don  Willis.  Excellent  for 
confirmation  classes,  both  adult  and  youth  Only 
$1.95;  by  mail  $2  50  per  copy  .  10  or  more  by  mail 
$2.15  per  copy  Send  to  Cokesbury  Bookstore,  6892 
Southwest  Freeway.  Houston,  TX  77036,  or  your  local 
Cokesbury  Bookstore 

ST  MATTHEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH. 
1200  Moreland  Drive,  Belleville,  IL  62223.  Position 
open  for  Director  of  Christian  Education  in  church 
with  1,200  manbers;  25  Church  School  classes; 
graded  youth  program ;  and  Day  Care  Center.  Prefer 
Master's  Degree  with  experience  in  group  dynamics, 
youth  and  adult  responsibilities.  Salary  negotiable. 
Norin  J.  Altman,  Church  Busi  ness  Administrator.  1 

"YOU  CAN  DO  THEM"  -  Book  of  25  religious  magic 
lessons  and  25  religious  object  lessons,  many 
drawings,  scripture  and  story.  $3.96  postpaid.  Rev 
Sherman  Epler,  5810  21st  Street,  North,  St. 
Petersburg.  FL  33714 

1981  TOURS:  HOLY  LAND,  EGYPT,  Athens,  Rome, 
March  24-April  7,  $1780.  MAINLAND  CHINA,  July  7- 
28,  $3198.  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  55  Emma  St., 
Payette,  ID  83661  ! 

TOUR  THE  HOLY  LAND  with  Dr  Forrest  Robinson. 
Israel,  Egypt  and  Rome.  March  2S  to  April  8,  1981. 
P.O.  Box  377,  Winfield,  KS 67156 

POSITION  OPEN:  Full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education  or  Educational  Assistant,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Normal,  Illinois.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Church  of  1,700  members  with  a  church 
school  of  600.  Send  resumes  to  the  Rev  David  P  Dees, 
Senior  Pastor,  or  call  (309)  452-2096. 

BRITISH  ISLE  TOUR  -  July  21-August  7, 1981.  Visit 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales  on  a  deluxe 
tour.  Everything  included.  $2,689.00.  Write  Rev  Leo 
King,  1818  Paloma  Avenue.  Sanford,  FL  32771. 

WANTED:  Director  of  Music  and  Christian 
Education.  1,300  Members.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Hopkinsville.  Kentucky.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Dr.  Howard  H.  Willen,  1305  So  Main, 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky  42240. 

1972  CHEVY  54  PASSENGER  BUS  -  Automatic 
transmission.  51,000  miles,  very  good  condition.  For 
information,  call:  (309)  387-6220  Address:  Zion  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Route  1,  Cole  Street  Road, 
Pekin,  IL  61554.  ; 

DEDICATED  PERSON  DESIRES  FULL-TIME 
POSITION  —  Training  and  experience  in  Christian 
Education,  Music  and  business.  Will  re-locate  in 
eastern  UJS.  Willing  to  train  for  new  position.  Write 
D.  J.  Lee,  1654  Higland  Avenue.  Melbourne,  FL 
32935. 

CHINA  ADVENTURE  plus  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan, 
Japan.  May  9-31  Personally  escorted  by:  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214. 
Brochure  available. 

VIKING  ADVENTURE  15  DAYSI ! !  Departing  July  - 
Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden.  Norway.  Rev  John  W. 
Collins  experienced  tour  director.  Write:  1820 
5th  Avenue,  Rock  Island,  Ill.  61201  or  phone:  (309) 
788-9384,  ■ 

BOARD  ELIGIBLE  INTERNIST  -  Weary  of  crime 
and  urban  rat-race?  Living  miles  from 
office/hospital?  Live  a  more  relaxed  life!  Lovely 
Southern  Ohio  beckons.  We  need  you  and  will  provide 
very  comfortable  living.  66  bed  med-surg  hospital, 
fully  equipped,  intensive  care  unit.  Nurses  needed, 
too  —  full  or  part  time  Write  Clarence  Monroe, 
M.D.,  Pike  County  Hospital,  Waverly,  OH  45690 

ARE  YOU  PAYING  TOO  MUCH  for  your  church's 
printing?  We  offer  special  lower  prices  to  churches. 
Free  price  list.  Express  Press.  812  Boulevard, 
Dover,  OH  44622 

PASTOR  SEEKS  POSITION:  Conference  Program 
Director,  Administrative  Assistant.  Address 
Inquiries  P.O.  Box  221076-JH,  Dallas,  TX  75222. 

HYMN  CONTEST  -  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

723  Center  Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  72201.  Due  Date, 
July  15th,  1981 .  Guide  lines  on  request. 

POSITION  WANTED:  Staff  position  working  in 
administration  or  with  elderly.  23  years  as  pastor, 
accounting  and  nursing  home  administration. 
Thomas  W  Cramer,  Pelham  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O  Box  82,  Pelham,  NC  27311 

CHINA  TOUR:  16  days  Manila,  Peking,  Hangchow, 
Soochow,  Shanghai,  Great  Wall,  Hong  Kong,  much 
more.  Dr  Ira  Allen,  Tour  Director,  over  30  years 
travel  experience,  1015  W.  Cedar,  Redlands,  CA  92373. 

- My  Witness - 

Should  a  local  church  reach  out? 
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‘Big  Brother’  intrudes  on  liberty 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  “Big  Brother" 
government  seems  to  be  developing  a 
pattern  of  intruding  into  the  area  of 
religious  liberty,  numerous  legal  and 
religious  leaders  warned  here  last  week. 

The  “threat"  of  government  interven¬ 
tion  in  religious  affairs  brought  together 
representatives  of  90  percent  of  all 
religious  adherents  in  the  United  States 
for  one  of  the  most  inclusive  gatherings 
in  American  history,  according  to  the 
chairperson,  Dr.  William  P.  Thompson, 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A. 

Seventeen  specific  types  of  govern¬ 
mental  action  were  listed  as  examples  of 
intrusion  on  First  Amendment  rights  at 
the  outset  of  the  meeting  (see  list 
elsewhere  on  this  page ) . 

United  Methodist  delegates  to  the 
interfaith  conference  said  their  "sense  of 
urgency  was  awakened"  on  hearing 
reports  from  constitutional  lawyers  and 
leaders  closely  involved  in  religious 
liberty  cases.  Cases  specifically  involving 
the  United  Methodist  Church— threatened 
removal  of  the  denomination’s  tax-exempt 
status  and  the  Pacific  Homes  litigation 
which  threatened  a  redefinition  of  church 
structure  by  the  civil  courts— were  also 
discussed. 

“We  do  not  discern  a  government 
conspiracy,  nor  are  we  about  to  mount  a 
militant  counter-attack,”  said  Dr. 
Thompson.  The  interfaith  meeting  drew 
a  diverse  group  including  Sikhs, 
Southern  Baptists,  Mormons,  Lutherans, 
Scientologists,  Jews  and  Catholics  to 
“analyze”  a  shared  predicament  —  “the 
inexorable  pressures  of  society  to  confine 
religion  to  the  sanctuary  and  to  worship 
—  the  same  parameters  allowed  religion 
in  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China,”  Dr.  Thompson  said.  ' 

United  Methodist  delegates  decided 


Emergency  actions  required 

Kansas  East  aids  retirement  home 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

TOPEKA  —  Hoping  to  move  fast 
enough  to  avoid  a  Pacific  Homes-type 
quagmire,  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference  is  trying  to  bolster  a 
financially  ailing  retirement  home  here. 

The  conference  probably  is  going  to 
have  to  provide  $2.5  million  over  the  next 
few  years  to  put  United  Methodist  Homes 
Inc.  back  on  solid  financial  footing,  said 
John  Stumbo,  chief  legal  officer  for  the 
conference. 

The  most  urgent  need  is  to  help  United 
Methodist  Homes  put  together  $1.8 
million  to  pay  off  a  construction  loan  that 
is  due  in  September. 

The  non-profit  corporation,  which  has 
a  year-old  facility  that  is  operating  at  a 
$100,000-a-month  deficit,  is  having 
trouble  paying  even  the  interest  on  the 
loan,  conference  officials  told  TM/UMR. 

United  Methodist  Homes  is  a  separate 
legal  entity  created  in  1904  by  the  annual 
conference.  The  conference  continues  to 
elect  the  homes’  board  of  trustees  and 
provide  annual  subsidies.  The 
corporation  owns  two  facilities  —  one 
built  in  1904  that  is  financially  sound  and 
the  new,  multi-service  retirement  center 
which  is  losing  money. 

Conference  votes 

The  annual  conference  gathered  in  special 
session  this  month  to  help  the 
corporation  meet  the  September 
deadline. 

In  one  action,  the  conference  cleared 
the  way  for  the  corporation  to  divert  all 
money  it  had  set  aside  to  fulfill  life-care 
contracts  for  34  residents  at  the  older 
facility. 

Estimates  of  the  amount  set  aside  run 
up  to  $1.1  million. 

The  conference  agreed  to  assume 
liability  for  any  contract  obligations  that 
the  corporation  fails  to  fulfill  in  the 
future.  How  much  that  liability  potential¬ 
ly  could  cost  the  conference  is  unknown, 
officials  said. 


Until  1968,  persons  could  pay  a  lump 
sum  for  life-care  contracts  which  bound 
the  corporation  to  provide  certain 
services  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Since 
the  contract  did  not  specify  how  those 
obligations  would  be  met,  the 
corporation  legally  can  do  what  it  wishes 
with  the  escrow  accounts  it  set  up,  Mr. 
Stumbo  said. 

The  conference  in  special  session  also 
voted  to  take  approximately  $400,000 
from  its  programs  and  other  budget 
items  this  year  to  give  to  the  retirement 
facilities  to  help  meet  the  September 
deadline. 

“We’re  not  going  to  wait  around  and 
have  a  Pacific  Homes  situation  on  our 
hands,”  said  the  Rev.  John  Stoneking, 
pastor  of  Lenexa  United  Methodist 
Church  and  one  of  11  persons  elected  by 
the  conference  to  deal  with  the  financial 
troubles. 

To  date,  United  Methodist  Homes  has 
not  been  hit  with  legal  suits  or  had  to  file 
for  bankruptcy,  two  elements  that 
complicated  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Conference’s  years-long  problems  with 
the  Pacific  Homes  retirement  facilities. 
That  conference  just  recently  reached  a 
tentative  agreement  with  Pacific  Homes 
residents  that  would  provide  for  an  out- 
of-court  settlement  of  $21  million. 

The  new  facility  in  Topeka  is  starved 
for  capital  because  it  isn’t  filling  up  as 
fast  as  expected  and  because  of  sky¬ 
rocketing  interest  rates  and  construction 
costs  during  the  last  two  years,  Mr. 
Stumbo  said. 

“When  the  feasibility  study  was  done 
five  years  ago,  who  could  possibly  fore¬ 
see  a  20  percent  prime  rate,"  he  said. 
The  $1. 8-million,  short-term  loan  was 
pegged  to  float  at  two  percentage  points 
above  prime  rate.  Fortunately,  the  other 
loan  —  a  21-year,  $6.5  million  note  —  is  at 
a  fixed  10  percent,  Mr.  Stoneking  said. 

Because  so  much  of  the  first  phase  of 
construction  covers  one-time  projects 
such  as  streets  and  common  meeting 
areas,  Mr.  Stumbo  said,  the  new  facility 


wasn’t  expected  to  pay  its  own  way  until 
the  second  phase  of  units  started  filling 
up.  But  construction  stopped  after  the 
first  phase  was  completed,  and  only  90  of 
154  units  currently  are  occupied. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  regularly  has  kept 
residents  informed  of  the  status  of  the 
corporation,  Mr.  Stoneking  said.  “I 
would  say  the  morale  (of  residents)  is 
good.”  The  pessimistic  reports  of  the  last 
three  months  haven’t  scared  away  new 
residents,  he  said.  “More  were  brought 
in  during  December  than  in  any  other 
month.” 

No  personal  jeopardy 

“We  can  assure  people  that  (the 
annual  conference)  is  supportive  of  this 
kind  of  ministry  and  that  our  word  is 
good,”  the  Rev.  Ray  Grant  of  Kansas 
City  told  the  annual  conference.  “People 
can  move  into  these  facilities  without 
personal  jeopardy .  ” 

To  tighten  the  conference’s  control 
over  the  corporation,  an  interlocking 
directorate  was  created  at  the  special 
session.  Six  of  the  conference’s  trustees 
now  serve  on  the  11-member  board  of  the 
retirement  homes. 

In  an  unprecedented  action,  the 
conference  created  11  “conference  vice 
president”  positions  for  people  elected  to 
act  in  behalf  of  the  conference  in  seeking 
resolution  to  the  homes’  troubles. 

In  addition,  Bishop  Oliphint  appointed 
a  16-member  special  committee  to  study 
the  conference’s  relationship  with  any 
institution  “related  to,  identified  with  or 
otherwise  accountable  to  the  annual 
conference.” 

The  conference  will  meet  in  another 
special  session  April  4  to  consider 
approval  of  budget  cuts  being  proposed 
by  its  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 


they  want  to  see  the  UMC  better 
“prepared  to  cope  with  these  issues.” 
They  recommended  first  steps  be  to  alert 
church  leaders  and  call  a  convocation  to 
develop  UMC  thinking  on  appropriate 
ways  to  respond. 

While  a  wide  range  of  church-state 
skirmishes  were  discussed,  the  sponsor¬ 
ing  groups  agreed  in  advance  to  not 
include  the  divisive  issues  of  abortion 
and  school  prayer  on  the  agends.  And, 
there  was  no  attempt  to  draft  some  sort 
of  church-state  manifesto.  Each 
religious  group  will  determine  its  own 
response  and  devise  ways  to  maintain 
independence  from  government  regula¬ 
tion  and  influence. 

However,  religious  bodies  were  urged 
to  come  to  each  other’s  defense  because 
"all  are  defenders  of  a  precious 
stronghold  (religious  liberty)  which  has 
a  long  and  ragged  perimeter  —  we  can 
all  be  losers  because  of  the  fault  of  one,” 
Dr.  Thompson  said  in  closing  the  two-day 
meeting. 

Sources  of  problems 

Not  bad  intentions  but  careless,  poorly 
drafted  legislative  language  is  the  source 
of  most  First  Amendment  court  cases, 
several  constitutional  lawyers  agreed. 

William  Bentley  Ball  of  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  said  government  needs  to  be 
restrained  from  this  looseness  in  defining 
the  reach  of  the  public  interest  and 
carelessness  where  religious  interests 
are  involved. 

For  example,  the  controversy  over  the 
Internal  Revenue  Code  section  6033  — 
which  defines  which  exempt  organiza¬ 
tions  have  to  file  annual  financial  reports 
to  the  IRS  —  could  have  been  avoided  if 
Congress  had  found  a  more  precise 
phrase  than  “exclusively  religious 
activities."  The  IRS  interpreted  this  to 
mean  preaching  and  worship,  thereby 
excluding  charitable,  educational  and 
welfare  activities  which  are  religious  in 
nature. 

After  the  IRS  understood  what  the 
churches  were  complaining  about,  it 
clarified  its  position. 

But  the  regulatory  requirements  such 
as  this,  which  go  beyond  legislative 
meaning,  and  the  litigation  that  results 
are  costly  to  churches  in  both  dollars  and 
in  membership,  Mr.  Ball  said. 

Another  source  of  difficulty  is  envy  of 
religious  groups  by  others  in  society  who 
feel  religion  has  a  special  immunity  and 
should  be  clamped  down  on,  said  Dr. 
Laurence  Tribe,  a  professor  of  constitu¬ 
tional  law  at  Harvard  University. 

That  view  is  totally  false,  he  said. 
Other  groups  have  similar  immunities  — 
the  press,  Indian  tribes,  the  family, 
political  parties.  And,  he  added,  tax 
exempt  status  is  not  unique  to  religion 
either. 

Some  people  also  believe  that  tax  ex¬ 
emptions  constitute  a  subsidy  to  religion. 
This  view  has  been  denied  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  where  it  stated  (the 
government)  “simply  abstains  from 
demanding  that  the  church  support  the 
state.”  (Walz  V.  Tax  Commission,  1970). 

Sometimes,  however,  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights  clash  with  other  rights  —  a 
problem  much  in  evidence  here  as  it 
related  to  racial  equality  and  the  14th 
Amendment,  as  well  as  sex  discrimination. 

This  clash  at  present  is  resulting  in  the 
government’s  withdrawal  of  tax 
exemption  from  private  schools  charged 
with  racial  discrimination  and  to  Bob 
Jones  University  because  it  forbids 
interracial  dating  on  religious  grounds. 
The  Internal  Revenue  Service  bases  its 
withdrawal  of  the  exemption  on  failure  to 
conform  to  “public  policy." 

Stanley  Weithorn,  a  New  York  attor¬ 
ney,  said  the  woods  will  be  full  of  guns 
out  for  religious  organizations  if  the  IRS 
is  allowed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  what  is 
"public  policy.” 

The  United  Methodist  delegation  ex- 


UM  agency  pushes  Dow 
to  hold  Agent  Orange 


Coalition  begins  study 
of  television  evangelism 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  missions  agency  is  among  12 
religious  groups  using  shareholder 
action  to  persuade  the  Dow  Chemical  Co. 
to  appoint  a  review  committee  to 
investigate  the  health  effects  of  the 
controversial  herbicide  2,4,5-T,  a 
component  of  Agent  Orange. 

In  addition,  Dow  is  asked  to  put  a 
moratorium  on  international  production 
of  2,4,5-T,  Silvex  and  their  derivatives 
until  the  review  committee’s  report  is 
published. 

The  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM),  which  holds 


Protestant  denominations,  seven  Roman 
Catholic  orders  and  one  Catholic  diocese 
in  the  shareholder  resolution.  It  will 
come  up  for  a  vote  at  the  company’s  1981 
annual  meeting.  Total  shares  held  by  the 
12  groups  is  98,267,  worth  more  than  $3.2 
million. 

“In  dollar  amounts  this  is  one  of  the 
largest  corporate  responsibility 
resolutions  ever  sponsored  by  religious 
investors,”  said  Robert  Morris, 
spokesperson  for  the  New  York-based 
Interfaith  Center  for  Corporate  Respon¬ 
sibility,  through  which  religious  groups 
are  coordinating  their  efforts. 

The  herbicide  2,4,5-T  was  a  key 
ingredient  of  the  defoliant  Agent  Orange, 
used  during  the  Vietnam  War. 
Thousands  of  U.S.  veterans  have 
charged  that  Agent  Organge  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  a  variety  of  physical  problems 
from  which  they  have  suffered. 


A  refreshing 
option 
to  the 
electronic 
church 


Kimball  Boyd  Coburn's 
EVANGELISM  IN  THE 
PROPHETIC  SPIRIT 

Kimball  Boyd  Coburn  Ministry 
1257  N.  Harvard  =2 
Claremont.  Calif  91711 

Pac.  StSW  Con/.  D.  Min.  STC 


NEW  YORK  —  An  ad-hoc  coalition 
ranging  from  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  announced  plans  for  a 
major  research  project  on  the  impact  of 
televised  evangelism,  known  in  the 
religious  world  as  “the  electronic 
church.” 

The  announcement  came  at  a  meeting 
of  the  NCC  Communication  Commission, 
which  initiated  the  discussions  leading  to 
the  effort,  according  to  an  NCC  news 
release. 

Communication  Commission  head 
William  Fore  said  16  institutions  are  re¬ 
presented  on  the  ad-hoc  committee  back¬ 
ing  the  project,  from  such  cornerstones 
of  the  electronic  church  as  Pat 
Robertson's  CBN  University  and  Jim 
Bakker’s  Heritage  School  of  Evangelism 
and  Communication  to  more  traditional 
bodies  such  as  the  U.S.  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference,  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
the  American  Lutheran  Church. 

“This  could  very  well  be  the  most 
significant  research  —  if  not  in  religion, 
certainly  in  religious  communications— 
in  the  last  20  years,"  Mr.  Fore  told  the 
Communication  Commission.  “I  think 
it’s  going  to  give  all  of  us,  in  both  the 
fundamentalist  and  the  mainline  church 
groups,  some  real  benchmarks  on  which 
to  base  our  future  course  and  direction  in 
the  next  10  years. 

“One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of 
this  project,"  Mr.  Fore  added,  “is  the 
fact  that  it  represents  one  of  the  few 
significant  points  of  contact  between 
mainline  and  independent  church  groups 
in  America  today  .  ” 

A  billion-dollar-a-year  business 
dominated  by  superstars  such  as  the 


Rev.  Pat  Robertson,  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Falwell  and  the  Rev.  Oral  Roberts,  the 
electronic  church  emerged  as  a  major 
worry  among  many  persons  in  mainline 
denominations  during  the  1970s. 

Some  mainline  officials  argued  that 
religion  on  television  would  hurt  religion 
in  church,  keeping  Christians  out  of  the 
pews.  Others  criticized  the  message 
delivered  by  most  television  preachers 
as  simplistic,  commercialized  and  con¬ 
servative.  And  all  the  while,  debate 
flourished  about  whether  the  mainline 
churches  should  join  the  fray  and  buy 
their  own  air  time. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  at 
General  Conference  last  April,  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  approving  a  $25 
million  campaign  to  launch  a  national 
“television  presence  and  ministry”  pro¬ 
gram.  The  campaign  calls  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  television  programming 
and  the  purchase  and  operation  of  a 
“high  quality"  commercial  TV  station  to 
provide  a  steady  income. 

Another  example  of  United  Methodist 
involvement  over  the  airwaves  is  a 
recent  campaign  in  the  Missouri-Kansas 
metropolitan  area.  Sponsored  by  the 
Kansas  East  and  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conferences,  the  TV  spots  tell  viewers 
local  UM  churches  are  available  to  help 
them.  The  UM  Southeastern  jurisdiction, 
Western  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and 
two  Indiana  conferences  have  had 
similar  TV  campaigns. 

The  basic  question  to  be  examined  in 
the  NCC  electronic  church  study,  as  de¬ 
fined  by  the  ad-hoc  committee,  is  how  the 
electronic  church  affects  people’s  re¬ 
ligious  lives,  including  their  involvement 
with  their  local  church  and  community. 


pressed  its  concern  to  the  conference 
that  the  needed  focus  on  government 
intervention  “not  blur  the  equally  needed 
focus  on  justice  —  the  elimination  of 
racism,  sexism  and  other  human 
oppression  in  religious  agencies  and 
institutions.” 

“There  is  a  fundamental  conflict  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights,”  said  the  Rev  James 
Bristah  of  Detroit,  Mich.  “We  don’t  have 
to  concur  with  others’  beliefs,  but  we 
should  defend  their  right  to  hold  them." 

“Making  tax  exemption  conditional 
upon  conformity  to  ‘public  policy’  is  an 
ominous  course,”  said  the  Rev.  Dean 
Kelley,  a  United  Methodist  expert  on 
church-state  affairs  who  serves  on  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  staff. 

“Religious  bodies  cannot  afford  to 
allow  tax  exemption  to  be  used  as  a 
carrot  to  cajole  or  a  stick  to  coerce  them 
into  behavior  deemed  acceptable  by  the 
incumbents  of  government  office  at  a 
given  moment,”  he  said. 

United  Methodists  were  chided  here  by 
Dr.  Thompson  for  “acquiescence”  to  the 
Internal  Revenue’s  insistence  that  the 
church’s  general  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  could  not  extend  the  benefit  of  its 
tax  exemption  to  coalitions  that  it  did  not 
fully  control. 

Alleging  political  pressure  from  the 
gun  lobby,  UM  attorney  John  Stumbo  — 
who  was  a  member  of  the  board  during 
the  1977  IRS  audit  —  told  the  conference 


that  the  agency  put  the  two  coalitions  under 
a  separate  exemption  so  as  not  to  threaten 
the  denomination’s  tax  exempt  status. 

(The  two  coalitions  are  the  Coalition  to 
Ban  Handguns  and  the  Coalition  for  a 
New  Foreign  and  Military  Policy. ) 

Mr.  Stumbo  said  holding  tax  exempt 
status  is  invalid  if  it  results  in  the 
silencing  of  dissent  and  the  inability  of 
religious  bodies  to  carry  out  their 
mission  and  ministry  in  political  and 
social  fields.  He  said  the  tax  privilege 
may  have  to  be  abrogated  as  a  last 
resort. 

Courses  of  action 

Dr.  Thompson  said  a  somewhat  simi¬ 
lar  threat  to  religious  liberty  has  been 
posed  in  the  suit  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  for  its  alleged  political 
activities  in  opposition  to  abortion.  The 
suit  was  brought  by  Abortion  Rights 
Mobilization,  Inc. 

In  the  case  of  religion,  for  government 
even  to  try  to  ‘help’  is  to  hinder  and 
distort,  said  Martin  Braiterman  and 
Dean  Kelley,  who  co-authored  suggested 
criteria  for  legitimate  government 
intervention. 

As  a  rule  of  thumb,  they  said,  if 
religious  bodies  show  by  “prevalent 
misbehavior  that  they  need  more  careful 
regulating,  the  burden  of  proof  that  this 
is  in  the  public  interest  should  be  on  those 
proposing  the  regulation,  not  upon 
religious  bodies  to  resist  it.” 


Government  trespass 
\ pattern 9  emerges 


WASHINGTON  —  The  actions  of  state 
and  federal  government  agencies  which 
many  religious  and  constitutional  law 
experts  see  as  a  troubling  “pattern”  of 
intrusion  on  religious  liberty  are  as 
follows. 

(1)  Efforts  to  regulate  fund-raising 
solicitations  by  religious  bodies ; 

(2)  Efforts  to  require  religious  groups 
to  register  with  and  report  to 
government  officials  if  they  engage  in 
any  efforts  to  influence  legislation  (so- 
called  “lobbying disclosure”  laws) ; 

(3)  Efforts  by  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  to  supervise  elections 
for  labor  representation  by  lay  teachers 
in  Roman  Catholic  parochial  schools 
(which  have  since  been  halted  by  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court) ; 

(4)  Internal  Revenue  Service’s  defini¬ 
tion  of  “integrated  auxiliaries”  that 
tends  to  separate  church-related  colleges 
and  hospitals  from  the  churches  that 
sponsor  them , 

(5)  State  departments  of  education’s 
attempts  to  regulate  the  curriculum 
content  and  teachers’  qualifications  in 
Christian  schools  ( which  have  since  been 
halted  by  state  courts  in  Ohio,  Vermont 
and  Kentucky); 

(6)  Attempts  by  federal  and  state 
departments  of  labor  to  collect  unem¬ 
ployment  compensation  taxes  from 
church-related  agencies  that  hitherto 
were  exempt  as  churches  are ; 

(7)  Imposition  of  requirements  of 
coeducational  sports,  hygiene  instruc¬ 
tion,  dormitory  and  off-campus  resi¬ 
dence  admissions  on  church-related  col¬ 
leges  (such  as  Brigham  Young 
University)  which  had  religious 
objections  to  mingling  of  the  sexes  in 
such  ways; 

(8)  Efforts  by  several  federal  agencies 
to  require  church-related  agencies  and 
institutions,  including  theological 


seminaries,  to  report  their  employment 
and  admissions  statistics  by  race,  sex 
and  religion,  even  though  they  received 
no  government  funds,  with  threats  to  cut 
off  such  funds  to  those  that  did  receive 
them  unless  they  hired  faculty,  for 
instance,  from  other  religious  adheren- 
ces; 

(9)  Sampling  surveys  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  of  churches  and  church 
agencies,  requiring  them  to  submit 
voluminous  reports,  though  the  bureau 
admitted  it  had  no  authority  to  do  so ; 

(10)  Grand  jury  interrogation  of 
church  workers  about  internal  affairs  of 
churches ; 

(11)  Use  by  intelligence  agencies  of 
clergy  as  informants; 

(12)  Subpoenas  of  ecclesiastical 
records  by  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in 
civil  and  criminal  suits ; 

(13)  Placing  of  a  church  in  receiver¬ 
ship  because  of  allegations  by  dissident 
members; 

( 14)  Granting  by  courts  of  conservator- 
ship  orders  to  parents  to  obtain  physical 
custody  of  (adult)  children  from 
unpopular  religious  movements  for 
purposes  of  forcing  them  to  abandon 
their  adherence  thereto ; 

(15)  Withdrawal  of  tax  exemption  from 
various  religious  groups  for  failure  to 
comply  with  “public  policy” ; 

(16)  Determination  by  IRS  of  what  is 
“religious  ministry”  by  clergy  to  qualify 
for  exclusion  of  cash  housing  allowance 
from  taxable  income  (often  in 
contradiction  to  the  religious  body’s 
definition  of  “ministry"); 

(17)  Redefinition  by  the  courts  of 
ecclesiastical  polity,  so  that  hierarchical 
bodies  are  in  effect  rendered 
congregational  in  polity;  and  dispersed 
“connectional”  bodies  are  deemed  to  be 
hierarchical,  contrary  to  their  own  self¬ 
definition. 


|  People  in  the  news . . . 


I 


When  the  Rev.  Thomas  Harper  of 
the  Southern  Illinois  conference 
celebrated  his  99th  birthday,  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
which  he  received  from  Golden  State 
University  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  was  a 
family  affair. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Harper  presented  the 
award  in  his  role  as  proud  son  and 
chancellor  of  the  California 
university. 

“A  robe  and  a  cap  and  a  hood  don’t 
make  a  preacher  out  of  you,"  the 
elder  Dr.  Harper  said.  “You’ve  got  to 
have  the  chance  to  serve  Him  and 
praise  Him.” 

His  uniqueness,  cited  in  the 
statement  from  Golden  State, 
includes  his  age,  66  years  of 
marriage,  36  year  ministry,  that  he  is 
the  oldest  living  alumnus  of 
McKendree  College  and  that  all  three 
of  his  children  hold  Ph.D.  ’s. 


Left  to  right:  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Harper, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Harper.  Dr.  Kenneth 
Harper  I 
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Simply 
Delightful! 

A  colorful  “love  your  neighbor" 
cookbook  for  kids  7-70. 

"I  heartily  recommend 
Loaves  and  Fishes  as  a 

cookbook  for  grandparents, 
parents,  and  teachers  to  use 
with  their  children— to  share 
the  experience  of  preparing 
and  consuming  food  wisely 
and  to  work  together  in  a  fun 
and  creative  way  "—United 
Methodist  Reporter 
Ringbound.  $5  95 
At  your  local  bookstore 
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Now  the  Lord  is  the  Spirit,  and  where  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  Is.  there  is  freedom.  2C«  317 
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HUMAN  RELATIONS  DAY 
MARCH  1,1981 

Conveying  a  message  of  love  and  freedom  for 
all  people.  United  Methodists,  by  their  Human 
Relations  Day  gifts,  dare  to  respond  through 
three  special  programs 

UNITED  METHODIST  VOLUNTARY 
SERVICES 

COMMUNITY  DEVELOPERS 
POLICE-  COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS 

Order  Human  Relations  Day 
materials  today  from 
United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St  , 

Evanston.  IL  60201 
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Rural  America  notes  religion’s  role 


f 


the  church  today 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  work  to  do  in  rural 
America,  and  it  may  be  helped  by  its 
involvement  in  the  ecumenical  Religion 
and  Rural  Life  Council,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Earl  Brewer. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
supporting  the  council,  is  attempting  to 
further  the  denomination’s  purpose  of 
dealing  with  the  conditions  of  the  rural 
poor,”  said  Dr.  Brewer,  chairman  of  the 
UMC’s  Town  and  Country  Ministry 
national  network. 

The  goals  the  denomination  shares 


with  the  Religion  and  Rural  Life  Council 
include  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  rural 
poor,  strengthening  small  country 
congregations  and  helping  poor  persons 
in  non-urban  areas  to  improve  their 
living  conditions. 

Dr.  Brewer  is  the  outgoing  chairperson 
of  the  Religion  and  Rural  Life  Council,  a 
part  of  Rural  America,  a  national  non¬ 
profit  membership  organization  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  issues  affecting  persons 
living  in  non-urban  areas. 

United  Methodist  support  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  council  became  monetary 
here  last  week  when  Gladys  Campbell 
pledged  $1,000  from  Town  and  Country 


Pacific-Rim  nations  open 
to  more  U.S.  college  contact 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  Collegiate 
classrooms  in  three  Asian  countries  are 
feeling  the  rising  influence  of  American 
education,  and  student-faculty  exchanges 
between  stateside  United  Methodist  insti¬ 
tutions  and  their  foreign  counterparts 
may  lie  ahead. 

The  recommendation  for  such  an 
exchange  program  between  U.S. 
institutions  and  schools  in  Korea,  Japan 
and  the  People’s  Republic  of  China  came 
here  last  week  during  the  formal  report 
of  a  delegation  which  included  13 
academicians  from  seven  UM  schools. 

These  participants  in  the  Pacific-Rim 
Higher  Education  Seminar  last  year 
toured  their  counterpart  institutions  in 
the  three  Asian  countries. 

“In  China,  they  are  turning  away  from 
Russian  to  English  as  the  major 
language  to  be  concerned  with,’’ 
reported  Dr.  Melvin  A.  Eggers, 
chancellor  of  Syracuse  University  in 
New  York  who  made  the  trip. 

He  spoke  at  the  annual  meeting  of  one 
of  the  tour’s  sponsors,  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  the 
UMC.  The  general  UM  Board  of  Higher 
Education  co-sponsored  the  seminary 
tour. 

Received  favorably  in  China,  the 
Americans  were  even  more 
enthusiastically  welcomed  in  Korea. 

“There  is  a  hunger  for  association  with 
the  United  States  which  is  greater  in 
Korea  than  in  China  and  Japan,” 
Dr.  Eggers  said,  with  “opportunity  for 
exchange  in  whatever  depth  we  might 
prefer.” 

Representatives  at  some  Japanese 
institutions,  however,  displayed 
reservations  about  too  much  American 
influence  in  Asian  higher  education.  Dr 
Eggers  said. 

“The  Japanese  were  almost  chauvin¬ 
istic  about  their  system.  They  feel  the 
graduates  of  their  high  schools  graduate 
with  better  training  than  that  received  in 
American  schools,”  Dr.  Eggers  said, 
explaining  why  educators  there  prefer  to 


limit  any  proposed  American-Japanese  stu¬ 
dent  exchanges  to  graduate  level  students. 

Describing  the  emphasis  in  China  on 
teaching  English  as  a  second  language, 
Dr.  Eggers  said  he  interprets  this  as  a 
sign  of  “turning  away  from  the  Soviet 
Union  and  toward  the  United  States.” 

Another  change  in  China  is  moving 
away  from  an  emphasis  of  “teaching  to 
do”  and  toward  “teaching  to  think,” 
according  to  the  official  report  of  the  trip 
written  by  Dr.  Ken  Yamada,  a  UM 
Division  of  Higher  Education  staff 
member  who  accompanied  the  group. 

He  wrote  that  such  changes  in 
approach  suggested  the  presence  of 
intellectual  freedom  in  the  academic 
community  where  faculty  could  feel  “a 
new  sense  of  dignity  as  scholars.” 

Moving  from  the  Soviet  model  of  highly 
specialized  universities  to  the  U.S.  model 
of  comprehensive  universities  is  among 
the  “signs  of  reformation”  evident  in 
Chinese  higher  education,  Dr.  Yamada 
wrote. 

“The  educational  system  in  China  is 
undergoing  a  continuous  change,”  Dr. 
Eggers  said,  with  the  current  spirit  one 
of  “an  emerging  institution.  They  are 
making  a  strenuous  effort  to  accomplish 
something.” 

The  recommendations  arising  from  the 
seminar  tour  first  made  public  at  the 
national  meeting  last  week,  included  pro¬ 
visions  for  Pacific  region  institutions  to 
join  their  American  counterparts  as 
“associates  or  partner  institutions.” 

The  national  association  approved  all 
of  the  recommendations  in  the  Pacific- 
Rim  report  which  included  a  provision 
for  negotiating  plans  by  which  UM 
faculty  may  teach  and  study  abroad. 

"It  might  be  possible  to  have  a  center 
where  our  students  and  faculty  could 
come  with  their  Asian  counterparts  to 
gain  a  perspective  of  the  Far  East,”  Dr. 
Eggers  suggested. 

The  national  association  will  work  with 
the  group  for  United  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies  and  the  general  UM  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  to  seek  funding 
for  Pacific-Rim  programs. 


El  Salvador  military  aid  decried 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  plea  to  “end 
all  forms  of  U.S.  military  aid  and 
presence  in  El  Salvador”  and  to  “let  the 
people  of  El  Salvador  decide”  their 
future  is  contained  in  a  full-page  adver¬ 
tisement  in  the  New  York  Times  this 
month. 

“The  recent  decision  to  restore  and 
increase  U.S.  military  aid  to  El  Salvador 
is  a  dangerous  step  toward  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  U.S.  in  the  endless  morass  of 
another  Vietnam,”  the  ad  stated  in  bold  type. 

A  clarification 

A  story  in  last  week’s  TM/UMR  about 
the  concern  among  administrators  at 
United  Methodist  schools  about  potential 
cuts  in  federal  student  aid  programs 
incorrectly  implied  that  the  main  fear 
expressed  at  a  national  meeting  of 
educators  was  that  middle  class  students 
would  be  squeezed  out.  Actually,  the 
primary  concern  voiced  at  the  meeting 
was  that  students  from  lower  income 
families  would  be  driven  away  from  the 
schools. 


Ministries  in  response  to  the  council’s 
earlier  request  for  support  from  denom¬ 
inations  represented  among  its  members 

Ms.  Campbell,  who  serves  with  Dr. 
Brewer  on  the  council  steering  commit¬ 
tee,  of  the  Town  and  Country  Ministries 
of  the  National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
mission  agency. 

“You  don’t  have  to  be  around  this 
organization  long  to  know  that  all  of  the 
worst  aspects  of  the  urban  poor  exist  for 
the  rural  poor,”  Dr.  Brewer  said. 

One  difference,  however,  he  said,  is 
that  the  rural  poor  often  have  fewer  gov¬ 
ernmental  agencies  to  turn  to  for  help. 

“Rural  areas  have  a  higher  portion  of 
the  elderly  population  —  but  fewer  ser¬ 
vices,”  he  said.  The  ecumenical  council 
“is  trying  to  do  something  about  this.” 

The  Religion  and  Rural  Life  Council, 
organized  in  1977,  two  years  after  Rural 
America  was  formed,  significantly  in¬ 
creased  its  influence  within  the  larger 
group  last  week  at  the  Fifth  National  Con¬ 
ference  on  Rural  America. 

For  the  first  time,  the  council  succeed¬ 
ed  in  placing  a  statement  in  the  Rural 
America  policy  statement  confirming 
that  religious  institutions  play  a  helping 
role  in  non-urban  communities. 

“I  think  this  means  we  are  moving 
toward  the  inside  of  the  organization," 
Dr.  Brewer  said. 

Rural  America  is  “a  highly  secularized 
organization,  and  there  had  been  a  real 
question  about  the  place  of  religious  lead¬ 
ers  and  churches  in  it.  Getting  this  state¬ 
ment  in  the  platform  improves  (our)  sit¬ 
uation,”  he  added. 


Birmingham  church’s  growth 
includes  150  confessions 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  -  Frazer  Me¬ 
morial  Church  here  added  524  members 
in  1980. 

The  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison,  senior 
minister  of  the  2,500-member  church, 
was  quoted  in  the  United  Methodist 
Christian  Advocate  as  saying  that 
approximately  150  of  the  new  members 
came  on  confessions  of  faith. 

The  church’s  growth  is  attributed  to 
the  outstanding  witness  to  people  in 
many  ways  by  the  lay  persons  of  the 
church,  he  said. 

The  Christian  Advocate  is  the  edition  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  for  the 
Alabama-West  Florida  and  North  Ala¬ 
bama  Annual  Conferences. 

Western  church  image  of 
’naked’  African  assailed 

ACCRA,  Ghana  (RNS)  —  European 
churches  have  been  urged  to  stop  dis¬ 
playing  pictures  of  naked  Africans  in 
campaigns  for  African  relief  funds. 

The  appeal  came  in  a  report  issued 
here  by  a  16-member  delegation  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ghana,  following 
a  recent  tour  of  Europe. 

The  group  accused  foreign  church 
workers  of  sending  out  “one  sided" 
stories  and  nude  pictures  from  Ghana  to 
show  “how  backward  and  helpless” 
many  Ghanians  were. 

“Pictures  of  ghastly  emaciated  chil- 


United  Methodist  signatories  included 
Bishop  Marjorie  S.  Matthews  of  the 
Wisconsin  Area;  U.S.  Representative 
Robert  Edgar  (D.-Pa.) ;  the  Rev.  Joseph 
E.  Lowery,  president,  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference;  the  Rev.  John 
Collins,  co-director,  Clergy  and  Laity 
Concerned,  and  Mia  Adjali,  Women’s 
Division  staffer  at  the  United  Methodist 
Office  for  the  United  Nations. 

They  were  among  226  persons 
endorsing  the  ad  placed  bv  the  U.S. 
Committee  in  Solidarity  with  the  People 
of  El  Salvador  based  in  Washington. 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  El  Sal¬ 
vador’s  population  is  fighting  to  cast  off 
almost  50  years  of  military  dictatorship, 
said  the  ad.  “All  of  the  major  opposition 
political  parties,  trade  union  federations, 
professional  and  small  business 
associations,  the  Catholic  Church, 
peasant  and  student  organizations  and 
the  country’s  two  principal  universities 
are  united  in  their  determination  that, 
for  the  first  time,  they  can  bring 
democracy  and  justice  to  their  land,” 
said  the  statement. 


This  "little  red  schoolhouse"  for  children 
this  bright  yellow  frame  house. 

UMC  pastor 
starts  alternate 
grade  school 

By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

JOHNSON  CITY,  NY  -  Restraints 
built  into  the  system  prevent  public 
schools  from  providing  an  atmosphere  in 
which  children  can  freely  grow  in  the 
direction  and  way  that  God  intended,  the 
Rev.  Judith  Siebold  claims. 

For  this  reason,  and  a  few  more,  she  is 
making  an  all  out  effort  to  open  the 
Christian  Alternative  School  here  next 
fall  for  pre-school  through  fifth  grade,  she 
told  TM/UMR. 

“This  is  not  being  done  in  criticism  of 
the  public  school  system,"  explained  Ms. 
Siebold,  pastor  of  the  200-member 
Westover  UMC  here.  “They  do  what  they 
must  to  do  the  job  they  have  been  given. 
But,  we  are  hoping  for  something  better. 
Part  of  what  we  want  is  more  Christian 
education  for  children.  But  we  also  have 
a  primary  concern  about  the  total 
atmosphere  for  learning.” 

Ms.  Siebold  told  “The  Spark,"  the  Wyo¬ 
ming  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR, 
that  in  many  cases  public  school  educa¬ 
tion  “serves  as  crowd  control,  lacking  in 
Christian  values."  In  addition  to  that,  she 
said,  “I  am  not  pleased  with  the  time  given 
Christian  education”  by  the  church. 

Children  attending  Christian 
Alternative  School  will  receive  two  and  a 
half  to  three  and  a  half  hours  of  direct 
Christian  education  each  week. 
However,  Ms.  Siebold  said,  an  additional 
objective  is  to  have  a  full  educational 
program  within  an  open  classroom  —  a 


of  the  Christian  Alternative  School  will  be 

WYOMING  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


Students  call  for  better  seminary  ethnic  emphasis 


By  BONITA  DAVIS, 

Staff  Writer 

DURHAM,  N.C.— Student  representatives 
of  United  Methodist-related  seminaries 
recommended  here  that  each  seminary 
require  its  students  to  take  one  survey 
course  on  ethnic  minorities  and  their 
ministry. 


TWO  GREAT  TOURS  — 
WORLD  LEADER 

CHINA:  21  days.  Dep.  Apr.  30  H.K., 
Peking,  Hangchow,  Loyang,  Nanking, 
Shanghai,  Sian,  Canton. 

ROUND  THE  WORLD:  21  days  Dep. 
Aug.  3rd.  Stockholm,  Paris,  Delhi, 
Agra,  Bangkok,  H.K.,  Canton 
(mainland  China),  Taiwan,  Tokyo. 
Brochure:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer.  641 
Pomona  Ave.,  Coronado.  CA  92118 
(714)  435  5691 .  435-8747,  eve. 


The  suggestion  was  one  of  several  to 
come  out  of  the  fifth  annual  UM 
Seminarian  Conference  that  addressed 
the  question  of  how  the  schools  could  do  a 
better  job  of  preparing  students  to  help 
ethnic  minority  local  churches. 

The  representatives,  chosen  by  their 
peers,  also  recommended  that: 

•  seminary  professors  be  encouraged 
to  integrate  ethnic  minorities  in  their 
courses; 

•  all  seminaries  be  requested  to  hire 
more  ethnic  minorities  in  fulltime 
administrative  and  faculty  positions ; 

•  each  seminary  have  a  liaison  person 
to  guide  Native  Americans  throughout 
their  seminary  studies  to  minimize  failure. 

The  Divinity  School  of  Duke  University 
hosted  the  conference  which  also  focused 
on  issues  relating  to  the  Third  World  and 
women  in  ministry.  The  36  participants 
in  the  conference  (3  from  each  school). 


YOUTH  MINISTRY  RESOURCES 

Developed  by  United  Methodist  minis 
ter  Steve  Clapp 

Teenage  Sexuality:  Results  o(  a 
survey  of  511  youth  Bible  study  and 
program  recommendations. 

Youth  Workers  Handbook:  Evan 
gelism.  fund-raising,  retreats,  music, 
recreation,  Bible  study,  and  more 

Repairing  Christian  Lifestyles:  A 
study  book  and  action  manual  to  im 
prove  spiritual  life,  health,  and  concern 
^  for  a  hungry  world 

For  further  information,  write  or 
send  this  coupon  to 

C-4  Resources 

P  O  Box  27 

Sidell.  Illinois  61876 

Name - 

Street - - — — 

City 

State - Zip 

reflected  the  diversity  in  the  schools  with 
9  blacks,  17  women,  one  Native 
American,  one  Hispanic  and  one  Asian- 
American. 

"Since  1844  through  1980,  every  General 
Conference  had  on  the  agenda  the 
question  of  what  to  do  about  ethnic 
minorities  in  the  church,”  said  Dr. 
Joseph  Bethea,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Rockingham  District  in  North 
Carolina. 

In  the  past,  he  explained,  the  clear  aim 
of  ethnic  minorities  was  to  be 
assimilated  into  the  majority  culture  of 
the  church.  “Although  this  aim  has  been 
rejected  now,  ethnic  minorities  still  have 
been  working  on  how  to  lose  their  identity 
and  be  accepted  by  the  majority,”  he 
said. 

He  believes  that  stance  divorces  ethnic 
minorities  from  the  masses  of  people  in 
their  ethnic  communities  and  hinders 
them  from  heeding  the  call  of  Christ  in 
their  communities. 

"I’m  suggesting  that  the  ethnic 
minorities  should  get  together  and  make , 
their  needs  known  to  all  facets  of  the 
church,”  Dr.  Bethea  said.  “The 
dominant  group  should  be  supportive  of 
these  efforts  by  encouraging  them  and 
accepting  the  authenticity  of  the  ethnic 
minority  church  experience.  ” 

In  another  plenary  session  the  delegates 
drafted  a  statement  showing  their 
support  for  the  ERA  and  urging  the 
governor  of  North  Carolina  to  seek 
ratification  of  it  in  his  state. 


Ms.  Siebold 

concept  also  available  in  some  public 
schools  across  the  country— while  maintain¬ 
ing  a  deliberate  Christian  influence. 

Children  will  be  allowed  to  develop  at 
their  own  individual  rates.  While 
“basics”  will  be  standard  fare,  any  child 
wanting  to  pursue  additional  interests 
will  be  encouraged  to  do  so. 

Ms.  Siebold,  the  mother  of  two 
daughters,  age  two  and  seven,  said  the 
school  is  not  a  project  of  her  church  and 
will  not  even  meet  in  the  church’s  building. 

“This  is  a  separate  undertaking  of  my 
own,”  she  said.  “But  I  do  have  the 
approval  of  my  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  and  my  district  superinten¬ 
dent.  My  obligation  to  my  congregation  has 
not  changed.  But,  I  feel  strongly  this  (the 
school)  is  something  God  wants  me  to  do.” 

The  school,  which  will  accommodate  45 
students,  will  open  in  a  bright  yellow  frame 
house  with  seven  rooms,  including  a 
kitchen  which  will  be  used  as  a  “learning 
lab.”  The  house  has  two  bathrooms,  a 
garage  which  will  be  used  as  a  gym,  and 
a  basement  that  will  be  utilized  for  arts, 
crafts,  a  model  train  layout  and  a 
photographic  dark  room. 

The  cost  to  each  student  to  attend 
Christian  Alternative  School  will  be 
$1,500  a  year.  Ms.  Siebold  said  some 
provisions  will  be  made  to  provide 
partial  scholarships  for  low  and  middle 
income  families. 

The  staff-faculty  for  the  school  will 
include  a  preschool  teacher,  a  teacher’s 
aide,  an  early  elementary  teacher,  an 
older  elementary  teacher,  a  director  and 
office  manager.  Only  the  older 
elementary  teacher  is  yet  to  be  hired  for 
the  faculty.  Ms.  Siebold  said  she  also  has 
the  commitment  of  an  all  around  handy 
man  and  aid  —  her  husband,  E.  Allan, 
who  is  also  a  pastor  in  the  Wyoming  Con¬ 
ference  and  serves  a  two-station  charge. 

Ms.  Siebold,  who  will  serve  as  the 
director  of  Christian  Alternative  School, 
said  the  primary  task  at  present  is  secur¬ 
ing  equipment,  establishing  facility  stan¬ 
dards  and  doing  all  the  other  things 
necessary  to  be  approved  for  certification 
as  a  school  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

“We  are  open  to  anyone  who  can  ac¬ 
cept  our  open  classroom  concept  and  the 
Christian  emphasis.  And,  we  want  our 
basis  quality  of  education  to  be  on  a  par 
with  the  state  standard— or  better, "she 
said. 

Ms.  Siebold  says  she  does  have  some  back¬ 
ground  in  elementary  education.  She  served 
as  the  Protestant  chaplain  at  a  school  for 
boys,  where  she  also  did  some  teaching. 

In  addition  to  her  undergraduate 
degree  and  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
she  has  done  some  additional  study  in  ele¬ 
mentary  education.  She  is  also  the  author  of 
several  articles  and  curriculum  materi¬ 
als  published  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  She  will  write  some  of 
the  curriculum  for  the  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  school. 


dren  and  disease-ridden  people  living  in 
ramshackle  huts  do  not  reflect  the  true 
picture  of  life  in  Ghana,”  the  group  said 

Some  Chinese  visitors  would 
welcome  invitation  to  homes 

STONY  POINT,  N.Y.  (UMNS)  -  More 
than  5,000  Chinese  scholars  and  students 
are  in  the  U.S.  studying  at  American 
colleges  and  universities,  says  Richard 
Bush  of  the  Asia  Society’s  China  Council. 

The  largest  number  of  Chinese  are 
working  in  the  fields  of  science  and 
engineering.  The  majority  are  mature 
adults,  far  older  than  the  average  U.S. 
college  student. 

At  least  some  of  the  Chinese  would 
welcome  invitations  to  Christian  homes 
or  other  expressions  of  hospitality, 
according  to  several  experts  on 
Chinese/ American  exchanges  who  met 
here  last  month  in  the  second  United 
Methodist  China  Consultation. 

Seventy  churches  now  are  open  in  the 
People’s  Republic,  reported  the  Rev. 
Ewing  (“Bud”)  Carroll  Jr.,  staff  of  the 
UMC’s  China  Liaison  Office  in  Hong 
Kong.  At  the  Pure  Heart  Church  in 
Shanghai,  which  was  formerly  Presby¬ 
terian,  people  bring  stools  and  sit  in  the 
aisles  to  augment  the  800  seats  available 
in  the  sanctuary.  During  a  visit  last  year 
he  said  he  witnessed  the  baptism  of  11 
Chinese. 

The  YWCA  of  China  reopened  Dec.  6, 
Mr.  Carroll  said  he  learned  from  the 
head  of  the  National  YWCA  of  Japan. 

Sierra  Leone  members  to  rejoin 
U.S.-based  UMC 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The 
autonomous  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Sierra  Leone  will  hold  a  general 
conference  Feb.  24-25  in  Freetown  to 


complete  arrangements  to  reunite  with 
the  U.S. -based  United  Methodist  Church. 

At  the  forthcoming  meeting,  the  32,000- 
member  Sierra  Leone  church  is  expected 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  create  the 
West  Africa  Central  Conference  together 
with  the  Liberia  Central  Conference. 

Permission  for  the  action  was  granted 
by  the  1980  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  held  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  last  April. 

Benjamin  A.  Carew,  former  leader  of 
the  Sierra  Leone  church  and  now  bishop 
emeritus,  subsequently  protested  the 
action  to  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols, 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
Noting  his  "ardent  desire”  that  all 
churches  in  Africa  become  autonomous, 
former  Bishop  Carew  questioned 
whether  “there  is  any  good  reason  to 
sacrifice  autonomy  at  this  point. 

Churches  generous  toward 
appeal  for  Afghan  refugees 

NEW  YORK  -  Church  World  Service, 
the  international  relief  and  development 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
reports  receipts  of  almost  half  a  million 
dollars  in  1980  for  its  program  to  aid 
Afghan  refugees  in  Pakistan. 

The  final  figure  was  $455,937,  well  over 
the  $375,000  CWS  asked  for  in  the  two  1980 
appeals  it  sent  to  its  32  member 
organizations.  CWS  works  through  an 
international  coalition  in  Pakistan  called 
the  Inter-Aid  Committee,  which  has 
funded  a  medical  program  and 
distributed  tents,  blankets,  clothing  and 
medicine  in  the  refugee  camps. 

At  last  count,  according  to  the  Inter- 
Aid  Committee,  roughly  1.4  million 
Afghan  refugees  had  registered  with  the 
Pakistani  government,  while  others  had 
simply  entered  the  country  without 
official  notice. 


UM  pastor  urges  charity  tithe 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  A  prominent 
United  Methodist  clergyman  here  has 
appealed  to  President  Reagan  to  set  an 
example  for  the  nation  by  giving  one- 
tenth  of  his  income  to  charity. 

“It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the 
government  should  get  out  of  ‘welfare’ 
and  that  local  agencies  should  meet  the 
human  needs  of  their  area,”  said  the 
Rev.  Jerald  H.  Jackson  in  an  open  letter 
to  the  new  president. 

“That  principle  must  be  supported  by 
actual  cash.” 

Dr.  Jackson,  senior  minister  of 
Hennepin  Avenue  UMC,  pointed  out  that 
inflation  is  not  only  hampering 
charitable  institutions,  but  “it  has  the 
double-edged  effect  of  creating  greater 
needs  among  the  poor  and  elderly  in  our 
society.” 

And,  “perhaps  even  worse,  on  a  global 
scale,  it  has  driven  Third  World 
countries  to  near  disaster,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Jackson  told  Mr.  Reagan  that  he 
was  offering  an  alternative  “Christian” 
point-of-view  of  the  so-called  Moral 
Majority. 

“There  are  many  important  issues 
raised  by  the  Moral  Majority,  but  I  am 
troubled  by  some  of  the  things  they  omit 
from  their  concern  and  about  some  of  the 
priorities  they  have  assigned  to  issues,” 
he  wrote.  He  made  these  nnints- 

•  “It  is  my  hope  that  we,  as  a  nation, 
will  not  reduce  our  concern  for  those  who 


have  not  ‘made  it’  in  our  economic  or 
social  systems. .  .  . 

•  “I  pray  that  you  are  right  in  believing 
that  we  can  negotiate  arms  reduction 
only  from  a  position  of  strength.  I  believe 
that  military  strength  is  never  enough  by 
itself.  If  we  are  to  be  secure  in  this  world 
...  we  must  find  new  ways  to  support  the 
legitimate  needs  of  people.  Being  strong 
is  not  enough.  We  must  also  be  right; 
morally,  ethically  right  in  our  dealings 
with  other  peoples. .  .  .” 


COLORADO 

Life  Care  Communities 
Denver 

Colorado  Springs 
Pueblo 

Write  or  telephone  Sunny  Acres 
Villa,  Inc.  for  information  describ¬ 
ing  the  advantages  of  living  in  a 
Life  Care  Community.” 

Sunny  Acres  Villa,  Inc. 

2501  E. 104th 
Denver,  Colo.  80233 
Ph:  (303)  452-4181 


UNITED  METHODISTS  AT  THE 

American  Festival  of  Evangelism 

JULY  27-30,  1981  •  KANSAS  CITY 


Howard  Ball  Robert  Coleman 
Frazer  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Montgomery.  Alabama, 
pastored  by  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison. 
will  be  featured  in  one  of  the  more 
than  200  workshops  that  will  help 
local  congregations  design  a  plan 
to  reach  their  community. 


These 
United 
Methodists 
will  help 
lead  the 
program  lor 
20.000 
participants 
from  150 
denominations. 


John  Ed  Mathison 


WILL  YOUR  CONGREGATION  BE  REPRESENTED? 

H  Please  send  us  the  Festival  Delegation  Packet  (Print) 


CHURCH  _ 
ADDRESS 
CITY _ 


_YOUR  NAME  _ 


Send  |o  AFE  INFORMATION  OFFICE.  BOX  17093.  WASHINGTON.  O.C.  20041 
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Members  of  the  Covenant  Players  Troupe  who 
presented  a  part  of  the  second  annual  winter  semester 
learning  event  at  Tulane  University  recently. 


Conference  Lay 


NOTICE  TO  CLERGY: 

Anyone  who  wishes  to 
request  a  Leave  of  Absence 
or  the  renewal  of  a  Leave  of 
Absence;  anyone  who 
plans  to  retire  at  the 
Annual  Conference  must 
make  a  written  request  90- 
days  prior  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  which  begins  June 
1.  The  request  should  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Alfred  Norris, 
and  a  copy  to  the  Ministers’ 
Superintendent. 

Clyde  Frazier,  Chairperson 
Committee  on 
Conference  Relations 


THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD 


Rev.  Theron  T.  McKisson,  retired 
minister  of  the  annual  conference,  died 
at  his  home  in  Winnsboro  on  February 
13th.  Rev.  McKisson  transferred  to  the 
conference  from  the  East  Oklahoma 
Conference  in  1958;  and  retired  after  32.5 
years  of  service  in  1967. 

Mrs.  Bertha  Elizabeth  Baldwin  Young 
died  on  January  3rd,  1981.  She  is  survived 
by  her  daughters,  Pearl  Cobb  and  Helen 
Moy. 

Mrs.  Eminline  Serex  Goher,  spouse  of 
Rev.  Adrien  Serex,  died  December  21, 
1980.  Mrs.  Goher  had  been  living  in  Bay 
Minette,  Alabama. 


Ethnic  minority 
scholarships 
are  available 

By  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER.  SR. 

Director  of  Special  Ministries 

Scholarships  ranging  from  $500  to  a 
maximum  of  $1,000  are  available  to 
United  Methodist  Ethnic  Minorities  for 
full  time  undergraduate  study  in  an 
accredited  institution  of  higher 
education.  Application  should  be 
submitted  by  May  1. 

Those  interested  must  be  Native 
American,  Asian,  Black  or  Hispanic. 
They  must  be  an  active  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  must  be  able 
to  establish  financial  need,  and  be  a 
citizen  or  a  permanent  resident  of  the 
United  States.  Also  the  applicant  must  be 
a  full  time  degree  candidate  in  a  college 
or  university  related  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  (there  are  104),  and  must 
have  a  grade  average  of  B  or  better 
during  the  year  prior  to  receiving  the 
scholarship. 

The  World  Communion  Offering 
received  annually  from  churches 
throughout  the  denomination  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  October  make  the  available 
funds  possible. 

Request  for  application  forms  may  be 
secured  by  writing  the  Office  of  Loans 
and  Scholarships.  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville, 
Tennessee  37202. 

The  HANA  Scholarships  are  also 
available  to  develop  leadership  in  higher 
education  and  the  HANA  communities. 
The  maximum  for  undergraduate 
studies  is  $1,000,  and  $3,000  for  graduate 
studies.  Funding  for  these  scholarships  is 
through  World  Service  Askings. 


Tulane  Wesley  Foundation 
opens  second  semester 
with  Covenant  Players 


Leader  Honored 


HAMMOND  —  Hammond  attorney 
Tom  H.  Matheny,  a  civic  and  church 
leader  on  the  local,  state,  and  national 
level,  was  named  recipient  of  this  year’s 
Distinguished  Alumnus  Award  given  at 
the  Southeastern  Louisiana  University 
Alumni  Association. 

Matheny,  and  others,  were  singled  out 
for  honors  at  the  group’s  annual  awards 
banquet  held  recently.  Dr.  Joe  Miller, 
head  of  the  Department  of  Marketing 
and  Economics  at  Southeastern,  was 
given  a  special  award  of  appreciation  for 
his  teaching  excellence. 

Matheny,  a  native  of  Houston,  was 
graduated  from  Southeastern  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  1954.  He  earned  the 
juris  doctorate  degree  from  Tulane 
University  in  1957  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Louisiana  Bar  the  same  year.  He  has 
since  been  a  partner  in  the  law  firm  of 
Pittman  and  Matheny.  In  the  past  two 
years,  Matheny  has  received  two 
honorary  degrees.  Centenary  College 
and  DePauw  University  have  awarded 
him  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degrees. 

The  prominent  Hammond  attorney  is 
currently  serving  as  president  of  the 
Judicial  Council,  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  has  also  been  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Conference  Lay 
Leaders  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Matheny  has  served  as  a  delegate  to 
World  Methodist  Conferences  three 
times.  Additionally  he  has  held  many 
other  Methodist  lay  leadership  positions 
on  the  local,  state,  and  national  level. 

Matheny  was  named  “Citizen  of  the 


Year”  by  the  Hammond  Kiwanis  Club  in 
1978  in  recognition  for  his  many  years  of 
service  to  the  community.  He  was  named 
Man  of  the  Year  in  Hammond  in  1961.  In 
1964,  Matheny  was  cited  as  one  of  the 
outstanding  men  in  Louisiana  by  the 
Jaycees.  He  was  twice  cited  as  Layman 
of  the  Year  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Matheny  has  been  active  in  the 
Southeastern  Lodisiana  University 
Alumni  Association,  a  group  he  served  as 
president.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Southeastern  Development  Association, 
Inc.  for  1980. 

Matheny  has  supported  mental  health 
associations  for  many  years  and  was 
president  of  the  Tangipahoa  Parish 
Mental  Health  Association.  He  now 
serves  as  a  board  member  of  the  State 
Mental  Health  Association.  He  has  been 
active  in:  Order  of  DeMolay,  Masonic 
Youth  Foundation,  the  Shriners,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  American  Academy 
of  Religion  and  Mental  Health,  Louisiana 
Historical  Association,  Friends  of  the 
Cabildo,  Hammond  Kiwanis  Club,  Public 
Affairs  Research  Council,  Council  for  a 
Better  Louisiana,  The  Louisiana 
Association  of  Business  and  Industry, 
and  other  associations  and  organizations. 

Professionally,  Matheny  is  a  member 
of  the  Twenty-First  Judicial  District, 
Louisiana  and  American  Bar 
Associations,  and  the  International 
Society  of  Barristers,  as  well  as  other 
organizations  and  associations. 


By  REV.  BOB  WAGENER 
Director 

Members  of  the  Tulane  University 
Wesley  Foundation  were  co-sponsors 
with  the  Campus  Episcopal  Center  for 
the  second  annual  winter  semester 
learning  event.  The  theme  for  this  year’s 
program,  PERSONAL  GROWTH:  THE 
SEED  OF  UNDERSTANDING,  focuses 
on  individual  maturing  through 
interpersonal  relationships.  The  four- 
part  series  was  opened  with  the  thought 
provoking  drama  of  the  Covenant 
Players  from  California,  under  the 
direction  of  Robert  Hoover.  Plays,  such 
as,  “The  Proxy,”  “Our  Little  World 
Series,”  "One  More  Time,”  and 
“Awareness,”  encouraged  students  to 
consider  the  needs  of  others  in  terms  of 
Christianity.  In  one  of  the  plays,  sharing 


a  ledge  with  someone  about  to  commit 
suicide  brought  to  mind  the  need  to 
couple  our  words  with  caring  actions  in 
order  to  address  critical  situations  in 
human  relationships. 

The  remaining  programs  focus  on 
issues  surrounding  personal  growth,  and 
were  presented  by  three  well-known 
Tulane  University  faculty  and  staff 
members.  Dr.  Janie  Beers,  counselor  on 
Staff,  presented  a  program  on 
“Emotional  Awareness”;  Dr.  Michael 
Zimmerman,  from  the  Department  of 
Philosophy  at  Newcomb  College, 
addressed  the  subject  of  “Spiritual 
Maturity”;  and  Dr.  Raymond  Swan, 
professor  in  the  School  of  Social  Work, 
spoke  to  his  audience  on  the  topic  of 
“Human  Sexuality.” 


The  Senior  High  United  Methodist  Youth  from  Zachary  attended  a  retreat 
in  Minden.  They  did  a  skit  from  their  clown  ministry  on  “Broken 
Relationships  and  Total  Unconditional  Forgiveness.”  Those  attending  from 
Zachary  were  Brent  Anders,  Jeff  Daniel,  Susan  Johnson,  Deann  Dennard, 
Teri  Guilot,  Melissa  Kirkwood,  and  leaders,  Betty  Guy  and  Marcia 
Eisworth. 


YOUTH  PACK  CANEY  —  Dr.  Marian  Wood,  family  counselor,  shares 
insight  with  youths  and  adults  on  how  to  enjoy  their  families  during  the  1981 
Senior  High  W’inter  Retreat  held  at  Caney  Conference  Centre.  Over  180  youth 
and  adults  packed-Caney  to  hear  Dr.  Wood  share  helpful  information  on 
communications  and  dealing  with  anger  in  the  family  during  the  event 
which  was  held  recently.  The  weekend  also  featured  Bible  study,  ideas  for 
family  worship,  and  an  inspirational  “clown”  worship  experience  led  by 
Rev.  Willis  Dear.  Youth  from  churches  around  the  conference  shared  their 
faith  during  the  “soul  picnic.”  The  event  was  planned  and  led  by  the 
Conference  Youth  Team. 


Missionary  Priority 


Task  Force  makes  plans 


By  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr., 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 

Carrying  out  the  general  theme  of  the 
Missional  Priority  for  the  1981-84 
quadrennium,  as  approved  by  the 
General  Conference,  in  its  1980  session, 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church,”  is  the 
total  responsibility  in  our  Conference  of 
the  Missional  Priority  Task  Force  which 
met  recently  during  the  Convocation  of 
Boards  and  agencies  at  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  in  its  second  meeting  with 
twelve  of  its  eighteen  members  present. 

The  1980  Book  of  Discipline  defines  a 
Missional  Priority  as  a  “response  to  a 
critical  need  in  God’s  world  which  calls 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
massive  and  sustained  effort  through 
primary  attention  and  ordering  or 
reordering  of  program  and  budget  at 
every  level  of  the  church.” 

We  are  urged  by  the  General 
Conference  and  encouraged  to 
strengthen  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  in  several  ways,  including  the 
recruitment  of  ethnic  ministers  for  both 
the  ordained  and  diaconal  ministry,  the 
inclusion  and  enhancement  of  ethnic 
ritual  and  tradition  in  ethnic  minority 
churches,  and  the  increased  visibility  of 
ethnics  on  boards  and  agencies.  Local 
churches  are  also  urged  to  “study  to 
understand  and  share  in  the  richness  of 
our  ethnic  heritage.” 

The  Priority  Task  Force  named  by  the 
Conference  committee  on  Nominations 
in  the  early  fall  of  1980  replaces  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Task 
Force  which  was  organized  in  1977.  The 
EMLC  was  one  of  four  missional 
priorities  during  the  past  quadrennium. 

One  of  the  apportioned  items  in  the 
budget  of  local  churches  in  our 
Conference  is  the  Missional  Priority 
Fund.  Thus,  each  local  church, 
depending  on  its  congregation  size  is 
expected  to  contribute  the  amount  of 
money  apportioned  to  help  implement 
the  missional  priority.  I  trust  that  all 
churches  in  our  Louisiana  Area  of  United 
Methodism  will  support  this  fund  one 
hundred  percent.  Thirty  percent  of  the 
total  apportioned  funds  will  remain  in  the 
conference  for  work  in  ethnic  churches. 

This  conference  committee  has  the 
responsibility  of  determining  the  process 
for  approving  projects,  and  programs, 
for  which  funds  may  be  needed.  Thus  we 
will  be  in  position  to  petition  for  funds 


from  the  general  agencies  of  the  church 
to  support  our  efforts.  The  group  is 
autonomous  and  not  related  to  any 
special  board  or  agency. 

However,  the  Director  of  Special 
Ministries  relates  to  several  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  conference.  These 
include,  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Board 
of  the  Ordained  Ministry,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministry,  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

We  have  concurred  that  our  priorities 
are  recruitment  of  ministers  (all 
ethnics),  nurturing,  resourcing,  training 
the  Laity  for  leadership,  better  church 
buildings,  parsonages,  renovations,  and 
relocations,  strengthening  the  ethnic 
institutions,  and  growth  and  development 
through  Evangelism  and  Stewardship. 

Before  adjournment  of  our  last  session 
a  committee  was  named  to  begin  making 
plans  for  A  Career  Vocation  Day  event  to 
bring  together  interested  High  School 
and  College  Students  (Native  American, 
Asian,  Black  or  Hispanic).  We  will  be 
asking  ministers  to  invite  certain  youth 
who  exhibit  potential  and/or  gifts  for  the 
Christian  ministry  (ordained  or 
diaconal)  to  participate. 

Immediate  emphasis  will  be  placed 
upon  securing  a  Spanish  evangelist  to 
visit  the  Spanish  congregation  in  New 
Orleans  to  lead  them  in  a  series  of 
revival  services,  teach  and  train  them  in 
local  church  work  across  several  days  in 
an  attempt  to  strengthen  and  develop. 
Also,  we  decided  to  develop  a  plan  for 
church  school  emphasis  in  Christian 
Education  and  Leadership  Training 
which  will  include  a  pilot  program. 

Remembering  our  conference  theme  in 
this  year  of  Evangelism,  “Each  One  Win 
One  in  81,”  we  agreed  to  be  in  contact 
with  the  General  and  Conference  Boards 
of  Discipleship  and  formally  map  out 
programs  in  Evangelism  and 
Stewardship  for  each  year  in  the 
quadrennium. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


Roundtable  president 

promises  correction . Page  3 

President  called  to  reaffirm 

human  rights . Page  2 

Civil  rights  ‘ally’  said 

‘adversary’  . Page  4 


Rev.  Wm.  P.  Fraser,  Director  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  is  shown  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  he 
introduced  the  staff  to  the  members  of  the  Board.  From  left,  are  Allen 
Hazenkampt,  Director  of  Child  Care;  Mark  Marley,  supervisor;  Paul 
Gleinser,  Educational  Director  and  Special  Services;  Marianne  Peters, 
Social  Worker;  Lottie  Maye  Fraser,  Mgr.  Office  and  Hostess;  Michael 
Dickerson,  Supervisor;  Ruth  Neisom,  Bookkeeper;  Janesse  Sheets,  Art 
Therapist;  Pat  Cox,  Coordinator  Clothing  and  Allowances;  Jeri  Edwards, 
Director  of  Pre-School;  and  Coleen  Johnson,  Medical  Coordinator. 


Centenary  exh  ibit 


The  Meadows  Museum  at  Centenary 
College  and  the  Shreveport  Art  Guild  will 
exhibit  a  collection  of  works  by  Charles 
Burchfield  from  February  22  to  March 
21st.  The  exhibition  covers  the  entire 
career  of  this  great  American  landscape 
artist,  according  to  Ginger  Hamilton, 
who  is  connected  with  the  program. 

Charles  Burchfield  had  an  intense 
feeling  for  nature,  appreciating  the 
mysterious  forces  of  change,  and  he  has 
left  us  with  a  very  personal  and  sensitive 
record  of  his  love  of  the  natural  world. 
With  imagination  and  invention,  he 
explored  both  fantasy  and  realism  with  a 
lyricism  nourished  by  his  love  of 
classical  music  and  vivid  visual  images. 

Jointly  organized  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  Traveling  Exhibition  Service 
and  the  Memorial  Art  Gallery, 
Rochester,  New  York,  the  exhibition  is 
brought  to  the  area  by  the  Shreveport  Art 
Guild. 


Members  of  Gretna  UMC  celebrated  the  return  of  our  hostages  from  Iran 
by  special  services  of  celebration.  The  group  shown  above  gathered  at  the 
church  to  ring  the  church  bell,  along  with  other  churches  throughout  the 
nation. 


Ground-breaking 
services  scheduled 

Ground-breaking  services  will  be 
held  for  the  new  Conference  Head¬ 
quarters  Building,  to  be  constructed 
in  Baton  Rouge,  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  March  15th,  at  4:00  p.m. 

Since  the  time  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  voted  to  move  the  offices  to  one 
location,  plans  have  gone  steadily 
ahead  to  make  the  central  Building  a 
reality.  Several  prominent  persons 
have  contributed  to  the  acquisition 
of  land;  others  have  worked  on  the 
committee  to  find  and  secure  the 
property;  and  still  others  have 
helped  to  work  out  the  details  of  the 
building  itself. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a 
large  delegation  of  representatives 
present  for  the  service. 
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Here  I  Stand 


President  Reagan  urged  to  reaffirm  ‘Creative  nit-picking'  would  improve  meetings 
U.S.’s  ‘human  rights’  commitments 


For  many  years,  U.S.  administrations 
of  both  political  parties  conducted  our 
nation’s  foreign  policy  according  to  a 
philosophy  of  “political  realism."  A 
primary  tenet  of  that  philosophy  is  that 
ideals  and  moral  values  cannot  be  sig¬ 
nificant  factors  in  the  conduct  of  foreign 
policy.  Instead,  “national  interest"  is  the 
overriding  basis  for  foreign  policy  de¬ 
cisions.  From  such  a  perspective,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  a  nation  like  the  United 
States  —  despite  its  own  constitutional 
affirmation  of  human  rights  —  could 
support  a  ruthless  dictatorship  in  an¬ 
other  country  in  order  to  further  Amer¬ 
ican  “national  interests." 

Many  Christians  found  this  dismissal 
of  moral  considerations  in  foreign  policy 
repugnant,  and  took  heart  when  former 
President  Jjmmy  Carter  announced  that 
“human  rights”  considerations  would 
play  an  important  role  in  his  admin¬ 
istration’s  foreign  policy  decisions. 
Although  the  long-term  effectiveness  of 
that  emphasis  is  still  debatable,  the  pro- 
human  rights  declarations  made  by  Mr. 
Carter  offered  a  new-  source  of  hope  to 
enslaved  people  around  the  globe.  These 
declarations  also  boosted  the  morale  of 
millions  of  Americans  who  believe  that 
the  “national  interest”  is  best  served 
when  national  ideals  and  moral  values 
are  reflected  in  the  conduct  of  national 
policy. 

President  Reagan  gave  indications 
during  his  campaign  that  he  would,  if 
elected,  pursue  this  relatively  new 
emphasis  on  “human  rights”  less  ag¬ 
gressively  than  his  predecessor. 

Consequently,  a  group  of  71  religious 
leaders  sent  the  President-elect  a  letter 
expressing  uneasiness  with  his  “human 
rights”  stance,  and  urging  him  to 
announce  publicly  that  he  condemns 
torture,  murder  and  other  forms  of  pol¬ 
itical  repression  (see  TM/UMR,  Dec. 
26).  That  letter  received  only  a  brief  ac¬ 
knowledgement  from  one  of  Mr. 
Reagan’s  aides.  A  second  letter  ex¬ 
pressing  the  same  concerns  was  sent  to 
President  Reagan  —  this  time  signed  by 
an  even  more  broadly  based  group  of  200 
religious  leaders  (see  TM/UMR,  Feb.  6). 

We  believe  it  would  be  tragic  if  this 
issue  was  considered  “political”  —  at 
least  in  any  partisan  sense.  A  careful 
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examination  of  recent  history  indicates 
that  the  Carter  administration  was  not  so 
much  the  originator  as  the  executor  and 
promoter  of  the  new  emphasis  on 
“human  rights."  The  U.S.  Congress  went 
on  record  in  1975  as  affirming  that  “a 
principal  goal  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
United  States  is  to  promote  the  increased 
observance  of  internationally  guar¬ 
anteed  human  rights."  The  Carter  ad¬ 
ministration’s  emphasis  on  human  rights 
in  foreign  policy  decisions  was  also  in 
keeping  with  the  Helsinki  Agreements 
signed  by  the  U.S.,  the  U.S.S.R.  and  33 
other  nations  in  1975  under  the  Ford  ad¬ 
ministration. 

We  believe  it  would  be  equally  tragic  if 
this  issue  was  considered  to  have  no  re¬ 
ligious  significance.  Christians  cannot 
properly  be  unconcerned  when  reliable 
reports  indicate  that  approximately  one- 
half  of  the  world’s  nations  —  a  number  of 
which  are  allied  with  the  U.S.  —  continue 
to  throw  people  in  jail  for  holding  “unac¬ 
ceptable”  political  and  religious  beliefs. 
In  many  of  these  countries,  torture,  sum¬ 
mary  trial  and  execution  are  common¬ 
place. 

We  concur  with  those  who  believe 
President  Reagan  should  declare  to  the 
world  his  administration’s  commitment 
to  maintain  “human  rights"  as  an 
integral  part  of  U.S.  foreign  policy. 

Some  of  Mr.  Reagan’s  supporters  say 
he  is  committed  to  promoting  human 
rights,  but  by  methods  different  from 
those  of  his  predecessor.  If  this  is  true  — 
and  we  hope  it  is  —  we  find  it  difficult  to 
understand  his  reluctance  to  declare  that 
commitment  publicly.  Mr.  Reagan’s 
public  statements,  as  well  as  those  of 
other  administration  spokespersons, 
have  tended  to  re-enforce  the  belief  that 
“human  rights"  will  be  deemphasized  as 
a  foreign  policy  consideration  by  the 
Reagan  administration. 

If  President  Reagan  would  clearly 
state  his  administration’s  commitment 
to  provide  the  world  with  moral  leader¬ 
ship  —  through  such  emphases  as 
“human  rights”  —  as  well  as  political 
and  military  leadership,  we  believe  he 
would  gain  the  support  of  many 
American  Christians  who,  so  far,  have 
looked  upon  his  leadership  with  suspicion 
and/or  fear. 


By  LOIS  GRANT  PALCHES 
As  a  life-long  Methodist  I  have  been 
impressed  with  our  church’s  constant 
emphasis  on  education  and  study. 
Courses  for  children,  youth  and  adults 
have  been  available  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  I  want  to 
propose  that  a  new  course  be  added  on 
the  subject  of  “Creative  Nit-Picking." 

Nit-picking,  defined  in  my  dictionary 
as  “minute  and  unjustified  criticism,”  is 
both  a  fact  of  life  and  the  curse  of  democ¬ 
racy.  Our  denominational  structure  is  for 
a  democracy  of  a  high  order.  It  does  not 
escape  the  curse,  but  rather  shares  it  with 
government  at  every  level,  with  lodges, 
clubs,  businesses  and  even  families. 

My  thinking  in 
terms  of  making  nit¬ 
picking  creative 
came  about  when  I 
attended  an  open 
meeting  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board 
of  my  local  church,  Tfifcg 
to  hear  the  report  of 
a  committee  which  Ms.  Palches 
had  been  meeting  to  formulate  a  state¬ 
ment  of  goals  for  the  coming  year.  The 
report  by  four  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  was  excellent.  As  the  meeting  was 
opened  for  discussion  a  member  of  the 
Board  stood  up  to  protest  the  use  of  one 
word  which  he  considered  misleading. 
There  followed  a  45-minute  discussion 
aimed  at  finding  a  word  that  would  satis¬ 
fy  the  critic.  In  that  45  minutes,  the  mood 
of  the  meeting  changed  —  becoming  tedi¬ 
ous,  unpleasant,  even  exasperating.  On 
leaving  the  meeting  and  talking  with 
friends  I  realized  that  the  after-image  of 
the  report  had  been  obscured  by  “minute 
and  unjustified  criticism.” 

‘Nit-picking’  can  be  creative 

A  course  with  the  objective  of  making 
nit-picking  creative  would  have  plenty  of 
biblical  references  for  its  foundation,  but 
it  need  not  stop  there.  For  years  I  have 
been  fascinated  with  the  work  of  Jane 
Goodall  and  other  psychologists  who 
study  the  social  behavior  of  the 
primates:  apes,  gorillas,  monkeys  and 
orangutans.  Many  pages  of  their  books 
and  many  feet  of  television  tapes  deal 
with  nit-picking,  which  is  given  the  name 
of  “grooming"  —  an  elegant  word  which 


evokes  a  positive  reaction  to  a  primitive 
and  demanding  activity. 

As  the  primates  come  together  in  their 
assembly  places  they  are  noisy, 
unkempt,  restless,  itching  and  frus¬ 
trated.  They  quickly  seek  out  two  or 
three  of  their  fellows  with  whose  ex¬ 
pertise  they  are  already  familiar.  They 
begin  work  on  each  other,  combing  the 
fur  to  find  the  offending  insects  and  eggs. 
They  explore  patiently,  tenderly,  even 
hungrily,  for  the  nits  are  never  quashed. 
Nits  are  to  the  primates  what  caviar  is  to 
the  jet  set:  nourishment  of  the  highest 
order.  Mates  work  with  mates,  parents 
with  offspring,  friend  with  friend,  the 
well  with  the  sick. 

As  the  hours  pass  the  noise  lessens,  or 
at  least  changes.  Groans  give  way  to 
sounds  which  denote  pleasure  and 
comfort.  Each  animal  has  been  part  of  a 
fellowship  which  brings  gradual  and 
blessed  relief,  allowing  for  a  return  to 
wherever  they  live  in  a  spirit  of  joy,  pride 
and  self-respect.  There  is  no  longer  a 
need  to  scratch  where  it  itches.  For  at 
least  a  few  hours  there  is  a  truce  in  the 
struggle  with  natural  forces. 

Grooming.  What  a  beautiful  name  for 
it!  Grooming.  Good  grooming. 

A  course  in  “human  grooming"  should 
obviously  include  the  study  of  anthro¬ 
pology,  but  it  should  not  end  there.  It 
should  progress  until  we  are  fully 
prepared  spiritually  for  the  meetings  we 
are  going  to  attend  mornings,  afternoons 
and  evenings  throughout  our  lives.  It 
should  include  etiquette  books,  Roberts’ 
Rules  of  Order,  the  Golden  Rule  and  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Good  ideas  should  be  protected 

Good  causes  and  great  purposes  must 
not  become  martyrs  to  the  obstructive 
kind  of  nit-picking.  In  every  group,  re¬ 
ligious  or  secular,  there  are  people  of 
imagination,  potential  leaders,  indi¬ 
viduals  who  are  full  of  good  ideas.  Fellow 
members  can  explore  these  ideas,  lift 
them  out  to  where  they  can  be  seen  for 
what  they  are.  If  found  good  they  can  be 
related  to  the  concert  at  hand.  To  quash 
them  means  that  the  group  is  not  nour¬ 
ished  by  them.  People  who  are  hosts  to 
good  ideas  should  be  groomed  for  ever 
greater  positions  of  leadership. 

How  will  we  know  when  our  nit-picking 
is  creative?  There  are  many  clues.  For 


one  thing,  meetings  will  have  a  higher  at¬ 
tendance.  There  will  be  an  eagerness  to 
get  going  on  the  purposes  for  which  we 
meet.  There  will  be  a  courteous  listening, 
an  orderly  consideration  of  the  ideas  and 
programs  proposed.  Tensions  will  be 
eased  if  and  when  they  occur.  When  ad¬ 
journment  comes  the  sense  of  fellowship 
will  run  high.  The  return  to  homes  will  be 
in  a  mood  of  hope  and  enthusiasm  and  a 
renewed  dedication  to  constructive 
action. 

Most  importantly,  members  will  have 
made  each  other  look  and  feel  good  by 
the  mutual  “grooming.” 

It  can  be  done.  Perhaps  we  should  not 
expect  our  nit-picking  to  be  a  picnic,  but 
a  nit-picking  picnic  is  a  pleasant  prospect 
to  entertain.  Thinking  on  this  theme  has 


already  had  a  positive  effect  on  me.  As  I 
leave  for  what  may  be  a  controversial 
meeting  I  say  to  myself:  “Backward, 
turn  backward,  oh  Time  in  thy  flight, 
Make  me  a  primate,  if  just  for  tonight.” 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Lois  Grant 
Palches,  is  a  member  of  the  UMC  who 
resides  in  Ostervllle,  Massachusetts 
(Southern  New  England  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double -  ~ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


My  Witness 

Kidney  transplant  creates 
new  sense  of  stewardship 


By  CARL  A.  ANDERMAN 

About  seventeen  years  ago  I  had  a 
kidney  stone  operation.  Following  the 
surgery  the  urologist  informed  me  that 
he  had  found  that  I  had  a  condition  known 
as  polycyctic  kidney  disease.  Cysts  were 
growing  in  my  kidneys  that  would  cause 
my  kidney  function  to  decrease  and  could 
result,  sooner  or  later,  in  kidney  failure. 

Almost  four  and  one-half  years  ago,  I 
entered  the  hospital  for  an  evaluation  of 
my  kidney  condition.  I  was  informed 
after  a  series  of  tests  that  I  would  “soon” 
have  kidney  failure.  After  waiting  almost 
two  years  I  entered  the  Hospital  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  I  received  a  kidney  trans¬ 
plant,  with  the  kidney  being  donated  by 
my  brother. 

All  has  gone  well  during  the  27  months 
since  I  had  the  surgery,  other  than  some 
minor  reactions  to  some  of  the  med¬ 
ications.  I  now  return  to  the  hospital 
about  every  eight  weeks  for  a  check-up 
and  directions  on  what  medicine  to  take. 
The  amount  of  medication  has  been 
greatly  reduced  from  what  it  was  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  surgery. 


Keener  scrutiny  of  ‘non-UMC  seminaries’  raises  questions 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article  head¬ 
lined  “Non-UMC  seminaries  face  keener 
scrutiny"  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  6). 

Any  good  doctor  knows  that  to  cure  an 
illness,  one  must  treat  the  cause  rather 
than  the  symptoms.  The  move  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  University 
Senate  to  “review"  non-UM-related  sem¬ 
inaries  seems  to  me  to  be  a  thinly  dis¬ 
guised  attempt  to  harass  those  who 
would  choose  such  schools  for  their  theo¬ 
logical  training.  It  is  an  attempt  to  treat 
symptoms,  not  causes.  While  such  treat¬ 
ment  may  bring  temporary  relief  and 
stop  the  patient’s  complaining,  it 
certainly  will  do  little  to  eliminate  the 
problem. 

Although  Mr.  Blumer  disclaims  the 
idea  of  a  “witch  hunt,”  it  will  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  watch  the  results  of  their 
“review.”  Perhaps  the  University 
Senate  should  gear  its  efforts  at 
examining  why  40  percent  of  new  UM 
pastors  each  year  have  chosen  an  alter¬ 
native  to  UM  seminaries.  Such  a  quest 
might  be  enlightening. 

As  for  those  who  suggest  that  all  candi¬ 
dates  for  ordination  should  only  consider 
UM  seminaries,  may  I  suggest  that  this 
“love-it-or-leave-it"  philosophy  has 
shown  dismal  results  outside  the  church. 
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and  likely  will  have  the  same  effect 
within.  Some  have  great  regard  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  at  the 
same  time  claim  the  right  to  express  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  some  of  its  movements 
and  the  right  to  share  an  opinion  on 
where  the  denomination  should  steer  in 
the  future.  One’s  choice  of  a  seminary  is 
probably,  among  other  things,  one  way  to 
express  these  feelings. 

Bradley  G.  Call 

Midvale,  Ohio 

Evaluations  should  include 
graduates’  effectiveness 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  again  express  my  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  fine  job  of  communication 
you  are  doing  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Every  week  I  look  forward  to  re¬ 
ceiving  your  paper,  and  read  it  from 
front  to  back. 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  article 
by  Roy  Howard  Beck  headlined  “Non- 
UMC  seminaries  face  keener  scrutiny" 
in  the  Feb.  6  issue.  Thank  you  for 
bringing  this  matter  to  our  attention. 
This  could  be  a  very  touchy  issue  for 
many  people  who  are  watching  carefully 
as  to  whether  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  mainly  committed  to  “main¬ 
taining  the  system"  as  first  priority,  or  to 
reaching  out  in  ministry  to  a  world 
crying  for  help. 

I  would  hope  that  Dr.  Blumer  and  the 
Commission  on  Theological  Education 
will  also  take  into  consideration  the  level 
of  effectiveness  in  ministry  that 
graduates  of  both  the  UMC  and  other 
seminaries  exhibit  in  our  local  parishes. 
Such  criteria  as  the  average  length  of 
service  in  the  parish  ministry,  effec¬ 
tiveness  in  stimulating  growth  in  the 
local  church  both  in  quantity  and  quality 
of  members,  creativeness  in  developing 
new  styles  of  ministry,  involvement  in 
district  and  conference  responsibilities, 
and  the  number  of  persons  encouraged  to 
take  up  some  full-time  Christian  vocation 
could  be  used  to  evaluate  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  persons  in  ministry.  I  would 

also  mention  two  negative  aspects:  (1)  Is 

there  a  large  percentage  who  drop  out  of 
the  ministry,  and  (2)  is  there  a  sig¬ 
nificant  number  who  have  to  leave  the 
ministry  due  to  moral  lapses? 

If  a  theological  seminary  is  producing 
men  and  women  who  are  performing  an 
effective  ministry  in  our  local  churches, 
should  it  be  discriminated  against  just 
because  it  does  not  happen  to  be  part  of 
“oiir system?”  vincentA  Rutheriord 

Pasadena,  California 

Concrete  steps  needed 
to  stop  smoking 

To  the  Editor: 

Walter  S.  Boyer  had  an  interesting  and 
thought-provoking  article  on  the  dangers 
of  smoking  (“Here  I  Stand,”  Jan.  30). 

We,  as  both  United  Methodists  ?nd 
members  of  the  body  of  Christ,  may  well 
take  a  look  at  where  we  spend  our 
energies  fighting  harmful  practices.  A 
boycott  on  tobacco  companies  is  not 
enough  effort  to  fight  the  problem.  Mr. 
Boyer  is  correct  about  a  true  boycott 
being  the  testimony  of  God’s  power  to 
release  a  person  from  a  habit  that 
harms.  I  feel  our  energies  could  better  go 


into  ministering  to  the  one  caught  in  the 
grip  of  this  habit.  Mr.  Boyer  noted  that 
his  former  member  admitted  being 
helpless  in  the  face  of  a  known  health 
hazard.  He  described  her  face  as  having 
“the  agony  of  helplessness"  on  it.  While 
Mr.  Boyer  made  a  plea  for  compassion 
for  the  newborn  and  unborn,  where  is  our 
compassion  for  the  smokers  themselves? 
I  do  not  know  one  smoker  who  smokes  for 
the  sheer  joy  of  smoking.  Most  wish  they 
never  started  and  long  to  be  free  of  the 
habit. 

Do  we  have  the  love  of  God  in  our 
hearts  causing  us  to  seek  the  highest 
good  for  others  when  so  few  churches 
post  “no  smoking”  signs  in  their 
facilities?  When  someone  smokes  in 
violation  of  such  signs,  are  we  really  con¬ 
cerned  for  our  mutual  health  when  we 
refuse  to  ask  the  person  to  refrain?  Are 
we  really  willing  to  take  a  firm  stand 
against  the  destructive  habit  or  are  we 
only  paying  lip  service  in  this  area? 

I  feel  we  should  take  concrete  steps  in 
establishing  ministry  that  will  free 
prisoners  of  the  tobacco  habit.  Our  will¬ 
ingness  to  help  would  be  a  witness  to  our 
faith.  Then  we  will  see  the  liberating 
power  of  God  at  work.  The  sooner  we 
offer  ourselves  in  service  in  this  manner, 
the  better.  Anne  Elver 

Inola,  Oklahoma 
Smoking  hurts  the  innocent 
To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  reading  the  article  by  Walter 
S.  Boyer  that  appeared  in  your  Jan.  30 
issue  regarding  the  dangers  of  cigarette 
smoking. 

I  also  read  an  article  that  appeared  in 
the  Miami  Herald  recently  about  the 
dangers  of  smoking  to  children  and 
other  innocent  people  who  have  to 
breathe  the  air  contaminated  by  cig¬ 
arette  smoke.  It  quoted  one  expert  as 
saying  that  "estimates  are  that  the  effect 
on  young  children  of  parental  smoking  is 
about  the  same  as  if  the  child  smoked 
three  to  five  cigarettes  a  day." 

Beverly  E  Krueger 
South  Miami,  Florida 

‘No’  is  an  alternative 

To  the  Editor: 

A  Pro-Life  Commission  in  Denver, 
Colorado  has  produced  a  button 
imprinted  with  the  word  “No"  to  be  worn 
by  teen-agers  to  discourage  pressure 
from  their  peers. 

Not  too  long  ago,  Judge  Arthur  Dunne 


ordered  state  public  schools  in  Illinois  to 
include  instruction  on  how  not  to  have 
sex.  He  said,  "Abstention  is  the  best  and 
most  effective  means  of  birth  control.” 

The  judge’s  ruling  on  a  suit  filed  by 
three  parents,  said  “schools  must  stop 
advising  on  contraceptives  unless  they 
include  the  alternative  of  abstaining 
from  sex.” 

I  do  not  believe  contraception  should 
be  taught  in  the  schools.  To  go  a  step 
further,  if  the  schools  are  going  to  teach 
sex  education,  parents  should  insist  that 
it  contain  a  moral  as  well  as  a  biological 
dimension. 

Genevieve  E.  Foley 

New  Bedford,  Massachusetts 

Help  wanted  in  war 
on  pornography  sales 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  increasingly  concerned  about  a 
new  evil  that  is  creeping  into  our  com¬ 
munity  as  well  as  many  other  commun¬ 
ities,  I'm  sure.  It  is  the  sale  of  porno¬ 
graphic  magazines. 

I  would  urge  Christian  parents  to  see 
for  themselves  if  this  is  the  kind  of  ma¬ 
terial  they  want  their  children  to  obtain. 
We  have  tried  to  wage  a  quiet  battle 
asking  owners  to  remove  them,  only  to 
have  them  soon  reappear  in  another 
store.  The  effect  upon  a  teenager  can  be 
devastating.  Many  stores  carrying  these 
are  located  close  to  a  school. 

Has  anyone  successfully  waged  this 
battle  in  your  community?  If  so,  I  would 
appreciate  hearing  from  you. 

Lorraine  Ehrich 
Brainerd,  Minnesota 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Responses  to  Ms. 
Ehrich’s  request  can  be  sent  to  her 
at  R.  R.  8,  Box  299-A,  Brainerd,  Min¬ 
nesota,  56401 

Religion  and  politics 

sometimes  confused 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  Mr.  Peck- 
man’s  letter  regarding  the  role  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  “healing 
Iran-U.S.  wounds”  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  13). 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Peckman  has 
fallen  into  the  trap  of  so  many 
Americans:  he  has  confused  his  religion 
with  his  politics. 

Christianity  is  a  religion,  democracy  is 
a  political  system,  and  the  two  are  not 
the  same.  The  theory  of  our  political  sys¬ 
tem  is  that  we  elect  representatives  to 
represent  the  will  of  the  people.  This  is 


not  the  way  our  religion  is  designed  or 
how  it  functions. 

The  United  Methodist  system  of 
organization  is  an  episcopal  system  in 
which  the  clerical  leaders  are  not  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people.  That  is  not  their 
task  nor  their  calling.  Bishops,  according 
to  scriptural  tradition,  are  “overseers” 
and,  as  such,  are  called  to  guide  and  lead 
the  faithful  and  to  function  in  the  pro¬ 
phetic  role,  interpreting  the  will  of  God 
as  best  they  can.  It  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  those  who  have  been 
selected  for  positions  of  authority  in  the 
various  agencies  of  the  denomination 
have  a  similar  calling  and  responsibility. 

While  an  objeptive  observation  that 
“the  church”  and  Christianity  are  not  in¬ 
herently  democratic  systems  might  be 
disappointing  to  an  advocate  of  our  polit¬ 
ical  system,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  we  did  not  elect  Christ  as  our  repre¬ 
sentative;  rather  we  are  the  ones  who 
were  elected!  Ted  Bernhard 

Tulare,  South  Dakota 

Michael  Curry  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

On  the  stand  of  the  Rev.  Michael  Curry 
vis-a-vis  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  (TM/UMR, 
Jan.  16):  (1)  What  a  minister!  (2)  What 
an  American!  (3)  What  a  Christian! 

Mr.  Curry  makes  me  proud  to  be  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  He  should  be  made  bishop. 
Better  still,  he  should  be  canonized. 

F.  Delor  Angeles 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 


As  I  think  back  through  these  experien¬ 
ces,  I  remember  the  shock  it  was  to  me 
at  first,  when  I  was  told  that  I  would  have 
kidney  failure.  However,  within  three 
days  I  found  that  I  was  able  to  accept  my 
lot,  and  that  my  faith  was  a  great  help  to 
me.  Indeed,  I  might  call  it  a  childlike 
faith  —  a  belief  that  I  could  commit  my 
life  to  God  and  that  He  would  do  for  me 
what  was  best. 

Perhaps  the  fact  that  my  faith  was 
“childlike”  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  I  fell 
asleep  before  the  transplant  operation 
with  this  prayer  in  my  mind:  “Thank 
you,  Lord,  for  food  and  friends,  For  all 
the  good  thy  mercy  sends.”  I  believed 
that  God  would  use  the  operation  to  ac¬ 
complish  His  good  purposes,  and  I  was 
thanking  Him  for  what  was  happening 
and  would  happen. 

That  operation  also  caused  me  to  have 
a  feeling  of  deep  gratitude.  I  was  very 
grateful  to  my  brother  who  gave  me  one 
of  his  kidneys,  and  to  others  who  would 
have  done  so  if  they  could.  I  was  grateful 
to  medical  science  in  general  for  the  ad¬ 
vances  of  recent  years  that  made  this 
operation  possible.  Not  too  many  years 
before,  my  condition  would  have  been  a 
terminal  illness.  Even  today  the  oper¬ 
ation  is  not  always  successful;  some 
patients  die,  others  have  to  go  on  dialysis 
after  the  operation. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  transplant  team 
that  took  care  of  me  and  my  brother.  The 
surgeons,  the  nephrologist,  the  other 
doctors  working  with  them,  the  nurses  on 
the  transplant  floor,  and  all  the  tech¬ 
nicians  and  workers  in  the  hospital  did  an 
admirable  job,  and  I. am  deeply  indebted 
to  them  all. 

I  feel  that  God  has  heard  and  answered 
my  prayers  and  the  prayers  of  others 
who  have  prayed  for  me.  I  am  especially 
indebted  to  God  for  what  He  has  done  for 
me. 

As  I  reflect  on  my  experience  I  am 
given  a  new  sense  of  stewardship.  For 
many  years  I  have  believed  that  my  life 
belonged  to  Christ  and  that  I  wanted  to 
serve  Him.  I  believe  that  I  have  been 
given  additional  time  to  use  to  serve  God. 
I  pray  that  He  will  help  me  to  use  it  effec¬ 
tively.  I  do  not  like  to  think  of  the  gift 
made  by  my  brother,  or  the  additional 
time  given  to  me,  being  of  no  avail.  I 
pray  that  God  will  help  me  use  this  addi¬ 
tional  time  effectively  for  Him. 

Probably  everyone  should  have  a 
“childlike”  faith,  a  feeling  of  gratitude, 
and  a  sense  of  stewardship.  However,  my 
experience  as  a  transplant  recipient  has 
heightened  these  aspects  of  my  religion 
for  me. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Carl  A.  Anderman,  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Royensford  UMC  in  Royensford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  (Eastern  Pennsylvania  Con¬ 
ference). 


(lid  we 
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UMCOR  HAS  FORTY-ONE  YEARS  OF  HISTORY 

□  Feeding  the  hungry  and  thirsty 

□  Comforting  the  stranger 

□  Housing  and  clothing  the  needy 

□  Ministering  to  the  sick  and  those  in  prison 

Help  continue  these  important  ministries  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Give  generously. 

MARCH  29,  1981 
ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 


For  information:  United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.  •  Evanston,  IL  60201 


FEBRUARY  27,  1981 
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Roundtable  president  to  correct  mail  campaign  errors 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  The  president  of  Religious 
Roundtable  told  TM/UMR  last  week  that 
he  plans  a  mass-mailing  of  letters  to 
correct  all  errors  of  fact  contained  in  a 
direct-mail  campaign  his  political 
organization  is  conducting.  The  cam¬ 
paign  opposes  a  non-existent  “feminist 
version”  of  the  Bible  allegedly  being  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC). 

Confronted  by  information  in  a 
strongly  worded  editorial  in  the  Feb.  20 
issue  of  TM/UMR  which  shows  the  cam¬ 
paign  to  be  based  on  falsehoods,  Edward 
E.  McAteer  said:  “We’ll  rewrite  (the 

Children  are 
litmus  test 
or  church 


letter)  and  tell  everyone  who  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  mailing  what  the  facts  are.  ” 

“To  do  otherwise  would  not  be 
Christian,”  he  said  during  a  hastily 
planned  visit  to  TM/UMR’s  offices  here. 
“Nothing  is  more  destructive  and  confus¬ 
ing  than  getting  out  false  information.” 

He  said  approximately  200,000  house¬ 
holds  already  have  been  sent  the 
Religious  Roundtable  letter  asking  them 
to  contribute  toward  a  $250,000  effort  to 
stop  the  National  Council  from  “complet¬ 
ing  and  nationally  promoting  a  feminist 
Bible.” 

But  the  NCC  formally  has  not  even  con¬ 
sidered  a  so-called  feminist  Bible.  In 
fact,  a  proposal  for  a  much  more  limited 
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NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  When  it 
comes  to  a  better  understanding  of  wor¬ 
ship,  “we  are  literally  in  a  time  when  a 
little  child  shall  lead  them,”  United 
Methodist  worship  leader  Hoyt  L.  Hick¬ 
man  told  participants  here  last  week  dur¬ 
ing  a  national  consultation  on  children 
and  worship. 

In  his  keynote  address,  Mr.  Hickman 
said  many  churches  have  suddenly 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  children  are  in 
their  midst.  “As  they  struggle  with  what 
to  do  with  children  during  worship, 
they’re  raising  basic  questions  about  the 
role  of  worship  for  persons  of  all  ages  and 
conditions.” 

While  there  were  no  votes,  it  was  ap¬ 
parent  that  most  of  the  participants  op¬ 
posed  segregating  children  from  the  cen¬ 
tral  worship  service  of  the  church.  South 
Carolina  Pastor  Will  Willimon  said,  “We 
can  talk  about  children  in  worship  but 
I’m  not  sure  Jesus  gave  us  any  other  op¬ 
tion  than  to  receive  them  ...  a  church 
can  be  rightly  judged  by  how  it  treats  its 
children.” 

As  “helpless  and  non-productive,” 
children  become  representative  of  “all 
us  little  ones,”  Dr.  Willimon  said.  Every¬ 
body  gets  to  be  a  child  at  one  time  or 
another  and  the  church  is  concerned 
about  these  children  .  .  .  Everybody 
needs  somebody  to  reach  out  to  them 
when  they’re  not  productive  whether  it 
be  as  a  child,  a  mentally  retarded  per¬ 
son,  or  the  elderly  ...  If  there  is  no  place 
for  children  in  worship,  then  there  is  no 
place  for  the  retarded  and  no  place  for 
the  elderly.” 

Discussions  on  children  in  worship  in¬ 
evitably  turn  to  one  of  the  thorniest  is- 
suesPfor  worship  leaders:  the  children’s 
sermon.  Mr.  Hickman  is  not  enthusiastic 
about  children’s  sermons  but  says  they 
have  been  a  “step  forward”  for  many 
people.  “Children’s  sermons  have  at 
least  acknowledged  the  presence  of  chil¬ 
dren  but  they  represent  a  stage  through 
which  we  hopefully  can  pass  to  incorpor¬ 
ate  children  into  the  whole  worship 
experience." 

Exclusion  of  children  from  all  or  parts 
of  the  worship  service  is  not  common  in 
most  rural  or  ethnic  minority  congrega¬ 
tions.  "Excluding  children  is  a  fairly 
recent  phenomenon,”  Dr.  Willimon  said. 
“It  started  about  30  years  ago,  about  the 
same  time  worship  became  a  stuffy  and 
sophisticated  service.” 

Methodist  Theological  School  faculty 
member  Charles  Foster  said  persons 
miss  the  point  when  they  say,  “Children 
don’t  understand  the  sermon  so  they 
shouldn’t  hear  it.” 

“Children  pick  up  a  feeling  of  the  con¬ 
gregation’s  attitude  about  the 
importance  of  the  sermon  long  before 
they  appreciate  or  understand  the  con¬ 
tent,”  he  said.  “Preaching  is  important 
because  it  allows  children  to  ‘overhear’ 
the  Good  News.  Few  of  us  hear  it  direct¬ 
ly.  Our  minds  wander  but  a  phrase  or  a 
story  or  a  message  often  comes  crashing 
through.” 


paraphrase  of  the  Bible  using  “sexually 
inclusive”  language  was  rejected  last 
November  by  the  council’s  Division  of 
Education  and  Ministry  (see  TM/UMR 
Nov.  12). 

Mr.  McAteer  said  he  wasn't  aware  of 
that  information  until  confronted  with  it 
by  TM/UMR  last  week.  The  TM/UMR 
editorial  labeled  as  “deplorable"  the 
Religious  Roundtable’s  “use  of  lies  to 
raise  funds.” 

Mr.  McAteer  denied  that  he  knowingly 
distorted  the  truth,  but  expressed  a 
willingness  to  be  convinced  that  his  letter 
contained  errors  in  fact. 

The  campaign  was  brought  to 
TM/UMR’s  attention  by  a  mailing  from 


the  NCC  denying  the  comments  of  the 
Religious  Roundtable  appeal,  a  copy  of 
which  was  enclosed  for  information. 
When  called  by  TM/UMR,  NCC  officials 
said  they  had  not  contacted  Religious 
Roundtable  to  challenge  the  accuracy  of 
the  mailing. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor  of  TM/UMR,  said:  “If  I’ve 
got  to  meet  my  Waterloo,  I  would  hate 
to  do  it  defending  an  organization  as  un¬ 
popular  as  the  NCC.  But  this  mailing  is  so 
vicious  and  so  blatantly  untrue  that 
someone  has  to  challenge  it.  It  looks  like 
no  one  else  is  going  to  do  it.  Knowing  how 
rumors  such  as  this  multiply,  I  see  no 


Tournament  fosters 
Christian  principles 


By  BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  Writer 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  -  New  Eng¬ 
land  United  Methodists  not  only  do 
battle  with  cold  weather  in  the  winter 
but  also  on  the  basketball  court. 

The  Rhode  Island  Methodist  Basket¬ 
ball -Tournament,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  country,  began  last 
week  with  43  teams  from  16  United 
Methodist  churches  and  one  Primitive 
Methodist  church  team.  Six  hundred 
men,  women  and  children  began  play 
in  10  divisions. 

The  tournament,  which  will  contin¬ 
ue  for  10  weeks,  was  formed  11  years 
ago  as  a  means  to  serve  church  youth. 

“As  the  years  went  by  the  adults 
wanted  to  get  in  on  the  fun  and  cre¬ 
ated  their  own  divisions,”  said  the 
Rev.  Emil  John,  a  UM  minister  and 
sports  writer  who  coordinates  the 
tournament.  The  event  is  entirely  fi¬ 
nanced  and  staffed  by  volunteer  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  lay  members. 


Those  who  play  in  the  tournament 
don’t  have  to  be  a  member  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  church,  but  must  be  affiliated 
with  the  participating  church  in  some 
way. 

Tourney  officials  suggest  to 
churches  that  team  members  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  participate  in  church 
school,  youth  fellowship  and  worship 
services. 

Asked  how  such  a  competitive  sport 
as  basketball  can  be  used  to  foster 
Christian  principles,  Mr.  John,  who  is 
also  sports  editor  of  the  Providence 
Journal,  replied: 

“We  emphasize  that  this  is  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  kids  to  get  a  chance  to 
play  and  not  so  much  to  win  the  cham¬ 
pionship.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
loser  or  a  team  being  eliminated.  All 
play." 

For  example,  the  South  Kingstown 
church’s  midget  division  team  ( 12  and 
under)  was  continuously  beaten,  but 
they  also  received  a  trophy  com- 

in?  It 


The  women’s  teams  from  Trinity  UMC  and  North  Kingstown  try  out  their 
basketball  skills  during  the  first  game  of  the  season  for  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Methodist  Basketball  Tournament. 

PHOTOS  BY  EMIL  P.  JOHN 


In  the  bleak  surroundings  of  the 
Adult  Correctional  Institution’s  gym, 
a  player  from  Trinity  UMC  (#  4) 
attempts  to  make  a  basket  as  he  is 
blocked  by  a  player  from  the  ACI  All- 
Stars. 

mending  the  team  for  its  spirit  and  its 
players  for  trying. 

The  tourney  has  a  Christian’s 
basketball  creed  which  states  in  part: 

I  will  play  the  game  of  basketball  in 
such  a  way  that  the  angels  in  heaven 
will  be  my  cheerleaders, 
because  the  way  I  play  will  be  the 
way  I  live. 

According  to  Mr.  John,  United 
Methodism  in  Rhode  Island  is  the 
smallest  denomination,  yet  the 
tournament  far  exceeds  what  any 
denomination  is  doing  for  its  youth 
here.  Other  denominations  in  Rhode 
Island  have  shown  interest  in  becom¬ 
ing  part  of  the  tourney. 


Volunteers  will  he  needed 


Church  service  agencies  to  feel  cuts 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

Unlike  many  of  their  neighbors,  none  of  the  children  from  low  income  areas  in 
Mobile,  Ala.,  who  attend  the  pre-school  program  at  Dumas-Wesley  Center  ever  have 
failed  the  four-year-old  placement  test  required  of  all  first  graders  entering  the  public 
schools  —  and  some  have  made  the  higher  scores. 

Elderly  or  disabled  persons  in  East  St.  Louis,  III.,  who  need  a  couple  of  hours  of  help 
a  day  in  order  to  live  at  home  instead  of  in  an  institution  can  get  it  through  a  United 
Methodist-sponsored  chore  and  housekeeping  program  that  is  a  part  of  the  Lessie 
Bates  Davis  Neighborhood  House. 


These  examples  represent  two  of  many 
United  Methodist-related  programs 
which  probably  will  be  affected  by  feder¬ 
al  budget  cuts  proposed  by  President 
Reagan  last  week,  according  to  church 
service  agency  officials. 

Church  programs  like  these  do  receive 
some  private  funding,  but  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  range  of  services  to  the  number 
of  people  they  now  serve,  they  also  re¬ 
ceive  state  and  federal  money.  In  some 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Cairo  and 
Amman  Tour 

June  18-26,  1981 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s 
well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 


Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr. 
worship  service. 


Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 


cases,  the  public  contribution  amounts  to 
half  of  the  budget. 

Service  agency  programs  which  de¬ 
pend  upon  CETA  employees  for  staffing 
or  on  Medicaid  reimbursement  pay¬ 
ments  may  be  most  affected,  TM/UMR 
learned  in  interviews  with  health  and 
welfare  officials  and  community  center 
directors. 

Programs  not  slated  for  direct  cuts 
could  be  affected  indirectly  by  another 
Reagan  proposal  —  block  grants  to  the 
states  for  human  services  —  depending 
on  how  the  states  choose  to  use  them. 
CETA  employees  help 

The  Alabama  pre-school  program  uses 
CETA  employees  in  its  classrooms  to 
meet  student-staff  ratios  required  by  law 
for  funding  and  certification. 

“If  10  people  came  in  here  to  volunteer 
because  of  all  the  (federal)  cutbacks,”  it 
would  help  to  fill  the  gap  that  will  be  left 
by  the  absence  of  the  CETA  employees, 
said  Clara  Ester,  Dumas-Wesley  pro¬ 
gram  director. 

If  the  Reagan  proposal  is  passed  by 
Congress,  CETA  will  end  Sept.  30. 

The  chore  and  housekeeping  program 
is  an  outreach  service  provided  to  800 
elderly  or  disabled  persons  at  the  UM- 
related  Neighborhood  House.  Executive 
director  Bill  Kreeb  said  about  half  of  the 
center’s  funding  comes  from  federal  or 
state  sources. 

“I  think  it’s  really  difficult  to  say” 
what  effects  will  come  with  proposed 
federal  cuts,  he  said,  explaining  that  he 
didn’t  think  the  programs  used  most  heavily 
by  the  center  will  be  drastically  pared. 

“There  is  the  possibility  that  if  the 
federal  government  gives  the  state  more 
control  over  lump  sums  of  money,  and  if 
the  state  changes  its  policies  and 
priorities,  then  we  could  be  hurt.  The 
people  in  the  community  then  will  have 
to  be  willing  to  do  a  lot  of  lobbying,”  Mr. 
Kreeb  said,  in  order  to  get  legislators  to 
continue  funding  his  center’s  programs. 

Medicaid  supplements 

United  Methodist-related  homes  for 
the  aging,  which  receive  a  mix  of 
state  and  federal  funds  from  Medicaid 
reimbursements,  may  be  in  for  their  own 
problems  due  to  proposed  federal  Medi- 


responsible  alternative  but  for  us  to  take 
it  on.” 

As  the  issue  containing  TM/UMR’s 
editorial  went  to  press,  the  TM/UMR 
staff  began  work  on  a  followup  news 
story.  On  Tuesday,  Feb.  17,  a  call  was 
made  to  the  Rev.  Herb  Bowdoin  of 
Orlando,  Fla.,  who  is  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Evangelists.  Dr.  Bowdoin’s  name  was 
among  those  on  the  mass-mailed  letters. 
He  said  he  is  the  only  United  Methodist 
on  the  Religious  Roundtable  board. 

Dr.  Bowdoin  said  he  did  not  remember 
having  seen  the  letter.  When  informed  of 
obvious  inaccuracies  in  the  letter,  he  res¬ 
ponded  that  he  would  call  Mr.  McAteer. 

On  Wednesday  morning  Mr.  McAteer 
called  TM/UMR  and  said  Dr.  Bowdoin 
had  asked  him  to  meet  with  Dr.  Dunnam 
to  discuss  the  NCC  action.  Mr.  McAteer 


Only  then,  Mr.  McAteer  said,  did  he  de¬ 
clare,  “let  ’er  rip.” 

He  said  he  and  Mr.  Rowe  provided 
basic  information  and  turned  it  over  to  a 
direct-mail  expert  to  write  the  letter. 

TM/UMR  contacted  Miss  Gibbes  at 
New  York  Theological  Seminary  where 
she  has  taught  since  her  retirement  from 
the  NCC  Dec.  31.  She  indicated  that  it 
would  have  been  easy  to  have  been  mis¬ 
led  by  many  of  the  news  media  reports 
last  fall. 

The  early  U.S.  News  &  World  Report 
story  “was  full  of  errors,”  she  said.  She 
later  wrote  asking  for  a  correction.  She 
said  she  doesn’t  know  if  a  correction  was 
published. 

More  trouble  came,  she  said,  when  the 
NCC  division  met,  and  rejected  a  para¬ 
phrase  of  the  Bible  but  authorized  the 
division  to  choose  a  committee  to  create 


A  TM/UMR  Interpretive 


caid  cuts,  according  to  Charles  Frazier, 
head  of  the  services  to  the  aging  for  the 
denomination. 

“Roughly  20  percent  of  the  residential 
and  health  care  ministry  corporations 
operating  income  comes  from  some  type 
of  government  supplement,”  explained 
Mr.  Frazier.  He  said  this  figure  is  based 
on  reports  prepared  by  118  such  corpora¬ 
tions. 

Federal  rent  subsidies,  Medicaid  and 
Medicare  (which  is  not  expected  to  be 
cut)  are  included  in  the  20  percent  figure. 

Mr.  Frazier  said  while  an  impact  will 
be  felt  from  Medicaid  cuts,  the  specific 
effects  of  reductions  will  be  determined 
by  the  states,  since  states  determine  the 
reimbursement  rates  for  Medicaid. 

Medicaid  payments  now  range  from 
“very  inadequate”  in  some  states  to 
“quite  adequate”  in  others.  If  a  state 
reduces  its  payments  for  Medicaid 
patients,  the  impact  on  a  particular 
home  will  be  directly  proportional  to  the 
number  of  Medicaid  residents  it  serves, 
he  said. 

“Any  decrease  in  reimbursements  — 
assuming  an  agency  continues  to  serve 
Medicaid  residents  —  will  have  to  be 
made  up  through  outside  fund  raising  or 
private  sources,”  Mr.  Frazier  added. 

A  more  drastic  step  would  be  for  a 
home  to  ask  Medicaid  residents  to  leave 
so  they  could  be  replaced  by  those  who 
could  pay  the  full  cost  of  their  care,  he 
said.  Medicaid  does  not  always  cover  the 
cost  or  residential  care. 

Student  loans  educate 

Enrollment  at  United  Methodist 
colleges  could  be  affected  by  proposed 
cuts  in  the  federal  student  loan 
programs,  say  higher  education  officials. 
What  family  income  guidelines  are 
adopted  for  federal  student  loan 
eligibility  is  most  likely  to  determine  the 
effect. 

If  students  from  homes  with  a  family 
income  of  $20,000  a  year  are  excluded 
from  the  programs,  Dr.  Elias  Blake, 
president  of  Clark  College  in  Atlanta, 
said,  "We  would  be  hurt  pretty  severely." 

If  family  maximum  income  guidelines 
drop  still  lower,  he  said,  it  will  become 
even  more  difficult  for  many  black 
students  to  go  to  college  —  in  either  UM- 
related  or  less  expensive  state  schools. 
He  said  about  half  of  the  students  at 
Clark  came  from  families  with  annual  in¬ 
comes  of  $10,000  or  less. 

While  the  impact  of  student  loan  cuts 
might  not  be  as  apparent  at  larger 
United  Methodist-related  schools,  Dr. 
Ken  Yemada  of  the  UM  division  of  higher 
education  said  the  overall  effects  could 
be  “substantial.” 


said  that  since  he  was  in  North  Texas  for 
a  fund  raising  meeting  and  because  he 
wouldn’t  want  to  do  anything  “to  hurt  my 
dear  friend,  Dr.  Bowdoin,”  he  would 
come  to  the  TM/UMR  offices  that  after¬ 
noon. 

Promises  to  check 

After  a  lively,  and  at  times  heated, 
three-hour  meeting  with  Mr.  Dunnam, 
Managing  Editor  Sharon  Mielke,  and  this 
writer,  Mr.  McAteer  said  he  would  take 
the  information  provided  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  discuss  it  with  his  organi¬ 
zation’s  executive  director,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Rowe. 

They  met  Thursday  evening  over 
dinner.  Friday  morning,  Mr.  McAteer 
called  TM/UMR  and  admitted  there  are 
mistakes  in  his  letter.  He  also  said  that 
he  intended  to  go  to  the  NCC  offices  to  be 
certain  of  the  facts  and  probably  will 
mail  his  correction  letters  within  10  days. 

The  visits  with  Mr.  McAteer  and  phone 
interviews  with  many  other  parties  in¬ 
volved  in  this  phantom-feminist-Bible 
episode  provide  a  revealing  look  into  how 
a  political  action  group  —  in  this  case 
related  to  the  “New  Religious  Right”  — 
finds  an  issue  and  develops  it  into  a 
major  campaign  to  coalesce  support 
around  a  larger  cause. 

This  story  also  provides  a  glimpse  into 
how  information  can  be  poorly  communi¬ 
cated  and  how  quickly  such  faulty  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  further  distorted  and 
spread  by  others. 

Mr.  McAteer  readily  acknowledged 
that,  when  he  chooses  an  issue,  he 
doesn’t  relate  it  to  the  masses  in  a  calm, 
studious  tone:  “I  use  shocking  letters  — 
stimulating  letters.  I’m  appealing  to  in¬ 
stincts.  There’s  nothing  wrong  with 
instincts.” 

He  had  been  asked  about  one  section  of 
the  mass-mailed  letter  which  asks  the 
reader  to  “imagine  the  consequences  (if 
a  non-sexist)  ‘Bible’  like  this  was 
accepted  for  reading  in  schools. 

“Disobedience  and  violence  is  already 
running  wild  in  our  public  schools,”  the 
letter  continues. 

“Immorality,  drug  abuse,  homosexu¬ 
ality  are  already  far  too  common  for 
many  of  America’s  boys  and  girls.” 

How  a  “non-sexist  Bible"  would  aggra¬ 
vate  those  social  ills  the  letter  does  not  say. 

Salesman  of  ideas 

Mr.  McAteer,  one  of  three  men  who 
successfully  wedded  conservative 
Christians  and  conservative  politics  into 
the  recent  phenomenon  called  the  “New 
Religious  Right”  said  in  the  meeting  that 
he  is  basically  a  salesman  of  ideas  rather 
than  a  theologian.  “However,”  he  said, 

“I  don't  want  the  letters  to  be  dishonest.” 
He  claimed  Religious  Roundtable  took 
special  precautions  to  be  certain  its 
information  about  a  feminist  Bible  was 
correct. 

He  said  he  first  began  thinking  about 
tackling  the  issue  when  he  read  about 
possible  NCC  consideration  last  October 
in  a  story  in  U.S.  News  &  World  Report. 
He  followed  up  by  talking  to  a  friend  at 
the  magazine. 

News  reports  in  various  newspapers 
after  the  NCC  meeting  in  November  fur¬ 
ther  convinced  him  the  issue  was  right 
for  Religious  Roundtable,  he  said. 

He  still  wasn’t  sure  of  his  information, 
so  he  asked  Church  League  in  America, 
“the  main  investigator  of  the  NCC.”  The 
League  confirmed  the  information,  he 
said. 

But  before  he  would  allow  the  cam¬ 
paign  letter  to  go  out,  he  said,  he  asked 
Mr.  Rowe  to  talk  to  Emily  Gibbes,  head 
of  the  NCC  education  division.  Mr. 
McAteer  said  his  executive  director  later 
told  him  that  Miss  Gibbes  not  only  con¬ 
firmed  the  information  but  caused  him  to 
believe  the  letter  should  be  stronger.  Mr. 
Rowe  says  he  has  notes  of  the  conver¬ 
sation. 


an  experimental  lectionary  in  which 
scripture  verses  would  be  paraphrased 
to  use  inclusive  language  (see  TM/UMR 
Feb.  20). 

‘‘News  stories  were  erroneous, 
bigoted,  vicious  and  often  slanted  to  the 
sensational,”  Miss  Gibbes  wrote  in  a 
memo  to  all  members  of  the  NCC  board 
in  December.  Headlines  said  “NCC  is  de¬ 
manning  the  Bible,”  “NCC  votes  to 
neuter  God,”  “NCC  votes  to  de-sex  the 
Bible,”  Miss  Gibbes  wrote.  The  resulting 
calls  were  more  than  her  office  could 
handle,  she  stated. 

Miss  Gibbes  said  she  cannot  remember 
talking  to  anybody  from  Religious 
Roundtable,  but  that  she  has  no  reason  to 
believe  she  did  not  —  “there  were  so 
many  calls.” 

But  she  declared:  “There  is  no  way  I 
could  have  put  out  information  that 
would  lead  a  person  to  think  the  things  in 


Mr.  McAteer 
of  Religious 
Roundtable 


that  (Religious  Roundtable)  letter  .  .  . 
The  first  thing  I  said  to  all  callers  was 
that  the  National  Council  is  making  no 
changes  in  the  Bible.  I  was  on  at  least  10 
talk  shows  across  the  country 
explaining  the  facts.  ” 

What  are  the  facts? 

TM/UMR  asked  Dr.  J.  Blain  Fister, 
acting  director  of  the  education  division. 
Although  the  Religious  Roundtable  cam¬ 
paign  uses  such  sentences  as  “this  anti- 
Christian  translation  ignores  God  as  our 
Father,”  not  a  single  verse  has  been 
paraphrased  yet  because  the  committee 
hasn’t  even  been  chosen.  Dr.  Fister  said. 

Denominations  such  as  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  are  members 
of  the  NCC,  are  submitting  nominations 
for  the  committee  now. 

Dr.  Fister  said  the  committee  mainly 
will  be  looking  for  verses  where  words 
such  as  “men”  are  used  and  it  is  obvious 
th^t  the  writer  or  speaker  meant  “men 
and  women.”  The  committee  also  will 
try  to  find  ways  to  paraphrase  words  that 
suggest  God  has  only  male  character¬ 
istics,  he  said.  That  might  mean  using 
“God”  twice  in  a  sentence  instead  of 
using  “he.” 

Mr.  McAteer  said  he  doesn’t  trust  the 
NCC  even  with  the  experimental  lection¬ 
ary  :  “I  see  the  intent  of  this  thing.  I  think 
we  have  to  cut  it  off  at  the  pass." 

He  said  he  is  uncertain  if  he  will  modify 
his  campaign  to  oppose  the  lectionary  or 
just  let  the  issue  rest  for  a  while.  “We 
already  were  into  a  couple  of  other  letter 
campaigns  about  other  issues.” 

Mr.  McAteer,  who  often  refers  to  his 
past  career  as  a  salesman  for  a  soap  and 
personal  products  company,  said  it  is  no 
secret  that  organizations  such  as  his 
have  to  find  volatile  issues  to  get  people’s 
attention  as  well  as  their  contributions. 
Thus  far,  he  had  raised  about  $12,000 
from  the  mass  mailing,  which  is  “about 
enough  to  cover  costs." 

His  motives  are  pure,  Mr.  McAteer 
said.  “I’m  sincere  about  trying  to  turn 
things  around  morally  in  this  country.” 
He  said  he  believes  most  people  have  the 
same  values:  “They  want  the  country  to 
be  strong  militarily,  they  are  against 
abortion,  they  are  for  the  traditional 
family  and  they  all  have  a  common 
enemy.  .  .communism.” 

Mr.  McAteer’s  overriding  concern  is 
that  “the  communists  are  surrounding 
us.”  Religious  leaders  are  among  the 
worst  at  being  deceived  that  this  isn’t  a 
main  issue,  he  said. 


People  in  the  news . . . 

Still  farming  .  .  .  but 

Farming  is  something  Aloha  and 
Burt  Wyckoff  have  done  in  Washington 
most  of  their  lives  —  but  it  will  be  a  bit 
different  this  year. 

The  couple,  members  of  Royal  City 
UMC,  will  leave  this  spring  for  a  four- 
year  agricultural  mission  tour  in  Afri¬ 
ca  where  they  will  plant  food  crops. 

"One  of  our  major  objectives  will  be 
to  train  Africans  to  take  over  the 
farm,"  explained  Mr.  Wyckoff,  who  is 
currently  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  the  North¬ 
west. 

Mrs.  Wyckoff  is  a  former  Pacific 
Northwest  conference  lay  leader. 

"We've  been  planning  this  for  a 
number  of  years,"  Mr.  Wyckoff  said. 

They  are  going  for  the  United 


'  V 

Aloha  and  Burt  Wyckoff 

Church  of  Christ,  since  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  this  time  had  no 
openings  of  this  sort  for  the  couple. 
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Civil  rights 
‘ally’  said 
‘adversary’ 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  The 
communication  media  used  to  be  "an 
ally  in  our  struggle"  for  human  rights, 
but  may  now  be  an  adversary,  a  well- 
known  preacher  and  civil  rights  leader 
told  United  Methodist  Church  communi¬ 
cators  here  earlier  this  month. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  Atlanta 
UM  pastor  and  president  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference,  made 
that  assessment  primarily  of  the  secular 
or  commercial  media,  as  he  said  "the 
burden  of  communicating  the  authentic 
message  rests  with  the  church  press,  be¬ 
cause  the  commercial  press  is  not  free.” 

Dr.  Lowery  gave  the  keynote  address 
to  the  annual  gathering  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Communi¬ 
cators,  which  some  50  persons  attended, 
on  the  theme  of  "Communications, 
Justice  and  Human  Rights  in  the  ’80s.” 
Most  sessions  were  held  at  Clark  College, 
one  of  the  black  schools  related  to  the  de¬ 
nomination  and  home  of  a  large  com¬ 
munication  training  program. 

The  civil  rights  leader  cited  as  current 
or  approaching  problems  in  human 
rights  the  U.S.  tendency  to  "find  tyrants 
of  the  right  more  palatable”  than  those  of 
the  left,  "our  continued  sanction  of  op¬ 
pression  in  South  Africa,"  a  policy  of 
"non-communication  with  3Vi  million 
people  (the  Palestinians),"  resurgence 
of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  a  new  emphasis  on 
state’s  rights  ( “which  for  us  blacks  have 
traditionally  meant  state’s  wrongs” ) . 

In  a  panel  presentation,  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  Dunnam  III,  editor  of  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter, 
responded,  “If  the  media  was  ever  an 
ally,  it  was  not  doing  its  job  properly  .  .  . 
Its  job  is  to  report  messages,  not  to  ad¬ 
vocate,  not  become  the  message." 
Lenora  C.  Stephens,  communications 
professor  at  Clark  College,  said  activists 
need  to  “take  advantage  of  current 
trends"  and  keep  interest  going  beyond 
10  days.  Louise  Gray  of  the  UM  Commun¬ 
ications  staff  said  “Christian  communi¬ 
cations  must  do  more  than  reflect  what 
we  think  the  public  wants.” 

First-of-their-kind  awards  were 
presented  to  Darrell  R.  Shamblin,  editor 
of  The  Interpreter,  best  magazine  and 
feature  article;  Tom  Burger,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  United  Methodist,  best  newspaper; 
Donald  Wood,  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
best  audio-visual;  Jean  Caffey  Lyles  of 
the  Christian  Century,  best  editorial  and 
newswriting;  Maryneal  Jones,  South 
Carolina  UM  Advocate,  best  use  of 
photo;  Leonard  Perryman,  editor  of  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Resource 
Packet,  best  promotional  material,  and 
Joe  L.  Gipson,  publisher  of  Orientation 
’80,  best  layout  and  design. 

African- set  goals 
acquire  grants 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  (UMNS)  —  In  its 
first  attempt  to  make  grants  on  the  basis 
of  African-set  priorities,  the  Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
awarded  sums  totaling  $300,000  to  ap¬ 
proximately  25  projects  at  its  meeting 
here  the  third  week  in  January. 

Lois  Miller,  head  of  the  World  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  all  projects  chosen  fell 
into  one  of  three  categories:  leadership 
development,  evangelism  and  church  de¬ 
velopment. 

Participating  in  the  decisions  were  27 
Africans  representing  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  in  Angola,  Liberia, 
Mozambique,  Nigeria,  Sierra  Leone, 
Zimbabwe  and  three  in  Zaire.  Also 
present  were  12  Americans. 
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Needs  being  met 
Physical  .  . .  Mental  . . .  Spiritual 
In  hospitals,  schools,  churches 


Ministries  of  love 
In  the  U.S.  and  90  other  nations 
To  children,  youth  and  adults 

You  and  your  church  play  a  part 
in  vital  Christian  outreach 


€ 


For  more  information 
on  World  Service  write 

United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  IL  60201 


Church  and  Society  meets 


Board  seeks  to  rebuild  following 


‘The  Acorn 


PeopI 


to  air  March  2 


Ted  Bessell  helps  Shawn  -  . 
Kennedy  up  the  mountain  «F« 
in  a  scene  from  “The  Acorn 
People,"  an  NBC-TV  movie 
based  on  the  Abingdon 
book  of  the  same  name. 

The  movie  will  be  aired 
March  2,  8-10  p.m.  (CST). 

The  story  is  an  account  of 
the  author’s  experience  as 
a  summer  camp  counselor 
for  severely  handicapped 
children,  most  of  whom 
will  not  live  past  their 
teens. 
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the  church  today 


‘No  ransom’  policy  for 
missionaries  made  official 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (RNS)  -  The  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
made  official  its  unwritten  rule  never  to 
pay  ransom  if  one  of  its  workers  is 
kidnapped. 

Although  nine  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  been  killed  in  the  board’s 
135-year  history,  records  indicate  that 
none  was  ever  kidnapped  for  ransom. 

The  statement  said  that  to  pay  ransom' 
for  a  missionary  “would  raise  serious 
questions  regarding  our  theology,  our 
mission  concepts  and  our  stewardship.  It 
would  place  every  other  member  of  our 
missionary  family  in  immediate 
jeopardy.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  Southern  Baptist 
board  noted  that  missionaries  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether 
to  leave  or  stay  in  "troublesome  areas,” 
and  that  "unnecessary  risks  are  discour¬ 
aged.” 

Black  Methodists  name 
new  executive  director 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  The  Rev. 
Preston  C.  Jones  Sr.,  an  associate 
director  of  the  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference  Council  office  here  since 
April  1977,  has  been  appointed  national 
executive  director  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR).  The 
appointment  will  be  effective  June  1. 

Jointly  making 
the  announcement 
last  week  were 
Missouri  Area 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy 
Jr.  and  the  Rev. 

Vance  Summers 
Jr.,  chairperson  of 
the  54-member 
BMCR  board  of 
directors. 

Mr.  Jones,  39, 
will  direct  the  work  of  the  BMCR  office  in 
Atlanta  which,  including  the  director, 
has  four  full-time  staff  members  and 
several  serving  part  time. 

He  will  replace  Thelma  Barnes,  direc¬ 
tor  since  1974,  who  is  stepping  down  to  de¬ 
vote  more  time  to  her  family. 

Kim  ‘formula’  helps 
locate  Korean  Americans 

How  can  we  establish  a  Korean  Church 
when  we  don’t  have  any  Korean-Amer- 
icans  in  our  community!  That’s  the  exas¬ 
perated  reply  the  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim, 
Korean-American  pastor,  often  gets 
when  he  suggests  such  action  in  any 
given  community.  So  Mr.  Kim,  a 
member  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  chairperson  of  the  Asian 
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YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  This  summer,  full  time  Music 
very  helpful.  Excellent  salary  &  benefits.  Write  St 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church,  111  Cloudcroft,  San 
Antonio,  TX.  78228  or  call  (512  )  433-7639 


NEW  TAX  RULING 
HITS  CLERGY  HARD 

A  recent  ruling  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  now  forbids  cler¬ 
gy  to  use  Schedule  C  when  filing 
their  income  tax  returns.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this  decision  could  cost  a 
clergyperson  $100  or  more  in 
extra  taxes. 

HOWEVER  . .  . 

,  .  .  we  believe  we  have  found 
a  perfectly  legal  way,  consistent 
with  the  new  IRS  ruling,  for  UM 
Clergy  to  retain  most  of  the  same 
tax  benefits  they  had  previously. 
We  offer  this  to  you  on  a  no-risk 
basis. 

For  more  information  on  this 
novel  method  of  filing  your  tax 
return,  send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  long  envelope  io: 

Kodiak  Enterprises 

P.  O.  Box  6196 

Big  Bear  Lake,  CA  92315 


Ministries  Committee  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  suggests  that  they 
apply  what  he  calls  the  ‘Kim  formula.’ 

The  formula  is  simple  but  effective: 
Local  telephone  books  may  cover  a  town, 
an  entire  county,  a  suburb  or  several 
suburbs  or  an  area  of  exurbia.  A  look 
under  the  listing  for  “Kim"  will  show 
how  many  there  are  in  the  area.  All 
"Kim’s  are  Korean,”  says  Mr.  Kim.  No 
other  race  has  the  name  —  not  Japanese, 
not  Chinese.  And  20  percent  of  all 
Koreans  are  named  “Kim.”  So  it  is  safe 
to  count  the  Kim’s  and  multiply  by  five. 
A  list  of  20  "Kim’s"  means  that  approx¬ 
imately  100  Korean-American  families 
are  in  an  area  and  approximately  400-500 
Korean-Americans.  Divide  that  number 
by  half,  since  50  percent  of  all  Koreans  go 
to  church,  and  that  is  approximately  the 
number  of  people  who  will  be  available 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Korean 
Church. 

Congressman  calls  for  moral 
force  of  ‘urban  guerrillas’ 

PHILADELPHIA  -  A  United 
Methodist  congressman  called  for 
"urban  guerrillas”  here  to  help  preserve 
the  nation’s  older  cities  from  decay. 

Congressman  Robert  W.  Edgar,  a  min¬ 
isterial  member  of  the  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  conference,  said  "urban  guerril¬ 
las”  would  use  moral  and  political  force 
to  preserve  older  cities  as  centers  of 
civilization. 

He  said  they  would  also  make  certain 
that  federal  tax  relief  is  given  to  persons 
who  really  need  it  —  those  living  in  areas 
of  high  unemployment  and  owners  of 
small  business  —  not  to  those  wealthy 
enough  to  make  a  big  noise  about  how 
heavily  taxed  they  are. 

The  congressman  also  admonished 
such  persons  to  worry  about  energy 
issues,  to  do  something  about  the  cities’ 
crumbling  water-mains,  sewers,  streets 
and  transportation  systems,  and  to  lobby 
for  the  direction  of  federal  spending  to¬ 
ward  the  nation’s  depressed  areas,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  story  in  the  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  TM/UMR. 


BY  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

CLARKSVILLE,  Ind.  -  The  social 
action  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  last  weekend  called  on  the  Soviet 
Union  to  pull  its  troops  from  the  Polish 
border  and  urged  the  United  States  to 
permanently  halt  all  military  aid  to  El 
Salvador. 

The  92-member  general  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  meeting  in  a  semi¬ 
annual  session  in  this  Louisville,  Ky., 
suburb,  also  adopted  statements  on  the 
Reagan  Administration’s  proposed 
budget  cuts,  abortion,  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
other  topics. 

But  underlying  much  of  the  business 
was  a  concern  expressed  by  many  board 
members  to  make  the  study  of  issues  and 
work  on  resolutions  more  meaningful  by 
relating  better  with  church  members  on 
the  local  level. 

“We  have  reached  the  point  in 
Protestantism  —  and  I  think  the 
Catholics  are  close  to  that  point  —  where 
we  speak  to  legislatures,  but  they  know 
there  are  no  troops  behind  the 
resolutions,"  said  Illinois  Area  Bishop 
Leroy  C.  Hodapp  in  an  interview. 

"We’ve  got  to  rebuild  a  constituency,” 
said  the  bishop,  who  is  president  of  the 
board. 

The  recently  completed,  massive 
reorganization  of  the  staff  is  supposed  to 
better  help  the  general  board  hear  the 
social  concerns  at  local  levels'  and  to 
communicate  its  own  concerns  to  United 
Methodists,  Bishop  Hodapp  said.  That 
should  enable  the  board’s  actions  not 
only  to-  better  reflect  the  grassroots 
concerns,  but  to  carry  more  weight,  he 
said. 

"We’ve  got  to  be  careful  about  taking 
positions  we  don’t  know  enough  about  to 
defend,"  said  Byron  Tranger  of  the 


Holston  Annual  Conference.  He  said  that 
is  the  reason  some  of  the  committees  of 
the  newly  organized  board  are 
developing  resolutions  slowly. 

The  Social  and  Economic  Justice 
Committee  worked  several  hours 
developing  methods  for  the  board  to 
respond  to  complaints  of  conferences  and 
churches. 

The  committee  called  for  a  policy  of 
meeting  with  complainants.  "In  those 
meetings  with  local  church  people,  we 
need  opportunity  for  a  period  of  Bible 
study,  prayer  and  reflection  on  the 
issues,"  said  the  Rev.  George  Ogle,  head 
of  the  board's  Social  and  Economic 
Justice  Department.  The  board  heartily 
endorsed  the  spirit  of  that  approach. 

The  board,  composed  of 
representatives  from  each  annual 
conference,  stressed  peace  and  economic 
justice  in  its  issues  debate.  Opposition  to 
intervention  of  one  government  into  the 
affairs  of  another  nation  was  especially 
strong. 

Here’s  what  several  of  the  board’s 
resolutions  said: 

•  Poland:  The  Soviet  Union  should 
renounce  publicly  the  use  of  military 
force  in  Poland.  The  board  also  opposed 
intervention  by  any  nation  —  "whether 
military,  financial  or  other  —  which 
attempts  to  deny  this  right  (of  workers) 
for  freedom  of  association  and 
expression  (by  means  of  intimidation) 

•  El  Salvador:  The  United  States 
through  Congressional  resolution 
should  call  on  all  other  governments  or 
outside  groups  to  terminate  their 
military  aid  to  this  violence-tom  nation. 
The  board  expressed  solidarity  with  the 
"persecuted  church’’  in  El  Salvador 
which  has  earned  a  halt  in  U.S.  military 
aid.  The  board  voted  down  an 


amendment  by  Leo  Baker  of  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  that  would  have 
expressed  support  for  the  centrist 
government’s  land  reform  program. 

•  Abortion:  Congress  should  reject  a 
constitutional  amendment  banning 
abortion.  An  amendment  would  be 
“abhorrent”  partly  because  it  likely 
would  mean  that  certain  forms  of 
contraception  such  as  the  1UD  and  the 
pill  would  become  illegal  due  to  language 
which  delcares  that  fertilized  eggs  are 
persons  entitled  to  constitutional  rights. 

•  Federal  budget  cuts:  In  an  open 
letter  to  all  United  Methodists,  the  board 
said  it  recognizes  the  "serious  problem 
in  our  economy  created  by  inflation,"  but 
it  is  concerned  about  President  Reagan’s 
proposed  budget  cuts.  The  letter  asks 
laity  and  clergy  to  consider  whether  the 
cuts  place  an  increasingly  heavy  burden 
on  the  elderly,  unemployed,  single¬ 
parent  families  and  persons  with  low 
incomes.  It  also  asks  United  Methodists 
whether  their  states  can  adequately 
provide  human  services  if  the 
responsibility  shifts  to  them.  Church 
members  are  urged  to  communicate 
their  conclusions  to  members  of 
Congress. 

The  resolutions,  which  passed  with 
only  one  or  two  dissenting  votes,  serve  as 
guidelines  for  staff  actions,  particularly 
in  relating  to  legislators,  and  to  help 
educate  members  of  the  denomination. 
Copies  of  the  complete  resolutions  are  at 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002. 

A  search  committee,  seeking  a  chief 
executive  to  replace  the  Rev.  George 
Outen,  who  died  Christmas  Eve, 
reported  it  plans  to  present  a  nominee  for 
the  post  at  the  June  24  executive 
committee  meeting  of  the  board. 


Bishop  raps  TV  news  on  Iran 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  - 
Commercial  television  news  is  to  blame 
for  having  "declared  war”  on  Iran  and 
for  dehumanizing  its  people,  according  to 
United  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White, 
who  twice  visited  Iran  during  the  hostage 
crisis. 

Bishop  White  told  Baltimore  and 
Peninsula  Conference  ministers  that  the 
biggest  problem  with  media  coverage  of 
the  crisis  was  the  lack  of  balance. 

While  specifically  citing  commercial 
television,  he  added  that  the  U.S.  press 
“invariably  stereotypes  Muslims," 
indulges  in  "racist  and  religious  deni¬ 
gration”  and  violates  standards  of 
fairness.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  bishop,  who  sup¬ 


ervises  the  church  in  New  Jersey,  called 
for  the  church  to  develop  its  own  "intelli¬ 
gence  service”  with  information  from 
missionaries  and  others  who  are  "in  close 
touch  with  those  at  the  grass  roots.”  Such 
information  and  interpretation,  he  said, 
should  not  be  taken  alone,  but  laid 
"alongside  the  official  line  from  govern¬ 
ments”  which  is  picked  up  by  the  press. 

Bishop  White  visited  Iran  in  December 
1979  and  again  in  the  summer  of  1980, 
conferring  with  officials,  but  did  not  see 
the  hostages. 

Bishop  White  admitted  "much  that 
was  reported  of  Iran  on  the  negative  side 
was  justified,”  but  said  “what  is  missing 
is  balance,  reporting  and  analysis  of 


Billboard  tells  message  to  Memphis 

MEMPHIS  —  This  billboard  does  not  keep  the  best  company  as  it  stands  between 
advertisements  for  a  car  wash  and  for  gin,  but  the  message  certainly  stands  out.  The 
billboard  messages  will  be  featured  for  six  months  with  three  changes  of  message, 
according  to  Highland  Heights  United  Methodist  Church  ministers. 

MEMPHIS  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


moderate  leaders’  positions.”  While 
there  was  "much  brutality,  flouting  of 
international  law,  rhetoric  from  re¬ 
ligious  leaders,  religious  discrimination 
and  vigilante  brutality,”  at  the  same 
time  “many  Iranians  were  struggling  for 
rationality  at  great  risk  to  themselves” 
and  were  trying  to  protect  the  hostages 
and  get  them  home. 

During  the  crisis,  the  media  showed  a 
lack  of  readiness  to  provide  for  careful 
analysis  or  interpretation  of  events,  said 
the  bishop.  Even  in  the  interviews  with 
the  returned  hostages,  there  appeared  to 
be  a  “ground  rule  to  forbid  them  from 
making  positive  statements  about  their 
captors.”  Stressing  that  he  did  "not  want 
to  underestimate  the  sufferings  of  the 
hostages  and  their  families,”  he  said 
there  was  a  tendency  in  the  reporting  "to 
highlight  the  most  severe  dimensions”  of 
their  experiences. 

He  said  television  had  been  "system¬ 
atically  stereotyping  and  dehumanizing 
the  Iranian  people  and  defaming  the 
Muslim  faith."  Rather  than  reporting  the 
news,  he  claimed,  they  were  "manufac¬ 
turing  a  grotesque  image  and  labeling  it 
Iran.” 

For  instance,  he  said,  on  his  first  visit 
to  Iran  he  had  expected  to  find  the  nation 
in  chaos  because  of  the  news  but  found 
life  in  Teheran  fairly  normal  except  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  U.S.  Embassy  where 
the  hostages  were  held. 

Bishop  White  did  note  some  “excellent 
reporting”  by  the  media,  particularly 
Public  Broadcasting  System’s 
“McNeil/Lehrer  Report,”  as  well  as 
ABC-TV’s  "Nightline. ’’ 

He  said  there  tends  to  develop  a  "feed¬ 
back  loop”  in  which  the  public  and  the 
media  reinforce  each  other’s  views,  es¬ 
pecially  the  most  inflammatory  ones. 


' Book  Review- 


Author  tells  how  to  find  riches 


(“Living  More  With  Less,”  Doris 
Longacre,  1980,  $6.95,  Herald  Press) 

"There  are  two  ways  to  be  rich:  1. 
Acquire  great  wealth.  2.  Acquire  few 
needs.” 

Doris  Janzen  Longacre  dedicated 
"Living  More  With  Less”  to  her  husband 
Paul  "...  whose  gentle  loving  helped 
bring  hope  to  me  and  life  to  this  book.”  It 
is  ironic  that  she  brought  hope  to  the 
world  and  at  the  same  time  brought  her 
own  life  to  this  book,  for  she  died  of 
cancer  at  the  age  of  39  before  the  manu¬ 
script  was  completed. 

And  yet  she  is  alive  within  the  book,  for 
it  thrives  with  the  stories  of  Mennonites 
awakened  to  Isaiah’s  probing  question, 
“Why  do  you  spend  your  money  for  that 
which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labor  for 
that  which  does  not  satisfy?  Eat  what  is 
good  that  your  soul  may  live.  "(55:2-3) 

"Living  More  With  Less”  is  a  book  for 
people  who  feel  something  is  wrong  with 
the  way  North  Americans  live  and  are 
ready  to  talk  about  change  ...  a  book 
about  rediscovering  what  is  good  and 
true  .  .  .  about  beauty,  healing,  and  hope, 
a  book  about  getting  more,  not  less.  If 
one  does  not  know  of  the  hungry  and  suf¬ 
fering  in  the  world,  "...  this  book  is  not 
for  you.  Unless  there  is  at  least  a 
whisper,  and  maybe  a  shout,  within  you 
against  rich  living,  lay  this  aside.  Truth 
comes  only  to  those  who  must  have  it, 
who  want  it  badly  enough.  And  gifts  of 
healing  come  only  to  those  willing  to 
change.” 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  sections. 
The  first  is  a  description,  both  Biblical 
and  contemporary  of  what  it  means  to 
live  more  with  less  in  the  world.  The 
second  part  is  a  “Living  Testimonies” 


from  Mennonites  all  over  the  world.  It  is 
divided  into  categories  from  Money  and 
Clothes  to  Celebrations  and 
Strengthening  Each  Other.  Each  chapter 
is  like  a  Christmas  stocking  —  full  of 
treasures:  vignettes,  frustrations,  anec¬ 
dotes,  practical  suggestions. 

AH  of  these  are  from  individuals  and 
families  who  are  striving  to  define  their 
Christian  roles  in  a  secular  society.  It 
contains  hundreds  of  ideas  as  disparate 
as  how  to  feed  groups  at  church  or  at 
home,  make  toys  and  aftershave,  watch 
stars,  mulch,  clean  an  oven,  build  a 
church,  and  always,  how  to  ask  question 
after  question  on  "Am  I  exploiting  or 
nurturing,  hurting  or  aiding,  conforming 
or  nonconforming?" 

I  felt  a  warmth  with  the  people  who 
offered  testimonies:  their  lives  had  no 
pretense!  In  their  risk  to  eliminate  the 
waste  and  glamour  of  our  culture,  they 
became  enriching,  loving  people.  I’d  like 
to  know  them  better.  As  I  read,  I  found 
myself  reading  slower  and  slower,  hating 
to  close  the  book’s  covers  on  the  lives 
represented  there:  a  network  of  an 
extended  family  covering  the  world. 

I  consider  the  book  a  resource  for  fam¬ 
ilies,  individuals,  and  churches  to  be 
used  again  and  again,  both  for  its  prac¬ 
tical  information  and  its  motivating  in¬ 
fluence. 

"Riches  are  like  water  in  the  house 
whose  channels  are  obstructed;  if  it  finds 
no  exit  it  drowns  the  owner.”  —Oriental 
Proverb 

Diana  Holbert  is  a  homemaker  with  a 
husband,  John,  and  two  young  children. 
She  is  a  member  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dallas,  where  she  directs  a 
children's  choir,  and  is  chairperson  of 
the  Worship  Commission. 


Before  you  buy  life  insurance 


Consider  These  Facts 


Among  all  life  insurance 
companies.  Presbyterian  Ministers’ 
Fund  is  the  only  one  which  has 
specialized  in  serving  religious 
leaders  for  so  many  years.  We’ve 
been  at  it  since  1717. 

In  addition  to  a  wealth  of  tradition 
and  experience,  we  offer  some  of 
the  finest  low-cost  life  insurance 
you  can  buy — insurance  designed 
to  meet  your  special  needs. 
Whether  your  need  calls  for 
permanent  protection,  term 
coverage,  a  combination  of  the 
two.  or  for  a  retirement  income 
plan.  PMF  will  have  the  right  plan 
for  you . 

If  you  are  a  professional  religious 
worker,  or  the  son  or  daughter  of 
one. you  and  vour  spouse — 


including  grandchildren  up  to  age 
25  of  an  eligible  grandparent — 
qualify  for  PMF’s  insurance. 

So.  if  these  facts  are  important  to 
you — and  we  believe  they  are — 
make  the  next  insurance  or 
retirement  policy  you  buy  a 
PMF  policy. 

For  information  and  assistance, 
write  or  call  us  TOLL  FREE:  800- 
523-4810  (In  PA. H0()-4(;2-4‘)r»0). 

(5§) 

PRESBYTERIAN 

MINISTERS' 

FUND 

1809  Walnut  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  19103 


THE  INTERFAITH  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  FOR  RELIGIOUS  LEADERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES 

Noi  offered  in  Montana  or  Canada. 
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Virginia  Laskey  inducted  into 
United  Methodist  Hall  of  Fame 


Some  very  special  friends 
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Ground-breaking  set 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Head¬ 
quarters  building  will  be  held  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  March  15th,  at 
4:00p.m. 

Persons  who  plan  to  attend  will  be 
able  to  find  the  location  easily;  and 
that  is  one  of  the  major  ideas  behind 
the  location  of  the  facility. 

Take  the  Interstate  110  off  Inter¬ 
state  10  (really,  the  downtown 
expressway),  and  then  the  first  exit 
—  the  Convention  Street  exit.  One 
block  left  is  North  Blvd.,  then  down 
North  Blvd.,  west,  for  several 
blocks. 


Churches  celebrate  tradition 


SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  (UMNS)  - 
United  Methodist  individuals  and 
institutions  in  seven  states  were  honored 
here  March  1-3  for  contributions  to  health 
and  welfare  ministries  related  to  the 
denomination. 

The  awards  were  presented  during  the 
41st  anniial  convention  of  the  church’s 
National  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries.  Some  of  the  awards 
were  presented  by  the  association,  and 
others  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Division. 

Inducted  into  the  United  Methodist 
Hall  of  Fame  in  Philanthropy  was 
Virginia  (Mrs.  Glenn  E.)  Laskey,  from 
Ruston.  Mrs.  Laskey,  a  leader  in  many 
phases  of  the  church’s  activity,  was 
nominated  for  the  recognition  by  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston. 

She  began  her  work  with  the  home’s 
board  of  directors  in  1946  and  served  on 
the  board  until  1978  when  she  was  given  a 
life  membership.  During  those  years,  she 
also  served  a  term  as  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women  and  was  a  member  of 
quadrennial  church-wide  study  panels 
and  other  units. 

Those  who  nominated  Mrs.  Laskey  for 
the  honor,  described  her,  saying, 
‘‘Virginia  Davis  Laskey  has  given  freely 
of  herself  and  her  resources  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  many  years  and  in 
many  ways.  She  has  served  her  local 
church,  her  annual  conference,  the 
national  structure,  and  even  represented 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  Her 
contribution  to  the  life  of  the  church  have 
been  made  through  her  participation  in 
the  Women’s  Division,  the  Board  of 
Missions,  and  the  many  boards  and 
agencies  of  which  she  has  been  a 
member.” 

Mrs.  Laskey’s  service  to  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  came  at  a 
time  when  she  was  being  increasingly 
called  to  other  fields  of  service  at  all 
levels  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  In 
spite  of  her  many  responsibilities  and  the 
enormous  amount  of  travel  they 
required,  Mrs.  Laskey  never  lost  interest 
in  the  field  of  service  that  was  literally 


Youth  Service  Fund 

Flying 


Enable  your  youth  group  to  be  a  part  of 
something  big  through  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  (YSF).  Gain  information, 
inspiration,  and  motivation  by  attending 
one  of  the  two  YSF  Retreats.  Identical 
“Flying  High  for  YSF”  events  are 
planned  for  March  13-14  at  Camp 
Istrouma  and  March  27-28  at  the  Caney 
Conference  Centre.  These  retreats  will 
feature  a  kite  flying  contest,  Captain 
Nymo  appearance,  carnival,  worship 
celebration,  fund  raising  ideas,  a  Friday 
night  dance,  and  some  snappy  surprises ! 

Cost  is  only  $10.00.  Overnight 
participation  is  limited,  so  be  sure  that 
your  group  is  represented  at  one  of  these 
premiere  events! 

For  a  brochure  contact  your  pastor  or 
Mrs.  Kathi  Finnell,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Route,  La.  70821. 


Virginia  (Mrs.  Glenn  E.) 
Laskey,  inducted  into  the 
United  Methodist  Hall  of  Fame 
in  Philanthropy. 

just  down  the  street  from  her  own  home. 
She  always  found  the  time  and  energy  to 
fulfill  her  responsibilities  to  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 

Among  the  contributions  cited  in 
making  the  award  were  Mrs.  Laskey’s 
work  at  Mac  Donell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  Inc.  and  her  work  in 
the  area  of  long-range  planning  at  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  It  was  noted 
that  she  “was  an  outspoken  advocate  of  a 
just,  society  and  a  racially  inclusive 
church  at  a  time  when  such  views  cost 
her  personal  popularity  in  her  own 
church  and  community.”  Finally,  it  was 
said  that  Mrs.  Laskey  has  spent  her 
entire  life  living  the  Good  News.  “She 
has  not  been  content  to  proclaim  it  in 
words  only ;  she  has  been  willing  to  back 
up  her  claim  to  discipleship  with  all  her 
resources.  In  doing  so  she  has  not  only 
strengthened  the  work  of  her  church  and 
its  various  agencies,  but  she  has  also 
proven  to  be  an  ambassador  of  good  will 
to  people  wherever  she  has  gone.” 


high l 


What  does  a  group  oi  college  students 
who  were  faithful  Baptists  have  in 
common  with  a  group  of  children  and 
youth  in  a  United  Methodist  child  care 
facility?  The  answer  is  “plenty  of  good 
times  and  special  friendships,” 
especially  when  the  two  groups  are  the 
Baptist  Student  Union  at  Louisiana  Tech 
and  the  kids  at  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  This  mutually  sharing 
has  now  been  in  existence  for  over  a 
year. 

It  all  began  very  early  in  1980  when 
Gada  Whetstone  and  Tim  Wilcox  of  Tech 
BSU  contacted  Rev.  Doug  Williams  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  staff. 
Whetstone  and  Wilcox  expressed  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  many  BSU  members  to 
become  involved  in  some  type  of 
outreach  ministry  to  the  residents  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  After 
Williams  explained  the  agency’s  and  its 
residents’  needs,  various  options  for 
service  opportunities  were  discussed. 
From  this  discussion  it  was  decided  that 
the  BSU  members  would  best  relate  to 
the  residents  through  a  regular  program 
of  recreation. 

In  setting  up  the  recreational  program, 
Whetstone  and  Wilcox  recruited  a  group 
of  volunteers  who  were  willing  to  commit 
themselves  to  regular  participation  in 
the  program.  Volunteers  also  agreed  to 
attend  an  orientation  session  at  which 
time  Williams  explained  the  program 
and  type  of  children  served  by  the 
agency.  He  also  discussed  the  ways  in 
which  volunteers  could  best  relate  to  the 
agency  and  its  staff  as  well. 

Since  March  1980,  BSU  volunteers  have 
been  coming  on  Saturday  afternoons  and 
offering  a  variety  of  recreational 
opportunities  in  Holt  Activities  Center 
and  on  the  adjoining  grounds.  Children 
and  youth  have  a  choice  of  participating 
in  the  various  games  and  activities  or 


Twentieth  Century 
on  the  campus 

Members  of  the  University  UMC, 
Baton  Route,  heard  Ruth  and  Joe  Brown 
Love  recently.  The  current  performance 
tour  of  the  Loves  includes  twelve 
appearances  in  churches,  such  as 
University,  and  in  colleges  in  Texas  and 
Louisiana  during  February  and  March, 
and  conclude  with  the  National 
Convention  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  in  late 
March.  Other  schedules  are  being  set  up 
in  Florida  and  California. 

LIVING  IN  THE  TWENTIETH 
CENTURY  ON  CAMPUS  is  the  title  of 
the  concert  of  stories  written  and 
performed  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Brown  Love. 
The  stories  were  selected  to  show 
changing  mentalities  and  styles  of  living 
since  the  century  began.  The  Loves  have 
spent  seven  decades  on  twenty-four 
campuses  in  most  sections  of  the 
country.  The  way  the  stories  were 
written  and  performed  reveals  the 
universal  experiences  of  growing  up, 
sex,  love,  marriage,  birth  and  death,  so 
that  the  evening  becomes  a  dramatic 
event,  according  to  their  prepared  news 
release. 

From  childhood  on  campus  in  the  teens 
of  the  century  to  assisting  in  the 
production  of  a  theatre  piece  at  Boston 
University  in  1980,  the  Loves  have 
managed  to  be  at  significant  places. 
They  were  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
when  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority 
was  sanctioned  by  congress  in  1933,  and 
at  Nashville  in  the  fifties  when  rock  and 


else  visiting  with  their  college-age 
friends.  Many  special  relationships  have 
developed  between  residents  and 
volunteers.  When  the  recreational 
program  was  temporarily  discontinued 
last  summer,  there  was  correspondence 
between  certain  residents  and  some  of 
the  students  who  were  away  at  summer 
jobs. 


MCH  residents  are  not  the  only 
beneficiaries  of  this  program.  The 
agency’s  childcare  staff  report  that 
Saturday  afternoons  are  much  more 
pleasant  for  kids  and  staff  when  the 
recreational  program  is  going  on.  MCH 
activities  director,  Liz  Perry,  has 
expressed  satisfaction  with  the  program 
and  the  performance  of  the  volunteers. 
She  readily  agrees  that  weekends  are 
easier  for  everyone  these  days. 

The  success  of  this  program  is  proof 
that  good  things  do  happen  when  the 
needs  of  persons  are  matched  with  the 
zeal  of  Christians  who  wish  to  put  their 
faith  into  practice.  It  further 
demonstrates  denominational  lines  are 
very  insignificant  when  persons  are 
willing  to  share  the  love  of  Christ. 


roll  burst  on  the  ear  and  eye.  They  were 
in  Baton  Route  when  Huey  Long  was 
assassinated,  and  in  Illinois  when  the  A- 
Bomb  was  put  together  in  Chicago.  They 
went  to  Boston  as  the  Kennedys  began 
and  to  help  setup  the  first  Vietnam  War 
“teach-in.”  They  were  at  Kent  State 
before  the  May,  1970  killings,  but  not 
before  the  mentalities  which  made  them 
possible.  They  took  performing  groups  to 
Europe  when  it  was  still  a  shamble  after 
World  War  II. 


The  Mangum  Chapel,  Livingston,  and 
James  Chapel  UM  churches  held,  what 
the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Seiler  called,  “A 
uniquely  different  type  of  worship 
service.”  In  writing  the  service  himself, 
the  minister  said  he  was  hoping  to  give 
participants  an  appreciation  of  the 
historic  and  courageous  struggle  of  early 
church  leaders,  and  of  leaders  through 
the  ages  who  have  attempted  to  preserve 
and  expand  the  faith. 

Mr.  Seiler  said,  “When  the  Christian 
Church  was  founded  by  its  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  there 
were  no  Bibles  or  other  written  materials 
around  to  express  and  teach  the  faith  to 
newcomers.  Creeds  were  drafted  to 
express  the  basic  beliefs  of  the  early 
Christians  and  those  coming  after  them, 
to  instruct  newcomers  and  to  offer  some 
form  of  affirmation  of  the  faith.  From 
time  to  time,  in  response  to  changing 
needs  in  the  world,  and  to  answer  serious 


questions  that  arose,  new  creeds  were 
drafted.  This  special  service  highlighted 
five  significant  efforts  to  enhance 


Christian’s  understanding  and  to 
preserve  the  integrity  of  the  faith.” 

To  help  these  modern  day  church 
members  understand  and  to  appreciate 
that  struggle,  the  pastor  used  colorful 
banners  containing  familiar  symbols  of 
the  faith.  Five  banners  were  used,  each 
representing  some  phase  in  Christian 
history.  “The  first  used  depicted  the 
Apostles  Creed  which  was  formulated 
from  previously  used  questions  asked  of 
baptismal  candidates  entering  the 
earlier  church;  the  second  depicted 
symbol  of  the  era  which  encouraged  the 
writing  of  the  Nicene  Creed,  following 
the  first  Ecumenical  Council  of  325  A.D. 
to  offer  more  definite  proof  to  the 
integrity  of  the  Christian’s  God  and  to 
express  more  succinctly  the  Trinitarian 
doctrine  of  the  church ;  the  third  banner 
contained  symbols  of  the  faith 
highlighting  the  first  effort  at  Christian 
education,  to  teach  by  question  and 
answer  method,  man’s  effort  to  learn  the 
faith  following  the  Reformation  of  the 
Church  and  the  sixteenth  Century;  the 
fourth  banner  contained  symbols 
reminiscent  of  the  Christian  church’s 
efforts  to  defy  Adolf  Hitler  and  Nazi 
efforts  to  suppress  and  the  powers 
according  to  God  over  the  lives  of  men 
with  the  drafting  of  the  Declaration  of 
Barmen  by  leaders  of  the  major 
Christian  faiths  in  Germany  in  1934;  and 
the  fifth  and  final  banner  proclaimed  the 
faith  needed  in  the  troublesome  fifties 
and  sixties  to  proclaim  that  God  is  alive 
and  present  in  the  world  to  affect  quality 
in  first-class  status  for  all  of  his  children. 
"Each  banner  was  accompanied  by  a 
verbal  explanation  of  the  events  leading 
to  the  writing  of  the  creed  as  well  as  an 
explanation  of  the  symbols  depicted,  so 
that  members  of  the  congregation  could 
gain  an  understanding  and  appreciation 
for  the  sacrificial  struggle  of  their 
predecessors  to  expand  and  establish  the 
Church  throughout  the  world  and  make 
possible  the  very  church  in  which  they 
are  worshipping  today.” 

Then,  as  an  expression  of  their 
appreciation  for  these  historic  efforts, 
the  members  of  each  congregation  were 
invited  to  come  forward  and  perform  a 
linked  human  chain  to  signify  their  unity 
as  members  of  Christ’s  Body  and  to 
reaffirm  their  baptismal  vows,  their 
acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior,  and  to  recommit  themselves  to 
him  and  to  the  church. 


Daily  devotional  readings 

By  MRS.  GWENDOLYN  L.  WALKER  (S.W.) 

The  following  is  a  brief  survey  of  the  most  frequently  printed  Bible  Verses  in  the 
“Upper  Room”  from 

May-December,  1977 


May-June 

July- Aug. 

Sept. -Oct. 

Nov. -Dec. 

Total 

Psalms 

8 

12 

8 

6 

34 

Isaiah 

6 

6 

Matthew 

7 

7 

10 

11 

35 

Luke 

6 

5 

11 

John 

6 

8 

9 

23 

Romans 

7 

5 

12 

I  Corinthians 

5 

5 

Ephesians 

5 

5 

Other  books  quoted  from,  totaled  only  1,  2,  or  3  readings  during  the  above  period. 


(May-Dec.  77).  Still  others  were  not  quoted  from  at  all. 
What  is  your  favorite  book  and  verse? 

My  favorite  is  Matthew  5:16. 


An  Ecumenical  service  was  held  in  Rayne  to  celebrate  the  week  of 
Christian  Unity.  Mr.  James  Andrus  was  the  coordinator  for  Centenary  UMC, 
Rayne,  and  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield  brought  the  message. 


The  United  Methodist  Women,  First  UMC,  Franklin,  installed  their 
President  and  secretaries;  (1.  r.)  Mrs.  John  Markerson,  Christian  Social 
Involvement;  Mrs.  Alva  M.  Gregg,  Supportive  Community;  Miss  Mary 
Simonton,  Secretary  of  Program  Resources;  Mrs.  Merle  Lichtenfels, 
President;  Mrs.  Hank  Boudreaux,  Christian  Global  Concerns;  Ms.  Kitty 
Chase,  Treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Ira  Robinson,  Christian  Personhood.  Not 
included  in  the  picture  are  Mrs.  Leonard  Sudduth,  Vice-president  ;  Mrs.  P.  L. 
Foreman,  Chairperson  of  the  Nominating  Committee  and  Ms.  Martha 
Simonton,  Secretary.  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley  conducted  the  installation. 


Mangum  Chapel  UMC  conducted  a  special  historical  program.  Members 
of  the  United  Youth  Fellowship,  l.r.,  Lauie  Graham,  John  Stafford,  David 
Sibley,  Sheri  Graham,  Ricky  Gladden,  Randall  Stafford,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane 
Hunt,  a  fellowship  sponsor,  and  Debbie  Thompason  participated  in  the 
program.  On  the  back  row  are  Mrs.  Gloria  Seiler  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Seiler, 
pastor  of  the  church.  Both  served  as  readers  for  the  service. 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  6.  1981 


Editorial 

Nominee  to  head  mission  board 
will  face  an  uphill  challenge 


50  fAR  TOPAV 
I  HAVEN'T 

ceivctziv  OR 

POdNP  fAVLT 


Following  a  formal  search  lasting 
nearly  six  months,  it  appears  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
soon  have  a  new  chief  executive:  Dr. 
Randolph  Nugent  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

Dr.  Nugent’s  emergence  as  the  unani¬ 
mous  nominee  of  the  board's  personnel 
committee  from  a  field  of  40  candidates 
likely  will  assure  his  formal  nomination 
by  the  board  on  April  7,  and  his  sub¬ 
sequent  election  by  mail  ballot  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Nugent  presently 
heads  the  board's  National  Division 
likely  will  be  both  his  greatest  asset  and 
his  greatest  liability  in  assuming  the 
chief  executive  position  of  our  denom¬ 
inations’s  largest  general  agency. 

An  "insider’s"  knowledge  of  the 
board’s  inner  workings,  operating  phil¬ 
osophy,  and  personnel  —  gained  over  a 
period  of  years  —  will  be  obvious  assets 
to  Dr.  Nugent  when  he  assumes  the  posi¬ 
tion  vacated  last  September  by  Dr. 
Tracey  K.  Jones. 

That  same  familiarity,  however,  which 
results  from  being  "inside"  rather  than 
“outside”  the  present  national  church 
staff,  will  inevitably  make  it  more  dif¬ 
ficult  initially  for  a  new  chief  executive 
to  improve  the  board’s  present  image 
across  the  church  and/or  to  lead  the 
board  in  some  needed  new  directions. 

It  is  no  secret  that  many  persons  at  all 
levels  of  United  Methodism  have  come  to 
feel  alienated  from  the  board,  its 
policies,  and  its  staff  during  the  past 
decade.  Nor  is  it  any  secret  that  a  behind- 
the-scenes  struggle  has  been  underway 
.  during  the  past  year  to  determine  the 
type  person  who  should  succeed  Dr. 

.  Jones  as  head  of  the  mission  board.  A 
major  focus  of  that  struggle  has  been 
whether  or  not  the  new  chief  executive 
should  come  from  “inside”  or  "outside” 
the  present  staff.  The  board’s  personnel 
committee  obviously  weighed  that  issue 
carefully  before  reaching  its  unanimous 

•  recommendation  of  Dr.  Nugent. 

Unless  the  board  or  the  GCOM  should 
take  the  unprecedented  step  of  refusing 
to  nominate  or  elect  the  person  recom- 

•  mended  by  the  board’s  personnel  com¬ 
mittee,  that  struggle  will  soon  be 
formally  resolved.  But  it  will  not  end. 
And,  regrettably,  it  is  likely  to  result  in 
no  “honeymoon  period”  of  the  type  that  a 
new  executive  coming  from  the 

,  "outside”  normally  receives. 

The  choice  of  any  person  from  “inside” 
the  board’s  present  staff  —  will  make 
what  some  have  called  “an  impossible 
job  at  best”  even  more  difficult.  Despite 
his  numerous  and  obvious  gifts  as  a 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
.  new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  500  member- 
families  of  the  Madison  Heights  UMC  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee  (Memphis  Con¬ 
ference),  235  member-families  of  the 
Brea  UMC  in  Brea,  California  (Pacific 
and  Southwest  Conference)  and  approx¬ 
imately  400  member-families  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Alice,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  300  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
'  religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 

•  it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Memphis,  Brea 
'  and  Alice  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
'  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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Christian  leader,  Dr.  Nugent  will  be  con¬ 
fronted  immediately  with  the  need  to 
overcome  the  skepticism  that  a  chief 
executive  chosen  from  “inside”  the 
board  cannot  lead  the  board’s  staff  to 
make  needed  changes  in  attitude  or 
direction.  It  will  be  especially  important 
that  he  reach  out  and  seek  to  relate  to 
those  thousands  of  “grassroots”  United 
Methodist  ministers  and  laypersons  who 
feel  alienated  from  the  board  for  one 
reason  or  another,  but  without  alienating 
in  the  process  those  who  approve  the 
board’s  present  policies  and  directions. 

We  pray  God’s  blessings  upon  Dr. 
Nugent  as  he  plans  to  assume  this  awe¬ 
some  responsibility.  Because  of  the 
mission  board’s  size  and  influence,  it 
more  than  any  general  church  agency 
affects  the  attitudes  of  United  Methodists 
toward  all  general  church  agencies.  We 
hope  Dr.  Nugent  will  seize  the  initiative 
and  declare  his  intention  to  lead  the 
board  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  a  re¬ 
sponsive  servant  agency  —  ministering 
both  to  the  needs  of  the  world  and  to  the 
broad  range  of  expectations  of  our 
church’s  pluralistic  membership  —  and 
doing  all  explicitly  to  the  honor  and  glory 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Here  I  Stand 

Church  needs  to  shift  its  priority 
from  buildings  to  caring  outreach 


By  GLENN  B.  SANBERG 

The  national  religious  pundits  are 
scratching  their  heads.  Overall  church 
membership  is  dropping,  yet  we  continue 
to  build  stained-glass  houses  of  worship 
unabated.  Invest  a  million  or  two  in  a 
sanctuary  with  cushioned  pews  to  ac¬ 
commodate  500  worshippers  and  hardly 
an  eyebrow  is  lifted.  Install  a  revamped 
$750,000  pipe  organ  and  the  money  to  pay 
for  it  comes  floating  in  with  the 
announcement.  Tie  that  together  with 
church  attendance  about  the  equivalent 
of  a  national  voter  turnout,  and  the  piety 
committee  begins  to  ask  questions. 

And  they  certainly  should. 

Questions  are  being  raised  about  prior¬ 
ities  in  today’s  temples  of  worship.  The 
outward  signs  could  be  mistaken  for  the 
real  thing.  Building  and  financing  a 
gothic  showplace  is  one  thing,  but  one 
has  to  dig  deeper  to  uncover  the  whole 
story.  A  church  that  retires  its  building 
debt  in  less  than  five  years,  adds  a  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  costing  three-quarters  of  a 
million,  operates  on  a  $250,000  budget 
and  manages  to  squeeze  a  mere  $12,000 
into  the  missions  program,  has  to  answer 


to  some  serious  questions  about  its  Chris¬ 
tian  commitments. 

There  are  numerous  examples  of  busy 
church  calendars  crammed  full  of 
meetings,  socials,  pot  luck  suppers, 
studies  on  the  aging,  physical  fitness 
and,  here  and  there,  a  Bible  study  tucked 
in  for  heaven’s  brownie  points.  At  the 
same  time  great  and  urgent  social 
concerns  lay  fallow  mired  in  commit¬ 
ment  studies  and  endless  controversies 
about  the  budget.  All  the  while  people 
down  the  street  a  block  or  two  from  the 
cathedral,  are  hurting  for  someone  to 
show  up  and  "care." 

It’s  nice  to  be  seen  with  the  right  people 
in  church  on  Sunday  morning,  especially 
when  everyone  is  robed  in  the  finery  of 
affluent  piety.  It’s  easy  to  repeat  the 
Apostle’s  Creed  and  feel  good  deep  down 
inside  because  they  are  beautiful  words 
that  kind  of  get  you  off  the  hook  for 
another  week. 

Affluence  itself  is  no  evil.  With  the 
mundane  cares  of  finances  eliminated,  a 
church  should  be  able  to  concentrate  on 
its  prime  purpose  and  objectives.  Alas, 
this  is  seldom  the  case.  Generous  to  a 
fault,  it  is  easy  for  church  members  to 


Church’s  position  on  abortion  debated 


To  the  Editor  . 

Thanks  for  letting  us  know  —  in  no  un¬ 
certain  terms  —  where  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  stand  on  the  abortion  issue 
(TM/UMR,  Feb.  6).  In  response  to  Ruth 
Daugherty's  four-fold  proclamation  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  concerning 
abortion,  I  pledge  myself  to: 

(1)  Support  efforts  to  amend  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  Social  Principles 
on  abortion; 

(2)  Support  the  calling  of  a  U.S.  consti¬ 
tutional  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
making  abortion  an  illegal  act  (and 
therefore  affirming  its  immorality) ; 

(3)  Educate  church  members  about 
biblical  principles  regarding  responsible 
parenting  and  responsible  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  the  conceived  yet  unborn  child,  who 
is  “fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  .  .  . 
in  secret”  (Psalm  139:14-15); 

(4)  Search  for  new  ways  to  resolve  the 
abortion  rights  controversy  by 
approaching  the  underlying  causes :  self- 
centeredness,  denial  of  biblical  ab¬ 
solutes,  and  usurped  authority  from  our 
Sovereign  Creator  —  God. 

Because  of  this  pledge,  I  will  continue 
to  support  with  time,  money,  and  prayer 
the  Right-to-Life  movement,  Protestants 
Protesting  Abortion,  and  Methodists  for 
Life.  May  God  help  our  United  Methodist 
Church.  Ann  Coker 

Wilmore,  Kentucky 

Decisions  for  abortion 

are  not  made  in  bedrooms 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  "Abortion  con¬ 
tinues  to  polarize”  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  6) 
quotes  Koryne  Horbal  (United  Methodist 
delegate  to  the  United  Nations)  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  President  Reagan’s  recent 
inaugural  address  —  and  then  she  says 
"we  want  government  out  of  our  bed¬ 
rooms.” 

I’m  afraid  I  don’t  understand  that  kind 
of  rhetoric.  I  am  a  United  Methodist  and 
a  mother,  and  I  believe,  in  most  cases, 
decisions  for  abortion  are  not  made  in 
our  bedrooms!  Rather,  I  see  that  as 
normally  the  place  and  time  where 
women,  and  men,  living  according  to 
God’s  laws,  will  exercise  their  “freedom 
of  choice”  before  the  need  for  abortion 
exists.  Mrs.  Noel  Sarensen 

Netawaka,  Kansas 

‘Pro-abortion’  and 
‘pro-choice’  are  different 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Lowell  Messerschmidt  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  took  pains  to  inform  us  of  the  correct 
interpretation  (in  his  view)  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  (TM/UMR 
letters,  Feb.  6).  Now  I  urge  him  to  think 
about  the  meaning  of  his  own  words. 

He  spoke  of  "pro-abortion  advocates." 
His  term  would  seem  to  describe  some¬ 
one  who  recommends  or  encourages 
abortions.  I  don't  believe  that  is  what  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
done.  It  has  supported  the  right  of  a 
woman  to  make  her  own  decision  con¬ 
cerning  abortion,  and  the  right  of  the 
poor  to  share  in  that  freedom  of  choice. 
There  is  considerable  difference  between 
being  “pro-abortion”  and  “pro-choice.” 

When  speaking  of  the  Women’s  Divis¬ 
ion,  I  think  Mr.  Messerschmidt  would  be 
on  safer  semantic  ground  if  he  used  the 
term  “pro-choice."  .  . 

*  June  Ebbert 

Taylorville,  Illinois 

We  are  not  yet  perfect 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Dale  Peckman  used  some  rather 
strong  language  to  oppose  the  message  of 
reconciliation  and  forgiveness  regarding 
the  former  hostages  (TM/UMR,  Feb. 
13).  He  also  expressed  outrage  at  the 
very  idea  that  this  could  represent  the 
view  of  a  majority  of  United  Methodists. 

If  I  understand  Mr.  Peckman’s  views 
correctly,  he  apparently  feels  he  is  able 
infallibly  to  state  that  a  majority  of 
United  Methodists  have  a  spirit  of  vindic¬ 
tiveness  and  hate  toward  the  people  of 
Iran. 

I  do  not  presume  to  claim  that  I  speak 
for  any  majority,  but  as  for  myself,  I  feel 
that  until  the  time  comes  when  we  can 
admit  we  are  not  perfect  .  .  .  and  may 


have  made  mistakes  .  .  .  and  that  we  are 
willing  to  forgive  the  mistakes  of  others 
...  we  cannot  hope  to  have  anything 
close  to  harmony  in  our  world. 

C.  H.  Lark 

Jennings,  Missouri 

Revenge  on  our  enemies 
is  not  a  Christian  attitude 

To  the  Editor: 

So,  according  to  Mr.  Peckman,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  "presenting  a 
philosophy  which  is  contrary  to  the 
majority  opinion  of  its  U.S.  member¬ 
ship.”  (TM/UMR  Letters,  Feb.  13).  Every 
UM  preacher  should  be  doing  just  that 
every  time  he  stands  in  the  pulpit  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  message  of  the  Word  of  God,  or 
he  isn’t  “worth  his  salt.” 

Perhaps  the  article  by  Roy  Beck  on  the 
healing  of  Iran-U.S.  wounds  does  not  re¬ 
present  the  feeling  of  the  majority  of  United 
Methodists,  but  it  surely  ought  to!  When 
any  of  our  leaders,  or  our  good  Christian 
people  proclaim  a  vital  truth  from  God’s 
Word  as  one  of  their  convictions,  they  are 
not  trying  to  “curry  favor”  or  be  unpatri¬ 
otic,  but  are  simply,  sincerely,  and  cou¬ 
rageously  stating  what,  in  their  hearts, 
they  are  sure  that  Jesus  would  have  them 
say! 

If  doing  the  will  of  Christ  is  not  the 
highest  priority  for  anyone  who  claims  to 
be  a  Christian,  then  such  a  one  has  some 
“Christian”  growing  that  he  or  she  needs 
to  do!  Any  desire  to  take  revenge  on  our 
enemies,  to  "make  them  pay  for  what  they 
did,"  or  "give  them  what’s  coming  to 
them,”  is  NOT  a  CHRISTIAN  ATTI¬ 
TUDE,  and  will  only  create  more  ill 
will  in  the  world.  Anyone  who  doesn’t 
believe  this,  and  doesn’t  try  to  live  the 
simple  and  beautiful  teaching  of  Jesus 
about  loving  our  enemies,  is  thereby 
claiming  to  know  and  have  a  better  way 
of  life  than  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God! 
Returning  good  for  evil  may  not  seem 
the  practical  thing  to  do,  from  a  purely 
human  standpoint  —  but,  Praise  God,  it 
is  THE  WAY  TO  WIN,  and  THE  ONLY 
WAY! 

Earl  L.  Enyeart 

Red  Oak,  Oklahoma 


Abstinence  is  only  sure 
protection  from  alcohol 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  in  agreement  with  the  letter  from 
S.  A.  Kercher  in  the  Feb.  6  issue,  and  the 
Jan.  9  editorial  concerning  TV’s  por¬ 
trayal  of  alcohol  use. 

I  am  so  glad  to  know  that  some  people 
realize  the  gigantic  problem  that 
alcoholic  beverages  present,  and  are 
willing  to  voice  their  opinions  concerning 
this  controversial  subject.  However, 
until  we  recognize  alcoholic  beverages 
for  what  they  really  are  —  hard  drugs, 
which  are  habit-forming,  capable  of  dis¬ 
rupting  normal  body  functions  and  of 
pulling  the  soul  into  the  very  depths  of  hell — 
our  progress  will  continue  to  be  backwards. 

For  too  long,  too  many  Christians  have 
tried  to  have  their  cake  and  eat  it  too  as 
far  as  this  momentous  problem  is 
concerned.  We  must  quit  rationalizing, 
take  our  heads  out  of  the  sand  and  face 
the  issue.  We  have  a  problem  which 
demands  the  concentrated  efforts  of  all 
who  believe  in  the  importance  of  humanity. 

The  "Handwriting  is  on  the  wall.” 
From  where  I  stand  it  reads:  "Total 
abstinence  is  the  only  sure  way  to  insure 
complete  protection  from  this  evil 
monster  that  has  been  permitted  to 
threaten  and  devour  countless  millions  of 
God’s  children.” 

Dan  H.  Sullivan 
Independence,  Missouri 

Nestle  Company  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  article  headlined 
“Infant  formula  issue  said  ‘clouded,’  ” 
(TM/UMR.  Feb.  6),  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO)  of  the  United 
Nations  has  made  a  study  of  breast¬ 
feeding  in  the  underdeveloped  nations. 
They  sent  copies  of  all  data  to  WHO  in 
Geneva,  for  centralized  analysis.  The  full 
report  was  not  out  when  I  got  my  66-page 
copy  of  the  preliminary  report,  but  I  can 
find  no  indication  that  the  Nestle 
Company  or  any  other  formula  company 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  high  infant 
mortality  rates  in  the  developing  countries. 

“The  main  reason  given  for 


introducing  regular  supplementation  to 
breast-fed  infants  was  'insufficient  milk’ 
or  ‘hungry  child.’  In  general,  the  reasons 
given  related  to  the  mother’s  perception 
of  the  child’s  needs  .  .  .”  (Page  42  of 
WHO  Collaborative  Study  on  Breast¬ 
feeding;  this  report  is  available  from  the 
World  Health  Organization. ) 

In  order  to  breast-feed  a  baby  success¬ 
fully,  a  mother  must  be  healthy,  well-fed 
and  be  able  to  get  rest  so  that  she  will  not 
be  drawn  down  by  exhaustion.  On  page  32 
of  the  WHO  report,  the  table  on  birth 
weight  indicates  that  from  10.9  percent  to 
24.8  percent  of  the  rural  babies  in  unde¬ 
veloped  countries  weigh  less  than  5'£ 
pounds  at  birth.  This  indicates  that  some¬ 
thing  is  wrong  with  the  mothers  before 
the  child  is  born.  Many  rural  babies  were 
not  weighed  at  birth. 

I  first  heard  the  charges  against  the 
Nestle  Company  in  the  mid-1960s.  It  is  an 
insult  to  the  women  of  the  developing 
countries  to  say  they  are  so  stupid  that 
they  would  continue  to  do  a  thing  that 
endangered  the  lives  of  their  children  for 
12  to  15  years. 

Mrs.  Arnold  B.  Warren 
Paris,  Texas 

Booklet  on  correct  use  of 
Christian  flag  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

At  last  I  have  obtained  an  authoritative 
publication  concerning  correct  liturgical 
use  of  the  Christian  Flag.  After  forty-two 
years  as  a  pastor  and  district  super¬ 
intendent,  I  truly  appreciate  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  the  booklet,  “The  Christian  Flag 
Code,”  by  Dr.  James  R.  Pollock,  a 
retired  United  Methodist  minister  and 
former  Army  chaplain.  It  fills  a  trouble¬ 
some  void  in  our  ecclesiology.  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  highly. 

Stanley  M.  Buck 
Benton  Harbor,  Michigan 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  We  have  reviewed 
a  copy  of  Dr.  Pollock's  booklet  and  we 
join  in  commending  it  to  TM/UMR 
readers.  Dr.  Pollock  has  indicated  that 
he  will  make  copies  available  while  they 
last  for  50t  each  to  cover  the  cost  of 
postage  and  handling.  Order  from:  401 
Palm  Tree  Drive,  Bradenton,  Florida  33507. 


My  Witness 

What  I  have  learned  of  ‘God’s  secrets’ 


By  DONALD  E.  KOHLSTAEDT 

I  welcome  an  opportunity  to  affirm 
what  God  has  done  in  my  life  to  make  it 
an  adventure,  a  challenge,  and  a  miracle 
of  the  hand  of  God  in  all  of  its  trans¬ 
forming  power. 

From  long-ago  youth  to  advancing 
years,  I  have  experienced  the  patience 
and  forbearance  of  God.  I  testify  to  this 
in  the  light  of  my  own  awareness  of 
ambiguities  of  character  that  made  me 
liken  myself  to  a  wind-shaken  reed.  Why, 
I  would  ask  myself,  should  God  still  be  so 
longsuffering  toward  me?  I  am  sure  now 
that  this  was  far  more  disquieting  to  me 
than  to  my  nearest  of  kin,  friends  or 
associates  who  must  have  been  unaware 
of  my  inward  turmoil.  I  found  though, 
that  where  self-confidence  was  in  short 
supply,  the  resources  of  God  were  pre¬ 
sent  when  I  exercised  the  faith  to  draw 
upon  them,  and  after  years  discovered  as 
St.  Paul  writes.  “My  God  will  supply  every 
need  of  yours  according  to  his  riches 
in  glory  in  Christ  Jesus”  (Phil.  4:10RSV.) 

After  childhood  Sunday  school  exper¬ 
ience  and  God-honoring  family  back¬ 
ground,  I  responded  as  a  teenager  to  an 
altar  call  at  a  revival  meeting.  From  that 
time,  the  Bible  became  a  constant  source 
of  vital  inspiration  and  enlightenment 
because  I  acquired  the  habit  of  reading 
from  it  daily.  But  a  decade  of  involve¬ 
ment  with  a  conservative  milieu  of  spir¬ 
itual  expression,  and  as  much  reading  of 
“fundamentalist”  religious  books  and 
periodicals  as  the  Bible,  made  for  a 
rigidity  in  which  shocks  or  traumas  from 
any  source  left  wounds  and  fractures  in 
my  psyche  that  were  slow  in  healing. 

A  new  chapter  in  my  life  began  with 
my  consultations  with  a  faithful  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  in  the  1930’s  who  let  in  new 
light  from  new  sources,  and  gradually 
the  painful  rigidity  gave  place  to  resil¬ 
iency,  along  with  convictions  resting  on 


firmer  foundations  than  neatly  packaged 
dogmas  that  supposedly  answered  all  ques¬ 
tions.  These  new  perspectives  eventually 
enhanced  and  deepened  for  me  the  profound 
meanings  of  Christ’s  sufferings  and  death 
and  the  triumph  of  the  Resurrection. 

What  secrets  has  God  let  me  in  on 
through  more  than  forty  subsequent 
years?  For  one  thing,  the  wisdom  so 
compellingly  declared  in  the  book  of 
Proverbs,  and  promised  for  the  asking  in 
the  book  of  James  gives  me  the  insights 
to  see  life  clearly  and  not  through  some 
distorting  lenses.  I  experience  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit  as  real.  The  Good  News,  the 
promises  of  scripture,  and  the  living 
hope  we  have  through  our  risen  Lord  and 
Master  Jesus  Christ  constantly  sustains 
my  spirit.  I  now  find  escape  from  depres¬ 
sions  I  painfully  encountered  numerous 
times  in  the  past.  By  nature,  subject  to 
negative  feelings,  and  immature  re¬ 
sponses  to  conflicts  and  adversities,  my 
new  life  in  Christ  ameliorates  all  of 
these,  and  is  the  unfailing  antidote  to 
whatever  could  poison  my  spirit.  If  I  feel 
the  old  negativisms  coming  on,  I  know 
where  to  find  the  proper  prescription  to 
soon  be  cured  of  their  effects. 

Finally,  to  make  sure  I  am  completely 
understood,  I  come  back  to  the  time-hon¬ 
ored  (not  timeworn)  acknowledgement 
of  being  a  sinner  saved  by  grace.  The 
same  as  John  Wesley,  I  sensed  the 
urgency  to  “flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,"  and  as  John  Bunyan,  to  escape 
from  "the  City  of  Destruction.”  I  believe, 
just  as  is  affirmed  countless  times  in  the 
New  Testament,  that  Jesus  was  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  world  to  save  us  from  our 
sins,  and  I  believe  He  saves  me  from  my 
sins  and  gives  me  total  assurance  of 
reconcilement  with  God  and  justification 
so  that  I  am  no  longer  a  stranger  and 
alien,  but  a  member  of  God’s  family  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  and.  therefore,  an 
heir  of  eternal  salvation.  Knowing  that 


millions  of  fellow  Christians  around  the 
world  believe  similarly  because  we  read 
the  same  Bible  and  have  received  the 
same  Spirit,  I  believe  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  righteousness  and  victory 
over  sin  and  death  by  Christ’s  living 
church.  I  am  inexpressibly  glad  to  be  a 
member  of  that  church,  and  so  a  member 
of  the  body  of  Christ. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  though  which 
TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Donald  E. 
Kohlstaedt,  is  a  member  of  the  Central 
UMC  in  Spokane,  Washington  (Pacific 
Northwest  Conference). 


7 Lord ,  when  did 
we  see  you?" 


Mall  25  37 


Your  generous  gift  will  help 
UMCOR  continue  its  forty-one 
year  ministry  of  relief  and 
rehabilitation. 

MARCH  29,  1981 
ONE  GREAT  HOUR 
OF  SHARING 


'  For  information: 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.  •  Evanston.  IL  60201 


feel  religiously  satisfied  when  they  have 
built  and  paid  for  their  stained-glass 
temple.  Having  paid  their  dues,  they  feel 
every  right  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  their 
dedication. 

Our  church  has  many  serious  decisions 
to  make  in  the  1980’s.  Old  priorities  may 
have  to  be  changed.  Those  nice  soft-cush¬ 
ioned  pews  are  no  comfort  to  a  world 
living  in  fear,  frustration  and  famine. 

Will  lifestyle 
change  occur  by 
choice  or  force? 

By  RALPH  E.  DODGE 

After  a  trip  through  Asia  a  few  years 
ago  and  a  more  recent  experience  in 
Africa,  I  am  convinced  that  Americans 
must  modify  their  extravagant  lifestyles. 
The  motivation  for  such  modification 
may  come  from  a  spiritual  sensitivity  to 
the  leading  of  God’s  Spirit,  from  a  deep 
sense  of  social  justice,  from  enlightened 
reason,  or  by  force  from  without.  No 
raising  of  tariff  barriers,  or  manufacture 
of  armaments,  can  guarantee  our 
exclusive  rights  to  a  major  portion  of  the 
wealth  of  the  world.  Protective  isolation 
may  postpone  the  day  of  reckoning;  but 
eventually  and  inevitably,  there  will  be  a 
more  equitable  sharing  of  the  resources 
of  the  world.  That  is,  there  will  be  a 
leveling  off,  unless  the  world  as  we  know 
it  ends  in  a  cataclysmic  explosion. 
Should  that  happen,  the  leveling  will 
already  have  been  done!  Yet  I  believe 
that  we,  as  American  people,  will 
respond  to  reason  and  not  wait  until  that 
kind  of  catastrophe  destroys  our  beau¬ 
tiful  world. 

I  do  not  claim  to  have  any  unusual  in¬ 
sights  into  the  mind  of  God.  Yet,  from  the 
Scriptures,  it  is  quite  evident  that  God’s 
overwhelming  interest  is  for  the  well¬ 
being  of  all  His  people.  Jesus  taught  His 
disciples  to  pray  that  the  Kingdom  might 
come  on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.  God  is 
unmistakably  interested  in  all  His  creation 
and  must  be  active  in  breaking  down 
barriers  that  keep  us  from  being  one  in 
Christ.  Poverty  and  affluence  do  not 
make  for  oneness. 

It  happened  so  long  ago  that  we  Amer¬ 
icans  sometimes  forget  that  we  fought 
for  our  independence  two  hundred  years 
ago  because  we  felt  that  we  were  being 
unjustly  treated.  In  more  recent  years 
the  cry  for  justice  has  liberated  large 
areas  of  Asia  and  Africa.  The  dynamics 
underlying  any  struggle  for  justice  are 
powerful  and,  in  the  end,  usually  bring 
results.  The  cry  of  the  deprived  people  of 
the  world  has  caused  changes  in  many 
local  and  national  social  structures. 
What  has  happened  on  national  levels 
may  well  become  universal  in  scope. 
Justice  will  prevail  when  God  reigns! 

If  God  is  concerned  about  the  welfare 
of  His  underprivileged  and  suffering 
people,  and  if  enlightened  consciences 
struggle  for  social  justice,  then  reason 
must  motivate  us  to  initiate  the  changes 
necessary  for  its  realization.  Those  at  the 
top  must  share  their  surplus  so  that  those 
at  the  bottom  may  enter  into  a  more 
abundant  life.  If  this  change  is  not  made 
through  voluntary  and  reasonable 
action,  it  may  well  come  through  de¬ 
structive  revolution.  Certainly  a  just  God 
will  not  indefinitely  allow  some  of  His 
children  to  starve  while  others  are  sur¬ 
feited.  I  believe  in  the  kind  of  God  that 
Jesus  portrayed. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  Glenn  B. 
Sanberg,  a  member  of  the  Willowbrook 
UMC  in  Sun  City,  Arizona  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference)  and  Bishop 
Ralph  E.  Dodge,  a  retired  UM  bishop 
who  served  in  Africa  and  who  now 
resides  in  Dowling  Park,  Florida. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Do  You  Know 
Someone 
Who  Seeks  a 
Christian 
Vocation? 
Scarritt  College  educates  per 
sons  for  professional  careers  in 
the  life  of  the  church.  In  addition 
to  granting  master’s  degrees  in 
Christian  education  and  church 
music,  Scarritt  offers  an  empha¬ 
sis  on  total  church 
programming. 

Do  You  Know  Potential 
Scarritt  Students? 

Contact  us  with  names  and 
addresses:  Scarritt  College, 
Box  D  2,  Nashville,  TN  37203; 
(615)  327-2700  or  toll  free 
(800)251-2554. 

Financial  Aid  Available. 
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Disabled  persons  want  to  contribute 

Now  is  time  for  United  Methodists  to  learn  how  to  receive 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO— United  Methodists 
can,  with  a  little  effort,  make  the  1981 
observance  of  the  International  Year  of 
Disabled  Persons  more  than  just  another 
well-intentioned  General  Conference 
resolution,  said  the  Rev.  Ivan  Gould. 

Mr.  Gould,  speaking  here  last 
weekend,  heads  the  section  on  ministries 
with  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  which  was  created  in  response 
to  this  international  year  by  the  general 
UM  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
division. 

The  use  of  the  word  “with”  in  the 
section  title  indicates  the  philosophy  of 
the  section  and  of  Mr.  Gould  for  the 
relationship  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  should  share  with  local  church 
congregations. 

“In  the  past,  many  congregations’ 
ministries  were  solely  in  terms  of  ‘to’  or 
‘for’  persons  less  fortunate  than 
themselves.  They  gave  Thanksgiving 
baskets  to  ‘the  elderly’.  They  set  up 
special  classes  for  ‘the  retarded’,”  Mr. 
Gould  said. 

Now  it  is  time  for  Christians  to  learn  to 


receive  as  well  as  to  give,  Mr.  Gould 
explained,  by  allowing  persons  with 
disabling  conditions  to  be  full 
participants  in  church  life. 

He  opened  his  remarks  to  the  41st 
annual  meeting  of  the  UM  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  association  by  telling 
about  a  friend  of  his.  She  is  a  21-year-old 
United  Methodist  named  Kerry  who 
cannot  walk  or  talk  due  to  her  cerebral 
palsy.  She  is  denied  even  attendance 
at  Sunday  morning  worship  services,  he 
said,  because  the  administrative  board 
of  her  family’s  local  church  refused  to 
build  a  wheelchair  ramp  into  the 
sanctuary. 

The  board  refused,  he  said,  because  “a 
ramp  for  Kerry  and  her  wheelchair 
would  detract  from  the  architectural 
beauty  of  their  building. 

“After  my  initial  anger  subsided,  I 
realized  another  tragedy.  That 
particular  congregation  has  denied  itself 
the  opportunity  of  being  enriched  by  the 
presence  of  Kerry,  her  parents,  her  two 
brothers  and  a  sister.” 

“We  have  made  important  legislative 
beginnings,”  he  said,  referring  to 
resolutions  affirming  barrier-free 
architecture  for  church  buildings  and 


Largest  UM  agency 
taps  missions  chief 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  46,  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
national  mission  arm,  is  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
personnel  committee  as  its  nominee  for 
the  post  of  general  secretary  of  the 
board,  the  largest  program  agency  in  the 
denomination. 

“Dr.  Nugent’s  zeal  for  mission,  his 
theological  acumen,  his  vast  experience 
in  local,  national  and  international 
mission  and  his  deep  knowledge  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  qualify  him  for 
this  important  post,”  the  Rev.  Prenza 
L.  Woods  said  (See  related  editorial  on  page 
2). 

This  would  be  a  move  up  for  Dr. 
Nugent  from  the'  post  he  has  held  since 
1972  as  head  of  the  UM  National  Division 
within  the  church’s  general  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM). 

Dr.  Woods  of  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  is 
chairperson  of  the  personnel  committee 
of  the  board,  which  announced  Dr.  Nugent’s 
nomination  last  week  after  considering 
40  candidates. 

If  elected,  Dr.  Nugent  would  have 
general  oversight  of  an  agency  which  in 
1979  spent  more  than  $58  million  on 
mission  outreach  in  more  than  100 
countries,  the  U.S.,  Puerto  Rico  and 
Virgin  Islands.  In  addition  to  its  445  U.S.- 
based  staff,  it  relates  to  several  thousand 
missionaries,  deaconesses  and  national 
mission  workers. 


EDWARD  will  be  eleven  years  old  in 
May.  He  is  a  deserving  youngster 
recently  accepted  at  a  Christian  orphan¬ 
age,  India.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  fully 
educate  him  while  feeding  him  spiritually 
and  physically. 

You  could  sponsor  Edward  or  another 
child  like  him  in  one  of  60  Christian 
orphanages  in  12  countries  assisted  by 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.  All  donations 
are  tox  deductible  and  in  1980  the 
corporation  sent  88%  of  funds  received 
on  overseas  for  the  children's  needs. 

As  a  sponsor  you  will  receive  the 
child's  name,  address,  photo  and  case 
history  along  with  a  description  of  the 
orphanage.  You  may  write  "your"  child 
and  you  will  receive  a  reply.  No  one 
else  is  assigned  "your"  child  and  the 
sponsorship  can  last  for  any  length  of 
time  as  no  contracts  are  signed. 

Sponsorship  is  a  joyful  experience. 
The  cost  is  only  $13  a  month  which 
averages  out  to  less  than  444  a  day  I  We 
know  of  no  finer  way  of  showing  God  s 
love  for  us  than  in  helping  o  destitute 
child.  Please  write  the  WORLD  S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  office  for  more  details. 
You’ll  receive  a  prompt  reply. 


Name_ 

Street_ 


The  board’s  157 
directors  are  being 
notified  by  mail, 
and  a  vote  on  the 
nomination  is  ex¬ 
pected  when  the 
board  meets  here 
next  month.  The 
General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM) 
then  is  expected  Dr-  Nugent 
to  take  final  action  on  the  nomination  in  a 
mail  ballot. 

Dr.  Nugent,  who  could  not  be  reached  for 
comments  following  the  announcement 
of  his  nomination,  took  seminary  training 
at  Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J.  He 
served  two  pastorates  in  New  York  City 
before  becoming  executive  secretary  of  a 
district  missionary  society  in  Albany,  N.Y. 

He  also  served  from  1970  to  1972  as 
chief  administrative  officer  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  division  of 
Overseas  Ministries,  which  includes 
Church  World  Service,  an  ecumenical 
rehabilitation  and  relief  organization. 

The  14-member  personnel  committee 
used  16  criteria  to  make  its  decision. 
Leading  the  list  were  “visible,  burning 
commitment  to  recommend  Christ  to  the 
world  through  saving  word  and  serving  work. 


access  to  ministerial  training  for  persons 
with  disabling  conditions. 

He  listed  ways  in  which  United 
Methodists  can  go  a  step  further: 

•  Use  language  which  puts  the 
emphasis  on  the  person  who  has  a 
disabling  condition  and  not  on  the 
condition;  never  refer  to  a  group  as  “the 
blind,”  “the  deaf”  or  “the  retarded”  but 
as  “persons  who  are  blind,  deaf  or 
mentally  retarded.” 

•  Learn  the  persons  in  one’s 
congregation  who  have  handicapping 
conditions  and  encourage  them  to 
participate  in  local  church  activities.  It  is 
likely  every  local  church  will  have  such 
members  since  one  in  11  persons  in  the 
United  States  has  a  handicapping 
condition. 

•  Order  for  $2  from  the  Service  Center 
at  7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
45237,  the  “Accessibility  Audit  for  Church” 
handbook  and  see  how  one’s  own  church  rates 

•  Establish  an  annual  conference  task 
force  on  ministries  with  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  so  that  those 
persons  can  personally  voice  their  own 
concerns  and  set  their  own  priorities. 

•  Demonstrate  inclusiveness  by  being 
supportive  if  a  social  service  agency 
applies  to  set  up  in  one’s  neighborhood  or 
community  a  group  home  for  persons 
who  are  mentally  retarded  or  for  former 
patients  of  a  mental  hospital. 

He  also  advocated  and  affirmative  action 
plan  which  rails  for  representation  on  UM 
Boards. 


How  one  woman  journeyed  home 


By  SHARON  VAN  CLEAVE 

It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me,  but 
United  Methodism  has  a  way  of 
staying  with  one.  Having  grown  up  in 
a  Methodist  Church  in  Salem,  Ore.,  I 
had  all  the  basic  tenets  of  Methodism 
firmly  planted  in  my  adolescent 
person. 

However,  like  so  many  youth  of  the 
sixties,  I  had  my  own  ideas  about 
what  I  wanted  from  life.  I  dated  and 
finally  married  a  young  man  with  no 
religious  affiliation.  When  he 
accepted  a  college  commission,  and 
we  began  moving  from  post  to  post, 
state  to  state  and  even  abroad  —  I  left 
my  church  behind  —  and  avoided  the 
churches  we  encountered  as  we 
moved  in  a  mobile  lifestyle. 

Prayer  had  always  been  a  part  of 
my  life.  Though  I  gave  up  the  church, 
I  could  not  hide  from  God  so  casually. 
My  church  was  in  me,  whether  or  not  I 
was  in  it.  I  remember  being  thousands 
of  miles  from  family  and  friends.  New 
friends  came  and  went  —  an 
occupational  hazard.  But  I  found  my¬ 
self,  nightly  praying  that  God  would 
ease  the  loneliness,  the  insecurity  of 
new  places,  etc. 

After  eight  and  a  half  years  of  gypsy 
living,  my  husband  decided  he  would 
like  a  more  stable  lifestyle.  I  was 
delighted  to  think  our  daughter  might 
attend  one  school  more  than  one  year. 
We  headed  for  home,  and  I  gave  a 
prayer  of  thanks. 

Six  months  later,  my  husband  was 
disillusioned  by  the  strange  civilian 


world.  When  the  Army  did  not  accept 
his  request  for  reinstatement  he  took 
a  job  that  kept  him  away  from  home 
as  much  and  more  than  his  former 
career.  We  separated  and  loneliness 
had  me  in  its  grip. 

The  classic  depression  one  reads  of 
in  psychology  books  and  news  articles 
took  hold  of  my  life.  I  only  moved 
about  to  tend  to  the  needs  of  our 
daughter.  She  needed  me,  and  I  could 
find  no  other  person  or  thing  that 
could  motivate  me  to  hang  on. 

But  United  Methodism  has  a  way  of 
hanging  on  to  souls  strayed  from  God. 
It  is  humorous  to  me  now  to  think  I 
actually  called  up  the  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  our  city. 
The  bishop  was  most  kind.  I  was 
extremely  frank  in  explaining  my 
situation.  I  remember  he  didn't  ask 
my  name,  even  my  phone  number.  He 
just  told  me  that  the  pastor  of  the 
church  in  my  neighborhood  had  a 
good  counseling  background.  He  also 
offered  to  pray  for  me.  Then  he  gave 
me  the  local  minister’s  phone 
number. 

The  phone  rang  and  rang.  Finally,  a 
friendly  voice  answered  and  spent  the 
next  two  hours  talking  me  back  to 
calm. 

I  made  an  appointment  to  see  the 
minister.  I  also  made  it  clear  that  I 
was  not  trading  my  soul  for  a  transfer 
of  membership.  The  pastor  assured 
me  I  wasn’t  ready  for  renewal  of 
membership,  and  he  wasn't  offering  a 
trade. 


The  minister  turned  out  to  be  a 
friendly  father  of  six.  He  was  patient, 
understanding  and  to  the  point. 
Through  months  of  patient 
counseling,  he  reassured  me  that  I 
was  worth  saving  for  myself  and  for 
God.  As  kindness  became  usual,  I 
began  to  like  myself  again. 

Finally,  I  was  ready  for  my  active 
return  to  faith  in  action.  Although  I 
had  turned  casually  from  the  formal 
practice  of  my  faith,  my  church,  its 
administrators,  its  ministers,  and  my 
God  never  once  turned  their  backs  on 
me. 

Today  I  find  myself  actively 
involved  in  United  Methodism.  My 
nine-year-old  really  thinks  it’s  neat  to 
have  Mom  work  on  the  annual 
women’s  bazaar,  or  teach  vacation 
church  school.  She,  too,  is  active.  She 
finds  our  church  a  friendly  place  to 
be. 

A  few  Sundays  ago  I  had  the 
privilege  of  sharing  the  pulpit  with 
our  minister,  as  the  liturgist  for  the 
month.  A  bit  awed  by  the  task,  I 
looked  down  carefully  to  make  sure 
my  feet  did  not  miss  the  box  I  needed 
to  reach  the  microphone.  This  sign 
was  glued  to  my  pedestal,  “Stand  up, 
Speak  up.  Shut  up  God.”  I 
chuckled  to  think  that  I  had  spent  10 
years  denying  myself  the  warmth  and 
security  of  practicing  my  religion. 

Ms.  Van  Cleave  is  an  active  United 
Methodist  in  Beaverton,  Ore. 


Liberal  caucus  still  to  champion  causes 

4 Whole  Gospel’ reviews  election  effects 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. -National 
Guardsmen  in  jeeps  patrolled  the  streets 
outside  as  some  25  United 
Methodists— calling  themselves  a 
“politically  liberal  caucus”  of  the 
church— met  in  a  small  motel  here  last 
week. 

The  military  and  scores  of  barricades 
in  the  area  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Coalition  for  the  Whole  Gospel  being  in 
town.  It  just  happened  that  the  group  was 
only  a  couple  of  blocks  from  a  two-mile- 
long  section  of  the  city  that  had  collapsed 
into  the  sewers  after  a  recent  series  of 
underground  chemical  explosions. 

But  the  atmosphere  of  seige  was 
symbolic  of  the  mood  of  this  unofficial 
church  caucus  which  met  for  the  first 
time  since  the  conservative  sweep  during 
the  presidential  and  congressional 
elections. 

“I’m  still  numb  from  what  happened 
Nov.  4,”  one  minister  said.  Most  persons 


made  it  clear  they  were  frightened,  if  not 
a  bit  paranoid,  by  what  they  see  as  a 
drastic  shift  of  the  nation’s  government 
away  from  important  Christian  goals  of 
peace  and  economic  justice. 

Just  as  strongly,  they  expressed 
thankfulness  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  held  steadfast  to  its  Social 
Principles  at  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

“I’m  scared  to  death  of  the  1984 
General  Conference,"  said  Dollie  Crist  of 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference.  “Will  we 
be  run  off  the  right  side  of  the  road,  too?  ” 

These  United  Methodists  didn’t  have 
any  illusions  that  the  denomination 
will  embrace  all  their  causes.  They  did 
feel,  however,  that  they  must  continue  to 
prod  the  church  to  be  involved  in  the 
social  activism  that  they  say  is  required 
under  the  “whole  gospel . ' ' 

The  prodding  is  especially  necessary  to 
counteract  the  “New  Religious  Right” 


and  keep  it  from  capturing  the  hearts  of 
the  “vast,  soft  center  of  the  church,” 
they  said. 

While  the  rest  of  the  nation  seems  to  be 
taking  the  conservative  fork  on  the 
political  road,  liberals  don’t  have  to  feel 
like  outsiders  in  most  United  Methodist 
conferences,  some  persons  said. 

“Liberals  in  the  church  find  many  —  if 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  —  channels  to 
work  in.”  said  the  Rev.  George  McClain, 
head  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  another  unofficial  liberal 
caucus  of  the  UMC.  “I  marvel,  in  a  way, 
that  the  liberal  leadership  continues  to 
come  from  pastors,  district 
superintendents,  conference  officials, 
etc.  Of  course,  that’s  not  true  in  all 
conferences.” 

The  74-year-old  Federation  was  a  key 
ingredient  in  this  meeting  which  was 
called  to  consider  whether  to  disband  the 
“Whole  Gospel”  coalition.  The  latter  was 
organized  in  1979  to  enlist  the  aid  of  all 
official  and  unofficial  church  caucuses 
except  “Good  News”  to  lobby  at  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

“Whole  Gospel”  leaders  last  week 
immediately  agreed  the  organization 
was  needed  for  1984.  But  it  took  two  days 
to  decide  to  keep  it  active  now  and  to 
define  what  kind  of  organization  it  will 
be. 

The  Rev.  Gregory  R.  Dell  of  Wheadon 
UMC  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  reminded  that 
critics  originally  had  called  “Whole 
Gospel”  the  velvet  glove  covering  the 
iron  fist  of  the  long-controve^ial 
Federation.  In  fact,  he  said,  most  of  ihe 
coalition  officers  were  not  Federation 
members  at  first.  But  eventually,  all 
became  leaders  of  that  group  as  well 
So  most  of  the  top  leaders  of  “Whole 
Gospel”  came  to  the  meeting  wanting  to 
shed  the  duties  of  running  two 
organizations.  The  people  not  involved  in 
Federation  leadership,  however,  would 
not  allow  the  young  coalition  to  be  put  on 
ice  for  two  years. 


The  Federation  simply  appears  to  be 
“too  radical"  for  many  liberals  who 
would  like  to  be  active  in  a  caucus, 
several  persons  said  in  advocating  two 
liberal  caucuses.  Because  the  Federation 
concentrates  on  the  root  causes  of  social 
problems,  it  is  very  critical  of  the 
capitalist  economic  system,  they  said. 

“Most  liberal  Christians  think 
something  good  can  be  done  with 
capitalism,”  a  woman  from  the  Missouri 
East  Annual  Conference  said.  “Or  they 
think  a  change  to  an  alternative 
economic  system  is  too  far  off  and  they 
should  try  to  concentrate  on  reforming 
the  current  one.” 

That  statement  seemed  to  be  an 
important  one  in  delineating  the 
underlying  political  philosophies  of  the 
two  groups,  said  Ms.  Crist  who  was 
chosen  as  the  temporary  chairperson  of 
“Whole  Gospel.”  The  persons  here  who 
were  not  also  Federation  leaders  stepped 
forward  to  lead  the  reconstituted  “Whole 
Gospel”  group. 

A  steering  committee  of  persons  from 
each  jurisdiction  will  meet  next  fall. 

Unlike  the  Federation,  “Whole 
Gospel”  is  not  a  membership 
organization,  although  it  will  ask  for 
contributions,  said  Ms.  Crist  who  just 
finished  eight  years  on  the  general  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  is  on  her 
conference’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  It  will  act  as  a  magnet  for  people 
from  various  caucuses  and  ideologies 
who  desire  to  work  together  on  specific 
issues,  she  said. 

It  also  will  continue  its  role  in 
providing  scriptural  study  and  theology 
on  social  issues  “so  we  have  a  real  base 
from  which  to  act,”  she  said.  “Liberals 
have  tended  to  cut  ties  with  the  Bible.” 

In  addition,  she  said,  “Whole  Gospel” 
leadership  will  be  developed  in  each 
conference  to  watchdog  church  social 
responsibility  and  to  provide  resources 
and  support  for  annual  conference 
delegates  with  similar  feelings.  The 
group’s  positions  won’t  necessarily  be 
politically  liberal,  she  added. 


Fallout  from  ‘world’s  largest  pinata’  continues  to  help  center 

"Everybody  had  a  turn,”  said  Gloria  Brown.  “We  had  lines 
of  children  The  wire  was  pre-cut  so  every  whack  produced  a 
small  fall-out  of  candy."  Not  only  children,  but  their  sponsors 
and  Houston  businesses  contributed  to  the  project’s  success. 


HOUSTON  —  “The  world’s  largest  pinata,”  broken  by 
several  thousand  children  in  a  December  celebration, 
continues  to  bring  in  funds  to  Casa  de  Amigos,  a  United 
Methodist  community  center  here. 

The  18-  by  20-foot  pinata,  which  was  designed  and 
constructed  at  the  community  center,  started  out  as  a 
fundraiser  —  with  whacks  set  at  $25.  But  the  pinata  attracted 
so  much  attention  that  children  came  from  all  over  the  city  to 
break  it. 


Ecumenism  of  Cursillo 
worries  Catholic  laity 


The  community  center  offers  a  wide  range  of  programs  for 
youth,  and  adults,  job  counseling,  drug  abuse  treatment, 
vision  testing  and  a  bilingual  theater,  among  others. 
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Women  applaud  6 inclusive  lectionary  ’ 


State  and  Zip _ 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey,  Director,  P.O. 
Box  2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  Letters  of  support 
for  the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
controversial  “inclusive  language 
lectionary”  project  were  approved  here 
last  weekend  by  the  United  Methodist 
general  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women. 

The  letters  will  go  to  the  National 
Council  and  to  the  teaching  concerns 
committee  of  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  commissioners  expressed  their 
support  for  the  bishops’  emphasis  on  a 
churchwide  Bible  study.  They  said  the 
responses  to  the  proposed  lectionary 
revealed  widespread  biblical  illiteracy 
and  lack  of  biblical  understanding. 

The  letter  said,  “We  are  deeply 
concerned  about  our  past  failure  to 
provide  adequate  and  effective 
guidelines  and  resources  for  biblical 
interpretation.  We  are  most  anxious  that 
people  move  from  emotional  reactions  to 
comprehensive  understanding  of 
scriptures.” 

The  bishops  were  urged  to  use  the 
current  controversy  as  a  teaching 
opportunity  in  biblical  literacy. 

The  letter  to  the  National  Council  is  a 
vote  of  commendation  for  the  lectionary 
project.  The  commissioners  said  the 
project  supported  their  goals  of  pro¬ 
viding  “inclusive”  resources  for 
worship. 


The  lectionary— which  is  a  collection 
of  scripture  passages  for  use  in  worship 
—  is  to  be  paraphrased  (not  translated) 
by  a  yet-to-be-named  committee  for 
experimental  use. 

Misinformation  and  misunderstanding 
has  generated  the  controversy,  with 
many  persons  wrongly  believing  that  a 
new  translation  of  the  entire  Bible  was  in 
the  offing  (see  TM/UMR,  Feb.  20  and 
27). 

Commission  members  were  briefed  on 
the  controversy  by  the  Rev.  Jeanne 
Audrey  Powers  who  appeared  on  the  Phil 
Donahue  show  with  two  other  experts  to 
discuss  the  inclusive  language  project. 

Ms.  Powers  has  received  more  than 
2,000  letters  —  at  least  70  percent 
negative  —  since  her  TV  appearance  in 
December.  She  was  a  United  Methodist 
member  of  the  National  Council  task 
force  that  proposed  the  lectionary 
project. 

She  said  the  letters  were  filled  with 
"stridency,  fear  and  histeria,”  and  had 
five  common  themes  as  illustrated  in  the 
following  quotations : 

•  Nature  and  authority  of  scripture: 
“God  dictated  the  Bible  exactly  as  He 
meant  it  to  say”  ; 

•  National  Council  of  Churches: 
“Compromising  with  humanism;  there 
are  many  more  real  problems  to 
tackle”; 

•  Emergence  of  feminist  concerns  in 


society:  “Plot  of  the  feminists  to  destroy 
the  family;  these  people  have  nothing 
better  to  do”  ; 

•  Language  as  both  reflector  and 
shaper  of  reality:  “Generic  language 
includes  me  too;  I’ve  never  felt  left  out” ; 

•  Importance  of  tradition  symbols  in 
changing  times:  “I’m  against  change; 
something  has  to  stay  the  same.” 

Ms.  Powers  believes  that  “what  has 
unleashed  such  virulence  and  rage"  is 
the  realization  that  “it  is  a  fact  that  the 
Gospel  is  truly  inclusive”  and  that 
“newly  created  relationships  of  equality 
between  women  and  men  in  society  are 
growing.” 

She  said  there  is  a  distinction  in  the 
controversy  between  language  about 
human  beings  and  language  iabout  God. 
“For  the  most  part,  society  and  the 
church  support  inclusive  language  about 
human  beings.  But  ‘God  language’  is 
more  than  just  symbolic  language;  it  is 
the  actual  thing  for  many  people. 

“While  concepts  may  be  corrected  or 
made  more  precise,  images  such  as  that 
of  God  are  more  powerful  and  have  a  life 
of  their  own,  functioning  unconsciously.” 

Ms.  Powers  said  she  welcomes  this 
controversy  because  it  reveals  the  way 
many  Christians  think  about  God  in 
gender  form  and  about  the  Bible  in  literal 
form.  She  said  it  is  an  opportunity  for 
engaging  in  continual  theological 
development. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Because  the  budding 
Upper  Room  Cursillo  spiritual 
leadership  program  is  so  ecumenical,  it 
may  be  forced  to  give  up  its  name. 
United  Methodist  staff  persons  here  fear. 

Roman  Catholics  are  saying  the  Upper 
Room  must  either  close  its  retreats  to  all 
but  United  Methodists  or  stop  using  the 
name  “Cursillo,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Wood,  the  Upper  Room’s  director  of 
Spiritual  Formation. 

The  Cursillo  movement  is  a  Catholic 
program  begun  in  Spain  in  the  late  1940s 
and  coordinated  in  the  United  States  by 
the  National  Cursillo  Center,  a  Catholic 
lay  organization  based  in  Dallas 

The  main  problem  in  this  months-long 
dispute  is  that  the  Catholic  lay  leaders 
don’t  want  people  of  different 
denominations  sharing  communion,  Mr. 
Wood  said. 

Since  the  early  1970s,  the  Catholics 
have  allowed  Lutherans,  Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians  and  United  Methodists  to 
use  the  Cursillo  materials  as  well  as  the 
name  in  their  own  three-day  retreats. 

“The  content  is  so  similar  to  the 
theology  of  United  Methodists  that  we 
gain  from  it  as  it  is,"  Mr.  Wood  said. 
“We’ve  changed  it  very  little  and  always 
say  to  participants  that  we  didn’t  create 
it.” 

But  the  national  Catholic  lay  leaders 
say  they  have  become  alarmed  at  the 
way  the  fast-growing  Upper  Room 
retreats  usually  include  Christians  from 
many  denominations,  Mr.  Wood  said. 
Many  Catholics  are  helping  the  local 
Upper  Room  programs. 

Catholic  helpers  on  the  local  level 
usually  cross  their  arms  and  receive  a 


blessing  rather  than  taking  the 
Communion  elements,  Mr.  Wood  said. 
Sometimes,  a  Catholic  priest  co¬ 
celebrates  the  sacrament  at  the  services 
held  in  UM  churches. 

However,  some  Catholics  —  who 
already  are  leaders  in  the  local  Catholic 
Cursillo  movement  —  participate  with 
other  Christians  in  the  United  Methodist- 
celebrated  liturgy. 

Apparently,  Mr.  Wood  said,  the 
national  Catholic  leaders  don’t  mind  if 
the  Protestant  denominations  have 
Cursillos  as  long  as  each  one  is 
denominationally  pure. 

“If  I  were  to  limit  participation,  it 
would  be  hypocritical,”  he  said.  “How 
can  you  stand  at  the  communion  table 
and  say  ‘anyone  who  accepts  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior  is  invited  to  the 
table’  and  then  put  restrictions  at  the 
door?  .  .  .  The  United  Methodist  Church 
always  has  had  an  open  communion 
table.” 

Mr.  Wood  said  the  Upper  Room  has 
been  working  with  lawyers  to  try  to 
resolve  the  situation.  He  said  he  has  been 
advised  by  some  persons  that  the  Upper 
Room  would  have  a  good  legal  case  in 
court  to  continue  using  the  name.  He  said 
he’s  not  sure  that  would  be  the  most 
Christian  way  to  respond,  though. 

“The  name  is  important  because 
people  have  seen  the  effect  of  Cursillo  in 
the  lives  of  people  of  other 
denominations.”  He  said  the  presence  of 
persons  of  other  denominations  makes 
the  spiritual  experience  “so  much 
richer.” 

The  Upper  Room  Cursillo  movement 
started  three  years  ago  and  is  active  aftd 
growing  in  10  localities  around  the 
nation. 
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‘As  others  see  us’  --  UM’s  image  ‘bland,’  study  finds 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  United  Methodists 
may  now  be  able,  as  the  Scottish  poet  Robert 
Burns  said,  "to  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us," 
thanks  to  a  recent  attitude  study. 

The  “image"  of  United  Methodism  held  by  some 
other  Christians  is  on  the  bland  side,  the  study 
shows.  It  also  shows,  however,  that  of  those 
holding  an  attitude,  it  is  generally  positive. 

These  and  other  findings  on  how  Americans  — 
Jews  and  Christians,  including  some  United 
Methodists  —  view  the  denomination  are  reflected 
in  the  major  study  just  published  by  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM).  Part  of 
GCOM's  three-year  "Research  Design  for  United 
Methodism  as  It  Enters  Its  Third  Century,"  the 
study  was  done  by  the  Louis  Harris  and 
Associates  Inc.,  public  opinion  firm  of  New  York. 

Telephone  interviews  with  3,001  persons  were 
conducted  in  February  and  March,  1979,  each 


interviewee  being  asked  to  identify 
himself /herself  as  to  religious  background.  About 
8  percent  of  those  interviewed  were  United 
Methodist. 

The  findings  appear  in  a  GCOM  Research 
Information  Bulletin.  Some  key  findings  in  more 
detail: 

•  Attitude  toward  denomination  —  "Among 
the  Christian  population  as  a  whole,  most  people 
did  not  have  strong  feelings  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church ...  Of  the  2,619  Christians  polled, 
61  percent  thought  of  the  UMC  in  neutral  terms. 
An  additional  23  percent  thought  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  in  positive  terms  and  only  5  percent  had 
negative  attitudes.  The  remainder  were  not  sure." 

•Perceptions  of  the  denomination  only 

17  percent  believe  the  denomination  is  relatively 
closed  to  outsiders.  Forty-four  percent  do  not 
agree. 


"A  total  of  42  percent  believed  that  the 
denomination  is  ‘modern  in  outlook,  in  program 
and  services.*  Only  18  percent  felt  this  did  not 
describe  the  United  Methodist  Church." 

"Among  the  Christian  public  as  a  whole,  those 
who  expressed  an  opinion  believed  the  denomi¬ 
nation  ‘understands  the  special  needs  of  young 
people.’  " 

•Attitudes  toward  social  concerns  —  "When 
asked  how  well  the  phrase  ‘is  outspoken  on 
important  social  issues’  described  the 
denomination,  32  percent  of  the  Christians  polled 
replied  either  very  well  or  moderately  well.  More 
than  one  out  of  four  (26  percent)  indicated  the 
phrase  described  the  church  either  to  some  extent 
or  not  at  all.” 

“By  and  large  the  study  revealed  that  the 
denomination  does  not  have  a  problem  with  its 


image  among  minorities.  In  response  to  a  question 
about  the  UMC’s  concern  for  the  poor  and 
minorities,  whites  and  nonwhites  reported  similar 
views.  Four  out  of  10  in  each  group  believe  the 
denomination  is  concerned  and  two  out  of  10  in 
each  group  hold  the  opposite  view." 

•Perceptions  of  theology  —  “The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  perceived  to  have  a  strong 
influence  on  the  attitudes  of  its  members,  to  be 
strict  in  its  interpretation  of  the  Bible,  to  be 
conservative  in  theological  outlook  and,  most  of 
all,  to  be  deeply  concerned  about  the  spiritual 
needs  of  its  members  .  .  .  Generally,  United 
Methodists  themselves  were  more  likely  to  think 
their  denomination  is  strict  in  its  interpretation  of 
the  Bible  and  conservative  in  theological  outlook 
than  was  the  Christian  public  in  general." 

•General  attitudes  toward  the  denomination  — 


"Among  the  general  group  of  Christian 
respondents  the  majority  (57  percent)  believed 
the  denomination  is  well  known  to  most 
Americans.  Sixteen  percent  felt  it  was  not  and  28 
percent  were  not  sure.  ” 

“Forty-four  percent  of  the  general  Christian 
public  believed  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  viewed  positively  by  most  Americans." 

"Each  person  contacted  was  asked  to  indicate 
how  well  the  phrase  ‘is  growing’  described  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Of  the  2,619  Christians 
in  the  poll,  41  percent  were  not  sure,  40  percent 
believed  the  denomination  was  growing  while  the 
remainder  felt  the  phrase  was  not  appropriate.  Of 
Uhited  Methodists,  63  percent  believed  the 
denomination  is  growing.  This  is  in  the  light  of  the 
consistent  decline  in  reported  membership  of  the 
denomination  in  the  last  15  years." 


For  many  ministers,  living  in  a 
church-owned  manse  is  ideal. 

Jerry  and  Sally  Bauman,  however,  longed 
to  buy  their  own  home. 

But  Jerry's  salary  seemed  far  too  modest 

to  handle  today’s  high  interest  , - 

mortgage  payments.  And  where 
would  they  get  a  down 
payment?  They  were  even 
uneasy  about  approaching  their 
church  about  choosing  their 
own  housing. 

Ministers  Life  had  the 
answers  for  these  problems.  But 
we  were  quick  to  point  out 
other  advantages  and 
disadvantages  the  Baumans 


Send  me _ copies  of  your  newest 

report  on  minister's  housing. 


Zip- 


Mail  to:  Ministers  Life. 

Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis.  MN  55416 


hadn't  considered.  We  think  it's  important  that 
people  like  Jerry  and  Sally  clear  away  some  of 
their  naivete  about  home  ownership.  We 
recommend  they  seek  out  specific  costs  for  the 
purchase,  maintenance,  improvement,  insurance 

_ ,  and  taxes  on  a  house. 

Maybe  you’re  like  the 
Baumans.  Maybe  you’re  smitten 
with  the  idea  of  owning  your 
own  home.  But  mail  this 
coupon  first.  We'll  explain  why 
owning  is  not  an  impossible 
dream— even  fora  pastor.  We 
can  even  help  keep  that  dream 
from  becoming  a  nightmare. 

But  now  it’s  your  move, 
mail  this  coupon. 


Ministers  Life 

life  insurance  company 
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Group  discusses  Nestle  boycott 


UMs  campaign  against 
casino  gambling  option 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

GRAND  ISLAND,  N.Y.  -  United  Meth¬ 
odists  here  last  week  continued  their  cam¬ 
paign  to  keep  a  casino  gambling  option 
off  a  statewide  referendum  next  fall.  An  in¬ 
formation  session  to  outline  the  darker  side 
of  what  many  proponents  see  as  an  activity 
that  could  mean  more  jobs  was  hosted  by 
Trinity  UMC  here.  The  town  hall  session 
featured  state  Assemblyman  John  B. 
Sheffer  n,  who  opposes  casino  gambling. 

While  the  casino  gambling  backers  say 
the  new  businesses,  which  would  be  in 
locations  set  by  state  law,  would  mean 
increases  in  jobs,  tourism  and  money 
generated  for  local  economies, 
opponents  like  Mr.  Sheffer  and  the  Rev. 
John  Weatherwax  tell  another  story. 

"Gambling  does  not  mean  jobs.  The 
jobs  created  by  casino  gambling  are  not 
jobs  which  will  provide  any  upward 
mobility.  In  Atlantic  City  (which  now  has 
casino  gambling),  the  unemployment 
rate  is  higher  than  it  was”  before  the 
casinos  opened,  said  Mr.  Weatherwax 
who  is  associate  minister  of  Trinity 
UMC. 

Economic  grounds,  however,  are  not 
the  only  basis  for  their  objection  is  to 
casino  gambling,  he  added. 

"It  would  create  a  lot  of  pain  and 
heartbreak  for  people,  and  that’s  really 
why  we  should  be  against  casino 
gambling,”  Mr.  Weatherwax  added. 

From  the  Atlantic  City  example,  he 
said  people  have  learned  that  local  crime 
—  such  as  murder,  car  thefts, 
prostitution  and  loan  sharking  — 
increase. 

While  more  tourists  may  mean  more 
money  brought  into  a  community,  they 
bring  their  own  problems,  as  well,  for 
communities  like  Grand  Island  and 
Niagara  Falls,  two  potential  casino  sites, 
explained  Sue  Kaiser,  a  United 
Methodist  on  the  Western  New  York 
Task  Force  on  Casino  Gambling. 


"The  need  for  more  services  raises 
local  taxes  for  the  people  who  live”  in 
areas  when  casino  gambling  moves  in, 
she  added. 

Ms.  Kaiser  said  the  need  for  social 
services  had  increased  so  much  in 
Atlantic  City  that  Traveler’s  Aid  there 
had  an  almost  unprecedented  drain  on  its 
finances  from  helping  people  stranded 
after  losing  streaks  in  the  casinos. 

Mr.  Weatherwax,  who  is  president  of 
the  Grand  Island  Ministerium  which 
sponsored  the  town  hall  meeting,  said 
opponents  of  casino  gambling  are 
increasing  their  campaign  now  because 
Mr.  Sheffer  said  one  of  the  eight  pending 
bills  on  the  subject  could  come  up  for  a 
vote  this  month. 

This  vote  is  particularly  crucial, 
explained  Ms.  Kaiser  because  last  year 
the  legislature  passed  the  first  casino  bill 
calling  for  a  referendum. 

Under  the  state  constitution,  a  law 
calling  for  such  a  popular  vote,  also  must 
be  passed  during  the  next  consecutive 
legislative  session. 

As  for  casinos  boosting  local 
economies,  Ms.  Kaiser  referred  to  each 
of  the  existing  bills  as  a  "blank  check” 
for  gambling  interests.  None  of  them  say 
how  much  revenue  from  the  casinos 
could  be  expected  by  local  or  state 
governments. 

"The  legislators  are  going  to  have  to 
take  a  harder  look  this  time,”  Ms.  Kaiser 
said.  "This  will  be  the  second  vote.  If 
(the  bills)  are  defeated,  casino  gambling 
will  die.” 

Ms.  Kaiser  will  be  joined  next  week  by 
six  others  on  the  task  force  when  they 
take  petitions  signed  by  local  church 
members  to  the  state  capitol. 

"One  of  the  reasons  we  decided  to  go 
was  the  voting  could  come  up  as  early  as 
March,”  she  added.  The  group  also  will 
be  taking  an  anti-casino  gambling 
statement  signed  by  most  of  the  leaders 
of  the  mainline  denominations  in  New 
York. 


Children  buy  a  cow  to  fight  hunger 

ROUSEVILLE,  Pa.  —  Damien  Barr  colors  in  one  of  500  blocks  —  each 
representing  one  dollar  —  to  indicate  money  earned  toward  the  purchase  of  a  cow 
through  Heifer  Project  International  to  provide  food  and  milk  for  hungry  people. 
The  children  of  the  church  after  a  year’s  work  recently  colored  in  the  last  square. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  church’s  mission  chairwoman,  Nancy  Pierce,  the 
children  learned  about  hunger  and  how  their  help  in  purchasing  animals  is 
meeting  human  need. 
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Infant  Formula  Task  Force  lambasts  critic 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Infant  Formula  Task  Force 
has  lashed  out  at  Ernest  W.  Lefever’s 
published  charges  that  religious  persons 
pressing  the  infant  formula  issue  do  so 
because  they  “hate  corporate  power.” 

In  the  same  Feb.  19-21  meeting,  the 
task  force  heard  a  health  expert  from 

‘People  of  faith  ’ 
stage  ERA  vigil 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  -  Every  Monday 
night,  men  and  women  who  support  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  are  keeping  a 
candlelight  vigil  outside  the  North 
Carolina  Legislative  Building  here. 

“We  were  tired  of  hearing  ‘Christians 
are  not  for  ERA’,”  said  Catherine 
Watson,  a  United  Methodist  of  Raleigh, 
who  participates  in  the  vigil  begun 
earlier  this  year  by  the  North  Carolina 
Council  of  Churches’  Committee  for 
ERA.  It  is  expected  to  continue  as  long  as 
the  legislature  is  in  session. 

“We  had  been  speaking  our  support  as 
loudly  as  we  could,  so  we  decided  to  show 
them  as  well,"  she  explained.  Part  of 
showing  the  government  officials  who 
must  walk  past  the  group  is  the  blue  and 
gold  banner  which  proclaims,  "People  of 
Faith  for  ERA.” 

When  the  group  was  joined  by  the 
North  Carolinians  for  ERA,  a  broader 
coalition  supporting  the  measure,  more 
than  250  persons  completely  encircled 
the  legislative  building. 

Legislators  “adamantly  opposed  to  the 
amendment  just  get  mad”  when  they  sqe 
the  group,  Ms.  Watson  said.  "But  if  they 
are  denying  the  ERA,  at  least  now  they 
can’t  do  it  on  the  grounds  that  all 
Christians  are  against  it.” 


Ghana,  Dr.  Peter  Lamptey,  say  an 
estimated  200  million  children  are 
malnourished.  To  get  at  the  problem,  he 
recommended  improved  maternal 
health  measures  education  to  health 
professionals  on  the  advantages  of 
breastfeeding  and  attention  to  the  infant 
formula  problem. 

He  advised  educating  mothers  in 
correct  formula  use,  restrictions  on 
product  advertising  and  pressure  on 
manufacturers. 

Dr.  Lefever,  whose  writings  were 
attacked,  is  reported  to  be  under 
consideration  to  be  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  head  of  human  rights 
matters.  His  challenged  statements  were 
in  his  article  in  the  Jan.  14  issue  of  the 
Wall  Street  Journal  headlined  "Politics 
and  Baby  Formula  in  the  Third  World.” 

The  UM  task  force  was  created  by  the 
1980  General  Conference  to  thoroughly 
explore  all  sides  of  the  controversy  which 
includes  the  Nestle  Boycott. 

Dr.  Lefever’s  “verbiage”  directed 
toward  religious  critics  is  “irresponsible 
and  inflammatory,”  the  nine-member 
task  force  said  in  an  adopted  statement. 

The  issue  at  hand  is  a  serious  one  for 
religious  persons,  the  members 
indicated.  Critics  of  the  Nestle 
corporation  contend  that  its  marketing 
and  promotional  procedures  contribute 
to  reducing  breastfeeding  of  infants  in 
the  Third  World.  They  assert  infant 
malnutrition  and  death  come  from  a 
variety  of  causes,  such  as  formula 
dilution  and  unsanitariness  of  the  bottle. 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  article  stated 
a  considerable  backlash  against  the 
Nestle  boycott  is  developing  in  churches 
and  cited  the  creation  of  the  UM  task 
force  as  an  example.  Task  force 
members  said  that  far  from  being  the 
result  of  a  backlash  their  panel  was 
created  to  find  if  the  UMC  should 


undertake  various  actions  including  a 
formal  boycott.  General  Conference 
voted  by  a  narrow  margin  not  to  endorse 
the  boycott  last  year. 

In  its  first  fact-gathering  session,  the 
task  force  heard  three  experts:  Dr. 
Lamptey,  assistant  professor  of  public 
health  at  the  University  of  Ghana,  Dr. 
Michael  Latham,  director  of  the 
Program  on  International  Nutrition  at 
Cornell  University  and  a  physician  with 
many  years’  experience  in  the  Third 
World;  and  Dr.  Barbara  Underwood, 
associate  professor  of  nutrition  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

Both  Dr.  Lamptey  and  Dr.  Latham 
endorsed  the  World  Health 
Organization’s  proposed  "International 
Code  of  Marketing  of  Breastmilk 
Substitutes.” 

Dr.  Latham,  however,  said  "it  does  not 
go  far  enough  and  does  not  adequately 
restrict  promotion  of  formula  through 
health  professionals.” 

Dr.  Lamptey  said  two  problems  should 
be  kept  in  mind:  whether  the  formula 
industry  will  conform,  and  whether 
national  governments  will  legislate  the 
code  into  law  and  monitor  compliance. 


Belt  tightened  to  handle  Pacific  Homes 


PASADENA,  Calif.  (UMNS)  - 
Approving  proposed  principles  of  re¬ 
organization  for  the  bankrupt  Pacific 
Homes  retirement  corporation,  the 
United  Methodist  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  last  weekend  made 
some  major  cuts  in  its  1981  conference 
budget. 

To  free  money  to  be  given  to  the 
retirement  homes,  the  conference  voted 
to  reduce  the  number  of  districts  from  10 
to  nine. 

Delegates  approved  substantial  cuts  in 


programs,  equitable  salary  assistance, 
moving  expenses  for  clergy  given  new 
appointments  and  operation  of  the 
conference  headquarters. 

A  stark  reminder  of  the  latter  greeted 
delegates  as  they  passed  the  Great  Hall 
of  First  UMC  here.  The  Conference  staff 
moved  from  its  own  quarters  to  the  hall 
on  Feb.  1. 

File  cabinets  and  desks  separate 
members  of  the  staff.  Packing  boxes  fill 
a  stage.  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell’s  office  is 
in  another  part  of  the  church. 

A  conference-wide  clergy  pension 
campaign  has  been  delayed  until  the 
Pacific  Homes  mney  has  been  raised. 

A  fund  drive  for  the  School  of  Theology 
at  Claremont  will  be  revamped. 

When  the  special  session  of  the 
conference  was  adjourned,  approximate¬ 
ly  1,000  persons  attended  a  service  of 
Holy  Communion  and  personally 
committed  almost  $431,000  toward  the 
$12  million  the  conference  must  raise 
itself  to  implement  the  agreement.  The 
first  $6  million  must  be  raised  by  July  1.  * 

These  funds  are  part  of  the  $21  million 
the  conference  will  make  available  to  the 
homes  between  now  and  1986.  The  money 
is  to  be  repaid  by  the  homes  once  they 


are  on  a  sound  financial  footing. 

Of  the  total,  $7  million  will  be  borrowed 
from  two  general  agencies  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  The  remaining  $2  million  is  being 
sought  by  a  churchwide  committee  as  a 
voluntary  contribution  to  the  conference. 

The  proposed  plan  for  reorganizing  for 
Pacific  Homes  was  announced  by  a  San 
Diego  County  Superior  Court  judge  early 
in  December.  The  approval  by  the 
conference  is  the  first  of  several  that  will 
be  necessary  before  settlement  can  be 
confirmed  by  a  federal  bankruptcy 
court,  perhaps  in  October. 

The  agreement  includes  the 
termination  of  the  half-dozen  pending 
lawsuits. 

Bishop  Tuell  received  a  prolonged 
standing  ovation  for  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  settlement  since  being  assigned  to  the 
Los  Angeles  Area  in  July.  He  told  re¬ 
porters  he  believes  the  mood  of  the  con¬ 
ference  as  it  moves  into  the  fund-raising 
stage  is  “upbeat.” 

Somewhat  more  restrained  were 
comments  from  some  conference  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  halls  of  First  UMC  here  where 
the  special  session  was  held.  One  pastor 
said  he  would  tell  his  people  that  the  “only 
thing  worse  would  be  to  go  back  to  trial.” 


Last  year  Pastor  Bauman’s  family 
believed  they’d  never  own 
their  own  home. 


New  clergy 
tax  rule 
confuses 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  A  new  and  "fairly 
ambiguous”  1980  Internal  Revenue 
Service  (IRS)  ruling  has  prompted  a 
torrent  of  questions  from  puzzled  United 
Methodist  ministers  preparing  to  file 
their  federal  income  tax  returns, 
according  to  a  church  attorney. 

Craig  Hoskins,  an  attorney  for  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  here,  said  he 
was  "pushed”  into  putting  out  an 
explanatory  letter  by  annual  conference 
treasurers  besieged  by  questions  they 
couldn’t  answer  about  IRS  ruling  80-110. 

TM/UMR  learned,  however,  that  indi¬ 
vidual  ministers  will  have  to  make  their 
own  decision  about  how  to  file.  Neither 
Mr.  Hoskins  nor  a  number  of  tax  counsellors 
can  agree  on  a  single  course  of  action. 

What  makes  1980  different  is  that  IRS 
ruling  80-110  classifies  all  ministers  as 
"employees”  rather  than  as  "self 
employed”  for  income  tax  calculations. 
(The  old  “self-employed”  status 
continues  for  Social  Security,  however) . 

What  the  change  means  is  that 
ministers  will  not  be  able  to  write  off 
(except  travel  costs)  unreimbursed 
professional  expenses  such  as  books, 
robes,  long  distance  calls,  gifts,  etc.  by 
using  Schedule  C. 

Lowest  paid  will  be  hit 

"Ministers  receiving  the  lowest  pay 
will  be  the  most  likely  to  end  up  paying 
more  taxes,”  said  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Griffith  of  Norwalk.  Calif. 

"even  if  a  pastor  receiving  low  pay  were 
to  itemize  these  unreimbursed  expenses, 
it  would  be  unlikely  the  total  would  ex¬ 
ceed  the  $3,400  minimum  deduction,” 
Mr.  Griffith  explained.  "In  the  past,  these 
professional  expenses  could  be  taken  in 
addition  to  itemized  deductions;  in  1980 
the  IRS  says  they  can’t.  The  pastor  ends 
up  paying  more  taxes.” 

Mr.  Griffith,  who  holds  a  master’s 
degree  in  the  business  administration  of 
non-profit  organizations,  and  his  father 
believe  they  have  found  a  method  for 
ministers  to  file  which  both  conforms  to 
the  new  IRS  regulations  and  avoids  the 
tax  increase  for  those  least  able  to  pay. 
They  have  advertised  their  service  in  TM/ 
UMR  as  Kodiak  Enterprises  of  Big  Bear 
Lake,  Calif.  TM/UMR’s  inquiry  into  the 
matter  was  stimulated  by  a  letter  from  a 
minister  in  California  questioning  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  the  Kodiak  Enterprises  ad. 

Mr.  Griffith  told  TM/UMR  his  is  "a 
stop  gap  method”  which  can  be  used 
until  the  IRS  ruling  can  be  improved. 
He  said  what  the  IRS  has  done  is  "to 
use  a  blockbuster  approach  to  crack  down 
on  the  “mail-order-minister  scam,  an 
area  of  serious  tax  abuse.” 

He  believes  there  are  better  ways  to 
help  the  IRS  identify  "phony”  churches 
than  the  80-110  ruling,  but  it  will  take 
time  to  get  changes  enacted  by  Congress. 

UM  ministers  may  be  clear 

Mr.  Hoskins  said  the  ruling  may  not 
apply  to  UM  ministers  because  of  church 
polity  which  describes  them  not  as 
employees  of  a  local  church  but  as 
members  of  an  annual  conference. 
"They  don’t  fit  the  IRS  definition  of  a 
common  law  employee,”  he  told 
TM/UMR.  He  is  not  advising  ministers  to 
file  either  under  the  new  procedures  or 
the  old  ones,  but  believes  a  case  can  be 
made  for  filing  as  "self-employed”  using 
Schedule  C  as  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Griffith  partly  agrees.  "We 
definitely  are  employees  of  the  annual 
conference  and  not  of  the  local  church, 
but  we  can’t  honestly  call  ourselves  self- 
employed  either.” 

The  Rev.  Manfred  Hoick,  a  well-known 
clergy  tax  specialist  wrote  in  the 
January  issue  of  Circuit  Rider,  the  UM 
clergy  journal,  that  "pastors  of 
congregations  will  have  a  hard  time 
convincing  the  IRS  they  are  self- 
employed.  After  all,  they  are  paid  a 
salary,  they  participate  in  an  employer- 
sponsored  pension  plan;  their  employer 
provides  a  health  and  death  benefit  plan; 
they  are  eligible  for  a  tax-deferred  annuity 
retirement  plan;  and  in  general,  their 
conference  or  congregation  determines 
the  'means  and  methods’  by  which  they 
will  do  their  work.” 

Mr.  Hoick  and  Mr.  Griffith  lean  toward 
advising  compliance  with  the  new  ruling 
because  they  believe  the  IRS  will  enforce 
it.  Failure  to  comply  will  probably  lead 
to  an  audit,  they  suggest. 

The  complicated  filing  procedures 
recommended  by  the  IRS,  however,  led 
one  IRS  official  to  exclaim  to  Mr. 
Griffith:  "(expletive  deleted),  that’s  al¬ 
most  impossible  to  follow.” 
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Minister  caught  in  Filipino  crossfire 

Reconciliation  of  Christians,  Muslims  is  center’s  goal 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
A  UMNS  Newsfeature 

MINDANAO,  Philippines  —  Last  year  the 
president  of  his  college  was  kidnapped 
and  held  for  20  days  in  the  mountains  of 
the  Southern  Philippines.  In  September 
his  church  was  burned  to  the  ground  and 
an  arson  attempt  was  made  on  the 
building  where  he  works. 

The  Rev.  Peter  G.  Gowing  admits  he 
and  his  family  are  in  danger  all  the  time 
because  they  are  caught  in  the  crossfire 
between  Muslim  rebels  and  the  Filipino 
military. 

Yet  he  remains  on  Mindanao  to  direct 
the  United  Methodist-supported 
Dansalan  Research  Center  because  he 
believes  the  “dreadful  warfare”  cannot 
last.  Also,  the  center,  by  encouraging 
dialogue  and  partnership  between 
Christians  and  Muslims,  is  trying  to 
confront  the  situation  and  contribute  to  a 
solution  of  the  problem. 

“A  few  friends  tell  us  we  are  brave  to 
continue  at  Dansalan,”  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  missionary  stated.  ‘‘A 
number  tell  us  it  is  foolish  to  stay  in  a 
place  of  such  obvious  danger.  Actually 
we  are  neither  brave  nor  foolish.  We  are 
simply  ordinary  Christians  caught  in 
extraordinary  circumstances.  We  stay 


because  we  feel  God  has  led  us  and  put  us 
to  work  in  this  place." 

Dansalan  Research  Center  is  situated 
on  the  campus  of  the  college  of  the  same 
name  in  Marawi  City,  Mindanao.  Its 
purpose  is  to  do  “development-oriented 
research.” 

“We  also  undertake  to  communicate  to 
the  Christian  majority  through  pub¬ 
lications  and  educational  programs  the 
information,  attitudes  and  aspirations  of 
the  Muslims  minority,”  said  Dr.  Gowing. 
Only  2.2  million  out  of  the  country’s  47 
million  people  are  Muslim. 

“Our  school  and  center  are  Christian- 
sponsored  institutions  although  97 
percent  of  the  students  are  Muslim  and 
over  half  the  staff  are  Muslim.”  The 
research  center  has  15  full-time  staff,  10 
being  Muslims. 

Since  Dansalan’s  president,  Lloyd  Van 
Vactor,  was  kidnapped  in  March,  1979, 
other  tragedies  have  plagued  the  college, 
according  to  Dr.  Gowing.  Some  staff 
members  have  been  killed,  others 
wounded.  The  church  was  razed  Sept.  21, 
probably  by  a  faction  of  Moro  National 
Liberation  Front  rebels. 

“It  was  obvious  the  20  or  30  heavily 
armed  men  who  invaded  the  campus 
were  not  out  to  destroy  the  college,”  he 
said.  “Their  main  objective  apparently 
was  to  burn  the  church  as  a  way  of 


attracting  attention.  As  Muslims,  they 
must  have  put  aside  their  Islamic 
scruples  to  strike  down  a  Christian 
symbol  on  the  campus  of  a  Christian  in¬ 
stitution  already  well-known  nationally 
and  abroad  because  of  the  widely 
publicized  Van  Vactor  kidnapping.” 

Dr.  Gowing  said  he  believes  the  attack 
was  coordinated  with  one  in  Cotabato 
City,  where  12  bombs  were  set  off  at 
night  in  carefully  selected  places  and  no 
one  was  hurt.  Also,  he  added  he  feels  at 
least  some  of  the  rebels  wanted  to  avoid 
human  casualties  while  calling  attention 
to  the  war. 

The  present  warfare,  begun  in  1970,  is 
the  latest  chapter  in  a  400-year-old 
struggle  of  Muslim  Filipinos  to  preserve 
their  identity. 

“The  Muslims  think  the  majority 
people  are  trying  to  control  the  land  and 
make  them  Christians.  They  view  the 
integration  policy  of  the  Filipino 
government  as  trying  to  make  them  like 
the  Filipino  population,  and  this  is 
threatening  to  their  identity  —  not  just 
their  doctrine  but  their  social,  political 
and  economic  identity,  their  worldview 
and  scheme  of  creation,”  said  the 
missionary. 

“My  feeling  is  that  in  recent  years  the 
government  has  not  been  engaged  in  a 
genocidal  campaign  against  the 


Muslims,”  he  said.  “The  government 
says  it  takes  seriously  its  Islamic 
heritage  and  does  work  for  recon¬ 
ciliation,  but  the  Muslims  see  what  is 
done  as  mere  palliatives.” 

Meanwhile,  he  said,  Muslims  feel  the 
heavy  hand  of  the  military  in  warfare  in 
which  thousands  have  lost  their  lives, 
killed  by  military  operations  that  never 
came  to  public  attention. 

Last  August,  for  example,  80  civilians 
were  killed  in  a  town  30  kilometers  from 
Marawi  City.  They  were  attending  the 
wedding  of  a  local  rebel  commander.  The 
military  surrounded  the  wedding.  The 
bride  was  killed,  the  sultan  was  killed. 
Most  of  the  rebels  got  away.  Not  a  word 
of  the  event  appeared  in  the  public  press. 
“Days  later,”  said  Dr.  Gowing,  “word  of 
the  massacre  trickled  out”  and  he  heard 
about  it. 

“This  happens  all  the  time,”  he  added. 

Dansalan  Research  Center  is  heavily 
involved  in  Christian-Muslim  dialogue 
with  young  adults  and  others  of  all  ages 
who  are  brought  together  to  work  on 
common  problems  and  to  get  to  know  one 
another  as  human  beings. 

“Dansalan  is  like  the  crocuses  that 
push  their  way  up  through  the  snow,” 
said  the  missionary.  “At  present  we  have 
got  more  snow  than  crocuses  but  spring 
is  sure  to  follow  ” 


World’s  faithful  pray  for  leaders,  spirituality 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  They  came 
from  112  countries  and  fifty  states,  the 
members  and  associates  of  “the  fel¬ 
lowship”  who  gathered  recently  here 
with  leading  politicians  for  a  prayer 
breakfast. 

For  twenty-nine  years,  the  event 
annually  has  drawn  the  faithful  to  Wash¬ 
ington  to  pray  for  the  nation’s  and  the 
world’s  leaders  and  for  a  worldwide  spir¬ 
itual  awakening. 

Little  note  ever  appears  in  print  about 
the  activities  of  these  followers  of  Christ, 
though  worldwide  they  number  in  the 
thousands. 

The  “movement”  started  in  the  early 
fifties  as  a  group  of  men  praying  together 
“to  know  God  through  Christ  and  to  love 
him  with  all  our  heart,  and  with  all  our 
soul,  and  with  all  our  mind,  and  with  all 
our  strength  and  to  love  our  fellow  man 
as  ourselves.” 

The  most  attention  the  group  received 


in  all  that  time  was  a  mention  in  Charles 
Colson’s  book  “Born  Again,”  the 
chronicle  of  his  conversion  to  Christ  from 
the  ruthless  Watergate  hatchet  man  of 
Richard  Nixon.  The  fellowship  there 
again  is  depicted  as  just  a  small  group  of 
congressional  leaders  who  meet  together 
regularly  for  prayer. 

But  when  nearly  four  thousand  prom¬ 


inent  and  not-so-prominent  businessmen, 
Canadian  members  of  Parliament, 
members  of  Indian  and  European 
royalty,  some  American  generals  and  a 
Greek  shipping  magnate  or  two 
convened  recently  to  hear  President 
Reagan  and  other  leaders  address  spir¬ 
itual  issues,  some  notice  was  taken. 

At  the  breakfast  itself,  Edward  Koch, 


‘Evangelical  liberalism’  predicted 


LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  The  new 
minister  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  here  is  simultaneously  predicting 
and  endorsing  a  new  “evangelical  liber¬ 
alism”  as  the  main  source  for  church 
vitality  in  the  1980s. 

“Today  I  see  evidence  of  the  coming  to¬ 
gether  of  so-called  evangelical  religion 
and  mainline  Protestantism,”  the  Rev. 
Donald  B.  Ward  says. 

“Perhaps  (they  will  be)  driven  to¬ 


gether  by  their  common  suspicion  of  the 
new  far  left  and  far  right  cults  paraded 
before  us  in  the  Sunday  supplements  and 
on  ‘60  Minutes,’  ”  he  said.  “To  me  this 
budding  partnership  is  most  en¬ 
couraging. 

“Not  being  a  biblical  literalist,”  Mr. 
Ward  continued,  “I  find  myself  being 
more  accepting  of  those  who  are, 
knowing  it  to  be  the  fuel  that  feeds  flames 
of  high  commitment.” 


mayor  of  New  York,  and  Vice  President 
George  Bush  gave  scripture  readings. 
Prayers  were  offered  by  Sen.  Lawton  M. 
Chiles  from  Florida,  Barbara  J.  Wil¬ 
liams,  executive  director  of  the  congres¬ 
sional  black  caucus,  and  General 
Edward  C.  Meyer,  U.S.  Army  Chief  of 
Staff.  Albert  H.  Quie,  Minnesota  gov¬ 
ernor,  gave  the  keynote  address. 

But  the  high  point  for  many  was  hear¬ 
ing  Mr.  Reagan  share  a  dream  he  said 
had  given  him  strength  “through  the 
hard  times.”  In  it,  he  saw  himself  as  a 
man  walking  along  a  sandy  beach,  with 
Jesus  walking  beside  him,  he  said. 

When  looking  back  on  particularly 
tough  times,  sometimes  he  could  only 
distinguish  one  set  of  footprings,  but 
when  he  asked  God  why,  the  answer  was 
that  he  was  being  carried.  Telling  the 
story  brought  tears  to  the  president’s 
eyes,  a  rasp  to  his  voice  and  rapt  atten¬ 
tion  from  his  audience. 
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Methodists  to  introduce  centennial  hymn 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  —  Methodists  from  around  the  world  who  gather 
this  summer  in  Honolulu  will  participate  in  the  introduction  of  a  hymn  penned 
especially  for  the  centennial  meeting  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference. 

‘All  Things  New"  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Chester  E.  Custer,  an  executive  on  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  staff.  The  music  was  composed  by  Albin  C. 
Whitworth,  choirmaster-organist  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lexington.  Ky., 
and  organist  for  the  sessions  in  Honolulu. 

"Centennial”  was  chosen  as  the  name  of  the  tune  by  Robert  Hoffelt,  music  editor  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  Mr.  Hoffelt  said  he  believes  the  hymn  is 
“very  ecumenical”  since  it  centers  on  the  theme.  “Behold,  our  Lord  makes  all  things 
new”  and  is  not  limited  to  the  Methodist  family. 


Ministry  provides  two-bit  lunch 

Special  To  TM/UMR 


LARAMIE,  Wy.  —  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  ate 
a  fall,  delicious  meal  out  for  a  quarter? 

The  Two-Bit  Lunch  Bunch  at  University  Common 
Ministry  in  Laramie  at  the  University  of  Wyoming 
provides  just  that.  Throughout  this  semester  between 
30  and  40  students,  staff  and  faculty  have  met  at 
U.C.M.  weekly  at  Thursday  noon  for  interesting 
programs,  fellowship  and  meals  provided  by  churches 
in  the  Laramie  community,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Garry  L.  Oliver. 

The  “Two-Bit  Lunch  Bunch”  was  designed  to 
accomplish  several  goals:  University  students  are 
provided  with  a  nutritious,  delicious,  low-priced  meal, 
the  Laramie  churches  are  directly  involved  in  campus 
ministry,  and  programs  aim  at  the  interchange 
between  Christianity  and  academia  in  order  to  help 
each  inform  the  other. 

The  key  to  the  overwhelming  success  of  the  Two-Bit 
Lunch  Bunch  has  been  the  inexpensive  meal.  Almost 
everyone  in  a  university  is  broke.  But  when  that 
quarter  buys  soup,  homemade  bread,  salad,  cake,  a 
drink,  not  to  mention  a  student’s  favorite  .  .  .  potato 


chips  .  .  .  one  is  bound  to  miss  not  one  meal  at 
Laramie's  ecumenical  ministry. 

These  meals  are  provided  free  of  charge  to  the 
campus  ministry  by  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  St.  Paul’s  United 
Church  of  Christ,  First  Christian  Church,  First 
American  Baptist  Church  and  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church.  The  25  cents  is  used  by  UCM  for  programming 
expenses. 

A  further  reason  the  attendance  at  these  meetings 
has  been  so  consistent  is  the  programming.  Examples 
of  topics  and  leadership  are  as  follows:  Dr.  Leo 
Sprinkle  gave  his  views  of  religious  values  in  the  future 
based  on  his  interviewing  people  who  have  had  U.F.O. 
experiences;  Mr.  Oliver,  associate  director  of  U.C.M. , 
led  a  discussion  during  Halloween  on  “God  and  the 
Occult,"  specifically  witchcraft.  Mrs.  Garner 
Cavendar  analyzed  the  handwriting  of  Martin  Luther 
and  John  Wesley  among  others  when  she  shared  her 
experiences  as  a  handwriting  analyst.  Dr.  W.  F. 
Hankins  talked  about  acupuncture  and  Chinese 
spirituality. 


Driving  a  truck  gives  pastor  great  respect  for  the  group 


By  JIM  KULP 
Religious  News  Service 

WOOD  RIVER,  Ill.  -  The  Rev.  Robert  Long 
has  great  respect  for  truck  drivers,  and  so  he 
should.  Starting  in  1977,  he  drove  an  18-wheel 
tractor-trailer  himself  for  about  a  year. 

Mr.  Long  is  the  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Wood  River,  an  industrial  town  in 
Southern  Illinois  across  the  Mississippi  River  from 
St.  Louis.  In  1977  he  took  “a  sort  of  sabbatical”  from 
the  ministry  and,  to  support  his  family,  drove  a 
long-haul  truck  for  the  Highland  Supply  Co.,  in 
Highland,  Ill.,  makers  of  tinted  aluminum  foil  for 
flower  pots  and  “grass"  for  Easter  baskets. 


“There  are  a  lot  of  devout  Christian  truck  drivers 
and  husband-wife  teams  on  the  road,"  says  Mr. 
Long.  “They  are  committed  family  men  and  caring 
people  who  take  their  truck'  driving  responsibilities 
seriously.  They  will  cough  up  with  donations  for  a 
trucker’s  family  in  trouble.” 

He  has  particular  respect  for  the  “old  timers"  in 
trucking,  the  men  who  drove  18-wheelers  over  two- 
lane  roads  when  the  equipment  wasn’t  nearly  as 
good  as  it  is  today. 

“Those  men  built  the  trucking  industry,”  he  says. 

While  driving  for  Highland  Supply  Co.,  Mr.  Long 
picked  up  raw  materials  and  delivered  the  finished 


Clergy  urge 
fasting,  prayer 
until  crimes  solved 

ATLANTA  —  Mrs.  Willie 
May  Mathis,  mother  of  one 
of  20  black  victims  mur¬ 
dered  here,  weeps  during 
Jeffery's  funeral.  Atlanta 
pastors  —  black  and  white 
—  are  urging  their  parish¬ 
ioners  to  fast  and  pray  ev¬ 
ery  Wednesday  afternoon 
for  an  end  to  the  murders  of 
black  children  in  the  city 
until  the  murderer  or  mur¬ 
derers  are  caught.  Ex¬ 
plaining  why,  the  clergy¬ 
men  said:  “In  the  Bible, 
every  time  God’s  people 
came  together  fasting  and 
praying  out  of  a  sense  of 
desperation  and  depen¬ 
dence  on  God,  he  answered 
their  prayers.  We’re  expect¬ 
ing  God  to  do  the  same  in 
this  case." 
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product  around  the  country.  His  route  took  him  to 
New  York,  Delaware  and  Tennessee. 

“With  a  team  you  can  log  1,000  miles  a  day,”  he 
says.  “People  don’t  understand  the  terrific  pressure 
truck  drivers  are  under  to  get  a  load  to  a 
destination,  with  a  35-ton  truck,  going  down  a 
highway  at  55  miles  an  hour,  with  people  darting  in 
and  out  in  front  of  them. 

“Plus  the  food.  With  an  18-wheeler  you  don’t  just 
pull  in  anywhere.  Usually  you  have  to  go  to  a  truck 
stop  where  you  can  park,  and  sometimes  the  food 
isn’t  as  good.  You  can’t  just  pull  off  the  road 
anywhere  and  get  a  cup  of  coffee.” 

He  says  CB  radios  help  relieve  the  fatigue.  Often 


he  would  have  conversations  with  other  drivers  or, 
in  many  communities,  with  handicapped  persons  or 
shut-ins  who  have  base-unit  CBs  and  talk  to  truck 
drivers. 

“Many  people  have  a  romantic  idea  of  the  truck 
driver’s  life,  that  they  get  to  see  the  country,”  Mr. 
Long  says.  “But  it’s  hard  work.  Nine  out  of  10  times, 
when  you  get  somewhere  you  have  to  pick  up  a  load 
and  come  right  back  within  12  to  24  hours  of  the  time 
you  unload.  You  don’t  get  a  chance  to  see  a  city." 

The  minister  did  not  take  his  religion  on  the  road 
with  him  and  did  not  try  to  convert  anyone.  It  was 
just  a  way  of  making  a  living. 


Dear  Deborah 

Heart  attack  victim  blames  neighbor  for  illness 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  moved  into  a  retirement  home,  and 
across  the  hall  was  a  wonderful  couple. 
No  children,  no  relatives.  1  loved  them 
from  the  start!  It  wasn't  long  until  he  be¬ 
came  ill.  couldn't  drive  the  car  and  she 
didn't  drive.  So  I  offered  to  take  him  to 
the  doctor  and  to  get  groceries  for  them. 
He  was  put  in  the  medical  center  but  with 
or  without  permission,  she  would  take 
him  out  and  make  him  do  too  much  for 
his  heart.  This  went  on  for  months. 

One  day  she  accused  me  of  putting  him 
in  the  medical  center.  The  administrator 
and  the  doctor  put  him  in  the  med  center 
—  I  knew  nothing  about  it.  She  said  I 
tried  to  make  people  think  I  was  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  but  that  I  was  headed  for  Hell.  It 
gave  me  a  severe  heart  attack.  I  have 
suffered  and  am  under  great  pain.  I  can't 
be  in  a  crowd,  play  games,  or  go  to 
church. 

I  have  tried  to  adjust  but  it  seems  I  just 
can't.  She  lives  just  across  the  hall,  and  I 
can't  avoid  seeing  her  My  husband  has 
told  me  so  many  times  'do  like  I  did  for 
this  couple  and  in  time  they  will  turn 
around  and  kick  you  in  the  rear.'  Well, 
I‘ve  found  this  out  on  several  occasions 


when  I  did  for  people. 

What  I  want  to  know  —  what  can  I  do  to 
get  well ?  I  pray  night  and  day  for  myself 
and  her  also.  She  won't  speak,  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  me.  and 
what  she's  told  only  God  knows  —  which 
if  it  was  not  good  it  was  a  lie  as  I  did 
nothing  but  good  for  them. 

All  my  gas,  car  and  service  was  free. 
They  never  offered  me  anything  and  I 
wouldn't  have  taken  it  if  they  had.  I  did  it 
for  love.  I'm  about  crazy. 

About  Crazy 

Dear  About  Crazy: 

You  are  experiencing  a  form  of  grief  — 
the  worst  kind  because  it  stems  from  re¬ 
jection  by  another  person.  You  relate 
your  physical  problems  directly  to  the 
events  of  this  rejection  so  you  yourself 
see  the  relationship  is  at  least  partially 
responsible  for  your  illness.  When  we  are 
rejected  by  another  person  for  no  reason 
at  all,  then  the  problem  is  not  ours  but 
theirs.  You  must  put  this  experience  be¬ 
hind  you,  not  dwell  upon  it  even  in  your 
prayers  for  you  have  let  a  bad  situation 
become  obsessive  and  take  over  your 
life. 


Pray  one  last  time  for  your  friend 
(former  friend  1  should  say)  and  pray 
that  she  will  be  filled  with  God’s  spirit 
and  trust  her  to  God’s  loving  care.  Then 
begin  to  go  out  and  get  active  in  all  things 
again.  Make  new  friends.  By  the  way. 
your  husband  is  dead  wrong  about  people 
“turning”  on  those  who  do  only  good  to 
them.  Of  course,  there  are  painful  excep¬ 
tions  and  you  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
run  into  more  than  one. 

I  have  noticed  that  some  people  have  a 
very  difficult  time  accepting  favors  from 
others  and  1  have  noticed  also  that  these 
persons  are  usually  selfish  themselves. 
Eventually  they  begin  to  feel  guilty  for 
their  own  lack  of  gratitude  and  they 
strike  out.  Don’t  let  this  kind  of  person 
rule  your  life.  Let  God  help  you ! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life  Al¬ 
though  individual  letters  cannot  be  an 
swered.  questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write:  "Dear 
Deborah ."  PO  Box  221076.  Dallas. 


Diary 

BY  BARBARA  B.DOLLIVER  ^ 

I  shall  not  catalogue  my  sins  — 

Too  great  a  load  to  bear! 

Nor  count  the  sorrows,  of  my  own 
Or  those  in  which  I  share. 

The  pleasures  of  the  everyday 
I  shall  record  instead, 

Let  blessings  go  unnoticed  and 
The  prayer  of  thanks  unsaid. 

Acknowledge 
personhood 
of  old  ones 

BY  RICHARD  C.  DUJARDIN 
Religious  News  Service 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  —  Should  grandma 
go  off  to  a  nursing  home? 

Some  nurses  and  social  workers  think 
families  often  are  all  too  quick  to  answer 
yes  to  that  question,  even  when  there  is’ 
no  reason  for  it. 

What  changes  need  therefore  to  be 
made  in  the  way  we  care  for  the  frail  and 
elderly.  This  question  was  put  to  clergy, 
physicians  and  administrators  at  a  re¬ 
cent  symposium  at  Butler  Hospital  here. 

Emerging  from  the  symposium  was  a 
consensus  that  one  of  the  main  wishes  of 
most  frail,  elderly  people  is  to  be  treated 
as  persons,  rather  than  as  objects  who 
have  aged. 

“Before  coming  over  here,  I  talked  to 
some  of  our  senior  citizens,”  related  Ann 
D.  Hill,  director  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Providence’s  Martin  de 
Porres  Center.  She  said  they  told  her: 

“I  wish  I  could  be  treated  as  an  intelli¬ 
gent  person,  and  I  wish  folks  would  talk 
with  me  about  what  my  problem  is  and 
let  me  have  a  voice  in  discussing  it. 

I  wish  that  people  would  not  say  to  me, 
‘You’ve  lived  to  be  a  ripe  old  age.’ 
You  never  know  what  that  means  It 
may  mean  it’s  time  to  go.” 

Mrs.  Hill,  who  is  black  and  reaching 
old  age  herself,  said  she  is  also  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  scarcity  of  black  pro¬ 
viders  in  the  human  service  field.  This 
neglect,  she  said,  leads  to  cultural  depri¬ 
vation  and  a  loss  of  one’s  past 

“As  a  black  frail  woman.  I’d  love  to  see 
a  black  service  provider  talking  to  me 
about  pig  feet.  And  I  don’t  care  if  I  was  85 
years  old  and  not  able  to  eat  it  anymore, 

I’d  like  to  remember  when  I  cooked  black- 
eyed  peas  and  rice  on  New  Year’s  Eve.” 

A  rabbi  read  from  a  poem  about  an 
elderly  woman: 

“Inside  this  old  carcass,”  she  insists, 
there  still  dwells  ‘a  young  girl  of  16  with 
wings  on  her  feet,’  a  bride  soon  at  20, 
whose  ‘heart  gives  a  leap’  remembering 
the  vows  she  had  promised  to  keep,  and  a 
woman  of  30  whose  ‘young  now  grow 
fast.’  ” 

Ruth  Menge,  a  nurse  and  coordinator 
of  a  soon-to-be-launched  in-home  services 
program  run  by  the  state  Department  of 
Elderly  Affairs,  talked  of  making  one’s 
final  years  happy  years 

So  what,  she  asked,  if  an  elderly  person 
doesn’t  like  to  go  to  bed  at  night,  and 
wants  to  spend  her  days  and  nights  in  her 
home  on  a  chaise  lounge?  Even  if  an 
elderly  man  or  woman  does  not  behave  in 
a  way  that  conforms  to  common  middle- 
class  ways,  is  that  any  reason,  she  asked,  > 
to  force  him  or  her  into  a  nursing  home?  i 
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CENTENARY  COLLEGE  OF  LOUISIANA 


Established  1825 


March  6, 1981 


The  Centenary  Church  Council  has  had 
a  successful  first  year.  Attending  the 
opening  session  are  (left  to  right)  Bill 
Mayo,  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  area;  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin;  George  Nelson,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  Phillip  Budd, 
President  of  the  Student  Government 
Association,  and  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire,  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  area. 


President  Donald  Webb  has  a  little  fun  with  members  of  the  President’s  Advisory 
Council.  The  select  group  of  students,  who  work  with  the  administration,  are  chosen 
on  the  basis  of  high  academic  standing  and  leadership  qualities. 


Centenary  College,  located  in  Shreveport,  La.,  is  a 
four-year  liberal  arts  Methodist-related  college. 
Undergraduate  degrees  are  offered  in  24  major  areas 
of  study,  with  M.B.A.  and  M.Ed.  degrees  offered  in  the 
graduate  programs.  On  April  23  Centenary  College 
marks  its  156th  year  as  the  oldest  private  institution  of 
higher  learning  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 


Basketball  has  had  another  exciting  season  at  Centenary  College. 
The  Trans-America  Athletic  Conference  Tournament  takes  place 
this  weekend  at  Hirsch  Coliseum  in  Shreveport. 


Have  a  slice  of  the  Centenary 
pineapple  at  High  School 
Weekend  March  14-15.  The 
pineapple  is  the  symbol  of 
hospitality  and  friendship,  two  of 
the  main  ingredients  at  Centenary 
College.  Call  the  Office  of 
Admissions  for  more  information 
or  to  make  a  reservation,  (318) 
869-5131. 


The  Rev.  Don  McDowell  began 
work  Feb.  2  as  Centenary 
College’s  Director  of  Church 
Relations.  Don  will  keep  in  touch 
with  the  Conference  churches, 
assisting  with  Centenary’s 
admissions,  continuing  education, 
and  development  work.  Look  for 
Don  —  he’s  your  link  to 
Louisiana’s  United  Methodist 
College. 


Academic  excellence  is  a  top  priority  at  Centenary  where  85  percent  of  our  pre-med 
students  are  accepted  into  medical  school  and  100  percent  of  our  pre-law  students  are 
accepted  into  law  school.  Sixty-eight  percent  of  the  faculty  hold  doctoral  degrees.  And,  as  a 
church-related  college,  we  believe  that  knowledge  and  religious  values  have  to  be  linked  if 
one  is  to  enhance  the  meaning  of  the  other. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  WEEKEND  MARCH  14-15, 1981 
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Ground-breaking  service  Sunday 


Methodists  from  across  the  state  will 
gather  in  Baton  Rouge  at  4:00  p.m.  this 
Sunday  to  participate  in  a  ground¬ 
breaking  service  for  a  new  Headquarters 
Building. 

Governor  Dave  Treen,  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  and  Mr.  Luther 
Jordan,  chairperson  of  the  Building 
Committee,  will  be  leaders  for  the 
service. 

The  site,  located  at  North  Blvd.  and 
Sixth  St.  in  downtown  Baton  Rouge,  was 
acquired  after  members  of  the 
committee  had  made  a  careful  study  of 
available  property. 

The  Headquarters  Building  is  the 
result  of  a  consolidation  move  in  1979, 
when  the  offices  and  residence  of  the 
bishop  were  moved  from  New  Orleans, 
and  the  offices  of  the  treasurer,  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
and  the  Council  on  Ministries  were 
moved  from  Shreveport. 

Governor  Treen,  who  is  an  active 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  assist  Bishop  Shamblin  with  the 
service.  Dr.  Earl  Redding,  Minister  of 
Music  from  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
will  direct  a  mass  choir,  made  up  of 
persons  from  many  local  church  choirs 
in  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  special 
music  for  the  occasion. 

Other  officials  of  the  Church  will  take 
part  are  Dr.  Thomas  Matheny, 
Hammond,  Conference  Lay  Leader  and 
President  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church;  Mrs.  Janet 
Hoffpauir,  Natchitoches,  President  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women;  and  Mrs.  Amy 
Ward,  New  Orleans,  President  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Luman  Douglas,  Rev.  Carl 
Wethers,  and  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain  will 
represent  the  elder  statesmen  of  the 
Church. 

Dr.  Leon  Netterville,  Mr.  Paul  White, 
and  Dr.  Richard  Hill  will  represent  the 
laity  ;  and  a  group  of  youth  will  witness  to 
the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  their 
generation. 


Resources  that  are  NOT  listed  in  the  A- 
V  Catalog,  but  that  are  in  the  Conference 
library : 

1  —  “Heart  of  the  Bible”  series,  by  Dr. 
Edward  Bauman,  a  13-film  series 
covering  the  Bible,  bejginning  with 
creation,  and  ending  with  life  after 
death. 

2  —  “The  Bible  and  New  Life  for  the 
Church,”  also  by  Dr.  Bauman,  and  also  a 
13-film  series,  covering  the  New 
Testament. 

3  —  "How  We  got  our  Easter 
Customs.” 

4  —  "Cross  Roads,”  a  16  mm  film 
dealing  with  the  ministry  as  a  chosen 
vocation.  A  young  man  has  many 
questions,  after  losing  his  best  friend, 
and  in  his  search  for  answers,  finds  a  life 
choice,  but  has  to  overcome  his  father’s 
objections. 

NEW  RESOURCES  ADDED  TO  THE 
LIBRARY 

1  —  “Billy’s  Mime,”  replaced  after 
being  destroyed. 

2  —  “Harry  Chapin  On  World  Hunger.  ” 

3  —  “More  Than  Numbers,”  16  mm, 
dealing  with  world  hunger.  Draws  a 
relation  between  the  many  complex 
issues  that  are  a  part  of  the 
hunger/population  problem. 

4  —  “Developing  the  Person  as  a 
Leader,”  a  documentary  of  the  pilot 
project  on  developing  leadership  in  a 
small  church. 

5  —  “Church  and  Campus,”  an 
essential  evangelism. 

6  —  “Africa  2000.”  A  new  kit,  more 
comprehensive. 

7  —  “Finding  the  Way  Forward.”  A 
new  16  mm  on  Methodism. 

8  —  “Here  Am  I,”  a  new  kit  dealing 
with  police-community  relations  and 
voluntary  service. 

9  — “Zimbabwe  Reborn.” 

10  —  Catalyst  Series:  Volume  12, 
numbers  9-12. 

11  —  “The  Spirit  is  Moving.” 
Documentary  of  the  first  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference,  Truro, 
England.  Helping  youth  to  grapple  with 
the  meaning  of  global  evangelism. 

12  —  “To  be  True  to  Yourself,"  a  new 
16  mm  film,  recognizing  the  need  to  love 
yourself. 

Contact  Irene  Williams,  A-V  librarian 
in  the  Conference  Office  for  use  of  any  of 
these. 
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Around  the 
conference 


Youth  service  fund 
reaches  all-time  high 

Youth  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
raised  a  total  of  $6,281.30  for  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  (YSF)  in  1980  to  reach  an 
all-time  high!  This  figure  ranks 
Louisiana  number  7  of  the  17  conferences 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  21st 
in  the  nation  of  the  73  conferences. 
Louisiana  was  34th  in  the  nation  in  1979. 

The  total  received  will  allow  the  youth 
to  fulfill  pledges  to  their  1980  projects; 
$2,000  salary  to  initiate  part-time 
chaplain  at  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital;  $1,000  “seed  money”  to  begin 
the  improvement  of  Camp  Brewer ;  and  a 
contribution  to  the  Science  Education 
Project  on  World  Hunger.  Louisiana 
contributed  $1,900  (30%  of  the  total)  to 
the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  to  be  used  for  the  1980 
National  YSF  Projects  located  across  the 
nation. 

Congratulationsto  the  youth  on  a  job 
well  done! 


The  Centenary  College  Library  is  the  setting  for  the  monthly  Board  of 
Directors  meetings  for  the  LAMECO  Credit  Union.  Members  of  the  Board 
include  (seated,  1.  to  r.)  Mamie  Huffman,  office  manager;  Dr.  Dan  Tohline, 
president;  Rebecca  Stovall,  secretary;  and  (standing)  Dr.  David  Thomas, 
vice-president;  Dr.  Don  Emler,  loan  officer;  Rev.  J.  W.  Matthews, 
chairperson  Supervisory  Committee;  and  Dr.  Warren  N.  White.  Not 
pictured  are  Rev.  Harold  Longfellow,  Bill  Causey,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Lewis 
Bettinger. 


Credit  Union 


Still  a  bargain 


There  aren’t  many  things  that  still  only 
cost  25  cents. 

But  a  membership  in  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Conference  (LAMECO) 
Federal  Credit  Union  is  one  of  them. 

For  only  25  cents  (and  a  $5.00  deposit), 
any  member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  pays  staff  members  of  local 
United  ,  Methodist  Churches,  and 
employees  of  Centenary  College  may 
join  LAMECO. 

The  non-profit  organization  is  designed 
to  promote  thrift  and  the  wise  use  of 
money.  The  members  are  the  owners  of 
all  assets,  and  enjoy  the  same  benefits, 
which  include  sound  savings  plans,  low 
cost  loans,  periodic  dividends,  insurance 
on  both  savings  and  loans,  and  financial 
information. 

Regular  share  (savings)  accounts  are 
currently  paying  a  dividend  of  six 
percent  compounded  semi-annually. 
Certificates  of  Deposit  may  also  be 
purchased.  All  accounts  are  insured  by 
the  federal  government  up  to  $4,000. 

Insurance 

One  of  the  most  insurance  extras 
provided  by  LAMECO  is  the  Life  Savings 
Insurance.  Members  may  earn  life 


insurance  based  on  their  savings 
deposits  to  a  maximum  of  $2,000.  Savings 
deposited  before  age  55  are  matched  with 
life  insurance,  dollar  for  dollar  to  the 
$2,000  maximum.  After  age  55, 
insurances  determine  on  a  age-scale 
basis. 

Loan  protection  insurance  is  also 
carried  at  no  cost  to  the  members.  In 
case  of  the  death  of  a  member,  the  loan  is 
automatically  paid. 

New  car  loans  are  being  made  up  to 
$6,000  with  42-months  to  repay  at  an 
interest  rate  of  15  percent.  Used  car 
loans  may  be  made  up  to  $4,000  with  36- 
months  to  repay  at  15  percent.  Signature 
loans  are  available  up  to  $1,500  at  12 
percent  with  24-months  to  repay,  and  one 
may  borrow  against  one’s  share  deposit 
at  a  rate  of  9  percent. 

To  obtain  a  loan,  one  must  have  been  a 
member  of  the  credit  union  for  30  days. 

At  present,  LAMECO  has  assets  of 
$200,000  and  a  membership  of  370 
persons. 

Membership  cards  may  be  obtained 
from  the  payroll  office  at  Centenary 
College,  P.  O.  Box  4188,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104. 

LAMECO  Credit  Union  —  a  bargain ! 


Shown  above,  at  left,  Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron  and.  right.  Mrs.  Audrey  Milo. 

United  Meth.  Women 

Journey  into  newness 


MONROE  —  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  T.  L. 
James  Professor  of  Religion  at 
Centenary  College,  presented  a  three- 
^ Sunday  study  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC. 

•  *  * 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Rev.  Caser  Small, 
reporter  and  lay  leader  for  Ross  UMC, 
reports  a  successful  Woman’s  Day 
Program.  The  speaker  was  Mrs.  Ella 
Mae  Brickley  from  the  Greater  Bright 
Morning  Star  Baptist  Church;  Mrs. 
Orener  J.  Hilliard  was  the  chairperson; 
Rev.  Douglas  Barrie  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

LAKE  CHARLES  -  The  G.  W 
Pomeroy  Lectures  will  be  held  at  First 
UMC  April  12-14.  Dr.  Mouzon  Biggs, 
pastor  of  Boston  Avenue  UMC  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  will  be  the  speaker.  The 
Celebration  Singers  of  Lake  Charles,  the 
Bell  Choir  from  Trinity  UMC  Beaumont, 
and  the  Welsh  Choir  will  all  provide 
special  music. 

•  •  * 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  —  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of 
Dillard  University,  spoke  at  the  second 
spring  Convocation.  Dr.  Cook  has  been 
president  of  Dillard  University  since 
January  1, 1975. 

•  *  * 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  North  Baton 
Rouge  UMC  will  dedicate  the  sanctuary 
on  March  22nd.  A1  Fox,  who  sent  us  the 
announcement,  said,  “the  celebration  is 
in  honor  of  the  completion  of  payments 
on  the  sanctuary  mortgage  note.”  A 
number  of  former  pastors  of  the  church 
are  expected  to  attend  the  occassion. 

•  •  • 

SHREVEPORT  —  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
James  K.  Mathews  were  special  guest 
speakers  for  the  annual  Shreveport 
District  Board  of  Missions  Banquet,  held 
at  Noel  UMC.  The  Mathews  presented  a 
dialogue  presentation  concerning  their 
work  in  India,  especially  as  it  related  to 
Mrs.  Mathews’  father,  the  late  Dr.  E. 
Stanley  Jones.  The  banquet,  held  each 
year,  elects  the  Executive  Committee  for 
the  next  conference  year,  makes  grants 
to  churches  seeking  financial  aid,  and 
emphasizes  the  mission  program  of  the 
church. 

*  *  * 

AMITE  —  Mrs.  India  Mount  asks  that 
we  announce  that  the  Annual  Retreat  for 
Parsonettes  of  the  Baton  Rouge  and  New 
Orleans  districts  will  be  held  April  24-25 
at  Camp  Istrouma.  The  theme, 
according  to  India,  is  “Keeping  Fit: 
Physically,  Mentally,  and  Spiritually.” 

•  •  • 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Members  of 
Camphor  Memorial  UMC  are  sharing  in 
mid-week  Lenten  Evangelistic  services 
during  the  week  preseding  Easter.  Rev. 
Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.;  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn;  Rev.  Curtis  Johnson;  Rev. 
James  P.  Woodland;  and  a  host  of 
musical  groups  will  be  participating  in 
the  various  services.  Rev.  George  W.  C. 
Calvin  is  the  pastor. 


Shown  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Gulfside,  are  1.  to  r.  Bishop 
Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Bishop  Carlton  P.  Minnick,  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield,  and 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 

Gulfside  trustees  meet 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  conduct  a 
retreat  at  Seashore  Methodist  Assembly, 
Biloxi,  Miss.,  March  27-29.  The  theme  of 
the  retreat  will  be  “JOURNEY  INTO 
NEWNESS, ’’  Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron  of 
Pineville  will  be  the  leader  for  the 
retreat.  Mrs.  Audrey  Milo  of  Shreveport 
will  be  the  Director  of  Music  and 
Worship. 

This  will  be  an  opportunity  for  the 
Women  of  the  conference  to  leave  the 
stress  and  striving  and  enter  into  the 


presence  of  God  in  a  new  way  —  seeking 
self-discovery,  spiritual  growth, 
inspiriation,  challenge,  renewal,  and 
rededication. 

There  is  a  strict  limit  of  150.  If 
registrations  are  filled,  you  will  be 
placed  on  a  waiting  list  and  notified.  If 
you  wish  to  participate  in  your  own 
home,  indicate  on  a  registration  form 
and  send  $4.00  to  the  registrar.  Cost  for 
the  retreat  at  Biloxi  will  be  $49.00. 

Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart  of  DeRidder  is 
chairperson  for  the  event. 
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The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Gulfside  met 
at  the  assembly  grounds  recently. 
Twenty-one  of  the  twenty-six  trustees 
were  present.  That  number  included  four 
bishops;  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  President,  San 
Antonio;  Carlton  P.  Minnick,  Vice- 
president,  Jackson;  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  St. 
Louis;  and  Finis  Crutchfield,  Houston. 

The  treasurer,  Mr.  Wayne  F.  Calbert, 
reported  that  the  organization  had  an 
excellent  financial  year. 

A  budget  of  $119,400  was  adopted.  This 
is  an  increase  of  $4,137. 

The  Director,  Dennis  R.  Fletcher, 
reported  camping  programs  such  as 
“opportunities  for  100  under-privileged 
children”;  “Preaching  In  The  Black 
Tradition”;  Convocation  on  Youth 
Activities;  Evangelism  For  Our  Time; 
EMLC  Program;  Convocation  On  Aging, 
in  cooperation  with  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries;  the  annual  Reunion 
at  Gulfside  and  other  programs. 

Mrs.  Rometta  Roberts,  former  acting 
director,  Waveland,  Miss.,  Dr.  Ira  B. 


Loud,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Dr.  Felix 
Logan,  Houston,  Texas,  were  elected 
Honorary  Trustees. 

According  to  the  executive  director, 
more  than  2,159  persons  use  the  facilities 
during  the  year.  Groups  came  from  as 
far  away  as  Dyersburg,  Tennessee.  In 
addition,  the  director  announced  that 
substantial  donations  had  been  received 
from  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  and  from  the  Kendall  Fund  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  C.  E.  Appleberry,  Dr. 
Edward  Buford,  Dr.  Merlin  Conway,  and 
Dr.  James  C.  Peters  were  designated 
consultants. 

New  members  of  the  board  are  Ms. 
Lula  Garrett,  National  Division,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield,  Houston,  Texas;  Bishop 
Carlton  P.  Minnick,  Jackson,  Miss.  ;  Rev. 
E.  D.  Ridgeway,  Montgomery, 
Alabama;  Rev.  Freddie  Dixon,  Austin, 
Texas;  and  Dr.  Samuel  Walker,  Baton 
Rouge. 


BELLE  CHASSE  —  Mrs.  Mary  Bullock  was  crowned  the  Heritage  Manor 
Nursing  Home  Queen  of  Mardi  Gras  recently  in  Marrero.  The  Queen  and  her 
King,  Norman  Cooke,  were  honored  at  the  Home  with  a  Ball  and  a  party. 
Mrs.  Mary  has  arthritis  in  her  hips  and  is  confined  to  a  wheelchair,  so  this 
prevented  her  joining  in  the  dancing,  but  it  did  not  prevent  her  enjoying  the 
merriment  of  the  occasion. 

In  addition  to  being  the  Queen,  Mrs.  Mary  also  celebrated  her  89th 
birthday.  The  Belle  Chasse  UMC  ladies  group,  along  with  Mrs.  Mary's  son, 
Jim,  attended  the  festivities  to  help  in  honoring  the  queen  on  her  special  day. 

Since  she  is  from  Scotland,  “Royalty”  is  very  much  a  part  of  Mrs.  Mary’s 
heritage.  She  said  that  she  felt  very  “Queenly”  and  that  she  has  sent  all  her 
relatives  in  Scotland  pictures  to  prove  it. 

Pictured  from  1.,  first  row:  Jim  Bullock,  Mary  Bullock,  Norman  Cooke; 
second  row,  Mae  Berthaud,  Martha  Smith,  Mary  Edgecomb,  Martha 
Crawford.  Lucille  Howard,  Maybelle  Bullock,  and  Mildred  Hero. 


c)oy  d /arcd, 
~doy  increased. 


Editorials  «***M*****m*«*» 

Neither  religious  freedom  nor 
government  regulation  is  absolute 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Last  month  representatives  of  more 
than  “90  percent  of  all  religious  ad¬ 
herents  in  the  United  States"  met  in 
Washington  and  took  preliminary  steps 
toward  developing  a  united  effort  to  stop 
what  is  alleged  to  be  a  growing  pattern 
of  governmental  interference  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  religious  freedoms  (see 
TM/UMR,  Feb.  20). 

The  group’s  leaders  cited  17  areas  of 
“governmental  intrusions"  which  they 
believe  violate  the  constitutional  princi¬ 
ple  of  church-state  separation.  The 
gathering’s  leaders  and  participants 
generally  agreed  that  the  various  threats 
to  free  exercise  of  religious  beliefs  by 
government  are  not  the  result  of  some 
anti-religion  “conspiracy,"  but  more  of¬ 
ten  of  misinformed  and/or  unintentional 
decisions  by  individual  governmental 
agencies. 

Participants  in  the  meeting  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  become  more  alert  regard¬ 
ing  the  intrusion  of  government  regula¬ 
tions  into  the  affairs  of  their  religious 
groups.  They  were  also  “urged  to  come 
to  each  other’s  defense  because  ‘all  are 
defenders  of  a  precious  stronghold 

We  commend  those  who  organized  and 
participated  in  this  “most  inclusive 
ever”  interfaith  gathering  to  consider 
how  best  the  religious  freedoms  of  all  cit¬ 
izens  can  be  preserved  and  protected. 

We  believe  it  is  altogether  appropriate 
that  representatives  of  our  nation’s  reli¬ 
gious  bodies  should  share  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  regarding  any  in¬ 
fringements  on  religious  freedom  as 
guaranteed  by  the  constitution.  It  is 
equally  appropriate  that  religious  bodies 
should  unite  in  a  defense  of  one  another 

Survey  results 
raise  other 
basic  questions 

Research  studies  often  produce  results 
which  raise  as  many  questions  as  they 
answer.  A  study  conducted  by  the  Louis 
Harris  organization  for  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Council  on  Ministries  of¬ 
fers  a  good  case  in  point. 

The  national  telephone  survey  of  3,001 
persons  —  eight  percent  of  whom  where 
United  Methodists  —  was  designed  to  dis¬ 
cover  public  attitudes  toward  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (see  TM/UMR,  Mar. 
6).  The  survey  is  one  part  of  GCOM’s 
three-year  “Research  Design  for  United 
Methodism  as  It  Enters  Its  Third  Cen¬ 
tury.”  --  • 

A  surprising  revelation  of  the  survey 
was  that  63  percent  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  were  interviewed  indicated  that 
the  phrase  “is  growing”  accurately  de¬ 
scribes  the  UMC.  This  image  of  our 
church’s  numerical  health  is,  of  course, 
out  of  touch  with  UMC’s  pattern  of  an¬ 
nual  numerical  decline  for  more  than  a 
decade. 

It  is  understandable  that  40  percent  of 
all  those  surveyed  would  be  unaware  of 
United  Methodism’s  statistical  trends. 
But  we  wonder  how  to  interpret  the  fact 
that  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  UM  respon¬ 
dents  are  so  out  of  touch  with  denomina¬ 
tional  reality. 

Granted,  the  survey  was  intended  to 
reveal  “attitudes"  about  United  Method¬ 
ism.  However,  what  degree  of  trust  can 
we  place  in  any  of  the  attitudes  revealed 
in  the  survey  if  some  of  the  attitudes  re¬ 
vealed  are  diametrically  contrary  to 
demonstrable  facts? 

Perhaps  the  one  clearest  implication  of 
the  survey  results  is  that  our  design  for 
“the  third  century  of  United  Methodism" 
needs  to  include  a  strategy  for  helping 
our  own  members  to  develop  and  main¬ 
tain  an  accurate  denominational  self- 
image. 
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against  illegitimate  government  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  free  exercise  of  religion  — 
even  though  different  religious  groups 
may  differ  radically  from  one  another  in 
doctrine  and  structure. 

There  already  have  been  several  in¬ 
stances  in  recent  years  of  religious 
bodies  filing  “friend  of  court"  briefs  on 
behalf  of  other  religious  groups  whose 
religious  freedoms  were  being  threat¬ 
ened.  We  believe  such  efforts  to  develop 
and  work  on  a  common  front  with  others 
is  proper  —  both  in  terms  of  pragmatic 
effectiveness  and  as  a  witness  to  basic 
tenets  of  our  faith. 

However,  we  believe  that  it  is  possible 
to  overstate  the  case  against  “govern¬ 
ment  infringement"  in  all  cases  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  exercise  of  religious  free¬ 
dom.  There  is  obviously  much  popular 
appeal  in  such  slogans  as  “the  less 
government  the  better"  and  “let’s  get 
the  government  off  the  backs  of  the 
people."  However,  we  should  recall  that 
the  absence  of  governmental  regulation 
is  anarchy,  which  usually  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  suffering  far  greater  than  that 
perpetrated  by  even  the  most  obnoxious 
government  regulator. 

The  premise  underlying  even  a  consti¬ 
tutional  form  of  government  like  ours  is 
that  some  individual  freedoms  must  be 
sacrificed  for  the  common  good  of 
society.  To  suggest  that  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  leaves  absolutely  no  possibility  for 
government  regulation  of  religion  as  part 
of  the  nation's  social  and  political  struc¬ 
ture,  would  be  a  vast  oversimplification. 

We  believe  that  just  as  religion  must  be 
protected  from  government,  so  must  the 
public  be  protected  from  the  abuse  of 
religious  freedom.  Otherwise  it  would  be 
possible  even  for  criminal  acts,  such  as 
human  sacrifice  (a  form  of  murder),  to 
be  justified  on  grounds  of  “constitution¬ 
ally-guaranteed  freedom  of  religious  ex¬ 
pression." 

Religious  freedom  from  state  interven¬ 
tion  can  no  more  be  absolute  than  any 
other  form  of  basic  human  freedom.  We 
agree,  however,  with  Dean  Kelley  and 
Martin  Braiterman,  who  told  the  gather¬ 
ing  in  Washington,  if  the  need  for  more 
regulation  of  a  given  religious  body,  or  of 
religion  generally,  is  deemed  necessary, 
“the  burden  of  proof  that  this  is  in  the 
public  interest  should  be  on  those  propos¬ 
ing  the  regulation,  not  upon  religious 
bodies  to  resist  it."  We  believe  this  pre¬ 
mise  is  one  the  various  religious  bodies 
involved  in  the  Washington  consultation 
should  press  the  leaders  at  all  levels  of 
government  to  affirm. 


I  £AY  WE  NEED 
A  CHURCH  MIN- 
I9TRY  TO  THOSE 
IN  CX/R  JAILS 


THfV'RE  REJECTED 
...DOWN  AND  OUT... 
THEY  NEED  LOV£ 
and  DIRECTION 


MARCH  13.  1981 


#  #  Here  I  Stand 

Critics  of ‘New  Religious  Right  9  should  stop 
proliferating  ‘Us  versus  Them9 syndrome 


MNtlfi  YOU  BE 
WILLING  TO  JOIN 
GOME  OF  US  IN 
9TAET/N6  SUM 
A  PROGRAM? 


mo- Ml? 

Ml  NOLI  WITH 
THOSE 

UAIL3l£2£7> 


By  V.  L.  STINE 

I  find  the  continuing  controversy  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  “Moral  Majority,"  the 
“New  Religious  Right,"  and  their  poli¬ 
tical  activism  most  intriguing.  Much 
newsprint  and  air  time  has  been  devoted 
to  this  phenomenon  of  the  early  1980’s. 

Of  significance,  in  my  view,  has  been 
the  anguished  cry  of  “foul"  by  certain 
religious  leaders  who  claim  to  represent 
the  “mainstream”  of  Christian  thought 
and  ethics;  persons  who  proclaim  com¬ 
plete  approval  of  the  right  to  be  involved 
in  politics  —  but  hasten  to  add  —  “not  the 
way  they  do  it." 

With  all  appropriate  respect,  I’d  like  to 
suggest  that  certain  very  vocal  United 
Methodist  bishops  should  practice  what 
they  preach.  The  very  fact  that  these 
gentlemen  openly  condemn  those  who 
differ  as  to  morality  and  Christian  be¬ 
havior  strongly  suggests  that  they  consi¬ 
der  only  their  position  to  be  “correct.”  It 
would  appear  that  they  and  their  col 
leagues  have  fallen  into  the  same  trap  as 
those  which  they  are  so  eager  to  villify. 

There  have  been  numerous  news  re¬ 
ports  which  quote  our  good  bishops  as  se¬ 
verely  criticizing  the  “New  Religious 
Right"  for  its  criteria  in  evaluating  can¬ 
didates  for  public  office.  Again,  the  same 


theme  comes  through,  “You  are  wrong 
because  you  don’t  agree  with  me,  or  us." 
This  sounds  like  fifth  graders  in  an  old- 
fashioned  playground  brawl. 

The  issues  which  are  the  concern  of  the 
“bad  guys"  are  just  the  wrong  ones  —  es¬ 
pecially  since  their  views  on  these  items 
differ  widely  from  those  of  the  self-pro¬ 
claimed  “good  guys."  My!  My! 

I  offer  these  observations: 

1.  The  “New  Religious  Right,”  which 
has  suddenly  become  so  worrisome,  is 
only  “new”  in  that  it  is  now  making  itself 
heard  after  many  years  as  the  “silent 
majority.”  It  is  now  apparently  attempt¬ 
ing  merely  to  share  the  public  forum  with 
those  of  the  “Old  Religious  Left”  who 
have  been  extolling  their  wares  inces¬ 
santly  and  loudly  for  several  decades. 

2.  As  often  happens,  those  who  have 
gone  unchallenged  for  so  long  eventually 
begin  to  believe  in  the  absolute  and  uni¬ 
versally  accepted  correctness  of  their 
stated  positions. 

3.  Attempting  to  equate  the  leadership 
of  certain  groups,  perceived  by  some  as 
being  conservative,  with  Hitler  or  Musso¬ 
lini  is  substantially  less  than  “Bishop- 
torial.”  It  is  not  only  ludicrous,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  smacks  of  outright  bigotry. 

4.  It  is  ironic  that  those  who  now  so  vi- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Need  and  desire  for  NCC’s  6n  on-sexist 
Bible  lection  ary’  project  challenged 


We  are  the  poor 

By  GORDON  PRATT  BAKER 
Glen  Burnie,  Maryland 
We  are  the  poor— not  they  who  live 
In  want  of  warmth  and  clothes  and  bread, 
But  we  who  can  and  do  not  give, 
Absorbed  in  what  we  have  instead. 

We  are  the  poor— not  they  who  weep 
Across  the  watches  of  the  night, 

But  we  who  all  our  blessings  keep 
Secured  against  another’s  plight. 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  headlined  “  ‘Religious 
Roundtable’  use  of  lies  about  NCC  to 
raise  funds:  deplorable”  (TM/UMR, 
Feb.  20)  prompts  this  letter. 

My  first  reaction  is:  “Why  should  so 
much  manpower  (or  person-power)  be 
devoted  to  another  version  or  translation 
of  the  Bible?"  There  must  be  hundreds  of 
versions  or  different  partial  translations 
now  on  library  shelves. 

Some  Christians  of  the  extreme  right, 
such  as  “The  Religious  Roundtable" 
may  insist  on  the  inerrancy  of  the  Bible 
and  advocate  the  King  James  version. 
Any  language  scholar  knows  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  translate  into  English  from 
Greek  or  other  foreign  languages  and 
preserve  the  exact  intended  meaning  of 
the  original  writers. 

Now,  it  seems  we  are  to  have  a  new 
“non-sexist  Bible  lectionary.”  Who  needs 
it?  Who  requested  it?  The  natural  world 
is  sexist  and  seems  likely  to  remain  so. 
The  projected  paraphrase  implies  that 
the  writers  may  have  free  reign  to  use 
whatever  synonyms  or  idioms  they 
please,  for  example,  to  convey  a  politi¬ 
cized  philosophy  of  life.  Since  the  new 
“Bible"  is  to  be  a  product  of  the  NCC,  I 
can  easily  imagine  the  radical  left  propa¬ 
ganda  it  could  incorporate. 

As  you  stated  in  your  editorial,  the 
NCC  has  been  criticized  and  probably 
will  continue  to  be  in  that  position. 
However,  based  on  their  past  record,  as  a 
spin-off  from  the  WCC,  I  doubt  that  they 
deserve  any  sympathy. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

NCR  ’s  unexpected  birth  will 
extend  TM/UMR ’s  ministry 


Members  of  our  staff  were  surprised  to 
walk  into  our  composition  shop  last  Fri¬ 
day  and  find  pink  crepe  paper  streamers 
hanging  from  the  ceiling.  Associate  Edi¬ 
tor  Roy  Beck  had  decorated  the  room 
and  put  a  poster  on  the  wall  which  read: 
“It’s  a  girl !  TM/UMR  has  a  sister— NCR 
(the  National  Christian  Reporter).” 

This  suggests  something  of  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  that  has  accompanied  preparations 
for  the  new  inter-denominational  publi¬ 
cation  we  are  launching  this  week  (see 
details  in  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Our  staff’s  sense  of  anticipation  was 
exceeded  only  by  that  of  several  visitors 
to  our  office  from  Christian  (Disciples) 
churches  which  will  be  publishing  local 
church  editions  of  NCR. 

I’ve  been  around  TM/UMR’s  opera¬ 
tions  for  more  than  15  years  now,  and 
lived  through  a  lot  of  changes— including 
our  expansion  from  a  Texas-only 
publication  with  less  than  100,000  circula¬ 
tion  to  our  present  national  circulation  of 
more  than  half  a  million. 

I  can  honestly  say,  however,  that  the 
creation  of  NCR  is  one  development  I 
never  thought  would  occur. 

I’ve  been  asked  on  numerous  occasions 
over  the  years:  “When  is  TM/UMR 
going  to  go  ecumenical?  ” 

My  response  has  always  been  the 
same:  “Never!  Although  TM/UMR 
seeks  to  embody  the  type  of  ‘catholic 
spirit’  described  by  Methodism’s  found¬ 
er,  John  Wesley,  our  strength  as  a  publi¬ 
cation  is  our  strong  denominational 
identity.” 

Our  creation  of  the  National  Christian 
Reporter  does  not  in  any  way  alter  this 
long-standing  conviction  and  commit¬ 
ment.  TM/UMR  is  not  going  ecumenical." 
Its  basic  identity  will  remain  decidedly 
United  Methodist.  Following  this  week’s 
issue  in  which  we  are  calling  attention  to 
TM/UMR’s  new  inter-denominational 
counterpart,  TM/UMR  readers  will  see 
no  evidence  that  anything  is  different. 

What  I  never  envisioned  before  we 
began  receiving  specific  inquiries  from 
congregations  of  several  denominational 
traditions  in  early  February  was  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  creating  a  separate  publication 
for  them  as  an  extension  of  TM/UMR’s 
present  ministry.  These  churches  had, 


Mr.  Dunnam 
with  little  warning,  been  dropped  by 
another  publisher  who  said  it  was  no 
longer  feasible  to  continue  publishing  for 
them.  Our  willingness  to  consider  pub¬ 
lishing  a  paper  for  them  was  described 
by  one  pastor  as  “an  answer  to  prayer.” 

The  more  we  thought  through  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  creating  an  inter-denomina¬ 
tional  version  of  TM/UMR,  the  more  it 
appeared  that  our  staff  could  manage  it 
with  relatively  little  additional  effort. 

We  created  a  prototype... secured  ap¬ 
proval  for  this  new  endeavor  from  the 
Executive  Committee  of  our  governing 
board... informed  other  members  of  our 
board  and  those  who  were  seeking  our 
services  of  this  decision... and  began 
making  plans  for  producing  and  promot¬ 
ing  NCR’s  first  issue— all  while  carrying 
on  our  normal  hectic  process  of  produc¬ 
ing  and  distributing  TM/UMR  each  week 
in  nearly  400  separate  editions  to  more 
than  500,000  separate  homes. 

Barely  a  month  passed  between  the 
time  a  need  for  the  likes  of  NCR  was 
expressed,  and  the  time  it  is  now  being 
born.  One  of  our  board  members,  Twila 
Roller  of  Albuquerque,  wrote  that  “as 
usual,  I  am  impressed  by  the  TM/UMR 
staff’s  seeing  how  this  could  be  done 
instead  of  finding  reasons  why  it  couldn’t 
be  done.  Your  non-bureaucratic 
approach  is  refreshing."  I  share  Twila ’s 
pride  in  being  associated  with  a  group  of 
people  like  those  who  make  up  our  staff 
and  our  governing  board. 

Although  there  are  bound  to  be  some 
long  days  and  sleepless  nights— as  one 
expects  with  any  new  birth— I  believe  the 
National  Christian  Reporter  will  add  to 
TM/UMR’s  already  significant  ministry 
in  religious  publishing.  There  is,  of 
course,  always  the  chance  of  being 
wrong  in  entering  a  new  venture,  and  a 
chance  that  it  will  prove  to  be  a  flop.  As 
with  TM/UMR,  we  are  setting  no  specific 
goals  for  NCR  beyond  that  of  serving 
those  local  churches  and  individuals  for 
whom  it  will  fill  a  need.  We  do  not  know 
exactly  what  the  future  holds  for  NCR, 
but  we  do  know  Who  ultimately  holds  the 
future.  We  feel  confident  placing  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  all  our  efforts  in  the  hands  of  those 
we  serve,  and  in  those  of  the  Ultimate 
Futurist  to  whose  purposes  our  efforts 
are  dedicated. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


The  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
choice  middle-of-the-road  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination.  I  believe  the  majority  of 
United  Methodists  are  opposed  to  radical 
ideologies,  whether  extreme  right  or  ex- 
treme  left.  William  C.  Jones  Jr. 

Baytown,  Texas 

Money  for  lectionary 

could  help  fight  hunger 

To  the  Editor: 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
undertook  a  limited  experimental  pro¬ 
ject  to  produce  an  “inclusive  language 
lectionary’’  of  biblical  passages 
(TM/UMR,  Dec.  12).  This  clerical  chat¬ 
ter  means,  I  think,  the  production  of  a 
non-sexist  Bible  lectionary.  My  question 
is,  who  needs  it? 

The  Religious  Roundtable  then  reacted 
vigorously,  alleging  that  the  NCC  intends 
to  remove  such  words  as  “Son  of  God” 
and  “Heavenly  Father”  from  the  Bible. 
Such  over-reaction  reminds  me  of  some¬ 
one  using  a  double-barrel  shotgun  to  get 
a  mouse  out  of  the  back  shed. 

Then  for  an  encore,  or  perhaps  just 
over-reaction  to  Roundtable’s  over-reac¬ 
tion,  along  comes  TM/UMR’s  Feb.  20th 
editorial.  All  this  fuss  over  a  silly  experi¬ 
mental  project  that  will  probably  spend  a 
couple  million  dollars  over  the  next  two 
or  three  years,  and  come  up  with  some¬ 
thing  nobody  needs  or  wants. 

The  money  being  spent  on  the  NCC’s 
project  could  be  better  used  by  Food  For 
The  Hungry.  They  aren’t  out  looking  for 
an  experimental  project  —  they  have  a 
world-wide  project  that  we  can  all  agree 
needs  to  be  done,  and  they  are  in 
desperate  need  of  funds. 

When  saw  we  thee  hungry? 

Alvin  P.  Ziegenhagen 
Enderlin,  North  Dakota 

What  is  TM/UMR  doing? 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  rather  vicious  editorial  against 
Jerry  Falwell,  Ed  McAteer,  and  James 
Robison,  and  their  letter  regarding  the 
NCC  and  its  “non-sexist  Bible,"  leaves 
me  mystified.  You  begin  by  saying  that 
it’s  simply  not  true  that  the  NCC  intends 
to  put  out  such  a  Bible,  but  before  you 
conclude  the  issue,  you  have  admitted 
that  they  are  indeed  working  on  just  such 
a  product. 

Oh  yes,  you  say,  the  NCC  is  just  f.'oing 
to  put  out  a  lectionary  now  and  sec  how 
that  is  received  first  before  deciding  to 
go  into  production  on  a  revised  Bible. 
And,  you  include  a  bishop’s  statement 
about  how  it  would  be  a  paraphrase,  not  a 
translation.  But  don’t  you  know  that  the 
people  in  the  pews  won’t  make  such 
distinctions? 

Here’s  old  Jerry,  Ed  and  Jim  scaring 
up  opposition  and  some  bucks  against  the 
NCC  and  another  of  its  hair-brained 
ideas;  and  now  you,  trying  to  scare  up 
some  liberal  opposition  to  the  conserva¬ 
tive  Christian  Right.  But  the  problem  is, 
you  seem  to  have  disproven  your  own 
point.  I  think  the  NCC  knows  what  they 
are  doing.  And  I  think  Jerry,  Ed  and 
James  know  what  they  are  doing.  But 
what,  pray  tell,  are  you  doing?  That’s 
right.  Just  trying  to  keep  the  lid  on  the 
kettle.  It’s  tough  to  be  a  United  Methodist 
and  always  caught  in  the  middle,  in  the 
cross-fire,  on  every  issue. 

George  Anderson 
Mitchellville,  Maryland 

Bishop  should  check  his 
translation  explanation 

To  the  Editor: 

The  otherwise  good  statement  of 
Bishop  Hodapp  with  respect  to  a  “non¬ 
sexist  translation”  in  the  Feb.  20  issue  of 
TM/UMR  was  marred  by  his  under¬ 
standing  of  translating  procedure. 

The  “word-by-word"  way  of  transla¬ 
ting  to  which  he  refers  has  been  replaced 
for  some  time  by  the  finding  of  “dynamic 
equivalence”  for  Biblical  material.  The 
description  of  the  Living  Bible  which  the 
bishop  provides  fits  more  the  present 
understanding  of  how  translating  ought 
to  be  done. 

The  Living  Bible  in  the  opinion  of  many 
of  us  is  simply  a  poor  translation  of  the 


Bible. 

Before  Bishop  Hodapp  gives  his  ex¬ 
planation  again,  he  ought  to  check  on 
what  is  being  done  in  the  field  of  transla¬ 
ting,  not  only  of  biblical  material,  but 
material  in  general. 

Allow  me  to  express  again  my  high 
praise  for  the  articles  and  the  format  of 
the  Reporter. 

F.  W.  Boelter 
San  Jose,  California 

Christians  should  keep 
Atlanta  in  our  prayers 

To  the  Editor: 

Fellow  Christians,  children  are  being 
murdered  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Eighteen 
bodies  have  been  recovered  to  date. 

God  can  end  this  terrible  tragedy.  By 
our  prayers  we  can  ask  him  to.  We  need 
only  to  agree  and  ask  (Matthew  18:19). 
God  will  do  the  rest. 

Please  keep  this  issue  on  your  prayer 
list.  Please  mention  this  to  God  whenever 
you  gather. 

Joe  and  Karen  Williams 
El  Cajon,  California 

Petition  limits  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  in  complete  agreement  with  your 
Feb.  13  editorial  headlined  “Symbolic 
openness  should  yield  to  realistic  legisla¬ 
tive  petition  rules.”  Trying  to  deal  with 
20,000  or  more  separate  pieces  of  legisla¬ 
tion  is  unmanageable. 

I  believe  that  future  legislation,  having 
cleared  the  administrative  board  of  a 
local  church  would  produce  better  pro¬ 
posals,  and  less  proposals  and  our  dele¬ 
gates  could  better  deal  with  them. 

Let’s  hope  what  you  support  in  this 
regard  comes  to  pass.  Thank  you. 

R.  K.  Curtis 
Lubbock,  Texas 

Local  UM  dissenters  need 
individual  petitions  process 

To  the  Editor : 

It  seems  to  me  that  nothing  could  be 
much  more  harmful  at  this  time  than  for 
our  church  to  do  anything  which  appears 
to  be  clamping  down  on  dissent.  And,  the 
disallowing  of  individual  petitions  to 
General  Conference  would  be  clamping 
down  on  dissent  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  13).  It 
would  to  a  great  degree  eliminate  dissent 
not  authorized  by  the  clergy. 

In  practice,  most  churches  have  only 
one  or  two  people  who  are  interested  in 
United  Methodism  beyond  the  local  level. 
Most  members,  and  most  board  mem¬ 
bers  could  not  care  less.  Those  who  do 
not  care,  and  do  not  inform  themselves, 
tend  to  vote  with  the  pastor  on  issues  off 
the  local  level.  It  is  an  unusual  board  that 
cannot  be  controlled  by  the  minister  on 
issues  that  deal  with  the  national  church. 

So,  the  result  would  be  that  local  dis¬ 
senters  who  are  informed  would  have  to 
buck  the  clergy  on  nearly  every  issue. 
And  only  issues  favorable  to  the  clergy 
would  be  considered  by  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Worse  yet,  the  clergy  have  meet¬ 
ings  in  their  conferences  where  they  cau¬ 
cus  on  the  issues  and  come  to  common 
agreements  usually  favorable  to  the  per¬ 
son  who  makes  the  appointments. 

In  truth,  even  now,  access  to  the  power 
centers  of  our  church  is  nearly  impossi¬ 
ble  for  anyone  not  loved  by  the  structure. 
Without  the  petition  access,  this  would  be 
reduced  one  more  notch.  This  notch 
might  be  the  last  notch  acceptable  to 
many  United  Methodists. 

Charley  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 


A  refreshing 
option 
to  the 
electronic 
church 


Kimball  Boyd  Coburn’s 
EVANGELISM  IN  THE 
PROPHETIC  SPIRIT 

Kimball  Boyd  Cobum  Ministry 
1257 N.  Harvard *2 
Claremont.  Calif  91711 
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gorously  complain  about  “single  issue” 
positions  have  been  noticeably  silent  con¬ 
cerning  the  AFL-CIO  political  action 
group’s  “targeting”  of  candidates,  the 
concerted  and  concentrated  pressures  of 
the  National  Education  Association,  or  the 
widely-publicized  hit  list  of  ERA  advocates. 

5.  In  my  humble  opinion,  equal  rights 
are  just  that,  across  the  board,  with 
equal  and  open  application  to  any  and  all, 
to  think,  believe,  live,  promote,  work  and 
vote  as  they  choose,  and  even  including 
those  whom  some  of  my  good  friends 
may  consider  “unenlightened." 

6.  The  claim  that  the  “abuses”  of  the 
New  Right  must  be  countered  by  those  of 
us  who  subscribe  to  a  “more  rational  ap¬ 
proach”  is  both  patently  arrogant  and 
completely  self-serving. 

7.  Pinning  labels  on  individuals, 
groups,  positions  or  causes  allows  for  the 
mis-assumption  that  someone  has  the 
ultimate  wisdom,  experience  and  qualifi¬ 
cations  to  form  perfect  judgments. 

I  guess  it  all  comes  back  to  that  old 
cliche,  that  biblical  analogy,  “It  all  de¬ 
pends  on  whose  ox  is  being  gored.” 

Pity  thafthe  “Us  versus  Them”  syn¬ 
drome  seems  to  be  proliferating  through¬ 
out  Christendom— rather  than  dimin¬ 
ishing  —  as  we  all  have  a  right  to  expect. 

Larger  print  in 
hymnals ,  Bibles 
would  aid  many 

By  FLORENCE  E.  HACH 

Historically,  the  people  called  United 
Methodists  are  a  singing  people.  So  vital 
was  singing  among  the  early  Methodist 
Societies  that  John  Wesley  gave  seven 
“Directions  for  Singing”  in  his  preface  to 
“Sacred  Melody/’;  1761.  These  directions 
are  printed  on  page  vii  of  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal.  In  these  directions 
the  congregation  is  admonished  to 
“Learn  these  tunes;  Sing  them  exactly 
as  printed;  Sing  all;  Sing  lustily;  Sing 
modestly;  Sing  in  time;  Sing  spiritually." 

These  are  good  guidelines  for  a  singing 
congregation.  But,  how  often  has  one 
gazed  across  the  congregation  on  Sunday 
morning  and  noticed  a  large  number  of 
parishioners  not  participating  in  the 
singing  of  the  hymns? 

One  reason  for  this  congregational  non¬ 
participation  may  be  due  to  the  many 
who  are  quietly  suffering  from  visual* 
problems.  Among  the  older  members,  a 
number  of  disease  processes  may  result 
in  handicapping  conditions  such  as 
cataracts,  glaucoma,  far  or  near-sight¬ 
edness.  Congenital  cataracts,  congenital 
rubella,  or  learning  disabilities  among  the 
young  make  reading  small-print  difficult  at 
the  very  best.  Printing  done  in  Old  English 
or  script  is  also  difficult  to  manage  visually. 

I,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division 
of  Worship,  consider  the  needs  of  these 
handicapped  persons  by  publishing  an 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
in  large  type  with  the  music,  scale  and 
notes,  in  the  large  print  as  well.  These 
should  be  available  to  local  churches  for 
the  use  of  their  parishioners  who  have 
sight-handicapping  conditions. 

Pew  Bibles  also  are  usually  presented 
in  small  print.  Enlargement  of  type  in 
these  volumes  would  enhance  the  wor¬ 
ship  experience  for  many  persons.  Their 
participation  Wohld  dramatically  im¬ 
prove,  and  the  spiritual  gratification 
would  become  evident.  The  numerical 
size  of  the  congregation  might  even  swell 
as  others  learn  through  word  of  mouth  of 
these  new  worship  aids. 

Individual  churches  can  help  this  pro¬ 
cess  along  by  having  the  hymn  words  re¬ 
typed  in  upper  case  and  printed  in  the 
bulletins  each  Sunday,  until  such  time  as 
large-type  hymnals  become  available. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributors  are:  V.  L. 
Stine,  an  education  and  training  consult¬ 
ant  and  a  member  of  the  UMC  in  Syca¬ 
more,  Illinois  (Northern  Illinois  Confer¬ 
ence);  and  Florence  E.  Hach,  a  member 
of  the  UMC  in  Rantoul,  Illinois  (Central 
Illinois  Conference ). 


Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
editor 

The  latest  volumes  in  this  highly 
important  series  sponsored  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
examine  two  more  critical  aspects  of 
United  Methodism  today.  If  you 
care  about  your 

denomination — whether  it  thrives  or 
just  barely  survives — you  owe  it  to 
yourself  to  read  these  provocative 
books: 

Shaping  the  Congregation 

Robert  L.  Wilson.  $4.50,  paper 

Ministries  Through 
Non-Parish  Institutions 

William  E.  Ramsden.  $3.95,  paper 

at  yout  cofcosbury  booktfore 
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Nominee  to  lead  UMC’s  mission  of  fort  hopes  members  can  be  excited 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Making  the  church’s  mission 
task  clear  so  United  Methodists  can  get  excited 
about  it  again  is  one  of  the  major  challenges 
facing  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  nominee  to  head  the  agency  told 
TM/UMR.  t  „ 

Other  challenges  in  the  ’80s  cited  by  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent  are  “gaining  the  confidence  of 
the  church,”  “recognizing  the  mission  task  in  the 
U.S.”  and  “projecting  the  Word  of  God  to  the 
entire  globe  —  its  people  and  its  systems. ’’ 

Dr.  Nugent  said  that  “lack  of  clarity”  about 
the  UMC’s  mission  task,  fragmentation  in  U.S. 
mission  efforts  and  a  focus  “more  on 
organization  than  on  the  primary  task  of 
mission”  have  hampered  the  church’s  largest 
program  agency. 

Dr.  Nugent’s  nomination  by  the  personnel 


committee  of  the  church’s  mission  arm  is 
subject  to  board  vote  April  7,  and  if  approved 
there,  to  election  by  the  General  Council  of 
Ministries. 

The  nominee,  who  has  headed  the  board's 
National  Division  since  1972,  said  he  hopes  the 
“stumbling  block”  between  the  agency  and  Good 
News,  the  church’s  unofficial  evangelical 
caucus,  can  be  removed. 

“They  have  a  burning  commitment  for  the 
Gospel  —  as  does  the  board,”  Dr.  Nugent  said. 
“The  way  we  approach  carrying  out  that 
commitment  shouldn’t  be  a  stumbling  block.” 
He  said  he  believes  God  is  at  work  in  encounters 
between  Christians,  and  that  “a  new  creation” 
could  result  out  of  dialogue  with  Good  News. 

(In  January  the  Good  News  board  announced 
its  intention  to  form  a  second,  “biblically 
conservative,  evangelical”  mission  board  within 
the  UMC.  The  caucus  said  it  wants  to  balance  the 


“current  top-sided  emphasis  on  social  and 
political  concerns  ...  to  the  neglect  of  a 
traditional  missionary  ministry”  and  called  for  a 
major  reform  in  the  board’s  staff  leadership. ) 

Dr.  Nugent  said  “there  is  no  one  way  to  do 
anything"  and  he  will  welcome  input  from  all 
quarters  of  the  church  so  that  we  can  “lay  out  a 
vision  for  all.” 

“We  need  to  have  serious  discussion  about  the 
meaning  of  mission  in  the  80s  and  about  how  the 
UMC  will  project  its  commitment  to  mission  in 
the  U.S.  and  overseas,”  he  said.  “We  need  to  do 
it  together.” 

Examining  the  problem  of  “fragmentation”  in 
U.S.  mission  efforts,  Dr.  Nugent  said  the 
problem  is  not  with  what  is  being  done  but  in  how 
it  is  understood.  “The  method  —  which  is  to 
address  the  needs  of  specific  groups  —  has  led  to 
fragmentation,  he  believes,  because  “we  haven’t 
found  a  way  for  this  to  be  seen  as  a  whole.  ” 


Perhaps  instead  of  project  labels  —  like  the 
“ethnic  minority  local  church”  —  themes 
emphasizing  what  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ  is  in 
the  U.S.  would  be  more  helpful,  he  thinks.  "We 
have  major  tasks  in  the  U.S.,  and  we  need  a 
vision  of  wholeness  to  keep  it  together.” 

Dr.  Nugent  said  that,  globally,  a  task  of 
mission  is  to  bring  the  Word  of  God  to  individuals 
and  to  structures  operating  as  if  there  were  no 
God. 

“Once  (converted),  individuals  are  part  of  the 
Christian  community  which  transcends 
geography.  More  ‘interconnection’  is  essential 
between  Christian  communities  to  sustain  and 
nourish  each  other,”  the  mission  leader  said. 

But  the  Word  of  God  also  must  be  projected 
into  political  structures  which  prohibit  the 
capacity  of  people  to  use  the  resources  which 
God  has  created.  “Take  hunger,”  he  said. 

For  example,  he  said,  “the  USSR  has  such  an 


antiquated  political  system  that  it  prohibits  the 
kind  of  farming  that  could  not  only  feed  its  own 
people,  but  export  food. 

“Millions  are  starving  and  yet  we  have  the 
capacity  for  all  to  have  food.  Unless  the  Word  of 
God  is  proclaimed,  antiquated,  moribund, 
inflexible  structures  will  continue  to  deny  the 
capacity  of  people  to  produce  and  develop.” 

“Even  political  systems  are  subject  to  God’s 
judgment,  and  when  they  help  bring  about 
starvation  through  such  agricultural  policies, 
Christians  must  raise  questions  and  seek 
change.” 

Other  similar  areas  of  “moral”  concern  in 
systems  are  peace,  armaments  and  the  dignity 
of  persons. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  “our  vision  of  a  world  parish 
has  been  weakened  in  recent  years”  but  it  will 
require  renewed  vision  for  the  world’s  Christian 
community  to  address  world  needs  effectively. 


Protection 
focus  of 
handbooks 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Three  handbooks  de¬ 
signed  to  protect  consumers  as  well  as 
the  church-related  health  and  welfare  in¬ 
stitutions  they  may  use  are  to  be  avail¬ 
able  later  this  year,  according  to  the 
Rev.  John  A.  Murdock. 

The  guides  focus  on  the  kinds  of  rela¬ 
tionships  which  have  been  “thrown  into 
sharp  relief  by  the  Pacific  Homes  law¬ 
suits,”  said  Mr.  Murdock,  chief  officer  of 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Agencies  and  units  of  the  UMC  to 
which  they  relate  —  such  as  annual  con¬ 
ferences  —  each  will  have  their  own 
handbooks  to  help  them  define  their 
inter-relationship. 

The  third  handbook,  for  consumers, 
will  include  the  sort  of  questions  that 
should  be  asked  by  someone  considering 
a  long-term  relationship  with  a  United 
Methodist-related  institution,  such  as: 

•  Do  you  understand  its  church  rela¬ 
tionship? 

•  What  does  it  mean  to  be  an 
institution  of  this  kind? 

•  Who  will  pay  the  bills  if  it  should  go 
bankrupt? 

•  Have  you  asked  for  and  received 
an  outside  financial  audit  of  the  in¬ 
stitution? 

•  Have  you  received  expert  or  legal 
advice  before  making  your  deci¬ 
sion? 

Even  if  an  agency  had  all  of  the  correct 
answers  to  questions  like  these  and  “did 
everything  right,”  Mr.  Murdock  said, 
theoretically  the  agency  and  the  church 
unit  with  which  it  was  affiliated  “could 
still  be  taken  to  court  —  they  just  could 
get  out  of  court  more  quickly”  by  follow- 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY 
Position  available  at  Belmont  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Nashville,  TN.  Belmont  located  adja 
cent  to  University  Center  and  is  a  2,200  member 
church  serving  Metropolitan  Nashville  with  a 
professional  staff  and  a  complete  music  ministry. 

Direct  inquiries  to  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
120096,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  Deadline  for  applications 
May  1. 


21  Days.  May  27-June  16,  1981.  Personally 
Escorted  By  Experienced  China 
Traveler,  Dr.  Lawrence  A.  Hinshaw,  Sr. 
Pastor,  Central  United  Methodist,  1875  N. 
Central.  Phoenix.  AZ  85004  (  602  )  258-8048 
Fantastic  Itinerary  Includes  Tokyo, 
Bejing  Xian.  Shanghai.  Hangshou,  Guilin. 
Guangzhou  And  Hong  Kong.  Only  $3,684. 


NEW  TAX  RULING 
HITS  CLERGY  HARD 

A  recent  ruling  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  now  forbids  cler¬ 
gy  to  use  Schedule  C  when  filing 
their  income  tax  returns.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this  decision  could  cost  a 
clergyperson  $100  or  more  in 
extra  taxes. 

HOWEVER  .  .  . 

...  we  believe  we  have  found 
a  perfectly  legal  way,  consistent 
with  the  new  IRS  ruling,  for  UM 
Clergy  to  retain  most  of  the  same 
tax  benefits  they  had  previously. 
We  offer  this  to  you  on  a  no-risk 
basis. 

For  more  information  on  this 
novel  method  of  filing  your  tax 
return,  send  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  long  envelope  to: 

Kodiak  Enterprises 

P.  O.  Box  6196 

Big  Bear  Lake,  CA  92315 


Li 


Church-hospital  ties  change 

Trend  to  define  relationships  grows 


BROOKLYN  —  A  young  patient  in  Brooklyn’s  Methodist  Hospital  gets  a  nurse's 
undivided  attention.  The  church-related  hospital  is  one  of  many  such  institutions 
which  are  working  to  define  better  their  relationships  with  church  units.  (See  related 


story  on  this  page). 

ing  well-defined  guidelines. 

Mr.  Murdock  discussed  the  handbooks 
with  TM/UMR  during  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  here  of  the  UM  National  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries.  The 
association  is  not  an  official  part  of  his  di¬ 
vision,  although  its  members  represent 
agencies  related  to  some  unit  of  the 
UMC,  such  as  an  annual  conference. 

Saying  he  believes  many  persons  feel 
concern,  and  maybe  even  fear,  because 
of  the  Pacific  Homes  lawsuits,  Mr.  Mur¬ 
dock  said  his  division  plans  to  hold  a  ser¬ 
ies  of  meetings  across  the  country  later 
this  year  to  introduce  the  three  hand¬ 
books.  The  sessions  will  include  leaders 
of  church-related  institutions  and  confer¬ 
ences,  attorneys  for  both,  and  other 
church  policymakers. 

Mr.  Murdock  said  his  division  has 
learned  “a  lot  of  things  that  the  church 
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and  church -related  institutions  need  to 
do  concerning  their  relationships.  Once 
the  two  bodies  agree  on  what  those  rela¬ 
tionships  are,  they  need  to  be  careful  of 
how  they  portray  them  to  others. 

“For  example,  a  home  is  started  by  a 
local  church,  but  on  its  letterhead  and  in 
its  advertising,  that  institution  might  say 
‘We  are  a  United  Methodist  home  or  in¬ 
stitution,’  while  it  is  really  an  institution 
of  First  UMC  of  wherever.”  Mr.  Mur¬ 
dock  said.  He  explained  that  it  was  the 
misuse  of  the  term  “an  agency  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church”  that  led  to 
many  of  the  problems  related  to  Pacific 
Homes. 

What  people  should  understand  is  that 
“the  denomination  does  not  have  a  direct 
relationship  with  the  health  and  welfare 
institutions,”  although  UM  units  like  an¬ 
nual  conferences  may  have. 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO  -  While  the  idea  of 
becoming  “another  Pacific  Homes”  may 
be  in  the  minds  of  some  individuals 
involved  in  United  Methodist-affiliated 
agencies,  many  church-related  hospitals 
and  annual  conferences  now  are  looking 
at  “covenants”  to  cement  their 
relationships. 

The  Pacific  Homes  lawsuits,  however, 
are  more  of  a  stimulus  to  remind  church 
units  and  agencies  of  the  need  to  define 
their  relationships  than  they  are  the 
major  reason  for  the  trend,  said  Lou 
Blair,  special  consultant  to  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“Radical  changes  in  health  care 
delivery  and  financing  have  caused 
significant  changes  in  hospital 
operations.  Consequently,  it  is  more 
important  now  that  these  things  be 
thought  out  objectively,”  before 
problems  arise  and  emotions  get 
involved,  explained  Mr.  Blair,  who  has 
more  than  40  years  experience  as  a 
hospital  administrator. 

The  “wholesome  trend,”  Mr.  Blair 
said,  is  toward  development  of  a 
covenant. 

“A  covenant  is  a  kind  of  pledge,”  he 
explained.  "I  might  compare  it  to  a 
marriage  contract.  It  involves  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  each  to  the  other,  the  expectations 
of  each  for  the  other.  It  recognizes  the  in¬ 
dividuality  of  each  other.” 

Mutual  benefits 

Both  parties  —  and  the  individuals 
each  serve  —  can  benefit  from  such  an 
arrangement,  officials  said.  The  hospital 
is  a  natural  place  for  the  church  to 
provide  an  outreach  ministry  to  those 
who  are  ill  and  to  their  families.  Because 
of  these  outreach  programs  and 
personnel,  social  services  available  to  a 
church-related  hospital’s  clients 
increase,  at  little  or  no  cost  to  the 
hospital. 

Mr.  Blair,  speaking  generally  of  the 
growth  of  any  hospital  and  its  services, 
said  that  the  church  may  start  an 


1 977-80 priority  had  impact 

Battle  on  hunger  made  inroads 


By  BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  Writer 

•  Many  people  in  Bangladesh  are  digging  ponds  in  their  backyards,  stocking  them 
with  fish  similar  to  carp  to  provide  protein  in  a  protein-deficient  nation.  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  ‘‘Backyard  Fishpond  Program”  helped  to  make  it  possible. 

•  A  student  intern  in  Washington  goes  to  a  congressional  hearing  concerning  food 
aid.  After  coming  away  from  that  hearing,  the  intern  writes  a  report  for  United 
Methodists  who  want  to  be  informed  on  food  policy  issues.  Funds  from  the  UMC’s 
missional  priority  on  hunger  make  the  internship  possible. 

•  Black  farmers  in  Florida  couldn’t  get  their  produce  to  market.  Low-income 
persons  were  unable  to  afford  fresh  vegetables  at  a  reasonable  price.  Thanks  to  the 
UMC,  trucks  were  purchased  and  the  needs  of  both  groups  met. 

Delegates  to  the  UMC’s  1976  General  church  members  in  that  they  don’t  have 


Conference  knew  the  church  would  not  be 
able  to  conquer  world  hunger  when  they 
designated  it  as  a  “missional  priority”  in 
1976. 

Sure  enough,  millions  of  people  around 
the  world  still  go  to  bed  hungry  at  night  in 
1981.  Through  United  Methodist  gifts  of 
$12.4  million  which  funded  more  than  700 
projects,  however,  UM’s  have  taken 
several  significant  steps  toward 
alleviating  the  root  causes  of  hunger. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  helped 
the  nation  move  away  from  a  Pollyanna 
approach  to  hunger  and  toward  the 
business  of  looking  at  the  systems  that 
cause  it,”  said  C.  Dean  Freudenberger, 
an  unofficial  observer  of  the  priority  and 
an  international  agricultural  specialist 
teaching  at  UM-related  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif. 

“At  one  time  we  could  buy  our  way  out 
with  charitable  contributions  but  now  the 
UMC  is  seriously  looking  at  the  causes,” 
he  said. 

But,  he  says,  the  emphasis  on  hunger 
has  resulted  in  “creative  frustration”  for 


(X  YOUTH  MINISTRY  RESOURCES 

Developed  by  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  Steve  Clapp: 

Teenage  Sexuality:  Results  of  a 
survey  of  511  youth.  Bible  study  and 
program  recommendations 

Youth  Workers  Handbook:  Evan 
gelism,  fund  raising,  retreats,  music, 
recreation,  Bible  study,  and  more. 

Repairing  Christian  Lifestyles:  A 
study  book  and  action  manual  to  im¬ 
prove  spiritual  life,  health,  and  concern 
(or  a  hungry  world. 

For  further  information,  write  or 
send  this  coupon  to: 

C-4  Resources 

P.O.  Box  27  ■ 

Sided,  Illinois  61876 

Name 

Street 

City 

State - Zip  ^ 

a  clear  idea  of  how  to  solve  the  hunger 
problem. 

The  denomination  tackled  the  problem 
of  hunger  by  delegating  specific 
responsibilities  and  funds  to  each  of  the 
four  general  program  boards  of  the 
church  between  1977  and  1980. 

The  Backyard  Fishpond  Program,  the 
Washington  Internship  and  the  black 
agricultural  program  are  just  three  ex¬ 
amples  of  a  wide  spectrum  of  hunger  pro¬ 
grams,  both  national  and  international. 

During  the  past  four  years  the  funds 
for  hunger  were  divided  up  in  the 
following  ways  among  UMC’s  general 
agencies: 

•  $7.5  million  (58  percent)  went  to  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  direct  food 
relief  and  food  development  projects; 

•  $2.2  million  (18  percent)  went  to  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  for  advocating 
simpler  lifestyles  and  values  appropriate 
to  a  hungry  world  ; 

•  $2.2  million  (18  percent)  went  to  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  for  the 
advocating  of  public  policy  related  to 
hunger; 

•  $747,754  (6  percent)  went  to  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
to  focus  on  hunger  research. 

Food  relief,  development 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which 
received  the  largest  amount  of  hunger 
funds,  was  responsible  for  funding 
programs  such  as  this  as  well  as  the 
Bangladesh  project  and  the  black 
farmers  previously  mentioned. 

“We  funded  approximately  450 
programs  during  the  quadrennium  with 
two-thirds  ($5  million)  going  for  inter¬ 


institution  and  feel  total  responsibility 
for  it. 

“But,  as  time  passes,  the  almost 
parent-to-child  relationship  may  become 
archaic.  The  hospital  budget  grows 
larger  than  that  of  the  (annual) 
conference,”  he  said. 

Just  as  responsibility  for  one’s  actions 
shifts  from  parent  to  mature  offspring, 
so  can  the  relationship  change  between  a 
hospital  and  the  church  unit  which 
started  it. 

When  institutions  and  conferences  see 
the  need  to  design  a  covenant,  Mr.  Blau- 
said,  it  is  not  that  hospitals  are  trying  to 
draw  away  from  the  church  unit.  It  is 
that  each  is  acknowledging  the  “need  to 
recognize  what  the  nature  and 
responsibilities  of  each  party  are.” 

A  covenant  may  affirm  the  hospital’s 
role  in  the  “fostering  of  growth  in 
ministry,”  as  does  the  one  developed  in 
1977  between  South  Georgia  Annual 
Conference  and  Candler  General 
Hospital  in  Savannah. 

James  R.  Lientz,  honored  here  last 
week  as  Trustee  of  the  Year  by  the  UM 
National  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries,  cited  the  importance 
of  the  covenant  relationship  in  providing 
an  outreach  ministry  for  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Bailey,  one  of  the  two 
UM  chaplains  at  Candler,  said  that  the 
Christian  atmosphere  within  the 
hospital,  both  in  the  way  the  institution 
relates  to  patients  and  to  employees  is 
much  more  marked  than  he  would  expect 
to  see  in  a  non-church-related  hospital. 

A  conflict  over  whether  the  annual 
conference  or  the  hospital  owned  the 
facility’s  property,  Mr.  Lientz  said, 
surfaced  when  the  hospital  sought  to 
consolidate  three  buildings  and  move  to  a 
new,  larger  building. 

The  result  was  a  meeting  in  Macon, 
Ga.,  called  by  the  area’s  bishop,  out  of 
which  the  existing  covenant  was 
developed. 

This  covenant  recognizes  the  “legal 
autonomy”  of  the  governing  board  of  the 
hospital  and  the  right  of  the  annual 
conference  to  confirm  nominees  for 
membership  on  Candler  General’s  board 
of  trustees.  It  includes  a  guarantee  for 


the  hospital  to  have  “equitable 
representation”  in  any  matters  which 
may  concern  it  within  the  annual 
conference. 

The  result  was  that  “we  agreed  the 
hospital  owned  the  hospital,  and  the 
South  Georgia  conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  had  a  relationship  with 
it,”  Mr.  Lientz  said. 

“It’s  an  affiliation  —  and  that’s  all,  a 
friendly  relationship,”  he  added. 

Expansion  worries 

Worry  over  whether  a  hospital  can 
continue  to  provide  a  personal 
atmosphere  while  maintaining  an 
ambitious  expansion  program  can  lead 
to  development  of  a  covenant,  said  North 
Texas  conference  officials. 

Such  concern  about  Methodist 
Hospitals  of  Dallas  is  a  factor  in  the 
development  of  a  covenant  between  that 
institution  and  the  North  Texas 
conference  with  which  it  is  affiliated. 

Methodist  Central,  the  508-bed 
“mother  hospital”  of  the  system,  has 
more  than  doubled  its  patient  capacity  in 
less  than  six  years.  In  Dallas,  in  1975,  it 
completed  its  first  “satellite  hospital,” 
with  147  beds,  and  in  1980,  it  purchased  a 
172-bed  hospital.  Also  in  1980  —  but  some 
500  miles  away  —  it  bought  a  270-bed 
hospital  in  McAllen,  Tex. 

“The  first  concern  of  everyone  is  that 
we  give  good  patient  care,  both  from  the 
technological-professional  aspect  as  well 
as  that  this  be  done  somehow  with 
compassion  and  appropriate  concern  for 
the  patient’s  spiritual  well-being,”  said 
Dr.  Marion  Greve,  a  Methodist  Hospital 
trustee  and  chairman  of  the  conference’s 
Health  and  Welfare  board. 

Because  of  his  concern  for  the  spiritual 
care  of  a  patient,  Dr.  Greve,  who  is  a 
physician,  thinks  it  important  that  the 
church  remain  involved  in  the  hospital. 

“Exactly  how  that  is  done  is  not  so 
important  to  me.  What  we’re  searching 
for  is  the  best  way  to  maintain  a 
relationship  that  will  be  conducive  to 
that.  On  the  other  hand,  we  can’t  omit 
some  important  technical  advances  to 
the  neglect  of  the  patient,”  he  said. 


national  purposes  and  the  other  third 
($2.5  million)  used  domestically,”  re¬ 
ported  Franklin  P.  Smith,  hunger  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  an  arm  of  the  board. 

In  commenting  on  the  Florida- 
based  project,  Mr.  Smith  said,  “These 
projects  are  examples  of  the  poor 
benefiting  from  a  program  made 
possible  by  the  church.” 

Advocating  values 

Persons  watching  the  Republican 
National  Convention  this  past  summer  on 
NBC,  probably  saw  a  public  service  spot 
entitled  “Bye,  Bye,  Bye”  (which 
suggested  alternatives  to  mindless  food 
and  energy  consumption)  that  was  aired 
during  that  event. 

Produced  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
that  and  other  30  second  spots  were  sent 
to  800  market  areas  across  the  country  to 
be  televised  and  to  jog  Americans  into 
thinking  about  hunger. 

“The  Board  of  Discipleship’s  primary 
concern  is  to  get  people  to  know  about  the 
issues  of  hunger  and  how  to  develop  a 
lifestyle  that  is  faithful  to  the  call  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  response  to  hunger,”  said 
Neil  Alexander,  a  member  of  that 
board’s  staff. 

Workshops  on  hunger  and  value 
formation  were  also  offered  to  annual 
conferences  across  the  country. 

Public  policy  internships 

The  Inter-Religious  Task  Force  on  U.S. 
Food  Policy,  a  coalition  of  Christian  and 
Jewish  agencies  received  partial  funding 
through  UMC  hunger  funds. 

Working  in  cooperation  with  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the 
coalition  monitors  food  policy  legislation 
being  brought  before  Congress,  alerts  the 
public  about  food  aid  development 
legislation  through  its  publication  called 
“Hunger”  and  keeps  in  continuous 
contact  with  legislators. 

For  example,  the  coalition  lobbied  for 
the  passage  of  the  International 
Development  Cooperation  Act  of  1978 
which  promoted  four  basic  goals  for  U.S. 
policy  in  the  Third  World:  alleviation  of 
hunger  and  poverty  among  the  poor, 


THAILAND  —  A  Laotian  mother  prepares  food  for  her  chubby-faced  child  in  a 
refugee  camp.  Through  United  Methodism's  World  Hunger  missional  priority 
members  have  tried  to  tackle  hunger  problems  (See  analysis  of  church  efforts  on 
this  page).  religious  newsservice  photo 


development  ot  countries  trying  to 
achieve  self-sustaining  economic 
growth,  and  integrating  developing 
countries  into  the  international  economic 
system. 

The  coalition  not  only  receives 
monetary  support  from  the  board 
($145,000  last  quadrennium)  but  also 
staff  support  such  as  through  the 
previously  mentioned  interns. 

The  intern  program,  which  received 
$78,000  for  the  1977-80  quadrennium,  was 
started  to  help  students  learn  a  process 
of  relating  religious  values  to  food  and 
agricultural  issues. 

Janet  Vandevender,  staff  director  of 
the  task-force,  cited  a  weakness  of  the 
UMC’s  approach  on  hunger. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  as  well 
as  other  church  bodies  have  a  problem  in 
lobbying  food  policy  issues  because  their 
key  persons  in  this  area  also  have  other 
assignments,”  she  said. 

This  is  especially  critical  when 
important  food  policy  legislation  is  being 
debated,  but  there  is  no  voice  of  the 
church  to  give  testimony,  she  explained. 

“The  church  would  be  more  effective  if 
it  could  help  people  understand  how 


public  policy  affects  the  issue  .  .  .  after 
all,  U.S.  food  aid  programs  have  more 
money  than  the  church  and  can  be 
effective  if  channeled  in  a  positive 
direction,  ”  she  said. 

Focusing  on  research,  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  worked 
with  the  Wesley  Foundations  of  various 
colleges  and  universities  in  granting 
money  for  particular  hunger  projects, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Douglass  Fitch, 
staff  member  of  the  board. 

•  A  grant  of  $18,000  to  UM-related 
Westmar  College  in  Iowa  helped  to 
develop  a  wind-powered  system  of 
refrigeration  for  Third  World  countries 
to  preserve  food  in  the  absence  of 
electricity.  The  system  is  currently  in 
operation  in  India. 

•  A  grant  to  a  student  of  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont  helped  him  to  go 
to  India  to  study  successful  dairy 
cooperative  movements  among  the  poor. 
On  returning,  he  went  to  Bolivia  to  set  up 
similar  cooperatives  there. 

Approximately  30  to  40  research 
projects  were  funded  during  the 
quadrennium  through  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
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Building  their  own  stained  glass  windows 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  Andrew  McWhirter,  left,  and  Ruth  Sanders  work  to 
finish  the  last  stained  glass  window  while  Marvin  Wood,  center,  examines  a 
completed  panel  —  one  of  six  new  windows  built  by  members  for  St.  Andrew’s 
United  Methodist  Church  here. 

The  windows,  designed  by  the  Rev.  George  E.  Weber,  were  made  by  a  dozen 
members  with  his  help.  He  estimated  that  the  do-it-yourself  project  saved  more 
than  75  percent  of  commercial  costs. 

Started  last  May,  the  stained  glass  windows  were  dedicated  March  8. 

GEORGE  WEBER  PHOTO 


‘Liberal’  federation 
chapters  triple  in  UMC 


UM  Congressman  visits  El  Salvador 

US.  military  aid  decried 


Worship  on  state  campuses 
reaches  U.S.  Supreme  Court 

WASHINGTON  (EP)  -  A  classic 
constitutional  clash  of  free  exercise 
versus  government  establishment  of 
religion  will  be  decided  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  a  group  of 
University  of  Missouri-Kansas  City 
students  who  want  to  worship  on  campus. 

Nearly  four  years  ago,  after  being 
denied  permission  to  hold  regularly 
scheduled,  Saturday  night  meetings  on 
campus,  12  students  took  the  university 
to  court,  alleging  their  right  to  exercise 
freely  their  religion  had  been  denied. 
Named  as  defendants  were  Gary  E. 
Widmar,  then  dean  of  students,  and  the 
governing  board  of  the  state  university 
system. 

The  justices’  decision  to  hear  the  case 
marks  the  first  such  legal  test  to  arrive 
at  the  Supreme  Court  for  full  oral 
argument  and  decision.  University 
officials  contend  that  to  permit  students 
use  of  campus  buildings  for  religious 
services  would  entangle  the  state  with 
religion. 

New  Arkansas  church  named 
for  Theressa  Hoover 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  newly 
organized  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  has  been  named  for 
Theressa  Hoover,  top  staff  officer  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  general  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Hoover  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
South  Highland  inner  city  area  of  Little 
Rock  was  chartered  Dec.  21  with  21 
members.  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of 
the  Arkansas  Area  preached  the  sermon. 

According  to  the  Arkansas  Methodist, 
this  is  the  first  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
gregation  to  be  organized  in  Arkansas  in 
35  years. 

In  1976  the  Little  Rock  District  had  a 
summer  program  in  the  area.  In  1979  the 
annual  conference  voted  to  purchase  the 
property,  last  year  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
provided  funds  to  initiate  purchase  of  the 
property. 

According  to  church  historian  Louise 
Queen,  of  the  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  at 
least  one  other  United  Methodist  Church 
is  named  for  a  woman:  Madam  Russell 
Church  in  Saltville,  Va.,  named  for 
Patrick  Henry’s  sister,  Elizabeth  Henry 
Russell. 

Community  developer  wins 
$6,000  journalism  study  award 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS)  -  Ann  B. 
Jones,  a  23-year-old  community 
developer  who  hopes  to  write  for  church 
newspapers,  has  won  the  1981  Stoody- 
West  Fellowship  for  graduate  studies  in 
journalism. 

The  award  of  the  $6,000  study  grant 
was  announced  here  by  the  Rev.  Curtis 
A.  Chambers,  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission 
on  Communication. 

The  award  was  known  for  17  years  as 
the  Stoody  Fellowship,  in  honor  of  the 
late  Ralph  Stoody,  who  headed 
communications  operations  for  the 
Methodist  Church  before  it  merged  with 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  in  1968. 
The  name  of  the  award  was  amended  this 
year,  Dr.  Chambers  explained,  in  honor 
of  Arthur  West,  who  was  Dr.  Stoody’s 
successor  from  1964  to  1975. 

This  year’s  award  recipient  has 
worked  for  Henderson  Settlement,  a 
human  service  organization  in 
southeastern  Kentucky,  since  1979.  At  the 
same  time,  she  has  handled  publicity  and 
public  relations  within  the  Red  Bird 
Conference,  the  local  United  Methodist 
regional  jurisdiction. 

Devotional  publication 
for  children  announced 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  new 
member  of  The  Upper  Room  family  is 

Launch  this  week 


expected  this  fall  —  a  monthly  devotional 
publication  for  children  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  12. 

As  yet  unnamed,  the  publication  is 
being  designed  to  cultivate  and  nurture 
the  devotional  life  of  children.  Prayer, 
the  devotional  use  of  scripture,  personal 
spiritual  growth,  and  concrete  ways  to 
express  faith  will  be  emphasized.  The 
content  will  appear  in  the  form  of  stories, 
activities,  illustrations  of  scriptures,  and 
work  pages. 

New  editor  for  the  publication,  as  of 
March  9,  is  the  Rev.  Judith  E.  Smith,  a 
1980  graduate  of  Vanderbilt  University 
Divinity  School.  Since  June  she  has  been 
serving  with  her  husband  as  co-pastor  of 
Newman  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Grants  Pass,  Ore. 

Cokesbury  begins  reduction 
of  service  centers  to  two 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  South¬ 
eastern  Regional  Service  Center  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
located  in  Richmond,  Va.,  is  being  closed 
as  part  of  a  long-range  plan  to  reduce  the 
number  of  service  centers  from  six  to 
two  —  in  Nashville  and  Park  Ridge,  Ill. 

The  publishing  house  plans  to  couple 
that  reduction  with  the  opening  of  new 
Cokesbury  stores. 

Key  to  the  plan  is  a  new  computerized 
system  of  inventory  control  and  order 
fulfillment  being  installed  in  both 
Nashville  and  Park  Ridge.  Cokesbury 
official  Thomas  E.  Carpenter  said  mail 
order  service  to  customers  will  be 
improved  substantially. 

“By  concentrating  our  inventories  in 
few  locations  and  making  use  of  new 
order-filling  technologies,  we  can  be 
more  certain  of  having  on  hand  the 
resources  our  customers  need,  and  can 
ship  them  more  efficiently,”  he  said. 
“Geographic  location  seems  to  have 
little  effect  on  delivery  times  these 
days.”  He  noted  that  most  church  school 
curriculum  resources  have  been  shipped 
to  local  churches  from  Nashville  for 
several  years. 

Five  regional  directors  in 
for  TV  campaign  named 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Five  of  six 
regional  directors  have  been  named  to 
lead  United  Methodism’s  $25  million 
“Television  Presence  and  Ministry” 
campaign. 

The  new  regional  directors  and  the 
cities  where  they  will  be  based  are:  Hal 
E.  Baran,  San  Francisco;  James  R. 
McChesney  Jr.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Harry  W. 
Scoates,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Velma  L.  Walker, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.;  and  Ronald  C. 
Weber,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  A  sixth  regional 
director  to  be  based  in  Dallas  will  be 
announced  soon. 

Making  the  announcements  in  late 
February  was  A.  LeRoy  Lightner, 
director  of  the  financial  campaign  head¬ 
quartered  in  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  (UMCom)  building  here. 

The  national  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry  program  was  approved  by  the 
1980  General  Conference. 

‘Peace’  portfolio 
out-performs  Dow 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Pax  World,  a 
mutual  fund  which  eschews  investments 
in  the  weapons,  nuclear  power,  tobacco, 
liquor  and  gambling  industries,  reported 
that  it  beat  inflation  and  out-performed 
the  Dow  Jones  Industrial  Average  index 
in  1981. 

Church  officials  and  other  “social 
responsibility”  advocates  helped  start 
the  fund  in  1971  as  a  means  of  investing  in 
such  “life  supportive”  industries  as 
health  care,  education,  pollution  control, 
food  and  leisure  time  products. 

Pax  World  realized  a  return  of  16.2 
percent  in  1980  —  better  than  the  Dow 
Jones  increase  of  14.9  percent. 

“We  do  more  than  avoid  life 
destructive  industries,”  said  the  fund’s 
president,  Luther  E.  Tyson. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Chapters  of  the 
politically  “liberal”  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  (MFSA)  are 
multiplying  as  the  public  sends  more 
political  “conservatives”  to  Congress. 

The  two  trends  are  not  unrelated  says 
the  Rev.  George  McClain,  chief 
executive  of  the  Federation  which  is 
strongly  critical  of  the  U.S.  economic 
system. 

The  number  of  annual  conference 
chapters  of  the  Federation  has  tripled 
since  1978.  Today,  there  are  11  on  line  and 
six  more  expected  to  be  operating  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

As  a  conservative  philosophy  has 
become  dominant  in  Washington,  Mr. 
McClain  says,  people  who  identify  with 
liberal  causes  have  seen  more  and  more 
reason  to  join  a  group  like  the 
Federation,  a  74-year-old  unofficial 
caucus  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

United  Methodists  in  annual 
conferences  such  as  Alabama-West 
Florida  and  Nebraska  are  organizing 
chapters  and  affiliating  with  MFSA 
which  Mr.  McClain  admits  had  a 
decidedly  northeastern  identity  until 
recently. 

“When  I  came  in  1974  (to  head  the 
group),  all  the  executive  committee 
came  from  the  Northeast,  mainly  New 
York,”  he  says.  “We  had  two  chapters.” 

Compared  with  the  9.6  million  members 
of  the  UMC,  the  Federation,  with  1,150 
members  is  a  small  group.  Nonetheless, 
that  membership  is  32  percent  higher 
than  just  one  year  ago,  said  Mr.  McClain 
who  is  based  in  Staten  Island. 

With  growth  has  come  some 
fundamental  changes  in  a  group  which 
describes  its  “stance  and  style”  as  being 
“liberal  to  radical.” 

MFSA  is  much  more  oriented  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  than  in  years 
past,  the  executive  said.  During  the 
McCarthy  era,  a  wedge  was  driven 
between  the  Federation  and  the  church. 
The  government  branded  the 
organization  as  subversive,  and  the 
church  unsuccessfully  tried  to  get  the 
group  to  remove  “Methodist”  from  its 
name. 

After  that,  “our  membership  consisted 
of  a  lot  of  people  from  other 
denominations  and  non-church  liberals 
who  admired  our  social  stands,”  Mr. 
McClain  said.  But  since  1974  the 
Federation  has  again  sought  to  play  an 
important  role  within  the  UMC. 

“Increasingly,  our  constituency  is 
people  of  the  UMC,”  he  said. 

The  Federation  has  put  a  lot  of  effort 
into  lobbying  at  General  Conferences  for 
the  UMC  to  take  various  stands  on 
racism,  sexism,  peace  and  economic 
justice  issues.  It  pushes  for  “more 
equalized  salary  scales  for  pastors  and 
supports  the  rights  of  homosexual 
workers  within  the  church,”  Mr. 
McClain  said. 

It  has  remained  fairly  constant  in 
trying  to  focus  attention  on  what  it 
perceives  to  be  the  root  causes  of  various 
social  problems.  The  present  capitalist 
economic  system  usually  gets  the  blame. 

Mr.  McClain  explains  his  view:  Large 
corporations  often  shy  away  from  doing 
socially  responsible  things  because  that 
might  reduce  profits.  And  providing 
profits  to  shareholders  is  the  primary 
responsibility  of  a  corporation. 

Consequently,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
MFSA  to  devote  a  lot  of  energy  to  union 
organizing  and  economic  boycotts  to 
force  corporations  to  be  “responsible,” 
he  said. 

Profit  itself  isn’t  necessarily  bad,  but 
the  struggle  for  profit  as  the  centerpiece 
of  an  economic  system  is  not  Christian, 
MFSA  contends. 

“The  problem  with  capitalism  is  that  it 
encourages  the  baser  instincts  —  greed 
and  competition  —  rather  than  Christian 
values  of  sharing  and  cooperation,”  Mr. 
McClain  said.  But  MFSA  doesn’t  offer  an 


alternative  economic  system  to  replace 
the  present  one. 

“It’s  an  undeniable  fact  that  in  the 
Bible,  God  consistently  takes  the  side  of 
the  poor,  the  marginalized  and  the 
oppressed,  and  calls  us  to  do  the  same,” 
he  said.  “We  are  very  deliberate  about 
keeping  our  action  tied  to  our  faith. 

“Our  people  are  outspoken.  They  are 
heard  in  the  conferences. .  .  .  We’d  like  to 
be  on  the  front-line  and  not  just  talking 
about  the  issues.”  MFSA  members 
frequently  can  be  found  on  picket  lines 
and  occasionally  are  arrested  for  their 
activism,  Mr.  McClain  said. 

Besides  the  conferences  previously 
mentioned,  the  following  have  —  or  soon 
will  have  —  Federation  chapters:  Pacific 
and  Southwest,  California-Nevada, 
Oregon-Idaho,  Iowa,  Wisconsin, 
Northern  Illinois,  Central  Illinois, 
Northern  Indiana,  East  Ohio,  Western 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  Northern  New  Jersey, 
Virginia  and  Florida. 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  and  two  other 
members  of  Congress  just  back  from 
Central  America  have  roundly  de¬ 
nounced  the  resumption  of  U.S.  military 
aid  to  El  Salvador  and  accused  the  State 
Department  of  deceit. 

On  a  10-day  trip  to  Costa  Rica, 
Guatemala  and  Honduras,  the  three 
interviewed  refugees,  Salvadoran  junta 
member  Morales  Ehrlich  and  members 
of  the  military  and  leftist  guerillas.  Upon 
returning,  the  minister  —  Rep.  Robert 
W.  Edgar  (D-Pa)  —  Rep.  Gerry  E. 
Studds  (D-Mass)  and  Rep.  Barbara 
Mikulsi  (D-Md)  denounced  the  State 
Department  in  a  letter  to  their  House 
colleagues. 

They  brought  back  taped  accounts  by 
witnesses  of  brutality  where  whole 
villages  were  burned,  and  women  and 
children  were  raped  and  murdered  by 
the  Salvadoran  military.  The  tape 
recounts  horror  tales  of  children  thrown 
into  the  air  for  target  practice  and  the 
“diswombing”  of  pregnant  women  with 
machetes  “as  if  they  were  iguanas." 

Dozens  of  Salvadoran  witnesses  ques¬ 
tioned  near  the  border  with  Honduras 
“to  a  person”  attributed  the  brutality  to 
the  Salvadoran  army,  Rep.  Mikulski 
said. 

Nevertheless,  the  three  say,  the  State 
Department  continues  to  assert  that  the 
thousands  of  refugees  are  driven  out  by 
the  far  right  and  far  left  forces.  “They 
have  absolutely  denied  the  validity  of 
these  tapes,”  the  congresswoman  said. 

Mr.  Edgar  said  that  for  too  long, 
diplomats  have  been  deaf  to  the  church’s 
voice  in  Central  America,  under¬ 
estimating  its  role  in  giving  people  a 
“thirst  for  meaning  in  their  lives  that 
caused  them  to  value  human  life  and  hold 
forth  an  ideal  of  the  quality  that  life 
should  have.”  The  “most  important 
document  to  them  is  not  the  Communist 
Manifesto,  but  the  Bible,  and  their  most 
important  leader  is  their  priest.” 

The  three  national  Roman  Catholic 
bodies  and  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  (see  TM/UMR  Feb. 
27  issue)  recently  voiced  opposition  to 
outside  intervention  in  El  Salvador. 

According  to  the  Catholic  agencies,  the 
U.S.  military  assistance  to  the  junta  has 
three  negative  consequences:  (1)  “It 
identifies  the  U.S.,  at  least  symbolically, 
with  the  repressive  role  of  the  security 
forces  whose  actions  have  been 
consistently  critized  by  the  church  in  El 
Salvador;  (2)  it  increases  the  risk  of 
wider  military  intervention;  and  (3)  it 
jeopardizes  a  constructive  role  the  U.S. 
might  play  in  the  conflict.” 

The  United  Methodist  agency 
condemned  “all  acts  of  brutality, 
violence  and  oppression  against  God’s 
people  anywhere  but  particularly  in  El 
Salvador.”  It  also  called  for  termination 
of  military  aid  by  “all  governments”  and 
outside  groups. 


Citing  increased 
human  rights 
violations  "throughout 
the  world”  and  church 
concern  over  the 
turmoil  in  El  Salvador, 
several  United 
Methodist  caucuses 
have  called  for  the 
UMC  to  have  a 
consultation  on  “the 
gospel  and  human 
rights."  Signers  included  the  Rev.  George 
McClain  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  the  Rev.  Phylemon  Titus 
of  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal; 
Joan  Clark  of  Affirmation,  the  homosexual 
caucus  and  the  Rev.  Peggy  Garrison  of 
the  Women’s  Caucus. 

Women  in 
leadership 
main  goal 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

MADISON,  Wis.— Increasing  the 
numbers  of  women  in  church  leadership 
positions  and  training  women  for  leadership 
are  two  of  the  goals  adopted  by  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  for  1981-1984. 

“From  time  to  time  certain  concerns 
on  the  agenda  of  the  advocacy  agency 
move  into  high  profile,”  said  Carolyn 
Oehler  of  Elgin,  Ill.,  commission 
president.  Right  now  is  the  time  to 
monitor  affirmative  action  particularly 
closely,  she  told  the  commissioners.  A 
relatively  large  number  of  church 
leadership  and  staff  positions  have  been 
or  are  in  the  process  of  being  filled,  she 
noted,  and  women  have  not  fared  very 
well. 

“That  frequently  used  dodge  —  ‘We 
couldn’t  find  a  qualified  woman’  —  can 
often  be  translated,”  she  said,  as  “we 
looked  in  the  same  old  places  and  found 
the  same  white  men .  ’  ’ 

Ms.  Oehler  said  that  the  way 
information  about  job  openings  is 
distributed  in  the  church  —  largely 
through  bishops,  district  superintendents 
and  conference  council  officials  — 
almost  guarantees  that  only  men  will 
find  out  about  a  job  opening. 

The  commission’s  coordinating  com¬ 
mittee,  which  investigates  complaints  of 
sex  discrimination  and  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  of  women  church  employees, 
decided  to  investigate  the  formal 
charges  of  sex  discrimination  brought  by 
Jessma  Blockwick.  She  was  a  staff 
member  of  the  general  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  who  was  fired  in  a  staff 
reshuffle  just  before  Christmas.  She  was 
with  the  agency  12  years. 


TM/UMR  expands 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  A  new  weekly  newspaper 
with  an  interdenominational  focus 
called  the  National  Christian  Reporter 
was  launched  here  this  week  as  an 
extension  of  The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

The  immediate  impetus  for  starting 
NCR  came  from  several  requests  for 
such  a  publication,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor/general 
manager.  Formerly  involved  with 
another  publisher,  several  churches  — 
including  Disciples  (Christian),  Baptist, 
Assembly  of  God,  and  one  independent 
community  church  —  asked  if  they  might 
be  able  to  publish  local  editions  similar 
to  those  produced  for  United  Methodist 
congregations  through  TM/UMR. 

“As  we  considered  their  inquiries  and 
thought  through  the  needs  being 
expressed  and  how  we  might  relate  to 
them,  we  began  to  envision  how  we  could 
create  a  new  interdenominational 
publication  as  an  extension  of  the  min¬ 
istry  of  TM/UMR,"  said  Mr.  Dunnam. 

Mr.  Dunnam  wrote  in  the  first  issue  of 
NCR  that  while  there  are  already 
hundreds  of  religious  publications, 
weekly  religious  newspapers  have  been 
steadily  declining  in  number,  with 
several  major  Protestant  denominations 
offering  no  weekly  news  medium . 

“Informed  Christians  tend  to  be  more 
committed  Christians,”  said  Mr. 
Dunnam,  who  as  the  editor  of  TM/UMR 
has  seen  the  newspaper  buck  the 
downward  trend  with  a  steadily 
expanding  circulation  during  the  past  15 
years. 

The  new  publication  will  be  self- 
supporting  and  will  not  in  any  way  alter 


the  denominational  identity  and  focus  of 
TM/UMR,  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  “It  is  the 
broadness  of  our  denomination’s  outlook 
as  reflected  in  TM/UMR,  that  makes  the 
type  publication  we  already  produce 
appealing  to  persons  of  other 
denominations.” 

“The  first  purpose  of  the  new 
newspaper  will  be  to  provide  credible 
religious  news  to  our  subscribers  in  a 
lively,  readable  weekly  publication,” 
said  TM/UMR’s  managing  editor  Sharon 
Mielke,  who  added  that  this  differs  from 
TM/UMR's  purpose  only  in  its  lack  of  a 
specific  denominational  focus. 

An  important  second  purpose  will  be  to 
provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of 
opinion  among  Christians  in  much  the 
same  way  that  Page  2  does  for 
TM/UMR  readers. 

Editorially,  the  National  Christian 
Reporter  will  provide  an  alternative 
theological  perspective  to  those  offered 
by  Christian  Century  and  Christianity 
Today,  but  in  a  newspaper  format,  Mr. 
Dunnam  said. 

Creation  of  the  National  Christian 
Reporter  was  authorized  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  TM/UMR’s 
governing  board.  This  decision  will  be 
reviewed  evaluated  by  the  board  at 
its  annual  meeting  in  November. 

“It  would  be  a  sin  and  a  shame  for  us 
not  to  recognize  this  situation  as  an 
opportunity  God  has  provided  us  to 
extend  TM/UMR’s  already  successful 
and  highly  significant  ministry  among 
United  Methodists  to  Christians  of  other 
traditions  who  feel  the  need  for  a. 
publication  of  this  type,"  said  the  Rev. 
Shrum  Burton  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  board. 


Graduation  Specials 

25%  Off 

On  sale,  and  just  at  the  right  time  to  give  to 
your  high  school  and  college  graduates.  Buy 
these  books  by  the  dozen — and  save  even  more! 


When  You  Graduate,  by  Charles  L. 
Allen  and  Mouzon  Biggs.  Homey, 
down-to-earth  counsel  for  young  men 
and  women  about  to  confront  a  world 
of  perplexing  problems  and  difficult 
decisions.  A  perennial  favorite  from  a 
pastor  who  has  brought  guidance  to 
millions.  Revell. 

Rll-826267 . Regular,  4.95 

Cokesbury  Special,  12  for  44.55 


You  the  Graduate,  by  Harold  J. 
Brown.  Let  the  graduates  in  your  life 
explore  these  60  thought-provoking 
essays  on  the  use  of  their  talents,  how 
to  assume  responsibilities,  and  how 
to  deal  with  other  aspects  of  every¬ 
day  living — love,  courage,  faith,  suc¬ 
cess.  Gift  boxed.  Abingdon. 

A01-468566 . Regular,  3.95 

Cokesbury  Special,  12  for  35.55 
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Centenary  begins 
plans  for 

Annual  Conference 


SHREVEPORT  —  Ministers  around 
the  state  should  be  receiving  their  letters 
and  reservation  cards  for  housing  for  the 
1981  Annual  Conference. 

'  The  letters  were  mailed  March  16  from 
Dick  Anders  at  Centenary  College,  where 
the  Conference  will  be  held  Monday 
through  Thursday,  June  1-4. 

Two  reservation  cards  were  mailed  in 
each  letter;  ministers  should  make  sure 
their  Lay  delegate  receives  one  of  these 
cards. 

Rooms  are  available  for  Conference 
members  and  their  spouses  only.  No 
children  or  friends,  please,  as  rooms  are 
limited.  Persons  staying  in  the  resident 
halls  should  furnish  their  own  bedding, 
soap,  towels,  and  personal  items.  Meals 
will  be  served  in  the  College  cafeteria, 
beginning  at  noon,  Monday,  June  1. 

Cost  for  rooms  will  be  $9.00  per  person 
per  night.  A  $9.00  deposit  will  hold  the 
room,  with  the  remaining  fees  payable 
during  Housing  Registration  on  Monday, 
June  1,  at  9  a.m.  in  the  Moore  Student 
Center. 

Guaranteed  Rooms,  $30.00  per  person 
for  three  nights  (Monday  through 
Wednesday)  and  $40.00  per  person  for 
four  nights  (Sunday  through 
Wednesday),  must  be  paid  in  advance. 


Registrants  may  request  a  specific 
residence  hall  and/or  floor.  Persons  with 
Guaranteed  Rooms  may  by-pass 
Housing  Registration  on  June  1  and  move 
directly  into  the  assigned  rooms.  Only 
persons  with  Guaranteed  Rooms  may 
check  in  and  use  their  rooms  Sunday 
evening,  May  31,  after  6  p.m. 

Accommodations  are  given  on  a  first 
come,  first  served  basis.  Delegates 
needing  a  first  floor  room  should  get 
their  requests  in  early,  according  to  Mr. 
Anders. 

All  registrants  will  receive  con¬ 
firmation  for  receipt  of  deposit.  Those 
who  choose  the  Guaranteed  Room 
Reservation  will  also  have  the  Residents 
Hall  and  Room  Assignment  on  their 
confirmation  notice. 

Centenary  College  will  furnish  retired 
clergy  and  their  spouses  or  widows  a 
room  on  campus  without  charge,  and  the 
Board  of  Pensions  will  provide  the  cost  of 
meals  for  them.  Ministers  retiring  this 
year  are  not  eligible. 

Checks  for  Guaranteed  Room  deposits 
should  be  made  payable  to  Centenary 
College,  and  mailed  to  the  Summer 
Conference  Coordinator,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


LAKE  CHARLES  —  A  District  Lay  Speakers  School,  sponsored  by  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries,  with  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway  as  Director, 
was  held  at  First  UMC,  with  an  average  attendance  of  18  persons,  both  men 
and  women.  The  instructors  for  the  school,  in  addition  to  Dr.  Galloway,  were 
Rev.  Ted  Standley  of  Westlake  UMC,  Dr.  Charles  Simmons  of  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  and  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin  of  Welsh  UMC.  Mr.  Chris  Blanchard  brought 
an  inspirational  devotion  at  the  end  of  the  school  and  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  closed 
the  school  and  congratulated  the  lay  speakers  upon  their  certification. 


Rev.  Arthur  Baker,  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC,  DeRidder,  is  shown  presenting 
Sunday  School  Bars  for  the  perfect  attendance  pins  of  Catherine,  Kevin  and 
Samantha  Perkins.  Catherine,  who  is  13  years  old,  and  Kevin,  who  is 
11  years  old,  each  received  a  5-year  bar.  Samantha,  who  is  4  years  old, 
received  a  4-year  bar.  These  children  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronnie  Perkins 
have  been  faithful  in  their  attendance  in  Sunday  School. 


Officers  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  United  Methodist  Men  were  installed 
at  Dillard  University.  Samuel  G.  Poplus  —  President  ;  William  Webb  -  Vice- 
President;  Albert  Ebanks  —  Secretary;  Jordan  Wilson  —  Treasurer;  Amos 
Taylor  —  Chaplain;  Chester  Horn  —  Reporter;  Leonard  Avery  —  Sergeant- 
at-Arms. 


NASHVILLE  —  Research  supervisor,  Denise  Primm  (seated  left),  reports 


positive  responses  to  prototypes  of 
curriculum  materials.  She  discusses 
Pat  Floyd,  Executive  Editor  Older 
Editor  of  Church  School  Publications 
Younger  Children’s  Publications. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
1982  children’s  resources  to  150 
denomination’s  diversity.  More  than 


new  United  Methodist  children’s 
church  reactions  with  (from  left) 
Publications,  Ewart  G.  Watts, 
Leo  N.  Kisrow,  Executive  Editor 

sent  curriculum  prototypes  of  the 
churches  chosen  to  reflect  the 
responses  were  received.  “Nearly 


90  %  of  those  responding  to  the  prototypes  were  very  positive.  They 
easy  to  use,’’  Primm  said. 

“A  number  of  local  churches  offered  suggestions  which  will  be  passed  on 
to  the  appropriate  editors,’’  Primm  continued. 

Curriculum  materials  for  The  United  Methodist  Church  are  developed  by 
the  Curriculum  Resources  Committee  staff  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  are 
then  published  by  Graded  Press,  and  distributed  by  Cokesbury,  units  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 


The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University  held  a  Mid-Winter 
Retreat  at  Caney  Conference  Centre. 
Theme  for  the  retreat  was  “A  practical 
walk  in  the  Holy  Spirit.”  The  Rev.  O. 
Dean  Martin,  Trinity  UMC, 
Gainesville,  Florida,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  There  were  140  students  from 
Tech  who  attended  the  retreat.  Jennifer 
Jolly  and  Trent  Day  served  as  co¬ 
chairpersons  for  the  event.  Rev. 
William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.,  campus 
minister  at  the  Foundation,  said,  “It 
was  a  time  for  Bible  study,  worship, 
fellowship,  and  recreation.” 


NOTICE  TO  ALL  CHAIRPER 
SONS  of  Conference  Agencies : 

Reports  that  are  to  be  included  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Reports  are  due 
in  the  Conference  Office  by  April  1st. 

These  reports  have  to  be  printed 
and  assimilated,  then  mailed  to  Con¬ 
ference  members  by  May  1st. 


Thomas  W.  Brown  has  been 
named  director  of  music, 
youth,  and  education  ministries 
at  the  Denham  Springs  First 
UMC.  A  native  of  Homer, 
Brown  is  a  graduate  of  Denham 
Springs  High  School,  has  a 
Bachelor  of  Music  degree  from 
Louisiana  State  University  and 
a  Master  of  Music  degree  from 
Northeast  Louisiana  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  has  acted  as  high 
school  and  church  choir 
directors.  Rev.  George 
Duerson  is  pastor. 

|  Our  Sympathy  j 

Rev.  M.  L.  Davis,  retired  minister, 
died  at  his  home  on  March  9th.  Rev. 
Davis  retired  in  1975. 

Rev.  Floyd  McCarty,  retired  local 
pastor  died  on  March  9th.  Rev.  McCarty 
lived  in  Natchitoches. 


Mrs.  B.  H.  Pullen,  the  oldest  member  of  Squyres  UMC,  assisted  Rev.  Donald  M. 
Risinger  as  they  turned  the  first  shovel  at  ground-breaking  services. 


Rev.  Gordon  C.  Hunter  of  Canada  (left  picture)  and  Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle 
(right)  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  were  the  leaders  for  the  North  Louisiana  Ashram 
held  recently  in  Ruston.  Rev.  Hunter  was  the  Evangelist  and  Dr.  Tuttle,  the 
Bible  Leader. 


Trues  Lee  (second  from  left)  was  recently  honored  by  the  Heflin  UMC  in 
recognition  of  twenty-five  consecutive  years  of  perfect  attendance  in  the 
church  school.  Rev.  Robert  Peyton  (left),  Ruston  District  Superintendent, 
was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  surprise  commemoration  service.  Rev.  Lewis 
M.  Morris,  Jr.,  ( third  from  left)  is  pastor  of  the  church.  Also  shown  is  Elmer 
Lee,  one  of  the  Trustees  and  Mr.  Lee  s  brother. 


“Galaxies,”  a  new  interest  group  of  First  UMC,  Pineville,  met  at  the 
parsonage  to  view  a  film  on  humanism.  Humanism,  according  to  the  notes 
we  were  sent,  is  a  philosophy  which  denies  the  existence  of  God  and  the 
authority  of  the  Bible  while  affirming  the  centrality  of  man. 
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King  and  Queen  of  the  Valentine 
Sweetheart  Banquet  at  First  UMC,  New 
Iberia  were  Luke  LeBlanc  and  JoEllen 
Hipp.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


Ground-breaking 
at  Squyres  UMC 


Squyres  United  Methodist  Church  Con¬ 
gregation  at  Ragley,  La.  broke  ground  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  February  8th,  for 
their  first  church  unit.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Nathan  Avant,  and  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Rex 
Squyres  were  present  for  the  occasion. 

This  first  unit  (8100  square  feet)  will 
consist  of  a  fellowship  hall  and 
educational  facilities.  There  is  enough 


cash  on  hand  to  begin  the  building  and  it 
is  expected  that  sufficient  funds  will  be 
received  during  construction  so  that  the 
building  may  be  completed.  All  is  in 
readiness  to  proceed  as  soon  as  the 
weather  permits  the  pouring  of  the  slab. 

Again,  the  church  expresses  deep 
appreciation  to  the  District  and 
Conference  Boards  of  Mission  and  to  the 
1000  Club  for  the  help  they  gave. 


Editorials 

Court  decision  avoiding  replay  of 
‘science  vs.  religion’  battle  lauded 
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A  California  judge  has  thwarted  efforts 
to  portray  a  recently  concluded  court 
case  there  as  a  1980s  version  of  the  1925 
Scopes  (monkey)  trial  —  for  which  we 
are  profoundly  grateful. 

The  suit  in  question  challenged  the  dog¬ 
matic  teaching  of  evolutionary  theory 
in  the  public  schools  to  explain  the 
origins  of  the  universe  and  human  life.  It 
also  contended  that  the  “scientific  cre¬ 
ationist”  theory  —  which  generally  cor¬ 
responds  with  the  Genesis  account  of 
creation  —  offers  a  scientific  explanation 
for  life’s  origins  at  least  as  plausible  as 
evolutionary  theory. 

In  rendering  a  decision  in  which  he  de¬ 
clared  “both  sides  have  won,”  Judge 
Irving  Perluss  ruled  the  teaching  of 
evolution  in  science  classes  does  not 
violate  the  religious  freedom  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  literal  accuracy  of  the 
creation  account  in  the  Book  of  Genesis. 
He  also  ruled,  however,  that  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Department  of  Education  has 
failed  to  communicate  adequately  to  its 
teachers  and  administrators  the  official 
state  policy  that  evolution  should  be 
taught  as  “theory”  and  not  as  “dogma.” 
As  one  part  of  his  decision,  the  judge  in¬ 
structed  the  state  to  circulate  to  adminis¬ 
trators,  science  teachers  and  textbook 
publishers  the  state’s  guideline  “that 
dogmatism  be  changed  to  conditional 
statements  where  speculation  is  offered 
for  origins.” 

We  believe  Judge  Perluss’  ruling  is  a 
model  of  sound  thinking  and  good  sense. 
It  avoids  entangling  the  state  in  the  man¬ 
datory  teaching  of  religious  doctrines, 
while  at  the  same  time  prohibiting  edu- 

Martyrdom  still 
a  risk  for  those 
who  follow  Jesus 

The  recent  execution  of  Wycliffe  Bible 
translator  Chester  Bitterman  III  by  left¬ 
ist  guerillas  in  Colombia  serves  as  a 
stark  reminder  that  following  Jesus 
Christ  can  still  be  a  risky  undertaking. 

The  circumstances  accompanying  the 
death  of  Mr.  Bitterman  —  who  appar¬ 
ently  had  no  purpose  in  Colombia  beyond 
translating  the  Bible  into  indigenous 
Indian  dialects  —  also  serves  as  a 
witness  to  the  world  that  there  still  are 
Christians  willing  —  if  necessary  —  to 
give  their  lives  in  order  to  share  God’s 
love  with  others.  Mt'.'  BittermEfr?  Was 
killed  after  seven  weeks' of  threats,  de¬ 
mands  and  deadlines  for  the  U.S.-based 
Summer  Institute  of  Linguistics  —  for 
which  he  worked  and  which  was  accused 
of  being  a  CIA  operation  —  to  leave 
Colombia,  or  he  would  be  executed  as  a 
spy. 

Mr.  Bitterman’s  200  co-workers  —  in 
spite  of  his  death  and  threats  to  their  own 
lives  —  have  remained  in  Colombia  with 
their  families  and  have  shown  a  deter¬ 
mined  resolve  to  continue  their  mission¬ 
ary  work.  The  revelation  after  his  death 
of  a  request  by  Mr.  Bitterman  that  he  be 
buried  in  Colombia  should  he  die  there, 
also  suggests  the  depth  of  his  commit¬ 
ment  both  to  Christ  and  to  the  people  of 
Colombia. 

When  any  member  of  the  family  of 
faith  is  martyred,  all  who  follow  Christ 
are  both  diminished  by  the  loss,  and 
strengthened  by  the  depth  of  faith  which 
is  revealed.  We  give  thanks  for  the  lives  of 
Chester  Bitterman  for  his  family  and  co- 
workers,  and  for  all  persons  who  risk 
their  lives  daily  in  the  service  of  a  Lord 
whose  Word  is  stronger  than  any  earthly 
power,  including  death. 
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cators  from  teaching  scientific  theories 
as  dogmatic  truths. 

The  judge's  decision  also  carries  with 
it  the  significant  side  benefit  of  pre¬ 
venting  a  new  and  irrelevant  “battle  of 
science  and  religion”  from  developing  — 
at  least  for  the  time  being.  Whether  one 
accepts  the  theory  of  evolution,  or  the 
theory  of  “scientific  creationism,”  or 
some  yet-to-be-formulated  theory  should 
have  no  impact  on  a  person’s  faith.  From 
a  Christian  perspective,  God  offers  both 
the  Who  and  the  Why  of  creation.  The 
method,  or  “How,”  of  creation  is  a  valid 
and  interesting  subject  for  scientific  in¬ 
quiry,  but  it  should  not  be  a  decisive 
determinant  of  one’s  religious  faith. 

Since  some  fundamentalist  religious 
groups  have  stated  that  the  California 
case  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  nationwide 
campaign  against  the  teaching  of  evolu¬ 
tion  in  public  schools  to  the  exclusion  of 
teaching  “the  Biblical  account  of 
creation,”  we  hope  that  Judge  Perluss’ 
decision  will  become  widely  known.  The 
logic  and  approach  he  used  to  reach  his 
decision  could  profitably  be  emulated  by 
public  education  policy-makers  and 
teachers  who  may  be  confronted  with 
similar  cases  elsewhere. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Here  I  Stand 

Are  we  really  living  out  what  we  say 
we  believe  about  mission  outreach? 
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By  KENTG.  BILLER 

Do  we  believe  what  we  say  we  believe? 
Do  we  have  Gdod  News  to  share?  Was 
Jesus  Christ  the  Word  made  flesh?  Is 
Jesus  Christ  the  Savior  of  the  world  and 
Lord  of  the  universe?  Do  we  believe 
persons  without  Christ  are  lost  forever? 
If  we  really  believed  these  things,  it 
would  make  all  the  difference  in  the 
world!  The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
one  of  the  greatest  traditions,  the  great¬ 
est  resources,  and  the  greatest  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  evangelize  the  world  that  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  ever  known  in 
its  history.  But  are  we  doing  it? 

First  I  would  like  to  speak  to  our 
church  as  a  whole,  and  especially  to  our 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
What  is  the  primary  purpose  of  the 
church?  Is  it  not  to  be  the  Body  of  Christ 
in  the  world?  The  church  is  to  carry  on 
the  ministry  that  Christ  came  to  initiate 
—  the  reconciliation  of  persons  to  God. 
Through  Christ  we  can  know  of  God’s 
love  for  humanity  and  can  be  brought 
into  a  personal  relationship  with  God.  We 
can  have  peace  and  joy,  abundant  and 
eternal  life.  If  we  really  believed  that, 
our  church  would  be  exploding  with 
vitality,  growing,  and  spreading  into 


every  people  and  place  in  our  world.  We 
say  we  believe  it.  We  sing  we  believe  it. 
But  do  we  show  it? 

If  our  primary  purpose  is  to  reconcile 
the  world  to  God  through  Christ,  then 
why  isn’t  evangelism  the  center  of  all 
that  we  do  through  the  missions  of  our 
church?  We  do  need  to  feed  the  hungry, 
clothe  the  naked,  visit  the  imprisoned, 
liberate  the  oppressed,  but  for  what  purpose? 
Just  so  they  can  have  a  better  life  here  on 
earth?  Isn’t  the  church  primarily  involved 
in  spiritual  and  eternal  things?  Isn’t  God 
Spirit?  Isn’t  our  relationship  with  God  the 
reason  for  God  creating  us? 

Our  root  purpose  is  evangelism 

What  we  do  in  missions  and  what  we  do 
in  every  local  church  should  always  have 
as  its  root  the  purpose  of  evangelism.  If 
our  primary  purpose  isn’t  to  bring 
persons  into  a  personal  relationship  with 
God  through  Christ  in  every  program  we 
carry  on,  then  our  mission  is  not  the  mission 
of  Christ  who  died  on  the  cross  to  reconcile 
the  world  to  God.  I  challenge  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  look  at  their 
priorities.  If  sharing  the  Good  News  of  Christ 
is  primary,  then  we  should  act  like  it  and  let 
the  people  of  our  church  know  it. 

Hundreds  of  United  Methodists  are 


Mr.  Reagan’s  ‘human  rights’  policy  defended 


To  the  Editor: 

May  I  call  to  your  attention  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  possibility  of  an  “im¬ 
promptu”  aspect  in  your  editorial  of  Feb. 
27  in  regard  to  President  Reagan  and 
“human  rights.”  It  raises  a  number  of 
questions  in  my  mind: 

Are  you  saying  that  “suspicion  and/or 
fear”  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  justified  even  without  adequate 
time  and  opportunity  being  given  to  the 
President  to  state  his  position  on  "human 
rights?” 

What  valid  proof  do  you  have  that  Mr. 
Reagan  is  a  violator  of  human  rights? 

Are  you  supporting  the  idea  that  guilt 
can  be  sustained  in  some  instances  with¬ 
out  proof? 

Are  you  expressing  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  statements  made  by 
Mr.  Reagan’s  supporters? 

How  is  it  possible  for  any  public  official 
to  make  his  or  her  time  schedule  fit  into 
that  of  every  citizen  who  wants  a  prompt 
answer  to  a  question? 

Are  you  indicating  that  answering  your 
personal  question  takes  precedence  over 
the  priority  given  by  the  Administration, 
House  and  Senate  to  the  establishment  of 
some  kind  of  fiscal  responsibility  in  our 
federal  government? 

It  seems  to  me  your  readers  are 


entitled  to  help  and  illumination  rather 
than  “impromptu”  tangents. 

Ray  Flaherty 
Farmers  Branch,  Texas 

‘Human  rights’  nomination 
answers  policy  question 

To  the  Editor: 

Even  before  your  editorial  urged  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  continue 
American  support  for  “human  rights,” 
he  gave  his  answer.  An  active  critic  of 
any  human-rights  policies  was  nom¬ 
inated  for  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
for  Human  Rights  and  Humanitarian 
Affairs. 

Ernest  Lefever,  the  nominee,  is  also 
known  for  sponsoring  a  smear  of  the 
Nestle  boy  cotters,  and  receiving  a  don¬ 
ation  from  Nestle  for  his  “Center  for 
Ethics  and  Public  Policy”  in  return. 
Having  struck  out  in  ethics,  he  is  being 
given  a  try  in  public  policy. 

I  have  written  my  Senators  asking 
them  not  to  confirm  him.  I  hope  all  your 
readers  do  the  same.  Frank  Palmer 
Chicago,  Illinois 

‘Peace  with  justice’  less 
likely  to  be  achieved 

To  the  Editor: 

I  neglect  to  send  words  of  appreciation 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


At  least  one  part  of  ‘New 
Christian  Right  9  is  mislabeled 


When  I  learned  that  a  leader  of  the 
“New  Christian  Right”  planned  to  come 
to  our  offices  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  was 
surprised  and  my  sense  of  anticipation 
was  not  high. 

Mr.  Ed  McAteer  and  his  “Religious 
Roundtable”  organization  were  in  the 
midst  of  a  fund-raising  campaign 
designed  to  combat  a  non-existent 
“desexed”  and  “anti-Christian”  Bible  he 
said  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
was  producing.  Our  publication  had 
editorially  called  the  truthfulness  of  Mr. 
McAteer’s  letter  into  question,  and  we 
were  now  going  to  sit  down  and  talk  with 
him  about  it  face-to-face  (see  TM/UMR, 
Feb.  20  and  Feb.  27). 

As  we  engaged  in  a  frank,  at  times 
heated,  but  relatively  congenial  three- 
hour  conversation,  I  and  two  of  my 
colleagues  were  pleased  to  discover  that 
Mr.  McAteer  didn’t  have  horns.  Other 
than  his  offensive  persistence  in 
referring  to  one  of  my  colleagues  as 
“honey”  rather  than  by  her  name,  he  con¬ 
ducted  himself  as  a  gentleman.  He 
seemed  genuinely  sincere  in  insisting 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  spread  untruth¬ 
ful  information  about  anyone  —  “even 
the  NCC”  —  because  “that  would  not  be 
Christian.” 

Mr.  McAteer  acknowledged  that  his 
mailing  unintentionally  contained 
factual  misinformation  about  the  NCC. 
He  indicated  he  intended  to  stop  any 
further  copies  of  the  erroneous  mailing 
from  being  distributed.  He  said  he  would 
personally  seek  out  NCC  officials  to 
discuss  the  facts  of  the  NCC’s  actions  and 
intentions  regarding  Bible  translation 
“within  the  next  10  days.”  He  even  said 
he  likely  would  put  out  a  corrective 
mailing  to  those  who  had  received  the 
one  containing  errors. 

Our  meeting  with  Mr.  McAteer  ended 
with  a  prayer  and  amicable  goodbyes. 
We  felt  that,  at  the  very  least,  his 
spurious  mail  campaign  at  the  NCC’s 
•xpense  would  cease.  We  even  had  some 
cause  to  feel  that,  at  best,  some  degree  of 
understanding  might  be  created  between 
two  organizations  which  had,  to  that 
point,  only  talked  about  each  other. 

Two  days  later,  Mr.  McAteer  recon¬ 
firmed  to  TM/UMR  Associate  Editor, 
Roy  Beck,  his  previously-stated 
admission  and  his  future  intentions. 

Periodic  contact  between  Mr.  McAteer 
and  Mr.  Beck  continued  during  the 
ensuing  weeks.  Mr.  McAteer’s  attitude 
varied  dramatically  from  one  conver¬ 
sation  to  the  next.  One  time  he  would 
express  rage;  the  next  he  would  say 
“what  a  fine  young  man”  Mr.  Beck  is ;  he 
stated  no  disagreements  with  Mr.  Beck’s 


Mr.  Dunnam 
reporting  efforts  —  until  the  last  con¬ 
versation  late  last  week.  Mr.  McAteer’s 
moods  seemed  to  depend  a  great 
deal  on  the  advice  of  his  organiza¬ 
tion’s  “theologian,”  the  Rev.  Edward 
Rowe.  That  discouraged  us  since  Mr. 
Rowe  apparently  finds  it  impossible  to 
grasp  that  the  NCC,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  our  publication  are  not  three 
parts  of  one  monolithic,  satanic 
enterprise. 

Last  week,  without  ever  having 
stopped  the  untruthful  mailing,  and  with¬ 
out  ever  so  much  as  calling  anyone  at  the 
NCC,  Mr.  McAteer  issued  a  press  release 
in  Washington  reiterating  his  earlier 
charges  that  the  NCC  “is  sponsoring  a 
program  to  rewrite  the  Bible.”  He 
continued:  “that  book  is  the  foundation 
of  all  we  hold  dear  in  Western  civilization 
and  God’s  people  will  not  sit  idly  and 
dangle  their  feet  while  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  tries  to  destroy  it” 
( see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

The  primary  sources  he  cited  for  these 
conclusions  were  misleading  press 
reports  following  the  NCC’s  meeting  last 
November.  Mr.  McAteer  also  accused 
me  of  issuing  “hysterical  charges” 
against  him  as  "a  smokescreen  to  veil 
the  Council’s  shameful  deeds.” 

I  and  my  colleagues  have  ceased 
trying  to  develop  a  rational  explanation 
for  Mr.  McAteer’s  erratic,  contradictory 
statements.  We  have  concluded  that  he 
may  not  be  capable  of  recognizing  and 
accepting  as  true  anything  which  contra¬ 
dicts  his  —  or  Mr.  Rowe’s  —  pre¬ 
conceived  ideas. 

For  anyone  among  our  readers  who 
cannot  understand  why  TM/UMR  is 
“making  such  a  big  deal”  of  this  matter, 
it  is  not  first  of  all  either  to  defend  the 
NCC  nor  to  discredit  the  NCC’s  critics. 
Nor  is  it  either  to  support  or  oppose  the 
experimental  lectionary  the  NCC  plans 
to  develop  using  “inclusive  language.” 
Nor  is  it  because,  as  one  reader  accused, 
we  “just  like  to  create  controversy  to  sell 
newspapers.”  The  basic  issue  from  our 
perspective  has  to  do  with  truth-telling 
and  bearing  false  witness.  The  Book  that 
Mr.  McAteer  and  “Religious  Round¬ 
table”  purport  to  defend  “makes  a  big 
deal”  of  these  matters. 

I  suppose  one  should  not  make 
judgments  about  all  elements  of  the 
“New  Christian  Right”  on  the  basis  of 
one  part  of  it.  Our  experience  with  Mr. 
McAteer,  Mr.  Rowe,  and  their 
"Religious  Roundtable”  organization 
strongly  suggests,  however,  that  their 
methods  are  neither  “new,”  nor 
“Christian,”  nor  "right.” 

—  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


on  the  many  good  things  that  appear  in 
TM/UMR,  but  I  want  to  express  particu¬ 
lar  appreciation  for  your  editorial  in  the 
Feb.  27  issue  regarding  President  Rea¬ 
gan  and  the  United  States’  human  rights 
commitments. 

You  were  on  target  at  several  points, 
but  I  appreciated  especially  your  review 
of  the  position  that  has  been  taken  with 
United  States’  participation  on  human 
rights,  even  in  documents  and  occasions 
which  were  prior  to  the  Carter  adminis¬ 
tration  but  which  the  Carter  adminis¬ 
tration  affirmed.  It  would  not,  therefore, 
be  inappropriate  for  President  Reagan  to 
feel  free  to  continue  that  affirmation 
without  any  fear  that  he  might  be 
agreeing  with  President  Carter. 

With  you,  I  cannot  understand  why 
President  Reagan  does  not  renew  that 
commitment  at  least  insofar  as  it  would 
express  his  position  and  intentions.  I  fear 
his  reluctance  to  do  so  reflects  an  inten¬ 
tional  diminishing  of  human  rights  as  an 
ingredient  in  foreign  policy  consider¬ 
ation.  Without  an  appropriate  emphasis 
on  human  rights,  there  is  no  way  that 
peace  with  justice  will  be  achieved. 

On  another  subject,  I  also  want  to  com¬ 
mend  you  for  the  work  of  TM/UMR 
regarding  the  Religious  Roundtable,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  and  the 
non-existent  “non-sexist  Bible”  (see 
TM/UMR,  Feb.  20  and  Feb.  27).  Your 
paper  performed  a  real  service  in 
exposing  the  errors  in  the  Religious 
Roundtable’s  fund-raising  appeal  re¬ 
garding  this  matter,  and  in  setting  the 
record  straight  regarding  what  the  NCC 
has  and  has  not  approved. 

Kenneth  W.  Hicks  . 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

Truth -seeking  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

Even  though  you  knew  that  your  stand 
might  not  be  very  popular,  we  are 
writing  to  commend  you  for  ferreting  out 
the  truth  and  for  standing  for  the  truth  as 
regards  the  Religious  Roundable’s 
attack  on  the  National  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  20  and  Feb.  27). 

Once  again,  we  want  to  thank  you  for 
what  we  believe  is  a  very  well-balanced 
reporting  of  the  facts  in  the  news  portion 
of  the  Reporter.  But  beyond  that,  we 
want  to  thank  you  for  what  we  believe 
are  quite  prophetic  insights  that  often 
appear  on  your  editorial  page.  Be 
assured  that  we  think  that  your  ministry 
is  quite  significant  for  United  Methodists 
and  for  the  Christian  church. 

Robert  S.  Zimmerman  and  Alan  S.  Brown 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Bishop’s  article  confused 
rather  than  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  is  a  master  at 
confusing  clarity.  His  “explanation”  re¬ 
garding  Bible  “paraphrases,”  “trans¬ 
lations,”  and  “lectionaries”  in  the  Feb. 
20  issue  is  an  excellent  example  of  the 
foolishness  that  now  passes  for  wisdom 
in  our  church. 

1.  A  lectionary  is  Scripture.  It  con¬ 
tains,  during  a  three-year  cycle,  a  large 
portion  of  the  Bible. 

2.  The  average  person  will  not  spend 
great  amounts  of  time  evaluating  the 
technical  differences  between  a  “para¬ 
phrase”  and  a  “translation.” 

3.  Therefore,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  is  producing  a  ‘non-sexist 
Bible,’  beginning  with  those  passages  in 
the  lectionary. 

4.  Most  people  will  accept  passages 
such  as  Mark  1:17  when  the  wording  is 
“human  beings.”  But  we,  out  of  past 
experience,  are  afraid  that  to  give  that 
inch  is  to  lose  a  mile. 

5.  We  need  continually  to  deepen  our 
understanding  of  God’s  Word.  Let  us  pray 
that  our  search  is  always  for  truth  to  believe, 
and  never  for  confirmation  of  belief. 

Charles  Whatley 
Whigham,  Georgia 

Mr.  McAteer’s  values  are 
not  everyone’s  values 
To  the  Editor: 

The  emotional  response  to  an  idea  that 
a  committee  was  being  formed  to 
“desex”  the  language  in  .the  Bible  is  an 
example  of  the  old  childhood  game  of 


“Rumor”  I  used  to  play  in  MYF 
meetings.  We  were  taught  that  informa¬ 
tion  relayed  from  one  to  the  other  around 
a  small  group  could  become  so  distorted 
it  bore  little  resemblance  at  the  end  to 
the  idea  initiated  in  the  beginning.  The 
news  media  love  to  use  catchy  headlines 
that  command  attention,  and  those 
quoted  from  U.S.  News  and  World  Report 
and  others  in  the  TM/UMR  article  of 
Feb.  27  are  typical. 

God  cannot  be  “demanned”  or 
“neutered”  or  “desexed”  by  a  com¬ 
mittee.  God  is  male/female,  old/young, 
black/white/brown,  all-inclusive,  totally 
one  with  the  universe.  No  words  are 
adequate  including  male  images. 

The  modern  moral  condition  is  no 
different  from  the  ancient  moral  condi¬ 
tion:  in  need  of  redemption.  The  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Bible  is  not  going  to  change 
the  condition  of  humankind.  But,  the 
Bible  in  the  language  we  know,  love,  and 
understand  is  not  the  Bible  known  in  the 
16th  or  18th  centuries,  and  will  not  be  the 
Bible  known  in  the  21st  century.  If  a  new 
way  of  expressing  the  reality  of  God 
involved  with  loving  and  redeeming  the 
world  can  be  used  that  will  open  that 
truth  to  more  people,  I  support  it.  I  will 
use  and  read  whatever  version  I  can 
relate  to,  but  language  must  be  free  to 
change  and  speak  to  new  generations. 

Mr.  McAteer  is,  according  to 
TM/UMR’s  report,  primarily  a  salesman 
who  claims  to  be  honest  and  sincere  in 
his  motives.  He  has  not  read  much  of  the 
message  of  Jesus  in  the  Book  he  is  trying 
to  protect  in  which  Jesus  often  ques¬ 
tioned  the  motives  of  the  sincere  re¬ 
ligious  community.  Mr.  McAteer’s 
values  are  not  the  values  of  everyone,  no 
matter  how  sincerely  he  believes  they 
are.  His  method  of  appealing  to  “in¬ 
stincts”  is  a  technique  often  used  in  sales 
pitches  where  you  are  given  a  pen  to  sign 
a  contract  for  an  item  you  don’t  need  before 
you  realize  you  are  being  conned.  We  are 
made  to  believe  there  is  no  time  to  lose  when, 
in  fact,  God’s  time  is  not  ours. 

Mr.  McAteer  said  he  is  “basically  a 
salesman  of  ideas  rather  than  a  theol¬ 
ogian,”  but  whenever  he  makes  state¬ 
ments  about  God  he  is  doing  theology.  I 
am  more  disturbed  with  salesmen  of 
ideas  who  are  not  responsible  theol¬ 
ogians  than  I  am  with  attempts  by  com¬ 
mittees  to  find  new  ways  of  expressing 
God’s  presence  in  the  world. 

Marion  Rush 

Syracuse,  New  York 


going  to  the  mission  fields  under  other 
mission  boards,  yet  we  now  have  many 
fewer  than  1,000  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries.  A  great  deal  of  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  these  other  missionaries  comes 
from  United  Methodist  congregations. 
These  other  mission  boards  are  con¬ 
stantly  expanding  in  the  number  of 
missionaries  being  sent  out,  while  we 
have  been  cutting  back.  There  are 
estimated  to  be  from  2.4  to  2.7  billion 
people  in  our  world  who  have  not  heard 
about  Jesus  Christ.  “And  how  can  they 
hear  if  the  message  is  not  proclaimed? 
And  how  can  the  message  be  proclaimed 
if  the  messengers  are  not  sent  out?”  — 
(Romans  10: 14c-15  GNB) 

If  money  is  the  problem  in  sending  out 
more  missionaries,  why  couldn’t  the 
missionaries  who  are  approved  by  our 
own  mission  board  go  around  to  local 
churches  and  raise  the  financial  and 
prayer  support  they  need  like  these  other 
missionaries  do?  Not  all  missionaries 
would  need  to  do  that,  but  many  more 
could  be  sent  out  if  we  would  make  this 
an  alternative.  Personal  contact  with 
missionaries  is  what  keeps  the  members 
of  local  churches  interested  in  missions. 

We  need  to  send  not  only  where  we 
have  been  sending  but  also  to  the  many 
tribes,  cultures,  ethnic  groups,  and 
classes  where  the  church  is  not  making 
significant  progress.  With  the  United 
Methodist  tradition’s  emphasis  on  leading 
others  to  experience  a  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ  while  ministering  to 
their  physical  and  social  needs,  we  have 
one  of  the  best  traditions  for  reaching  a 
lost  and  broken  world  with  the  Good 
News.  With  a  largely  middle-class  consti¬ 
tuency,  and  being  the  third  largest  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  U.S.,  the  UMC  has  an 
enormous  potential  in  financial,  material 
and  personnel  resources  to  evangelize 
the  world,  besides  the  tremendous  spir¬ 
itual  resources  that  are  already  ours. 

Does  giving  reflect  mission  support? 

That  brings  me  to  speak  to  each  person 
who  calls  the  UMC  their  church.  Does 
your  giving  to  the  church,  and  especially 
to  missions,  really  show  that  you  believe 
what  you  say  you  believe  when  you  join 
the  church  and  sing  those  hymns  on 
Sunday  morning? 

In  1978  the  average  member  of  the 
UMC  gave  $129.90  to  the  church.  Of  that, 
$30.02  was  given  to  benevolences  which  I 
expect  includes  support  for  our  denom¬ 
inational  hierarchy  as  well  as  mission 
outreach.  In  1979  only  about  $2.09  per 
member  was  given  to  the  Advance  as 
“second-mile  giving”  for  the  whole  year. 
What  is  $2  or  $30  or  even  $129  out  of  an 
average  family  income  pf  over  $18,000? 
That’s  less  than  one  percent  for  even  the 
$129.  Does  sharing  Christ  with  the  world 
have  that  little  priority  in  our  finances? 
Hie  average  American  spent  more  on  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  ($131  for  1977)  than  the 
average  United  Methodist  gives  to  the  church. 

Of  course,  the  question  is  not  really 
how  you  fit  the  average  in  giving,  but 
how  your  priorities  in  living  and  giving 
fit  in  with  the  Great  Commission  Christ 
has  given  us.  Measure  yourself  not  in 
relationship  to  others,  but  in  relationship 
to  what  Christ  is  calling  you  to  do  with 
the  resources  of  time,  talent,  gifts,  money 
and  the  opportunity  that  you  have. 

Are  we  living  out  what  we  say  we 
believe?  I  think  our  evangelistic  mission¬ 
ary  fervor  shows  most  directly  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  and  His  church.  As 
United  Methodists  we  have  the  tradition, 
resources,  and  opportunity  to  reach  the 
masses  for  Jesus  Christ.  God  is  depending 
upon  us  as  a  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ  to  do 
our  part :  Are  we  going  to  let  God  down? 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Kent 
G.  Biller,  is  pastor  of  Uniondale  UMC,  In 
Uniondale,  Indiana  (North  Indiana  Con¬ 
ference). 


HELP  MAKE 
ROOM  FOR 
MORE 


Since  1842  girls  have  received  Christian 
training  at  the  Adams  Girl's  College  in 
Almora,  India.  To  provide  adequate 
housing  a  hostel  was  built  on  the  grounds 
of  the  college. 

Without  this  school  and  hostel 
Christian  girls  in  India's 
Himalayan  region  would  have  no 
place  to  receive  an  education. 

The  enrollment  numbers  more 
than  1200.  More  wish  to 
attend.  Your  generous  gift 
will  help  provide  additional 
scholarships. 

Help  make  room  for  more 
with  your  gift  today. 
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‘Clowning’  with  a  purpose 


Working  from  Bible  stories  and 
their  own  experience,  fledgling 
clowns  chuckled  their  way  to  a  new 
appreciation  of  God’s  good  humor  and 
of  themselves  during  a  workshop  at 
Sharon  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Connecticut  last  month. 

“Sometimes  I  get  stuffy,  and  then 
when  I  try  to  be  funny  I  stumble  over 
the  punch  line,”  said  the  Rev.  Howard 
Philip  West  Jr.  “I  find  clowning 


delightful  because  it  helps  me  see  that 
God  loves  even  the  ridiculous  parts  of 
me.” 

Former  circus  clown,  Margie 
Brown,  led  the  workshop  and  Sunday 
worship  where  response  ranged  from 
laughter  to  tears  to  her  Bible  story 
impersonations.  There  were  some 
negative  reactions  to  the  idea  of  a 
clown  in  church  as  well  reported  the 
conference  newspaper. 


Robin  Farrar,  above,  Margie  Brown,  bottom  left,  and  Phil  West,  bottom  right, 
don  clown  faces  for  a  special  ministry  at  Sharon  United  Methodist  Church  in 


People  in  the  news . . . 


Bishop  hosts  radio  show 


targeted  for 6 night  people ’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

HOUSTON  —  “Anybody  who’s  up”  at 
30  rpinutes  f$8st  midnight  —  whether 
insomniacs,  travelers  or  people  here  who 
work  at  night  —  now  has  a  religious  radio 
program  just  for  them  on  Sunday  night. 

“Good  News  for  the  Morning”  went  on 
the  air  March  1  on  KLEF  94.5  FM  in  the 
first  step  of  an  outreach  effort  to  an 
audience  the  church  generally  misses. 

The  show’s  host,  Robert  E.  Goodrich 
Jr.,  bishop-in-residence  at  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  said  “as  far  as 
we  know,  nobody  is  trying  to  reach 
people  who  work  at  night  or  people  who 
just  can’t  sleep.”  The  program  may  open 
up  the  possibility  of  having  a  “night 
minister,”  worship  or  study  groups. 

A  radio  man  who  goes  way  back  —  “I 
started  out  in  radio  before  I  went  into  the 
ministry”  —  Bishop  Goodrich  said  he  has 
never  lost  the  feeling  that  “radio  is  more 
personal”  (than television). 

“You  can  really  speak  to  individuals 
wherever  they  happen  to  be  listening. 
Radio  listeners  are  usually  alone;  you 
don’t  listen  to  radio  in  groups.  That’s  a 
real  opportunity .  ” 

After  two  shows,  it’s  still  “too  early  to 
tell”  what  the  response  to  the  show  will 
be,  both  the  radio  station  and  church 
officials  said.  Earlier  church  research 
estimates  that  there  might  be  at  least 
20,000  night  workers  may  be  too  low,  they 
said  last  week. 


The  program  is  a  13-week  experiment 
for  both  St.  Luke’s  UMC  and  KLEF,  the 
only  classical  music  station  in  the 
Houston  market. 

“It’s  a  first  for  both  of  us,”  said  Phil 
Stewart,  senior  account  executive  at 
KLEF.  “We  know  we  have  an  audience 
for  religious  music,  but  we’ve  never  tried 
a  sermon-type  program  before.  And, 
we’ve  never  tried  something  like  this 
after  midnight.  We’re  very  excited  about 
it.” 

The  program  opens  with  the  piano 
playing  a  familiar  hymn  such  as 
“Amazing  Grace”  and  then  Bishop 
Goodrich  leads  in  ...  “I  wonder  if  you 
remember  the  hymn  you  hear  in  the 
background.  Bob  Bennett  will  sing  it  now 
.  .  .  almost  all  of  us  love  music  but  one 
hundred  percent  of  us  love  stories  ...” 

He  then  leads  into  a  message 
developed  by  the  Rev.  Walter 
Underwood  —  St.  Luke’s  Senior  Minister 
—  on  the  parables  of  Jesus.  Copies  of  the. 
sermon  and  “a  cross  for  your  pocket  or 
purse”  are  offered  free  to  anyone  who 
writes  to  the  church,  and  a  comment  by 
the  bishop  concludes  the  30-minute 
program. 

Dr.  Underwood  said  in  his  church 
newspaper  that  “we  do  not  actually  know 
if  a  significant  number  can  be  reached  in 
this  way.  We  believe  it  is  necessary  to  try 
and  we  are  willing  to  risk  failure  in  the 
effort.  If  we  do  not  succeed  we  will  try 
something  else.” 


Save  $50.00 

for  a  limited  time  only* 
Overhead  Projector  Special 
A  $469.90  value  for  $419.90! 

Everything  your  church  needs  for  visual  teaching 
in  the  classroom,  including: 

•  G.T.L.  3000  Overhead  Projector  of  all-metal  construction 
with  a  long-life  lamp  for  images  in  an  undarkened  room. 

Automatic  cooling  and  shut-off. 

•  All  necessary  projector  accessories:  clear  and  colored 
acetate  sheets,  roll  holder  attachment,  reusable  film,  grid  guide 
sheet.  8  color  markers,  and  more. 

s  Overhead  Projector  Table  with  shelves  and  a  drawer  to 
keep  everything  you  need  handy.  Made  of  heavy  steel  with 
walnut-grain  vinyl  top  and  rolls  on  casters. 

s  All  6  sets  of  Abingdon  Bible  Map  Transparencies, 

easily  enlarged,  including  3  historical  views  of  Palestine  and 
Lands  of  the  Bible-Old  Testament.  Lands  of  the  Bible-New 
Testament,  and  Jerusalem-Old  and  New  Testaments. 

*Offer  expires  May  15,  1981. 

Prices  subject  to  change  Transportation  and  sales  tax.  if  applicable,  extra 

Order  from  the  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center  serving  your  area,  or 
from  your  local  Cokesbury  Bookstore 
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‘Roundtable’  president  denies  all 

Claims  pledges  to  correct  errors  never  were  made 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  —  Three  weeks 
after  telling  TM/UMR  he  would  correct 
information  in  his  nationwide 
fundraising  campaign  directed  against 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC), 
the  president  of  Religious  Roundtable 
now  denies  ever  having  made  that  pledge. 

The  Roundtable,  one  of  the  “New 
Religious  Right”  organizations, 
continues  to  send  literature  attacking  a 
non-existent  “feminist  Bible,”  despite 
President  Edward  E.  McAteer’s  acknowl¬ 
edgement  last  month  that  the  literature 
contains  some  errors  of  fact. 

“I  don’t  care  what  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  (NCC)  says  or  the  minutes 
(of  a  fall  NCC  meeting)  show,”  he  told 
TM/UMR  recently,  “we  know  what  they 
really  are  trying  to  do.” 

The  Roundtable  claims  the  NCC  is 
“tampering”  with  the  Bible  to  appease 
“radical  feminists”  and  is  changing 
what  the  Bible  says  about  the  family  and 
sexual  roles.  The  result,  it  says,  could 
be  the  breakdown  of  society. 

Pledges  made  last  month 

Confronted  in  February  with 
information  showing  the  NCC  is  not 
preparing  a  new  Bible  but  only  an 
experimental  lectionary  (selected 
passages  for  use  in  worship)  using 
“sexually  inclusive  language,”  Mr. 
McAteer  made  two  pledges  (see 
TM/UMR,  Feb.  27): 

•  He  said  he  intended  to  meet  with 
NCC  officials  so  he  could  be  certain  of 
current  facts.  He  said  he  was  convinced 
his  direct-mail  material  contained  some 
information  that  had  been  made  inac¬ 
curate  by  NCC  actions  last  fall,  although 
he  felt  the  gist  of  the  material  still 
was  valid. 

•  Mr.  McAteer  said  he  would  correct 
the  campaign  letters  and  probably  would 
send  an  explanation  by  March  1  to  the 
200,000  households  that  had  already 
received  the  erroneous  literature. 

Late  last  week,  he  denied  ever  having 
admitted  to  any  errors.  He  said  his 
promise  of  a  correction  letter  was  only 
if  somebody  could  prove  him  wrong  to  his 
satisfaction. 

He  also  said  he’s  changed  his  mind 
about  meeting  with  NCC  officials. 

He  said  he  has  been  pressed  by  many 
of  the  nation’s  news  media  since 
TM/UMR  ran  a  strongly  worded 
editorial  on  Feb.  20  and  a  follow-up  story 
the  next  week.  He  responded  to  requests 
for  more  information  by  releasing  a 
three-page  press  release  last  week  which 
states  his  commitment  to  fighting  the 
NCC  and  broadens  the  attack  to  include 
TM/UMR’s  editor: 

“The  hysterical  charges  of  Spurgeon 
Punnam  III  that  I  lied  and  falsely  stated 
the  case  against  the  evil  scheme  of  the 
NCC  to  change  the  Word  of  God  were 
only  a  smokescreen  to  veil  the  Council’s 
shameful  deeds.”  (See  story  on  Page  2 
containing  Mr.  Dunnam’s  response.) 

Although  Mr.  McAteer  earlier  said  his 
usual  style  is  to  deal  with  disputes  face- 
to-face  with  adversaries,  he  now  says  he 
sees  no  need  to  meet  with  NCC  officials  to 
find  out  if  the  charges  of  inaccuracy  are  valid. 

“It’s  not  my  priority  right  now,”  he 
said.  “I’m  busy  setting  up  state  chapters 


...  I’m  not  eager  to  meet  the  NCC  ...  I 
met  with  (TM/UMR’s  editorial  staff) 
and  I  got  clobbered.  So  what  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  meeting  with  the  NCC?” 

After  TM/UMR  ran  its  editorial,  Mr. 
McAteer  met  with  the  newspaper’s  staff 
in  Dallas  on  Feb.  18.  He  acknowledged 
factual  errors  in  his  materials  then  and 
made  his  pledges  to  correct  them  by 
telephone  two  days  later. 

Last  week,  the  Rev.  Edward  Rowe,  the 
Roundtable’s  executive  director,  said  his 
organization  has  contacted  the  NCC  once 
—  early  in  November.  He  said  he 
telephoned  and  asked  for  minutes  of  the 
fall  meeting. 

Mr.  Rowe  said  he  never  received 
anything.  His  November  effort  fulfills 
the  Roundtable’s  moral  responsibility 
to  check  things  out  with  the  NCC,  he  said. 

“We  don’t  feel  a  lot  of  obligation  to  run 
them  (documents  from  the  meeting) 
down,”  he  said. 

NCC  spokesman  David  Osborne  said 
he  is  unaware  of  any  request  for 
documents  but  that  all  material  from  the 
November  meeting  is  a  matter  of  public 
record  and  is  available  to  the 
Roundtable.  He  said  the  NCC  staff  was 
pleased  to  read  of  Mr.  McAteer’s  plans  to 
contact  it  and  had  been  awaiting  his  call. 

Mr.  Rowe  said  he  would  have  difficulty 
trusting  any  documents  even  if  the  NCC 
did  send  them:  “People  who  would 
tamper  with  the  Word  of  God  would 
tamper  with  minutes.” 

The  NCC’s  official  action  last 
November  did  not  involve  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible,  to  which 
the  NCC  holds  copyright. 

The  NCC  officially  tabled  indefinitely 
the  idea  of  providing  an  inclusive 
language  Bible  separate  from  the  RSV.  It 
also  established  a  task  force  to  create  an 
experimental  inclusive-language 
lectionary  to  be  offered  as  an  alternative 
for  pastors  who  desire  to  use  it  in  1983, 
1984  and  1985. 

After  that,  the  NCC  will  ask  member 
denominations  to  evaluate  the  experimental 
lectionary  and  to  express  their  feelings 
about  whether  the  project  should  be  expand¬ 
ed  to  include  the  whole  Bible. 

Points  of  disagreement 

Here  are  some  major  points  of  the 
NCC’s  disagreement  with  the 
Roundtable’s  mailings : 

•  A  slick  pamphlet,  which  Mr. 
McAteer  says  many  pastors  are  ordering 
in  bulk  for  their  congregations,  contains 
four  excerpts  on  the  second  page.  They 
are  said  to  be  proposals  being  considered 
by  the  NCC’s  task  force  charged  with  re¬ 
writing  the  Bible. 

In  actuality,  the  excerpts  are  from  a 
preliminary  committee  report  a  year 
ago,  and  some  never  reached  the 
governing  body  of  the  NCC’s  education 
division  for  consideration  last  fall,  according 
to- the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers.  She 
is  a  United  Methodist  who  has  worked 
closely  with  the  NCC  on  this  issue. 

The  key  excerpt  for  the  Roundtable  — 
and  one  which  was  not  recommended  to 
the  governing  body  in  the  fall  —  states 
that  Jesus  Christ  should  be  referred 
to  as  the  “Child  of  God”  rather  than 
the  “Son  of  God”  and  that  alternate 
renderings  of  “Son  of  Man”  should  be 
explored.  The  Roundtable  used  that  as  a 


basis  for  several  claims  and  the  bold 
heading  on  the  fundraising  letter  — 
“Stop  the  Liberals  from  Removing  the 
Words  'Son  of  God’  from  the  Bible.” 

The  problem  with  that,  said  Ms. 
Powers,  is  that  the  NCC  governing 
board’s  instructions  to  the  lectionary 
task  force  do  not  include  anything  about 
“Son  of  God”  language. 

So  why  is  the  quote  staying  in  the 
Roundtable  literature?  Mr.  McAteer 
explained  that  it  is  obvious  that  some 
people  somewhere  within  the  NCC  are  in 
favor  of  the  idea  expressed  in  that  quote, 
and  “how  do  you  differentiate  between 
the  NCC  and  its  representatives?”  He 
said  the  Roundtable  feels  "absolutely 
comfortable"  attacking  the  NCC  for 
something  any  member  or  committee 
has  advocated  even  though  the  NCC’s 
governing  board  rejected  it. 

•  The  pamphlet  and  letter  contain 
many  Bible  verses  which  are  labeled  as 
"the  feminist  version.”  Sometimes  they 
are  identified  as  the  type  of  wording  the 
NCC  is  considering.  Other  times  they  are 
used  in  a  way  that  would  suggest  they  are 
a  part  of  something  the  NCC  already  has 
written. 

Mr.  Rowe  said  the  verses  came  from  a 
story  in  U.S.  News  and  World  Report. 
Ms.  Powers  said  that  since  the  NCC’s 
lectionary  task  force  hasn’t  even  been 
appointed,  the  verses  couldn’t  possibly 
have  come  from  any  NCC-approved 
paraphrase.  She  added  that  it  appears 
the  cited  verses  are  from  a  paraphrase 
printed  by  the  Seattle  Coalition  on 
Women  and  Religion. 

•  Mr.  McAteer’s  fundraising  letter 
uses  the  present  tense  which  suggests 
that  a  whole  new  Bible  translation  _ 


already  has  been  finished  or  at  least 
started:  “This  anti-christian  translation 
ignores  God  as  our  heavenly  father.  It 
also  ignores  the  father  as  the  head  of  the 
family.”  Such  wording  also  inaccurately 
presupposes  what  the  not-yet-appointed 
task  force  is  going  to  write,  the  NCC 
complains. 

Mr.  McAteer  acknowledged  that  he 
can’t  predict  what  the  task  force  will 
write  and  that  it  is  possible  the 
paraphrase  could  be  such  that  even  he 
wouldn’t  have  a  problem  with  it.  But  he 
and  Mr.  Rowe  said  the  history  of  the  NCC 
and  the  undercurrents  of  thought  there 
are  such  that  they  feel  they  ultimately 
will  be  proven  correct  in  assuming  the 
NCC  will  bow  to  the  wishes  of  “radical 
feminists  and  other  anti-God  groups,” 
and  appease  them  with  their  kind  of 
Bible,  including  a  re-writing  of  the 
Revised  Standard  Version. 

They  also  point  out  that  they  use  the 
words  “is  considering”  several  times  in 
their  literature  so  it  should  be  obvious 
that  the  NCC  hasn’t  finished  rewriting 
the  Bible. 

Mr.  McAteer  said  again  last  week  that 
if  he  can  be  proven  to  be  in  error  he  will 
correct  any  mistakes. 

Mr.  Rowe  said  the  fund-raising 
literature  probably  will  be  partially 
rewritten  some  as  a  matter  of  course  at 
the  end  of  the  current  test-mailing.  He 
said  the  Roundtable  soon  will  be  deciding 
about  bringing  the  campaign  into  the 
homes  of  millions. 

“We  want  to  be  very  careful  about 
future  mailing  and  not  act  on  hearsay,” 
he  said.  “We  didn’t  act  on  hearsay  in  the 
test-mailing.  We  were  using 
documents.” 


UM  wants  out  of  campaign 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

MASSILON,  Ohio  -  The  only 
United  Methodist  whose  name  is  on 
Religious  Roundtable  literature  said 
last  week  that  he  will  ask  to  have  his 
name  removed. 

“I’m  not  interested  in  being  a  part 
of  an  organization  that  every  few 
months  comes  up  with  an  issue  .  .  . 
and  I  don’t  even  know  about  it,”  said 
the  Rev.  Herb  Bowdoin,  who  is 
conducting  an  interdenominational, 
evangelistic  crusade  here. 

The  Orlando,  Fla.,  evangelist 
hastened  to  say  that  he  probably 
agrees  with  Roundtable  President 
Edward  E.  McAteer's  opinions  about 
using  “sexually  inclusive  language” 
in  paraphrasing  the  Bible.  But  the 
Roundtable  campaign  against  it  just 
isn’t  his  style,  Mr.  Bowdoin  said. 

"I  believe  in  being  a  positive 
element,”  said  Mr.  Bowdoin  who’s 
president  of  the  National  Association 
of  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  Mr. 
McAteer  asked  him  to  join  his 
“Council  of  56”  because  he  wanted  a 
United  Methodist  name,  Mr.  Bowdoin 
said. 

“The  idea  explained  to  me  was  that 
it  would  be  for  education  for  thd 
people  to  understand  government .  .  . 
But  when  I  agreed  for  my  name  to  be 
put  on  this,  I  didn't  plan  to  be  witch- 


hunting.” 

Mr.  Bowdoin  said  he  would  be  '  very 
disappointed”  to  find  that  the  original 
Roundtable  letters  against  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  still 
were  being  distributed . 

"I  don’t  care  if  you’re  fighting  the 
devil,  you’ve  got  to  fight  with  the 
truth,”  he  said.  “I’ve  asked  for  the 
(fund-raising)  letter,  but  I  still 
haven't  seen  it.  I  don’t  want  to  be  a 
party  to  anything  that  is  dishonest.” 

Mr.  Bowdoin  added  that  he  doesn’t 
see  the  NCC  as  the  devil  even  though 
he  often  has  disagreed  with  it:  “It  has 
a  lot  of  fine  and  evangelical  people 
working  for  it.” 

Last  Friday,  the  NCC  issued  a 
statement  in  response  to  the 
Roundtable  attacks:  “The  NCC  does 
not  expect  the  Religious  Roundtable 
or  aj}jr  other  group  to  always  agree 
with  all  of  the  actions  of  the  units  of 
the  council,  but  we  do  believe  that 
disagreement  must  be  based  on  ac¬ 
curate  facts  rather  than  distortions." 
The  release  listed  seven  distortions 
(see  related  story  on  this  page ) . 

It  claimed  that  the  NCC  has  a  strong 
track  record  in  faithfully  handling  the 
Bible,  pointing  out  that  its  Revised 
Standard  Version  is  the  only  English 
Bible  accepted  by  Protestant. 
Catholic  and  Orthodox  churches. 


Church  prodded  to  help  grim  urban  areas 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Speakers  brought 
warnings  of  unrest,  increased  poverty 
and  violence  in  their  grim  predictions  for 
urban  America  during  the  National 
Conference  on  the  Church  and  City  here 
last  week. 

Mention  of  the  murders  of  black 
children  in  Atlanta  appeared  in  the 
speakers’  presentations  as  often  as  the 
green  ribbons  on  the  lapels  of 
participants  here  at  Riverside  Church, 
worn  to  express  solidarity  with  the 
frightened  and  grieving  black 
community  of  that  Georgia  city. 

Dorothy  Height  of  the  National  Council 
of  Negro  Women  related  to  the  some  500 
participants  how  hurt  the  mothers  of 
Atlanta  victims  were  that  their  offspring 
had  been  described  as  “street  children.  ” 

“When  the  middle-class  children  ride 
their  bicycles  out  to  throw  newspapers, 
they  are  called  industrious,  but  when  the 
black  children  go  into  the  shopping 
centers  to  try  to  carry  packages  to  make 
some  money,  they  are  called  hustlers,” 
Mrs.  Height,  who  is  a  United  Methodist, 
said. 

Such  distinctions  are  examples  of 
underlying  attitudes  Americans  hold 
about  ethnic  minority  and  poor  people, 
she  suggested.  She  also  broadened  the 
concept  of  violence  to  embrace  other 
areas  defined  as  urban  problems  in 
seminars  during  the  three-day  meeting. 

"When  people  say  ‘violence,’  they 
think  of  guns,  but  we  must  also  think  of 
violence  in  the  lives  of  people  as  hunger, 
poor  housing,  a  lack  of  a  good 
education,”  she  said.  “Always  there  is 
the  question,  when  are  we  ready  to  deal 
with  this  kind  of  violence  in  the  lives  of 
people?  Only  when  we  give  equity, 
equality  and  justice.” 

In  every  session  during  the  first  two 
days  of  the  conference,  at  least  one  of  the 
speakers  outlined  how  they  felt  that  the 
proposed  Reagan  administration  budget 
cuts  and  emphasis  on  military  spending 
worked  against  providing  justice  for 
children  and  persons  who  are  poor,  old  or 
sick. 

U.  S.  Rep.  Shirley  Chisholm  (D-NY) 
warned  that  the  greatest  danger  really 
came  from  the  “religious  fundamental¬ 
ists,  the  representatives  of  the  immoral 
minority.” 

The  United  Methodist  Congresswoman 


urged  churches  with  a  tradition  of 
championing  human  rights  to  prepare 
themselves  to  fight  proposed  federal 
funding  cuts. 

“I  believe  churches  like  Riverside 
must  not  permit  an  ‘Ayatollahization’  of 
America.  You  must  now  prove  that 
religion  can  be  rational,  that  daily  living 
is  more  important  than  Sunday  morning 
dictates,”  she  said. 

A  conference  participant,  speaking 
from  the  audience  at  a  later  Saturday 
morning  session,  commented  on  the  dark 
picture  being  drawn  by  the  speakers. 

“Maybe  we  are  feeling  a  sense  of  guilt 
because  we  didn’t  speak  out  against 
Ronald  Reagan’s”  stated  programs  prior 
to  his  election,  he  said.  He  suggested  that 
churches  should  “use  their  kitchens 
again”  to  feed  those  affected  by  food 
program  cutbacks. 


"There  is  a  new  interest  across  the 
church  —  in  ours  and  other  denomi¬ 
nations  —  that  the  church  has  to  take 
the  urban  situation  seriously,”  said 
the  Rev.  Kim  Jefferson,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Office  of  Urban  Min¬ 
istries  of  the  UM  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  National  Division. 

“I  think  the  church  can  more  creative¬ 
ly  use  its  resources  and  buildings,”  the 
Rev.  Paul  E.  Shrading,  director  of  the 
UMC  Union,  the  missionary  society  of 
two  districts  in  Pittsburgh. 

The  denomination,  however,  can  fill 
only  a  small  proportion  of  the  needs 
created  by  such  massive  cuts  in  federal 
aid,  he  said. 

The  conference  approved  one 
resolution  at  its  final  session.  This  was  in 
response  to  demands  made  by  a  group 
describing  itself  as  "leaders  in  the  New 


York  Hispanic  community”;  the  con¬ 
ference  participants  Saturday  ap¬ 
proved  a  resolution  acknowledging 
“the  lack  of  substantial  involvement  by 
the  Hispanic  religious  community”  in  the 
national  meeting.  Complaints  lodged  by 
the  Hispanics,  two  of  them  United 
Methodists,  also  were  directed  at 
mainline  Protestant  denominations  for 
their  exclusion  of  Hispanics. 

The  measure,  approved  at  the 
conference’s  final  session,  also  pledged 
the  collection  from  the  Friday  night 
worship  service  to  meet  the  group’s 
second  demand,  to  support  a  national 
meeting  for  Hispanics  from  the 
denominations  represented  at  the 
Riverside  conference  to  examine  the  role 
in  church  life  which  Hispanics  say  they 
want  to  play. 


Bishops  will  lead  Bible  study  emphasis 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  The  bishops  of  United 
Methodism  are  poised  for  a  Bible-study 
push  unmatched  in  recent  history, 
according  to  Bishop  Joel  McDavid  who  is 
based  here. 

Included  in  the  effort  to  wipe  out 
United  Methodists’  "biblical  illiteracy” 
will  be  many  bishops  assuming  the 
teacher’s  role  and  personally  training 
the  people  in  their  conferences  to  teach 
two  new  Bible  studies  in  local  churches. 

The  studies,  sponsored  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  have  just  been  released.  One 
—  “Books  of  the  Bible”  —  provides  a 
brief  synopsis  of  nearly  every  chapter  of 
the  Bible  which  can  be  completed  in  six 
months.  The  other,  "Genesis  to 
Revelation  Series,”  is  a  chronological, 
in-depth  study  that  takes  six  years  to 
complete. 

The  bishops  are  expected  to  introduce 
the  studies  at  each  annual  conference 
session  this  spring  and  encourage 
members  to  start  classes  in  their  own 
churches,  said  Bishop  McDavid  who 
heads  the  bishops’  committee  to  promote 
the  studies. 

And  they’ll  be  checking  to  see  how 
widely  the  studies  are  being  utilized  this 
fall,  the  bishop  said.  Bishops  are  being 
asked  to  require  their  district  super¬ 
intendents  to  take  a  block  of  time  at  each 


charge  conference  to  emphasize  the 
studies  and  to  inquire  about  how  well  the 
church  is  doing  in  involving  its  members 
in  them. 

“We  think  this  is  the  hour  for  it,”  said 
Bishop  McDavid  who  noted  that  many 
political  and  religious  groups  today  are 
using  a  “strong  emphasis  on  a  kind  of 
fundamentalism  .  .  .  literalism”  to  show 
that  the  Bible  supports  their  efforts. 

United  Methodists  need  to  be  equipped 
with  their  own  knowledge  of  the  Bible  so 
they  can  deal  with  such  claims,  the 
bishop  said.  But  UMs  tend  not  to  know 
what  or  why  they  believe,  he  added. 

“They  need  a  study  that  has  historic 
perspective  and  speaks  to  the  needs  of 
our  day.  These  studies  will  teach  the 
content  of  the  Bible,  what  it  means  for 
our  day  and  the  basic  foundations  for  our 
theological  beliefs  .  .  .  Interpretation  of 
the  Bible  based  on  sound  scholarship  will 
have  real  appeal.” 

A  Gallup  Poll  commissioned  by  the 
Christianity  Today  magazine  found  that 
United  Methodists  read  the  Bible  as 
seldom  as  the  public  in  general.  More 
than  60  percent  of  UMs  interviewed  said 
they  don’t  open  the  Bible  on  their  own 
even  once  a  month. 

Bishop  McDavid  said  he  feels  confident 
all  the  bishops  intend  to  exert  leadership 
to  alter  this  situation. 

“They’ll  make  it  happen,"  he  said. 


“The  enthusiasm  is  there.”  He  said  some 
bishops  have  told  him  that  no  other 
project  in  recent  years  has  stirred  such 
excitement. 

The  short  “Books  of  the  Bible”  is 
especially  basic  in  language  and  design. 
“We  tried  to  make  it  usable  to  all  who 
have  graduated  from  high  school,”  the 
bishop  said.  “We  hope  the  classes  can  be 
started  as  soon  as  possible.” 

That  study  relies  heavily  on  a  15- 
minute  taped  lecture  for  each  lesson  and 
a  workbook  which  is  supposed  to  help 
people  remember  the  basic  facts  of  the  Bible. 

Students  ot  the  "Genesis  to 
Revelations  Series”  will  be  confronted 
with  many  theological  views.  Dr.  Ewart 
Watts,  editor  of  church  school 
publications,  wrote  that  scholars  of 
various  theological  backgrounds  have 
written  the  material.  And  each  was 
asked  “not  to  show  intolerance  toward 
other  equally  loyal  theological  con¬ 
victions,”  he  stated. 

That  policy  reflects  the  respect  for 
pluralism  in  the  denomination  and  gives 
students  a  spectrum  of  scholarship  from 
which  to  form  their  own  opinions  and 
beliefs,  Dr.  Watts  said. 

The  first  book  of  this  study,  which  now 
is  available,  covers  all  of  Genesis  in  13 
weeks.  The  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  developed  the  studies. 
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Child  care  agencies  face  hard  times 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  For  the  first  time 
since  its  1910  founding,  David  and 
Margaret  Home  for  young  women 
with  severe  emotional  problems  has 
had  to  add  a  professional  fund-raiser 
to  its  staff. 

The  home  is  only  one  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  child  care  agencies 
which  have  come  to  rely  heavily  on 
public  funds  and  which  now  face  an 
uncertain  economic  future. 


Some  feel  more  secure 

Some  of  their  counterparts  which 
continue  to  depend  heavily  on  church 
dollars,  however,  report  feeling  a 
little  more  secure. 

"The  demand  for  the  public  dollar 
has  gotten  so  severe  that  (govern¬ 
ment  programs)  are  not  funding  us  at 
the  level  required  to  keep  the 
program  going,"  explained  Henry 
Whitney,  director  of  David  and  Mar¬ 
garet,  which  gets  about  93  percent  of 
its  budget  from  state  and  federal 
sources.  United  Methodists  provide 


about  two  percent  of  the  budget . 

Mr.  Whitney  reported  that  other 
non-profit  and  church-related 
agencies  providing  services  to 
children  and  young  people  face 
similar  economic  uncertainty. 

In  marked  contrast  to  this  are  some 
denomination-related  agencies  like 
the  United  Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  which  re¬ 
ceives  only  about  three  to  four  percent 
of  its  funding  from  public  sources. 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Morrow  Jr.,  director 
of  the  Jackson  home,  credits  its  close¬ 
ness  to  the  two  UM  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  Mississippi  with  the  good 
economic  condition  of  his  agency. 
Offerings  of  $1  million  were  given  for 
the  home’s  budget  last  year. 

A  feeling  of  “belonging”  to  a  local 
church  or  annual  conference  trans¬ 
lates  into  generous  giving,  said 
Bertha  Swindall,  who  heads  the 
children  and  youth  section  of-  health 
ministries  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"If  support  is  abstract,  it  is  less 
meaningful,”  she  told  TM/UMR. 
“Back  when  you  had  a  local  church 


supporting  an  orphanage,  and  the 
members  of  the  church  could  visit  and 
pat  little  David  on  the  head,  they 
wouldn’t  let  it  fail.” 

Agencies  like  David  and  Margaret 
as  well  as  other  church-related 
programs  have  shifted  from  private 
to  public  funding  during  recent  years. 

Mr.  Whitney  and  others  related  to 
such  private  agencies  said  that  as 
they  proved  their  effectiveness,  fed¬ 
eral  programs  made  money  available 
to  them  if  they  expanded  their 
services  to  meet  recognized  commun¬ 
ity  needs. 

“Now,  church  members  think  our 
program  is  no  longer  the  business  of 
the  church,”  Mr.  Whitney  said.  And, 
while  he  believes  the  public  sector 
should  fund  programs  like  his  because 
they  cost  less  and  are  more  effective 
than  their  government  counterparts, 
he  still  feels  the  church  has  a  stake  in 
providing  such  services. 

“Our  church-relatedness  is  an  im¬ 
portant  aspect  of  what  we’re  doing,” 
he  said  of  the  David  and  Margaret 
Home  which  was  originally  a  project 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 


Ms.  Swindall  warned,  however,  that 
the  church  dollar  can  be  expected  to 
continue  to  decrease  in  its  percentage 
share  of  such  agencies’  total  budgets. 

"They  have  expanded  beyond  the 
church  dollar,”  she  said.  "We  may 
have  to  say  that  we  must  have  the 
public  dollar  to  continue  to  exist.” 


Offsetting  losses 

Ways  do  exist  to  offset  decreases  in 
public  and  church  funding  and  in¬ 
creases  in  operation  costs,  said  the 
Rev.  Robert  Keene,  director  of  the 
Fred  Finch  Center  in  Oakland,  which 
serves  disturbed  young  people.  His 
center  receives  90  percent  of  its 
funding  from  the  public  sector  and 
only  one  percent  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  sources. 

"There  is  money  out  there  if  (the 
agencies)  can  find  the  right  people,” 
said  the  Rev.  John  A.  Murdock,  chief 
officer  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Min¬ 
istries  Division.  “Whether  there’s 
enough  out  there  to  fill  the  gap”  be¬ 
tween  escalating  costs  and  current 
funding,  remains  the  question. 


PITTSBURGH,  Pa.  —  John,  left,  and  Donnie,  right,  talk  to  their  counselor, 
Roxanne  Harris,  at  the  Bradley  Center  here,  a  ministry  for  troubled  boys  and  girls 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  12.  The  center  is  a  project  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference  United  Methodist  Women. 

Some  children’s  ministries  related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  face  economic 
uncertainty  today,  especially  those  which  rely  heavily  on  public  funds  (see  related 
story  on  this  page) .  western  Pennsylvania  conference  photo 


‘No  threat’ 
felt  in  Poland, 
say  students 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (IMNS)  -  Although 
their  friends  greeted  them  as  though  they 
had  just  “escaped  from  a  war  zone,”  the 
professor  who  led  seven  theology  stu¬ 
dents  during  an  ll-week  study  in  Poland, 
said  he  had  felt  "no  sense  of  imminent 
threat  of  invasion.” 

Dr.  James  Will  of  Garret-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  here  took  the 
group  for  study  in  Eastern  Europe  as 
part  of  a  developing  program  of  inter¬ 
national  education  among  United  Meth¬ 
odism's  schools  of  theology.  He  wrote  in 
the  Chicago  Sun  Times  about  the  trip 
which  ended  in  late  1980. 

Dr.  Will,  in  his  article,  wondered  wheth¬ 
er  headlines  about  an  invasion  of 
Poland  “attract  attention  and  sell  news¬ 
papers  because  too  many  Americans  still 
care  more  about  Cold  War,  superpower 
rivalries  than  how  to  support  the  social 
development  of  35  million  people?” 

For  11  weeks  the  students  lived  and 
studied  in  Warsaw  and  Lublin  and  visited 
other  cities  during  what  Dr.  Will  terms 
“some  of  the  most  exciting  developments 
in  recent  Polish  history.”  The  group  also 
spent  time  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

In  addition  to  becoming  personally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  students  and  others  in  Po¬ 
land,  the  group  experienced  at  close  range 
what  Dr.  Will  called  “the  dynamic  of  Po¬ 
land’s  development  (which)  arises  large¬ 
ly  from  the  national  patriotism  of  the 
Communist  Party  meeting  the  Catholic 
Church’s  prudent  use  of  its  social  power.” 
This  dynamic,  in  his  opinion,  is  dupli¬ 
cated  in  no  other  East  European  nation. 

,  Seeing  the  church  at  work  in  such  a  set¬ 
ting  provides  one  of  the  major  benefits 
for  the  students,  their  leader  said.  “The 
experience  had  the  concrete  benefit ...  of 
making  th,e  students  aware  of  the  vitality 
and  even  the  social  power  of  the  church 
in  Eastern  Europe,”  he  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  when  some  of 
them  “thought  the  church  was  com¬ 
promised  by  its  relations  with  the  state. 

"The  whole  relation  of  church  and 
culture  was  raised  and  clarified,”  Dr. 
Will  continued,  and  a  “new  perception  of 
church-state  relations  in  a  Marxist 
society”  was  gained,  along  with  “a  new 
perception  of  the  significance  of  the 
church  in  Eastern  Europe." 

Dr.  Will,  a  professor  of  systematic 
theology  at  Garrett-Evangelical,  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Peace  Institute  at  the  seminary. 
The  institute,  founded  in  1975,  provided 
the  impetus  for  the  semester’s  study. 


Sea  monitors  rap  policy  switch 


Wesley  speaks  today 


ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  (UMNS)  —  Charles  Wesley  (portrayed  by  the  Rev.  Don 
Adams,  Columbus,  Ga.)  speaks  to  a  gathering  of  North  American  Methodists  here  on 
the  site  of  Fort  Frederica  where  Charles  and  Brother  John  ministered  in  the  1730s. 
Charles,  in  long  robe  with  back  to  camera,  admonishes  the  current-day  Methodists  to 
be  evangelists  to  the  whole  world.  The  service  was  held  during  a  World  Evangelism 
Convocation  sponsored  by  the  Evangelism  Committee  of  the  world  Methodist  Council 
last  month.  umns  photo 

To  preserve  ethnic  diversity 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  U.S.  negotia¬ 
tors  to  the  upcoming  United  Nations  Law 
of  the  Sea  Conference  (LOS)  have  “had 
the  rug  pulled  out  from  under  their  feet” 
by  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Alexander  M. 
Haig,  according  to  a  United  Methodist 
group  that  has  been  closely  monitoring 
the  negotiations. 

U.S.  delegates  to  the  Conference  were 
instructed  not  to  let  the  U.N.  negotia¬ 
tions  end  at  this  session  “pending  a 
policy  review  by  the  U.S.  Government .  .  . 
of  the  serious  problems  raised  by  the 
draft  convention.” 

Delegates  had  hoped  to  complete  the 
text  of  the  treaty,  climaxing  seven  years 
of  intensive  bargaining,  at  the  tenth 
session  starting  March  9  and  ending  late 
in  April.  Signing  of  the  treaty  was  sched¬ 
uled  for  next  fall  in  Caracas. 

Spokespersons  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  LOS  Project  issued  a  statement  March 
5  terming  announcement  of  the  Haig  order 
“ill-considered  and  self-defeating.” 


Elliot  L.  Richardson,  former  chief 
American  negotiator,  told  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  last  October 
that  the  nearly  completed  treaty  is 
the  first  one  ever  negotiated  by  the  U.N.  to 
contain  a  dispute-settlement  mechanism. 
Some  160  countries  have  agreed  by 
consensus  to  98  percent  of  all  issues 
affecting  food,  energy,  minerals,  environ¬ 
mental  protection,  marine  research  and 
freedom  of  navigation,  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  LOS  Project  is  a 
joint  effort  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  United  Methodist  group’s  state¬ 
ment  said  "the  best  course  remains  to 
push  forward  with  negotiations  on  out¬ 
standing  questions.  A  clear  outline  of  the 
final  texts  would  increase  pressure  on 
the  U.S.  Government  not  to  unravel  an 
agreement  considered  acceptable  by 
many  U.S.  allies.” 

The  church  statement  acknowledged 


that  the  deep  seabed  mining  portion  “is 
the  major  focus  of  criticism  of  present 
treaty  texts.”  Yet  it  maintained  that  the 
alternatives  to  an  international  treaty 
governing  deep  seabed  mining  "are  not 
as  encouraging  as  one  might  be  led  to 
believe.” 

One  possibility  might  be  that  nations 
with  deep  seabed  mining  capabilities 
could  decide  to  develop  such  resources 
unilaterally.  "Yet  since  this  mining 
would  be  viewed  as  illegal  by  the 
majority  of  the  world’s  nations,  other, 
countries  might  try  to  take  the  ‘illegal’ 
miners  to  court,  attempt  to  seize 
company  assets  or  attach  shipments  of 
the  ‘illegally’  mined  minerals  in  various 
foreign  ports.” 

The  United  Methodists  believe  it  is  in 
the  U.S.  national  interest  to  create  “a 
stable  and  workable  international  legal 
regime  for  development  of  seabed  re¬ 
sources  beyond  national  jurisdiction.” 


UMC  must  recruit  minority  ministers 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMNS)  -  The 
recruitment  of  ethnic  and  racial  minority 
ministers,  particularly  local  church 
pastors,  will  determine  whether  or  not 
the  United  Methodist  Church  remains 
one  of  the  most  racially  diverse  Prot- 
estantdenominations  in  the  U.S. 

That  sentiment  was  expressed 
repeatedly  here  early  this  month  as 
church  leaders  from  all  major  ethnic 
minority  groups  gathered  to  develop 
strategies  for  enlistment.  Strengthening 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church  is  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  single  missional  priority 
for  the  1981-84  quadrennium. 

In  a  keynote  address,  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  of  Canton,  Ohio,  reminded  the 
140  participants  from  across  the  nation 
that  even  without  any  white  members  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  be  the 
seventh  largest  black  denomination,  the 
largest  Native  American  and  Asian- 
origin  denominations,  and  the  second 
largest  Spanish-speaking  church  in  the 
U.S. 

No  other  church  so  affected 

“No  church  body  in  the  United  States 
would  be  worse  off  if  we  fail  to  build  a 
strong  ethnic  minority  presence,”  he 
said.  “The  reasons  are  not  hard  to  find. 
From  the  beginnings  of  our  history,  this 
denomination  —  all  streams  of  it  —  has 
made  strong  commitments  to  the  cause 
of  total  human  liberation.  This  witness 
has  been  made  with  strength  —  however 


spottily  —  in  every  major  freedom  crisis 
that  this  nation  has  known.  With  commit¬ 
ments  like  that,  our  failures  —  of  which 
there  are  many  —  loom  like  mountains 
beside  the  hills  of  other  church  groups. 
But  our  achievements  also  loom  large.  ’  ’ 

As  a  “connectional”  church,  United 
Methodism  provides  for  the  annual  ap¬ 
pointment  of  pastors  by  bishops.  The 
issue  of  “open  itineracy,”  which  for 
ethnic  minorities  translates  into  cross- 
racial  appointments,  received  major  at¬ 
tention  during  the  Kansas  City  meeting. 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  in  a  rousing  address  which 
prompted  the  singing  of  “We  Shall  Over¬ 
come,"  said  open  itineracy  must  become 
a  reality  in  an  atmosphere  of  trust. 

“What  I’m  hearing  loud  and  clear  from 
youth  ethnic  seminarians  is  that  they  will 
either  be  in  it  (the  church)  on  a  basis  of 
equality  and  inclusiveness  or  they  will 
choose  to  be  out  of  it,”  he  said.  Barriers 
to  enlistment  listed  by  the  bishop 
included  lack  of  genuine  fellowship,  in¬ 
sufficient  motivation  in  local  churches 
and  unhealthy  images  of  the  pastor. 

When  it  comes  to  open  itineracy, 
Bishop  Thomas  acknowledged  the 
ambivalence  among  ethnic  minorities 
but  said,  “as  to  our  position  ...  the 
answer  must  be  clear  and  sharp.  We 
believe  and  will  support  open  itineracy. 
But  let  it  be  very  clear  that  if  we  do  not 
give  basic  leadership  in  the  development 


SEE  FOR  YOURSELF! 


GENESIS 


See  exactly  what  the  four  new  adult  resources  can  do  for  your 
church  school — with  The  Adult  Sampler. 

•  Each  study  meets  specific  needs  of  adults  who  want  to  learn 
more  about  the  Bible,  themselves,  their  responsibility  to 
society,  and  the  help  available  to  them  in  the  Scriptures. 

•'  The  Adult  Sampler  allows  you  to  look  at  these  new  resources 
free  if  returned  for  credit  within  45  days  of  the  date  you  order 
it.  Either  way,  you  can  keep  the  Intro  80's  Publicity  Packet. 

The  Sampler  contains: 

Faith  Meets  Life:  study  book  for  teacher  and  student 

Ages  and  Stages — Christian  Adulthood:  study  book  for  teacher 
and  student 

Genesis  to  Revelation  Series:  book  1  (Genesis)  for  teacher 
book  1  (Genesis)  for  student 

Books  of  the  Bible:  A  Survey  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments: 
student  book,  cassette  for  one  session,  descriptive  leaflet  which 
includes  one  session  from  leader’s  guide 

Use  Guide:  information  about  each  of  the  four  new  studies  plus 
hints  for  using  publicity  materials 

Intro  80’s  Publicity  Packet:  pamphlet  on  starting  new  classes, 
poster,  suggested  articles  for  church  newsletters,  repros  of  the  Intro 
80's  logo,  and  more 

Pick  up  your  Adult  Sampler  today  at  your  nearby  Cokesbury 
Bookstore  or  order  from  the  Regional  Service  Center  serving 
your  area. 

Sales  tax  if  applicable,  and  transportation  extra.  Prices  subject  to  change  P-3i*-UMR 


Cokesbury 


of  our  own  local  churches,  it  is  not  likely 
to  be  given.” 

Stressing  that  open  itineracy  is  the¬ 
ologically  sound,  the  Rev.  Woodie  White 
said,  “We  affirm  our  oneness  in  Christ. 
Those  of  us  who  have  answered  the  call 
to  the  ministry  as  vocation  will  be 
reminded  that  this  was  and  is  a  call  not 
limited  to  persons  of  a  particular  race, 
class  or  gender.” 

The  absence  of  open  itineracy  for 
ethnic  minority  clergy  has  meant  that 
many  pastors  have  remained  in  congre¬ 
gations  long  past  their  effectiveness, 
added  Dr.  White  who  heads  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Other  concerns  marked 

Along  with  open  itineracy,  ministry  by 
and  to  persons  whose  first  language  is 
not  English  was  a  major  concern. 
Bishops  were  asked  to  give  personal  sup¬ 
port  to  ethnic  minority  pastors,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  areas  where  such  pastors  are 
few  in  number.  Seminaries  were  urged  to 
help  students  understand  ministry  in  a 
variety  of  cultures  and  to  require  second 
language  skills.  In  areas  of  large  concen¬ 
trations  of  non-English  speaking  people, 
pastors  were  encouraged  to  learn  the  lan¬ 
guage.  Seminary  students  and  pastors 
were  encouraged  to  participate  in  intern¬ 
ships  of  ministerial  exchanges  with 
persons  in  other  cultures. 


April  5:  pray  for  Atlanta 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodists  have  been  called  to 
observe  Sunday,  April  5,  as  a  day  of 
prayer  to  share  “anguish”  over  the 
slayings  of  black  children  in  Atlanta 
and  the  Buffalo,  N.Y.  killings. 

The  bishops  of  four  Methodist 
denominations  deplored  the  nation’s 
“spreading  mood  of  violence”  as 
exemplified  in  Atlanta  and  Buffalo, 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  crime,  the 
increasing  arms  budget  and  the 
effects  of  proposed  budget  cut. 

In  Nashville  last  week,  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  also  called  on  UMs  to  pray  for 
the  murdered  children  and  their 
families  in  Atlanta. 

The  commission’s  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Woodie  White, 
said  “It  is  the  first  time  in  my 
memory  that  I  feel  the  health  of  the 
church  in  matters  of  race  is  in  better 
condition  than  our  nation.” 

During  their  second  joint  meeting  in 
Atlanta  last  week,  65  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  The 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church  —  developed 


plans  for  intentional  cooperation 
among  the  denominations  in  the 
coming  years. 

The  bishops  sent  messages  to  their 
own  church  members  calling  for  the 
April  5  observance,  urging  them  to 
oppose  U.S.  military  intervention  in 
El  Salvador  and  to  ask  for 
reconsideration  of  budgets  that 
adversely  affect  the  “poor  and 
disadvantaged.”  The  message  urges 
Methodists  to  be  “agents  of 
reconciliation”  and  to  show  "the 
power  of  non-violence.” 

Dr.  White  said  it  is  not  enough  to 
condemn  Ku  Klux  Klan  activity;  the 
church  must  do  something  positive 
and  offer  alternatives. 

Among  alternatives  he  suggested 
were:  interracial,  interfaith  dialogues 
initiated  by  local  churches; 
interracial,  interethnic  conferences, 
retreats,  seminars  and  workshops; 
greater  involvement  of  ethnic 
minority  youth  in  summer  camping 
programs;  local  church  examinations 
of  the  “racial  health”  of  their 
communities  and  congregations; 
interracial,  interethnic  district 
programs  and  summer  intern 
pastoral  exchanges. 


the  church  today 


25  years  of  clergy  rights 
for  UM  women  marked 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  delegate  to 
the  1956  General  Conference  of  the 
former  Methodist  Church  spoke  out 
against  the  possibility  of  granting  women 
“full  clergy  rights,”  warning  that  such  a 
step  might  even  lead  to  the  election  of  a 
woman  bishop! 

Despite  his  protest,  the  legislation 
passed  and  25  years  later  there  are  489 
clergywomen  in  “full  connection.”  And 
yes,  there  is  a  woman  bishop!  Bishop 
Marjorie  S.  Matthews  was  elected  last 
July  and  is  now  serving  in  Wisconsin. 

Noting  the  25th  anniversary  of  full 
clergy  rights  for  women,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  General  Secre¬ 
tary  F.  Thomas  Trotter  said,  “When  we 
contemplate  the  reality  that  substantial 
opportunity  for  women  in  ministry  is  a 
phenomenon  of  the  very  recent  past,  then 
we  must  admit  soberly  that  justice  has 
been  a  long  time  coming.” 

American  Christians  meet 
\  with  Shinto  priests 

NEW  YORK  —  Representatives  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  its 
member  denominations  met  in  late  Feb¬ 
ruary  with  16  Shinto  priests  from  Japan, 
the  first  time  an  official  delegation  from 
the  Shinto  International  Friendship  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  visited  American  Christian 
leaders. 

During  several  hours  of  discussion,  the 
religious  leaders  touched  on  such  issues 
as  separation  of  church  and  state,  crit¬ 
icism  of  government  policies  by  religious 


groups,  and  disarmament.  Before  1945, 
Shinto  was  the  state  religion  of  Japan, 
which  does  not  have  a  tradition  of 
church-state  separation. 

“The  discussion  on  church-state  rela¬ 
tions  was  very  critical  because  Japanese 
Christians  are  raising  these  issues  so 
sharply  themselves,”  explained  NCC  ex¬ 
ecutive  Robert  W.  Northup. 


Correction 

It  was  reported  in  the  March  13  issue  of 
TM/UMR  that  the  Good  News  board  of 
directors  in  January  had  announced  the 
“intention  to  form  a  second  .  .  .  mission 
board.” 

This  information  is  not  correct.  Good 
News  at  the  January  meeting,  agreed  to 
“ask  that  a  biblically  conservative, 
evangelical  board  of  missions  be 
approved  by  the  General  Conference  for 
full  missional  organization  and  activity.” 
TM/UMR  regrets  the  error. 
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GREAT  VERY  PERSONALLY  LED  TOl’RS 
( Experienced  World  Tour  Leader ) 

ROUND  THE  WORLD 

Depart  Aug.  3.  Stockholm,  Paris,  India  (Delhi, 
Agra,  Taj  Mahal,  etc.),  Thailand,  Hong  Kong. 
China  (Canton),  Taiwan,  Tokyo.  Interviews, 
entertainment,  sights. 

CHINA 

Dept  April  82.  Hong  Kong.  Peking.  Hangchow, 
Sian,  Kweilin.  Loyang,  Shanghai,  Canton, 
Nanking. 

SOUTH  PACIFIC 

Depart  Fall  '82  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Fiji, 
etc 

Brochures  Dr  Bob  Panzer,  641  Pomona  Ave., 
Coronado.  CA  92118  Phone  (714)  435-5691,  435-8747 
(evening) 


You  Are  Invited 


To  Join 

Jack  L.  Adams 
On  A 

Bible  Lands 
Peace  Tour 

June  15-26, 1981 
Israel  &  Egypt 


For  information: 

The  Rev,  Jack  L.  Adams 
Union  United  Methodist  Church 
3543  Watson  Road 
Saint  Louis.  Missouri  63138 
Telephone:  (314)  647-1228 or  752-8171 
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Ethnic  Minority  workshop 


Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches,  was  host 
for  the  Ethnic  Minority  Workshop  for 
Natchitoches  Area  Churches. 

Rev.  William  F.  Mayo,  Superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  along  with  the 
ethnic  minority  ministers  of  the  district, 
proposed  that  several  of  these  workshops 
be  held  as  an  outgrowth  of  the  Missional 
Priority  adopted  by  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

Two  conference  leaders  provided 
training  for  the  event;  Dr.  Samuel 
Walker,  Director  of  Special  Ministries, 
and  Mrs.  Pat  Hogan,  Director  of 
Christian  Education,  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC,  Alexandria.  Walker  developed  the 
roles  of  effective  ministerial  leaderships, 
the  Administrative  Board,  the  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee. 

Hogan  discussed  organizing  a  Church 
School,  teaching,  and  creative  ideas  for 
the  church  school. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of 
Newman  UMC,  served  as  District 
Coordinator  for  Worship. 

Participating  members  and  churches 
were:  St.  Paul,  Campti;  Emmanuel, 
Grand  Ecore;  and  Mt.  Zion,  and  their 
pastor,  Rev.  Alex  Johnson.  Also  in 
attendance  were  Williams,  St.  Mark, 
Asbury,  and  their  pastor,  Rev.  Charles 
Washington. 

Local  church  coordinators  for  the 
workshop  for  the  event  was  Mrs. 
Winderlean  S.  Lewis.  Those  who  assisted 
her  were  Rev.  Charles  Washington, 
Mesdames  Rose  Mary  Jones,  Odile 
Ward,  Daisy  Jones,  Vienna  Gay,  Shelby 
Graham  and  Judith  Hayes. 


New  youth 
Evangelism 
film  available 

“The  Spirit  Is  Moving”  is  a  color  and 
sound  16mm  film  intended  to  inspire  the 
witness  of  youth  in  local  churches  — 
youth  who  are  struggling  to  share  their 
faith  in  the  contemporary  world. 

Now  available  from  the  Conference 
Audio-Visual  Library,  the  film  highlights 
the  experiences  of  more  than  1,000  young 
persons  from  forty-seven  countries  who 
attended  the  first  International  Christian 
Youth  Conference  in  Truro,  England  in 
July,  1980.  Louisiana  was  represented  by 
ten  persons  at  the  Conference.  They  were 
from  Camphor  Memorial,  First  UMC,  St. 
Mark’s,  and  Wesley  UMCs,  all  of  the 
Baton  Rouge,  and  the  Mount  Zion  UMC  in 
New  Orleans. 

“The  Spirit  Is  Moving”  is  twenty-seven 
minutes  long  and  was  produced  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council’s  Evangelism 
Committee.  It  captures  a  part  of  the 
excitement  and  movement  of  diverse 
young  people  sharing  their  music, 
talking  about  their  struggles  and  their 
faith  and  experiencing  common  bond  in 
the  spirit  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  It 
brings  the  challenge  of  world  youth  to 
local  church  youth  meetings  and  entire 
church  congregations. 

To  schedule  this  film  for  your  church 
or  your  UMYF,  write  Mrs.  Irene 
Williams,  Post  Office  Box  3057,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70821. 


Shown  left  above,  Mrs.  Pat  Hogan  and  right,  above,  Dr.  Samuel  Walker, 
Sr.  These  were  leaders  for  a  series  of  workshops  in  Ethnic  Minority 
Churches  in  the  Alexandria  District. 


Evangelism  in  the  Ruston  Dist. 


Evangelism  in  the  Ruston  District  is 
not  new,  according  to  Rev.  James 
McLelland,  Work  area  Chairperson,  but 
recently  some  special  programs  and 
plans  have  been  executed  in  this 
important  area.  Part  of  the  impetus  for 
this  emphasis  was  certainly  the 
Resolution  on  Evangelism  presented  to 
the  1979  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  The  resolution  originated 
from  the  Ruston  District  Council  on 
Ministries.  Those  members  felt  the 
necessity  of  a  unified  and  comprehensive 
program  of  evangelism  and  church 
growth  for  the  conference,  aimed  toward 
implimenting  a  systematic,  coordinated 
and  thorough  approach  to  all  aspects  to 
evangelism  and  church  growth  within 
the  local  church,  McClelland  said. 

The  Ruston  District  has  sponsored  and 
participated  in  several  training  events  on 
evangelism  during  the  past  year.  Last 
fall,  the  District  Minister’s  Retreat  was 
led  by  Dr.  Ray  Sells  of  the  Evangelism 
Section  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  theme  was  “The 
Pastor  and  Church  Growth-Pitfalls  and 


Possibilities.” 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  was  the 
Keynote  Speaker  for  the  District 
Evangelism  Rally  held  at  Trinity  UMC, 
Ruston  last  September.  A  seminar  on 
Evangelism  and  the  Evangelist  for 
District  ministers  was  led  by  Rev.  O. 
Dean  Martin,  a  Florida  pastor.  Dr. 
Robert  Hudspeth,  a  certified  pastorial 
counselor,  led  a  three-day  workshop  at 
First  UMC,  Minden  in  February.  The 
workshop,  which  centered  on  perfecting 
skills  to  be  used  in  visitation,  was  entitled 
“Equipping  the  Laity  for  Ministry.” 

An  overnight  District  Ministers’ 
Retreat  on  Evangelism  was  held  in 
February,  with  the  theme,  “The  Evangel 
of  the  New  Covenant,  Church  Growth, 
and  Visitation  Evangelism.”  Rev.  Ron 
Crandell  of  the  Section  on  Evangelism  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  was 
the  leader.  The  ministers  decided  to 
make  use  of  the  Evangelism  Resource 
Kit,  “Finding  the  Way  Forward.”  The 
District  Council  on  Ministries  has 
purchased  the  Evangelistic  film  by  the 
same  title. 


Shown,  1.  r.,  are  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  Ruston  District  Superintendent, 
Rev.  Terral  Lowe,  Chairperson  of  the  Ruston  District  COM,  Dr.  Ron 
Crandell,  Board  of  Discipleship,  and  Rev.  James  McLelland,  Work  area 
Chairperson  of  Evangelism. 


Mrs.  Wesley  P.  Massey,  President  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  at 
Algiers  with  Mrs.  Marta  Sanfiel  and  Dr.  Juan  Sanfiel. 


Sanfiels  address 
Algiers  UMC 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Juan  Sanfiel,  of  the 
Spanish-Speaking  Ministry  in  New 
Orleans,  were  guest  speakers  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Algiers  United  Methodist 
Women.  Both  Sanfiels  are  ordained 
United  Methodist  pastors,  and  both  are 
Cuban  immigrants. 

The  Sanfiels  spoke  of  their  ministry 
which  offers  Sunday  morning  worship  in 
the  Chapel  of  First  UMC,  New  Orleans. 
Members  of  the  UMW  also  heard  that  the 
Spanish-Speaking  Ministry  includes  a 
UMW,  a  UMM,  a  weekly  Bible  study, 
monthly  Fellowship  luncheons,  Vacation 
Church  School,  counseling,  and 
translation  services  for  medical, 
educational,  and  legal  difficulties  faced 
by  new  arrivals  to  the  country. 

Sanfiel  was  a  teacher,  high  school 
principal,  pastor,  and  district 
superintendent  in  Cuba.  In  1971,  his  wife, 
Marta,  and  his  son,  Frank,  left  Cuba 
expecting  him  to  follow  within  three 
months.  Nine  years  later,  Sanfiel  finally 
arrived  in  this  country,  and  in  1979,  they 
began  their  ministry  to  Hispanics  in  the 
city. 

The  cost  of  their  ministry  is  $23,000  per 
year.  This  is  borne  by  Conference 
Advance  Specials  Giving. 

The  Sanfiels  are  currently  involved  in 
relocating  Cuban  refugees.  They  are  the 
coordinators  of  the  relocation  program, 
sponsored  by  the  Conference. 


Ministerial 
Pension  Plan 

The  March,  1981  issue  of  the 
Circuit  Rider  magazine  will  contain 
an  article  of  interest  to  all  clergy. 
This  article  will  be  the  first  of  two 
related  to  the  personal  investment 
option  features  of  the  new 
Ministerial  Pension  Plan  (MPP). 
The  article  will  provide  a 
description  of  the  investment 
options  available  through  MPP  and 
the  election  process  to  be  followed 
by  MPP  participants. 

You  are  urged  to  read  and  save 
this  article  for  future  reference.  If 
you  have  questions  related  to  the 
article,  you  may  contact  Rev.  Tracy 
Arnold,  chairperson  of  the 
conference  board  of  pensions. 


Date  change  for 
youth  leaders 

The  Adult  Youth  Leader  Survival 
Training  Weekend  has  been  changed  to 
May  22-24.  The  event  will  still  be  held  at 
Camp  Brewer. 

Training  adults  to  enable  youth  to  be 
“Peer  counselors”  will  be  the  focus  for 
the  event.  The  change  in  date  was 
necessary,  due  to  a  change  in  the 
schedule  of  the  event  leader.  Dr. 
Barbara  Varenhorst,  the  one  who 
developed  the  “Peer  counseling” 
concept.  The  event  was  originally  set  for 
April  3-5. 


Monroe  conference 
and  rally 

The  Sevier  Memorial  UMC  in  Ferriday 
was  host  for  the  Monroe  District 
Conference  and  Evangelistic  Rally  on 
Sunday,  March  8th.  Presiding  over  the 
business  portion  of  the  meeting  was  the 
Monroe  District  Superintendent,  Dr. 
Douglas  L.  McGuire.  Featured  at  the 
worship  service  were  the  Sevier 
Memorial  Church  Choir  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Brakenridge,  organist,  and  a 
male  quartet  composed  of  members  of 
the  McGuire  UMC  of  West  Monroe;  Dave 
Norris,  Malcolm  Bass,  Pierce  Ramsey 
and  Joe  Herbert,  with  Mrs.  Biddy  Norris 
on  the  piano. 

The  compacity  crowd  heard  a  sermon 
presented  by  the  Rev.  Tracy  R.  Arnold  of 
First  UMC,  Alexandria.  Mr.  Arnold’s 
topic  was  “Pass  It  On.”  Participating  in 
the  service,  in  recognition  of  his  coming 
retirement,  was  the  Rev.  Frank  M. 
Stage,  Jr.,  Rev.  Heaton  B.  Crammer, 
who  will  also  retire  at  the  Annual 
Conference,  was  unable  to  participate 
because  of  illness. 

Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis,  pastor  and 
members  of  the  Sevier  Memorial  UMC 
finished  refreshments  for  the  delegates 
and  visitors  in  attendance  and  provided 
for  the  conference. 
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[  Our  Sympathy  j 

Rev.  Willie  B.  Sweat,  Associate 
Member  and  pastor  of  Jones-Ma  11a lieu 
died  on  March  10th.  Rev.  Sweat  is 
survived  by  his  wife.  Ruby. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor,  retired  elder,  died 
on  March  19th.  He  survived  wife,  Bernice, 
by  only  4*6  months.  Dr.  Taylor’s  funeral 
was  held  in  Dallas,  Saturday,  March  21st. 


Of  Special  Interest 
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Dr.  Donald  Webb  explains  to  members  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
what  the  proposed  federal  budget  cuts  will  mean  to  Centenary  College  and  to 
Dillard  University. 


Federal  cutbacks 


affect  Centenary 
and  Dillard 


Proposed  federal  cutbacks  for  student 
loans  and  student  grants  could  mean  the 
loss  of  $200,000  for  Centenary  College. 

The  cutbacks  could  affect  200  students. 

This  was  the  news  Dr.  Donald  Webb, 
president  of  Centenary  College,  gave 
members  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education,  who  met  in  Centenary’s 
Board  Room  recently.  The  cutbacks  will 
also  severely  affect  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans. 

In  response  to  this  news,  the  Board 
acted  to  endorse  the  College’s  program 
of  establishing  new  scholarships  through 
the  churches  and  laity  of  the  conference. 
This  work  is  already  being  done  by  the 
Centenary  Church  Council,  but  now  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  has  joined  in 
the  effort  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of 
federal  loans  and  grants. 


Dr.  Webb  went  on  to  say  that  overall, 
this  action  is  necessary  for  a  healthy 
economy  and  presents  the  church  with  an 
opportunity  to  respond  with  substantial 
scholarship  aid. 

In  further  action,  the  Board  voted  to 
compile  a  mail-out  to  key  lay  people  in 
each  church  of  the  conference,  outlining 
the  problem  and  suggesting  ways  for 
response.  As  the  meeting  was  about  to 
close,  one  minister  spoke  up  and 
indicated  that  for  his  time  in  the 
conference,  he  has  never  felt  that  close  to 
Centenary,  but  now  he,  too,  is  ready  to 
begin  working  on  ways  for  the  college 
and  conference  to  build  stronger  ties. 

Brady  Forman,  chairperson,  closed 
the  meeting  which  was  excellent 
progress  made  in  response  to  a  new 
problem  for  church-related  colleges. 


Rev.  William  F.  Mayo,  Alexandria  District  Superintendent,  right, 
congratulates  Dave  Fortuna,  who  was  recommended  for  the  candidacy 
program,  by  action  of  the  Charge  Conference  of  First  UMC,  Natchitoches. 
Also  shown  are  Mrs.  Fortuna  and  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  pastor  of  the 
church.  Fortuna  will  be  attending  Candler  School  of  Theology  in  the  fall.  Mr 
Mayo  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  Annual  Ladies  Night  Banquet,  sponsored 
by  the  UMM. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  presided  over  services  at  Roanoke  UMC 
when  the  parsonage  was  dedicated  and  the  mortgage  note  burned.  Shown 
above,  1.  r.  are:  Cy  Bill  Tietje,  Lay  Leader;  Rev.  Homer  Bailes,  pastor;  Dr. 
Jack  Cooke,  Superintendent;  Bishop  Shamblin;  Vurney  Dupont, 
chairpersons  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  and  Orval  McMillian,  church 
treasurer. 

The  church  was  dedicated  in  1976;  and  at  the  same  time,  groundbreaking 
was  held  for  the  new  paVsonage.  Since  then  a  parking  lot,  bell  tower,  and  an 
illuminated  sign  has  been  purchased;  and  the  parsonage  has  been  paid  for. 
Rev.  Homer  Bailes  has  been  the  pastor  during  the  entire  building  program. 
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Here  I  Stand 
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Racial  tragedy  calls  Christian  to 
prayer,  introspection,  and  action 


The  unfolding  tragedy  of  nearly  two 
dozen  children  disappearing  and/or 
being  killed  in  Atlanta  during  recent 
months  has  captured  the  attention  and 
concern  of  people  across  our  nation. 

In  recent  weeks  numerous  suggestions 
of  “things  to  do’’  have  surfaced  — 
indicating  a  desire  on  the  part  of  people 
to  do  something  that  might  help  in 
resolving  this  situation,  or  at  least  show 
empathy  for  the  families  of  the  murder 
victims  and  the  citizens  of  Atlanta. 

United  Methodists  have  been  called  on 
by  various  general  boards,  agencies  and 
church  leaders  to  remember  Atlanta,  its 
citizens  and  particularly  the  families  of 
the  murder  victims  in  prayer.  The 
National  Council  of  Churches  has 
appealed  to  its  member  denominations, 
and  to  practitioners  of  other  religious 
faiths,  to  observe  a  day  of  prayer  this 
weekend. 

Recently  65  bishops  representing  four 
Methodist  denominations  —  including  40 
United  Methodist  bishops  —  issued  a  call 
for  Sunday,  April  5th,  to  be  observed  as  a 
day  of  prayer  to  share  “anguish’’  over 
the  slayings  of  black  children  in  Atlanta, 
as  well  as  the  killing  of  black  adults  in 
Buffalo,  New  York. 

This  appeal  from  our  bishops  also 
deplored  the  spreading  mood  of  violence 
in  our  nation  and  the  reemerging  promi¬ 
nence  of  racist  groups  such  as  the  Ku 
KluxKlan. 

Surely  every  Christian  has  already 
remembered  in  prayer  those  persons 
who  are  affected  by  the  terrible  and 
senseless  ordeal  that  has  engulfed  At¬ 
lanta.  We  believe  the  additional  obser¬ 
vance  of  a  special  day  of  prayer  is  an 
appropriate  way  of  seeking  God’s 
guidance,  and  of  expressing  human  soli¬ 
darity  with  the  people  of  Atlanta  and 
Buffalo.  It  also  will  provide  a  needed 
opportunity  for  individual  and  congre¬ 
gational  introspection  regarding  the 


causes  of  continuing  racial  tension  in  our 
society,  and  the  remedies  the  Christian 
faith  has  to  offer. 

We  believe,  as  some  have  suggested, 
that  Christian  commitment  requires  that 
we  also  move  beyond  prayer  and  intro¬ 
spection  to  action.  That  action  must  seek 
to  identify  and  deal  with  the  underlying 
causes  of  racial  tension  which  make 
organizations  like  the  Klan  appealing  to 
many  persons  in  our  communities. 

We  agree  with  the  concern  expressed 
by  Dr.  Woodie  White,  head  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  of  Religion  and 
Race,  that  Christian  action  must  involve 
more  than  opposition  to  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan.  We  delude  ourselves  if  we  believe 
that  even  the  total  elimination  of  the 
Klan  would  alleviate  racial  tension  from 
our  society. 

Dr.  White  correctly  reminded  us  that 
the  church  also  must  have  “something 
positive  to  say  and  do.”  Rather  than 
expending  all  its  energies  denouncing  the 
Klan,  the  church  needs  to  demonstrate 
that  the  positive  power  of  Christian  love 
is  greater  than  the  power  of  fear  and 
hatred. 

We  particularly  commend  a  number  of 
specific  “positive  alternatives”  to  what 
the  Klan  represents  that  Dr.  White  has 
suggested  might  be  implemented  by  UM 
congregations: 

•  local  church-created  instruments  to 
examine  and  measure  the  “racial 
health"  of  communities  and  con¬ 
gregations  ; 

•  interracial,  interfaith  dialogues  ini¬ 
tiated  by  local  churches; 

•  interracial,  interethnic  meetings 
among  churches  within  a  district  , 

•  interracial,  interethnic  conferences, 
retreats,  seminars  and  workshops  ; 

•  greater  involvement  of  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  youth  in  summer  camping  programs ; 

•  summer  intern  interethnic  pastoral 
exchange  programs. 


Bishops’  Bible  study  push  applauded 

Concern  about  “widespread  biblical  ingful  Bible  study. 


illiteracy”  among  United  Methodists  was 
expressed  by  the  UMC’s  Council  of 
Bishops  last  April.  Last  fall,  the  bishops 
moved  from  talk  to  action  by  unveiling 
plans  for  two  new  adult  Bible  studies. 

The  new  materials  are  now  available 
and  the  bishops  have  reiterated  their 
intention  to  take  the  lead  in  encouraging 
widespread  use  of  them  in  local  churches 
(see  TM/UMR,  Mar.  20).  In  fact,  many 
bishops  have  made  personal  commit¬ 
ments  to  teach  pastors  and  other 
teachers  in  their  conferences  how  to 
make  use  of  the  new  materials. 

As  much  as  we  might  like  to  dispute  the 
bishops’  judgment  regarding  “wide¬ 
spread  biblical  illiteracy,”  we  cannot. 
Our  independent  observation  is  that 
many,  if  not  most,  United  Methodists 
have  less  than  an  adequate  working 
knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  its  teachings. 

For  many  years,  our  church’s  curricu¬ 
lum  has  sought  to  discourage  idolatry  of 
the  Bible  and  to  teach,  in  its  place, 
responsible  interpretation  and  appli¬ 
cation  of  biblical  principles.  This 
emphasis  is  no  less  valid  today. 
However,  one  unfortunate  side  effect  it 
has  produced  is  thousands  of  persons 
attending  UM  church  schools  without 
ever  being  exposed  in  any  degree  of 
depth  to  the  Bible’s  content.  And  even 
worse,  many  under-50  adult  church 
members  today  need  to  be  persuaded 
that  the  Bible  really  does  have  contem¬ 
porary  relevance  and  authority. 

While  the  study  guides  being  promoted 
by  the  bishops  are  excellent,  they  are  not 
the  only  valid  resources  for  Bible  study. 
There  are  several  other  excellent  Bible 
study  plans  —  such  as  the  Bethel  Bible 
Series  and  the  Trinity  Bible  Series  —  that 
might  be  utilized  as  the  basis  for  mean- 
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The  bishops’  objective  is  not  so  much  to 
promote  the  universal  use  of  the  study 
guides  they  helped  develop  as  to  encour¬ 
age  all  United  Methodists  to  become 
more  knowledgeable  of  and  committed  to 
biblical  teachings. 

We  enthusiastically  applaud  this 
emphasis  on  the  part  of  our  church’s 
bishops.  We  urge  pastors  and  leaders  of 
all  adult  church  school  classes  to  take  it 
seriously  and  respond  positively  to  it. 

It  makes  little  sense  for  our  United 
Methodist  theological  principles  to 
affirm  the  Bible  as  our  “primary 
source”  of  knowledge  about  God  and 
about  faith  unless'  all  United  Methodists 
have  at  least  a  basic  working  knowledge 
of  what  the  Bible  says.  We  view  the 
bishops’  efforts  as  one  positive  effort  in 
that  direction. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

Human 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  struck  by  a  basic  philosophical 
error  as  I  read  your  Feb.  27  issue. 

Roy  H.  Beck’s  account  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
meeting  included  this  summary  of  the 
Human  Life  Amendment:  “.  .  .fertilized 
eggs  are  persons  entitled  to  constitu¬ 
tional  rights.”  Mr.  Beck  does  not  indicate 
that  this  wording  is  a  quote  from  anyone 
on  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  and  it  is  not  the  language  of 
the  Human  Life  Amendment.  Therefore, 
I  assume  it’s  his  —  and  your  —  view  of 
preborn  life. 

I  must  object  most  strongly  to  your  use 
of  such  trivializing  terminology.  A 
human  child  before  its  passage  through 
the  birth  canal  into  the  outside  world  is 
as  fully  human  as  it  is  after  birth.  It  is  not 
simply  a  “fertilized  egg,”  such  as  one 
might  purchase  by  the  dozen  at  the 
supermarket.  The  proposed  Human  Life 
Amendment  does  speak  of  life  and  its 
protection  “from  the  moment  of  fertil¬ 
ization,”  but  its  goal  is  to  protect  life  — 
not  “eggs.” 

Instead  of  Mr.  Beck’s  terminology,  I’d 
suggest  this  rewrite:  “the  HLA  declares 
that  before  birth,  persons  are  entitled  to 
constitutional  rights.”  This  rewrite 
would  indicate  more  neutrality  on  the 
issue  of  abortion  than  the  original  ter¬ 
minology. 

I  am  concerned  about  the  issue  of 
abortion.  And  I  am  also  concerned  about 
accurate  and  responsible  journalism. 
You  usually  do  such  an  admirable  job  in 
presenting  your  readers  with  accurate 
news.  Please  keep  up  your  standards. 

Jeanne  Devine 
Lakehills,  Texas 

Abortion  is  a  ‘human  rights’ 

issue  in  our  own  back  yard 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  interested  in  the  church’s  stand 
on  the  question  of  “abortion.”  I  do  not 
advocate  abortion  but  I  do  support  “pro- 
choice.”  There  is  only  one  person  who 
should  make  that  decision  and  that  is  the 
person  who  is  going  to  bear  that  child  and 
be  responsible  for  it  the  rest  of  her  life. 

If  ever  there  was  a  human  rights  issue 
before  the  American  people,  this  is  one. 
This  is  not  in  some  far-off  country  but 
right  here  in  our  own  back  yard. 

I  am  more  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist  now  than  I  have  ever  been  in 
my  sixty-eight  years.  I  am  glad  to  be  a 
part  of  those  very  human  beings 

Sarah  Jane  Wuchinich 
Mt.  Kisco,  New  York 


The  taking  of  life  is  not  an  option  for  Christians 


By  HAROLD  R.  HODGSON 

Most  of  us  have  been  taught  to  be 
respectful  of  others’  beliefs.  We  call  it  re¬ 
ligious  tolerance.  We  express  it  in 
numerous  cliches  such  as :  “Everyone  has 
a  right  to  his  own  opinion,”  “You  go  your 
way  and  I’ll  go  mine,”  and  “Many  roads 
lead  to  heaven.” 

In  Christian  prac¬ 
tice  we  have  followed 
this  path  to  ridicu¬ 
lous  extremes.  Al¬ 
though  we  certainly 
recognize  diverse  in- 
terpretations  of 
Scripture,  and  re¬ 
spect  those  who  hold 
them  sincerely,  and 
who  institutionalize  them  in  creeds  and 
religious  denominations,  we  must  never¬ 
theless  insist  that  sometimes  there  are 
no  options.  Sometimes  there  is  one  way, 
and  only  one  way.  There  is  a  way  that  is 
clearly  Christian,  and  all  other  ways  are 
unchristian  or  anti-Christian.  In  follow¬ 
ing  Jesus  Christ,  there  are  times  when 
we  cannot  indulge  ourselves  in  the  luxury 
of  multiple  choices. 


Mr.  Hodgson 


Jesus  did  not  practice  violence 

I  do  not  refer  of  course  to  those  areas 
which  are  clearly  debatable,  such  as  the 
number  of  sacraments,  ordination  re¬ 
quirements,  church  structure,  etc.  I 
refer  to  what  is  fundamental  (not  fun¬ 
damentalist),  basic,  simple  and 
essential.  Jesus  said,  “Love  your  neigh¬ 
bor  as  yourself,  love  your  enemy,  do  good 
to  them  that  hate  you."  Jesus  did  not 
practice  —  and  refused  to  approve  — 
violence  toward  anyone.  He  was  not  a 
military  Zealot  or  rebel.  He  refused  to 
defend  Himself  or  permit  others  to 
defend  Him  by  using  physical  force. 
When  at  last  His  enemies  overpowered 
Him,  He  submitted  to  thorns  on  His  head, 
a  whip  on  His  back,  nails  in  His  hands, 
and  death  by  crucifixion  on  a  cross.  In 
life  and  death,  He  came  not  to  destroy 
but  to  save. 

We  cannot  in  the  name  of  Christ  legiti¬ 
mately  grant  anyone  the  option  to 
destroy  life.  We  cannot  in  this  secular 
world  of  many  choices  —  legal  or  illegal 


—  say,  “As  a  Christian  you  have  the 
option  to  join  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  to  harass 
and  kill  blacks.”  We  cannot  say  “As  a 
Christian  you  have  the  option  to  join  a 
Nazi  group  to  vandalize  and  murder 
Jews."  We  cannot  say,  “As  a  Christian 
you  have  the  option  to  torture  your 
enemy  or  support  any  governmental 
policy  that  destroys  or  damages  human 
life,  especially  through  modern  war¬ 
fare.” 

I  wish  to  enlarge  on  the  last  of  these. 
Presently,  ours  is  one  of  the  many 
nations  officially  escalating  the  nuclear 
arms  race.  Also,  we  are  being  pressured 
by  the  Pentagon  to  build  new  factories  to 
produce  more  lethal  gas.  This  accel¬ 
eration  of  unspeakably  horrible  weapons 
almost  guarantees  their  being  used  in 
catastrophic  killing  by  blast,  radiation, 
asphyxiation,  and  incineration  of 
hundreds  of  millions  of  God’s  children  in 
all  nations.  I  say  a  Christian  does  not 
have  the  option  to  participate  knowingly 
in  any  policy  or  process  that  leads  to  such 
a  holocaust. 

What  does  this  mean? 

What  does  this  mean  in  specific 
practice?  It  means  that  all  Christians, 
millions  of  us  dedicated  to  following 
Christ  —  the  entire  church  —  should 
immediately  oppose  our  nation’s  present 
military  policy  (and  similar  policies  in 
other  nations).  It  means  that  we  should 
oppose  expenditures  for  new  nuclear 
weapons  systems  like  the  MX.  It  means 
that  we  should  publicly  refuse  to  be 
drafted  —  IF  a  draft  is  reinstated  —  and 
encourage  others  to  do  likewise.  It  means 
that  we  should  resist  the  payment  of  that 
portion  of  our  taxes  which  are  used  for 
nuclear  war  preparations.  It  means  that 
we  must  educate  our  youth  and  children 
to  understand  that,  as  Christians,  we  can 
have  no  part  in  the  wholesale  destruction 
of  life. 

It  means  creating  a  new  generation  of 
peacemakers  in  the  name  of  Christ.  It 
means  returning  to  the  faith  of  the  early 
church  whose  members  refused  to 
worship  Caesar  or  to  join  his  armies.  It 
means,  if  necessary,  going  to  the  cross  as 
we  counter  openly  the  war-culture  of  our 


day.  If  it  means  marching  in  the  streets, 
demonstrating  before  the  Pentagon, 
going  to  jail,  so  let  it  be. 

Democratic  system  is  at  stake 

At  stake  is  the  survival  of  our  demo¬ 
cratic  system  of  government,  the 
survival  of  other  nations  and  peoples, 
and  the  preservation  of  our  children  from 
the  indescribable  effects  of  nuclear 
bombs.  It  is  not  only  Christian;  it  is  also 
patriotic  to  preserve  the  life  of  our  nation 
and  the  lives  of  our  people. 

Yes,  I  conclude  that  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ  who  gives  life,  I  do  not  have  the 
option  to  destroy  life  —  the  life  of  my 
brother,  my  neighbor  or  my  enemy.  I  say 


there  is  only  one  way  —  the  way  of  love 
Jesus  so  clearly  taught  and  exemplified. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Harold  R.  Hodgson,  is  pastor  of  the  Gam¬ 
mons  Memorial  UMC  in  Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts  (Southern  New  England 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


My  Witness 

Church  is  more  than  a  building; 
it  is  a  ‘cornerstone’  of  our  lives 


By  CONNELL  R.  GHORMLEY 

I  watched  as  the  workman 
methodically  removed  the  bricks  from 
the  outside  wall  of  our  sanctuary 
building.  “A  new-fangled  contraption”  — 
an  elevator  —  unanticipated  in  1922,  was 
being  installed.  Another  outside  entrance 
is  necessary.  A  quick  “thud-thud-thud” 
of  the  air-hammer  freed  still  another 
brick  from  the  place  where  it  had 
tenaciously  clung  for  almost  60  years. 

“It  is  a  well-built  church,”  he  said. 
“The  walls  are  fourteen  inches  thick.  The 
beams  are  all  wood  —  two-by-twelves, 
six  thick,  no  steel.  It  will  never  fall  down, 
but  I  suppose  you  all  will  move  some¬ 
place  else  one  of  these  days  and  build  a 
new  one.” 

He  may  be  right.  Who  knows?  I  have 
mixed  feelings  about  church  buildings. 

The  strength  of  a  congregation  does  not 
lie  in  the  building  it  constructs,  but  in  the 
love  and  commitment  to  Christ  that  it 
shares.  The  faith  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob  lost  some  of  its  strength  and 
vitality  when  the  first  temple  was  built. 
God  cannot  —  must  not  —  be  limited  to 
bricks,  mortar,  wood  and  plaster.  It 
takes  a  lot  of  planning,  work  and  money 
to  make  an  old  building  fit  today’s  needs. 
Some  things  never  fit. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  love  old  buildings, 
old  furniture,  and  old  people.  They  give 
strength  and  courage  to  life.  Tradition 
and  the  Bible  are  the  backbone  of  our 
faith.  Our  sanctuary  building  is  a  symbol 
of  strength;  it  is  a  hall  of  memories;  it  is 
the  story  of  life  itself. 

What  should  I  think  or  do  about  this  old 
building? 

As  the  workmen  cleared  the  final 
bricks  from  the  new  entrance  space,  I 
pictured  smiling  people  —  people  who 
because  of  age  or  handicap  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  able  to  participate 
in  our  worship  services,  and  who  will  be 
greatly  helped  by  this  addition  to  our  old 
building.  Stooping  to  brush  the  dust  from 
the  timeworn  cornerstone,  I  found  it  solid 


as  ever,  and  picked  up  a  brick  —  a  token 
of  tradition’s  “cornerstone”  in  the 
building  of  my  life. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Connell  R.  Ghormley,  is  pastor  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Woodward,  Oklahoma 
(Oklahoma  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double- 
space  d  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  275  member- 
families  of  the  Grace  UMC  in  Corpus 
Christi.  Texas,  (Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference)  and  approximately  1,200 
member-families  of  the  Holman  UMC  in 
Los  Angeles,  California  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference ) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Corpus  Christi 
and  Los  Angeles  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) .  ” 


Life  Amendment  would  protect  ‘life;’  not  ‘eggs’ 


‘Pro-life’  amendment  backed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  was  appalled  and  unbelieving  to  read 
Mrs.  Ruth  Daugherty’s  pro-abortion 
statement  “reaffirming”  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  social  principle  on 
abortion  and  opposing  efforts  to  amend 
the  U.S.  Constitution  to  make  abortion 
and  some  forms  of  birth  control  illegal 
(TM/UMR,  Feb.  6). 

Mrs.  Daugherty  does  not  voice  my 
opinion,  nor  the  opinion  of  any  members 
of  the  Women’s  Division  with  whom  I 
have  contact.  From  any  vantage  point, 
abortion  is  wrong  and  shows  only  a 
serious  spiritual  sickness  that  pervades 
even  our  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  stand  in  bitter  opposition  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  fight  for  a  Pro-life  amendment. 

Joe  J.  Horn 
Plainview,  Texas 

God  will  remain  ‘Father’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  speak  to  the  need  of 
Nancy  Smith  and  others  who  are 
concerned  with  the  “God  language”  we 
use  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  13).  I  know  there 
were  times  in  my  Christian  life  ( though 
rooted  in  the  church  and  a  Christian 
home)  when  doubts  and  questions  came. 
Finding  the  right  answer  helps  us  grow 
stronger  in  the  faith. 

To  portray  God’s  nature,  I  would  point 
to  Jesus.  God  sent  His  son  in  the  form  of  a 
new-born  baby  boy  —  a  boy  who  grew  to 
manhood  and  became  the  man,  Jesus, 
Savior  of  the  world.  Joseph  was  His 
earthly  father  and  twelve  chosen  men 
were  His  disciples.  To  me,  these  men 
represent  a  comforting  nucleus.  In  no 
way  does  the  male  image  disturb  me. 
Why  not?  Because  in  Mary,  Jesus’ 
mother,  and  his  faithful  women  fol¬ 
lowers,  we  see  the  strong  female  counter¬ 
parts. 

I  believe  men  and  women  are  wonder¬ 
fully  different,  each  having  their  own  in¬ 
dividual  traits  and  abilities,  which  should 
be  developed  to  their  full  potential.  A 
shift  to  “non-sexist  language,”  I  believe, 
would  harm  more  than  strengthen  our 
beliefs. 

There  was  a  time  in  my  young  life 
when  I  saw  my  father  fulfilling  not  only 
his  own  role  in  the  home  but  also  that  of 
mother.  He  performed  all  the  wifely 
duties,  and  gave  the  only  “mothering” 
they  received  to  my  two  younger 
brothers.  Yet,  in  no  way,  was  he  ever  a 
“mother  figure”  to  me.  He'd  been  my 
father  for  twenty  years  and  nothing  could 
destroy  my  image  of  him  as  a  man. 

In  John  12:45,  speaking  to  the 


unbelievers,  Jesus  said,  “And  he  that 
seeth  me  seeth  Him  that  sent  me.”  And, 
again,  in  John  14:9,  He  speaks  to  His 
disciples,  “He  that  hath  seen  me  hath 
seen  the  Father.” 

Having  lived  more  than  my  three  score 
years  plus  ten,  for  all  time,  God  will 
remain  my  Heavenly  Father,  and 
masculine,  as  was  my  earthly  father. 

Ruth  Moore 
Sycamore,  Ohio 

Bible  language  should 

reflect  intended  meaning 

To  the  Editor: 

Last  Sunday  our  four-year-old  son 
brought  home  a  paper  fish  with  the  Bible 
verse,  “Jesus  said:  Follow  me  and  I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men.”  He  was  more 
interested  in  the  fish  than  the  verse,  but 
with  the  TM/UMR  articles  on  “sexist 
language"  in  the  Bible  fresh  in  my  mind, 
I  decided  to  ask  our  six-year-old 
daughter  about  the  verse. 

“Who  is  Jesus  telling  them  to  catch?”  I 
asked.  She  looked  at  me  like  I  was 
slightly  daft  if  I  didn’t  know  and  replied, 
“Grown-up  boys.”  I  then  launched  into 
an  explanation  of  how  in  English,  “men” 
sometimes  includes  women  and  that 
Jesus  calls  all  of  us  —  both  men  and 
women  —  to  follow  Him,  etc. 

When  I  had  finished,  she  looked  up  and 
said,  “Then  why  don’t  they  just  say 
“men  and  women?”  Why  indeed! 

Parents  and  teachers  can  rectify  the 
situation  as  I  did  by  making  English  sem¬ 
antics  part  of  our  Bible  lessons.  But  that 
method  is  time-consuming  and  still  often 
confusing  to  children.  And  few  think  to 
undertake  it.  Wouldn’t  it  be  simpler  to 
make  the  language  conform  to  the 
clearly  intended  meaning  so  we  can 
spend  our  time  talking  about  what  it 
means  to  follow  Jesus? 

I  have  heard  a  number  of  people  say 
this  whole  issue  is  “overblown”  and  that 
male  terminology  never  bothered  them. 
I’m  glad.  But  if  it  doesn’t  matter  to  them 
one  way  or  another,  then  for  the  sake  of 
the  six-year-old  girls  of  the  world,  let’s 
make  at  least  the  Bible  verses  in  our 
Sunday  School  lessons  more  inclusive. 

Carol  Nuzum 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

TM/UMR  cartoonist  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  compliment  TM/UMR’s  car¬ 
toonist,  Mr.  Paris.  In  my  regular  reading 
of  TM/UMR,  I  find  the  cartoon  by  him  on 
page  2  the  most  enlightening  and  sane 
statement  of  the  Christian  faith  on  a  con¬ 
sistent  basis;  while  at  the  same  time 


giving  a  message  in  a  media  that  I  can 
and  do  share  with  others,  including  our 
two  college  sons. 

Keep  up  the  good  work.  “A  merry 
heart  doeth  good”  —  especially  when  the 
laugh  is  on  ourselves! 

Mary  Beth  Pool  Hurley 
Wills  Point,  Texas 

‘Little  crosses’  article 

called  ‘one  of  the  best’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  article  in  the  Feb. 
20  issue  headlined  “Faithfulness  shown 
by  how  we  bear  our  little  crosses”  by 
Rev.  Roy  DeLamotte  is  one  of  the  most 
beautifully  written,  poignant,  and  posi¬ 
tively  uplifing  things  I  have  read  in  a 
long  time. 

It  spoke  directly  to  my  heart  because  of 
my  present  situation  and  time  in  my  life, 


and  I’m  sure  it  spoke  to  thousands  of  others 
as  well.  The  theme  of  the  article  fits  very 
nicely  with  my  personal  belief  that  we 
must  “Bloom  where  we  are  planted.” 
Bravo,  Mr.  DeLamotte,  and  Amen! 

Gloria  H.  Kauls 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

KKK  editorial  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  your  editorial  in  the  Feb.  6 
issue  warning  of  the  dangers  inherent  in 
the  resurgence  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

I  also  commend  your  call  to  all 
Christians  to  work  to  remove  those  con¬ 
ditions  in  these  threatening  times,  that 
provide  “fertile  soil”  in  which  the  KKK 
“and  other  groups  fostering  fear  and 
hatred .  .  .  grow.” 


Lee  H.  Ball 
Ardley,  New  York 


AFRICA  TODAY 


NEW  •  EXCITING  •  THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 

TWO  NEW  FILMSTRIPS 

interpreting  the  work  of  the  church  in  modern  Africa. 


OIVI  YE  THEM  TO  EAT  - 
A  MODERN  MIRACLE 

Remarkable  changes  are  be¬ 
ing  made  In  Africa  through 
the  Hunger  Program. 

Every  church  ought  to  order  and  use  both  of  these  new  filmstrips 
showing  UMCOR  at  work  in  Africa.  Order  from  your  annual  confer¬ 
ence  AV  Resource  Center  or  :  United  tvlethodist  Communications 
Film  Center.  810  1 2th  Aye.  So.  Nashville,  TN  37203.  $5.00  each. 


ZIMBABWE  REBORN 

See  how  churches,  clinics  and 
schools  are  being  rebuilt  In 
this  resurgent  nation. 
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Canadian  company  buys  airspace  over  Denver  church 


By  VIRGINIA  CULVER 

DENVER  (UMNS)  —  The  meek  may  inherit  the 
earth,  but  the  church  is  selling  its  air  space. 

That’s  a  main  ingredient  of  a  $4.7  million 
transaction  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  is 
working  out  with  a  Canadian  development 
company  in  what  may  be  the  sweetest  financial 
deal  any  church  ever  had. 

The  historic  downtown  church  at  18th  and 
Broadway,  the  second  oldest  Methodist  Church  in 
the  state,  will  become  the  focal  point  of  a  high-rise 
development  plan  taking  up  most  and  maybe  all 
the  block  bounded  by  Broadway  and  Lincoln 
between  28th  and  19th  streets. 


Neither  the  church  nor  the  land  it’s  on  is  being 
sold  But  the  church  is  selling  12,500  square  feet  of 
land  where  the  education  building  now  sits,  to  the 
north  of  the  main  building,  and  selling  the  air 
rights  to  that  plus  the  air  rights  above  the  church 
itself.  The  education  building,  built  in  1920,  will  be 
demolished. 

Bramalea  Limited,  a  Canadian  development 
company,  already  owns  the  back  half  of  the  block 
and  plans  a  high-rise  building,  probably  for  offices 
and  maybe  for  condominiums,  boutiques  and 
restaurants.  Having  the  air  rights  means  the 
company  can  build  10  square  feet  more  for  every 
square  foot  it  owns  or  has  rights  to. 

The  church  will  have  a  lease  in  perpetuity  to  the 


12,500  square  feet  it  is  selling.  On  that  area 
Bramalea  will  build  a  sunken  garden,  atrium, 
walkway  and  steps  up  to  its  building.  Underneath 
will  be  educational  rooms  for  the  church. 
Additional  educational  rooms  will  be  built  in  the 
now-unused  level  beneath  the  church  sanctuary. 

Trinity  also  gains  parking,  a  scarce  commodity 
for  a  downtown  church.  Underneath  the  high-rise 
will  be  two  levels  of  parking.  The  church  will  get 
12  staff  parking  spaces  during  the  week,  100 
spaces  after  6  p.m.  on  weekdays  and  500  spaces  on 
Sundays.  It  will  mean  an  enclosed,  lighted,  secure 
parking  area  with  direct,  indoor  access  to  the 

church. 

When  completed,  the  historic  pink  sandstone 


church  will  be  a  blend  oi  the  old  with  the  new 
gleaming  high-rise  behind  it.  and  set  off  by  trees, 
shrubs,  walkways,  open  spaces  and  gardens.  It 
will  be  called  Trinity  Square. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Barnes,  senior  minister  at 
Trinity,  said  the  church  has  been  facing  “what 
other  downtown  churches  are  facing  —  the 
possibility  of  selling.  But  we  didn’t  want  to.  We 
decided  to  stay  downtown.  But  we  needed  parking, 
the  same  amount  of  square  feet  we  now  have,  and 
an  endowment.  ” 

The  church  gets  it  all  in  the  current  deal. 

Virginia  Culver  is  the  religion  editor  of  the 
Denver  Post. 


SOMEWHERE  IN  SOMALIA  —  A  woman  washes  clothes  near  one  of  Somalia's  26 
refugee  camps.  She  is  one  of  750,000  persons  —  the  largest  concentration  of  displaced 
persons  in  the  world  —  being  cared  for  by  international  agencies  to  provide  food, 
clothing,  medical  supplies,  health  care  and  housing.  (See  related  story  below). 
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Somalia  needs  medical  aid 
—  but  no  one  wants  to  go 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Medical  per¬ 
sonnel,  including  a  pediatrician,  are  still 
urgently  needed  for  Somalia,  where 
refugees  continue  to  pour  into  camps  at 
the  rate  of  2,000  a  day,  according  to 
Larry  Hollon,  information  officer  of 
Church  World  Service  (CWS),  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

In  January  a  first  team  was  sent  out 
but  conditions  in  the  refugee  camps  are 
so  grueling  —  intense  heat,  wind  and 
blowing  sand  —  that  replacements  will  be 
needed  by  June.  The  first  group  consisted 
sisted  of  two  physicians,  a  physician’s 
aid,  two  nurses,  a  nutritionist  and  a 
mechanic.  Two  additional  nurses  joined 
them  this  month. 

Thus  far  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  has  not 
succeeded  in  recruiting  a  single  United 
Methodist  for  the  Somalia  team. 

Mr.  Hollon  and  Gary  Brouse,  a 
cameraman,  visited  Somalia,  Kenya  and 
Ethiopia  in  February  to  document 
church-sponsored  programs  in 
operation.  The  CWS  representative  was 
appalled  particularly  by  the  plight  of 
people  in  northern  Kenya,  who  are  “in 
much  worse  shape  than  in  Somalia  due  to 
drought,  tribal  conflict  and  tardiness  in 
recognizing  the  seriousness  of  the 
‘  situation,”  he  said. 

“The  Kenya  government  only 
acknowledged  the  crisis  two  months 
'  ago,”  he  stated.  “They  spoke  of  27,000 
starving  people  in  the  north.  Relief 
workers  told  us  it  was  closer  to  54,000. 

“We  saw  people  with  no  clothes.  Some 
said  they  had  boiled  the  goat  skins  they 
wore  and  ate  them,"  he  reported.  The 
Turkanas,  a  nomadic  people,  have  lost  90 
percent  of  their  cattle  which  either  died 
or  were  stolen  in  tribal  raids.  Grazing 
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World  Council  listens  to  concerns 

Americans  want  biblical  basis  for  often-controversial  actions 


areas  have  been  denuded  as  a  result  of  no 
rainfall  for  18  months. 

Newspapers  in  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
describe  the  drought  as  worse  than  any 
in  the  last  30  years  in  which  records  were 
kept. 

Between  one  and  two  million  people 
have  come  into  Somalia  largely  as  a 
result  of  fighting  between  that  country 
and  neighboring  Ethiopia.  It  is  the 
world’s  largest  concentration  of  refugees 
and  the  highest  ratio  compared  to  the 
permanent  population  —  one  in  three.  A 
very  high  percentage  are  women  and 
children  under  age  six. 

Food  for  the  refugee  camps  is  supplied 
by  the  United  Nations  World  Food 
Program  and  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees.  It  is  mostly 
corn,  corn-soy  mixture  and  wheat  flour 
from  the  U.S.  Milk  powder,  butter,  sugar 
and  beans  come  from  the  European 
Economic  Community. 

“They  badly  need  high  protein  biscuits 
to  supplement  this,”  Mr.  Hollon 
reported,  and  another  critical  need  is 
water. 

The  U.S.  consortium  is  attempting  to 
provide  medical  supplies.  “Since  nothing 
can  be  used  requiring  refrigeration,  the 
medical  program  is  very  basic  and 
elementary  involving  tablets  and 
medicines  to  prevent  diarrhea  and  salves 
for  eye  infection.  Health  is  more  related 
to  getting  food  into  the  stomach  than  to 
fighting  disease,”  he  stated. 

“The  tragic  statistic  is  that  40  percent 
of  the  children  under  five  die  even  in  the 
established  camps.” 

CWS  has  received  $234,216  toward  its 
initial  target  of  $300,000  announced  last 
October.  Of  this  total,  United  Methodists 
contributed  $125,000.  Additional  con¬ 
tributions  may  be  made  to  “Project 
179438  —  Refugee  Emergency  Relief 
Somalia”  and  sent  to  UMCOR. 

Black  Methodists  in  the  Detroit,  Mich., 
area  were  among  those  who  helped  raise 
more  than  $80,000  for  an  ecumenical 
project  called  Starving  Children’s  Fund. 
Among  the  10  denominations  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  locally  sponsored  project 
were  African  Methodist  Episcopal, 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion,  Chris¬ 
tian  Methodist  Episcopal  and  United 
Methodist  churches. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  Officials  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  here  last 
week  heard  a  strong  call  to  reveal 
explicitly  to  the  public  the  biblical  basis 
for  its  often-controversial  actions. 

“If  we  can  swear  to  our  people  that  an 
issue  stance  is  according  to  the  Bible  and 
church  doctrine,”  said  one  Atlanta 
Presbyterian  minister,  “then  I  believe 
they  will  join  us.  But  I  can’t  see  the 
people  in  the  Bible  Belt  flipping  into 
thinking  the  World  Council  way  on  any 
other  basis.”  ^ 

The  WCC’s  leaders,  anxious  about  the 
feelings  of  some  30  member-denomina¬ 
tions  in  the  U.S.,  gathered  dozens  of 
representatives  —  including  six  United 
Methodists  —  for  this  extraordinary  “lis¬ 
tening  session.”  Such  a  consultation  has 
not  been  undertaken  in  any  other  nation, 
said  Frank  Dent,  an  official  of  the  WCC, 
which  is  headquartered  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

On  everybody’s  mind  here  was  the  once 
once-every-seven-years  WCC  assembly 
that  will  be  held  in  Vancouver,  Canada, 
in  1983. 

“We’re  all  conscious  that  holding  this 
on  the  U.S.  border  will  have  a  great  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  U.S.  because  of  all  the  news 
coverage  it  will  get,”  said  Patrick 
Coidan,  a  WCC  official. 

The  U.S.  government  and  U.S.  cor¬ 
porations,  because  of  their  dominant 
power  in  the  world,  receive  a  great  deal 
of  criticism  from  the  WCC  which  is  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  effects  of  actions  and 
policies  on  poor  people,  explained  Jan 
Love,  a  United  Methodist  who  has  been 
on  the  WCC  governing  board  since  the 
1975  Assembly  in  Nairobi. 

An  important  over-all  theme  of  the 
WCC  is  that  Christians  must  rise  above 
their  nationalism  and  look  at  the  world 
through  the  eyes  of  faith,  indicated  Ms. 
Love,  who  is  a  political  science  professor 


at  Denison  University  in  Ohio. 

The  1983  Assembly  “won’t  make  life 
easy  for  U.S.  churches,  so  it  is  very 
important  to  hear  from  the  U.S.  ahead  of 
time,”  Mr.  Coidan  said. 

"I’m  not  sure  that  we  haven’t  taken  the 
U.S.  churches  for  granted  because  they 
were  instrumental  in  starting  the  WCC 
(after  World  War  II),”  another  WCC 
official  said.  “But  many  of  those 
individuals  have  retired.  The  voices  of 
American  churches  have  to  be  heard 
more  strongly  than  in  the  last  four  or  five 
years.” 

Mr.  Coidan,  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
theological  foundation  for  the  World 
Council  often  has  been  taken  for  granted. 

“In  our  isolated  position,  we  are 
infected  with  the  ‘But  we  discussed  that 
in  ’62’  attitude,”  he  said,  explaining  that 
the  theological  bases  for  most  actions 
had  been  hammered  out  in  long  sessions 
many  years  ago. 

But  the  WCC  needs  to  realize  that  most 
church  people  today  don’t  know  about 
those  efforts,  he  said.  The  Americans’ 
call  for  constant,  explicit  relating  to  the 
Bible  was  heard  as  a  major  appeal  here, 
Mr.  Coidan  said. 

The  American  church  representatives 
here  essentially  supported  the  World 
Council’s  involvement  in  the  justice 
issues  around  which  it  seeks  to  mobilize 
Christians  world-wide.  The  WCC’s 
causes  usually  focus  on  people  who  are 
economically  and  politically  oppressed. 

But  the  representatives  offered  lots  of 
suggestions  in  the  area  of  style. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Agne  of  Park  Forest 
South,  Ill.,  speaking  for  one  work  group, 
said  the  assembly  should  get  below  the 
national  and  international  church  struc¬ 
tures  and  “celebrate  common  local 
church  persons  who  are  doing 
significantly  faithful  things.” 

Instead  of  being  a  Geneva  hiovement 
on  behalf  of  churches,  the  World  Council 
needs  to  be  more  of  a  support  for 


churches  to  act  against  racism  and  other 
forms  of  oppression  in  their  own 
communities,  several  participants 
suggested. 

Several  also  suggested  that  hunger 
should  be  the  central  theme  at 
Vancouver.  It  is  easy  for  U.S.  Christians 
to  become  involved  with  that  issue  from 
the  standpoint  of  mercy,  said  the  Rev. 
Charles  Lutz  of  the  American  Lutheran 
Church. 

“But  as  soon  as  you  start  dealing  with 
hunger  you  discover  the  economic  justice 
issues,”  he  said.  “And  that  relates  to 
peace  issues.  ” 

The  attempt  to  alleviate  hunger  also 
leads  Christians  to  confront  ecological 
factors,  church-government  relations, 
corporate  transgressions,  economic 
systems  and  many  other  important 
Christian  concerns,  one  work  group 
reported. 


Other  ideas  presented  included  these : 

•  World  Council  programs  stressing 
personal  renewal  should  not  be  separate 
from  justice  efforts. 

•  Both  capitalism  and  socialism  are 
ideologies  over  which  Christianity  must 
stand  in  judgment. 

•  “Those  in  the  right  wing  of 
Christianity  who  say,  ‘we  have  the  truth,’ 
should  not  push  us  into  -  \ving  the  same 
thing,"  a  Presbyterian  said. 

“We  should  say.  ‘we  think  we  have  the 
truth;  let’s  hold  it  up  to  examination.’  ” 

•  “We  cannot  afford  to  talk  down  to 
Christians  who  have  confronted  their 
own  faith,”  a  Quaker  said. 

“The  acts  of  principalities”  which  are 
affronts  to  Christian  values  “aren’t  acts 
to  bow  us  down,  but  to  spur  us  on,” 
Theressa  Hoover  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division  said  in  a  final 
challenge  to  participants. 


Atlanta  prayer 
day  set  April  5 

ATLANTA  —  “United  Methodists 
throughout  Atlanta,  the  state  of  Geor¬ 
gia,  and  the  nation  are  lifting  our  city 
in  prayer  with  a  hope  that  the  atroci¬ 
ties  against  our  children  will  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  separate  us  as  citizens  and 
races,  but  will  result,  instead,  in  a  clo¬ 
ser,  more  caring  community.”  de¬ 
clared  Georgia  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Joel  D.  McDavid  earlier  this  month. 

Sunday.  April  5.  has  been  called 
by  the  bishops  of  four  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations  to  be  a  day  of  prayer  to 
share  “anguish”  over  the  nearly  30 
unsolved  killings  of  blacks  in  Atlanta 
and  Buffalo:  for  MethodisLs  to  be 
“agents  of  reconciliation,”  and  to 
show**  the  “power  of  non-violence” 
(See  related  editorial  comment  on 
page  2  of  this  issue). 


Charge  includes  United  Methodists 


Hispanics  feel  excluded  by  mainline  churches 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  A  group  of  Hispanics 
interrupted  a  national  conference  here  to 
criticize  the  “American  religious 
establishment”  for  its  exclusion  of  their 
people,  a  charge  which  two  United 
Methodists  among  them  said  includes 
their  own  church. 

United  Methodists,  the  Rev.  Alejandro 
and  Edith  La  Fontane,  joined  other 
Hispanics  from  this  area  to  charge  that 
the  mainline  denominations  “systemat¬ 
ically  exclude"  their  people  and  culture 
by  providing  inadequate  seminary  pro¬ 
grams  for  Spanish-speaking  persons  and 
by  not  using  enough  input  from  His¬ 
panics  for  church-related  conferences, 
radio  and  television  programs. 

Using  as  an  example  the  Riverside 


Church-sponsored  conference  on  The 
Church  and  the  City  which  they 
interrupted,  they  said  Hispanics  were  not 
involved  in»its  planning. 

Dr.  La  Fontane,  a  clinical  psychologist 
and  director  of  the  Hispanic  program  at 
New  York  Theological  Seminary,  pointed 
to  the  absence  of  a  Hispanic  bishop 
within  the  UMC  and  inadequate  bilingual 
education  programs  in  UM  seminaries  as 
evidence  of  exclusion. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Rodriguez,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Hispanic  caucus  called  MARCHA  (Meth- 
odista  Asociados  Representando  la 
Cauca  de  Hispano  Americanos)  reacted 
to  these  charges  from  his  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  home. 

He  agreed  that  problems  like  these  still 
exist,  but  he  believes  Hispanics  now  have 


a  better  chance  to  make  contributions  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  than  they 
have  had  since  MARCHA  organized  in 
1971. 

“Nothing  much  happened  during  the 
last  10  years  —  but  we  are  in  for  a  new 
day,"  he  said.  “I  believe  leaders  at  high 
levels  (of  the  UMC)  are  attempting  to 
become  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the 
ethnic  (groups).” 

He  said  a  basic  task  for  MARCHA  is  to 
make  the  United  Methodist  Church 
aware  of  the  potential  for  ministry  among 
his  people.  While  more  than  five  percent 
of  the  U.S.  population  —  or  21  million  — 
are  Spanish-speaking  or  Hispanic,  only 
50,000  are  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  With  a  2.2  percent  annual  growth 
rate,  Hispanics  are  America’s  fastest 
growing  minority  group _ 


Easter  parade  drop-outs  sought 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

FOREST  PARK,  Ga.  —  Those  same 
folks  who  last  December  urged 
Christians  to  spend  more  money  to 
alleviate  hunger  and  less  on 
Christmas  presents  are  urging  church 
members  this  spring  to  drop  out  of  the 
Easter  parade. 

“We  are  focusing  on  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  instead  of 
on  the  spring  celebration  —  buying 
new  clothes,  Easter  eggs  and 
bunnies,"  explained  J.  P.  Shannon  of 
Alternatives,  an  ecumenical  Christian 
organization  promoting  less 
commercial  celebrations  of  religious 
holidays. 

Alternatives  materials  urge  church 
members  to  give  the  money  they 
normally  might  spend  on  candy. 


clothes  and  cards  to  special  Easter 
offerings  sponsored  by  their 
denominations.  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Lent. 
March  29,  is  the  emphasis  for  United 
Methodists. 

The  UM  offering  will  be  funneled 
through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and 
used  for  refugee  aid,  natural  disaster 
and  war  relief,  rehabilitation  and 
renewal  of  life. 

Americans  spent  enthusiastically 
for  Easter  last  year,  putting  out  $550 
million  for  candy  and  $90  million  for 
cards.  During  March  and  April  of 
1980,  Americans  spent  $1  billion  on 
clothes,  many  of  them  presumably  for 
Easter,  Mr.  Shannon  explained. 

He  said  Alternatives  couldn’t  find 
out  how  much  had  been  spent  on 


Easter  toys  last  year.  He  suggested 
the  lack  of  cooperation  from  toy 
manufacturers  may  have  stemmed 
from  the  organization's  Christmas 
campaign  last  December 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  last  year  sent 
Alternatives  materials  to  every  local 
church  in  the  United  States  in  its  first 
church-wide  campaign  to  get 
members  to  spend  more  on  hunger 
programs  and  less  on  Christmas  toys, 
candy  and  cards. 

More  United  Methodists  than 
persons  from  any  other  of  the  dozen 
denominations  using  Alternatives 
resources  are  requesting  Easter 
materials,  Mr.  Alexander  added. 

For  more  information  on  its  Easter 
campaign,  write  to  Alternatives,  P.O. 
Box  1707,  Forest  Park  GA  30050. 


“Within  this  decade  we  will  be  the 
biggest  minority  within  the  United 
States,”  Dr.  Rodriguez  said. 

The  Rev.  Eli  Rivera,  who  is  in  the 
Office  of  Urban  Ministries  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  a 
leader  in  the  New  Jersey  MARCHA 
caucus,  commented: 

“I  don't  think  we  have  come  around  to 
dealing  with  the  reality  of  the  Hispanic 
population  in  our  communities.  There 
are  a  lot  of  Hispanic  folk  moving  into  our 
communities,  but  they  remain 
invisible.” 

Dr  Rodriguez  believes  that  Hispanics 
are  “of  one  mind  now,”  and  therefore 
able  to  make  more  impact  on  the  church 
than  they  have  in  the  past. 

“The  general  church  now  can  hear  a 
united  voice,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  a 
stronger  voice,”  he  added. 

He  outlined  three  priorities: 

•  More  trained  Hispanic  lay  and  clergy 
leaders,  recruited  in  a  church-wide 
effort; 

•  Development  of  new  Hispanic 
churches ; 

•  Attention  to  human  rights  issues, 
such  as  matters  relating  to 
undocumented  aliens  and  Cuban 
refugees. 

Regarding  some  of  Dr.  La  Fontane's 
concerns,  Dr.  Rodriguez  said  problems 
still  exist  in  seminaries  for  Hispanics 
seeking  theological  training. 

“I  think  the  general  church  has  looked 
at  us  who  speak  two  languages  as  having 
a  handicap,  but  we  look  at  ourselves  as 
having  special  skills,”  Dr.  Rodriquez 
said. 

Several  UM  seminaries,  such  as 
Perkins  and  Garrett-Evangelical  and  to 
a  more  limited  extent,  Claremont  and 
Drew,  are  offering  more  to  Hispanics,  he 
said,  but  “We  have  not  yet  really  seen  the 
seminaries  respond  to  the  crucial  needs 
of  Hispanics.  ” 


Volunteers  are  available 9  if  church  will  seek  them 


BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  writer 

DALLAS  —  The  church  has  “an  army 
of  sleeping  giants”  which  could  be 
awakened  if  they  were  found,  said  a 
volunteer  management  trainer  here. 

Marlene  Wilson  pointed  out  that  the 
church  is  the  nation’s  largest  voluntary 
organization,  but  unlike  secular 
volunteer  agencies  it  provides  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  spiritual  growth  and  enables  its 
volunteers  to  share  their  gifts  with  others 
in  Christian  love  and  understanding. 

The  church,  however,  has  often  failed 
to  identify  its  potential  volunteers  and 
their  talents,  she  said. 

Not  only  does  the  church  fail  to  identify 


volunteers,  it  also  poorly  manages  those 
it  has.  Ms.  Wilson  told  an  ecumenical 
gathering  here  of  123  people  —  mainly 
United  Methodists  —  representing  10 
denominations  and  one  synagogue. 

“The  church  has  a  tendency  to  waste 
and  burn-out  volunteers,"  she  said.  “It  is 
not  good  stewardship  to  either  mis  use  or 
under-utilize  the  skills  of  the  pew 
sitters,”  said  Ms.  Wilson  of  Boulder, 
Colo,  who  is  regarded  as  the  foremost 
volunteer  manager-trainer  in  the 
country 

The  church  must  also  create  a  caring 
community  for  its  volunteers;  caring 
enough  about  them  to  take  care  of  their 
needs,  she  added. 


“Too  often  the  church  has  a  job  and 
forces  a  person  to  fit  in  a  position;  that 
kills  individual  creativity  and  eventually 
leads  to  early  burn-out,"  she  said. 

Reviewing  current  trends  in  secular 
volunteerism,  Ms.  Wilson  said  although 
women  traditionally  did  volunteer  work, 
fewer  are  doing  so  now.  Working  people 
are  offering  themselves  for  a  shorter 
time  commitment.  And,  church 
programs  must  compete  with  secular 
community  programs. 

Asked  how  the  church  could  more 
adequately  mobilize  its  volunteer 
potential,  Ms.  Wilson  outlined  several 
specific  problems  and  suggested 
solutions: 


•  Jobs  are  not  defined:  “This  can  be 
remedied  by  having  job  descriptions  for 
the  volunteer  and  the  length  of  time 
needed  to  carry  out  the  program,"  she 
suggested. 

•  Concentration  on  the  job  rather  than 
on  the  person:  “Know  who  each  person 
is;  sit  down  and  chat  with  them  to  find 
out  their  needs  as  well  as  their  talents." 

•  People  stay  in  positions  too  long: 
“Offer  a  sabbatical  so  that  persons  can 
be  re-energized  and  not  feel  guilty  about 
taking  time  off." 

•  Poor  management:  “Place  volunteer 
managers  in  positions  that  match  their 
leadership  style." 
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One  good  kind  of  inflation! 


HORTON,  Kans.  —  This  banner  greeting  members  of  Horton  United  Methodist 
Church  is  not  to  remind  them  of  economic  woes  but  of  the  church’s  drive  to 
increase  adult  Sunday  School  attendance  by  50  percent. 

Two  new  classes  have  been  started,  according  to  the  Kansas  East  Interchange, 
the  conference  newspaper,  so  "Inflation  1981"  must  be  helping  some  UMs! 

KANSAS  EAST  INTERCHANGE  PHOTO 


Death  penalty  raises  opposition 

‘ Taking  life  diminishes  each  of  us, 9  religious  leaders  say 


<  Compiled  From  News  Releases 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Religious  leaders 
here  voiced  opposition  to  capital  punish¬ 
ment  as  the  state  scheduled  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  convicted  murderer  Steven  Judy 
earlier  this  month. 

Protestant  and  Catholic  leaders  urged 
the  governor  to  commute  the  death 
sentence  to  life  imprisonment  prior  to  the 
execution,  saying  that  "taking  another 
life  only  compounds  the  tragedy  and 
diminishes  each  of  us.” 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  the  United 
Methodist  leader  of  the  Indianapolis 
area,  was  the  spokesperson  at  a  news 
conference  four  days  before  the  execu¬ 
tion  along  with  the  Rev.  Harold  B.  Statler 
of  the  Indiana  Council  of  Churches  and 
Rabbi  Dennis  C.  Sasso. 

Contrary  to  Will  of  God 

Concern  was  expressed  for  the  convic¬ 
ted  murderer,  for  the  families  of  both  the 
victims  and  Judy’s  foster  parents,  for 
those  who  carried  out  the  execution  and 
for  "the  values  of  a  civilized  society  and 
the  conviction  that  capital  punishment  is 
contrary  to  the  will  of  God." 


Their  opposition  was  based  on  four 
reasons:  "it  is  morally  wrong  to  continue 
the  cycle  of  killing,"  "capital  pun¬ 
ishment  is  used  in  a  discriminatory 
manner,"  "there  is  no  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  that  it  is  a  deterrent  to  crime,"  and 
"it  is  irrevocable  —  an  error  cannot  be 
undone." 

The  20  district  superintendents  of  the 
UMC’s  North  and  South  Indiana  annual 
conferences  also  requested  the  governor 
to  commute  the  sentence. 

Several  hundred  persons  gathered  for 
an  ecumenical  prayer  service  in  St.  Ann 
of  the  Dunes  Catholic  Church  near  the 
state  prison  the  Sunday  before  and  joined 
in  a  candlelight  vigil  outside  the  prison. 

A  statement  decrying  violence  —  that 
which  shaped  Steven  Judy’s  life,  the 
violence  he  committed  in  taking  the  lives 
of  four  innocent  victims,  and  that 
executed  by  the  state  in  taking  his  life  — 
was  prepared  by  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Indianapolis  Area  and 
read  during  funeral  services  March  12 
for  the  convicted  murderer. 

Bishop  Armstrong  had  been  asked  to 
participate  in  the  service  by  Mr.  Judy’s 


foster  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Carr,  but  he  could  not  because  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  bishops  of  four 
denominations  in  Atlanta  at  the  same 
time. 

Bishop  Armstrong’s  statement,  which 
included  a  prayer  for  the  victim’s  family, 
was  read  by  the  Rev.  David  Felton,  a 
staff  member  of  the  Indiana  Council  of 
Churches  who  conducted  the  service  at  a 
funeral  home. 

"The  Lord  of  the  Christian  faith, 
referring  to  a  primitive  law  of  retali¬ 
ation,  quoted  it  and  said,  ‘It  was  said  of 
old,  an  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a 
tooth  ;  but  I  say  unto  you 

"Only  the  quality  of  life,  expressed  in 
routines  of  daily  life,  can  overcome  the 
prevailing,  spreading  climate  of 
violence,"  the  bishop  said.  "As  the 
Epistle  of  I  John  suggests:  ‘Love  must 
not  be  a  matter  of  words  or  talk;  it  must 
be  genuine  and  show  itself  in  action  (I 
John 3: 18 NEB).’  ’’ 

The  Social  Principles  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  state  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  official  opposition  to  capital 


punishment  and  urges  its  elimination 
from  all  criminal  codes. 

Public  support  for  the  death  penalty, 
however,  has  reached  the  highest  point  in 
28  years,  with  66  percent  now  supporting 
execution  for  persons  convicted  of 
murder,  says  the  latest  Gallup  Poll. 

The  poll  taken  Jan.  30  to  Feb.  2  found 
that  25  percent  of  the  American  public 
opposed  capital  punishment  and  nine 
percent  had  no  opinion. 

Public  support  increasing 

Support  for  capital  punishment  has 
risen  steadily  from  a  low  of  42  percent  in 
1966.  But,  while  a  large  majority  now 
favor  the  death  penalty  for  murder,  only 
37  percent  favor  it  for  persons  convicted 
of  rape,  39  percent  for  treason  and  22 
percent  for  airplane  hijacking. 

Four  persons  have  been  executed  in 
the  U.S.  since  the  1976  Supreme  Court 
decision  lifting  the  ban  on  capital  punish¬ 
ment. 

Eight  women  and  731  men  are  on  death 
row,  more  than  500  in  Deep  South  states. 


UMC  central  city  ministries  need  to  face  change  Oic  church  today 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist 
Churches  have  a  ministry  in  America’s 
cities,  but  even  to  survive,  they  must 
change,  according  to  several  urban 
ministers  polled  during  a  conference 
here. 

"A  very  real  problem"  for  UM 
churches  in  the  city  “is  just  survival," 
said  the  Rev.  Vaughn  Nave,  director  of 
the  Knoxville  (Tenn.)  Urban  Ministry 
"Many  of  the  mainline  churches  are 
taking  a  beating  in  the  central  city." 

Membership  decreases  since  1960  for 
the  some  20  United  Methodist  Churches 
in  his  city  are  one  reason  for  his  concern. 

United  Methodist  ministers  attending 
the  meeting  agreed  that  the  church  faces 
difficult  problems  in  the  central  city. 
They  feel,  however,  that  their  urban 
ministries  can  gain  ground,  by  helping 
local  congregations  define  the  challenges 
to  be  met. 

A  lack  of  awareness  in  UM  churches  to 
the  needs  and  viewpoints  of  lower  income 
people  who  now  live  in  the  central  cities 
is  one  problem.  Another  is  a  lack  of 
vision.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
must  overcome  both,  according  to  UM 
ministers  meeting  he^e  informally 
during  Riverside  Church's  national  con¬ 
ference  on  The  Church  and  the  City?jl- 

Churches  not  changing 

"Communities  are  changing  —  but  the 
churches  are  not,”  said  the  Rev.  Eli  S. 
Rivera  of  the  Office  of  Urban  Ministries 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Fraud  uncovered 


"What  I’ve  seen  in  local  churches  in 
changing  communities  is  that  the  local 
churches  are  not  being  prepared  to 
minister  to  the  new  people  coming  in  — 
whether  they  are  ethnic  or  young  persons 
—  to  bring  them  into  the  fellowship,"  he 
added. 

The  Rev.  Don  Eddy  of  the  Metropolitan 
Ministries  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
agreed  that  "transition  of  city  neighbor¬ 
hoods"  is  one  of  the  greatest  challenges 
facing  urban  local  churches. 

However,  until  a  congregation  and  its 
minister  are  aware  of  the  people  living  in 
a  church’s  neighborhood  and  what  their 
spiritual  and  physical  needs  are,  the 
local  church  will  be  unable  to  minister  to 
either  need,  he  said. 

He  said  many  members  of  city 
churches  in  Grand  Rapids  commute 
from  suburban  areas  to  the  churches  in 
their  old  neighborhoods,  and  often,  they 
no  longer  know  who  lives  there. 

While  urban  churches  commonly 
provide  emergency  food  and  clothing  to 
people  who  live  near  their  churches,  Mr. 
Eddy  said,  “They  are  not  able  to  involve 
these  same  (neighborhood)  people  in  the 
life  of  the  church.” 

One  congregation  in  Grand  Rapids, 
however,  is  going  to  try. 

Olivet  UMC,  with  a  95  percent  white 
congregation  in  a  largely  Hispanic  neigh¬ 
borhood,  is  scheduled  to  begin  a  visita¬ 
tion  program  during  the  first  week  in 
April.  Specially  trained  members  will 
call  on  families  living  near  the  church  to 
tell  them  they  are  welcome. 

"People  in  the  church  usually  will  say, 
‘the  doors  are  always  open,  anytime 


anyone  wants  to  come  in,’  ’’  Mr.  Eddy 
said,  "but  that’s  not  good  enough  for 
strangers.  Strangers  have  to  be  sought 
after.  We  don’t  do  a  very  good  job  of  that, 
especially  in  the  inner  city.” 

No  strings  attached 

While  believing  it  is  important  to  keep 
membership  recruitment  separate  from 
ministering  to  people,  with  no  strings 
attached,  Mr.  Eddy  said  Olivet  visitors 
will  tell  their  church  neighbors  about 
emergency  services  and  the  Saturday 
morning  recreational  program  for  young 
people. 

"This  is  so  they  will  be  able  to  see  that 
this  is  a  church  dealing  with  more  than 
the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people,"  he 
explained.  "In  the  inner  city  there  are 
people  who  are  hungry  physically  and 
spiritually." 

When  a  congregation  demonstrates 
concern  for  all  of  a  person’s  needs,  the 
Christian  message  of  the  church  is  likely 
to  carry  more  impact,  he  added. 

As  urban  local  churches  begin  to 
discover  the  problems  of  lower  income 
people  —  and  to  learn  how  "the  church 
can  speak  to  them”  —  Mr.  Nave 
predicted  better  membership  figures  and 
member  involvement  in  city  United 
Methodist  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Paul  E.  Shrading,  director  of 
the  UMC  Union  in  Pittsburgh,  cited  a 
.  second  major  problem:  "a  lack  of  vision 
for  the  future. 

"Many  church  leaders  are  worn  out  by 
declining  membership  and  concern  with 
buildings  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
future,"  explained  Mr.  Shrading,  who 


works  with  the  two  UM  districts  which 
operate  and  own  the  UMC  Union,  a 
mission  society. 

Inner  city  churches  whose  member¬ 
ship  is  made  up  of  people  living  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  face  another 
problem  which  is  tied  to  the  low  incomes 
of  their  members. 

"Many  who  live  around  the  churches 
just  are  not  able  to  provide  the  same 
resources  as  a  middle-class  congregation 
can  provide,  although  the  church  still  has 
the  same  maintenance  costs  and  pastoral 
support”  obligations  of  the  more  affluent 
congregations,  Mr.  Eddy  said. 

One  solution  to  such  economic  prob¬ 
lems  which  might  put  the  connectional 
system  to  the  test,  he  suggested,  would 
be  to  subsidize  inner-city  churches. 

Stable  church  goal 

Mr.  Shrading  said  all  mainline 
churches  need  to  develop  strategies  for 
their  urban  ministries  so  the  church  can 
become  a  stable,  unchanging  element  in 
the  inner  city.  They  need  to  learn  how  to 
use  the  impact  that  Christians  can  have 
when  they  form  coalitions  to  work  for  im¬ 
provement  of  urban  systems,  such  as  the 
public  schools  and  city  government. 

Mr.  Eddy,  who  has  been  in  the  urban 
ministry  for  10  years,  said  ministers 
need  to  be  prepared  for  the  city.  They 
need  orientation  "to  what  it  means  to  be 
part  of  a  community  that  is  diverse, 
where  the  value  systems  may  be  dif¬ 
ferent  than  those  of  the  clergyperson." 


Conference  officials  deny 
“witchhunt”  allegations 

NASHVILLE  (TM/UMR)  -  Charges 
of  a  "witch  hunt”  made  here  and  in  a 
newsletter  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  unofficial  homosexual  caucus 
that  "gay”  and  lesbian  clergy  are  being 
expelled  from  the  church  have  been 
labeled  by  officials  of  the  conferences 
involved  as  "unsubstantiated”  and 
"fabrications." 

TM/UMR’s  investigation  of  the  allega¬ 
tions  that  five  "gay”  and  lesbian  min¬ 
isters  were  expelled  or  excluded  "during 
the  last  six  weeks”  produced  no  evidence 
to  substantiate  the  "witch  hunt"  charges 
made  by  Affirmation,  the  "gay”  and 
lesbian  caucus. 

Following  a  closed  meeting  in  Nash¬ 
ville  earlier  this  month,  Affirmation 
leaders  Michael  Collins  of  New  York  City 
and  Joan  Clark  of  Chicago  said  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  stand  by  the  truth  of  the  story. 
No  names  were  given  either  in  the  news¬ 
letter  or  during  the  press  conference 
here. 

One  of  the  bishops  against  whom 
allegations  were  made  has  demanded  a 
published  retraction  of  the  charges. 

Volunteer  service  proposed 
for  unemployed  youth 

KINGSTON,  Jamaica  —  A  volunteer 
youth  service  organization  was  proposed 
as  a  solution  to  the  “tragic  world 


problem  of  youth  unemployment"  here 
by  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  director  of 
World  Evangelism  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Addressing  an  audience  of  4,000  people 
at  the  opening  rally  of  the  "mission  to  the 
’80s"  campaign  here,  Dr.  Walker  said  60 
percent  of  the  young  people  in  Jamaica 
are  jobless.  He  appealed  for 
governments  and  church  people  every¬ 
where  to  grapple  far  more  urgently  with 
youth  unemployment  in  their  own 
nations. 

The  youth  service  organization  could 
offer  training,  people-centered  aid,  re¬ 
pairing  and  renewing  of  buildings, 
beautifying  and  cleansing  of  cities  for  a 
special  wage.  It  would  be  open  to  school 
drop-outs  for  a  maximum  period  of  five 
years.  A  certificate  which  would  assist  in 
gaining  employment  would  be  given  to 
satisfactory  volunteers. 


Church  loan  fund  resumes 
after  18-month  moratorium 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  (UMDF) 
has  resumed  making  loans  to  churches 
after  a  moratorium  of  18  months. 

"Our  funds  were  down' for  awhilej  but  I 
think  we  have  turned  the  comer,"  said 
George  Williams,  UMDF  director.  "We 
now  have  $3.7  million  in  available  funds 
but  some  of  it  constitutes  the  required 
reserves." 


Devotional  writers  solicited  in  scheme 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  fraudulent 
scheme  to  solicit  money  from  writers  of 
daily  devotions  for  The  Upper  Room  has 
prompted  the  magazine  to  cease  iden¬ 
tifying  writers  by  hometown. 

Mary  Lou  Redding,  managing  editor, 
said  a  highly  organized  scheme  was 
uncovered  in  India.  “We  had  to  take 
some  action." 

According  to  Ms.  Redding,  identical, 
handwritten  letters  were  sent  to  writers 
in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  beginning  early  in 
1979.  Written  over  the  signature  of  a 
woman  whose  first  name  was  "Mary,” 
the  letters  had  a  return  address  in 
Andhrapradesh,  S.  India.  "Mary"  began 
her  letters  by  identifying  herself  as  a 
"young  Indian  Christian  girl"  with  a 
brother  named  Solomon.  She  told  of  her 
mother’s  conversion  to  Christianity  and 
the  resulting  persecution.  She  and  her 

Montana  homes 
suits  settled 

BOZEMAN,  Mont.  (UMNS)  -  An 
agreement  maintaining  ties  between 
United  Methodism’s  Yellowstone  Annual 
Conference  and  a  hospital  and  retire¬ 
ment  home  here  was  signed  this  month 
by  Montana  District  Judge  Peter  G. 
Meloy. 

The  agreement  settles  litigation  dating 
from  the  spring  of  1978  when  10  of  the  13 
trustees  of  the  Bozeman  Deaconess 
Foundation  voted  to  sever  ties  with  the 
conference.  The  foundation  operates  the 
Hillcrest  Retirement  Home  and 
Deaconess  Hospital  here. 

Under  the  settlement,  seven  of  the  13 
trustees  will  be  United  Methodists  and 
the  foundation’s  assets  are  protected 
from  attachment  in  any  future  lawsuit 
against  the  conference  or  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  "trust  clause" 
relating  the  properties  to  United  Method¬ 
ism  is  retained,  the  presence  of  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  from  Bozeman  on  the 
board  is  assured,  and  the  conference  will 
be  involved  in  the  election  of  the  trustees. 

At  the  time  of  the  action  to  sever 
connections  with  the  annual  conference 
the  10  trustees  said  they  wanted  "to 
remove  the  last  trappings  of  church- 
related  ties"  because  of  lawsuits  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  involving  the  bankrupt  Pacific 
Homes  retirement  network. 

All  the  suits  eventually  were 
consolidated.  In  late  December.  Judge 
Meloy  ruled  United  Methodism  as  a 
denomination  was  not  a  "jural  entity 
capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,"  and 
dismissed  the  denomination  from  the 
suit. 


brother  might  have  to  quit  school  soon, 
she  continued,  because  of  poverty  and 
poor  conditions  of  life:  low  wages,  lack  of 
food,  and  disease.  "My  mother  told  us,  if 
we  pray  God  He  will  help  us  to  continue 
our  studies  and  relieve  us  from  all  our 
troubles  by  sending  help  through  His 
children.  My  brother  and  myself  are 
very  much  praying.  We  request  you  to 
pray  for  us  and  help  us  through  prayer. 
Please  ask  all  our  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  there  to  pray  for  us  and  help  us 
through  prayer.  We  believe  prayer  can 
change  all  things.  Hope  to  hear  from  you 
real  soon." 

While  the  letters  did  not  directly  ask 
for  money,  Ms.  Redding  said  several 


writers  admitted  they  had  given.  Often 
the  writers  received  second  letters,  all 
handwritten,  all  identical,  telling  of  a 
cyclone,  death  of  cattle,  destruction  of 
crops  and  the  collapse  of  their  home. 

Through  the  editor  of  an  edition  of  The 
Upper  Room  in  India,  the  case  was  inves¬ 
tigated.  It  was  found  that  the  scheme  had 
been  developed  by  a  man  and  a  male 
relative.  The  man,  an  inactive  Christian 
living  in  a  Brahmin  neighborhood,  has 
two  children,  Mary  and  Solomon.  The 
mailing  address  on  the  letters  belonged 
to  a  business  three  doors  away  from  his 
home.  Through  an  “arrangement"  with 
the  mail  carrier  he  received  any  letters 
addressed  to  his  children. 


—  Book  Review  — 


‘Habitat’  story  joy  to  share 


"Love  in  the  Mortar  Joints"  by  Millard 
Fuller  and  Diane  Scott;  Association 
Press/Follett  Publishing  Company,  Chi¬ 
cago;  c.  1980,  Paperback,  $4.95. 

By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 

Let  me  give  you  fair  notice:  I  like  this 
book!  How  much  do  I  like  it?  Enough  to 
send  off  for  45  copies  so  that  I  could  offer 
them  as  Christmas  presents  to  every 
member  of  our  church’s  administrative 
board. 

Why  am  I  so  sold  on  it? 

For  one  thing,  it  is  so  well  written  that 
reading  it  was  a  joy.  And  scattered 
through  were  perhaps  a  score  of  pas¬ 
sages  that  I  found  deeply  moving.  A  dash 
of  humor  was  there,  too.  Who  could  not 
smile  upon  reading  how  Millard  got  in 
touch  with  the  young  woman  who  would 
become  his  wife? 

Beyond  all  that,  I  found  here  two  highly 
significant  stories  beautifully  interwoven 
for  one  modest  price. 

One  story  tells  of  the  origin,  growth 
and  development  of  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity  of  which  Millard  Fuller  is  the 
executive  director.  Habitat  traces  its 
roots  to  some  modest  homes  constructed 
near  Americus,  Georgia,  in  1968.  Its  aim 
and  motto  is:  "A  Decent  House  in  a  De¬ 
cent  Community  for  God's  People  in 
Need.”  Today  it  has  "sponsored  pro¬ 
jects"  in  Zaire,  Uganda  and  Guatemala 
and  "affiliated  projects”  in  about  a 
dozen  communities  in  the  U.S.  Poor 
people  find  Habitat  homes  affordable  be¬ 
cause  there  is  no  mark-up  for  profit  and 
no  interest  is  charged. 

Habitat  has  a  broadly  interdenomina¬ 
tional  board  of  directors,  including 
United  Methodists.  Two  of  its  projects 
are  currently  listed  among  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Advance  Specials  (Zaire,  #198528-2 


and  Guatemala,  #516527-3).  In  Guat¬ 
emala,  $1,500  will  pay  for  one  house. 

Interwoven  with  the  story  of  Habitat  is 
an  account  of  Mr.  Fuller’s  own  personal 
pilgrimage.  Early  on  we  find  his  con¬ 
siderable  energy  and  talent  dedicated  to 
making  money  —  and  the  more  the 
better.  As  a  senior  in  law  school  Mr. 
Fuller’s  various  business  ventures 
brought  him  $50,000.  Four  years  out  of 
law  school  he  was  worth  a  million 
dollars.  He  moved  decisively  to  buy  "the 
good  life":  gorgeous  home  on  a  twenty- 
acre  spread,  swimming  pool,  saddle 
horses,  three  cattle  farms,  two  speed¬ 
boats,  lakeside  cabin,  etc. 

Within  a  relatively  short  span  of  time 
Mr.  Fuller  adopted  radically  different 
goals.  You  will  sense  the  change  from  an 
incident  he  recalls.  A  pastor  friend  asked 
him  to  preach  at  a  large  and  prestigious 
church.  A  few  days  before  the  agreed- 
upon-date  the  pastor  saw  Mr.  Fuller  and 
announced  with  a  chuckle,  "I  just 
thought  you  ought  to  know  that  I’ve  had  a 
couple  of  calls  from  parishioners  this 
week.  They’ve  learned  that  you  live  in 
this  scruffy  apartment,  and  they  aren’t 
sure  you  are  a  suitable  person  to  speak  in 
our  church!"  (p.  64). 

How  Millard  Fuller  got  from  point  A  to 
point  B  I  will  leave  to  you  to  find  out 
through  reading  his  book. 

Bruce  Larson,  now  pastor  of  the 
University  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Seattle,  Washington,  contributes  a 
foreword. 

Persons  wanting  to  contact  Habitat 
may  write  to:  Habitat  for  Humanity,  419 
W.  Church  St.,  Americus,  GA  31709. 

Bill  Sanford  is  pastor  of  the  Atwater 
UMC,  Atwater,  CA  (California-Nevada 
Conference). 
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Christian  differences 
deflect  main  message 


BALTIMORE  (RNS)  -  The  trouble 
with  ecumenical  dialogue,  a  Howard  Uni¬ 
versity  professor  told  a  gathering  here, 
is  that  the  participants  invariably  seek  to 
persuade  rather  than  to  be  persuaded. 

Despite  the  “titillation”  of  occasional 
ecumenical  prayer  meetings  like  the  an¬ 
nual  observance  sponsored  by  Maryland 
Churches  United,  denominational  com¬ 
petitiveness  over  “minute”  differences 
continues  to  deflect  many  people  from  the 
essential  Christian  message,  the  Rev. 
LeonE.  Wright  said. 

Dr.  Wright  referred  to  himself  as  “at 
one  end  of  the  spectrum”  of  the  religious 
leaders  who  shared  the  head  table  at  a 
luncheon  session  attended  by  about  450 
persons.  They  included  Baptists,  Metho¬ 
dists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians, 
Quakers,  Lutherans,  Roman  Catholics, 
Greek  Orthodox  and  the  Salvation  Army. 

The  speaker  had  kind  words  especially 


for  Archbishop  William  Borders,  one  of 
those  attending  clergymen  whom  he 
identified  as  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
theological  spectrum  from  himself,  and 
he  told  the  gathering: 

“There  is  no  substitute  ...  for  the 
Christian  church,  for  the  very 
remarkable  men  who  lead  you  ...  for 
their  amazing  dedication.” 

Dr.  Wright  then  cautioned  against  "the 
smugness  I  detect  in  the  Christian  church 
which  I  love."  He  said  this  insular  self- 
satisfaction  among  divided  Christians 
even  pervades  the  divinity  schools. 

Sometimes  new  divinity  students  are 
immediately  “brainwashed”  so  that  they 
are  separated  from  rather  than  drawn 
closer  to  the  “spiritual  formation  .  . 
Jesus  was  talking  about,”  the  speaker 
said.  Dr.  Wright  characterized  this 
proper  goal  of  Christians  as  “testifying 

what  we  have  sppp  ” 


NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  —  The  Rev.  Henri  J.  M.  Nouwen.  above,  a  Roman  Catholic 
theologian  at  Vale  University,  discusses  his  plans  to  give  up  his  teaching  position  at 
the  institution  “to  learn  from  being  with"  the  poor  in  Peru. 
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To  learn  from  poor 

Scholar  to  leave  Yale  for  Peru  parish  work 


NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  (RNS)  -  The 
Rev.  Henri  J.  M.  Nouwen  plans  to  give  up 
his  teaching  position  at  Yale  University 
“to  learn  from  being  with”  the  poor  in 
Peru. 

The  Roman  Catholic  priest,  one  of  the 
best  known  spiritual  teachers  in  the 
United  States,  will  leave  his  position  as 
professor  of  pastoral  theology  at  Yale 
Divinity  School  in  July. 

He  said  that  after  a  few  months  in  a 
Trappist  monastery  in  upstate  New 
York,  he  will  move  to  Lima,  Peru,  as  a 
guest  of  the  Maryknoll  missionaries  to 
“to  enter  fully  into  the  life  of  a  poor 
parish."  His  stay,  he  said,  will  be 
“indefinite." 

A  native  of  Holland,  Father  Nouwen, 
51,  has  published  a  dozen  books  in  the  last 
decade  —  with  such  titles  as  “The 
Wounded  Healer”  and  “Out  of  Solitude” 
—  that  have  become  standard  texts  for 


pastoral  training  in  Catholic  and 
Protestant  seminaries  throughout  the 
world. 

“Where  European  churches  have 
concentrated  on  theological  differences, 
American  churches  seem  to  bypass 
sacramental  arguments  and  concentrate 
more  on  doing  things  together.  Up  to 
now,  American  churches  have  asked 
questions  that  were  social.  Church 
leaders  have  been  planners  rather  than 
theologians;  being  a  good  Christian  and  a 
successful  American  seems  to  go  hand  in 
hand. 

“But  now,  for  the  first  time,  we  are 
dealing  with  a  crisis  between  being  an 
American  and  being  a  Christian.  That’s  a 
new  issue  —  that  your  Christian 
commitment  could  raise  value  questions 
about  your  nation’s  commitments,”  he 
said. 

What  he  learns  from  his  life  with  the 


poor  in  Peru  may  help  him  defuse  some 
North  American  fears  about  the  poor. 
Father  Nouwen  said. 

“We  are  frightened  of  the  poor,”  he 
noted.  “We  are  so  concerned  that 
someone  might  take  what  we  have  that 
we  build  up  an  enormous  wall  of  a 
defense  system  around  ourselves.  The 
injustices  of  hunger,  lack  of  shelter  and 
inequitable  distribution  are  intimately 
connected  with  the  arms  races,”  he  said. 

“I  want  to  help  open  people’s  eyes  to 
this  in  a  way  which  allows  them  to 
respond  creatively.  A  response  from  fear 
is  always  hesitant,  guilt-ridden  and 
anxious.  Instead,  we  must  respond  out  of 
love,  realizing  that  we  have  gifts  to  be 
shared.” 

“It  seems  we  live  on  a  scarcity 
principle,”  he  continued.  “We  think  that 
when  you  give  something  away,  you  have 
less.  Whatever  it  is  —  knowledge,  love. 


care  —  we  think  that  the  more  you  give 
away,  the  less  you  have.  That  sounds 
very  logical,  but  it’s  wrong. 

“In  the  order  of  faith,  it’s  wrong.  If  you 
give  away  all  that  you  have,  there  will  be 
more.  That’s  something  we  haven’t 
learned  to  believe  —  that  the  abundance 
of  goodness  and  truth  and  knowledge  that 
God  gives  us  will  be  revealed  to  us  when 
we  give  it  away. 

“Jesus  said  give,  give  everything 
away,  give  it  all  away.  I  wish  we  could  do 
this  as  churches.  The  church  shouldn't 
always  be  concerned  about  surviving. 
Give  your  life  away,  and  it  will  multiply. 
Like  a  seed  planted  in  the  ground,  a  life 
must  die  to  bring  forth  fruit. 

"That’s  where  the  great  witness  is  — 
living  lives  that  are  less  fearful:  more 
sharing,  less  hoarding;  more  giving,  less 
clinging. 


Prison  alternatives 
sought  by  churches, 
correction  officials 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  A  greater  percentage 
of  Americans  are  in  prison  than  the 
citizens  of  any  other  country  except 
South  Africa  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

Nevertheless,  the  crime  rate  keeps 
going  up  and  people  are  clamoring  for 
more  prisons,  noted  Charles  Colson,  the 
Watergate  figure  who  may  be  the  best 
known  ex-con  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Colson  spoke  here  to  700  persons  at 
the  annual  banquet  to  raise  support  for 
Riverside  House,  Miami’s  half-way 
facility  for  offenders. 

He  —  along  with  many  others  who  have 
looked  into  the  American  prison  system 
—  believes  that  there  has  to  be  a  better 
answer  than  prison  for  many  of  those 
now  incarcerated. 

He  recognizes  that  “there  is  no  easy 
answer,  no  simple  solution." 

But  he  agrees  with  Florida’s  Circuit 
Judge  Harry  W.  Fogle  who  holds  that  "50 
to  80  percent  of  the  people  in  prison  should 
not  be  there.  It  doesn’t  change  a  per¬ 
son’s  life  to  lock  him  up  like  an  animal. 

“There  should  be  an  alternative 
punishment  such  as  work  release,”  said 
Judge  Fogle,  of  Clearwater,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  task  force  on  criminal 
justice  for  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

Work,  whether  inside  a  prison  or 
outside,  definitely  should  be  a  part  of 
changing  the  criminal  justice  pattern, 
believes  Dr.  Frank  Blackburn,  a 
psychologist  and  United  Methodist  lay 
preacher  who  is  credited  with  changing 
the  image  of  what  was  known  as  the 
country’s  “bloodiest  prison.” 

“One  of  the  first  things  we  did  was  to 
institute  work  back  into  rehabilitation," 
said  the  warden  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary  at  Angola.  “I  feel  strongly 
that  work  is  therapy." 

“We  began  to  see  changes  when  we 
began  to  rely  heavily  on  inmate 
organizations,"  he  said.  There  are  more 


than  30  religious  groups,  Jaycees  and 
other  organizations.  There  also  are 
inmate-run  religious,  sports  and  other 
publications  and  a  radio  station  will  be  on 
the  air  in  six  months. 

Both  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches 
officially  have  urged  alternatives  to  im¬ 
prisonment  as  the  basis  for  revamping 
the  criminal  justice  system. 

Judge  Fogle  thinks  "we  ought  to  spend 
enormous  amounts  of  money  in  the  juve¬ 
nile  system  to  teach  them  about  law  and,  I 
hate  to  sound  that  corny,  to  instill  in  them 
the  love  of  family,  country  and  God.” 


Dr.  Blackburn  Mr.  Colson 

“Morals  and  ethics  should  be  taught  in 
the  elementary  school  and  we  ought  to  do 
everything  we  can  to  strengthen 
families,”  said  the  chief  judge  of  the 
sixth  circuit.  He  sees  the  economic 
situation  that  forced  both  parents  to  work 
as  having  “a  direct  relationship  to  the 
increase  in  crime." 

Mr.  Colson  said  Christians  must  share 
the  blame  for  the  problems  because  they 
have  not  gotten  involved  to  help  provide 
the  kind  of  answers  that  really  stand  a 
chance  of  working. 

In  addition,  Judge  Fogle  said  churches 
should  consider  “providing  places  where 
families  could  sleep  and  eat  and  stay 
awhile  when  they  visit  relatives  in 
prison;  establishing  refuges  for  battered 
wives  and  children;  or  such  simple 
things  as  providing  a  library  for  prisons 
and  jails.” 


Two  trees  of  Jerusalem  intimate  companions  of  Christ’s  passion 


By  Bill  Clark 

Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 
JERUSALEM  —  Of  the  trees  that  grow  upon 
these  Judean  Hills,  two  are  intimate  companions 
in  the  story  of  Christ’s  Passion. 

One  is  a  supple  and  brillant  vernal  bouquet; 
the  other  is  somber  and  brooding  in  its  great  age. 
Both  can  be  instruments  of  great  suffering. 

Ironically,  the  tree  in  spectacular  springtime 
blossom  is  closely  associated  with  treachery, 
madness  and  suicide.  Its  pretty,  rose-colored 
bjossoms  belie  its  sad  history. 

-  'Christian  tradition  has  asserted  for  many 
centuries  that  the  Cercis  Siliquastrum  is  the 
Judas  tree,  and  there  are  several  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  the  tradition  is  valid.  Distributed 
throughout  most  of  Israel,  the  Judas  tree  is  most 
often  found  in  the  valleys  and  north  slopes  of 
hillsides  in  the  Jerusalem  area. 

One  can  only  speculate,  for  the  gospels  do  not 
offer  details  of  the  incident,  but  it  seems 


probable  that  a  frightened  and  guilt-ridden 
Judas  walked  east  from  Jerusalem  after 
throwing  away  his  blood  money.  East,  through 
the  Golden  Gate,  and  out  of  the  city.  East,  he 
walked,  and  down  into  the  melancholy  Valley  of 
Kidron  where  lies  the  remains  of  Absalom, 
David’s  treacherous  son.  East,  to  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane,  where  he  had  betrayed  Jesus  only 
a  few  hours  before. 

Here,  in  the  valley  garden  between  the  Temple 
Mount  and  the  Mount  of  Olives,  may  have  been  a 
Cercis  Siliquastrum. 

And  in  the  early  light  of  morning,  when  Christ 
was  being  tormented  by  the  Romans  outside  the 
Praetorium,  Judas  may  have  recalled  the  words 
of  Jesus  who,  but  a  few  hours  earlier,  said,  “but 
woe  unto  that  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is 
betrayed!  It  had  been  good  for  that  man  if  he  had 
not  been  born.”  (Matthew  26: 24). 

Perhaps  Judas  chose  this  tree  because  it  was 
strong  when  he  was  weak.  As  Judas  hung  from 


this  tree,  branches  of  another  began  their  part  in 
the  Passion  drama. 

This  second  tree  is  the  Ziziphus  Apina-Christi, 
the  Christ-thorn  tree,  known  in  Hebrew  a 
“Sheyzaf.”  From  its  branches,  “the  soldiers 
plaited  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  put  it  on  his  head, 
and  then  put  on  him  a  purple  robe,  and  said,  Hail, 
King  of  the  Jews!  and  they  smote  him  with  their 
hands.”  (John  19:2,3). 

Like  the  Judas  tree,  the  Christ-thorn  is  found 
throughout  much  of  Israel,  most  commonly  in 
the  protection  of  valleys  and  warmer  regions  of 
the  country.  But  unlike  the  Judas  tree,  the 
Christ-thorn  is  modest.  Its  springtime  garlands 
are  but  tiny  yellow-green  blossoms,  barely  a 
half-inch  across. 

What  the  Christ-thorn  lacks  in  seasonal 
splendor,  it  compensates  with  enduring  strength. 
This  tree  is  one  of  the  most  long-lived  in  the 
world,  with  a  life  span  occasionally  exceeding  a 
thousand  years. 


The  “thorns”  of  the  Christ-thorn,  incidentally, 
are  not  the  common  thorns  of  rose  or  blackberry 
bushes.  Rather,  they  are  hard,  and  sharply 
pointed  stipules  —  small  botanical  organs  which 
grow  at  the  base  of  each  leaf.  Two  stipules  grow 
beside  each  other.  Commonly,  one  is  straight, 
like  a  needle,  and  the  other  is  curved,  like  a  fish 
hook. 

Such  a  combination  can  inflict  a  painful  and 
disconcerting  wound  for  the  two  can  work 
against  each  other  —  when  the  hooked  thorn 
becomes  stuck  in  flesh,  the  straight  thorn  serves 
as  an  external  barb,  making  it  difficult  to 
remove  the  inbedded  point. 

The  thorns  commonly  grow  on  shoots  that  are 
about  a  quarter  inch  in  diameter.  These  shoots 
are  flexible  and,  if  the  thorns  are  avoided,  can 
easily  be  fashioned  into  a  crown.  It  must  have 
been  precisely  what  the  Roman  soldiers  wanted 
when  they  chose  to  mock  Jesus  and  torture  him. 

Although  lacking  in  vernal  splendor,  the 


Christ-thorn  does  have  summer  fruitfulness. 
Once  the  tiny  flowers  are  pollinated  by  insects,  a 
small  fruit  grows.  It  is  a  little  sphere,  no  larger 
than  a  grape,  but  with  a  large  seed.  And  although 
this  fruit  is  not  very  sweet,  it  is  edible  and  is 
known  to  sustain  shepherds  and  hermits  who 
wander  about  the  mountains. 

Like  the  Judas  tree,  the  Christ-thorn  sinks  a 
deep  taproot.  Because  of  this,  they  are  often  left 
standing  in  cultivated  fields  for  the  effort  of 
removing  them  is  considerable.  Thus,  they  are 
scattered  throughout  the  land,  serving  as  shade 
and  nesting  places  for  many  animals  and  birds. 

One  specimen,  located  at  En  Hatzevah,  about 
80  kilometers  south  of  the  Dead  Sea,  is  well  over 
a  thousand  years  of  age  and  is  protected  as  one  of 
Israel’s  living  natural  treasures.  A  sign  at  the 
base  of  this  ancient  giant  admonishes  the 
traveler  who  lingers  beside  its  gnarled  trunk: 
“Respect  the  face  of  age”  —  an  old  Talmudic 
saying  —  as  old,  perhaps,  as  the  tree  itself. 


Survey  finds  Americans 
liberal  on  some  issues 


HOUSTON  (RNS)  -  Despite  the 
conservative  sweep  of  the  1980  elections, 
a  noted  Catholic  priest-sociologist  finds 
the  American  people  overwhelmingly 
liberal  on  such  issues  as  abortion, 
pornography  and  homosexuality. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Greeley,  program 
!  director  of  the  National  Opinion 
!  Research  Center  in  Chicago,  also  says 
I  the  power  of  groups  like  the  Moral 
'  Majority  is  more  media  creation  than 
!  objective  reality. 

He  voiced  these  opinions  in  an  inter¬ 
view  while  here  to  lecture  on  preaching 
at  Rice  University. 

“The  Moral  Majority  is  no  majority,” 
,  Father  Greeley  said.  “The  evidence  we 
have  suggests  that  on  a  lot  of  its  opinions 
it  represents  a  very  small  minority  of  the 
American  society.  I  can’t  see  this  as  a 
major  development  or  a  major  threat  to 
our  society.” 

;  To  a  considerable  extent,  the 
;  sociologist  said,  “the  Moral  Majority  is  a 
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Fill  in  the  blanks  of  the  following 
words;  all  having  to  do  with  Easter, 
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media  phenomenon.  The  national  media 
discovered  it  and  made  it  the  new  bogey¬ 
man,  just  as  they  did  Joe  McCarthy  in  the 
early  1950s.”  He  estimated  that  the  move¬ 
ment  “represents  substantially  less  than 
10  percent  of  the  American  population.” 

The  sociologist  asserted  that  “some  95 
to  96  percent  of  the  people  in  this  country 
approve  of  abortion  in  some  forms.”  He 
maintained  that  an  anti-abortion  amend¬ 
ment  would  only  be  adopted  if  it  were 
strictly  limited  to  outlawing  abortion  as  a 
means  of  birth  control  or  banning  abor¬ 
tion  after  the  first  trimester. 

According  to  Father  Greeley,  “the  only 
group  in  American  society  where  you  can 
get  a  very  large  opposition  to  abortion  is 
among  the  black  Baptists.  Black  Baptists 
are  much  more  likely  to  oppose  abortion 
than  Catholics.” 

He  said  “the  number  of  Americans  up¬ 
set  about  pornography  is  very  slender.” 

On  other  issues,  the  sociologist  said. 
“Americans  are  very  tolerant  of  homo¬ 
sexuals.  They  are  tolerant  of  divorce. 
They  are  extremely  tolerant  of  premari¬ 
tal  sex,  but  not  of  extramarital  sex.” 

Anti-Semitism 
publicity  rapped 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  The  Los  An¬ 
geles  County  Commission  on  Human  Rela¬ 
tions,  reporting  a  dramatic  recent  increase 
in  destructive  anti-Semitic  acts,  has  urged 
school  districts  to  intensify  human  rela¬ 
tions  instruction  in  classrooms. 

After  a  relatively  “quiet”  February  in 
terms  of  incidents,  however,  the  timing 
of  the  study’s  release  to  the  news  media 
was  questioned  by  one  commission 
member  and  an  official  with  the  Jewish 
Anti-Defamation  League. 

“The  more  you  point  at  it,  the  more  the 
kooks  want  to  get  on  TV,”  remarked 
Commissioner  Earl  Rains. 

Earlier,  before  television  news 
cameras,  County  Supervisor  Kenneth 
Hahn,  who  is  also  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  called  the  statistics  “shocking” 
and  said  it  was  a  problem  that  deserved 
broad  public  attention. 

The  commission’s  staff  study  listed  53 
incidents,  44  within  the  county,  in 
Southern  California  —  a  better  than  300 
per  cent  increase  over  the  15  anti-Semitic 
incidents  reported  in  calendar  year  1979. 


Eastern  Orthodoxy 
meets 

Western  Methodism 

ST.  PETERSBURG.  Fla.  —  The  Rev. 
Art  Hawley,  left,  pastor  of  Euclid  United 
Methodist  Church  here  welcomes  Father 
George  Pocheniuk  of  the  Ukranian 
Orthodox  Church  to  the  Euclid  facilities 
which  are  now  being  shared  each  Sunday 
morning. 

The  experiment  underway  here  finds 
the  Methodists  upstairs  worshipping  in 
the  Anglo-American  tradition  of  their 
faith  and  downstairs,  parishioners  of  St. 
Mary’s  hear  the  ancient  Byzantine  Rite 
in  the  language  of  the  Ukraine. 

The  two  clergymen  have  much  in 
common  in  addition  to  using  the  same 
building,  according  to  an  article  in  the  St. 
Petersburg  Times.  Both  were  ordained 
late  in  life,  after  long  careers  in  business, 
describe  themselves  as  “semi-retired." 

ST.  I*STERSBI  RG  TIMES 
STAFF  PHOTO 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Financial  plans  make  family  furious 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  husband  has  asked  me  to  write  you 
about  a  subject  that  has  been  upsetting 
us  both.  We  are  not  wealthy  people  at  all 
but  we  are  comfortable  and  will  have 
some  assets  to  will  when  we  die.  We  are 
now  in  our  seventies  and  in  poor  health. 

We  made  a  decision  a  number  of  years 
ago  that  we  would  not  leave  our  assets  to 
our  children  but  would  leave  for  them 
only  personal  things  for  family 
keepsakes.  We  have  set  aside  amounts 
for  our  grandchildren  for  their  college 
educations.  The  bulk  of  our  estate  we 
have  willed  to  our  church  and  to  some 
other  charity  groups  for  scholarship 
funds  —  a  lifetime  interest. 

Our  children  recently  learned  of  our 
plans  and  they  are  furious  with  us.  They 
are  all  doing  very  fine  financially.  One  of 
our  sons  said,  “One  never  has  too  much 


money."  One  daughter  said,  "To  disown 
your  own  children  is  a  terrible  insult .  ” 
We  were  surprised  and  hurt  at  this 
violent  reaction  as  they  are  all  church 
people  and  believe  in  all  the  causes  we 
are  remembering  in  our  will.  Now  we 
wonder  if  we  should  change  our  will  to 
keep  family  peace  Or  should  we 
continue  to  do  what  we  think  is  right  and 
what  we  want  to  do?  We'd  like  your 
opinion. 

Mrs.  A.  C. 

Dear  Mrs.  A.  C.: 

It  is  your  money  and  you  should  do  with 
it  what  you  believe  is  right  and  what  you 
most  want  to  do  —  just  as  you  use  your 
money  and  goods  now.  You  could  have 
saved  yourself  this  uncomfortable 
confrontation  if  you  had  kept  the  contents 
of  your  will  a  private  matter  until  after 
your  deaths.  This  saves  a  lot  of 


discussion ! 

Greed  is  no  stranger  to  Christians  — 
just  as  we  are  capable  of  all  kinds  of  sin 
so  we  are  greedy.  Attitudes  toward 
money  are  frequently  quite  uninformed 
by  Christian  conscience  or  principle.  Any 
thoughtful,  caring  Christian  would  be 
delighted  by  your  choices  of  will 
recipients.  Perhaps  some  day  your 
children  and  grandchildren  will  express 
great  pride  in  the  work  accomplished  by 
your  generosity.  Let  us  pray  for  them  all. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Although  individual  letters  cannot 
be  answered,  questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
" Dear  Deborah ”  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


Ethnic  bias 
opposed 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  A  coalition  of 
15  agencies  that  operate  private  schools 
has  urged  that  any  tuition  tax-credit 
legislation  enacted  by  Congress  exclude 
parents  of  children  attending  schools 
that  are  ethnically  discriminatory. 

In  a  statement  the  Council  for 
American  Private  Education  (CAPE) 
said,  “We  urge  the  enactment  of  a  tax- 
credit  law  that  has  the  necessary 
protections  to  insure  that  none  of  the 
benefits  thereof  inures  to  the  advantage 
of  parents  wrho  choose  to  educate  their 
children  in  institutions  which 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color  or 
national  origin.  Without  such 
protections,  the  council  cannot  support 
this  legislation.” 

CAPE  member  organizations  are  the 
American  Lutheran  Church,  American 
Montessori  Society,  Association  of 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches, 
Association  of  Military  Colleges  and 
Schools  of  the  U.S.,  Christian  Schools 
International,  Friends  Council  on 
Education,  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod,  National  Association  of  Episcopal 
Schools. 

Also,  National  Association  of  In¬ 
dependent  Schools,  National  Association 
of  Private  Schools  for  Exceptional 
Children,  National  Catholic  Educational 
Association,  National  Society  for  Hebrew 
Day  Schools.  Seventh-day  Adventist 
Board  of  Education  K-12,  Solomon 
Schechter  Day  School  Association,  and 
the  United  States  Catholic  Conference. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Alleluia 

By  ELIZABETH  M.  ADAMS 

Alleluia  music  runs  liquid  through  the 
dawn 

The  stone  of  sorrow  has  been  rolled 
away. 

A  breathless,  pulsing  triumph  fills  the  air 

The  sun  has  risen  on  His  Easter  day! 

Fold  up  the  purple  garments  of  the  dead 

Forget  the  waiting  hours  on  Calvary’s 
height. 

Alleluia !  He  has  risen  as  He  said  — 

Behold  the  blinding  glory  of  His  might ! 
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By  TERREL  DEVILLE. 

Executive  Director 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  reflect 
upon  our  service  record  for  1980.  I 
believe  it  is  one  of  which  we  can  be 
justifiably  proud.  Please  be  aware  that 
when  I  use  the  terms  “our"  and  “we" 
that  I  am  referring  to  you  as  well  as  those 
of  us  here  on  staff.  This  is  because  you 
are  a  part  of  our  team.  Without  the 
support  of  our  many  friends  like  you,  our 
efforts  would  be  quite  feeble  indeed. 

During  1980  we  received  a  total  of  208 
inquiries  for  service.  In  spite  of  our 
emergency  shelter  and  evaluation 
houses  being  closed  3  months  for 
renovation,  we  were  still  able  to  provide 
emergency  shelter  for  45  children.  We 
also  brought  34  children  into  care  for 
evaluation  purposes. 

Out  of  the  34  children  evaluated  for 
residential  care,  29  were  admitted  to  the 
residential  program.  During  the  year,  we 
released  32  children  from  residential 
care.  Out  of  this  total,  17  returned  home 
or  to  relatives,  3  went  to  a  foster  home, 
and  2  entered  our  continuing  education 
program.  This  accounts  for  69%  of  those 
released.  It  was  necessary  for  the 
remaining  10  children  to  enter  various 
types  of  more  structured  and  controlled 


settings. 

Looking  at  total  days  of  care,  we 
provided  17,602  days  in  the  residential 
group  care  program,  556  days  of 
emergency  care,  and  548  days  of 
evaluation  services.  The  total  days  for  all 
types  of  care  was  19,968. 

All  of  this  care  was  provided  at  a 
surprisingly  low  cost,  especially  w'hen 
you  consider  the  quality  of  service 
provided.  The  cost  for  each  day  of  care  in 
the  emergency  shelter  and  evaluation 
programs  was  $35.87  while  the  per  diem 
cost  of  residential  group  care  was  $35.40. 
Once  again  I  would  ask  you  to  compare 
these  figures  to  the  cost  of  a  motel  room 
for  one  night.  Besides  providing  a  bed  we 
are  providing  for  all  basic  physical  needs 
as  well  as  the  opportunity  for  education, 
social  adjustment,  and  Christian 
nurture. 

I  trust  that  the  above  information 
comes  across  to  you  as  being  more  than  a 
record  of  facts  and  figures,  as 
impressive  as  these  figures  might  be. 
Instead,  I  believe  that  what  we  have 
before  us  is  a  record  of  ministry.  And  as 
such,  it  cannot  be  measured  in  numbers. 
Its  true  worth  can  be  found  in  the 
difference  that  was  made  in  the  lives  of 
those  we  served.  And  for  that,  we  can  be 
proud  and  grateful  at  the  same  time. 


Valentine  Dance 


A  Word  about  Sponsorships 


One  of  the  very  important  sources  of 
MCH  funding  is  the  sponsorship 
program.  This  program  began  many 
years  ago  when  the  agency  was  known  as 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage.  In 
those  days,  sponsoring  groups  or 
individuals  would  often  assume  the 
entire  cost  of  care  for  individual 
children.  In  some  cases  the  sponsors 
became  "families”  for  the  orphaned 
child. 

Today  the  sponsor’s  role  has  changed 
due  to  die  change  in  services  provided  by 
the  agency.  At  MCH  we  are  now  working 
with  children,  most  of  whom  will  be 
returned  to  their  families  within  a 
reasonably  short  time  as  compared  to 

Continuing 
Education  Neivs 

Educational  opportunities  do  not  stop 
for  MCH  residents  once  they  graduate 
from  high  school.  Through  several 
scholarship  trust  funds,  financial 
assistance  is  provided  for  students 
interested  in  college  or  vocational  school. 

Sharon  Andrus  is  a  freshman  at 
Louisiana  Tech.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Tech  Concert  Choir  and  holds 
a  music  scholarship. 

Mary  Kramer  recently  graduated 
from  Louisiana  Tech  in  medical  records 
administration.  She  now  resides  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi  where  she  is  night 
shift  supervisor  of  the  medical  records 
department  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center. 

Our  newest  student  in  a  continuing 
educational  program  is  Wayne 
Anderson.  He  is  attending  the  Ruston 
Vocational  Technical  School  where  he  is 
enrolled  in  a  drafting  program  which  he 
is  scheduled  to  complete  within  the  next 
10  months. 


the  days  when  children  literally  grew  up 
here.  The  increased  turnover  of  children 
as  well  as  the  increased  cost  of  providing 
the  necessary  therapeutic  services  to  our 
residents  has  called  for  a  new  approach 
to  the  sponsorship  program. 

We  still  encourage  sponsorships  as 
much  if  not  more  than  ever  before. 
However,  we  find  it  increasingly  difficult 
to  assign  individual  children  to 
particular  sponsors.  Instead,  we 
encourage  sponsors  to  assume  the 
sponsorship  of  designated  items  such  as 
food,  clothing,  weekly  allowances,  etc. 
Perhaps  our  Christmas  sponsorships  are 
the  most  well  known  and  widely 
supported  of  the  various  ones  available. 
This  past  Christmas  as  well  as  in 
previous  years  we  found  many 
individuals  and  organizations  eager  to 
assume  the  cost  of  Christmas  presents 
for  children  and  youth. 

We  are  always  willing  to  work  with 
sponsors  in  underwriting  any  area  of 
expenditure  in  our  program.  In  addition 
to  the  more  common  sponsorships 
already  mentioned,  there  are  several 
other  possibilities  for  consideration. 
Medical  costs  continue  to  be  a  major 
item  in  our  budget.  This  is  especially  true 
when  you  are  caring  for  as  many  older 
children  and  adolescents  as  we  currently 
have  in  our  care.  Maintenance  and  utility 
expenses  are  also  quite  a  large  part  of 
our  annual  cost  of  operation. 

To  be  as  plain  and  honest  as  possible, 
we  must  tell  you  that  any  way  you  choose 
to  support  our  budget  will  be  met  with 
enthusiasm  and  gratitude  on  our  part. 
We  not  only  seek  your  financial  aid  but 
we  sincerely  wish  to  give  you  the 
opportunity  to  feel  personally  involved  in 
this  important  work.  If  you  have  an  idea 
as  to  how  you  can  become  a  partner  in 
our  ministry  or  if  you  wish  to  obtain  a 
1981  listing  of  sponsorships,  please  write 
or  call  us.  We  are  anxious  to  talk  with 
you. 


Foster  Parents  Sought 
for  Older  Children 


Although  a  majority  of  the  children 
and  youth  in  the  MCH  residential 
program  will  eventually  be  returned  to 
their  families,  there  are  some  youngsters 
who  are  likely  candidates  for  foster  care. 
However,  most  of  these  children  are 
teenagers  or  pre-teens.  Unfortunately, 
almost  all  inquiries  received  concerning 
foster  care  are  made  by  persons 
interested  in  younger  children. 

In  the  meantime  there  remain  at  the 
agency  several  older  children  and  youth 
whose  particular  needs  could  be  met  best 
by  foster  families.  These  children  do  not 


need  the  structured  environment  nor  the 
intensive  services  offered  by  the  MCH 
residential  program.  Yet  they  continue 
to  reside  with  us  because  they  cannot  be 
returned  to  their  homes  due  to  various 
family  problems. 

If  you  would  be  interested  i  exploring 
the  possiblity  of  opening  your  home  and 
your  family  to  one  of  these  young  people 
you  are  encouraged  to  contact  social 
services  director,  Trudi  Portie  at  the  new 
MCH  mailing  address:  P.O.  Box  929, 
Ruston.  Or  better  yet,  you  may  call  (318) 
255-5020. 


February  14  was  celebrated  with  a  dance  in  the  gym  of  Holt  Activities  Center. 
Music  was  provided  by  80  West,  a  local  band.  Residents  and  staff  danced  to  a 
variety  of  music  from  country  and  western  to  good  old  rock. 


The  highlight  of  the  evening  was  the  crowning  of  the  Valentine  royalty,  an 
annual  event.  This  year’s  prince  and  princess  were  Arnold  Colvin,  and  Lori 
Vining.  while  King  and  Queen  were  Walter  West  and  Kim  Anderson. 


Memorial  Contributions  From  January  1, 1981  Through  March  6, 1981 


MRS.  RUTH  ADAMS:  Mns.  Hazel  G.  Wilson,  Bertie 
Mae  Greer 

MRS.  AINSWORTH  .  Mrs  Ri*y  Drane 
MS.  NANNIE  THOMPSON  ALLEN:  Russell  and 
Margie  Wink 

MR.  CHARLES  ARNOLD:  Charles  and  Mattie 
Gorman 

MS.  ESTELLA  ASHY:  Mr  4  Mrs  E.  F  Hindma 
MS.  KELLIE  AULT:  Lorraine  F.  Gordon 

MR.  EDWIN  BALDRIDGE.  JR.:  Pairs  and  Spares 
Class,  Rosa  Pearl  Fraser,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  D 
Hancock,  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Fred  Thomas,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A. 
M.  DeLacerda 

MR.  ARTHUR  BALTON:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Brieze  Rickerson 
MR.  HUEY  PIERCE  BANDY:  Mr  4  Mrs  Charles  Till 
MRS.  MARY  BANDY:  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Pollock,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  Till 
MRS.  RUBY  HUNT  BARKSDALE.  Mr  4  Mrs  R  P 
Volentine 

MRS.  VELDA  BARTON:  Methodist  Orphanage  Circle 
MR.  LAZ  BAUGHMAN:  Evelyn  4  Bo  Beauchamp. 

Mrs.  Gity  Barr,  the  Mitchell  Family 
MRS.  AUDREY  O.  BEASLEY:  Mr  Jimmy  T.  Ingram, 
Mrs.  T.  Z.  Brown 

MRS.  MINNIE  BEATTY’:  Mrs.  LaVelle Perryman 
MR.  GERALD  BEDSOLE:  Bill  and  Terri  Scott 
REV.  W.  H.  BENGTSON:  Mrs.  W  E  Bredehoeft,  Mr 
4  Mrs.  George  Rosentreter,  United  Methodist 
Women,  DeQuincy,  Mr  4  Mrs  J.  B  Etheridge, 
Jr..  Mr.  4  Mrs  S.  E  Lee,  Sr..  Mr  4  Mrs.  Ray 
Cooley.  Ms.  Janie  Etheridge 
MR.  ALLEN  BENNETT:  Norman  and  Marie  F.  Ellis 
MARY  LOU  BENNETTS  PARENTS:  Gladys  Young 
MR.  HENRY  BERNARD:  Mr,  4  Mrs  Scriven  Taylor 
and  Family 

MRS.  FLORENCE  BICKHAM:  Judge  and  Mrs.  Chris 
Bamette,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Kennedy  Morelock 
MR.  JAMES  RUEL  BODDIE,  SR.:  Mr  4  Mrs.  J.  F 
Whatley 

MR.  KELLY  BOLT:  J  B  and  Mary  Belle  Holstead 
MR.  W.  E.  "ELDER"  BOND:  The  Eddie  Gatlin 
Family 

MRS.  JIMMIE  BOOTH:  Mr  4  Mrs.B.  K.  West 
MRS.  BOSWELL:  Mrs  W  S  Hart 
MR.  RAY  BOYD:  Mr  4  Mrs  Vernon  Leach  and 
Debbie,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Eugene  Hill  and  Vicki,  Beth 
and  Frank  Hatch 

MRS.  ORAL  BRIDGES:  Gloria  and  Milford  Lay 
MR.  4  MRS.  OLLIE  BRIGGS:  Mr  L.  B  Brashier 
MR.  BARRY  BROUGHTON:  Sandra  and  Brette 
Powell 

MR.  GEORGE  W.  BROWN.  SR.:  Mr  4  Mrs  William 
Oglesby 

MR.  PAUL  BROWN:  Ball  United  Methodist  Church 
MR.  E.  D.  BRUNER.  SR.:  Mr  4  Mrs  C  P  Resweber, 
Port  Barre  United  Methodist  Church.  Port  Barre 
United  Methodist  Women 

DR.  CHARLES  BRUNT:  Drs  George  and  Ethel  Smith 
REV.  E.  L.  BUCK:  Mr  4  Mrs  C.  M.  McKenzie 
MR.  L  EWELL  BURK  HALTER:  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Thomas 
Carey.  The  Tyrus  Pendergrass  Family 
MR.  GATHEL  BURR:  Bill  and  Terri  Scott 
MR.  JAMES  BUSHER:  The  Denison  Family 
MRS.  GENIA  BUSHNELL:  United  Methodist  Women, 
Glenmora 

MR.  GUY  CAMPBELL:  Mr  4  Mrs  Jack  L  Holt,  Mrs 
Mary  Sue  Parks.  Paul  With  4  Cary  Sherrard  and 
Employees  of  Arcadia  Auto  Parts 
JOEENID  AND  JOECARRUTH:  Mrs  J  J  Camith 
MR.  WILLIAM  REED  CARSON:  Methodist 
Orphanage  Circle 

MR.  A.  V.  CARTER:  Mrs  J.  C.  Parker,  Mrs  T.  J. 
Gaudin,  Mr  4  Mrs.  A.  C.  Mayon,  Mr  4  Mrs  T.  A 
Carter  and  Family.  Miss  Alma  L.  Carter,  Alma  L. 
Carter 

MRS.  HETTIE  O.  CARTER:  Mrs  Arlton  Ouzts, 
Gladys  Howell,  Maude  Rhodes 
MR.  WALTON  W.  CARTER:  L aster  and  Aline  Bundy. 

Mr  4  Mrs.  John  W  Stratton 
MRS.  EVA  GIBSON  MITCHELL  CARVER: 
Fellowship  Sunday  School  Class.  Herman  and 
A  vice  Wilder 

MR.  LAWRENCE  AA.  CASTON.  SR::  Bill  and  Terri 
Scott 

MR.  WILLIAM  F.  CHAPMAN:  Mr  4  Mrs  Joe  Estes. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Gordon  S.  Reynol* 

MRS.  DILLE  CHENNAULT:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Max  T 
Chennault 

DR.  JACK  CHRISTIAN :  Mr  4  Mrs.  E.  E  Ward 
MRS.  NANCY  GRAY  CLARY:  Ms  Reba  Boyd 


MRS.  LOUISE  CLEMENTS:  Mr  4  Mrs  J  R  Allen 
MR.  FOSTER  COLLINS:  Mrs  Robert  W.  Calvert 

MR.  H.  E.  CONERLY:  Mrs.  T  K.  Conerly 

MS.  JOHANNA  FABER  CONAWAY:  Love  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Women 

MR.  J.  R.  COOPER:  Mrs.  J  R  Cooper 
MR.  R.  M.  COX:  Mr.  4  Mis  R.  O  Machen.  Jr 
MR.  WTLLIAM  LYNN  CRAIG:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Nelson  Orr 
MR.  JOHN  CRAVEN:  Ms,  Riby  Drane 
MRS.  EDITH  CRICK:  Janie  Etheridge.  Mr.  4  Mrs 
Raymond  Taliaferro 

MRS.  MAUDE  DANCE:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Fred  Rogers 
MRS.  CLARA  DARNELL:  Mr.  4  Mrs,  Ralph  0.  Ward. 
Martha  Jolly 

MRS.  LILLIE  MAE  DAVIS:  Mr  Terrel  J.  DeVille.  Mr 
4  Mrs.  Jerry  Finley,  Virginia  and  Tom  Klock, 
Screven  and  A  W  Thompson,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Churchill 
and  Family,  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Noel  T.  Simmonds,  Mr.  4 
Mrs.  J.  M.  McLure,  Mrs.  Lillian  M.  Anderson,  Mrs. 
Eva  H.  Fisher,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Don  Valentine 
MR.  RUSS  DAY:  Mr  4  Mrs  H  W  Kelley 
MRS.  SARA  FLORENCE  COON  DEARMAN:  Screven 
and  A.  W.  Thompson 

MR.  MERRITT  DEARMAN:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Collins 
Thomas 

MR.  CLAUDE  DEMOSS  HI:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Collins 
Thomas 

MRS.  NELLIE  DOZIER:  Mr.  4  Mrs  H.  C.  Heame, 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Collins  Thomas 

MR.  MARLIN  DRAKE.  SR.:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Oree  Marsalis 
MR.  THAD  DYESS:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Roy  Gage.  Mr  4  Mrs 
Leon  Roberts,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  C  Jones 
MRS.  GLADYS  ECKERT:  Mr.  William  H.  Brown 
MR.  GEORGE  G.  EDWARDS:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Claude 
McCoy 

MR.  ROY  D.  EDWARDS:  Counseling  Center  of 
Louisiana  Tech 

MRS.  REBA  ENLOE:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  David  Fowler 
MR.  HARRY  EPPERSON:  Mr  4  Mrs  H  P  Volentine 
MRS.  ALICE  FITZGERALD:  Krotz Springs  Methodist 
Church 

MRS.  JOANN  FITZPARTICK:  Mrs  J  G  Jenkins 
MR.  ROBERT  EARL  FLETCHER:  Mr  4  Mrs.  J.  D 
Boston 

MR.  R.  S.  "RED”  FLY:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  G.  E  Peterson, 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Scriven  Taylor  and  Family 
MR.  WTLLIAM  L.  FOSTER:  Mrs.  Leona  Desadies 
MR.  O.  O.  FOWLER:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  Southerland, 
Mr  4  Mrs.B.  K.  West 

MR.  DALE  FRIEND:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  H.  Needham 
MR.  FINIS  J.  GAREE:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  M.  Callender 
MRS.  MAX  GARRETT.  SR. :  Miss  Mae  Jopes 

MR.  A.  R.  GARRETT:  Mr,  4  Mrs.  Riesell  Wink 
MRS.  BETTY  GERMAN:  Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hancock 
MRS.  EARLE  GREER  GLEASON:  Leola  Greer 

Felger 

MRS.  MAUDELL  GUSSON:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Fred  H. 
Belcher.  Jr. 

MRS.  LAWRENCE  GOLDEN:  Florence  T.  McKinnon 

MS.  MYRTLE  CURTIS  GRAVES:  Glenmora  United 
Methodist  Women 

MRS.  SYRENA  GREER:  Eros  Methodist  Church. 

Dorothy  Frasier.  Herman  and  A  vice  Wilder 
MRS.  J.  R.  GREER:  Mrs.  Joseph  Landreaux 

MR.  LEONARD  GRIG  SI  Y:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Kemey 
Sonnier 

MRS.  RLTH  GRIFFIN :  Clara  Lester  Class 
MRS.  IRA  HADDOCK:  Beacon  Light  Class 
MRS.  GEORGIA  HALL:  Methodist  Orphanage  Circle 
MRS.  HAZEL  HAMILTON:  Mrs  E  E.  Eaves.  Mrs. 
Burg  Waddell,  Mrs.  Bill  Lowrey 

MS.  EVA  HAMILTON:  Mr  4  Mrs.  W  D.  Ballard.  Jr. 
MR.  ••TOLER"  HANKS:  Mrs.  Thelma  Talbert 

MR.  4  MRS.  R.  E.  HAMMETT:  Mrs.  Olive  H. 
Breazeale 

MS.  GERRY  BAIRD  HARPER:  Helen  Harper 

MR.  JOE  I.  HARRIS:  Mrs.  Bill  Lowrey,  Mrs  Florence 
T  McKinnon.  Flo  4  Curtis  Eddy,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  John 
L.  Sly.  Ms.  Inez  Wansley,  W.  E.  Wansley,  Vivian 
United  Methodist  Men's  Bible  Class 
MR.  W.  S.  HART:  Mr  4  Mrs.  R.  B.  Swain.  Mr  4  Mrs 
Lee  McKnight,  Vivian  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Bible  Class 

MRS.  JANIE  HATCHER:  Mrs  Bill  Lowrey,  Bennie  M 
Hamilton,  Henry  and  Fay  Joyner.  Mr.  4  Mrs.  John 
L.  Sly 

MR.  J.  T.  HAYNES:  Mr  4  Mrs.  James  Southerland, 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Paul  Brinkman 

MRS.  ETA  HEBERT:  Thelma  Block,  Glenmora 
United  Methodist  Women 


Family  Night  Programs  Are  Popular 


A  long  established  and  popular  custom 
in  many  United  Methodist  Churches  was 
recently  put  into  practice  at  MCH  and 
has  been  met  with  a  warm  response  by 
residents  and  staff  alike.  Activities 
director,  Liz  Perry,  decided  it  was  time 
that  the  MCH  family  follow  the  tradition 
of  many  church  families  and  come 
together  once  for  “family  night.” 

The  first  program  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  January  25,  and  was  a 
country  and  western  evening.  Everyone 
gathered  at  Holt  Activities  Center  for  a 
chili  supper.  After  the  meal  the  activities 
centered  in  the  gym  where  staff  and  kids 
danced  to  country  and  western  music.  No 
one  had  an  excuse  for  not  dancing,  since 
lessons  in  country  dance  steps  were 
given  to  one  and  all. 

February’s  "family”  gathering 
consisted  of  an  evening  of  fun  and  games 
that  followed  a  meal  of  fried  chicken 
and  all  the  fixin’s.  Staff  and  residents  got 
a  chance  to  square  off  at  one  another 


across  the  volleyball  net.  Each  side 
claimed  victory  over  the  opponent. 

A  fried  catfish  supper  with 
entertainment  by  Covenant  Players 
provided  excitement  for  the  most  recent 
“family  night”  held  March  11th. 
Covenant  Players  is  a  religious  drama 
company  that  has  performing  units 
traveling  the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
several  foreign  countries.  The  “players” 
visit  to  MCH  is  the  third  one  in  recent 
years,  and  the  drama  group  was 
received  as  enthusiastically  this  time  as 
they  have  been  received  in  the  past.  The 
group  provided  a  program  of  light 
entertainment  that  was  drawn  to  a  close 
with  drama  of  a  religious  theme. 

These  family  night  programs  are  just 
one  more  way  in  which  MCH  is  seeking  to 
provide  a  wholesome  and  attractive 
lifestyle  to  its  residents,  while  at  the 
same  time  offering  a  well  structured 
environment  with  quality  therapeutic 
services. 


MRS.  RONALD  HELMER:  Bayou  Chicot  United 
Methodist  Church 

MRS.  GORDIE  A.  HERREN:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  L.  T  Frey 
MR.  HETHCOX:  Mrs  Gena  Hethcox 
MRS.  THOMAS  HIGHTOWER:  Rev  and  Mrs  Eskel 
Tatum 

MR.  4  MRS.  JOSEPH  HICKS:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Scott  Hicks 
MRS.  MARY  ELEANOR  HIGHTOWER:  Mrs  Lorris 
Wimberly 

MRS.  VICKIE  STEELE  HILL:  Mrs.  Mary  Gish 
Harvey 

MRS.  SHELBY  HILL:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Harold  Woods,  Jr 
MR.  PAUL  HODGES:  Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  Allen  Hodges 
MRS.  ELIZABETH  HOLLAND:  Virginia  Lorrain, 
Nucy  Nunez 

COL.  ROSCOE  C.  HOLLAND:  Mrs.  Roscoe  Holland 
CORLEY  AND  RUTH  HOLMAN:  Patsy  Holman 
Bearden  and  Family 

MR.  LEE  D.  HOOPER:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Billy  J  Puckett 
MRS.  JESSIE  HOLT:  Mr  4  Mrs  Bill  Boyette, 
Katherine  W  Bozeman 

MR.  MARC  HOFFPAUIR:  Clara  and  Samar  Simon 
MR.  OTIS  JACKSON  HORNE:  Mr  4  Mrs.  W  G. 
Tudor.  Mrs.  Nita  Garrett 

MR.  ARTHUR  WOODROW  HUDSON:  Mr.  4  Mrs. 
John  Pere 

MR.  CHARLES  HUMPHRIES:  Mr  4  Mrs  Floyd  B. 
James;  Mr  4  Mrs.  James  Fallin,  Mr.  Billy  R. 
Hahaffey.  Mr  4  Mrs.  L.  J.  Garrett,  First  National 
Bank,  Mr.  4  Mrs  Lawrency  W  Hines.  The  Ben 
James  Family.  Mr  4  Mrs.  Buster  Staggs  and 
Family.  Mr  4  Mrs.  F.  M.  Branch  and  Family,  Mr. 

4  Mrs.  Roger  Pemberton  and  Family,  Fowler 
Trucking.  Inc  ,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Douglas  Carter  and 
Sons,  Jack  Carolyn,  Robin,  and  Rachel 
Ensminger 

MR.  4  MRS.  C.  M.  HUTCHINSON.  SR  :  Mr  4  Mrs.  C. 
M.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 

MR.  JESSE  HUGH  IVY,  SR. :  Mrs.  C.  E  Tannehill  and 
Norphlet 

MRS.  ROBIN  JACOBS:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Fred  H  Belcher. 
Jr. 

MR.  ARTIS  D.  JACKSON:  Leon  and  Lorelle  Hebert, 
Mrs.  Jewel  Pugh,  Mrs.  Doris  P.  Holland 

MR.  4  MRS.  ROBERT  JACKSON:  Rc6S  and  Rookh 
McDonald  and  Family 

MRS.  ROSE  JE UN  ESSE :  Ms.  Jessica  Cranberry 

MS.  ERNESTINE  JOHNSON:  Mr  4  Mrs  Roy  L. 
Jones 

MR.  FRANK  JOHNSON:  Mr.  Joe  A.  Reeves,  Jr 
MR.  JOHN  W.  JOHNSTON:  United  Methodist  Women, 
Glenmora 

MR.  TOM  JOWERS:  Mrs.  Helen  L.  Adcock 
REV.  AND  MRS.  EDWIN  A.  KEASLER:  Mr.  4  Mrs. 
Aaron  C.  Greer 

MR.  PJAHLAD  KEDIA :  Mr  4  Mrs  P  Ray  Kedia 
MRS.  FRANK.  W.  KERKSIECK:  Louise  Ramke 

Milam 

MRS.  LULA  MAE  MULLOY  KERVIN:  Mr  4  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Julian 

MS.  EDESSA  KEYS:  Beacon  Light  Class 

MS.  SUE  ATKINSON  KING:  Mr.  David  T.  King 
MRS.  VORIS  KING:  Damon  4  Lillian,  Jack  4  Joanna, 
Richard  4  Linda,  Brian  Robinson 
MRS.  W.  H.  KLINE,  SR. :  Kathryn  D  Roddy 
MR.  CHARLES  LANCE:  Krotz  Springs  Methodist 
Church 

MR.  DOYLE  WAYNE  LANE:  Glenn  and  Nettie  Ogden 
MRS.  MARGARET  LAUGHMAN:  Mr  4  Mrs  Collins 
Thomas 

MR.  JOHN  LAUKKANEN:  Mr  4  Mrs  Jett  C.  Arthur. 
Jr. 

MRS.  ALLEN  H.  LEBLANC:  Mr  4  Mrs  William 
Brown 

MRS.  RUBY  LEGGETT:  Mrs.  J.  W  Welch,  Mr  4  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Williams 

MR.  BUD  LEWIS:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Harold  Woods.  Jr. 

MR.  LITTLE :  Mrs.  Ruby  Drane 
MRS.  SALUE  LONG:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  H  B  Winn  and 
Family 

MR.  JOSEPH  LONGO.  SR.:  Drs  George  and  Ethel 
Smith 

CHRISTINE  NOEL  LORENZ:  Mr.  4  Mrs  B  F. 
McGowin 

MR.  CORTEZ  LOWREY.  Mr  4  Mrs  Otis  Welch,  Mr 
4  Mrs.  O.  V.  White  and  Kay  White 
REV.  C.  R.  McCAMMON:  Mr.  G.  H.  Coffey,  Mr  4 
Mrs.  Stephen  Cordill,  Irene  and  John  Nichols 
MRS.  FANNIE  McCLENDON:  Mr.  4  Mrs  A.  A. 
Hickerson 

MRS.  GLADYS  McCLOY :  Mr.  4  Mrs  J  F.  Whatley 
MR.  JAMES McCRARY:  Mrs  Meryl  D  Harris 
MR.  JAMES  W.  MclNNIS:  Cold  Springs  Homemaker’s 
Club.  Mr  4  Mrs.  Joe  Kennith  Dixon 
MRS.  ELLEN  McKAY:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Jodie  Stout 
REV.  THERON  McKISSON:  Mr  4  Mrs  S.  E.  Lee,  Sr., 
Odom  Offshores  Survey,  Inc, 

MRS.  VENNIE  McLEAN :  Mr  4  Mrs  J  F  Whatley 
MR.  BENNIE  MADDEN:  Ms.  Kathryn  Berly,  Mrs. 
John  Berley 

MR.  GORDON  R.  MAGLONE:  Ella  B.  and  Gladys 
Young 

MS.  CHERR1E  MAJOR:  Billy  R.  Costello 

MS.  GLADYS  STRAIN  MERRILL:  Lorena  Sullivan, 
Bob  Weaver,  George  and  Billie  Lane 
MS.  IDA  MION :  Billy  R  Costel lo 
MR.  L.  F.  MINOR:  Mr.  4  Mrs  Robert  S.  Speight.  Sara 
Gentry 

MR.  DAVID  MITCHELL:  Mrs.  D  L  Oliver.  Mr  4 
Mrs.  Rissell  K.  Griffen,  Mr.  4  Mrs  R.  J  Heath 
MRS.  LAURA  MITCHELL:  Elsa  Haas  and  Family 
MRS.  MILDRED  MOORE:  Mrs.  C.  L.  Moore,  Mr  Tom 
Moore 

MR.  GEORGE  E.  MONCRIEF:  The  Pitts  Family, 
Doris  and  Frank  Pearce 

MR.  WILLIAM  MONROE:  Rheeand  Mike  Tinsley 
MR.  BERRICK  MORGAN:  Mrs  J  T  Headen 
DR.  J.  H.  MOSELEY:  Russell  and  Margie  Wink 
MR.  CECIL  MOSES:  Mrs  Lola  P  Mellor 
MRS.  GRACE  MURCHISON:  Mr  4  Mrs  W  A  Jones 
MRS.  MYRNA  HOOKS  NALL:  Krotz  Springs 
Methodist  Church 

MR.  NEAL:  Marie  E.  LaForge 

MRS.  S.  K.  NETHERY:  Charles  and  Beverly  Langford 

MS.  FRANCES  DICKENSON  NICHOLSON:  James 
and  Patsy  Biesenberger 


MR.  ROBERT  E.  NICHOLSON:  Mr  4  Mrs.  F  N. 
Gallaspy 

MS.  EDITH  P.  NOBLE:  DeAnn  and  Joe  Posey 
MRS.  EVA  NOLLE Y:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  J  W.  Davis 
MRS.  ROY  NUGENT:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Glyn  Maxwell 
MR.  O.  W.  ODOM.  SR. :  Mr  4  Mrs  L  T.  Frey 
MR.  EMMETT C.  ODOM:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  L.  T.  Frey 

MR.  WILLIAM  OGLESBY.  SR.:  Mr  4  Mrs.  William 
Oglesby,  Jr. 

MR.  HOMER  D.  OLIVER,  m :  Billy  R.  Costello 
MR.  J.  L.  ORR:  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 
MRS.  BEULAH  OSTROM:  Mrs.  Lee  McIntyre 
MR.  WALTER  REESE  OVERTON:  Mrs.  Carl  K. 
White,  Sr. 

MRS.  H.  A.  OXFORD.  Mr  4  Mrs  Robert  Denton 
MRS.  GERTRUDE  PARDUE:  Mr  4  Mrs.  M.  H. 
Kibler 

MRS.  TOM  PARDUE:  Mrs.  Mamie  V  Rose,  Dr  4 
Mrs.  Herbert  McPherson,  Jr.  Vivian  United 
Methodist  Men's  Bible  Class 

MR.  WILLIAM  PARKER:  Mrs  Margaret  Etheridge 

MS.  SUSIE  PAUL:  Glenn  and  Nettie  Ogden 

LT.  COL.  JAMES  PENNINGTON:  Maggie  Hinton, 
Louise  Sellers,  Marjorie  Langston,  Uncle  Jack  4 
Aunt  Maida 

MRS.  E.  D.  PEE:  Mr  4  Mrs  Frank  Speer,  Mrs. 
Thelma  White 

MRS.  JESSIE  PENINGER:  Ms.  Marion  P  Davis 
MS.  DEBORAH  PERRY:  Mrs.  D  R.  Richardson,  Mr. 

4  Mrs.  Roy  W.  McIntyre 

MRS.  MAMIE  PHILLIPS:  Mrs  Roscoe  C  Holland, 
Mrs.  Thelma  Talbert 

MRS.  EULA  PHILLY :  J  W  Lee  Bible  Class 

MR.  PETE  PIERCE:  Mr  4  Mrs  J.  S.  Bryant 

MS.  LAURA  POOLE:  Mr  4  Mrs.  G.  H.  Ogden 

MRS.  C.  W.  POSEY:  Ann  Greer.  Mrs.  Sophia  Cook, 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 

MR.  HAROLD  PULUAM:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Jones 

MRS.  JOHNNIE  RAMSAUR:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Dan  McDuff 
MRS.  "MUZY'  RAMffiY:  Mr  4  Mrs  Connie  Frizzell 
MR.  GEORGE  RAPE:  V  P  and  Gyl  Dalrymple 
MRS.  ANGELINA  REED:  Krotz  Springs  Methodist 
Church 

MRS.  LEASE  BAILEY  RICKERSON:  Mrs  J.  Howard 
Kelley  and  Family 

MRS.  CAROLINE  ROBERTS:  T  T.  Fields 
MR.  LARRY  ROBERTS:  Dr  4  Mrs.  Jack  B.  Colson 
MRS.  MARION  ROBERTS:  John  Miller  and  Johnny 
Muckleroy,  Jr. 

MR.  JOHN  T.  ROBISON:  United  Methodist  Women, 
Glenmora 

MRS.  BEATRICE  ROBINSON:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Prentice 
Joiner 

MRS.  NEVA  ROBINSON:  Newellton  Union  Church, 
Mrs.  Ruth  Lang 

MR.  JACK  L.  ROCKHOLD:  Mr.  4  Mrs  W.  G  Tudor 
MRS.  AMIE  ROGERS:  Mrs.  Ruby  Drane 
MR.  WALTER  L.  RUTLAND:  Mr  4  Mrs  Roy  D  Gage 
MR.  C.H.  RUSHING:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Ray  Maxwell,  Jr 
MRS.  LENA  RU9HNG :  Sybil  and  Glen  Robinson 
MR.  NORMAN  RUSHING:  Mrs.  Carl  K.  White,  Sr. 

MRS.  FLORENCE  SANDERS:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  J  B. 
Wallace 

MRS.  LESTER  SRAVER:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Fred  Alexius 
MRS.  ALICE  SCOTT:  KrotzSprings  Methodist  Church 
MR.  C.S.  SCOTT:  KrotzSprings  Methodist  Church 
MR.  V.  J.  SCOTT:  Dr  4  Mrs  Jack  B.  Golson 
MR.  SCOTT:  Mr  4  Mrs  Jack  Bond 
MR.  4  MRS.  JOHN  B.  SCROGGS:  Mr  4  Mrs  J.  A. 
Huddleston 

MR.  DAVID  VERNON  SELLERS:  Mr  Jett  C.  Arthur. 
Jr. 

MRS.  ANNIE  SHARP:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Keith  Yeager.  The 
Eddie  Gatlin  Family 

MR.  CHARLES  R.  SHAW.  SR.:  Mr  4  Mrs  William 
Oglesby 

MRS.  OLIVE  SHAW :  Charlie  and  Carolyn  Hortman 
MR.  GARLAND  SIMS:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Buddy  Sims,  Mr  4 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Reese.  Jr. 

MR.  RALPH  SIMS:  Beth  and  Frank  Hatch 
MR.  IVY  SIMMONS:  Mrs  G  L.  Bryant 
MR.  K.  C.  SIMMONS:  Mr  4  Mrs  G.  C.  Jeter 
MR.  L.  J.  SIMMONS:  Mrs  Mary  Sue  Colvin 
MR.  LEVY  SIMMONS:  Mr  4  Mrs  J.  S.  Bryant 
MRS.  NIVA  SLAVIK:  Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  E.  Ward 
MR.  JAMES  SMITH:  Beth  Hatch 

MR.  JULES  SOMPAYRAC:  Doug  McCoy 

MS.  MARGARETST.  AMANTS  BROTHER:  Gladys  4 
Ella  B.  Young 

MRS.  CLARA  MAE  STARNES:  Mrs.  L.  E.  Tisdale 
MR.  AUBREY  STEVENS:  Mr  4  Mrs.  S  L.  Barnes, 
Mr  4  Mrs  George  Montgomery,  Jr.,  Mr  4  Mrs. 
George  B  Montgomery,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Marvin 
Montgomery.  Mrs.  Julia  Montgomery,  Mr  4  Mrs. 
Billy  Pettway 

MRS.  MAGGIE  RUTH  STEWART:  Mr  4  Mrs. 
Graham  Stewart 

MRS.  BEULAH  STINE:  Oak  Park  Methodist  Men’s 
Club 

MRS.  BERTHA  R.  STEWART:  Clifford  and  Ted 
Stewart 

MR.  P.  R.  STRANGE:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Jones 
MR.  SYNIDER:  Ms  Riiry  W  Drane 

MR.  CARL  L.  THARPE:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Jerry  Hollowell 
MRS.  B.  C.  TAYLOR:  Judge  and  Mrs  Chris  Barnette, 

Clifford  and  Ted  Stewart 

MRS.  LOUISE  TAYLOR:  Mr  4  Mrs  Kendall  Heame 

MS.  SHER1E  TAYLOR:  Mr  4  Mrs.  William  Brown 
MS.  LOUISE  M  .  TERRY:  The  Pitts  Family 

MR.  EARL  THOMAS:  Mrs.  Vonciel  G.  Kickel 
MRS.  JEFF  THOMAS:  Henry  and  Geneva  Davis  , 
MRS.  NEVA  FOELTHOMAS:  Mrs.  J.  T.  Cook 
MRS.  THOMPSON :  Mr  4  Mrs.  James  R.  Beasley 

MS.  BENNIE  SUE  THORNE:  Mr  4  Mrs  James 
Balfour 

MR.  ALBERT  THORNHILL:  Mr  4  Mrs  Charles  Till 

MS.  DANIELL  L.  TO  WE  IX:  Mr  4  Mrs.  Sam  Boese, 
Jack  4  Joanna  Robinson 

MR.  4  MRS.  THEODORE  TRAHAN:  Mr  4  Mrs. 
Harry  Lusk 


“U  through  Z”  to  be  acknowledged  at  a 
later  date. 
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Headquarters  building  begun 

6 Once  in  a  lifetime  event 


A  host  of  United  Methodists,  from  across  the  whole  state,  was  present  to 
hear  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin’s  remarks  during  the  ground-breaking 
ceremonies.  Directly  behind  the  pick-up  truck,  which  held  the  piano  for  the 
worship  service,  one  can  see  the  familiar  outlines  of  the  Old  Governor’s 
Mansion. 


Turning  the  first  three  spades  of  dirt  simultaneously:  Governor  Dave 
Treen,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  and  Luther  Jordan.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  who  served  as  liturgist,  is  shown  in  the  background. 


Wendy  Ory,  Mrs.  J,  Walker  Smith,  and  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  II,  struggle 
‘manfully”  to  do  their  part  in  the  service. 


Governor  Dave  Treen,  himself  an 
active  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  assisted  with  the  ground¬ 
breaking  services  for  the  new  Area 
Headquarters  Building,  soon  to  be 
constructed  at  525  North  Blvd.,  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  governor  spoke  about  his  own 
personal  faith  and  the  importance  of  the 
witness  of  the  church  in  the  capital  city. 
He  also  talked  about  the  permanency  of 
the  church.  Treen  told  the  large  crowd, 
gathered  from  all  over  the  state,  that  this 
location  would  be  a  constant  witness  for 
what  the  church  stands  for  to  all  who 
pass  by. 

The  building  site,  located  directly 
across  from  the  Old  Governor’s  Mansion, 
and  only  a  short  distance  from  the 
Centroplex,  will  be  passed  by  almost  any 
tourist  who  comes  into  the  city;  and, 
located  in  the  downtown  business 
district,  it  will  be  an  asset  to  the  whole 
area. 

Governor  Treen  also  assisted  Bishop 
Shamblin  in  turning  the  first  spade  of 
dirt.  Following  the  services,  he  lingered 
for  a  while  to  visit  with  some  of  his  many 
acquaintances  from  churches  over  the 
state. 


Hi  Hi  Hi 


Dr.  Thomas  Matheny,  Conference 
Lay  Leader;  Mrs.  Amy  Ward, 
President  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries;  and  Mrs.  Helen  Brock,  Vice 
President  of  the  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women,  do  their  share  of 
breaking  ground  for  the  building. 


Hi  Hi  Hu 


A  view  of  those  who  participated  in  the  service.  Seated  on  the  front  row  are 
Dr.  Jones  Davis  and  Mr.  Bill  James,  representing  two  of  the  three  families 
who  helped  make  the  site  available.  On  the  back  row  are  Dr.  Luman 
Douglas,  Reverend  Carl  Wethers,  and  Reverend  A.  Jerome  Cain,  who 
represented  the  retired  ministers  of  the  conference. 


Mr.  Luther  Jordan,  chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee,  took  a  few 
minutes  during  the  ceremonies  to  share  his  feelings  with  fellow  United 
Methodists. 


A  view  of  the  site,  facing  toward  the  east.  In  the  background,  one  may  see 
the  Main  Postoffice,  located  a  block  away,  and  the  Baton  Rouge  Bank, 
directly  across  the  street,  one  of  several  major  banks  and  savings  and  loans 
institutions  in  the  area. 


Remarks  by 

Building 

Chairperson 

The  chairperson  of  the  Building 
Committee  for  the  new  headquarters 
building  is  Luther  Jordan,  Senior  Vice 
President  and  Senior  Trust  Officer  of 
Louisiana  National  Bank  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Jordan,  an  active  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
has  served  as  the  chairperson  since  the 
committee  was  formed.  Under  his 
leadership,  the  site  was  selected  and 
purchased;  an  architect  was  secured  and 
the  plans  were  drawn;  arrangements 
were  made  for  construction,  and 
financing  was  developed  so  that  the 
project  can  be  completed  in  good  time. 

Other  members  of  the  committee  are: 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  secretary;  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  Jr.;  Dr.  Richard  Hill;  Dr. 
Thomas  Matheny;  Dr.  Leon  Netterville; 
Mrs.  Amy  Ward;  Mr.  Paul  D.  White;  and 
Dr.  Harvey  Williamson. 

In  his  remarks  during  the  ceremony, 
Jordan  expressed  his  appreciation  to  the 
three  families  that  made  sizeable 
donations  so  that  the  building  site  could 
be  acquired.  Dr.  Jones  Davis,  one  of  the 
donors,  was  present  and  assisted  with  the 
breaking  of  ground.  Bill  James  and  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love  represented  the  T.  L. 
James  family;  and  though  a 
representative  was  not  able  to  be 
present,  the  Frost  Foundation  was 
mentioned  by  Jordan  for  their 
contribution  to  the  site.  Each  of  the  three 
families  and  Jordan  were  presented  with 
framed  pictures  of  the  architect’s 
conception  of  the  new  building 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  Jordan,  right,  visit  with  the  architect  and  his  wife, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hughes. 


borne  ol  the  hardest  working  diggers  did  not  have  their  names  on  the 
program,  but  that  did  not  dampen  their  ardor.  Ferdonna  and  Margaret 


Singing  the  final  hymn,  ”The  Church’s  One  Foundation  Is  Jesus  Christ  Her 
Lord,”  (1.  to  r.)  Mrs.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Mrs.  Dave  Treen,  Mrs.  Luther 
Jordan,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love.  Mrs.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  was  seated  by  Mrs. 
Shamblin,  but  is  not  shown  in  the  picture. 


Ballard  had  to  wait  until  all  of  the  VIPS  finished  and  the  Benediction  was 
given,  but  they  got  their  chance  just  the  same.  You  can  surely  tell  by  their 
devotion  to  their  task  and  the  way  they  are  working  at  carrying  it  out,  that 
the  Governor  was  right  about  the  church  being  permanent. 
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‘Biting  bullet’  for  pensions  should 
not  be  at  expense  of  other  ministries 


For  several  years  we  have  been 
moving  toward  the  time  when 
ministerial  pensions  would  be  the 
number  one  "defacto”  churchwide 
funding  priority  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  That  time  is  now  in  the  process 
of  arriving,  and  some  ominous  by¬ 
products  threaten  to  arrive  along  with  it. 

For  more  than  50  years,  each  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  has  had  its 
own  pension  program  for  retired 
ministers.  With  few  exceptions,  these 
programs  have  been  based  on  the 
principle  of  raising  money  now  to  pay  for 
pensions  as  they  come  due,  rather  than 
putting  aside  a  minister’s  pension  funds 
as  they  are  earned  (see  story  elsewhere 
in  this  issue).  This  “pay  today  for 
yesterday"  approach,  coupled  with 
benefit  increases  made  necessary  by 
inflation,  have  created  enormous 
“unfunded  liabilities"  for  most  annual 
conferences. 

Following  several  years  of  study,  the 
1980  General  Conference  adopted  a  new, 
unified,  churchwide  pension  plan.  It  is 
based  on  the  principle  of  “pay  today  for 
tomorrow."  The  new  program  requires, 
among  other  things,  that  no  new 
unfunded  pensions  liabilities  be  created, 
and  that  already-accumulated  liabilities 
be  liquidated  within  the  next  40  years. 

The  financial  squeeze  will  arrive 
officially  on  January  1,  1982,  when  the 
new  plan  goes  into  effect.  At  that  time, 
most  local  churches  will  be  faced  with 
the  double  task  of  setting  aside  current 
payments  for  their  minister’s  pension, 
while  also  paying  a  fair  share 
apportionment  to  cover  unfunded 
liabilities  from  the  past. 

Annual  conference  officials  are 
already  having  to  deal  with  the  coming 
double  pension  payment  squeeze  in  their 
planning  of  conference  programs  and 
budgets  for  1982.  A  widespread  trend 
appears  to  be  developing  toward 
“holding  the  line,"  or  even  cutting  back, 
on  conference  programs  other  than 
pensions  in  order  to  minimize  the 
apportionment  increases  which  must  be 
passed  along  to  local  churches. 

This  trend  is  based  on  the  sound 
premise  that  local  churches  cannot  —  or 
will  not  —  accept  and  pay  unlimited 
increases  in  apportionments.  It  also 
threatens  to  have  the  side  effect  of 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  500  member 
families  of  the  Epworth  UMC  in 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland  (Baltimore 
Conference),  approximately  700  member 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Lewisville, 
Texas  (North  Texas  Conference)  and 
approximately  500  member  families  of 
the  Mt.  Sterling  UMC  in  Mt.  Sterling, 
Kentucky  (Kentucky  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing  it 
as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of  the 
church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Gaithersburg, 
Lewisville  and  Mt.  Sterling  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).’’ 


increasing  pension  payments  at  the 
expense  of  other  needed  connectional 
ministries.  We  have  already  heard 
numerous  reports  of  long-standing 
ministries  being  recommended  for 
discontinuance  in  some  conferences,  and 
of  other  needed  ministries  being  turned 
down  before  even  being  launched  due  to 
the  funding  squeeze. 

We  believe  the  creation  of  a 
churchwide  ministerial  pension  system 
is  a  step  forward  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  The  effort  to  eliminate 
previously  unfunded  liabilities  while 
creating  no  new  unfunded  liabilities  is 
worthy  of  our  full  and  enthusiastic 
support. 

Since  funding  of  the  new  pension 
program  is  mandatory,  however,-  we 
consider  it  almost  inevitable  that  other 
less  mandatory  —  but  no  less  worthy  — 
programs  will  be  adversely  affected.  We 
believe  such  a  fate  can  be  avoided  only  if 
the  lay  and  clergy  leaders  of  every 
annual  conference  determine  that  they 
will  not  let  it  happen. 

There  is  only  one  obvious  alternative  to 
"holding  the  line"  or  paring  other 
programs  in  order  to  deal  with  the 
financial  crunch  which  the  new  pensions 
program  will  create:  defining  and 
justifying  the  connectional  ministries  in 
which  we  need  to  be  engaged,  and  then 
challenging  our  church’s  members  to 
raise  the  additional  funds  necessary  to 
meet  those  needs. 

We  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  be 
deluded  into  believing  that  we  are 
“biting  the  bullet"  by  cutting  our  funding 
for  vital  outreach  ministries  in  order  to 
meet  our  new  pensions  obligations.  We 
believe  such  a  course  of  action  is  more 
properly  seen  as  “dodging  the  bullet." 
It  will  inevitably  come  back  to  strike  us 
in  the  future,  just  as  our  previously 
“dodged"  pensions  obligations  are 
striking  us  now. 

If  we  honestly  are  to  “bite  the  bullet" 
in  1982,  we  likely  will  need  to  preserve  or 
enhance  most  of  the  ministries  in  which 
our  church  is  now  engaged,  and  to  launch 
some  new  ministries,  in  addition  to 
meeting  fully  our  new  pensions 
obligations.  Whether  we  choose  to  “bite 
the  bullet"  or  “dodge  the  bullet”  will  say 
a  lot  about  the  type  of  vision  we  have  for 
the  future  of  United  Methodism. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Maybe  it’s  time  to  declare  open 
season  on  the  ‘Easter  Bunny’ 


By  MARY  McWILLIAMS  JOHNSON 
Ask  any  child  —  Christian  or  non- 
Christian  —  what  Easter  Sunday 
means.  Do  you  think  you’ll  hear  a 
recital  of  the  story  of  the  crucifixion, 
resurrection  and  ascension  of  Christ 
Jesus? 

The  scenario  is  more  likely  to  run : 
“That’s  the  Sunday  we  get  up  early  to 
see  what  the  Easter  Bunny  left  us,  and 
hurry  up  and  put  on  our  Easter 
clothes  so  we  can  go  to  church  and 
show  them  off,  and  then  hurry  home 
because  we’re  going  to  have  a  big 
Easter  dinner  and  a  big  Easter  Egg 
Hunt  right  after  dinner." 

How  on  earth  did  this  ridiculous 
“Easter  Bunny”  and  his  colorful  eggs 
get  into  the  act,  anyway? 

In  my  mind’s  eye,  I  see  the  stage  set 
for  an  Easter  pageant  which  will  re¬ 
enact  the  most  deeply  moving  and 
inspiring  story  of  all  time  —  the 
ministry,  betrayal,  crucifixion, 
resurrection  and  ascension  of  our 
Savior.  A  large  crowd  of  children  and 
grownups  in  gay  spring  clothing  are 
eagerly  waiting  to  see  the  dramatic 
proceedings. 

But  look  what’s  happening  —  a  very 
large  rabbit  has  leaped  on  stage  —  a 
bunny  so  large  that  he  completely 
hides  from  view  the  cross  behind  him 
which  bears  the  limp  form  of  Christ 
Jesus.  He  goes  into  a  comedy  routine, 
exuding  great  charm  and  charisma, 
and  tosses  into  the  audience  gaily 
colored  Easter  eggs  and  candies, 
which  the  watchers  run  shrieking  and 
laughing  to  gather  up.  I  notice  in 
dismay  and  disbelief  that  there  are 
Christian  ministers  in  the  audience, 
laughing  and  applauding  the  act, 
making  no  effort  to  get  the  bunny 
offstage.  The  crowd  —  ministers  and 
all  —  leave  clutching  their  goodies, 
the  Bunny  in  the  lead,  unmindful  of 
the  purpose  for  which  they  had 
gathered  in  the  beginning.  All 
disappear  into  the  market  place. 

As  the  crowd  disperses,  I  find  the 
Bunny  rendezvousing  with  a  Madison 
Avenue  agent,  paying  the  Bunny  his 
fee  for  diverting  attention  from  the 
sobering  and  spiritualizing  aspects  of 
the  Easter  season  so  as  to  bring  about 
a  mental  climate  in  which  more 
Easter  clothes,  Easter  gifts  and 


Fastpr  fonHfaro  will  ht>  hnnpht 

Perhaps  in  this  allegory  I  have  been 
a  bit  rough  on  Christian  ministers.  No 
doubt  there  are  many  alert  ministers 
sounding  the  alarm  to  alert  their 
flocks  to  the  threat  posed  by  the 
“Easter  Bunny,"  telling  them  he’s 
really  a  “ravening  wolf"  in  disguise 
(Matthew  7:15).  But  does  it  not  strike 
you  that  much  of  the  latter-day  output 
from  the  pulpit  is  an  attempt  to 
popularize  Christianity  by  seeking  a 
common  denominator  with  society’s 
standards,  rather  than  calling  on 
God’s  children  to  "come  out  from 
among  them  and  be  .  .  .  separate?” 
(II  Cor.  6:17),  as  our  Lord  has 
repeatedly  commanded  throughout 
the  ages? 

A  true  Christian  doesn’t  need  to 
have  a  minister,  a  neighbor  and 
certainly  not  that  Big  Bad  Bunny  to 
tell  him  what  an  appropriate  Easter 
celebration  should  be.  If  a  Christian 
family  has  let  the  "Easter  Bunny" 
into  their  Easter  traditions,  maybe 
it’s  time  they  declared  open  season  on 
that  horrid  hare.  They  can  always  tell 
the  kids  they  called  the  Better  Bunny 
Bureau  and  found  out  he’s  really  a 
ravening  wolf  trying  to  steal  away  the 
real  joy  and  spirit  of  the  Easter 
celebration ! 

Personally,  I  never  let  my  children 
think  anything  else  but  that  the 
"Easter  Bunny”  was  just  a  silly  lot  of 
“let’s  pretend,"  which  had  nothing  to 
do  with  Easter.  I  was  always  afraid 
that  if  I  started  out  with  the  Easter 
Bunny  hoax,  the  whole  thing  would 
backfire  when  I  later  shot  down  the 
Bunny  (along  with  Santa  Claus). 
What  was  to  keep  my  children  from 
assuming  that  maybe  Christ  Jesus 
was  just  another  of  my  hoaxes? 

And  how  can  an  individual  get  the 
“Easter  Bunny"  out  of  the  church  and 
Sunday  School  on  Easter  Sunday? 
Show  this  article  to  your  minister  and 
Sunday  School  Superintendent. 
Maybe  they’ll  recommend  rabbit  stew 
for  Easter  dinner. 

Mary  McWilliams  Johnson  lives  in 
Garland,  Texas,  and  is  active  in  the 
Dallas  County  Community  College 
District's  “Alternatives”  program, 
headed  by  UM  minister  Betsy 
Turecky. 


Here  I  Stand 

6 Pointing  accusing  fingers  ’ 
is  definition  of ‘original  sin’ 


By  WILL  McNUTT 

I  would  like  to  set  forth  an  idea  which 
may  be  original  or  as  old  as  sin.  It  may 
also  be  merely  the  result  of  Methodist 
upbringing.  My  conviction  is  that  the 
entire  history  of  Judeo-Christianity  has 
been  shot  through  with  a  tragic 
misunderstanding  of  the  third  chapter  of 
Genesis.  Whether  my  idea  will  withstand 
rigorous  theological  analysis  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  would  be  interested  in 
hearing  opposing  views. 

It  has  only  recently  occurred  to  me 
that  Adam’s  fall  was  not  due  to  sin  in  the 
way  we  ordinarily  think  of  sin  as 
wrongdoing,  immorality  or  separation 
from  God  or  whatever.  The  fall  came 
when  Adam  implied  that  God  was  at  fault 
for  making  a  woman  and  Eve  blamed  a 
snake.  In  other  words,  both  sinned  by 
attributing  their  disobedience  to  external 
causes. 

Later,  according  to  my  encyclopedia, 
it  was  first  recorded  in  the  apocryphal 
book  of  II  Esdras  that  sin  came  into  the 
world  through  Adam  —  that  is,  Adam 
was  to  blame.  Whether  the  writer  of  II 
Esdras  meant  to  blame  Adam  may  be 
open  to  question.  There  can  be  little 
doubt,  however,  that  multitudes 
generally  have  concluded  the  fault  was 
with  Adam. 

Misconception  passed  down 

St.  Paul,  who  surely  must  have  been 
acquainted  with  II  Esdras, 
communicated  the  same 
misunderstanding,  perhaps  unintention¬ 
ally,  through  Romans.  The  same  mis¬ 
conception  was  passed  down  to  future 
generations  through  St.  Augustine, 
Thomas  Aquinas,  Martin  Luther  and 
John  Calvin.  In  “The  Pilgrim’s 
Progress,"  John  Bunyan  expressed  more 
theological  double-talk  for  the  benefit  of 
the  illiterate  when  he  said,  “In  Adam’s 
fall,  we  sinned  all."  The  same  idea  was 
impressed  upon  the  minds  of  millions  in 
this  country  who  learned  the  “Three 
R’s"  from  McGuffey’s  Readers.  This, 
then,  is  our  Puritan  and  Calvinist 
heritage  which,  as  I  have  tried  to  point 
out,  did  not  originate  with  either  the 
Calvinists  or  Puritans.  At  the  same  time, 
I  again  underscore  the  fact  that  we 
cannot  blame  or  judge  them  without 
falling  into  the  same  trap. 


God  is  the  Creator:  whatever  the  process 


To  the  Editor: 

In  1925,  there  was  the  Scopes  creation- 
evolution  trial.  In  1981,  there  has  been  the 
mini-creation-evolution  non-jury  trial  in 
CaUfomia  (see  TM/UMR,  Mar.  20). 

I  have  never  believed  that  any  person, 
combination  of  persons,  or  chance 
produced  this  fantastic  universe.  I  have 
always  believed  in  God,  the  Creator. 
Since  1925, 1  have  believed  that  God  is  not 
only  the  Creator,  but  whatever  process 
used  was  God’s  process! 

The  book  of  religion,  the  Bible,  affirms 
God  as  Creator.  The  Creator  has  placed 
in  the  universe  itself  much  evidence 
regarding  "how"  creation  is  or  was 
accomplished. 

If  we  people  would  agree  that  God  is 
the  Creator  regardless  of  time  and 
method  used,  there  would  be  no  need  for 
trials  —  now  or  in  the  future. 

Richard  K.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Our  universe  may  be  only 
one  of  God’s  ‘creations’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  realize  it’s  probably  amusing  to 
conservatives  that  so  many  liberal 
religionists  contend  that  there  has  always 
been  a  universe,  while  most  evidence 
gathered  by  astronomers  suggests  that 
our  universe  had  an  absolute  beginning 
in  a  somewhat  Biblical  sense,  about  15 
billion  years  ago  at  the  Big  Bang,  away 


from  the  point  of  which  explosion  our 
universe  still  hurtles  at  tremendous 
speed,  the  evidence  indicates,  never  to  be 
reversed. 

Nevertheless,  I  argue  that  there  has 
always  been  a  universe.  I  simply  submit 
that  there  is  no  necessary  conflict 
between  that  view  and  the  view  that  our 
universe  had  an  absolute  beginning. 

Our  universe  might  be  only  the  latest  in 
an  endless  succession,  with  new 
Creations  formed  at  intervals  of,  say,  200 
billion  years.  A  universe,  then,  might  in 
its  turn  explode  into  existence,  might 
expand  through  its  particular  history, 
and,  finally,  cold  and  dead  in  the  depths 
of  infinity,  might  simply  be  annihilated. 

But  this  last,  not  before  the  brilliant 
burst  of  a  new  Creation .  .  . 

Robert  E.  Crenshaw 
Waterloo,  South  Carolina 

We  must  ask  ourselves 
what  we  really  believe 

To  the  Editor: 

You  consistently  give  us  good 
editorials  related  to  current  issues  within 
the  church,  and  also  matters  about  which 
the  church  is  concerned. 

In  a  week  we  observe  Palm  Sunday, 
and  recall  that  Jesus  rode  into  Jeru¬ 
salem  on  a  donkey,  a  symbol  of  peace, 
and  came  to  further  his  emphasis  that 
the  true  basis  for  peace  on  earth  is  God. 


Mv  Witness 


God’s  uniting  power  affirmed  in 
joyous  reunion  of  ‘long-lost  cousins’ 


By  BEN  W.  JACKSON 

“God  works  in  a  mysterious  way  His 
wonders  to  perform." 

The  first  Sunday  of  1981  was  a  time  of 
heart-warming  astonishment  and  re¬ 
joicing  at  United  Methodist  Community 
Church  in  Clearlake  Oaks,  California,  as 
a  rare  story  unfolded:  In  the  early  years 
of  this  century,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard 
White  lived  in  Los  Gatos,  California.  In 
1920,  two  members  of  the  family,  Charles 
Crummey  and  Stanley  Moore,  went/forth 
into  life  and  lost  track  of  each  other. 
Charles  became  an  engineer,  married 
Mildred,  became  active  in  an  American 
Baptist  Church,  and,  upon  retirement 
they  built  their  home  on  Clear  Lake 
Keys.  There  they  became  active  in  the 
United  Methodist  Community  Church  of 
Clearlake  Oaks,  Charles  becoming 
chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board, 
Mildred  becoming  President  of  the 
U.M.W.  and  Director  of  the  local  water 
company. 

Meanwhile,  Stan  Moore  moved  to 
Orland,  California,  became  a  well¬ 
digging  contractor,  married  Charlotte, 
and  they  were  active  in  the  Christian 
Science  Church.  Upon  retirement,  they 
also  "happened"  to  choose  Clear  Lake, 
bought  a  lot  and  built  a  home  on  Clear 
Lake  Keys.  They  expressed  interest  in 
joining  the  Keys  Club,  so  their  realtor 
called  Charles  Crummey,  a  Club  officer 
who  had  keys,  to  show  them  the  Club 


facilities.  Out  of  the  resulting  conversation 
suddenly  leaped  the  realization  that  they 
were  long-lost  cousins. 

One  of  God’s  “ecumenical  miracles," 
the  uniting  power  of  His  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
soon  occurred:  I,  an  American  Baptist 
retired  U.S.  Air  Force  Chaplain,  in  my 
eighth  year  as  Pastor  of  the  local  U.M. 
Church,  had  called  on  and  invited  the 
Moores  to  services.  The  result:  the  first 
Sunday  morning  of  1981  the  cousins,  lost 
to  each  other  for  60  years,  the  Crummeys 
with  American  Baptist  history,  the 
Moores  with  Christian  Science 
background,  worshipped  together  for  the 
first  time  in  sixty  years  in  a  local  United 
Methodist  Community  Church  with  an 
American  Baptist  pastor,  at  whose 
invitation  Charlotte  Moore  led  the 
congregation  in  the  Responsive  Reading, 
and  they  all  took  Communion  together  — 
united  as  fellow  Christians! 

This  was  a  joyous  inspiration  to  all  of 
us,  and  we  wanted  to  share  it  with  fellow 
readers  of  TM/UMR. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Ben  W 
Jackson,  an  American  Baptist  minister 
who  is  pastor  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munity  Church  in  Clearlake  Oaks,  Cali¬ 
fornia  (California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


In  contrast  to  that  emphasis,  our 
nation’s  Congress  is  considering  a  budget 
with  considerable  increase  for  military 
spending,  which  we  know  includes  a  lot  of 
money  wasted,  and  is  based  on  the  idea 
that  peace  in  the  world  comes  only 
through  military  might  and  the  sword. 

We,  as  Christians,  must  ask  ourselves 
which  we  really  believe;  and  how  we  can 
best  share  our  convictions  with  our 
Congress,  and  with  the  world. 

You  might  encourage  this  with  an 
editorial  and  at  least  ask  the  question 
how  is  the  message  of  Jesus,  related  to 
Palm  Sunday,  different  from  the 
commonly  expressed  call  for  more 
military  spending. 

Milton  Bohmfalk 
Yorktown,  Texas 
‘New  Right’  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  V.  L.  Stine’s  “Here  I  Stand" 
headlined  “Critics  of  ‘New  Religious 
Right’  should  stop  proliferating  ‘Us  ver¬ 
sus  Them’  syndrome”  in  the  Mar.  13  issue. 

Maybe  instead  of  criticizing  the 
"Moral  Majority”  for  political  activity, 
we  need  to  get  behind  them  and  support 
those  areas  of  Christian  betterment  for 
our  society  which  they  advocate.  There  is 
plenty  of  anti-Christian  activity  to  be 
against. 

Possibly  if  United  Methodist  bishops 
would  come  forth  with  a  solid,  positive 
program  and  commitment  to  “a 
Christian  society,"  our  “grassroots”  UM 
members  would  not  have  to  turn  to  Moral 
Majority  for  leadership .  .  . 

Charles  L.  Samuelson 
Milford,  Nebraska 

Christians  should  stop 
fighting  Satan’s  battles 

To  the  Editor: 

A  loud  Amen  to  the  position  taken  by  V. 
L.  Stine  in  the  March  13  "Here  I  Stand” 
headlined  “Critics  of  ‘New  Religious 
Right’  should  stop  proliferating  ‘Us 
versus  Them’  syndrome." 

He  said  so  well  what,  I  believe,  the 
majority  of  grassroots  United  Methodists 
believe. 

Satan  is  much  too  smart  to  have  his 
followers  challenge  the  evangelical 
Christians  in  their  fight  to  return  to 
scriptural  Christianity  and  away  from 
the  current  humanistic  and  social  action 
push.  Instead,  he  uses  the  media  —  both 
press  and  TV  —  to  entice  "Christian"  lead¬ 
ers  to  carry  on  the  divisive  fight  for  him. 

I  was  not  at  all  surprised  by  the  stand 
taken  by  the  upper  echelon  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  their  position  is 
quite  clear.  I  was  surprised  that  even 
Billy  Graham  fell  into  the  media  trap, 
baited  by  national  coverage,  and 
charged  into  the  controversy. 

We  don't  have  to  agree  on  everything 
espoused  by  the  Moral  Majority  or  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  let’s  quit 
fighting  Satan’s  battles  for  him. 

May  we  all,  as  Christians,  read  the 
instructions  given  to  us  in  the  Bible. 
Consider  all  the  things  we  do  agree  on 
and  then  get  to  work  following  those 
instructions.  AB.Crider 

Cassville,  Missouri 


Church  still  needs  buildings 

To  the  Editor: 

I  suspect  that  Glenn  Sanberg  reflects 
the  position  of  many  retirees  in  the 
sunbelt  area  of  the  country  in  his  article 
headlined  “Church  needs  to  shift  its 
priority  from  buildings  to  caring  out¬ 
reach"  (TM/UMR,  Mar.  6).  I  minister  in 
the  same  area  of  the  nation,  and  have  felt 
the  same  tension  he  reflects  over  the 
matter  of  church  growth  and  the  need  for 
more  building  space. 

However,  the  church  still  has  to  meet 
together  regularly  for  worship, 
fellowship  and  learning.  And  in  a 
growing  area  such  as  that  in  which  Mr. 
Sanberg  and  I  live,  that  often  means 
more  space  is  needed.  That  space  does 
not  have  to  be  opulent,  but  Mr.  Sanberg’s 
friends  and  children  and  grandchildren 
living  in  this  area  still  need  the  basic 
Christian  resources.  They  deserve  the 
same  opportunities  he  once  had  to  make 
Christian  friends,  and  to  develop  a  vital 
Christian  faith  in  Christ’s  church.  But 
you  remove  these  opportunities  when  you 
refuse  to  build,  and  you  summarily 
eliminate  the  future  growth  of  the  church 
in  basic  areas  of  evangelism  and  all 
related  fields  of  Christian  concern. 

J.  Wesley  Ummel 

Kimberling  City,  Missouri 


Right  here,  many  may  think  I  am 
dealing  with  an  irrelevant  concept  of 
little  importance  to  the  modern  world. 
After  all,  they  will  say,  few  people  today 
blame  Adam.  Original  or  hereditary  sin 
was  discarded  long  ago.  I  insist, 
however,  that  a  new  awareness  of  the 
third  chapter  of  Genesis  is  of  vital 
importance.  While  we  do  not  blame 
Adam,  we  imitate  Adam  and  Eve 
whenever  we  look  for  first  causes  outside 
of  ourselves.  Examples  can  be  seen  all 
the  time  in  letters-to-the-editor  and  else¬ 
where  in  most  every  daily  newspaper.  It 
is  the  eternal  conflict  between  the  "good 
guys”  and  the  “bad  guys.”  It  is  evident 
in  international  disputes,  political 
disputes,  family  feuds  and  on  and  on,  ad 
infinitum. 

How  should  we  view  ‘sinners’? 

The  first  Adam  (Everyman)  created 
God  in  his  own  image  —  and  here  I  am 
giving  sophomoric  atheists  more  credit 
than  they  generally  get.  His  image  was 
that  of  a  God  of  wrath,  judgment  and 
punishment.  The  New  Adam  (Jesus 
Christ)  revealed  a  new  image  of  a 
compassionate  and  forgiving  God.  The 
New  Adam  did  not  blame  anyone  but 
took  the  blame  on  himself  —  and  asked 
his  followers  to  do  likewise.  The  New 
Adam  could  do  this  because  He  knew  that 
in  accepting  guilt  (although  he  was  not 
personally  guilty)  he  would  be  forgiven 
and  resurrected  to  new  life. 

How  then,  should  Christians  view 
“sinners?"  The  unchurched,  for 
example?  Murderers,  thieves,  rapists, 
dope  addicts,  child  abusers 
homosexuals  and  plain  garden-variety 
neurotics?  Is  the  judgment  of  God  on 
them?  Or  is  the  judgment  on  those  of  us 
who  profess  to  believe  yet  fail  to 
communicate  the  simple  yet  essential 
difference  between  the  Old  Testament 
and  the  New  Testament,  between  John 
the  Baptist  and  Jesus  Christ,  between  the 
Old  Adam  and  the  New  Adam? 

Bible  clearly  defines  sin 

My  encyclopedia  also  states  that 
nowhere  in  the  Bible  is  sin  defined.  This 
is  not  true.  It  is  defined  quite  clearly  in 
Genesis  when  Adam  and  Eve,  stricken 
by  a  guilty  conscience,  pointed  accusing 
fingers  —  one  at  God  and  the  other  at  the 
devil.  But  countless  generations  have 
missed  the  symbolism.  It  also  goes 
without  saying  that  countless 
generations,  the  salt  of  the  earth,  have 
grasped  the  meaning,  else  civilization 
would  have  collapsed  long  ago.  Many 
concerned  thinkers  such  as  Rollo  May 
seem  to  think  civilization  stands  at  a  new 
crossroads.  We  can  enter  a  new  Golden 
Age  of  creativity  or  a  new  Dark  Age  of 
bleak  despair.  The  direction  we  take  it 
seems  to  me  depends  to  a  large  extent  on 
a  wider  dissemination  of  what  to  me  is  a 
more  enlightened  understanding  of  the 
symbolism  in  the  third  chapter  of 
Genesis. 

This  understanding  I  believe  will  bring 
about  the  pre-determined  plan  of  God, 
which  is  in  opposition  to  the  two-seed  or 
predestination  theology  of  Calvin  and 
which  is  still  very  much  in  our  sub¬ 
conscious  today. 

The  Kingdom  of  God  is  truly  at  hand. 
The  world  indeed  seems  to  be  coming  of 
age.  Has  there  ever  been  more  reason  for 
profound  hope?  Was  there  ever  a  more 
glorious  Easter? 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Will  McNutt,  is 
a  member  of  Christ  UMC  of  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  ( Louisiana  Conference) . 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
“ Here  I  Stand,”  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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Model 28A33  ,  .  ..  .. 

Computer  designed  optics  (3”  f.  2.5  lens)  provides  biUiant  picture  on  the  screen  and  the  whisper- 
quiet  cooling  system  keeps  the  300-watt  filmstrip  projector  cool  at  all  times.  All  controls  are  color 
coded  for  ease  of  operation.  The  optional  slide  loader  (Model  178-20)  converts  the  unit  into  a  slide 
projector  in  a  matter  of  seconds.  Built  of  heavy  duty  cast  metal,  the  filmstrip  projector  is  compact, 
lightweight  and  easy  to  carry  from  room  to  room  with  the  retractable  handle. 

Mfgr.  List  $115.00 

Protective  Carry  Case.  Model  185-333  $19.00  CRS  PRICE  $99.90 

Slide  Stack  (25)  Loader  Model  178-20  $12.95 

R onlurpmpnl  I  .a mn  —  CAL  $14.32 


"Challenger” 

A  tripod  glass-beaded  projection  screen 
that  provides  unusually  good  wide-angle 
viewing  with  automatic  push  button 
operation. 

50’’X50”  Price  $  81.50  CRS  PRICE  $  72.80 
60”x60”  Price  $109.50  CRS  PRICE  $  98.55 
70”x70”  Price  $124.00  CRS  PRICE  $111.60 


Model  AF-2 

The  top  of  the  line  300-watt  Ektagraphic 
professional  35mm  slide  projector  designed  for 
quiet,  multi-media  work.  Zoom  100/150mm  (ff ) 
lens,  auto-focus,  with  remote  control,  timed 
changer  and  built  in  circuitry  for  dissolve 
control. 

Mfgr.  List  $417.50 

CRS  PRICE  $389.50 


Model  2580A 

Easy  to  operate  slot-threading  system  developed  by  Bell  &  Howell  provides  great  new  convenience 
in  rapid  set-up  even  for  the  inexperienced  16mm  operator  and  has  proven  to  be  the  most  popular 
projector  offered  by  CRS.  Film  fits  right  into  slot,  with  projector  self-seating  film  in  channel.  For 
mid-film  rewind,  simply  move  one  lever,  slip  film  from  channel  and  rewind,  quiet  operation,  built-in 
speaker  with  ’4"  jack  for  auxiliary  speaker  or  head  phones,  2"  f/1.6  projection  lens  Bright-normal 
switch  allows  choice  between  maximum  screen  illumination  and  optimum  life  of  tungsten-halogen 
lamp.  This  new  model  offers  longer  lamp  life. 

Mfgr.  List  $1175.00 

CRS  PRICE  $  938.00 


Replacement  Lamp  — ELC  $21 .0 


Model  CP-3333 

The  rugged  all  metal,  lightweight,  600  watt  overhead  projector  with  long  life  lamp  and  heavy  duty 
cooling  system  is  the  heart  of  this  complete  projector  package  featuring:  writing  roll  holder, 
continuous  roll,  reusable  writing  film,  25  clear  sheets  with  grid  guide  sheet,  T-square,  triangle,  12 
colored  marking  pens,  training  kit  and  dust  cover 

Mfgr.  List  $  239.90 

CRS  PRICE  $  219.90 

Replacement  Lamp  —  DYS-DYV  $20.09 


KODAK 

Replacement  Lamp  — ELII  $  21.80 
Carry  Case  Model  C-678  $29.50 

Ektagraphic  B-2  w/Zoom  $248.50 


GTL 


PROJECTION  TABLE 

Projection  Distance 
(in  feet) 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Size  of  Screen 
(Image  in  Inches) 

40x40 

50x50 

60x60 

70x70 

Belle.  Howell 


GOLDBERG  Metal  reels 
30  minutes  12-R-16 
60  minutes  23-R-16 


$  8.30 
$  16.10 


See  page  3  for 
Write-On  U-FILM 


DUKANE 


Overhead  Projector  Only  Model 
GTL  3000  $  179.95 


PROJECT-O-STAND,  Model  203-56  Portable,  adjustable, 
aluminum  projection  stand  $  94.50 


SILENT  35MM 


Automatic  Sound, 
500  watt.  Model  28A81 
$399.90 


Church 

Resource 

Systems 


CRS 


CATALOG 


1980-81  FALL  and  WINTER 


Church  Resource  Systems  Is 
an  audio-visual  ministry 
owned  by  the  seven  annual 
conferences  In  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  and  operated  by  the 
Media  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications 
Council. 


800-527-9373  •  IN  TEXAS  CALL  COLLECT  2U-744-0346 


-HIIPCH  RESOURCE  SYSTEMS  •  P.O.  BOX  990  •  DALLAS.  TEXAS  75221 


Optional  Mike 
Model  WM-2264 


Panasonic 


Dura  cell  Batteries 
4  C-cells  J3.00 


Panasonic 


Ideal  for  Tape  Ministry  Playback 

Panasonic 


CLASSROOM 

MODEL 


Model  R 0-2108 

A  low-cost  cassette  recorder  featuring  one  touch  recording, 
built-in  microphone,  tone  and  volume  control,  auto-stop, 
automatic  record  level,  fast  forward  and  rewind,  and 
AC/battery  operation.  This  unit  is  suggested  to  replace  the 
popular,  no  longer  available,  RQ-309,  which  CRS  sold  for 
$36.00  RQ-2108  has  more  features  than  the  original  RQ-309. 
Operates  on  AC  or  4  C-cell  batteries  ( not  included) . 

Mfgr.  List  $44.95 

CRS  PRICE  $34.95 


Model  RQ-2309  AV 

This  special  classroom  audio-visual  cassette  recorder 
features  a  V4”  monaural  headphone  jack  for  listening  centers 
and  attached  3-pin  AC  cord.  Built-in  microphone,  auto-stop, 
tone  and  volume  control,  automatic  recording  level,  fast 
forward  and  rewind,  mic-in  jack  for  optional  external 
microphone  (WM-2264),  and  operates  on  AC  or  4  C-cell 
batteries  ( not  included) . 

Mfgr.  List  $  69.95 

CRS  PRICE  S  59.95 


Model  RQ-335 

One  hand  operation  permits  on-the-go  use  of  this  mini-cas¬ 
sette  recorder  featuring  one-touch  recording  and  cue/review 
of  standard  size  cassettes.  Built-in  microphone,  auto-stop, 
automatic  record  level,  edit  function,  digital  tape  counter, 
locking  pause  control,  anti-roll  LED  record/battery  indicator, 
mechanical  pause/eject,  and  operates  on  AC  or  4  AA-cell 
batteries  (not  included). 

Rechargeable  Battery:  Mfgr.  List  $  69.96 

RP-9314  $11.95  CRS  PRICE  I  59.95 


SlimLine  Iff 


Dura  cell  Batteries 
2  C-cells  $3.00 


Panasonic 


Ni-Cad  Battery  Pac  Model  RBD-1  $22.50 


Model  RQ-2785A 

Lightweight  Slim  Line  IV  monaural  cassette  recorder  with 
five  LED  indicators  to  check  battery,  auto  record  level,  and 
three  for  monitoring  recording  and  playback  level.  All 
standard  cassette  features  plus  cue  and  review,  lockable 
pause  control,  auto  or  manual  record  level  control,  and  tape 
counter.  Operates  on  AC  or  4  C-cell  batteries  ( not  included) . 

Mfgr.  List  $  99.95 

CRS  PRICE  $  79.95 

Rechargeable  Batteries  Model  RP-092  $13.50 


Model  C-202LP 

Now  you  get  twice  the  recording  time  from  your  cassettes  on 
the  new  Long  Play  15/16  IPS  speed  or  normal  time  at  1  7/8  IPS 
speed.  All  regular  cassette  recorder  features  plus,  Permalloy 
Record/Playback  head,  tape  counter,  auto-manual-limitor 
record  level,  DC  servo  motor,  and  variable  speed  control. 
Operates  on  AC  or  4  C-cell  batteries  ( not  included) . 

Mfgr.  List  $  120.00 

CRS  LIST  $  99.95 

Ni-cad  Battery  Pac  Model  RBC-2  $22.50 _ 


Model  C-206LP 

This  professional  Long  Play  (15/16  IPS  and  1-7/8  IPS) 
recorder  has  full  control  panel  and  large  4-inch  full  range 
speaker,  plus  separate  record  and  playback  controls,  3  digit 
counter,  dual  flywheel,  auto-manual-limiter  record  level,  tone 
control,  variable  speed  control,  and  line  input  and  output 
jacks.  Operates  on  AC  or  4  C-cell  batteries  (not  included). 

Mfgr.  List  $  175.00 

CRS  PRICE  $  159.95 

Tie  Clasp  Mike  Model  EC-15P  $85.00 


BLANK  TAPES 

CASSETTES 

Scotch/3M  Extend  Range,  low  noise,  bulk  packed.  25  per  sleeve,  no  label,  no  box 
Each,  per  sleeve 
SBC-60  $1.01/25.25 

SBC-90  1.23/30.75 

SBC-120  2.18/54.50 

Our  own  5-screw  shell,  low  noise,  bulk  packed,  25  per  sleeve,  no  label,  no  box 
CRS-60  $  .86/21.50 

CRS- 90  '  ~  1.04/26.00 

3  ACCESSORIES 

NORELCO  Box.  hard  clear  lid,  black  bottom 

AMPEX  Box.  translucent  white 

Sheet  labels,  8  per  sheets white,  plain 

Roll  labels.  1000  white,  plain 

Dustproof  Plastic  Jewel  Bbx,  holds  12  cassettes 

TELEX  Magnetic  Cassette  Eraser  (cleans  up  tapes  to  prevent 
"bleed-through”  on  re-use)  $19.95 

(  MICROCASSgTTey 

List  CRS 

MC-60  $3.50  $2.95 

60-minute  standard  tape 
in  plastic  case  with  label 
AMC-90  6.00  4J>0 

90-minute  Angrom  high 
performance  tape  in  plastic 
box  with  label 


250  or  more 
$  .96  each 
1.18  each 
2.13  each 

$  83  each 
1.01  each 


-f  >,  -•  •  » „  T- 


CORVETTE  1  &  1 

High  Speed 
Cassette  Copier 


Model  Copyette  141 

Desk  top  cassette  copier  for  use  by  non-technical  person  features  a  simple  three-position 
lever  that  activates  off,  rewind  and  copy.  Copies  a  C-60  cassette  in  only  two  minutes  at  a  copy 
speed  of  30  ips  and  automatic  rewinds  at  120  ips.  The  Copyette  1  4  1  is  portable,  comes  in  its 
own  carry  case  and  so  compact  it  fits  practically  anywhere.  And,  it's  as  easy  to  operate  as  an 
office  paper  copier. 

CRS  PRICE  $  495.00 

Copyette  1 4  3  copies  three  cassettes  per  run  $995.00 


Models  RN-001  /RQ-195/RP-8I80 
A  complete  microcassette  tape  dictation  system  that 
includes  a  2-speed  (2  hours)  “shirt-pocket"  size  recorder  and 
matching  desktop  secretary’s  model  with  headset  and  foot 
control,  plus  variable  speed  permits  adjustment  of  playback 
speeds  to  individual  typing  speeds.  "Shirt-pocket"  recorder 
has  lockable  pause,  cue/review,  LED  indicator.  Operates  on 
AC  or  2  AA-cell  batteries  (not  included) 

Mfgr.  List  $344.90 

CRS  PRICE  $289.95 


Model  RN-330 

New  microcassette  tape  recorder  features  unique  flat 
design  for  desktop  and  handheld  use  with  piano  key  operation, 
tape  counter,  silent  full  auto  stop,  cue/review,  locking  pause, 
edit  function,  wrist  strap,  and  LED  Rec/Battery  Indicator. 
Operates  on  AC  or  2  AA-cell  batteries  (not  included) . 

Mfgr.  List  $129.95 

CRS  PRICE  S  99.95 

Rechargeable  Battery  Pac  Model  R P-095  I  8.95 


Model  331-2 

An  ideal  filmstrip  viewer  for  classroom,  library,  or  teacher 
study.  Has  6”  diag.  measured  screen  and  brilliant  image  in 
lighted  room  Loading  and  framing  are  instant  and  foolproof 
Not  only  is  U  a  lightweight,  three-pound  learning  tool,  but 
there  is  no  way  to  damage  filmstrips. 

Mfgr.  List  $  48.00 

CRS  PRICE  $  39.00 


Model  510 

Classroom  headphone  with  dynamic  elements  for  excellent 
sensitivity  and  extended  frequency  response.  Suitable  for  both 
voice  and  communication  and  music  reproduction.  Fully 
adjustable  headband,  foam  filled  ear-cushions,  and  tough  high 
impact  plastic  construction.  Steel  blue  with  white  trim. 

Mfgr.  List  $10.00 

CRS  PRICE  I  9.00 


Model  753 

The  heart  of  a  listening  center  is  this  self-contained,  six- 
position,  listening  station,  without  volume  controls.  A  four  foot 
cord  and  1/4"  plug  connects  to  any  desired  sound  source  high 
as  tape  recorder  or  record  player.  (Requires  adapter  to  fit 
Panasonic  RQ2108  cassette  recorder.  Order  SWITCH- 
CRAFT,  Model  374,  CRS  PRICE  $3.25,  each ) 

Mfgr.  List  $9.30 

CRS  PRICE  $8.40 


Model  1420K 

Heavy  duty  classroom  4-speed  record  player  features 
pause/on/off  control  with  turntable  brake,  17  watts  peak 
power,  tone  and  volume  controls,  external  output  1/4"  jack, 
perforated  metal  grill  to  protect  dual  cone  speaker,  spring- 
foot  suspension  and  Traklite  tonearm  has  pilot  light  and  plug 
in  stylus.  Rugged,  carry  case  with  storage  compartment  for 
AC  cord. 

Mfgr.  List  $131.00 

CRS  PRICE  $115.00 


Church  Resource  Systems  (CRS)  is  a  unique 
church  operated  “communications  systems 
house.”  CRS  provides  complete  communications 
packages  for  churches. 

Characteristically,  CRS  is  a  small  operation 
with  a  focused  expertise  that  permits  church 
leaders  to  share  a  communications  problem  and 
CRS  sets  about  to  solve  it.  To  provide  these 
services  CRS: 

•  SELLS  at  discount  prices  selected  audio¬ 
visual  equipment  that  has  been  tested  for 
church  use. 

•  PUBLISHES  CRS  update  a  quarterly 
communications  newsletter  that  reports  the 
exploding  world  of  communications  to  the 
church. 

•  MANAGES  "hands-on”  COMMUNICATION 
CLINICS  that  train  pastors,  secretaries, 


educators,  communications  coordinators  and 
volunteer  workers. 

•  PRODUCES  videocassette  programs,  with 
study  guides,  assists  churches  in  the 
production  of  their  own  video  programs  and 
provides  videocassette  exchange  informa¬ 
tion. 

•  BROKERS  data  processing  services  in¬ 
cluding  zip  order  mailing  labels,  church 
directories,  computer  generated  letters,  and 
computerized  record  keeping  systems. 

•  PROVIDES  consultation  services  for  local 
churches  and  judicatory  agencies  in  the  area 
of  communication  systems  and  management. 

Church  Resource  Systems  is  one  of  the  communi¬ 
cation  ministries  functioning  under  the  authority 
of  The  United  Methodist  Communications  Council, 
P.  O.  Box  990,  Dallas,  TX  75221. 


For  Indoor /Outdoor  Use 


^  Wireless  J 

Cl  Microphone  1 
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Sound-Craft  Systems 


Earshell 
Fits  All 
Listeners 

Ilex 


Model  L-16B 

The  new  compact,  light-weight,  portable  lectern  comes  with 
vinyl  cover,  25-ft.  microphone  cable,  10-ft.  AC  power  cord  and 
two  6-volt,  75-hour  continuous  operation  batteries.  An  all 
purpose  table  top  lectern  with  adjustable,  uni-directional 
microphone,  volume  control,  battery  meter  and  auxiliary 
input/output  for  add-on  speaker/tape  recorders /phone/ tu¬ 
ners/etc.  Mfgr.  List  $474.00 

CHS  PRICE  $429.50 


MODEL  SC  72 

The  new  wtresless  clip-on  microphone  system  is  a  superior 
quality,  FM  transmitter/ receiver  combination  designed  to 
highest  professional  standards.  A  minimum  of  external 
controls,  cables  and  antennas  make  this  wireless  system  the 
most  reliable,  foolproof  and  easy-to-use  unit  available  to  the 
church  today.  Mfgr.  List  $889.00 

CRS  PRICE  $795.00 


MODEL  62185 

This  instrument  provides  personal  listening  convenience  in 
church  pews  for  persons  with  diminished  hearing  acuity.  Each 
unit  has  two  earsets  with  volume  control  to  accommodate  two 
individual  listeners.  The  earshells  fits  all  listeners,  including 
those  who  wear  eyeglasses.  Integral  power  matching 
transformer  for  8  ohm,  70  volt  or  25  volt  program  source. 

Mfgr.  List  $135.00 

CRS  PRICE  $  95.00 


Panasonic  i/i  ic 


Camera  Tripod  ( use  with  PK700,  etc.) 
Model  PK-T008  $99.95 


LUXOR  has  the  world's  largest  selection  of  audio-visual  and  video  furniture:  1)  Model  DS-550, 
full  locking  door  video  console  with  slanted  shelf  and  electric  assembly  (30"  x  55*  x  20"),  $324.00; 
2)  Model  TVR-54C,  slanted  top,  fixed  height  TV  table  with  locking  cabinet  and  electric  assembly 
(24*  x  53' z"  x  28"),  $259.50  ;  3)  Model  VF-1000,  V-file  holds  1,000  8"  x  5"  cards  for  A-V  catalog  system, 
$89.00  ( Various  cards  are  $9.00  per  100) ;  4)  Modular  storage  system  available  in  two  basic  widths 
—  19*2*  wide  and  39"  wide.  All  modules  are  YJW  deep,  lock-stack,  choice  of  drawer  interiors  and 
add-on  units  permit  growth  to  meet  your  needs.  Write  for  LUXOR  catalog;  5)  Model  AV-42,  fixed 
height  table  with  electric  assembly  (24*  x  42"  x  18"),  $99.90  ;  6)  Model  AV-34,  fixed  height  table  with 
electric  assembly  (24’  x  34"  x  18"),  $96.90  (  Add  $70.00  for  locking  cabinet  models  AV-42-C  or 
AV-34-C).  _ 


Models  PV-3200/PK-700 

New  low-light  color  camera  and  portable  VHS  videocassette  recorder  with  2/4/6  hour 
recording.  Freeze  frame  advance  on  6  hour  mode.  Record  TV  programs  off-the-air  or  make  your 
own  videocassettes  with  camera  that  features  auto  6:1  zoom  lens  (f/1.8),  electronic  viewfinder 
and  removable  boom  mike.  One  hour  of  on-site  operation  with  new  smaller  battery  (LCR-1812, 
included)  when  using  portable  recorder  deck  and  camera.  Excellent  unit  for  use  in  normal  room 
light,  out-of-doors  or  studio  light. 

Mfgr.  List  $2,294.95 

Replacement  Battery  —  Model  LCR-1812  $31.50  CRS  PRICE  $1  895  95 

Carry  Case  w/strap  — Model  PV-H  34  $45.50 


Do 

You 

Know 


OPDATE 


Do  you  know  where  to  get  help  to  improve  your 
Newsletter?  Do  you  know  where  to  plug  into  a 
videocassette  exchange  that  will  give  you  access  to 
nearly  1000  good  Sunday  school  programs?  Do  you  know 
how  a  computer  helped  a  church  in  Texas  keep  up  with  its 
members?  Do  you  know  how  a  denomination  in  Kansas 
City  reached  the  night  people? 

CRS  UPDATE,  a  quarterly  communications 
newsletter  published  by  the  Media  Division  of  The  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  addressed  each  of 
these  issues  in  its  WINTER  1981  issue. 

CRS  UPDATE  is  different  from  the  stereotype  church 
related  communications  newsletter  you  may  have  seen 
...  it  reports  the  exploding  world  of  communications  to 
the  church. 

1  year/4  issues  @ .  $10.00 

2  years/8  issues  @  .  $15.00 

This  newsletter  gives  you  FRESH  ideas  that  can 

trigger  your  own  FRESH  ideas  for  ministry 
Subscribe  today  on  order  form  at  left  .  and  receive 
SPRING  1981  issue  free  .  .  .  when  subscription  received 
within  next  30  days. 
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Children  find  time  to  play 
even  in  a  frightened  city 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ATLANTA  -  Children  from  the 
Capitol  Homes  public  housing  project 
in  the  shadow  of  the  state  Capitol 
whoop  it  up  during  a  trip  to  the 
spectacular  Peachtree  Plaza  and  a 
ride  in  the  exterior,  glass  elevators. 

The  field  trip  was  part  of  the  every- 
aftemoon  activities  at  a  parish  house 
sponsored  by  Trinity  United 
Methodist  and  Central  Presbyterian 
churches  in  downtown  Atlanta,  West 
Point  UMC  some  70  miles  from  here 
and  the  UMC’s  Urban  Action. 

The  parish  house’s  highly 
structured  activities,  which  have  been 
crowded  with  children  since  last  fall, 
emphasize  helping  the  children  just 
be  kids.  Still,  the  fear  of  abduction  and 
death  haunts  them.  “I’m  afraid  to  go 
to  the  bathroom  at  school,’’  one  boy 
confessed  meekly. 

Like  several  church  programs  that 
successfully  have  responded  to  the 
current  crisis,  this  one  has  been  aided 


by  its  long-standing  presence  in  the 
community  as  a  trusted  entity. 

Recently,  Atlanta’s  mayor  made  a 
state-of-the-city  address  on  TV  and 
suggested  that  churches  might 
consider  running  public  housing 
recreation  centers  that  have  been 
closed  for  lack  of  funding  the  past 
year.  Virginia  Tinsley,  director  of 
Capitol  Homes  Parish  House,  was 
knocking  on  the  mayor’s  door  the  next 
day. 

Overcrowded  in  a  dilapidated  house 
across  the  street  from  the  housing 
project,  the  parish  house  ministry  is 
ready  to  take  over  the  spacious, 
vacant  recreation  center,  she  told  the 
mayor.  She  would  ask  churches  for 
volunteers  and  money  to  hire  more 
staff  to  greatly  expand  the  present 
recreation,  tutorial  and  Bible  school 
activities. 

The  mayor,  surprised  that  anybody 
was  prepared  to  move  so  quickly, 
promised  to  give  her  an  answer  soon. 


TM/UMR  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROY  BECK 


Church  that  didn’t  flee  integration  offers  hope 


symbolize  Easter  story 


two  years  after  the  church  built  a 
beautiful  addition,  “integration  came  to 
the  schools.  Our  young  families  fled.” 

Membership  dropped  from  450  to  250 
fairly  quickly.  “We  decided  to  stay  with  a 
ministry  for  those  who  would  want  it.” 
Mr.  Steadham  says.  “I  visit  black 
families  and  invite  them  to  our  church. 
We  have  some  black  members.  But  at 
least  20  black  churches  moved  into  the 
area  with  integration.” 

A  quiet  sort  of  man,  Mr.  Steadham 
says  his  colleagues  in  the  ministry  for 
years  have  told  him  he  was  crazy  to  turn 
down  appointments  to  larger  churches  so 
he  could  nurture  his  dream  at  Eastland 
Road.  “But  I  felt  it  was  important  to  keep 
a  white  presence  here,”  he  says.  “It 
takes  years  of  hard  work  and 
disappointing  experiences  to  build  trust 
in  an  integrated  neighborhood.  ” 

His  church  was  ready  for  the  near- 
hysteria  that  developed  last  fall  as  the 
killings  accelerated.  Many  parents 
wouldn’t  allow  their  children  to  go 
anywhere  but  to  Eastland  Road  UMC 
where  informal  playing  had  occurred  for 
years. 

Two  afternoons  a  week,  church  mem- 


need  of  elderly  people  for  companionship 
through  articles  in  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  one  of  the  resources  she 
frequently  uses  in  the  pulpit. 

The  reporter  “is  an  information  source 
on  what  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
doing  in  missions,”  she  explained. 

When  she  prepares  her  sermons,  Ms. 
Brown  said,  she  refers  to  a  topic  file 
where  she  keeps  clippings  from  the 
Reporter  to  use  as  examples  of  how  other 
United  Methodists  are  carrying  out  the 
mission  of  the  church. 
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Atlanta  churches  seek 
to  solve  race  problems 
before  violence  grows 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  Dozens  of  black  and 
white  children  play  on  the  parking  lot 
and  a  large  grassy  area  behind  Eastland 
Road  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

They’re  smiling.  They  even  seem 
carefree. 

Considering  the  circumstances,  their 
happiness  is  a  surprise.  One  of  the  20 
black  children  murdered  in  this  city  during 
the  last  18  months  disappeared  less  than 
a  mile  from  here.  The  body  of  another 
was  found  in  the  area. 

To  be  black  and  a  child  in  Atlanta  is  to 
be  reminded  constantly  that  somebody  is 
out  there  trying  to  kill  you. 

It  is  to  be  told  not  to  trust  anybody  — 
not  even  police  officers  or  ministers 
because  somebody  dressed  as  such  may 
be  doing  the  abducting.  With  racial 
tensions  rising  in  this  city  once  best 
known  for  its  slogan  —  “the  city  too  busy 
to  hate”  —  black  children  are  especially 
wary  of  white  people. 

But  the  supervisors  leading  these  black 
children  in  sports  activities  are  white. 
They  are  from  the  predominantly  white 
congregation  located  in  a  predominantly 
black  residential  area. 

Although  Eastland  Road  UMC  is  small 

Colored  eggs 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Association  Editor 

FRANKLIN,  Tenn.  —  The  two 
congregations  of  the  Rev.  Rosemary 
Brown  are  dyeing  Easter  eggs  —  not  for 
a  mythical  bunny  to  hide,  as  part  of 
their  Christian  ministry  to  residents  at 
four  area  nursing  homes. 

Members  of  the  Friendship  and 
Hillsboro  United  Methodist  churches  will 
take  the  decorated  eggs  to  more  than  120 
elderly  persons  later  this  month.  They 
will  explain  and  share  the  early  Christian 
custom  of  coloring  eggs  for  Easter. 

The  unbroken  egg  is  symbolic  of  Jesus’ 
tomb,  Ms.  Brown  explained,  and 
cracking  the  egg  open  is  symbolic  of  His 
resurrection. 

Two  people  each  crack  one  end  of  their 


with  an  attendance  of  only  around  90  on 
Sunday  mornings,  the  congregation  has 
made  an  all-out  commitment  to  help  the 
children. 

“We’re  not  trying  to  make  these 
children  feel  like  they’re  being  guarded 
after  school,”  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Steadham 
says.  “We’re  trying  to  create  a  positive 
attitude  —  to  have  a  good  time. 

“This  problem  won’t  be  over  for  years, 
even  if  the  killer  is  caught  tomorrow.  The 
kids  will  carry  the  scars  for  years.  Fear 
has  been  played  up  so  much. 

“These  kids  are  forming  opinions 
now,”  Mr.  Steadham  says.  “It’s 
important  that  we’re  here  so  blacks  can 
feel  good  feelings  about  whites.  We  may 
be  the  only  good  experiences  with  whites 
they  have.  And  it’s  important  for  non¬ 
church  people  to  have  these  experiences 
with  a  church. 

In  a  sense,  this  congregation  has  been 
preparing  for  the  present  crisis  the  last  13 
years. 

Its  setting  in  pine-covered,  rolling 
terrain  near  the  Atlanta  city  limits  was 
home  for  white,  middle  to  upper-middle 
income  families  when  Mr.  Steadham 
came  to  the  church  in  1963.  But  in  1968, 


eggs  together,  she  explained,  and  one 
says  “Christ  is  risen,’’  and  the  second 
person  adds,  “He  is  risen  indeed.” 

The  homes’  residents  are  becoming 
accustomed  to  the  monthly  visits  of 
members  of  the  Friendship  and  Hillsboro 
churches  Ms.  Brown  serves. 

“The  other  churches  go  once  a  month 
and  preach  —  we  go  once  a  month  and 
talk  to  (residents).  We  take  members  of 
all  ages,  even  little  children,”  Ms.  Brown 
said.  "Our  church  took  ‘Santa  bananas’ 
at  Christmas  after  we  found  bananas 
were  the  one  thing  everyone  could  eat.  I 
learned  last  week  that  one  woman  still 
has  her  banana  decorated  with  a  Santa 
cap.” 

Ms.  Brown  said  both  she  and  her 
congregation  began  to  understand  the 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

The  1980  General  Conference  “bit  the 
bullet”  and  approved  what  many 
consider  to  be  a  long-overdue  revamping 
of  the  pensions  program  for  United 
Methodist  ministers. 

As  a  result,  the  denomination’s  73 
annual  conferences  are  “biting  the 
bullet”  in  their  1982  budget  projections, 
and  local  churches  will  “bite  the  bullet” 
Jan.  1, 1982. 

As  a  by-product,  numerous  other 
church  programs  will  “bite  the  dust”  or 
face  cutbacks,  church  financial  and 
program  leaders  acknowledge  somewhat 
reluctantly. 

“Pensions  are  a  conference  priority  — 
designated  or  not  —  for  1982  and  some 
years  ahead,”  summed  up  one  treasurer, 
Aubrey  Spear  of  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference. 

This  development  is  raising  some 
consternation. 

“We,  as  a  church,  must  not  let  pensions 
become  the  top  priority,”  said  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
president  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  “We  can’t  afford  to  get  out  of 
mission.” 

But  as  some  local  churches  prepare  to 
receive  pension  increases  of  50  to  100 
percent  for  1982,  their  lay  members  are 
already  saying,  “We  are  going  to  pay  our 
pastor’s  pension,  but  tell  us  what  you 
want  us  to  leave  out,”  the  Missouri  West 
treasurer  said. 

In  fact,  austerity  budgets  and  "hold  the 
line”  philosophies,  are  the  order  of  the 
day  as  belts  are  being  tightened  across 
the  church  for  programs  other  than 
pensions,  TM/UMR  learned  through 
interviews  with  conference  officials. 

Financial  crunch  varies 

The  financial  crunch  varies  in  degree 
from  conference  to  conference, 
depending  on  their  previous  pensions 
track  record.  But  their  common  problem 
can  be  traced  to  two  pensions  programs 
—  both  of  which  must  now  be  paid  at  the 
same  time: 

•  Old,  unfunded  obligations  amounting 
to  $576  million  churchwide  —  and 
growing.  The  present  Ministers  Reserve 
Pension  Fund  (MRPF),  created  back  in 
1928,  had  built  in  weaknesses  that  have 
contributed  to  current  problems.  First, 


bers  organize  sports  activities.  “We 
hope  soon  to  have  it  five  days."  The 
church  sponsored  a  group  of  older 
children  into  a  church  basketball  league 
last  winter.  “There’s  no  pressure  to  join 
the  church.  We  do  have  prayer  at  sports 
events,”  Mr.  Steadham  said. 

In  response  to  interest  among  the  5  to 
11  age  group,  church  members  hold  a  Kid 
Krusade  every  Tuesday  afternoon  that 
includes  Bible  study,  crafts  and  singing. 

“The  kids  play  beautifully  together,” 
Mr.  Steadham  says.  “Some  of  the  older 
ones  come  out  of  gangs  that  terrorized 
the  community  for  years,  burning  down 
houses  and  the  like.” 

He  points  up  the  street  to  where 
publicly  subsidized  housing  is 
deteriorating:  “Giveaway  programs 
haven’t  worked.  You’ve  got  to  change 
people.” 

He  has  been  trying  to  organize  both 
neighborhood  churches  and  white 
suburban  churches  to  expand  the  youth 
program  to  additional  sites.  Thus  far, 
only  a  couple  of  white  churches  and  no 
black  churches  have  responded. 

The  church  needs  a  van  to  help 
transport  the  children.  But  it  is  too  small 
to  shoulder  all  the  financial 
responsibility,  Mr.  Steadham  says.  This 
is  where  the  connectional  system  of  the 
UMC  can  reaUy  show  its  strength  as 
wealthier  churches  in  less  strategic 
locations  can  help  finance  the  mission  of 
a  smaller  church  like  Eastland  Road 
UMC,  he  says. 

“But  until  this  last  year!,  I’ve  been  very 
disappointed  in  the  connectional 
system,”  he  says. 

The  conference’s  appeal  to  all  UMs  to 
involve  their  churches  lists  the  Eastland 
Road  program  as  one  of  the  places  where 
money  and  volunteers  can  be  committed. 

“These  large  churches  say  they  are 
concerned,  but  I  wonder  how  much,” 
Steadham  says. 


the  MRPF  did  not  require  all  annual 
conferences  to  participate.  Second,  it 
allowed  each  conference  to  develop  its 
own  program,  establish  its  own  benefit 
rates  and  to  elect  not  to  collect  funds  to 
fully  pay  for  the  benefits  until  the 
ministers  retired. 

•  The  new  Ministerial  Pension  Plan 
(MPP)  with  improved  benefits  goes  into 
effect  Jan.  1,  1982.  It  includes  all  annual 
conferences  and  requires  that  funds  be 
put  aside  to  pay  for  future  pension 
benefits  for  ministers  as  those  benefits 
are  earned. 

Combined  impact 

The  cost  of  the  new  program  in  and  of 
itself  will  not  represent  all  that  great  an 
increase,  according  to  general  church 
pensions  officials.  However,  the  impact 
will  be  significant  combined  with 
the  requirement  that  “unfunded 
liabilities”  be  liquidated. 

The  $576  million  of  unfunded 
commitments  to  UM  ministers 
accumulated  during  the  last  50  years 
must  —  under  the  terms  of  the  new 
program  —  be  liquidated  during  the  next 
40  years.  The  problem  is  intensified  in 
that  the  “unfunded  liability”  continues  to 
increase  as  ministers  under  the  old 
programs  retire  and  benefits  paid  them 
are  increased  to  keep  pace  with  inflation. 

“In  1980  alone  the  liability  of  all 
conferences  in  the  UMC  increased  by  $15 
million,”  said  James  Parker,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Pensions. 

All  of  the  church’s  73  conferences  have 
some  unfunded  liability  —  with  the 
exception  of  the  Alaskan  Missionary 
Conference.  Those  conferences  hit  the 
hardest  are  those  with  the  largest 
unfunded  liabilities.  In  some 
conferences,  local  churches  will  be  asked 
to  pay  as  much  for  the  old  pension 
program  as  they  will  be  paying  for  the 
new  program,  which  alone  could  cost 
between  $1 ,400  and  $1,900  —  depending  on 
conference  benefit  options. 

Mr.  Spear  said  the  Missouri  West 
Annual  Conference  has  an  unfunded 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  In  the  midst  of  the 
seeming  helplessness  of  a  city  gripped  by 
the  murders  of  20  black  children,  more 
and  more  church  members  are  rolling  up 
their  sleeves  and  showing  that  something 
can  be  done  to  bring  back  hope. 

This  terrorized  city  can’t  afford  to 
have  its  Christians  primarily  attending 
meetings  to  pray  that  the  killing  will 
stop,  many  ministers  are  emphasizing. 

If  the  killer  —  or  killers  -  were 
arrested  tomorrow,  the  problems  facing 
Atlanta  would  be  just  as  bad  and  maybe 
worse,  members  of  the  clergy  say. 

During  a  week-long  investigation  here, 
TM/UMR  found  growing  evidence  of 
churches  —  with  United  Methodists 
among  the  leaders  —  moving  beyond 
prayer  vigils,  body  searches  and 
sympathy  marches.  They  are  looking 
beyond  the  murder  spree  —  about  which 
they  can  do  little  —  to  attack  three 
permanent-type  problems : 

•  Racist  attitudes  still  exist.  Some 
blacks  are  blaming  white  society  for 
breeding  horrors  such  as  these  murders. 
Some  whites,  while  deploring  the 
violence,  feel  blacks  have  become 
hysterical  and  are  using  the  situation  to 
make  other  social  demands. 

Racial  bitterness  is  smoldering  among 
whites  and  blacks  and  is  beginning  to 
flame  in  isolated  situations.  If  a  white 
person  is  arrested  for  the  killings,  racial 
upheaval  is  feared. 

If  there  is  any  hope  for  the  races  to  live 
in  harmony,  black  and  white  Christians 
are  going  to  have  to  lead  the  way,  minis¬ 
ters  are  saying.  A  number  of  churches  are 
doing  just  that,  holding  inter-racial 
dialogue  sessions  and  mixing  black  and 
white  Christians  on  work  projects  so  the 
races  can  build  up  positive  experiences 
with  each  other. 

Congregations  of  both  races  are 
forming  long-term  alliances  to  keep  the 
mixing  going  beyond  the  current  crisis 
(see  story  in  next  week’s  TM/UMR) . 
Children  live  in  fear 

•  Black  children,  smothered  by  fears, 
face  deep  emotional  consequences. 

Some  churches  are  providing  after¬ 
school  opportunities  that  de-emphasize 
the  need  for  security.  They  stress  helping 
the  children  to  have  a  good  time  and  to 
feel  good  about  themselves  and  other 
people  (see  related  story  elsewhere  on 
this  page). 

•  Children  living  in  poverty  are 
susceptible  to  enticement.  “We’re 
finding  many  of  these  murdered  kids 
were  hustling  money  to  help  their 
parents  buy  groceries,”  said  the  Rev. 
Joe  Roberts  of  the  black  Ebenezer 
Baptist  Church. 

An  experiment  in  which  non-uniformed 
police  offered  children  money  to  accom¬ 
pany  them  found  the  youth  universally 
accepted  the  offers,  despite  continual 
public  warnings  against  doing  that. 

“We  have  to  help  the  children  by 
helping  their  parents,"  said  the  Rev. 
Walter  Kimbrough  of  the  Cascade 
United  Methodist  Church.  Three  white 


liability  of  over  $19  million.  In  his 
conference,  funding  the  new  program 
and  liquidation  of  unfunded  past 
liabilities  will  be  proposed  as  a  single 
apportioned  item.  This  will  mean  pension 
apportionment  increases  to  local 
churches  of  50  to  100  percent  over  1981. 

“There  is  no  question  in  our  minds  that 
some  programs  will  have  to  be  cut 
back,”  Mr.  Spear  said. 

"Right  now  we  are  looking  at  support- 
type  programs,  administration  and  those 
things  that  will  have  the  least  impact  on 
our  mission  work.” 

At  least  two  area-wide  programs  or 
offices  are  likely  to  be  discontinued, 
reports  now  suggest. 

“Something  had  to  be  done  about 
pensions,”  Mr.  Spear  said.  “We  all  would 
have  been  better  off  if  we  had  done 
something  before  now.” 

In  the  Holston  Annual  Conference, 
which  has  an  unfunded  liability  of  about 
$24  million,  “hold  the  line”  and 
“austerity”  are  the  guidelines  in 
program  planning  and  budgeting  for  next 
year. 

This  is  going  to  be  a  major  adjustment 
for  the  conference  to  make,”  said  Bishop 
H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.  “We  have  a  program 
of  moving  toward  paying  our  full 
apportionments  in  this  conference.  We 
don’t  want  to  back  off  from  that  at  all.  ” 

Tantamount  to  cuts 

Holding  the  line  is  tantamount  to 
cutting  program  budgets,  acknowledged 
Dr.  Kenneth  Carder,  president  of  the 
Holston  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration.  “We  are  still 
desperately  trying  not  to  cut  out  any 
programs,”  he  added. 

The  pensions  apportionment  will 
increase  by  more  than  45  percent,  said 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Wilcox  of  Knoxville, 
executive  secretary  for  the  Holston 
Board  of  Pensions. 

“This  pensions  increase  represents  a 
significant  part  of  the  17  percent  increase 
in  the  total  conference  askings  for  1982 
over  1981,”  he  said.  “This  comes  right 
after  a  sizeable  increase  for  1981." 


congregations  —  Presbyterian  and  Epis¬ 
copal  —  have  joined  Mr.  Kimbrough's 
black  congregation  in  adopting  a  public 
housing  project  and  offering  programs  to 
help  parents  break  the  welfare  cycle. 

The  Atlanta  Christian  Council  just  has 
sent  letters  to  all  its  member  congrega¬ 
tions  offering  assistance  in  involving 
them  in  similar  mission  clusters. 

“The  intent  is  to  involve  Christians  in 
permanent  commitments,”  said  the  Rev. 
Frank  Windom,  head  of  Urban  Action  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  North 
Georgia  Annual  Conference. 

“The  people  who  moved  to  the  suburbs 
to  keep  their  kids  from  going  to  school 
with  black  kids  finally  are  feeling  some 
compassion,”  said  Virginia  Tinsley,  di¬ 
rector  of  long-standing  Urban  Action  par¬ 
ish  house  at  a  downtown  housing  project. 

“These  murders  are  creating  a 
countertrend  to  the  conservative  trend  in 
the  nation,”  Ms.  Tinsley  said.  She  was 
only  one  of  many  who  suggested  that  the 
tragic  killings  nevertheless  produce  a  re¬ 
demptive  result  for  Atlanta  if  Christians 
of  both  races  finally  become  concerned 
about  the  poor  and  do  something  about  it. 

Every  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  the  North  Georgia  conference  was 
challenged  last  week  by  a  letter  from 
Urban  Action.  Mr.  Windom  detailed  11 
ways  a  church  could  start  its  own  project 
or  aid  an  already  existing  program  in 
another  church. 

Public  concern  apparent 

Public  expressions  of  concern  from 
area  United  Methodists  have  been 
numerous  and  heavily  publicized  Mr. 
Windom  said  he  now  is  going  to  find  how 
concerned  the  churches  really  are. 

Already,  some  white  United  Methodist 
churches  here  have  resisted  requests  to 
allow  black  children  to  use  their  facilities 
after  school,  according  to  some  ministers. 
A  backlash  has  begun,  especially  in  some 
of  the  outlying  areas  where  “there  is  a 
feeling  that  maybe  the  media  have  pretty 
well  glutted  our  attention,”  a  district 
superintendent  noted. 

No  church  can  claim  to  be  unsuited  for 
action  as  there  already  are  models  of 
poor  churches,  suburban  churches,  small 
churches,  rural  churches  and  black, 
white,  mainline  and  fundamentalist 
churches  committing  people  and  money 
to  attack  Jthe  three  aforementioned 
problems  in  Atlanta. 

They  also  are  models  for  Christians  in 
the  rest  of  the  nation,  various  members 
of  the  clergy  said.  The  only  problem 
that  Atlanta  faces  that  most  other  cities 
don’t  is  an  at-large  mass  murderer, 
they  said. 

With  massive  cuts  proposed  for  federal 
social  programs  added  to  already  dire 
economic  conditions,  every  city  is  threat¬ 
ened  by  crises  this  summer  which  should 
they  are  avoiding,  several  ministers 
added. 

Persons  desiring  information  on  any  of 
the  church  efforts  here  can  write  to 
Urban  Action,  United  Methodist  Center, 
159  Ralph  McGill  Blvd.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
30308,  or  call  404-659-6611. 


The  Holston  conference  is  one  of  six 
conferences  that  did  not  participate  in 
the  Ministerial  Reserve  Pension  Fund. 
But,  like  most  conferences  across  the 
church  with  unfunded  liabilities,  they 
have  been  involved  in  an  intensive 
pension  fund-raising  campaign  for 
several  years. 

“By  Jan.  1,  1982,  we  will  have  $9.5 
million  in  total  pension  resources  on 
hand,”  Dr.  Wilcox  said.  “We  will  be  able 
to  pay  the  necessary  15  percent  of  our 
unfunded  liability  to  get  us  into  the  new 
program  and  still  have  some  reserve  to 
meet  pension  benefit  needs  here.” 

Pastors’  salaries  could  suffer 

Hal  Knudson,  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  treasurer,  said  pension 
askings  to  meet  old  pensions  program 
obligations  will  go  up  by  18  percent  in 
that  conference  in  1982.  However,  the 
new  pensions  program  will  be  paid  for 
directly  by  the  local  church,  which  when 
based  on  the  denominational  average 
compensation  —  could  add  more  than 
$1,700  in  the  amounts  most  local 
churches  pay  for  pensions  in  1982. 

Mr.  Knudson  guessed  that  most  local 
churches  "probably  will  not  be  raising 
pastor’s  salaries  because  of  the  pension 
payment.” 

In  the  Southern  New  England  Annual 
Conference  the  total  pensions 
apportionment  —  which  includes  old  and 
new  programs  —  will  increase  by  only  2.8 
percent,  said  Terry  Clay  Thomason, 
conference  treasurer.  But,  that 
conference  will  enter  the  new  program  at 
10  percent  of  denominational  average 
compensation  —  as  opposed  to  the 
recommended  12  percent.  That 
conference  also  has  the  advantage  of 
only  a  $4.2  million  unfunded  liability,  he 
said. 

That  could  increase  to  $7.7  million  if 
the  conference  approves  a  recommended 
2  percent  increase  in  current  retirement 
benefits  this  year. 

“The  great  danger  is  that  the 
liquidation  of  unfunded  liabilities 
become  the  preoccupation  of  the  local 
church  and  the  conference  as  far  as  bud¬ 
geting  is  concerned,”  Bishop  Loder  said. 
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Paying  for  ministers’  retirement 
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Need  remains  for  black  colleges 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS  a  /»/*.  .  Pi*  ,  > 

Affirmation  of  students  potential 
is  priority  there ,  presidents  say 


Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Black  colleges  related 
to  the  Methodist  church  continue  to  fill 
needs  unmet  by  even  the  most  integrated 
predominantly  white  institutions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  presidents. 

The  Council  of  Presidents  of  the  12 
historically  black  UM-related  colleges, 
met  here  last  month  to  discuss  more  than 
how  their  schools  should  handle  the 
financial  hard-times  that  all  private 
schools  anticipate,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  News  Service  release. 

“But  when  the  Reagan  squeeze  on 
higher  education  comes,  you  know  who 
will  suffer,’’  said  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  of  the  Philadelphia  Area.  Black 
colleges  need  upgrading;  this  is  the 
message  that  must  get  to  the  church,  he 
stated. 

“Why  do  we  need  Paine  College  or 
Bennett  or  other  black  colleges  now  that 


DALLAS  —  Two  of  the  most  basic 
questions  facing  humanity  today  are 
“who  possesses  the  most  accurate  view 
of  reality?”  and  “what  is  the  nature  of 
the  Christian  faith?”  a  United  Methodist 
bishop  told  a  group  of  church  newspaper 
editors  here  last  week. 

“It  is  my  conviction  that  the  church 
possesses  as  accurate  a  view  of  reality  as 
any  institution  in  the  world  —  especially 
when  you  include  political  institutions 
such  as  our  State  Department,”  Bishop 
Leroy  Hodapp  of  the  UMC’s  Illinois  Area 
asserted.  And  he  also  offered  on  biblical 
grounds  a  vigorous  affirmation  of  the 
understanding  of  the  Christian  faith 
which  is  found  in  so-called  mainline 
religious  denominations. 

Bishop  Hodapp,  who  is  also  president 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  was  the  featured  speaker  for 
the  eighth  annual  meeting  of  editors 
from  the  44  annual  conferences  which 
publish  editions  of  the  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Referring  to  his  episcopal  trip  to 
Southern  Africa  two  years  ago,  Bishop 
Hodapp  said  that  the  reality  of  conditions 
there  was  “so  far  removed  from  what 
was  reported  to  people  in  this  country 
that  it  was  not  even  the  same  reality.” 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  he  considers 
leaders  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to 
be  the  most  trustworthy  source  of 
information  about  El  Salvador  today. 
Given  the  choice  between  reality  as 
described  by  U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
Alexander  Haig  and  that  written  by 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  press  on 
site  in  the  Central  American  country, 
Bishop  Hodapp  said  he  has  no  doubt  that 
the  church’s  perception  of  reality  there  is 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
LOS  ANGELES  —  Asian  American 
hymns  reflecting  the  cultural  heritage  of 
five  peoples  was  to  have  its  public  debut 
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blacks  can  attend  fine  white  colleges?” 
and  “If  we’re  trying  to  develop  an 
inclusive  society,  why  insist  on 
maintaining  historically  black 
colleges?”  are  two  questions  often  asked 
of  them,  according  to  one  college 
president. 

“We’re  still  pioneering  pluralism  at 
Paine  College,"  the  Rev.  Julius  Scott,  its 
president  and  the  new  council  president, 
told  TM/UMR  following  the  meeting. 
“Up  until  1952,  our  campus  was  the  only 
place  you  could  attend  inter-racial 
conferences  in  Georgia.” 

Dr.  John  Q.  Taylor  King,  president  of 
Huston-Tillotson  College  and  the 
immediate  past  president  of  the  council, 
said  his  school  had  filled  a  similar  role  in 


“Black  institutions  are  the  chief 
Austin,  Tex.  Just  because  predominantly 
white  institutions  now  admit  blacks  he 
added,  certainly  is  no  reason 
predominantly  black  schools  should  shut 
their  doors. 

He  added  in  a  phone  interview  with 
TM/UMR  after  the  meeting  that  it  would 
make  as  much  sense  to  close  a 
historically  white  school  as  to  close  a 
college  such  as  his. 

“A  quality  institution  ought  to 
continue,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Scott  said  the  historically  black 
colleges  provide  an  affirmation  —  to  any 
student  who  needs  it,  but  to  blacks 
especially  —  that  everyone  “can  be 
somebody.” 


forgiveness  and  reconciliation,”  Bishop 
Hodapp  said.  “If  we  will  maintain  that 
kind  of  faith  —  who  cares  if  we  lose  the 
battle  —  we  will  win  the  war  eventually.” 

In  addressing  issues  which  specifically 
affect  the  way  church  journalists  do  their 
work,  Bishop  Hodapp  said  that  the  first 
loyalty  of  Christian  journalists  should  be 
to  the  truth. 

He  said  conference  newspaper  editors 
are  professionals  who  should  be  free  to 
report  the  news  of  the  church  as  they  see 
it,  regardless  of  how  the  bishop  or  other 
church  officials  feel  about  it. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  that  as  a  church 
leader,  he  appreciates  being  consulted 
when  articles  which  relate  to  him  are 
being  prepared  “for  the  sake  of  accur¬ 
acy,”  but  that  a  bishop  doesn’t  have  the 
time,  energy  or  expertise  to  direct  other 
professionals  in  doing  their  tasks. 

He  added  that  the  appropriate  type  of 
relationship  between  bishops  (and  other 
church  officials)  and  the  church  press  is 
where  consultation  can  freely  occur.  As 
an  example,  he  said  the  bishop  can 
suggest  directions  for  a  story  to  go,  and 
there  is  the  clear  understanding  that  the 
decision  of  what  to  print  is  the  editor’s. 

“This  type  of  relationship  can  occur 
only  if  it’s  freely  offered  —  not 
demanded,  ”  he  sa  id. 

In  response  to  criticisms  sometimes 
leveled  at  the  church  press  for  printing 
news  dealing  with  issues  that  many 
would  rather  not  have  to  face,  Bishop 
Hodapp  said  that  “conflict  situations  are 
the  best  opportunity  for  teaching  and 
learning  that  one  can  encounter.” 

He  said  that  he  encourages  pastors  and 
district  superintendents  in  his  area  to  use 
situations  in  which  people  become  upset 
about  what  they  read  as  an  opportunity 
for  learning  and  growth  to  take  place. 

Trial  pending 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

CONNELLS VILLE,  Pa.  —  For  two  pro¬ 
bationary  ministers  who  face  discontin¬ 
uance  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference,  the  central  issue  is 
the  mission  emphases  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

For  conference  officials,  however,  the 
central  issue  is  disobedience  to  the  order 
and  discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  their  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  Sam  Allaman  told  TM/UMR. 

The  two  pastors,  the  Revs.  Alex  Ufema 
and  John  Finkbeiner,  notified  in  mid- 
March  that  the  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  voted  to  recommend 
their  termination  at  annual  conference  in 
June,  have  requested  a  church  trial. 
The  trial  date  has  not  been  set. 

The  two  met  with  the  conference’s 
Joint  Review  Committee  Feb.  17  in 
accordance  with  new  church  procedures 
which  attempt  to  reconcile  differences  in 
such  cases. 

Appearing  with  them,  as  a  full  member 
of  the  conference  in  accordance  with  the 
procedure,  was  the  Rev.  Donn  Chapman 
of  Derry,  Pa. 

Mr.  Chapman  said  the  two  pastors  “as 
a  matter  of  conscience”  had  told  church 
members  they  could  not  encourage  them 
to  support  payment  of  the  World  Service 
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vehicle  of  upward  mobility  for  blacks  in 
America.  The  black  institutions  graduate 
the  black  students.  While  black  students 
may  go  to  the  white  institutions,  too 
often  they  don’t  graduate  from  them,”  he 
added. 

He  described  the  "not  too  subtle  brain¬ 
washing”  that  black  students  get  at 
historically  black  institutions. 

"We  take  them  from  poor,  deprived 
public  schools  and  say,  “You  can  be  a 
doctor  or  a  preacher  or  a  lawyer  or  a 
pharmacist’,”  Dr.  Scott  explained.  He 
said  he  can  date  the  beginning  of  his  own 
progress  towards  a  Ph.D.  and  college 
presidency  from  a  day  in  class  in  a 
historically  black  school  when  an 
instructor  told  him,  “Someday,  you  may 
be  somebody  in  America.  ” 

He  said  such  affirmations  do  not  occur 
in  white  institutions  because  these 
schools  haven’t  seen  it  as  a  primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  undo  the  ego  damage  many 
young  blacks  have  experienced  in  our  cul¬ 
ture  growing  up  to  believe  they  are  some¬ 
how  lacking  in  ability  or  potential. 

The  historically  black  institutions 
“have  been  colleges  with  a  heart.  They 
have  always  told  students  ‘You  are 
somebody’,”  Dr.  King  said.  The 
historically  white  colleges  have  not  had 
to  make  this  effort,  he  explained, 
because  they  have  always  “received 
students  in  the  upper  20  percent  of  their 
classes.” 

“This  college  has  a  history  of  providing 
a  meaningful  educational  experience  for 
young  people  who  for  one  reason  or 
another  have  not  been  taught  in  the 
public  schools,”  he  said. 

He  told  of  a  black  student  refused 
admission  to  a  predominantly  white, 
prestigious  univeristy  who  eventually 
enrolled  at  Huston-Tillotson.  After 
completing  undergraduate  studies,  the 
student  successfully  completed  master’s 
and  doctoral  work  at  the  same  university 
which  originally  refused  him  admission. 
The  man  now  is  on  the  faculty  of  another 
prestigious  university. 

Methodists  plan 
unity  covenant 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Some  65  bishops 
of  four  Methodist  denominations  agreed 
here  last  month  to  send  a  joint  resolution 
of  “cooperation”  to  the  next  general 
conferences  of  their  denominations. 

The  denominations  are  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  and  United  Methodist.  Their 
combined  membership  is  approximately 
14  million. 

The  resolution  would  authorize  a  Joint 
Methodist  Commission  on  Cooperative 
Missional  Thrust,  which  would  develop  a 
“covenant  of  unity”  affirming 
“readiness  to  consider  fuller 
cooperation”  and  would  explore  ways  to 
eliminate  overlap  and  to  cooperate 
“immediately.  .  .  at  every  level.” 


Fund  apportionment  because  it 
contained  dollars  for  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

He  said  the  pastors  supported  other 
aspects  of  the  UMC’s  work  and  of  the 
World  Service  Fund,  but  that  the  only 
way  to  avoid  sending  money  to  the 
mission  board  was  not  to  pay  the  World 
Service  apportionment. 

At  subsequent  meetings  with  the  six 
churches  served  by  the  two  ministers, 
two  churches  —  Perryoplis  and  Fairview 
—  withdrew  World  Service  support,  but 
the  other  four  churches  voted  to  support 
denominational  policy  to  pay  the 
apportionment. 

Mr.  Ufema  has  stated  that  “we 
believed  that  instead  of  continuing  to 
support  the  global  board,  we  would  be 
serving  God  better  by  encouraging  our 
churches  to  give  to  missionaries  that  we 
knew  were  doing  good.  ’  ’ 

“The  opposition  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  only  a  minor  part  of  the 
issue,”  said  Mr.  Allaman.  He  had 
repeatedly  met  with  the  ministers  to 
encourage  their  participation  in  district 
life  and  to  explain  church  polity  —  which 
the  ministers  vowed  to  support  when 
they  were  ordained  deacons  last  June  — 
to  no  avail. 

The  Joint  Review  Committee  —  com¬ 
posed  of  three  district  superintendents 
and  three  members  of  the  board  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry  —  decided  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  should  be  referred  to  the  full  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry.  The  board,  after 
studying  the  Review  Committee  report, 
voted  unanimously  to  recommend  dis¬ 
continuance  of  the  first  year  proba¬ 
tioners. 

Meanwhile,  the  two  pastors  have  been 
given  a  leave  of  absence  because  they 
were  unwilling  to  perform  duties  of  a  UM 
minister  and  were  removed  from  the 
pulpits  they  filled  for  nine  months.  Mr. 
Ufema  was  appointed  last  June  to 
Perryopolis,  Fairview  and  Layton  UM 
congregations;  Mr.  Finkbeiner  began  at 
the  same  time  in  the  adjacent  Redstone, 
Newell  and  Star  Junction  churches. 

The  two  may  be  the  first  with  whom  a 
new  UMC  procedure  —  adopted  by  the 
1980  General  Conference  —  to  reconcile 
problems  between  ministers,  local 
churches  and  the  annual  conference  has 
been  used  before  resorting  to  a  trial. 
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more  accurate. 

"Whether  you  like  it  or  not,  some 
(distorted)  views  of  reality  often  become 
self-fulfilling  prophecies.  The  time  to 
combat  them  is  while  they  are  still  fiction 
in  somebody’s  mind,”  Bishop  Hodapp 
said.  “I  hate  to  think  what  this  world  will 
be  like  if  it  starts  to  reflect  General 
Haig’s  mind.” 

He  urged  the  editors  of  TM/UMR 
conference  editions  not  to  hesitate  to 
gather  news  on  an  ecumenical  basis,  and 
in  cases  like  El  Salvador,  to  make  use  of 
some  Roman  Catholic  press  reports. 
Issues  based  upon  faith 

“All  of  the  other  societal  issues  with 
which  the  church  is  involved  are  based 
upon  the  way  we  understand  the 
Christian  faith,”  Bishop  Hodapp  said, 
referring  to  his  second  major  concern. 

The  real  issue  between  the  "New 
Religious  Right”  and  “mainline 
churches”  is  the  nature  of  the  Christian 
faith,  he  said.  The  United  Methodist  and 
other  mainline  churches  need  to 
articulate  their  understanding  of  the 
faith  in  biblical  terms.  He  defended  the 
right  of  “New  Religious  Right”  leaders 
to  influence  the  political  arena,  but  said 
he  saw  much  more  a  narrow  rationalism 
than  biblical  faith  in  what  they  advocate. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  the  “television 
preachers  and  the  New  Religious  Right” 
leaders  are  people  who  are  increasingly 
effective  in  spreading  their  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Christian  faith.  He  said 
the  mainline  churches  would  do  well  to 
emulate  their  conviction  and  zeal. 

“Our  church  has  one  of  the  greatest 
opportunities  it’s  had  in  my  lifetime  to 
define  the  faith  as  that  which  is 
concerned  with  the  biblical  concepts  of 
peace,  justice,  grace,  repentance, 


during  a  United  Methodist  national 
conference  here  last  weekend. 

“While  we  are  learning  the  western 
culture,  we  want  to  keep  our  own 
heritage,  and  we  need  Asian  songs," 
explained  the  Rev.  Chang  Soon  Lee, 
associate  pastor  for  the  Korean  ministry 
at  Wilshire  UMC  here. 

His  church  hosted  the  hymn  festival 
featuring  pieces  composed  by  Chinese, 
Filipino,  Japanese,  Korean  and 
Taiwanese  which  was  held  during  the 
meeting  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Asian  American  United  Methodists. 

Outlining  how  hymns  for  the  new 
collection  differ  from  those  found  in  the 
UMC  hymnal,  Dr.  Lee  said  differences 
go  beyond  melodies  or  tunes. 

“The  content  reflects  immigrant 
situations.  We  feel  like  pilgrims  or 
pioneers  from  the  East  —  a  lot  like  the 
pioneers  who  came  West  200  years  ago,” 
he  added.  Without  their  faith,  the  Asian 
Americans  could  not  handle  as  well  the 
difficult  situations  many  face,  a  theme 
which  is  often  reflected  in  the  new  Asian 
American  hymns. 


Two  tangle  with  UMC  law 


Solving  hunger  problems 
led  to  new  understandings 


distribute  food  and  others  are 
collecting  clothing  to  supply  the  bank. 

“The  consciousness  of  our  students 
was  raised  as  they  began  to  realize 
that  hunger  was  an  issue  that 
concerned  them  directly,”  said  Mr. 
McKee. 

The  Food  Bank,  which  distributes  a 
“goody  bag”  containing  nutritional 
food  to  last  one  or  two  days,  serves  the 
general  community  and  many 
students  from  the  college  campus. 

According  to  Mr.  McKee,  students 
who  live  off  campus  have  very  little 
money  left  for  food  by  the  time  they 
pay  their  tuition,  books  and  rent.  It  is 
even  harder  for  students  who  don’t 
fall  into  the  normal  categories  for  food 
assistance. 

Food  closets  in  Delaware 

A  similar  type  of  food  bank  project 
is  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Methodist 
Action  Program  (MAP),  a  UM- 
related  community  center  in 
Wilmington,  Delaware  that  has  a 
Hunger  Action  Task  Force. 

The  task  force  project  called  “Food 
Closets”  freely  distributes  food  to 
those  in  need. 

“The  concept  of  having  food  closets 
isn't  anything  new.  Many  of  our 
churches  have  always  given  food  to 
the  needy.  Eight  years  ago  we  decided 
to  formalize  the  structure  and  have 
central  locations  to  give  out  food,” 
said  the  Rev.  James  Young,  director 
of  MAP. 

Mr.  Young  said  the  principle 
impetus  behind  the  program  was  the 
high  unemployment  rate  and  low 
public  assistance  grants  for  low- 
income  persons  in  the  Wilmington 
area. 

The  Food  Closets  are  located  in  the 
central  areas  of  the  city  and  are 
housed  in  churches,  YMCAs  and  other 
community  centers.  Each  closet 
contains  non-perishable  canned  goods 
and  food  items  that  have  nutritive 
value. 

“Most  people  come  primarily  in 
emergency  situations  when  they  no 
longer  have  money  for  food.  We  do 
keep  track  of  the  persons  who  come 
by  —  interviewing  them  and  keeping  a 
record  on  how  much  we  have  given 
out,”  said  Mr.  Young. 

As  a  partner  for  Food  Closets,  Food 
Warehouse,  was  created  last  October 
to  meet  the  needs  of  Food  Closets.  The 
warehouse  buys  food  at  discount  rates 
and  sells  them  to  the  closets.  This 
allows  for  a  greater  variety  of  food 
where  in  some  places  you  have  an 
oversupply  of  one  particular  food 
item,  Mr.  Young  said. 

The  state  of  Delaware  gave  a  grant 
of  $80,000  to  Food  Warehouse  for  the 
purchase  of  food.  The  warehouse  is 
not  open  to  the  general  public. 

Another  hunger  project  in 
Wilmington  is  the  Emmanuel  Dining 
Room  which  was  originally  conceived 
by  Catholic  priests  but  now  operates 
out  of  Asbury  UMC.  It  provides  200 
free  hot  meals  a  day.  No  questions  are 
asked  and  it  is  open  to  all,  year-round, 
seven  days  a  week. 

The  food  closets  supply  10,000 
families  a  year  with  food  while 
Emmanuel  Dining  Room  serves 
approximately  72,000  persons  during 
the  year,  according  to  Mr.  Young. 

The  Hunger  Task  Force  received  a 
grant  of  $11,500  during  the  past  two 
years  from  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  funds  for  hunger,  according 
to  Pannill  Taylor,  the  task  force 
director. 


ST.  CLAIR  VILLAGE,  Pa.  —  Shelves  bulge  with  packaged  products  and  fresh 
produce  marking  the  official  opening  of  a  food  "co-op”  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Bethany  House  Ministries  here. 

A  grant  of  $2,000  for  the  co-op  was  given  through  the  general  UMC  World 
Hunger  Missional  Priority  Advance  Special.  The  co-op  sells  products  at  a  small 
profit  above  wholesale  cost.  The  profits  are  then  used  toward  operating  costs. 
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By  BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  Writer 

“One  thing  can  snowball  into 
something  else”  some  United 
Methodists  found  when  confronted 
with  problems  of  hunger  in  their  local 
communities  that  they  weren’t 
expecting. 

This  snowball  effect  has  given  rise 
to  several  hunger  programs  started 
by  a  local  church,  a  UM-related 
community  center  and  a  campus 
Wesley  Foundation. 

The  first  started  five  years  ago 
when  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Oklahoma 
City  found  itself  in  a  quandary  when  a 
busload  of  Vietnamese  refugees  (84 
people)  came  into  the  city  and  more 
than  half  of  them  were  left  without 
sponsors. 

“I  was  called  to  help  find  food  for 
the  people  and  then  it  snowballed  into 
something  else,”  said  Barbara 
Jackson,  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s. 

That  “something  else”  became  the 
St.  Luke’s  refugee  program  which 
started  out  to  provide  food  for  the 
refugees  and  then  branched  out  to  find 
them  sponsors,  teach  them  English 
and  provide  emergency  relief  aid, 
explained  Ms.  Jackson,  the 
coordinator  of  the  program. 


Appeal  avoids  middleman 

“We  appealed  directly  to  the  people 
in  our  church  and  community  for 
funds  to  support  the  program.  All  the 
money  collected  goes  directly  to  help 
the  Vietnamese,”  she  said. 

Asked  why  the  program  didn’t  tap 
the  hunger  resources  of  the  general 
church,  Ms.  Jackson  responded  by 


saying,  “Setting  up  a  middleman 
costs  money.  A  person  who  gives  $20 
here  can  see  that  it  is  going  for  a  bag 
of  rice,  medicine  or  some  other  need.” 

Since  its  beginning,  the  program 
has  received  approximately  $3,000  a 
year  in  donations  from  members  of 
the  church  and  community  to  help  the 
refugee  families.  “We  have  this 
program  because  of  our  concern  for 
human  needs,”  said  Ms.  Jackson. 

Another  unexpected  appeal  for 
hunger  aid  came  to  the  Wesley 
Foundation  on  the  University  of 
Colorado’s  Boulder  campus.  The 
United  Methodist  students  there 
responded  to  an  appeal  to  help  supply 
a  Food  Bank  run  by  a  Catholic  parish 
with  food,  clothes  and  monetary  aid 
this  past  Christmas  season. 

“Our  student  congregation  of  40 
people  raised  over  $100  and  had  300 
parcels  of  food  ready  for  the  Food 
Bank,”  said  the  Rev.  Doug  McKee, 
co-director  of  the  Foundation. 

The  project,  which  was  going  to  be 
short-term,  has  now  blossomed  into 
an  ongoing  concern.  Seven  students 
have  volunteered  time  to  help 


store  room. 


Hunger  appeal 

NEW  YORK  -  The  Interfaith  Hunger 
Appeal,  made  up  of  Church  World 
Service,  Catholic  Relief  Services  and  the 
American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution 
Committee,  has  joined  forces  with  the 
Advertising  Council  to  announce  the 
largest  advertising  campaign  to  fight 
world  hunger  ever  launched  in  this 
country. 

Through  public  service  messages  in 
magazines  and  newspapers,  on  radio  and 
television,  and  in  buses  and  subways,  the 
campaign  will  seek  financial  and  other 
support  for  the  battle  against  world 
hunger. 


ABETTER  WAY  OF 
LIFE  FOR  PEOPLE 
58  AND  OLDER... 


McKendree  Manor  Towers 
Retirement  Center  offering  you 
security  and  comfort  during  those 
Golden  Years.  Let  us  show  you 
what  you  are  missing.  Write  or 
call  today.  615/889-6990. 

McKendree  Manor  T outers 
4343  Lebanon  Road 
Hermitage,  TN  37076 


Educators  hear  Marian  Wood 


John  Wesley,  portrayed  by  Bill  Vance,  a  Frontier  Airlines  pilot  from 
Bedford,  Texas,  and  Rev.  Beverly  Bond,  pastor  of  Henning  Memorial  UMC, 
Sulphur. 


‘John  Wesley’s  visit 
surprises  congregation 


Sulphur  —  Just  as  the  Rev.  Beverly  E. 
Bond  of  Henning  Church  began  his 
sermon,  a  man  in  18th  century  clothing 
and  hairstyle  stepped  into  the  sanctuary 
and  demanded  in  a  booming  voice,  "You, 
sir!  Are  you  the  preacher?  Is  this 
gathering  a  Methodist  society?  ” 

The  congregation  turned  in  surprise 
and  some  even  admitted  later  to  a  bit  of 
fear. 

Acknowledging  himself  to  be  a 
Methodist  preacher,  Rev.  Bond  asked, 
"But  who  are  you?” 

‘‘You  are  a  Methodist  minister  and  you 
don’t  know  who  I  am?”  John  Wesley 
turned  to  the  people  and  said, 
"Obviously,  this  poor  fellow  is  not  one  of 
my  more  intelligent  preachers!  ” 

“You  look  like  someone  who  went  to  a 
Saturday  night  costume  party  and 
haven’t  been  home  yet,”  the  incredulous 
pastor  replied. 

Finally  invited  on  up  to  the  front  of  the 
church,  Mr.  Wesley  proceeded  "to 
examine  this  Methodist  Church  in  the 
light  of  true  methodism.”  He  praised  the 
members  of  the  Administrative  Board 
and  Church  School  for  their  good 
example  of  worship  attendance  and 
imparted  special  challenges  to  each  of 
the  two  groups  as  they  stood  at  his 
invitation. 

Wesley  proceeded  to  inquire  about  the 
congregation’s  giving  to  benevolences 
and  to  charge  them  to  help  the  pastor  in 
his  visiting  "from  house  to  house.”  "The 
early  Methodist  societies  revolutionized 
England  ...  by  small  groups  of 
laypersons  who  visited  with  one  another 
in  loving  care  and  concern  . .  . 
Remember,”  he  thundered,  ‘‘that  in  a 
Methodist  Society  ALL  are  doers 
equally,  not  just  the  preacher  alone.” 


(Pgppcff 

I  THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Seiler  died  on  April  3rd. 
He  was  pastor  of  Livingston-James 
Chapel-Mangum.  He  was  a  probationary 
Member  of  the  Conference,  in  process 
of  becoming  a  full  member,  having  come 
from  another  denomination. 


Turning  to  the  pastor,  Mr.  Wesley 
inquired  about  his  faith  in  Christ  and 
asked  if  he  were  ‘‘going  on  to 
perfection.”  When  Rev.  Bond  replied 
that  "nobody’s  perfect,”  Wesley  sternly 
reminded  him  that  “understanding  your 
fellow  man  and  tolerating  his  weakness 
is  true  methodism;  but  tolerating  your 
own  is  not.”  He  then  charged  the  entire 
congregation  to  meditate  on  Matthew 
5:48,  “even  this  evil  malady  called  ‘self- 
satisfaction’  is  purged  forever  from  your 
souls.” 

To  keep  from  becoming  satisfied  with 
their  giving,  Wesley  reminded  the 
congregation  that  “true  giving  means 
giving  up  something”  and  challenged 
them  to  “TOTAL  commitment,  Of 
prayer.  Of  presence.  Of  gifts.  And  of 
service.  That  is  Methodism,  and 
Methodism  is  nothing  less.” 

Promising  to  come  back  in  a  few  years 
"to  see  if  you  have  proved  as  bold  and 
ingenious  and  dedicated  as  my  first 
people,”  Wesley  exited  down  the  aisle, 
shaking  hands  here  and  there  as  he 
departed. 

Just  before  the  benediction,  "Mr. 
Wesley”  reappeared  in  the  person  of  Bill 
Vance,  a  Frontier  Airlines  pilot  from 
Bedford,  Texas.  For  the  past  five  years, 
Vance  has  presented  his  John  Wesley 
impersonation  and  message  to  over 
75,000  persons  i*  churches  across  the 
United  States  and  to  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  1976. 

Vance  also  wrote  the  dramas  about  the 
history  and  future  of  the  Sunday  School 
which  were  presented  at  the  1980 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Reaction  of  the  Henning  congregation 
to  his  John  Wesley  presentation  was, 
typically,  "Great!”  "Super!”  "Very 
interesting  and  effective!”  according  to 
Rev.  Beverly  Bond,  pastor. 


Samplers  for  new 
adult  curriculum  mailed 


Attending  the  Spring  Retreat  of  Louisiana  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship,  1.  to  r.,  Front  row,  Lura  Hunter,  Betsy  Malone,  Jo  Ann  Cook, 
Laura  Sawyer,  Shirley  Arnold,  and  Pat  Hogan;  second  row,  Don  Emler,  Jim 
Cox,  Carla  Bauer,  and  Marty  Fulmer.  Attending,  but  not  shown  in  the 
picture  were:  Kathi  Finnell,  Robin  Gill,  Mary  Lou  Murphy,  and  Brenda 
Layman. 


The  1981  Centenary  College  -  Fabsteel  Quiz  Bowl  competition  is 
underway,  according  to  a  release  from  Centenary  College.  Quiz  Bowl 
Director  Bob  Wiemar  of  KSLA-TV  in  Shreveport  instructs  team  members  on 
the  format  of  the  game.  Winners  of  the  matches,  which  are  aired  on 
Saturdays,  are  awarded  scholarships  to  Centenary  College. 

W,  Monroe  relocatioon 

Congregation  prepares  to  move 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held 
by  members  of  First  UMC,  West  Monroe 
recently.  The  building  that  is  to  be 
constructed  will  be  the  first  phase  of  a 
relocation  program  which  will  move  the 
church  next  to  1-20  at  the  end  of 
Glenwood  Drive  in  West  Monroe. 

The  new  construction  is  to  include 
offices,  kitchen,  library,  education 
rooms,  activities  area,  a  combination 
social  hall  and  sanctuary,  and  parking, 
according  to  Dr.  DeWitt  Ginn,  minister. 

Ginn  says  that  the  congregation  has 
outgrown  its  present  facility,  and  that  the 
church  should  be  located  in  an  area  that 
is  more  central  to  the  community 
population.  It  is  expected  that  the  new 
facility  will  be  occupied  in  mid-1962. 

Members  of  the  Building  Committee 
are:  Robert  Kennedy,  chairperson;  Mrs. 
Jo  Adams;  Mrs.  Margaret  Truly;  Dale 
Antley;  Henry  Camp;  Jeff  Caldwell;  G. 
C.  Harrod;  Amos  Hood;  Clyde  Jordon; 
Mrs.  Margaret  McKee;  Ed  Stinson;  and 
George  Welch. 

Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  superintendent 
of  the  Monroe  District,  offered  words  of 
congratulations  and  encouragement  to 
the  congregation.  Other  honored  guests 
were  West  Monroe  Mayor,  Dave  Norris 
and  State  Representative  Shady  Wall. 
The  first  to  break  ground  for  the  new 


building  were  long-time  members, 
Luther  Branch  and  George  Welch. 


Nashville.  Tenn.  —  Samplers 
introducing  United  Methodism’s  new 
adult  curriculum  resources  were  mailed 
from  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  to  over  800  church  leaders, 
including  bishops,  district 
superintendents,  and  conference  offices 
during  March. 

The  samplers  contain  leader  and 
student  copies  of  the  new  Fall  1981  adult 
curriculum  resources,  along  with  a  local 
church  publicity  packet.  New  adult 
resources  are:  "Books  of  the  Bible:  A 
Survey  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments”; 
Book  I:  Genesis,  of  die  “Genesis  to 
Revelation”  series;  "Ages  and  Stages: 
Christian  Adulthood";  and  “Faith  Meets 
Life.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  endorsed 
the  two  Bible  studies  as  part  of  a  church- 
wide  emphasis  on  Bible  study  and  have 
agreed  to  give  leadership  in  introducing 
the  new  curriculum  as  part  of  their 
follow  through  with  the  episcopal 
address  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 
The  address  said,  “We  commit  ourselves 
to  provide  leadership  in  an  intensive  and 


D.  L.  McGuire,  superintendent;  State  Representative, .Shady  Wall,  Building 
Committee  Chairperson,  Robert  Kennedy,  West  Monroe  Mayor,  Dave 
Norris;  and  the  pastor,  Dr.  DeWitt  Ginn. 


continuing  Bible  study  program.” 

Each  of  the  samplers  mailed  carries 
the  distinct  “Intro  80s”  logo,  the  banner 
designating  the  introduction  of  all  of  the 
new  UM  curriculum  resources  during  the 
1980s.  New  children  and  youth  resources 
will  be  available  for  use  in  Fall  1982. 

“The  development,  implementation, 
and  introduction  of  these  new  resources 
has  been  a  long  process  involving  many 
people,”  said  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of 
church  school  publications.  "The 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  has  been  planning, 
researching,  executing,  and  evaluating 
for  over  four  years.” 

“We  think  we  have  developed  some 
very  outstanding  Bible  resources  for  use 
in  United  Methodist  Churches,”  Watts 
continued.  “The  samplers  give  a  good 
overview  of  the  new  resources  and  will 
enable  those  people  working  in  adult 
ministries  to  decide  which  of  the 
materials  they  will  want  to  use  in  their 
classes  next  fall.” 

Samplers  are  on  sale  through 
Cokesbury  bookstores  and  regional 
service  centers  for  $5.95.  Curriculum 
resources  are  developed  by  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  staff 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
published  by  Graded  Press,  curriculum 
publishing  unit  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 


Christian  Educators  Fellowship  of 
Louisiana  met  for  a  Spring  Retreat  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  retreat  was  Dr. 
Marian  Wood,  Marriage  and  Family 
Counselor  from  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Wood’s 
topic,  “Dealing  with  Stress  in  Church 
Related  Jobs,”  provided  insight  for  those 


attending  the  2-day  event. 

Officers  for  1981  were  elected.  They 
are:  President,  Shirley  Arnold,  Gretna; 
President,  Lura  Hunter,  University 
Lake  Charles;  and  Secretary  - 
Laura  Sawyer,  First  UMC, 


There  are  still  a  few  churches  that 
have  not  sent  in  any  kind  of  report  on 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
subscription  campaign.  The  dead¬ 
line  was  extended  until  this  week, 
but,  following  the  edition  of  the 
current  issue,  all  overdue 
subscriptions  will  be  cancelled. 

A  new  procedure  was  used  this 
year,  so  that  each  report  was  sent  to 
United  Methodist  Reporter  as  it  was 
received.  If  you  sent  your 
subscription  to  the  church  office, 
and  still  have  not  received  the  first 
issue  of  your  paper,  you  should 
contact  the  church  office.  There  are 
no  reports  that  have  come  to  the 
conference  office  which  have  not 
been  worked. 
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Children’s  Home 
'  seeks  minority 
student  worker 


Ruston  —  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
is  seeking  a  college  student  from  an 
ethnic  minority  to  serve  as  a  summer 
worker  at  the  Ruston  agency.  The  young 
person  hired  will  serve  in  a  variety  of 
different  work  areas  within  the  agency, 
so  that  he/she  may  gain  an  overall 
exposure  to  the  work  of  a  residential 
child  care  facility. 

At  least  half  of  the  work  will  be  in  the 
area  of  recreation.  Therefore,  this 
person  should  have  some  skill  in  leading 
recreational  activities,  including  arts 
and  crafts. 

In  addition  to  recreation,  the  worker 
will  also  be  involved  in  other  program 
areas,  such  as  child  care  and  religious 
education.  The  worker  will  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  learn  about  a  United 
Methodist  health  and  welfare  ministry 
while  earning  a  stipend  for  his/her 


college  expenses.  Part  of  this  stipend  will 
be  paid  through  the  Harry  R.  Kendall 
Trust  Fund,  which  is  administered 
through  the  national  division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Applicants  should  have  completed 
their  freshman  year  in  college  by  this 
summer.  They  should  be  of  mature 
Christian  character,  and  have  an  interest 
in  working  with  children  and  youth.  In 
addition,  the  applicant  must  be  a 
member  of  an  ethnic  minority  group  and 
preferably  should  be  a  United  Methodist. 

Interested  persons  should  send  a  brief 
(no  more  than  2  pages)  statement  with 
information  concerning  themselves  as 
well  as  why  they  are  interested  in  this 
position.  This  should  be  mailed  by  no 
later  than  April  30  to  Rev.  Doug 
Williams;  P.  O.  Drawer  929,  Ruston, 
71270. 


Child  care  service 
available  at  conf. 

Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams,  one  of  the  co¬ 
chairpersons  of  the  Conference 
Commission  on  die  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  has  just  announced  that  the 
commission  plans  to  make  available 
child  care  for  the  children  of  clergy  and 
lay  delegates  who  attend  the  sessions  of 
the  Annual  Conference  this  year. 

According  to  Williams,  the  service  will 
be  available  in  two  different  places, 
according  to  the  function  of  the 
conference.  During  the  plenary  sessions 
in  the  “Gold  Dome,”  it  will  be  provided 
for  children  from  six  weeks  to  five  years 
of  age  at  Broadmoor  UMC.  Additionally, 
there  will  be  a  nursery  at  First  UMC, 
when  the  evening  worship  services,  and 
the  Monday  afternoon  session  is  held. 

To  help  defray  the  expense  of  the 
program,  there  will  be  a  charge  of  $4.00 
for  one  child  and  $2.00  for  each  additional 
child,  per  day.  The  hours  for  the  service 
at  Broadmoor  are: 

Tuesday —  8:15  a.m.  —5:00  p.m. 

Wednesday —  8:15  a.m.  — 5:00  p.m. 

Thursday —  8:15  a.m.  — 1:00  p.m. 
According  to  Williams,  parents  should 
provide  a  lunch  for  their  child/ren. 
Snacks  will  be  provided. 

There  will  be  a  limited  number  of 
rooms  available  at  Centenary  College  for 
delegates  with  children.  These  will  be 
reserved  on  a  “first-come-first-serve- 
basis.”  Requests  for  one  of  these  rooms 
should  be  indicated  when  room 
reservations  are  made. 

All  delegates  with  children  will  stay  in 
the  same  area  of  Hardin  Hall;  and  the 
announcement  specified  that  “no 
exceptions  are  to  be  made.”  There  is  a 
limit  of  two  adults  and  two  children  per 
room;  and  provision  should  be  made  by 
parents  for  children  to  sleep  on  the  floor. 

Williams  said,  “Reservations  for  child 
care  should  be  made  by  writing  me  at  P. 
O.  Box  177,  Logansport,  71049.  Please  do 
not  plan  to  use  the  child  care  service 
without  making  reservations.” 


New  Associate 
editor  named 


We  are  very  pleased  to  announce 
that  a  new  Associate  Editor  will 
begin  his  duties  with  our  staff, 
effective  immediately.  In  fact,  he 
will  be  responsible  for  the  next  issue 
of  the  paper  that  you  receive. 

VICTOR  M.  ANDREWS  is  a 
Journalism  major  at  Louisiana 
State  University.  He  has  completed 
three  years  of  study,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  staff  for  the  school 
paper  at  L.S.U.,  serving  as  a 
reporter,  typesetter,  lay-out,  and 
associate  managing  editor. 

Andrews  is  also  an  active  member 
of  the  Gonzales  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  he  sings  in  the  choir. 

We  are  very  happy  to  have  him  as 
a  member  of  the  staff  in  the  Area 
Office,  and  we  know  that  you  will 
benefit  from  his  many  talents. 
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Jones- Cadwallader  — ■ 
lectures  in  N.  O . 


Jones-Cadwallader  Lecturer,  Dr. 
Dan  E.  Solomon,  Senior  Minister  of 
Travis  Park  UMC,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Dr.  Dan  E.  Solomon  delivered  the  C.  I. 
Jones  —  Charles  N.  Cadwallader 
Memorial  Lectures  at  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC  earlier  this  week. 

The  lecture  series  is  a  gift  of  Mrs. 


Charles  N.  Cadwallader,  La  Jolla, 
California,  in  memory  of  C.  I.  Jones,  her 
first  husband,  and  Mr.  Cadwallader.  It 
was  established  in  1949  with  Dr.  Norman 
Vincent  Peale  as  the  first  lecturer. 

This  year’s  lecturer  is  Senior  Minister 
of  Travis  Park  UMC,  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  He  has  served  as  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Kerrville  District 
of  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference;  as 
pastor  of  St.  John’s  UMC,  Corpus 
Christi;  as  pastor  of  St.  Stephen  UMC, 
Amarillo;  and  as  Associate  Pastor,  First 
UMC,  Plain  view. 

Solomon  was  a  lecturer  for  the  1973 
Minister’s  Week  at  Southern  Methodist 
University.  A  number  of  his  articles  have 
been  published  in  “The  Pulpit," 
“Christian  Advocate,”  and  “West  Texas 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Magazine.”  He  is 
also  the  creator  of  “Cabinet,”  a 
simulation  game  based  on  the  appointive 
process  for  assigning  ministers  in  the 
church. 

Theme  for  this  year’s  Jones- 
Cadwallader  Lectures  was:  “Issues  that 
Invite  Initiative.”  The  six  lectures  were 
based  on  the  six  significant  issues 
defined  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  as  decisive  for  the  life  of 
people  called  Methodists  for  the 
quadrennium. 
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... _ _ _ _  Editorial 

The  most  reliable  view  of  reality  Young  adult  ministries 
is  one  grounded  in  biblical  faith 


Here  I  Stand 

need  our  attention 


The  two  most  basic  questions  facing 
humanity  today  —  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  —  are  “who  possesses 
the  most  accurate  view  of  reality?”  and 
“what  is  the  nature  of  the  Christian 
faith?” 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  Springfield, 
Illinois,  said  it  is  his  conviction  that  “the 
church  possesses  as  accurate  a  view  of 
reality  as  any  institution  in  the  world.” 
The  Illinois  Area  episcopal  leader  also 
said  “mainline  churches,”  including  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  have  a  great 
opportunity  “to  articulate  the  Christian 
faith  in  biblical  terms,”  (see  TM/UMR, 
April  3). 

We  commend  to  United  Methodists  — 
and  to  people  everywhere  —  Bishop 
Hodapp’s  assessment  of  the  church’s 
relative  believability  in  today’s  world. 

We  believe  that  a  foremost  concern  of 
most  persons  alive  today  is  that  of  devel¬ 
oping  an  accurate  and  reliable  view  of 
reality. 

Circumstances  during  recent  years 
have  caused  many  persons  to  grow 
skeptical  of  the  worldviews  offered  by 
traditionally  trusted  sources.  Too  often 
those  trusted  sources  have  provided  self- 
serving  “official  assessments  of  circum¬ 
stances,”  which  have  later  proved  not  to 
be  in  touch  with  reality.  The  result  is  sus¬ 
picion,  disillusionment,  and  loss  of  faith. 
We  would  be  less  than  candid  if  we  did 
not  acknowledge  that  the  views  of  reality 
offered  by  the  church  —  including  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  — 
have  also  come  under  suspicion  and 
attack  during  the  recent  past. 

Given  the  competing  truth  claims 
which  face  us  daily,  whose  view  of  reality 
is  most  to  be  trusted?  Uncritical  trust 
probably  should  not  be  placed  in  any 
human  institution.  We  agree  with  Bishop 
Hodapp,  however,  that  the  perception  of 
truth  by  persons  faithfully  seeking  to  live 
as  Christians  is  probably  as  dependable, 
or  more  dependable,  than  that  offered  by 
any  other  institution. 

The  situation  in  El  Salvador  today  was 
cited  by  Bishop  Hodapp  as  offering  a 
good  case  in  point.  There,  leaders  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  are  forcefully 
contesting  the  assessment  offered  by  our 
country’s  State  Department.  Assuming 
those  who  make  both  types  of  assess¬ 
ments  mean  well,  whose  view  is  the  more 
trustworthy:  one  which  tends  to  see  all 
reality  in  terms  of  the  conflicting  East- 
West  political  and  economic  philoso¬ 
phies,  or  one  which  seeks  to  see  all 
reality  in  terms  of  the  human  life  and 
dignity  to  which  all  of  God’s  children  are 
entitled? 

Beyond  the  church’s  relative  trust¬ 
worthiness  in  general,  Bishop  Hodapp 
also  has  made  what  we  believe  is  accom- 
pelling  case  for  the  perspective  on  reality 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Thornton,  Colorado 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  100  member 
families  of  a  brand  new  congregation: 
the  Good  Shepherd  UMC  in  Thornton, 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Thornton,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  join 
with  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).” 
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offered  by  the  much-maligned  “main¬ 
line”  churches.  He  rightly  suggests  that 
different  groups  of  Christians  operate  on 
the  basis  of  radically  different  under¬ 
standings  of  the  nature  of  the  Christian 
faith. 

Much  of  Bishop  Hodapp’s  critique  was 
aimed  at  leaders  of  the  “New  Religious 
Right"  whom  he  rightly  contends  have 
confused  biblical  faith  with  narrow 
nationalism  and  a  self-centered  political 
ideology.  However,  he  might  just  as 
accurately  have  pointed  his  barbs  at  the 
“Old  Religious  Left,”  which  has  often 
confused  the  Christian  gospel  with 
support  for  a  wide  variety  of  “liberal” 
causes.  In  both  cases,  biblical  faith  has 
fared  no  better  than  second  place  to  a 
dominant  political  ideology. 

We  believe  United  Methodists  —  and 
other  "mainline”  Christians  —  must 
recommit  ourselves  first  of  all  to 
developing  and  living  a  biblical  faith. 
With  Bishop  Hodapp,  we  believe  we  have 
a  great  opportunity  to  offer  a  view  of 
reality  which  is  conditioned  by  our 
understanding  of  the  Christian  faith  in 
terms  of  “the  biblical  concepts  of  peace, 
justice,  grace,  repentance,  forgiveness 
and  reconciliation.” 

As  we  study  and  grow  in  biblical  faith, 
we  cannot  escape  the  recognition  that 
God  has  a  special  interest  in  and  min¬ 
istry  to  people  who  are  poor  and 
oppressed.  God  calls  us  —  His  followers 
—  to  see  and  interpret  all  reality  through 
the  eyes  of  faith,  and  to  become  active 
advocates  for  people  in  need  —  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  This,  of  necessity,  will 
involve  us  as  Christians  in  political  activ¬ 
ity.  Whether  our  political  views  be  on 
the  “right,”  the  “left”  or  “in  the 
middle,”  however,  we  believe  it  is  im¬ 
portant  for  Christians  to  use  as  their 
starting  point  the  images  of  faith  and 
reality  found  in  the  Bible.  It  is  the  trust¬ 
worthiness  of  biblical  witness  which 
gives  credibility  to  the  church’s  view  of 
reality. 


By  GREG  JONES 

In  these  days  of  special  interest 
groups,  I  hesitate  to  bring  up  the  subject 
of  yet  another  group  “wanting  to  be 
heard.”  Nevertheless,  I  think  it  is  high 
time  we  focus  some  attention  on  young 
adults,  and  their  needs  and  concerns.  In¬ 
deed,  the  time  has  come  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  take  young  adult 
ministries  seriously. 

Where  are  the  young  adults? 

Actually,  a  more  appropriate  question 
might  be,  “Where  did  aU  of  our  youth 
go?”  Throughout  the  church,  programs 
of  youth  ministry  are  strong,  exciting, 
and  effective.  The  stories  that  appear  in 
TM/UMR  about  the  activities  of  various 
youth  groups  across  the  country  are 
heartwarming.  Conferences  sponsor 
events  which  attract  1000-1500  youth.  I 
don't  think  anyone  would  doubt  that,  on 
the  whole,  youth  ministry  programs  in 
local  churches,  districts,  and  confer¬ 
ences  are  a  success  story. 

Yet,  almost  inevitably,  youth  become 
young  adults.  And,  with  the  exception  of 
some  very  active  leaders,  the  youth  seem 
to  disappear  from  sight.  Active  young 
adult  programs  in  local  churches  are  the 


exception  rather  than  the  rule.  Active 
young  adults  in  any  phase  of  the  local 
church  are  difficult  to  find.  Conference- 
wide  young  adult  ministries  are  even 
more  difficult  to  find.  Indeed,  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  many  young  adults  and 
the  church  is  sometimes  close,  many 
times  distant,  and  most  often  non¬ 
existent. 

Young  adults,  many  of  whom  were  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  church  as  children  and  youth, 
are  in  each  of  our  communities.  Some  are 
in  college.  Some  have  graduated  from 
college  and  are  now  working.  Some  never 
went  to  college.  The  young  adults  are  in 
our  communities,  but  many  are  not  active 
in  a  church.  Why? 

What  is  the  problem? 

Young  adulthood  is  a  time  of  transi¬ 
tion.  Young  adults  are  leaving  the  nest, 
and  setting  out  on  their  own.  During  this 
transition,  it  is  very  easy  to  establish  a 
lifestyle  which  does  not  include  the 
church.  One  reason  is  that,  in  a  time 
when  they  are  struggling  with  issues  like 
intimacy  and  isolation,  young  adults  feel 
isolated  from  the  church. 

Historically,  traditionally,  and 
currently,  the  church  is  organized 


around  the  concept  of  the  nuclear  family. 
Thus  the  focus  of  our  ministries  has  been 
on  children,  youth,  and  adults  —  and 
understandably  so.  They  are  the  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  nuclear  family.  But  many 
young  adults  are  single,  and  don’t  fit  into 
the  nuclear  family  mold.  Even  those 
young  adults  who  are  married  are 


ship  with  other  Christians.  If  we  want  to 
take  our  faith  seriously,  then  we  need  to 
take  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  through 
the  church  to  young  adults. 

So,  what  do  we  do? 

It  would  be  easy  to  provide  a  step-by- 


usually  newly  married,  and  are  not  steP  approach  for  implementing  young 
really  what  could  be  called  a  nuclear-  adult  ministries,  but  I  don  t  think  that  is 


family.  Thus,  is  it  any  wonder  that  many 
young  adults  feel  alienated  from  the 
church?  Young  adults  are  not  just  “older 
youth,”  as  one  woman  referred  to  me. 
Nor  are  young  adults  really  adults,  be¬ 
cause  adulthood  is  frequently  considered 
synonymous  with  marriage  and  children. 
In  a  sense,  then,  young  adults,  as  far  as 
the  church  is  concerned,  are  “unique 
non-entities.” 

Some  young  adults  will  come  back  into 
the  church  after  marriage  and  the 
arrival  of  children.  Unfortunately,  many 
others  will  not  return.  Some  stay  single, 
and  continue  to  feel  alienated.  Others 
adapt  to  a  lifestyle  which  does  not 
involve  the  church,  and  never  change  it. 
If  we  are  to  be  serious  and  intentional 
about  evangelism,  shouldrt’t  we  be 
seeking  to  relate  to  the  needs  of  these 
people? 

In  talking  with  other  young  adults 
about  their  feelings  and  needs,  I  find  that 
the  most  frequent  words  that  come  up 
are  loneliness  and  alienation.  We  lament 
the  rise  of  cults  and  sects  which  are 
taking  away  our  young  adults.  Have  we 
ever  stopped  to  consider  seriously  that 
the  reason  might  be  that  these  groups  are 
doing  a  better  job  of  meeting  the  needs  of 
young  adults  than  are  our  churches? 
These  groups  offer  fellowship,  and  a 
feeling  of  belonging.  I  think  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  cults  and  sects  are  popular 
today  primarily  because  they  offer 
fellowship  and  a  feeling  of  belonging.  The 
doctrines  of  their  leaders  are,  I  think, 
secondary.  Part  of  what  being  a 
Christian  means  for  me  is  that  through 
my  faith  I  belong  to  the  body  of  Christ, 
and  have  the  opportunity  to  have  fellow- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Mission  outreach  message  often  is  lacking 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  every  self-satisfied  American 
Christian  would  read  the  article  by  Kent 
G.  Biller  headlined  “Are  we  really  living 
out  what  we  say  we  believe  about  mission 
outreach?”  (TM/UMR,  March  20.)  It  is  a 
message  too  often  lacking  in  the  church 
today:  that  our  primary  mission  here  on 
earth  is  to  help  others,  and  that  the  most 
vital  way  of  helping  them  is  to  introduce 
them  to  our  Savior. 

How  many  who  call  themselves  Chris¬ 
tians  even  try  to  live  up  to  the  high  stan¬ 
dards  that  God  sets  forth  in  His  Word? 
One  of  the  basic  components  of  Christian 
life  is  being  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  the 
light  of  the  world.  If  we  don’t  let  our  light 
shine  before  men,  they  will  not  glorify 
the  Father  in  heaven  (Matthew  5:13-16). 
Unfortunately,  most  20th-century  Chris¬ 
tians  seem  to  be  hiding  their  light  under 
baskets  —  baskets  that  have  pews  and 
steeples  and  stained-glass  windows. 

Was  not  the  Holy  Spirit  given  to  us  to 
empower  us  for  witness?  Can  we  be 
accused  of  "forcing  our  religion  on 
others”  when  “he  who  does  not  obey  the 
Son  shall  not  see  the  life,  but  the  wrath  of 
God  abides  on  him”?  (John3:36NASB). 

II  Corinthians  5:17-21  contains  a  very 
vivid  description  of  our  mission  in  life. 
Will  we  heed  the  call,  or  will  we  “prove 
disobedient  to  that  heavenly  vision”? 
Our  primary  mission  must  be  given  top 
priority  in  our  lives,  whether  that 
mission  is  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  or  right 
next  door. 

Rick  Nivens 
Uniontown,  Ohio 

People  will  give  joyfully 
if  their  gifts  ‘bear  fruit’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  could  not  agree  more  with  Kent 
Biller’s  "Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined 
“Are  we  really  living  out  what  we  say  we 
believe  about  mission  outreach?” 
(TM/UMR,  March  20.)  It  seems  that  the 
primary  focus  of  our  church’s  puny 
missions  program  is  social-political 
action.  While  I  am  an  advobate  of  many 
social-political  forms  of  outreach,  they 
should  not  be  our  primary  focus.  We  need 
to  begin  an  intentional  effort  to  bring 
people  to  a  personal  relationship  to  Jesus 
Christ  at  home  and  abroad.  Therein  lies 
the  power  of  Methodism  and  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

Apportionments  in  the  UMC  have  come 
to  be  regarded  in  many  local  congrega¬ 
tions  as  the  taxes  of  the  church.  Many 
United  Methodists  no  longer  give  their 
apportionments  joyfully;  rather  they 
give  as  grudgingly  as  they  do  to  the  IRS. 
Mr.  Biller’s  idea  of  having  missionaries 
visit  local  churches  is  an  excellent  one.  If 
people  knew  their  missions  dollar  was 
actually  bearing  fruit,  they  would  give 
joyfully  and  abundantly. 

Dan  Darby 
Palestine,  Texas 

Missionaries  may  not  be 
best  foreign  evangelists 
To  the  Editor: 

There  is  an  assumption  in  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  Kent  G.  Biller  head¬ 
lined  “Are  we  really  living  out  what  we 
say  we  believe  about  missions  out¬ 
reach?”  (TM/UMR,  March  20),  which 
needs  to  be  addressed.  I  believe  this 
assumption  points  to  a  wide-spread  mis¬ 
understanding  of  the  impact  of  a  partic¬ 
ular  activity  of  missionaries  on  church 
growth  in  other  countries. 

The  assumption  is  that  missionaries 
from  the  United  States  are  the  most 
effective  evangelizers  among  people 


outside  the  United  States.  This  would 
mean,  then,  they  go  on  to  assume,  that  if 
we  are  to  be  true  to  our  Lord’s  command 
to  evangelize  the  unevangelized  people  of 
the  world  we  must  send  more  evange¬ 
listic  missionaries. 

I  don’t  believe  these  assumptions  are 
well-founded.  Many  of  us  have  dis¬ 
covered  that  in  most  cases  missionaries 
are  not  the  most  effective  evangelists  — 
national  Christians  are.  We  have  also  dis¬ 


have  finally  made  public  their  serious 
concern  over  our  “biblical  illiteracy”  is 
truly  a  refreshing  outlook  in  the  direction 
of  accountability  before  our  Lord  for 
their  shepherds  role.  Their  efforts  in  this 
major  move  should  be  undergirded  with 
prayer  and  enthusiastic  support. 

What  troubles  me,  however,  in  the 
urgency  expressed  by  Bishop  McDavid 
as  “this  is  the  hour  for  it”  is  that  it 
appears  to  be  negatively  motivated  by 


covered  that,  (1)  sometimes  oationkfM  ‘his  concern  for  the  “strong  emphasis  on 
Christians  are  inadvertently  hampered  a  kind  of  fundamentalism .  .  .  literalism” 
in  their  evangelistic  efforts  by  foreign  of  many  political  and  religious  groups 


missionaries;  (2)  national  Christians  are 
often  more  “on  fire”  with  the  gospel  than 
foreign  missionaries;  (3)  national 
Christians  are  often  willing  to  make 
more  efforts  and  sacrifices  to  evangelize 
than  overseas  “missionaries,”  and  (4) 
most  churches  continue  to  grow,  some 
rapidly,  even  after  all  the  overseas 
missionaries  have  left. 

I  believe  strongly  in  missions  and 
missionaries,  having  been  a  missionary 
pastor  and  educator  for  14  years  in 
Bolivia  and  Chile.  But  we  should  not 
make  the  mistake  of  thinking  that  the 
Lord’s  work  outside  the  United  States 
stands  or  falls  upon  a  particular  type  of 
missionary  activity. 

Gary  G.  Fritz 
Pawnee,  Illinois 

Easter  Bunny  rapped 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  by  Joyce 
Hopkins  headlined  ‘  ‘Easter  parade  drop¬ 
outs  sought”  in  the  March  27  issue. 

As  I  was  born  in  South  America,  the 
whole  Easter  bunny /Easter  egg  idea  has 
not  been  a  traditional  part  of  our  family’s 
Easter  celebration,  and  quite  truthfully, 
I  have  never  cared  for  it  or  felt  com¬ 
fortable  with  it.  It  detracts  from  the  real 
meaning  of  Easter. 

I  like  the  idea  Ms.  Hopkins  reported  of 
using  the  money  for  special  Easter  offer¬ 
ings  instead  of  on  candy  or  Easter  toys.  I 
do  not,  however,  extend  this  to  cards.  To 
me,  this  is  a  lovely  time  to  get  in  touch 
with  old  friends  and  our  loved  ones  living 
away  from  us.  I  like  to  let  them  know  we 
are  thinking  of  them  and  extending  them 
the  special  blessings  and  prayers  of  the 
Easter  season. 

Mary  Hanna 
Dallas,  Texas 

Improved  mothers’  diets 
better  than  infant  formula 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  writer  who 
suggested  that  milk  supplementation  by 
Nestle  in  the  Third  World  is  necessary 
because  of  the  poor  nutrition  and  health 
of  the  mothers  of  these  infants 
(TM/UMR,  March  6) ,  I  suggest  that  a  far 
more  efficient  use  of  natural  and  mone¬ 
tary  resources,  is  to  supplement  the 
mother’s  diet! 

God  has  provided  an  almost  failproof 
source  of  nutrition  for  infants  at  the 
breast,  and  the  efficiency  of  giving  even 
that  “white  powder”  to  the  mothers  — 
instead  of  to  the  infants  —  would  improve 
both  their  chances  of  survival  greatly. 

Becky  Morton 
Walters,  Oklahoma 

Bishops’  Bible  study  is 
laudable  and  troubling 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  responding  to  your  article  in  the 
March  20th  issue  headlined  “Bishops  will 
lead  Bible  study  emphasis”  and  in  partic¬ 
ular,  Bishop  Joel  McDavid’s  remarks. 

The  fact  that  our  episcopacy’s  leaders 


showing  that  the  Bible  supports  their 
efforts.  In  that  connection,  we  United 
Methodists  need  to  be  equipped  to  deal 
with  such  claims  from  our  own  Biblical 
perspective. 

I  trust  and  pray  that  we  will  not  use  the 
Bible  as  a  platform  for  opening  up  an 
official  countermove  based  upon  divisive 
and  presumptuous  scholarly  higher  criti¬ 
cism  to  attempt  to  show  that  the  Bible  is 
not  time-tested  and  therefore  not  a 
worthy  basis  for  supporting  current 
views  on  matters  relating  to  personal 
conduct.  It  is  hoped  further,  that  the 
resource  people  who  contributed  the 
material  for  the  study  included  some  of 
those  literalists.  In  the  true  spirit  of 
pluralism,  all  points  of  view  should  be 
presented. 

This  effort  by  our  bishops  is  laudable 
and  we  should  pray  for  its  success.  I 
would  prefer  that  they  approach  this 
effort  in  the  spirit  of  humility,  letting  the 
teaching  of  the  pure  Word  of  God  be  duly 
administered  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Harold  F.  Metzger 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 

‘Smokin’  leper’  in  a  robe 
feels  need  for  compassion 
To  the  Editor: 

I  really  appreciated  the  words  of  Anne 
Elver’s  Letter  to  the  Editor  headlined 
“Concrete  steps  needed  to  stop  smoking” 
(TM/UMR,  Feb.  27).  She  said:  “I  feel  we 
should  take  concrete  steps  to  establish 
ministries  that  will  free  prisoners  of  the 
tobacco  habit.  Our  willingness  to  help 
would  be  a  witness  to  our  faith.  Then  we 
will  see  the  liberating  power  of  God  at 
work.  The  sooner  we  offer  ourselves  in 
service  in  this  manner,  the  better.” 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  minister  who 
started  smoking  a  pipe  in  seminary  ten 
or  so  years  ago.  At  that  time,  it  was  quite 
the  thing  to  do  and  I  was  even  encour¬ 
aged  by  others. 

Since  then,  it  has  become  out-of-style 
to  fill  your  lungs  with  smoke.  However, 
somewhere  amidst  those  years,  an  addic¬ 
tive  habit  was  formed. 

I  tried  to  cut  back  last  year  but  when  a 
parishioner  criticized  me  for  my  “non- 
Christian  example  to  the  young  people,” 
I  started  puffing  away  again!  No  one 
really  seemed  to  care  whether  or  not  I 
died  of  cancer,  just  don’t  let  the  children 
see!  No  one  has  ever  said,  “I  wish  you’d 
quit  smoking  because  I  care  about  you.” 

What  I  appreciated  about  Ms.  Elver’s 
letter  was  her  compassion  for  us  smokin’ 
lepers!  We  are  the  "untouchables”  who 
are  in  need  of  the  ministry  to  free  us  from 
the  prison  of  tobacco;  even  if  we  hide 
behind  a  robe! 

David  Edgar 
McAllen,  Texas 

Flag  code  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  that  James  Pollock’s  “The 
Christian  Flag  Code”  is  helpful  (see 
TM/UMR  letters,  March  6). 

I  appreciate  his  purpose  in  pointing  out 
that  the  National  Flag  Code  needs  to  be 


corrected  to  allow  the  Christian  Flag  to 
be  given  the  place  of  precedence  over  the 
national  emblem  in  church. 

But  I  am  not  willing  to  concede  that  the 
government  has  anything  whatever  to 
say  about  our  use  of  symbols  of  worship. 
We  should  obey  fire  laws,  safety  laws, 
and  the  like,  but  not  governmental 
attempts  to  regulate  our  symbolic  life. 
We  need  to  reclaim  the  sensitivity  of 
First  Century  Christians  who  refused  to 
place  incense  before  the  statue  of  the 
emperor. 

George  Gardner  Hill 
Armonk,  New  York 


adult  ministries,  1 
what  is  needed.  The  step-by-step  ap¬ 
proach  would  be  different  for  every 
church,  depending  on  its  situation.  Some 
small  churches  may  need  to  develop  ecu¬ 
menical  young  adult  ministries,  while 
medium -size  and  larger  churches  may 
need  to  provide  them  on  their  own.  Some 
churches  may  have  a  great  many 
working  young  adults,  while  others  may 
have  very  few.  So  the  situation  should 
dictate  the  approach  rather  than  the 
same  approach  being  imposed  on  every 
situation.  Nevertheless,  there  are  a  few 
guidelines  which  can  guide  any  church  in 
developing  effective  ministries  to  young 
adults: 

•  Recognize  the  unique  needs  and 
wants  of  young  adults. 

•  Recognize  the  unique  gifts  and  abili¬ 
ties  of  young  adults. 

•  Identify  who  the  young  adults  are  for 
whom  your  church  can  provide 
ministries. 

•  Develop  and  provide  programs  which 
are  inclusive  of  and/or  provided  for  those 
young  adults. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  once  a 
young  adult  ministry  is  created  and 
established,  it  grows  almost  by  itself. 
The  local  church  where  I  work  (as  a  lay 
staff  member)  has  a  young  adult  group. 
Once  it  got  going,  we  have  found  that  one 
or  two  new  people  find  us  each  week  for 
our  Sunday  morning  Bible  study. 
Members  of  the  group  are  serving  on 
many  of  the  committees  and  commis¬ 
sions  of  the  church,  and  the  group  has 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  total 
ministry  of  our  church. 

The  Gospel  calls  us  to  evangelism ;  we 
are  seeking  to  revitalize  the  local 
church;  we  are  seeking  to  be  inclusive. 
Indeed,  the  time  has  come  to  take  young 
adult  ministries  seriously. 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Greg  Jones,  is 
a  graduate  student  at  the  University  of 
Denver  and  Coordinator  for  Young  Adult 
Ministries  at  Grace  UMC  in  Denver, 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


My  Witness 

God  should  not  be  judged  on  the 
basis  of  a  Christian’s  behavior 


By  JON  A.  YELENICK 

A  Christian’s  relationship  with  the 
Lord  can  be  compared  to  many  things. 
One  that  I  feel  is  a  quite  accurate  analogy 
is  the  relationship  of  a  nurse  to  the 
doctor:  the  nurse  arranges  for  a  patient 
(i.e.,  a  suffering  soul)  to  see  the  doctor: 
the  nurse  offers  assistance  to  the  doctor’s 
work;  the  nurse  keeps  track  of  the 
patient’s  ailments  and  recommends 
remedies  as  directed  by  the  doctor;  and 
most  importantly,  the  nurse  gives  indi¬ 
vidual  attention  and  compassion  to  each 
patient. 

In  this  parable  form  I  would  like  to  ask 
those  who  put  down  Christian  beliefs  a 
few  easy  questions. 

If  the  nurse  fails  to  tell  a  patient  about 
a  special  treatment,  does  it  mean  that 
the  doctor  cannot  heal? 

If  the  nurse  forgets  about  a  patient’s 
ailments,  does  it  mean  that  the  doctor 


does  not  keep  records? 

If  the  nurse  does  not  schedule  an 
appointment  with  a  patient,  does  it  mean 
that  the  doctor  does  not  exist? 

If  the  nurse  does  not  talk  with  and  care 
for  the  patient,  does  it  mean  that  the 
doctor  is  unloving  and  far-removed? 

If  the  nurse  neglects  his  or  her  duties, 
does  it  mean  that  the  doctor  is  inef¬ 
ficient? 

If  the  nurse  does  not  understand  the 
treatment,  does  it  mean  that  the  doctor  is 
incompetent? 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week’s  contributor  is  Jon  A. 
Yelenick,  17,  and  a  member  of  the  Met¬ 
calf  United  Methodist  Church  in  Metcalf, 
Illinois  ( Central  Illinois  Conference). 


This  quotation  is  never  asked  by  those  who  have  plenty.  It  is  simply 
taken  for  granted  that  there  is  enough.  □  For  others  this  question 
is  painfully  real  because  there  is  never  quite  enough  to  eat  or  drink. 
The  demands  always  exceed  the  supplies.  □  But  a  gift  from  you 
and/or  your  church  through  the  National  Division  Advance  can 
increase  the  supply  to  meet  the  ever  increasing  demand.  Yes,  you 
can  answer  this  quotation  positively,  DRINK  AS  DEEPLY  AS  YOU 
WISH.  □  MARCY-NEWBERRY  CENTER  in  Chicago,  is  love  and 
care  and  warmth  and  hope  to  children.  Much  is 
being  done.  Much  more  needs  to  be  done. 
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Your  gift  can  extend  God’s  love. 


ADVANCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
NATIONAL  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
4  75  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  V  10027 


STREET  ADORESS. 


_  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 


Anti- apartheid  campaign  steps  up 


APRIL  10, 1981 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Laments  inadequate  response  to  violence,  religious  leaders  say 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  Calls  for  urgent  attention  to 
violence  in  the  nation  were  coupled  last  week  by 
United  Methodist  and  other  religious  leaders 
with  abhorrence  for  the  attempted  assassination 
of  President  Reagan  and  prayers  for  his  speedy 
recovery. 

"It  is  not  enough  to  just  lament,"  said  Claire 
Randall,  chief  executive  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  She  said  the  role  of  violence  in  our 
nation  and  world  ‘‘demands  urgent  attention.” 

Saying  he  was  ‘‘shaken  and  saddened"  by  the 
incident,  Bishop  Dr.  Frederick  Wertz  of  the 
Washington  D.C.  Area  said  that  "violence  has 
become  a  national  malaise."  He  asked  that  UMs 
be  "constant  in  prayer"  for  the  President  and  for 
those  who  fell  by  his  side. 

The  bishop  said  he  was  not  optimistic,  how¬ 
ever,  that  legislation  to  control  handguns  would 
gain  passage: 

‘‘People  are  afraid;  they  feel  they  have  the 


WASHINGTON  —  President  Reagan,  wounded  in  the  chest  after  being  shot  outside  a  Washington 
hotel  on  March  30,  is  shoved  into  the  presidential  limousine  by  Secret  Service  agents.  rns  photo 


right  to  protect  themselves  and  they  are  saying, 
‘I  am  going  to  have  a  gun  and,  if  I  have  to,  I’m 
going  to  use  it.’” 

Bishop  Wertz  is  one  of  four  bishops  represent¬ 
ing  four  Methodist  denominations  who  have  been 
seeking  an  appointment  with  the  President  since 


mid-March  to  deliver  a  message  of  concern 
about  the  ‘‘growth  of  violence"  in  the  nation’s 
social  fabric  and  in  government.  The  letter  grew 
out  of  their  recent  Atlanta  meeting. 

The  bishops  are  concerned  about  an  ‘‘alarming 
turn  toward  violence  confirmed  by  a  soaring 


arms  race,  by  the  belligerent  rhetoric  oi  a  re¬ 
vived  Cold  War,  a  turning  away  from  human 
rights  in  the  name  of  national  expediency  and 
support  for  a  variety  of  military  governments 
abroad  while  neglecting  the  poor  and  wretched 
at  home.” 

"We  are  too  at  home  with  violence,"  said 
Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp,  president  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Given  the  pervasive  violence  of  ‘‘both  our 
fantasy  life  —  as  seen  on  television,  and  in 
reality  —  as  expressed  in  our  foreign  and  nation¬ 
al  policy  toward  the  poor  and  the  oppressed,  it 
should  not  be  surprising  that  persons  with 
emotional  disturbances  express  them  in  violent 
ways,”  said  Bishop  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois  Area. 

The  bishop  called  for  local  church  pastors  to 
see  identification  of  and  ministry  to  emotionally 
disturbed  persons  in  their  congregations  and 
communities  as  ‘‘a  great  responsibility  and  a 
great  opportunity. ’  ’ 

While  not  pointing  the  finger  at  any  one  factor, 


UM  officials  said  ‘‘a  climate  of  violence"  has  be¬ 
come  socially  acceptable. 

‘‘It  would  be  wrong  to  blame  film  or  television 
for  the  incident  which  occurred,  but  both  contri¬ 
bute  to  ‘a  climate  of  violence’,"  said  Nelson 
Price,  a  UM  communications  official  who  repre¬ 
sents  the  denomination  in  the  National  Coalition 
on  Television  Violence. 

“Wherever  violence  is  given  credence  as 
everyday  and  as  an  acceptable  way  to  deal  with 
problems,  a  ‘climate’  is  built,”  he  said.  The  lack 
of  concern  about  handguns  is  as  much  an  indica¬ 
tor  of  Americans’  acceptance  of  violence  as  is 
our  acceptance  of  our  government’s  support  of 
violent  political  regimes  in  other  countries,  he 
said. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  it  is  puzzling  that 
Americans  are  highly  (and  correctly)  offended 
by  Mr.  Hinckley's  violent  outbreak  but  “the 
death  of  some  13,000  persons  in  El  Salvador 
during  the  last  year  doesn’t  upset  us  much." 


Cdmpiled  From  News  Releases 

Fearing  the  Reagan  administration  is 
moving  the  United  States  into  a  friendly 
relationship  with  the  apartheid  govern¬ 
ment  of  South  Africa,  U.  S.  churches  are 
mounting  a  nationwide  campaign  to 
counteract  such  a  policy  or  to  prevent  it 
from  being  formulated. 

In  recent  days,  #  ^ 

the  foil  o  wing 
actions  have  in 
dicated  this  grow-  mgjfc 
ing  concern : 

•Citibank’s  $250 
million  loan  last 
fall  to  the  South 
African 
ment  continues 
haunt  the  giant 
bank.  The  United  Bishop  Tutu 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
Union  Theological  Seminary  already 
have  withdrawn  $65  million  worth  of  ac¬ 
counts.  Many  churches  and  religious 


U.S.  churches  move  to  counter 
overtures  to  South  Africa 


orders  have  divested  several  million 
dollars  of  Citibank  stock  and  securities. 
More  churches  now  are  preparing  to 
make  withdrawals  and  have  pledged  not 
to  buy  anything  connected  with  Citibank. 

•One  thousand  pastors  throughout  the 
United  States  are  being  asked  to  contact 
their  local  banks  and  urge  them  not  to 
lend  to  South  Africa.  A  consortium  of 
national  religious  leaders  is  making  the 
appeal.  It  also  is  preparing  to  have  state¬ 
ments  against  South  Africa  read  at  bank 
shareholder  meetings  all  over  the  nation 
this  spring. 

•A  black  South  African  bishop  met  with 
Jeane  Kirkpatrick,  U.  S.  ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations.  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu  warned  that  a  U.  S.  policy  which 
stops  short  of  total  opposition  to 
apartheid  government  is  "one  of  the  best 


recipes  for  making  people  (in  South 
Africa)  say  that  the  free  world  doesn’t 
care  about  their  freedom." 

Unless  the  Reagan  Administration  and 
churches  worldwide  apply  political, 
diplomatic  and  economic  pressure  on  the 
white  government  for  racial  justice,  "we 
can  kiss  goodbye  to  the  possibility  of 
peaceful  change  in  South  Africa,"  said 
the  Anglican  bishop,  who  is  general 
secretary  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches. 

•A  committee  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions  announced  it 
is  pressing  Ingersoll-Rand  Co.  to  endorse 
the  “Sullivan  Principles”  in  its  South 
Africa  operations.  A  resolution  will  be 
presented  from  the  floor  during  the 
firm’s  annual  meeting  this  spring. 

•Dr.  Leon  Sullivan,  pastor  of  Zion 


Baptist  Church  in  Philadelphia,  an¬ 
nounced  he  is  strengthening  his  "Sullivan 
Principles”  which  many  religious  groups 
have  advocated  since  1976  as  the  ethical 
code  for  corporate  operations  in  South 
Africa.  Nearly  150  U.  S.  firms  have  sub¬ 
scribed  to  the  code.  Dr.  Sullivan  changed 
the  code  so  it  now  requires  that 
businesses  not  expand  operations  in 
South  Africa  but  simply  maintain  current 
ones  as  long  as  apartheid  continues, 
tinues. 

•The  United  Christian  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples)  filed  a  shareholder  resolu¬ 
tion  for  the  May  7  shareholder  meeting  of 
Mobil  Oil  that  would  ban  sales  and 
services  to  the  South  Africa  police  and 
military.  The  mission  society  also  joined 
19  other  religious  bodies  in  a  resolution 
for  the  April  27  shareholder  meeting  of 
IBM  to  ban  the  sale,  lease  or  service  of 
computers  to  the  South  Africa  govern¬ 
ment,  except  for  medical  or  human¬ 
itarian  uses. 


BOSTON  —  The  sign  raised  in  the  front  yard  of  Union  United  Methodist  Church  here 
last  month  is  part  of  a  national  educational  campaign  involving  black  churches  in  25 
cities  to  discourage  U.  S.  support  for  South  Africa  (see  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

SOUTHERN  NEW  ENGLAND  REPORTER  PHOTO 


‘Cluster’  moves  on  to 
attack  welfare  cycle 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Veter  and  Paul9  drama  to  air 


NEW  YORK  -  The  story  of  the 
spread  of  first  century  Christianity  re¬ 
corded  in  the  books  of  Acts  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  in  a  movie-made-for-television 
drama  entitled  "Peter  and  Paul"  on 
the  CBS  network  April  12  (8  -  10  p.m. 
ET)  and  April  14  (9  - 11  p.m.  ET) . 

The  drama  begins  with  the  stoning 
of  Stephen  and  ends  with  the  deaths  of 
Peter  and  Paul  —  who  spread  the 


faith  —  in  Rome  around  64  A.D. 

Anthony  Hopkins  plays  Paul,  the 
persecutor  turned  apostle  and  Robert 
Foxworth  plays  Peter,  the  big  fisher¬ 
man. 

Among  the  significant  topics  al¬ 
luded  to  in  “Peter  and  Paul"  are  the 
unique  dimensions  of  Christianity,  the 
nature  of  faith,  the  meaning  of  grace 
and  the  many  definitions  of  mission. 


‘Cluster’ model  described 


Atlanta  outreach  works 


Mission  agency  exec’s 
nomination  protested 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 


Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  The  welfare  cycle  chokes 
the  hope  from  tenants  of  public  housing 
projects,  four  congregations  here  deter¬ 
mined. 

So  the  congregations  —  one  black, 
three  white  —  “adopted”  a  public  hous¬ 
ing  project  in  the  inner  city  with  the  idea 
that  the  church  can  breathe  in  new  life 
where  so  many;  other  efforts  haye  failed. 

“Among  the'very  poor,  there  is  no 
hope.  That’s  why  they  tend  to  be  fat  and 
lazy  and  live  in  a  mess,”  the  Rev.  Bob 
Bevis  told  TM/UMR.  He  is  the  cluster’s 
full-time  staff  person. 

The  "cluster”  of  churches  recently 
launched  an  ambitious  new  program  to 
break  the  welfare  cycle’s  stranglehold  on 
second-and  third-generation  welfare 
families.  This  is  added  to  several  long¬ 
standing  programs  that  already  have 
proved  successful. 

Five  years  ago,  Cascade  United 
Methodist,  a  black  congregation,  and  the 
predominantly  white  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal,  First  Presbyterian  and 
Trinity  Presbyterian  congregations 
formally  aligned  themselves  into  a 
cluster.  Ever  since,  members  have  com¬ 
mitted  time,  skills,  professional  connec¬ 
tions  and  money  to  help  the  housing 
project  tenants  and  the  residents  of  four, 
contiguous,  low-to-middle-income, 
racially  changing  neighborhoods. 

“Adopted”  high  school  saved 
I  Consider,  for  example,  George 
Washington  Carver  Comprehensive  High 
School  near  the  adopted  housing  project. 

"When  I  came  to  be  principal  four  and 
a  half  years  ago,  the  school  was  sche¬ 
duled  to  be  closed  because  of  low  atten¬ 
dance,”  Dr.  Norris  L.  Hogans  said  about 
the  inner  city,  public  high  school. 

"There  was  no  way  I  could  turn  the 
school  around  by  myself,”  he  said.  "I 
had  to  have  the  churches.” 

The  cluster  immediately  "adopted” 
the  high  school.  The  involvement  from 
the  churches  and  the  business  com¬ 
munity  has  worked  something  of  a 
miracle  for  the  school,  Dr.  Hogans  told 
TM/UMR. 

"We  were  selected  as  one  of  six  urban 
schools  in  the  nation  that  are  working.” 

The  importance  of  active  commitment 
by  an  inter-racial  group  of  Christians 
cannot  be  overstated,  Dr.  Hogans  said: 
"The  hope  for  public  schools  without 
church  involvement  is  virtually  nil  —  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  urban  metro  area.” 

With  1,400  students  in  31  technical  and 
vocational  programs  in  eight  buildings 
on  the  biggest  high  school  campus  in 


Atlanta,  discipline  problems  could 
stymie  educational  efforts,  Dr.  Hogans 
said.  “But  we  have  no  hall  guards.  I 
haven’t  suspended  a  single  child  in  four 
and  a  half  years." 

He’s  had  plenty  of  discipline  problems, 
but  the  churches  have  helped  work  those  out 

"When  a  problem  crosses  my  desk,  I 
ask  the  child  and  the  parent  right  away  if 
they  have  a  church  home.  Nine  out  of  10 
say  they  don’t ...  We  ask  ministers  to  go 
by  the  homes  to  help  iron  out  problems. 

"We  tap  resources  where  we  need 
them.  I’m  an  educator  and  administra¬ 
tor,  not  a  counselor  and  pastor  .  This 
frees  us  for  education. 

"Every  problem  in  the  community 
ends  up  in  the  schools.  That’s  what’s 
wrong  with  the  public  schools  ...  In  1954, 
schools  were  chosen  to  desegregate  the 
country.  It  should  have  been  the  churches. 
You  have  to  work  on  the  adults.” 

The  sight  of  black  and  white  Christians 
working  together  to  help  the  schools  is 
very  important  to  the  students,  Dr.  Ho¬ 
gans  said.  "These  people  are  for  real." 

The  cluster  of  churches  provide  a  24- 
hour-a-day  community  ministry  to  the 
housing  project.  Some  seminary  students 
connected  to  the  cluster  even  live  in  the 
project.  The  Christians  “always  are 
there  when  we  need  them." 

Church  membership  booms 

The  congregations,  however,  have 
plenty  of  opportunity  outside  the  school 
to  say  explicitly  that  each  person  is 
worthy  and  has  dignity  in  God’s  eyes, 
said  the  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough  of  Cas¬ 
cade  UMC.  As  the  only  one  of  the  four 
churches  located  in  the  area  of  commu¬ 
nity  outreach,  Cascade  has  done  the  most 
toward  bringing  lasting  change  in 
persons’  lives  by  bringing  them  into  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
church,  he  said. 

Perhaps  65  persons  would  show  up  for 
Sunday  worship  when  Mr.  Kimbrough 
became  pastor  seven  yeaps  ago.  But  the 
dynamic  presence  of  the  clus*er  plus 
Cascade's  own  programs  have  focused 
the  community’s  attention  on  that  church. 

"Now,  we  have  more  than  600  each 
Sunday  and  900  members.  Children  sit 
beside  the  pulpit.  We’re  all  the  time 
having  to  turn  people  away  because 
there  just  isn’t  room”  in  the  structure  in¬ 
herited  from  a  white  congregation  that 
fled  the  area,  Mr.  Kimbrough  said. 

Although  the  white  churches  haven’t 
reaped  significant  membership  benefits, 
their  cluster  involvement  also  is  chang¬ 
ing  those  congregations,  said  Mr.  Bevis 
who  also  is  an  associate  pastor  at  First 
Presbyterian. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ATLANTA  —  If  you  think  your  church 
could  greatly  expand  its  mission  out¬ 
reach  using  the  "cluster”  idea  described 
in  the  accompanying  story,  leaders  of  a 
model  cluster  here  feel  they  can  offer 
some  good  advice. 

In  interviews  here  with  TM/UMR, 
cluster  leaders  listed  the  ingredients 
they  consider  important  for  success. 

Advice  from  black  pastor 
The  first  three  suggestions  are  from 
the  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough,  pastor  of 
Cascade  United  Methodist  Church  which 
is  the  only  black  congregation  in  the  five- 
year-old  model  cluster: 

•At  least  one  congregation  in  a  cluster 
should  be  racial  or  ethnic. 

Given  the  highly  segregated  state  of 


Mr.  Bevis  Mr.  Kimbrough 

most  local  churches,  the  cluster  may  be 
the  only  opportunity  for  Christians  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ethnic  backgrounds  to  mix.  When 
working  together  toward  common 
project  goals,  whites,  blacks,  Hispanics, 
Asian  Americans  and  Native  Americans 
can  overcome  personal  prejudices  with 
real  life  experiences. 

As  racial  tensions  pervade  Atlanta 
with  the  continued  killings  of  black  chil¬ 
dren,  the  inter-racial  cluster  of  churches 
here  has  been  well-situated  to  sponsor 
black-white  dialogues. 

“We  have  to  have  the  communications 
open  across  racial  lines  beforehand.  We 
used  to  get  blacks  and  whites  together. 
It’s  time  to  do  it  again,”  he  said. 

To  avoid  forming  stereotypes,  it  also  is 
important  that  whites  not  just  work  FOR 
ethnic  persons  in  need  but  work  WITH 
ethnic  people  as  equal  Christian  part¬ 
ners. 

Finally,  white  congregations  need  the 
special  leadership  skills  of  the  ethnic 
congregations  just  as  the  ethnics  need 
the  skills  of  whites. 

•The  mixing  of  denominations  enriches 
and  makes  a  cluster  more  effective. 

This  Atlanta  cluster  of  Presbyterian, 
Episcopal  and  United  Methodist 
churches  was  formed  somewhat  coin¬ 
cidentally  as  a  result  of  the  pastors 
attending  a  leadership  school  sponsored 
by  the  local  chamber  of  commerce. 

That  mixing  has  provided  the  cluster 
with  access  to  the  resources  and  special 
programs  of  three  denominations  instead 
of  just  one. 


An  inter-denominational  group  also 
may  be  less  suspect  of  being  self-serving 
and  have  much  wider  appeal. 

•It  is  helpful  for  the  congregations  to 
be  located  in  different  parts  of  town. 

Suburban  residents  particularly  have  a 
tendency  never  to  see  what  life  is  like  in 
another  part  of  the  city.  Suburban  Christ¬ 
ians  who  may  see  little  opportunity  to  act 
in  mission  for  the  poor  find  a  whole  new 
world  when  given  a  guided  tour  by  inner 
city  members. 

The  model  cluster  here  includes  two 
suburban  congregations,  one  in  the  inner 
city  and  a  cathedral-type  church  in  an  af¬ 
fluent  mid-town  neighborhood. 

This  combination  has  been  especially 
useful  for  first-time  home  owners  who 
have  moved  into  the  neighborhoods 
around  Cascade  UMC. 

Long-time  home  owners  in  the  other 
churches  offer  a  wealth  of  experience 
along  with  their  professional  skills  to 
keep  the  racially  changing  neighborhood 
from  physically  deteriorating. 

White  pastor’s  suggestions 

Mr.  Bevis,  affiliated  with  the  large 
First  Presbyterian  Church  for  12  years 
and  the  full-time  staff  person  for  the 
cluster,  adds  three  more  recommenda¬ 
tions: 

•Focus  on  an  issue,  not  “the  whole 
waterfront." 

A  cluster,  though,  should  be  flexible 
enough  to  change  the  focus  as  experience 
provides  insight  into  the  problems  of  the 
poor. 

Originally,  the  cluster  set  a  goal  to  try 
to  help  people  get  out  of  the  public  hous¬ 
ing  projects.  "We  now  see  it  is  important 
for  people  (who  break  out  of  the  welfare 
cycle)  to  stay  in  the  projects  and  be 
models  for  others  still  trapped. 

•  Pay  a  full-time  staff  person  to 
nurture  the  cluster  ministry. 

“Lots  of  patience  and  perseverence  is 
necessary.  Doing  ministry  in  the  world  is 
very  slow.”  A  staff  person  is  needed  to 
prod  the  volunteers  and  provide 
continuity  while  waiting  for  results. 

•  Make  the  cluster  activities  an 
integral  part  of  each  member  church’s 
program. 

The  cluster  cannot  be  something  a 
small  group  of  people  support  on  the  side. 
Two  or  three  dozen  volunteers  from  each 
church  currently  are  active  here. 

Adds  Mr.  Kimbrough:  “I  am 
convinced  that  the  cluster  method  is  the 
answer  to  churches’  outreach  into  the 
community." 

He  can  be  contacted  for  more 
information  at  Cascade  UMC,  875 
Cascade  Ave.  SW,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30311. 

Mr.  Bevis  who  is  being  “loaned”  to  the 
Christian  Council  of  Metropolitan 
Atlanta,  which  is  encouraging  clusters 
throughout  the  city,  is  located  at  848 
Peachtree  St.  NE,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30308. 


Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Before  arriving  here  to 
vote  this  week  on  a  person  to  head  United 
Methodism’s  mission  arm,  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
directors  heard  two  protests  against  the 
nomination  of  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent 
—  the  choice  of  the  board’s  search 
committee. 

A  two-page  letter  was  sent  by  the 
president  of  the  unofficial  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  "respectfully  urging” 
the  directors  to  look  further  and  not 
accept  Dr.  Nugent  because  “his  qualifi¬ 
cations  are  not  sufficiently  impressive.” 
The  letter  included  several  specific 
reasons  for  this  judgment. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Hinerman  of 
Minneapolis  said  “the  Nugent 
nomination  is  a  slap  in  the  face  to  United 
Methodists  looking  for  a  new  broom.” 
The  selection  of  an  inside  person  says 
"nothing  has  really  changed.”  Dr. 
Nugent  has  headed  the  National  Division 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  since  1972. 

Last  Friday  the  executive  committee 
of  Good  News,  the  unofficial  evangelical 
caucus,  joined  the  call  for  "fresh 
leadership."  They  plan  to  appeal  by 
letter  to  members  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  asking  them  to 
instruct  that  the  search  for  a  new  top 
Missions  official  be  resumed.  The  GCOM, 
by  church  law,  must  vote  to  elect  or  not 
elect  choices  for  top  executive  staff 
positions  after  agency  directors  make 
their  nominations. 

The  "Good  News”  directors  said 
“the  church  at  large  has  almost 
universally  asked  for  fresh  leadership 
untainted  by  recent  controversy.”  They 


said  dismay  at  Dr.  Nugent’s  nomination 
has  come  to  them  from  laymen, 
laywomen,  pastors,  district 
superintendent’s  and  annual  conference 
leaders,  and  even  from  staff  members  of 
the  board  from  missionaries. 

Getting  down  to  specific  objections  to 
Dr.  Nugent,  Mr.  Hinerman  cites  the 
following  in  his  letter : 

•The  low  level  of  trust  which  presently 
exists  between  the  local  level  of  the 
church  and  the  general  agency ; 

•Despite  repeated  assertions  that  the 
U.S.  is  a  major  mission  field,  there  has 
been  no  concerted  effort  by  the  National 
Division  under  Dr.  Nugent  to  evangelize. 
“Instead,  there  is  a  disproportionate 
emphasis  on  social  action." 

•Unresolved  problems  in  relationships 
between  UM  mission  institutions  and  the 
division  under  Dr.  Nugent’s  leadership 
suggest  poor  administration ; 

•Dr.  Nugent’s  continuance  on  the 
division  staff  of  a  person  whose  stated 
views  are  not  in  harmony  with  the  church’s 
theological  and  social  principles. 

Meanwhile,  in  a  related  develop¬ 
ment,  the  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  newsletter, 
last  week  sent  a  letter  soliciting  the 
names  of  persons  who  might  provide 
"new  blood"  for  the  National  Division  as 
Dr.  Nugent’s  successor  if  he  is  elected  to 
the  general  secretary  position. 

“We  need  a  person  who  has  been 
directly  involved  with  the  mission  of  the 
church  and  who  can  relate  to  the  local 
church,  districts  and  annual  conferences 
.  .  .  to  build  bridges”  the  editor  wrote. 

He  said  rural  UMs  might  consider 
recommending  the  Rev.  Harold 
McSwain  of  the  Rural  Ministries 
Training  Program  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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People  in  the  news. . . 

Coincidence  Is  Faith  Opportunity 

The  coincidental  meeting  of  Marguerie  Choate  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Chula  Vista,  Calif.,  and  an¬ 
other  active  Christian  woman  of  Salem  Bethel  Covenant 
Church  in  San  Diego,  on  a  jury  panel  led  to  their  sharing 
concerns  about  human  rights  and  race  relations. 

The  chance  meeting  led  to  Ms.  Choate’s  being  invited, 
after  an  interview,  to  lead  the  black  congregation  in  a 
prolonged  study  of  human  rights,  racism  and  justice 
issues. 

Asked  in  the  interview  why  a  white  woman  would  be 
involved  in  human  rights?”,  Marge  replied,  "To  tell  you 
the  truth,  my  color  never  entered  my  head."  She  said 
her  concern  grew  out  of  her  understanding  of  the  gospel 
and  participation  in  United  Methodist  Women’s  studies. 


Marguerie  Choate 


CommPac 


a  contemporary 
commitment  plan 
organized  to  get  results! 

CommPac  Is  unique  as  a  steward¬ 
ship  plan  because  It  contains 
complete  step-by-step  Instructions 
and  guidance.  Everyone  Involved 
receives  a  checklist  covering  their 
responsibilities. 
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CommPac  g 


CommPac  Is  firmly  grounded  in  a 
blbllcdl  dnd  theological  under¬ 
standing  of  stewardship.  It  com¬ 
bines  filmstrips  with  Instructional 
packets  which  detail  committee 
responsibilities. 

CommPac  Is  geared  to  congregations  of  200  or  less,  but  easily 
expands  for  lorger  memberships.  And  you  can  vary  the  time  schedule 
from  6  to  52  weeks. 

C08-060685.  CommPac,  complete . 29.95 

C08-067950.  CommPac  copy  sets . 8.75 

Price*  sublect  to  change  Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax  It  applicable. 

If  you  haven't  received  Cokesbury's 
new  complete  catalog  of  steward¬ 
ship  resources,  contact  your  local 
Cokesbury  Bookstore  or  the  Re¬ 
gional  Service  Center  serving  your 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Film  shows  6 everyday 9  UMC 


PARK  CITY,  KY  -  Members  of  the 
Park  City  United  Methodist  Church  here 
recreated  for  motion  picture  cameras 
last  month  their  preparations  for  a 
Mission  Awareness  Day. 

The  motion  picture  “docu-drama,” 
which  will  be  called  “Born  to  Give,”  tells 
about  the  denomination’s  “second-mile 
giving”  program  called  the  Advance. 

The  Park  City  UMC  was  selected  as  the 
site  for  the  filming  because  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  Mission  Awareness  Day  features 
several  prominent  programs  funded  by 
the  Advance,  according  to  a  recent  story 
in  the  Louisville  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 

Director  John  Clayton,  when  asked 


“Why  Park  City?”  was  quick  to  answer: 

“We  wanted  a  church  that  reflected  a 
quality  of  everyday  Christianity  .  .  .  one 
that  other  congregations  could  identify 
with  and  feel  comfortable  with  ...  so 
that  when  people  saw  how  deeply  the 
church  in  the  film  is  involved  with  the 
Advance,  they’d  want  to  get  involved, 
too.  We  found  just  what  we  were  looking 
for  at  Park  City.” 

The  film,  which  is  the  first  such  project 
in  20  years,  also  tells  a  fictional  story 
about  how  a  nine-year-old  girl  and  her 
grandfather  learn  from  each  other  about 
the  real  beauty  in  giving  to  help  others. 
The  United  Methodist  Communications 
production  will  be  released  churchwide 
this  fall. 


Inclusive  lyric  satisfies  all 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  NC  —  When  objections  were  raised  about  the  “sexist 
wording”  of  a  hymn  commissioned  for  the  centennial  meeting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  this  summer,  the  author  agreed  to  change  it. 

He  now  says  the  new  version  strengthened  the  hymn  as  well  as  making  it 
more  acceptable  to  those  who  raised  the  objections. 

“Those  who  have  seen  the  revision  feel  that  it  is  a  stronger  lyric,”  wrote 
Chester  E.  Custer,  the  author,  of  Nashville  to  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  executive  for 
the  Council  here.  Dr.  Hale  said  of  the  new  version,  “It’s  a  beautiful  example  of 
what  can  be  done  to  make  language  inclusive  when  the  author  is  willing.” 

Methodists  from  around  the  world  will  gather  in  Honolulu  this  summer  for  the 
centennial  conference  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  first  and  fifth  verses  of  the  song  “All  Things  New,”  —  original  and 
revised  — follow: 

All  thanks  and  praise  to  you  belong. 


(First  verse) 

Behold,  our  Lord,  makes  all  things 
new; 

The  world,  our  lives,  our  vision,  too. 

His  will  on  earth,  our  prayer  and 
song; 

All  thanks  and  praise  to  him  belong. 

(New  version) 

0  Christ,  our  Lord,  make  all  things 
new: 

The  world,  our  lives,  our  vision,  too. 

Your  will  on  earth,  our  prayer  and 
song; 


(Fifth  verse) 

Let  justice,  mercy,  truth  be  done, 

And  all  creation  be  as  one. 

Our  broken  world  to  him  we  bring ; 

He  is  our  Savior  and  our  King. 

(New  version) 

Let  justice,  mercy,  truth  be  done, 

And  all  creation  be  as  one. 

We  bring  our  broken  world  to  you, 

0  Christ,  our  Lord,  make  all  things 
new. 


Kansans  to  bail  out  homes 


Special  To  TM/UMR 

TOPEKA  —  Local  churches  in  Kansas 
East  Annual  Conference  are  being  asked 
to  raise  $620,000  this  year  to  keep  the 
financially  troubled  United  Methodist 
Homes  Inc.  here  solvent  during  the  next 
year. 

The  conference,  meeting  in  special 
session  last  weekend,  redirected  $444,640 
of  this  year’s  budget  to  go  with  the  money 
being  asked  from  local  churches. 

Cuts  included  the  support  for  three 
officials  who  served  both  the  Kansas 
East  and  Kansas  West  conferences  in 
Kansas  Area  jobs:  superintendent  of 
ministries,  superintendent  of  parish 
development,  and  media  director. 

Another  $160,000  was  cut  from  the 

BMCR  meets 


Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Struggling  most  of  the  day  to  find 
programs  to  cut,  the  conference  voted  to 
draw  $185,000  from  its  reserve  funds  to 
keep  some  budget  items  intact. 
Protected  by  that  move  were  funds  for 
ministerial  education,  the  Black  College 
Fund  and  the  World  Service  Fund. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  five  district 
superintendents  in  the  next  few  weeks 
will  determine  each  church’s  share  of  the 
$620,000  to  be  raised. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the 
conference  in  February  reported  that  the 
ailing  retirement  home  has  improved  its 
financial  position  by  selling  almost 
$900,000  of  stocks  and  bonds  and  soon  will 
sell  farmland  with  an  appraised  value  of 
more  than  $1  million. 


Black  caucus  adds  up  victories 


PHILADELPHIA  (UMNS)  -  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  re¬ 
assessed  the  ground  covered  during  its  14 
years  of  existence  here  last  month. 

More  than  400  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  black  caucus 
affirmed  that  the  history  of  black  people 
in  the  UMC  has  been  “at  best  a  mixed 
history,”  as  assessed  by  the  national 
chairperson,  the  Rev.  Vance  Summers, 
of  Cincinnati. 

"On  the  one  hand  black  people  were 
watchful  of  a  church  that  proclaimed  a 
Christian  faith  but  in  reality  enforced  a 
policy  of  segregation,’’  said  Mr.  Summers. 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  OPEN:  Director  of  Program  with  an 
emphasis  on  Christian  education.  Salary  negotiable. 
Position  to  be  filled  by  September  1981.  Write  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  3316  Kingston  Pike, 
Knoxville.  TN  37919  or  call  1 615 1  525-0435 


MANAGEMENT  LEVEL  POSITION 

in  Production  Areas  of  nationally  circulated 
United  Methodist  newspaper-America's 
largest  and  fastest  growing.  For  information 
send  resume  to: 

TM/UMR  PRODUCTIONS 

P-0.  Box  221076  Dallas,  TX  75222 


800-527-9373 

IN  TEXAS  COLLECT  214-744.Q.14S 


HANDS-ON” LEARNING 


He  said  the  primary  factor  imposing  on 
the  freedom  of  blacks  in  the  1980s  is  the 
resurgence  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  in¬ 
creased  racial  violence. 

Concerning  church  growth,  the  Rev. 
Leontine  Kelly  of  Richmond,  Va.,  said, 
“We  shouldn’t  have  to  have  a  (Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church)  missional 
priority  because  where  else  did  our  black 
preachers  come  from  but  black  churches. 

She  noted,  “The  space  we  take  up  in 
the  community  says  that  we  owe  some¬ 
thing  to  that  community.”  She  said  some 
black  churches  lose  members  or  fail  to 
grow  because  they  have  no  faith  in  the 
community.” 

Thelma  Barnes,  in  her  final  report  as 
BMCR’s  top  executive,  cited  as  some  of 
the  major  achievements  by  the  national 
BMCR. 

•  Organized  a  national  forum  for  black 
United  Methodist  leadership. 

•  Lobbied  at  the  1968  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  create  the  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race. 

•  Joined  with  other  agencies  to  sponsor 
the  Black  Community  Developers  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  UMC. 

•  Held  major  demonstrations  at  UM 
agencies  to  increase  participation  in  the 
national  equal  employment  program. 

•  Urged  the  various  agencies  of  the 
church  to  upgrade  the  level  of  black  lead¬ 
ership  in  areas  of  responsibility. 

•  Brought  the  1970  General  Conference 
to  the  point  of  creating  a  $2-million-a- 
year  social  development  fund  for  ethnic 
minorities. 

•  Secured  a  General  Conference  com¬ 
mitment  to  raise  $4  million  per  year  for 
black  colleges  and  their  students. 

•  Increased  the  level  of  investing  in 
black  enterprises  and  banks  by  agencies 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


CRS  COMMUNICATIONS  CLINIC 
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Church  Resource  Systems 
P-O.  Box  990  •  Dallas.  Texas  75221 
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imperial 

CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Write  or  cell  collect  1817)  756-5431 

IMPERIAL  WOODWORKS,  INC. 

P.O.Box  7541,  Dept.U  ,  Waco,  Texas  76710 


Victorian  History  Tours. 

Enjoy  the  belt  Eureka  Springs  can  offer. 
Make  your  summer  tour  a  whopping  success. 
Include  a  stop  at  Eureka  Springs.  Special 
church  and  youth  group  packages  include  tic¬ 
kets  to  The  Great  Passion  Play,  lodging,  visits 
to  other  famous  attractions,  plus  special 
privileges  for  bus  operators 
Step  into  the  turn-of-the-century  at  Eureka 
Springs  and  make  this  years's  tour  the  best 
ever 

For  more  information  and  complete  package 
plans,  write:  Eureka  Springs  Tours.  75  Pros¬ 
pect  St..  Room  16B,  Eureka  Springs,  Arkan¬ 
sas  72632. 


Prk  ?y  Uni,ed  MCth0diSt  Church'  and  a  professional  actor  in  a  scene  from  -Born  to  Give" 
filmed  recently  at  the  Park  City,  Ky.  church.  board  of  global  ministries  photo 

$150,000  Zimbabwe  grant  voted 

Women  ask  closer  fund  scrutiny 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Projects  to  benefit  the 
women  of  Zimbabwe  will  receive  $150,000 
from  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Division,  but  strings  are  attached. 

Closer  tabs  will  be  kept  on  this  $150,000 
contribution  than  on  previous  Women’s 
Division  donations  to  church-related 
projects.  This  is  at  least  in  part  because 
of  what  Division  Treasurer  Joyce  Sohl 
referred  to  as  “redesignating  funds”  to 
projects  other  than  for  what  they  were 
intended. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  the 
national  policy-making  body  for  28,000 
local  units  of  United  Methodist  Women. 
The  71  directors  of  the  division  held  their 
spring  meeting  here  last  week. 

Funds  redesignated 

In  a  report  made  to  members  of  two 
sections  of  the  division,  Ms.  Sohl  referred 
to  $6,000  which  she  said  were  diverted. 
The  division  funds  were  meant  for  a 
Women  in  Rural  Development  water- 
sewage  system  project  but  went  instead 
to  construct  a  church-related  education 
building  in  Zimbabwe. 

She  also  referred  to  World  Division 
medical  funds  “being  diverted  to  other 


Ms.  Sohl’s  report,  which  she  emphasized 
contained  her  personal  impressions,  said 
the  Zimbabwe  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Board  of  Finance  and  Coordination 
(BOFAC)  was  responsible  for  re-routing 
the  designated  funds.  She  said  this  creates 
“a  potential  for  trouble  with  the  bishop’s 
men  in  power.” 

“There  will  be  controls  built  in,”  Ms. 
Sohl  said,  to  prevent  such  redirection  of 
the  $150,000  from  the  Women's  Division. 
Women’s  problems  not  over 

These  funds  are  to  be  used  for 
“reconstruction  and  reconciliation”  to 
help  reintegrate  into  a  peace  time  society 
the  Zimbabwean  women  who  have  been 
involved  in  the  fighting  in  the  country. 
“As  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 
women  of  Zimbabwe  are  struggling  for 
survival,  equal  opportunity  and  an 
education,”  she  said  in  her  report.  “The 
women  bore  the  brunt  of  the  war  and  now 
during  reconstruction  they  face  extreme 
problems.” 

The  recommendations  further  called 
for  “audits  and  visits”  as  part  of  the 
watch  to  be  kept  on  Zimbabwe  projects. 

Emphasizing  that  the  impressions  in 
her  report  are  her  own,  Ms.  Sohl  had 
written  that  while  the  Zimbabwe  church 


has  excellent  local  clergy  and  lay 
leadership: 

"The  potential  for  a  growing,  active 
church  is  there  but  this  will  not  take 
place  with  the  present  bishop.” 

Projects  to  be  funded  with  the  $150,000 
are  to  be  determined  by  the  Women’s 
Division,  working  with  the  Ministry  of 
Women’s  Office  in  the  World  Division, 
the  YWCA  of  Zimbabwe,  the  coordinator 
of  women's  work  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Zimbabwe,  the  women’s  desk 
of  the  Christian  Council  and  other 
women’s  organizations  of  Zimbabwe. 

Other  Zimbabwe  measures 

Other  Zimbabwe-related  recommen¬ 
dations  brought  to  members  of  the  divi¬ 
sions  from  the  Christian  Social  Relations 
and  Finance  sections  included  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

•  That  the  division  and  the  entire 
board  seek  to  provide  orientation  about 
the  development  goals  and  commitments 
of  Zimbabwe  to  United  Methodists  as 
well  as  to  the  religious  and  secular  press; 

•  That  pressure  be  brought  on  the  U.S. 
State  Department  “regarding  increased 
aid  to  Zimbabwe”  on  a  continuing  basis; 

•  that  United  Methodist  Women  study 
the  socio-economic-political  structures 
now  emerging  in  Africa. 


Conciliation  service  still  on  track 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

A  crisis  conciliation  service  —  which 
would  be  to  human  conflicts  what  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is 
to  natural  disasters  —  definitely  remains 
in  the  works,  contrary  to  some  rumors. 

Many  assumed  that  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  was  with¬ 
drawing  from  that  of  ten-controversial 
type  of  ministry,  according  to  Bishop 
Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  when  the  Rev.  John 
Adams,  a  central  figure  in  numerous 
crisis  intervention  situations  for  several 
years,  lost  his  job  in  a  major  staff  re¬ 
shuffle  last  December. 

Rumors  to  that  effect  continue  to  cir¬ 
culate,  said  the  bishop  who  is  president  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“I  want  it  understood  that  the  failure  of 
the  board  to  rehire  John  Adams  in  no 
way  means  we’re  backing  off  from  crisis 
conciliation,”  said  Bishop  Hodapp. 
“Some  think  there  was  pressure  in  the 
church  to  back  off,  but  that  is  not  so.” 

The  most  recent  dramatic  example  of 
Mr.  Adams’  conciliation  work  occurred 
last  summer.  Iranian  students  demon¬ 
strating  outside  the  White  House  became 
embroiled  with  jeering  American  spec¬ 
tators  and  the  police.  Violence  with  inter¬ 
national  implications  became  a  pos¬ 
sibility. 

At  the  request  of  some  frightened  Iran¬ 
ians,  Mr.  Adams  was  summoned  to  the 
scene.  He  negotiated,  diffused  an  explo¬ 
sive  situation  and  generally  drew  praise 
from  both  the  demonstrators  and  the 
police. 

Protests  of  service 
But  the  action  and  money  spent  by  the 
board  also  drew  considerable  protests 
from  many  United  Methodists  who  felt 
their  denomination  inappropriately  had 
“aided  the  enemy.” 

Bishop  Hodapp  stressed  that  Mr.  Adams 
and  four  other  Church  and  Society  leaders 
were  dismissed  in  December  for  reasons 
totally  unrelated  to  crisis  conciliation  efforts. 

Right  now  Church  and  Society  and  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  are  creating  a  joint  committee  to 
recommend  how  to  form  an  official  crisis 
conciliation  service  that  will  be  poised  to 
offer  help  at  the  instance  of  a  flare-up, 
the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  Hodapp  explained  that  the  UMC 
never  has  had  a  staff  position  for  someone 
to  be  involved  in  crisis  intervention. 
Mr.  Adams  developed  that  form  of  ministry 
out  of  the  force  of  his  own  personality  and 
conviction,  not  his  official  job,  the  bishop  said. 

When  the  1980  General  Conference 
authorized  a  major  revamping  of  Church 
and  Society’s  staff,  the  positions  of  Mr. 
Adams  and  several  others  were  abol¬ 
ished.  He  applied  for  a  newly  created 
position  (which  also  had  nothing  to  do 
with  crisis  intervention)  but  wasn’t 
offered  the  job. 

“John  (Adams)  has  told  me  he  wishes 
to  help  facilitate  this  new  service  but  that 
he  doesn’t  want  the  job”  at  his  late-50s 
age,  Bishop  Hodapp  said. 

Contacted  by  TM/UMR  at  his  home  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  Mr.  Adams  said  he 
had  made  that  statement  to  the  bishop 
when  he  was  still  being  considered  for 
the  other  job  with  Church  and  Society 
and  that  he  doesn’t  consider  his  “no”  to 
running  a  conciliation  service  to  be  “a 
heavy  negative.”  Preparing  to  receive 
an  appointment  in  June  in  his  North 


Indiana  Annual  Conference,  he  said  he 
would  do  anything  he  could  to  help 
whomever  might  run  the  new  service. 

“My  interest  in  it  (crisis  intervention) 
never  was  to  make  a  job  for  myself,”  he 
said.  “The  need  is  there  .  .  .  The  1976 
General  Conference  affirmed  this  in  its 
resolution  on  ministries  in  social  conflict.” 

Other  crises 

Among  the  volatile,  highly  publicized 
events  in  recent  years  in  which  Mr. 
Adams  has  represented  the  UMC  as  a 
peacemaker  was  the  1972  Republican  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  in  Miami  Beach  and 
the  anniversary  of  the  occupation  of 
Wounded  Knee. 

By  its  nature,  crisis  conciliation  must 
be  carried  out  by  some  rather  autonom¬ 
ous-acting  individuals,  he  said.  But  they 
have  to  have  the  force,  credibility  and 
money  of  something  like  a  denomination 
behind  them,  he  said. 

It  only  makes  sense  that  a  body  of 
Christians  would  be  able  to  cool  off  a 
crisis  because  of  trust  On  all  sides,  he 
said.  “Unfortunately,  people  almost  un¬ 
wittingly  want  to  use  Christian  convic¬ 


tion  to  sanction  violence,”  hence  a  lot  of 
criticism  of  his  past  efforts. 

"The  question  is  not  just  preventing 
violence  but  in  bringing  about  justice  .  .  . 
I  can’t  think  of  an  instance  when  all 
agencies  involved  in  a  crisis,  including 
the  government,  weren’t  commending 
what  was  done.” 

Through  Mr.  Adams’  leadership  and 
Church  and  Society’s  support,  the  UMC 
has  ministered  in  a  unique  way.  “Other 
denominations  have  supported  us,”  Mr. 
Adams  said.  “But  I  don’t  believe  there 
are  any  others  offering  this  kind  of 
service  .  .  .  except  for  the  Mennonites 
who  have  just  established  their  own 
conciliation  service  in  Akron,  Pa.  I 
helped  advise  them.  ” 

Most  difficult  problem 

The  most  difficult  problem  in  setting 
up  the  service  ifc  in  figuring  out  how  to 
give  crisis  intervenors  the  freedom  they 
need  to  respond  quickly  and  at  the  same 
time  the  denomination  to  maintain 
control  and  financial  responsibility. 

“Maybe  we’ll  build  up  a  reserve  fund 
with  advance  specials,”  he  speculated. 
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El  Salvador: 
churches 
decry  policy 

Compiled  From  News  Releases 

NEW  YORK  —  A  growing  number  of 
American  Protestant  leaders  individual¬ 
ly  are  joining  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
in  their  outspoken  objections  to  the 
Reagan  administration  decision  to  step 
up  military  aid  to  El  Salvador. 

‘  ‘We  must  stand  together  in  this  crucial 
situation,”  the  Rev.  M.  William  Howard, 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  commented. 

Reaction  against  the  U.S.  government’s 
support  of  the  ruling  junta  is  being  fan¬ 
ned  not  by  political  radicals,  but  by  mid¬ 
dle-of-the-road  Catholics. 

Throughout  the  country,  Catholics  at¬ 
tended  memorial  masses  for  the  slain 
Archbishop  Oscar  Romero  on  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  his  murder.  The  archbishop 
had  pleaded  with  President  Carter  not  to 
send  U.S.  military  aid  to  the  junta. 

The  leaders  of  five  Protestant  chur¬ 
ches  —  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.,  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Baptist  Churches  and  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  —  have  come  out  against 
military  aid  and  communicated  their 
concern  in  letters  to  every  congregation 
in  their  church. 

Though  not  participating  in  the 
massive  letter  campaign,  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  Board  for  World  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  have  also  spoken  out  against 
U.S.  military  aid  to  the  junta  in  El  Salvador. 

The  bishops  of  four  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tions  issued  a  statement  pledging  “their 
oneness  with  the  National  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  in  calling  for  the  non¬ 
intervention  militarily  of  the  United 
States  in  the  internal  affairs  of  El 
Salvador."  The  four  churches  included 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church. 

Officers  of  the  United  Methodist  coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  took  a  further  step,  asking 
all  45  of  their  bishops  to  communicate 
their  oppostion  to  military  intervention 
to  all  pastors  in  their  conferences  and 
urge  them  to  give  leadership  to  their 
congregations  on  the  issue. 

Many  of  the  Protestant  church  leaders 
plan  further  efforts  in  what  they  hope 
will  be  a  joint  campaign  to  change  U.S. 
policy  in  El  Salvador.  “We  envision  a 
significant  campaign  which  we  expect  to 
center  on  massive  activities  during  Holy 
Week,”  explained  National  Council  of 
Churches  President  M.  William  Howard 
in  a  letter  to  communion  heads  last  week. 

"Conversations  are  underway  toward 
developing  some  particularly  visible 
activity  which  may  require  your  physical 
presence  in  the  nation’s  capitoi  during 
that  time  period." 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bis¬ 
hops  and  the  leaders  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  the  two  major  Presbyter¬ 
ian  churches  have  sent  a  background 
statement  on  El  Salvador  along  with 
their  letters. 

The  statement  characterizes  the 
present  junta  as  one  dominated  by 
conservative  military  men  opposed  to 
significant  reform.  It  argues  that  the 
junta’s  land  reform  program,  which  has 
often  been  cited  as  a  progressive  step, 
"has  been  exploited  by  the  military,  the 
landowners  and  their  paramilitary 
organizations  to  identify  and  murder 
thousands  of  peasants.” 


Roundtable  leaders  cancel  meeting 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  -  Religious  Roundtable 
leaders  have  cancelled  a  meeting  with 
officials  of  the  National  Council  of 
"hurches  on  a  date  their  president, 
Edward  McAteer,  suggested,  NCC  officials 
said  last  Friday. 

Claire  Randall,  the  NCC’s  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  wrote  Roundtable  leaders  in 
mid-March  expressing  the  willingness  of 
NCC  leaders  to  meet  and  discuss  their 
experimental,  inclusive  language  lection¬ 
ary  project.  Mr.  McAteer  has  accused 
the  NCC  in  a  fund-raising  letter  of  pro¬ 


ducing  a  new,  “non-sexist  Bible”  trans 
lation  which  would  eliminate  terms  such 
as  “Son  of  God.” 

Confronted  in  mid-February  by 
TM/UMR  with  the  facts  about  the  NCC 
project,  Mr.  McAteer  said  he  intended  to 
meet  with  NCC  officials,  (see  TM/UMR 
Feb.  27  and  March  20  issues) . 

Dr.  Randall’s  letter  invited  the 
Roundtable  leaders  to  pick  a  date.  A 
letter  from  Mr.  McAteer  and  Roundtable 
Executive  Director  Edward  Rowe, 
received  March  24,  suggested  either 
April  8  or  9. 


The  NCC  made  arrangements  for 
New  York  meeting  April  8,  but  Ms.  Row 
said  over  the  phone  that  “after  readin 
the  minutes  of  the  November  meeting  i 
which  the  decision  about  the  lectionar 
was  made,  he  did  not  think  a  meetin 
was  necessary,"  a  NCC  spokesman  saic 
He  also  indicated  that  the  meeting  shoul 
be  in  Washington  and  not  in  New  York. 

Later  the  same  day,  he  told  NO 
officials  Mr.  McAteer  was  “alread 
booked"  for  April  8. 

When  invited  to  pick  another  date,  Mi 
Rowe  said  he  would  “think  about  it.” 
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Onesimus,  Lance  Webb’s  first  historical 
novel,  is  the  suspense-filled  story  of  a  noble  - 
born  Greek  whose  political  misfortune  re¬ 
sulted  in  slavery.  Onesimus’s  desperate 
longing  to  be  master  of  his  own  life  over¬ 
shadowed  all  other  desires,  and  he  com¬ 
promised  his  honor  to  risk  the  furtive  free¬ 
dom  of  a  runaway  slave.  Fearful,  guilty, 
and  insecure,  he  then  faced  a  choice- 
slavery  of  his  spirit  to  sin  or  freedom  in 
Christ. 

“Onesimus  isan  excellent  piece  of  work.  The 
theological  and  biblical  content— along 
with  the  historical  research— are  outstand- 

Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

“The  Apostle  Paul  is  pictured  as  a  real  per¬ 
son— not  just  a  legendary  character.  Onesi¬ 
mus  shows  a  careful  study  of  the  times  and 
countries  so  long  ago.  Webb  writes  as 
though  he  were  there!” 

Mildred  Garling 
Ashland,  Ohio 

This  exciting  new  novel  is  available 
now  at  your  local  bookstore. 


Webb’s  authentically  detailed  novel  builds, 
upon  a  reference  to  Ones'mus  by  St.  Paul 
in  the  book  of  Philemon.  It  is  an  exciting 
human  drama  of  the  struggle  to  resolve  the 
clashing  conflicts  within,  as  well  as  the  hos¬ 
tile  and  ruthless  persecutions  of  the  early 
Christians.  Onesimus,  a  story  of  romance, 
adventure,  and  faith.  Paperback,  $5.95. 


“Vividly  written!  There  is  just  enough  mix¬ 
ture  of  history,  teaching,  and  humanness  to 
make  Onesimus  most  readable.” 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Miller 
Mason  City,  Iowa 

“Onesimus  is  an  imaginative  recasting  of  im¬ 
portant  events  in  the  New  Testament  era... 
it  is  faithful  to  the  spirit  of  the  Pauline  mis¬ 
sion  to  slaves  and  free,  to  males  and  fe¬ 
males,  to  Greeks  and  Jews." 

Robert  Jewett 
Evanston,  Illinois 

Thomas  Nelson  Publishers 

Nashville 
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Good  Samaritan  Offering 


aids 


This  Easter  marks  the  second  year  for  The 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  for  six  church 
institutions,  combining  all  conference  offerings 
into  one  taken  at  Easter  and  Christmas. 

In  the  first  two  offerings  taken  last  year,  the 
church  netted  $307,726.48,  plus  individual 
offerings  to  the  institutions  over  the  netted 
amount. 

The  institutions  that  are  helped  by  this  offering 
are: 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME  — 
Located  in  Ruston,  this  multi-service  child  care 
facility  provides  residential,  emergency  and 
foster  care  to  school  aged  children  and  youth  from 
throughout  the  state. 

METHODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL  —  This  New 
Orleans  facility  is  a  home  for  abused,  abandoned 
and  neglected  children  ages  2-14.  The  care 
includes  emergency  shelter  plus  rehabilitation, 
therapeutic  treatment  and  psychiatric  evaluation 
in  a  family  atmosphere. 

PENDLETON  MEMORIAL  METHODIST 
HOSPITAL  —  Serving  patients  from  southern 
Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  gulf  coast,  this  330 
bed  hospital  offers  quality  medical  care  in  a 
Christian  environment,  as  well  as  offering 
medical  services  to  those  unable  to  pay. 

RETIRED  MINISTER’S  HOMES  -  Thirty 
homes  and  a  six-unit  apartment  complex  provide 
housing  for  retired  ministers,  their  widows  and 


disabled  ministers  and  their  wives. 

LAFON  HOME  —  This  non-operational  nursing 
home  has  been  serving  the  elderly  and  needy 
since  1867.  It  is  currently  awaiting  the 
construction  of  a  new  facility. 

PEOPLE’S  COMMUNITY  CENTER  —  A 
Christian  environment  is  very  important  in  a 
central  city  area,  and  that  is  what  this  center 
provides.  Located  in  the  center  city  of  New 
Orleans,  it  provides  a  variety  of  services  to 
promote  spiritual,  physical,  mental,  social  and 
emotional  development. 

The  money  given  for  these  institutions  can  be 
designated  for  one  special  institution  or  it  can  be 
given  for  general  use. 

The  money  given  for  general  use  is  divided 
according  to  a  formula  used  by  the  Committee  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  under  the 
conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Beverly  Bond,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  meets  with  the  other  members  and 
representatives  of  the  organizations  several  times 
during  the  year  to  assess  the  needs  of  the  various 
institutions. 

The  various  directors  of  the  facilities  said  they 
received  more  money  through  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  than  they  did  under  the  past 
system  of  separate  offering. 

For  more  information  about  this  worthwhile 
offering,  turn  to  page  6. 


agencies 


Walker ,  Dienken 
attend  seminar 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker, 
Conference  Director  of  Special 
Ministries,  and  Charles  H.  Dienken, 
vice-chairman  of  the  Lafon  Home 
Board,  represented  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  the  Annual  Trustees 
Seminar  sponsored  by  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  at  the 
Menger  Hotel  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Walker  and  Dienken  joined  one 
hundred  trustees  representing 
children’s  homes,  hospitals, 
residential  and  nursing  homes  for 
the  aged. 

Walker  also  attended  a  three-day 
National  Consultation  on  Enlistment 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
through  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Concerns  Task  Force  of  the  Division 
of  the  Ordained  Ministry. 

Walker  joined  over  200 
representatives  of  ethnic  minorities 
on  the  campus  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  conference  theme  centered 
around  “Training  the  Trainers  of 
Enlisters  for  Ministry.” 


Mangum  UMW expand 
scope  ofs\ 


service 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Mangum  Chapel  UMC,  near  Walker, 
decided  to  expand  their  services  of 
prayer  and  self-denial  this  year  to 
include  the  whole  congregation. 
According  to  Betty  Graham,  president, 
previous  years’  service  were  conducted 
for  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women. 

This  year’s  service  of  Prayer  and  Self- 
Denial  was  arranged  by  Gloria  Seiler, 
wife  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Seiler, 
and  Lida  Holland;  and  Lela  Mae  Sibley 
and  Alma  Jones  served  as  readers.  Betty 
Graham,  president,  and  Carolyn  Forbes 
served  as  ushers. 

Men  who  are  retired  in  the 
congregation  and  pre-school  children 
attend  the  special  service  with  the 
members  of  the  UMW,  and,  Seiler  said, 
“the  offering  was  increased  tenfold  over 
previous  years  when  the  service  was 


restricted  to  the  women  alone.” 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
church  are  planning  a  Latin  Night 
program,  which  will  include  a  supper 
featuring  Latin  American  dishes  and  a 
special  program  to  emphasize  “the 
church’s  Latin  American  missions 
program,  so  that  the  entire  congregation 
will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  learn  of 
the  church’s  involvement  in  South 
American  countries.” 

Mrs.  Graham  said  that  the  offering 
from  the  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  service 
was  sent  to  assist  the  ministries 
involving  children  since  the  theme  for 
the  service  followed  the  theme: 
“Children,  Advocacy  and  Ministry,”  a 
sub-theme  under  the  1981  general 
heading,  “Of  Such  Is  the  Kingdom.” 
Their  offering  will  assist  children  in 
America  and  foreign  lands  through 
agencies  such  as  Day  Care  Centers, 
Children’s  Homes,  and  Hospitals. 


The  Rev.  Abraham  £.  Davis 

Mt.  Zion  UMC 
holds  workshop 

“Know  Your  Church”  was  the  subject 
of  a  workshop  on  the  local  United 
Methodist  Church  held  at  the  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  late 
January. 

Speakers  for  the  workshops  were  the 
reverends  Abraham  E.  Davis,  (pictured 
above),  pastor  of  the  First  Street  United 
Methodist  Church;  L.  Ray  Branton, 
pastor  of  the  Asbury  church  in 
Lafayette;  and  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
pastor  at  Mt.  Zion. 

Several  Methodist  Churches  were 
represented  in  the  large  group. 


Billings 

resigns 

Center 

The  Rev.  David  Billings  has  resigned 
as  Executive  Director  of  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  in  the  Vieux  Carre, 
New  Orleans,  after  10  years  of  service. 

Under  Billings’  direction,  the 
community  center  became  a  million- 
dollar  operation  annually,  with  five 
major  programs  and  a  staff  of  50 
personnel. 

Among  the  programs  at  the  center  are 
a  Street  Academy  for  junior  high  school 
students  who  have  dropped  out  of  school, 
a  Big  Sister  program  to  serve  young 
girls,  a  day-care  program  which  also 
trains  and  finds  employment  for  day 
care  workers. 

Also  included  at  the  center  are  a  Child 
Care  Resources  service  which  provides 
workshops  and  other  training  for  early 
childhood  teachers,  parents,  and  day 
care  staff  throughout  the  New  Orleans 
area,  and  a  Restitution  Program  which 
young  people  who  have  committed 
crimes  work  in  so  they  can  repay  their 
victims. 

Billings  will  remain  as  pastor  of  St. 
Marks  United  Methodist  Church 
adjacent  to  the  center. 


Attending  the  burning  of  the  Belle  Chasse  UMC  mortgage  are  (from  left)  John 
Biddle,  Alice  Bourgeois  Biddle,  Mrs.  Anatole  Bourg,  the  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Davis  and 
the  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  District  Superintendent  for  the  New  Orleans-Houma 
district. 

Belle  Chase  burns  mortgage 


Pastors  ’ School  set  for  July  12-15 


Women  of  the  Mangum  Chapel  United  Methodist  Women  who  participated  in  their 
special  service  of  Prayer  and  Self-Denial,  from  I.  to  r.,  Betty  Graham,  president; 
Alma  Jones,  secretary -treasurer;  Carolyn  Forbes;  Gloria  Seiler,  program 
chairman ;  Lela  Mae  Sibley ;  and  Lida  Holland.  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Seiler,  pastor,  is  in  the 
background. 


Dillard  Choir  gives  tour 


“Bringing  in  the  Peeves”  will  be  the 
title  of  this  year’s  Pastors’  School, 
scheduled  for  July  13-15  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

This  year’s  school  is  designed  as  an  in- 
depth  workshop  on  pastoral 
responsibilities  to  the  family. 

Featured  professionals  at  the  school 
will  be  Marian  Wood,  M.S.W.,  and 
Patrick  Ross,  M.S.W.,  family  therapists 
from  Baton  Rouge. 

Also  featured  will  be  Dr.  John  Holbert, 
assistant  professor  of  the  Old  Testament 
at  Perkins. 

Preaching  for  the  school  will  be  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr.,  President  of  Wiley 
College. 

Pastors  and  spouses  are  urged  to  get 
aside  these  days  this  summer  for  growth 
and  improvement  of  skills  in  counseling, 
communications,  and  biblical 
perspectives  regarding  personal  family 


situations  as  well  as  ministry  within  the 
church. 


Members  of  the  Belle  Chasse  United 
Methodist  held  a  special  burning  of  their 
parsonage’s  mortgage  and  also  a 
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The  Dillard  University  Choir  kicked  off 
their  annual  concert  tour  with  a 
performance  at  the  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church,  April  10. 

The  choir  was  presented  by  the 
church’s  United  Methodist  Men  and 
Women.  It  is  one  of  the  first  in  a  series  of 
cultural  activities,  according  to  Brenda 
J.  Canty,  president  of  the  women,  and  W. 
B.  Chrisentery,  leader  of  the  men. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Carver  G. 
Davenport,  the  choir  was  the  guest  of  the 
Capitol  Senior  High  School  Choir  and 
William  Turner,  principal. 

Inez  W.  Chrisentery,  program  contact 
coordinator,  said  a  tour  of  the  City  of 
Baton  Rouge  was  planned  for  the  group 
on  the  night  of  the  concert. 


Joyce  Foster  Banks  was  in  charge  of 
housing  the  group  with  the  members  of 
the  church. 

Host  and  hostess  for  the  event  were 
Frederick  McKee  and  Glorious  M. 
Wright. 

Special  Captains  for  the  concert 
included:  Velma  Brown,  Carolyn  G. 
Clark,  Frances  Dunlap,  Helen  Fitzgerald, 
Lois  Heath,  Mrs.  Tamar  Knox,  Helen  T. 
McCrory,  Lorita  Pouncy,  Joyce  W. 
Robinson,  Eloise  Williams  and  Mrs.  R. 
Stanley  Wilson,  said  Mary  M.  Gordon, 
vice  president  of  the  women. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  is  the 
pastor  at  the  church,  located  at  149  14th 
Street,  Baton  Rouge. 
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Centenary  College  President  Donald  Webb  rolls  out  the  red  carpet  for  his  son,  Chris 
Webb,  recently  named  director  of  Alumni  Relations.  Chris  is  a  graduate  of  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  in  1977  and  also  taught  there. 


dedication  service  during  their  March  1 
service. 

The  fulfilling  of  the  mortgage  payment 
was  made  possible  by  a  gift  from  Mrs. 
Bruce  Bourgeois. 

Mr.  Bourgeois,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  was  the  contractor  for  the 
building  of  the  parsonage  and  had  not 
charged  the  church  for  the  labor  on  the 
parsonage.  Bourgeois,  recently 
deceased,  was  named  in  the  original 
mortgage  title,  burned  at  the  dedication, 
following  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Douglas 
L.  Davis,  who  burned  the  mortgage. 

District  Superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans  —  Houma  District,  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Blakely,  presided  over  the 
dedication  service  and  the  open  house  at 
the  parsonage. 

Webb  joins 
Webb  at 
Centenary 

Like  father,  like  son?  We  hope  so. 

Centenary  College  President  Donald 
Webb  announced  the  appointment  of  his 
son,  Christopher  Webb,  as  Director  of 
Alumni  Relations. 

The  junior  Webb  was  bom  in 
Plymouth,  England,  and  at  the  age  of  5, 
he  and  his  family  moved  to  the  United 
States. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Worthington  High 
School  in  Ohio.  He  also  attended  the 
Sorbonne  in  Paris  and  graduated  from 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  in  1977. 

He  began  teaching  at  Ohio  Wesleyan 
immediately  after  graduation  and 
became  program  assistant  and 
instructor  of  English  as  a  second 
language  for  their  English  Language 
Program  for  Foreign  Students. 

Webb  and  his  wife  Lora  have  three 
children:  Phoebe,  5,  Sarah  and  Jennifer, 
8 months  (twins). 

Besides  raising  a  family,  Webb  enjoys 
working  with  people,  music  and  travel. 
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‘Cluster  concept’  used  in  Atlanta 
to  aid  poor  should  be  duplicated 


Many  congregations  which  acknow 
ledge  a  responsibility  to  minister  to  the 
physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  the  poor 
of  their  community  find  obstacles  —  real 
or  imagined  —  which  block  their 
becoming  involved  in  such  ministries. 

Four  congregations  in  Atlanta  —  three 
white  and  one  black  —  have  clustered 
together,  laid  aside  their  excuses  and 
allowed  their  commitment  to  make  a 
Christian  witness  which  is  manifested  in  at 
least  partial  alleviation  of  human  suffer¬ 
ing  (seeTM/UMR,  April  10). 

Five  years  ago  when  these  four 
congregations  began  to  work  together, 
they  only  occasionally  had  been 
individually  involved  in  helping  the  poor 
of  their  community  —  and  most  of  that 
help  was  given  from  a  distance.  But 
together,  we  believe,  they  probably  have 
accomplished  at  least  as  much  as  any 
church  in  Atlanta,  or  any  other  city, 
toward  alleviating  the  suffering  of  some 
poor  persons.  The  “cluster”  also  has 
helped  both  poor  and  more  affluent  per¬ 
sons  find  new  meaning  in  working  together 
as  Christians.  The  trust  relationships 
established  through  the  years  of  working 
together  have  been  particularly  signifi¬ 
cant  in  Atlanta’s  recent  tragedy  of  the 
murder  of  23  children  and  young  adults. 

The  Atlanta  cluster  has  demonstrated 
that  local  congregations  —  combining 
strong  and  weak,  rich  and  poor,  minority 
and  white  congregations  across  diverse 
neighborhoods  and  ethnic  groups  —  can 
bring  about  significant  change  within 
public  schools  and  neighborhoods 
threatened  with  deterioration  and  crime. 
Most  important,  perhaps,  they  are 
helping  to  free  despair-filled  lives  from 
the  entanglement  of  a  seemingly  endless 
welfare  cycle. 

We  believe  the  Christians  of  the 
Cascade  United  Methodist  Church,  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Episcopal  Church,  First 
Presbyterian  Church  and  Trinity 
Presbyterian  Church  have  correctly 
incorporated  into  their  common  ministry 
what  it  means  to  be  neighbor  —  as  in 
“love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.” 

We  believe  the  cluster  concept  used  by 
these  four  churches  in  Atlanta 
profoundly  demonstrates  a  “Christian 
alternative”  —  as  called  for  recently  by 
denominational  leaders  —  to  attitudes  of 
suspicion,  distrust  and  racism  (see 
TM/UMR,  March  27).  We  believe  any 
United  Methodist  congregation  should 
and  can  undertake  a  similar  effort  in  its 
own  community.  We  commend  the 
Atlanta  cluster  as  a  model  for  Christian 
spirit  and  Christian  action. 

The  leaders  of  the  Atlanta  cluster 
project  offer  some  simple  but  highly 
significant  principles  for  those  who 
would  seriously  consider  an  enterprise 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  600  member- 
families  of  the  Asbury  UMC  in  Charles 
Town.  West  Virginia  (Baltimore 
Conference),  approximately  350 
member-families  of  the  Asbury  UMC  in 
Denton,  Texas  (North  Texas 
Conference)  and  approximately  900 
member-families  of  the  St.  Stephen’s 
UMC  in  Houston,  Texas  (Texas 
Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Charles  Town, 
Denton  and  Houston  we  say  “Welcome.” 
We  hope  you  will  find  your  new  church 
paper  interesting  and  informative,  and 
that  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such 
coluipns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor." 


such  as  their  cluster : 

•  Within  the  cluster  concept,  no 
congregation  is  too  small  to  be  involved 
in  an  outreach  ministry  to  the  poor.  The 
cluster  provides  for  the  bringing  together 
of  enough  personpower  and  resources  to 
meet  any  challenge. 

•If  members  of  a  congregation  feel  in¬ 
capable  of  dealing  with  a  minority  person 
themselves  because  of  cultural,  racial, 
ethnic  or  economic  differences,  a  congre¬ 
gation  can  cluster  with  a  minority  congre¬ 
gation  with  which  they  at  least  share  their 
common  Christian  commitment. 

•If  a  church  is  not  located  in  a  poverty 
neighborhood,  it  should  look  around  for  a 
congregation  that  is  so  situated  with 
which  to  cluster. 

•  If  there  are  not  enough  United 
Methodist  churches  in  a  community  to 
accomplish  a  task,  clusters  across  de¬ 
nominational  lines  should  be  considered. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Easter  CJriumph 


By  Laura  Baker  Haynes 
Weatherford,  Texas 

A  bright  new  day  is  dawning, 
And  I  awoke  to  find 
The  triumphant  Easter  story 
In  my  heart,  and  on  my  mind. 

For  it  is  Easter  Sunday, 

And  I  can  clearly  see 

The  pain-wracked  body  of  Jesus 

On  the  cross  of  Calvary. 

“Go  tell  them  He  is  risen,” 

The  white  robed  angel  cried, 

He  is  risen !  He  is  risen ! 

Though  He  was  crucified.” 

Oh,  the  victory  of  Easter, 

The  cross,  the  grave,  the  stone, 
The  triumphant  resurrection 
In  the  heart  lives  on  and  on. 


Here  I  Stand 

believe  God  will  resurrect  even 
me,  when  He's  good  and  ready 


By  RICHARD  W.  SMITH  SR. 

The  light  tap-tap-tap  on  our  front  door 
interrupted  my  afternoon  reading  in 
“Christianity  and  Crisis.” 

“Mr.  Smith?” 

“Yes” 

“Is  Mrs.  Smith  in?” 

“Why  do  you  want  her?”  (She  was 
napping  after  an  airplane  ride  and  8 
hours  on  her  feet  in  surgery,  so  that  she’d 
be  fresh  for  our  Maundy  Thursday 
evening  communion.) 

“Well,  Mr. _ (he  named  him) 

referred  me  to  you.  Do  you  have  a  few 
minutes  you  could  talk  to  me  now  or 
would  another  time  be  more 
convenient?” 

“No,  I  really  don’t  have  time  now! 
What  is  the  nature  of  your  business?” 

“I  just  wanted  to  give  you  a  booklet  to 
read.” 

“O.K.,  Give  it  to  me  and  I’ll  read  it 


Childhood  tradition  should  be  used 
to  explain  real  meaning  of  Easter 


To  the  Editor: 

How  sad  to  read  my  fellow  Texan’s 
diatribe  on  the  Easter  Bunny,  in  the  issue 
of  April  3.  In  her  “mind’s  eye,”  she  sees  a 
giant  Easter  Bunny  taking  the  spotlight 
from  one  of  Christendom’s  most 
meaningful  observances.  I  would 
imagine  that  she  would  banish  Santa 
Claus  for  the  same  reason. 

While  the  “bunny”  and  the  “bearded 
one”  have  surely  been  over-emphasized, 
both  of  these  symbols  can  become  the 
focus  of  family-centered  activities,  if 
properly  utilized.  Surely  there  is  no  doubt 
of  the  need  for  more  programs  to  bring 
families  closer  together.  If  the  “horrid 
hare”  becomes  the  center  of  focus, 
however,  we  have  once  again  lost  a 
marvelous  opportunity  for  interpreting 
the  real  meaning  of  a  significant  event. 

Let’s  not  throw  out  all  childhood 
traditions  that  may  bring  families  closer 
together  —  rather,  let’s  explain  the 
meaning  behind  the  tradition  —  and 
thereby  interpret  the  spirit  of  new  life, 
love,  and  concern  for  one  another,  which 
are  the  foundations  of  Christ’s  ministry. 

Lester  Wahrenbrock 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas 

Easter  could  become 

‘Resurrection  Day’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  share  the  underlying  concern  of  Mary 
McWilliams  Johnson  about  that  “horrid 
hare,”  the  Easter  Bunny  (TM/UMR, 
April  3.  But  my  wife  and  children  assure 
me  that  I  would  have  to  eat  my  rabbit 
stew  quite  alone.  In  order  to  preserve  the 
sacredness  of  Christian  tradition  as  well 
as  family  unity,  I  propose  an  alternative. 

Let  the  bunny  have  Easter.  Enjoy  all 
the  Easter  dresses,  colored  eggs,  and 
consumerism  we  are  accustomed  to  in 
our  society  if  you  will,  and  call  that 
“Easter”  (a  name  we  seem  to  have  co¬ 
opted  from  a  pagan  Anglo-Saxon  goddess 
of  Spring.)  Begin  to  intentionally 
reconstruct  our  terminology  in  church 
publications,  sermons,  announcements, 
et  al.,  so  that  Christians  celebrate 
“Resurrection  Day,”  not  Easter,  as  a 
high  and  holy  day. 

Penn  Morgan 

Shreveport,  Louisiana 

Ms.  Johnson  should  not 
point  accusing  finger 

To  the  Editor: 

Mary  McWilliams  Johnson’s  attack  on 
the  Easter  Bunny  found  a  fitting  spot  in 
your  paper  right  next  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  William  McNutt,  that 
defines  original  sin  as  “pointing  accusing 
fingers.”  One  has  to  wonder  where  Ms. 
Johnson  has  been  asking  her  questions 
about  Easter  Sunday  to  come  off 
sounding  so  negative  about  the  training 
our  children  receive  in  our  churches. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  two  United 
Methodist  churches  and  pastor  of  three 
others.  I  honestly  believe  that  any  child 
in  any  one  of  those  churches  would 
respond  to  a  question  about  Easter 
Sunday  with  an  explanation  reflecting 
their  understanding  of  Christ’s  death  and 
resurrection. 

Ms.  Johnson’s  allegory  would  make 
humorous  reading  if  she  had  not  lumped 
all  children,  ministers  and  churches  into 
one  group  "clutching  their  goodies”  and 
following  the  Bunny.  Please,  Ms. 
Johnson,  be  careful  where  you  “point 
your  accusing  finger.  ’  ’ 

Elton  H.  Peterson 
Fredonia,  New  York 

Only  a  handful  feel 
burden  to  reach  out 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  say  I  appreciated  Kent 
Biller’s  “Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined 
“Are  we  really  living  out  what  we  say  we 
believe  about  mission  outreach?” 
(TM/UMR,  March  20). 

Being  in  a  rural  church,  I  have 
watched  pastors  come  and  go  and 
wondered  why  some  were  there.  A 
sermon  on  God’s  love  was  often  given  but 
very  few  on  missions,  or  a  personal 
relationship  to  God  through  Christ 
bringing  about  salvation.  Thank  the  Lord 
not  all  were  so  shallow  and  we  now  have 
a  pastor  who  is  reaching  out  to  win  souls. 
We  also  have  a  food  box,  because  works 
are  important  after  salvation. 

Evangelism  was  once  a  scary  word  in 
our  church,  and  we  were  afraid  we  might 
become  emotional  fanatics  like  some 
other  non-United  Methodist  churches.  I 
wonder  why  they’re  growing  and  we’re 
not? 

We  have  only  a  handful  in  our  church 
who  feel  the  burden  strong  enough  to 
reach  out,  but  I  remember  the  sermon 
our  pastor  gave  which  included  the 


statement,  “little  in  the  hands  of  God  is 
much."  I  believe  this  totally. 

I  pray  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  go  back  to  its  first  and  most 
important  calling:  introducing  lost  souls 
to  Christ.  . .  w-,  *  _ , 

Mrs.  Errolyn  Sooy 
Grafton,  Ohio 

Editorial  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  “Racial  tragedy  calls 
Christians  to  prayer,  introspection  and 
action”  (TM/UMR,  March  27)  indicates 
that  the  killers  of  the  black  children  in 
Atlanta  are  white  people.  You  are 
contributing  to  the  racial  problem  by 
that  statement.  There  has  been  no 
evidence  to  indicate  that  they  are  white  The  U.S.  supporting  very 
and  therefore  you  are  judging  guilty  thing  we  most  dread 
before  any  trial  of  any  kind  has  been 


overwhelming  majority  of  El  Salvador’s 
population,”  presumably  including  all 
major  opposition  parties,  trade  unions, 
professional  and  small  business 
associations,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  peasant  and  student 
organizations,  and  the  country’s  two 
principle  universities  failed  to  support 
the  leftists’  first  offensive  last  winter. 

I  believe  few  members  of  local  United 
Methodist  churches  favor  a  Nicaraguan 
solution  for  El  Salvador. 

Doesn’t  the  Reporter  understand  that 
El  Salvador  refers  to  Jesus  Christ  and  no 
godless  communism  as  the  Savior? 

JohnD.  McElheny 
Maitland,  Florida 


initiated. 

The  evidence  indicated  by  the  black 
police,  by  the  expressions  on  the  faces  of 
some  or  all  of  the  children,  is  that  they 
may  have  know  their  abductors,  which 
would  tend  to  indicate  they  could  be 
black. 

When  we  read  a  newspaper,  we  can 
only  read  by  the  words  you  print.  If  you 
don’t  select  your  words  carefully,  you 
could  convey  the  wrong  story.  Ideally, 
the  media  should  report  facts  and  not 
take  sides  and  “prophesy”  the  outcome 
which  could  be  wrong. 

I  believe  I  have  heard  somewhere  that 
we  should  not  judge  a  person  guilty 
before  the  trial. 

Brad  Maryatt 
Gayville,  South  Dakota 
Editor’s  note:  The  editorial  in  question 
contained  no  “statement”  indicating  the 
race  of  the  murderers. 

How  are  mission  dollars 
raised  and  used  by  UMC? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  Kent  Biller’s 
article  about  United  Methodist  mission 
outreach  in  the  March  20  “Here  I  Stand” 
column. 

Does  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  let  the  individual  churches 
know  of  the  needs  they  are  supporting 
around  the  world  or  wish  to  provide  for? 

Many  faith  missionaries,  serving  faith 
mission  boards,  have  to  go  out  and  raise 
their  own  support.  World  Vision,  I 
believe,  employs  field  men  to  solicit  gifts 
and  assist  in  making  wills  and  annuities. 

The  “Electronic  Church”  lets  the 
people  know  of  their  financial  needs.  One 
minister  builds  a  glass  cathedral, 
another  builds  a  university  and  now  is 
building  a  health  center.  Another  is 
building  a  college,  and  on  a  recent 
Sunday,  he  was  appealing  for  funds  to 
feed  the  starving  in  Africa.  One  can  only 
guess  how  many  United  Methodist 
dollars  are  contributed  towards  these 
three  broadcasts. 

Mr.  Biller  mentions  our  church’s 
members  giving,  on  the  average,  $30.02 
for  benevolences.  How  much  went  for 
administration,  and  how  much  for 
missions  and  the  starving? 

Martin  M.  Hyzer 
Brandenton,  Florida 
Articles,  editorial  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  articles  and 
editorial  concerning  the  “Religious 
Roundtable"  attack  on  the  National 
Council  of  Churches'  inclusive  language 
Bible  iectionary  project  (TM/UMR,  Feb. 
20,  Feb,  27,  and  March  20). 

Distortion  and  misrepresentation  have 
no  place  in  the  church.  May  God  use  your 
intervention  to  bring  light  and  honesty  to 
the  leadership  of  the  “Religious 
Roundtable."  May  God  use  your  articles 
and  editorials  to  bring  sober  awareness 
of  the  truth  to  your  wide  readership. 
Albert  Myers 

.  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

TM/UMR  article  on 
El  Salvador  questioned 

To  the  Editor : 

The  article  in  your  March  13  issue 
headlined  “El  Salvador  military  aid 
decried”  might  better  have  been 
headlined  “El  Salvador  military  aid  by 
U.S.  decried.” 

Neither  the  United  Methodist  News 
Service  nor  the  United  Methodist 
signatures  to  the  New  York  Times 
advertisement  appear  troubled  by  Soviet 
blue  military  aid  as  recently  documented 
by  the  U.S.  To  the  contrary,  they  urge  the 
U.S.  to  "let  the  people  of  El  Salvador 
decide  their  future,”  presumably  with 
Soviet  blue  military  support,  but  without 
U.S.  military  support  to  defend  against 
godless  communism. 

Your  article  fails  to  explain  why  “the 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  deeply  concerned  about,  and 
disturbed  by,  the  continued  U.S. 
economic  support  of  the  “powers  that 
be”  in  El  Salvador.  It  is  obvious,  after 
hearing  the  reports  made  by 
congresspersons  Gerry  Studds,  Barbara 
Mikulski,  and  Robert  Edgar,  that  the  aid 
to  El  Salvador  that  was  halted  under  the 
Carter  Administration  should  never  have 
been  resumed  (TM/UMR,  March  13)^ 

The  flag-waving  rhetoric  that  calls  for 
stopping  “communist  interference”  at 
any  price  has  gotten  so  caught  up  in  its 
own  momentum,  that  it  has  lost  sight  of 
its  original  concern.  The  very  oppression 
that  is  feared  in  a  communist  regime  (a 
fear  that  is  justified,  by  the  way)  is  no 
worse  than  the  rape,  torture,  brutality, 
death,  and  slaughter  we  are  currently 
supporting  in  El  Salvador.  We,  the  U.S., 
are  in  fact  supporting  the  very  thing  we 
most  dread!  How  did  this  happen?  Why 
does  it  continue? 

The  “lesser  of  two  evils"  is  no 
argument  here.  Trite  cliches  are 
inadequate  to  hide  behind  when  we  are 
talking  about  the  senseless  slaughter  of 
human  life. 

I  am  repulsed  by  any  government  that 
sees  human  beings  as  some  kind  of 
disposable  “means  to  an  end.”  This  is 
how  people  are  treated  in  El  Salvador, 
and  we  are  willing  partners  in  this 
crime!  MarkHeiss 

Castle  Rock,  Colorado 


when  I  have  time.” 

“Ah,  well  Mr.  Smith,  I  need  to  look  at  it 
with  you  and  Mrs.  Smith.” 

“Why  is  that?” 

“Well,  it  can  make  you  hundreds  of 
dollars.  Say,  do  you  have  a  will?  I  can 
help  you  make  a  will.  Everybody  needs  a 
will.  Why  you’d  be  surprised  how  many 
folks  in  Wayne  County  don’t  have  a  will.” 

“We  already  have  a  will.  Say,  what 
exactly  are  you  selling?” 

“Oh,  I’m  not  a  salesman,  I'm  a 
counselor.” 

“Oh,  you’re  a  counselor,”  I  said.  “Who 
do  you  work  for?  Who  writes  your 
paycheck?” 

“I  work  for  people.  I  help  them  make 
life  and  death  decisions.” 

"You  mean  you  run  a  suicide  ‘hot 
line’?” 

“Wellllll  —  no,  not  exactly.  Actually  I 
counsel  people  about  wills  —  but  you 
already  have  a  will,  that’s  good  you  know 
—  and  I  help  people  pick  out  a  lovely 
place  to  be  interred  with  their  loved  ones 
for  eternity.” 

(Now  I  see  what  he’s  up  to!)  I  said, 

“Do  you  work  for _ ?” 

“Why  yes.  Do  you  know  about  us?” 

(Oh  boy.  Do  I  ever?) 

“Yes,  I  know  where  that  cemetery  is. 
But  I  neither  have  the  time  nor 
inclination  to  purchase  a  gravesite 
today.  My  wife  and  I  have  some  very 
unconventional  ideas  about  funerals  and 
the  burial  of  our  bones.  In  fact,  we’ll 
probably  be  cremated  or  donated  to 
medical  science.”  He  had  a  quick 
comeback  —  this  counselor  who  had 
already  spent  15  minutes  of  time  which  I 
had  told  him  I  had  not. 

“We  have  some  lovely  places  for 
ashes.  You’d  like  our  new  mausoleum.”  I 
was  getting  restless  and  flippant. 

“Oh,  I  doubt  that.  I  always  wanted  to 
go  to  the  Holy  Land  so  maybe  she’ll 
scatter  my  ashes  over  the  Dead  Sea.” 

He  replied,  “That’s  illegal  —  against 
international  law.” 

“Well,  then  she  can  dust  the  raspberry 
bushes  with  my  ashes.  I’ve  always 
wanted  to  be  productive.  ” 

The  method  is  deceitful 

I  finally  persuaded  the  young  man  that 
I  was  not  going  to  buy  space  in  his 
cemetery.  I  had  allowed  him  almost  30 
minutes  of  my  alone  time,  my  rest  time, 
my  reading  time.  This  is  the  third 
personal  encounter  I’ve  had  with  a 
“counselor”  who  is  a  salesman  from  this 
firm.  Their  method  is  deceitful.  Their 
language  is  ambiguous,  misleading  and 
opportunistically  slanted  with  an  appeal 
to  the  latent  greed  within  us  called, 
“good  business  sense.”  In  other  words,  to 
die  is  to  “pass  on.”  A  grave  or  tomb  is  a 
“final  resting  place.”  (I  thought  only  life 
forms  needed  rest.)  A  salesman  is  a 
“counselor.”  A  free  booklet  to  read  is  not 
free  or  to  be  read  —  alone  as  implied.  I 
am  disgusted  and  appalled!  My  intelli¬ 
gence  has  been  ignored  and  insulted!  For 
a  moment,  I  thought  he  was  a  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  politician  running  for  office. 

The  crux  of  the  matter  is,  that  of  all  the 
days  this  fellow  should  call  on  us  to  talk 
about  our  imminent  death  and  burial,  he 
picked  Maundy  Thursday,  the  night 
Christ  was  betrayed.  It’s  true,  I  was 
thinking  about  death  this  week  and 
especially  today.  (He  really  should  have 
come  the  next  day  —  Good  Friday. 
That’s  the  day  I  really  get  to  thinking 

My  Witness 


Mr.  Smith 

about  death  and  tombs.  But  it  was  not  my 
death  or  Betty’s  that  I  was  thinking 
about.  It  was  the  torture  and  death  of 
Jesus  that  I  had  been  contemplating.  My 
thoughts  had  been  moving  past 
crucifixion  and  on  to  the  bright  light  of 
the  Easter  resurrection.  At  that  moment, 

I  couldn’t  care  less  about  any  tomb.  A 
scripture  came  to  mind:  “Why  seek  you 
him  among  the  dead?  He  is  risen!  ” 

Another  scene  flashed  into  my  mind. 
Pilate  has  been  interrogating  Jesus. 
Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life.”  Pilate  asked,  “What  is  truth?” 

Sometimes  it  takes  more  than  30 
minutes  to  learn  the  truth  from  a  poor 
soul  trying  to  sell  a  tomb  to  a  United 
Methodist  preacher  who  refuses  to  lay 
down  and  die.  God  knows,  last  summer  I 
almost  bought  the  farm  as  they  say, 
except  for  a  doctor,  five  angels  called 
nurses  at  Dunlap  Hospital,  three  pints  of 
blood  and  several  pints  of  other  IV  fluids 
pumped  into  my  bleeding  body.  But  it 
really  wouldn’t  have  made  any 
difference  between  God  and  me.  I  know 
He  loves  me  and  He  knows  I  know.  I 
know  He  alone  is  the  Lord,  the  giver  of 
life  to  all  creatures.  He  loves  us  when  we 
live  and  when  we  die!  I  also  know  that 
this  old  house  called  Smith  must  one  day 
go  back  to  ashes  and  dust.  That’s  all  part 
of  His  divine  will  also. 

There  will  be  no  marker 

But  mark  my  words,  if  my  last  will  and 
testament  is  carried  out,  there  will  be  no 
marble  marker,  brass  plate,  galvanized 
casket,  watertight  vault,  or  perpetual 
flame  for  my  loved  ones  to  go  look  at  and 
decorate  annually  on  Memorial  Day.  The 
memory  of  me  is  burned  into  the  souls  of 
United  Methodist  churches  from  here  to 
Cape  Cod.  My  life,  good  and  not  so  good,  can 
be  touched  where  I  worked  played  and 
served  with  the  saints  called  United  Method¬ 
ists,  not  where  someone  buries  my  bones. 

Why,  I’m  so  foolish,  that  I  believe  that 
God  will  resurrect  even  me,  when  He’s 
good  and  ready.  Now  that’s  the  truth  as 
plainly  put  as  this  preacher  can  put  it.  So 
why  can’t  sellers  of  graves  and  tombs 
leave  me  and  my  congregation  alone? 
When  it’s  time,  we  will  go  underground 

—  but  not  one  second  before  it’s  time.  For 
now,  I  choose  to  live.  After  all,  it’s  Easter 

—  and  that  means  life  now  and  life 
forever.  Praise  be  to  God,  the  God  of  the 
living,  who  can  use  even  an  undertaker 
and  a  tomb  salesperson  to  awaken  faith. 

“Let  the  dead  bury  the  dead.” 

But  it  shall  not  be  so  among  the 
Christians  called  United  Methodists. 

P.S.  My  wife  insists  that  I  tell  the 
reader  that  I  do  take  death  and  dying 
seriously.  I  promote  and  recommend 
various  “Death  and  Dying  Seminars”  to 
our  congregation.  I  suggest  memorial 
gifts  to  mission  projects  or  to  the  memorial 
flower  fund  of  the  church  or  other  charities 
in  lieu  of  flowers  for  a  funeral.  I  believe 
in  making  adequate  total  and  responsible 
preparations  for  one’s  death  and  disposal 
early  in  one’s  life  cycle  when  reason  can 
prevail  over  emotion  —  and  tomb  sales¬ 
men,  alias  “counselors.” 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Richard  W. 
Smith  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  Sunbury 
UMC  in  Sunbury,  Ohio  (East  Ohio 
Conference). 


Christians  should  remember  lingering 
needs  of  our  Vietnam  war  veterans 


By  CHARLES  E.  WOLFE 

During  the  period  of  polarization  over 
the  Vietnam  war,  the  church  failed  in  one 
crucial  respect.  We  were  not  able  to 
disagree  over  an  important  issue  without 
doing  violence  to  our  sense  of  Christian 
community.  On  both  sides  of  the 
controversy,  people  were  so  convinced 
that  they  understood  God's  attitude 
towards  Vietnam  with  such  precision 
that  they  were  willing  to  judge  each 
other’s  state  of  grace  on  this  basis. 

It  is  unlikely  that  this  is  the  last  issue 
which  will  face  us  with  such  polarizing 
divisiveness.  The  conflicting  emotions 
aroused  by  the  recent  return  of  the 
American  hostages  from  Iran  provided 
us  with  another  opportunity  to  search  for 
community  in  spite  of  disagreement. 

The  national  celebration  at  the  return 
of  the  hostages  recalled  nearly-forgotten 
scenes  at  the  triumphant  return  of 
American  troops  from  World  War  II 
battlefields. 

Amidst  the  jubilation,  however,  a 
minor  discordant  key  sounded  in  the 
little  parade  staged  in  Indianapolis  by 
some  Vietnam  veterans.  It  was  a  parade 
to  which  no  one  came,  and  therefore  it 
serves  as  a  fitting  symbol  of  the 
alienation  from  American  society  felt  — 
upon  their  return  and  now  —  by  many  of 
these  Vietnam  veterans.  For  some  of  us, 
that  has  been  extremely  significant 
because  it  has  allowed  a  complex  web  of 
emotions  to  surface  and  perhaps  be 
understood. 

As  I  watched  the  television  coverage  of 
the  celebration  over  the  return  of  the 
hostages,  I  felt  the  tug  of  negative  inner 
feelings  in  an  alarming  way.  When 
everyone  else  is  on  an  emotional  and 
patriotic  “high,”  such  feelings  create  a 
sense  of  isolation  in  me  which  I  find 
painful.  One  cannot  even  admit  to  such  a 
reaction,  because  no  one  else  can,  or  will, 
understand.  There  must  be  something 
terribly  wrong  with  you,  or  you  would  not 
feel  this  way.  I  felt  a  sense  of  relief  upon 
seeing  some  Vietnam  veterans  on  the 
television  screen  willing  and  able  to 
express  my  own  feelings.  1  realized  that  I 


am  not  beyond  the  pale  of  the  “normal” 
after  all,  if  so  many  others  shared  the 
same  type  of  conflicting  emotions.  Now, 
at  last,  I  feel  I  may  speak  of  it.  And  then 
the  possibility  of  healing  will  have  been 
created. 

Vietnam  veterans  cannot  be  subsumed 
under  a  single  category,  for  they  range 
from  the  extreme  of  alienation  —  which 
has  now  been  identified  as  the  “Vietnam 
Syndrome”  —  to  those  who  have  been 
completely  reintegrated  into  society  with 
minimal  effects.  Most  of  us  fall 
somewhere  in  between  these  extremes. 
We  are  probably  equally  alienated  from 
the  “super  patriot”  and  from  the  “total 
pacifist.”  I  was  fortunate  in  that  I  was 
already  a  clergyman  before  serving  in 
Vietnam,  and  was  able  to  resume  a 
pastoral  role  in  civilian  life  upon  my 
return.  Many  others  were  not  fortunate 
enough  to  have  had  such  stabilizing 
forces  to  help  them  cope. 

We  don’t  really  know  what  we  want 
and  therefore  there  is  nothing  specific 
that  the  church  can  do  for  us.  We  don’t 
need  sympathy  or  parades.  We  also  do 
not  need  comparisons  with  the  way  in 
which  World  War  II  veterans  adjusted, 


for  the  social  situations  are  too  different 
for  comparisons  to  be  meaningful. 

What  we  do  need  is  to  experience  a 
sense  of  community.  We  don’t 
understand  ourselves,  and  therefore  we 
don’t  expect  the  church  to  understand  us. 
What  we  need  are  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  who  will  allow  us  to  be  moody 
when  we  have  to  be  moody,  and  then  will 
go  on  with  us  again. 

What  we  need  is  the  assurance  that  our 
membership  in  the  body  of  Christ  is  truly 
more  significant  and  deeper  than  even  pas¬ 
sionate  disagreement  over  burning  issues. 

For  me,  the  final  healing  has  begun 
with  my  ability  to  risk  sharing  these 
feelings  with  the  church  through  this 
forum.  It  is  my  hope  that  this 
“testimony,”  if  such  it  be,  may 
encourage  others  to  take  a  step  towards 
communion  in  Christ. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Wolfe,  is  pastor  of  Shiloh  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Hampstead, 
Maryland  (Baltimore  Conference). 


In  Iht  1980  Episcopal  addraaa 
wt  call  'upon  our  church  to  launch 
a  groat  naw  atudy  ol  and  cmphaala 
upon  the  Holy  Blbl*  '  In  Implementing 
thla  atudy  we  recommend  that  adulta 
uae  theae  new  reaourcea  prepared  by  the 
ataff  of  the  Board  of  Dlaclpleahlp 
— Books  of  the  Bible:  A  Survey  oj 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  (and  thel 
Genes! a  io  Revelation  Series  " 

—Council  of  Blahopa.  The  United  Methodlal  Church 

Gxrkesburu 

D  OfiO  I 


Council  of  Bishops 
Calls  United  Methodists 
to  Bible  Study 


Books  of  the  Bible:  A  Survey 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

A  basic  Bible  overview  that 
acquaints  students  with  each  book. 

Genesis  to  Revelation  Series. 

A  6-year  in-depth  study  of  the 
Bible  from  start  to  finish. 

Order  the  Adult  Sampler  to  see 
these  and  other  adult  resources. 


ORDER  rnou  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  ARE 4. 

’  Si  P  O  Bo.  »»  5th  S  Sum  P  O  Bo> 
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Prayers  pour  in 


for  President 


At  approximately  2:35  p.m.  (CST)  on 
March  30,  telephones  at  The  Upper 
Room’s  Living  Prayer  Center  began 
ringing.  Having  heard  the  news  that 
President  Ronald  Reagan  had  indeed 
been  shot,  callers  were  requesting 
prayer  for  the  President  and  the  three 
other  wounded  men. 

According  to  Evelyn  McKee, 
coordinator  of  the  four-year-old  Living 
Prayer  Center,  volunteers  were  kept 
busy  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon 
answering  prayer  calls  for  the  four 
victims. 


center,  counseling  center  or  social 
service  center.  “We  pray  with  you  and 
get  others  to  pray  with  you.” 

“We  don’t  spend  much  time 
rationalizing  prayer,”  Morris  says.  One 
thing  all  callers  already  have  in  common 
is  an  awareness  of  prayer.  Some  turn 
immediately  to  prayer;  others  turn  as  a 
last  resort,  “but  a  person  who  says  he  or 
she  has  never  prayed  before  is  in  the 
prayer  process  as  soon  as  he  or  she  looks 
up  that  telephone  number." 

When  a  call  comes  in,  a  volunteer  talks 
with  the  caller  and  usually  prays  with 
her  or  him.  The  volunteer  takes  down  as 
much  information  as  the  caller  wishes  to 
give.  With  the  caller’s  permission,  the 
prayer  request  then  goes  out  to  a 
minimum  of  three  Covenant  Prayer 
Groups.  All  Covenant  Prayer  Groups 
meet  at  least  monthly  and  call  in  on  a 
regular  basis  to  receive  prayer  requests. 
After  being  assigned  to  covenant  groups, 
the  prayer  request  is  taken  to  The  Upper 
Room  Chapel,  where  it  is  placed  on  a 
table  for  seven  days.  Visitors  to  the 
chapel  are  invited  to  pick  up  one  or 
more  prayer  requests  and  take  them  to 
the  Alone  With  God  Chapel,  a  small  side 
chapel,  to  engage  in  intercessory  prayer 
for  the  caller. 

The  story  of  the  Living  Prayer  Center 
does  not  stop  with  prayer  requests.  The 
volunteers  —  some  135  of  them  from 
eight  denominations  —  feel  the  Center 
has  added  a  meaningful  dimension  to 
their  lives.  Freda  Fowlkes,  a  volunteer 


A  visitor  to  The  Upper  Room  Chapel  prays  in 
front  of  the  world-famous  wood  carving  by 
Ernest  Pellegrini  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci’s  Loti 

Supper. 

The  Living  Prayer  Center  links 
people  who  have  a  need  for  inter¬ 
cessory  prayer  and  Covenant 
Prayer  Groups,  some  535  of  them 
involving  about  7,000  people,  standing 
ready  to  pray  on  behalf  of  those  persons 
with  needs. 

Staffed  by  volunteers  from  7  a.m.  to 
11  p.m.  seven  days  a  week  (the  remaining 
seven  hours  are  on  code-a-phone),  the 
Living  Prayer  Center  operates  with  seven 
incoming  lines:  two  toll-free  lines 
(funded  by  United  Methodist  Men  at  an 
annual  cost  of  $25,000)  and  three  toll  lines 

—  all  five  for  persons  requesting  prayer 

—  and  two  toll-free  lines  for  covenant 
groups  to  call  in  to  receive  prayer 
requests.  The  Center  is  now  responding 
to  3,000  to  4,000  prayer  requests  per 
month.  Although  it  is  difficult  to  classify 
all  prayer  requests,  the  staff  has 
attempted  to  place  each  into  one  of  13 
broad  categories:  alcohol  and  drugs, 
comfort/death  in  family,  financial,  guid¬ 
ance/strength,  healing  —  others,  healing 

—  self,  marital/family  relationships, 
meetings,  mental  problems,  salvation, 
spiritual  development,  surgery,  and 
general.  If  December  1980  can  be  taken 
as  a  typical  month,  by  far  the  greatest 
number  of  calls  request  another’s 
healing;  that  category  is  followed  by  re¬ 
quests  concerning  marital/family  rela¬ 
tionships,  guidance/strength,  healing  of 
self,  and  financial  problems. 

Danny  E.  Morris,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Developing  Ministries, 
says  the  Prayer  Center  is  not  a  crisis 


Living  Prayer  Center  volunteers  answer  prayer  requests  for  President  Reagan  and  the 
three  other  men  wounded  by  assassin  s  gunfire.  PHOTOS  BY  DEAN  D.  DIXON 


Unique  magazines 


Che  Upper  Room 

Special  Section 

Compiled  and  written  by  Janet  R.  McNish 
Photographs  by  Dean  D.  Dixon 
Coordinated  by  Stephen  J.  Robertson 


‘alive  now!  ’ 
vivid,  intense 

Poetry,  color,  a  sense  of  hope  and 
being  alive,  that  brief  but  intense 
devotional  moment.  These  phrases 
describe  “alive  now!”  —  an  award¬ 
winning  Upper  Room  devotional 
magazine  geared  to  young  adults  but 
enjoyed  by  persons  from  13  to  95. 

“alive  now!”  is  especially  created  to 
invite  the  reader  to  personal  reflection 
and  concrete  action.  It  is  for  the  person 
who  is  struggling  to  be  alive  to  the  God 
who  is  living  and  active  ...  for  those  who 
want  to  work  out  their  faith  in  the  con¬ 
temporary  scene. 

Each  issue  of  the  64-page  magazine  is 
built  around  a  theme  or  themes;  recent 
ones  have  included  “Centering/Quiet¬ 
ness/Passages, ’’  "Freedom,”  “Leav¬ 
ing,”  “Forgiveness,”  and  the  present 
Lenten  theme,  “Questions  Jesus  Asked.” 
According  to  Editor  Mary  Ruth  Coffman, 
the  Nov. /Dec.  issue  on  “Stigma” 
received  more  response  than  any  issue  in 
the  recent  history  of  the  ten-year-old 
magazine. 

Hopefulness  characterizes  the 
magazine,  which  has  75,000  readers. 
Editor  Coffman  says  that  although 
writers  are  urged  to  deal  honestly  and 
frankly  with  problems  —  theirs,  the 
church’s,  the  world’s  —  they  are  urged  to 
do  so  without  self-pity,  bitterness,  or 
pessimism. 


Another  visitor  prays  in  the  small  side 
chapel,  the  Alone  With  God  Chapel.  Above  the 
altar  is  a  reproduction  of  the  cherubs  from  the 
Sistine  Madonna  by  Raphael. 

for  a  year,  terms  her  work  there  “the 
most  rewarding  thing  I’ve  ever  done” 
and  says  it  has  caused  her  to  grow  as  a 
Christian.  “You  don’t  realize  how  the 
Lord  can  work  through  you.  All  of  a 
sudden  you’re  praying  using  words  you 
know  aren’t  yours.” 

Wade  Dickens,  a  volunteer  for  only 
three  months,  says,  “I’ve  been  active  in 
the  church  a  long,  long  time,  but  I’ve 
never  done  anything  more  satisfying.  It 
leaves  you  humble.” 

Telephone  numbers  for  The  Living 
Prayer  Center  are:  toll-free  —  1-800-251- 
2468,  and  toll  -  1-615-327-HOPE  (4673)  ; 
in  Tennessee  call  collect. 

Vraye/-0 

4% 

or  Toll  Free  1-<800)-251  2468 


“ The  magazine  ...  is  meant  for  that 
brief,  intense  devotional  moment 


Although  the  magazine  is  geared 
primarily  to  young  adults,  it  appeals  to 
many  ages.  As  an  example,  Coffman 
cited  the  issue  on  “Leaving,”  which 
deals  with  the  subject  at  three  levels  of 
experience  that  would  likely  speak  to 
persons  of  varying  ages:  leaving  home, 
the  break  up  of  relationships,  and  death. 
Likewise,  theological  themes  are  dealt 
with  on  levels  which  persons  at  various 
stages  of  theological  development  can 
understand. 

The  magazine,  Coffman  points  out, 
was  never  designed  to  be  a  total 
expression  of  a  person’s  devotional  life 
and  by  no  means  should  be.  It  is  meant 
for  that  “brief,  intense  devotional 
moment.” 

With  its  dramatic  layout,  somewhat 
akin  to  “Arizona  Highways”  or 
“Sunset,”  “alive  now!”  makes  a  good 
Christmas,  birthday,  or  “get-well”  gift. 

“alive  now!”  uses  free-lance  writers 
and  photographers  and  invites  anyone 
interested  in  contributing  to  request  a 
writer’s  guide.  Write  Mary  Ruth 
Coffman,  1908  Grand  Ave.,  Nashville,  TN 
37202. 


Children ’s  arrives 
this  fall 

Children  can  and  should  begin  their 
own  journey  of  inward  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment.  Because  The  Upper  Room  believes 
that,  a  new  children’s  monthly 
devotional  magazine  is  soon  to  join  “The 
Upper  Room”  and  “alive  now !  ” 

As  yet  unnamed,  the  magazine, 
scheduled  to  appear  this  fall,  will  be 
geared  to  children  between  the  areas  of 
six  and  twelve.  Designed  to  cultivate  and 
nurture  the  devotional  life  of  children,  it 
will  emphasize  prayer,  the  devotional 
use  of  scripture,  personal  spiritual 
growth  and  concrete  ways  to  express 
faith.  The  content  will  appear  in  the  form 
of  stories,  activities,  illustrations  of 
scripture,  and  work  pages. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Judith  E.  Smith, 
who  was  recently  named  the  publi¬ 
cation’s  editor,  demand  from  parents  has 
been  great  to  fill  this  void  in  devotional 
publishing. 

Beginning  at  about  the  age  of  eight, 
children  can  begin  to  grasp  certain 
concepts  and  do  in  fact  apply  them  to 
their  lives  whether  or  not  anyone  or 
anything  attempts  to  channel  their 
understanding.  According  to  Smith,  the 
magazine  will  attempt  to  put  these 
developing  concepts  in  a  Christian 
perspective  on  a  level  a  child  can  under¬ 
stand  and  apply  to  his/her  life. 

The  magazine,  projected  to  be  32 
pages,  will  be  designed  for  children  to 
use  on  their  own,  although  the  publishers 
hope  it  will  provoke  dialogue  among  all 
members  of  the  family.  Unlike  “The 
Upper  Room,”  the  children’s  magazine 
will  not  have  a  daily  format,  but  each 
issue  will  have  several  themes  the  child 
may  use  in  a  variety  of  ways. 


“ Children  .  .  .  trill  even  help  decide  on 
the  logo  and  title.*' 


Children  are  to  be  involved  in  the 
ongoing  process  of  the  publication.  They 
will  even  help  decide  on  the  logo  and  title. 
Later,  each  issue  will  feature  writings 
and  drawings  from  children  and  will 
provide  a  means  of  linking  children  with 
each  other.  “Hopefully,  we  will  be  able  to 
create  a  community  of  children,"  Smith 
said. 

Bulk  delivery  of  the  new  magazine  will 
be  offered,  but  much  more  emphasis  will 
be  put  on  individual  subscriptions,  both 
because  children  need  the  continuity  and 
because  they  love  to  get  something  in  the 
mail. 

Smith  has  established  regular  contacts 
with  children  in  local  churches  in  order 
to  get  their  ongoing  response.  The  f;^st 
issue  will  carry  some  sort  of  opportunity 
for  feedback.  Distribution  plans  for  that 
first  issue  are  now  being  formulated. 


This  Lenten  display  of  Ukranian  Easter  eggs  is  the  work  of  Cheryl 
Christenson  of  Westport,  Tenn.  Her  grandmother,  a  Lithuanian 
immigrant,  taught  Christenson  the  art  of  decorating  eggs  with  Christian 
symbols.  The  museum  is  attempting  to  add  meaningful  seasonal 
displays,  according  to  Dale  Bilbrey,  Museum-Library  coordinator. 


PAGE  4-T 


THE  UPPER  ROOM  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  Upper  Room  museum  contains  more  than  850  items  from  all  over  the  world.  Above  is  a  bishop's  chair  from  a 
monastery  near  Paris,  The  Chained  Bible  on  the  chair  is  a  1796  German  edition.  To  the  right  is  a  Family  Bible  Chair.  A 
Bible  is  visible  inside  its  lift-up  seat.  The  purpose  of  the  museum  is  to  symbolize  an  international  and  interdenominational 
fellowship  through  items  from  countries  where  "The  Upper  Room”  is  read.  In  addition  to  the  museum.  The  Upper  Room 
houses  a  devotional  library  containing  over  7,000  volumes,  both  old  and  modern.  photos  by  DEAN'  D.  DIXON 


These  two  unique  music  stands  are  pictured  in  the  choirloft  of  The 
Upper  Room  Chapel.  The  one  on  the  left  is  an  antique  two-sided  English 
stand,  circa  1790.  On  the  right  is  an  1814  paper  mache  music  stand  in 
Oriental  style. 
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Each  ‘Upper  Room’  page 
gets  careful  going  over 


New  3-year  subscriptions 

provide  savings 

on  all  devotional  guides 

The  Upper  Room  has  extended  its 
popular  three-year  individual 
subscription  offer  to  its  entire  bimonthly 
offering.  Customers  are  able  to  save  15  to 
22  percent  off  the  total  price  of  one-year 
subscriptions  for  three  years. 

You  may  order  the  items  of  your  choice 
below.  If  your  order  totals  $5  or  more, 
you  may  charge  the  order.  List  names 
and  addresses  for  gift  subscriptions  and 
other  remarks  on  a  separate  sheet. 

Standing  bulk  orders,  10  or  more 
copies  to  the  same  address,  qualify  for 
special  low  rates. 


It  may  be  safe  to  say  that  more  time  is 
spent  per  page  on  the  little  “Upper 
Room”  daily  devotional  guide  than  on 
any  other  periodical.  That  is  partly 
because  coming  up  with  60  or  so  daily 
meditations  which  can  be  translated  into 
40  other  languages  presents  some 
unusual  problems. 

For  example,  according  to  Mary  Lou 
Redding,  managing  editor,  20  to  30 
percent  of  each  issue  of  "The  Upper 
Room”  is  written  by  authors  from 
outside  the  United  States.  Examples 
from  other  cultures,  such  as  from  their 
legends,  may  be  so  far  removed  from 
Western  culture  that  they  are  difficult  to 
use.  Some  articles  are  so  American  that 
they  have  no  meaning  for  Christians  who 
might  read  one  or  more  of  those  40  other- 
language  editions.  Finding  our  common 
ground  is  sometimes  difficult. 

The  process  for  each  issue  of  “The 
Upper  Room"  begins  a  year  in  advance 
of  its  publication.  About  3,000 
meditations  per  year  come  to  “The 
Upper  Room”  editors,  the  majority  from 
laypersons  who  are  not  professional 
writers;  they  simply  want  to  share  their 
faith.  Editorial  associate  Tom  Page 
reads  every  single  meditation.  For  one 
bimonthly  issue  he  passes  along  125  to  150 
meditations  to  World  Editor  Maxie 
Dunnam,  who  then  chooses  about  75 
meditations.  These  then  go  to  various 


“ Coming  up  with  60  or  no  daily  medi¬ 
tations  which  can  he  translated  into  40 
other  languages  presents  some  unusual 
problems. " 

editors  to  verify  scripture  references  and 
all  factual  information  —  for  example, 
dates,  historical  occurrences,  newspaper 
stories  and  the  existence  and  spelling  of 
geographic  locations.  This  last  one  is 
often  difficult,  Redding  says,  because 
place  names  are  often  simply  trans¬ 
literated  from  other  languages;  their 
correct  spelling  could  be  one  of  a  dozen 
ways. 

Although  the  editors  do  make  some 
attempt  to  polish  the  prose,  their  basic 


guideline  is  to  change  it  the  absolute 
minimum  to  make  it  clear  for  trans¬ 
lation.  That  means  slang  and  regional 
language  are  out.  Also  out  are 
meditations  based  heavily  on  poetry  or 
hymns,  since  their  meanings  often 
cannot  be  adequately  conveyed  in 
another  language. 

Next  comes  the  copy  session  —  four 
mornings  during  which  six  to  eight 
editors  go  over  each  meditation  with  that 
proverbial  fine-tooth  comb.  One  person 
reads  for  translation  problems;  another 
for  sexist,  ageist,  and  racist  language; 
another  to  make  certain  the  original 
intent  of  the  author  has  not  been  violated. 
Yet  another  editor  reads  to  make  certain 
there  is  no  duplication  of  texts  or 
suggested  readings  while  another  reads 
to  make  sure  the  intercession  categories 
within  an  issue  have  not  been  duplicated. 

“Next  comes  the  copy  session  — 
four  mornings  during  which  six  to 
eight  editors  go  over  each  meditation 
with  that  proverbial  fine-tooth  comb." 

The  editors  then  talk  about  every 
meditation,  suggesting  changes,  pointing 
out  possible  theological  problems.  “We 
try  to  be  prophetic,  to  address  real-life 
issues  in  the  light  of  the  Bible,”  Redding 
says.  “We’re  tolerant  of  a  lot  of  views. 
The  magazine  is  not  a  theological 
treatise.  It  is  many  different  people 
talking  about  their  personal  experiences 
of  God’s  grace  and  power.” 

Once  the  editorial  process  has  been 
finished,  the  U.S.  English  and  Large- 
print  editions  and  the  U.S.  Spanish  and 
Spanish  Large-print  editions  are  printed 
in  Nashville.  The  remaining  49  editions 
go  to  be  translated  and  printed  in  various 
parts  of  the  world. 

Editors  are  now  choosing  covers  for 
the  1983  Upper  Rooms.  According  to 
Redding,  “The  Upper  Room"  is  trying  to 
use  more  mediums  than  the  traditional 
oil.  Covers  featuring  sculpture, 
triptychs,  water  color,  and  stained  glass 
have  been  or  are  being  scheduled;  and  a 
concerted  effort  to  include  ethnic  art  is 
under  way. 
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Please  send  the  following  subscriptions : 

□  _  subscription! s)  to  The  Upper  Room,  regular  edition. 

□  3-YRS.,  18  issues.  $7.00  (SAVE  $2)  □  1-YR,  6  issues.  $3.00 

□  _  subscription! s)  to  The  Upper  Room,  large-print  edition 

□  3-YRS.  18  issues,  $11.50  (SAVE  $2)  □  l-YR,  6  issues,  $4.50 

□  _  subscription! s)  to  alive  now!  contemporary  devotional 

□  3-YRS,  18  issues.  $12.00  (SAVE  $2)  □  l-YR.  6  issues,  $5 

□  _  subscription! s)  to  El  Aposento  Alto  (The  Upper  Room  in  Spanish) 

□  3-YRS.  18  issues,  $7.00  (SAVE  $2)  □  l-YR.  6  issues.  $3.00 

□  _  subscription!  s)  to  El  Aposento  Alto,  large-print  Spanish 

□  3-YRS.  18  issues  $11.50  (SAVE$2)  □  l-YR,  6  issues,  $4.50 

□  _  subscription  (s)  to  The  Upper  Room  Cassette  edition  (2  tapes  each  issue) 

□  3-YRS.  18  issues  $49.00  SAVE  $14  □  l-YR.  6  issues  $21.00 

□  PLEASE  BILL  ME  LATER  □  PAYMENT  ENCLOSED  TOTAL  ORDER! _ 

( I  ha ve  ordered  $5  or  more) 

NAME _ _ — - 

ADDRESS - - - - 

City  _ _ _ _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

The  Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Ave..  Nashville.  TN  37202 


'Hhr  f: 


APRIL  17.  1981 


S  ^ 


THE  UPPER  ROOM  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  Upper  Room  is  more  than.., 


Chances  are,  when  the  average  person 
hears  the  words  “The  Upper  Room,”  he 
or  she  thinks  of  the  small  daily 
devotional  magazine  usually  found  in  the 
narthex,  or  some  other  prominent  spot, 
in  a  local  church.  Or  —  if  that  person  has 
visited  Nashville,  he  or  she  may  think 
of  the  chapel  with  its  world-famous 
wood-carving  of  The  Last  Supper. 

The  Upper  Room  is  a  magazine  —  one 
with  a  circulation  of  2,500,000  in  40  lan¬ 
guages  and  53  editions  and  readership  of 
8  million  —  and  it  is  a  chapel  and  museum 
visited  annually  by  200,000.  But  it  is  much 
more.  It  is  a  way  of  life,  or,  as  described  in 
a  recent  issue  of  “Publishers  Weekly,”  it 
is  "prayer  raised  to  a  lifestyle."  Through 
a  variety  of  resources  and  programs  The 
Upper  Room  interprets  and  com¬ 
municates  the  dynamics  of  a  biblical  and 
theological  basis  for  devotional  life.  The 
focus  of  The  Upper  Room  is  on  the  prayer 
experience  —  an  experience  which 
includes  devotional  reading,  social 
action  on  behalf  of  justice,  and  corporate 
worship. 

The  Upper  Room  is:  — 

—“alive  now!"  a  devotional  magazine 
heavily  dependent  on  color,  poetry,  and 
photography  to  share  the  message  of  a 
life  open  to  God  in  all  its  aspects. 

—devotional  books,  some  20  per  year, 
designed  to  help  individuals  and  families 
in  their  spiritual  formation. 


—a  service  agency  ministering  to 
thousands  in  the  armed  forces,  in 
hospitals,  and  in  prisons  by  supplying 
free  copies  of  the  devotional  guide. 

—a  prayer  ministry  developing  a 
nationwide  fellowship  of  intercessory 
prayer  groups  and  providing  the  Living 
Prayer  Center,  which  receives  requests 
from  thousands  of  individuals  wanting 
intercessory  prayer  for  specific  needs. 
Two  toll-free  lines  (1-800-251-2468)  are 
provided  by  United  Methodist  Men.  Two 
toll  lines  (1-615-327-HOPE)  are  also  open 
to  prayer  requests. 

—the  Weekend  Adventure  of  Living 
Prayer,  a  local  church  intergenerational 
prayer  retreat  experience  especially 
designed  for  persons  interested  in 
beginning  a  spiritual  pilgrimage. 

—a  Cursillo,  a  dynamic  weekend 


model  for  spiritual  renewal  adapted 
from  the  Spanish  Cursillo  de 
Christiandad.  meaning  “short  course  in 
Christianity." 

—“The  Hidden  Resource,"  a  set  of  four 
16mm  color  films  featuring  World  Editor 
Maxie  Dunnam  interviewing  noted 
individuals  on  their  personal  prayer 
experiences. 

—a  new  children’s  magazine,  as  yet 
untitled,  specifically  designed  for  the 
enrichment  of  the  devotional  lives  of 
children. 

—the  Marriage  Enrichment  Program, 
now  under  the  auspices  of  another 
section  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  but 
soon  to  be  transferred  to  The  Upper 
Room. 

—a  radio  ministry  providing  radio 
stations  with  quality  nonpromotional 
devotional  material  free  of  charge. 


—the  Living  Reminder  Retreat,  a  two- 
day  retreat  with  the  purpose  of  looking  at 
the  relationship  between  one’s  devotional 
life  and  his/her  life  of  service  in  the 
name  of  the  gospel. 

—Life  Space  for  Living,  a  local  church 
emphasis  on  the  devotional  lifestyle 
created  for  churches  of  all 
denominations. 

—the  annual  Prayer  and  Bible 
Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska,  the 
rallying  point  for  Covenant  Prayer 
Groups. 

Together,  all  of  these  form  an 
interdenominational,  interracial  fellow¬ 
ship  that  finds  itself  at  the  heart  of 
human  hurts,  struggles,  and  needs.  The 
ultimate  goal  of  The  Upper  Room  is  to 
enable  persons  to  be  motivated  and 
controlled  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 


Cbe  Upper  Room 

*  *  PRAYER  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE 


Editor  sees  new  awakening 


m 


Without  a  doubt,  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
a  religious  revival  today.  That’s  what 
Maxie  Dunnam,  world  editor  of  The 
Upper  Room,  is  finding  in  his  contacts 
with  people  worldwide. 

“At  the  heart  of  this  religious  stirring 
is  the  longing,  the  hunger,  the  thirst  of 
people  for  reality  in  the  spiritual 
dimension."  People  are  more  open  and 
earnest  in  the  questions  they  are  asking. 

Dunnam  views  the  drug  culture  of  the 
60s,  the  development  of  humanistic 


psychology,  the  Jesus  movement, 
Vatican  II,  the  Charismatic  movement  — 
all  as  witnesses  that  people  want  to  get  in 
touch  with  the  Spirit  ;  all  are  a  search  for 
something. 

“What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  person  of 
the  spirit  in  today’s  world?"  “How  does 
one  discover  and  maintain  a  vital  life  of 
prayer?’’  “What  does  modern 
spirituality  consist  of,  look  like?”  “How 
do  we  recover  a  vital,  relevant  piety?  ’  ’ 

The  Upper  Room’s  ministry  provides 


Pages  on  a  park  bench... 

...one  man’s  ministry 


Dear  Dr.  Dunnam: 

Please  permit  me  to  tell  you 
about  an  interesting  use  of  “The 
Upper  Room”  devotional  booklets: 

When  I  pastored  the  Methodist 
church  in  die  little  town  of  Shiner, 
Texas,  I  made  friends  with  an  old 
man  who  was  a  hobo,  who  slept 
under  a  bridge  near  the  church 
whenever  he  would  come  through 
town,  which  was  usually  once  or 
twice  a  year.  He  and  I  visited 
sometimes  in  my  study  at  the 
church,  sometimes  over  a  meal  at 
the  parsonage,  and  sometimes  at 
his  "hotel”  under  the  bridge.  In  a 
small  bag  he  carried  all  his  belong¬ 
ings:  a  change  of  clothes,  a  pan 
without  a  handle,  a  spoon,  pocket- 
knife,  a  pair  of  pliers,  a  few  old 
newspapers,  a  copy  of  “U.S.  News 
and  World  Report,”  and  a  few 
copies  of  "The  Upper  Room ." 

He  never  asked  for  a  handout, 
even  a  meal.  The  only  thing  he 
ever  asked  for  was  the  latest  issue 
of  “The  Upper  Room.”  He  not  only 
read  them  himself,  but  he  would 
tear  out  pages  and  leave  them  for 
others  to  find,  under  a  bridge,  or  in 
a  culvert,  or  on  a  park  bench.  He 
would  place  a  rock  on  top  of  the 
pages  with  the  idea  that  the 
persons  seeing  it  would  feel  that  it 
must  be  important  if  somebody  put 
a  rock  on  it. 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  alive 


was  during  the  Watergate  scandal, 
and  it  and  inflation  were  our  topics 
of  conversation.  He  was  concerned 
for  our  country  and  the  people  of 
the  whole  world.  He  said  that  in  his 
style  of  life  (which  he  called  “the 
solitary  life”)  he  had  found  com¬ 
munion  with  God,  and  he  spoke 
lovingly  of  Jesus,  whom  he  called 
“the  Master.”  He  wanted  me  to 
pray  for  him,  that  God  would 
always  help  him  to  say  and  do  the 
right  thing. 

He  was  hit  by  a  car,  refused 
medical  attention,  and  somehow 
made  it  12  miles  to  the  bridge, 
where  the  next  day  workmen  found 
him  and  took  him  to  the  Shiner 
Hospital,  where  he  died.  The 
Catholic  Church  allowed  him  to  be 
buried  just  inside  the  gate  of  its 
cemetery.  The  local  funeral  home 
donated  its  services  and  a  casket. 
A  simple  graveside  service  was 
held  by  the  priest  and  myself, 
accompanied  by  the  justice  of  the 
peace  and  the  funeral  director.  We 
all  felt  that  God  had  come  to  us  in 
the  life  and  death  of  this  old  hobo 
whose  name  is  all  we  knew,  Robert 
O.  Downs. 

Sincerely, 

Travis  Rider 
Body  of  Christ 
Ministries,  Inc. 
Canyon  Lake,  TX 


resources  to  help  people  answer  those 
questions. 

Dunnam  asserts  that  the  biblical 
message  of  justification  by  faith  is 
essential,  but  too  many  Christians  stop 
short  of  living  with  the  indwelling  Christ 
—  “that  dynamic  process  of  receiving 
through  faith  and  appropriating  through 
commitment,  discipline,  and  action  the 
living  Christ  into  our  lives  to  the  end  that 
our  lives  will  conform  to  and  reflect  the 
living  Christ  to  the  world." 

Prayer,  according  to  Dunnam,  is 
recognizing  and  giving  expression  to  the 
indwelling  Christ  —  and  is  the  premise 
upon  which  The  Upper  Room  ministry  is 
based. 

“I’m  concerned  about  the  whole 
church’s  recovering  a  vision  of  reality 
that  is  explosive  in  power  and  could 
transform  us  into  dynamic  people  who 
would  be  witnessing  ...  out  of  a  quality, 
and  style,  and  power  of  life  that  would 
attract  the  fainthearted  and  the  millions 
who  want  to  believe  but  see  no 
convincing  evidence. 

“ A  * perversion  of  the  gospel'  "... 
those  forms  of  traditional  piety  which 
aim  only  to  save  an  individual's  soul." 

“The  highest  agenda  item  for  the 
church  today  should  be  spiritual 
formation,"  Dunnam  asserts.  “We  at 
The  Upper  Room  have  a  strong  commit¬ 
ment  to  and  passion  about  congregations 
becoming  communities  of  prayer.”  A 
vital  emphasis  on  prayer  and  spiritual 
formation  must  take  place  in  small 
groups  of  people  who  are  spreading  the 
gospel  message.  “Then  the  church  will 
become  a  place  of  hospitality  where  a 
person  searching  for  the  Spirit  can  find 
it. 

“The  Scripture  is  pretty  clear," 
Dunnam  says.  “We  are  called  to 
participate  in  God’s  activity  in  history. 
Spirituality  and  Christian  piety  are 
expressions  of  this  involvement  and  the 
means  whereby  we  stay  rooted  in  God’s 
will.” 

Dunnam  points  out  that  piety  must  be 
understood  in  its  broadest  sense.  “Two 
pitfalls  to  be  avoided  are  private  piety 
and  social  action  devoid  of  rootage  in 
Christian  community  and  authentic 
Christian  spirituality.”  He  calls  a 
“perversion  of  the  gospel”  those  forms  of 
traditional  piety  which  aim  only  to  save 


Maxie  Dunnam 
Upper  Room  World  Editor 

an  individual’s  soul.  “Piety  and 
devotional  life  are  personal,  but  not 
private.  We  are  spiritually  formed  in 
Christ  to  express  Christ  to  the  world  .  .  . 
God  calls  us  to  live  in  the  world  as 
redemptive  agents.  His  creation  is  good 
but  has  been  perverted  and  needs  to  be 
redeemed.” 

The  church,  however,  in  attempting  to 
minister  to  the  world  often  forgets  to 
balance  its  social  activities  with 
individual  lives  of  inner  spirituality. 
Dunnam  feels  the  church’s  prophetic 
witness  of  the  1960s  was  often  rooted  in 
secular  understanding  of  the  issues  and 
offered  only  secular  solutions. 

In  his  1979  Denman  Lecture,  Dunnam 
referred  to  two  phrases  from  Morris  L. 
West’s  “The  Devil’s  Advocate":  that  we 
have  lost  the  awe  of  the  mysteries  of  the 
faith  and  that  we,  the  church,  operate  by 
canon,  not  charity.  Dunnam’s  solution  to 
this  predicament  is  that  we  pray,  we  seek 
to  recognize  and  express  the  indwelling 
Christ  —  “Then  we  don’t  have  to 
manipulate  or  coerce;  we  simply  have  to 
share.” 

“I  cannot  recall  any  time  in  my  life  and 
ministry  when  the  openness  to  that  kind 
of  sharing  is  more  apparent  than  today 

...  We  are  witnessing  what  I  believe  is 
the  beginning  of  a  great  God  movement 
which  is  not  a  matter  of  talking  glibly, 
but  living  powerfully  —  and  which  could 
be,  as  Albert  Outler  has  described  it,  the 
third  great  awakening."  We  share, 
Dunnam  says,  and  “whether  it’s 
effective  or  not  is  a  matter  of  grace, 
God’s  grace,  and  that’s  mystery.” 
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“ There  is  a  mystique  about  ‘The  Upper  Room 


People  sharing  their  faith 


El  Alposento  Alto,  Saat  Teduh,  No 
Cenacula,  Dag,  Kasama  Ni  Jesus,  La 
Chambre  Haute.  Unfamiliar  terms? 
Perhaps.  But  they  all  refer  to  something 
quite  familiar.  They  are  the  names  of 
some  of  the  more  than  40  other-language 
editions  of  the  interdenominational  daily 
devotional  guide  “The  Upper  Room.’’ 

And  familiar  “The  Upper  Room”  is.  In 
devotional  literature,  “The  Upper 
Room”  is  like  Coke  to  the  soft  drink 
industry,  according  to  “Publishers 
Weekly,”  an  authoritative  magazine  for 
the  book  trade. 

“The  Upper  Room”  story  is  something 
of  a  20th-century  miracle.  From  the  plea 
in  1934  of  a  group  of  women  in  Travis 
Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  in  San  Antonio  for  a  guide  to 
family  devotions  which  would  aid  in  a 
revival  of  family  devotional  life,  “The 
Upper  Room”  has  grown  to  53  editions 
with  a  circulation  of  2,500,000  and  a 
readership  of  8  million  in  120  countries. 

That  first  edition  (April  1935;  100,000 
copies  printed),  edited  by  Grover 
Carleton  Emmons,  was  similar  to 
today’s  editions.  It  contained  a  one-page 
daily  meditation  which  included  a  Bible 
reading,  a  brief  inspirational  message,  a 
prayer,  and  a  thought  for  the  day.  A 
different  person  wrote  each  meditation. 

Today’s  “Upper  Room”  includes  that 
same  one-page  daily  format  submitted 
by  readers  who  want  to  share  their  faith. 
To  those  elements  has  been  added  an 
“intercession”  at  the  end  of  the 
meditation  which  links  the  prayer  focus 
with  the  meditation.  For  example,  the 
intercession  for  April  18  is  for  “someone 
whose  dream  has  died.”  The  addition  of 
the  intercession  fits  in  with  “The  Upper 
Room”  purpose:  to  encourage  persons  to 
have  a  private  devotional  life  which  will 
influence  their  relations  with  others. 

Also  added  to  each  issue  is  the  “Prayer 
Workshop”  —  material  for  both  infor¬ 
mation  and  reflection.  In  1981  the  focus  is 
on  the  “Classics  of  the  Faith”  and 
includes  the  writings  of  Martin  Luther, 
Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta,  John  Wesley, 
St.  Ignatius  of  Loyola,  Phillip  Otterbein, 
and  Teresa  of  Avila. 

Aside  from  the  42  other-language 
editions,  which  include  four  Spanish 
editions,  there  are  11  English  editions. 


including  Australia,  Braille,  British 
Isles,  and  Large  Print,  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  editions.  One  unique  edition  is 
the  bilingual  Korean-English  edition, 
which  is  used  as  a  language  tool  as  well 
as  a  devotional  resource.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  world  editor,  hopes  to  use  the 
same  bilingual  format  to  get  “The  Upper 
Room”  into  mainland  China  since  the 
Chinese  too  are  anxious  to  learn  English. 

All  of  these  facts  and  figures  point  to 
one  thing  —  there  is  a  very  real  hunger 
for  a  spiritual  life  among  people  the 
world  over. 

But  these  facts  and  figures  are  not 
really  the  factors  that  let  “The  Upper 
Room”  editors  know  what  the  small 
devotional  guide  means  to  people. 
Letters,  telephone  calls,  personal 
encounters  —  all  say  essentially  the 
same  thing,  “  ‘The  Upper  Room’  has 
helped  me.” 

A  patient  in  a  hospital  wrote  how  she 
reached  for  her  handbag  to  get  a  hidden 
cache  of  pills.  She  had  decided  to  take 
her  life.  Instead,  her  hand  fell  on  “The 
Upper  Room,”  and  she  read  the 
meditation  for  that  day.  “That 
meditation  changed  my  life.  I  could  not 
go  through  with  my  intention  of  taking 
my  own  life.” 

Quite  often  “The  Upper  Room”  seems 
to  fill  the  special  needs  of  the  readers  on 
a  particular  day:  "I  am  struck  by  how 
God  has  led  someone  to  write  just  what  I 


need  for  this  day  —  I  feel  a  sense  of  unity 
with  Christians  throughout  the  world  as  I 
see  the  names  of  writers  from  other 
countries  on  the  meditations.” 

The  little  magazine  that  people 
probably  so  often  take  for  granted  as 
they  walk  past  its  display  rack  in  their 
local  churches  is  a  treasured  possession 
where  government  policy  or  poverty 
make  printing  or  purchasing  “The  Upper 
Room”  virtually  impossible.  A  Cuban 
bishop  relates  how  a  few  Cuban  families 
swap  old  issues  of  “The  Upper  Room" 
back  and  forth  many  times  over.  (Since 
the  1959  revolution  “The  Upper  Room” 
has  not  been  distributed  in  Cuba.) 
“Along  with  the  Bible,  ‘The  Upper  Room’ 
is  the  most  important  spiritual  resource 
for  my  people,”  the  bishop  said. 

In  Latin  America,  where  many  people 
are  too  poor  to  purchase  copies  of  “The 
Upper  Room,”  they  tear  out  single  pages 
and  pass  them  around.  A  Brazilian 
airline  pilot  tells  about  a  stranger  who 
handed  him  a  sheet  from  “The  Upper 
Room.”  What  the  anonymous  giver  did 
not  realize  was  that  the  name  at  the 
bottom  of  the  meditation  was  that  of  the 
pilot’s  mother. 

There  is  a  mystique  about  “The  Upper 
Room,”  a  mystique  Dunnam  describes 
as  “people  from  all  walks  of  life  sharing 
their  experience  with  God.  It  is  people 
sharing  with  people”  at  the  deepest  level 
of  human  yearning;  it  is  people  reaching 


This  map  in  The  Upper  Room’s  Living  Prayer  Center  pinpoints  the  locations  of  the  535 
Covenant  Prayer  Groups.  These  groups,  which  vary  in  size,  are  chartered  after  studying 
individually  and  corporately  "The  Workbook  of  Living  Prayer.”  Pictured  taking  a  prayer 
request  is  Evelyn  McKee,  coordinator  of  The  Living  Prayer  Center. 


Books  stimulate  devotional  lives 


“We  don’t  publish  just  to  publish  —  our 
manuscripts  must  be  a  meaningful  con¬ 
tribution  to  our  ministry  before  we  go  to 
press,”  Janice  Grana  says  of  The  Upper 
Room’s  devotional  book  publishing 
operation. 

More  specifically,  Grana,  director  of 
publishing,  says,  “We  select  and  publish 
what  we  think  will  stimulate  persons  in 
the  growth  of  their  devotional  lives.  ” 

The  Upper  Room  began  publishing 
books  in  1939  in  response  to  pleas  for 
literature  which  would  supplement  “The 
Upper  Room”  daily  devotional  guide.  As 
at  the  beginning,  prayer  and  meditation 
are  still  the  principle  topics,  but  within 
the  past  few  years  The  Upper  Room  has 
attempted  to  expand  those  topics  by 
dealing  with  how  contemporary 
questions  affect  devotional  life.  Each 
Upper  Room  devotional  book  is  designed 
to  meet  a  special  need,  whether  it  be 
spiritual  guidance  through  a 
strengthened  prayer  life,  coping  with  the 
reality  of  death,  creating  a  time  of 
worship  with  children,  or  studying  the 
Bible  more  intently. 

Grana  says  Upper  Room  books  reach  a 


wide  reading  audience.  Examples  of 
some  devotional  books  are  “Radiance  of 
the  Inner  Splendor”  (a  book  on  the  fruits 
of  the  Spririt)  by  Lloyd  Ogilvie  and 
“Remember  Who  You  Are”  (a  book  on 
baptism)  by  William  H.  Willimon.  Two 
general  devotional  books  with  a  different 
appeal  are  “Raspberry  Kingdom”  by 
Renee  Hermanson  and  “Images” 
compiled  by  Grana.  The  former  deals 
with  how  nature  can  teach  lessons  about 
the  devotional  life  if  one  just  takes  time 
to  learn.  The  latter  is  a  compilation  of 
writings  by  women  expressing  their 
personal  experiences  from  a  context  of 
change,  struggle,  celebration,  and 
sometimes  pain. 

A  continual  “bestseller”  in  The  Upper 
Room  line  is  the  “Pocket  Book  of 
Prayer,”  which,  since  it  was  printed  in 
1941,  has  sold  over  2.5  million  copies  and 
is  still  selling.  Another  bestseller  is  the 
"Great  Devotional  Classics  Series," 
which  includes  26  booklets  containing 
selections  from  the  writings  of  Christian 
saints  and  mystics,  including  Francis  of 
Assisi,  Brother  Lawrence,  William  Law, 
Evelyn  Underhill  and  22  other  well- 
known  devotional  writers.  The  booklets 


have  sold  over  one  million  boxed  sets. 

Another  book  that  has  sold  well  is 
Maxie  Dunnam’s  “Workbook  of  Living 
Prayer”  —  over  250,000  copies  sold  since 
its  publication  in  1974. 

“Disciplines,”  a  yearly  devotional 
book  based  on  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union’s  three-year  lectionary, 
sells  40,000  copies  every  year.  A  month 
before  Christmas  1980  The  Upper  Room 
printed  8,000  copies  of  “Christmas:  More 
Than  a  Season”  by  Wilson  Weldon  and 
after  three  weeks  was  sold  out  of  its  first 
printing. 

According  to  Grana,  there  is  a  growing 
need  for  the  type  of  books  published  by 
The  Upper  Room.  “In  my  travels  the  one 
concern  that  I  hear  expressed  most  often 
is  in  the  area  of  prayer  and  the 
devotional  life,”  she  says.  “Persons  are 
wanting  to  grow  spiritually.  They  are 
wanting  resources  which  will  assist  them 
in  this  growth.  They  are  longing  to  be 
aware  and  alive  in  their  Christian 
pilgrimage.  They  are  looking  for  a  more 
dynamic  faith  and  a  more  intimate  and 
vital  relationship  with  God.” 

That  is  essentially  what  Upper  Room 
publishing  is  about. 


out  to  help  and  sustain  others  in  a  spirit 
of  being  one  in  their  belief  in  Jesus. 

The  statistics  are  staggering  —  129 
tons  of  paper,  2,500  pounds  of  ink,  81.66 
miles  of  wire  for  staples.  That’s  what  it 
takes  for  one  issue  of  “The  Upper  Room” 
in  the  U.S.  English,  Large-Print, 
Spanish,  and  Spanish  Large-Print 
editions  alone.  What  makes  them  worth 
the  effort  are  the  people  —  those  who 
write,  those  who  read,  those  who  pass 
single,  tattered  pages  on  to  others,  —  or 
leave  them  under  a  rock  on  park  benches 
so  they  won’t  blow  away  until  someone 
else  can  read  their  message. 

Prayer:  greatest 
untapped  resource 

“The  greatest  untapped  resource 
available  to  God’s  people.”  That  is  how 
the  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  director  of 
developing  ministries,  describes  prayer. 

The  Upper  Room  Prayer  Ministry 
seeks  to  resource  an  ongoing  emphasis 
on  prayer  for  individuals,  groups, 
churches,  districts,  and  annual 
conferences.  In  addition  it  seeks  to 
provide  a  corporate  prayer  experience 
which  people  not  in  proximity  can 
experience. 

The  emphasis  of  The  Upper  Room’s 
ministry  has  always  been  on  prayer,  but 
its  increasing  prayer  emphasis,  which 
has  been  developing  over  the  past 
decade,  is  an  effort  to  pursue  in  a  more 
organized,  systematic,  and  program¬ 
matic  way  what  The  Upper  Room  has 
been  doing  throughout  its  history. 


.  .  intercessory  prayer  is  a  great 
mystery ,  even  to  those  u'ho  practice  it 
regula  rly.  ”  

That  stepped-up  emphasis  includes  a 
Living  Prayer  Center,  now  four  years 
old,  535  Covenant  Prayer  Groups  across 
the  nation;  the  Weekend  Adventure  of 
Living  Prayer;  a  quarterly  Upper  Room 
Prayer  Meeting,  a  one-day  prayer  con¬ 
ference/retreat;  a  monthly  newsletter; 
and  the  annual  Prayer  and  Bible  Con¬ 
ferences  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

There  are  hundreds  of  prayer 
ministries  throughout  the  world,  but 
Morris  points  out  two  characteristics 
that  make  The  Upper  Room’s  Prayer 
Ministry  unique.  First,  The  Upper  Room 
Prayer  focus  is  in  a  corporate  body,  not 
in  a  specific  person.  And,  second,  this 
corporate  body  takes  shape  in  inter¬ 
cessory  covenant  groups  which  involve 
themselves  in  study  and  reflection  so 
that  they  may  be  continually  growing  in 
their  local  ministry. 

Morris  admits  that  intercessory 
prayer  is  a  great  mystery,  even  to  those 
who  practice  it  regularly.  But,  he  points 
out,  the  practice  of  Jesus  as  we  under- 

“The  witness  ...  is  that  something 
happens  when  we  practice  interces • 
sory  prayer.  ” 

stand  it  from  the  New  Testament,  other 
teachings  of  both  the  Old  and  the  New 
Testament,  and  Christian  history  —  all 
call  us  to  prayer  for  others.  The  witness 
of  Scripture  and  Christian  history  is  that 
something  happens  when  we  practice 
intercessory  prayer. 

Morris  quotes  Jesus’  own  intercessory 
prayer  in  John  17:  “Not  only  for  these  do 
I  pray,  but  for  all  those  who  believe  in 
me.” 

“We  don’t  have  to  understand  prayer 
to  practice  it,  but  we  do  have  to  practice 
it  to  come  to  any  understanding  or 
commitment  to  the  power  of  it  in  our  own 
lives,”  Morris  says. 
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Human  rights  action  urged 

UMs  called  to  challenge  Reagan  foreign  policy 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  direct  challenge  to 
the  Reagan  Administration’s 
devaluation  of  human  rights  in  U.S. 
foreign  policy,  United  Methodism’s 
mission  arm  has  called  for  church  mem¬ 
bers  to  actively  oppose  this  direction. 

"We  do  this  because  the  Gospel 
demands  it,”  the  157  directors  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  say  in  a  letter  to  UM 
members.  "Our  respect  for  the  funda¬ 
mental  rights  of  all  persons,  created  by 
God  and  offered  redemption  in  Jesus 
Christ,  has  led  us  to  a  long-standing 
support  for  policies  and  laws  that  give 
priority  to  human  rights,”  reads  the 
letter  which  was  approved  last  week. 

Three  specific  actions  are  suggested  to 
UM  members: 

•  Demand  that  all  military  aid  to  El 
Salvador’s  government  be  stopped 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The 
special  coverage  on  this  page 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  meeting  in 
New  York  was  filed  by  Sharon 
Mielke,  managing  editor. 

because  of  gross  violations  of  human 
rights. 

This  position  was  adopted  by  the  board 
last  October  in  “solidarity”  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church’s  position  in  El 
Salvador. 

The  Methodist  churches  in  Latin 
America  early  this  month  called  on  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  "for 
the  love  of  Christ  who  is  the  sign  of  hope 
for  our  people,  we  beg  you  to  intercede 
before  the  government  of  your  country  so 
it  will  cease  to  aid  the  military  junta  in 
the  Republic  of  El  Salvador  which 


oppresses  and  terrorizes  its  people.”  The 
message  came  from  the  Council  of 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America,  Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil,  president. 

The  Latin  American  Council  of 
Churches  fin  formation)  also  sent  a 
message  to  President  Reagan,  adding 
their  appeal  to  those  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  asking  that  the  Salvadoran 
people  be  left  to  decide  their  own  future. 

"Given  the  deplorable  policy  of  the 
U.S.  in  Central  America  and  the 
Caribbean  throughout  its  history”  the 
council  officials  said  the  U.S.  has  neither 
the  right  nor  moral  authority  to  inter¬ 
vene  in  the  conflict. 

•  Urge  Congress  to  reject  the  Admini¬ 
stration’s  requested  repeal  of  the  Clark 
Amendment. 

The  Clark  Amendment  prohibits  CIA 
activity  in  Angola.  Repeal,  according  to 
the  letter  to  UMs,  “would  ally  us  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world  with  South  African 
military  actions  within  Angola  and 
covert  actions  against  a  government 
recognized  by  almost  every  nation 
except  the  U.S.  and  China.” 

The  action  also  raises  fears  —  in  light 
of  recent  U.S.  officials  meeting  with 
South  Africa  military  intelligence 
officers  —  that  the  U.S.  will  intervene 
there  as  it  did  in  1975-76. 

•  Urge  that  Ernest  Lefever  not  be 
confirmed  as  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Human  Rights  and  Humanitarian 
Affairs. 

The  letter  urges  opposition  because  of 
Mr.  LeFever’s  support  for  the  use  of 
overseas  missionaries  by  the  CIA,  and 
because  he  favors  removal  of  all  statutes 
that  “establish  a  human  rights  standard 
to  be  met  by  another  government  before 
our  government  transacts  normal 
business  with  it.” 

The  directors  of  the  mission  agency 
said  they  “must  view  the  world  through 
the  eyes  of  people  in  all  nations;  when 
Christian  leaders  everywhere  are 
tortured  and  killed  because  they  defend 
the  rights  of  the  poor  we  cannot  remain 
silent.” 

Substituting  as  a  national  emphasis 
anti-intemational  terrorism  for  human 
rights  obscures  the  struggle  of  those 
seeking  basic  rights,  even  food  and 
shelter,  by  overcoming  structures  of 
oppression,  the  letter  says. 

The  directors  acknowledge  that  they 
will  be  accused  of  being  “unrealistic”  in 
a  world  of  power,  but  they  say,  they  are 
not  impressed  by  the  alleged  “realists” 
who  gave  the  Shah  of  Iran  massive 
political  and  military  support  and  reaped 
violent  hatred  for  the  U.S. 

At  the  heart  of  the  struggle  over  human 
rights  and  their  role  in  U.S.  policy  is  “a 
struggle  for  the  inner  spirit  of  the  U.S.  for 
the  preservation  of  that  vision  of  human 
freedom  and  inalienable  rights  that  can 
help  the  U.S.  forge  its  proper  role,”  the 
letter  says. 


Group  pauses  be  fore 
giving  Salvadoran  aid 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  A  move  to  send  $25,000 
in  aid  to  refugees  in  El  Salvador  was 
briefly  tabled  here  because  of  charges 
that  the  agency  handling  the  funds  was  a 
“guerilla  front  group.” 

The  relief  organization  in  El  Salvador, 
called  ASESAH,  is  the  channel  for 
Church  World  Service  and,  hence,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  funds  to  aid  refugees  in  the 
strife-ridden  nation.  The  agency  also 
works  with  Catholic  Relief  Services  and 
Christian  aid. 

Questions  about  the  ASESAH 
organization  were  raised  in  a  letter  to  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  directors  by  three  United 
Methodist  laymen:  David  Jessup  of  the 
Foundation  for  a  Democratic  Education, 
Washington,  D.C.,  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Robb  of  Marshall,  Tex.  and  John  Grant, 
an  attorney  of  Tampa,  Fla.  (see  related 
story  on  this  page). 

The  three  wrote  that  two  groups  —  one 
a  protest  movement  in  the  U.S.  against 
military  aid  and  the  ASESAH 
organization  in  El  Salvador  —  are  front 
groups  working  "for  the  victory  of  the 
leftist  guerrilla  movement  in  El 
Salvador.” 

Action  on  the  $25,000  grant  was  tabled 
until  the  Rev.  Paul  McCleary  of  Church 
World  Service,  who  was  scheduled  to 
address  UMCOR  directors,  could  answer 
questions. 

Dr.  McCleary  said  that  normally  CWS 
works  with  Protestant  relief 
organizations,  but  that  the  fledgling 
agency  called  CESAD  was  by -passed 
because  it  did  not  have  the  management 
expertise  nor  a  distribution  mechanism 


to  handle  outreach  throughout  the  nation 
of  El  Salvador. 

“We  (CWS)  do  not  aid  one  political 
group  or  region,”  he  said. 

He  told  TM/UMR  that  CESAD  would 
be  working  with  the  larger  umbrella 
organization,  however,  and  that  CWS  will 
continue  to  work  with  the  agency  as  it 
matures. 

ASESAH,  which  stands  for  Salvadoran 
Ecumenical  Organization  for  Service 
and  Humanitarian  Aid,  is  the  result  of  a 
merger  between  a  Roman  Catholic  relief 
agency  and  a  human  rights  organization 
which  had  some  Protestant  involvement 
as  of  late  1980. 

Dr.  McCleary  said  the  letter  writer’s 
concern  may  have  arisen  because  the 
U.S.  State  Department  considers  any 
organization  providing  aid  to  all  sides  as 
being  “leftist”  because  leftists  receive 
aid. 

He  said  he  had  received  a  call  from  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Disaster  Service  in 
the  State  Dept.,  informing  him  that 
ASESAH  was  “considered  as  providing 
aid  to  leftist  organizations.” 

After  receiving  the  call,  Dr.  McCleary 
said  he  immediately  wrote  to  Secretary 
of  State  Haig  protesting  that  emergency 
assistance  was  being  defined  the  same 
way  as  development  assistance.  In  the 
past,  emergency  aid  was  not  so 
restricted. 

"The  church  ought  to  respond  to  need 
wherever  it  arises,”  he  said.  “We  do  not 
favor  one  political  group  or  region.” 

After  hearing  him  out,  the  directors 
approved  the  grant  for  food,  medicine, 
clothing  and  shelter.  The  ASESAH 
agency  provides  care  for  displaced 
persons  in  El  Salvador. 


Changing  mainline  churches  group’s  goal 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  The  so-called  Jessup 
report  —  which  last  year  accused  United 
Methodist  agencies  of  supporting 
“totalitarian  left”  causes  —  has  led  to 
the  creation  of  an  interfaith  group 
pledged  to  changing  the  direction  of 
boards  and  agencies  of  all  mainline 
churches. 

Some  35  persons  from  nearly  every 
mainline  Protestant  denomination  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  assembled 
here  last  week  as  the  new  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy.  They  talked  of 
how  they  might  equip  “grass-roots 
church  members”  to  remove  the  present 
"liberal”  influence  from  their  denomina¬ 
tions’  top  agencies. 

“We  are  not  a  Religious  Right  group,” 
the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb  quickly  ex¬ 
plained.  “The  Moral  Majority  does  not 
represent  me.”  Mr.  Robb  is  head  of  his 
own  United  Methodist  evangelistic 


organization  based  in  Texas.  His  son, 
James  Robb,  has  begun  work  as  the  full¬ 
time  staff  person  in  the  institutes’s  office 
here. 

Many  of  the  people  who  met  here  are 
connected  to  unofficial  spiritual  renewal 
groups  in  their  denominations.  They 
include  Bob  Campbell  of  the  (United) 
Presbyterian  Lay  Committee  of  Media, 
Pa.,  and  the  Rev.  Paul  Morrell,  pastor  of 
Tyler  Street  UMC  in  Dallas,  of  the  un¬ 
official  “Good  News”  caucus. 

Some  —  such  as  Richard  John  Neu- 
haus,  a  Lutheran  and  editor  of  World¬ 
view  magazine  —  indicated  a  belief  that 
they  are  traditional  liberals  who  stress 
the  importance  of  democratic  freedoms. 
Such  a  view  lies  somewhere  between  the 
Religious  Right  and  what  the  institute 
members  see  as  the  “Marxist  sym¬ 
pathies  of  most  denominational 
leaders.” 

There  was  a  tendency  among  most 
participants  during  the  free-wheeling, 


one-day  discussion  to  oppose  the  more 
conservative  viewpoints  expressed  by 
others  and  to  steer  clear  of  making  U.S. 
“security  interests”  a  criterion  for  deter¬ 
mining  Christian  attitudes. 

Michael  Novak  talked  of  the  “indis¬ 
pensable  role  capitalism  plays  in  form¬ 
ing  democracy"  and  said  the  freedom 
under  democracy  is  empty  without 
capitalism.  He  is  a  Catholic  and  a  scholar 
at  the  American  Enterprise  Institute. 

Several  persons  protested  that  capital¬ 
ism  cannot  be  held  as  sacred.  “We  not 
only  should  consider  what  the  critics  say 
about  communism  but  what  they  say 
about  capitalism,  too,”  said  the  Rev.  Ira 
Galloway  of  First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill. 
"There’s  no  hope  for  democratic  capital¬ 
ism  unless  it  includes  Judeo-Christian 
values.  We  don’t  have  that  now.” 

“I  think  it  is  important  to  distinguish 
communism  from  socialism,”  said 
Constantine  Menges,  a  Catholic  with  the 
Hudson  Institute.  “We’ve  lost  a  lot  from 
our  failure  to  distinguish  between  the 
total  left,  the  reformist  left  and  the  demo¬ 
cratic  left ...  the  issue  of  concern  is  free¬ 
dom.” 

Penn  Kemble,  president  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion  for  a  Democratic  Education,  the 
parent  of  the  Institute,  told  the  group 
that  the  denominations  had  become  “the 
haven  for  people  whose  causes  have  been 
defeated  at  the  polls.”  The  churches  still 
have  the  ability  to  give  a  policy  the  aura 
of  being  immoral,  and  they  are  suc¬ 
ceeding  in  doing  that  by  opposing  U.S. 
military  aid  to  El  Salvador,  he  said. 

There  was  general  agreement  that  the 
institute’s  first  project  will  be  to  prepare 
materials  and  strategies  for  local  church 
members  to  change  their  denominations’ 
stand  on  El  Salvador. 

But  there  were  several  words  of  cau¬ 
tion.  “It  would  be  a  mistake  if  our  first 
act  seemed  to  be  based  on  supporting 
U.S.  strategic  interests,”  Dr.  Neuhaus 
said.  “Rather,  we  should  be  most  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  little  people  of  El  Salva¬ 
dor  and  which  U.S.  actions  might  benefit 
them  most. 

“This  group  should  be  cautious  not  to 
take  positions  too  strong,”  said  Raymond 
D.  Gastil  of  Freedom  House  which  each 
year  details  the  losses  and  gains  of  free¬ 
doms  in  all  nations. 

"We  must  understand  that  we  could 
have  wrong  information.” 

United  Methodists  on  the  board  of  ad¬ 
visors  are  Mr.  Robb,  Mr.  Galloway,  Mr. 
Morrell,  the  Rev.  Bob  Parrott  of  First 
UMC,  Longview,  Tex.,  the  Rev.  L.  D. 
Thomas  of  First  UMC,  Tulsa,  Okla.;  J. 
Ellsworth  Kalas  of  Church  of  the  Savior, 
Cleveland;  the  Rev.  Billy  Key,  First 
UMC,  Valdosta.  Ga.;  and  David  Jessup, 
of  Silver  Spring,  Md. 


DID  YOU 
MISS  IT? 


If  you  did,  you  will  want  to  see  it  now' 

If  you  have  seen  it,  you  will  want  to  see  it 
again  This  color  motion  picture  introduces 
many  interesting  people.  It  shows  many  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  worship,  service  and  ministry  of 
United  Methodist  ethnic  minority  churches 

t  onl.it  l  vour , lnnu.il  i onimvlln  icnurri'  ‘  nnlnr  mini  lihr.lrvl or 
r**nt  tor  from 

United  Methodist  Film  Service,  810  12th  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  TN  37203. 


Solace 

By  DOROTHY  S.  HOLMES 
There  is  a  tiny  arched  opening 
Between  the  tall  pine  and  the  maple 
tree 

There  I  see 

The  stark  white  cross 

On  Pilgrim's  Hill. 


From 

despair 

to 

Easter 


Core  of  truth 
By  JEAN  RASMUSSEN 
Happiness  was  being  there, 
when  He  fed  the  five  thousand  , 
roaming  the  hills, 
to  tell  of  His  kingdom. 


It  flooded  their  minds, 
when  hosannas  were  ringing, 
and  garments  were  strewn, 
in  a  colorful  path. 

But  joy  —  joy  was  dawn, 
owning  no  emptiness  but  a  tomb. 


United  Methodist  Women  make  gift 

Pacific  Homes  bailout  helped 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  The  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division  made  a  half-million- 
dollar  grant  toward  the  $21-million 
bailout  plan  for  the  bankrupt  Pacific 
Homes  retirement  chain  last  week. 

Ruth  Daughterly,  president  of  the  1.2 
million  member  women’s  organization, 
said  the  $500,000  grant  to  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  was 
made  “out  of  a  deep  concern  for  the  total 
mission  of  the  church”  which  is  being 
hampered  by  the  drain  of  Pacific  Homes 
loans. 

The  general  board  will  loan  the 
women's  gift  plus  another  $2.5  million 
from  the  World  and  National  division 
emergency  reserve  funds  —  interest 
free  —  to  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  which  negotiated  the 
settlement  plan.  The  mission  board  and 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  both  of  which  were 
defendants  in  the  litigation,  although  not 
parties  to  the  settlement,  will  each  loan 
$3  million  to  the  conference  in  southern 
California,  southern  Nevada,  Arizona 
and  Hawaii.  An  additional  $2  million  is 
being  sought  through  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  from  UMs  nationwide  to  aid  the 
beleaguered  conference  where  the 
homes  are  located. 

Women  thanked 

Pat  Hamner,  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  conference  president  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women,  thanked  the 
division  for  the  action.  She  said  local 
church  women  were  being  put  under  a  lot 
of  pressure  to  help  pay  off  the  Pacific 
Homes  settlement  and  not  give  money  to 
mission.  She  said  it  would  also  help 
women  to  know  that  the  grant  will 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— A  $44,000  Jamaica 
retreat  for  world  mission  directors  was 
lambasted  —  but  approved  —  here  last 
week. 

"This  action  will  cry  out  to  the 
church,”  said  Richard  Harrington,  a 
director  from  the  Western  New  York 
Annual  Conference.  "Maybe  the  $15,000 
which  Jamaica  will  cost  —  above  holding 
the  meeting  in  the  U.S.  —  isn’t  so  much, 
but  the  symbolism  is  great. 

He  said  it  seemed  contrary  to  the 
stewardship  policy  adopted  by  die  board 
at  the  same  meeting  which  urges  the  157 
directors  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  hold  down  costs  — 
even  to  preparing  meals  in  their  hotel 
rooms. 

World  Division  directors  said  they  had 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Ministers,  doctors, 
teachers,  evangelists,  pilots  and 
agriculturists  are  on  the  latest  list  of 
“missionary  service  opportunities” 
issued  last  week  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Some  54  persons  are  needed  to  fill 
overseas  mission  positions  —  with 
teachers  and  doctors  for  Zimbabwe  a  top 
priority,  according  to  the  list  from  the 
office  of  missionary  personnel. 

Another  sheet  outlines  at  least  68 


eventually  be  used  for  mission  work. 

The  annual  conference  is  raising  $12 
million  itself  —  with  half  due  by  July  1  — 
for  the  $21  million  long-term  loan  to  the 
bankrupt  corporation.  When  the  homes 
operation  stabilizes,  the  money  is  to  be 
repaid  to  the  conference  and  to  the 
church  agencies  making  the  loans. 
Repayment  is  not  expected  to  begin  for 
10  years  at  least,  officials  predict 
Win  was  likely 

As  directors  of  the  board  here  came  to 
grips  with  finding  funds  for  the  $3  million 
loan,  they  heard  a  report  from  their 
attorney  that,  had  the  case  been  settled 
in  court,  the  board  probably  would  have 
won. 

Most  of  the  jurors,  interviewed  by  the 
attorney,  Paul  Bankes,  after  the  jury 
was  dismissed  said  that  “the  plaintiffs 
had  not  made  an  adequate  case"  against 
(the  board),  and  that  they  would  have 
delivered  a  favorable  verdict  —  to 
eliminate  the  board  from  the  case. 

“While  it  appears  we  would  have  won 
in  court,  we  suffered  greatly  in  the 
press,”  said  the  Rev.  John  A.  Murdock, 
head  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Division. 

The  mission  agency  voted  here  to 
secure  the  funds  through  several  in- 
house  loans  from  its  divisions  rather  than 
from  a  commercial  lender. 

Divisions  make  loan 

The  World  Division  is  loaning  $1.7 
million  out  of  a  $3  million  contingency 
reserve  fund  and  the  National  Division 
$800,000  out  of  a  $1.3  million  reserve  to 
the  general  board. 

Board  officials  said  the  divisions  will 
receive  interest  on  the  loans  because, 
normally,  the  interest  is  part  of  division 
budgets  and  important  to  cash  flow.  The 
Federal  Fund  rate  of  interest  will  be  paid 


caretuliy  weighed  the  "dollar  value”  of 
holding  a  world  mission  retreat  in  the 
U.S.  vs.  meeting  with  Christians  at  a  site 
outside  the  U.S.  who  are  experiencing 
and  living  the  hurts  and  sufferings  the 
division  is  to  address. 

A  derogatory  comment  about  how 
UMCOR  had  just  met  in  Haiti  without 
similar  criticism,  led  a  UMCOR  director, 
Bonnie  Totten  of  Fayetteville,  N.Y.,  to 
attest  to  the  value  of  meeting  with  the 
people  served  by  the  agency.  “But  the 
burden  of  interpreting  this  to  the  church 
is  very  heavy,”  she  said. 

Bishop  Ellis  Finger,  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  who  rose  to  protest  the  World 
Division  trip,  said  he  regretted  not  having 
also  opposed  UMCOR’s  Haiti  meeting. 

The  World  Division’s  Jamaica  retreat 
won  approval. 


varied  openings  in  national  missions 
ranging  from  community  development 
workers,  to  coordinators  of  programs  for 
the  elderly,  teachers  and  houseparents 

Young  adults  are  being  sought  for  a 
new  class  of  US-2s,  a  special  service 
opportunity  for  applicants  to  explore  the 
meaning  of  mission  and  provide  service 
as  well  on  a  subsistence  income. 

Copies  of  the  listings  of  missionary 
service  opportunities  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Mission  Personnel  Office,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  1470,  New  York, 
NY  10115. 


quarterly  to  the  divisions  starting  in  1982. 
The  board  expects  to  repay  the  divisions 
entirely  by  the  end  of  1988 

In  order  to  repay  the  divisions,  plus 
interest,  the  board  directors  approved 
plans  to  use  board  interest  income, 
undesignated  bequests  and  World 
Service  funds. 

"We’re  not  killing  everything  we’re 
trying  to  do  just  to  solve  one  problem  by 
spreading  it  over  eight  years,”  said 
Stephen  Brimigion,  board  treasurer. 
Missions  lose  money 

"You  can’t  change  the  fact  that  it’s 
taking  money  from  missions,”  said  John 
Stumbo,  a  World  Division  director.  “But 
we’re  all  part  of  the  board  and  we  all 
made  a  commitment  to  share  in  the 
settlement.” 

Mr.  Brimigion  said  that  “in  a  sense, 
every  board  and  agency  of  the  church 
which  receives  basic,  World  Service 
dollars  for  program  is  a  party  to  the 
Pacific  Homes  settlement. 

That  is  because  the  loan  of  $3  million 
plus  interest  from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  will  come  off 
the  top  of  World  Service  dollars  before 
the  balance  is  distributed  to  church 
agencies. 

Mission  arm 
has  nominee 
after  search 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— After  a  10-month  search, 
United  Methodism’s  mission  arm  has 
nominated  a  top  executive  to  head  the 
denomination’s  largest  program  agency. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  46,  was 
nominated  formally  by  a  vote  of  103-32 
here  last  week  by  the  directors  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  If  his  nomination  is 
confirmed  by  the  General  Council  of 
Ministries,  he  will  assume  his  new  post 
as  general  secretary  June  1. 

Nomination  protested 

Dr.  Nugent  has  headed  the  National 
Division  of  the  agency  since  1972.  Some 
aspects  of  Dr.  Nugent’s  work  there  were 
criticized  in  a  letter  protesting  his 
nomination  which  was  sent  by  the 
president  of  the  unofficial  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  to  all  board  directors 
(TM/UMR  April  10). 

However,  the  Rev.  Prenza  Woods  of 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  chairman  of  the 
search  committee,  said  that  Dr.  Nugent 
was  the  unanimous  choice  after 
reviewing  a  field  of  40  candidates  and 
“selective  interviews".  Applicants 
included  11  ethnic  persons  and  five 
women. 

Mr  Woods  said  he  found  the  letter 
from  the  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
“very  interesting,  but  at  no  point  did  he 
feel  it  would  influence  the  election  of  Dr. 
Nugent.” 

Asked  during  a  press  conference  that 
followed  his  nomination,  how  he 
proposed  to  build  bridges  between  the 
agency  and  other  levels  of  the  church 
because  of  “a  low  level  of  trust”  between 
them,  Dr.  Nugent  said  “improved 
communications”  are  needed. 
Diversified  view  needed 

The  nominee  added  that  “there  are  a 
variety  of  expectations  in  the  church, 
and  missionary  approaches  used  in  one 
situation  are  not  always  understood  in 
another.  Dr.  Nugent  said  the  UMC  is  a 
broad  denomination  which  requires  "a 
mission  approach  diversified  enough  to 
be  applicable  in  a  number  of  situations.” 

“We  of  the  mainline  denominations 
have  not  given  up  on  evangelization,”  he 
said  in  response  to  the  question  if  the 
UMC  and  other  mainline  churches  were 
turning  over  the  evangelization  aspect  of 
mission  to  evangelical  and  independent 
mission  groups. 

"All  of  us  are  in  mission,”  he  said, 
according  to  the  UMC’s  “Book  of 
Discipline.”  Dr.  Nugent  said,  “we  have 
done  an  excellent  job  of  enabling  people 
to  be  in  mission  where  they  are.” 

Asked  to  define  evangelism.  Dr. 
Nugent  said,  “that  word  is  not  found  in 
the  Bible."  But,  he  said,  “the  mission 
task"  is  to  advance  the  Gospel  through 
encounters  with  people  and  all  of  God's 
creation  so  persons  can  respond  to  the 
power  of  God  and  live  out  of  that  self¬ 
understanding. 


Wo  ransom  ’  for  UM  missionaries 


NEW  YORK(UMNS)— A  “no 
ransom”  policy  for  United 
Methodist  missionaries  kidnapped 
or  held  hostage  was  voted  last  week 
by  the  denomination’s  world  mission 
division. 

"No  ransom  will  be  authorized  on 
the  basis  that  such  response  places 
in  jeopardy  all  personnel  and 
programs  of  the  church,”  the  World 
Division  action  states.  The  policy  is 
subject  to  a  review  by  legal  counsel 
and  approval  by  the  missionaries 
themselves. 

The  guidelines  note  that  the  “local 
leadership  in  the  concerned  country 
and  the  World  Division  have  joint 
responsibility  for  seeking  a  solution 
to  the  problem.”  The  division  will 
“rely  on  local  leadership  to 
determine  the  motives  of  the 


kidnappers  and  to  suggest 
alternatives  for  dealing  with  the 
problem.” 

The  division  would  notify  families 
of  hostage(s)  “requesting  their 
cooperation  in  an  emergency  and 
would  be  an  active  and  prayerful 
support  community  as  release  is 
sought.” 

The  policy  guidelines  cover 
missionaries,  division  directors  and 
other  persons  under  the  auspices 
and  approval  of  the  division.  This 
means  the  policy  covers  not  only 
U.S.  citizens  but  also  those  of  other 
nations  related  to  the  division’s  work 
directly. 

Directors  also  reiterated  the 
General  Conference’s  directive  that 
no  UM  missionary  is  to  collaborate 
with  the  CIA. 


Jamaica  retreat  lambasted 


Varied  i mission  openings' listed 
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Caucus 

establishes 

legal  fund 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

WILMORE,  Ky.  -  A  task  force  and 
legal  defense  fund  to  “investigate  and 
ensure  justice"  for  United  Methodist 
ministers  opposing  church  law  for 
reasons  of  conscience  was  set  up  last 
week  by  “Good  News.” 

The  executive  committee  of  the  unof¬ 
ficial  evangelical  caucus  said  the  action 
was  in  response  to  “reports  of  pressure 
and  intimidation  of  pastors  whose 
churches  are  refusing  payment  of  the 
World  Service  apportionment .  ’  ’ 

The  Good  News  resolution  mentions 
the  action  taken  to  discontinue  two  pro¬ 
bationary  ministers  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference  last 
month  on  the  charge  of  refusing  to  carry 
out  the  responsibilities  of  a  United 
Methodist  minister  (see  TM/UMR  April 
3  issue). 

“We  call  for  the  same  freedom  of  con¬ 
science  the  Social  Principles’  affirm  for 
individuals  in  civil  matters,”  the 
executive  committee  statement  said. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  said  no  funds  will  be  given  until  a 
case  is  investigated  by  its  task  force.  In 
the  case  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
probationers,  “we  have  enough  evidence 
to  suggest  they  perhaps  have  not  been 
dealt  with  fairly”  but  an  investigation  is 
underway,  the  spokesperson  said. 

In  other  actions,  the  executive 
committee  voted  to  give  $1,000  to  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  to  aid  in 
the  restoration  of  Zoar  UMC  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  which  is  sometimes  referred  to 
as  “the  mother  church.” 

Enthusiastic  support  was  also 
expressed  for  the  “unity  covenant” 
proposed  by  the  bishops  of  four 
Methodist  denominations  meeting  in 
Atlanta  last  month. 

Good  News  affirms  the  reasonableness 
and  advantage  of  uniting  the  general 
Wesleyan  family  and  pledges  to  stay  in 
contact  with  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren,  former  Methodists,  former 
UMC  members  and  church  groups  “in 
order  to  win  them  back  into  a  future 
greater  church,”  the  resolution  said. 

Evangelism , 
social  action 
can  blend 

By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  Kingdom  of  God  was 
suggested  as  the  proper  focal  point  for 
both  evangelism  and  social  action  here 
last  week  by  a  former  South  American 
bishop  and  a  leading  United  Methodist 
theologian. 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  and  Dr.  Mortimer  Arias, 
former  bishop  of  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia,  were 
among  more  than  a  dozen  leaders  of  a 
conference  on  “Evangelism  and  Social 
Ethics."  About  150  ministers,  scholars, 
seminarians  and  laypersons  participated 
in  the  four-day  conference  which 
included  lectures  and  workshops. 

Kingdom  is  center  of  action 

Dr.  Arias  noted  that  Dr.  Outler 
previously  had  told  the  group  the 
Kingdom  of  God  was  the  center  of  both 
evangelism  and  social  action  and  then 
added  that  the  one  theme  of  Jesus' 
evangelization  efforts  was  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  He  (Jesus)  came  preaching, 
teaching,  healing  in  the  name  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  Dr.  Arias  said.  He 
added  that  within  that  theme  “we  cannot 
separate  the  great  commission  and  the 
great  commandment.  ” 

“Evangelism  is  the  announcing  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  social  action  is  the 
seeking  of  the  Kingdom,"  said  Dr.  Arias. 
Anything  less  is  a  reduction  of  the 
definition  of  both,"  he  said. 

Grace  is  ‘equitable’ 

Dr.  Outler  told  the  group  that  his 
suggestion  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  as  the 
center  of  both  evangelism  and  social 
action  is  best  understood  within  the 
context  of  grace,  which  he  described  as 
“more  equitable”  than  the  social 
systems  developed  for  human  order. 

During  the  conference  participants 
repeatedly  heard  from  the  leaders  that 
both  the  evangelical  and  the  social 
ethicist  must  accept  that  the  biblical 
church  practiced  both  evangelism  and 
social  action  without  any  notion  of 
separating  one  from  the  other. 

Father  Thomas  F.  Stansky,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  joint  working  group  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  told  the  groups  the 
whole  Christian  mission  “involves  more 
than  pulling  primary  evangelism  and 
social  ethics  together,  but  also  must  be 
brought  together  in  worship.” 


POSITION  OPEN 
SPEECH/THEATRE:  Position 
at  two-year  United  Methodist  College 
effective  Fall  1981.  Instructor  in 
speech/theater  arts.  Master’s  plus  one 
additional  year  graduate  work  pre¬ 
ferred.  MA  required.  Ability  to  oper¬ 
ate  within  budget  and  work  effectively 
with  students  without  theater  back¬ 
ground.  Send  letter,  vita  and  three 
references  by  April  30  to:  Dean,  Lind¬ 
sey  Wilson  College.  Columbia,  Ken¬ 
tucky  42728.  Affirmative  Action 
Employer. 
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Review  brings  changes 

Some  schools  to  stop  training  UM ministers 


Group  uses  carpentry  as  ministry 

BINGHAMTON,  N.Y.  —  Periodically,  a  group  of  men  from  the  Afton  United 
Methodist  charge  near  here  take  hammer,  nails,  lathes  and  saws  to  the  Children’s 
Home  of  its  Wyoming  Annual  Conference  for  a  day  of  ministry  through  carpentry. 
Douglas  Carey,  left,  maintenance  supervisor  at  the  home,  talks  with  Afton  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Charles  McHose,  as  they  work  on  one  of  the  16  beds  the  11  men  built  last  month. 

WYOMING  ANNUAL  C  ONFERENCE  PHOTO 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Several  non-United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminaries  have  decided  to  give  up 
their  right  to  train  UM  ministers  after 
being  subjected  for  the  first  time  to  an 
accreditation  review  by  the 
denomination. 

Other  seminaries  are  revealing  things 
about  themselves,  through  answers  on  a 
questionnaire,  that  make  it  clear  they 
can’t  automatically  assume  they  will 
retain  their  accreditation  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  reported  Tal  Oden 
in  a  meeting  here. 

Nearly  200  non-United  Methodist 
seminaries  train  approximately  40 
percent  of  the  denomination's  ministers. 
In  the  past,  they  were  allowed  to  do  that 
merely  with  accreditation  from  a  non- 
denominational  academic  group. 

“Probably  one  of  the  most  noteworthy 
findings  (from  reviewing  50  of  those 
seminaries)  is  on  inclusiveness,"  said 


Children’s  book  cited  for  racism 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  An  award-winning 
children’s  book  got  special  attention  at 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Division 
meeting  here  last  week  —  for  the  way  in 
which  it  perpetuates  negative  black 
stereotypes. 

“Words  by  Heart,”  the  subject  of  a 
resolution  passed  to  warn  against  chil¬ 
dren’s  books  laced  with  bias,  tells  the 
story  of  a  12-year-old  black  girl  with 
striking  ability  to  memorize  Bible 
verses. 

“It's  her  ability  to  quote  the  Scripture 
which  enables  her  to  win  a  prize  in 
school,  defeating  a  white  boy,”  explained 
Dr.  Beryle  Banfield,  president  of  the 
Council  on  Interracial  Books  for  Children 
(CIBC).  The  Women’s  Division 
resolution  calls  for  wider  distribution  of 
the  council’s  guidelines  to  evaluate  books 
for  biases  and  stereotyping. 


Speaking  during  a  Christian  Social 
Relations  section  meeting  of  the  division, 
which  is  a  part  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Dr.  Banfield 
said  the  black  family’s  problems 
developed  following  the  girl’s  contest 
win.  The  troubles  progress  from  the 
poisoning  of  the  family  dog  to  the  murder 
of  the  girl’s  father. 

“The  father  spends  his  dying  hours 
trying  to  save  the  (white)  man  who 
killed  him.  The  girl,  as  her  father  asked 
her,  refuses  to  name  her  father’s 
murderer,"  Dr.  Banfield  recounted. 

She  said  the  book  contained  the  kind  of 
stereotypes  found  in  “plantation  liter¬ 
ature,”  with  the  “  ‘noble  black’  —  who 
would  sacrifice  his  own  life  for  the  sake 
of  his  ‘master’.” 

“On  the  surface  it  would  appear  the 
author  was  paying  tribute  to  the  religios¬ 
ity  of  blacks,  but  further  analysis  would 


Guidelines  for  review  outlined 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  The  director  of  the 
Council  on  Interracial  Books  for  Children 
(CIBC)  Racism  and  Sexism  Resource 
Center  for  Educators  outlined  for 
TM/UMR  five  areas  to  keep  in  mind 
when  reviewing  children’s  literature. 

Dr.  Robert  B.  Moore  indicated  the  fol¬ 
lowing  could  be  applied  to  secular  or 
church-related  materials  : 

•Historical  background  —  keep  in 
mind  from  whose  perspective  a  story  is 
being  told.  For  example,  when  writing  of 
pioneers  on  the  western  frontier,  is  the 
Native  American  view  presented  as  well 
as  that  of  the  white  settlers ; 

•Culture  and  customs  —  when  a 
minority  people  are  portrayed,  is  the 
view  provided  superficial  and  “exotic." 
So  many  stories  about  Chinese-  Ameri¬ 
can  children,  for  instance;  deal 
only  with  the  Chinese  New  Year 
celebration  without  taking  a  look  at  the 
cultural  traditions  and  values  behind 
such  events ; 

•Language  and  terminology  —  what 
kinds  of  words  are  used  to  describe 
ethnic  minority  people.  Do  the 
terms  have  negative  connotations  such 
as  some  of  those  Dr.  Beryle  Banfield, 


council  president,  described  in  “Words 
by  Heart"  when  speaking  before  the 
UMC  Women’s  Division  meeting  ; 

•Characterizations  —  whether  a 
person  is  portrayed  using  stereotypes 
and  cliches,  such  as  the  “noble  black” 
which  Dr.  Banfield  said  was  described  in 
“Words  by  Heart”; 

•Illustrations— what  drawings  or 
pictures  are  used  in  books  can  speak 
even  more  loudly  than  words,  Dr.  Moore 
said.  He  used  as  an  example  the  frequent 
drawings  of  Hispanics  wearing  sandals 
and  taking  a  nap  while  leaning  against  « 
cactus. 

“We  don’t  advocate  people  taking 
books  off  the  shelves,”  Dr.  Moore  said  of 
his  non-profit  educational  organization 
which  promotes  more  accurate  depiction 
of  people  and  their  experiences  in 
children’s  literature  and  textbooks.  It 
surveys  materials  for  discriminatory 
portrayals  of  men  and  women,  handi¬ 
capped  persons  and  older  people  as  well 
as  racism. 

“We  try  to  develop  material  for 
librarians,  teachers  and  students  to  help 
them  learn  to  use  biased  materials 
constructively,"  he  added. 


Women  over  40  face  hardships 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  economic 
hardships  faced  by  women  over  40 
gained  the  attention  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  during  its 
spring  meeting  here. 

Resolutions  supporting  public  and 
private  pension  reform  and  giving  $5,000 
to  the  National  Coalition  on  Older 
Women’s  Issues  passed  unanimously 
during  the  meeting  of  the  division,  a  part 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  coalition  will  use  the  grant  to  work 
on  legislation  affecting  women  over  40, 
including  Social  Security,  pension 
reform,  employment  and  health 
insurance. 

The  division,  which  is  the  policy¬ 
making  body  for  28,000  local  units  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  requested  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Pensions  to 
conduct  a  study  of  UM  pension  plans  to 
assess  how  women,  including  widowed  or 
divorced  spouses,  are  treated. 

The  resolution  on  private  pension 
reform  recommends  that  mandatory 
survivor’s  benefits  for  widowed  spouses 
and  for  divorced  spouses  be  provided  on 
a  pro  rata  basis  and  that  pensions  be 


Bishop  opposes  cutbacks ,  changes 
in  federal  education  funding  plan 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  bishop  appeared  before  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives’  Com 
mittee  on  Education  and  Labor  here  last 
month  in  support  of  the  testimony  of 
Marian  Wright  Edelman,  president  of 
the  Children’s  Defense  Fund. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the  East 
Ohio  area  said  he  was  in  total  agreement 
with  Ms.  Edelman  in  her  opposition  to 
the  Reagan  administration's  proposed 
program  toward  educational  spending. 

“The  Reagan  administration  wants  to 
consolidate  some  50  education  programs 
into  two  block  grants,  one  administered 
by  state  educational  agencies,  the  other 
flowing  directly  to  local  educational 
agencies,”  Ms.  Edelman  said.  “The 
federal  programs  that  are  the  very  back¬ 
bone  of  support  to  poor,  educationally 
deprived  and  handicapped  children  are 
lumped  together  and  stripped  of 


provisions  that  ensure  procedural  safe¬ 
guards  ” 

“State  and  local  educational  agencies 
are  relieved  of  a  legislative  and 
regulatory  prescription  and  allowed  to 
set  their  own  priorities  as  to  the  amounts 
and  manner,  if  at  all,  programs  for 
vulnerable  populations  of  children  are  to 
be  funded  and  implemented,  ’  she  said. 

According  to  Bishop  Thomas,  the 
proposed  block  grants  will  not  be 
effective  because  of  the  “long  history  of 
the  states’  abuse  of  the  rights  of  the  poor, 
minorities  and  the  handicapped  " 

He  added  that  it  is  important  for  the 
churches  to  be  “careful  they  are  not 
fooled  by  the  rhetoric  of  the  present 
administration." 

Because  of  the  proposed  budget  cuts 
“reasonable  people  must  assume  that 
this  administration  is  out  to  deny  civil 
rights  to  handicapped  children  and  their 
parents,"  Ms.  Edelman  said. 


force  one  to  conclude  the  author  is 
perpetuating  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  slavemaster  did," 
Dr.  Banfield  added. 

The  Women’s  Division  resolution  said 
the  book,  written  by  Ouida  Sebestyen, 
“fails  to  recognize  the  political,  racial 
and  social  realities  that  shape  the  black 
experience  in  America .  ’  ’ 

The  resolution  said  the  story,  which 
takes  place  in  the  current  century,  not 
only  “distorts  the  meanings  of  struggle 
in  the  black  community,”  but  “promotes 
the  myth  of  passivity,  submissiveness 
and  complicity  as  an  answer  to 
oppression." 

The  resolution  requires  the  Women’s 
Division  to  send  letters  to  the  book’s 
publisher,  Atlantic,  Little  Brown,  and  to 
the  Reader’s  Digest,  who  chose  “Words 
by  Heart”  as  its  first-ever  condensed 
children’s  book.  The  International 
Reading  Association,  which  gave  the 
book  its  1980  Children’s  Book  Award  also 
will  receive  the  letter  asking  them  to  use 
“anti-racist  and  bias-free  guidelines 
when  selecting  children’s  books  in  the 
future.” 

The  Women’s  Division  further  calls  on 
United  Methodist  Women  “to  evaluate 
children’s  books  in  society  and  in  the 
church  to  determine  if  they  are 
promoting  racist  stereotypes  and 
biases." 

United  Methodist  Women  are  being 
asked  to  “encourage  public  librarians 
and  school  librarians  to  develop  work¬ 
shops  and  seminars  to  assist  persons  to 
identify  stereotypes  and  biases  in 
children's  books  and  to  introduce  non¬ 
stereotypical  literature.” 

The  division  also  extends  the  request 
for  monitoring  bias-free  material  to 
include  church  school  curriculum. 


Mr.  Oden,  a  member  of  the  recently 
formed  Commission  on  Theological  Edu¬ 
cation.  "Some  very  large  seminaries 
with  many  United  Methodists  have 
almost  no  ethnic  or  woman  student  or 
faculty  members." 

The  denomination’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  which  heard  Mr. 
Oden's  report,  strongly  supported  the  idea 
that  ministers  in  an  inclusive  denomina¬ 
tion  should  be  trained  in  an  inclusive 
environment. 

“There’s  no  better  way  to  get  the 
seminaries'  attention  than  through  this,” 
said  the  Rev.  Jerome  del  Pino  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  a  division  member. 

Mr.  Oden  said  the  review  commission 
sees  its  role  as  “helping  non-United 
Methodist  seminaries  become  more 
inclusive.”  If  they  don’t,  their  students 
will  not  be  recognized  for  UM  ordination. 

The  commission  will  make 
recommendations  on  50  seminaries  each 
spring  for  four  years  to  its  parent 
organization,  the  UMC’s  University 
Senate.  The  1980  General  Conference 
directed  the  Senate  to  undertake  the 
case-by-case  review. 

Some  of  the  50  seminaries  reviewed  this 
year  may  need  more  time  to  increase 
UM-related  teaching  and  to  meet  other 
criteria  such  as  ethnic  and  sexual  inclu¬ 
siveness,  Mr.  Oden  said.  The  review  com¬ 
mission,  in  those  cases,  is  likely  to  post¬ 
pone  a  recommendation  to  the  Senate 
until  next  year,  he  said. 


Others  may  indicate  an  unwillingness  tation. 


to  change  and  thus  may  lose  their 
accreditation  when  the  Senate  meets  in 
June.  A  half-dozen  already  have  written 
that  they  are  not  interested  in  going 
through  the  review. 

The  Rev.  William  Walker,  another 
member  of  the  review  commission,  said 
none  of  those  half-dozen  seminaries 
currently  has  more  than  two  or  three 
United  Methodist  students. 

The  review  commission  members  are 
not  talking  about  the  seminaries  by  name 
in  public  until  the  recommendations  are 
prepared,  Mr.  Oden  said. 

All  types  of  seminaries,  including  one 
prestigious  Ivy  League  school,  are  being 
required  to  send  additional  information 
after  their  original  responses  were  found 
to  be  inadequate,  Mr.  Oden  said.  On-site 
reviews  may  be  necessary  in  some  cases. 

“Other  denominations  have  applauded 
our  efforts,”  Mr.  Oden  said.  “I  think  they 
will  be  following  us. 

“I’m  getting  letters  from  many  of  the 
seminaries  saying  it’s  about  time  some 
denomination  took  this  seriously.” 

The  ordained  ministry  division  passed 
a  resolution  that  directs  annual 
conference  boards  of  ordained  ministries 
to  accept  a  degree  from  a  non-accredited 
seminary  if  a  ministerial  candidate  was 
enrolled  and  in  attendance  there  at  the 
time  the  seminary  lost  UMC  approval. 
However,  the  resolution  asks 
conferences  to  encourage  such  students 
to  transfer  to  an  approved  seminary  if 
their  present  seminary  loses  accredi- 


Rules  made  for  Koreans 


regarded  as  part  of  joint  property  to  be 
divided  in  divorce 

Recommendations  to  reform  Social 
Security  include  providing  equal 
treatment  of  women  homemakers  and 
women  workers,  recognition  of  the 
economic  value  of  homemaking  and 
child  rearing,  addressing  the  changing 
roles  of  women  during  their  lifetimes, 
and  providing  adequate  economic 
security  for  all  elderly  persons,  but 
particularly  women. 

Supporting  data  provided  during  a 
session  of  the  division  meeting  included 
one  item  which  created  nervous 
laughter:  that  78  percent  of  United 
Methodist  Women  are  45  years  or  older. 

Other  information  greeted  more 
seriously  was  that  the  average  yearly 
private  pension  benefit  for  a  woman 
worker  is  $970,  compared  to  $2,080  for  her 
male  counterpart. 

The  resolution  states  that  more  than  5 
million  women  over  the  age  of  65  live 
alone,  and  that  half  of  them  live  below 
the  offical  poverty  level.  Most,  however, 
had  not  always  been  poor  A  factor  is  the 
difference  between  the  average  Social 
Security  benefit  for  women,  which  is 
$2,760,  as  compared  with  $4,068  for  men. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  Korean  Methodist  Church 
pastors  shall  not  have  to  be  proficient  in 
English  to  transfer  into  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  according  to  guidelines 
adopted  here  by  the  UMC’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

Nonetheless,  after  transfer,  the 
immigrants  from  Korea  will  be  expected 
to  “develop  facility  in  English"  and  must 
have  “some  proficiency  in  English” 
before  being  accepted  into  full 
conference  membership 
The  rapid  rise  in  Korean  immigrants  in 
recent  years  has  made  them  the  fastest 
growing  segment  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  With  them  have  come  many 
ministers  and  members  of  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church.  The  ministers  tend  to 
want  to  join  the  UMC,  but  different  sets 
of  rules  among  annual  conferences  affect 
how  easily  they  can  accomplish  this. 

Some  conferences  require  the 
ministers  to  start  over  and  go  through 
the  whole  training  process  in  this  country 
while  others  ask  nothing  of  them, 
division  members  were  told. 

Annual  conferences  may  strengthen 
the  guidelines,  but  there  is  strong  moral 
persuasion  from  the  division  not  to  do  so, 
some  staff  persons  said. _ 


Under  the  guidelines : 

•  Pastors  with  full  membership  in  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  wanting  to  be 
fully  connected  elders  in  the  UMC  will  be 
expected  to  complete  a  course  on  the 
UMC’s  governing  structures  and  demon¬ 
strate  competency  in  English  so  they  can 
communicate  with  other  leaders  in  a 
predominantly  English-speaking 
denomination. 

•  Ordained  pastors  who  are  not  full 
members  of  the  Korean  denomination 
may  be  transferred  as  probationary 
members  who  would  embark  upon  a 
course  of  study  including  American 
history,  American  church  history,  UMC 
history  and  doctrine  and  the  study  of 
ministry  in  Asian-American 
communities. 

Several  members  of  the  division  stated 
that  all  Korean  pastors  with  whom  they 
have  been  involved  desired  extra 
training  so  their  ordination  would  not  be 
one  of  special  status  but  equal  to  that  of 
allother  ministers. 

Korean  ministers  have  a  right  to  be 
appointed  to  non-Korean  churches,  and  if 
they  desire  it,  then  they  also  have  the 
responsibility  to  develop  the  necessary 
skills  for  such  an  appointment,  the 
division’s  resolution  stated. 


Five  prominent  Americans  encourage  you 
to  join  them  on  their  personal  .  .  . 


JOURNEYS 
IN  FAITH 


Glimpses  of  history  in  the  making 

help  you  discover  who  these  headliners  really 

are  and  what  they  believe. 


JOURNEYS  IN  FAITH  is  edited 
by  ROBERT  A.  RAINES 
Director  off  Kirkridge  in  Bangor, 
Pennsylvania 

All  titles  are  $7.95 


TEN  COMMANDMENTS  FOR 
THE  LONG  HAUL 

Semi-poetic  musin^s,  vignettes,  and 
images  comprise  a  provocative  picture  of 
Daniel  Berrigan’s  life  in  the  past  twenty 
years.  “These  are  mere  notes,  describing 
an  unfinished  way.  There  is  more  to  be 
endured,”  says  Berrigan,  who  teaches, 
writes,  and  travels  throughout  the  world  in 
the  cause  of  peace  and  justice.  You  won’t 
want  to  miss  this  revealing  account  of  his 
faith  journey. 

HOPE  IS  AN  OPEN  DOOR 

Sister  Mary  Luke  Tobin  instills  in 
readers  a  greater  responsibility  for  relating 
the  justice  of  the  Gospel  to  our  troubled 
times  Through  her  experiences  at  Vatican 
II  and  her  friendship  with  Thomas  Merton, 
new  doors  of  perspective  have  opened, 
bringing  her  forth  as  an  active  voice  for  the 
world’s  oppressed.  Her  story  will  inspire 
others  to  follow  her  example! 

BY  WAY  OF  RESPONSE 

From  an  astute,  historian’s  eye  view  of 
the  world,  Martin  E.  Marty  allows  you  to 
view  his  spiritual  coming-of-age:  his  semi¬ 
nary  years,  his  parish  ministry,  his  life  on 
the  University  of  Chicago  campus,  his 
mature  activism  in  the  sixties  and  seven¬ 
ties,  and  his  participation  in  that  most 
prestigious  ecumenical  voice,  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Century.  This  journey  captures  the 
spirit  of  the  modem  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  man. 


SPEECH,  SILENCE,  ACTION 

The  Cycle  of  Faith 

Virginia  Ramey  Mollenkott  says,  "I  am 
sustained  by  the  fact  that  there  is  hope  for 
individuals,  the  church,  and  the  world  of 
the  1980s,  if  we  will  move  beyond 
either-or  dichotomies  and  toward  mutual¬ 
ity,  being  ‘subject  to  one  another  out  of 
reverence  for  Christ.’  ”  Her  own  “renais¬ 
sance  of  faith"  offers  fresh  hope  for 
readers  as  they  struggle  to  face  the  areas 
of  injustice  that  exist  in  the  world  and  in 
their  own  experiences. 

CREATIVE 

DISLOCATION— THE 
MOVEMENT  OF  GRACE 

With  humor  and  grace,  Robert  McAfee 
Brown  reflects  on  his  “creative  disloca¬ 
tions" — the  physical,  mental,  emotional, 
and  political  upheavals  that  have  shaped 
his  life.  The  result  is  a  gripping,  first-hand 
look  at  the  tumultuous  events  that  charac¬ 
terized  the  past  two  decades.  He  chal¬ 
lenges  others  to  uncover  beauty  wherever 
it  is  and  to  bring  beauty  where  it  has  not 
had  a  chance  to  be — among  the  poor  and 
the  oppressed  of  the  world. 
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Study  shows  friction 
with  flock  main  cause 
of  low  clergy  morale 


NEW  YORK  (UCC)— The  vast 
majority  of  clergy  suffer  from  morale 
problems,  if  the  findings  of  a  recent 
•study  conducted  among  United  Church  of 
Christ  ministers  in  central  Pennsylvania 
are  typical. 

*  Over  three-quarters  of  148  parish 
pastors  in  the  denomination’s 
•Pennsylvania  Central  Conference  report 
that  they  have  suffered  at  one  time  or 
another  from  low  morale.  They  change 
parishes  and  even  consider  changing 
professions  as  a  result  and  are  reluctant 
to  talk  about  their  feelings  to  anyone 
except  their  spouses. 

The  number  one  cause  of  low  morale  is 
friction  between  clergy  and  their 
parishioners,  the  study  goes  on  to  say. 
Salary  levels  have  little  impact. 

According  to  Ralph  Quellhorst,  New 
York,  associate  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ’s  Office  for  Church  Life  and 
Leadership,  the  purpose  of  A  Study  of 
Clergy  Morale  is  to  recognize  the 
symptoms  of  low  morale  prevalent 
among  clergy,  so  that  ministers  may  be 
helped.  Because  of  their  joint  concern 
with  the  widespread  problem,  the 
national  church  agency  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Central  Conference  asked 
Loyde  H.  Hartley,  dean  of  Lancaster 


Theological  Seminary,  Pa.,  and  director 
of  its  Research  Center  in  Religion  and 
Society,  to  make  the  study.  Three- 
quarters  of  the  denomination’s  parish 
ministers  in  the  region  participated  in  it. 

Low  morale  is  defined  as  any  negative 
feeling  or  attitude  which  reduces 
effectiveness  and  enthusiasm  for  the  job. 
When  asked  if  their  work  has  ever  been 
affected  by  low  morale,  83.9  percent  of 
the  ministers  polled  said  yes.  Probing 
further,  the  report  concludes  that  about 
half  the  clergy  in  the  conference  “at  any 
given  time  may  be  working  with  the 
handicap  of  some  degree  of  low  morale.  ” 

One-third  of  those  with  problems  say 
they  are  serious  or  very  serious.  As  the 
result  of  such  feelings,  about  a  third  of 
those  who  have  suffered  low  morale 
changed  churches,  and  two-thirds 
considered  leaving  the  ministry. 

The  survey  further  reveals  that  two- 
thirds  of  those  with  low  morale  have 
some  difficulty  in  discussing  their 
problem  with  other  clergy  and  that  they 
tend  to  reveal  their  frustrations  to  very 
few  members  of  their  churches 

Particularly  important,  the  study 
claims,  is  “the  often-destructive  way  in 
which  laity  handle  dissatisfaction  with 
clergy.” 


Puerto  Rico’s  fate  viewed 

Speaker  charges  U.S.  avoiding  self-determination 


Pipe  organ  finds  new  life 

FORT  WORTH,  Tex.  —  Dean  Huff,  an 
organ  technician,  ties  into  position  in  the 
new  chapel  organ  at  Texas  Christian 
University  (TCU),  remnant  pipes 
recovered  from  a  1914  model,  formerly 
used  by  Fort  Worth’s  First  Christian 
Church. 

The  old  pipes  —  made  of  wood  and 
producing  a  flute-like  sound  —  were 
added  to  metal  ones  in  the  school’s 
organ. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Thirty  years 
ago  Puerto  Rico  made  a  compact  with 
the  U.S.  Congress  that  was  supposed  to 
begin  a  process  of  growth.  That  compact 
has  not  been  honored  and  there  is  no 
sense  of  urgency  about  the  Puerto  Rican 
problem,  according  to  a  professor  of 
political  science  at  the  University  of 
Puerto  Rico. 

“To  the  absentmincJedness  of  Congress 
has  been  added  deafness  and  inaction,” 
charged  Arsenio  Torres,  a  member  of  the 
Popular  Democratic  Party  (PDP)  and  a 
former  senator.  “President  Carter’s 
hollow  promise  of  self-determination  has 
been  an  instrument  of  evasion.” 

Mr.  Torres  addressed  a  symposium  on 
Self-Determination  for  Puerto  Rico  held 
at  the  Interchurch  Center  here  March  26- 
28.  Co-chairing  the  consultation  were  the 
Rev.  Eli  Rivera,  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  national 
missions  arm,  and  the  Rev.  Lucius 
Walker  Jr.,  director  of  the  Interreligious 
Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
(IFCO). 

The  governor  of  Puerto  Rico,  Carlos 
Romero  Barcelo,  did  not  accept  an 
invitation  to  address  the  consultation.  A 
letter  that  he  asked  to  be  given  to 
participants  was  highly  critical  of  the 
meeting. 

The  governor  objected  on  two  grounds : 
Puerto  Rico’s  political  parties  had  not 


Priest  leaves  ministry ,  cites  ‘burnout 


By  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 
BALTIMORE  —  The  word  from  the 
current  vernacular  to  describe  his 
situation,  said  the  Rev.  Halsey  M.  Cook, 
is  “burnout.” 

Discussions  of  career  changes  among 
the  clergy  most  often  focus  these  days  on 
the  dramatic  incidence  of  Catholics 
leaving  the  celibate  priesthood  to  get 
married.  That  obviously  does  not  apply 
:  to  the  longtime  rector  of  Baltimore’s  Old 
‘  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  He  not  only 
.  is  a  padre  in  the  ecclesiastical  sense;  he 
is  the  devoted  father  of  six  children. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of  growing 
.  disenchantment  with  lifetime  commitments 
.to  the  parish  ministry,  and  Father  Cook 
'  shed  some  light  on  this  in  a  recent  interview. 
.In  a  recent  letter  to  his  congregation,  he 
-.announced  a  decision  he  reached  on  a  sabba¬ 
tical  that  began  Jan.  1.  After  half  a  life¬ 
time  as  a  parish  priest  the  53-year-old  rector 
will  be  leaving  for  a  new  career  in  business 
on  June  30. 

“The  longer  I  have  been  on  sabbatical 
the  clearer  it  has  become  to  me  that  20 
years  as  rector  of  Old  St.  Paul’s  is 
enough,"  Father  Cook  said  in  his  letter. 

History  of  Hymns 

‘Alleluia’ 

;  often  found 
j  in  lyrics 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

I  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*  Hearts  to  heaven  and  voices  raise; 

*  Sing  to  God  a  hymn  of  gladness, 

J  Sing  to  God  a  hymn  of  praise. 

J  He  who  on  the  cross  as  Savior 
\  For  the  world 's  salvation  bled, 

Jesus  Christ,  the  King  of  Glory, 

‘  Now  is  risen  from  the  dead. 

\  “Alleluia”  is  an  exciting  word  in  the 
;  Christian  vocabulary.  It  has  been 
especially  associated  with  the 
!  celebration  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ. 

Among  the  early  Christians,  it  was  an  oft 
•I  repeated  greeting.  “Christ  is  risen!”  one 
\  would  say  to  another,  and  the  reply 
'  would  be  “Alleluia.” 

!;  The  word  means  “Praise  Jehovah”  or 
\  “Praise  ye  the  Lord,”  and  as  “alleluia” 

<  (or  the  Hebrew  “hallelujah”),  it  is  a 
'  common  word  in  many  languages. 

I  George  F.  Handel’s  “Hallelujah 

*  Chorus,”  a  classic  in  choral  literature, 

!  uses  the  word  45  times. 

The  word  is  found  in  our  hymnals,  and 
1  one  of  the  interesting  uses  is  in  a  hymn  by 
I  Christopher  Wordsworth,  written  during 
[  or  before  1872.  There  is  a  double 
I  “alleluia”  in  the  first  line  of  the  hymn, 
l  and  again  in  the  seventh  line  of  the  final 

1  stanza. 

J  An  Anglican  minister,  Wordsworth 
J  served  for  eight  years  as  headmaster  of 
J  Harrow  School,  a  school  for  boys  near 
J  London,  whose  illustrious  graduates 
J  include  Robert  Peel,  Lord  Byron,  and 

*  Winston  Churchill. 

t  When  Wordsworth  became 

2  headmaster  of  Harrow,  discipline  was 
;  almost  non-existent.  His  strict  and 

inflexible  methods  to  correct  these 
I  problems  were  unsuccessful,  and  in  1844, 

I  he  was  given  other  responsibilities 
I  in  the  Anglican  Church. 

!  In  1850,  he  was  assigned  to  a  quiet 
‘  parish  in  a  small  village  called  Stanford- 
I  in-the-Vale  cum  Goosey,  where  he  served 
for  19  years.  During  these  years  he 
1  discovered  his  poetic  skills,  and  he  wrote 
:  .  extensively  encouraged  by  his  uncle,  the 
:  poet  William  Wordsworth. 

;  All  of  his  127  hymns  were  written 
!  during  these  years,  including  “Alleluia! 

;  Alleluia!”  based  on  1  Cor.  15:20,  “But 
;  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and 
■:  become  the  first-fruits  of  them  that 
:  slept.” 

The  hymn  is  usually  sung  to  the  tune 
named  “Hymn  to  Joy,”  a  singable 
,  melody  adapted  from  the  final 
movement  of  Beethoven’s  “Ninth 
;  Symphony,"  composed  1817-23. 

>  If  you  sing  this  hymn  Easter  Sunday, 

*  put  a  little  extra  joy  in  the  “alleluias.” 

*  Next  Week’s  Hymn:  "Come  Ye 

►  Faithful.  Raise  the  Strain" 


J? 

He  noted  that  his  tenure  at  this,  one  of 
the  nation’s  oldest  and  most  prestigious 
Episcopal  churches,  spanned  the 
administrations  of  six  presidents  of  the 
United  States  and  three  bishops  of  the 
Maryland  diocese. 

“They  have  been  years  filled  mostly 
with  joy  and  satisfaction  and 
achievement,”  he  wrote,  telling  of  “the 
joy  of  seeing  babies  I  baptized  graduate 
from  high  school.” 

Recalls  high  points 

One  of  the  high  points  of  his  ministry 
was  his  move  in  1964  from  a  comfortable 
suburban  parish  to  St.  Paul’s.  Another 
came  four  years  later  when  he  preached 
at  an  historic  ecumenical  service  in  the 
Catholic  Basilica  of  the  Assumption,  the 
first  non-Catholic  ever  to  speak  from  the 
old  cathedral’s  pulpit. 

A  hint  of  what  Father  Cook  now  calls 
the  “personal  cost  which  has  left  me 
temporarily  fatigued”  came  in  that 
sermon,  when  he  mentioned  the  five 


downtown  Episcopal  churches  struggling 
to  exist  separately  a  few  blocks  from  one 
another  when  it  would  be  “hard  enough 
to  justify  two.” 

Pointing  out  that  there  were  more  than 
twice  that  many  Christian  congregations 
in  the  same  dowtown  area  if  those  of 
other  denominations  were  counted,  he 
asked:  “How  long  will  our  laity  tolerate 
the  squandering  of  our  already 
inadequate  financial  resources  in 
maintaining  12  large  and  two-thirds 
empty  houses  of  prayer?  ” 

As  for  himself,  “now  I  have  an  urgent 
desire  to  develop  a  simpler  manner  of 
living  than  is  possible  with  the  inevitable 
stress  inherent  in  the  help-giving 
professions,”  he  said.  Because  he 
considers  teaching  another  such 
profession,  he  will  not  turn  in  that 
direction,  as  many  retired  or  semi- 
retired  clergy  do,  but  to  business. 

His  future  is  not  entirely  clear  in  his 
own  mind  yet,  though  he  will  be  working 
for  a  marketing  firm  as  a  consultant  for  a 


while  and  doing  some  industrial  engi¬ 
neering  work,  for  which  his  under¬ 
graduate  years  at  Columbia  prepared 
him. 

One  of  the  many  pieces  of  advice 
Father  Cook  said  he  received  as  he 
pondered  leaving  the  ministry  was  an 
open  letter  to  the  nation’s  Episcopal 
clergy  from  Robert  A.  Terrill,  former 
rector  of  a  large  church  in  a  Chicago 
suburb  who  now  works  in  a  management 
position  at  the  University  of  Colorado. 

Graceful  leave 

“When  I  was  in  the  parish  ministry,  a 
number  of  my  friends  left  their  parishes 
under  difficult  personal  circumstances 
or  under  some  duress,”  Mr.  Terrill 
wrote.  "This  did  not  happen  to  me.  I 
resigned  my  parish  when  I  wanted  to,  at 
a  time  convenient  for  me,  under  the  most 
honorable  of  circumstances.  It  can  be 
done  this  way.  One  need  not  fall 
completely  apart  or  ‘go  down  the  tubes’ 
in  order  to  leave  the  parish  ministry. 


Sculpture  captures  Christ’s  suffering 


CIUDAD  REAL,  Spain  —  This  sculpture  —  “Christ  at  the 
Column”  is  one  of  many  works  of  art  which  commemorate  the 
trials  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  hours  leading  up  to  the  pain  of  the 
crucifixion  and  the  glory  of  the  resurrection,  marked  by  Good 
Friday  and  Easter — for  most  Christian  churches,  celebrated 
this  weekend. 


Dear  Deborah 


Widow  advised  to  end  relationship 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  widow  52-years-old.  I  met 
a  wonderful  man  six  months  ago  and  fell 
deeply  in  love.  He  is  married  to  a  woman 
who  is  in  a  mental  institution  and  has 
been  told  she  will  never  recover.  She  is 
like  a  vegetable  yet  he  goes  to  see  her 
every  week,  a  trip  that  takes  a  whole 
day. 

He  has  told  me  that  he  loves  me  but 
cannot  divorce  his  wife  as  long  as  she 
lives.  I  respect  his  deep  loyalty  and  this 
is  probably  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  love 
him.  He  would  like  to  have  sexual 
relations  with  me  but  hasn't  pressured 
me  at  all.  I  miss  my  husband  very  much 
and  would  like  a  physical  relationship 
myself. 

I  talked  to  my  pastor  about  this  and  he 
advised  me  to  stop  seeing  this  man  and 
try  to  find  a  mate  who  can  be  part  of  my 
future  as  well  as  the  present.  Do  you 
agree ? 

N.  T. 

Dear  N  T.: 

I  agree.  I  can  vision  only  difficult  times 
ahead  if  you  continue  dating  this  married 
man.  He  is  asking  too  much  of  you  to 
compromise  yourself  in  a  dead-end 
relationship.  You  have  a  long  future 
ahead  so  search  for  a  lasting,  committed 
and  whole  relationshio.  Good  luck  to  you. 


Dear  Deborah: 

I'm  13-years-old,  and  I  go  to  an  all  girls 
boarding  school.  Sometimes  I  get  a 
feeling  towards  the  other  girls  like  more 
than  a  friend  relationship.  Is  this 
normal ?  I  haven't  had  any  feelings  for 
boys  yet.  but  most  of  the  girls  have  been 
going  on  dates  since  sixth  grade. 

One  time  I  was  overcome  and  tried  to 
have  sexual  relations  with  a  girl  in  my 
dorm.  She  spread  the  rumor,  and  now  I 
have  no  friends.  What  should  I  do?  I 
really  need  your  help.  I  have  faith  in  God 
that  he  can  help  me  through  this  crisis  — 
if  only  you  will  answer  my  letter, 
otherwise  I  don't  know  what  I'll  do. 

L.  W. 

DearL.  W.: 

You  asked  me  to  use  your  anonymous 
name  in  answering  and  I  am  going 
further  and  using  only  the  initials  of  your 
anonymous  name.  First  point  is  that  you 
are  not  abnormal;  many  young  people  of 
both  sexes  are  attracted  to  members  of 
their  own  sex  during  the  formative 
years.  In  an  all  girls  school  there  must  be 
a  counselor.  Is  this  person  someone  you 
feel  you  can  trust  to  share  your 
concerns? 

You  need  very  much  to  talk  to  someone 


been  asked  to  participate  in  the  planning, 
and  the  initial  announcement  of  the 
meeting  quoted  United  Nations 
Resolution  1514  calling  for  self- 
determination  for  Puerto  Rico. 

He  maintained  the  UN  “recognizes 
independence— and  only  independence 
—  as  a  legitimate  form  of  ‘self- 
determination’  for  non-sovereign 
peoples."  The  governor  is  known  to  be  a 
proponent  of  U.S.  statehood. 

A  second  speaker  on  political 
alternatives  for  Puerto  Rico  was  Carlos 
Gallisa,  president  of  the  Puerto  Rican 
Socialist  Party,  who  championed 
independence. 

Luis  Nieves  Falcon,  schedb  d  to 
represent  the  Puerto  Rican  1  depen¬ 
dence  Party,  was  unable  to  attend  after 
reportedly  being  in  an  auto  accident. 

Mr.  Torres,  whose  PDP  supports 
continuing  the  island’s  commonwealth 
status,  said  the  U.S.  was  willing  to  extend 
welfare  benefits  to  Puerto  Rico  but  had 
withheld  political  rights. "The  net  result 
is  dependency,”  he  said.  “Far  from 
enhancing  self-determination  it  results  in 
a  relapse  into  colonialism" 

Political  rights  problem 

He  said  the  problem  of  Puerto  Rico 
was  a  problem  of  political  rights,  and  he 
called  on  all  “anti-assimilation  forces  on 
the  island  to  achieve  a  fully  developed 
commonwealth." 

Mr.  Gallisa  said  Operation  Bootstrap, 
inaugurated  in  1948,  was  “to  take  us  out 
of  poverty,  eliminate  unemployment, 
and  attract  investors  by  low  wages  and 
tax  exemptions.  The  expectations 
started  to  vanish  in  the  mid-60s”  as 
Puerto  Rico  was  brought  into  U.S. 
programs  of  federal  aid  such  as  food 
stamps,  student  loans  and  aid  to 
municipalities.  Now  with  federal 
programs  in  jeopardy  under  the  Reagan 
Administration,  a  new  crisis  threatens, 
he  said. 

He  also  noted  the  credibility  of  the 
electoral  process  is  questioned  due  to 
fraud  in  the  last  election.  “Five  months 
later  we  don’t  know  who  controls  the 
(Puerto  Rican)  House”  since  the  election 
returns  are  before  the  Supreme  Court 
and  no  decision  is  expected  until  1982. 


“The  U.S.  government  has  the 
responsibility  to  start  the  decolonization 
policy,”  Mr.  Gallisa  stated.  “The  process 
of  self-determination  must  be  preceded 
by  the  transfer  of  power  to  the  people.  ” 

In  his  rebuttal  Mr.  Torres  described 
the  independence  parties  as  “a  vanishing 
alternative”  since  they  got  less  than 
90,000  votes  in  the  last  election.  He  said 
the  statehood  forces  apparently  got 
756,000  votes  and  the  commonwealth 
forces  753,000. 

Mr.  Gallisa  countered,  “If  after  29 
years  as  a  commonwealth  we  have  less 
freedom,  we  should  investigate  another 
alternative.”  He  held  the  PDP  had  told 
the  people  they  can’t  govern  themselves 
so  “we  now  see  the  confusion  of  the 
colonized.” 

Economic  realities  discussed 

Richard  Weisskoff,  professor  of 
economics  at  Iowa  University,  reported 
he  recently  told  the  U.S.  Senate  Agri¬ 
culture  Committee  that  the  extension  of 
food  stamps  to  Puerto  Rico  in  1975  was 
“inappropriate  to  the  needs  of  the  island 
and  had  the  effect  of  economic  and  moral 
disaster.”  He  said  unemployment  rose  20 
percent  to  an  estimated  19  percent  of  the 
population,  the  price  of  food  rose  20 
percent,  and  the  amount  of  land  used  for 
farming  fell  from  82  percent  of  the  island 
in  1950  to  40  percent  in  1978. 

“It’s  on  the  farms  that  the  island’s 
problems  must  be  dealt  with,”  he  said. 
Puerto  Rico  can  attain  food  self- 
sufficiency,  he  maintained,  by  building  on 
the  30,000  small  farms,  opening  green 
belts  around  cities,  raising  prices  paid 
small  farmers  and  stopping  the 
importation  of  food  to  give  local  farmers 
a  chance.  He  advocated  cutting  food 
stamps  over  a  three-year-period. 

Victor  Agrait,  director  of  the  Puerto 
Rican  Industrial  Mission,  said  the 
pharmaceutical  and  petrochemical 
industries  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
tax  exemption  offered  by  Puerto  Rico 
and  more  than  50  pharmaceutical  plants 
operate  there.  Less  than  1  percent  of  the 
island’s  population  works  in  industry,  he 
stated,  noting  that  industry  had 
displaced  more  unskilled  workers  from 
the  land  than  it  employed. 


Religious  publishers  fear 
proposed  postal  rate  hike 


The  life-like  figures  in  this  work  by  Spanish  artist  Faustino 
Sanz  Herranz  of  Madrid  are  fashioned  from  wood.  The 
sculpture  draws  great  numbers  of  tourists  to  this  town  in  the 
southeast  part  of  Spain. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


WASHINGTON  (EP)  -  American 
religious  publishers,  many  of  whom  are 
already  in  perilous  financial  condition, 
are  banding  together  to  fight  a  proposed 
federal  budget  cut  that  they  say  would 
force  “a  large  number"  of  religious 
newspapers  and  magazines  to  cease 
publication.  Among  many  other  cost¬ 
cutting  measures,  the  Reagan 
administration  is  seeking  to  eliminate  a 
$289-million  postal  subsidy  to  nonprofit 
second-  and  third-class  mail  users,  a 
subsidy  regarded  as  the  “lifeblood”  of 
United  States  religious  periodicals. 
Congressional  committee  hearings  on 
the  matter  begin  this  month. 

Publishers,  who  have  been  battered  by 
sharply  escalating  distribution  costs,  say 
that  the  proposed  cut,  if  approved,  would 
double  postage  bills  for  the  typical 
religious  journal  on  Oct.  1  of  this  year. 

“It  would  threaten  the  existence  of  an 
independent  noncommercial  press  in  this 
country,”  warned  the  Rev.  Donald 
Hetzler,  executive  secretary  of 
Associated  Church  Press,  which 
represents  about  135  Christian 
magazines  and  papers  from  its 
headquarters  in  west  suburban  Geneva. 
“There’s  no  doubt  a  large  number  of  our 
member  publications  would  go  under." 
The  postal  subsidy  was  approved  by 
Congress  as  part  of  a  reorganization  of 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service  in  1970.  Its 
removal  would  increase  mailing  costs 
dramatically  for  the  journals  and 
newsletters  of  many  other  charitable  and 
special-interest  groups. 

“It’s  a  dastardly  deed  on  the 


administration’s  part,”  said  Alan 
Caplan,  the  Washington  liaison  for  the 
American  Jewish  Press  Association  in 
Philadelphia.  “We  knew  we  were  on  the 
hit  list,  but  the  ramifications  of  this  thing 
are  just  unbelievable."  The  proposed 
postal  cut  would  end  a  congressionally 
approved  16-year  plan  to  eliminate 
gradually  certain  mailing  privileges  for 
nonprofit  users.  The  plan  has  six  years 
left. 

Under  the  proposed  plan,  an  attorney 
for  the  coalition  said,  annual  postage 
costs  for  the  National  Catholic 
Development  Conference  would  increase 
by  $18  million  and  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association  would  face  an 
additional  $2.6  million  in  mailing  costs 
each  year.  But  the  full  force  of  the  cuts 
probably  would  be  felt  most  keenly  by 
religious  publications,  analysts  say, 
especially  those  with  limited  access  to 
advertising  revenue  and  denominational 
subsidies. 

“This  has  the  dimensions  of  disaster 
for  us,”  said  James  A.  Doyle,  executive 
director  of  the  Catholic  Press 
Association  in  Rockville  Centre,  N.Y., 
the  country’s  largest  religious  press 
grouping  with  300  member  publications. 
“The  voices  we  represent  will  be  muted, 
and  in  some  cases  silenced.  And  that's 
not  what  government  is  supposed  to  do.” 

Mr.  Hetzler  said  that  the  social 
consequences  of  a  diminished  religious 
press  in  America,  regardless  of  one’s 
opinion  of  the  value  of  such  publications, 
would  be  far-reaching  and  devastating  to 
the  "quality  of  life  for  all  of  us. 


who  can  help  you  out  more  than  I  can  by 
letter  —  someone  to  whom  you  can  talk 
freely  about  sexual  matters.  Perhaps 
you  should  consider  the  possibility  of 
changing  to  a  co-ed  school  situation 
where  you  will  have  as  much  contact 
with  boys  as  with  girls.  Sixth  grade  is  a 
bit  early  for  dating  in  my  opinion  (other 
than  group  dating)  and  you  are  just 
about  ready  now  to  begin  to  think  about 
dating.  God  will  indeed  help  you  through 
this  crisis  and  all  others.  Ask  God  for 
help  and  guidance  —  His  help  may  very 
well  come  to  you  through  a  good 
counselor.  Do  write  me  again  and  let  me 
know  how  you  are  feeling. 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  The  biblical  Deborah  helped  her 
people  settle  their  problems  and  our 
modern  Deborah  is  a  counselor  who 
offers  her  insight  into  contemporary 
personal  needs.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Although  individual  letters  cannot  be 
answered,  questions  for  the  column  will 
be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


Resurrection  word  puzzle 

Directions:  The  words  are  printed  backward,  forward,  up,  down,  and 
diagonally.  Draw  a  line  around  them  and  check  the  list.  There  is  also  a  hidden 
message  concerning  the  resurrection. 

ANGEL,  ARIMATHEA,  BARABBAS,  BETHANY,  CRUCIFY  CRY  CYRENE 
DEATH,  EMMAUS,  FORGIVENESS,  GALILEE.  GOD,  HEROD,  JERU^ 


KING,  LIFE,  MARY,  MEN,  1 
STONE,  TOMB,  WOMEN. 

PILATE,  SALVATION, 

SIMON,  SON,  SPICE, 
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Good  Samaritan  Offering 
to  be  received  this  week 


LAFON 


Serving  the  needs 
of  elderly  persons 

.  Since  1975,  when  Lafon  lost 
accreditation,  and  efforts  to  erect  a  new 
building  were  fruitless,  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  have  worked 
untiringly  to  put  together  the  kind  of 
program  that  would  build  a  new  facility 
and  put  back  into  operation  the  more 
than  a  century-old  institution. 

Dr.  Prenza  L.  Woods,  chairperson  of 
the  Harry  R.  Kendall  Trust  Fund 
Committee  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  of  the  UM  Church, 
and  Dr.  Charles  Kellogg,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Kendall  Fund,  have 
been  largely  responsible  for  a  grant  of 
$400,000  to  help  finance  the  project. 

Many  churches,  across  the  conference, 
have  made  pledges  and  contributed  to 
the  growing  building  fund;  as  have 
persons  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Samuel  Walker,  chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  says,  “we  are 
presently  following  through  on  our  last 
major  effort  to  rebuild  Lafon  Home  .  .  . 
We  have  met  every  requirement  to 
secure  a  major  portion  of  the  much 
needed  funds  from  the  federal 
government  (FHA)  and  a  smaller 
amount  from  Urban  Development  Action 
Grand  (UDAG),  through  the  City  of  New 
Orleans.  The  Board  of  Directors 
anxiously  awaits  the  (time)  when  we  will 
receive  an  answer  to  our  request  in  the 
affirmative.” 


Retirement 

homes 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Karl  Tooke  now 
occupy  the  home  in  Ruston  that  was 
formerly  occupied  by  Mrs.  John  Geick. 
Reverend  Tooke  spent  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $10,000  remodeling  this 
home.  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Oakley  Lee 
are  temporarily  occupying  the  home  in 
Westlake.  The  Natchitoches  home  will  be 
occupied  by  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Burl 
Dampier  after  Annual  Conference. 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  James  Hodges 
moved  to  Mississippi,  and,  at  present, 
the  Lakeview,  Minden  home  is 
unoccupied. 

The  Board  has  four  applications  for 
homes  in  the  year  1982,  and  five 
additional  applications  for  homes  over 
the  next  five  years.  Only  you  can  make  it 
possible  for  the  Board  to  meet  this 
responsibility. 

In  May,  the  Board  received  $7,812.50 
from  the  Good  Samaritan  offering.  We 
received  an  additional  $6,848.77  from  the 
Conference  Treasurer.  Through  our 
office,  we  received  $9,469.73,  for  a  total 
income  for  the  year  of  $24,131.00. 
However,  $5,700  of  this  was  dedicated  to 
specific  homes  for  remodeling;  making 
our  net  income  for  building  purposes 
$18,431.  In  the  year  1979,  we  received  just 
over  $21,000.  In  February  of  this  year, 
however,  we  received  $8,125  from  the 
Christmas  Good  Samaritan  offering.  So, 
although  we  received  a  little  less  than 
usual  in  1980,  there  was  only  one  Good 
Samaritan  offering  for  the  year.  With 
two  offerings  each  year  and  with  the 
continued  support  of  funds  dedicated  to 
the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  we 
will  be  able  to  build  Vz  house  per  year. 
Each  home  will  cost  in  excess  of  $40,000. 
We  have  four  churches  that  would  like  to 
participate  in  constructing  a  house  on  a 
fifty /fifty  basis. 

As  of  January  24,  1981,  we  had 
$36,343.30  in  our  Building  Fund.  With  our 
anticipated  income  for  1981,  we  will  be 
able  to  build  three  of  the  homes  needed  in 
1982.  With  the  vacancy  in  Minden,  we  will 
be  able  to  place  the  four  applicants  for 
1982. 

Your  continued  interest  and  support  is 
vital  for  us  to  be  able  to  continue  to 
provide  homes  as  they  are  needed. 

James  L.  Adams,  chairperson 


The  work  that  your 
gift  makes  possible 


“Serving  the  present  age”  often  means  using  the  latest  and  Rev.  Paul  Durbin  follow  closely  behind  the  doctors 
technology  and  research  to  help  heal  little  bodies,  as  well  and  nurses  to  be  part  of  the  team  that  heals  a  whole 
as  ministering  spiritually  to  them.  Rev.  John  Koelemay  person. 


LAFON  HOME  —  A  nursinghome 
serving  the  elderly  and  needy  since  1867. 
Lafon  is  non-operational  at  present, 
awaiting  the  construction  of  a  new  and 
greatly  needed  facility. 

METHODIST  CHILDREN  S  HOME  - 
A  multi-service  child  care  facility 
providing  residential,  emergency,  and 
foster  care  to  school  aged  children  and 
youth  from  throughout  the  state. 
Emphasis  is  upon  family  reconstruction 
with  counseling  for  both  die  child  and  the 
family. 

METHODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL  -  A 
home  for  abused,  abandoned,  and 
neglected  children,  ages  2-14. 
Emergency  shelter  is  provided,  plus 
rehabilitation,  therapeutic  treatment, 
and  psychiatric  evaluation  in  a  family 
type  atmosphere.  Sixty  staff  persons  plus 
volunteer  workers  cared  for  311  children 
last  year. 

PENDLETON  MEMORIAL 
METHODIST  HOSPITAL  -  A  330-bed 
hospital  in  the  East  Gentilly  area  of  New 


Orleans,  serving  patients  from  southern 
Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  Gulf  coast. 
Pendleton  offers  quality  medical  care  in 
a  Christian  environment,  as  well  as 
offering  medical  services  to  those  unable 
to  pay. 

PEOPLE  S  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
—  A  multi-service  community  center 
serving  the  central  city  area  of  New 
Orleans.  It’s  Christian  environment  and 
variety  of  services  promote  development 
of  spiritual,  physical,  mental,  social,  and 
emotional  well-being. 

RETIRED  MINISTER  S  HOMES  —  A 
six-unit  apartment  complex  and  30 
homes,  located  in  all  nine  districts  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  providing 
homes  for  retired  ministers,  their 
widows,  and  disabled  ministers  and  their 
families. 

As  you  can  see,  these  six  agencies 
minister  to  a  wide  variety  of  needs.  Your 
gift  of  support  will  enable  them  to  bring 
the  light  of  Christ  into  countless  numbers 
of  lives. 


People’s  Center 

service  units 
exceed  200,000 

Although  Rev.  William  London, 
Director  of  People’s  Community  Center 
did  not  send  copy  for  inclusion  in  this 
Special  Page,  the  report  from  People’s 
Community  Center  to  the  Annual 
Conference  tells  of  a  “good  year”  for  the 
institution. 

Peoples  is  located  in  the  “center-city” 
area  of  New  Orleans,  and  serves  the 
needs  of  persons  who  live  there.  Mr. 
London’s  conference  report  speaks  about 
being  licensed  for  132  children  in  the  Day 
Care  Program  and  being  filled  to 
capacity;  and  of  being  licensed  to 
provide  meals  for  82  children  in  the 
afternoon,  “out  of  school”  supper 
program;  and  of  this  also  being  filled  to 
capacity. 

One  impressive  figure  in  the  report  is  a 
line  which  speaks  about  the  “total  units 
of  service  for  1980  was  equal  to  203,901.” 
That  is  an  awful  lot  of  people  being 
served  in  the  name  of  Christ. 


MCH 

Ministry  to  families 


To  serve  the  present  age 


“To  serve  the  present  age, 

My  calling  to  fulfill, 

O  may  it  all  my  powers  engage 
To  do  my  Master's  will.  " 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  can  almost  use  these  verses  as  a 
corporate  directive.  We  were  called  into 
being  by  God  “to  serve  the  present  age” 
with  healing  —  physical,  emotional,  and 
spiritual.  We  strive  “to  do  (our)  Master’s 
will.” 

Part  of  that  “will”  is  to  serve  those 
persons  with  little  or  no  resources  for 
hospital  care.  The  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
was  established  in  the  hospital  twelve 
and  one-half  years  ago  so  that  we  might 
offer  care,  in  the  Name  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church,  to  such 
persons.  Louisiana  Methodists  have  been 
helping  us  to  offer  such  blessings  ever 


since. 

Fiscal  1980  was  a  banner  year  in  our 
“Free  or  Part-pay  Care”  program. 
$412,005.00  were  spent  in  our  charity 
service.  Needless  to  say,  the  Church  did 
not  begin  to  provide  this  kind  of  money. 
But  that  which  the  Hospital  did  receive 
from  local  churches  and  individual 
United  Methodists  was  used  with  a  real 
sense  of  stewardship.  We  blessed  the 
lives  of  many  because  of  your  support. 
We  can  bless  the  lives  of  many  more  as 
funds  are  made  available. 

We  urge  you  to  support  generously  the 
Good  Samaritan  Offering.  All  of  our 
church  institutions  exist  and  offer 
services  to  children,  youth  and  adults 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana  may  “serve  the  present  age, 
(our)  calling  to  fulfill.” 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  owned 
by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
is  governed  by  a  Board  of  Directors 
whose  election  is  subject  to  Conference 
approval.  MCH  is  certified  by  the 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  is  licensed  by  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Resources. 

The  primary  purpose  of  MCH  is  to 
assist  children  and  their  families  in 
making  a  positive  plan  for  their  future 
while  providing  total  care  to  the  child  in  a 
stable  family  life  environment  of 
Christian  love  and  concern.  This  is  done 
through  the  various  programs  of 
emergency  shelter  care,  residential 
group  care,  foster  care,  evaluation,  and 
continuing  education. 

The  agency  is  located  on  40  acres  of 
land  on  the  south  edge  of  Ruston.  There 
are  six  modern  and  well  furnished 
reisdences  for  children  which  can  house 
as  many  as  10  children  each.  In  addition, 
there  is  an  emergency  shelter  and 
evaluation  facility  that  can  house  12 
children.  Holt  Activities  Center  provides 
rooms  for  recreation  and  crafts  as  well 
as  a  gymnasium  and  swimming  pool. 
Ezell  Chapel,  remodeled  in  1975,  contains 
space  for  the  religious  education  classes 
that  are  held  on  a  weekly  basis. 

The  agency  serves  school  aged 
children  from  throughout  the  entire  state 
without  regard  to  race,  religious 
preference,  or  economic  condition  of  the 
family.  However,  parents  are  asked  to 
contribute  toward  the  child’s  expense 
according  to  their  financial  ability. 

During  1980  we  received  a  total  of  208 
inquiries  for  service.  In  spite  of  our 
emergency  shelter  and  evaluation 
houses  being  closed  three  months  for 
renovation,  we  were  still  able  to  provide 
emergency  shelter  for  45  children.  We 
also  brought  34  children  into  care  for 
evaluation  purposes. 

Out  of  the  34  children  evaluated  for 
residential  care,  29  were  admitted  to  the 
residential  program.  During  the  year,  we 
released  32  children  from  residential 


Abused neglected 
children  made  whole 


Nothing  is  more  cherished  in  a  "central  city”  area  than  a  safe  place  to 
play.  The  Church  helps  to  provide  that  through  the  Good  Samaritan  offering, 
and  the  work  at  People’s  Community  Center. 


care.  Out  of  this  total,  17  returned  home 
or  to  relatives,  3  went  to  a  foster  home 
and  2  entered  our  continuing  education 
program.  This  accounts  for  69%  of  those 
released.  It  was  necessary  for  the 
remaining  10  children  to  enter  various 
types  of  more  structured  and  controlled 
settings. 

The  cost  for  each  day  of  care  in  the 
emergency  shelter  and  evaluation 


programs  was  $35.87,  while  the  per  diem 
cost  of  residential  group  care  was  $35.40 
($53.28  is  the  national  average  for  United 
Methodist  Church  Homes,  1980).  You 
may  compare  these  figures  to  the  cost  of 
a  motel  room  for  one  night.  Besides 
providing  a  bed,  we  are  providing  for  all 
basic  physical  needs  as  well  as  special 
needs  such  as  education,  social 
adjustment,  and  Christian  nurture. 

—  Douglas  Williams,  Chaplain  — 


The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  the 
largest  emergency  shelter  facility  for 
abused  and  neglected  children,  ages  2-14, 
in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  The  Home  has  a 
capacity  of  60  children  at  a  time,  and 
receives  children  from  crisis  situations 
24-hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week,  from  a 
wide  area. 

The  facility  is  owned  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The  Superintendent  is 
appointed  by  the  Bishop  and  the  Board  of 
Directors  is  approved  by  the  session  of 
the  Annual  Conference. 

The  budget  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  1981  totals  $806,400.00  This 
provides  for  staffing,  child  care,  and  a 
variety  of  specialized  services.  These 
services  include  a  general  education 
program,  individual  and  group 
counseling,  creative  therapeutic 
programs,  and  psychiatric  evaluation 
and  consultation.  There  are  also 
provided  many  entertainment  and 
recreational  type  experiences. 

Basic  subsistance  funding  is  provided 
for  each  child  by  the  State.  The  “second- 
mile”  services  and  programs  are 
provided  by  gifts,  memorials,  honoraria, 
and  offerings  given  by  individuals, 
churches,  and  groups  to  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital. 

All  of  these  services  and  experiences 
are  rendered  in  an  atmosphere  of  family 
type  living  where  Christian  values  are 


Holt  Activities  Center  provides  recreational  opportunities  for  residents  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 


important. 

Wm.  P.  Fraser,  Superintendent 

the  melliodist 
home  hospital 


in  a  ministry  of 
temporary  care 
and  concern  for 
abandoned,  abused, 
needy,  and 
children. 


Ways  you  can 
do  even  more 


Many,  many  of  you  will  give  to  the 
Good  Samaritan  offering  this  year,  as 
you  have  given  during  the  past  year. 
And  those  offerings  will  make 
possible  an  every  expanding  ministry 
to  a  mission  field  in  our  own  state. 

There  are  others  of  you  who  would 
like  to  do  something  more  substantial, 
so  that  these  sue  institutions,  or  one 
than  you  have  special  concern  for, 
may  continue  to  expand  its  ministry. 

The  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  FOUNDATION  was 


created  expressly  for  that  purpose. 
There  have  been  many  persons  who 
chose  to  do  more  than  the  Easter  and 
Christmas  special  offerings,  and  who 
wanted  to  leave  a  substantial  amount 
for  one  of  these  institutions. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
about  how  you  could  accomplish  this, 
contact  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director, 
Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Foundation;  P.  O.  Box  3057;  Baton 
Rouge,  70821.  (504-927-7820). 
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CONFERENCE  PREVIEW 

Bulletins ,  Banquet  gearing  up  for  June  1-4 


Pre-Conference  Bulletin 


Irene  Williams  and  Gaynell  Jue  work  together  to  get  the  covers  of  the  pre¬ 
conference  bulletin  printed  so  they  can  be  sent  to  the  delegates. 


Carolyn  Powell,  left,  sets  the  bulletin  on  the  IBM  Composer,  while  Irene  Williams 
staples  the  bulletins  to  make  them  ready  for  shipment. 


Prior  to  annual  conference,  the  central 
offices  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference  compile  and  send  out  the  pre¬ 
conference  bulletin.  And  this  year  will  be 
no  different. 

The  bulletin  is  made  up  of  reports  from 
all  the  boards  and  agencies  of  the  church, 
together  with  a  conference  agenda  and 
instructions  to  all  delegates. 

The  reports  in  the  bulletin  are  sent  to 
the  central  office  by  April  1,  so  that  the 
same  reports  can  be  typed  and  printed 
and  mailed  by  May  1. 

This  is  done  so  that  delegates  to  the 
conference  can  be  prepared  for 
discussions  and  sessions  of  the 
conference.  It  is  sent  out  so  early 
because  delegates  attend  pre-conference 
training  sessions  in  each  district  and  the 
bulletin  is  a  valuable  asset  at  these 
sessions. 

But  who  does  this  work  once  the 
material  gets  to  the  main  office  and  the 
conference  deadline  approaches? 

It  starts  with  Mrs.  Carolyn  Powell. 
Carolyn  sets  all  the  information  for  the 
report  on  an  IBM  Composer. 

Mrs.  Irene  Williams  takes  it  from  there 
and  prints  the  bulletin  using  offset-style 
printing.  Irene  also  has  some  help  on  the 
bulletins  from  Gaynell  Jue. 

The  bulletins  are  printed,  all  1,500 
copies,  in  the  central  offices.  It  takes  25 
cases  of  paper,  with  5,000  sheets  of  paper 
to  a  case. 

For  1,500  copies,  3,000  sheets  of 
coverstock  are  used  for  the  front  and 
back. 

It  all  gets  stapled  and  then  over  1,000 
manila  envelopes  send  it  to  delegates  all 
over  the  state. 

It  may  sound  like  a  lot  of  work,  but  the 
pre-conference  bulletin  is  a  very 
important  document  for  delegates  to  the 
annual  conference. 


Around  the  Conference 


SHREVEPORT  -  The  Lakeview 
UMC  held  a  four-day  revival  with 
services  each  day,  starting  March  22- 
March  25.  The  following  speakers  and 
music  groups  were  on  hand  for  the 
services: 

Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President 
Centenary  College,  and  the 
,LSU-S  University  Choir. 

Dr.  Ed  Thomas,  Pastor  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  and  the 
Lakeview  Choir. 

The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  Southside 
UMC,  and  the  Mangum 
Memorial  Methodist  Choir. 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  District 
Superintendent,  and  the 
Centenary  College  Choir. 


GREENSBURG  -  A  prayer 
seminar  was  conducted  February  13- 
15  with  the  Greensburg  and  Wesley 
UM  Churches.  Dean  and  Mary  Lee 
Hill  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  were  there  to 
lead  the  discussion  groups  and 
provide  leadership  in  song. 

PLAQUEMINE  -  First  Church 
was  quite  busy  during  the  Lenten 
season  as  they  bought  a  new  organ, 
reroofed  both  educational  wings, 
painted  the  church  and  fellowship  hall 
and  bought  new  choir  robes. 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  First  Street 
UMC  held  a  series  of  six  Lenten  Study 
services  on  “Come  to  The  Cross.” 
Study  leaders  for  the  services  were 
the  Reverends  Alfred  Pollar,  Roger 


Transpers,  Roger  La  than,  Alfred 
Norris,  Russell  Jones  and  Nathaniel 
Williams. 

RAGLEY  -  Squyres  UMC  will 
celebrate  heritage  Sunday,  with 
special  recognition  given  to  the  4-H 
and  FFA  students  in  the  congre¬ 
gation. 

FARMERVILLE  -  April  26  marks 
the  start  of  their  revival,  with  the 
Rev.  Ray  Spillers  as  the  speaker. 
Services  will  be  held  at  7  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  starting  Sunday  and  ending 
Wednesday. 

RAYVILLE  —  The  Rev.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  will  lead  a  Preaching 
Mission  April  26-29.  Services  will  be  at 
7p.m. 


UMM  National  Congress  set  for  July  10-12 


LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  (UMNS)  - 
Former  United  Nations  Ambassador 
Andrew  Young,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols,  chief  Boy  Scout 
executive  James  L.  Tarr,  Upper  Room 
editor  Maxie  Dunnam,  and  Board  of 
Discipleship  general  secretary  Ezra 
Earl  Jones  will  be  among  the  speakers  at 
a  National  Congress  of  United  Methodist 
Men  on  the  Purdue  University  Campus 
here  July  10-12. 

Nearly  half  of  the  5,000  men  expected 
at  the  conference  had  registered  by  April 
1,  according  to  United  Methodist  Men 
(UMM)  offices  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  UMM 
executive  James  Snead  said  the  spiraling 
cost  of  travel  does  not  seem  to  be  deter¬ 
ring  the  men,  many  of  whom  have  at¬ 
tended  several  of  the  quadrennial  events. 


The  Rev.  Bert  Scott,  creator  of 
“Chrysalis” 


He  said  registrations  received  by  April  1 
already  included  more  men  from  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  than  attended  the 
1977  convocation  from  that  region.  Sev¬ 
eral  registrations  have  been  received 
from  countries  outside  the  United  States. 

Two  national  convocations  have  been 
held  since  Methodist-Evangelical  United 
Brethren  union  in  1968.  However,  the 
EUB  Church  had  qi^adrennial  national 
meetings  for  men  as  early  as  1947  and  the 
former  Methodist  Church  as  early  as 
1959. 

The  convocation  will  begin  at  3  p.m. 
July  10  and  close  after  morning  worship 
on  July  12. 

St.  Luke  UMC 
holds  ‘Chrysalis’ 

Chrysalis  Weekend,  described  as  a 
family-structured  growth  experience  for 
local  churches,  was  held  at  St.  Luke 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles,  March  13-15. 

The  Rev.  Bert  Scott,  originator  of  the 
event,  is  the  associate  director  of  the 
Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers 
Program. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons, 
pastor  at  St.  Lukes,  said  the  Chrysalis 
“provided  an  opportunity  for  church 
members  to  grow  personally, 
interpersonally  and  spiritually.” 

Evangelism  chairman  Bob  Hawks- 
worth  set  up  the  weekend  that  started 
Friday  night  with  a  covered  dish 
supper  and  a  general  session.  Saturday 
featured  a  general  session  and  Sunday 
was  an  inspirational  worship  service. 

Charles  Gaby  provided  the  musical 
leadership  for  the  event. 


There  were  4,294  local  UMM 

fellowships  registered  with  the  Board  of 

Discipleship  in  1980,  a  24  percent  gain 

over  1979. 

INFOSERV  helps  you  . . . 

•  Get  current  church  news. 

•  Obtain  program  information. 

•  Find  consultants  and  resources. 

•  Register  your  comment  and  opinion 
(to  be  given  to  appropriate  church 
agencies). 

•  Find  out  about  World  Service  and  the 
Advance. 

•  Learn  about  Missional  Priorities  and  the 
Mass  Communicatiohs  Fund. 


Call  800/261-8140 

8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  Central  Time 


Infjerv 

A  service  of 

United  Methodist  Communications 
in  cooperation 

with  general  boards  and  agencies. 
- UTC - - - 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


New  guidelines  bring 
immigrant  ministers 

to  UMC  . Page  2 

‘Abraham’  goes  on  stage 

in  July . Page  3 

Special  housing  needs  are  met  . .  Page  4 
Agencies’  retreats  need 

interpretation  . Page  2 


Stringfield 

leads  Iowa 
revival 


First  Street  Church 
celebrates  148  years 


This  is  one  of  the  displays  at  the  Montgomery  UMC  for  their  special  program  on 
world  missions.  Attendance  at  the  program  numbered  40. 


The  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield  led  the 
First  UMC  in  Iowa,  La.,  in  a  revival  that 
The  Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  termed,  “a 
rousing  success." 

The  Rev.  Stringfield  was  aided  in  the 
revival  with  special  music  provided  by 
the  Reverends  Ted  Stanley  and  Charles 
Lindsay,  with  Nancy  Marcantel  as  the 
pianist.  Linda  Conner  was  the  organist 
and  Betty  Rowell  was  the  music  director. 


Retired  Ministers  Banquet 


The  Retired  Minister’s  Banquet  at 
general  Conference  will  be  a  little 
different  this  year. 

Dr.  Jolly  Harper,  chairman  of  the 
special  committee  for  the  banquet,  said 
he  has  arranged  for  the  retired  ministers 
and  their  wives  to  have  a  wonderful  time. 

Dr.  Harper  said  the  banquet  will  begin 
with  a  memorial  service  to  the  deceased 
pastors.  This  service  will  be  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  a  retired 
minister  living  in  Alexandria. 

Welcoming  the  new  retirees  will  be 
Carl. 

The  Rev.  Don  Risinger  and  Dr.  James 
Harris  will  share  with  the  group  some  of 
the  many  things  retired  ministers  do. 
The  Rev.  Risinger  will  tell  about  his 
continued  ministry  at  the  Squyres 


Memorial  Church  north  of  Lake  Charles. 
The  church  is  named  after  the  Rev.  Rex 
Squyres. 

Dr.  Harris  will  also  share  his  work  with 
the  art  of  caning,  replacing  the  olds  parts 
of  fine  furniture  with  new  cane. 

Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron,  the  widow  of 
the  Rev.  George  Dameron,  will  speak  to 
the  group  about  widows  of  ministers. 

Keeping  bees  may  not  be  at  the  top  of 
all  ministers  list  of  things  to  do  when  they 
retire,  but  Mrs.  Helen  Walton,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Richard  Walton,  knows  what  it’s 
like  to  have  a  husband  that  does,  and 
lives  on  a  rice  farm  too. 

Dr.  Harper  says  the  banquet  will  begin 
at  noon,  Tuesday,  June  2,  at  the 
Broadmoore  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 


March  29  marked  the  148th  year  of  the 
First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  as 
a  Historic  Landmark  in  the  New  Orleans’ 
Black  Community. 

“Preparing  Today’s  Church  for 
Tomorrow’s  Need”  was  the  theme  for  the 
celebration,  said  the  Rev.  Abraham  E. 
Davis. 

The  guest  minister  for  the  service  was 
the  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  Chaplain  of 
Dillard  University.  Norris  is  a  former 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Jolly  Harper 


The  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield 


Executive  Secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  Education, 
and  a  Field  Worker  for  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions. 


Music  for  the  service  was  provided  by 
the  combined  choirs  of  the  church,  under 
the  direction  of  Mabel  Stateman,  Delores 
Murray  and  Karl  Francis.  Nelva 
Chambers  and  Marie  S.  Conway 
provided  a  duet. 


Missions  emphasized 
in  Montgomery  program 


A  day  of  emphasis  on  the  missions  of 
the  church  was  held  by  the  Montgomery 
United  Methodist  Church  in  conjunction 
with  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing, 
March  29. 

The  morning  worship  service,  which 
emphasized  the  UMC’s  and  the  local 
church’s  role  in  the  Hour,  featured  two 
filmstrips  that  showed  the  role  of  the 
church  in  the  Hour  and  also  the 
missionary  work  going  on  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  evening  worship  service  featured 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  More 
young  persons  are  members  of  United 
Methodist  Scouting  programs  than  in  the 
programs  of  any  other  religious  group, 
according  to  1980  statistics  recently 
released  by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

William  E.  Pearce,  a  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  member  who  has 
specific  responsibility  for  the  Scouting 
program  of  the  church,  said  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  second  only  to  the 
Parent  Teachers  Association  (PTA)  in 
the  number  of  youth  reached  through  the 


the  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit,  who  spoke 
about  the  UMC’s  missionaries  and  work 
that  is  being  done  by  those  people. 
Spitzkeit,  a  missionary  in  Korea  for  29 
years,  is  currently  serving  as  a  local 
pastor  in  the  Marksville  area . 

Displays  emphasizing  missions  and 
world  hunger  were  featured  in  the 
fellowship  hall  with  information 
pamphlets  for  those  that  attended  the 
evening  service. 


Scouting  program. 

A  total  of  292,806  youth  were  registered 
in  United  Methodist  chartered  units 
during  the  year,  an  increase  of  3,062  over 
1979.  Of  those,  155,852  were  in  Cub 
Scouting,  127,876  were  in  Boy  Scouting 
and  9,078  were  in  Exploring. 

Nationally,  3.2  million  youth  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Scouting  program. 
The  average  size  of  local  units  is  25  youth 
and  seven  adults  but  average  United 
Methodist  units  reported  27  youth  and 
seven  adults. 
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Mrs.  Mary  Linn  Miller  Caraway,  wife 
of  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway,  died  on  April 
8th.  Mrs.  Caraway  had  been  hospitalized 
since  an  automobile  accident  last  month. 

Dr.  Byron  C.  Taylor,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary  College, 
died  March  19  in  Dallas.  Dr.  Taylor 
retired  as  vice  president  emeritus  of 
Centenary  in  1976  after  serving  more 
than  14  years  in  that  capacity. 


United  Methodist  Scouting  programs 
involve  more  than  other  religions 
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Editorials 

Guidelines  should  be  used  to  bring 
immigrant  ministers  into  UMC 


In  the  last  decade  the  number  of  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  immigrating  from 
around  the  world  into  the  United  States 
—  many  because  of  the  same  political 
and  religious  oppression  bringing  unprec¬ 
edented  numbers  of  lay  Methodists  and 
non-Christians  to  U.S.  shores  —  has  in¬ 
creased  dramatically. 

These  ministers  have  been  frustrated, 
and  in  many  cases  insulted  and  angered, 
by  the  obstacles  created  by  annual 
conferences  in  their  efforts  to  become 
fully  accredited  ministers  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  serve  their  people. 

These  ministers  bring  special  skills  of 
language  and  culture  which  make  them 
best  suited  to  serve  new  immigrants. 
Too  frequently  culture  and  language  have 
been  perceived  as  problems  rather  than 
the  special  gifts  they  are  to  the  UMC. 

We  take  special  note  of  the  fact  that  to 
their  credit  the  obstacles  put  up  by  our 
denomination  have  not  stopped  many  of 
these  ministers  from  organizing  fellow¬ 
ships  and  worshipping  congregations. 
And,  not  surprisingly,  some  have  found 
other  denominations  to  be  more  accom¬ 
modating  and  receptive  to  receiving 
them  as  ministers. 

Some  annual  conferences  have 
required  fully  ordained  ministers  immi¬ 
grating  from  other  Methodist  churches 
outside  the  U.S.  to  start  over  and  train  in 
the  U.S.  before  being  accepted  by  the 
annual  conference  —  the  only  avenue  for 
clergy  membership  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Other  annual  conferences 
have  required  absolutely  nothing  of  im¬ 
migrating  ministers  —  which  has  left 
them  without  adequate  foundation  for 

Church  agencies’ 
retreats  need  to 
be  ‘interpreted’ 

There  is  some  validity  to  the  argument 
offered  by  the  directors  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  that  there  is  value  to  be 
gained  by  directors  holding  a  world 
mission  retreat  at  a  Third  World  site  in 
order  to  experience  the  “hurts  and  suf¬ 
ferings”  the  division  is  to  address. 

This  is  the  justification  given  by 
division  heads  for  planning  a  96-hour, 
$44,000  retreat  to  Jamaica  this  August. 
The  same  retreat  to  develop  the  theol¬ 
ogical  foundation  of  the  division’s  work 
would  cost  $15,000  less  if  held  in  the  U.S. 
(see  TM/UMR,  April  17). 

We  believe  serious  questions  should  be 
raised  about  how  much  “value’L  would 
have  to  be  gained  by  such  a  venture  to 
justify  increasing  the  retreat  cost  by  51 
percent. 

We  believe  equally  serious  questions 
should  be  raised  about  how  much  “hurt 
and  suffering"  can  be  experienced  by  30 
to  40  persons  in  a  Third  World  situation 
during  only  96-hours. 

We  also  share  the  concern  raised  at  the 
recent  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  meeting  by  Richard  Harrington,  a 
director  from  the  Western  New  York  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  regarding  “sym¬ 
bolism.”  Once  again  the  board  has  seem¬ 
ingly  failed  to  evaluate  its  action  in 
terms  of  value  received  against  loss  of 
credibility  with  UM  members. 

In  defense  of  a  recent  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
directors  in  Haiti  earlier  this  year, 
UMCOR  director  Bonnie  Totten  of  Fay¬ 
etteville,  N.Y.  acknowledged,  “The 
burden  of  interpreting  this  to  the  church 
is  very  heavy.” 

We  believe  Ms.  Totten  spoke  correctly. 
We  also  believe  that  neither  the  UMCOR 
nor  the  World  Division  have  adequately 
“interpreted”  these  actions  to  the  church. 
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coping  with  an  unfamiliar  system. 

We  believe  that  neither  extreme  is  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  minister  or  the 
UMC.  Each  annual  conference,  we 
believe,  has  a  responsibility  to  these 
ministers  and  the  congregations  they 
might  serve  to  bring  them  into  member¬ 
ship  of  the  conference  as  expeditiously  as 
possible,  while  assuring  that  they  are 
adequately  equipped  to  deal  with  circum¬ 
stances  unique  to  ministry  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  our  nation. 

Therefore,  we  find  recent  guidelines 
announced  by  the  UMC’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  both  welcome  and 
practical  steps  toward  developing  a 
sound  policy  of  introducing  immigrating 
ministers  into  the  UMC  (see  TM/UMR, 
April  17). 

These  guidelines  provide  that  a 
minister  need  not  be  proficient  in  English 
before  transfer  into  the  UMC,  but  do 
require  “some  proficiency  in  English” 
before  the  minister  is  accepted  into 
full  conference  membership.  The  guide¬ 
lines  also  provide  that  ordained  ministers 
in  full  conference  membership  of  other 
Methodist  churches  be  given  full  mem¬ 
bership  here  upon  completion  of  a  pre¬ 
scribed  course  of  study  related  to  UMC 
policy,  structure  and  doctrine. 

Though  the  guidelines  above  were 
developed  to  accommodate  ministers 
from  the  Korean  Methodist  Church, 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  officials 
told  TM/UMR  these  guidelines  will  serve 
as  a  model  for  other  immigrant-minister 
groups  with  a  Methodist  heritage.  Divi¬ 
sion  officials  said  these  groups  will  be 
contacted  in  the  near  future  in  order  to 
develop  guidelines  to  meet  their  particu¬ 
lar  needs. 

We  believe  these  are  both  fair  and  help¬ 
ful  guidelines  for  all  concerned  —  immi¬ 
grating  ministers,  annual  conference 
leaders  and  local  congregations.  We 
believe  also  that  these  guidelines  witness 
to  our  oneness  in  Christ  and  will  help 
foster  an  open  itinerancy  in  our  church. 

These  guidelines  are  not  binding  on  the 
annual  conferences  of  our  church.  Any 
annual  conference  may  elect  to  establish 
more  stringent  or  less  stringent  require¬ 
ments  for  immigrant  Methodist  min¬ 
isters.  That  means  they  may  elect  to 
totally  ignore  these  guidelines  from  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

However,  we  join  the  division  in  urging 
each  annual  conference  to  use  these 
guidelines  in  consideration  of  their 
fellow  ministers  immigrating  from  other 
Methodist  churches. 

My  Witness 

Human  disaster 
can  be  seen  in 
many  persons 

By  WILLIAM  O.  ECKLOR 
Sometimes  the  news  is  funnier  than  the 
funnies.  I  read  in  a  local  newspaper  that 
the  federal  government  had  declared 
Cloud  Lake,  Florida,  a  “disaster  area.” 
That  news  was  most  surprising  to  the 
residents  of  this  small  town  because  they 
were  unaware  of  any  catastrophe  and 
couldn’t  find  their  disaster.  They 
wondered  how  they  had  missed  it. 

When  I  related  this  account  to  a  church 
breakfast  club,  one  member  said:  “That 
reminds  me  of  my  experience.  When  I 
was  a  patient  in  the  hospital,  my  friends 
and  relatives  assured  me  they  would 
take  care  of  my  work.  But  when  I  had 
recuperated  enough  to  bear  the  news, 
they  informed  me  they  couldn’t  discover 
that  I  had  ever  done  anything.” 

In  a  sense,  though,  the  government 
was  right.  Most  every  community,  if  it 
tries  harder  than  the  friends  and 
relatives  of  the  hospital  patient,  can  find 
that  it  has  some  kind  of  disaster,  big  or 
small.  It  may  lack  the  characteristic  of  a 
sudden  calamity;  it  often  develops 
slowly. 

Most  every  town  has  some  pot  holes, 
some  drainage  and  sewage  systems  that 
need  attention,  and  some  leaks  in  the  city 
buildings  that  need  repair.  One  western 
town  had  a  big  road  sign,  “Hang  on  to 
your  seat;  we’re  fixin  the  street.” 

But  the  greatest  disaster  areas  are  in 
us  humans.  I  believe  we  should  feed  the 
deserving  poor  but.  if  one  is  able  to  work 
thinks  society  owes  him  a  living,  and 
avoids  work  as  it  if  were  poison,  he  is  a 
disaster. 

I  can  think  of  a  lot  of  disasters,  aside 
from  the  pitiful  alcoholics  and  drug 
addicts.  There  are  the  students  who  want 
a  diploma  without  buckling  down  to  work 
seriously  for  it.  There  are  people  who  are 
continuously  clamoring  for  special 
privileges  because  long  ago  their 
ancestors  were  mistreated.  Then,  even 
worse,  are  those  people  who  wear  masks. 
I  do  not  mean  on  the  exterior,  but  those 
who  wear  a  mask  on  the  mind  and  refuse 
to  let  in  a  single  thought  that  will  disturb 
their  racial  prejudices. 

But  the  ultimate  disasters  are  those 
persons  who  abuse  and  molest  little 
children.  “It  were  better  for  him  that  a 
millstone  were  hanged  about  his  neck, 
and  he  be  cast  into  the  sea.  than  that  he 
should  offend  one  of  these  little  ones.”  All 
of  us  humans  who  do  any  of  these  things 
are  human  disasters.  But  even  a  disaster 
area  can  be  restored. 

"My  witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  William  O. 
Ecklor,  is  a  layman  from  Lakeland, 
Florida. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


Here  I  Stand 

We  need  to  examine  more  closely  what 
Jesus  had  to  say  about  the  cosmic  laws 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  GLENN  SMITAL 

Time  and  time  again  I  have  listened  to 
ministers  on  Easter  Sunday  morning 
rant  and  rave  about  Jesus’  Resurrection. 
The  resurrection  of  the  material  and 
spirited  body  of  Jesus  for  them  was  the 
central  fact  of  Christianity.  It  was  the 
very  basis  for  their  belief  in  the  validity 
of  the  Messiah.  We  are  reminded  time 
and  time  again  about  Jesus’  compassion 
in  healing  the  sick,  raising  the  dead  to 
life,  and  walking  on  water.  We  are  told 
these  so-called  “miracles”  should  be  the 
basis  for  belief  in  the  Christian  gospel. 

Not  for  me! 

When  God  created  us,  he  also  gave  us 
all  a  tool  called  a  mind.  A  mind  that 
could,  if  used  properly,  distinguish  truth 
from  error.  Using  this  mind  I  am  able  to 
study  what  Jesus  apparently  said  about 
our  creation.  I  m^tch  that  up  with  what  I 
see  in  the  market  place,  the  factory,  and 
universities,  and  it  makes  sense.  My 
mind  can  match  up  the  things  Jesus  said 
about  a  God-ordered  universe  and  I  like 
it. 

What  Jesus  said  about  us  reaping  in 
our  lives  what  we  sow  makes  sense.  That 
we  should  love  God  and  our  neighbor  as 
ourselves  makes  for  the  kind  of  a  uni¬ 
verse  I  like.  I  don’t  need  a  miracle  to 


prove  it. 

As  for  the  miracles  supposedly  per¬ 
formed  by  Jesus  —  they  may  never  have 
happened  as  miracles,  if  we  mean  by 
miracles  actions  taking  place  contrary  to 
natural  law. 

At  the  moment  our  universe  was  con¬ 
ceived,  God  also  set  in  motion  certain 
cosmic  laws  or  natural  laws  by  which 
this  universe  would  function.  Under  no 
circumstances  can  I  see  a  Creator  first 
making  a  universe  operating  under  law 
and  then  setting  aside  these  very  same 
laws  to  permit  a  miracle  to  occur. 

As  an  example,  we  have  our  law  of 
gravity  which  applies  equally  to  rich  or 
poor,  black  or  white,  heathen  or  Chris¬ 
tian.  A  law  which  says  that  bodies  that 
have  mass  or  weight  will  cling  to  the 
surface  of  the  earth. 

What  kind  of  miracle  is  it  when  we  see 
100  tons  of  steel,  aluminum,  glass,  and 
rubber  float  effortlessly  ten  thousand 
feet  above  the  earth’s  surface  in  the  form 
of  a  DC-10  airplane?  To  the  primitive 
mind,  God  has  set  aside  his  law  of 
gravity  to  permit  this  miracle  to  happen. 

For  those  who  exercise  their  minds  we 
find  this  no  miracle  but  the  utilization  of 
other  cosmic  laws  —  in  this  case  the  laws 
of  aerodynamics.  Namely,  that  air 


passing  over  a  certain  shaped  surface 
will  produce  lift  overcoming  the  laws  of 
gravity. 

All  these  cosmic  laws  work  in 
harmony.  Disharmony  occurs  only  when 
we  have  insufficient  understanding  of 
these  laws. 

The  miracles  described  in  the  Bible  are 
not  miracles,  but  merely  Jesus  putting 
into  operation  other  or  higher  laws  about 
which  we  know  very  little. 

We  should  not  set  Jesus  up  on  a 
pedestal  to  worship  because  he  was  able 
to  get  God  to  set  aside  the  very  laws  he 
instituted  for  the  functioning  of  the  uni¬ 
verse.  Rather  we  should  examine  more 
closely  the  things  Jesus  said  about  the 
operation  of  our  universe.  We  should  use 
all  of  the  resources  at  our  universities 
and  seminaries  to  gain  a  greater  under¬ 
standing  of  these  cosmic  laws.  Our  goal 
being,  that  all  humanity  be  able  to  utilize 
those  cosmic  laws  as  effectively  as  Jesus 
did. 

Did  Jesus  walk  on  water  and  raise  the 
dead?  Does  it  really  matter?  If  he  did 
these  things,  then  our  goal  should  be  to 
find  out  how  and  why  and  not  dismiss 
them  as  a  miracle.  A  miracle  by  defin¬ 
ition  is  self-contradictory  —  first  God  set 
up  laws  to  govern  his  universe,  then  con¬ 
tradicted  himself  by  saying  these  laws 
don’t  always  hold  true. 


Followers  of  Christ  should  take  His 
examples  and  teachings  seriously 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  Harold  R.  Hodgson 
for  taking  his  stand!  (“The  taking  of  life 
is  not  an  option  for  Christians,” 
TM/UMR,  March  27). 

Jesus  did  teach  us  to  love  our  enemies 
and  to  do  good  to  those  who  hate  us. 
Those  of  us  who  would  be  Christians  (fol¬ 
lowers  of  Christ)  will  take  his  examples 
and  his  teachings  seriously.  Christ’s  way 
of  love  means  the  fostering  of  good  will 
and  peaceful  relationships,  not  the  prep¬ 
aration  for  the  destruction  of  life. 

John  Duerksen 
Henderson,  Nebraska 

The  Kremlin  would  love 
Mr.  Hodgson’s  ideas 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Harold 
R.  Hodgson  (TM/UMR,  March  27) 
should  have  been  headlined  “Better  Red 
than  dead.”  The  Kremlin  would  love  all 
his  ideas. 

Mr.  Hodgson  wrote:  “At  stake  is  the 
survival  of  our  democratic  system  of 
government,  the  survival  of  other  na¬ 
tions  and  peoples  .  .  .,”  but  he  advocated 
opposing  all  efforts  to  retain  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  strength.  If  all  U.S.  citizens 
followed  his  advice  of  complete  paci¬ 
fism,  the  free  world  would  not  survive  for 
long.  We  could  then  see  if  Mr.  Hodgson’s 
zeal  for  opposing  the  draft  is  matched  by 
his  opposition  to  our  Russian  master’s 
orders  to  close  down  all  churches. 

Which  is  more  Christian,  to  advocate 
unilateral  disarmament  with  its  very 
probable  result  of  turning  the  whole 
world  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
atheists  in  the  Kremlin,  or  to  try  to  pre¬ 
serve  freedom,  including  religious  free¬ 
dom,  by  remaining  strong  enough  to 
thwart  the  Soviets’  announced  intention 
to  rule  the  world? 

Ray  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 
Christians  can  have  no 
part  in  destruction  of  life 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  say  that  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  in  the  March  27  issue 
headlined  “The  taking  of  life  is"  not  an 
option  for  Christians”  by  Harold  R. 
Hodgson  is  the  most  clearly  defined, 
intelligent  clarification  and  justification 
for  non-violence  I’ve  ever  read. 

I  was  most  moved  by  his  final  para¬ 
graph  in  which  he  pointed  out  that  the 
very  survival  of  our  democratic  system 
of  government  is  at  stake,  as  well  as  the 
survival  of  other  nations  and  peoples, 
and  the  preservation  of  our  children  from 
the  indescribable  effects  of  nuclear 
bombs. 

As  Mr.  Hodgson  says  in  his  conclusion: 
“to  follow  Jesus  who  gives  life  —  the  life 
of  my  brother,  my  neighbor  or  my 
enemy,  there  is  only  one  way  —  the  way 
of  love  Jesus  so  clearly  taught  and  exem¬ 
plified.” 

Today  we  Christians,  as  Mr.  Hodgson 
says,  can  have  no  part  in  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  life. 

This  is  a  fine  article  which  I  hope  all 
United  Methodists  will  take  to  heart.  I 
also  hope  all  Moral  Majority  funda¬ 
mentalists  will  absorb  and  take  heed  of 
its  message,  and  that  our  national 
leaders  will  pay  attention  to  and  soon 
learn  to  respect  it. 

Harold  L.  Dryden 
Cedaredge,  Colorado 

Mr.  Hodgson  should  read 

New  Testament  verses 

To  the  Editor: 

For  the  past  year  I  have  been  taking 
TM/UMR.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I 
have  been  ashamed  to  belong  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  articles 
in  this  publication  make  me  sick.  In  the 
March  27  “Here  I  Stand”  column,  for 
example,  Harold  Hodgson  says  “the 
entire  church  should  immediately  oppose 
our  nation’s  present  military  policy.” 

If  our  nation’s  forefathers  had  followed 
Mr.  Hodgson’s  policy,  we  would  never 
have  been  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  suggest  he  read  Romans  13,  Titus  3: 1, 1 
Peter  2: 13-15. 

“The  taking  of  life  is  not  an  option  for 


Christians”  was  the  headline  of  Mr. 
Hodgson’s  article.  Good.  However,  some 
people  have  written  that  they  support 
“pro-choice”  for  abortion.  Abortion  is 
killing.  I’m  sure  most  United  Methodists 
agree  with  the  letter  in  the  same  issue 
from  Joe  J.  Horn  of  Plainview,  Texas 
headlined  “  ‘Pro-life’  amendment 
backed.” 

Why  is  killing  a  baby  O.K.  but  defen¬ 
ding  our  country  wrong? 

Vera  Kite 

Beecher  City,  Illinois 

Some  early  Christians 
joined  Roman  army 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  “Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined 
“The  taking  of  life  is  not  an  option  for 
Christians”  (TM/UMR,  March  27), 
Harold  Hodgson  wrote  that  .  .  early 
church  members  refused  to  worship 
Caesar  or  to  join  his  armies.  ” 

That  is  correct.  However,  when  Rome 
turned  Christian,  Christians  did  begin 
joining  the  army.  The  eastern  barbarian 
invaders  didn’t  care  if  they  were  killing 
Christians.  Rome  lost,  and  the  Dark  Ages 
followed. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Evanston,  Illinois 

UM-related  agencies 

deserve  our  support 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  article  head¬ 
lined  “Child  care  agencies  face  hard 
times”  (TM/UMR,  March 20). 

I  was  shocked  to  read  that  some  “Un¬ 
ited  Methodist-related  child  care  agen¬ 
cies”  are  receiving  church  support  which 
sometimes  is  one  percent,  or  two  per¬ 
cent,  or  in  one  case  as  much  as  seven  per¬ 
cent  of  their  needs.  A  key  phrase  is 
“agencies  which  have  come  to  rely  heav¬ 
ily  on  public  funds.” 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  going 
to  claim  credit  for  these  agencies,  as  it 
did  in  the  article,  then  it  should  support 
them.  Only  when  agencies  and  indi¬ 
viduals  stop  looking  to  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  for  support,  and  buckle  down  to 
provide  it  themselves  are  we  going  to 
free  ourselves  from  the  strangling  arms 
of  government  bureaus. 

In  my  opinion,  when  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  gives  over  three-quarters  of 
the  support  needed  for  an  institution, 
then  it  can  claim  credit. 

Fletcher  Croom 
Houston,  Texas 

NCC  defended,  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

A  big  thank  you  for  the  fine  articles  by 
Roy  Beck  and  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
in  the  March  20  issue.  There  are  so  many 
half-truths  and  lies  about  the  NCC  being 
spread  by  so-called  “New  Right”  Chris¬ 
tians  these  days,  and  you  have  helped 
correct  them. 

I  am  very  grateful  for  your  excellent 
publication,  and  for  your  success  in  at¬ 
taining  wide  distribution.  More  power  to 
you. 

Now  and  then  I  give  token  support  to 
the  NCC  as  part  of  our  tithe.  I  will  see  if 
any  of  our  local  United  Methodists  re¬ 
ceive  the  Religious  Roundtable  mailing. 
If  so,  I  will  show  them  your  March  20 
issue. 

GeorgeS.  Sanders 
Ronan,  Montana 

Calling  Atlanta’s  tragedy 
‘racial’  is  irresponsible 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  continually  and  increasingly  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  trend  of  the  articles  in 
the  Reporter.  An  editorial  headlined 
“Racial  tragedy  calls  Christians  to 
prayer,  introspection,  and  action” 
(TM/UMR,  March  27)  is  a  good  example 
of  misguided  and  dangerous  news  dis¬ 
semination. 

To  date,  there  is  no  reported  evidence 
that  the  deaths  of  these  children  were 
perpetrated  by  any  particular  racial  per¬ 
sons,  group,  or  cause.  Statistics  have 
shown  that  the  great  percentage  of  vio¬ 
lent  crime  in  the  U.S.  against  blacks  is 


committed  against  themselves,  by  them¬ 
selves.  It  may  be  shown  that  there  is  rac¬ 
ial  motivation  behind  the  current  Atlanta 
tragedies,  but  to  report  this  currently  as 
being  “racial”  is  irresponsible  and  bor¬ 
ders  on  stirring  up  unnecessary 
emotions. 

The  Atlanta  tragedies  have  every  par¬ 
ent  extremely  concerned  for  the  safety  of 
their  children.  America  has  a  myriad  of 
radical  and  crazy  groups  permitted  by 
our  free  society. 

There  are  an  increasing  number  of  us 
who  are  convinced  that  racial  polarity 
has  been  fed  too  much  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  others  continually 
publishing  and  preaching  racial  dif¬ 
ference  instead  of  publishing  and  preach¬ 
ing  the  true  meaning  of  Christianity,  that 
is  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  love,  humility, 
and  sacrifice.  I  see  no  humility  in  the 
“Black  Caucus,”  “United  Negro  College 
Fund,”  “Miss  Black  America,”  “Black 
History  Month,”  black  this  and  black 
that.  This  is  no  different  than  any  “white 
supremacy”  movement  or  the  KKK, 
which  we  are  vehemently  against. 

Let’s  stop  fostering  unnatural  acts 
such  as  homosexuality,  keep  our  clergy¬ 
man-legislators  out  of  El  Salvador,  and 
spend  some  constructive  time  and  effort 
on  the  gospel,  and  perhaps  we  would  be 
surprised  as  to  what  miracles  could 
come  to  pass  by  allowing  Christ  to  over¬ 
come  our  petty  differences  and  truly 
enter  our  hearts. 

Lenwood  B.  Wert 

Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania 

Thank  you  for  the  poem: 
‘W e  are  the  poor’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  publishing  the 
poem  entitled  “We  Are  The  Poor”  by 
Gordon  Pratt  Baker  of  Glen  Burnie, 
Maryland  (TM/UMR,  March  13).  I  love 
poetry  and  write  some  myself. 

I  sat  down  Sunday  afternoon,  and 
asked  God  for  a  bit  of  inspiration.  His 
Spirit  told  me  to  turn  to  page  2,  second 
column  of  my  latest  copy  of  TM/UMR, 
which  I  had  not  even  opened  up  as  yet.  So 
I  picked  up  the  copy  from  my  reading 
basket,  thinking,  “O.  K.,  if  you  say  so, 
Lord.”  The  Spirit  then  sent  me  the 
thought  reply  of  “Yes,  and  about  midway 
down  the  column.”  So  there  it  was— the 
poem  to  which  I  was  immediately  at¬ 
tracted.  Imagine  my  surprise,  for  the 
very  sentiment  expressed  in  this  poem 
has  dominated  my  thinking  for  several 
months  lately. 

I  hope  you  reprint  this  poem  again 
soon.  I  am  placing  my  copy  on  our  bulle- 


We  should 
all  try  just 

a  little  love 

By  MARTHA  POINTER 
Sometimes  it  seems  the  world  around 
us  gets  caught  up  in  calculated  conflicts 
and  divides  off  into  warring  camps  of 
black  vs.  white;  good  vs.  evil;  abortion¬ 
ists  vs.  right-to-lifers ;  you  and  me 
against  the  world,  etc. 

I  wonder  sometimes  if  we  shouldn’t  all 
pause  occasionally,  give  thanks,  and  get 
back  to  Hie  basics.  Perhaps,  if  we  could 
take  time  to  love  and  learn  to  forgive,  all 
our  lives  would  be  easier.  I’m  not  talking 
about  love  between  two  consenting 
adults.  I’m  talking  about  love  of  human¬ 
kind.  Where  love  is,  God  is.  He  who 
dwells  in  love,  dwells  in  God. 

God  is  love.  Therefore,  love  .  .  .  with¬ 
out  distinction,  without  calculation,  with¬ 
out  procrastination,  love.  Lavish  it  upon 
the  poor,  where  it  is  very  easy;  espe¬ 
cially  upon  the  rich,  who  often  need  it 
most  ;  most  of  all  upon  our  equals,  where 
it  is  very  difficult  and  for  whom  perhaps 
we  each  do  least  of  all.  There  is  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  trying  to  please  and  giving 
pleasure.  Lose  no  chance  of  giving'jyleas- 
ure.  r»j», 

“I  shall  pass  through  this  world  but 
once.  Any  good  thing  therefore  that  I  can 
do,  or  any  kindness  that  I  can  show  to  any 
human  being  let  me  do  it  now.  Let  me  not 
defer  it  or  neglect  it,  for  I  shall  not  pass 
this  way  again.” 

If  you  truly  love  humankind,  then  all 
else  falls  into  place.  If  you  truly  love, 
then  you  automatically  obey  the  laws, 
both  God’s  and  man’s.  How  can  you  kill 
someone  you  love,  or  steal  from  him  or 
bear  false  witness,  or  take  God’s  name  in 
vain  or  covet  the  goods  of  those  you  love? 
If  you  keep  God’s  laws  (See  Exodus  20), 
then  you  instinctively  follow  society’s  laws, 
for  society’s  laws  are  based  on  God’s. 

The  poet  Browning  said : 

“For  life,  with  all  it  yields 
of  joy  and  woe  and  hope  and  fear, 

Is  just  our  chance  o’  the 
prize  of  learning  love,  — 

How  love  might  be,  hath 
been  indeed,  and  is .  .  .” 

Paul  in  his  letter  to  the  Corinthians 
said:  "Above  all  things  have  fervent  love 
among  yourselves.” 

If  we  all  could  just  take  a  few 
minutes  each  day  to  really  listen  to  each 
other,  have  compassion  and  love  for  each 
other,  what  a  better  world  this  could  be! 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  Glenn 
Smital,  a  member  of  the  Willow  UMC  in 
Stockton,  Illinois  (Northern  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference)  and  Martha  Pointer  of  Dallas, 
Texas. 


tin  board  at  church.  This  poem  is  super! 

Mary  L.  Stamper 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio 


Interested  in 

Charismatic 

Renewal? 

If  you  are,  you  need  to  know  more  about  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship,  the  national  organization 
which  is  in  ministry  to  persons  interested  in  renewal  through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  UMRSF  sponsors  national  and 
regional  conferences  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  publishes  the  news- 
and-teaching  periodical,  MANNA,  and  provides  services  to 
persons,  prayer  groups,  and  churches  at  all  levels  of  United 
Methodism.  Send  this  coupon  today  for  detailed  information 
about  UMRSF  and  a  free  current  issue  of  MANNA. 

Please  send  me  information  about  UMRSF  and  a  free  copy  of  MANNA. 
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UMCgets  a  new  congregation  every  week 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  New  United  Methodist 
congregations  have  started  at  the  rate  of 
approximately  one-per-week  during  the  last  four 
years,  according  to  the  denomination’s 
congregation  development  expert. 

‘‘This  is  a  significant  increase  over  the  early 
’70’s,"  said  the  Rev.  James  H.  Davis  of  the 
congregational  development  office  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  average 


‘No  ransom’ 
policy  gets 
full  backing 

By  BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  Writer 

•.  DALLAS  —  United  Methodist 
•  missionaries  meeting  here  gave  their 
.overwhelming  support  1  to  the  “no 
ransom’’  policy  voted  by  the 
denomination’s  world  mission  division 
■,  this  month. 

“The  best  protection  for  a  missionary 
.  is  knowing  that  no  ransom  will  be  paid," 

.  said  Howard  Brinton,  who  served  for  24 
years  as  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
in  Zaire.  “It  was  a  wise  decision." 

At  least  a  dozen  missionaries  meeting 
here  in  a  training  session  to  help  them 
interpret  mission  to  local  churches 
agreed  that  when  it  is  known  ahead  of 
time  ransom  won’t  be  paid,  the  likelihood 
that  a  missionary  would  be  held  hostage 
decreases. 

Even  if  a  terrorist  group  did  kidnap  a 
missionary  and  held  that  person  for 
ransom  the  policy  would  probably  hasten 
their  release  because  no  money  would  be 
forthcoming,  several  missionaries  told 
TM/UMR. 

Safeguards  missionaries 

,  “I  support  the  policy,”  said  Doug 
Crowder,  who  also  served  23  years  in 
. ;  Zaire  and  will  be  returning  this  summer. 

“Knowing  ahead  of  time  what  can  be 
,  expected  is  a  safeguard  to  missionaries. 

;  One  thing  that  we  must  keep  in  mind  is 
v  that  we  represent  the  Christian  faith  and 
v  not  a  political  government." 

The  second  half  of  the  policy  reiterates 
.  the  General  Conference’s  directive  that 
no  UM  missionary  is  to  collaborate  with 
.the  CIA. 

In  response  to  that  guideline,  Esther 
McGill,  a  missionary  from  Sierra  Leone 
and  Ghana,  said  there  is  danger  in 
i.  missionaries  being  too  closely  identified 
with  political  structures. 

.  .  “People  world-wide  are  more 
j- suspicious  now  than  ever  because  of  the 
v  notorious  reputation  of  the  CIA  for  being 
involved  in  some  political  regimes,”  she 
said. 

“If  a  missionary  identifies  with  a 
political  regime  their  work  immediately 
.  becomes  suspect,”  Ms.  McGill  said. 
“They  put  themselves  and  others  in 
danger.  You  are  in  service  to  people 
and  not  to  the  government,”  she  added. 

One  missionary  saw  the  division's 
action  as  a  matter  of  clearing  the  air. 
“To  tell  you  the  truth  I  never  expected 
the  board  to  pay  a  ransom  if  I  was 
kidnapped,”  said  the  Rev.  David 
Lowry,  missionary  to  Chile  for  26  years. 

No  safe  place 

Being  a  missionary  means  taking  a 
risk  and  giving  your  life  for  your  work; 
there  is  no  safe  place,  he  explained. 

According  to  Lois  Miller  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York,  no  United 
Methodist  missionaries  have  ever  been 
held  as  hostages  or  for  ransom  in  the 
board’s  history. 

The  policy  came  about  as  the  result  of 
.  recent  kidnappings  of  missionaries  from 
other  mission  organizations  and 
denominations,  Dr.  Miller  explained. 

.  Then  too,  some  UM  missionaries  were 
.  asking  if  the  board  had  a  written  policy. 

This  furthered  the  action  to  formulate 
one  as  several  other  denominations  have 
done. 

UM  missionaries  will  be  asked  to  vote 
on  the  guideline  later  this  year. 


rate  was  20  new  congregations  per  year  in  the 
prior  four  years. 

“And,  more  than  one-fourth  (51  of  the  190  new 
congregations)  are  Korean  congregations,"  said 
Dr.  Davis  in  a  report  released  here  to  the  National 
Division  during  its  spring  meeting. 

Dr.  Davis  said  that  he  was  surprised  to  find  that 
13  of  the  73  annual  conferences  started  no  new 
churches  during  the  same  period : 

“New  churches  may  not  be  needed  everywhere; 
but  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  no  new  churches, 


no  reorganized  churches,  no  reopened  churches 
could  be  needed  for  four  years! " 

While  there  are  some  ethnic-minority 
congregations  among  the  new  starts  in  addition  to 
Korean  churches,  “most  are  Anglo  churches  in 
growing  suburban  areas  and  new  communities.  ” 
The  South  Central  region  had  the  largest 
number  of  new  churches  (52)  followed  by  the 
Southeastern  (45)  and  the  Western  (37).  North 
Central  and  Northeastern  each  had  28. 

Nine  conferences  accounted  for  40  percent  of  the 


new  churches:  Pacific  and  Southwest  (22),  Texas 
(16),  Florida  (14),  Southwest  Texas  (7), 
Califomia-Nevada  (7),  New  York  (7)  and 
Northern  Illinois  (5). 

Dr.  Davis  said  his  tally  includes  “chartered 
congregations"  and  may  be  an  under-estimate 
because  of  unreported  fellowship  groups  or 
language  congregations. 

“If  it  weren’t  for  the  costs,  I  think  we  would  be 
starting  twice  as  many  new  congregations,"  Dr 


Davis  said  “We  have  not  found  ways  to  get 
around  property  and  building  costs  —  which 
average  $250,000  to  $300,000  each  for  new  suburban 
starts.” 

He  reported  that  there  is  greatly  increased 
interest  in  starting  new  congregations  in  many 
annual  conferences  today. 

During  the  last  four  years,  however,  two-thirds 
of  the  annual  conferences  started  no  new  churches 
or  only  one  or  two. 


“Abraham"  portrayed  by  the  Rev.  E.  Jerry  Walker  as  he  will  appear  at  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Congress  in  July. 

‘A  braham 9  the  man  ’  to  go 
on  stage  at  July  meeting 


By  BEVERLY  BOCHE 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

ST.  PAUL  —  “Father  Abraham” 
will  make  his  debut  this  summer  at 
the  United  Methodist  Men’s  Congress 
July  10-12  at  Purdue  University. 

“We  want  the  audience  to  meet 
Abraham,  the  man,"  said  the  Rev.  E. 
Jerry  Walker,  a  Minnesota  minister 
who  created  the  one-man  show  which 
he  will  also  perform  during  the  three 
day  event. 

The  show  will  be  performed  before 
a  multi-media  stage  set  that  moves 
with  the  action.  When  Abraham  is  in 
Hebron,  the  audience  will  be  in 
Hebron;  when  he  journeys  to  Egypt, 
the  audience  will  journey  to  Egypt. 

Mr.  Walker,  who  has  seven  plays 
for  national  church  conferences  to  his 
credit,  said  “Father  Abraham" 
draws  both  from  scripture  and  from 
recent  archeological  discoveries 
regarding  life  in  the  times  of  the  great 
patriarch  of  the  world’s  three  major 
religions:  Judaism,  Christianity  and 
Islam. 

Abraham  is  not  a  “caricature  of 
chauvinistic  male  dominance,  as 
often  pictured,”  Mr.  Walker  said, 
“but  a  deeply  feeling,  often  doubting, 
sometimes  discouraged,  hurt  and 
angered,  yet  always  hopeful  human 
being." 

The  play,  like  the  scriptures, 
explores  the  emotional  relationship  of 
Sarah  and  Abraham  in  their  struggle 
between  faith  and  reason  as  they 


respond  to  the  call  of  God,  he  said. 

A  54-foot  screen,  back-lighted  by 
nine  projectors,  will  provide  the 
panoramic  stage  set.  Robert  Clark 
rifNelson,  professor  of  art  at  the  College 
ijiof  St.  Catherine  here,  recently  toured 
Israel  and  Egypt  for  three  weeks 
photographing  scenes  which  will 
be  projected  behind  Abraham. 

Following  its  premiere  at  the  Purdue 
Men’s  Congress,  “Father  Abraham” 
will  be  available  for  bookings  at  other 
national  and  regional  church 
conferences  by  arrangement  through 
Jim  Snead,  national  executive  of 
United  Methodist  Men  in  Nashville  at 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

“We  hope  to  keep  Abraham  busy  for 
several  years,”  said  Mr.  Snead.  “We 
are  excited  about  this  ‘living  Bible 
study’  concept." 

Nearly  half  of  the  5,000  men 
expected  at  the  conference  had 
already  registered  by  April  1, 
according  to  Mr.  Snead. 

Former  United  Nations 
Ambassador  Andrew  Young,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols, 
chief  Boy  Scout  executive  James  L. 
Tarr,  Upper  Room  editor  Maxie 
Dunnam,  and  Board  of  Discipleship 
general  secretary  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
will  be  among  the  speakers  at  the 
national  congress. 

Ms.  Boche  is  editor  of  the  Minnesota 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Chinese  Christian  church: 


‘Still  very  much  alive’ 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

BEIJING,  China  —  Language  posed  no 
barrier  Easter  Sunday  evening  as  11 
American  Christians  climaxed  a  two- 
week  sojourn  in  the  Peoples'  Republic  of 
China  by  hearing  a  Chinese  version  of 
Handel's  “Messiah"  with  a  packed 
sanctuary  of  Chinese  Christians.  It  was 
the  first  performance  of  “The  Messiah" 
here  since  1954,  but  most  of  the  vocalists 
were  young  adults  under  the  leadership 
of  an  80-year  old  choir  director. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  80  persons  received 
Christian  baptism  in  Beijing’s  two 
Protestant  congregations  —  more  than 
half  of  whom  were  persons  under-30. 

These  two  occurrences  witnessed  by 
our  group  on  Easter  Sunday  served  to 
underscore  a  fact  which  became  more 
and  more  apparent  during  our  visits  with 
local  Christian  leaders  in  the  Southern, 
Eastern  and  Northern  parts  of  China: 
The  Christian  church  in  China  is  still 
very  much  alive. 

Chinese  Christian  leaders  say,  in  fact, 
that  the  church  is  far  stronger  now  than 
it  was  at  the  beginning  of  “the  cultural 
revolution”  in  1966,  when  all  churches 
were  closed.  With  that  period  of  China’s 
history  now  in  the  past,  and  the  present 
political  leadership  clearly  committed  to 
a  constitutionally  guaranteed  freedom  to 
practice  religion,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
number  of  Chinese  Christians  has 
increased  rather  than  decreased  during 
the  decade  of  Dersecution. 

Many  non-believers  are  now  ex¬ 
pressing  at  least  a  curiosity  about 
what  Christianity  teaches,  and  many 
persons  believe  that  the  church  in  China 
as  it  is  now  re-emerging  stands  on  the 
verge  of  an  exxlosive  period  of  growth. 

Ample  evidence  to  support  this  view 
was  provided  during  our  visit  with 
church  leaders  in  each  city  —  many  of 
whom  experienced  persecution  during 
the  “cultural  revolution.”  In  Kuangzhou 
(Canton),  for  example,  three  churches 
have  re-opened  during  the  past  18 
months.  Their  combined  average  at¬ 
tendance  exceeds  2,500  each  week,  and 
preparations  are  currently  being  made 
to  re-open  six  more  church  buildings. 

In  Shanghai,  five  churches  have  been 
re-opened  and  all  are  filled  beyond 
capacity  each  Sunday.  Negotiations  are 
currently  underway  with  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  Religious  Affairs  Bureau  to 
re-open  two  more  churches. 

The  Moore  Christian  Church  in  Shang¬ 
hai  (formerly  Moore  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church)  which  our  group  visit¬ 
ed  on  Palm  Sunday,  has  a  combined 
attendance  at  two  weekly  services  of 
more  than  3,500  —  with  persons  standing 
in  the  aisles  and  balcony,  and  others 
standing  outside  the  church  looking  in 
and  listening  through  the  windows. 

Nanjing  seminary  re-opens 

Of  equal,  or  perhaps  greater,  long¬ 
term  importance,  the  Nanjing  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Dr.  K.  H.  Ting,  re-opened 
and  admitted  its  first  class  only  one 
month  ago.  An  initial  group  of  48  students 
were  admitted  from  more  than  1,000 
applicants. 

Bishop  Ting  —  a  former  bishop  in  the 
Anglican  Church  —  is  the  unofficial  but 
universally  recognized  head  of 
Protestant  Christianity  in  China.  He 
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Leader  knocked  Zimbabwe  bishop  s  three  roles  ‘difficult’ 
for  taking  credit 
for  restructure 


r  WILMORE,  Ky  (RNS)  -  A  leader  of 
rjevangelical  United  Methodists  has 
drawn  fire  for  attributing  the  recent 
'{structural  overhaul  of  a  major  church 
urgency  to  lobbying  by  his  conservative 
’/•Caucus. 

/  In  a  fund-raising  letter,  the  Rev. 
/Charles  Keysor  contended  that  the 
/‘‘Good  News"  movement  was  the  only 
/group  to  put  effective  pressure  on  the 
/UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
^■Society,  the  denomination's  principal 
^.social  action  agency. 

•I  Good  News  an  unofficial  evangelical 
•/caucus  has  long  been  at  odds  with  the 
S&oard  and  other  United  Methodist 
>':agencies  for  supporting  apparently  left- 
;’;wingand  “far  out  causes.” 

The  board’s  president.  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
/;Hodapp,  responded  with  charges  that  Dr. 
/'Keysor  had  “manipulated"  the  bishop’s 
Impress  statements  for  use  in  a  “fund¬ 
-raising  gimmick.” 

—  Dr.  Keysor  had  quoted  the  bishop  in  a 
—letter  as  saying  that  the  recent 

—  organizational  changes  in  the  Board  of 
^Church  and  Society  were  carried  out  to 
^gather  “constituency  support  behind 
impositions  the  board  takes.” 

K.  In  that  same  statement,  the  bishop  also 
-•denied  that  these  actions  were  in  any 
t/way  a  “reaction  to  a  ‘conservative 
—•mood,"  in  the  church. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— The  United  Methodist 
bishop  of  Zimbabwe  continuing  to  wear 
three  hats  —  as  bishop,  member  of 
parliament  and  party  leader  —  is  putting 
the  church  there  in  “a  very  difficult 
position,”  two  U.S.  bishops  reported  here 
this  month. 

During  the  January  visit  to  Zimbabwe, 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Zimbabwe 
was  “questioned  seriously”  about  his 
multiple  roles  reported  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols,  president  of  the  World  Division 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

“Some  in  Zimbabwe  feel  he  is 
inhibiting  the  church,”  Bishop  Nichols 
said.  “He  senses  this  difficulty.” 

Resolution  internal 

However,  any  resolution  must  be  done 
internally,  Bishop  Nichols  said,  indicating 
there  would  be  no  outside  attempt  to 
change  his  status  with  the  church. 

Joyce  Sohl,  another  official  visiting 
Zimbabwe,  said  in  her  report  to  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  that 
“many  members  and  leaders  (of  the 
Zimbabwe  church)  do  not  appreciate  his 
leadership”  due  to  the  bishop’s  wartime 
and  political  activities. 

“The  bishop  is  building  his  own  power 
base  through  appointments,”  said  Ms. 
Sohl,  treasurer  for  the  division.  "These  are 
being  made  according  to  political  com¬ 
mitments  with  members  of  the  bishop’s 
party  receiving  the  best  appointments." 

Board  president,  Bishop  Jesse  R. 


DeWitt  of  Chicago,  said  the  seven- 
member  team  which  went  to  the  new 
nation  in  January  was  able  to  “clarify” 
with  political  leaders  the  role  of  the 
mission  board  and  the  autonomous 
nature  of  the  Methodist  church  there. 

Since  the  visit,  Bishop  DeWitt  said  he  is 
“more  committed"  to  the  special  appeal 
to  help  Zimbabwe  rebuild  schools, 
hospitals,  clinics,  churches  and 
parsonages.  He  said  he  was  convinced 
the  Zimbabwe  government  will  allow  the 
church  to  continue  and  to  be  both  active 
and  aggressive. 

However,  the  appeal  money  will  assist 
not  only  United  Methodist  rebuilding  but 
also  will  repair  damages  to  other 
denominational  facilities  Bishop  DeWitt 
said.  He  explained  that  Zimbabwe  UMs 
had  joined  in  a  “mutual  fund"  with  other 
Christian  churches. 

The  board  president  said  that  UMs  can 
assist  in  ways  beyond  providing 
rebuilding  funds. 

A  total  of  $245,630  had  been  given  as  of 
March  31  by  UMs  to  the  special 
Zimbabwe  rebuilding  appeal. 

Teachers  are  badly  needed  for  school 
development.  Educating  1.2  million 
students  is  a  critical  concern  of  the 
government,  he  said. 

Technical  and  rural  assistance  models 
are  another  way  to  help,  he  said. 

Asking  that  the  U.S.  government  fulfill 
its  financial  commitment  to  help  buy  land 
from  landowners  so  it  can  be  redistrib¬ 
uted  to  those  who  fought  five  to  eight 
years  for  freedom  is  yet  another  impor¬ 
tant  way  to  help,  Bishop  DeWitt  said. 


“There  is  restlessness  and  expectation 
among  those  who  fought,"  he  said.  The 
Lancaster  House  agreement  which 
brought  a  settlement  to  Zimbabwe 
involved  financial  commitments  by  the 
U.  S.  and  other  nations  of  Western 
Europe  for  the  land  purchase. 

Policy  to  back  winners 

At  a  preliminary  confirmation  hearing 
for  Dr.  Chester  A.  Crocker  as 
undersecretary  of  state  for  African 
affairs,  he  said  the  administration  is 
proposing  $225  million  in  aid  over  three 
years  to  Zimbabwe.  Dr.  Crocker  called  it 
consistent  with  the  administration’s 
policy  “to  back  winners,"  according  to  a 
Religious  News  Service  story. 

“This  is  a  socialistic  nation,  without 
question,  but  to  equate  that  with 
communism  is  a  mistake.  I  see  a 
Christian  nation  being  developed  with  a 
new  social  approach,"  said  Bishop 
DeWitt. 

Bishop  Nichols  added  that  Zimbabwe 
leader  Robert  Mugabe  describes  himself 
as  "a  liberalized  Christian  Marxist."  He 
intends  to  build  the  nation  out  of  the 
“best  ingredients  of  socialism  and  of  the 
free  enterprise  system." 

He  said  Mr.  Mugabe  spent  13  years  in 
prison  and  as  a  refugee,  yet  is  without 
any  evidence  of  bitterness,  and  he  talks 
of  reconciliation. 

The  World  Division  approved  $11,169 
for  reconstruction  of  hospitals  in 
ZifhbhWe  and  $50,000  for  the 
reconstruction  of  mission  schools. 

—Sharon  Mielke 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  reports  by  TM/UMR  Editor 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  on  the  visible  re-emergence  of  the  Christian  church  in 
China.  Mr.  Dunnam  is  in  China  as  part  of  an  11-member  group  of  Christians 
traveling  under  the  auspices  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  group  is  seeking  to  assess  the 
religious,  social  and  political  situation  in  China,  and  to  establish  better  lines  of 
communication  and  cooperation  between  church  and  educational  institutions  in 
China  and  the  134  institutions  of  higher  education  related  to  the  UMC  in  the 
United  States.  The  group  includes  three  seminary  heads,  two  executives  of  the 
board,  and  five  other  educators. 


heads  the  recently-formed  Chinese 
Christian  Council  and  the  Chinese 
Christian  Three-Self  Patriotic 
Movement,  in  addition  to  China's  only 
Protestant  seminary.  The  “Three-Self 
Movement”  promotes  the  principle  of 
“self-government,  self-support,  and  self¬ 
propagation”  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Chinese  church  from  ever  again 
functioning  “as  a  branch  of  foreign 
denominational  mission  boards,"  Bishop 
Ting  said. 

During  the  “cultural  revolution," 
Bishop  Ting  shared  in  the  persecution, 
suffered  by  Christians,  as  well  as  many 
other  Chinese  intellectual  and  political 
leaders.  At  the  same  time,  he  steadfastly 
affirmed  both  the  Chinese  church's 
“three-self  principles"  and  the  many 
improvements  in  Chinese  society  which 
resulted  from  the  formation  of  the 
People’s  Republic  under  Mao  Tse-tung  in 
1949.  As  a  result,  he  has  gained  enormous 
respect  and  credibility  not  only  among 
Chinese  Christians,  but  also  among 
China’s  present  political  leaders  and 
among  many  non-Christian  intellectuals. 


,  Bishop  Ting 

.  .  .  "the  unoffi- 
^  cial  but  universal¬ 
ly  recognized  head 


of  Protestant 
Christianity  in 
China." 


Ours  was  the  first  overseas  group  to 
visit  Nanjing  Seminary  since  its  re¬ 
opening.  We  were  greeted  by  Bishop  Ting 
and  four  other  members  of  the  seminary’s 
15-member  faculty. 

Seminary  has  dual  commitment 

Bishop  Ting  said  the  seminary’s  aim  is 
“to  produce  our  own  Chinese  intellectu¬ 
als  who  are  committed  both  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Gospel  and  to  the  aspirations  of  the 
Chinese  people.” 

He  defined  “intellectuals"  as  “those 
persons  who  used  their  minds  to  contrib¬ 
ute  to  society.” 

Bishop  Ting  described  the  seminary’s 
course  of  study  as  “very  basic,”  since 
most  Chinese  Bibles  were  destroyed 
during  the  “cultural  revolution”  and 
most  of  the  entering  students  are  “weak 
in  their  knowledge  of  the  scriptures.” 

Efforts  are  also  being  made  to  remedy 
that  need  by  reprinting  and  distributing 
copies  of  the  Chinese  Bible  translated  in 
1919,  Bishop  Ting  said.  So  far,  135,000 
copies  have  been  printed  and  distributed, 
and  the  eventual  goal  is  to  provide  a  copy 
of  the  Bible  to  every  Christian  believer  in 
China. 

Several  members  of  the  seminary’s 
faculty  are  now  at  work  on  the  metic¬ 
ulous  task  of  producing  a  revised  Chinese 
Bible  translation,  and  the  seminary  is 
also  producing  and  distributing  a 
monthly  magazine  to  80,000  local  church 
leaders  across  China. 

While  he  emphasizes  that  “church 
policy  for  all  Chinese  Christians  is  not 


Correction 


In  a  story  headlined  “Pacific  Homes 
bailout  helped,"  April  17  issue,  a 
paragraph  stating  that  the  loan  “from 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  will  come  off  the  top  of 
World  Service  dollars  before  the  balance 
is  distributed  to  church  agencies”  is  in 
error. 

“No  World  Service  Fund  money  is 
involved  in  the  loan;  World  Service 
dollars  are  distributed  monthly 
according  to  General  Conference 
directions,"  the  Rev.  Ewing  Wayland, 
the  denomination’s  treasurer,  told 
TM/UMR.  He  said  the  $4  million  loan  will 
be  made  with  income  from  a  “short-term 
investment  pool."  TM/UMR  regrets  the 
error. 


A  BETTER  WAY  OF 
LIFE  FOR  PEOPLE 
58  AND  OLDER... 


McKendree  Manor  Towers 
Retirement  Center  offering  you 
security  and  comfort  during  those 
Golden  Years.  Let  us  show  you 
what  you  are  missing.  Write  or 
call  today.  615/889-6990. 

McKendree  Manor  Towers 

4343  Lebanon  Road 
Hermitage,  TN  37076 


made  in  Nanjing,"  Bishop  Ting  is  quite 
clearly  the  top  national  leader  of  a  bud¬ 
ding  Christian  movement.  He  told  our 
group  that  “by  the  end  of  1980,  there  were 
over  100  churches  reopened,  and  now 
there  are  more."  He  contends,  however, 
that  the  majority  of  China’s  Christian 
believers  are  so  far  still  worshipping  in 
homes  rather  than  in  churches. 

New  Testament  model  followed 

Ironically,  the  church  Bishop  Ting 
heads  does  not  yet  have  an  official  name 
or  structure.  Neither  does  it  have  an  es¬ 
tablished  creed  or  official  policies 
regarding  such  matters  as  clergy  ordi¬ 
nation  and  the  sacraments.  Bishop  Ting 
compares  the  approach  to  Christianity 
being  practiced  in  China  today  with  that 
of  the  New  Testament  church:  “We  must 
improvise  to  solve  problems  as  we  face 
them,  rather  than  trying  to  solve  prob¬ 
lems  first  on  a  theoretical  basis." 

Bishop  Ting  expressed  the  belief  that 
the  future  of  religion  in  general,  and 
Christianity  in  particular,  in  China  is 
bright. 

He  said  that  relatively  few  of  the 
Chinese  people  are  members  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  and  that  most  Chinese 
both  believe  in  God  and  wish  to  be  patri¬ 
otic.  And  he  expressed  confidence  that 
the  Chinese  government  no  longer  con¬ 
siders  it  either  prudent  or  necessary  to 
‘  ‘destroy  religion.” 

In  light  of  this  combination  of  circum¬ 
stances,  Bishop  Ting  said  that  the 
church’s  future  in  China  is  “very  prom¬ 
ising”  even  though  a  tiny  fraction  of  the 
total  population  is  now  Christian. 


SANTHOSHA  does  not  have 
much  to  smile  about.  She  has 
lived  in  utter  poverty  most  of  her 
life  until  she  was  accepted  at  a 
Christian  orphanage  in  south 
India.  She’s  in  third  grade  now, 
but  would  one  day  like  to  be  a 
teacher.  Perhaps  by  working 
together,  we  can  make  her  dream 
come  true. 

You  could  sponsor  Santhosha 
or  another  child  like  her  in  one  of 
60  Christian  orphanages  in  12 
countries  assisted  by  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  All  donations 
are  tax  deductible  and  in  1980  the 
corporation  sent  88%  of  funds 
received  on  overseas  for  the 
children’s  needs. 

As  a  sponsor  you  will  receive 
the  child’s  name,  address,  photo 
and  case  history  along  with  a 
description  of  the  orphanage. 

You  may  write  “your”  child 
and  you  will  receive  a  reply.  No 
one  else  is  assigned  “your"  child 
and  the  sponsorship  can  last  for 
any  length  of  time.  No  contracts 
are  signed. 

Sponsorship  is  a  joyful 
experience.  The  cost  is  only  $13  a 
month  which  averages  out  to  less 
than  44f  a  day! 

If  you  would  like  to  sponsor 
Santhosha  or  another  deserving 
youngster,  please  write  the 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC. 
office.  You’ll  receive  a  prompt 
reply. 


Write  to:  Mrs  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director,  P.O. 
Box  2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla  33880 
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Agency  to  end  links 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  By  January,  1983,  the 
national  mission  arm  of  United 
Methodism  plans  to  end  its  relationships 
with  retirement  homes  and  its  advocacy 
of  the  aging. 

The  National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  also 
voted  to  phase  out  —  by  the  same  date  — 
its  relationship  to  all  but  two  hospitals: 
Red  Bird  Hospital  in  Beverly,  Ky.,  and 
Newark  Hospital  in  El  Paso,  Tex. 

A  separate  action  on  Espanola 
Hospital  in  Espanola,  N.M.,  will  give  the 
institution’s  title  to  the  Presbyterian 
Hospital  Center  over  a  15-vear  period. 

Further,  the  agency  will  phase  out  its 
administrative  relationships  with  about 
12  church-related  colleges  except  certain 
schools  which  have  program  and  fund 
relationships  to  the  division. 

“The  actions  were  taken  to  get  rid  of 
overlap  and  clean  up  lines  of 
responsibility,"  said  Lula  Garrett,  head 
of  agency  concerns  for  the  division.  She 
called  it  an  effort  to  “clean  up  our  act,” 
since  standard-setting  responsibility  for 
retirement  homes  and  hospitals  rests 
with  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Division  and  standard-setting  for  United 
Methodist  colleges  is  lodged  with  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

From  the  division’s  viewpoint, 
advocacy  for  the  aging  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  which  prepared  a 


Homes ,  agingi 
schools  affected 

statement  on  the  aging  approved  last 
year  by  the  General  Conference. 

However,  Charles  Frazier  told 
TM/UMR  of  the  health  ministries 
division,  said  he  was  “surprised"  that 
National  Division  was  moving  out  of 
advocacy  for  the  aging. 

“It  will  be  no  problem,  but  we  will  have 
to  be  careful  not  to  drop  the  ball  as  it 
changes  courts,"  Mr.  Frazier  told 
TM/UMR.  He  said  his  division  had  a 
strong  advocacy  component  for  the  aging 
since  1970  in  addition  to  its  traditional, 
service-oriented  approach  to  the  elderly 
in  their  homes  and  to  church-related 
retirement  agencies. 

He  said  the  division  was  responsible 
for  bringing  the  issue  of  ageism 
“upfront"  in'  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  worked  for  the  flexible 
retirement  policy. 

Mr.  Frazier  said  his  office  also  has  a 
“cooperative”  relationship  with  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  which  ‘‘has  primary 
responsibility  for  public  policy  issues 
related  to  aging.” 

However,  through  the  associations  of 
health  professionals  related  to  the 
division,  “there  are  other  avenues  in  our 
network  through  which  we  can  make  a 
direct  impact  on  public  policies." 


He  said  he  was  “not  surprised"  to  see 
the  National  Division  move  out  of  the 
institutional  level  relationships  because 
so  few  are  involved. 

The  actual  number  of  institutions  is 
small  and  is  only  a  fraction  of  the  116 
agencies  to  which  the  division  relates. 
Two  retirement  homes  are  affected: 
Beulah  Home  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  and  the 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Center  in 
Salem,  Ore.  The  latter  received  $5,000 
last  year,  the  other  nothing. 

Four  hospitals  are  involved  in  the 
phase-out:  The  United  Methodist 
Hospital  of  Southern  California  in 
Arcadia,  Sibley  Hospital  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  Methodist  Hospital  in  Jacksonville, 
Fla  ,  and  Ryder  Hospital  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Of  the  Espanola  Hospital  action,  the 
property  committee  chairman  Joe 
Lively  said,  “We  did  not  want  to  put 
several  million  dollars  into  the  hospital 
to  bring  it  up  to  date.  The  Presbyterians 
want  to;  the  main  thing  is  to  maintain 
hospital  care  in  the  community.” 

The  transfer  was  requested  by  the 
Espanola  Hospital  Association,  he 
reported. 

Secondary  schools  related  to  the 
division  may  also  see  a  change  in 
relationship.  The  division  voted  that  “our 
continued  relationship  (will)  ...  be 
based  on  specific  quality  and  quantity 
standards  as  well  as  the  direct  impact  of 
the  schools  public  education  and/or 
public  school  students  in  the 
community.” 


Mission  hospitals  face  problems 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Hospitals  in 
the  Third  World  founded  by  Western 
missionaries  face  financial  problems, 
speakers  at  a  special  meeting  on  inter¬ 
national  health  care  said  here  April  7. 

“We’ve  had  a  pattern  of  hospitals 
founded  in  the  Third  World  by  Western 
missionaries,  equipped  with 
sophisticated  hardware,  available  to 
those  who  can  pay  —  with  any  surplus 
funds  used  for  treatment  of  the  poor  and 
for  medical  training,"  said  the  Rev.  John 
A.  Murdock,  who  heads  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  His 
division  and  the  World  Division  met 
jointly  recently  to  analyze  a  mixture  of 
problems,  ranging  from  economic  to 
political  pressures. 

A  task  force  of  representatives  from 
the  two  divisions  plus  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  was  asked  to 
draft  a  position  paper  “to  make  clear  to 
ourselves  and  to  the  institutions”  what 
mission  priorities  should  be  in  interna¬ 


tional  health  care,  Mr.  Murdock  said. 

One  of  the  realities  is  that  medical 
institutions  are  dependent  financially  on 
the  West,  but  Western  donors  are 
increasingly  unable  or  reluctant  to 
support  them,  he  said. 

“Mission  hospitals  must  move  to 
primary  health  care,”  he  said,  and  “to  a 
lower-level  of  care  which  is  cheaper.  But 
even  that  requires  outside  aid." 

“Creative,"  primary  health  care  is 
being  offered  some  places,  said  Joyce 
Hill,  Latin  America  secretary  for  the 
World  Division.  But  making  the  shift  can 
also  create  problems. 

In  Bolivia,  she  said,  the  Methodist 
Hospital  of  La  Paz  has  shifted  to 
providing  treatment  for  poor  persons, 
but  some  doctors  have  left  the  hospital 
and  “bad-mouthed”  the  treatment  there. 
More  seriously,  the  military  government 
which  had  provided  facilities  and  staff 
salaries  for  the  hospital’s  outpost  clinics 
has  cancelled  contracts  with  the  hospital 
“because  of  alleged  Methodist  opposition 


to  the  government,”  Ms.  Hill  reported. 

In  northern  Argentina,  she  said, 
Methodists  are  working  together  with 
three  other  denominations  and  the 
government  to  train  “barefoot  doctors" 
to  serve  Toba  Indian  communities.  The 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  helping  this 
effort  with  personnel  and  Women-in- 
Rural  Development  funds  to  provide 
clean  water,  Ms.  Hill  said. 

Dr.  Duvon  Corbitt,  a  medical  doctor 
and  former  missionary  to  Cuba  and  Zaire 
who  serves  both  divisions,  praised  the 
efforts  of  Methodist  hospitals  in  the  areas 
of  preventive  health  and  nutrition 
education.  But  he  emphasized  that 
without  economic  development, 
“medical  care  is  only  patchwork,  bailing 
out  a  leaking  boat.” 

Cathie  Lyons  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  said  an  estimated 
two-thirds  of  pregnant  women  in 
developing  countries  are  anemic.  She 
explained  that  the  low  status  of  women 
aggravates  their  health  problems. 


UM  television  ministry  said  attainable 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Raising  $25 
million  for  the  UMC’s  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry 
campaign  is  an  attainable  goal,  a 
consulting  firm  told  the  projects  steering 
committee,  and  plans  are  underway  for 
its  electronic  kick-off. 

Robert  C.  Connor,  president  of 
Community  Services  Bureau, 
recommended  the  steering  committee 
“begin  to  implement  the  fund-raising 
program  immediately"  but  that  clear 
separation  be  maintained  between  the 
TV  presence  effort,  which  falls  under 
United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom),  and  other  fund-raising 
projects  in  the  church. 

The  kick-off  event  for  the  project  will 


be  a  one-hour  program  originating  from 
the  Grand  Ole  Opry  House  here  which 
will  be  telecast  via  satellite  to  about  100 
sites  around  the  country  where  some 
7,000  volunteers  and  church  leaders  will 
gather. 

Since  no  money  has  been  generated  for 
the  project,  which  will  depend  primarily 
upon  contributions  from  individuals, 
UMCom  commission  members  agreed 
during  their  meeting  here  last  month  to 
ask  the  Television  Presence  and  Ministry 
Steering  Committee  to  advance  funds  for 
three  projects: 

•  $30,000  for  a  one-hour  prime-time 
musical  which  will  seek  commercial 
sponsorship  and  not  be  explicitly  United 
Methodist  (reaffirmation  of  a  similar 


action  it  took  last  fall); 

•  $100,000  to  produce  TV  spots  covering 
handicapping  conditions  and  on  the 
church  school  with  a  focus  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  missional 
priority ; 

•  $800,000  for  research  and  start-up 
costs  for  a  two-hour  special  dealing  with 
the  church’s  ministry  to  children  which 
will  solicit  support  from  the  television 
audience  for  specific  children’s  ministry 
projects.  It  is  projected  for  about  100 
television  markets  early  in  1983. 

National  campaign  director  A.  LeRoy 
Lightner  and  his  new  regional  directors 
will  be  selecting  one  or  more  national 
chairperson(s)  and  soliciting  major  gifts 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  project  as  no 
apportionments  will  be  made  to  churches 
or  annual  conferences. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  is  already  advancing 
funds  to  cover  expenses  of  the  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry  campaign. 

1980  General  Conference  legislation 
authorized  the  $25  million  fund-raising 
campaign,  but  it  did  not  mandate  the 
purchase  of  a  television  station.  The 
UMCom  commission,  however,  has 
supported  such  an  approach  as  a  way  to 
generate  income  for  the  church’s 
communication  ministry.  A  station  also 
would  provide  production  facilities  and 
access  to  satellites  so  that  programs 
could  be  distributed  nationally  to  other 
stations  and  cable  networks. 

Commissioners  heard  Richard  E. 
Wiley,  former  head  of  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  observe 
that  the  increasing  use  of  new  media  — 
and  particularly  cable  television,  raises 
some  "caution  flags”  about  the 
denomination’s  effort  to  purchase  a 
television  station.  Prices  are  high  and 
bargains  few,  he  said. 


Summer  At 
Claremont! 

May  27-Aug.  21, 1981 
1,2, 4  or  10  weeks 

Courses  and 
Workshops: 

Religious  Experience 
Biblical  Interpretation 
Hispanic  and  Asian  Studies 
Family  Life-Theology 
Ethics-Worship 
Christian  Education 
and  other  areas 

For  full  information  write 
School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont 

Dean  of  Summer  Session 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


Vacation  Church  School 
Everything  You  Need  Is  at  Cokesbury! 


Order  now.  Note  the  quantities  you  need,  and  mail  this  ad  to  your 
Regional  Service  Center  or  stop  by  your  Cokesbury  Bookstore  today! 
RESOURCES  FOR  CHILDREN: 

Nursery:  God  Loves  Me 

_ 7001  VCS  Guidebook  (a  2.40 

_ 7012  VCS  Class  Packet  <§  5.35 

_ 7023  VCS  Storypapers  (a  70« 

7034  Sing  and  See,  Vol.  2*  (§  8.95 


Older  Elementary:  Paul,  Courageous  for 
Christ 


(NOTE,  All  items  marked  with  an  astenskf)  are 
preferred  audiovisual  ) 

Kindergarten:  God  Cares 

- 7067  VCS  Guidebook  (5  2.40 

- 7078  VCS  Class  Packet  (5  5.35 

- 7080  VCS  Pupil's  Leaflets  (a  80c 

- 7091  Let's  Play  Together*  (5  7.95 

Younger  Elementary:  The  Bible  Helps 
Us  Know  God 

- 7125  VCS  Guidebook  (5  2.40 

- 7136  VCS  Class  Packet  (5  5.35 

- 7147  VCS  Student  Book  (a  90c 

- 7158  Bible  Stories — Hear  Them, 

Play  Them*  (§  11.95 
Middle  Elementary:  Bible  Lands  and 
Times 

- 7182  VCS  Guidebook  (a  2.40 

_ 7193  VCS  Class  Packet  (a  5.35 

- 7205  VCS  Student  Book  (a  90c 

- 7216  People  of  Israel*  (g  11.95 


- 7240  VCS  Guidebook  (5  2.40 

- 7251  VCS  Class  Packet  (§  5.35 

- 7262  VCS  Student  Book  (a  95c 

- 7273  Paul's  Friends  at  Philippi* 

(S  8.95 


FOR  YOUTH 

- 7295  God's  People  on  the  Way 

(S  1.95 

(Combination  leader  &  stu¬ 
dent  book) 

VCS  EXAMINATION  STARTER  KITS 
Look  at  all  the  resources — at  a  savings! 
If  they  don't  meet  your  needs,  return 
the  kit(s)  for  full  credit  within  45  days. 
Resources  must  be  in  salable  condi¬ 
tion.  Transportation  extra. 

- 1185  VCS  Kits  1  and  2.  Combina¬ 
tion  offer  (§  79.95.  Save  14.75! 
_ 1163  VCS  Kit  1.  All  recources  with¬ 
out  audiovisuals  (5  39.95 

- 1174  VCS  Kit  2.  Audiovisuals.  (5 

44.25 
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Recapturing  Christian  tradition 


Healing  ministries  grow 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Spiritual  healing  — 
long  met  with  skepticism  and  hostility 
because  of  showy,  televised  “miracles" 
and  quackery  —  may  be  regaining 
respectability  as  local  churches  in  main¬ 
stream  United  Methodism  begin  to 
include  it  in  their  ministries,  some 
observers  report. 

The  Rev.  James  Wagner  of  First  UMC 
in  Athens,  Ohio,  holds  annual  work¬ 
shops  to  help  ministers  and  lay  people 
conduct  Christ-centered  healing  services 
in  their  churches.  And  lately,  more 
people  than  ever  want  this  information, 
he  told  TM/UMR. 

Dr.  Wagner  said  spiritual  healing 
really  isn’t  a  new  idea,  and  that  even 
John  Wesley  included  it  in  his  ministry. 

Interest  definitely  up 

“The  interest  is  definitely  up,"  said  Dr. 
Wagner,  whose  doctorate  is  in  spiritual 
healing  from  UM-related  United  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

When  he  first  became  interested  about 
10  years  ago.  he  could  find  no  United 
Methodist  colleagues  with  whom  to 
discuss  the  subject.  Recently  however, 
he  is  being  invited  to  hold  more 
retreats  and  seminars  on  the  topic. 

“There  are  hundreds  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  where  they  have  healing 
services  as  a  regular  part  of  their 
ministry.  In  many  instances,  they  may 
have  prayers  for  healing  —  sometimes 
conducted  in  fairly  liturgical  ways,”  said 
the  Rev.  Rqss  Whetstone,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship. 

He  agrees  with  Dr.  Wagner  that 
interest  in  spiritual  healing  is  increasing, 
and  that  church  people  are  recapturing 
what  had  been  a  part  of  not  only  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition,  but  what  John  Wesley 
practiced  as  well. 

Relationships  commonly  healed 

The  most  publicized  kind  of  healing, 
however,  the  removal  of  physical  ills 
actually  is  the  least  common,  Dr. 
Wagner  said.  “The  healing  of  relation¬ 
ships”  is  the  most  common  healing 
reported  in  an  informal  survey  he  did. 
The  second  most  frequent  healing  is 
spiritual  —  involving  guilt,  forgiveness, 
sin  —  with  the  resolution  of  emotional 
and  mental  problems  the  third  most 
frequently  reported. 

The  “quackery  and  exploitation  and 
real  bad  stuff"  that  goes  on  under  the 
banner  of  spiritual  healing,  Dr.  Whet¬ 
stone  said,  is  responsible  for  some  of  the 
negative  reactions  people  have  when 
confronted  with  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
He  said  a  lot  of  good  things  are 
happening,  however,  in  churches  where 
spiritual  healing  is  accepted  as  a 
legitimate  ministry. 

People  come  to  Mt.  Washington  UMC 
New  Life  Clinic  here  from  all  over  the 
world  —  on  the  average  of  300  a  week  — 
for  Thursday  morning  healing  services 
conducted  by  Olga  Worrall  and  her  staff, 
which  includes  lay  people,  physicians 
and  ministers. 

The  staff  of  the  New  Life  Clinic,  which 
Mrs.  Worrall  heads,  feels  a  little  frus¬ 
trated,  though,  that  so  many  outside 
United  Methodism  and  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  know  about  the  30-year-old  program 

—  while  so  few  within  the  denomination 
have  heard  of  their  weekly  services. 

“Here  we  are,  known  all  over  the  world 

—  and  not  known  in  our  own  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,"  Mrs.  Worrall  said, 
shaking  her  head. 


The  Rev.  Robert  Cartwright  prays  for 
one  of  some  300  persons  attending  the 
weekly  healing  service  at  his  Mt. 
Washington  UMC  in  Baltimore. 

TM/UMR  STAFF  PHOTO 

“At  the  conference  level,  there  is  no 
one  in  the  bishop’s  office  who  has  a  list  of 
churches  who  have  healing  ministries," 
Dr.  Wagner  said  of  his  own  earlier 
search  for  colleagues  of  like  mind. 

Dr.  Wagner  said  United  Methodists  are 
often  unaware  of  the  spiritual  healing 
services  available  within  their  own 
denomination,  unless  their  local 
churches  have  them. 

Since  his  book  on  the  subject,  “Blessed 
to  be  a  Blessing"  was  published  by  Upper 
Room  last  year,  however,  Dr.  Wagner 
said  he  has  heard  from  a  number  of 
people  involved  in  such  ministries. 

The  concept  of  “spiritual  healing”  still 
raises  red  flags  in  the  minds  of  many, 
however.  A  biochemist  and  physician 
now  on  the  Mt.  Washington  UMC  New 
Life  Clinic  team  said  of  his  own 
skepticism:  “I  wanted  to  protect  people 
from  work  that  was  well-meaning  —  but 
not  well-grounded." 

Dr.  Russell  Jaffee  conducted 
laboratory  research  to  determine  what 
can  occur  during  and  after  people  lay  on 
hands.  His  tests  included  Mrs.  Worrall, 
and  he  found  that  the  progression  of  some 
chemical  reactions  is  altered  during  her 
touch. 

Another  physician  on  the  New  Life 
Clinic  team,  Dr.  Robert  Lichtman, 
responded  to  a  question  about  how  his 
medical  colleagues  react  to  his 
participation  in  spiritual  healing  as  well 
as  in  conventional  medicine. 

“The  people  out  in  the  field  taking  care 
of  their  patients  are  quite  willing  to  do 
anything  that  will  be  helpful,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Lichtman,  a  United  Methodist,  said 
he  doesn’t  insist  that  his  colleagues 
believe  as  he  does  nor  do  they  cause  him 
any  problems. 

Other  doctors  do,  however,  sometimes 
refer  patients  to  him  for  the  counseling 
that  he  includes  in  his  practice  of  internal 
medicine. 

Weekly  services  at  Walter  Reed 

The  Rev.  Rabon  Stephens,  a  United 
Methodist  chaplain  at  Walter  Reed  Army 
Hospital  in  Washington,  D.C.,  points  to 
the  weekly  services  at  his  hospital  — 
which  he  said  is  considered  “the  mecca 
of  medical  centers  in  the  military"  —  as 
one  gauge  of  the  respectability  spiritual 
healing  is  receiving  even  in  the  medical 
community. 


the  church  today 


Internship  honors  service 
of  George  H.  Outen 

NEW  YORK  —  A  new  program  of  one- 
year  student  internships  has  been 
established  in  honor  of  the  late  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  Rev.  George  H. 
Outen,  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  intern  program  provides  field 
work  for  graduate  students  preparing  for 
careers  in  ecumenical  service. 

Two  interns  are  already  on  the  job, 
according  to  division  head  Kenyon  C. 
Burke.  Donations  are  being  solicited 
from  denominations  and  individuals  to 
expand  the  program.  Intern  applications 
and/or  donations  may  be  sent  to:  NCC 
Division  of  Church  and  Society,  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  N  Y.  10115. 

UMC  membership  declines  but 
church  school  attendance  up 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  membership  declined  again 
slightly  in  1980,  but  an  educator  and 
statistician  here  says  there  are  several 
reasons  for  optimism,  particularly  in 
church  school  attendance  trends. 

The  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  staff 
executive  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Section  on  Education,  points  with 
enthusiasm  to  the  .4  percent  increase  in 
the  number  of  adults  enrolled  in  the 
church  school,  the  first  increase 
recorded  in  that  category  since  1961.  In 
what  he  says  he  believes  is  a  related 
trend,  enrollment  in  the  children’s 
division  showed  the  lowest  annual  rate  of 
decline  since  1962  (1.3  percent). 

Scarritt  continues 
healthy  recovery 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The 
“rebirth"  of  Scarritt  College  as  a 
graduate  center  for  Christian  education 
and  church  music  was  proclaimed  here 
recently  as  President  Donald  J.  Welch 
announced  new  faculty  appointments. 


The  announcement  is  another  step  in 
Scarritt’s  recovery  from  financial 
troubles  which  came  to  a  crisis  point  late 
in  1979,  Mr.  Welch  pointed  out.  Cutbacks 
in  faculty,  staff  and  support  personnel 
and  refinement  of  the  college’s  academic 
program  were  necessary.  The  school  is 
dropping  its  undergraduate  program  this 
spring  to  become  a  graduate  school  only. 
Scarritt’s  recovery  was  greatly  helped 
by  an  anonymous  $2  million  gift  early  in 
1980.  The  school  hopes  to  have  150 
graduate  students  enrolling  this  fall. 

“With  our  budget  balanced  and  our 
faculty  in  place,  the  Scarritt  community 
moves  with  confidence  to  our  next  step 
which  is  intensive  recruiting,”  Mr. 
Welch  said. 

World  food  supply 
again  precariously  low 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  world 
food  situation  is  fragile  and  precarious 
with  all  ingredients  present  for  a  return 
to  the  critical  food  shortage  of  the  early 
1970s,  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  was  told  here  during  its  April 
meeting. 

For  a  billion  people  on  earth,  hunger  is 
the  over-riding  factor,  said  the  Rev.  J. 
Harry  Haines,  top  staff  executive  of 
UMCOR.  “There  are  five  million  hungry, 
frightened,  desperate  people  in  Africa 
alone  and  every  possibility  that 
widespread  famine  will  send  that 
number  rocketing.  Yet  our  government 
has  no  declared  position  on  world 
hunger!” 

As  a  result,  UMCOR  directors  voted  to 
send  a  letter  to  President  Reagan  and 
members  of  Congress  requesting  the 
development  of  a  position  and  policy  on 
world  hunger  giving  high  priority  to  the 
elimination  of  hunger  which  is  now 
technically  possible. 

In  a  more  tangible  action,  the  directors 
approved  grants  totaling  $1.3  million  to 
projects  in  58  countries.  Of  these,  68 
percent  will  be  directed  to  programs 
attacking  the  root  causes  of  hunger. 


Just  as  physicians  shy  away  from 
making  guarantees  to  their  patients,  so 
do  people  participating  in  church-related 
healing  services. 

“The  person  laying  on  hands  is  just  a 
channel  for  the  healing  energy  of  God,” 
Col.  Stephens  said.  If  a  person’s  recovery 
is  speedier  than  doctors  expect  —  an 
occurrence  often  reported  in  healing 
ministries  —  he  warned,  “I  don’t  think 
we  ought  to  be  claiming  this  was  what  did 
it.” 

Individuals  who  come  to  the  altar  rail 
are  not  publicly  asked,  following  the 
laying  on  of  hands,  “Are  you  healed? 
Tell  us,  are  you  healed?”  in  his  services 
or  those  conducted  by  Dr.  Wagner  or 
Mrs.  Worrall. 

Make  no  promises 

“We  make  absolutely  no  promises.  We 
wait  upon  the  Lord,"  Mrs.  Worrall  said. 

“We  want  to  make  sure  that  the 
participants  understand  that  in  the 
service,  all  that  we  do,  we  do  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Cartwright  of  the  service  at  his  Mt. 
Washington  UMC. 

Herein  lies  what  Dr.  Wagner  sees  as  a 
fundamental  difference  between  the 
spiritual  healing  which  is  “compatible” 
with  the  local  church’s  ministry  and  the 
performances  of  “faith  healers"  with 
whom  a  number  of  people  have  had  bad 
experiences. 

The  “faith  healing"  services  which 
sometimes  cause  people  to  have  negative 
reactions,  he  said,  also  may  place  a  great 
deal  of  emphasis  on  the  healing  prowess 
of  one  particular  individual  —  a  practice 
carefully  avoided  in  services  observed 
by  TM/UMR  at  Mt.  Washington  UMC 
here. 

Dr.  Whetstone  ties  renewed  interest  in 
spiritual  healing  to  “the  demise  of  the 
print  culture  and  the  rise  of  the 
electronic  media.  People  don’t  so  much 
want  information  about  things  as  they 
want  to  experience  them." 

Mr.  Cartwright  said  he  believed  a  lot  of 
United  Methodists  “are  really  hungry" 
for  healing  ministries,  but  “ministers 
are  afraid  to  become  involved  because 
they  say  they  don’t  know  what  their 
people"  would  think  or  do  if  they  learned 
of  such  involvement. 


Some  uncomfortable 


How  uncomfortable  some  ministers 
are  with  spiritual  healing  may  best  be 
seen  in  the  young  pastor  quoted  by  Dr. 
Wagner  in  his  book:  “I’ve  been  trying  to 
ignore  it,  but  healing  through  prayer 
keeps  happening  in  my  ministry." 

None  of  the  individuals  involved  in 
spiritual  healing  who  talked  with 
TM/UMR  suggested  that  their  services 
should  take  the  place  of  conventional 
medical  care.  Dr.  Whetstone,  whose 
fellowship  is  associated  with  the  UM 
charismatic  movement,  emphasized  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  can  effect  miracle  cures, 
but  a  person  can  also  be  divinely  guided 
to  appropriate  medical  treatment. 

While  none  of  the  individuals  rule  out 
miraculous  cures,  and  most  can  cite 
examples,  they  suggest  that  the  “cure” 
may  take  time.  And  it  may  not  even  be 
what  the  supplicant  expected. 

“Healing  is  a  process  just  like  sickness 
is  a  process.  It  usually  takes  awhile  for 
us  to  get  sick,"  Dr.  Wagner  said. 
"Healing  is  a  process,  too.  We  say  prayer 
speeds  up  the  healing  process.  The  bones 
will  mend  without  prayer  —  but  when  we 
apply  prayer  therapy  with  the  other 
therapies,  something  mysterious 
happens  and  the  process  is  speeded  up." 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR  1981  Dr.  Ira  Allen, 
director.  His  15th  journey  into  Bible  Lands. 
The  finest  Deluxe  Tour  you  will  not  find  a 
better  one.  Many  special  features.  Israel, 
Jordon,  Petra,  Germany,  much  much 
more. 

CHINA  TOUR  1981  Dr.  Allen,  director. 
Free  Brochures.  1015  W.  Cedar.  Redlands. 
CA  92373. _ 


800-527-9373 

IN  TEXAS  COLLECT  214-744-0346 
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Bell  &  Howell 

CRS  PRICE  $938.00 

New  1981  List  {1175.00 

Shipped  prepaid  when  check  comet  with  order. 
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Church  Resource  Systems 
P-O.  Bo*  990 •Dallas,  Texas  75221 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Needed  full-time  for  1550 
member  church  in  central  Florida.  Well  established 
relational  youth  ministries  program.  Contact: 
Gerald  E.  Chambers.  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  236,  Maitland,  Florida  32751. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  &  YOUTH  WANTED:  June 
1981  Direct  responsibility  for  an  adult  and  a  youth 
choir  (weekly  service  and  rehearsal ),  mixed  age  bell 
choir  (weekly  rehearsal,  and  children's  music 
program.  Supervise  volunteer  directors  of  three 
additional  bell  choirs,  and  jointly  (with  the  Pastor) 
supervise  the  youth  program.  A  vital  congregation  of 
900  in  a  new  building  and  location,  an  accomplished 
church  organist,  a  tradition  of  good  music.  For  more 
information  call  or  write  Rev.  Roland  McGregor, 
First  UMC,  1501  Sycamore,  Clovis,  New  Mexico 
88101.  (505)  763-3461. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH:  Kendall  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Miami,  Florida  is  seeking  a  person  to 
serve  as  Minister  of  Youth  The  church  has  a 
membership  and  constituency  list  of  over  3,000.  It  is 
located  in  the  best  residential  area  off  Biscayne  Bay. 
The  salary  is  $13,500  and  other  benefits,  including 
expense  allowance,  medical  insurance,  continuing 
education,  time  and  fund  and  one  month's  annual 
leave  Position  will  be  filled  for  June  1,  1981.  Contact 
Tom  Culberson,  7600  S.W,  104  Street,  Miami.  Fl 
33156,  phone  (305  )  667-0343  or  665-7349. 
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In  Biloxi 9  Miss. 

UMW  holds  successful  retreat 


Estelle  Dameron 
Retreat  Leader 


Over  150  participated  in  UMWomen’s  Retreat 


Maj.  Paul  Durbin  named 
National  Guard  chaplain 


Chaplain  Maj.  Paul  G.  Durbin 


Centenary  College  graduate  Chaplain 
Maj.  Paul  G.  Durbin  has  been  named  the 
chaplain  for  the  State  Headquarters  of 
the  Louisiana  Army  National  Guard. 

A  native  of  Athens.  La..  Durbin 
received  his  Master  of  Divinity  from 


Emory  University  and  graduated  the 
Chandler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  in  1961.  He  was  ordained  an  elder  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  1962  after 
serving  as  pastor  for  the  Doyline- 
Mclntyre  United  Methodist  Church  from 
1961-1962. 

Durbin  spent  more  than  14  years  on 
active  duty  with  the  US  Army  serving  at 
Ft.  Slocum.  N.Y.  where  he  graduated  the 
Army’s  Chaplain’s  school,  followed  by  a 
tour  of  duty  at  Ft.  Polk,  La.  as  the 
Training  Center  clergyman,  and 
subsequent  assignments  in  West 
Germany  spending  one  and  one  half 
years  at  Stuttgart  and  an  equal  amount 
of  time  at  New  Ulm  from  1964  to  1976. 

Following  his  tour  in  Germany  he  was 
assigned  as  chaplain  for  the  1st  Squadron 
10th  Cavalry  and  later  the  3rd  Brigade, 
4th  Infantry  Division  in  Viet  Nam. 

Durbin  returned  to  the  United  States  to 
attend  the  Chaplain  Career  Course  at  Ft. 
Hamilton,  N.Y.  is  1969,  and  from  there  he 
journeyed  to  Ft.  Hood,  Tex.  for  his  next 
assignment. 

He  served  as  the  chaplain  in  charge  of 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education  at  Walter 
Reed  Army  Medical  Center  from  1970  to 
1972  before  he  travelled  to  Bangkok, 
Thailand  where  he  served  from  1973  to 
1975. 


Prior  to  his  release  from  active  duty  in 
1976,  he  spent  almost  a  year  at  Brooks 
Army  Medical  Center,  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Tex.,  and  upon  his  release  from 
active  duty  became  associate  chaplain 
for  Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans. 

The  travelling  chaplain  entered  the 
Louisiana  National  Guard  in  January 
1977  and  served  with  the  Guard’s  773rd 
Supply  and  Service  Battalion,  141st  Field 
Artillery  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the 
post  of  State  Chaplain. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
institutional  chaplains  for  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  and  co-authored 
a  brochure  entitled  “The  Chaplain  in 
Total  Person  Care  for  Hospitals  and 
Prisons.”  He  was  also  co-author  of  an 
article  titled  “The  Chaplain  in  Total 
Person  Care”  which  was  published  in  the 
summer  of  1980  edition  of  the  Camillian 
Journal  of  the  National  Association-  of 
Catholic  Chaplains. 

For  his  work  as  a  military  clergyman, 
Durbin  has  received  the  Bronze  Star 
Medal,  the  Meritorious  Service  Medal, 
Joint  Service  Commendation  Medal, 
Army  Reserve  Medal  and  Army 
Commendation  Medal  with  Oak  Leaf 
Cluster. 


Dillard  holds  Honors  Day  meet 


Dillard  University  held  its  Academic 
Excellence  Honors  Day  Convocation 
honoring  the  outstanding  students  of  the 
University. 

Students  honored  at  the  convocation 
were  those  with  4.0  (straight.  A 
averages),  honor  roll  students, 
University  Scholars,  those  nominated  to 
Who’s  Who  Among  Students  in  American 
Colleges  and  Universities,  and  members 
of  honor  societies  for  their  academic 
achievement. 

Dr.  Daniel  C.  Thompson,  vice 
president  for  academic  affairs, 
presented  the  honorees,  who  were 
congratulated  by  President  Samuel  D. 
Cook  for  their  achievements.  Cook, 
president  of  the  university,  said,  “You 
deserve  to  be  honored.  We  salute  you.  We 
are  very  proud  of  you.  At  Dillard  we 
honor  academic  excellence,  we  cultivate 
it,  we  pay  homage  to  it.” 

Speaker  at  the  convocation  was  Dr. 
Julius  S.  Scott,  president  of  Paine 
College,  Augusta  Ga. 

In  his  address,  Scott  said,  “The 
functions  of  knowledge  are  to  enlighten, 
to  enliven  the  spirit,  and  to  empower  the 
community." 

Scott’s  topic  for  the  convocation  was 
“The  Functions  of  Knowledge  and  the 
Claims  and  Obligations  of  Scholarship.” 
He  is  the  tenth  president  of  Paine 
College,  the  second  black  and  the  first 
Ph.D.  to  hold  the  office. 

Scott  went  on  to  say,  “What  is 
happening  here  today  is  an  affirmation  of 
the  importance  of  the  scholarly  activity. 
This  is  a  community  of  the  enlightened. 
You  are  in  this  place  to  expand  the  mind 
and  pursue  truth.” 


According  to  Scott,  “Knowledge  and 
scholarship  not  only  enlighten,  they  also 
enliven  the  spirit.  Education  is  vapid  and 
irrelevent  unless  it  touches  the  spirit. 
Collegiate  experience  must  touch  upon 
values,  virtues,  priorities  and  purposes, 
otherwise  we  end  up  at  tragic  dead 
ends.” 

“Watergate  was  such  a  national 
tragedy,”  said  Scott.  “  The  brightest 
and  the  best’  graduates  of  the  best 
schools  in  the  nation  were  arrested  as 
common  criminals  for  lying  and 
stealing.  Why?  Because  the  enlightened 
were  not  enlivened  —  what  was  in  their 
minds  was  not  in  their  souls.” 

The  educated,”  he  continued,  “must 
empower  the  community,  for  knowledge 
is  also  compassion,  commitment,  and 


service.  The  genius  of  the  black  colleges 
has  been  that  they  are  not  islands 
insulated  from  experience.  They  have 
been  the  contexts  of  analysis,  the  venues 
in  which  the  planning  and  strategies  of 
change  have  taken  place.  This  is  no 
accident.” 

Scott  was  awarded  “The  Dillard 
University  Distinguished  Achievement 
Award  by  President  Cook  “in  recognition 
of  contributions  as  teacher,  scholar, 
author,  education  administrator  citizen 
and  human  being." 

Other  program  participants  included 
Dr.  Elton  C.  Harrison,  vice  president  for 
administration  and  planning,  the  Rev. 
William  L.  Jones,  admissions  counselor 
and  the  Dillard  University  Concert 
Choir. 


Maggie  Lawrence  on  her  three-wheeled  bicycle 


Over  150  participants  were  on  hand  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women’s  retreat  at  the 
Seashore  Methodist  Assembly  in  Biloxi,  Miss. 

The  theme  for  the  retreat  was  “Journey  Into  Newness”  and 
the  co-chairmen  of  the  event  were  Norma  Winegeart  and 
Mary  A.  Compton. 

Estelle  Dameron  was  the  leader  of  the  weekend  retreat, 
with  Audry  Milo  in  charge  of  music  and  worship. 

The  weekend  was  spent  very  productively  as  the  group  met 
together  and  in  smaller  groups  for  in-depth  and  also 
encounter  Bible  studies. 

The  bi-annual  event  has  become  a  very  important  part  of 
the  conference  work  and  is  eagerly  anticipated  by  the 
participants. 

Aside  from  the  150  “retreaters,”  there  were  also  many 
others  participating  as  “at  home  retreatants”  in  the  Biloxi 
area. 


N.O.  Spanish  minis  try - 
A  joint  effort  for  good 


(Editor’s  Note:  Dr.  Juan  Sanfiel  and 
his  wife,  Marta,  operate  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  ministry  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Canal  Street  in  New 
Orleans.) 

By  Dr.  Juan  Sanfiel 
What  the  Statistics  Do  Not  Reveal. 

Statistics  do  reflect  numbers  in  terms 
of  people,  contributions  made  and 
probably  needs  fulfilled.  However,  they 
do  not  reveal  the  motivation  behind  the 
results.  The  factors  of  love, 
comprehension  and  human 
understanding.  It  is  to  those  factors  that  I 
would  like  to  address  myself. 

In  the  development  of  the  Spanish 
Ministry  in  our  community,  we  would  be 
handicapped  if  clothes,  toys,  household 
items,  financial  contributions  and  the 
like  would  not  have  come  out  way. 

At  the  risk  of  unintentionally  omitting 
a  name,  the  follow  ing  persons  and  groups 
come  to  mind.  They  include  the  churches 
of  First  Church,  St.  Matthew,  St.  Luke, 
Munholland,  Gretna,  Ruston,  Elysian 
Fields,  the  commission  on  missions  at 
the  Asbury,  Lafayette  church,  Mrs. 
Wier,  and  the  personal  help  of  Mrs. 
William  P.  Fraser,  who  volunteered  her 

Webb  Speaks 

Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  spoke  at  a  recent 
meditation  held  at  Dillard  University  in 
the  Lawless  Memorial  Chapel. 

Webb,  speaking  on  the  subject  of  “A 
Rock  in  the  Deep  —  A  Seacaptain  Finds 
His  Course,”  told  his  collegiate  audience, 
“You  are  being  pressured.  We  are 
socially  and  morally  confused.” 

Webb’s  message  came  from  his 
experiences  as  commanding  officer  of 
the  HMS  Switha,  a  ship  of  the  Royal 
British  Navy.  The  native  of  Wales  told 
the  group  about  his  misfortunes  when  he 
was  forced  to  navigate  a  ship  without  a 
radio  or  compass  in  thick  fog  in  the  area 
of  the  Isle  of  White.  The  area,  called  the 
“Needles,”  is  notorious  for  being  rocky. 

"Our  grand  statements  of  principle 
and  brave  statements  of  belief  are 
muddles  the  moment  we  start  actually 
behaving.  The  moment  we  get  into 
action.  I  believe  it  is  God  who  brings  us 


time  and  talent  to  play  the  piano  for  our 
childrens  choir. 

In  the  front  line  of  battle  to  which  we 
have  been  called  more  often  than  not,  we 
find  the  company  of  the  Rev.  H.  A. 
Harrington  and  the  staff  of  the  First 
UMC,  running  that  “Second  Mile” 
leading  our  marriage  encounter  group, 
helping  in  counseling,  together  with 
helping  with  individual  marriage 
problems  arise  or  going  with  us  to  court 
to  provide  support  to  that  innocent 
adolescent  who  has  been  misunderstood 
about  his  motives. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  contributions 
of  an  individual,  a  committee  or  a 
congregation  at  large  we  are  brought 
once  again  to  the  realization  of  the 
motivating  factors  of  love, 
comprehension  and  human  development, 
which  rise  in  our  hearts  as  prayers  of 
thanksgiving. 

And  when  we  realize  the  meaning  of 
the  teachings  of  our  Lord,  “Because  you 
minister  unto  one  of  my  little  ones,  you 
minister  unto  those”  are  the  factors 
which  the  statistics  do  not  reveal. 

To  all  our  thanks  and  love. 

at  Dillard 

through  when  we  cannot  navigate  for 
ourselves,  as  we  go  through  the  needles 
of  our  lives,”  said  Webb,  telling  how 
through  courage  and  faith  a  seemingly 
hopeless  situation  was  solved  while  off 
the  coast  of  the  Isle  of  White. 

Dr.  Samuel  D.  Cook,  president  of 
Dillard  University,  introduced  Webb  to 
the  group,  calling  him,  “A  distinguished 
scholar,  author,  minister,  teacher, 
education  administrator,  playwrite, 
humanist,  and  an  exponent  of  social  and 
racial  justice  and  one  of  the  finest  college 
presidents  in  America.” 

The  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  university 
chaplain  for  Dillard,  conducted  the 
meditation. 

S.  Carver  Davenport,  assistant 
professor  of  music  at  the  University,  led 
the  singing  of  “Lift  Every  Voice  and 
Sing,”  and  Dr.  Herman  D.  Taylor 
accompanied  on  the  university  organ. 


92-year-old  patron  travels  3-wheel-style 


People  often  have  various  ways  of 
getting  from  place  to  place,  but  Maggie 
Lawrence  has  a  special  way  of  doing  it, 
expecially  for  someone  as  young  as  she  is 
-92. 

Well,  at  least  Maggie  will  be  92  in 
October. 

In  the  mean  time,  Maggie  travels  to 
the  Merryville  United  Methodist  Church 


on  a  three-wheeled  bicycle.  Living  only 
two  blocks  from  the  church,  Maggie 
takes  the  chance  to  get  a  little  help  for 
the  body,  as  well  as  the  soul. 

Maggie  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Merryville  church  since  1946  and 
remains  an  active  member  in  the  church 
community. 

Keep  it  up  Maggie. 


Correction 


The  following  is  a  correction  to  the 
story  “Retirement  Homes”  on  the 
special  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
page  of  the  April  17  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  story 
should  read: 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Karl  Tooke 
now  occupy  the  home  in  Ruston 
formerly  occupied  by  Mrs.  John 
Geick.  Reverend  Tooke  spent  in  the 


neighborhood  of  $10,000  remodeling 
this  home.  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Oakley  Lee  are  temporarilly 
occupying  the  home  in  Westlake. 
The  Natchitoches  home  will  be 
occupied  by  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Abe 
Conerly  in  June.  The  Pontchatoula 
home  will  be  occupied  by  Reverend 
and  Mrs.  Burl  Dampier  after  Annual 
Conference.  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
James  Hodges  moved  to  Mississippi 
and,  at  present,  the  Lakeview, 
Minden  home  is  unoccupied. 


The  Rev.  Van  Carpenter,  pastor  of  the 
Leggett  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Biloxi,  Miss.,  is  shown  with 
Norma  Winegeart  and  Mary  A.  Compton, 
co-chairmen  of  the  retreat. 
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St.  James 

dedicates 
new  altar 


A  special  service  of  dedication 
was  held  at  the  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  March  1,  1981, 
during  the  regular  morning  worship 
service. 

The  dedication  was  for  a  new 
communion  altar  which  w'as  given  to 
the  church  by  Lauretta  C.  Johnson, 
in  memory  of  the  late  Arthur  M 
Johnson,  her  husband. 

Mr  Johnson  served  the  church  in 
various  capacities,  including 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
and  first  president  of  The  United 
Methodist  Men. 

Chairman  of  the  Board  Richard  G. 
Stewart  accepted  the  gift  on  behalf 
of  the  congregation. 
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Missionaries  should  be  protected 
from  use  by  intelligence  agencies 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


MAY  1,  1981 


Leadership  by  hierarchy  needs  to  be  regained 


The  mission  arm  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  joined  the  growing 
list  of  denominational  mission  bodies  and 
religious  organizations  which  have 
decided  in  recent  months  to  adopt  ‘‘no 
ransom”  policies  for  missionaries  and 
other  foreign  workers  kidnapped  and/or 
held  hostage  (see  TM/UMR,  April  17). 

The  policy  states  “no  ransom  will  be 
authorized  on  the  basis  that  such 
response  places  in  jeopardy  all  personnel 
and  programs  of  the  church.”  The  new 
policy  is  still  subject  to  review  by  legal 
counsel  and  approval  by  the  missionaries 
themselves,  but  early  response  indicates 
that  the  missionaries  will  overwhelmingly 
support  the  move. 

The  “no  ransom”  policy  follows  a  1980 
General  Conference  resolution 
instructing  the  World  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
prohibit  the  use  of  its  personnel  as  paid 
or  unpaid  informers  to  any  official  or 
unofficial  intelligence  agency  of  any 
government.  That  action  was  at 
least  partially  intended  to  notify  political 
groups  in  countries  where  our 
missionaries  serve  that  the  UMC’s 
official  position  is  not  to  be  an  extension 
of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  or  any 
government  intelligence  gathering 
agency  —  U.S.  or  otherwise. 

We  heartily  endorse  these  efforts  by 
the  General  Conference  and  the  World 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  protect  our  denomination’s 
mission  related  personnel  in  foreign 
countries. 

Mission  leaders  have  become 
particularly  sensitive  to  the  dangers  of 
kidnapping,  ransom  demands  and  the 
likely  consequence  of  death  since  the 
execution  in  mid-March  of  Charles 
Bitterman  III.  Mr.  Bitterman,  a  Wycliffe 
Bible  translator  with  the  Summer  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Linguistics,  was  kidnapped  by 
Colombian  terrorists  who  alleged  he  and 
the  Institute  were  involved  in  CIA 
operations  in  their  country.  He  was  killed 
by  his  kidnappers  after  seven-weeks  in 
captivity  during  which  the  Institute 
remained  firm  in  its  policy  not  to  pull  200 
of  Mr.  Bitterman’s  co-workers  from 
Colombia  as  the  ransom  for  his  life. 

Missionaries  and  missionary 
programs  have  lived  for  many  years 
with  charges  by  various  groups  in  many 
countries  that  they  were  operatives  and 
fronts  for  U.S.  intelligence  groups  —  in 
particular  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency.  The  situation  has  been 
aggravated  by  the  fact  that  some 
individual  missionaries  and  missionary 
groups  have  actually  aided  the  CIA  — 
sometimes  knowingly  and  sometimes 
unwittingly. 

In  spite  of  the  various  efforts  by  our 
denomination  and  other  groups  to  protect 
their  missionary  personnel  from 
terrorist  acts,  the  danger  to  such 


personnel  is  still  very  probable. 

We  believe  this  continuing  danger  has 
many  of  its  roots  in  the  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  Congress  to  restrict  the  CIA  in  its 
using  of  missionaries  and  missionary 
programs  for  intelligence  purposes, 
frequently  without  their  knowledge. 

As  late  as  last  year  when  Congress 
discussed  whether  or  not  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  missionaries  by  the  CIA,  the  law¬ 
makers  decided  to  back  away  from  the 
question  and  left  the  decision  to  the 
discretion  of  CIA  directors.  At  almost 
the  same  time  former  President  Carter 
was  saying  to  Chinese  leaders  that  he 
was  eager  for  the  gates  of  China  to  be 
opened  to  missionaries,  former  CIA 
Director  Stansfield  Turner  said  that  the 
CIA  should  be  authorized  to  use 
missionaries  for  intelligence  work. 

We  believe  our  missionaries  cannot 
hope  to  be  safe  from  terrorist  threats  as 
long  as  the  CIA  has  an  open  policy  of 
using  missionaries  in  its  intelligence 
gathering  efforts.  If  we  of  the  UMC  are 
genuinely  concerned  about  the  safety  of 
our  foreign  mission  personnel,  we 
believe  it  is  imperative  that  we  impress 
upon  our  representatives  in  Congress 
that  the  CIA  must  be  prohibited  from 
endangering  the  lives  of  missionaries  by 
using  them  in  intelligence  gathering 
operations. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  DALE  E.  AUSTIN 

In  the  course  of  answering  the 
doctrinal  questions  required  of  all 
candidates  for  the  ordained  ministry  of 
the  UMC,  I  learned  that  I’m  a  great 
believer  in  the  tension  of  paradox.  For 
instance,  although  it  sounds 
contradictory,  at  the  same  time  God  is 
both  “immanent”  and  “transcendent” 
—  very  close  to  us  and  far  above  us.  The 
tension  created  by  those  two  ideas  is 
necessary  if  we  are  to  project  an 
adequate  understanding  of  God. 

We  have  lost  —  and  need  to  recover  — 
a  similar  paradoxical  tension  when  we 
speak  of  the  relationship  between  the 
hierarchy  of  our  church  and  “the 
grassroots.”  As  I  have  read  through  the 
pages  of  the  “Reporter”  during  the  last 
couple  years,  I  have  been  amazed  at  the 
number  of  letters  claiming  insensitivity 
on  the  part  of  "the  hierarchy”  toward  the 
feelings  of  the  church’s  membership. 
These  letters  express  a  strong 
understanding  of  “hierarchy  as 
servant,”  but  they  miss  altogether  the 
necessary  and  equally  important 
counterpart:  hierarchy  as  leader. 

Servant  nature  stressed 

For  years  now  we  have  stressed  the 
servant  nature  of  our  church’s 
hierarchical  structure.  We  have  even 
emphasized  church-wide  that  our 
structure  functions  “from  the  bottom 
up”  —  the  local  church  sending  members 


to  annual  conference  and,  through  them, 
to  the  General  Conference  or  to  serve  on 
general  boards  and  agencies.  The 
“chain  of  command"  is  from  the  many  to 
the  few,  the  hierarchy  responding  to  the 
wishes  of  the  “grassroots”  of  the  church. 
Consequently,  when  members  of  the 
hierarchy  voice  opinions  which  do  not 
coincide  with  the  ‘‘grassroots” 
consensus,  the  accusations  of 
insensitivity  are  once  again  raised:  “You 
are  no  longer  speaking  for  the  United 
Methodists  at  the  grassroots  level !  ’  ’ 

The  Iranian  crisis  provided  many  fine 
examples  of  this  problem.  Our  bishops 
and  other  “hierarchy”  people  often  were 
accused  of  being  traitors  (giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy)  when  their  calls 
for,  and  acts  of,  reconciliation  and 
understanding  became  public  (loving 
their  enemy).  When  a  recent  article  in 
the  “Reporter"  quoted  church  officials 
as  saying  we,  as  United  Methodists,  are 
in  a  unique  position  to  help  heal  the 
wounds  between  our  two  nations,  the 
article  was  subsequently  criticized  as 
untimely  and  not  representing  the 
feelings  of  most  United  Methodists. 

It  probably  didn’t.  Most  United 
Methodists  are  Americans,  and  were  and 
still  are  bitter  and  angry  at  a  nation  that 
held  52  of  our  citizens  hostage  for  more 
than  14  months.  Are  we  supposed  simply 
to  forgive  and  forget,  as  some  members 
of  our  "hierarchy"  would  have  us  do,  and 
start  mending  relations  with  a  nation 


which  condoned  illegal  terrorist 
activity? 

In  light  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  God’s  gracious  forgiveness  of  our 
sins,  if  we  call  ourselves  Christians,  the 
answer  must  be  a  resounding  “Yes”.  As 
Americans,  we  may  not  want  to  forgive; 
as  Christians,  we  must.  The  crisis  has 
passed;  the  time  for  reconciliation  has 
come. 

Because  we  like  to  think  of  our 
church’s  "hierarchy”  as  servants 
commissioned  to  repond  to  the  directives 
of  “the  grassroots  majority,"  it  was  only 
natural  to  lash  out  at  them  for  calling  for 
reconciliation.  Healing  wasn’t  the  desire 
felt  by  “the  grassroots  majority.”  But 
there  comes  a  time  when  our  church’s 
leaders,  as  representatives  before  the 
world  of  that  portion  of  the  body  of  Christ 
known  as  United  Methodism,  must  do 
what  is  right,  regardless  of  majority 
opinion.  There  comes  a  time  when  they 
must  act  in  accordance  with  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  rather  than  the  nationalistic 
spirit  of  the  masses  (who  are  not  always 
right).  There  comes  a  time  when  our 
“hierarchy"  must  assume  a  leadership 
role  rather  than  the  traditional  servant 
role. 

Our  church’s  ‘hierarchy* 
represents  a  paradox 

Our  church’s  "hierarchy”  —  the 
bishops,  general  boards  and  agencies, 


Funding  fears  should  be  replaced  by  faith 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  your  editorial  in  the 
April  3rd  issue  headlined  ‘Biting  bullet’ 
for  pensions  should  not  be  at  expense  of 
other  ministries.”  I  applaud  you  on  both 
the  content  and  the  courage  of  this 
editorial.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  quite 
correct  in  its  assumption  that  many 
conferences  will  cut  back  on  essential 
programs  in  order  to  pay  the  additional 
cost  of  one  such  as  this  which  is 
mandatory. 

In  my  judgment,  many  of  our  church 
leaders  are  expressing  too  much  fear 
about  the  additional  funding  that  will  be 
required  to  support  this  worthwhile 
program.  There  seems  to  be  a  loss  of 
faith,  both  in  God  to  supply  and  in  our 
people  to  serve  as  the  channel  of  the 
resources  that  are  necessary  to  allow  the 
church  to  continue  to  grow. 

I  have  watched  the  process  from  a 
number  of  different  angles.  It  seems  to 
run  something  like  this:  the  increase  in 
dollar-giving  is  predictable,  and 
therefore,  we  can  not  increase  our 
budget  beyond  the  amount  of  income  we 
expect. 

'hie  difficulty  with  that  prediction  is 
that  in  too  many  cases,  it  is  self- 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Christian  visitor  discovers 
Cuba  openness— to  a  point 


Three  roving  troubadours  with  guitar 
and  mellow  tenor  voices  approached  my 
table  in  the  back  room  of  La  Bodequita 
del  Medio,  a  favorite  hangout  of  Ernest 
Hemingway.  No  tips  necessary  —  the 
Cuban  government  pays  the  musicians’ 
salaries.  It’s  that  kind  of  government 
influence  in  nearly  everything  that 
makes  Americans  suspicious  of  reports 
coming  from  groups  such  as  my  own, 
which  included  eight  religion  editors  and 
leaders.  The  troubling  question  on  the 
mind  of  any  journalist  reporting  on  a 
country  for  the  first  time  is:  Does  what 
I’ve  seen  and  heard  bear  any  relationship 
to  what  really  is  going  on  here? 
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Mr.  Beck 

I  was  quite  surprised  at  our  freedom  to 
try  to  get  an  accurate  picture.  The  Cuban 
government  provided  a  van,  a  driver  and 
a  young  translator  anytime  we  wanted 
and  set  up  several  interviews  with  govern¬ 
ment  people  which  we  could  accept  or  not. 
Probably  75  percent  of  my  interviews 
with  Christians  were  not  in  the  presence 
of  the  government  translator.  And  per¬ 
haps  half  of  those  were  outside  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  government. 

Our  group  often  split  into  pairs  to 
pursue  different  subjects.  We  were  free 
to  use  taxis,  buses,  our  feet  and  to  talk  to 
any  Cuban  we  might  encounter  on  our 
jaunts  through  the  streets.  For  the  most 
part,  people  seemed  open. 

The  government  van  transported  us  to 
some  of  the  poorest  neighborhoods.  When 
we  asked  our  driver  to  stop  so  we  could 
make  an  impromptu  visit  to  something  at¬ 
tracting  our  attention,  we  were  obliged. 

Our  first  night,  a  Communist  Party 
leader  encouraged  us  to  talk  with  as 
many  common  people  as  possible  and  to 
ask  probing  questions.  We  did  and  were 
able  to  use  personal  tales  we  heard  to 
challenge  government  officials  on  many 
of  their  platitudes  (no  difference  here 
from  the  United  States).  And  on  the  basis 
of  complaints  we  didn’t  hear,  we  also  had 
to  consider  that  many  of  the  platitudes 
contained  a  lot  of  truth. 

I’ve  always  been  suspicious  of  some 
church  groups  which  tour  Cuba  and  come 
out  singing  the  praises  of  the  Revolution. 
Perhaps  because  of  the  hostile  attitude  of 
our  government  toward  Cuba  for  so  long, 
I  expected  conditions  there  to  be  much 
worse.  Instead,  I  was  favorably 
impressed  with  much  that  I  saw  when 
comparing  it  with  my  observations  In 
Mexico,  for  example,  and  in  some  cases, 
in  the  United  States. 

Nonetheless,  there  are  disquieting 
sights:  As  I  left  La  Bodequita  and  turned 
left  up  the  old,  narrow  street,  hanging 
from  the  crumbling  exterior  of  a  short, 
apartment  building  was  a  sign  reading: 
“Presidente  —  CDR  —  Vigilancia.”  Near¬ 
ly  every  block  in  Cuba  has  a  CDR  com¬ 
mittee  made  up  of  the  residents.  Because 
all  take  their  turns  patrolling  the  street 
at  night,  crime  is  greatly  reduced.  But 
the  CDR  also  is  watching  for  the  “counter¬ 
revolution.” 

In  theory,  that  creates  a  compre¬ 
hensive  informant  system  for  the 
government.  Of  course,  the  people  with 
whom  I  talked  knew  I  wouldn’t  be 
reporting  to  the  CDR.  Still,  I  wonder  if 
thev  were  able  to  totally  dissolve  their 
lifestyle  of  caution  and  truly  open  up 
during  one  interview  with  me. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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authenticating.  If  we  do  not  change  our 
promotional  approaches  and  our  funding 
tactics,  we  will  not  receive  more  than 
nominal  increases.  However,  there  is 
nothing  even  in  an  inflationary  day  that 
says  that  both  of  these  things  cannot  be 
improved  and  made  to  be  productive. 

Our  people  have  the  God-given 
resources  to  share  with  their  church,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  as  they  are 
informed  both  of  the  worthwhileness  of 
the  program  and  of  the  fact  that  this  is  a 
part  of  the  way  in  which  The  United 
Methodist  Church  serves  as  a  part  of  the 
Body  of  Christ  in  the  world. 

I  hope  that  fear  will  be  replaced  by 
faith,  as  church  leaders  once  again 
understand  that  God  is  their  ultimate 
resource,  and  that  an  unfailing  God  will 
not  let  us  down,  even  now. 

Thomas  C.  Rieke 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Both  pensions,  missions 
get  strong  support 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  solid  editorial 
headlined  “Biting  bullet  for  pensions 
should  not  be  at  expense  of  other 
ministries.”  (See  TM/UMR,  April  3). 
That’s  real  leadership. 

We  tried  that  here,  with  our  Pension 
Crusade  Commitment  Day  falling  on 
precisely  the  same  day  as  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.  .  .with  good  results.  Our 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering  was 
up  from  $1,500  last  year  to  $2,147  this 
year;  and  we  received  165  pledges  for 
$60,000.00  for  the  Pension  Crusade, 
towards  our  goal  of  $100,000 ! 

I’m  proud  of  our  church’s  members, 
and  believe  that  all  United  Methodists 
would  like  to  do  the  same,  given  the 
challenge  and  opportunity. 

Thanks  again  for  your  sterling 
leadership  via  editorials. 

Jack  D.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Pastors:  Have  confidence 

in  your  members’ literacy 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  travel  around  the  country  worship¬ 
ping  with  congregations  in  various 
denominations,  I  become  more  and  more 
convinced  that  ministers  and  liturgists 
do  not  have  much  confidence  in  the 
literacy  of  the  congregation.  If  they  did, 
why  is  it  necessary  to  announce  every 
item  printed  in  the  Sunday  bulletin?  e  g., 
"The  hymn  is  .  .  "We  will  now  join  in 
the  unison  prayer,”  etc. 

If  the  members  of  the  congregation  can 
read,  and  they  have  a  bulletin  in  hand, 
why  not  allow  the  worship  service  to 
proceed  without  announcement  except 
where  some  correction  or  instruction  is 
essential? 

The  same  applies  to  the 
announcements.  Why  read  verbatim 
what  is  already  printed?  Corrections? 
Yes.  Special  emphasis?  Yes.  But  simply 
to  read  what  is  already  there  is  super¬ 
fluous  and  a  waste  of  valuable  time. 
There  is  too  little  time  in  a  worship 
service  for  the  meat  for  which  the 
congregation  is  hungering  to  spend  any 
of  it  in  meaningless  repetition. 

C.  Leslie  Palmer 
Brookings,  Oregon 


Sin  does  have  very 
specific  definition 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  with  regard  to  Mr. 
McNutt’s  remarkable  definition  of  sin  in 
the  April  3  issue  of  TM/UMR. 

Mr.  McNutt’s  encyclopedia  is  wrong. 
There  is  a  very  specific  definition  of  sin 
in  1  John  3:4  —  “sin  is  the  transgression 
of  (God’s)  law.”  When  Adam  and  Eve 
disobeyed  God,  they  sinned  in  so  doing. 
So  do  we.  According  to  the  Bible,  the  only 
portal  who  has  ever  succeeded  in 
perfect  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  is 
Jesus. 

In  the  19th  century,  the  biblical  story  of 
creation  gradually  lost  ground  to  that 
which  was,  and  still  remains,  an 
unproven  hypothesis  about  the  origins  of 
man.  If  man  is  not  “fallen,"  it  was 
assumed,  he  is  essentially  good,  and 
capable  of  evolving  into  something 
considerably  better,  by  his  own  efforts. 

This  liberal  point  of  view  manages  to 
bypass  some  of  the  most  basic  doctrines 
of  the  New  Testament,  fundamental  to 
which  is  the  teaching  that  man  can  never 
be  good  enough  to  merit  eternal  life  by 
his  own  efforts  —  hence  his  need  of  a 
Saviour.  Jesus  reserved  the  gravest 
condemnation  for  the  sin  of  self- 
righteousness  in  the  parable  of  the 
pharisee  and  the  tax  collector  (Luke 
18:9-14). 

That  hereditary  darkness  in  mankind 
which  Paul  called  “the  flesh"  is  defined 
as  “our  lower  nature”  in  “The  New 
English  Bible."  In  the  eighth  chapter  of 
Romans,  the  apostle  tells  us  that  the 
darkness  of  this  lower  nature  is  dispelled 
only  by  the  Light  of  the  indwelling  Spirit 
of  Christ,  who  alone  can  enable  us  to 
become  everything  that  God  expects  of 
His  children. 

Mary  Linda  Golden 
Bayfield,  Colorado 

Mr.  McNutt  raises  ‘bigger 
question’  than  original  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  April  3rd  issue  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  there  was  an  article 
by  William  McNutt  headlined,  “  ‘Pointing 
accusing  fingers’  is  a  definition  of 
‘original  sin,’”  with  which  I  would  like  to 
take  issue. 

I  appreciated  the  author’s  thoughts,  for 
certainly  we,  as  Christians,  do  sinfully 
“point  the  finger,”  forgetting  our  own 
wrongs,  but  the  question  is  bigger  than 
the  doctrine  of  “Original  Sin."  As  I 
understand  the  article,  “St.  Paul.  .  . 
communicated  the  same 
misunderstanding,  through  Romans” 
as  did  II  Esdras.  That  misunderstanding 
is,  “sin  came  into  the  world  through 
Adam." 

My  problem  is,  where  do  we  draw  the 
line?  If  we  can  disregard  a  portion  of 
Romans  as  a  “misunderstanding,”  then 
why  not  Genesis  and  the  entire  scriptural 
record?  At  what  point  do  we,  because  we 
do  not  agree  with  what  scripture  says, 
begin  to  do  away  with  it? 

Perhaps  it  is  time  to  do  away  with  the 
question  asked  of  us  when  we  join  the 
church,  “Do  you  receive  and  profess  the 
Christian  faith  as  contained  in  the 
scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments?”  If  not  doing  away  with  it, 


maybe  it  should  be  rewritten  so  it  plainly 
states,  “except  where  it  does  not  agree 
with  my  expectations”? 

I,  for  one,  certainly  do  not  want  it 
changed.  Plainly  understood,  this 
confirmation  vow  is  a  firm  statement  of 
belief  in  the  authenticity  and  inspiration 
of  each  book  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  Let  us  then  live  obediently 
to  it  and  teach  it  as  it  was  written. 

John  K.  Jefferis 
Clarion,  Pennsylvania 

Cartoons  go  ‘far  afield’ 

To  the  Editor: 

You  may  be  surprised  to  learn  how 
“far  afield"  you  are  lifting  spirits  with 
your  weekly  cartoons. 

For  some  time  I  have  been  sharing 
them  with  a  retired  missionary  (to 
Japan)  who  lives  in  Hawaii. 

She  almost  always  mentions  them 
when  she  writes  —  commenting  on  the 
cleverness  of  the  cartoonist.  Her  latest 
comment: 

,  “Whoever  does  those  cartoons  not  only 
has  artistic  skills  but  understanding  of 
psychology  and  applied  theology.  I  won¬ 
der  if  the  editor  ever  gets  complaints 
about  how  accurately  they  hit  home.” 

I  thought  you’d  like  to  know. 

Varina  Luckenbach 
Odem,  Texas 

Somalia  assistance 
address  not  given 

To  the  Editor: 

The  crisis  in  Somalia  moved  me 
beyond  words.  ( See  TM/UMR,  March  27 ) 
I  don’t  understand  why  all  Methodists 
are  not  encouraged  to  contribute  to  this 
worthy  cause.  I  observed  that  the  black 
Methodists  in  the  Detroit  Michigan  area 
are  showing  their  concern.  This  should 
not  be  considered  a  black  problem.  This 
is  a  human  problem.  When  we  merged,  I 
thought  we  would  eliminate  the  word 
“black”  from  United  Methodism. 

I  am  enclosing  ten  dollars.  I  would  like 
for  you  to  see  that  it  is  sent  to  Somalia  for 
food  or  medical  purposes.  The 
instruction  in  the  last  issue  was  that  we 
send  it  to  UMCOR.  There  was  no  address 
given  at  all. 

Portia  Conrad  LePage 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Editors  Note:  The  ten  dollar  donation 
has  been  forwarded  to  UMCOR.  Other 
readers  desiring  to  support  the  Somalia 
relief  effort  can  send  contributions  to: 
UMCOR,  Special  Account  No.  179438-3, 
475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  New  York 
10115. 


seminaries,  and  so  on  —  represents  a 
paradox.  We  need  to  regain  the  lost  sense 
of  tension  inherent  in  this  paradox.  Our 
“hierarchy”  is,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  both  servant  and  leader.  It  exists 
both  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  people  and 
to  guide  and  direct  those  same  people  in 
their  individual  ministries.  This  is  the 
pattern  of  Christ  who  was  servant  yet 
teacher,  example,  and  leader. 

As  insensitive  as  some  may  feel  those 
within  the  UMC’s  “hierarchy”  to  be,  I 
have  found  them  to  be  very  sensitive, 
compassionate,  even  Spirit-filled, 
Christian  people.  The  bishops  I  have 
known,  the  seminary  professors  I  studied 
under,  and  the  general  board  members 
with  whom  I  am  acquainted  have  a  very 
strong  sense  of  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ.  That’s  what  got  them  where  they 
are.  Perhaps  occasionally  that  sense  of 
dedication  takes  them  away  from  the 
current  of  thought  which  is  popular  at  - 
“the  grassroots  level.”  That,  in  itself, 
does  not  make  them  wrong,  or  even 
insensitive. 

Perhaps  our  church’s  "hierarchy” 
does  appear  out  of  touch  at  times ;  as  a 
human  institution,  the  church  and  its 
leaders  are  not  infallible.  But  before  we 
blast  away  at  their  perceived 
insensitivity,  I  believe  we  should 
reaffirm  our  understanding  of  the 
leadership  image  of  “hierarchy.”  That 
servant/leader  tension  is  necessary;  it 
keeps  the  hierarchy  both  accountable  to 
the  church  and  responsible  in  their 
actions  before  the  world.  We’ve  lost  that 
tension  in  recent  years.  If  we  regain  it, 
who  knows  what  we  will  find?  Perhaps  it 
is  we,  and  not  the  ambiguous  and  often 
villainous  “they,”  who  are  insensitive 
and  out  of  touch—  not  with  “most  United 
Methodists,  but  with  the  practical 
implications  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  everyday  life. 

Pacific  Homes 
settlement  is 
all  UMs’  burden 

By  ROBERT  HOLCOMB 

Being  in  the  Pacific  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  as  an  observer  six  months  a 
year,  I  have  been  struck  by  the  enormous 
financial  burden  this  conference  faces 
regarding  the  $21  million  Pacific  Homes 
settlement.  That  burden  amounts  to 
about  $100  for  every  member  of  the 
conference,  with  a  time  limit  of  July  1, 
1981  for  raising  the  first  payment. 

Budgets  being  what  they  are,  there  is 
no  way  other  conferences  can 
retroactively  spend  from  budgets  this 
year,  or  change  them.  We  cannot  pull  out 
of  the  hat  funds  that  would  aid  a  sister 
conference. 

But  the  enormity  of  the  burden  being 
borne  by  one  conference  should  be  of 
concern  to  all  United  Methodists.  It  could 
happen  to  any  conference,  given  the 
elements  of  recession  and  inflation.  There 
are  no  convenient  doors  open,  or  funds 
available,  that  will  care  for  the 
conferences  obligations  —  only  the  doors 
of  people’s  minds  and  hearts. 

We  have  a  oneness  in  our  connectional 
system  to  feel  each  other’s  burdens,  and 
the  onus  placed  on  one  conference 
becomes  a  burden  all  of  us  could  share  if 
we  would.  This  is  a  "one-time 
emergency”  that  involves  only  one 
conference  and  not  the  whole 
denomination.  However,  it  is  an 
emergency  that  is  worthy  of  "going  the 
extra  mile"  by  all  people  called  United 
Methodist 

Our  answer  to  this  need  lies  in  how 
much  we  really  believe  in  that  word 
“connectional”! 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributors  are  Dale  E.  Austin,  pastor 
of  the  UMC  in  Bernhard's  Bay,  New  York 
(North  New  York  Conference)  and 
Robert  Holcomb,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Southern  New  England  Conference 
now  living  in  North  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas,  75222. 


CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  Part-time  Youth  Director.  Kirkwood 
UMC.  2232  W.  5th,  Irving,  Texas  75060.  (214  )  254-4191. 
Salary  and  hours  negotiable 

Position  open  Full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education  or  Educational  Assistant,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Normal.  Illinois.  Church  of  1,700 

CO-DIRECTOR  NEEDED:  The  Appalachia  Service 
Project,  Inc  ,  affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  seeking  applicants  for  position  of  Co- 
Director  College  graduate  preferred.  For  ap¬ 
plications,  details  of  job,  its  responsibilities,  contact. 
Appalachia  Service  Project,  Inc.,  United  Methodist 
Center,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville.  TN  37202.  Ap¬ 
plications  due  August  1, 1961 

negotiable  Send  resumes  to  the  Reverend  David  P. 
Dees,  Senior  Pastor,  or  call  (309  )  452-2096. 

WANTED:  Retired  United  Methodist  Minister  for 
part-time  Associate  Pastor.  Maximum  salary 
allowable  under  Social  Security.  Housing  allowance 
of  $4,200  Two-month  vacation.  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  201  S  Monroe,  Streator,  Illinois  61364. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  Desired 
by  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Dublin, 
Georgia  Established  church  of  approximately  1200 
members  In  growing  medium-sized  town.  Ex¬ 
perienced  person  needed  with  United  Methodist  cer¬ 
tification  and  Diaconal  Minister  status  preferred. 
Contact  Rev  John  E.  Horton,  Jr..  P.O  Box  665, 
Dublin,  Georgia  31021 

POSITION  WANTED;  Single  minister,  age  46  with  20 
years  experience,  seeks  position  as  Minister  to 
Singles  He  has  worked  with  singles  of  all  ages  — 
widowed,  divorced,  and  never  married,  and  helped 
organize  10  single  ministries  in  Ohio.  Contact  Dick 
Dunn,  1360  Melanie  Dr.,  Apt.  11,  Uniontown,  OH 
44685.  Phone:  (216  )  896-3552. 

JUST  RETIRING:  UMC  minister  and  spouse  wish 
fall  30-60  day  clergy  or  lay  vacation  home  exchange. 
Tempe,  near  ASU.  Consider  anywhere.  P.  Hall,  1157 
E.  12th,  Casa  Grande,  AZ 85222 

STAFF  POSITION  WITH  UNIQUE  OP¬ 
PORTUNITY:  Associate  pastor  as  Minister  to 
Youth,  Director  Christian  Education,  including  part- 
time  chaplaincy  at  private  teen-age  girls  school  ac¬ 
cepting  court  referrals  Suburban  congregation  in 
capital  area  New  York  state.  Resume,  references 
and  picture  requested.  Contact:  Burnt  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  29,  Burnt  Hills,  New 
York  12027 

SUMMER  PREACHING  VACATION  EXCHANGE: 
Two  weeks  .  .  July/August.  Parsonage/pulpit. 
Eastern  or  Mid-states.  Rev  Thomas  E.  Blank,  2541 

W  37th  St. ,  Lorain,  Ohio  44053. 

METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR:  Of  Beautiful 
Britain,  August  14-28,  1981,  $2,379.  For  information, 
write  Rev  Stan  Gollery,  323  W.  4th  St.,  Winslow,  AZ 
86047 

THE  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHURCH 
BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATORS  is  seeking  an  ex 
perienced,  bold,  aggressive,  imaginative,  creative 
person  to  lead  it  into  the  future  as  its  Executive 
Director  Those  interested  in  this  full  time  position 
should  immediately  send  a  resume  and  picture  to. 
Clayton  G  Spranger,  FCBA,  Central  Lutheran  Chur¬ 
ch,  333  E.  Grant  Street,  Minneapolis,  MN  55404 

ENGLAND/SCOTLAND/ WALES:  A  15  day 
memorable  tour,  first  class,  July  17-31,  $1,624.  Hosts: 
Rev  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Watson,  1422  Van  Nostrand 
Place,  Men-ick,  NY  11566 

CHINA  ADVENTURE:  Sept  9-29,  1981  $2,995  from 
Los  Angeles.  Great  cities,  Great  Wall,  Recent  ar¬ 
chaeological  discoveries  —  plus  Hong  Kong.  17  years 
tour  directing  experience.  Davis-Trebes  Tours,  P.O. 
Box  4695,  San  Diego,  CA  92104.  (714  )  443-1417  or  297- 
7367  Write  for  brochure. 

MAINLAND  CHINA  Shanghai,  Soochow,  Wusih. 

Nanking,  Peking,  Great  Wall,  plus  Hong  Kong, 
Manila  $3,198,  July  7-26  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  55 
Emma  St  .  Payette.  ID  83661 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH- ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR: 
Needed  at  once  Must  be  experienced  and  trained 
Good  salary  and  working  conditions.  Send  resume 
to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  577, 
Carthage.  TX  75663  or  phone  (214  )  693-5227  or  603- 
3459. 

SCANDINAVIA-NORTH  CAPE  CRUISE:  July  10  to 

29  from  San  Francisco.  Price  $2,976  and  up.  Contact: 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Hart,  1451  Birchwood  Lane, 
Sacramento,  CA  95822. 
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If  the  local  church  is  where  the  action  is,  that  is  nowhere  truer  perhaps  than  at 
Faith-Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  Detroit.  The  church  was  born  in  1973. 
Meeting  first  in  a  storefront,  the  congregation  grew  in  membership  and  service. 
Today  from  its  own  new  building  it  serves  through  many  programs,  including 


r 

Headstart,  baseball,  bowling,  basketball  (60  participants),  community  action  and 
service,  as  well  as  worship  and  music.  Here  the  Rev.  Luther  Felder  invites  visitors  at 
Sunday  worship  to  join  Faith-Bethany  and  get  to  know  God.  A  sign  outside  the 
church  may  say  it  best:  “Where  everybody  is  somebody  and  Jesus  Christ  is  all.” 


Why  There  Is  One  Mission al  Priority 


By  MELVIN  G.  TALBERT 

The  1980  General  Conference  authorized  a  single  Missional 
Priority  for  the  1981-84  quadrennium:  Developing  and  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church. 

The  title  intentionally  gives  focus  to  the  intended  outcome  or 
results  for  a  particular  group  of  persons. 

By  “ethnic  minority”  is  meant  a  focus  on  persons  in  four  primary 
ethnic  minority  groups:  Blacks,  Hispanics,  Native  Americans  and 
Pacific  Islanders/Asians.  By  “developing”  is  meant  intentionally 
starting  new  congregations  for  the  four  primary  groups.  By 
“strengthening”  is  meant  providing  resources  and  services  to 
strengthen  existing  ethnic  minority  congregations  that  they  may 
more  effectively  serve  their  constituencies  or  communities. 

Why  a  single  Missional  Priority  for  this  large  denomination? 
There  are  three  reasons  : 

1.  The  Gospel  compels  us.  The  Gospel  compels  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  —  people  of  faith  —  to  go  into  “all  the  world”  to  proclaim  the 
message  —  the  Good  News.  Ethnic  minority  cultures,  languages, 
communities,  situations  and  conditions  provide  a  context  for  the 
church  to  make  its  witness. 

2.  An  inclusive  society  challenges  us.  Most  nations  have  people  of 


"For  Christ  himself  has  brought  us  peace,  by  making  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  one 
people.  With  his  own  body  he  broke  down  the  wall  that  separated  them  and  kept  them 
enemies  ...  By  his  death  on  the  cross  Christ  destroyed  the  hatred;  by  means  of  the 
cross  he  united  both  races  into  one  single  body  and  brought  them  back  to  God  ...  It  is 
through  Christ  that  all  of  us,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  are  able  to  come  in  the  Spirit  into  the 
presence  of  God.”  (Ephesians  2: 14, 16. 18) 


many  races,  cultures  and  languages.  But  no  nation  has  a  greater 
potential  for  demonstrating  or  modeling  an  inclusive  society  than 
the  U  S.  By  the  turn  of  this  century,  it  is  estimated  that  the  American 
population  will  be  30-40  percent  people  of  color.  Yet,  most 
institutions,  including  the  church,  are  segregated  along  racial  lines. 

Statistics  reveal  that  The  United  Methodist  Church,  currently 
approximately  95  percent  Caucasian  in  its  membership,  is  far  short 
of  its  potential  for  having  within  its  constituency  an  equitable  ratio 
of  people  of  color.  This  priority  presents  us  with  the  opportunity  to  do 
something  significant  and  worthy  toward  the  larger  goal  of  “one 
nation  under  God  ...” 

3.  The  task  requires  massive  response.  One  local  church  cannot 
successfully  address  this  priority.  It  will  take  the  cooperative  efforts 
of  all  churches  and  connectional  units  to  assure  success.  This 
priority  will  succeed  only  if  the  annual  conferences,  the  basic 
operational  units  in  our  denomination,  intentionally  plan  and 
structure  their  programs  and  resources  to  ensure  the  development 
and  strengthening  of  ethnic  minority  local  churches  within  then- 
geographical  bounds. 

Bishop  Talbert,  episcopal  leader  of  the  Seattle  Area,  is  chairperson 
of  the  Missional  Priority  Coordinating  Committee. 


Many  Scripture  passages,  such  as  this  one,  are  appropriate  for  use  with  the 
Missional  Priority  on  Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church. 

For  additional  examples,  see  EMLC  -  REFLECTION  -  STUDY  -  ACTION  (free 
to  church  leaders  from  United  Methodist  Communications,  1200  Davis  SL,  Evanston, 
IL 60201). 


PAGE  2-S 


A  Supplement  To  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


MAY  1981 


How  I  Have  Grown 
Through  the  EMLC 

By  ELIAS  VALVERDE 

In  1980,  I  worked  in  a  Congressional 
office  in  Washington,  D.C.,  under  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Congressional  Internship  Program, 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  I  was  one  of  eight 
interns  in  a  learning  experience  we  will 
never  forget. 

My  summer  jobs  with  the 
Congressional  Hispanic  Caucus  varied 
from  answering  the  phone  to  sorting 
mail,  from  researching  information  to 
writing  legislative  memoranda  to  putting 
together  two  monthly  newsletters.  I  also 
worked  on  the  annual  Congressional 
Hispanic  Caucus  Fund-raising  Dinner. 

The  work  with  the  caucus  was  not 
restricted  to  the  office.  I  attended  two 
caucus  seminars  on  “The  Hispanic 
Elderly”  and  ‘‘Hispanics  and  the 
Administration  of  Justice.”  These 
interested  me  greatly,  since  one  of  my 
concerns  is  Hispanic  issues. 

The  EMLC  Internship  Program  has  had  a 
positive  impact  on  my  life.  As  I  now  look 
back,  the  program  has  been  of  much 
greater  use  to  me  than  I  originally 
thought.  It  allowed  me  to  become  more 
aware  of  the  federal  government’s 
processes. 

This  program  also  has  helped  me 
greatly  in  my  studies  at  the  University  of 
Houston  where  I  am  a  political  science 
major.  Working  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  offered  knowledge  and 
a  new  outlook  on  my  courses.  I  have  a 
new,  positive  attitude  toward  school. 

I  have  decided  on  a  career  in  public 
administration,  preferably  with  the 
federal  government,  or  to  run  for 
political  office. 

The  EMLC  program  has  also  helped  in 
my  church  work.  I  have  always  been 
active  in  my  local  church;  now  I  have  a 
new  reason  to  continue  that  involvement. 
The  Intern  Program  helped  me  learn  not 
only  about  our  government  but  also 
about  The  United  Methodist  Church  on 
the  national  level.  Church  and  Society 
staff  met  with  us  during  our  weekly  get- 
togethers. 

In  my  church,  El  Buen  Pastor,  in 
Houston,  I  substitute  teach  the  junior 
high  class.  When  I  teach,  I  try  to  share 
with  the  class  my  summer  experiences 
and  what  I  know  about  the  church  and  its 
work. 

The  EMLC  program  also  has  helped 
me  grow  as  a  Christian.  Being  away 
from  home  and  in  a  different 
environment  for  eight  weeks,  I  put 
myself  further  in  the  Lord’s  hands.  I  was 
able  to  share  my  experiences  with  other 
United  Methodists.  My  faith  in  God 
increased  through  this  internship  and 
friends  in  the  program. 

As  an  individual,  I  have  grown.  I  at 
times  had  taken  my  family  for  granted, 
but  after  being  without  them  for  an 
extended  period,  I  no  longer  do.  I  come 
from  a  very  close-knit  family,  which  has 
always  worked  and  worshiped  in  the 
church.  While  in  Washington,  I  realized 
how  much  my  family  meant  to  me.  As  a 
Christian,  I  was  able  to  grow  with  the 
other  interns  and  accept  them  as  my 
second  “family.” 

I  thank  God  for  this  great  opportunity. 
I  also  thank  my  local  church  for  its 
prayers  and  support. 

Mr.  Valverde  is  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Houston.  The  EMLC 
Congressional  Internship  Program  will 
be  in  its  fourth  consecutive  year  this 
summer  under  auspices  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
Participants  are  United  Methodist  Asian, 
Black,  Hispanic  and  Native  American 
young  people. 
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Elias  Valverde 


Hispanic  Ministries . 

By  GERRI  HODSON 
“One  Day  at  a  Time,”  not  only  the 
name  of  a  popular  TV  program,  also 
describes  the  game  plan  for  the 
California-Nevada  Conference  coordi¬ 
nator  of  Hispanic  ministries. 

The  Rev.  Arturo  Fernandez  has  been 
on  the  job  nearly  four  years,  building  a 
ministry  to  serve  the  rapidly  growing 
Hispanic  population.  He  works  with  six 
existing  Hispanic  congregations,  aids 
transitional  churches  and  has  started 
four  special  projects  in  Northern 
California.  Special  projects  are  new 
ministries,  but  not  organized  churches. 


Church  Breathes  New  Life 


By  MARYNEAL  JONES 

John  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
in  inner-city  Greenville,  S.C.,  received 
$25,000  in  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Missional  Priority  funds  in  1978.  Every 
dollar  counted  in  a  $400,000  project  to 
restore  the  dilapidated,  termite-infested 
but  historic  Black  church  which  is  a 
national  landmark. 

The  massive  restoration  was 
accomplished  with  city,  state  and  federal 
aid  as  well  as  monumental  fund-raising 
efforts  among  members.  Help  came  also 
from  Greenville  District  churches  and 
from  the  South  Carolina  Conference. 

John  Wesley  UMC  dates  to  1866  when 
Blacks  separated  from  the  White 
Buncombe  Street  Methodist  Church. 
Oldest  Black  church  in  Greenville,  John 
Wesley  has  met  in  the  present  structure 
since  1900. 

From  John  Wesley  came  the  first  high 
school  for  Blacks  in  Greenville  County,  a 
home  for  girls,  a  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association,  a  recreational 
center  for  service  personnel  in  World 
War  I,  and  the  first  nursery  school,  first 
Scout  troop  and  the  first  library  for 
Blacks  in  Greenville.  The  congregation 
also  spawned  three  new  churches  in 
Greenville. 

Today  the  church  breathes  new  life, 
enjoying  increased  membership  and 
participation  after  almost  a  decade  of 
planning  and  restoration  begun  under  the 
Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  pastor  until  1978. 

Membership  has  increased  from  207  in 
1978  to  301.  Most  of  the  new  families  are 
young  adults  with  children,  indicating  a 


secure  future  for  the  church,  the  current 
pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Jenkins,  said. 

“These  new  members  are  accepting 
positions  of  leadership  and  have  forward- 
looking  attitudes.  The  children  are 
coming  up  in  Sunday  school  and  church. 
We  have  had  almost  a  100  percent 
improvement  in  worship  attendance, 
about  195  every  Sunday.” 

Whereas  the  ,  church  had  almost  no 
participation  in  Sunday  school  several 
years  ago,  classes  for  all  ages  now  fill 
every  available  space. 

Increased  membership  and  interest 
are  shown  in  a  $60,000  annual  budget.  “A 
few  years  back  they  didn’t  know  what  a 
$25,000  budget  was,”  Mr.  Jenkins  said. 
John  Wesley  now  pays  in  full  its  World 
Service  and  Conference  Benevolences. 

He  said  the  $25,000  EMLC  grant  from 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
“gave  the  church  assurance  they 
belonged  to  the  connectional  system; 
that  they  were  not  out  here  all  by 
themselves.” 

Further  evidence  of  the  church’s 
strength  is  seen  in  new  outreach 
ministries:  (l)a  counseling  service  for 
unwed  teenage  mothers,  (2)  services 
every  fourth  Sunday  at  the  Greenville 
County  alcoholic  rehabilitation  center 
and  a  (3)  Brownie  Scouts  troop  drawing 
about  20  girls  each  week. 

Greenville’s  oldest  Black  church 
continues  its  history  of  service  to  its 
home  community. 

Mrs.  Jones  is  editor  of  the  South 
Carolina  United  Methodist  Advocate. 


This  is  historic  John  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Greenville,  S.C. 


.  He  Designs  Them 

His  work  is  funded  in  part  by  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional 
Priority.  “Our  work  is  to  develop 
different  models,”  he  says.  “In  some 
places  I  envision  the  churches  being 
integrated,  working  as  a  regular  part  of 
an  Anglo  church.  So  much  depends  on  the 
different  contexts  in  which  you  work.” 

The  former  community  developer  and 
urban  minister  considers  it  more  feasible 
for  Anglo  churches  in  some  places  to  do 
outreach  ministry  among  Hispanics.  In 
such  instances,  he  recommends  bringing 
new  persons  into  regular  church 
membership. 

He  says  specialized  ministry  involves 
separate  worship  services  for  Hispanics, 
but  not  necessarily  creating  another 
congregation. 

Mr.  Fernandez  points  out  different 
styles  are  required  for  rural  and  urban 


The  Rev.  Arturo  Fernandez 


areas  and  for  various  Hispanic 
backgrounds. 

One  major  reason  church  people  some¬ 
times  quit  easily  is  that  “we  want  as  low 
a  risk  situation  as  we  can  get  away 
with,”  Mr.  Fernandez  says.  The 
meetings  and  organizing  require  a  lot  of 
patience  and  dialogue,  he  adds. 

One  of  his  initial  steps  in  developing 
Hispanic  ministries  was  Anglo/Hispanic 
task  forces. 

Another  strategy  has  been  use  of 
summer  interns.  A  grant  from  United 
Methodist  Women  enabled  him  to 
establish  the  Hispanic  Ministries 
Training  Institute.  Anglos  and  Hispanics 
came  together  to  learn  about  Hispanic 
ministries.  The  grant  also  provided  seed 
money  to  hire  college  students  for  the 
summer. 

Ms.  Hodson  is  editor  of  the  California- 
Nevada  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


United  Methodists  are  called  to 
support  at  every  level  of  the  church  the 
1981-84  Missional  Priority  on  Developing 
and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church.  One  vital  response  to  the 
Missional  Priority  is  giving.  The 
Missional  Priority  Fund,  apportioned  to 
each  local  church  on  a  fair-share  basis, 
provides  needed  aid  at  the  annual 
conference  level  (each  conference  may 
keep  up  to  30  percent  of  its  receipts)  and 
at  the  general  church  level,  where  it 
enables  ministries  in  worship, 
evangelism,  nurture,  enlistment  and 
training  of  ministers,  outreach,  church 
development  and  other  areas  such  as 
emerging  mission  opportunities.  This 
tabloid  is  produced  by  the  Division  of 
Program  and  Benevolence  Interpre¬ 
tation,  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201. 
Additional  copies  may  be  ordered  from 
that  address  at  six  for  $1.50,  50  for 
$5,  100  for  $8.  1,000  for  $65.  Make  checks 
payable  to  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  Additional  information  about  the 
Missional  Priority  Fund  is  available  from 
that  address. 
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Marvin  Cropsey 


Gets  Involved 


By  THELMA  J.  MONBARREN 

Four  years  ago  Marvin  Cropsey  was 
assigned  to  the  East  Ohio  Conference 
Missional  Priorities  Task  Group.  He 
didn’t  know  why;  he  was  already  heavily 
involved  in  other  projects.  He  felt  the 
goals  were  distant  and  ill-defined. 

“I  had  no  significant  involvement, 
interest  or  knowledge  of  ethnic  issues,” 
says  Mr.  Cropsey.  “But  for  that 
appointment,  I  will  be  forever  grateful.  It 
was  life-changing.” 

In  time,  this  layman  came  to  be  the 
unofficial  “pastor”  of  the  task  group  and 
was  chosen  to  write  the  script  for  a 
filmstrip  on  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  in  East  Ohio. 

“The  assignment  was  frightening,”  he 
says.  “This  was  a  new  medium  to  me, 
and  I  would  be  dealing  with  ethnic 
persons,  of  which  I  am  not  one.” 

Mr.  Cropsey  recalls  several  turning 
points  in  the  project:  “The  first  was 
when  I  faced  my  own  racism.  It’s  not 
eliminated,  but  others  now  know  they 
can  trust  me  to  be  open. " 

Another  turning  point  was  realizing  his 
racist  thoughts  never  had  a  face  —  no 
personal  identity.  “But,  in  the  filmstrip,  I 
would  be  dealing  with  groups,”  Mr. 
Cropsey  says.  “How  was  I  to  make  them 
individuals?” 

He  turned  to  photographer  Marion 
Tappan.  “He  (Marion)  has  done  much  of 
the  interpreting  —  with  pictures  of 
faces.” 

A  third  breakthrough  was  remember¬ 
ing  the  quote:  "They  are  so  much 
more  like  us  than  unlike  us."  This 
became  the  basis  for  the  story  line. 

Over  the  last  four  years,  Mr.  Cropsey 
thinks  great  progress  has  been  made 
toward  understanding  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  Missional 
Priority,  but  there  is  still  a  long  way  to 
go.  He  declares:  “Although  many  are 
concerned,  they  are  not  concerned 
enough  to  deal  with  the  term  ‘priority.’  It 
means  that  time  spent  on  other  projects 
will  be  budgeted  and  cut  to  free  up  new 
time.  It  means  that  funds  will  be 
budgeted  and  cut  so  there  will  be  more 
money  for  EMLC  projects. 

“Priority  is  at  the  top  of  the  list  — 
saying  this  is  what  we  care  for  first;  then 
on  to  other  things." 

“How  much  ethnic  persons  have  to 
give!  ”  Mr.  Cropsey  says.  He  claims  what 
happened  to  him  can  happen  to  anyone 
who  gets  involved.  That’s  how  it  started 
for  him  four  years  ago. 

Ms.  Monbarren  is  editor  of  East  Ohio 
Today. 


"Lord  .  .  .  Through  caring,  help  us  to 
breathe  excitement  with  joy  into  the  life 
and  world  of  those  who  reach  out  to  us  in 
search  of  wholeness  and  unity.  With 
strength  for  our  today  and  bright  hope 
for  our  tomorrow,  baptize  us  with  a  new 
appreciation  for  diverse  cultures  within 
your  church.  Enable  us  to  serve  gener¬ 
ously  the  people  you  need  us  to  touch 
and  thus  join  with  others  in  a  redemptive 
worshiping  and  discipling  community.  In 
our  daily  attempts  to  remove  ugliness 
from  our  world,  be  not  ashamed  of  our 
lives  but  grant  that  there  may  be  for  us  a 
new  tomorrow,  for  we  seek  to  serve  One 
who  stands  at  the  threshold  of  all  history 
and  says,  ‘Behold.  I  make  all  things 
new.’  Amen.” 

Adapted  from  the  Collect/Prayer  of 
Confession  in  A  SERVICE  OF  WORSHIP 
for  Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  (free  from 
United  Methodist  Communications,  1200 
Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201). 


Using  the  “sumi-e”  technique,  a  United  Methodist, 
laywoman  has  created  pictographs  of  the  Asian-American 
woman's  spirit.  This  is  one  of  Ivy  Downs’  new  creations.  Long 
active  in  The  United  Methodist  Church,  she  lives  in 
Emeryville,  Calif.  The  use  of  brush  and  charcoal  ink  is 


traditionally  associated  with  Japanese  calligraphy,  beautiful 
writing  formalized  into  art.  Lines  that  change  from  broad 
strokes  to  airy  wisps  and  from  dark  to  light,  express  qualities 
of  strength  and  grace.  One  observer  says,  "Form  and  spirit 
find  liberation  in  Ivy’s  lines.”  photo  by  tim spacer 


National  Event  Trains  Asian-American  Women 


By  LEE-LEE  TAN  CASTOR 
They  came  from  throughout  the 
country  to  the  Mt.  Alvemo  Retreat 
Center  near  San  Francisco,  Calif.  They 
were  64  women,  mostly  Asian-American 
in  positions  of  responsibility  gathered  for 
a  National  Training  Event  in  early  1981. 

The  purpose  was  to  cultivate  and  train 
a  group  of  Asian-American  women  who 
would  in  turn  encourage  grass-roots 
participation  in  every  jurisdiction  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  three  components  were: 
“Recovering  Our  Sense  of  Christian 
Responsibility,”  “Asserting  Our  Faith  in 
Christian  Mission”  and  “Committing 
Ourselves  to  Change.  ”  \ 

Keynote  speaker,  Kiyoko  Kasai  Fujiu, 
member  of  the  general  secretariat  of  the 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  inspired  the  group  to 
take  responsibility  for  their  lives  and  be 
in  mission.  “You  cannot  live  vicariously 
through  your  husbands  and  your 
children.  You  need  to  use  the  gifts  which 
God  has  given  you,”  she  said. 

Workshops  included  assertiveness 
training,  “Dealing  Creatively  With 
Conflict,”  “Becoming  a  Creative  Leader 
in  My  Local  Church,”  “Cross-cultural 
Communications  Among  Asians,” 
“Personal  Faith  Journey  —  Women 
Theologizing”  and  “Isms  —  Racism, 
Sexism  and  Ageism.”  Asian-American 
clergywomen  led  in  worship. 

The  event  was  made  possible  by 


Missional  Priority  funding  from  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
Minority  Group  Self-Determination  Fund 
of  the  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

Enabling  the  event  was  nearly  a  year 
of  planning  and  dreaming  by  the 
executive  committee  of  the  National 
Caucus  of  Asian-American  United 
Methodist  women:  chairperson  Rose 
Pfund  (Western  Jurisdiction);  vice 
chairperson  Sook  Byong  Dai  Hahm 
(Northeastern);  secretary  Wesla  Liao 
Fletcher  (Western);  treasurer  Dorinda 
Guillermo  (North  Central);  and 
jurisdictional  representatives  —  Lee-Lee 


By  BRUCE  BLAKE 

Jesus  was  inclusive.  Jesus  clearly 
knew  not  race  or  station  as  boundaries  of 
his  mind  or  God’s  kingdom.  That 
characteristic  of  inclusiveness  was 
captured  as  at  no  other  point  in  history  in 
Wesley’s  sermon  on  the  catholic  spirit. 
Inclusiveness  demanded  the  catholic, 
universal  spirit  towards  all  humankind. 

In  the  history  of  the  church,  we 
sometimes  have  forgotten  that  when  the 
great  commandment  is  proclaimed  to  go 
into  all  the  world,  that  includes  our  own 
backyard. 

Need  we  be  reminded  that  we  are  the 
body  of  Christ  —  expressions  of  his 


Tan  Castor  (Southeastern),  Esther 
Panlilio  (South  Central)  and  Velma 
Yemoto  (Western). 

Delegates  from  each  jurisdiction  plan 
to  hold  similar  training  sessions 
wherever  there  are  concentrations  of 
Asian-American  women. 

Surfacing  issues  and  acquiring  skills 
will  enable  these  women  to  participate 
more  fully  in  die  life  of  the  church  and 
help  them  contribute  to  the  ministry  and 
mission  of  the  church  at  all  levels. 

The  Rev.  Lee-Lee  Tan  Castor  is 
associate  pastor  of  Hixson  United 
Methodist  Church,  Chattanooga.  TN. 


characteristics  including  inclusiveness? 
Racism  has  ripped  the  body  of  Christ 
apart  at  the  seams.  Those  seams  must  be 
sewed  and  woven  back  together. 

We  know  that  what  is  local  is  felt. 
Inclusiveness  must  be  felt  locally.  Thus 
we  have  the  Missional  Priority  on 
Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church. 

Mr.  Blake,  pastor  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Derby,  Kan.,  is 
chairperson  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries’  Unit  on  Missional  Priority 
and  Special  Programs. 


Our  Church,  Like  Jesus,  Is  Inclusive 
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The  Rev.  Aurea  E.  Alejandro 
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Strengthening  the  Districts  is  OIMC  Target 


By  DAVID  LONG  JR. 

The  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  (OIMC)  submitted  proposals 
to  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  for 
funding  from  the  Missional  Priority  on 
Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church. 

Each  district  Council  on  Ministries 
submitted  a  proposal  for  training  their 
members  and  received  $2,000  for  a 
training  event 

The  training  events  were  conducted 
earlier  this  year  by  Sidney  Nichols, 
church  leader  development  staff 
member  from  Discipleship. 

At  a  meeting  last  fall  in  Oklahoma 
City,  district  superintendents  and 
district  Council  on  Ministries 
chairpersons  decided  the  following 
should  be  taught  or  presented  to  each 
district  council  member: 

•  Basic  leadership  for  district  Council 
on  Ministries  members ; 


•  Developing  plans  to  teach  leadership 
skill  to  local  church  leaders; 

•  Organization  and  planning; 

•  Process  and  worksheets  to  assess 
local  church  needs; 

•  Programs  planned  on  basis  of 
assessment  of  needs; 

•  Training  local  church  people  in 
developing  their  church  organization; 

•  Training  local  church  leaders  in 
"know-your-job”  and  information  about 
resources  available  to  them. 

From  these  workshops  each  district 
will  continue  to  set  training  dates  for 
their  district  council  members  and  will 
help  congregations  to  become  familiar 
with  the  local  church  Council  on 
Ministries  structure. 

Mr.  Long  is  program  director  of  the 
Oklahoma  I  ndian  Missionary 
Conference. 


Meet  a  Community-Builder 


By  CAROL  MARIANO 

There  is  more  than  one  way  to  build  a 
community,  but  it  takes  a  sense  of  caring 
and  unflagging  commitment  to  do  it  from 
the  inside  out,  the  way  Dayton  Edmonds 
does. 

A  Native  American  church  and 
community  worker  in  Omak,  Wash.,  Mr. 
Edmonds  begins  by  teaching  people 
respect  for  the  earth,  for  themselves  and 
for  others.  For  inspiration,  he  draws  on 
his  Native  American  heritage,  training 
in  art  and  experience  with  church  and 
community  organizations. 

Mr.  Edmonds  works  with  10  United 
Methodist  churches  located  in  close 
proximity  within  the  Pacific  Northwest 
Conference.  He  acts  as  a  link  among  the 
churches,  encouraging  them  to 
cooperate  on  youth  ventures,  vacation 
church  schools  and  day  camps  for 
children. 

Emphasizing  the  importance  of  the 
earth  as  God’s  creation,  he  has 
developed  curriculum  and  trained 
leaders  for  an  ethnic  minority  church 
camping  program.  He  seeks  increased 
training  opportunities  and  support 
systems  for  rural  ministries. 

He  goes  regularly  to  the  Colville  Indian 
Reservation,  the  largest  one  in 
Washington,  with  a  population  of  29,000. 
There  he  leads  a  training  program  for 
adults  to  help  them  learn  to  work  with 


their  youth.  He  also  runs  a  youth 
program  and  works  with  a  community 
center. 

As  a  consultant  for  a  Native  American 
boarding  school,  his  goal  is  to  help  the 
children  gain  a  positive  self-image. 

When  Hispanic  migrant  workers  came 
to  the  Okanogan  Valley  at  apple  harvest 
time,  he  countered  some  adverse 
community  feeling  by  aiding  in 
organizing  a  “Harvest  Workers  Thank 
You  Dinner”  in  the  local  park. 

Another  of  his  many  ways  of  reaching 
out  to  people  where  they  are  is  working 
with  mentally  and  physically  disabled 
persons  in  a  “Sunshine  and  Happiness 
Group.” 

Helping  the  larger  church  become 
more  inclusive,  Mr.  Edmonds  consults 
with  various  groups  about  Native 
American  needs.  He  is  working  on  a 
project  relating  Native  American 
folklore  to  the  Christian  experience. 

On  the  national  level,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women. 

Mr.  Edmonds  works  to  bring  together 
diverse  groups  of  people  and  to  help  them 
gain  new  feelings  about  their  importance 
to  each  other.  He  aids  them  in  creating  a 
community  grounded  in  faith,  built  up  in 
hope  and  going  on  in  love. 

Ms.  Mariano  is  editor  of  the  Northwest 
United  Methodist. 


May  I  Share  My  Spiritual  Autobiography? 


By  AUREA  E.  ALEJANDRO 

I  was  born  in  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico,  a 
member  of  a  middle-class  family. 
During  my  religious  formation  I 
experienced  a  few  years  in  the 
charismatic  movement.  Since  it  was 
within  a  Pentecostal  church  context, 
their  insistence  was  on  “spirituality.” 

During  my  high  school  years,  I 

A  New  Church  for  Maine 

By  RALPH  L.  MILLER 

More  than  100  persons  attended  the 
first  service  of  the  Maine  Korean  United 
Methodist  Church  March  1  in  Portland. 

Hie  Rev.  Sung  C.  Kim,  a  student  at 
Bangor  (Maine)  Theological  Seminary, 
has  been  appointed  pastor  of  the  new 
congregation  by  Boston  Area  Bishop 
George  W.  Ba shore. 

Plans  are  to  reach  the  200  Koreans 
already  living  within  50  miles  of 
Portland.  Although  many  work  on  the 
waterfront,  the  Korean  community  is 
scattered  because  many  have  married 
Caucasians.  The  congregation  uses  the 
facilities  of  the  Washington  Avenue  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  which  also  serves 
an  English-speaking  congregation. 

The  Koreans  are  willing  to  travel  long 
distances  to  meet  because  they  hunger 
for  community.  One  woman  who  had 
been  in  the  U.S.  for  almost  30  years  said 
that  it  had  been  28  years  since  she  had 
heard  a  sermon  in  Korean. 

Mr.  Kim  states  that  70-80  percent  of  the 
Koreans  in  Maine  are  not  Christian. 
Although  some  are  Buddhist,  most  have 
no  religious  background. 

Last  year  Mr.  Kim  began  a  Bible  study 
service  in  Korean  homes.  Everyone 
participates  in  the  liturgy,  with  some 
portions  in  English  and  Korean,  and  with 
hymns  sung  in  both  languages.  During 
the  Korean  service,  another  seminary 
student  preaches  in  English  to  non- 
Korean  spouses. 

Support  from  the  Maine  Annual 
Conference  comes  from  its  share  erf  the 
Missional  Priority  Fund  and  from  other 
sources  such  as  from  local  church  gifts. 

Mr.  Miller  is  director  of  the  Maine 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 


experienced  an  evolution  in  my  religious 
ideas,  which,  while  attending  the 
University  of  Puerto  Rico,  culminated  in 
my  separation  from  the  Pentecostal 
church  and  my  interest  in  the  discipline, 
structure  and  vision  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

When  I  finished  my  degree  at  the 
university,  I  wanted  to  serve  the  Lord.  At 
that  moment  God  was  no  longer  an 
abstract  bong  transcending  space  and 
time,  ordering  humans  to  the  “holy.” 
Rather  God  was,  and  is,  a  reality  who 
overflows  in  faith,  love  and  hope.  Here 
and  now  and  forever,  I  experience  Jesus, 
the  one  who  took  upon  himself  the  pain 
and  sorrow  of  all  human  beings. 

My  seminary  education  was  essential 
in  clarifying  my  position  concerning  God 
and  the  church.  I  concluded  that  my 
ministry  could  be  relevant  only  within  a 
historical  tradition  —  at  that  moment, 
The  United  Methodist  Church  —  and  I 
experienced  a  transformation  in  my 
world  outlook.  Hie  liturgy,  customs  and 
principles  of  the  church  became  real  in 
my  practical  life. 

All  of  these  devotional,  political  and 
theological  reflections  culminated  in  my 
ordination  as  an  elder  in  the  Puerto  Rico 
Conference  in  June  1980.  Of  course,  such 
an  end  was  in  reality  a  new  beginning. 
Since  my  ordination,  I  have  been 
working  as  a  clergywoman  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  Puerto  Rico. 

It  has  been  a  unique  experience  to 
realize  that  women  can  serve  and  guide 
the  church.  Indeed,  women  are  to  be 
conceived  of  as  an  integral  element  in  die 
future  of  the  church. 

At  times  it  has  been  difficult,  but  the 
grace,  love  and  reality  of  God’s  call  to 
the  ministry  have  been  sufficient  to  face 
all  situations. 

The  Rev.  Aurea  E.  Alejandro  is  one  of 
the  first  women  to  be  ordained  in  the 
Puerto  Rico  Conference  and  a  member 
of  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women.  She  attended  the 
Evangelical  Seminary  of  Puerto  Rico, 
which  has  received  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Missional  Priority  scholarship  aid 
through  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 
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Emigration  to  U.S.  hurts  Christian  witness  in  Cuba 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HAVANA— Every  time  the  United  States  even 
sounds  like  it  might  open  its  borders  to  more 
Cuban  immigrants,  the  Cuban  church’s 
effectiveness  is  diminished,  dozens  of  Christians 
here  indicated  to  several  U.S.  religion  journalists 
during  Holy  Week. 

U.S.  Christians  may  be  acting  out  of 
humanitarian  concerns  when  they  openly 
sympathize  with— and  sometimes  entice— Cuban 
Christians  who  are  thinking  about  leaving  their 
country,  church  leaders  said.  The  result,  however, 
is  far  from  humanitarian  for  Christians  who  want 
to  remain  to  witness  to  the  people  of  this 
communist  island,  they  said. 

For  example,  the  massive  admission  of  some 
135,000  Cubans  into  the  United  States  a  year  ago 
drew  many  Christians  —  a  number  of  them  pastors 
and  lay  leaders  —  from  the  leadership-starved 
churches  here. 

Scattered  reprisals 

Their  departure  brought  scattered  reprisals 
against  remaining  Christians  and  provided  yet 
another  setback  in  the  efforts  of  the  tiny  Christian 
minority  to  influence  a  hostile  society,  church 
leaders  said. 

(Cuba,  with  a  population  of  nearly  10  million,  is 
estimated  to  have  approximately  70,000  attending 
Protestant  churches  and  fewer  than  200,000 


attending  Catholic  churches.) 

“My  hope  is  that  church  people  one  day  will  be 
able  to  integrate  into  government  positions  and 
labor  union  leadership,"  said  Irila  Majin,  director 
of  Christian  education  for  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Cuba. 

“The  church  has  to  earn  this  right  in  a  new 
system"  by  showing  it  will  work  with  the 
communists  for  better  living  conditions  for  all 
Cubans,  even  though  the  church  doesn’t  totally 
embrace  communist  ideology,  Mrs.  Majin  told 
TM/UMR. 

“Those  Christians  who  left  have  demonstrated  a 
lack  of  willingness  to  address  (the  nation’s) 
common  goals." 

The  Rev.  Adolfo  Ham,  a  Presbyterian  minister, 
said:  “How  can  we  bring  a  Gospel  that  is  relevant 
to  this  society  when  so  many  Christians  are 
leaving?  This  is  what  maintains  the  government’s 
conservative  stance  against  religion." 

Several  government  officials  said  they  feel  Cuba 
may  not  be  far  from  officially  recognizing  that 
Christians  are  just  as  concerned  as  communists 
about  the  well-being  of  the  common  people.  But 
the  eagerness  to  leave  displayed  by  some 
Christians  when  given  the  chance  last  year  hurt 
the  cause,  a  few  officials  said. 

Five  of  Cuba's  57  Methodist  ministers  left  in 
1980,  leaving  large  areas  of  the  nation  without 
clergy  for  their  churches.  Bishop  Armando 
Rodriguez  has  had  to  curb  his  episcopal 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  of 
several  reports  by  Roy  Howard  Beck, 
associate  editor,  on  the  Christian 
minority  in  communist  Cuba.  Mr.  Beck 
was  in  Cuba  for  seven  days  during  Holy 
Week  as  part  of  an  8-member  group  of 
U.S.  religion  journalists  seeking  to 
assess  the  religious,  social  and  political 
situation.  Next  week’s  report  will  be 
specifically  about  Methodism  in  Cuba. 

responsibilities  to  fill  the  pulpit  of  one  of  the  lar¬ 
gest  Methodist  churches  because  its  minister  left. 

Call  halt  to  aid 

Southern  Baptists  here  were  the  most  emphatic 
in  calling  for  a  halt  to  U.S.  aid  for  Cuban 
Christians  trying  to  emigrate.  Although  divided 
on  how  they  should  relate  to  Cuba's  communist 
government,  the  Baptists  were  unified  in  their 
message  to  Jim  Newton,  a  director  of 
communications  for  the  U.S.  Southern  Baptist 
Convention:  “The  U.S.  church  must  make  clear  to 
Baptist  pastors  of  Cuba  that  it  will  not  help  them 
move  to  the  United  States." 

The  U.S.  Baptist  mission  board  had  anticipated 
the  concern  and  sent  a  statement  to  be  read  by  Mr. 
Newton:  The  mission  board’s  policy  is  that  it  is  not 


in  the  business  of  helping  people  leave  the  country. 

Contacted  by  TM/UMR  in  New  York,  the  Rev.  J. 
Harry  Haines  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
On  Relief  said:  "The  last  thing  in  the  world  we 
would  do  is  entice  church  leaders  to  leave.  We 
offer  no  inducements.  That  would  be  totally 
irresponsible."  He  added  that  UMCOR  did  give 
approximately  $40,000  to  the  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  to  help  resettle  Cubans  once  they  arrived. 

Christians  hanging  on  the  hope  they  can  get  into 
the  United  States  have  a  tendency  to  ignore  their 
mission  possibilities  in  Cuba,  several  persons  here 
explained.  The  Baptists  have  a  particularly  acute 
problem.  A  few  Baptist  pastors  left  in  the  mass 
exodus  last  year.  Another  25  of  the  remaining  80 
pastors  asked  the  U.S.  Baptist  mission  board  to 
help  them.  When  the  assistance  didn’t  come,  eight 
of  the  25  decided  their  mission  is  in  Cuba  and  no 
longer  want  to  leave. 

‘We  will  be  with  Christ’ 

The  Rev.  Raul  Suarez,  a  leader  of  the  activist 
Baptists,  stated  most  eloquently  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  Christians  of  many  denominations: 
“Christ  is  in  Cuba.  He  will  not  leave.  We  will  be 
with  Christ  in  Cuba .  ’  ’ 

As  long  as  the  United  States  holds  out  the 
possibility  of  letting  people  come  to  its  shores, 
Cubans  will  aspire  to  emigrate,  explained  Lionel 
Martin,  correspondent  for  Reuters,  a  British  news 


service.  "If  you  opened  the  U.S.  door  even  to 
nations  like  Ireland  or  Scotland,  you’d  get  flooded. 
It’s  the  U.S.  myth  of  milk  and  honey. 

"Nobody  is  leaving  because  he  is  starving,”  said 
Mr.  Martin  who  has  reported  from  Cuba  for 
several  years. 

However,  most  of  the  Christians  interviewed  in 
Cuba  readily  stated  that  being  a  "believer"  in  a 
communist  society  is  a  struggle 

“Physical  repression"  is  not  a  problem,  a  recent 
Cuban  Methodist  immigrant  to  the  United  States 
told  TM/UMR  last  week.  But  she  said  Christians 
leave  for  reasons  other  than  a  chance  to  have 
more  material  things.  Constant  "ideological 
repression"  finally  forces  some  people  to  leap  at 
the  chance  to  leave  when  it  comes.  "You  always 
have  to  worry  about  keeping  up  an  image  there," 
the  immigrant  said.  “I  always  felt  I  was  being 
watched.  You  can’t  say  anything  critical  ever.” 

But  Christians’  departures  create  a  harsh 
image,  said  the  Rev.  Raul  Ceballos,  who  heads  the 
Ecumenical  Council  of  Cuba. 

"Before  the  Revolution,  Cuba  was  ruled  by 
people  calling  themselves  Christians.  But  people 
were  dying  of  hunger  and  disease.  Now,  a 
government  that  isn't  Christian  eliminates  hunger 
and  provides  free  health  care  and  education. 

"I  ask  myself,  ‘What  is  the  Cuban  leaders’ 
opinion  of  Christians  who  could  live  under  the 
thieves  and  murderers  ( before  the  revolution)  and 
not  now?’  ’’ 
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The  “Christ  of  the  Harbor”  statue  has  remained  an  anomalous  presence  in  Havana  harbor  for  23  years,  symbolizing  the  co¬ 
existence  of  the  church  in  a  communist  society.  — J,M  newton  photo 

Cuban  churches  ‘relatively’ free 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HAVANA— Through  the  morning 
haze  in  the  middle  of  Holy  Week,  you 
could  see  the  three  big  Soviet 
warships  slip  into  the  bay  here— the 
first  time  since  1978. 

The  sailors  aboard  had  come  to  help 
celebrate  a  communist  victory.  But  as 
soon  as  they  passed  through  a  narrow 
channel  into  the  harbor,  the  sight  of  a 
70-foot-high,  white  marble  statue  of 
Jesus  gleaming  in  the  Caribbean  sun 
confronted  them. 

Tomorrow,  for  most  Cubans,  would 
be  another  part  of  the  20th 
anniversary  celebration  of  the  defeat 
of  U.S. -backed  Cuban  exiles  at  the 
Bay  of  Pigs.  But  tomorrow  also  would 
be  Maundy  Thursday  for  the  faithful 
remnant  of  Christians  who  continue  to 
publicly  express  their  religious  beliefs 
here. 

For  more  than  20  years,  the 
communist  government  has 
dismantled  and  modifed  the  pre¬ 
revolutionary  Cuban  society.  But  it 
has  not  touched  the  towering  statue 
that,  ironically,  was  erected  by  the 
Batista  government  in  December, 
1958,  shortly  before  the  Castro  forces 
took  control  of  the  island. 

Like  the  statue,  the  church  may  be 
an  anomaly  in  which  the  masses  see 
no  relevance.  But  is  has  been  allowed 
to  exist  relatively  unscathed  com¬ 
pared  with  other  communist  nations. 

•Schools  were  the  only  church 
property  confiscated  by  the  govern¬ 
ment,  said  the  Rev.  Carlos  Cespedes 
speaking  in  a  spacious  Catholic 
rectory  a  few  blocks  from  the  harbor  / 
and  cathedral.  Congregations  retain 
ownership  of  not  only  churches  but 
rectories  and  other  property  such  as  a 
combined  residence  and  office 
building  adjacent  to  University 
Methodist  Church  here. 

•  Congregations  may  assemble  in 
their  buildings  at  any  time.  Doors  and 
windows  often  are  flung  open  to  allow 
the  music  to  enter  the  streets.  Signs 


clearly  mark  the  sites.  Congregations 
are  free  to  train  their  young  people. 

•  Ministers  are  free  to  wear  their 
clerical  garb. 

•  Although  ministers  don’t  work  for 
the  government  (as  do  most  Cubans), 
they  and  their  families  are  allowed 
the  free  medical  care,  education  and 
old  age  assistance  available  to 
everybody  else,  said  the  Rev.  Raul 
Ceballos,  head  of  the  Ecumenical 
Council. 

•  The  government  maintains 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Vatican 
and  allows  full  freedom  for  priests  to 
travel.  That  freedom  is  not  accorded 
to  all  Protestant  ministers. 

•  The  tiny  Jewish  community 
receives  special  consideration  for  its 
dietary  needs.  While  meat  ( beef,  pork 
and  chicken)  is  rationed  to  Cubans  in 
the  amount  of  12  ounces  per  person 
every  nine  days,  the  temple  leaders 
are  sold  five  beef  cattle  every  nine 
days  for  ritual  slaughter.  The  meat  is 
sold  to  the  approximately  800  Jews 
living  around  Havana. 

•  Bibles  are  placed  in  all  libraries 
and  schools  even  though  the  official 
state  attitude  is  atheistic 
materialism,  said  Dr.  Jose  Carneado, 
the  Communist  Central  Committee’s 
liaison  with  cultural  institutions. 
"Every  cultured  man  should  read  the 
Bible  and  know  it,”  he  said. 

•  Christians  are  free  to  maintain 
their  own  seminaries. 

•  Religious  publications  are  allowed 
even  though  the  secular  news  media 
are  controlled  entirely  by  the 
Communist  Party.  Several 
denominations  publish  regular 
magazines  and  newspapers.  Some  use 
their  own  mimeograph  machines. 
Several  pay  the  state  to  print  the 
material.  Denominational  leaders 
and  government  officials  insist  that 
the  material  never  has  been  censored 
and  is  not  even  read  by  government 
people  before  it  is  printed. 

A  Cuban  Salvation  Army  editor 
noted,  however,  that  any  material 


opposing  the  government  probably 
would  be  censored,  "particularly  in 
the  first  stage  of  socialist  gov¬ 
ernment."  On  the  other  hand,  he 
said,  religion  editors  can  feel  free  to 
oppose  communist  ideology.  "We  are 
clear  to  distinguish  between  party  and 
government,"  he  said. 

The  managing  editor  of  Granma 
(the  party’s  national  newspaper)  told 
TM/UMR  that  churches  are  free  to 
leave  copies  of  religious  publications 
on  tables  in  public  places. 

But  a  group  of  Cuban  religion 
editors  said  they  are  allowed  to 
distribute  their  publications  only  to 
church  members. 

By  U.S.  standards,  churches 
operate  under  severe  restrictions. 
TTiey  cannot  use  the  airwaves  or  stage 
public  meetings  outside  their  own 
buildings.  Evangelism  must  be 
discrete.  While  Dr.  Carneado  said 
any  non-Cuban  religious  publication 
that  is  not  “directly  anti-communist" 
may  be  mailed  into  Cuba,  several 
Cubans  reported  difficulty  getting 
U.S.  Christian  magazines  and  bulk 
shipments  of  Christian  educational 
material. 

However,  other  freedoms  may  be 
greater  in  Cuba,  a  black  man  from 
Jamaica  explained  after  a  Sunday 
evening  service  in  a  Baptist 
church.  He  said  he  had  lived  in 
Florida  before  coming  to  Cuba  the 
past  year  to  study  medicine.  There 
definitely  is  more  equality  for  blacks 
in  Cuba  than  in  Florida,  the  man  said. 

In  a  fashionable  restaurant  on  a 
picturesque  inlet  just  west  of  Havana, 
Marcos  Matterin  offered  a  Jewish 
view  of  religious  freedom  in  Cuba. 

Recounting  the  Catholic  church’s 
350-year  inquisition  against  the  Jews 
in  Cuba  which  subsided  only  in  this 
century,  the  Jewish  historian 
concluded:  All  things  being 
considered,  Jews  have  fared  much 
better  under  the  communists  than  the 
so-called  Christians. 

—Roy  Howard  Beck 


Curriculum  overhaul  promised 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Negotiations  now  in 
process  could  lead  to  a  new  United 
Methodist  approach  to  developing 
church  school  curriculum  to  meet  the 
needs  of  ethnic  minority  groups,  denomi¬ 
nation  officials  say. 

The  “new  approach”  will  be  to  develop 
resource  materials  specifically  for 
various  ethnic  cultures  in  the  languages 
necessary  for  their  church  members. 

“We  have  tried  to  produce  an  inclusive 
curriculum  for  all  the  ethnic  groups  in 
our  church,"  said  Dorothy  Turner  Lacey 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  staff,  "but  as  hard  as  the  Curri¬ 
culum  Resources  Committee  has  tried  to 
make  it  work,  that  idea  just  has  not  done 
the  job." 

Negotiations  are  in  process  between 
the  Discipleship  agency,  the  Coor¬ 
dinating  Committee  for  the  Missional 
Priority  on  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM). 


Pending  approval  of  a  financial 
package  later  this  year  by  the  GCOM,  the 
new  approach  could  begin  by  early  1982. 

Ms.  Lacy  said  the  new  approach  will  be 
applied  to  developing  other  resources  as 
well.  She  said,  “We  hope  (the  new  staff 
position  designed  to  direct  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  curriculum  resources)  can  help 
us  cut  down  the  response  time  to  making 
changes  in  curriculum  —  maybe  to  as 
short  a  time  as  five  or  six  months .  ’  ’ 

The  financial  arrangements  for  this 
new  approach  to  ethnic  minority  curri¬ 
culum  entail  a  revamping  of  Board  of 
Discipleship  priorities  to  make  available 
specified  sums  during  each  of  the  next 
two  years. 

The  Coordinating  Committee  has  re¬ 
commended  to  the  GCOM  that  a  total  of 
$100,000  be  given  to  the  board  over  a 
three-year  period,  beginning  in  1981,  on 
the  condition  that  the  board  puts  $50,000 
into  the  project  in  1982  and  $75,000  in 
1983. 

The  $100,000  grant  —  which  will  require 
GCOM  approval  at  its  October  meeting 


—  would  come  out  of  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church  missional  priority  appor¬ 
tionment,  according  to  Leonard  Miller,  a 
GCOM  executive. 

Ms.  Lacey  said  that  the  only  Sunday 
School  curriculum  produced  in  the  past 
in  any  language  other  than  English  was 
an  adult  series  in  Spanish.  "We  have 
learned  that  simply  trying  to  be  inclusive 
and  translating  English  curriculum  into 
another  language  does  not  work,"  she 
said.  “Many  of  these  groups  are  using 
resource  materials  other  than  our  own." 

Curriculum  development  practices, 
particularly  in  the  disparity  between  a 
"smorgasbord"  of  materials  for  white 
churches  and  the  scarcity  for  ethnic 
minority  churches,  drew  fire  from  the 
Coordinating  Committee  during  its  mid- 
April  meeting  in  Denver. 

The  committee  recommended  at  its 
meeting  that  Discipleship  give  special 
attention  to  why  current  ethnic  curri¬ 
culum  materials  are  not  being  used,  as 
reported  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 


Communists  encourage  victims  to  appeal 

‘Believers’  still  suffer  bias  on  jobs 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HAVANA  —  One  local  Communist 
Party  committee  found  itself  in  an  un¬ 
comfortable  spot  here  last  year. 

It  was  to  select  six  top  students  from 
the  junior  high  school  in  its  jurisdiction  to 
go  to  medical  school. 

But  the  group  of  six  top  students 
included  three  Catholics,  two  Baptists 
and  one  Methodist.  In  a  nation  where 
only  three  percent  of  the  people  call 
themselves  “believers,"  the  party 
committee  faced  the  prospect  of 
promoting  a  group  that  didn’t  include  a 
single  agnostic,  let  alone  an  atheist! 

A  couple  of  Methodist  church  leaders 
gleefully  told  the  story  to  TM/UMR  to 
illustrate  the  importance  of  Christians 
striving  to  do  their  very  best  in  this 
communist  society.  A  number  of  leaders 
in  the  mainline  denominations  here 
expressed  great  optimism  that 
Christians  who  really  try  to  support  the 
humanitarian  goals  of  the  government 
will  have  a  chance  to  move  into  positions 
of  influence. 

The  recent  incident,  however,  also 
reveals  something  about  the 
discrimination  that  still  exists  toward 
believers. 

The  party  committee,  not  wanting  to 
heap  all  honors  on  religious  people, 
rejected  the  Methodist  girl  in  the  group, 
the  storytellers  claimed.  The  girl 
challenged  the  decision  through  normal 
party  appeal  channels,  using  the 
Constitution’s  guarantees  and  party 
officials’  statements  about  freedom  of 
religion  to  support  her  case. 

Finally,  the  girl  was  asked  if,  after 
graduating  from  medical  school,  she 
would  perform  international  service  in 
some  place  like  Nicaragua.  When  she 
answered  that  she  would  be  eager  to  do 
that,  she  was  placed  back  into  the 
medical  program. 

System  breaks  down  for  some 

But  some  people  aren't  so  well 
equipped  or  as  willing  to  challenge 
injustice  to  themselves.  And  the  system 
breaks  down  in  some  local  situations. 

A  Presbyterian  who  is  a  white-collar 
professional  said  his  religious  practices 
ruined  his  career.  His  supervisor 
repeatedly  harrassed  him  by  giving  him 
extra  assignments  which  required  him  to 
work  on  Sundays  and  forced  him  to  miss 
worship  services.  As  he  chafed  under  the 
discriminatory  practices,  he  got  into 
more  trouble  with  authorities.  When  he 
would  be  called  to  fulfill  national  guard 
duty  on  remaining  Sundays,  he 
sometimes  would  call  in  to  the  military 
that  he  was  sick  so  he  could  attend 
church. 

Within  the  last  six  months,  he  was 
transferred  to  another  office  which 
would  have  required  him  to  commute  by 
car  three  hours  per  day.  Because  he 
refused  the  transfer,  his  only  option  was 
to  work  manual  labor  construction  jobs 
near  his  neighborhood. 

Seventh  Day  Adventists,  comprising 
the  largest  Protestant  denomination  in 
the  nation  (some  10,000  members),  have 
particular  problems  in  holding 
professional  jobs  because  of  their 
Saturday  worship  practices.  Cubans 
normally  have  a  40-hour  workweek,  plus 
Saturday  morning  duties. 

In  most  professions,  it  is  difficult  to 
skip  Saturday  work  and  make  it  up  on 
Sundays.  A  visit  by  several  U.S.  religion 
journalists  to  an  Adventist  congregation 
found  members  predominantly  in 
construction  jobs  where  they  can  operate 
in  small  crews  on  Sundays.  Many 
Adventists  with  professional  skills  have 
had  to  become  manual  laborers  in  order 
to  practice  their  religion. 

A  Methodist  layman  who  works  in  a 
hospital  may  not  understand  how  the 
government  says  the  system  is  supposed 
to  work,  but  he  is  an  expert  on  how  it 


POSITION  OPEN : 

Executive  Director  for  a  multi-service,  non¬ 
profit  retirement  community  with  approxi¬ 
mately  950  residents  and  over  400  employees. 
Location  —  Washington  Metropolitan  Area.  As 
the  Chief  Administrative  Officer,  the  Executive 
Director  would  be  directly  accountable  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  management  of  all 
facilities,  including:  a  domiciliary  home,  a  long¬ 
term  health  care  center  and  an  apartment 
complex.  Education  and  experience 
commensurate  with  responsibilities  required. 
Send  resume  to:  Allan  W.  Mund.  Chairman 
Selection  Committee.  Asbury  Methodist  Village. 
301  Russell  Avenue.  Gaithersburg.  MD  20760. 


Where  church  | 
and  state  meet: 
the  Rev.  Raul  Ce¬ 
ballos,  left,  chief 
Protestant  liaison, 
and  Dr.  Jose 
Carneado,  the 
Communist  Central 
Committee’s  liai¬ 
son. 
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works  in  actuality  for  him  and  the  people 
he  knows :  “My  sister  was  a  boss.  But  she 
lost  her  job  and  was  given  a  lower 
position  because,  under  communism, 
Christians  cannot  be  bosses. 

"Where  I  work,  I  know  I  can’t  be  boss, 
but  there  is  no  other  discrimination. 
People  know  I  am  a  Christian  and 
respect  me  for  it.  Other  Christians  have 
grown  afraid  and  renounced  their 
religion  because  they  thought  it  would 
help  them  advance." 

A  Presbyterian  engineer  commented 
matter  of  factly:  "Of  course,  I  can’t  be 
the  chief  of  my  own  department.  But 
that’s  okay.  I  won’t  renounce  my  faith  to 
achieve  it." 

Another  Presbyterian  engineer, 
however,  when  asked  if  he  encountered 
discrimination,  replied  without 
hesitation:  "Of  course  not.  What 
problems  would  I  have?  Cuba  badly 
needs  engineers.  I  know  of  no  way  in 
which  I’ve  had  troubles  because  of  my 
religion." 

Confronted  with  the  stories  of 
discrimination  gleaned  from  multiple 
interviews,  Cuban  government  and  party 
officials  emphatically  stated  that  such 
abuse  in  Hie  workplace  is  neither 
encouraged  nor  condoned  by  the 
government. 

Officials  say  abuse  not  condoned 

"I  do  not  deny  that  discrimination 
exists,”  said  Ricardo  Alarcon  who  is  the 
equivalent  of  an  assistant  secretary  of 
state.  “In  the  United  Sates,  you  have 
laws  against  anti-semitism,  for  example. 
Yet,  anti-semitism  exists.  You  can’t 
blame  the  U.S.  government  for  that.  The 
same  is  true  in  Cuba  about  religious 
discrimination." 

Believers  are  banned  from  party 
membership  but  should  be  able  on  their 
own  abilities  to  hold  any  job,  officials 
said.  They  were  able  to  name  several 
Christians  who  have  risen  to 
prominence  in  their  fields. 

"We  have  not  reached  the  optimum 
level  we  would  like,”  said  Dr.  Jose 
Carneado,  the  Communist  Central 
Committee’s  liaison  with  scientific  and 


cultural  (including  religious)  groups. 
“Some  people  (in  lower  levels  of 
leadership)  still  reflect  certain  feelings 
from  before  the  Revolution.” 

He  and  many  Christian  leaders 
explained  that  the  church  was  widely 
associated  with  the  ruling  upper  class 
which  exploited  the  common  people 
before  the  Revolution.  For  that  reason, 
they  explained,  such  virtues  as  feeding 
the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked  and 
healing  the  sick  commonly  are  seen  as 
communist  virtues  and  not  things  about 
which  Christianity  is  concerned. 

Said  the  Rev.  Adolpho  Ham,  a 
Presbyterian  minister:  "I  think  the 
church  has  an  inferiority  complex. 
Sometimes,  we  imagine  we’re  being 
discriminated  against.  Maybe  so,  but  we 
need  to  fight  for  our  rights.  All  cases  we 
(the  Ecumenical  Council  of  mainline 
churches  including  Methodists)  have 
fought,  we  have  won.” 

Witness  in  serving  society 

Methodist  Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez 
believes  the  church’s  main  responsibility 
in  Cuba  is  to  serve  spiritual  needs  and 
lead  others  into  a  personal  relationship 
with  Christ.  Because  evangelization 
opportunities  are  limited  almost  entirely 
to  person-to-person  contacts,  he  believes 
Christians  have  an  obligation  to  fight  for 
their  rights  so  they  can  excel  and  take 
their  witness  to  all  segments  of  society. 

"It  also  is  a  good  witness  to  show  that 
we  are  honest  and  good  citizens  who  want 
to  serve  society,"  the  bishop  said. 

The  struggle  sometimes  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult,  a  young  Methodist  woman  in  medical 
school  knows.  Her  grades  are  so  good  that 
she  has  been  told  she  could  be  put  on  the 
faculty— if  only  she  will  renounce  her 
faith.  She  is  ambitious  and  devoted  to  the 
social  goals  of  the  revolution.  But  she 
says  her  religious  faith  is  deep. 

“I  have  a  hope  that  some  day  there  will 
be  a  change."  allowing  her  to  achieve 
according  to  her  abilities.  Until  then,  the 
sacrifices  from  keeping  the  faith  will  be 
worth  it,  she  says. 


"We  raised  $186,000 
in  9  months  despite 
historically  high  interest 
rates  and  inflation" 

—Reverend  R,  Van  Fonnan 
Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church 

Most  of  tho  funds  woro  raised  through  solo  of  10%  and  12%  bonds. 
Our  do-it-yourself  fundraising  program  was  prepared  by  our  own 
Finance  Committee  comprised  of  successful  business  and  professional 
people. 

We  will  gladly  share  the  program  with  others  for  a  modest  charge. 
The  kit  contains  everything  you  need:  Bond  Prospectus,  applications, 
sample  certificates,  promotional  materials  and  the  sample  advertise¬ 
ments  and  publications  used  to  advertise  our  bonds  for  sale. 

For  complete  Information,  write: 

Reverend  R.  Van  Fossan 
361  Centennial  Court 
Bourbonnais,  Illinois  60914 
or  phone: 

Area  815-932-4011 
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Chaplains  air  feelings  of  isolation,  anger  with  UMC 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  DIEGO  —  United  Methodist  chaplains 
serve  in  military  installations,  jails,  and  hospitals 
and  even  in  factories.  Some  of  them  here  said  they 
also  serve  isolated  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  not  because  they  want  to  be. 

During  the  UMC’s  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Re¬ 
lated  Ministries  meeting  last  week,  several  ad¬ 
mitted  feeling  isolated,  frustrated  and  angry. 
More  than  one  cited  letters  to  bishops  which  had 
gone  unanswered;  one  said  his  letters  had  not 
been  answered  in  six  to  eight  years. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Durham,  a  U.S.  Navy  chaplain, 
said  he  was  unhappy  that  he  was  not  receiving  any 
of  the  mailings  which  his  Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference  edition  of  TM/UMR  indicated  had 
been  sent  to  all  ministers. 

Questions  discussed 

"I  think  there  are  two  different  questions  here,’’ 
the  Rev.  Paul  Smith  of  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  told 
the  chaplains  and  his  colleagues  on  the  division 
board.  ‘‘One  is  anger  at  not  being  included  in 
annual  conference  activity.  The  other  is  the 
dilemma  of  a  person  with  a  rightful  claim  on  the 
conference,  but  who  has  been  gone  forever.” 

‘‘Whether  we  are  functioning  in  industry,  or 
jails  or  in  the  military,  we  are  still  functioning  in 
ministry,"  the  Rev.  William  G.  Willson,  a  U.S. 


Navy  chaplain  said.  ‘‘The  church  at  large  seems 
to  have  forgotten  this.  Too  many  of  us  are  tired  of 
being  asked  whenever  we  go  back  to  our  annual 
conference  when  we  are  going  to  return  to  the 
ministry.” 

“I  had  the  distinction  of  being  assigned  to  a 
military  base  in  my  home  district  and  annual 
conference,”  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Norton,  a  Navy 
chaplain,  said  —  to  illustrate  that  geographical 
distance  from  one’s  annual  conference  is  not  the 
only  problem. 

He  told  of  numerous  phone  calls  made  to  his 
district  superintendent  and  of  his  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  make  an  appointment  for  a  courtesy 
call.  He  recalled  attending  a  covered  dish  supper 
for  ministers  in  his  district  which  a  friend  of  his 
told  him  about  —  he  still  wasn’t  on  the  district 
mailing  list. 

The  district  superintendent  ‘‘came  up  to  me  as  I 
was  carrying  my  covered  dish  to  the  kitchen  and 
said,  ‘How  did  you  know  about  this  meeting?’  " 

‘No  voice’  in  church 

Chaplain  Willson,  who  last  month  completed  30 
years  as  a  Navy  chaplain,  said  UM  chaplains 
consider  themselves  a  part  of  the  general  church, 
but  feel  they  have  no  voice  in  the  denomination 
and  no  voice  in  their  annual  conferences.  What  the 
chaplains  really  want  is  to  be  as  active  a  part  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  minister  in  a 
local  church,"  he  said.  ‘‘I  think  if  the  church  really 


wanted  to  be  adventurous  it  could  find  a  way  to 
allow  this." 

Chaplain  Willson  is  president  of  the  Methodist 
Chaplains  Association  of  Southern  California, 
organized  in  1978  to  provide  a  support  group  for 
those  in  extension  ministries.  It  is  also  to  provide 
an  organized  voice  at  General  Conference  and  to 
work  with  general  church  agencies  and 
authorities  to  develop  policies  to  be  followed  in  the 
church’s  ministry  to  the  armed  forces."  All 
chaplains,  including  non-military,  are  eligible  to 
be  members  of  the  association  which  Chaplain 
Willson  said  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind. 

Chaplain  Willson  cited  two  pieces  of  legislation 
designed  to  correct  basic  concerns  that  did  not  get 
past  the  legislative  committee  for  a  floor  vote  at 
the  last  General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Roland  Faulk,  a  retired  Navy 
chaplain,  said  one  of  the  proposals  requested  that 
the  yearly  reports  chaplains  must  make  to  their 
own  annual  conference  be  included  in  the 
conference  journal  as  are  the  statistical  reports 
from  local  church  pastors. 

The  other  measure  sought  an  exception  to  the 
rule  requiring  the  publication  of  minister’s 
salaries  in  the  conference  journal.  This 
legislation,  he  said,  would  help  UM  ministers  who 
are  or  who  want  to  be  chaplains  in  institutions  and 
industry  which  have  policies  prohibiting 
publication  of  any  of  their  employees’  salaries. 
Only  ministers  who  are  not  included  in  church 


pension  programs  —  such  as  military  chaplains  — 
are  eligible  for  the  exemption. 

Of  the'current  policy,  which  lists  the  salaries  of 
those  in  extension  ministries  but  not  their  annual 
reports,  Chaplain  Faulk  said: 

‘‘We  believe  the  church  ought  to  know  what  the 
chaplains  do.  As  it  is,  it  seems  that  the  annual 
conference  is  more  interested  in  what  we  make 
than  in  what  we  do.” 

During  a  somewhat  emotional  two-hour 
discussion  of  the  problem.  Mr.  Smith  asked  the 
chaplains  ‘‘What  do  you  want?” 

Among  those  answering  were  some  who  wanted 
reassurance  for  young  ministers  considering  the 
military  chaplaincy  that  they  will  be  welcome 
back  in  their  annual  conference. 

Start  over  at  bottom 

The  experience  of  a  young  minister  who  went  to 
his  bishop  to  discuss  trying  the  chaplaincy  was 
used  as  an  example  of  what  is  happening.  The 
minister  was  told  to  go  ahead,  but  to  be  aware  that 
when  he  returns  to  his  annual  conference,  he 
would  have  to  start  ‘‘at  the  bottom  again.” 

The  Rev.  Jim  Mowry,  a  Navy  Chaplain  said, 
‘  ‘Some  of  the  conferences  may  be  taking  a  position 
that  is  keeping  us  from  getting  the  kind  of  people 
we  need  for  leavening  our  dough.” 

Chaplain  Willson,  who  will  be  retiring  this  year, 
spoke  graphically  about  the  reasons  many  retired 
military  chaplains  do  not  go  into  the  local  church 
ministry. 


"It’s  not  that  the  chaplains  don’t  want  to  go 
back,"  he  said.  It  is  that  their  bishops  don’t  feel 
they  can  appoint  a  retired  chaplain.  To  appoint  a 
newly  retired  chaplain,  even  one  who  has  20  to  30 
years  in  the  military,  to  a  large  church  might 
create  resentment  among  his  civilian  colleagues. 
He  added  that  some  civilian  ministers  may  resent 
the  military  salary  and  pension. 

Church  responding 

Several  chaplains  outlined  ways  in  which  the 
UMC  is  beginning  to  respond  to  some  of  their 
needs. 

Having  an  orientation  in  the  seminaries  to  the 
different  kinds  of  chaplaincies  is  one  of  the 
recommendations  already  moving  from  theory  to 
reality.  Representatives  of  the  Southern 
California  chaplains’  association  and  the  UM- 
related  Claremont  School  of  Theology  are 
designing  a  curriculum  that  will  “deal  in  depth 
with  extension  ministries,”  Chaplain  Willson  said. 
When  completed,  it  will  be  included  in  the 
seminary’s  curriculum. 

The  Rev.  Orris  Kelly,  a  division  staff  member, 
said  1980  General  Conference  action  requires 
bishops  to  meet  yearly  with  everyone  in  special 
ministries,  including  chaplains. 

“A  committee  on  chaplains  under  the  Board  of 
Ordained  ministry  in  every  annual  conference 
was  mandated,"  he  added. 


Fiscal  of  ficial  states 

Pacific  Homes  loan  said  not  to  cut  program 


EVANSTON  (UMNS)  -  A  $4  million 
loan  by  United  Methodism’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  to  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  in  connection  with 
the  reorganization  of  the  bankrupt  Paci¬ 
fic  Homes  retirement  network  is  not  re¬ 
ducing  regular  allocations  to  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  national-level  boards,  fiscal 
officials  said  here  last  week  (see 
TM/UMR,  April  17). 

However,  during  1980  some  “extra" 
funds  which  otherwise  might  have  been 
available  to  the  agencies,  said  the  Rev. 
Ewing  T.  Wayland,  chief  executive  of  the 
fiscal  agency,  were  siphoned  off  to  meet 
expenses  related  to  litigation  growing 
from  the  homes’  financial  woes. 

The  “extra”  funds  have  come  in  some 
past  years  from  money  the  fiscal  agency 
did  not  spend  from  its  own  World  Service 
Fund  allocations.  High  interest  returns 
on  short-term  investments  had  made  it 
possible  for  the  agency  to  pay  its  own 
operating  costs  from  the  interest  income. 

However,  litigation  costs  reduced  the 
income  fr6m  the  short-term  investment 
portfolio  and  this  resulted  in  the  fiscal 
agency’s  taking  —  in  1980  —  its 


authorized  World  Service  allocation,  Dr. 
Wayland  said.  Therefore,  other  agencies 
received  their  regular  World  Service 
allocations  on  ratio  but  no  “extra”  funds. 
(For  example,  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  annual  report  stated 
that  it  had  experienced  a  decrease  of 
$78,667  in  1980.) 

Dr.  Wayland  said  the  $4  million  loan 
was  made  in  February  on  the  authority  of 
GCFA  directors  from  the  short-term 
investment  portfolio  and  it  will  be 
restored  to  that  pool  during  the  1981-84 
period  by  a  line  item  in  the  General 
Administration  Fund  authorized  by  the 
1980  General  Conference.  The  line  item 
amounts  to  $1  million  per  year. 

The  short-term  pool  from  which  the 
loan  was  made  consists  of  the  cash  flow 
of  the  denomination’s  eight  general  funds 
and  of  the  general  agencies  for  which 
GCFA  performs  banking  functions.  Dr. 
Wayland  said  it  was  cheaper  to  borrow 
the  $4  million  internally  than  to  go  into 
the  commercial  market. 

(The  eight  general  funds  are:  World 
Service,  Black  College,  Missional 
Priority,  General  Administration, 
Interdenominational  Cooperation, 


Churches  plan 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  A 
“theological  presence”  at  the  1982 
International  Energy  Exposition  here 
will  challenge  visitors  to  be  responsible 
stewards  of  God’s  creation. 


fair  exhibit 

with  Roman  Catholics  and  other 
Protestant  groups  in  the  region  to 
provide  space  in  a  centrally  located 
exhibit  hall  where  a  short  film  and  other 
materials  on  stewardship  will  be 


“Energy  Turns  the  World"  will  be  the 
theme  of  the  World’s  Fair  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  attract  more  than  11  million 
visitors  between  May  1  and  October  31, 
United  Methodists  are  cooperating 

June  10  Egypl/6reece  withTnmt^lS  Day 
June  10  3  Island  HAWAII  — 11  Day 
October  10  Cairo/Amman/Sea  of  Galilee/ 
Jerusalem  —  1 1  Day 

October  19  HOLY  LAND/TURKEY  with  Seven 
Churches  of  Asia  — 13  Day 

WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS 

Bo*  506  Elizabethtown.  Ky.  42701  (502  )  769  5900 
four  Host  Benefits  Write  For  Brochure 


Are  you  looking  for  a  chance  to  share  your 
home  and  your  heart  and  at  the  same  time  to 
learn  about  another  culture?  If  so.  why  not 
become  the  proud  parents  of  an  exchange 
student’’  I  can  guarantee  that  it  will  be  a  truly 
unforgettable  family  experience.  For  more 
information  please  write  Karen  Elvin,  8766  Fair 
Park,  Canal  Fulton.  Ohio  44614. 


available. 

The  Rev.  Harold  K.  Bales,  a  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  since  1969 
and  a  ministerial  member  of  the  Holston 
Conference,  has  been  appointed  to  serve 
as  executive  director  of  the  ecumenical 
project,  effective  May  1,  1981.  Making 
the  appointment  was  Bishop  H.  Ellis 
Finger  of  Knoxville,  a  motivating  force 
behind  the  effort. 

Dr.  Bales  said  he  will  begin 
immediately  to  develop  a  short  film, 
probably  18  minutes  in  length,  which  will 
be  shown  in  a  2,380  square-foot  space  in 
the  Hall  of  Technology  and  Lifestyle.  The 
film  will  have  a  strong  stewardship 
theme,  according  to  Dr.  Bales,  and  will 
stress  that  the  “earth  is  the  Lord’s.”  The 
committee  is  working  now  to  raise 
$400,0  00  to  support  the  effort. 


A  message  for  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  religious 
professionals. 


Ifvou  are  the  son  or  daughter  that  dates  back  to  1717.  This 
of  a  religious  leader,  no  matter  makes  PMF  America’s  oldeSI  in- 
what  your  age.  you  now  have  the  surance  company, 
opportunity  to  buy  some  of  the  This  wealth  of  experience  has 

finest  life  insurance  available  to-  enabled  PMF  to  design  low-cost 
day— at  extremely  low  cost.  insurance  policies  to  fit— and  grow 

This  offer  is  also  available  to  with— your  specific  needs, 
your  spouse  and  your  children  For  example,  we  can  provide 
under  the  age  of  26.  you  and  your  family  with  perma- 

Although  our  name  is  Pres-  nent  protection,  term  coverage 
bytenan  Ministers’  Fund,  we  serve  or  a  combination  of  term  and 
tne  insurance  needs  of  all  reli-  whole  life 

gious  faiths  and  denominations.  So  get  in  touch  with  us  now 
In  fact,  we  are  the  only  in-  for  details  about  this  rare  opoor- 
surance  company  specializing  in  tunity  for  insuring  rare  people- 
serving  religious  leaders  for  a  you  and  your  family— at  extremely 
period  of  time  and  experience  low  cost 

THE  INTERFATTH  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  FOR  RELIGIOUS  LEADERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES 


PRESBYTERIAN 

MINISTERS’ 

FUND 

1809  Walnut  Street 
Philadelphia.  PA  19103 


Temporary  General  Aid,  Ministerial 
Education  and  Episcopal.) 

“This  loan  will  in  no  way  interrupt  the 
flow  of  general  funds  from  local  churches 
via  conference  treasurers  and  GCFA  to 
the  programmatic  and  administrative 
agencies  of  the  church  as  the  General 
Conference  has  directed,”  the  fiscal 
agency’s  general  secretary  said. 

Dr.  Wayland  said  World  Service 
disbursements  are  made  monthly  to  the 
agencies.  But,  during  the  month  as 
money  comes  in,  it  is  invested  in  short¬ 
term  paper  and  earns  considerable 
interest  until  it  is  time  to  be  disbursed. 


The  $4  million  loan  by  GCFA  to  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  is  a  part  of  the  $21  million 
package  the  annual  conference  is  loaning 
to  the  homes  corporation  in  settlement  of 
a  long  and  complex  series  of  lawsuits. 
The  reorganization  agreement 
negotiated  out  of  court  provides  the 
homes  are  to  repay  the  money  to  the 
annual  conference,  once  they  are  on  a 
sound  financial  footing  and,  eventually, 
the  annual  conference  is  to  repay  the  $4 
million  loan  from  GCFA  and  another 
loan  of  $3  million  from  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 


Olga  Worrall.  right,  a 
spiritual  healer,  lays  her 
hands  on  David  Geske,  a 
three-year-old  with 
multiple  physical 
problems,  (see  related 
story  below.) 

TM/UMR  STAFF  PHOTO 


Miracle  of  healing  unfolds 
for  child,  mother  says 


BY  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  When  Cheryl  Geske 
brought  her  little  boy  to  the  healing 
services  at  Mt.  Washington  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  he  suffered  from 
multiple  birth  defects  and  could  not  take 
a  step  due  to  a  developmental  disability. 

No,  David’s  is  not  going  to  be  one  of 
those  instant  cure  stories,  but  Mrs. 
Geske,  a  United  Methodist  and  a 
registered  nurse,  feels  a  miracle  has 
been  unfolding  ever  since  Olga  Worrall, 
the  director  of  the  healing  ministry  at 
Mt.  Washington,  began  laying  on  hands 
and  praying  for  him . 

“Medical  professionals  did  not  know 
what  to  do  with  him”  Mrs.  Geske  said. 
“During  his  first  six  months,  he  had  four 
major  surgeries.”  David  is  now  three 
years  old. 

Since  first  attending  the  New  Life 
Clinic  (the  name  given  the  healing 
ministry  here)  just  over  a  year  ago,  she 
reports  that  David’s  progress  has  been 
“remarkable.”  Now  he  has  taken  his 
first  steps,  and  for  the  first  time  in  three 
years,  is  rapidly  becoming  more  aware 
of  his  surroundings  in  spite  of  his  visual 
impairment.  He’s  even  enrolled  in  a 
special  education  class  for  visually 
handicapped  children,  she  said. 

David  continues  to  receive 
conventional  medical  care  and  the 
special  education  his  condition  requires. 

“We  are  using  spiritual  healing  to 
speed  healing,”  Mrs.  Worrall,  a  vigorous 
74-year-old  lady,  said.  While  some  cures 
are  instantaneous,  many  are  more 
gradual,  she  says  in  books  co-authored 
with  her  late  husband,  Dr.  Ambrose 
Worrall,  who  was  a  scientist  and  noted 
healer. 

The  Geskes  are  among  those  who 
attend  the  Thursday  morning  healing 
services  conducted  by  Mrs.  Worrall  and 
her  staff  which  includes  ministers  and 
physicians.  An  average  of  300  persons 
attend  each  week. 

The  Mt.  Washington  service  which 
began  more  than  30  years  ago  is  not  only 
ecumenical,  it  is  open  to  non-believers  as 
well.  Mrs.  Worrall  said  she  told  a  man 
who  said  he  was  an  atheist  not  to  worry, 
that  she  had  enough  faith  for  both  of 
them. 

To  say  that  any  of  the  persons  who 
practice  the  laying  on  of  hands  during  the 
healing  service  —  or  after  the  regular 
Sunday  worship  service  —  can  guarantee 
results  —  or  even  predict  them,  makes 
them  uncomfortable.  To  even  suggest 
such  a  thing  makes  Mrs.  Worrall  rather 
aggravated : 

“We  make  absolutely  no  promises.  We 
wait  upon  the  Lord,"  she  said. 


Before  the  healing  service,  Mrs. 
Worrall  speaks  of  God’s  healing  love. 
Other  members  of  the  clinic  staff  read 
scriptures  and  pray.  The  actual  laying  on 
of  hands  is  preceded  by  a  “quiet  time” 
during  which  the  congregation  is  urged 
to  mentally  and  spiritually  prepare  for 
the  service  to  follow. 

Unlike  some  laying  on  of  hands 
services,  persons  coming  to  the  altar  rail 
do  not  faint  or  fall  over  backwards. 

“If  people  really  get  a  lot  of  energy  ;  if 
we  really  zap  them,”  said  Dr.  Robert 
Lichtman,  a  United  Methodist  physician, 
“they  kneel  at  the  altar  for  a  few 
moments,  but  they  don’t  fall.” 

The  “energy”  which  he  talks  about  is 
described  by  recipients  as  a  “feeling  of 
heat”  or  warmth.  Scientific  laboratories 
such  as  the  Menninger  Foundation, 
UCLA  and  Johns  Hopkins  Medical 
Center,  are  among  those  studying  Mrs 
Worrall  and  examining  what  happens 
when  she  lays  on  her  hands. 

Mrs.  Worrall  is  one  of  the  most  studied 
spiritual  healers  by  scientists  from  the 
U.S.,  Japan  and  England,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Robert  Cartwright  of  Mt. 
Washington,  who  also  participates  in  the 
healing  services. 

One  study  which  Mrs.  Worrall 
described  for  TM/UMR  showed  that  her 
skin  surface  temperature  increases 
between  13  and  15  degrees  when  she  is  in 
what  she  describes  as  a  “state  of 
healing.” 

In  the  laboratory  of  Dr.  Thelma  Moss, 
then  at  UCLA,  Kirlian  or  electric 
photography  of  Mrs.  Worrall’s  hands 
showed  a  marked  increase  in  the  circle  of 
light  —  or  aura  —  surrounding  them 
when  she  was  in  a  state  of  healing. 

At  9  p.m.  nightly  she  prays  for 
everyone  who  has  asked  her  for  help. 

She  suggests  that  those  who  contact 
her  set  aside  that  time,  if  possible,  to  join 
in  prayer  from  8:55  to  9  p.m.,  and  then  to 
spend  the  next  five  minutes  in 
meditation,  receptive  to  the  healing 
energy  of  God. 

"When  you  put  your  hands  on  a  person 
for  the  laying  on  of  hands  you  are  doing 
what  the  church  tells  you  to  do  — 
annointing,”  she  said.  “Our '  ministers 
should  be  taught  the  art  of  healing  in 
seminary,  but  they  aren’t.” 

Acknowledging  that  there  are 
charlatans  who  are  “pseudo-  healers" 
who  do  more  harm  than  good,  Mrs. 
Worrall  said  local  churches  should 
include  healers  as  paid  members  of  their 
staffs. 

“Then  there  would  be  no  need  for  the 
pseudo-healers,”  she  added. 

“The  New  Life  Clinic  does  not  accept 
love  offerings,  gifts  or  payments.” 


Court  rules  out  lay  limit 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMNS)  -  A 
United  Methodist  annual  conference 
cannot  limit  the  number  of  years 
laymembers  may  be  elected  to  it  by  local 
churches,  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court”  ruled  here  last  week. 

The  Judicial  Council  reiterated  earlier 
opinions  that  a  conference  may  not  add 
or  subtract  from  qualifications  set  forth 
in  the  church’s  Constitution.  The  case 
before  the  council  came  from  the 
Califomia-Nevada  Annual  Conference 
which  had  attempted  to  apply  an  8-year 
tenure  rule  to  laymembers  after  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  general  board  membership. 

The  church  court  also  ordered  a  new 
trial  for  a  minister  in  Southern  Illinois, 
setting  aside  the  guilty  decision  issued  by 
a  conference  trial  court  in  1979  that 
Joseph  C.  Evers  had  been  dishonest  in  an 
answer  to  a  question  posed  by  the 
conference  divorce  review  court. 

That  verdict  was  upheld  by  a 
jurisdictional  appeals  court  but  then 
appealed  to  the  Judicial  Council  on  nine 
grounds  of  errors  in  trial  procedure. 

The  council  made  no  determination  on 
eight  of  the  grounds  because  in  one  "we 


find  sufficient  reason”  to  overturn  the 
lower  decision.  “That  error”  was  that 
two  of  the  bishops  involved  in  the  trial  — 
one  of  them  the  presiding  officer  —  met 
with  members  of  the  trial  court  during 
their  deliberations  “without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  defendant  or 
defense  counsel.” 

The  two  bishops  involved  were  LeRoy 
Hodapp  of  the  Illinois  Area  and  Jack 
Tuell  —  the  presiding  bishop. 

The  decision  here  said  it  did  not  matter 
whether  the  presiding  bishop  expressed 
any  opinion  in  the  meeting  but  “the  very 
fact  of  such  a  meeting  and  the  absence  of 
any  official  record  is  persuasive 
evidence  that  church  law  .  .  .  was 
violated  and  with  it  the  rights  of  the 
accused.” 

The  council  took  special  care  to  order 
that  the  new  trial  follow  “carefully  and  in 
detail  the  trial  procedures  set  forth  in  the 
Discipline”  and  to  point  out  that  this 
includes  the  annual  conference’s 
constitutional  right  to  the  last  word  — 
to  affirm  or  reject  “any  decision  of  a 
trial  court  as  it  affects  the  conference 
relation  of  a  ministerial  member.” 


the  church  today 


New  Iliff  president  comes 
from  Dakota  Wesleyan 

DENVER  -  The  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Messer,  40,  has  been  named  the 
president  of  United  Methodist-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  here  as  of  July  1. 

Dr.  Messer  has 
been  president  of 
Dakota  Wesleyan 
University  in 
Mitchell,  S.D.  since 
1971.  The  post  of 
president  at  Iliff 
has  been  vacant 
since  Dr.  Jameson  ■ 

Jones  resigned  as  [ 
president  of  Iliff  to  I 
assume  the  position  Dr.  Messer 
of  Dean  of  the  School  of  Theology  at  Duke 
University. 

He  said  he  is  looking  forward  to  his  new 
responsibility  which  includes 
appointment  as  the  Henry  White  Warren 
Professor  of  Practical  Theology. 
“Theological  schools  function  as  the 
intellectual  and  prophetic  centers  of  the 
church.  Strategically,  the  seminary  has 
the  potential  for  influencing  the 
leadership  and  tone  of  the  church  and 
society  for  decades  to  come,”  Dr.  Messer 
said,  according  to  a  new  release. 

First  quarter  fiscal  report 
shows  less  income 

EVANSTON  (UMNS)  -  Financial  sup¬ 
port  of  United  Methodism’s  general  benev¬ 
olence  and  program  funds  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1981  showed  a  mixed  picture 
compared  with  a  year  ago,  according  to  a 
report  by  the  denominations’  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 


PREACH  AND  TEACH 
IN  THE  ROCKIES 
Seminary  student  for  summer. 
$2,000  to  $2,500  scholarship.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Colorado 
Springs.  Colorado.  Call  Rob  Driscoll: 
(303)  471-8522. 


Director  Of  Admissions,  Graduate  And 
Theological  Schools,  Drew  University 
Requires  admissions  experience,  preferably  in 
both  graduate  and  theological  areas.  Will  plan 
and  direct  program,  Including  recrulUng  travel 
and  office  procedures.  Send  letter  and  resume  to 
Director  of  Personnel.  Box  M,  Drew  University. 
.Madison.  NJ  07940  before  May  15.  An  equal 
^ggortunlt^affirrna^lv^ctlor^mployeiv^^^^^ 


COLORADO 

Life  C.are  Communities 

6enver,  Colorado  Springs,  Pueblo 


"Writ©  or  telephone  Sunny  Acres 
Villa,  Inc.  for  information  describ¬ 
ing  the  advantages  of  living  in  a 
Life  Care  Community.” 

Sunny  Acres  Villa,  Inc. 

2501  E. 104th 
Denver,  Colo.  80233 
Ph:  (303)  452-4181 


The  total  contributed  through  March  31 
was  $10.3  million.  Overall,  this  is  18 
percent  less  than  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1980,  but  direct  comparisons 
are  difficult  because  of  changes  in  goals 
and  components  of  a  number  of  funds  as 
the  church  moves  into  a  new  four-year 
program  cycle.  The  1980  report  included 
almost  $4  million  in  response  to  special 
appeals  for  emergency  relief  assistance 
in  Cambodia  and  elsewhere. 

40  ethnic  minority  program 
developers  sought 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Forty  ethnic 
minority  program  developers  are  being 
sought  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  help  annual  conferences 
work  out  a  comprehensive  approach  to 
the  missional  priority  on  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church. 

Addressing  National  Division  directors 
at  their  spring  meeting  here,  the  Rev. 
Negail  Riley,  assistant  general 
secretary,  announced  a  plan  for 
recruitment,  training  and  deployment  of 
the  new  developers. 


S?OLO*$ 


Your  World  Service  gift,  with 
millions  of  others,  helps  reach 
our  1 981  goal  of  $28.4  million 
The  United  Methodist  Church, 
motivated  by  love  and  by  con¬ 
cern,  uses  World  Service  as  a 
method  of  ministering  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  in  this  and 
more  than  90  other  nations. 
YOUR  WORLD  SERVICE  GIFT 
MADE  REGULARLY  —  througf 
your  local  church  —  IS  VERY 
IMPORTANT! 


ds 

^1  UN 


For  more  information  on  how 
World  Service  is  our  method 
of  people  serving  people,  write: 
UNITED  METHODIST 
COMMUNICATIONS, 

1200  Davis  St., 

Evanston,  III.  60201 
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For  each  district 

Pre-Conference  sessions  set 


Pre-Conference  training  sessions  will 
be  held  starting  May  18  in  each  district 
under  the  leadership  of  the  District 
Superintendent. 

In  all  districts  except  the  Monroe 
District,  there  will  be  a  team  of  persons 
from  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions 
to  explain  the  legislation  concerning  the 
new  pension  program  which  is  to  be 
considered  by  the  annual  conference 


The  Monroe  District  had  a  program 
concerning  pensions  that  was  discussed 
earlier  in  the  year. 

The  purpose  of  the  pre-conference 
training  sessions  is  to  give  the  lay  and 
clerical  delegates  an  opportunity  to  hear 
a  synopsis  of  the  proposed  legislation 

However,  the  sessions  are  not  held  for 
debate  or  amendments,  but  merely  to  aid 


the  delegates  to  conference  understand 
what  is  being  proposed.  In  this  fashion, 
delegates  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
study  the  legislation  and  be  prepared  to 
consider  it  when  it  comes  before  the  full 
conference. 

The  sessions  were  first  held  about  20 
years  ago.  They  were  originally 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
the  Laity  as  a  training  session  for  lay 
delegates  to  the  annual  conference. 

The  idea  behind  the  sessions  was  to 
help  prepare  persons  who  had  never 
attended  an  annual  conference  and  had 
no  idea  as  to  how  the  annual  conference 
operates.  Through  the  sessions,  the 
delegates  became  better  prepared  to  be 
more  effective  at  the  conference. 

At  the  sessions,  members  of  the 
committees  that  have  filed  various 
reports  are  on  hand  to  explain  the 
reports.  If  there  are  any  questions 
concerning  the  meaning  or  intent  of  the 
proposals,  the  committee  member  will 
be  able  to  answer  the  future  delegates 
questions. 

However,  the  sessions  are  not  a  time  to 
make  a  decision  on  matters.  It  is 
designed  to  be  an  objective  presentation 
of  new  proposals,  changes  or  revisions. 

Pre-conference  reports  will  be  mailed 
to  the  delegates  May  1.  The  reports 
contain  the  information  on  the  proposals. 
The  delegates  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
study  the  reports  before  the  pre¬ 
conference  training  sessions. 

District  superintendents  will  have 
extra  copies  of  the  report  available. 


Sessions  Schedule 

Alexandria  District  —  Horseshoe  Drive  —  Monday,  May  25  — 
7:00  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge  Districts  —  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  — 
Tuesday,  May  19  —  7:00  p.m. 

Lake  Charles  District  —  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles  —  Wed., 
May  20  —  7:00  p.m. 

Monroe  District  —  St.  Paul’s  UMC  —  Thursday,  May  21  — 
7:00  p.m. 

New  Orleans  Districts  —  St.  Luke  —  Monday,  May  18  —  7:30 
p.m. 

Ruston  District  —  Arcadia  —  Friday,  May  22  —  7:00  p.m. 

Shreveport  District  —  Christ  Church  —  Thursday,  May  21  — 
7:00p.m. 


New  aides  for  local  church  leaders 
available  from  Cokesbury  Publishing 


New  helps  for  every  local  church 
leader  are  now  available  from 
Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Entitled,  “Gidelines  for  Leadership  in 
the  Local  Church,”  the  28  booklets  and 
binder  will  help  local  church  leaders  in 
understanding  the  organization  of  the 
local  church  and  how  that  organization 
can  function  most  effectively. 

The  resources  booklets  are  revised 
every  four  years  to  reflect  changes 
ordered  by  General  Conference.  In 
addition  to  the  28  booklets  and  binder,  a 
workbook  and  filmstrip  entitled, 
“Organizing  Your  Local  Church  to  Work 
for  Christ”  are  also  available. 

New  this  year  is  the  booklet  “The 
Pastor’s  Role  in  Program  and 
Administration.”  Also,  according  to 
project  manager  John  Lundy,  a  special 
attempt  was  made  to  make  the  guidelines 
suitable  for  small  membership  churches. 

Lundy  is  a  staff  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  and  Richard 
Smith,  of  the  same  board,  served  as  the 
editor. 

Artwork  and  production  were  handled 
by  publishing  house  staff. 

All  28  booklets  and  the  binder  are 
available  from  Cokesbury  for  $23.95  and 


the  filmstrip  and  workbook  cost  $24.95. 

Price  for  individual  copies  of  the 
booklets  are  $.65  or  $1.00  depending  on 
the  topic. 

The  publishing  house  is  the  official 


publisher  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Don  Cottrill  at  First  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  did  one  of  the  youth  coordinations 
for  this  series. 


Printing  of  the  aides  for  local  church  leadership  is  done  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Curriculum  resources  planning  explained 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Franklin  Dotts  is 
the  consultant-coordinator  of  curriculum 
planning  for  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.) 

By  M.  FRANKLIN  DOTTS 

Few  people  —  either  laity  or  clergy  — 
in  the  local  United  Methodist  Churches 
understand  how  curriculum  resources 
are  developed  in  our  denomination.  I  did 
not  when  I  served  as  a  pastor  in  a  local 
church  in  the  Nebraska  Annual 
Conference. 

In  order  to  do  so  we  must  first 
distinguish  between  planning  the 
curriculum  and  developing  the 
curriculum  resources.  By  curriculum  I 
mean  the  orderly  plan  by  which  possible 
learning  experiences  for  persons  at  all 
age  levels  are  arranged.  Certain  kinds  of 
learning  experiences  (and  this  includes 
the  content  to  be  studied)  work  best  for 
children  4  or  5  years  old,  others  for  16  or 
17  year  olds,  still  others  for  40-50  year 
olds.  Therefore,  curriculum  planners  try 
to  arrange  these  opportunities  for 
learning  experiences  in  an  orderly  way, 
using  the  best  information  they  have 
about  the  content  of  the  faith  (including 
the  content  and  message  of  the  Bible) 
and  the  ways  people  learn. 

By  curriculum  resources,  I  mean  the 
tools  developed  to  help  make  those 


learning  experiences  happen  in  people’s 
lives  —  such  as,  student  books, 
filmstrips,  teacher  guidebooks,  picture 
story  papers,  cassettes,  and  so  forth.  The 
purpose  of  the  curriculum  resources  is  to 
make  it  more  possible  (and  likely)  for 
certain  kinds  of  learning  experiences  to 
occur  for  certain  people,  thus 
accomplishing  “our  fundamental  goal  in 
Christian  education  ...  the  development 
of  Christian  faith  and  discipleship.” 

It  is  one  thing  to  plan  a  curriculum;  it 
is  quite  another  to  develop  curriculum 
resources.  Together  both  processes 
contribute  to  effective  life  long  Christian 
education. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  clearly  assigned 
the  curriculum  planning  task  to  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  (see  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  1980,  paragraphs  1322-1327). 
This  committee  exist  to  construct  “plans 
for  curriculum  and  curriculum  resources 
to  be  used  in  the  church  school” 
(paragraph  1322).  The  forty  one  voting 
members  of  this  committee  meet  every 
six  months  to  make  decisions  about 
necessary  changes  in  the  curriculum 
plan.  The  work  of  this  committee  is  in 
turn  reported  to  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  when  it  meets.  When  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  members  have 


approved  the  work  of  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee,  we  then  have  an 
“official”  United  Methodist  Curriculum 
plan. 

The  task  of  developing  curriculum 
resources  based  on  the  official 
curriculum  plan  is  assigned  to  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee  as  editors  of  the 
resources.  Starting  with  the  approved 
statements  for  each  unit  of  curriculum, 
the  editors  work  with  writers,  artists, 
photographers,  layout  design  specialists 
and  other  printing  persons  to  create  the 
best  possible  tools  (curriculum 
resources)  for  use  in  local  churches  in 
bringing  about  the  learning  experiences 
suggested  by  the  curriculum  planners. 

United  Methodist  curriculum  resources 
result  from  this  careful  process  of  cur¬ 
riculum  planning  and  resources  develop¬ 
ment.  If  you  have  any  questions  about 
how  either  process  operates,  do  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  call  any  member  of  the  Curric¬ 
ulum  Resources  Committee  staff.  You 
can  call  the  toll  free  line,  Curric-U-Phone, 
800-251-8591. 

All  official  curriculum  resources  are 
published  by  Graded  Press  curriculum 
publishing  department  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  They  are 
distributed  by  Cokesbury,  the  house’s 
retail  sales  division. 


Pictured  above  are  the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  .St. 
Paul  UMC  of  Monroe.  The  men  have  begun  a  crusade  for 
Christ,  using  the  theme  “Each  One  Win  One  in  ’81."  The 


men  have  already  held  a  revival,  directed  by  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Dobbins,  who  also  set  up  a  Bible  study  for  the  group.  The 
group  also  has  organized  a  male  chorus. 


UM  youth  show  involvement 


Pictured  above  are  some  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  youth 
that  have  received  awards  and  were  winners  in  various 
contests.  On  the  left  is  Sandra  L.  Green.  She  was  crowned  Miss 
Louisiana  Stock  Show  1981  and  was  also  the  Cinderella  Girl  for 
Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi.  Sandra  is  a  member  of 
the  Memorial  Church  of  Bastrop  and  has  been  the  accompanist 


at  the  Beekman  United  Methodist  Church  for  several  years. 
Patty  Sarver  and  John  Suire,  on  the  right,  were  elected  king 
and  queen  of  the  UMY  Banquet  at  the  Ebenezer  UMC  in 
Crowley. 

All  three  are  good  examples  of  dedicated  Christians  for  the 
young  adults  of  today. 


Scott  named  director 
of  careers  school 

Centenary  College  President 
Donald  A.  Webb  has  named  Bert 
Scott  director  of  the  Centenary 
School  of  Church  Careers. 

The  Rev.  Scott  has  been  at 
Centenary  College  since  1975. 
serving  as  Associate  Director  of  the 
Program  since  1978.  He  succeeds 
Dr.  Don  Emler,  who  will  teach  full¬ 
time  undergraduate  and  advanced 
courses  in  the  Department  of 
religion. 

Scott  is  a  1962  graduate  of  Millsaps 
College  and  a  1966  graduate  of 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

He  has  served  pastorates  in 
Versailles,  Ky.,  Pascagoula. 
Meridian  and  Magee  Mississippi. 

Scott  is  the  father  of  three 
children:  Bill,  Lisa  and  Patrick. 

According  to  the  public  relations 
department  at  Centenary,  they  are 
excited  about  Scott  taking  the 
position  and  are  presently  looking 
for  an  associate  director. 

Parsonettes 9 
Lunch  Set 

The  Parsonettes  Luncheon  will  be  held 
June  3,  at  the  Broadmoor  UMC  at  12:30 
p.m.  The  Rev.  Ryan  Horton  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  Luncheon.  The  cost 
will  be  $4.00  per  person. 
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Krumnow  sets  retirement 
After  50  years  of  service 


The  Rev.  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  will  be 
honored  for  his  service  to  the  church  at 
an  open  house  at  the  Benton  Methodist 
Church  at  Benton,  La  ,  on  Sunday,  May  3, 
from  2  to  4  p.m. 

The  reception  will  be  held  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  at  the  church  where 
Krumnow  has  been  pastor  for  the  last  11 
years.  He  is  retiring  at  the  next  session  of 


The  Rev.  Clarence  B.  Krumnow 


the  Louisiana  Conference,  June  1-4  in 
Shreveport 

Krumnow,  who  has  been  a  Methodist 
minister  for  over  50  years,  was  born  in 
Marlin,  Tex  ,  August  7,  1910  While 
attending  Blimn  Memorial  College  in 
Blimn,  Tex..  Krumnow  was  a  student 
pastor  at  Paige,  Tex. 

Krumnow  was  an  honor  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  in  Lafayette  and  received  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  and  was  ordained 


a  deacon  in  Houston,  Tex.,  in  November 
of  1933.  He  was  made  an  elder  in  San 
Antonio  in  October  of  1939. 

Krumnow  has  always  served  in  rural 
churches.  While  a  student  at  USL,  he 
served  the  Ebenezer  church  and  also  the 
Raymond  church.  He  served  the 
churches  on  the  Raymond,  Elton  and 
Basile  charge  for  25  years. 

From  this  charge,  Krumnow  went  to 
Gilliam  and  Belcher  from  1960  to  1965.  He 
then  went  to  Greenwood  for  the  next  five 
years  and  has  remained  at  Benton  since 
1970. 

“I  chose  to  give  my  life  to  the  rural 
charge,”  Krumnow  said.  “When  I  left  the 
Raymond  charge  I  had  a  chance  to  go  to 
the  city,  but  decided  against  it.  I  have 
enjoyed  my  work.” 

Krumnow  grew'  up  on  a  farm,  and  still 
has  a  small  herd  of  registered  Black 
Angus  cattle  on  a  farm  near  Denton. 

“That  is  my  hobby,”  he  said,  although 
he  also  operates  a  business  with  antique 
furniture.  He  has  received  much  praise 
for  his  work  in  the  area. 

“I  like  to  work  with  wood,”  he  said. 

Krumnow  is  currently  restoring  a  90- 
year-old-house  where  he  will  live.  He  will 
operate  his  antique  furniture  business 
from  a  separate  shop  there. 

While  at  college,  Krumnow  excelled  in 
debate  and  speech,  debating  half  the 
major  colleges  in  the  United  States  He 
was  honored  by  being  tapped  by  the  Blue 
Key  debate  fraternity  and  Phi  Kappa 
Delta  leadership  fraternity. 

During  his  charge  at  Raymond,  he 
taught  social  studies  during  World  War 
II,  a  position  he  remained  at  for  17  years. 

Krumnow  comes  from  a  family  of 
seven  brothers  and  one  sister.  He  and  his 
wife,  Gertrude,  have  four  children  and  10 
grandchildren. 

“I  am  happy  in  my  relationship  with 
the  church  and  my  retirement,”  he  said. 
“I  have  worked  hard  all  my  life,  and  I 
think  that  has  helped  me  to  stay 
healthy.” 
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How  can  Christians  elsewhere  help  the  church  in  China? 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

SEOUL,  Korea  —  “How  can  Christians 
in  the  United  States  help  you  in  the  task 
of  re-developing  the  church  in  China?’’ 
Some  version  of  this  question  was  posed 
in  each  of  our  visits  with  Christian 
leaders  in  six  major  Chinese  cities. 

We  posed  this  question  because  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  Chinese  church  are 
meager  compared  to  our  own,  and 
because  we  have  sensed  a  passionate 
desire  on  the  part  of  many  American 
Christians  to  share  the!* gospel  with  the 
people  of  China. 

The  response  we  received  was  remark¬ 
ably  consistent,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
church  in  China  as  yet  has  no  official 
organization  or  centralized  authority. 
“You  have  already  helped  us  in  the 
greatest  way  possible  by  keeping  us  in 
your  prayers  during  the  ‘cultural  Revo¬ 
lution,’  ”  said  Dr.  George  Y.  T.  Wu  of 
Shanghai.  “Despite  this  period  of  severe 
persecution,  you  helped  us  to  know  that 
God  was  still  with  us  and  that  we  — 
though  isolated  —  were  still  a  part  of  the 
Body  of  Christ.” 

Dr.  Wu  added  that  American 
Christians  can  best  help  Chinese  Chris¬ 
tians  at  present  through  continued 
prayers  and  by  engaging  in  visits  like 
ours  so  as  to  develop  mutual  friendship 
and  understanding. 

Dr.  Wu  was  prominent  in  international 
church  affairs  prior  to  the  revolution  of 
1949  and  is  now  a  patriarchal  figure  in  his 
late  70s.  What  he  was  politely  telling  us 
was  that  the  Chinese  church  is  unalter¬ 
ably  committed  to  the  “three-self  prin¬ 
ciple”  of  “self-government,  self-support, 
and  self -propagation,”  and  not  receptive 
to  any  sort  of  new  foreign  missionary 
movement  in  China. 

Given  the  picture  of  religion  in  China 
which  is  still  being  portrayed  by  “Bible 
smugglers”  such  as  “Brother  Andrew,” 
and  the  admitted  need  of  the  Chinese 
church  for  resources  of  all  types  in  order 
to  maximize  the  benefits  of  its  newly 
restored  freedom,  this  response  from  a 
fellow  Christian  was  at  first  hard  to 
understand. 

Dr.  Wu’s  response  was  also  hard  to 
accept  because  it  strikes  a  blow  against 
the  pride  of  Western  Christians  to  be  told 
“we  don’t  want  your  help.” 

After  spending  two  weeks  in  conversa¬ 
tions  with  Chinese  Christians,  however, 
members  of  our  group  found  ourselves  in 
the  ironic  position  of  subsequently  inter¬ 
preting  to  Korean  Church  officials  here 
in  Seoul  why  Korean  missionaries  and 
Korean-financed  Chinese  Bibles  would 
not  be  welcomed  with  open  arms  by  Chin¬ 
ese  Christians.  If  Christians  elsewhere 
are  to  help  our  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  in  rebuilding  the  church  in  China, 
we  learned,  we  must  first  understand 
their  situation  sympathetically  and  gain 
their  trust. 

Past  image  must  be  overcome 

Such  an  understanding  must  begin 
with  the  recognition  that  Christianity 
was  regarded  as  a  “foreign”  religion  em¬ 
braced  by  Chiang  Kai-shek,  who  fled  to 
Taiwan  when  Mao  Tse-tung  established 
the  People's  Republic  of  China  in  1949. 
The  various  denominational  expressions 
of  Christianity  in  China  continued  to 
function  more  as  “Chinese  branches  of 
foreign  mission  boards  than  as  Chinese 
churches,"  according  to  Bishop  K.  H. 
Ting,  the  acknowledged  head  of  Protes¬ 
tant  Christianity  in  China  today  (see 
TM/UMR,  April  24). 

All  foreign  missionaries  were  expelled 
from  China  during  the  late  1950s,  and 
Chinese  Christian  leaders  were  forced  by 
their  minority  status  to  work  together 
rather  than  separately.  Their  already 
less-than-ideal  situation  was  greatly 
magnified  with  the  beginning  of  the 
“cultural  revolution”  in  1966.  All 
churches  in  China  were  closed  then,  and 
all  ministers  were  either  arrested  or  sent 
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EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  reports  by  TM/UMR  Editor 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  on  the  visible  re-emergence  of  the  Christian  Church  in 
China.  Mr.  Dunnam  spent  most  of  April  in  China,  Japan  and  Korea  as  part  of  an 
U-member  group  of  Christians  traveling  under  the  auspices  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Dunnam's  first  report  (April  24  issue)  indicated  that  the  church  in  China 
today  is  probably  larger  and  stronger  than  at  the  time  of  the  1949  revolution, 
despite  all  churches  being  closed  from  the  beginning  of  the  “cultural  revolution" 
in  1966  until  the  late  1970s.  He  also  reported  that  fairly  broad  freedom  of  religious 
expression  has  been  restored  in  China,  that  more  than  100  churches  and  one 
seminary  have  been  re-opened,  and  that  81  persons  were  baptized  in  Beijing 
alone  on  Easter  Sunday  —  thus  suggesting  that  the  church’s  future  in  China  may 
be  brighter  today  than  ever  before. 


to  work  in  the  fields  and  factories  in 
order  to  “purify”  China  from  all  outside 
influences. 

Ironically,  this  10-year  period  of  intense 
persecution  led  to  a  respect  for  Christian¬ 
ity  among  Chinese  intellectuals  and  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  which  had  not  previ¬ 
ously  existed.  Contrary  to  Marxist  philos¬ 
ophy,  the  church  did  not  die  when  the 
church  buildings  were  forcibly  closed.  It 
continued  to  exist  —  and  actually  grow  — 
in  the  form  of  “house  churches.” 

Government  attitude  modified 

When  the  door  to  the  Western  world 
was  again  opened  during  the  early  1970s, 
and  the  “cultural  revolution"  was  subse¬ 
quently  discredited  during  the  mid-1970s, 
China’s  new  leaders  also  began  adopting 
a  more  tolerant  attitude  toward  religion. 
Dr.  Zhao  Fusan,  head  of  the  government- 
supported  Institute  of  World  Religions  in 
Beijing,  and  a  minister  in  the  Christian 
church  there,  recalls  that  the  late 
Chinese  Premier  Chou  En-lai  said  during 
a  discussion  of  religion  shortly  before  his 
death:  “Let  history  tell.” 

Dr.  Zhao  also  says  that  some  recent 
studies  by  Marxist  scholars  in  China  are 
conceding  that  religion  can  never  be 
wiped  out  and  will  “last  as  long  as  there 
is  history.”  The  new  attitude  does  not 
express  approval  so  much  as  tolerance  of 
religion.  It  is  designed  to  promote  the 
voluntary  cooperation  of  religious  people 
in  the  government’s  all-out  effort  to 
make  up  for  lost  time  in  modernizing  and 
developing  Chinese  society.  This  change 
in  governmental  attitude  did  not  occur 
all  at  once,  but  was  evolved  over  the  past 
five  years. 

Three-Self  Movement  emerges 

The  creation  of  the  “National  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Chinese  Christian  Three-Self 
Patriotic  Movement,”  headed  by  Bishop 
Ting,  was  the  first  tangible  step  toward 
the  church’s  re-emergence.  The  “three- 
self  principle”  was  actually  developed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  20th  century,  but  its 
significance  was  limited  until  it  came  to 
be  seen  as  the  basis  for  common  under¬ 
standing  between  Chinese  government 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


and  religious  leaders. 

The  “Three-Self  Movement"  takes  a 
positive  attitude  toward  the  “New  China” 
and  the  indisputable  improvements  it  has 
brought  to  Chinese  life.  Although  not 
totally  uncritical  of  the  government, 
"Three-Self  Movement”  leaders  are 
clearly  loyal  to  it.  As  a  result,  the  Chinese 
government  formally  restored  a  policy  of 
religious  freedom  in  1978. 

Even  though  “we  harbor  no  illusions 
about  the  Communist  Party  on  matters 
of  religious  faith,"  the  party  has 
affirmed  a  policy  of  "emphasizing  the 
common  ground  while  preserving  differ¬ 
ences,”  according  to  Bishop  Ting.  The 
“common  ground”  is  “patriotism,”  he 
said,  and  the  “preserving  differences” 
includes  religious  tolerance. 

Under  the  “Three-Self  Movement,” 
Bishop  Ting  was  allowed  to  establish  a 
Center  for  Religious  Studies  in  relation¬ 
ship  with  Nanjing  University.  As 
recently  as  18  months  ago,  however,  he 
was  denying  any  thought  of  local 
churches  being  able  again  to  open  for 
public  worship  in  China. 

Pace  of  rapproachment  escalates 

During  the  past  two  years,  however, 
the  rapproachment  between  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  church  has  developed  at  a 
pace,  and  to  a  degree,  which  was  prev¬ 
iously  unthinkable.  The  government  has 
created  a  Religious  Affairs  Bureau  —  not 
to  supervise  the  church,  but  to  assist  the 
church  in  implementing  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  policy  of  religious  freedom. 
Under  the  bureau,  the  church  is  now 
being  paid  rent  for  church  buildings 
which  were  confiscated  during  the  “cul¬ 
tural  revolution.”  The  bureau  also 
handles  negotiations  with  all  affected 
parties  when  the  church  needs  to  reclaim 
and  re-open  additional  church  buildings. 
More  than  100  have  so  far  been  re¬ 
opened,  with  many  more  currently  “in 
the  process.”  The  bureau  has  likewise 
arranged  for  the  purchase  of  paper  to 
print  more  than  130,000  copies  of  the 
Chinese  Bible. 

As  the  process  of  re-opening  churches 


escalated,  the  Chinese  Christian  Council 
—  also  headed  by  Bishop  Ting  —  was 
created  to  coordinate  and  oversee  the 
effort.  Although  no  one  said  so  directly, 
the  Chinese  Christian  Council  appears  in 
reality  to  be  an  extension  of  the  “Three- 
Self  Movement”  which  stops  short  of 
being  —  officially  —  a  national  church. 
Dr.  Wu  described  the  two  groups,  whose 
leadership  is  intertwined  at  every  level, 
as  being  related  “like  brothers  and 
sisters.  Both  groups  are  working  toward 
the  same  goals.” 

The  re-opening  of  Nanjing  Theological 
Seminary  in  March,  which  is  also  headed 
by  Bishop  Ting,  represents  still  another 
step  in  the  rapidly-evolving  re-emer¬ 
gence  of  the  church  in  China. 

An  overwhelming  task 

The  task  facing  the  Chinese  Church 
today  is  overwhelming  in  scope,  Bishop 
Ting  admits.  Their  opportunities  for  dev¬ 
elopment  at  present  greatly  exceed  their 
resources  and  their  leadership.  But 
Bishop  Ting  and  other  Chinese  Christian 
leaders  are  determined  not  to  jeopardize 
their  freedom  from  denominationalism 
and  government  suppression  by  the  re- 
introduction  of  non-Chinese  leaders  and 
resources. 

“We  Chinese  Christians  have  chosen 
the  road  of  post-denominational  unity,” 
Bishop  Ting  said.  He  added  that  only  a 
church  free  from  foreign  interference  via 
the  “three-self  principle"  can  "guar¬ 
antee  that  the  door  of  the  gospel  will 
remain  open  in  China." 

It  would  “simply  be  self-destructive” 
and  possibly  “shut  the  door  on  the 
gospel"  to  proceed  otherwise,  Bishop 
Ting  said.  Hence,  those  Christians  out¬ 
side  China  who  are  intent  on  bypassing, 
rather  than  working  in  partnership  with, 
Chinese  Christian  leaders,  are  serving  to 
threaten  rather  than  enhance  the  future 
of  Christianity  in  China,  he  said. 

Bishop  Ting  indicated  a  commitment 
not  only  to  Chinese  self-determination, 
but  also  to  effectiveness  in  the  church’s 
development.  He  indicated  the  need  for 
simultaneous  efforts  on  a  dozen  different 
fronts  to  deal  with  all  the  “calls  of 
Macedonia”  he  is  receiving. 

Bishop  Ting  expressed  regret  that  the 
relative  need  for  and  availability  of 
trained  Christian  leaders  in  China  today 
is,  of  necessity,  resulting  in  “a  pre¬ 
occupation  with  our  own  situation.”  He 
indicated,  nevertheless,  that  the  church 
in  China  considers  itself  a  part  of  the 
church  universal,  and  its  leaders  wish  to 
develop  relationships  with  “church 
groups  and  individuals  overseas  who 
have  a  friendly  attitude  toward  the  New 
China  and  who  respect  the  Three-Self 
principle  of  Chinese  Christians.” 


Chinese  Christians  receive  the  Word 


GUANGZHOU,  China  —  Four  local  church  officials  pose  here  with  newly  received 
packages  of  Chinese  Bibles.  The  Rev.  Harold  K.  Y.  Hwong,  right,  pastor  of  the  Zion 
Christian  Church,  indicated  that  the  Bibles  would  be  distributed  to  members  of 
Guangzhou's  three  Christian  congregations  on  Easter  Sunday.  The  Bibles  were 
printed  by  the  Chinese  Christian  Council  in  cooperation  with  the  Chinese  govern¬ 
ment’s  Religious  Affairs  Bureau  as  one  of  several  efforts  by  the  government  to  make 
good  its  guarantee  of  religious  freedom.  Copies  of  the  Bible  were  subsequently 
observed  in  use  in  Shanghai,  Nanjing,  and  Beijing. 

Further  openness  foreseen 

Bishop  Ting  even  expressed  the  hope 


be  faithful  to  the  gospel  under  the  most 
adverse  of  circumstances.” 


that  it  might  be  possible  before  the  end  of 
1981  for  the  Chinese  Christian  Council  to 
begin  receiving  limited  assistance  from 
“friendly”  church  groups  outside  China. 
He  said  he  is  sufficiently  confident  of  the 
“three-self  principle”  having  been  estab¬ 
lished  to  accept  such  assistance,  but  that 
some  Chinese  Christian  leaders  are  still 
reluctant  to  accept  outside  help  of  any 
kind.  He  said  it  is  better  for  consensus 
agreement  to  be  reached  about  such 
matters  before  proceeding.  And  he 
promised  to  let  us  know  when,  and  in 
what  ways,  Christians  in  the  U.S.  might 
be  able  to  provide  tangible  assistance  for 
the  Chinese  Church. 

In  the  meantime,  Bishop  Ting  asked 
that  Christians  outside  China  continue  to 
remember  the  church  there  in  prayer. 
And  he  agreed  immediately  to  proceed 
with  a  plan  to  receive  books  for  the 
Nanjing  Theological  School  library  —  90 
per  cent  of  which  were  destroyed  during 
the  “cultural  revolution”  —  from  the 
duplicate  copies  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  School  libraries  in  the  U.S. 

Dr.  Jameson  Jones,  Dean  of  Duke 
Divinity  School,  spoke  for  all  in  our  group 
by  assuring  Bishop  Ting  of  continued  . 
prayer  support,  and  also  that  “there  is 
much  for  us  to  receive  from,  as  well  as 
give  to,  the  Chinese  Church.  For 
example,”  he  said,  “you  have  demon¬ 
strated  how  the  church  can  work 
ecumenically  and  not  merely  talked 
about  it.  And  you  have  shown  us  how  to 


‘Off-the-cuff’  remarks  will  not  ease  violence 


To  the  Editor: 

The  April  10  issue  of  TM/UMR  was 
timely,  helpful,  and  well  written. 

I  would  like  to  react  to  Sharon  Mielke’s 
article  headlined  “Laments  inadequate 
response  to  violence,  religious  leaders 
say,”  especially  with  regard  to  Bishop 
Hodapp’s  statement  on  Hinckley  vs.  El 
Salvador. 

I  join  with  the  millions  who  are  deeply 
concerned  over  the  events  of  March  30; 
however,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
comparison  between  the  hostilities  and 


mass  killings  going  on  in  El  Salvador  and 
the  attempted  assassination  of  President 
Reagan. 

My  point  in  writing  is  simple  —  fre¬ 
quently  we  let  our  emotions  cause  us  to 
generalize  far  too  much,  especially  con¬ 
cerning  issues  which  have  to  do  with 
social  action. 

The  average  person,  United  Methodist 
or  any  other  American  citizen,  would  be 
affected  much  more  profoundly  by  the 
attempted  assassination  than  they  would 
be  by  the  events  in  El  Salvador  mainly 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Chinese  church  offers  new 
hope  for  Christian  unity 


Mr.  Dunnam 


Our  recent  visits  with  church  leaders 
in  China  offered  members  of  our  group 
new  hope  for  the  cause  of  Christian  unity. 

For  most  of  us,  Christian  unity  is  an 
idea  which  we  have  thought  about  and 
talked  about  all  our  lives,  but  never  seen 
practiced.  We  have  seen  most  of  the 
organized  efforts  toward  Christian  unity 
in  western  society  —  such  as  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  th£  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  —  fall  on  hard  times  during  recent 
years.  And  many  of  us  have  become 
convinced  that  denominational  divisions 
are  an  unfortunate,  but  unavoidable, 
reality. 

In  China,  many  of  us  experienced 
Christian  unity  as  a  practical  reality  for 
the  first  time,  and  it  was  wonderful. 
Except  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
there  are  no  separate  denominational 
divisions  among  Chinese  Christians 
today. 

The  breaking  down  of  denominational 
barriers  among  Chinese  Christians  was 
brought  about  more  by  necessity  than 
choice.  As  a  small  and  fragmented 
minority  in  the  total  Chinese  population 
“we  simply  could  not  afford  the  luxury  of 
denominational  divisions,”  according  to 
Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  acknowledged  head  of 
today’s  re-emerging  Christian  Church  in 
China  (see  TM/UMR,  April  24  and 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

“Unlike  churches  in  the  U.S.,  Canada 
and  South  India,  which  talked  about 
union  for  decades  and  worked  out  all  the 
details  before  uniting,  we  came  together 
first  and  now  we  are  trying  to  work  out 
the  details  as  needed,"  Bishop  Ting 
added. 

Despite  Chinese  Protestantism’s  semi- 
forced  “one-church"  arrangement  in 
China,  we  found  that  a  substantial  degree 
of  tolerance  is  shown  for  individual  and 
congregational  differences.  For 
example,  when  the  churches  in 
Guangzhou  began  reopening,  the  former 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church  scheduled 
its  weekly  services,  by  congregational 
preference,  on  Saturday,  thus  providing 


local  Christians  with  an  option  of  either 
Saturday  or  Sunday  worship. 

The  sense  of  unity  among  Chinese 
Christians  also  appears  to  have  become 
deeply  rooted.  Upon  learning  there  were 
two  churches  reopened  in  Beijing  —  one 
on  the  east  side  of  town  and  the  other  on 
the  west  side  —  I  pressed  Dr.  Zhao 
Fusan,  with  whom  we  were  talking,  for 
specific  names  of  the  two  churches.  He 
told  me  that  actually  there  is  only  one 
church  —  the  Beijing  Christian  Church  — 
with  two  separate  meeting  places. 
“And,”  he  said,  “no  matter  how  many 
additional  meeting  places  are  opened, 
there  will  be  only  one  Christian  Church  in 
Beijing.”  That  is  a  marvelous  way  of 
thinking  which  we  would  do  well  to 
appropriate  in  the  U.S.,  even  if  only 
among  different  congregations  of  the 
same  denomination ! 

It  is,  of  course,  too  early  to  render  an 
unqualified  verdict  on  the  success  of 
Chinese  Christians  in  functioning  as  a 
single,  united  church.  They  still  have 
many  practical  decisions  to  make  in  the 
course  of  their  church’s  development 
which  will  provide  manifold 
opportunities  for  new  splintering  to 
occur.  If  their  present  attitudes  continue 
to  prevail,  however,  I  like  their  chances 
for  success. 

I  wish  it  were  possible  for  American 
Christianity  to  “import”  some  of  those 
attitudes.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for 
us  simply  to  “import”  the  Chinese 
Church’s  approach  because  that 
approach  is  an  outgrowth  of  their 
historical  situation.  And  I  imagine  that 
most  of  us  would  consider  what  the 
people  of  China  have  been  through  — 
first  the  Communist  revolution  of  1949 
and  the  "cultural  revolution”  beginning 
in  1966  —  an  unduly  high  price  to  pay  for 
the  elimination  of  denominational 
divisions.  I  do  believe  we  have  much  to 
learn  from  the  Chinese  Church,  however, 
regarding  how  to  make  Christian  unity  a 
practical  reality. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


because  of  the  treatment  given  the 
former  situation  by  the  media. 

Difficulties  with  violence  have  been 
with  us  for  hundreds  of  years,  and  I  do 
not  see  that  they  are  going  to  ease  up  be¬ 
cause  we  make  some  off-the-cuff 
remark.  In  my  view  it’s  going  to  take 
_;nuch  deliberation,  cooperation,  commit¬ 
ment  and  prayer  for  us  to  be  able  to  have 
any  success  with  regard  to  controlling 
violence. 

Robert  W.  Morgan 
Enfield,  North  Carolina 

Inconsistent  leaders 
will  not  be  listened  to 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  “calls  for 
urgent  attention  to  violence  in  the  nation 
...  by  United  Methodists  and  other  reli¬ 
gious  leaders”  (TM/UMR,  April  10),  and 
the  paraphrase  of  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  article. 

It  is  puzzling  to  me  that  United  Method¬ 
ist  leaders  are  highly  (and  correctly) 
offended  by  the  death  of  some  13,000 
persons  in  El  Salvador  during  the  last 
year,  but  the  slaughter  of  one  million 
fetal  lives  per  annum  in  America’s 
abortion  clinics  doesn’t  appear  to  me  to 
upset  them  much. 

So  long  as  our  hierarchical  leaders  are 
inconsistent  in  decrying  violence  in  some 
settings  but  approving  it  in  others,  they 
will  not  be  listened  to  —  they  do  not 
deserve  to  be. 

James  W.  Ross 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Discipline  should  be 
applied  to  all  equally 

To  the  Editor: 

After  I  read  with  dismay  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  accorded  Alex  Ufema  and  John 
Finkbeiner  by  their  conference  and 
bishop,  several  questions  came  to  mind 
(TM/UMR,  April  13). 

First,  we  all  know  that  it  is  a  very 
sensitive  nerve  that  runs  to  the  pocket- 
book  and,  for  that  reason,  the  “economic 
squeeze”  is  an  effective  weapon.  Why  is 
it  right  for  some  to  promote  the  use  of 
this  weapon  in  the  interest  of  their 
concern  for  civil  rights  in  South  Africa, 
and  yet  wrong  for  others  to  promote  its 
use  in  the  interest  of  their  concern 
regarding  questionable  disbursements  of 
their  World  Service  Apportionments? 

Second,  why  are  some  conservatives 
judged  disobedient  to  “the  Order  and 
Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church”  when  they  defy  what  they 
consider  pro-Marxist  policies  in  a  church 
agency,  while  some  liberals  remain 
unchallenged  when,  in  my  opinion,  they 
deny  clearly  stated  doctrines  in  “the 
Order  and  Discipline  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church?” 

To  my  thinking  there  can  be  no  ques¬ 
tion  but  that  the  timeless  tenets  of  the 
Articles  of  Religion  (which  the  General 


Conference  “shall  not  revoke,  alter  or 
change”)  are  more  binding  on  pastors 
than  are  the  temporal  facets  of  denom¬ 
inational  administration  (which  can  be 
changed  every  four  years). 

If  the  two  clash,  which  course  should  a 
concerned  pastor  take?  If  he  stands  on 
principle  and  gives  priority  to  his  vows  of 
accepting,  maintaining  and  teaching  the 
unchangeable  aspects  of  his  ordination 
pledge,  shouldn’t  you  assume  his  bishop 
would  support  him? 

C.  Gordon  Clews 
Friendly,  Maryland 

Smoking  pastor  should 
consider  example  he  sets 

To  the  Editor : 

It  may  well  be  that  I  will  be  accused  of 
passing  judgment,  but  I  do  have  some 
strong  feelings  concerning  the  state¬ 
ments  of  David  Edgar  of  McAllen,  Texas 
(TM/UMR,  April  10). 

He  resented  so  much  the  fact  that  a 
parishioner  criticized  him  for  smoking 
before  the  children  of  his  church  that  he 
began  smoking  more  heavily!  He  was 
piqued  because  the  parishioners  cared 
more  about  the  bad  example  he  was 
setting  than  about  the  preacher’s  own 
health. 

Evidently,  the  preacher  is  an  adult  who 
should  have  some  concern  about  his  own 
health,  but  also  a  great  deal  about  that  of 
children  who  would  expect  him  to  be  an 
example. 

It  might  not  have  meant  much  for 
Jesus  to  have  said  “Greater  love  hath  no 
man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his 
life  for  his  friends,”  had  not  our  Savior 
followed  up  with  a  very  real  example. 

Dorothy  Holifield 
Bloomfield,  Missouri 


Summer  At 
Claremont! 

May  27-Aug.  21, 1981 
l,2,4orl0weeks 

Courses  and 
Workshops : 

Religious  Experience 
Biblical  Interpretation 
Hispanic  and  Asian  Studies 
Family  Life-Theology 
Ethics-Worship 
Christian  Education 
and  other  areas 

For  full  information  write 
School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont 

Dean  of  Summer  Session 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


Christianity  taking  root 

Dr.  Zhao  of  Beijing  offered  the  per¬ 
spective  that  Christianity  did  not  really 
“take  root”  in  China  until  the  experience 
of  the  “cultural  revolution”  and  the 
subsequent  development  of  “a  sense  of 
authentic  Chinese  Christianity”  which 
commanded  the  respect  not  only  of 
Christians,  but  also  of  non-Christians. 

Bishop  Ting  also  speaks  of  the  church 
taking  root  in  Chinese  soil,  blossoming 
and  bearing  fruit  —  “not  using  the 
approach  of  Billy  Graham”  but  by 
spreading  the  gospel  ‘  ‘ in  our  own  way . ” 

Unless  the  current  blossoming  of  the 
Christian  church  in  China  is  interrupted 
by  some  new  shift  in  government  policy 
—  a  possibility  which  no  one  wishes  to 
think  about  but  which  all  China-watchers 
know  could  occur  —  it  does  not  take  a 
very  fertile  imagination  to  envision  rapid 
continued  growth  and  the  basic  future 
shape  and  leadership  of  the  Chinese 
church. 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Ellicott  Gty,  Maryland 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  350  member- 
families  of  the  Glen  Mar  UMC  in  Ellicott 
City,  Maryland  (Baltimore Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Ellicott  City,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 
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Shipped  prepaid  whan  chock  comet  with  order 
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Choir  Robes 
Summer  Offer 

June  1  to  August  15  is  Summer 
Sale  Time  on  Collegiate  Choir 
Robes  and  accessories.  Your 
choir  will  look  its  best  at  the 
best  price  of  the  year! 

Ask  your  Cokesbury  Bookstore 
or  write  for  a  catalog.  Sample 
robes  available  at  no  cost,  no 
obligation,  and  with 
transportation  paid  both  ways. 
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Suit  threat 
spins  off 
new  program 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Faced  with  a 
possible  lawsuit  from  the  National 
Secretariat  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Cursillo  Movement,  United  Methodism’s 
“Upper  Room”  has  decided  to  dissociate 
itself  and  offer  a  similar  spiritual 
renewal  program  called  "Emmaus." 

The  Upper  Room,  best  known  for  its 
daily  devotional  booklet,  offers  a  variety 
of  publications  and  ministries  related  to 
prayer  and  devotional  life.  While 
international  and  ecumenical,  it  is 
administratively  related  to  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“Negotiations  with  the  officers  of  the 
Cursillo  movement  broke  down  over 
their  requirement  that  closed  Com¬ 
munion  services  be  a  part  of  each  pro¬ 
gram,”  Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons, 
president  of  the  Discipleship  board 
reported  to  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  last  week.  “That  is  untenable 
and  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (which  has  a  long¬ 
standing  policy  of  open  Communion),” 
Bishop  Ammons  said. 

“Cursillo  de  Cristianidad,”  meaning 
“short  course  in  Christianity,”  was 
developed  by  Roman  Catholics  in  Spain 
in  the  late  1940s.  It  was  brought  to  the 
U.S.  in  the  '50s  and  spread  through  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  other 
denominations  including  Episcopal, 
Lutheran  and  Presbyterian. 

In  1977  The  Upper  Room  developed  an 
ecumenical  Cursillo  program  after 
receiving  permission  from  Gerald  P. 
Hughes,  executive  director  of  the 
Cursillo  Movement. 

During  recent  months,  Mr.  Hughes  has 
expressed  increasing  concern  over  the 
ecumenical  nature  of  The  Upper  Room 
Cursillo,  reported  the  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Wood,  director  of  the  Upper  Room 
program.  An  attempt  to  work  out 
guidelines  whereby  The  Upper  Room 
could  use  the  program  failed  when  Mr. 
Hughes  insisted  that  Upper  Room 
Cursillos  be  exclusively  for  United 
Methodists. 

Mr.  Wood  expressed  regret  over  the 
name  change:  “It  will  be  painful  and 
very  costly  to  change  the  name.  With 
four  years  of  development  which  now 
virtually  spans  the  U.S.,  and  because  we 
have  developed  relations  with  Catholics, 
Episcopalians,  Lutherans  and  many 
Other  denominations,  we  do  this  with 
great  reservation.” 

Mr.  Wood  said  “Emmaus  will  be  open 
to  participation  by  any  Christian  who  is 
interested  in  having  his  or  her  Christian 
discipleship  informed,  inspired  and 
enabled.” 

Bishop  Ammons  said  The  Upper  Room 
is  informing  Cursillo  centers  it  has 
developed  in  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
Florida,  Georgia,  New  York,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Washington 
of  the  changes  that  will  have  to  be  made 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  Catholic 
demands. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


WASHINGTON  —  Several  Protestant  ministers  from 
various  parts  of  the  country  carried  across  in  front  of  the  White 
House  on  Good  Friday  opposing  United  States'  military  aid  to 
El  Salvador.  Later,  50  Christian  educators  and  editors  issued  a 
statement  declaring  that  U.S.  weapons  were  being  used  by  the 
Salvadoran  military  “to  persecute  the  poor  and  martyr 


Christians.”  “The  choice  before  us  is  clear,”  the  evangelical 
leaders  said,  “to  side  with  the  church  in  El  Salvador,  which 
has  opted  for  the  poor,  or  to  side  with  our  government’s  policy, 
which  is  serving  to  escalate  the  violence  against  them.” 
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El  Salvador  relief  challenged 

Aid  allegations  discounted 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  new  developments  related  to  U.S. 
Christians’  efforts  on  El  Salvador  and 
human  rights  issues  last  week,  a  report 
severely  challenged  humanitarian  aid  to 
El  Salvador  refugees. 

The  Salvadoran  government  allegedly 
captured  documents  late  last  year  that 
suggest  money  given  by  church  groups  is 
being  funneled  to  support  guerrilla 
military  activities. 

The  documents,  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  U.S.  State  Department,  came  to 
public  attention  last  week  when  the 
United  Press  International  wire  service 
filed  a  story  that  ran  in  newspapers 
throughout  the  nation.  The  documents 
are  among  those  used  by  the  U.S. 
government  to  write  the  so-called  white 
paper  which  has  been  the  basis  for  U.S. 
military  support  of  the  Salvadoran 
government. 

The  allegations  that  churches 
unwittingly  are  being  manipulated  by  the 
leftist  guerrillas  were  heavily  discounted 
by  the  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  executive  of 
Church  World  Service  which  is  the 
conduit,  for  most  U.S.  Protestant 
humanitarian  aid  to  El  Salvador. 

Two  factors  make  it  virtually 
impossible  for  relief  aid  to  be  converted 
to  such  uses  as  the  purchase  of  weapons, 
he  said: 

•  “Most  aid  is  not  money.  It  is  food  and 
medicine. 

•  “We  don’t  give  any  money  to 
guerrilla  groups  to  administer. 


Aid  is  given  indiscriminantly  to  people 
in  need.  “Some  of  it  may  go  to  people 
who  live  in  areas  controlled  by  guerrillas, 
we  might  negotiate  with  them  to  get  in 
the  aid.  All  our  aid  is  administered 
through  local  churches  or  committees  of 
Christians.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the 
Christians  are  guerrillas.” 

The  captured  documents  refer  to  a 
detailed  plan  by  the  guerrillas  to  set  up 
an  ecumenical  relief  group  called 
CESAH  to  funnel  international  church 
aid  to  their  own  use. 

“No  one  at  Church  World  Service  has 
heard  of  an  organization  called  CESAH,” 
Di^.  McCleary  said  after  researching 
questions  posed  by  TM/UMR. 

Told  of  Dr.  McCleary’s  response,  the 
reporter  who  wrote  the  UPI  story  said  it 
appeared  to  him  that  CESAH  might  be 
the  same  organization  that  Church  World 
Service  knew  as  CEAH. 

Until  this  year,  Church  World  Service 
has  been  sending  relief  money  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  which 
combined  it  with  gifts  from  other  nations 
to  provide  aid  through  the  CEAH 
organization.  CEAH  was  a  group  of 
Protestant  churches  and  Catholic  indi¬ 
vidual  and  organizations  outside  the  offi¬ 
cial  Catholic  structure,  Dr.  McCleary  said. 

As  of  January  this  year,  he  pointed  out, 
CEAH  merged  with  the  much  larger 
official  Catholic  relief  group  called  CES. 
The  new  relief  organization  is  known  now 
as  ASESAH.  Nearly  all  worldwide  relief 
efforts  are  being  administered  by 
ASESAH,  Dr.  McCleary  said. 

In  other  events,  the  Council  of  Bishops 


Death  threats  target  clergy,  politicians 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  —  Three  United  Methodist  ministers 
here  were  contacted  personally  by  a  "cult-like”  group 
which  earlier  had  declared  clergy  would  “die  by  the 
tens  of  thousands.”  The  three  have  come  away  from  the 
experiences  with  suggestions  for  others  who  might  be 
confronted  by  such  a  group. 

The  group,  calling  itself  “Regenbogen  Verlag” 
/Rainbow  Publishing),  included  President  Ronald 
Reagan  and  Senator  Mark  Hatfield  (R-Ore.)  in  death 
threats  included  in  its  “Declaration  of  War  Against 
ieligion,”  mailed  to  128  Protestant  and  Catholic  pastors 

the  Silver  Springs-Wheaton,  Md.,  areas. 

The  Rev.  Olin  Dooley,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  said 
the  group  asked  him  to  read  the  “declaration”  during 
he  March  15  worship  service  when  he  asked  for 
announcements.  After  looking  at  the  statement,  he 
refused  to  read  it,  but  allowed  a  woman  with  the  group 
o  read  it. 

Mr.  Dooley  said  that  “in  a  spirit  of  Christian 


openness”  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  administrative 
board,  he,  several  members  of  St.  Luke’s  and  several 
reporters  met  April  5  with  the  group,  led  by  Fernando 
Dasbach. 

“They  had  a  lot  to  say,  but  not  all  of  it  was  totally 
coherent,”  Mr.  Dooley  said. 

“I  can’t  even  begin  to  profess  that  I  know  what  this 
group  is  about  or  what  they  intend  to  accomplish.  They 
have  implied  that  God  has  come  in  the  person  of  the 
Guru  Maharaji  Ji  (leader  of  a  group  called  the  Divine 
Light  Mission).  They  believe  he  is  god  incarnate,  and 
that  he  has  come  to  unite  all  religions  into  one  body  and 
to  do  away  with  everything  bad.  They  say  he  is  mad 
with  all  priests  and  politicians.” 

When  the  group  approached  two  other  UM  churches  in 
the  area  they  were  denied  the  opportunity  to  speak 
during  worship  services.  The  Rev.  Warren  Ebinger  of 
Woodside  UMC  said  he  denied  their  request  to  address 
the  congregation  April  12  because  he  didn’t  “want  them 
to  take  over  the  service.”  He  said  they  would  have  been 
welcome  to  worship. 


The  Rev.  Bailey  Phelps  said  after  he  refused  to  let  the 
group  speak  March  22  at  Wheaton  Glenmont  and 
Woodside  UMC,  they  attempted  to  place  flyers  on  the 
windshields  of  cars  in  the  church  parking  lot.  When  the 
group  became  “boisterous”  outside  the  sanctuary,  the 
Montgomery  County  Police  were  called.  The  group  left 
quietly  when  the  police  arrived. 

Montgomery  County  Police  Detective  Jack 
Kominiski,  said  it  is  believed  only  a  few  dozen  persons 
are  members  of  this  splinter  group  of  the  Divine  Light 
Mission,  a  cult  which  worships  Guru  Maharaji  Ji. 

The  three  ministers  suggested  that  any  pastor  or 
congregation  approached  by  this,  or  any  similar  group, 
should  remain  open  and  welcome  them  to  worship. 
However,  do  not  allow  them  to  take  over  a  worship 
service,  they  advised.  They  suggested  meetings  apart 
from  the  worship  service  would  be  helpful.  They  all 
warned  against  taking  any  action  that  might  provoke 
physical  confrontation. 


Looking 
to  You 


The  ravages  of  war  and  drought  have  created  in  Somalia  the 
largest  concentration  of  refugees  in  the  world.  A  half-million 
are  children,  living  in  camps  or  as  nomads. 

These  children,  being  joined  by  thousands  more  each  month, 
look  to  outside  assistance  for  their  daily  survival.  Somalia, 
with  limited  resources,  depends  upon  outside  help  for  food, 
health  care,  water  and  agricultural  development  —  and  other 
programs  to  improve  the  basic  conditions  of  life  for  these 
people.  UMCOR  is  one  agency  pledged  to  help.  Your  gift  is 
needed  today  for  the  refugee  people  of  Somalia. 


1000 


Respond  today  in  love  with  your  check; 


ADVANCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  Y  10027 


STREET  ADDRESS. 


.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 


coved  u  Advance  Spec.* 


Gavel  changes  hands 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  —  The  gavel  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  was  passed  here  last 
week  from  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  the  New 
York  Area  to  president-designate  Ellis 
H.  Finger  of  the  Holston  Area. 


Humility  more  fitting 
style  for  Christians  in 
politics,  editor  believes 


of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
reaffirmed  the  1980  General  Conference 
statement  deploring  “all  political  and 
economic  ideologies  that  lead  to 
repression  and  totalitarianism.”  The 
council  went  on  to  urge  a  halt  in  U.S. 
military  aid  to  El  Salvador’s  military 
junta  and  stated  that  human  rights 
violations  “are  reprehensible,  whether  the 
offending  government  is  capitalist  or  com¬ 
munist,  whether  ordered  by  a  politburo, 
a  military  junta  ora  band  of  terrorists.” 

At  the  same  time,  a  group  that  recently 
formed  to  combat  the  “Marxist  — 
leaning  positions”  of  mainline 
denominations  was  preparing  to  send  El 
Salvador  information  packets  to 
thousands  of  churches. 

The  Institute  of  Religion  and  Demo¬ 
cracy  announced  it  was  trying  to  counter 
both  the  information  packets  sent  last 
month  by  the  National  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  and  stands  being  taken  by  officials 
and  agencies  of  many  denominations. 

But  the  institute’s  “Statement  for 
Freedom”  does  not  take  a  stand  on  U.S. 
military  aid,  while  most  denominational 
resolutions  have  opposed  military  aid 
and  decried  human  rights  violations. 

The  institute’s  main  concern  seems  to 
be  about  what  denominations  are  not 
saying:  They  are  not  condemning 
alleged  military  aid  from  communist 
countries;  they  are  not  supporting  the 
Salvadoran  government’s  land  reform 
program;  they  are  not  examining  the 
revolutionary  left  to  find  whether  it 
would  offer  democratic  opportunities  if  it 
controlled  the  nation. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  —  Christians 
shouldn’t  stop  working  in  politics  but 
they  should  stop  claiming  to  know  which 
political  solutions  are  “God’s  will,”  the 
editor  of  the  Christian  Century  told  the 
United  Methodist  bishops  here  last  week. 

“Baptizing  a  particular  political 
philosophy  as  religiously  superior  to  any 
other  option”  is  a  common  failing  among 
Christians  today  said  the  Rev.  James 
Wall.  “We  dare  not  say  that  because  we 
are  religious  we  have  the  better 
answer,”  he  said. 

In  a  discussion  of  how  to  relate  religion 
to  the  political  process  in  our  "post- 
Vietnam,  post-Watergate,  post-civil 
rights  movement”  era,  the  editor  said  he 
sees  a  lot  of  “floundering”  among 
mainline  Protestant  denominations. 

“We  flounder  at  this  moment  because 
we  were  effective  —  or  at  least  active  — 
in  those  struggles  of  the  ’60s  and  ’70s,” 
Dr.  Wall  said.  “We  were  led  into 
society’s  battles  ...  but  they  cut  us  off 
from  our  identity  as  Christians.” 

Dr.  Wall  led  the  discussion  during  the 
Spring  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
here,  the  first  of  a  series  dealing  with 
contemporary  issues.  Two  issues 
approved  for  the  fall  meeting  of  the 
bishops  are  “the  church  and 
communications”  and  “human  rights.” 

Four  ‘houses’  on  scene 
Dr.  Wall  led  the  bishops  on  an 
imaginary  tour  of  four  “houses  around 
the  village  green”  which  represent 
different  ways  Christians  are  attempting 
to  relate  religion  and  politics  today  —  one 
of  which  he  believes  offers  promise  for 
the  future. 

The  house  of  the  “liberal  moralists”  is 
where  much  of  the  mainline  denom¬ 
ination’s  leadership  and  “all  of  the  social 
action  agencies  of  the  church”  live,  he 
said.  This  house  dominated  the 
American  domestic  politics  into  the  early 
’70s  and  has  spawned  many  residents  of 
the  other  houses  —  the  “liberationists,” 
the  “patriots”  and  the  “politicists.” 

The  “liberal”  house  took  an  active  role 
in  ending  the  Vietnam  war,  but  then  —  as 
often  happens  to  successful  movements 
—  it  began  to  oversimplify  issues, 
became  overconfident,  arrogant  and 
lethargic.  “Social  solutions  for  every 
problem  were  religiously  sanctioned  .  .  . 
all  political  issues  began  to  take  on  a 
sanctimonious  air  .  .  .  liberal  legislation 
and  issues  were  transformed  into  God’s 
will  whether  it  was  nuclear  power,  First 
Amendment  issues,  gay  rights,  Iran  or 
the  Nestles’  boycott. 

Further,  Dr.  Wall  said,  the  methods  of 
the  liberals  —  “pick  your  targets, 
announce  God’s  will,  and  play  upon  the 
emotions  of  your  followers”  have  now 
been  picked  up  lock,  stock  and  barrel  by 
the  New  Religious  Right. 

Religious  Right  duplicates 

“When  Jerry  Falwell  tells  us  that  he  is 
now  only  doing  what  the  liberal 
preachers  did  for  the  last  20  years,  he  is 
precisely  right,”  Dr.  Wall  said.  “What 
the  left  accomplished  in  its  leadership 
day,  the  right  now  intends  to  duplicate. " 

The  editor  of  the  ecumenical  journal 
based  in  Chicago  said  many  residents  of 
the  “liberal  moralists  house”  have 
evacuated  since  liberal  solutions  haven't 
worked.  They  have  moved  in  several 
directions  —  some  directly  opposed  to 
each  other. 

The  most  dynamic  group  today  is  the 
“liberationist’s  house,”  Dr.  Wall  said. 
This  group  wants  to  radically  change 
existing  political,  economic  and  social 


structures  because  they  only  exploit  and 
oppress  people. 

The  editor  said  this  group  which  sees 
revolution  as  the  necessary  solution  grew 
up  in  Latin  America,  but  has  trouble 
translating  its  methods  on  to  the 
American  scene.  Its  dependence  on 
Marxist  analysis  and  preference  for  a 
socialist  form  of  government  are  not 
very  popular  in  the  U.S.,  Dr.  Wall  said.  In 
American  politics  their  goal  is  somehow 
to  revolutionize  the  country  toward  a 
commitment  to  the  oppressed  and 
release  from  the  oppressors. 

But  residents  of  yet  another  house  — 
“the  patriots”  —  feel  government 
interferes  too  much  already  and 
identifies  too  much  with  the  have-nots  to 
the  detriment  of  the  haves. 

“This  house  is  for  anti -communism 
abroad  and  for  free  enterprise  at  home," 
the  editor  said.  Followers  are  colleagues 
of  the  Reagan  Administration. 

“While  this  group  decries  the  socialist 
bias  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  'politicalization'  of  Christianity, 
the  same  charges  can  be  levelled  against 
it,”  Dr.  Wall  said.  “There  is  a  very  clear 
political  philosophy  —  ‘democratic 
capitalism’  being  baptized  as  ‘religiously 
superior’.”  Residents  believe 
“democratic  capitalism"  offers  the  most 
ideal  environment  for  the  Christian  faith 
to  flourish. 

Among  the  newer  residents  are  the 
New  Religious  Right,  which  focuses  tight¬ 
ly  on  problems  that  trouble  people  —  such 
as  permissiveness,  pornography,  drugs, 
homosexuality,  family  life,  sex  and  vio¬ 
lence  on  TV . .  .  and  fear  of  communism. 

“I  wish  they  were  not  so  narrow  in 
theology  and  in  their  approach  to 
problems,”  Dr.  Wall  said,  but 
emphasized  that  he  respects  all  the 
houses  and  is  not  willing  to  discount  any 
group’s  ideas. 

None  of  the  above 
Dr  Wall  said  he  has  recently  moved 
into  the  fourth  “house”  which  he  calls  the 
“politicist”  or  “none  of  the  above.” 

Christians  in  this  house  are  committed 
to  the  political  process  as  a  means  of 
achieving  change  in  society  through  “the 
art  of  compromise”  .  .  .  this  group  wants 
to  see  things  happen  .  .  .  this  house  is  not 
cause-oriented  but  result  oriented.  “This 
is  not  a  house  for  prophets,”  he  said. 

“The  ‘politicist’  says,  ‘what  can  we 
work  out?’  ”  Dr.  Wall  said,  pointing  out 
that  this  is  also  a  fundamental  weakness. 
“The  danger  is  in  playing  the  role  of 
Pilate  .  .  .  nonparticipants  can  hide  and 
never  get  involved .  ’  ’ 

Dr  Wall  called  the  late  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  the  “consumate 
politicist .  .  .  what  he  wanted  to  do  was  to 
solve  problems  and  get  results.” 

Challenged  as  to  where  Jesus  would 
live,  Dr.  Wall  said,  “the  Son  of  Man  has 
no  place  to  lay  his  head  .  .  .  and  wouldn’t 
be  in  any  one  of  the  houses . '  ’ 

Several  bishops  said  Dr.  Wall  was 
proposing  “politics  of  the  privileged” 
because  the  oppressed  at  the  middle  or 
bottom  of  the  heap  have  nothing  to 
compromise. 

Dr.  Wall  said  this  is  true  in  some 
systems  but  he  believes  while  the 
American  system  is  "tilted  against  the 
oppressed,  it  still  works.  ” 

Suggestions  for  change 
Asked  how  the  United  Methodist 
Church  might  work  toward  a  more 
result-oriented  relationship  between 
religion  and  politics,  Dr.  Wall  suggested 
that  the  church  adopt  “few  to  none” 
resolutions,  do  more  evaluation  of 
problems,  have  more  open-ended 
examination  of  problems,  and  more  ser¬ 
ious  evaluation  of  the  context  of  faith. 
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e  in  the  news. . . 


—  Dan  Louis 


The  president  of  the  council  serves  a 
one-year  term  beginning  after  the  Spring 
meeting  of  the  45  active  and  57  retired 
bishops.  Elected  here  as  president- 
designate  was  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  of  the  Houston  Area.  He  will 
become  president  of  the  council  in  1982. 

In  other  business  the  bishops: 

•  Reaffirmed  support  for  ratification 
of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment,  saying 
that  “We  cannot  continue  to  call  for 
human  rights  around  the  world  and 
ignore  their  absence  in  areas  of  our  own 
society.  As  advocates  of  strong  family 
values,  we  see  no  conflict  between  these 
values  and  the  value  of  the  guarantee  of 
rights  for  women  in  society.  ’  ’ 

•  Called  upon  every  local  UM  church 
to  publish  in  its  bulletin  or  newsletter  the 
General  Conference  resolution  on  the 
“Resurgence  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.”  The 


bishops  pledged  “renewed  vigor”  in 
working  for  a  truly  inclusive  church  and 
nation. 

•  Joined  millions  of  Americans  in 
deploring  the  heinous  murders  of  black 
children  and  young  adults  in  Atlanta. 
“We  reach  out  towards  the  parents  and 
loved  ones  of  the  victims,  praying  for 
them  and  identifying  with  them  in  their 
tragic  loss  and  grief  We  also  link  our 
profound  concern  with  that  of  Atlanta’s 
religious  community  as  it  seeks  to 
comfort  the  broken-hearted,  steady  a 
frightened  and  angry  community, 
encourage  and  stabilize  those  who  seek 
justice  and  offer  an  essential  word  of 
hope  in  the  midst  of  this  grim  reality.” 

•  Endorsed  the  presentation  of  the 
Bishops’  Bible  Study  program  at  each 
annual  conference  session  this  spring. 


“How  you  prepare’’  is  real  test 

“Winning  is  what  the  game  is  all 
about,  but  what  is  more  important  is 
how  you  prepare  to  win,”  George 
"Butch"  Nash  said  in  response  to 
tributes  paid  him  after  concluding  34 
years  of  coaching  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota. 

“Prepare  yourself  100  percent  and 
then  no  matter  what  happens,  you  can 
walk  off  the  field  with  your  head  high,” 
Coach  Nash  believes.  "You  gave  it  all 
you  had  and  God  gave  you  just  so 
much  talent.” 

Commenting  on  his  life  of  coaching, 
he  said,  “I  gave  it  everything  I  had.  ” 

An  active  member  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  since  his  boyhood,  the  Rev. 
Ronald  Hume,  pastor,  said  it  was  a 
joy  to  see  recognition  paid  to  an 
assistant  coach.  Among  those 
coached  by  Butch  Nash  are  Bud 
Grant,  now  coach  of  the  Minnesota 
Vikings. 


Butch”  Nash 


New  World  Service  rule  raises  questions 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  -  Half  a  dozen 
questions  raised  with  the  United 
Methodist  bishops  about  how  they  will 
administer  the  new  mandatory  payment 
of  World  Service  Fund  rule  was  referred 
for  study  and  a  report  at  their  Fall 
meeting. 

The  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  Roy  C.  Nichols,  said  the 
questions  arrived  too  late  in  the  session 
here  last  week  for  the  council  to  give 
adequate  attention  to  the  questions 
raised  —  via  a  mailgram  —  by  “Good 
News,”  the  church’s  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus. 

The  World  Service  Fund  appor¬ 


tionment  is  the  main  artery  of  denom¬ 
inational  support  from  its  local  churches 
for  national  level  programming.  Prior  to 
the  1980  General  Conference,  the 
apportionment  was  an  “asking”  of  each 
local  church.  It  is  now  a  required 
payment. 

The  “Good  News”  executive  director, 
the  Rev.  James  Heidinger,  told 
TM/UMR  the  caucus  does  not  encourage 
the  boycotting  of  World  Service 
apportionments,  but  that  allegations  of 
punitive  action  being  taken  against  UM 
ministers  whose  churches  refuse  to  pay 
was  the  reason  for  the  mailgram. 

The  “Good  News”  executive  said  the 
caucus  is  asking  the  bishops  if  and  how 


the  bishops  plan  to  discipline  ministers 
whose  congregations  refuse  to  pay,  if  the 
bishops  will  use  the  itinerancy  in  a 
punitive  manner,  what  level  of  payment, 
if  any  —  short  of  100  percent  —  will  be 
acceptable,  in  what  matters  of  church 
polity  is  there  latitude  for  disagreement 
and  freedom  of  conscience,  and  how  does 
the  council  plan  to  ensure  that  its 
members  comply  with  the  “consultative 
appointment  process”  as  outlined  in  the 
“Book  of  Discipline.” 

Dr.  Heidinger  said  he  has  investigated 
at  least  six  cases  where  pastors  appear 
to  be  having  difficulty  over  the  new 
legislation.  “We  feel  morale  could  be 
seriously  affected,  ”  he  added. 
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Discreet4guerrillas  for  God’  spread  Cuban  Methodism 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HAVANA  —  The  tiny  Methodist  Church  of 
Cuba  may  be  on  the  verge  of  a  bold  new  era  of 
growth  as  a  result  of  a  ‘"discreet,”  island-wide 
apartment  ministry. 

Only  2,300  members  actively  worship  in 
Methodist  buildings.  But  they  and  their 
ministers  now  serve  another  10,000  Cubans  who 
have  asked  for  "pastoral  care”  in  their  homes 
since  the  church  started  the  "communicants" 
program  in  1979. 

"I  don’t  know  if  the  government  knows  about 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

MANTANZAS,  Cuba  —  A  relentless  breeze 
from  the  bay  swept  the  hilltop,  competing  with 
the  Rev.  Joel  Ajo  as  he  explained  why  he  and  10 
to  12  other  Methodist  ministers  feel  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Cuba  should  be  "reformed." 

Put  simply,  the  group  believes  Bishop 
Armando  Rodriguez  and  the  majority  of  Method¬ 
ists  have  built  a  church  far  too  concerned  with 
personal  spirituality. 

"The  Methodist  Church  has  maintained  a  pre¬ 
revolutionary  posture,"  Mr.  Ajo  said.  It  hasn’t 
tried  to  fit  into  the  communist  society,  he  said. 

Here  at  the  nation’s  mainline  Protestant  sem¬ 
inary  —  some  two  hours’  drive  east  of  Havana,  in 
an  ambiance  of  flowers,  lush  vegetation,  slightly 
deteriorating  buildings  and  a  beautiful  view  —  is 
the  seat  of  what  might  be  called  the  loyal  opposi¬ 
tion  within  Cuban  Methodism. 

“The  problem  with  our  church  is  that  our 
structure  doesn’t  fit  into  this  system,"  the  Rev. 
Jose  Garrido  said.  He  and  Mr.  Ajo  are  the  Meth¬ 
odist  professors  at  the  seminary. 


“Ours  is  a  transplanted  church”  by  U.S.  mis¬ 
sionaries,  he  said.  “We  don’t  have  a  trained 
ministry  for  the  days  in  which  we  are  living.” 


Methodist  leaders  still  are  trying  to  define  how 
the  church  —  such  as  this  one  with  the  bishop's 
office  in  Havana,  middle  left  —  should  relate  to 
the  communist  society. 


this,"  Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  told  TM/UMR 
in  his  office  here.  "But  if  anyone  from  the  gov¬ 
ernment  complains,  we  say,  ‘What  do  you  prefer 
—  that  these  persons  be  drinkers  or  have  other 
problems?  Christians  make  good  workers  and 
good  citizens.’  " 

The  communist  society  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful  in  helping  Cubans  escape  starvation,  illiter¬ 
acy,  unemployment  and  inadequate  basic  medi¬ 
cal  care,  the  bishop  said,  but  people  still  have 
spiritual  needs  that  only  the  church  can  fulfill. 

The  government  basically  has  confined  the 
church  to  its  buildings.  That  greatly  impedes 


Bishop  Rodriguez’s  stance  —  supported  by 
most  of  the  denomination  —  is  that  "the  key  of 
our  faith  is  a  personal  experience  in  Jesus  Christ 
as  Saviour,  sanctification  and  the  testimony  of 
the  Holy  Spirit." 

Mr.  Ajo,  on  the  other  hand,  said  the  reform 
group  "feels  issues  such  as  forgiveness  of  sin  and 
personal  consecration  should  be  part  of  the 
overall  ministry  but  not  the  primary  focus. 

"Methodist  churches  neither  encourage  nor 
discourage  their  members  to  get  involved  in 
society.  The  preaching  from  the  pulpits  tends  to 
be  95  percent  spiritual  orientation,”  Mr.  Ajo 
claimed. 

Congregations  conservative 

"When  we  suggest  the  ministers  preach  for 
involvement  in  society,  they  reject  it.  When  I 
preach  that  way,  members  say  it  is  propaganda 
for  the  government. 

"When  I  started  here  (as  pastor  of  a  Mantan- 
zas  church)  three  years  ago,  the  board  said,  ‘We 
don’t  want  to  hear  politics  from  the  pulpit.’  They 
mean  they  don’t  want  to  hear  about  the  contribu¬ 
tion  the  church  might  make  to  society." 

Mr.  Ajo  said  the  reformers  don’t  believe  the 
Marxist  state  is  the  kingdom  of  God  but  that 
many  improvements  by  the  state  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

As  an  example  of  what  Methodists  should  be 
encouraged  to  do,  Mr.  Ajo  told  of  a  Presbyterian 
pastor  who  took  a  government  social  worker  job. 
Visiting  homes  to  deal  with  divorce,  marital  and 
financial  problems,  he  was  able  to  meet  people  in 
need.  Although  he  could  not  talk  of  his  faith  while 
on  the  job,  the  fact  that  people  knew  he  also  was 
a  pastor  provided  a  special  witness  while  he 
served  society,  Mr.  Ajo  said. 

But  the  Methodist  discipline  prohibits  pastors 
from  working  in  a  second  vocation,  he  com¬ 
plained.  Instead  of  a  push  for  societal  action,  Mr. 
Ajo  said,  the  Methodist  church  chooses  the  com¬ 
municants  program  (described  in  the  accom¬ 
panying  story)  which  is  just  “old-time  evangel¬ 
ism  —  all  on  individual  experience.” 

Mr.  Ajo  added  that  he  could  approve  the  com¬ 
municants  effort  if  it  were  part  of  a  larger  social 
action  emphasis. 

The  denomination  apparently  is  in  no  danger 
of  destructive  divisiveness.  Mr.  Ajo  and  Mr. 
Garrido,  for  instance,  serve  as  professors 
entirely  at  the  pleasure  of  the  bishop  who  has  the 
sole  right  to  fill  those  two  slots.  In  addition,  Mr. 
Ajo  is  one  of  the  bishop’s  eight  district  super¬ 
intendents. 

In  a  pragmatic  sense,  the  bishop  can’t  afford  to 
lose  the  reformers.  They  include  eight  of  the 


efforts  to  help  people  and  to  spread  the  church’s 
spiritual  message  to  the  more  than  97  percent  of 
Cubans  who  don’t  actively  associate  with  a 
Christian  congregation.  Open  evangelism  is  for¬ 
bidden  outside  the  church  walls. 


Go  into  homes 

The  people  who  know  about  the  church  and 
have  some  interest  in  attending  are  greatly 
discouraged  by  fears  —  sometimes  exaggerated 
and  sometimes  confirmed  —  that  going  to  the 
church  buildings  will  bring  discrimination 


denomination’s  13  seminary-trained  ministers. 

The  church  has  26  elders,  16  probationary 
ministers  and  25  lay  ministers,  10  of  whom  are 
full-time  pastors.  Nearly  all  the  clergy  has  been 
built  up  since  the  bishop  and  two  other  fully  or¬ 
dained  ministers  were  left  with  106  church  build¬ 
ings  by  dozens  of  ministers  who  fled  after  the 
Revolution. 

The  bishop’s  leadership  appears  likely  to 
continue  for  some  time.  At  the  age  of  51,  he  is  in 
his  fourth  four-year  term  as  bishop.  His  main 
contender  in  the  last  election.  Rev.  Aldo  Martin, 
emigrated  last  year. 

Seminary  causes  concern 

Bishop  Rodriguez  acknowledged  that  the  Man- 
tanzas  seminary  causes  him  some  concern.  He 
considers  the  other  denominations’  professors 
there  to  be  more  liberal  theologically  and  to 
more  closely  identify  with  the  Marxist  govern¬ 
ment  than  do  the  Methodist  professors.  (A  "good 
Marxist”  would  gain  nothing  by  becoming  a 
Christian,  one  Presbyterian  professor  tofd 
TM/UMR.) 

"It’s  really  not  much  of  a  problem,"  the  bishop 
said.  "Most  students  who  really  get  into  that 
thinking  don’t  want  to  be  a  local  church  pastor. 
Our  congregations  wouldn’t  allow  too  liberal  of  a 
theology." 

Lately,  the  seminary  isn’t  getting  any  Method¬ 
ist  students.  "The  political  stance  of  the  sem¬ 
inary  keeps  them  away,”  Mr.  Garrido  said.  The 
denomination  sponsors  various  short  courses 
through  the  year  in  which  the  bishop  and  other 
Methodist  seminary  graduates  provide  the 
clergy  with  some  seminary-type  education. 

The  bishop  discussed  the  "reformers”  in  his 
downtown  Havana  office.  The  walls  and  hand¬ 
some  Spanish-style  furniture  are  worn  and  deter¬ 
iorating.  The  accommodations  are  simple,  even 


against  them  in  the  workplace  (see  TM/UMR, 
May  1). 

So  the  autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Cuba 
at  its  last  general  conference  decided  to  take  the 
church  to  where  people  live.  Adopting  the  com¬ 
municants  program  as  its  four-year  emphasis, 
Methodists  hoped  they  had  found  a  way  to  be  in 
mission  within  a  communist  society. 

"The  institution  of  the  church  is  limited,  but  on 
a  personal  basis,  evangelization  can  take  place 
—  with  great  discretion,”  said  an  assistant 
pqstor,  the  Rev.  Richard  Pereira.  "If  anyone 
expresses  interest,  you  can  read  scripture,  pray 


by  the  standard  of  pastors’  offices  in  small  U.S. 
churches. 

"Joel  Ajo  has  his  own  point  of  view,”  the 
bishop  said.  "He  is  an  activist.  His  emphasis  is 
just  different.  I’m  not  against  preaching  about 
society  from  the  pulpit.  We  don’t  say  the  church 
should  be  a  ghetto." 

He  said  Christians  need  to  shed  their  timidity 
about  moving  into  society.  He  spoke  with  admir¬ 
ation  of  talented  Methodist  youth  who  have  gone 
through  the  whole  process  of  becoming  Com¬ 
munist  Party  members  even  though  they  knew 
they  would  be  rejected  in  the  final  interview  be¬ 
cause  of  their  religious  beliefs. 

"We  have  a  good  witness  because  they  know 
we  are  honest  and  good  citizens.  We  don’t  know  if 
the  barriers  will  come  down,  but  this  is  part  of 
our  testimony  in  our  time:  to  be  good  students, 
good  citizens  and  to  have  good  will  toward  those 
who  don’t  have  good  will  toward  us.  Most  of  all, 
God  gives  us  the  love  and  the  wisdom  to  do  the 
best  we  can  with  the  situation." 

Pluralism  acceptable 

Nonetheless,  the  main  task  of  the  church  is  to 
meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  people,  the  bishop 
said,  in  a  society  which  promotes  atheism  dhd 
provides  many  of  the  social  services  tradi¬ 
tionally  given  by  the  church. 

That  the  reformers  want  to  emphasize  some¬ 
thing  else  is  not  threatening  to  the  church,  the 
bishop  indicated;  pluralism  here  falls  within 
acceptable  bounds  for  most  Methodists. 

"All  our  pastors  —  even  the  most  extreme  on 
both  ends  —  believe  spiritual  life  is  important  for 
the  church  and  that  the  best  work  is  in  service  to 
our  society,”  Bishop  Rodriguez  said. 

"We  have  a  very  nice  unity  in  the  diversity  of 
opinion  .  .  .  and  try  to  do  everything  in  a  loving 
manner.”  — Roy  Howard  Beck 


and  go  into  the  homes  of  non-Christians." 

Wherever  Methodists  work  or  live,  they  are 
supposed  to  be  listening  for  a  legal  opportunity  to 
ask  people  if  they  would  like  to  receive  pastoral 
care  in  their  homes. 

The  occasion  often  arises  when  people  are 
having  personal  crises.  Divorce  is  a  major 
problem  in  Cuba.  And  a  pharmacist  said  anxiety  ' 
and  high  blood  pressure  are  the  most  common 
health  maladies  requiring  medication  (which  is; 
free).  She  said  the  competitive  workstyle  which 
is  alien  to  the  culture  is  partly  responsible.  These 
vocational  and  marital  troubles  sometimes.' 
cause  Cubans  to  seek  a  non-governmental  source  : 
of  comfort  such  as  a  pastoral  visit. 

Growth  beats  goals 

Each  of  the  106  churches  has  an  annual  goal  for; 
adding  communicants.  Each  reports  monthly.: 
The  denomination’s  goal  for  1983  is  25,000.  Bishop 
Rodriguez  said  the  current  list  of  10,000  is 
growing  "very  fast”  and  is  ahead  of  schedule. 

"We  are  preparing  material  now,”  the  bishop 
said.  "People  in  the  first  stage  are  those  who 
only  say,  ‘I  believe  in  God.’  In  the  second  stage, 
we  have  them  reading  the  Bible  every  day.  We 
come  into  their  apartments  and  study  and  sing 
hymns.” 

The  third  stage  involves  leading  a  person  into  a 
"commitment  to  Jesus  Christ"  and  preparation 
for  church  membership.  The  last  stage  brings  a 
person  into  active  membership.  The  commun¬ 
icants  decide  if  they  want  to  move  forward  from 
one  stage  to  the  next. 

Each  communicant  is  visited  at  home  several 
times  per  year  or  as  often  as  requested,  the 
bishop  said.  "Our  goal  is  that  each  of  our  2,300 
members  will  take  responsibility  for  these 
people  and  visit  by  twos. 

Learned  from  state 

"We  in  the  church  have  had  limited  vision.  We 
have  learned  from  the  state  that  we  need  to 
minister  to  all  persons.  (Before  the  Revolution, 
the  Protestant  churches  catered  to  the  middle 
class.)  We  have  the  resources  to  do  100  times  as 
much.  We  tell  our  congregations  that  they  need 
to  be  the  guerrillas  for  God. 

"We  mail  —  or  drop  off,  as  a  small  number  of 
people  say,  ‘Please  don’t  mail’  —  bulletins  and  a 
list  of  Bible  readings  each  month  to  the  com¬ 
municants. 

"Part  of  the  training  in  Stage  Three  is  telling 
them  of  their  religious  rights  under  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  clearing  up  misconceptions.  We  bring 
them  to  church  and  introduce  them  to  people  who 
have  good  jobs  even  though  it  is  known  they  are 
Christians."  The  bishop  believes  the  appeals 
process  in  cases  of  discrimination  works  well. 

When  TM/UMR  interviewed  Bishop  Rodriguez 
here  in  1977,  he  said  the  church's  membership 
was  2,188.  Despite  the  loss  of  many  members  and 
five  ministers  in  the  mass  emigration  from  the 
country  last  year,  membership  has  grown 
slightly. 

"To  be  a  Methodist  is  a  big  thing,"  meaning  a 
person  has  signed  a  card  since  1968  pledging  to 
support  the  church  with  generous  giving,  regular 
attendance  and  active  leadership.  "Most  are 
tithers,"  the  bishop  said  during  TM/UMR’s 
latest  visit,  Holy  Week. 

The  denomination  continues  to  try  to  open  all 
106  church  buildings  every  Sunday,  although  24 
of  them  averaged  fewer  than  10  persons  per 
week  in  attendance  last  year.  One  church  aver¬ 
aged  only  one  person. 

Ministers  ride  the  circuit  and  conduct  "full 
church  services  at  each  one  so  if  people  come, 
the  services  will  be  there,”  the  bishop  said. 

Meanwhile,  “the  greatest  opportunity  and 
message  for  churches  today  is  to  give  testimony 
outside  the  church  walls,”  said  Irila  Majin, 
director  of  Christian  education  for  Cuban 
Methodists. 


Church  not  trying  enough 
to  adapt  to  new  society, 
opposition  segment  claims 


ARMANDO  RODRIGUEZ 
Bishop:  “J’m  not  against 
preaching  about  society 
but  the  main  task  is  to 
meet  spiritual  needs.” 


JOEL  AJO 


Reformers:  “ Ours  is  a  transplanted 
church” too  much  concerned  with 
“ old-time  evangelism  —  all  on  individ¬ 
ual  experience.  ” 
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92  percent  of  churches 
now  use  UM  curriculum 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  number 
of  United  Methodist  churches  using  at 
least  some  United  Methodist  curriculum 
resources  increased  eight  percent 
between  1976  and  1980,  according  to  a  re¬ 
cently  completed  survey  conducted  by 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

According  to  ministers  surveyed,  92 
percent  of  United  Methodist  churches  now 
use  some  United  Methodist  curriculum 
resources  compared  with  84  percent  in 
1976. 

"Among  the  teachers  who  presently 
use  United  Methodist  curriculum  resour¬ 
ces,  75  percent  said  they  thought  the 
resources  contained  sufficient  use  and 
reference  to  the  Bible,"  reported  Dr. 
Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  publications. 
“The  Curriculum  Resources  Committee 
staff  has  made  a  conscious  effort  to 


CLASSIFIED 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR:  Growing  Pastoral 
Counseling  Center  is  looking  for  an  experienced 
Pastoral  Counselor  with  a  graduate  degree  beyond 
the  Master  of  Divinity  and  preferably  Fellow-level 
membership  in  the  AAPC  Send  resume  with  salary 
requirements  to  Doris  M  Jones.  Samaritan 
Counseling  Center.  Methodist  Evangelical  Hospital. 
Box  843,  Louisville,  KY  40202 

METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR:  Of  Beautiful 
Britain,  August  14-28,  1981,  $2,379  For  information, 
write  Rev  Stan  Gollerv.  323  W  4th  St.,  Winslow,  AZ 
86047 

STAFF  POSITION  WITH  UNIQUE  OP- 
PORTUNITY.  Associate  pastor  as:  Minister  to 
Youth,  Director  Christian  Education,  including  part- 
time  chaplaincy  at  private  teen-age  girls  school  ac- 
cepting  court  referrals  Suburban  congregation  In 
capital  area  New  York  state.  Resume,  references 
and  picture  requested  Contact:  Burnt  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  29.  Burnt  Hills,  New 
York  12027 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Large, 
active  suburban  church,  to  help  develop  and  oversee 
total  youth  ministry.  Hours  and  salarv  negotiable. 
Trinity  United  Methodist.  962S  N  Military  Trail, 
Palm  Beach  Gardens.  FL  33410.  Ph  ( 306 1  622-5278. 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADMINISTRATION  Ecumenical 

service  agency  providing  residential  treatment  for 
emotionally  disturbed  youth,  supported  by  American 
Baptist.  American  Lutheran  and  United  Methodist 
Churches  and  a  member  of  the  CWLA  is  seeking  a 
Director  of  Administration  with  the  following 
credentials  BA  degree  in  accounting,  business 
administration,  management,  or  related  area,  at 
least  5  yrs,  business  administration  experience,  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  fiscal  matters,  building  and 
maintenance  management,  personnel,  and  proven 
ability  to  work  with  church  and  community 
resources  Position  to  be  filled  between  7-1-81  and  9-1- 
81  $29,654-134. 329/yr  total  compensation  Women 
and  minorities  encouraged  to  apply  Alaska 
Children's  Services.  1200  E  27th.  Anchorage,  AK 
99604 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH- ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR: 
Needed  at  once  Must  be  experienced  and  trained 
Good  salary  and  working  conditions  Send  resume 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  PO  Box  577, 
Carthage,  TX  75663  or  phone  (214  )  693-5227  or  693- 
3459 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  Kendall  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Miami.  Florida  is  seeking  a  person  to 
serve  as  Minister  of  Youth.  The  church  has  a 
membership  and  constituency  list  of  over  3,000  It  is 
located  in  the  best  residential  area  off  Biscayne  Bay 
The  salary  is  $13,500  and  other  benefits,  including 
expense  allowance,  medical  insurance,  continuing 
education,  time  and  fund  and  one  month's  annual 
leave  Position  will  be  filled  for  June  1,  1981  Contact 
Tom  Culberson,  7600  S  W.  104  Street,  Miami.  FL 
33156  phone  (305  )  667  (043  or  665-7349 

SPIRITUAL  LIFE  DIRECTOR  -CHAPLAIN) 
Ecumenical  service  agency  providing  residential 
treatment  for  emotionally  disturbed  youth, 
supported  by  American  Baptist.  American  Lutheran 
and  United  Methodist  Churches  and  a  member  of  the 
CWLA,  is  seeking  a  Spiritual  Life  Director  with  the 
following  credentials:  Masters  degree  from 
accredited  theological  seminary,  fully  ordained  and 
in  good  standing  with  church/denominational 
affiliation,  minimum  2  quarters  clinical  pastoral 
education,  4  yrs  experience,  includlr^  CPE  and 
youth  work,  preferably  with  emotionally  disturbed 
adolescents  Position  to  be  filled  between  7-1-81  and 
9-1-81  $26,531-$30.714/yr  total  compensation 

Women  and  minorities  encouraged  to  apply  Alaska 
Children's  Services.  1200  E.  27th  Ave  ,  Anchorage, 
AK  99604 

VIKING  ADVENTURE  15  DAYS! ! !  Departing  July  - 
Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden.  Norway  Rev  John  W 
Collins  experienced  tour  director  Write:  1820 
5th  Avenue,  Rock  Island,  Ill  61201  or  phone:  (309) 
788  9384 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Needed  full-time  for  1550 

member  church  in  central  Florida.  Well  established 
relational  youth  ministries  program  Contact: 
Gerald  E  Chambers,  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O  Box  236,  Maitland,  Florida  32751 

WANTED:  Minister  of  Program  and  Outreach 
Downtown  church  in  Denver,  Colorado-approxi- 
mately  1100  members.  Principal  responsibility 
starting  and  developing  creative  and  distinctive 
programs  Salary  negotiable.  Call  (303)  839-1493 

imperial 

CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Write  or  call  collect  (817)  756-5431 

IMPERIAL  WOODWORKS,  INC. 

PO  Box  7541.Dept.il  ,  Waco,  Texas  76710 


ABETTER  WAY  OF 
LIFE  FOR  PEOPLE 
58  AND  OLDER  . . . 


McKendree  Manor  Towers 
Retirement  Center  offering  you 
security  and  comfort  during  those 
Golden  Years.  Let  us  show  you 
what  you  are  missing.  Write  or 
call  today.  615  889-6990. 

McKendree  Manor  Towers 

4343  Lebanon  Road 
Hermitage.  TIN  37076 


the  church  today 


include  and  clarify  the  use  of  the  Bible  in 
its  curriculum  resources  and  we  will 
continue  to  do  so.  We  are  pleased  with  the 
positive  response  of  the  teachers  to  the 
editors’  efforts.” 

The  study  also  revealed  that  forty-eight 
percent  of  the  church  school  teachers  are 
employed  outside  the  home. 

UM  Publishing  House 
selling  at  record  pace 

HOUSTON  (UMNS)  -  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  sales  and  net  rev¬ 
enues  hit  records  in  the  first  six  months 
of  the  fiscal  year,  reported  President  and 
Publisher  John  E.  Procter  in  a  meeting 
here. 

Sales  reached  $30.56  million,  up  $3.68 
million  over  the  same  period  last  year. 
Net  revenue  totaled  $2.71  million. 

Mr.  Procter  said  he  expects  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Cokesbury  stores  to  increase  from 
33  to  as  many  as  50  by  1985.  Since  1970, 17 
new  stores  have  been  opened  and  nine 
others  have  been  relocated.  The  stores 
are  located  in  22  states. 

New  stores  are  projected  near  Atlanta, 
in  Decatur,  Ga.,  and  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
Mr.  Procter  said  approximately  $250,000 
is  needed  to  open  a  new  store. 

Anti-Klan  Network  moves 
into  United  Methodist  Building 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The 
National  Anti-klan  Network  has  tem¬ 
porarily  moved  into  the  United  Methodist 
Building  here  to  set  up  headquarters  for 
its  national  lobbying  effort  on  May  4-5 
against  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  racist 
violence. 

According  to  the  Network’s  director, 
the  Rev.  Lucius  Walker,  the  "spring 
offensive”  is  one  attempt  at  preventing  a 
"long  hot  summer.” 

Motel  chain  distributes  over 
one  million  New  Testaments 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  -  Days  Inns  of 
America,  one  of  the  country’s  major 
motel  chains,  has  distributed  nearly  1.4 
million  New  Testaments  to  its  guests. 
The  Good  News  for  Modern  Man,  the 
New  Testament  in  Today’s  English  Ver¬ 
sion,  has  been  a  popular  feature  at  the 
motels  since  they  were  first  placed  in 
rooms  nine  years  ago. 


The  Rev.  Denny  Spear,  the  Atlanta 
based  chaplain  to  Days  Inns,  noted  that  if 
the  Bibles  were  stacked  end  to  end  they 
would  be  five  times  higher  than  the 
Peachtree  Hotel,  the  tallest  hotel  in  the 
country.  The  newly  opened  luxury 
Palace  Hotel  in  Manhattan  recently  pur¬ 
chased  1,000  copies  of  the  Good  News 
Bible  to  be  placed  in  guest  rooms. 

Upper  Room  to  publish 
Christian  Home  magazine 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Publication 
of  The  Christian  Home  magazine  is  being 
shifted  within  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  from  the  Curricu¬ 
lum  Resources  Committee,  located  at  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  to 
The  Upper  Room,  which  now  carries  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  spiritual  formation  in  the 
family. 

Mid-size  churches  told  they 
need  church  administrators 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (RNS)  -  A  church 
administration  expert  says  middle-sized 
churches  would  grow  much  faster  if  they 
hired  church  managers  instead  of 
assistant  ministers. 

An  administrator  "trained  to  handle 
the  day-to-<Jay  operations  of  the  church,” 
frees  the  pastor  from  administrative 
responsibilities  to  devote  more  time  to 
pastoral  care  of  the  congregation,  said 

OUR  FUND  RAISING 
COOKBOOKS .  . 

★  Are  Fun  Easy  &  Profitable 

★  Can  Be  Custom  Designed 

★  Have  Your  Name  Printed  Right 
Alongside  Your  Recipe 

★  Names  Of  Officers  &  Members 

★  Colorful  "Stain-Free"Covers 

★  A  Photo  Of  Your  Choice 

★  Beautiful  Multi-Colored  Dividers 

★Space  For  Writing  Extra  Recipes 

★  Coupons  To  Help  Sell  More  Books 

★  Free  Credit  For  60  Days 

SOUND  APPETIZING? 

For  A  Free  "How  To"  Package,  Write: 

COOKBOOK  PUBLISHERS.  INC. 

13550  West  108th  Street 
Shawnee  Mission,  Ks.  66210 


Kennon  L.  Callahan,  a  church 
administration  consultant  based  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Mr.  Callahan,  a  church  administrator 
himself  for  11  years  at  Lover’s  Lane 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
spoke  to  the  National  Association  of 
Church  Business  Administrators  here. 

The  assistant  and  the  senior  minister 
often  compete  for  pastoral 
responsibilities  and  leadership,  he  said, 
but  a  pastor  and  a  business 
administrator  have  no  grounds  for 
competition. 

President  of  troubled 
black  college  resigns 

MORRISTOWN,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
The  Rev.  Raymon  E.  White  has  resigned 
as  president  of  Morristown  College  here 
in  order  to  accept  an  appointment  as 
superintendent  of  the  Abingdon  District 
of  the  Holston  Conference.  The 
appointment  will  be  effective  June  30. 

The  financially  troubled  college  is  the 
only  two-year  school  in  the  family  of  12 
United  Methodist-related  colleges 
supported  by  the  general  church  through 
the  Black  College  Fund.  It  was 
established  in  1881  by  the  Freedman’s 
Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  as  Morristown  Seminary,  an 
elementary  and  secondary  school. 
Nuclear  power  resolution 
defeated  by  power  company 

DAYTON  (UMNS)  -  Although  they 
lost  the  vote,  United  Methodist  Women 
found  increased  support  here  April  9  for 


their  proposal  that  Dayton  Power  and 
Light  Company  "halt  further 
construction  and  planning  of  nuclear 
power  plants  since  the  dangers 
associated  with  their  operation  and 
waste  disposal  remain  unsolved.” 

When  the  resolution  was  first 
presented  in  1980,  8  percent  of  the 
company’s  stockholders  responded 
affirmatively;  this  year,  8.6  percent 
were  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mrs.  Esther  Curfman,  Delaware,  Ohio, 
who  presented  the  resolution  at  DP&L’s 
annual  stockholders  meeting  for  the 
second  consecutive  year,  said  she  was 
"delighted”  with  the  outcome. 


COLORADO 


Life  Care  Communities 


Denver,  Colorado  Springs,  Pueblo 

"Write  ot  telephone  Sunny  Acres 
Villa,  Inc.  for  information  describ¬ 
ing  the  advantages  of  living  in  a 
Life  Care  Community." 

Sunny  Acres  Villa,  Inc. 

2501  E. 104th 
Denver,  Colo.  80233 
Ph:  (303)  452-4181 


Conference  on  the  Future  and  the  Church 

A  seminar  on  the  church  in  the  future  from  Leaders: 
economic,  technological  and  sociological  Dean  Kelley 
perspectives  to  be  held  June  29-July  3.  Pre-  J.  Robert  Nelson 
registration  deadline:  June  10,  1981.  Housing  Robert  Gough 
and  childcare  provided  by  prior  arrangement. 

For  information  on  this  or  other  : 

School  programs,  call  or  write: 

The  Office  of  Continuing  Education 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
745  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
02215 

617/353-3053 
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Daphne  Strickland.  Bob  Galatas  (pastor).  Si  Simons  and 
Nora  and  Lloyd  Allen.  Juanita  and  Keith  Jackson  are  not 
shown. 


confirms 
seven  youth 


‘‘Love:  The  Pathway  to  Life”  was  the  theme  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
district  United  Methodist  Women's  retreat  at  Camp  Istrouma  in  Greenwell 
Springs  on  March  II.  The  picture  shows,  from  left.  Ardessie  C.  Prophet,  district 
president.  Margaret  St.  Amant.  speaker,  and  Idella  Stevenson,  chairman  for  the 
retreat. 


(Christian 
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Mrs.  Constance  C.  McClung,  widow  of 
the  late  Rev.  W.  Harold  McClung,  died  in 
Shreveport  April  26, 1981.  She  is  survived 
by  a  daughter,  Marilyn,  and  a  son, 
Harrell. 

The  Rev.  Chapman  John  Harrison  died 
April  28,  1981.  Harrison  retired  in  1974 
after  serving  over  30  years  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


Eight  persons  were  received  into  the  North  Highlands 
UMC  in  Shreveport  during  the  Lenten  emphasis  on  evange¬ 
lism.  Pictured  are  (From  left)  Ellen  Hitt.  Cindy  Long. 
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Commemoration  Service 
set  for  Conference 


•Preachers’  Kids'  are  from  left,  Betsy  Corley,  Gene  Crosby,  Libbi  Lynch  and  Mary 
Galatas. 


‘Survival  Training  Weekend’ 
set  for  May  22-24  At  Camp  Brewer 


The  second  annual  “Survival  Training 
Weekend  for  Adult  Youth  Leaders”  has 
been  set  for  May  22  through  the  24  at 
Camp  Brewer. 

The  focus  of  the  weekend  will  be 
“Enabling  Youth  to  be  Peer  Counselors.” 

The  weekend  is  designed  to  train  adult 
leaders  to  sharpen  their  own  counseling 
skills  and  share  these  skills  with  the 
youth  they  lead. 

May  13  is  the  deadline  for  registration, 
with  the  limit  set  at  75  persons  at  a  cost  of 
$25. 


Resource  leader  for  the  weekend  will 
be  Dr.  Barbara  Varenhorst. 

Varenhorst  began  the  “Peer  Counsel¬ 
ing  Training”  program  and  is  convinced 
that  youth  want  to  help  others  but  may 
lack  the  skills  in  doing. 

Varenhorst  has  prepared  Bible  studies 
for  each  session  of  the  weekend. 

Worship  leaders  for  the  event  will  be 
the  reverends  John  Hamilton  and  Willis 
Dear. 

A  detailed  brochure  is  available  from 
your  pastor  or  Kathi  Finnell  at  P.  0.  Box 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  70821. 


Four  ‘preachers’ kids’ 
star  in  Louisiana  Tech  Show 


A  Confirmation  Service  was  held  April 
12  at  the  St.  Matthew  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  in  which  seven 
persons  were  confirmed. 

The  young  people 'were  ushered  in  as 
based  on  the  Biblical  saying  “Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and 
forbid  them  not:  for  of  such  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God.  Luke  18: 16. 

The  atmosphere  for  the  service  was 
inspiring  and  a  good  attendance  was 
shown  by  the  members. 

Lena  B.  Grant,  membership  secretary, 
presented  the  candidates  for  confir¬ 
mation  and  issued  them  their  certificates. 

Persons  confirmed  were  Fairade 
Dorsey,  Shana  Dorsey,  Olden  Foster,  Jr., 
Ralph  Hunter,  Shirley  Osborne,  Mark 
Tucker  and  Desiree  Wilson. 


The  Rev.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  pastor  of  the  Grace  United  Handy.  Sr.,  in  relation  to  the  Handy  Family  being  honored 

Methodist  Church,  is  shown  interviewing  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  at  the  church  on  May  17. 


The  service  of  Commemora¬ 
tion  and  Holy  Communion,  held 
for  the  ministers  and  or  their 
spouses  who  have  died  during 
the  year,  will  be  held  Monday 
afternoon,  June  1,  during  the 
Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport. 

Seventeen  ministers  and  nine 
spouses  will  be  remembered  at 
the  service  this  year. 

Included  in  the  service  for  the 
26  will  be  Dr.  and  Mrs.  B.  C. 
Taylor  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Edwin  A.  Keasler,  two  couples 
that  have  died  since  last  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  at 
the  Southside  United  Methodist 


“Preachers’  Kids”  have  a  certain  re¬ 
putation  that  may  not  be  too  shining. 

But  four  preachers’  kids  have  been 
shining  in  the  limelight  at  Louisiana 
Tech  in  the  Department  of  Music’s  pro¬ 
duction  of  “Annie  Get  Your  Gun.” 

The  four  students  involved  were  Betsy 


Corley,  daughter  of  Beth  and  Dave 
Corley  of  Coushatta ;  Gene  Crosby,  son  of 
Wilma  and  Tom  Crosby  of  Blanchard; 
Libbi  Lynch,  daughter  of  Jeanne  and  W. 
O.  Lynch  of  Lafayette  and  Mary  Galatas, 
daughter  of  Shirley  and  Bob  Galatas  of 
Shreveport. 


Church  in  Monroe  for  29  years, 
will  deliver  the  memorial 
message.  Joyner  is  the  senior 
minister  at  the  church  and  is 
minister  to  the  largest 
protestant  church  with  a  woman 
minister. 

Joyner  has  been  a  delegate  to 
the  General  and  Jurisdictional 
conferences  and  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
will  be  the  celebrant  for  Holy 
Communion. 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  Lake 
Charles  University  United 
Methodist  Church  will  provide 
the  music  for  the  service. 


\ 

The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 


Richardson 
graduates 
with  honors 


Linn  Caraway  Richardson  will 
graduate  from  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  and  will  receive  an 
appointment  at  Annual  Conference. 

In  the  service  of  recognition  at 
Perkins,  Richardson  was  honored  by 
receiving  the  Charley  T.  and  Jesse 
James  Bible  award  and  the  Karis 
Stahl  Dadely  Scholarship  award. 

Richardson  is  also  graduating  with 
“High  Honors.” 


Members  of  the  First  UMC  of  Minden  raised  $10,500  for  a  James  Poole,  pastor;  Davidson  Brown:  McDowell  and  Marcus 
scholarship  program  at  Centenary  College.  Don  McDowell,  Wren.  An  additional  $10,000  will  be  raised  by  the  congregation 
director  of  church  relations  at  the  college,  accepted  the  check  over  the  next  three  years.  The  gift  is  to  be  used  as  an  endow- 
from  church  representatives.  Pictured  above  are,  from  left,  ment  scholarship  to  help  students  with  their  education. 


Handy  Family  to  be  honored 


St.  Matthew 


The  William  Talbot  Handy,  Sr.,  family 
will  be  honored  by  the  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans  May 
17, 1981  at  the  11  a.m.  service. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  be  the 
,  preacher  for  the  service.  Other  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  members  of  New  Orleans 
city  government.  The  Greater  . 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  and 
Dillard  University. 

Other  clerical  participants  will  be  the 
reverend  doctors  Dennis  R.  Fletcher  of 
Gulfside  Assembly;  Wyatt  D.  Boddie, 


district  superintendent  for  the  New 
Orleans-Slidell  district  and  Max  R. 
Butler,  a  retired  minister. 

The  Handy  family,  distiguished  by  the 
contributions  of  the  senior  members,  has 
also  distinguished  itself  through  a 
brother  and  two  sisters. 

Bishop- W^^Pr-HandjrpJrrris-the  bishop 
of  the  Missouri  Conference.  He  was  also 
a  district  superintendent  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  a  vice  president  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Dr.  Geneva  Handy  Southall  is  on  the 
faculty  of  the  University  of  Minnesota 
and  is  also  a  trustee  for  Dillard 
University. 

Antoinette  Handy  Miller  is  a  coun¬ 
sellor  at  Virginia  State  University  and 
also  a  concert  artist. 

Friends  of  the  Handy  family  are  urged 
to  express  their  friendship  and  good 
wishes  in  the  form  of  letters  to  the 
family.  Letters  may  be  addressed  to  The 
William  Handy  Family,  c/o  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  2001  Ibervile 
Street  New  Orleans,  La.  70112. 
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Balanced  budget  efforts  lauded; 
massive  arms  increase  questioned 


THE  IMTEI)  MKI'hODIST  REPORTER 


We  believe  President  Reagan  deserves 
the  prayerful  support  of  all  Americans  in 
his  efforts  to  bring  into  balance  the 
“income”  and  “expenses”  of  the  United 
States  government. 

There  is  mounting  evidence  that 
continued  deficit  spending  by  the  federal 
government  is  the  primary  cause  of  dis¬ 
ruptive  economic  factors  such  as 
inflation  and  high  interest  rates.  From  a 
Christian  standpoint,  we  believe  good 
stewardship  requires  that  we  learn  again 
to  run  our  government  “in  the  black." 

The  previous  Administration  dis¬ 
covered  that  it  is  much  harder  actually  to 
balance  the  federal  budget  than  it  is  to 
promise  to  balance  it.  The  present 
Administration  is  likely  to  experience  the 
same  fate  unless  the  public  clearly  and 
repeatedly  expresses  its  willingness  to 
bear  the  short-term  burdens  necessary  to 
achieve  the  long-term  benefits  of  a 
balanced  budget. 

At  the  same  time,  we  believe  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  proposals  for  massive  increases  in 
military  spending,  while  reducing  most 
other  federal  expenditures,  are  as 
misguided  and  as  unfair  as  his  economic 
goals  are  sound 


We  believe  it  is  folly  to  believe  that  the 
infusion  of  more  money  into  armaments 
will  increase  “security”  for  a  nation 
which  already  possesses  “overkill” 
capacity.  We  believe  that  if  our  nation’s 
military  capability  is  “weak"  in  light  of 
an  annual  defense  budget  now 
approaching  $200  billion,  then  no  amount 
of  money  is  capable  of  making  us 
“strong”  or  “safe." 

We  believe  our  nation’s  “security"  and 
future  destiny  will  be  determined  at  least 
as  much  by  the  quality  of  life  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  provided  for  our  citizens,  as  by  the 
size  of  our  military  arsenal. 

From  a  Christian  perspective,  we 
believe  it  is  sinful  to  insist  that  a 
balanced  budget  should  be  achieved 
totally  at  the  expense  of  non-military 
items  in  the  federal  budget..  We  believe  it 
is  as  cruel  to  cut  federal  benefits  to 
persons  at  the  bottom  of  our  nation’s 
economic  ladder,  while  greatly  esca¬ 
lating  military  expenditures,  as  it  is  to 
continue  running  up  inflationary  deficits 
in  the  federal  budget  year  after  year.  In 
either  case,  the  greatest  sacrifice  is 
exacted  of  those  who  can  least  afford  it. 


I  WM  I  U& P 
MV  OPPORTUNITIES 
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WHfrt  IT  COMES  TO 
PERSONAL  V/ITNB5- 
IN£r,  I  HAVE  A 
SERIOUS  AILMENT 


Christians  should  prepare  to  help 
‘truly  needy’  who  elude  ‘safety  net’ 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Brief  exposure  to  Chinese  culture 
challenges  many  basic  stereotypes 


MAY  15.  1981 


Mr.  Dunnam 


You  should  not  go  to  China  unless  you 
are  prepared  to  deal  with  challenges  to 
many  of  your  most  basic  stereotypes  and 
assumptions. 

I  went  to  China  in  early  April  fully 
prepared  to  be  impressed,  and  left  two 
weeks  later  overwhelmed  by  the 
experience. 

I  did  not  return  home  as  an  “instant 
expert”  on  China  or  on  Oriental  culture, 
nor  as  one  who  is  uncritically  impressed 
with  China’s  economic  and  political 
system.  I  returned,  instead,  with  an 
awareness  of  how  little  I  really  know 
about  the  history  of  Asia  and  its  peoples. 

I  had  been  in  China  less  than  an  hour 
before  realizing  the  fallacy  of  the  refer¬ 
ence  to  “yellow  horde?”  which  I  have 
heard  all  my  life.  There  are,  indeed, 
hordes  of  people  in  every  part  of  China 
we  visited,  but  I  did  not  see  a  single 
person  with  yellow  skin  during  my  entire 
stay. 

I  had  heard  so  many  times  about  how 
most  Asians  have  little  or  no  respect  for 
human  life  that  I  suppose  deep  down  I 
had  come  to  believe  it.  During  our  stay  in 
China,  however,  I  was  unable  to  detect 
any  basis  for  this  claim.  In  fact,  I  have 


Here  I  Stand 


We  believe  a  strong  case  can  be  made 
for  supporting  President  Regan’s 
commitment  to  balance  the  federal 
budget  (see  preceding  editorial). 
Regardless  of  one’s  point  of  view, 
however,  it  is  increasingly  apparent  that 
Congress  will  approve  the  br'oad  outlines 
of  the  President’s  economic  package, 
and  many  of  its  specific  provisions  — 
including  significant  cutbacks  in 
numerous  social  and  welfare  programs. 

Mr.  Reagan  has  consistently  assured 
the  nation  that  his  cutback  proposals  are 
intended  to  “eliminate  waste,”  and  that 
the  “truly  needy”  would  not  suffer 
despite  extensive  cuts  in  such  areas  as 
food  stamps,  aid  to  families  with 
dependent  children,  medical  care  and 
school  lunch  programs.  Administration 
spokesmen  have  frequently  reiterated 
that  a  “safety  net”  is  included  in  their 
approach  that  will  protect  the  “truly 
needy”  if  financial  support  is  reduced  for 
these  programs. 

We  applaud  the  President’s  desire  to 
limit  welfare  assistance  to  persons  who 
are  unable  to  help  themselves.  If  his 
Administration’s  program  will  eliminate 
—  or  significantly  reduce  —  the  Qjaud, 
cheating  and  waste  that  have  become 
inherent  in  many  government-sponsored 
welfare  programs,  all  Americans  will 
benefit,  including  not  only  the  tax¬ 
payers,  but  also  those  who  will  no  longer 
be  given  a  “free  ride.” 

A  substantial  number  of  veteran 
governmental  observers  believe, 
however,  that  many  poor  people  will  slip 
through  the  “safety  net”  as  federal 
programs  are  trimmed  and/or  shifted  to 
state  and  local  agencies.  We  share  the 
belief  that  cutbacks  as  extensive  as  these 
which  are  proposed  would  inevitably 
lead  to  severe  hardships  for  some  “truly 
needy”  members  of  our  society. 

To  date  the  impact  of  the  proposed 
budget  cuts  has  been  discussed,  for  the 
most  part,  in  terms  so  massive  as  to  be 
beyond  the  ability  of  most  individuals,  or 
congregations,  to  respond.  For  example, 
the  Christian  Science  Monitor  reports 
that  2,300  aged  and  disabled  persons  in 
one  state  would  lose  home-delivered 
meals  and  35,000  school  districts  would 
lose  lunch  programs.  Should  the 
proposed  budget  cuts  become  realities, 
however,  the  unfed  will  inevitably  be 
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translated  into  some  older  persons  in  our 
own  community  or  some  students  in  our 
own  school  system. 

We  believe  that  local  congregations  of 
Christians  need  to  be  prepared  to  help 
“catch”  those  who  slip  through  the 
“safety  net”  if  the  Administration’s 
social  service  cuts  are  approved. 
Whether  we  oppose  or  support  those  cuts, 
we  have  a  responsibility  as  Christians  to 
ensure  that  no  person  who  slips  through 
the  “safety  net”  should  remain 
unnoticed  and  unhelped.  Probably  no 
other  institution  in  our  society  has  a 
better  vantage  point  than  the  local 
congregation  from  which  both  to  detect 
and  respond  quickly  to  persons  who 
become  local  victims  of  federal  program 
cutbacks. 

We  believe  there  aFe  several  pre¬ 
paratory  steps  that  a  local  congregation 
can  take  to  help  those  who  may  later 
experience  severe  distress  as  a  result  of 
government  funding  cutbacks: 

•  Acknowledge  that  some  “truly 
needy”  persons  are  likely  to  need  help  as 
federal  budget  cutbacks  are  felt  at  the 
local  level,  and  develop  strategies  for 
recognizing  such  persons. 

•  Affirm  in  general  our  Christian 
responsibility  to  minister  to  the  needs  of 
the  poor;  in  particular,  develop  plans  to 
meet  specific  needs,  such  as  emergency 
food  and  medical  care  for  the  poor,  on  an 
individual  basis. 

•  Establish  contact  with  local  welfare 
and  social  service  agencies  and  make 
them  aware  of  the  congregation’s 
willingness  to  assist  persons  who  are 
“truly  needy.” 

•  Assist  persons  who  are  “truly 
needy,”  but  who  slip  through  the  “safety 
net”  as  program  adjustments  are  made, 
to  re-establish  their  need  and  eligibility 
for  public  assistance. 

Lettprx  to  the  Editor 


Permanent  church  funds 
should  aid  local  churches 


By  SIDNEY  ROBERTS 

Presently  in  Southwest  Fort  Worth 
there  is  a  new  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  which  desperately  needs  a 
building  in  order  to  fulfill  its  ministry  in 
the  community  and  to  continue  in  its 
growth  and  development.  This  is  only  one 
example  of  many  situations  across  the 
church.  In  almost  every  case  the 
necessary  funds  could  be  borrowed,  but 
the  interest  rate  would  put  churches  in 
intolerable  financial  positions  for  many 
years  to  come. 

Annual  conferences  are  developing 
programs  that  will  give  some  direct 
assistance.  But  they  cannot  provide  the 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Abbeville,  Louisiana 


With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  275  member- 
families  of  the  Abbeville  UMC  in  Abbe¬ 
ville,  Louisiana  (Louisiana  Conference). 

This  is  tb£  most  recent  addition  to  the  .  ,  ......  , 

more  than  fe  local  churches  across  the  development.  It  is  the  only  way  we  can 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this  '  Sr°w-  }  bf!,e''e  a ,Plan  ™ust  deve  oped 


Dr.  Roberts 

full  amount  required.  Borrowing  will 
continue  to  be  necessary  for  a  long  time. 

There  are  United  Methodist  institu¬ 
tions,  general  agencies,  conferences,  dis¬ 
tricts  and  local  churches  with  permanent 
funds  that  could  be  serving  a  double  pur¬ 
pose:  providing  income  for  their  own  pro¬ 
grams  and  providing  funds  available  for 
local  church  loans.  That  income  would 
have  to  be  commensurate  to  that  which 
would  be  received  from  other  sources. 
Even  so,  the  interest  would  still  be  much 
less  than  most  churches  are  required  to 
pay  on  the  open  market. 

The  resources  held  by  any  contingent 
of  the  church  are  a  sacred  trust,  and 
trustees  are  bound  to  the  purposes 
intended  by  the  donor.  At  the  same  time, 
we  must  recognize  that  we  are  a  con- 
nectional  church  and  every  effort  must 
be  made  to  assure  the  fullest  utilization 
of  all  the  resources  in  carrying  out  the 
mission  of  the  total  church. 

The  most  urgent  requirement  upon  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  local  church 


newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Abbeville,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter) .  ” 


whereby  the  trustees  of  permanent  funds 
can  place  at  least  a  portion  of  their 
resources  in  a  pool  that  will  be  available 
for  loans  to  local  churches. 

The  time  is  now!  In  obedience  to  our 
Lord  and  in  fairness  to  our  church’s  whole 
connection,  I  believe  this  matter  must  be 
seriously  addressed  by  those  authorized 
to  make  decisions  concerning  it. 

Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri¬ 
butor,  the  Rev.  Sidney  Roberts,  is  pastor 
of  First  UMC  in  Hurst,  Texas  ( Central 
Texas  Conference ). 


Church  growth  news  is  encouraging 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  good  news 
shared  by  the  Rev.  James  H.  Davis  in 
your  article  headlined  “UMC  gets  a  new 
congregation  every  week"  (see 
TM/UMR,  April  24). 

In  light  of  our  decade-long  decline  in 
membership,  such  news  is  encouraging. 
Also,  to  know  that  Mr.  Davis  sees  the 
potential  for  twice  as  many  new 
churches  to  begin  is  exciting. 

Yet  I  also  appreciate  the  frankness  of 
the  report  that  two-thirds  of  all  annual 
conferences  are  doing  little  or  nothing  in 
this  area.  This  must  change  for,  although 
over  the  past  four  years  we  have  been 
starting  almost  one  new  church  a  week, 
we  have  been  closing  churches  at  the 
rate  of  one  a  day  for  the  past  fifteen 
years!  During  this  same  period, 
Southern  Baptists  have  started  an 
average  of  two  churches  a  day  and  have 
thus  surpassed  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  become  the  largest  Protestant 
denomination  in  America  according  to 
Lyle  E.  Schaller's  article  “Why  start  new 
churches?”  in  the  May,  1979.  “Circuit 
Rider.” 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  again 
to  multiply  in  her  efforts  to  reach  the 
lonely,  needy,  hopeless  people  of  this 
world,  she  must  begin  at  once  to  plant 
many  new  churches !  The  people  as  well 
as  the  leadership  must  regain  the 
spiritual  fervor  that  once  shook  the 
states,  recognize  the  need  for  new 
churches,  and  begin  to  employ  new, 
more  effective  means  of  doing  so. 

Thank  you  again  for  this  encouraging 
article.  It  calls  us  once  more  to  open  our¬ 
selves  to  be  vessels  through  which  Christ 
might  build  His  Church! 

Mark  A.  Liston 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Healing  ministry  is  part  of 
our  inheritance  in  Christ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks 
for  Joyce  Hopkins’  article  headlined 
“Healing  ministries  grow”  printed  in  the 
April  24  issue  of  TM/UMR.  What  refresh¬ 
ing  and  challenging  insight  it  provides ! 

Spiritual  healing  is  a  subject  that  has 
been  viewed  with  skepticism  and.  yes, 


even  cynicism  for  far  too  long  by  the 
organized  church.  Why  this  should  be  so 
is  somewhat  of  a  mystery.  Jesus’  earthly 
ministry  encompassed  healing  that  was 
both  physical  and  spiritual  in  nature,  and 
scripture  asserts  boldly  that  He  is  “the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.” 

It  is  time  for  all  Christians  to  appro¬ 
priate  their  full  inheritance  in  Christ. 
Skepticism  may  be  a  comfortable  theolo¬ 
gical  position  because  it  precludes  the 
risk  of  failure  and  allows  doubt  to  hide 
behind  the  hedge  of  apparent  rationality, 
but  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a  cold  and 
joyless  position. 

As  one  who  has  experienced  healing  of 
both  the  soul  and  the  body,  I  thank  you 
for  the  article  and  commend  you  for  your 
courage  in  printing  it. 

Shiron  Wordsworth 
Spring  Branch,  Texas 

Single  young  adults 
have  particular  concerns 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  never  written  a  letter  to  a  news¬ 
paper  before,  but  I  felt  compelled  to  do  so 
after  reading  the  article  by  Greg  Jones 
about  the  need  for  young  adult  ministries 
(TM/UMR.  April  10). 

Mr.  Jones  described  my  situation 
exactly. 

I  graduated  from  college  last  May, 
moved  back  home  and  went  to  work.  I 
now  find  that  my  friends  from  high 
school  and  college  have  scattered  to  the 
proverbial  four  comers,  and  are  involved 
with  new  husbands,  wives,  or  jobs.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  find  that  it  is  not 
hard  to  feel  lonely  and  alienated.  This  is 
very  frustrating  to  me  because  I  feel  sure 
that  there  are  other  people  like  me  out 
there.  The  problem  is  that  we  don’t  seem 
to  be  able  to  find  each  other 

I  used  to  be  active  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  would  like  to  be  again. 
I’ve  visited  several  churches  in  town  but 
they  seem  to  have  a  hard  time  fitting  me 
in.  Most  of  the  time,  the  single  adults  are 
grouped  in  with  the  young  married 
couples.  I  feel  this  is  a  mistake.  The 
needs  and  problems  are  different.  The 
single  person  is  having  to  adjust  to  living 
alone  for  possibly  the  first  time  in  his/her 


life,  and  is  having  to  make  decisions  that 
were  unheard  of  10  years  ago.  It 
shouldn’t  be  automatically  assumed  that 
all  single  people  are  leading  wild,  care¬ 
free  lives. 

Thank  you  for  printing  Mr.  Jones’ 
article  and  recognizing  this  great  need. 

Joni  Laraine  Taylor 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

Some  leaders  are  poorly 
relating  mission  story 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  letter  from  Martin 
Hyzer  in  the  April  17  issue  of  TM/UMR; 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
makes  available  to  the  churches  and 
church  members  a  copy  of  General 
Advance  Specials,  “Partnership  in 
Mission  1981-82”  —  a  159  page  book  for 
$2.50.  It  may  be  ordered  from  "The 
Service  Center,”  7820  Reading  Road, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237.  One  hundred 
percent  of  advance  moneys  goes  to 
specified  projects.  Administration  is 
covered  in  a  portion  of  Church  World 
Service  dollars,  (which  has  not  rteen  in 
proportion  to  inflation),  as  well  as  some 
undesignated  gifts  and  income  from 
gifts.  Also  a  great  problem  is  that  in 
many  countries  where  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  operates,  inflation  is  much 
worse  than  in  our  country. 

Global  ministries  does  not  build  million- 
dollar  glass  churches  or  support 
“Electronic  Church”  preachers  with 
$600,000  condominiums  or  Lear  Jet  air¬ 
planes.  Nor  do  we  establish  colleges  as 
memorials  to  individuals,  but  rather  we 
help  people  throughout  this  country  and 
over  70  countries  of  the  world  face  the 
every  day  crisis  of  faith,  health, 
education,  or  survival  (well  over  300 
Advance  Specials  in  India  alone). 

Ask  your  minister  or  conference  office 
for  the  list  of  “Advance  Specials”  for 
your  conference.  As  a  layman,  I  have 
been  disappointed  at  how  poorly  some  of 
our  ministers  are  communicating  our 
mission  program  and  regard  “World 
Service”  as  a  “tax.”  There  is  no  excuse 
for  any  minister  not  having  this  infor¬ 
mation.  . 

Jack  L.  Collins 

Murphysboro,  Illinois 


never  encountered  more  courteous  and 
friendly  people  in  any  culture.  Medical 
care  is  available  to  all  persons.  The 
virtual  nonexistence  of  private  auto¬ 
mobiles,  and  the  societal  intolerance  of 
intoxication,  suggest  at  least  two  ways  in 
which  the  Chinese  “respect  for  life”  sur¬ 
passes  that  found  in  our  own  society. 

After  hearing  all  these  years  about 
Chinese  wall  posters  conveying  the  latest 
Communist  party  propaganda,  we  had.to 
keep  our  eyes  peeled  to  find  any  posters 
with  ideological  slogans.  We  were 
amazed  at  the  relatively  insignificant 
role  which  is  played  by  ideology  in 
Chinese  society  today.  One  hears  fre^ 
quent  negative  references  to  the  “Gang 
of  Four,”  which  perpetrated  the 
“cultural  revolution"  on  the  rest  of 
society,  and  frequent  drum-beating  for 
the  “four  modernizations”  emphasis  — 
agriculture,  industry,  science  and 
technology,  and  defense.  But  that’s  about 
all. 

What’s  more,  China’s  present  leaders 
readily  admit  to  the  “mistake”  made  by 
their  predecessors  —  including  Mao  Tse- 
tung  —  and  the  likelihood  of  additional 
mistakes  in  the  present  and  future.  Such 
candid  admissions  by  any  government 
are  rare,  and  especially  so  for  a  Marxist 
state. 

In  light  of  the  miserable  failures  of 
pure  Marxist  economic  principles  in 
Chinese  society,  the  present  government 
has  adopted  numerous  innovations— in¬ 
cluding  incentives  for  individual  workers 
and  other  free  enterprise  techniques. 
One  official  Chinese  publication  goes  so 
far  as  to  affirm  “the  socialist  principle  of 
to  each  according  to  his  work.”  This  dif¬ 
fers  substantially  from  the  traditional 
socialist  principle  of  “to  each  according 
to  need,  from  each  according  to  ability.” 

We  were  also  surprised  by  the  open¬ 
ness  and  directness  with  which  the 
Chinese  people  we  met  were  willing  to 
debate  subjects  ranging  from  political 
philosophies  to  child-rearing,  to  religion. 
One  of  our  guides,  who  had  been  reared 
in  a  Presbyterian  home  for  girls  prior  to 
the  revolution  of  1949,  told  us  without 
hesitation:  “I  don’t  believe  in  God.  I 
believe  only  in  my  two  hands.”  That 
comment  gave  a  busload  of  United 
Methodist  ministers  and  educators  pause 
for  thought. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  non-Chris¬ 


tians  whom  we  met  expressed  a  profound 
interest  in  the  Christian  gospel,  and  we  , 
were  deeply  encouraged  by  the  number 
of  Chinese  young  people  who  are  • 
accepting  the  Christian  .faith  and 
receiving  baptism.  We  were  moved  by 
the  sight  of  hundreds  of  worshippers  .. 
simultaneously  looking  up  in  their  newly-  ■ . 
acquired  Bibles  a  passage  of  Scripture ; . 
referred  to  by  the  minister.  They 
reminded  us  of  the  preciousness  of  our  . 
own  freedom  to  worship  and  to  read  the-... 
Bible,  which  we  so  casually  take  for 
granted.  ^ 

Our  brief  sojourn  among  the  Chinese.^ 

,  people  caused  us  to  recognize  that  they, 
i  are  ncj  morje  totally  “unfree”  than  we  in  ; 
America  are  totally  “free.”  All  freedom  * 
is  relative  to  the  limits  of  the  situation  in  < 
which  it  is  exercised.  The  people  of  China*; 
today  appear  to  be  enslaved  not  so  much 
by  their  political  system  as  by  their  *, 
relatively  primitive  level  of  economic 
development. 

Many  of  us  in  the  West,  however,  are 
increasingly  aware  that  we  also  are  en¬ 
slaved— to  consumer  comforts  afforded, 
by  our  own  economic  affluence— and  we 
are  concerned  to  develop  simpler  pat-, 
terns  of  living. 

The  stark  contrast  between  American 
lifestyles  and  the  relative  simplicity  of  - 
Chinese  living  was  never  more  apparent. •, 
than  when  we  flew  from  China  to  Japan. 

In  terms  of  living  patterns,  it  is  much 
further  from  Beijing  to  Tokyo  than  from,- 
Tokyo  to  Los  Angeles.  And  we  found  that 
church  leaders  in  Japan,  like  most  in  the 
U.S.,  are  lamenting  the  dominance  of 
materialistic  values  in  Japanese  society. 

I’m  not  about  to  repudiate  my  citizen-  •: 
ship  in  the  U.S.  and  move  to  China.  I.-! 
probably  would  not  fare  very  well  in  a  . 
system  so  centralized,  so  meagerly  . 
developed,  and  so  disdainful  of  individual  • . 
achievement  as  theirs.  But  neither  can  I 
truthfully  say  that  life  in  America  is  in 
every  way  inherently  superior  to  life  in ;  • 
China.  We  have  much  to  learn  from  the 
Chinese  as  well  as  to  teach  them.  I  pray  • 
that  the  growth  of  freedom  and 
prosperity  in  China  since  1977  will  be . 
allowed  to  continue,  and  that  those  of  us 
in  the  West  may  gain  greater  knowledge . 
and  appreciation  of  those  elements  of : 
“world  history”  which  were  sadly, 
neglected  in  our  formal  education. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


My  Witnrxs 

Trust  in  the  sovereign  will  of  God 
reaches  across  nearly  a  century 


I  am  now  almost  97  years  old  ( birthday 
June  13th)  hale  and  hardy,  able  to  go 
about  all  my  duties,  without  difficulty,  so 
much  so  that  I’m  amazed  at  my  vitality. 
I  have  sought  an  explanation  and  found 
there  is  no  simple  answer.  In  prayer  I 
have  asked  God,  why  He  is  sparing  me 
like  this;  He  gives  me  no  answer. 

I  go  to  the  Bible,  and  I  find,  it  is  God’s 
will  that  all  should  live  a  long  life 
(Psalms  91: 16). 

So,  beyond  the  sovereign  will  of  God, 
there  is  no  simple  answer.  However, 
there  are  certain  conditions  and 
requirements  that  go  into  it,  and  for  my 
own  personal  satisfaction,  I  have  sought 
to  list  them. 

No.  1:  I  would  list,  the  sovereign  will  of 
God. 

No.  2:  I  was  born  of  Christian  parents, 
raised  in  a  Christian  home  and  have, 
therefore,  always  known  about  God 
though  I  didn’t  always  do  His  will,  there 
was  much  stumbling,  and  some  failures 
—  but  always  God  was  patient  with  me, 
and  each  time  I  stumbled,  He  reached 
forth  His  great  hand  and  lifted  me  up. 
Bless  His  holy  name. 

No.  3:  Morality.  Certainly  I  would  not 
be  vain  enough  to  claim  perfection;  far 
from  it.  But  I’m  not  guilty  of  any  of  the 
major  sins  after  all,  it’s  the  little  foxes 


that  spoil  the  vine. 

No.  4:  Living  independently  —  keeping 
out  of  debt.  The  Bible  says:  “Owe  no  man 
anything,  but  to  love  one  another.”  In  all 
my  life  I  never  spent  one  penny  for  either 
tobacco  or  whisky. 

No.  5:  Keeping  cheerful,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  turbulent  state  of  the  world.  Jesus 
said,  “When  you  see  all  these  things,  look 
up,  not  down.”  I  don’t  know  what  the 
future  holds,  but  I  do  know  Who  holds  the 
future,  and  in  His  own  time  and  way,  He 
will  work  it  out. 

No.  6:  Loneliness:  Having  outlived  all 
my  friends  and  loved  ones,  I  confess  I  do 
at  times  get  a  bit  lonely.  The  truth  is,, 
however,  I  am  “never  alone,”  for  there  is 
never  an  hour,  day  or  night,  that  I  cannot 
strike  up  a  conversation  with  my  Lord. 
He  seems  so  near  to  me.  So  when  I  feel  a. 
bit  lonely,  I  just  tell  Him  about  it. 

My  motto  is  the  same  as  St.  Paul’s: 
"Rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in  tribulation, 
continuing  constant  in  prayer.” 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  J. 
T.  Parsons,  is  a  retired  minister  living  in 
Pulaski,  Tennessee.  He  is  the  oldest 
living  member  of  the  Tennessee  Annual- 
Conference. 


American  and  Christian  Flag 
DESK  SET 
(14.95  value) 
when  you  order  full-size 
American  Flag  Set 
and  Christian  Flag  Set 


Indoor  Sets — 4 'A '  x  5'/s '  Flags 
Flag  are  trimmed  with 
gold-colored  cord  and 
matching  tassels.  Gilt 
metal  stand  and  9'  flag  pole. 
American  Flag  Set.  Pole  is 
topped  by  gold-coldred 
aluminum  eagle. 

E02-0031 73 . 122.1 

Christian  Flag  Set.  Pole 
is  topped  by  gold-colored 
aluminum  cross. 

E02-003184 . 104.60 

All  for  only  *227" 
and  a  $14.95  value  two-flag  desk 
set  is  yours  FREE  if  you  order  by 
July  4,  1981. 

Transportation  extra  Add  sales  tax  it  applicable 
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International  food  stamps  to  fight  hunger 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  An  “international  program 
of  food  stamps”  to  solve  the  problems  of  the 
world’s  hungriest  persons  has  been  proposed  by  a 
top  executive  of  the  World  Bank  at  a  national 
conference  on  hunger. 

Dr.  Mahbub  ul  Haq,  director  of  policy  and 
planning  and  of  the  program  review  department 
of  the  World  Bank,  made  the  proposal  at  a 
“church-university  conference”  on  world  hunger 
held  here  in  April,  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Coordinating  Council  for 
Hunger  Concerns. 

He  said  an  international  food  stamp  program 
would  cost  about  $5  billion  a  year  and  feed  about 
one  billion  hungry  people. 

By  contrast,  he  said,  the  United  States  food 
stamp  program  costs  $8.7  billion  a  year  and  feeds 
about  19  million  hungry  people. 


The  program  is  needed  during  the  next  two 
decades  to  “bridge  the  gap"  between  the  very 
poor  and  the  better  off,  but  in  itself  it  won’t  solve 
the  problem  of  world  food,  Dr.  Haq  said. 

To  do  that,  the  world  will  have  to  set  as  an  inter¬ 
national  goal  “a  minimum  increase  of  four 
percent  per  annum  in  the  amount  of  food  grown," 
he  said.  “In  order  to  do  that,  we  should  change 
priorities,  investment  programs  and  redefine 
national  interest." 

Dr.  Haq  dismissed  suggestions  that  the  real 
problem  in  the  world  of  hunger  is  a  growing 
population  that  continually  outstrips  the  food 
supply. 

“That  is  simply  not  true  any  longer,”  he  said. 
“In  the  past  20  years,  population  has  increased  by 
60  percent  and  food  grains  have  increased  more 
than  that. 

“Population  is  slowing  in  the  world’s  most 


populous  countries.  By  the  end  of  the  century  we 
might  even  have  a  billion  less  people  than 
originally  expected." 

Dr.  Haq  suggested  that  if  the  world  would 
commit  itself  to  a  four  percent  growth  rate  in  food 
supplies,  “an  end  to  world  hunger  is  possible,  is 
feasible,  by  the  end  of  this  century. ’’ 

But  in  the  meantime,  Haq  suggests  a  food  stamp 
program. 

“In  the  short  run,  one  has  to  have  an  expedient; 
that's  where  foreign  assistance  comes  in,  to 
assure  that  hungry  people  don’t  have  to  remain 
hungry  for  20  years.  ” 

Professor  Ross  Talbot,  of  the  Iowa  State 
University  Political  Science  Department,  was 
asked  to  discuss  the  question  of  whether 
eliminating  hunger  can  be  a  primary  focus  of 


United  States  policies  toward  the  Third  World. 

“My  answers  to  that  question  are:  Yes,  it  should 
be.  Yes,  with  some  qualifications,  it  could  be.  Yes, 
maybe  it  will  do  so,  although  I  have  some  serious 
doubts." 

He  said  American  involvement  in  the  world 
hunger  issue  must  be  directed  “dominantly, 
though  not  exclusively,  to  the  poverty  nations  of 
the  world.” 

Dr.  Talbot  said  church  people  and  others 
concerned  about  world  hunger  must  look  at  the 
problem  in  terms  of  political  realities. 

Citing  the  biblical  precedent  of  Joseph  and  his 
storehouses.  Dr.  Talbot  said,  “Food  always  has 
been  a  form  of  power  in  recorded  history.  It  is 
today,  and  such  will  be  true  in  the  tomorrows  to 
come. 

“The  unfolding  reality  appears  to  be  that  the 
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proposed 

United  States  has  become  the  principal  reserve 
supermarket  of  the  world.  This  is  a  terrible  moral 
obligation,  one  loaded  with  abundant  political  and 
economic  opportunities  for  good  and  evil,  but  to 
shirk  our  responsibility  by  denying  the  reality 
hardly  seems  to  be  either  ethical  or  prudential," 
Dr.  Talbot  said. 

The  Rev.  Eugene  Stockwell,  associate  general 
secretary  for  overseas  ministries  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  drew  attention  to  the  radical 
change  in  the  political  climate  of  the  U.S.  "The 
context  for  addressing  the  food  problem,”  he 
stated,  "has  changed  from  one  of  hope  and 
attempts  to  address  the  crisis  to  concern  for 
possible  graft  and  the  cost-efficiency  of  feeding  a 
hungry  world." 

He  pointed  out  that  food  programs  have  been 
slashed  while  arms  spending  has  increased. 


Non-English 
speaking  win 
curriculum 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  A  plan  for  non-English 
speaking  persons  to  have  for  the  first 
time  their  own  United  Methodist- 
produced  learning  materials  by  1982  was 
approved  here  last  week. 

The  UM  Curriculum  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee  (CRC)  which  passed  the  measure 
during  its  spring  meeting  here,  indicated 
that  the  usual  procedures  for  developing 
learning  materials  will  be  speeded  up 
and  perhaps  even  bypassed  to  develop 
the  all-new  curriculum  more  quickly. 

The  materials,  which  are  to  be  more 
than  just  translations  of  existing  English 
resources,  will  be  part  of  the  first 
totally  UM-produced  curriculum  in 
languages  other  than  English.  The 
curriculum  also  will  reflect  the  cultures 
and  heritages  of  ethnic  minority  persons, 
the  committee’s  action  indicated. 

While  the  1980  General  Conference 
approved  a  petition  mandating  the 
denomination  to  underwrite  production 
costs  of  the  all-new  materials,  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  (of  which 
the  curriculum  resources  committee  is  a1 
part)  and  the  Coordinating  Committee 
for  the  Missional  Priority  on  Strengthen¬ 
ing  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
disagree  on  its  interpretation  (see  May  1 
issue  of  TM/UMR). 

Curriculum  which  includes  “easy  to 
use  English”  for  people  learning  the 
language  as  well  as  materials  in  Korean 
and  Spanish  will  get  special  emphasis. 

Statistics  showing  that  Hispanics  are 
the  fastest  growing  ethnic  group  in  the 
U.S.  and  that  approximately  one  fourth 
of  all  new  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  statte'd  during  the  last  four  years 
are  Korean  led  to  the  special  emphasis 
on  materials  aimed  at  these  groups. 

Developing  materials  suitable  for  eth¬ 
nic  minority  persons  also  has  evangelism 
implications,  explained  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  chief  officer  of  the  Discipleship  board. 

“Will  we  reach  them  before  they  learn 
English,  and  therefore  win  them  for 
Christ  through  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  or  will  we  just  wait  until  they 
learn  English?”  he  asked. 

Dr.  Jones  said  he  envisioned  making 
learning  materials  available  to  local 
churches  as  soon  as  possible,  with  the 
quantity  and  type  depending  upon  the 
needs  of  the  particular  group  being 
served.  He  said  it’s  too  soon  to  predict 
when  the  materials  might  be  available. 

The  Rev.  Roberto  Gomez  of  El  Buen 
Samaritano  UMC  in  Albuquerque,  N.M., 
said  he  was  pleased  with  the  curriculum 
committee  proposal. 

He  chairs  the  subcommittee  dealing 
with  ethnic  minority  resources. 

Dr.  Jones  believes  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  petition  mandating  his  board  to 
develop  the  special  materials  also  in¬ 
cludes  its  receiving  $100,000  in  Ethnic  Min¬ 
ority  Local  Church  (EMLC)  funds  every 
year  for  four  years,  for  a  total  of  $400,000. 

The  curriculum  committee  recom¬ 
mended  during  its  meeting  that  this  inter¬ 
pretation  be  used  in  negotiations  with 
the  GCOM. 

The  (EMLC)  coordinating  committee, 
however,  has  recommended  that  only 
$100,000  be  given  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  over  a  three-year  period  beginning 
in  1981,  on  the  condition  that  the  board  re¬ 
prioritize  its  budget  to  put  $50,000  into  the 
project  in  1982  and  $75,000  in  1983. 


_x\\\NC.  , 


«*» 

TURN  YOUR  CHURCH 
AROUND 

Fund  raising  materials  from  The  Centurion 
Program  that  will  help  you  turn  your 
church  around  financially. 

★  Biblically  based 

★  Historically  significant 

★  Missionary  minded 

★  Success  oriented 

“For  the  first  time,  a  great  campaign  .  .  . 
that  management  can  understand.” 

—Dr.  Olin  Shockley 
AldersgateU.M.C. 
Wilmington,  DE 

“Well-organized  —  more  pledges,  more 
money  pledged  ...  and  that’s  the  whole 
idea." 

—Dr.  Carlton  Thomson 
St.  Luke’s  U.M.C. 
Lubbock.  TX 

For  a  free  sample  packet,  write: 

THE  CENTURIAN  PROGRAM 
4230  LBJ.  »109,  Dallas.  TX  7S234 
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Woman  hammers  shells  into  cow  bells  in  Kampuchea 

SOMEWHERE  IN  KAMPUCHEA  —  This  woman  making  cow  bells  out  of  bullet  shells  is  a  modern  illustration  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah’s  message  that  “They  will  hammer  their  swords  into  plowshares."  The  bells  not  only  will  make  music  but 
festoon  the  cattle  that  pull  the  plows  here  as  this  nation  rebuilds.  United  Methodists  have  provided  $5.6  million  for  relief  and 
recovery  assistance  through  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  which  cooperates  with  Church  World  Service. 

JOHN  C.  GOODWIN  PHOTO 


Nestle  faces  economic 
push  on  formula  policy 


Group  to  study  images  of  God 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  Members  were 
elected  last  week  to  a  committee  charged 
by  the  1980  General  Conference  with 
studying  language  about  God  used  in  the 
church. 

Within  the  next  two  months,  the  10- 
member  study  group  will  begin 
examining  images  and  language  about 
God  to  determine  if  they  lead  to 
limitations  of  relationships  among 
people  based  on  sex,  race  or  age. 

The  study  group  is  to  submit  findings  to 
the  UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  by  December  1982.  GCOM  is  to 
offer  a  final  report  one  year  later  to  the 

Nomination  gets 
ethnic  backing 

CINCINNATI  (UMNS)  -  Leaders  of 
United  Methodism’s  four  ethnic  minority 
caucuses  have  issued  a  statement 
supporting  the  nomination  of  the  Rev. 
Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr.  as  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Their  statement  applauds  the 
nomination  as  speaking  “eloquently  to 
the  world,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  are 
Third  World  people.”  It  goes  on  to  blast 
“racist  forces”  which  appear  to  be 
dictating  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
.  .  .  through  “attacks  upon  racial 
minority  nominations.” 

While  not  specifically  naming  the 
“Good  News”  protest  against  the  Nugent 
nomination,  the  statement  responds 
directly  to  the  questions  the  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus  raised  about  his 
qualifications  as  an  insider.  Dr.  Nugent, 
a  black  man,  has  been  chief  executive  of 
the  board’s  National  Division  since  1972. 

“There  is  no  evidence  Mr.  Nugent  is 
not  qualified  by  training  or  by  previous 
work  experiences  to  give  leadership  to 
this  board,"  the  ethnic  leaders  said.  Of 
the  charge  of  his  being  an  “insider"  who 
would  not  be  responsive  to  the  grass 
roots,1  they  said,  “the  fact  of  the  matter  is 
that  the  placement  of  ethnic  minority 
persons  in  decision-making  places  in  our 
denomination  is  the  result  of  grass  roots 
concern.  Failure  to  move  upward  in  the 
chain  of  command  would  be  a  form  of 
institutional  racism." 


United  Methodist  Publishing  House  to  be 
printed  as  a  guide  for  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  GCOM 
chief  executive,  stressed  that  the  study 
group  will  not  primarily  be  looking  at 
scripture  as  will  the  soon-to-be- 
established  experimental  lectionary  task 
force  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Rather,  it  will  be  examining 
all  forms  of  communication  in  the 
church,  i.e.  liturgy,  preaching, 


publications  and  the  language  of 
legislative  bodies. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
GCOM,  which  elected  the  study  group, 
also  gave  the  10  members  the  task  of 
setting  up  guidelines  to  eliminate 
stereotyping  language  concerning 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions. 
GCOM  earlier  established  similar 
guidelines  for  eliminating  racism, 
sexism  and  ageism  from  UM  materials. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  -  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Council  on  Ministries  will  pull 
its  fall  meeting  out  of  Stouffer’s  Dayton 
Plaza  Hotel  if  the  hotel’s  parent,  Nestle 
Corporation,  refuses  to  endorse  a  new  world 
health  code  for  infant  formula  marketing. 

That  would  be  GCOM’s  first  stand  in 
the  international  controversy  surround¬ 
ing  Nestle’s  business  practices.  The 
council’s  executive  committee  last  week 
mnanimously  supported  this  stance. 

The  1980  General  Conference  post¬ 
poned  a  decision  on  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
products,  directing  the  GCOM  to  establish 
a  task  force  to  study  the  issue  and 
attempt  to  find  a  way  to  be  a  conciliatory 
force  in  the  controversy.  The  GCOM  has 
tried  to  remain  neutral. 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
only  trump  card  left  in  the  debate,”  said 
the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  program  coordinating  agency. 

He  explained  that  all  other  major 
religious  bodies  already  have  taken 
sides.  Consequently,  the  GCOM  and  its 
task  force  are  in  the  spotlight,  he  said. 

“In  the  year  since  General  Conference 
the  issue  has  become  clearer  .  .  . 
focusing  narrowly  on  the  World  Health 
Organization’s  proposed  marketing 
code,"  he  said. 

Initiated  by  charges  that  companies 
such  as  the  Geneva-based  Nestle 
Corporation  were  engaging  in  deceptive 
promotional  campaigns  for  their  breast- 
milk  substitutes  in  the  Third  World,  the 
proposed  code  recommends  a  ban  on 
product  advertising.  It  also  asks  an  end 
to  company  distribution  of  samples  and 
other  promotional  gifts  to  pregnant  wo¬ 
men.  Another  provision  of  the  code  would 
prevent  corporate  sales  staff  from  putting 
on  “educational"  activities  for  preg¬ 
nant  women  or  mothers  of  young  children. 

In  poorer  countries,  women  have  trou¬ 
ble  sterilizing  baby  bottles  and  sometimes 
mix  the  formula  with  contaminated  water 
—  which  health  officials  allege  has  led  to 
thousands  of  infant  deaths. 

The  proposed  code  affirms  the 
superiority  of  breast  feeding  and  asks 


that  all  infant  formula  products  carry 
this  assertion  in  print,  along  with  a  warn¬ 
ing  of  potential  hazards  of  their  misuse. 

The  code,  which  is  expected  to  be 
adopted  by  the  World  Health  Assembly 
later  this  month,  is  a  weak  one,  Dr.  De- 
wire  said.  After  a  year  of  interviews  and 
study  by  the  UMC’s  special  task  force,  it 
appears  that  the  least  that  should  be 
expected  of  the  infant  formula  industries 
is  that  they  endorse  the  code,  he  said 

The  three  U.S.  infant  formula 
companies  (Bristol-Myers,  Abbott-Ross 
and  American  Home  Products)  already 
are  lobbying  against  the  code.  Dr. 
Dewire  said.  “Nestle  says  it  may 
oppose.”  Based  on  arguments  that  the 
code  would  be  a  restriction  on  free  trade, 
the  United  States  and  Switzerland 
apparently  will  oppose  the  code,  he  said. 

“If  Nestle  doesn’t  (endorse  the  code),” 
Dr.  Dewire  said,  “it  would  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  continue  to  patronize  Stouffer’s.” 

Although  cancelling  reservations  at 
Stouffer’s  and  moving  the  fall  meeting  60 
miles  to  Cincinnati  might  appear  to  be 
breaking  the  denomination's  neutrality, 
the  move  actually  is  an  attempt  to 
remain  neutral.  Dr.  Dewire  explained. 
To  continue  to  use  Stouffer’s  might 
suggest  agreement  with  the  Switzerland- 
based  Nestle’s  stance  on  the  world 
marketing  code,  he  indicated. 

Dr.  Dewire  said  he  met  with  Stanislas 
Flache,  the  head  of  a  lobbying  organiza¬ 
tion  representing  the  world’s  infant  for¬ 
mula  corporations  recently  in  Geneva. 
He  said  Mr.  Flache  told  him  that  he  was 
advising  the  corporations  to  follow  the 
marketing  code  because  their  rejection 
might  undermine  all  world  health  efforts 
which  depend  on  voluntary  compliance 

Dr.  Dewire  said  he  believes  Mr: 
Flache,  a  former  executive  of  the  World 
Health  Organization,  sincerely  believes 
the  infant  formula  companies  have  been 
responsible  agents  in  the  world,  although 
“he  has  seen  the  violations,  too.” 

Dee  Ann  Kahn,  assistant  to  Dr. 
Dewire,  said  the  executive  has  talked 
with  Dayton  Stouffer’s  officials  many 
times  in  recent  years  about  the  infant 
formula  issues. 


Council  adopts  plan  to  ‘inspire’  UMs  to  give  more 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  The  general 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  to  start  a  “strong  and 
unified"  campaign  to  inspire  United 
Methodists  to  give  more  money, 
declared  the  executive  committee  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  last  week. 

“Nobody  now  is  responsible  for 
stewardship,”  said  Ohio  West  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder,  GCOM  president. 
“The  United  Methodist  Church  once 
had  a  place  for  stewardship.  But 
General  Conference  has  spread  it 
out.” 

The  executive  committee  directed 
one  of  the  council’s  sub-units  to  “take 


the  necessary  initiative”  to  join 
various  agencies  in  an  effort  to 
improve  stewardship  in  a 
denomination  where  per  capita  giving 
falls  far  below  that  of  most  other 
denominations. 

Many  budgets  at  all  levels  of  the 
UMC  are  being  severely  strained  — 
particularly  because  of  the  new  pen¬ 
sion  program  —  the  committee  noted. 

“Why  don’t  United  Methodists  know 
how  to  tithe?"  a  council  member 
whispered  to  another.  “Because  no 
one  ever  told  them,”  was  the  answer. 

By  assembling  people  from  various 
agencies  and  having  them  describe 
their  methods  and  program  for 
encouraging  stewardship,  the  gaps 


will  become  apparent,  said  the  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Dewire,  GCOM  chief 
executive.  It  also  will  be  helpful  to 
find  where  agencies  are  working  at 
cross  purposes,  he  said. 

“Having  several  groups  at  work  in 
an  annual  conference  with  different 
messages  can  be  not  only  confusing 
but  neutralizing,"  causing  a  local 
church  to  decide  to  do  nothing  since 
the  experts  apparently  don’t  agree, 
Dr.  Dewire  said. 

Principal  responsibility  for 
encouraging  stewardship  now  lies 
with  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship;  the  National  and 
Education  and  Cultivation  divisions  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 


Ministries;  the  General  Council  of 
Finance  and  Administration,  and  the 
Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  Dr.  Dewire  said. 

The  attempt  to  coordinate  the 
efforts  of  these  bodies  recently  was 
endorsed  by  the  officers  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  and  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration. 

The  GCOM  executive  committee 
will  bring  it  up  for  discussion  next 
week  with  the  chief  executives  and 
presidents  of  the  general  agencies. 

“This  excites  me,”  Bishop  Loder 
said,  “because  here  we  are  really 
taking  the  initiative  in  an  area  where 
the  church  is  failing  miserably.” 


Church  school  surveys  confirm  small  membership  UMC 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  like  many  other 
mainline  denominations,  is  often  called  a 
denomination  of  small-membership 
churches  and  church  schools.  This  bit  of 
conventional  wisdom  seems  borne  out  in 
two  recent  studies  on  the  church  school. 

One  study  shows  that  more 
congregations  have  a  church  school 
enrollment  of  25-49  than  any  other 
enrollment  category.  Some  8,048  or  20.9 
percent  of  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  fall  into  that  category. 

A  companion  study  on  church  school 
average  attendance  shows  the  largest 
grouping  of  churches,  6,314  or  16.4 
percent  of  all  congregations,  average  50- 
74  persons.  Close  behind  are  6,123 


churches,  or  15.9  percent,  with 
average  attendance  of  35-49. 

The  two  studies  on  the  church  school 
were  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Alan  K. 
Waltz,  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
and  published  in  Research  Information 
Brief,  of  which  he  is  editor.  The  studies 
use  1979  denominational  statistics,  the 
most  recent  available. 

In  terms  of  enrollment,  the  second 
largest  category  after  the  25-49  group 
was  that  of  50-74  people,  of  which  there 
were  6,249  churches  or  16.3  percent. 

The  third  largest  category,  enrollment 
of  100-149,  included  5,260  or  13.7  percent 
of  all  churches.  A  total  of  23,065 
churches,  60  percent  of  the  total, 


reported  fewer  than  100  enrolled. 
However,  Dr.  Waite  pointed  out,  those 
920  churches  with  an  enrollment  of  500  or 
more  accounted  for  17.4  percent  of  the 
total  number  of  persons  enrolled  in 
United  Methodist  church  schools. 

The  church  with  the  largest  enrollment 
was  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Richardson,  Texas,  with  5,538.  Some 
2,214  churches  or  5.8  percent  reported  no 
church  school  enrollment. 

The  other  study  showed  10  percent  of 
all  congregations,  or  3,856,  had  an 
average  attendance  at  church  school  of  1- 
14.  A  total  of  2,880  churches,  or  7.5 
percent,  reported  no  church  school 
attendance  in  1979.  More  than  half  of  the 
churches,  20,421,  reported  an  average 


attendance  of  fewer  than  50  and  78.5 
percent,  30,198  churches,  had  an  average 
attendance  of  fewer  than  100. 

Largest  average  attendance,  1,573,  is 
reported  by  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

The  studies  also  show  total  church 
school  attendance  for  the  denomination 
was  2,150,980  as  of  Dec.  31,  1979,  which 
was  50.9  percent  of  church  school 
enrollment  of  4,222,229. 

By  way  of  comparison,  Dr.  Waltz  said, 
the  denominationwide  average  atten¬ 
dance  in  church  school  in  1969  (the 
first  full  reporting  year  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church)  was  3,464,689,  which 
was  55.4  percent  of  the  enrollment  of 
6,251,642. 


CLASSIFIED 


WHAT  DID  JOHN  WESLEY  SAY  about  Evan¬ 
gelism?  Lifestyle  questions?  Prayer  and  devotional 
life?  Social  and  economical  vision'’  The  institutional 
church?  Theology  and  doctrine’’  Explore  these 
questions  at  the  Good  News  Convo  ’81.  July  20-23. 
1981  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania.  For  information 
write  308  East  Main  Street,  Wilmore,  KY  40390. 


TALENTED  MUSICIAN :  ' Accepting  a  limited 
number  of  bookings  for  concerts,  revivals,  and 
witness  of  God’s  goodness  and  support  1  can 
"personalize"  programs  for  special  occasions  if 
appropriate  data  is  furnished  well  in  advance.  For 
more  information  contact  Gary  Huddleston,  P.O. 
Box  3274;  San  Angelo,  Texas  76902  (  915  )  655-5297 
(evenings) 


GREEN  THUMB  GARDENER  needed  for  landscape 
maintenance  in  unique  retirement  community 
Relaxed  living,  modest  compensation  Bristol 
Village.  Waverly,  Ohio  45690 


WANTED;  Minister  of  Program  and  Outreach. 
Downtown  church  in  Denver,  Colorado  —  approxi¬ 
mately  1100  members.  Principal  responsibility  . 
starting  and  developing  creative  and  distinctive 
programs.  Salary  negotiable.  Call  (303  )  839-1493 


Kansas  UM  mother  of  eight  1 981 6 mom  of  the  year 9 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Henrietta  Jean 
Crouch,  a  61-year-old  mother  of  eight 
from  Topeka,  Kan.,  was  chosen 
America's  1981  Mother  of  the  Year. 

She  received  the  award  at  the  46th 
annual  American  Mothers,  Inc. 
conference  here  at  the  Waldorf  Astoria. 

The  organization  selects  the  annual 
Mother  of  the  Year  on  the  basis  of 
character,  religious  activities,  civil 
responsibility,  and  achievements  of  her 
children. 

Mrs.  Crouch,  a  United  Methodist,  is 
active  in  her  church  and  community 
family  health  activities.  She  was 
widowed  twice  before  she  was  25  and  had 
a  young  son  to  support.  Her  third 
husband,  Dr.  William  Crouch,  a 
pediatrician,  adopted  her  son  and  the 
couple  had  seven  more  children.  Thr 


children,  now  aged  23  through  40,  include 
two  physicians,  a  nurse,  a  businessman, 
homemakers,  and  a  musician-actor. 

“I’m  overwhelmed,”  said  Mrs.  Crouch, 
wiping  tears  and  hugging  the  bouquet  of 
pink  roses  presented  to  her  as  the  winning 
mother.  "My  family  was  told  last  night, 
and  they  all  arranged  to  be  here.” 

"One  of  the  greatest  rewards  of  being  a 
mother  has  been  to  see  all  our  children 
mature  into  responsible  adults,  ”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Crouch  noted  that  “church  has 
been  very  important  to  our  family.  All 
the  children  went  to  Sunday  school,  sang 
in  the  choir.  Some  of  the  children  are  still 
active  United  Methodists;  others  are  now 
in  dther  churches.  My  husband  and  I  are 
youth  advisors." 

“Having  a  church  home  is  important,” 


she  said.  “When  children  are  old  enough 
to  make  their  own  decision,  I  believe  they 
should  have  the  right  to  choose  their  own 
church.  We  all  worship  the  same  God." 

Mrs.  Crouch  said  one  of  her  most 
rewarding  experiences  as  a  mother  was 


seeing  a  son,  once  considered  borderline 
retarded  but  . later  diagnosed  as  having 
dyslexia,  graduate  from  college  and 
become  successful  in  a  career.  She  said 
her  major  community  effort  has  been  in 
the  field  of  birth  defect  prevention. 


TM/UMR  series  wins  merit  award 


PHILADELPHIA  —  A  three-part 
series  on  sexual  harassment  in  United 
Methodist  seminaries  which  appeared  in 
The  Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter  last  spring  has  won  a  top  award 
for  in-depth  coverage  of  a  current  issue. 

The  Associated  Church  Press  (ACP) 
award  of  merit  was  presented  at  a 
banquet  here  May  7  for  the  articles 
written  by  TM/UMR  Managing  Editor 
Sharon  Mielke. 


The  judges’  citation  regarding  the 
articles  which  ran  for  three  consecutive 
weeks  last  March,  said  stories  were 
“interesting  and  thorough,  showed  good 
use  of  anecdotes  and  quotes  and  were 
courageous.” 

The  ACP  is  an  association  of  more  than 
115  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
publications  from  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
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Cuban  policy  at  odds  with  Christian  ‘liberators’  j  the  church  today 


MAY  15,  1981 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HAVANA  _  —  The  young  men  from 
Nicaragua  lustily  sang  their  songs  of 
revolution,  the  guitar  and  voices  raising 
the  plea  for  justice  for  the  oppressed. 

But  instead  of  singing  in  a  Sandinista 
encampment,  they  were  singing  in  the 
basement  of  a  Methodist  church  here. 

The  men  have  been  sent  by  their 
revolutionary  government  to  attend 
school  in  Cuba  for  three  years.  These 
young  men  are  dedicated  Marxists. 

But  they  also  are  Christians  who  —  in 
one  of  several  paradoxes  —  meet  here 
with  Cuban  Christians  who  are  forbidden 
by  law  to  be  members  of  the  Communist 
Party.  And,  Christians  who  for  all 
practical  purposes,  are  barred  from 
most  positions  of  leadership  in  Cuba 
because  of  their  faith. 

The  Nicaraguans  had  been  warned 
about  this  repression  of  the  church.  “I 
thought  it  would  be  much  worse,”  one 
said.  "Things  are  quite  open,  but  ...” 
The  mood  of  the  Cuban  government 
seems  strange  to  them  when  Christians 
are  so  involved  in  liberation  movements 
throughout  Latin  America. 

How  long  can  Fidel  Castro  continue  to 
restrict  Christians  in  his  own  country 
while  making  speeches  in  other  Latin 
American  countries  saying  that 
Christianity  and  communism  can  go 
hand  in  hand?  they  asked. 

Many  people  here  feel  the  Cuban 
government  must  soon  change  its 
attitudes  about  its  own  Christian  people 
or  risk  losing  touch  with  other  Latin 
American  liberation  movements. 

There  was  a  great  sense  of  expectancy 
among  many  Christians  interviewed 
during  Holy  Week  this  year  that  what 
Christians  are  doing  and  saying  in  other 
countries  will  bring  dramatic 
improvements  for  Christians  in  Cuba. 

One  major  breakthrough  cited  by 
Christians  and  communist  officials  alike 
was  the  permission  granted  Christian 
engineers  to  leave  Cuba  to  work 
alongside  Christians  from  the  U.S.  and 
Poland  in  Kampuchea  (Cambodia). 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  U.S.  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
the  U.S.,  and  the  Ecumenical  Council  of 
Cuba,  managed  to  bring  about  that 


breakthrough,  they  said. 

"When  these  Christians  come  back 
from  Kampuchea,  they  will  be  seen  as 
people  who  can  do  important  things,” 
said  Dr.  Adolfo  Ham,  dean  of  the 
mainline  Protestant  seminary. 

The  communists  and  the  majority  of 
Cubans  who  aren’t  members  of  the  party 
will  ask  the  Christian  engineers 
questions.  And  Christians  such  as  Emilio 
Rodriquez  will  be  able  to  share  their 
personal  witness. 

“Everybody  has  a  social  responsibility 
to  their  own  country,”  said  Mr. 
Rodriguez,  a  hydraulic  engineer  who  will 
be  the  next  to  join  Christian  relief  and 


rebuilding  efforts  in  Kampuchea.  ‘‘I  will 
play  my  role  as  a  Christian  and  a 
Cuban.” 

Will  the  people  of  Kampuchea  know  he 
is  helping  them  because  of  his  Christian 
commitment?  “I  don’t  know  how  to  hide 
it.  I  am  a  Christian.  I  feel  this  way  and  I 
want  people  to  know  it. 

“I  never  was  quiet  about  my  religion. 
But  the  government  never  gave  me  any 
trouble.  We  Cuban  Christians  have  to  say 
‘yes’  to  the  humanitarian  parts  and  ‘no’ 
to  the  ideas  of  communism.  We  have  to 
show  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  do 
something  for  others  in  need.” 

His  being  allowed  to  become  an 


“internationalist”  is  the  latest  sign  of 
freedom,  he  said. 

The  “Internationale,”  the  worldwide 
communist  anthem,  has  a  verse  th^t 
states,  “No  more  gods,  no  more 
saviours;  we  will  save  ourselves,”  Mr. 
Rodriguez  said.  He  said  that  verse  is  no 
longer  sung  in  Cuba. 

Said  Jose  Carneado,  the  Communist 
Party’s  liaison  to  cultural  groups: 
Atheism  is  a  conclusion  that  many  people 
draw  as  a  result  of  Marxist  thinking;  it  is 
not  a  necessary  part  of  Marxist  thinking. 
“We  are  a  socialist  state,  not  an  atheist 
state.” 
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Dr.  Dickinson 


David  Villalonga,  a  26-year-old  Cuban  veterinarian,  is  working  on  a  massive  Church  World  Service  project  to  innoculate 
Kampuchea’s  cattle.  Many  cattle  are  weak  or  dying  from  a  variety  of  cattle  diseases  including  anthrax  and  hoof  and  mouth 
disease.  The  cattle  are  needed  for  draft  animals  and  full  crop  production  cannot  be  attained  until  more  work  animals  such  as 
these  are  available. 

The  ability  of  Cuban  Christians  to  work  alongside  Christians  from  the  U.S.  and  Poland  here  is  regarded  as  a  major 
breakthrough  to  increase  the  freedom  of  Christians  in  Cuba. 
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3  churches  yoke  in  prayer  covenant  for  Atlanta 


WEST  CHESTER,  Pa.  -  Churches 
in  Pennsylvania,  Georgia  and  Florida 
have  yoked  themselves  together  to 
pray  each  Sunday  for  the  murdered 
children’s  families  in  Atlanta. 

The  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
in  West  Chester,  Pa.,  Eastland  Road 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta, 
and  Childs  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Saint  Petersburg/  Fla., 
have  formed  a  covenant  to  pray  each 
Sunday  for  the  families  of  Atlanta, 
according  to  Rev.  Robert  L.  Jones, 
pastor. 


The  three  congregations  will  pause 
at  the  same  time  to  pray  for  a 
resolution  of  the  continuing  horror. 
Each  church’s  bell  will  be  rung  as 
many  times  as  the  number  of  children 
missing. 

The  three  churches  are  also 
assisting  the  United  Methodist 
Counseling  Center  of  Atlanta  which 
offers  free  guidance  to  the  families  of 
the  missing  children. 

Mr.  Jones  said  that  Grove  UMC’s 
council  on  ministries  asked  for  a  way 
to  involve  every  church  member  in 


concern  for  the  grieving  people  of 
Atlanta.  After  several  phone  calls, 
Mr.  Jones  made  contact  with  the  Rev. 
Gilbert  Steadham  of  the  Eastland 
Road  UMC  and  the  yoked  ministry 
was  started. 

“The  level  of  fear  and  frustration 
here,”  Mr.  Steadham  says,  “is 
unbelievable.  We  must  work  and  pray 
for  the  children  and  parents  of 
Atlanta.” 

Eastland  Road  UMC,  an  integrated 
congregation  in  a  predominantly 
black  community,  has  95  Sunday 


morning  worshippers  (see  TM/UMR 
April  3  issue). 

While  the  Atlanta  church’s  only 
recreational  facility  is  a  grassy  lot,  a 
paved  parking  lot  and  a  basketball 
backboard,  the  congregation  offers 
supervised  play  to  125  church  and 
neighborhood  youth. 

Childs  Park  UMC  is  also  a  church 
serving  a  changing  area.  The  Rev. 
Pat  Turner-Sharpton,  in  a  phone  call 
to  Mr.  Steadham,  pledged  his  church 
to  join  the  churches  in  this  covenant. 


New  president  announced 
for  Ohio  seminary 

DELAWARE,  Ohio  —  The  Rev.  Buford 
A.  Dickinson  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio  by  its  Board  of  Trustees,  Edward  C. 
Crouch,  chairman,  announced  May  5. 

Dr.  Dickinson,  47, 
is  currently  the 
vice  president  for 
development  at  the 
School  of  Theology 
at^  Claremont, 

Claremont,  Calif., 
where  he  has  been 
on  the  staff  since 
1964. 

He  is  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  with  a  bachelor’s 
degree  in  history;  Emory  University’s 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Bachelor  of 
Divinity;  and  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  where  he  received  the  Doctor 
of  Religion  in  1967  and  the  Ph.D.  in  1976. 

Dr.  Dickinson  will  assume  the  office  of 
president  of  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio  July  1.  He  succeeds  John 
W.  Dickhaut,  who  is  retiring  after 
serving  as  the  seminary’s  president 
since  its  founding  in  1959. 

In  rare  statement,  Mormons 
oppose  MX-missile  system 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  -  The  First 
Presidency  of  the  Mormon  Church  issued 
a  statement  last  week  opposing  the  MX 
missile  and  pleading  with  the  nation's 
leaders  to  find  an  alternative  to  the 
proposal  for  basing  the  system  in  Utah 
and  Nevada,  according  to  an  Associated 
Press  news  story. 

“Our  fathers  came  to  this  western  area 
to  establish  a  base  from  which  to  carry 
the  gospel  of  peace  to  the  peoples  of  the 
earth,”  the  church’s  three-member 
governing  body  said  in  a  rare  statement 
on  a  political  issue.  “It  is  ironic,  and  a 
denial  of  the  very  essence  of  that  gospel, 
that  in  this  same  general  area  there 
should  be  constructed  a  mammoth 
weapons  system  potentially  capable  of 
destroying  much  of  civilization,”  said  the 
statement  from  the  church  President 
Spencer  W.  Kimball 
Annual  conferences  vote 
on  five  amendments 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  spring  ritual,  the  annual 
conference,  is  now  underway  having 
started  in  Roark,  Ky.,  and  Lancaster, 
N.H.,  and  set  to  end  June  26  in  Lakeside, 
Ohio. 

In  the  process,  upwards  of  35,000 
clergy  and  an  equal  number  of  lay 
representatives  will  gather  at  73  sites 
around  the  nation  to  share  fellowship, 
sing  and  hear  sermons,  ordain  some 
ministers  and  retire  others,  plan  for 
another  year’s  work  in  their  particular 
region  and  vote  on  five  proposed 
amendments  to  the  denomination’s 
constitution. 

The  amendments  were  passed  by  the 


1980  General  Conference  and  referred  to 
the  annual  conferences  for  ratification. 
To  win  final  approval,  each  amendment 
must  receive  a  two-thirds  affirmative 
majority  of  all  the  aggregate  vote  in  the 
annual  conferences  in  the  U.S.,  Puerto 
Rico,  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Philippines. 

Religious  vigil  for  ERA 
announced  for  June  30 

NEW  YORK  -  Using  the  “pillar  of 
fire”  from  the  story  of  Exodus  as  a 
symbol,  the  Religious  Committee  for; 
ERA  (RCERA)  is  planning  a  national 
prayer  vigil  for  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  outside  the  White  House  on 
Tuesday  evening,  June  30,  the  day  which 
begins  the  final  year  of  the  national  ERA; 
“countdown”. 

“These  are  times  when  women  and 
men  struggling  to  win  guaranteed  equal 
rights  find  themselves  in  a  dark  political 
desert,”  said  Rev.  Delores  Moss, 
national  coordinator  of  the  religious 
committee.  “We  will  continue  to  forge 
ahead  for  justice  and  equality  just  as  our 
forebears  have  for  centuries  past,"  she 
concluded. 

Association  for  local  church 
communicators  is  formed 

DALLAS  (CRS)  —  Fellowship,  skill 
training  and  “keeping  up  with  the  state- 
of-the-art  in  communications 
technology"  were  the  top  concerns 
voiced  by  the  new  Association  of  Local 
Church  Communicators  (ALCC)- 
organized  here  in  late  April. 

“This  local  church  focused  association 
intends  to  provide  the  arena  for 
fellowship,  training  and  common 
services  across  denominational  and 
regional  lines,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Robertson.  “Thousands  of  local  church 
communicators  wear  several  hats.  Most 
local  church  newsletter  editors  are  also . 
the  pastor  or  the  secretary  or  a  Sunday  . 
School  teacher  and  do  not  qualify  for ; 
membership  in  professional  communi-; 
cation  associations. 

CORRECTION 

The  story  in'TM/UMR's  May  1  issue 
headlined  “Court  rules  out  lay  limit"  — ; 
regarding  the  overturning  of  a  verdict  by 
the  Judicial  Council  on  the  grounds  of 
error  in  the  trial  procedure  —  incorrectly 
states  that  the  presiding  bishop  met  with 
members  of  the  trial  court  “without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  defendant  or 
defense  counsel.” 

According  to  the  analysis  of  Judicial 
Council  decision  No.  497,  “there  is 
general  agreement  such  a  meeting  did 
take  place,  but  there  is  some  question  as 
to  whether  or  not  counsel  for  the  accused 
agreed  to  such  a  meeting  without  his 
presence.  Actually,  this  question  is 
irrelevant  since  the  Discipline  makes  no 
provision  for  the  waiving  of  this  right  and 
does  not  authorize  the  presiding  officer  to 
ask  for  such  waiver."  TM/UMR  regrets 
the  error. 


Task  force  identifies  areas 


Native  Americans  enigma  to  many 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Impressed 
with  their  own  lack  of  knowledge  about 
Native  American  history  and  problems 
—  and  the  church’s  role  in  them  —  a 
United  Methodist  staff  committee  agreed 
here  in  late  April  to  make  such 
information  widely  available  across  the 
church. 

The  Native  American  consultation  task 
force  has  identified  33  of  the  73  U.S. 
conferences  as  having  sufficient 
concentrations  of  Indians  to  have  or  to 
need  ministries  with  them.  It  said  all 
conferences  would  get  information  from 
a  May  session  so  they  could  be  aware  of 
the  issues  and  of  potential  ministries. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Fassett  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  staff  outlined  the  history  of 
Native  Americans,  featuring  encounters 
with  both  church  and  government. 

He  asserted  the  church  has  acted  both 
“in  collusion  with”  and  outside  of 
government  interests,  reiterating  an 
earlier  statement  that  the  key  to  the 
survival  of  Indian  culture  is  that 
"mission  management  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  must  clearly  decide 
whether  its  interest  in  Indians  is  to 
convert  them  to  Christianity  or 


capitalism.” 


Mr.  Fassett  recalled  one  of  the 
white/Indian  conflicts  during  the 
colonial  period  was  over  land,  because 
the  Indians  were  willing  to  share  the 
land,  based  on  use,  not  ownership. 

During  the  nation’s  first  century,  he 
said,  Indians  were  not  counted  as 
humans;  treaties  were  developed 
between  “sovereign  nations,”  though 
these  were  often  breached  in  an  era  of 
“manifest  destiny.”  During  that  period, 
he  held,  the  church  was  “hand-in-hand 
with  the  government  in  the  conquest  of 
Indians,”  and  Methodist  circuit  riders 
were  involved  because  they  moved  with 
others  into  new  frontiers. 

After  the  Civil  War,  said  Mr.  Fassett, 
the  “peace  commission"  gave  control 
over  Indian  country  to  the  religious 
denominations,  who  had  been  working  to 
educate  the  natives  but  now  relinquished 
that. 

Religion  played  a  major  role,  he 
asserted,  as  the  U.S.  “intentionally 
exterminated"  the  buffalo,  which  were  a 
center  of  Indian  religious  experiences,  as 
well  as  food,  shelter  and  clothing;  then 
the  religious  leaders  were  captured  and 
religious  practices  were  made  illegal. 
When  that  didn’t  work,  he  said,  the  next 


Indians  through  genocide  and 
assimilation. 

He  cited  developments  such  as  ending 
the  signing  of  treaties,  taking  Indian  land 
for  homesteads,  extending  U.S. 
citizenship  to  “citizens  of  sovereign 
nations";  decreeing  tribal  government 
by  elected  councils,  generally  at  odds 
with  traditional  Indian  practices; 
termination  of  tribes. 

Newer  developments,  he  said,  include 
current  court  suits  to  regain  Indian  lands 
lost  in  various  ways;  challenges  to  tribal 
jurisdiction  over  criminal  and  civil  laws; 
changes  in  Supreme  Court  interpretation 
of  treaties. 

The  chief  conflict  today,  Mr.  Fassett 
pointed  out,  is  again  economic,  since 
Indian  reservations  own  an  estimated  35 
percent  of  the  nation’s  energy  resources, 
including  a  major  share  of  its  uranium 
deposits. 

Another  conflict  he  noted  is  over 
population  figures,  since  the  1970  census 
reported  792,730  Indians  in  the  U.S.,  an 
increase  of  51  percent  in  10  years,  with  an 
estimate  of  1.2  million  for  1980.  He  and 
others  called  this  a  serious  undercount; 
they  estimated  8  to  12  million  Native 


Bob  Bushong 


step  was  “systematic  extermination”  of  Americans  now. 


Handcrafted  altarware 
to  shine  in  Hawaii 

Bob  Bushong,  of  Waynesville,  N.C.,  formerly  North  American 
vice-president  of  the  Massey-Ferguson  Company,  is  becoming 
increasingly  known  for  his  artistry  in  oil  painting,  stained  glass 
windows,  wood  carving  and  metal  art  work.  But,  for  the  past 
several  months  he  has  been  hand  crafting  21  crosses  and  pairs  of 
candles tands  that  will  bring  his  work  before  a  global  audience. 

An  estimated  3,500  persons  will  attend  the  centennial  World 
Methodist  Conference  this  July  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  On  the 
opening  night  the  large  conference  hall  on  Waikiki  Beach  will  be 
ringed  by  21  altars  from  which  celebrants  from  around  the 
world  will  serve  Holy  Communion  to  the  entire  assembly.  Upon 
those  altars/  will  stand  the  hand-rubbed,  gold-gilt  highlighted 
walnut  crosses  and  candlestands  made  by  Bob  Bushong. 

He  personally  selected  the  wood  for  the  crosses  from  a  walnut 
tree  near  the  headquarters  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  at 
Lake  Junaluska  which  has  probably  been  growing  for  most  of 
the  100  years  which  will  be  celebrated  on  July  21. 

From  Honolulu  the  sets  of  altarware,  each  bearing  a  brass 
plate  signifying  that  it  was  used  at  the  centennial  conference  of 
world  Methodism,  will  travel  to  Methodist  churches  in  every 
corner  of  the  earth. 

One  set,  for  example,  will  go  to  a  cluster  of  four  churches  in 
central  Africa  —  Zaire,  Zimbabwe,  Angola  and  Mozambique  — 
to  be  rotated  for  use  at  important  ecclesial  events. 

Bob  is  an  active  member  of  First  UMC,  Waynesville,  a 
member  of  its  administrative  board,  and  president  of  jhe 
Waynesville  United  Methodist  Men’s  organization. 

WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL  PHOTO 


One  of  Abingdon’s 
most  popular  series 
is  now  complete. 
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Add  These  Three  Reliable  New  Resources  to  Your  Collection! 


A  THEOLOGY  OF 
PREACHING:  THE 
DYNAMICS  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

A  *1111409  affirmation  of  the 
importance  of  preaching  aa  a 
theological  enterpriee. 

Preaching  gives  purpose  and  coher 
ence  to  theology.  In  this  volume,  Dr 
Lischer  shows  how  theology  informs 
preaching  and  how  preaching  brings  the 
dynamics  of  the  gospel  to  its  final  form  and 
expression. 

Richard  Lischer  is  assistant  professor  of 
homiletics  at  Duke  University  Divinity 
School.  Paper.  $4  95 


INTEGRATIVE  PREACHING: 
THE  PULPIT  AT  THE  CENTER 

A  practical  eiamination  of  the  pulpit 
In  relation  to  other  paatoral 
function*. 

This  volume  will  provide  you  with  a 
deeper  understanding  of  the  dynamics 
between  preaching  and  administration, 
counseling,  study,  visitation,  and  teach¬ 
ing.  "A  working  knowledge”  of  the 
concept  of  “integrative  preaching”  will 
improve  your  sermons  and  open  up  new 
opportunities  for  expression. 

William  H  Willimon,  pastor  and  author,  is 
a  visiting  professor  of  liturgy  and  worship 
at  Duke  University.  Paper,  $4  95 


PREACHING  BIBLICALLY: 
EXEGESIS  AND 
INTERPRETATION 

A  simple  methodology  by  which  one 
can  construct  an  authentically 
biblical  sermon. 

Dr  Thompson  presents  a  clear,  concise 
explanation  of  what  true  biblical  preach¬ 
ing  is  He  brings  together  for  the  first  time 
all  the  principles  and  techniques  of  biblical 
exegesis  and  interpretation  needed  for 
transferring  these  concepts  into  serrpon 
form. 

William  D  Thompson,  professor  of 
preaching  at  Eastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Philadelphia,  is  the  editor  of 
the  Abingdon  Preacher’s  Library  Series 
Paper,  $4.95 


Other  Volumes  in  the  Complete 
Abingdon  Preacher’s  Library: 

Edited  by  William  D.  Thompson 

Crsativs  Preaching:  Finding  th*  Words  by 

Elizabeth  Achtemeler 

Designing  the  Sermon:  Ordsr  snd  Move' 
ment  In  Preaching  by  James  Earl  Massey 
Liberation  Preaching:  Tbs  Pulpit  sad  the 
Oppressed  by  Justo  L.  and  Catherine  Gunsalus 
Gonzalez 

The  Person  in  the  Pulpit:  Preaching  as 
Caring  by  Willard  F.  Jabusch 
Preaching  as  Communication:  An  Interper 
sonal  Perspective  by  Myron  R  Charter 
The  Preaching  Moment:  A  Guide  to  Sermon 
Delivery  by  Charles  L  Bartow 
The  Preaching  Tradition:  A  Brief  History  by 
DeWltte  T  Holland 
Th*  Sermon  as  God's  Word:  Theologies  for 
Preaching  by  Robert  W  Duke 
Tbs  Word  In  Worship:  Preaching  In  a  Utur 
gical  Contest  by  William  Skudlarek 

Each  book,  $4.95,  paper 


ol  your  cokeitury  bookrfore 


During  National  Secretaries* 
Week,  the  Cabinet  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Church  was  in 
session  and  honored  the  secretary  of 
the  Cabinet,  Harvey  Williamson. 
Cabinet  Chairman  W.  D.  Boddie  is 
I  shown  presenting  the  rose  of 
appreciation. 
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Asbury  holds  mission’s  School 
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El  Salvador  was  the  subject  of  the 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Natchitoches’  Breakfast  School  of 
Christian  Missions. 

The  school  focused  on  the  people  of 
Latin  America,  with  a  special  emphasis 
on  El  Salvador. 

Corea n  Green  of  the  Asbury  church 
was  the  instructor  for  the  class  and 
developed  the  discussion  through 
displays  of  current  news  clippings, 
maps,  the  Bible,  specific  New  World 
Outlook  and  Response  Journals  with  the 
book  "The  Cry  Of  My  People”  Green 
also  included  a  filmstrip  on  Latin 
America. 

Also  at  the  school  was  Carmen  Demp, 
a  native  of  El  Salvador  and  a  student  at 
Northwestern  State  University  in 
Natchitoches.  Demp  explained  general 
concepts  about  her  native  country. 

The  Breakfast  School  of  Christian 
Missions  was  held  for  three  consecutive 
Sunday  mornings  for  2  hours  each 
morning  with  the  meals  being  prepared 
by  the  members  of  the  Work  Area 
Missions. 

Planners  for  the  school  were 
Winderlean  Lewis,  chair,  Diasy  Jones, 
Gladys  Woodson,  Betty  Gasdner,  Vienna 
Gay,  Mary  Senese,  Hesddie  Rivers  and 
Charles  L.  Washington,  pastor. 


About  130  people  were  in.  attendance  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Annual 
Banquet  emphasizing  Evangelism  April  30.  The  banquet  was  held  at  the 
University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
meal  was  Dr.  Ron  Crandall  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

In  the  picture  above,  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Jack  Crooke,  is  shown  with 
the  Rev.  J.  D.  Pyles  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Jennings; 
Crandall;  Chris  Blanchard,  chairman  of  the  District  Board  of  Laity;  and  Jody 
Simmons,  chairman  of  the  District  Council  on  Ministries. 
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Parsonettes 9 
Luncheon  set 

The  Parsonettes  Luncheon  will  be  held 
June  3,  at  the  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  at  12:30  p.m.  The 
Rev.  Ryan  Horton  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  Luncheon.  Cost  for  the 
meal  will  be  $4.00  per  person. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Crowley  are 
shown  with  some  of  the  baby  layettes  they  have  made  to  send  to  the  Ganta  UMC 
Hospital  in  Liberia,  West  Africa. 


Participants  at  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church’s  Breakfast  School  of 
Christian  Missions  were  Winderlean  Lewis,  chair.  Claire  Salter,  Carmen  Demp  and 
Corean  Green. 
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Contractor  signed  for  new  headquarters 


The  contract  for  the  new  headquarters 
building  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Conference  has  been  signed 
with  Southern  Builders. 

Members  of  the  Building  Committee 
and  William  Hughes,  architect  expressed 
satisfaction  that  die  amount  of  the 
contract  is  a  "good,  reasonable  figure.” 

Construction  is  expected  to  begin  as 
soon  as  equipment  is  moved  to  the  site. 
Shop  drawings  have  been  completed  and 
steel  orders  have  been  received,  among 
other  things  necessary  for  the  initiation 
of  construction. 

Southern  Builders  expects  the  project 
to  be  completed  in  nine  months. 

The  Headquarters  Building  Committee 
received  authority  to  proceed  with  plans 


on  the  new  building  at  the  last  Annual 
Conference.  Since  then,  plans  have  been 
completed  and  approved  and  property 
was  purchased  at  the  corner  of  North 
Boulevard  and  Sixth  Street. 

Ground  breaking  ceremonies  were 
held  March  15. 1981. 

With  the  finalization  of  the  bidding  and 
the  signing  of  the  contract,  all  the  major 
steps  ha vp  hppn  taken  s n  that  the 
building  may  now  be  completed. 

The  building  committee  will  make  a 
report  to  the  Annual  Conference 
concerning  the  cost  and  financing  for  the 
new  headquarters. 

The  new  building  will  contain 
approximately  11,000  square  feet  and  will 
be  contained  within  three  stories  with 


attic  space  for  expansion  and  storage. 

Offices  contained  within  the  structure 
will  be  located  on  the  Ground  Floor,  the 
Main  Floor  and  the  Top  Floor. 

The  Ground  Floor  will  house  the  offices 
of  the  Council  on  Ministries,  the  Director 
of  Financial  Affairs,  the  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  and  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Foundation. 

The  Bishop’s  office,  the  Cabinet  Room 
and  a  large  meeting  room  will  occupy  the 
Main  Floor. 

The  Top  Floor  will  encompass  the  two 
Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendents, 
the  Audio-Visual  Library  and  the 
printing  and  mailing  equipment. 

A  parking  lot  will  be  located  beghind 
the  structure  and  will  have  a  25-car 
capacity. 
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In  the  picture  on  the  left,  members  of  the  building  committee 
are  seen  receiving  the  bids  for  the  new  conference  offices.  The 
persons  shown  are:  (clockwise  from  center)  Luther  Jordan, 
chairman  of  the  building  committee;  Jack  and  Bill  Terrel  of 
Southern  Builders;  William  Huges.  architects:  Dr.  Jimmie 


Caraway.  Director  of  Financial  Affairs,  and  Dr.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Melthodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

In  the  picture  on  the  right.  Jordan,  Caraway  and  Hearn  meet 
with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  after  the  bids  were  received. 
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Editorials 

Election  Committee’s  action  adds 
to  new  mission  head’s  problems 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Jesus’  whole  life  was  6  a  miracle  of  grace’ 


Truly  we  see  God’s  word,  found  in  the 


A  process  started  nearly  a  year  ago 
should  be  completed  today  with  the 
election  of  Dr  Randolph  Nugent  to  head 
United  Methodism’s  largest  general 
program  agency  —  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (see  TM/UMR,  March 
6,  April  10,  April  17,  May  15,  and 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Members  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM),  who  elect 
the  top  executives  of  our  denomination’s 
national  program  agencies,  were 
instructed  to  return  their  mail  ballots 
favoring  or  opposing  Dr.  Nugent’s 
election  no  later  than  May  22.  Since  he 
was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  board’s 
personnel  committee,  the  board’s 
nominee  by  a  margin  of  more  than  3-to-l, 
and  his  election  was  recommended  by 
GCOM’s  General  Secretaries  Election 
Committee,  Dr.  Nugent’s  election  is  a 
virtual  certainty. 

Consequently,  today  should  be  a  day  of 
rejoicing  for  Dr.  Nugent  and  for  United 
Methodism.  Instead,  serious  questions 
raised  about  the  process  by  which  he  was 
nominated  linger  on,  and  they  are  likely 
to  plague  Dr.  Nugent  everywhere  he 
turns  for  months  —  or  years  —  to  come. 

The  GCOM  General  Secretaries 
Election  Committee  sent  out  its  mail 
ballot  to  all  GCOM  members  along  with  a 
letter  describing  Dr.  Nugent  as 
“eminently  qualified’’  and 
recommending  his  election.  Also 
enclosed,  however,  was  another 
document  which  roundly  criticizes  the 
process  by  which  Dr.  Nugent  was 
nominated. 

That  document  is  a  letter  from  the 
elections  committee  chairman  to  the 
President  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  criticisms  included:  (1) 
‘‘woefully  inadequate”  documentation  of 
the  process,  thereby  ‘‘suggesting  that  the 
search  was  not  undertaken  seriously”; 
and  (2)  known  facts  about  the  search 
process  which  “create  the  impression 
that  the  decision  may  have  been  made 
before  the  search  was  begun.” 

The  letter  concludes:  ‘‘We  are 
concerned  that,  if  Dr.  Nugent  is  elected, 
he  be  able  to  serve  as  effectively  as  his 
credentials  suggest  he  might.  The 
clumsiness  of  the  search  process  does 
nothing  to  increase  the  likelihood  of  that 
happening.  For  the  General  Beard’s 
sake,  and  for  Dr.  Nugent’s  as  well,  it  is 
imperative  that  your  evaluation  of  him 
prior  to  his  renomination  next  fall  be 
thorough  and  careful  if  we  are  to 
recommend  his  re-election  with 
enthusiasm.” 

Given  the  highly  politicized 


We  believe  the  charges  by  the  heads  of 
United  Methodism’s  four  ethnic  minority 
caucuses  that  “racism”  is  the  basis  for 
opposition  to  the  nomination  of  the  Rev. 
Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr.  for  General 
Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (see  TM/UMR,  May  15  and 
preceding  editorial)  are  ill-conceived, 
and  detrimental  both  to  the 
denomination  and  Dr.  Nugent. 

The  nomination  of  Dr.  Nugent  has 
received  some  general  resistance  and 
has  been  openly  opposed  by  the  unofficial 
UM  evangelical  caucus.  However,  there 
is  no  evidence  to  suggest  that  opposition 
is  anything  other  than  what  it  is 
presented  to  be:  a  challenge  to  Dr. 
Nugent’s  qualifications  and  a  dislike  for 
what  opponents  perceive  as  his  record  of 
placing  a  “disproportionate  emphasis  on 
social  action.” 

We  consider  it  likely  that  some  degree 
of  racism  may  motivate  some  persons 
who  have  opposed  Dr.  Nugent’s 
nomination.  However,  we  consider  it 
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atmosphere  out  of  which  Dr.  Nugent’s 
selection  and  nomination  emerged, 
coupled  now  with  such  a  devastating 
critique  of  the  search  process,  we  fail  to 
understand  how  the  GCOM  Elections 
Committee  could,  in  good  conscience, 
recommend  the  hasty  finalization  of  that 
process  via  Dr.  Nugent’s  election.  Would 
not  all  concerned  —  the  church  in 
general,  the  mission  board,  and  Dr. 
Nugent  —  be  better  served  if  questions 
regarding  the  integrity  of  the  search 
process  were  fully  resolved  prior  to  an 
election  taking  place? 

The  GCOM  committee’s  action  to  push 
ahead  despite  the  serious  reservations 
which  were  expressed,  is  likely  to 
heighten  GCOM’s  image  as  an  agency 
which  has  the  authority,  but  lacks  the 
backbone,  to  hold  other  general  agencies 
accountable.  It  raises  the  serious 
question  of  what  real  benefit  is 
accomplished  by  submitting  nominations 
to  the  GCOM  for  approval,  other  than 
distinguishing  between  elections 
recommended  with  or  without 
“enthusiasm.”  And  in  this  case,  the 
GCOM’s  involvement  appears  to  have 
resulted  in  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  personnel  search  process 
being  found  grossly  inadequate  and  yet 
approved,  and  Dr.  Nugent’s  nomination 
and  election  being  seriously  tainted. 

Dr.  Nugent  can  ill-afford  to  assume 
what  is  surely  one  of  our  church’s  most 
difficult  tasks  while  occupying  a 
defensive  posture.  Yet  he  appears  to 
have  little  choice  under  the 
circumstances.  Rather  than  confronting 
and  helping  to  resolve  serious  credibility 
problems  identified  in-  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  search  process,  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  has  now 
compounded  those  problems  and  brought 
into  question  its  own  credibility. 

Our  church  deserves  a  better  fate, 
especially  when  the  subject  is  our 
mission  board.  However,  it  will  no  doubt 
survive.  The  church’s  foundation  is, 
fortunately,  deep  enough  to  withstand 
any  threats  to  its  survival  that  may  be 
posed  by  human  blunders. 

We  should  pray  for  God’s  special 
guidance  on  our  church,  its  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
especially  its  probable  new  leader,  Dr. 
Randolph  Nugent,  in  the  days  which  lie 
immediately  ahead.  Perhaps  if  his  new 
ministry  is  undergirded  by  prayers  and 
other  forms  of  support  from  persons 
across  the  church,  Dr.  Nugent  will  be 
able  to  lead  our  church’s  mission  arm 
effectively  despite  the  tarnished  process 
by  which  he  has  come  to  occupy  that 
position. 


apparent  that  this  opposition  is  not 
basically  racial  in  nature.  A  review  of 
personnel  decisions  for  United 
Methodism’s  general  agencies  over  the 
past  several  years  indicates  that  ethnic 
minority  persons  have  been  very  fairly 
represented  in  top  executive  positions. 

We  believe  an  unfortunate  implication 
of  the  statement  by  leaders  of  the  ethnic 
caucuses  is  that  any  opposition  to  the 
nomination  of  any  ethnic  minority  person 
is  likely  to  be  considered  evidence  of 
“racism.”  That  is  a  patently  reckless 
suggestion  which  is  likely  to  create 
unnecessary  feelings  of  racial  hostility 
among  United  Methodists  of  all  colors. 

We  believe  those  whose  statement 
pointed  the  finger  of  “racism”  at  others 
have  done  a  disservice  to  the  very  person 
they  sought  to  help  —  without  making 
any  positive  contribution  to  his  being 
elected,  or  to  the  fulfillment  of  his 
demanding  responsibilities  in  the  likely 
event  that  he  is  elected. 

It  will  be  an  important  day  for  our 
church  when  the  candidacy  of  an  ethnic 
minority  person  for  a  position  can  be 
opposed,  as  well  as  supported,  without 
charges  of  “racism”  being  leveled. 

Obviously,  that  day  still  has  not 
arrived. 


By  HAROLD  BURKHARDT 
Recently  a  fascinating  saga  of  nature’s 
way  has  unfolded  in  a  large  cactus 
outside  my  window.  A  cardinal  decided 
to  build  her  nest  in  the  cactus.  In  due 
course,  the  four  speckled  eggs  hatched, 
and  a  mass  of  skin,  bones  and  a  few 
feathers  filled  that  temporary  home 
nestled  safely  in,  what  was  at  best,  a 
thorny  situation  in  the  world  around 
There  was  nurture,  protection  and 
caring,  with  food  from  both  the 
flamboyant  father  who  always  took  time 
out  to  sing  a  bit  after  delivering  a  worm, 
and  the  mother,  who  seemed  to  tend  to 
her  business  more  earnestly. 

But  then  the  day  came.  One  of  the  four 
little  birds  made  it  up  to  the  edge  of  the 
nest,  and  with  coaxing  and  caring  finally 
made  its  way  from  its  sticky 
environment  to  waxy  smooth  shrubs 
below.  Then  one  by  one,  the  whole  family 
gathered  up  in  the  oak  tree  nearby, 
which  was  sort  of  a  halfway-house,  until 
feathers  were  full,  and  the  feelings  were 
firm  about  “leaving  the  nest.”  The  next 
day  they  were  gone,  taking  their 
intended  place  in  nature’s  plan  of  things 
How  closely  this  parallels  the 
experience  of  many  of  those  we  serve  at 
the  Methodist  Mission  Home  in  our  two 
programs,  the  Southwest  Maternity 
Center  and  the  Southwest  Center  for  the 
Hearing  Impaired.  They  face  “thorny” 


To  the  Editor: 

On  the  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Glenn 
Smital  headlined  “We  need  to  examine 
more  closely  what  Jesus  had  to  say  about 
the  cosmic  laws,”  (see  TM/UMR,  April 
24)  I  would  like  to  make  a  few 
observations. 

According  to  my  dictionary,  a  miracle 
is  "an  event  or  action  that  apparently 
contradicts  known  scientific  laws.” 

In  that  sense,  every  time  Jesus 
displayed  power  foreign  to  the 
understanding  of  His  generation,  it  was  a 
miracle.  It  proved  to  those  of  His  age, 
and  to  me,  that  He  was  and  still  is  master 
of  all.  In  John  1:1-5,  we  read  that  Jesus, 
the  Word,  was  a  partner  with  God  in  all  of 
creation.  Since  He  was  the  Creator,  He 
had  the  right  and  the  power  to  set  aside 
the  norm  when  such  action  furthered  His 
purposes. 

Jesus  even  told  His  disciples  they  too 
could  do  the  works  that  He  did,  “and 
greater  things  than  these.”  In  Jesus’ 
name,  they  did  go  forth  healing,  raising 
the  dead  and  withstanding  hardships  that 
would  have  “turned  off”  a  faith  not 
firmly  grounded  in  Christ. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Smital  that  God  has 
allowed  scientists  to  unlock  many  secrets 
of  His  universe,  tending  to  make  them 
seem  ordinary.  No  doubt  many  marvels 
are  yet  to  be  disclosed,  but  they  will 
always  be  subject  to  God’s  timetable  — 
not  man’s.  And  that  too  is  a  part  of  the 
miracle. 

The  mighty  works  of  Jesus, 
culminating  in  the  resurrection,  is  proof 
to  me  that  He  is  Lord.  The  whole  of  His 
earthly  sojourn,  from  birth  to  death,  was 
a  miracle  of  grace.  I  pray  that  Mr. 
Smital  and  all  who  agree  with  him,  may 
experience  yet  another  miracle  before  it 
is  too  late:  the  miracle  of  Jesus’ 
forgiving  and  redeeming  love! 

Enola  Feldman 
Garden  City,  Kansas 

Our  ideas  should  fit 

what  God  actually  did 

To  the  Editor: 

Glenn  Smital  (see  TM/UMR,  April  24) 
objects  to  the  miracles  of  Jesus  on  the 
basis  that  “under  no  circumstances  can  I 
see  a  Creator  first  making  a  universe 
operating  under  natural  law  and  then 
setting  aside  these  very  same  laws  to 
permit  a  miracle  to  occur.” 

Has  Mr.  Smital  considered  the  fact 
that,  since  a  miracle  is  by  definition  an 
event  which  occurs  contrary  to  the 
ordinary  operation  of  natural  law,  an 
ordered  universe  such  as  he  describes  is 
the  only  system  in  which  a  miracle  could 
take  place?  It  is  the  existence  of  the  rule 
that  makes  possible  the  exception.  Let  us 
not  first  decide  what  we  think  God  can  or 
should  do  and  then  try  to  fit  the  facts  into 
that  framework;  let  us  instead  check  the 
scriptures  to  find  out  what  God  actually 
does,  and  then  adjust  our  ideas 
accordingly. 

Let  us,  as  Mr.  Smital  suggests, 
examine  what  Jesus  actually  did  say:  "I 
have  shown  you  many  great  miracles 
from  the  Father  ...  Do  not  believe  me 
unless  I  do  what  my  Father  does.  But  if  I 
do  it,  even  though  you  do  not  believe  me, 
believe  the  miracles,  that  you  may  learn 
and  understand  that  the  Father  is  in  me 
and  I  in  the  Father”  (John  10:32,  37-38). 

Velma  McLeiland 
Downsville,  Louisiana 

Mr.  Smital  congratulated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  congratulate  Glenn 
Smital  on  his  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
headlined,  “We  need  to  examine  more 
closely  what  Jesus  had  to  say  about  the 
cosmic  laws,”  in  the  April  24  issue. 

Bryan  Hall 
Anthony,  New  Mexico 

Article  is  example  of 

misguided  editorial  policy 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  disturbed  recently  when  I  read 
the  “Here  I  Stand”  article  (TM/UMR, 
April  24)  by  Glenn  Smital  of  Stockton, 
Illinois,  which  seeks  to  discredit 
miracles. 


problems  —  the  unwed  mother  looking 
for  a  refuge,  and  the  hearing-impaired 
young  adult  grasping  for  some 
“handles”  to  start  an  independent  life. 
It’s  a  time  for  them  both  to  firm  up  their 
feelings  about  themselves  and  grow 
stronger,  so  as  to  take  their  place  in 
God’s  world.  Through  training, 
counseling,  and  supportive 
surroundings,  they  prepare  for  that  flight 
away  into  a  new  and  different  life  in 
God’s  plan  of  things. 

Ours  is  a  wondrous  ministry  that,  with 
the  help  of  God  and  those  who  support  us, 
has  been  made  possible  for  86  years.  And 
ours  is  but  one  of  many  institutions, 
created  and  sustained  by  your  gifts  to  the 
church,  which  help  persons  in  need  to 
become  the  whole  and  complete  persons 
God  intends  them  to  be. 


“My  Witness ”  fs  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  the  Rev. 
Harold  Burkhardt,  head  of  the  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “My 
Witness. “  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076. 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


I  realize  your  editorial  policy  is  to 
include  a  broad  spectrum  of  viewpoints.  I 
know  that  we  have  a  pluralism  of 
theological  beliefs  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  But  I  believe  this  article 
represents  too  broad  a  spectrum!  It  is  too 
pluralistic!  It  represents  an  unorthodox 
opinion  which  is  not  in  keeping  with  our 
United  Methodist  heritage.  It  is  another 
example  of  misguided  and  dangerous 
news  dissemination.  The  continued 
inclusion  of  such  articles  in  TM/UMR 
will  likely  cost  you  several  subscribers. 

As  a  pastor,  I  do  not  want  such 
material  coming  into  the  homes  of  my 
parishioners,  especially  in  a  United 
Methodist  periodical!  This  article  upset 
some  of  my  church  members.  I  can 
understand  why.  It  goes  against  the 
grain  of  what  I  am  seeking  to  preach, 
teach  and  accomplish  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Estell  R.  Casebier 
Radcliff,  Kentucky 

Miracles,  resurrection 
are  ‘very  essence9  of  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shocked  and  appalled  by  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Glenn  Smital, 
(TM/UMR,  April  24).  Mr.  Smital  uses 
the  phrases  “so-called  miracles,” 
“miracles  supposedly  performed,”  and 
“Jesus  apparently  said,"  in  reference  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  His  ministry.  He  makes 
an  outright  denial  of  the  validity  of  the 
Bible,  when  he  states  that  the  miracles 
described  therein  are  not  miracles  but 
cosmic  laws  which  we  need  to  master 
and  utilize  as  effectively  as  Jesus  did. 
How  dare  he  suggest  our  seminaries  be 
used  for  such. 

Does  Mr.  Smital  propose  to  place 
mankind  on  a  level  with  God?  Or,  does  he 
have  so  little  faith  that  he  must  justify  it 
with  scientific  facts  and  figures?  If  so, 
then  he  has  missed  the  entire  meaning  of 
Christian  faith  and  some  of  his 
statements  are  dangerously  close  to 
heresy. 

Thank  God.  I  do  not  need  a  computer 
print-out  sheet  to  tell  me  that  God  is  real 
and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  His  Son.  Thank 
God,  I  believe  in  miracles,  including  the 
miracle  of  the  resurrection,  and  do  not 
question  God’s  miracles  nor  His  wisdom 
in  performing  them.  My  faith  in  the  Word 
of  God  does  not  include  the  word 
“apparently”  in  reference  to  what  Jesus 
said,  nor  the  words  “so-called,”  and 
“supposedly”  when  speaking  of  His 
miracles.  I  can  but  stand  in  reverence, 
awe,  and  humility  before  my  God  who  so 
loved  the  world  that  He  gave  us  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  life,  death,  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus  is  not  “just”  a  central  fact  of 
Christianity  —  but  its  very  essence.  We 
are  saved  by  the  grace  of  God,  through 
belief  and  faith  in  His  Son,  Jesus,  not  by 
cosmic  forces  and  our  understanding  of 
them.  If  the  first  apostles  had  preached 
Mr.  Smital’s  message,  there  would  be  no 
Christianity  today  and  Jesus  would  have 
died  in  vain. 

I  do  not  “dismiss”  Jesus’  works,  I 
accept  them  and  that  is  enough  for  me.  I 
will  continue  to  keep  Jesus  on  that 
pedestal  and  worship  Him,  not  because 
of  what  laws  He  may  or  may  not  have 
asked  God  to  set  aside,  but  because  of 
what  He  did  for  me  and  all  who  will 
believe  in  Him.  He  is  a  part  of  God 
Himself,  my  Saviour  and  Lord.  I  will  not 
doubt  Him. 

All  I  can  say  to  Mr.  Smital  is:  God  is 
the  final  judge  and  woe  is  yours,  if  with 
your  lack  of  faith  and  aspiration  to 
omniscience,  you  weaken  or  undermine 
the  faith  of  another  by  defining  away  and 
relegating  to  textbooks  or  workable 
theories  the  miracles  of  God’s  mighty 
acts.  I  will  pray  for  Mr.  Smital. 

Margaret  Worman 
Victoria,  Texas 

‘Mr.  Smital,  read  Bible9 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Glenn 
Smital  (TM/UMR,  April  24)  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  real  classic  .  .  .  that  is,  a  classic 
misunderstanding  of  the  Scriptures. 

If  I  could  stop  smiling,  I  would  feel 
terribly  sorry  for  Mr.  Smital,  because  he 
evidently  has  no  understanding  of  a  faith, 
with  all  of  his  cosmic  theories  in  the  way. 
He  evidently  believes  in  God  as  Creator, 
making  a  universe  to  operate  under  laws, 
but  not  ever  budging  one  inch  from  the 
original  plan. 

Please,  Mr.  Smital,  take  time  to  read 
your  Bible  in  faith,  and  stop  trying  to 
attain  a  mind  equal  with  God.  Perhaps 
the  greatest  miracle  of  the  modern  world 
is  the  fact  that  millions  of  Christians 
retain  their  faith  in  spite  of  doubters, 
agnostics  and  others  who  stand  in  the 
way. 

Mrs.  J.P.  Klinger 
Oakes,  North  Dakota 

Whole  article  suggests 

‘humanistic  doctrine9 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  "Here  I 
Stand”  article  headlined  “We  need  to 
examine  more  closely  what  Jesus  had  to 
say  about  the  cosmic  laws”  by  Glenn 
Smital  (TM/UMR,  April  24).  He 
announces,  “the  miracles  described  in 
the  Bible  are  not  miracles.” 

If  the  feeding  of  the  multitude  with  five 
loaves  and  two  fish  was  not  a  miracle,  we 
need  to  concentrate  on  that  “higher  law” 
to  find  out  how  to  feed  a  starving  world. 
Or  maybe  we  could  award  a  grant  to 
some  university  to  discover  how  to  make 
manna  appear  in  the  wilderness  each 
morning  after  the  dew  has  "gone  up.” 
Furthermore,  to  say  the  miracles  were 
not  miracles  borders  on  blasphemy.  The 
“working  of  miracles”  is  one  of  the  nine 
spiritual  gifts  given  by  the  Holy  Spirit  (I 
Corinthians  12: 10,28). 


Mr.  Smital  should  get  a  good  Bible 
concordance,  look  up  the  word 
“miracle,”  study  the  meaning,  and  then 
read  every  scripture  where  the  word 
miracle,  or  miracles,  is  mentioned.  Then 
he  should  look  up  the  words  natural  and 
spiritual.  There  is  a  distinction  between 
the  two.  Paul  has  much  to  say  about  this 
in  Romans  and  Corinthians. 

The  whole  article  suggests 
“humanistic  doctrine”  —  man  as 
master.  Being  aware  of  the  contents  of 
Humanist  Manifesto  I  and  II  (1933  and 
1973)  will  put  Christians  on  guard  against 
religious  humanism.  Jesus  himself  said, 
"Without  me,  ye  can  do  nothing.” 

It  is  a  disappointment  to  see  an  article 
such  as  Mr.  Smital’s  taking  up  space  in  a 
church  newspaper.  We  were  told  to  "go 
preach  the  gospel,”  not  pervert  it. 

Marie  White, 
Perryville,  Missouri 

Mr.  Smital  should  think 
through  his  argument 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Glenn  Smital’s  crackpot 
rationalism  (see  TM/UMR,  April  24)  is 
exactly  what  I  have  come  to  expect  from 
20th  century  man. 

Wei  are  asked  to  suppose  that  superior 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the  physical 
world  —  Mr.  Smital  uses  the  term 
natural  law  and  thereby  betrays  his 
ignorance  of  theology  and  philosophy  — 
enabled  Christ  to  raise  Lazarus  from  the 
dead,  turn  water  into  wine,  etc.  So, 
logically,  all  we  must  do  is  perfect  our 
knowledge  of  these  laws  and  we  too  can 
become  God. 

Mr.  Smital  would  do  well  to  think  his 
arguments  through  to  their  final 
conclusions  before  committing  them  to 
print.  If  he  had  done  so  he  might  have 
remembered  that  Eve  fell  prey  to  the 
same  demonic  reasoning. 

Andrew  W.  Foshee 
Lake  Charles,  Louisianr 

Miracles  are  phenomena 
not  understood  by  humans 

To  the  Editor: 

I  should  like  figuratively,  if  not 
physically,  to  shake  the  hand  of  Glenn 
Smital  for  his  most  valuable  contribution 
to  common  sense  in  religious  thinking 
(TM/UMR,  April  24).  I  heartily  agree 
with  him  in  his  contention  that  no  just, 
reliable,  consistent  God  would  break  His 
own  laws  in  order  to  provide  a  miracle.  A 
“miracle”  is  simply  a  phenomenon  that 
the  beholder  does  not  understand. 

Jesus  was,  obviously,  the  Master 
Mvstic,  which  is  to  say,  He  was  gifted 
with  an  understanding  of  the  higher  laws 
of  life.  He  exemplified  what  men  and 
women  have  come  to  recognize,  in  a 
limited  way,  as  the  sixth  sense  —  not  only 
the  sixth,  but  the  seventh,  eighth,  or 
what-you-will  sense.  He  was  Himself 
truly  a  phenomenal  expression  of  the 
essence  of  God  —  perhaps  not  the  only 
such  expression,  but  the  one  nominally 
accepted  by  the  western  world.  And 
because  we  are  so  lacking  in 
understanding,  so  spiritually  deficient  in 
our  approach  to  Jesus’  seemingly 
miraculous  life,  we  are  content  to  regard 
the  whole  33  years  of  His  life  and 
ministry  —  including  His  birth,  death 
and  resurrection  —  as  being  itself  the  one 
great  incredible  “miracle”  performed 
by  God,  to  impress  the  creature  known  as 
Homo  Sapiens. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  there  are  no 
miracles;  there  are  only  phenomena 
which  we  do  not  understand. 
Furthermore,  we  will  not  understand 
much  of  anything  until  there  are  more 
people  like  Mr.  Smital  who  have  the 
scientific  curiosity,  the  wisdom  and  the 
courage  to  do  as  Kipling  said:  “  .  .  .paint 
the  thing  as  (they)  see  it,  For  the  God  of 
things  as  they  are.” 

Alton  J.  Beyer 
Alamo,  Texas 

Preachers  echo  Paul 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  no  desire  to  appear  as  a  “knee- 
jerker,”  but  I  cannot  let  pass 
unchallenged  the  premise  offered  by 
Glenn  Smital  in  his  article  headlined 
"We  need  to  examine  more  closely  what 
Jesus  had  to  say  about  the  cosmic  laws” 
(TM/UMR,  April  24). 

Preachers  do  not  “rant  and  rave” 
about  Jesus’  resurrection,  as  he  puts  it. 
They  echo  St.  Paul’s  words  in  Philippians 
3:10  “That  I  may  know  Him  and  the 
power  of  His  resurrection  .  . 

Perhaps  Mr.  Smital  should  read 
Peter’s  “ranting  and  raving”  in  Acts 
3:12-26.  On  second  thought,  perhaps  he 
would  be  happier  in  some  ethical  society 
relationship. 

Charles  Dowdell 
Huntington  Beach,  California 

Quoting  article 

‘burns  very  tip  of  my  pen’ 

To  the  Editor: 

For  several  months  I  have  read  your 
editorials  with  great  interest.  With  no 
exception,  in  each  issue  there  is  always 
an  article  of  controversy  —  whether  it 
be  Bible  illiteracy,  the  NCC  or  “plural¬ 
ism”  in  the  church.  However,  at  no 
time  have  I  been  so  compelled  to  write 
as  I  was  after  reading  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  headlined  “We  need  to 
examine  more  closely  what  Jesus  had  to 
say  about  the  cosmic  laws”  by 
Glenn  Smital. 

As  an  understatement,  let  me  say  I  was 
outraged.  The  words  Mr.  Smital  used  — 
"...  the  miracles  described  in  the  Bible 
are  not  miracles  .  .  .,”  stating  God  is 
self-contradictory,  and  "...  we  should 
not  set  Jesus  up  on  a  pedestal  .  .  .," 
are  so  blasphemous  that  merely  repeat¬ 
ing  them  on  paper  burns  the  very  tip 
of  my  pen ! 


book  of  Jude,  come  true!  In  Jude, 
verses  18-19,  “There  will  be  scoffers, 
following  their  own  ungodly  passions. 
It  is  these  who  set  up  divisions,  worldly 
people,  devoid  of  the  Spirit.” 

Just  who  is  Glenn  Smital?  In  my  opin¬ 
ion,  he  is  a  “son  of  perdition”  (LI 
Thessalonians  2:3,  John  17:12)  and 
could’ve  been  a  best  friend  of  Judas !  , 

Susan  Beggs 
Dickinson,  Texas 

Resurrection  does  matter 

to  the  Christian  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quite  disturbed  by  the 
implications  made  by  Glenn  Smital  in 
“Here  I  Stand,”  TM/UMR,  April  24. 
These  implications  were  that  the 
resurrection  was  not  one  of  the 
foundations  of  Christian  faith  and  that 
God  did  not  perform  miracles  through 
Jesus  but  only  seemed  to. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Smital  is  familiar 
with  the  life  of  Christ,  but  apparently  has 
never  studied  the  scriptures. 

I  Peter  1:3  states  that  “We  have  been 
born  anew  to  a  living  hope  through  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the 
dead”  (RSV).  In  essence,  what  I  Peter  1 
is  saying  here  is  that  our  faith  is  based  on 
that  fact. 

Also,  in  dealing  with  the  miracles,  it 
would  seem  that  Mr.  Smital  forgot  the 
statements  of  Jesus  concerning  the 
healing  of  the  blind  man.  This  man’s 
blindness  was  not  for  any  reason  than  to 
show  the  glory  of  God,  or  that  a  miracle 
could  be  performed. 

Mr.  Smital  asks  the  rhetorical 
question,  “Does  it  really  matter?”  and 
then  answers  “yes”  by  saying  we  must 
find  a  way  to  explain  away  these 
miracles. 

I  truly  feel  sorry  for  a  person  whose 
faith  is  so  fragile  as  to  be  shattered  by 
the  expression  of  God’s  omnipotence. 

Paul  S.  Atkinson 
Rinard  Mills,  Ohio 

If  Mr.  Smital  is  serious; 
he  has  a  problem 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  not  sure  whether  to  take  seriously 
the  “Here  I  Stand”  column  by  Glenn 
Smital  in  the  April  24  issue  of  TM/UMR. 
Was  he  playing  the  devil’s  advocate  in 
dismissing  miracles  as  simple  “higher 
laws”  about  which  we  know  very  little? 
It  is  very  hard  to  see  how  any  person 
could  really  be  a  United  Methodist,  much 
less  a  Christian,  while  holding  the  views 
Mr.  Smital  claims  to  have.  Certainly, 
one’s  familiarity  with  the  Bible  would 
have  to  be  very  limited,  indeed,  to 
discount  miracles.  t- 

The  Old  and  the  New  Testaments 
abound  in  miracles,  even  when  we  view 
the  events  described  in  the  light  of  all  our 
modern  understanding  of  astronomy, 
physics,  medicine  and  what  have  you. 
Biblical  characters  clearly  understood 
miracles  to  be  a  setting  aside  of  natural 
law  at  a  particular  time  and  in  a 
particular  place,  usually  to  meet  a 
human  need.  It  is  patently  ridiculous 
and,  indeed,  insupportable  to  try  to 
explain  away  miracles  as  actions  and 
events  which  could  not  be  understood  by 
persons  of  an  unscientific  age. 

Once  it  was  popular  to  discount 
miracles  because  events  like  those 
described  in  the  Bible  were  unknown  in 
the  modern  world.  But  no  longer!  Who 
can  read  the  books  of  Carothers,  Harold 
Hill,  Demos  Shakarian,  Mel  Tari  and 
others  and  doubt  that  miracles  take 
place  today  —  in  our  world?  Who  can 
watch  the  700  Club  or  PTL  Club  for  any 
time  and  doubt  miracles?  To  be  sure, 
secular  humanism  dismisses  all  such 
matters  out-of-hand  because  they  are 
incompatible  with  the  basic  assumptions 
of  secular  humanism.  But  the  Christian, 
while  not  insisting  on  miracles  to  sustain 
him  in  his  faith,  is  nonetheless  grateful 
for  miracles  because  they  glorify  God. 

If  Mr.  Smital’s  article  was  tongue-in- 
cheek,  he  has  successfully  provoked  a 
response  from  this  United  Methodist  and 
doubtless  others  as  well.  If  his  article 
was  for  real,  he  has  a  problem  and  I’ll 
pray  for  him. 

William  P.  Cooke 
Newark,  Delaware 
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should  be  free  of  ‘racism’  charges 


Mv  Witness 

Institutional  ministry  is  seen  as 
way  of  nuturing  people  in  need 


MAY  22,1981 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


UM  bishops  deplore  Pope’s  injury 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Reports  of  an 
attempt  to  assassinate  Pope  John  Paul  II 
in  Rome  brought  expressions  of  “shock 
and  dismay”  from  three  bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

v  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  of  Knoxville, 
Tenri.,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  said  that  United  Methodists 
would  join  with  the  whole  Christian  com¬ 
munity  in  prayer  for  “this  distinguished 
man  of  God  and  for  the  church  he  so  ably 
administers.” 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  Pasadena,  Calif., 
president  of  the  General  Commission  on 

Factions  in 
El  Salvador 
urged  to  talk 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  The 
National  Council  of  Churches  called  here 
for  immediate  negotiations  between  the 
ruling  junta  and  leftist  guerrillas  in  El 
Salvador. 

In  a  message  to  President  Reagan,  the 
Christian  ecumenical  agency  asked  him 
to  “promote"  such  talks  “with  full 
respect  for  the  views  and  participation  of 
all  concerned.” 

The  statement  grew  out  of  discussions 
at  an  NCC  governing  board  meeting  here 
of  U.S.  policy  in  Central  America,  in 
which  a  previous  strong  stand  against 
the  supplying  of  military  assistance  to  El 
Salvador  was  expanded  to  include 
Guatemala. 

Guatemalan  aid  feared 

After  hearing  testimony  about  human 
rights  abuses  from  a  Protestant 
missionary  who  said  she  was  on  the 
“death  list”  of  the  Guatemalan 
government,  church  delegates  expressed 
concern  about  recent  hints  by  the 
Reagan  administration  that  it  plans  to 
renew  military  aid  to  Guatemala. 

“Should  our  own  country  embark  on 
programs  of  military  and/or  economic 
assistance  which  perpetuates  and 
augments  the  policy  of  terror  and  death 
that  characterizes  Guatemalan  life 
today,”  about  160  church  delegates  said 
in  a  statement,  “let  it  be  noted  that  we 
and  others  of  like  mind  shall  oppose 
'  them.” 

Leaders  of  the  NCC’s  32  Protestant  and 
•Orthodox  denominations  with  a 
combined  membership  of  more  than  40 
million,  were  gathered  here  for  the  semi¬ 
annual  policy  setting  meeting. 

In  a  related  development,  the  NCC 
rebutted  an  accusation  by  a  conserva¬ 
tive  religious  group  in  Washington  that 
its  relief  aid  to  El  Salvador  was  falling 
into  the  hands  of  extremists  on  the  left. 

Council  delegates  unanimously  adopted 
a  resolution  reiterating  their  strong  op¬ 
position  to  all  military  aid  to  El  Salvador 
after  deleting  a  similar  reference  to  U.S. 
economic  aid  to  that  strife-tom  country. 

Rather,  they  said,  continued  economic 
aid  should  be  predicated  on  “the 
establishment  of  clear  and  just 
conditions”  in  El  Salvador. 

Their  resolution  listed  four  such 
conditions: 

•  •  The  ruling  junta’s  demonstration  of  a 
“good  faith  commitment”  to  a  political 
solution. 

•  A  strict  holding  to  the  present 
regime’s  promise  of  free  elections  in 
1982. 

•  “Prompt  cessation  of  wanton  acts  of 

■  violence  by  elements  of  the  Salvadoran 
’  national  security  forces  and  the  bringing 
of  criminal  charges  against  those  who 
1  have  committed  such  acts.  ” 

■  •  “Depolitization  of  the  (Salvadoran) 
treasury  police,  national  police,  national 
guard  and  army,  and  their  effective 
^  subordination  to  civilian  authority.” 

The  resolution  also  called  on  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  Congress  “to  end  all 
military  aid  to  the  governing  junta  of  El 
■Salvador,  including  the  withdrawal  of  all 
•United  States  military  advisors”  now 
there. 

Refugee  policy  set 

f  In  its  policy  statement  adopted  here  on 
■’  immigrants,  refugees  and  migrants,  the 
.  board  recommended  that  the  U.S. 
*'  government  “grant  permanent  resident 
status  to  overstayed/undocumented 
persons  who  have  resided  in  the  United 
States  for  a  definite  and  reasonable 
period  of  time  prior  to  a  fixed  date,  both 
to  be  set  by  Congress.  ’’ 

The  statement  also  urges  the  U.S.  to 
allow  Mexican  citizens  to  work  legally  in 
this  country  on  a  temporary  basis,  “as 
one  means  of  avoiding  future  build-up  of 
large  numbers  of  persons  not  in  lawful 
status.” 

Legislation  to  guarantee  full  and  equal 
protection  of  the  human  rights  of  foreign 
migrants  and  temporary  workers  in  the 
U.S.,  including  such  labor  rights  as 
collective  bargaining,  occupational 
health  and  safety  and  wage  and  pension 
protection,  was  urged. 

Charging  that  U.S.  immigration 
'  policies  have  at  times  been  racist, 
particularly  with  regard  to  Africa,  the 
statement  opposes  any  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  race. 
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Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns,  also  expressed  “deep  concern 
about  the  level  of  violence  in  the  world 
that  would  result  in  an  attempt  on  the  life 
of  a  person  who  is  not  only  the  head  of  a 
great  church  but  also  a  world  figure 
active  on  behalf  of  peace  and  justice  for 
all  people.” 

Speaking  at  a  Native  American  con¬ 
sultation  in  Nashville  May  14,  the  day 
after  the  attempted  assassination  of  Pope 
John  Paul,  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
Indianapolis,  said,  “I  am  sick  unto  death 
of  divisions  that  separate  us  and  violence 
that  destroys  us.”  The  two,  he  added, 


cannot  be  divorced. 

“Violence  is  a  deadly  smog  that  is 
moving  across  the  landscape  of  the 
human  race,”  he  declared.  The  shootings 
of  President  Reagan  and  the  Pope,  the 
killing  of  children  in  Atlanta,  the 
murders  of  black  men  in  Buffalo,  and  the 
military  training  camps  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  are  included  among  what  he  called 
“outcroppings  of  a  dominant  mood”  in 
today’s  society. 

“What  are  we  in  the  church  to  do  about 
this  smog  that  is  killing  us?,”  he  asked. 
“Dare  we  stand  against  a  cultural  tide 
that  is  as  sweeping  as  this?  We  must !  ” 


Bishop  Armstrong  observed  that  most 
people  react  to  the  acts  and  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Deere, 
Washington,  D.C.,  as  a  church  leader 
who  is  “Indian  on  the  inside.”  Bishop 
Armstrong  was  actively  involved  as  a 
reconciling  agent  during  the  Wounded 
Knee  crisis.  He  is  currently  serving  as 
president  of  the  denomination's  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Moving  from  the  world  wide  and 
national  scene  to  the  UMC,  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  said,  “The  time  has  come  for 
Native  Americans  to  stop  fighting  among 
themselves.” 


Murder  try  shocks  council 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS) 
—  The  Rev.  Joe  Hale  said  on  behalf  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  of  which 
he  is  general  secretary:  “We  were 
distressed  by  this  attempt  on  the 
Pope’s  life.  In  the  Roman 
Catholic/Methodist  dialogue  we  have 
been  impressed  by  Pope  John  Paul’s 
commitment  to  continue  the  search 
for  reconciliation  among  the  followers 
of  Christ  and  in  our  world.  His 
attempts  to  state  the  Christian 
mp«93gp  effectively  in  diverse  global 


settings  have  given  encouragement 
and  inspiration. 

“In  the  private  audience  we  were 
moved  when  he  spoke  to  us  con¬ 
cerning  his  hope  that  Methodists  and 
Roman  Catholics  might  be  one  in  their 
openness  to  the  Spirit  and  united  in  a 
common  witness  to  the  faith.” 

Dr.  Hale  said  he  had  been  planning 
to  go  to  Rome  June  7  for  a  ceremony 
commemorating  the  Ecumenical 
Council  of  Constantinople. 


*  NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE  REPORTER  PHOTO 

Jean  Pedersen,  one  of  a  corps  of  volunteer  bakers  who  prepare  the  bread 
monthly  for  Holy  Communion  at  Jesse  Lee  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ridgefield,  Conn.,  removes  a  standard  one-pound  loaf  from  the  oven  in  her 
kitchen. 

Bakers  offer  communion  loaf 


RIDGEFIELD,  Conn.  -  Half  a 
dozen  volunteer  bakers  prepare 
loaves  of  fresh  bread  monthly  for 
celebrations  of  Holy  Communion  at 
Jesse  Lee  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

Two  loaves  —  one  for  the  8  a.m.  and 
one  for  the  10:45  a.m.  Sunday  morning 
services  —  are  provided.  The  loaves 
may  be  standard-sized  white  bread  or 
French  twists  or  shaped  like  Israeli 
flat  bread.  The  type  of  bread  made  is 
chosen  to  fit  the  service,  Ann 


Williams,  the  coordinator,  said. 

At  the  early  service,  which  is  more 
informal  and  is  held  in  the  parlor  of  a 
large  mansion  used  as  the  church’s 
meeting  hall  and  educational 
building,  members  stand  in  a  circle 
and  pass  the  bread  after  it  is  broken 
as  described  in  the  Bible.  The  later 
service  is  more  traditional  with 
communicants  served  at  the  com¬ 
munion  rail,  according  to  an  article  in 
the  New  York  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 


Process,  not  nominee,  challenged 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  The  “clumsiness”  of 
the  process  that  led  to  the  nomination  of 
the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  to  head 
United  Methodism’s  mission  agency 
came  under  scathing  criticism  by  an  in¬ 
dependent  monitoring  committee  May  8. 

In  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
General  Secretaries  Election  Committee 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  included  numerous  specific 
criticisms  including  “woefully  inadequate" 
documentation  of  the  search  process  and 
“the  impression  that  the  decision  may  have 
been  made  before  the  search  was  begun.” 
Copies  of  the  letter  accompanied  mail 
ballots  sent  to  114  GCOM  members  last 
week  along  with  a  recommendation  that 
Dr.  Nugent  be  elected. 

Process  didn’t  help 

The  process  did  nothing  to  enhance  Dr. 
Nugent’s  ability  to  serve  effectively  “as 
his  credentials  suggest  he  might,”  wrote 
Harry  L.  Johnson  II,  chairman  of  the 
Ynonitoring  committee. 

If  Dr.  Nugent  had  not  been  so 
persuasive  in  his  interview  with  the 
committee  nor  held  such  strong 
credentials  for  the  job,  the  committee 
might  have  recommended  that  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  go 
through  the  nomination  process  again 
because  of  the  way  it  had  been 
mishandled,  Harry  L.  Johnson  II  told 
TM/UMR  last  week. 

He  also  said  the  committee  did  not 
want  to  leave  the  mission  agency  without 
a  general  secretary  any  longer. 

All  agency  executives  come  up  for  re- 
election  before  the  GCOM  each  fall. 

“For  (Global  Ministries’)  sake,  and  for 
Dr.  Nugent’s  as  well,  it  is  imperative  that 
your  evaluation  of  him  prior  to  his 
renomination  next  fall  be  thorough  and 
careful  if  we  are  to  recommend  his  re-elec¬ 
tion  with  enthusiasm,”  Mr.  Johnson  wrote. 


His  is  one  of  the  most  controversial 
nominations  to  come  from  a  general 
agency  —  with  24  percent  of  Global 
Ministries’  board  members  voting 
in  opposition.  / 

And  the  evaluation  by  the  Council  on 
Ministries’  elections  committee  of  the 
search  process  is  unprecedented. 

“The  documentation  of  the  process 
was  woefully  inadequate,  suggesting  that 
the  search  was  not  undertaken 
seriously,”  Mr.  Johnson  wrote  in  his 
report  of  the  committee’s  evaluation. 

"In  a  church  this  broadly  based,  it  is 
utterly  important  to  document  every¬ 
thing”  and  not  allow  anything  to  have  the 
appearance  of  impropriety,  especially 
when  a  nomination  is  likely  to  be  controver¬ 
sial  from  the  start,  he  told  TM/UMR. 

Only  five  interviewed 
The  documents  showed  that  of  41 
persons  involved  in  the  second  stage  of 
the  search  process  and  of  18  completed 
applications  in  the  third  stage,  only  five 
persons  were  interviewed.  That  “creates 
the  impression  that  the  decision  may 
have  been  made  before  the  search  was 
begun,”  Mr.  Johnson  wrote. 

The  nine-member  election  committee 
(seven  were  present)  met  at  3  p.m.  in 
Dayton  on  May  7  to  review  all  the  doc¬ 
uments  and  deal  with  the  large  number 
of  concerns  “we  had  been  bombarded 
with”  from  persons  and  groups  through¬ 
out  the  denomination,  Mr.  Johnson  said. 
It  finished  after  midnight. 

During  that  time,  the  committee  con¬ 
ducted  lengthy  interviews  with  Dr. 
Nugent  and  Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt,  Global 
Ministries’  president.  Fortunately,  Mr. 


Johnson  said,  the  bishop—  who  was  not  on 
the  search  committee— could  supply  enough 
information  from  his  date  book,  correspon¬ 
dence  file  and  memory  to  fill  in  many 
troubling  gaps  in  information  about  inter¬ 
views  and  other  parts  of  the  process. 

Poor  documentation  hurt 

“Poor  documentation  made  the  search 
process  seem  worse  than  it  was.  Our 
concern  was  that  (the  clumsiness)  was 
sufficiently  distracting  to  hurt  Randy 
Nugent’s”  effectiveness  if  he  were 
elected,  Mr.  Johnson  said. 

Mr.  Johnson,  manager  of  community 
relations  for  Polaroid  Corp.  ,  said  he 
felt  his  committee  members  had  been 
elected  last  fall  by  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  because  they  don’t  have  vested 
interests  in  the  various  agencies. 

Asked  why  his  committee  didn’t  say 
something  to  Global  Ministries’  search 
committee  before  it  presented  a  nom¬ 
ination,  Mr.  Johnson  said  he  is  not  aware 
that  the  elections  committee  ever  has 
been  involved  with  reviewing  a  process 
until  it  is  completed.  “We  are  not  police¬ 
men,”  he  said. 

“Happily,  other  boards  are  recog¬ 
nizing  the  perils  of  a  less-than-adequate 
process.”  The  UMC's  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  is  in  the  midst  of 
searching  for  a  new  chief  executive. 
Presidents  and  executives  of  other 
boards  had  asked  the  GCOM  to  present 
guidelines  for  improving  search 
processes  at  their  meeting  together  in 
Cincinnati  this  week. 

“They  know  that  our  own  (GCOM) 
nominations  usually  meet  with  general 
support  across  the  denomination,”  Mr. 
Johnson  said. 


Social  change  burdens 
Christian  unity  movement 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 
BOSTON  —  Despite  advances  on  the 
doctrinal  and  theological  front,  the 
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Church  design  shifts 

Worship  space  follows  double-duty  function 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— The  traditional  sanctuary 
with  long  bench  seats  and  altar 
permanently  fixed  at  the  front  of  a  large 
rectangular  room  is  no  longer  the  only 
option  chosen  by  congregations  building 
new  churches. 

This  is  a  positive  trend  with  theological 
implications,  according  to  architects  and 
church  persons  participating  in  the  42nd 
Interfaith  Conference  on  Religion,  Art 
and  Architecture  held  here  this  week. 

A  popular  option  uses  the  “centrum" 
concept,  first  executed  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Charles  City  Iowa, 
by  Edward  Sovik.  The  design  uses  a 
central  space  with  no  fixed  furnishings 
which  is  adaptable  for  purposes  more 
varied  and  secular  than  traditional 
worship  services. 

Both  altar  and  chairs  can  be  moved  to 
accommodate  not  only  different  types  of 
worship  services,  but  also  symphony 
orchestra  concerts  and  dinner  theater 
productions  held  at  Trinity  by 
community  groups. 

The  design  "lends  itself  to  many  things 
we  couldn’t  otherwise  do,”  the  Rev.  J. 
Ellis  Webb,  of  Trinity  UMC,  said. 

The  centrum  design  concept,  which 
essentially  means  having  a  building 
adaptable  to  community  uses,  suggests 
that  “it  is  not  in  escaping  the  world  that 
we  encounter  God,  but  that  where  we 
expect  God  to  encounter  us  is  in  the  world 
—  where  He  always  has  been,”  explained 
Dr.  Sovik,  the  architect  son  of  Lutheran 
missionaries. 

Dr.  Sovik  and  other  participants  in  the 
interfaith  forum  emphasized  that  the 
role  of  the  church  should  be  reflected  in 
the  design  of  its  buildings. 

However,  “the  contemporary  church 
has  an  identity  crisis,”  said  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Sittler  of  Chicago  Lutheran 
Theological  Seminary.  “That  crisis  is 
obvious  in  the  groping  character  of 
contemporary  church  architecture." 


He  favors  the  centrum  concept, 
however,  as  one  which  encourages  a 
more  participatory  celebration  of  public 
worship. 

A  local  church’s  program  is  what 
should  determine  the  style  of  building  an 
architect  should  design  for  a 
congregation,  explained  the  Rev.  Glenn 
S.  Gothard,  who  worked  until  his 
retirement  for  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship.  He  helped  local  churches 
to  define  what  they  wanted  in  new  church 
facilities. 

“What  happens  when  a  congregation 
gathers  is  what  determines  what  kind  of 
space  and  furniture  are  needed  and  how 
they  are  to  be  arranged,”  he  explained. 

Both  he  and  Dr.  Sovik  agree  that  it  is 
easy  for  people  to  begin  to  believe  God 
can  be  found  only  in  a  church  sanctuary 
when  they  think  that  the  church  building 
itself  is  uniquely  special  to  God. 

In  a  church  building  used  for  many 
types  of  gatherings,  however,  Dr.  Sovik 
explained  the  focus  moves  away  from  the 
building  to  the  idea  that  wherever  people 
gather,  God  is  present. 

The  concept  of  a  room  with  moveable 
furniture  and  fixtures  that  can  be  used 
for  events  other  than  worship  has  its 
origins  in  the  early  Christian  church,  Mr. 
Gothard  said,  and  is  as  valid  today  as  it 
was  then. 

“The  important  thing  is  the  meeting  of 
the  people  to  celebrate,”  he  said. 
“Maybe  the  Lord’s  more  excited  about 
the  men’s  pancake  supper  or  a  mother- 
daughter  banquet  in  this  room  than  a  dull 
worship  service.” 

Another  example  of  form  following 
function,  according  to  the  Rev.  Donald  J. 
Bruggink,  is  the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller’s 
“crystal  cathedral”  in  California. 

“It  is  perhaps  the  best  evangelist’s  tent 
in  the  business,”  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary  professor  said. 
“It’s  function  is  evangelism." 

He  pointed  to  the  raised  platform 
which  is  large  enough  for  “feature 


The  “centrum"  of  Our  Savior’s  Lutheran  Church  in  Northfield,  Minn.,  in  which  all 
the  fixtures  —  except  the  baptismal  fountain  in  the  foreground  —  are  moveable  (see 
related  story). 


attractions.”  He  said  the  large  area  for  a 
choir  has  its  origins  in  19th  century 
America  when  traveling  evangelists 
hired  music  halls  and  placed  the  choir  on 
the  stage  to  encourage  a  large  number  of 
people  to  come  forward  for  altar  calls. 

“It  still  is  a  magnificent  structure,”  he 
said  of  the  crystal  cathedral  which  has 
balconies  designed  to  withstand  an 
earthquake  rated  ‘eight’  on  the  Richter 
scale.  This  is  an  important  part  of  the 
design,  he  explained,  since  it  is  built  over 
the  San  Andreas  fault. 

A  centrum,  however,  “shouldn’t  be 
looked  at  as  a  way  to  save  money  — 
although  it  probably  does,”  Dr.  Sovik 
said.  One  danger  in  recommending  the 
centrum  design  is  that  people  may  see  it 
only  as  a  multi-purpose  room  and  “make 


it  as  dull  as  the  junior  high  cafetorium.” 

“Any  beautiful  thing,  simply  because  it 
is  the  embodiment  of  the  mystery  of 
beauty  is  a  symbol  of  the  greater 
mystery”  inherent  in  one’s  religious 
tradition,  Dr.  Sovik  said. 


ecumenical  movement  today  is  in  deep 
trouble  because  of  major  social  changes 
and  institutional  barriers  that  have  kept 
churches  apart. 

r'Shfct  was  the  message  brought  by  Dr. 
Walter  K.  Muelder,  dean  emeritus  of 
United  Methodist-related  Boston 
University’s  School  of  Theology,  to  some 
460  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
ecumenists  attending  the  18th  annual  Na¬ 
tional  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity  here. 

But  often  ignored  in  all  this,  he  said, 
are  the  serious  ecumenical  repercus¬ 
sions  caused  by  a  15-year  decline  in  the 
number  of  people  under  39  joining  the 
main-line  Protestant  church. 

One  immediate  effect,  he  said,  is  that 
the  ecumenical  leaders  who  devoted 
years  to  church  unity  have  no  one  to  pass 
the  torch  of  leadership  to  now  that  they 
are  getting  tired  and  fatigued. 

Dr.  Robert  Huston,  chief  ecumenical 
staff  officer  of  the  United  Methodist 
church,  told  a  group  of  UMs  at  the  work¬ 
shop  that  two  of  the  denomination’s 
major  emphases  in  the  coming  quad- 
rennium  may  fail  if  they  are  pursued 
without  an  ecumenical  orientation. 

Citing  the  Special  Program  on  Africa, 
he  claimed  it  was  developed  without  any 
reference  to  the  All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches’  10-year  effort  in  ecumenical 
ministries. 

“If  the  program  focuses  only  on  what  is 
best  for  the  United  Methodist  Church,” 
Dr.  Huston  said,  “it  will  fail.” 

He  expressed  similar  concern  about 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Mis- 
sional  Priority,  saying  a  wholistic 
approach  to  ethnic  community  min¬ 
istries  is  needed.  If  United  Methodist 
churches  make  decisions  about 
programs  and  funding  without  consider¬ 
ation  of  what  other  churches  are  doing, 
the  missional  priority  will  be  “less  than 
successful,”  he  predicted. 


Denomination’s  schools  get  big  gifts 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

United  Methodist-related  universities  and  schools  of 
theology  have  received  large  financial  gifts  this  spring. 

Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas  received  $25  million 
—  “the  largest  single  gift  ever"  —  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
H.  Dedman  of  Dallas.  The  gift  is  for  the  endowment  of  the 
school’s  central  educational  unit  through  which  every  under¬ 
graduate  passes. 

Mr.  Dedman  said  his  motivation  came  from  a  religious 
upbringing  and  strong  belief  that  “From  those  to  whom  much 
has  been  given,  from  them  much  is  expected.” 

The  Dedmans  said  they  believe  “private  universities  help 
preserve  our  freedoms  and  make  tax-supported  institutions 
better.  We  believe  in  both,  but  private  institutions  need  private 
financial  support  more.” 

Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta  announced  in  late 
April  that  a  Chair  in  World  Christianity  had  been  established 
in  honor  of  D.  W.  and  Ruth  Brooks  at  the  seminary  by  the 
Cotton  States  Insurance  Companies,  which  Mr.  Brooks 
founded. 


D.W.  and  Ruth  Brooks  have  been  active  in  St.  Mark  UMC  in 
Atlanta,  in  the  conference,  jurisdictional  and  general  church. 
Mr.  Brooks  was  a  leading  figure  in  the  founding  of  the  UMC’s 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  and  was  a  vice-president  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

“The  chair  will  ensure  the  training  of  many  young  people 
concerning  the  world  mission  of  the  church,"  said  the  Rev. 
Jim  L.  Waits,  dean  of  the  theology  school. 

A  Chair  in  Methodist  Studies  at  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick 
of  Metropolitan  UMC  in  Detroit,  will  be  created  with  a 
personal  gift  of  $280,000  from  Stanley  S.  and  Dorothy  M. 
Kresge,  life-long  members  of  the  congregation. 

The  major  portion  of  the  income  from  the  fund,  but  not  the 
principal,  will  support  visiting  professors  “who  can  make  a 
significant  contribution  to  studies  in  the  Methodist  tradition 
through  teaching  and  research.” 

The  gift  is  reportecj^q  be  thejargest  single  gift  ever  given  to 
the  divinity  school. 


FOR  CHRISTIANS 
INTERESTED  IN 
CHARISMATIC 
RENEWAL.  .. 


NATIONAL  CONFERENCE 


August  6-9  •  Ohio  Center,  Columbus,  Ohio 

This  summer,  join  hundreds  of  Christians  from  across  the 
nation  at  Aldersgate  81,  our  third  national  conference  on  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Join  in  a  great  celebration  of  covenant  renewal. 
Featured  addresses  by  L.  D.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Tommy  Tyson,  Ross 
Whetstone,  Leontine  Kelly,  and  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes.  Con¬ 
ference  Teacher  will  be  Morton  T.  Kelsey.  Music  and  worship 
by  Jimmy  Smith,  Charles  King,  Ross  Whetstone,  Bob  Stamps, 
and  the  “New  Directions.”  In  addition,  eighteen  seminars  by 
renewal  leaders,  a  major  healing  service,  and  special  ministries 
for  pastors,  pastors'  spouses,  youth,  and  children. 


UNITED  METHODIST  RENEWAL  SERVICES  FELLOWSHIP 
Box  50086,  Nashville,  TN  37205 
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Cubans  relate  faith  to  state  5  ways 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HAVANA  —  Cuban  Christianity  — 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  Spanish 
colonialism  and  U.S.  capitalism  — 
suddenly  was  stranded  by  the  1959 
Revolution. 

Painfully,  Christians  have  worked  out 
ways  to  relate  their  religion  to  a  USSR- 
style  communism. 

Cuban  Christians  fall  into  five  groups 
which  could  be  labeled : 

•  The  Resisters:  Twenty  years  ago, 
nearly  all  Cuban  churches  fit  the 
description  of  opposing  the  new  systems 
brought  in  by  the  Revolution.  Today,  no 
denomination  fits  here.  Most 
“Resisters”  either  have  changed  their 
minds  or  fled  the  country. 

•  The  Separatists:  Individuals  who 
have  not  integrated  into  the  new  society 
often  seek  refuge  in  insular  groups  such 
as  Seventh  Day  Adventist  and  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  congregations.  These  withdraw 
from  society  as  much  as  possible  and  form 
their  own  communities  which  sometimes 
clash  with  the  government  in  a  passive 
way,  refusing  to  be  drafted,  for  instance. 
To  a  lesser  extent,  this  describes  the 
majority  of  Southern  Baptists  who  insist 
on  a  strict  separation  between  their 
church  and  the  communist  society.  Many 
Pentecostals  are  "Separatists,”  as  well. 
Many  Cubans  who  have  grown  frustrated 
trying  to  resist  the  communist  system 
have  found  the  more  neutral  Christian 
separatist  attitude  to  be  like  a  sanctuary. 
Not  coincidentally,  "Separatist”  churches 
are  the  fastest  growing  in  Cuba. 

•  The  Passive  Supporters:  They  are  in 
favor  of  Christians  becoming  more 
involved  in  society  and  of  forming  better 
church  relationships  with  the  govern¬ 
ment,  but  they  don’t  actively  pursue 
those  aims.  Their  primary  emphasis 
remains  on  individual  evangelization  and 
spirituality.  The  majority  of  Methodists 
and  Catholics  appear  to  fit  this 
category,  as  do  Nazarenes  and  some 
Pentacostals. 

•  The  Activists:  They  share  the 
traditional  spiritual  roots  of  the  Passive 
Supporters,  but  they  place  more 
emphasis  on  finding  avenues  for  social 


involvement.  The  Cuban  church  has 
inherited  the  communist  system  and 
must  find  ways  to  carry  out  the 
commands  of  the  Gospel  in  that  society, 
they  reason.  They  tend  to  be  more 
outspoken,  especially  since  they 
represent  minority  elements  in  the 
Catholic,  Southern  Baptist  and  Methodist 
denominations.  A  great  many  members 
in  the  Salvation  Army  and  Presbyterian 
churches  are  here. 

•  The  Identifiers:  They  identify  their 
Christian  mission  substantially  with  the 
mission  of  the  Marxists.  They  are  much 
like  the  Christians  in  the  New  Religious 
Right  in  the  U.S.  in  that  they  associate 
the  Kingdom  of  God  with  a  particular 
political  and  economic  system.  Their 

sTtm/Umr 

interpretive 

theology  is  similar  to  that  of  very  liberal 
theologians  in  the  United  States,  they 
said.  Although  several  denominations 
have  a  few  ’^Identifiers,”  Presbyterians 
appear  to  make  up  the  bulk  of  this 
smallest  of  Christian  groupings. 
"Identifiers”  are  in  highly  visible  and 
influential  positions. 

It  is  this  group  that  American  critics  of 
the  Ecumenical  Council  of  Cuba  most 
associate  with  that  Protestant  body.  The 
council  president,  the  Rev.  Raul  Ceballos 
and  a  few  other  top  leaders  who  may  be 
heard  and  seen  by  Americans  fit  into  the 
“Identifiers”  group. 

Their  attitudes  have  brought  criticism 
from  Americans  such  as  United 
Methodist  layman  David  Jessup  who  has 
written  that  the  Ecumenical  Council  is 
little  more  than  a  tool  of  the  Communist 
Party.  In  a  paper  being  distributed  by 
the  interdenominational  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  of  which  he  is  a 
leader,  Mr.  Jessup  said  the  U.S.  church 
has  no  business  listening  to  the  council 
which  one  can  almost  guarantee  will  act 
and  speak  with  a  pro-communist,  pro- 
Soviet  slant. 

Mr.  Ceballos  certainly  gives  that 
impression  about  the  council.  For 
example,  the  70-year-old,  retired 


Presbyterian  minister  often  applauded 
—  but  only  once  criticized  —  the 
communist  system  during  a  number  of 
meetings  with  U.S.  religion  journalists 
here.  The  criticism  was  that  commu 
nists  are  too  open  in  allowing  religious 
publications  to  be  mailed  into  Cuba. 
Some  of  the  papers  and  magazines  have 
negative  statements  about  communism, 
he  complained. 

The  question  of  independence  and 
legitimacy  of  the  Ecumenical  Council  is 
an  important  one  for  U.S.  Protestants 
because  most  interaction  between  their 
leaders  and  Cuban  Christians  is  through 
the  council.  The  council  is  the  source  of 
many  opinions  about  Cuba  that  are 
promulgated  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  the  U.S.  and  several  of  its 
member  denominations. 

But  the  Ecumenical  Council  has  a 
much  broader  base  than  the  few  visible 
‘‘Identifiers, ”  indicated  Executive 
Secretary  Orestes  Gonzalez,  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  The  council 
primarily  is  filled  with  "Passive 
Supporters,”  "Activists”  and  even  a  few 
“Separatists,"  all  of  whom  maintain  a 
certain  detachment  from  the 
government  and  are  rooted  in  what 
would  be  considered  traditional 
spirituality  by  Americans. 

Methodist  Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez, 
long  active  in  the  council,  explained  that 
council  members  deliberately  put  up 
front  the  persons  who  most  identify  with 
the  communist  system.  “We  recognize 
they  are  more  favorable  to  the 
Revolution  than  the  average  persons  in 
the  churches.  That  gives  them  more 
access  to  the  people  in  government.” 

Having  the  “Identifiers”  work  with  the 
government  has  resulted  in  the  council 
developing  demonstrated  power  to  pro¬ 
tect  Christians  from  job  discrimination 
(see  TM/UMR,  May  1)  and  to  gain 
concessions  for  its  member  churches. 

“It’s  important  to  talk  to  the 
government,”  the  bishop  said. 

Member  denominations,  which  account 
for  a  large  majority  of  the  island’s 
Protestants,  include  Free  Will  Baptist, 
Nazarene,  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Sal¬ 
vation  Army,  Pentecostal,  World  Mission 
and  a  dissident  group  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches. 


The  average  Cuban  Christian  still  worships  in  a  U.S.-traditional  manner.  Jim  newton  photo 
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TWO  WAYS  TO  SAVE: 

Save  159c  with  the  special  combination  offer  on  The  Book 
of  Discipline  and  The  Book  of  Resolutions 

Everyone  who  holds  a  position  of  leadership  in  the 
church  needs  these  two  books  to  understand  what  it 
means  to  be  a  United  Methodist. 

C08-066820.  Combination  offer.  10.95 

Save  $1  per  book  when  you  buy  6  or  more  copies  of  The 
Book  of  Discipline 

93-page  index  makes  it  easy  for  you  to  find  everything 
The  Discipline  has  to  say  on  the  subject  under 
consideration. 

A01 -037050.  6  or  more  copies,  each,  6.95 

1-5  copies,  each,  7.95 

The  Book  of  Resolutions 

Gives  exact  wording  of  every  resolution  adopted  by  the 
1980  General  Conference.  Paper. 

A01-037271.  Each,  4.95 

Prices  subject  to  change  Transportation  extra  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable 

Available  at  any  Cokesbury  Bookstore,  or  order  from  the  Regional 
Service  Center  serving  your  area. 


The  Wesley  Clock  hangs  in  the 
museum  of  the  John  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Manhattan.  It 
was  sent  to  the  New  York  Society  by 
John  Wesley  in  1769. 
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bpnpdirtion 

May  Aldersgate  time  come  to  you 
As  to  John  Wesley  years  ago; 

And  may  you  share  the  peace  and  joy 
That  those  who  love  Him  truly  know. 

—  Joan  Warner  Davidson 


May  24:  Aldersgate  Sunday 

That  famous  Wesley  clock 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

John  Wesley’s  fingers  uncon¬ 
sciously  tightened  as  he  eagerly 
studied  the  long  letter  mailed  to  him 
from  New  York  and  signed  T.T. 
Undoubtedly  this  was  Thomas  Taylor, 
a  Methodist  businessman  who  had 
sailed  from  Plymouth  in  1767.  He  was 
used  to  receiving  unusual  letters,  but 
this  one  was  among  the  most 
remarkable  letters  he  had  ever 
received. 

After  telling  about  the  spectacular 
growth  of  the  New  York  Society  which 
had  been  founded  by  Philip  Embury 
in  1766,  and  which  was  being  helped 
by  the  preaching  of  scarlet-coated, 
one-«yed  Captain  Thomas  Webb, 
barrack-master  at  Albany,  the  writer 
told  how  the  group  had  eventually 
moved  into  “a  rigging-house  sixty  feet 
in  length  and  eighteen  in  breadth.” 

But  even  though  this  old  building 
where  sails  had  been  repaired  was 
much  larger  than  the  private  homes 
where  the  society  had  previously 
gathered,  it  was  not  large  enough. 
Indeed,  the  “numbers  increased  so 
fast  that  our  house  for  this  six  weeks 
past  could  not  contain  the  people.  ’  ’ 

T.T.  then  explained  how  the  society 
had  decided  to  buy  lots  and  how  after 
days  of  “fasting  and  prayer”  .  .  . 
"Providence  opened  a  door  .  .  .” 
Next,  he  suggested  that  “if  (he)  would 
intimate  our  circumstances  to 
particular  persons  of  ability  perhaps 
God  would  open  their  hearts  to  assist 
this  infant  society  and  contribute  to 
the  first  preaching-house  on  the  orig¬ 
inal  Methodist  plan  in  America  ...” 
He  was  then  brave  enough  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  preacher  sent  should 
be  a  man  "of  wisdom,  of  sound  faith, 
and  a  good  disciplinarian.” 

And,  perhaps  fearing  that  Wesley 
could  not  raise  enough  money  for  the 
minister’s  passage,  T.T.  pledged  that 
they  would,  if  necessary,  “sell  our 


coats  and  shirts  to  pay  it.” 

Deeply  moved  by  this  appeal, 
Wesley  had  copies  made  of  the  letter 
and  circulated  them  among  the 
various  societies  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  response  was  so 
immediate  and  enthusiastic  that  both 
Joseph  Pilmore  and  Richard 
Boardman  were  sent  to  America  in 
1769;  and,  better  yet,  their  passages 
were  both  paid  in  full,  and  they  took 
with  them  a  donation  of  50  pounds 
from  the  British  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  —  and  a  large  wall  clock  as 
a  personal  gift  from  John  Wesley. 

Today,  this  Wesley  clock  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  possessions  in  the 
John  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
Museum  at  44  John  Street  in 
Manhattan.  It  keeps  excellent  time 
and  is  identical  to  the  one  which  hangs 
in  The  New  Room  in  Bristol’s  Wesley 
Chapel. 

Meditating  in  front  of  it,  one  thinks 
of  the  157  pastors  who  have  been 
guided  by  it  across  the  last  two 
centuries.  These  pastors  include  such 
distinguished  men  as  Philip  Embury, 
Captain  Thomas  Webb,  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury,  Nathan  Bangs, 
Bishop  Thomas  Coke,  Arthur  Bruce 
Moss,  Richard  L.  Francis,  and  many 
others. 

But  why  did  John  Wesley  send  a 
clock  instead  of  some  other  item?  No 
one  really  knows.  But  a  probable 
answer  is  that  he  wanted  to 
emphasize  the  value  of  time,  and  the 
methodical  use  of  it.  Indeed,  he 
underlined  this  thought  by  having 
printed  on  the  clock  the  words  of 
Jesus:  “Be  ye  also  ready:  for  in  such 
an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  man 
cometh”  (Matthew  24:44). 

Mr.  Ludwig,  author  of  numerous 
books,  writes  frequently  about  early 
Methodist  events.  He  lives  in  Tuscon, 
Ariz. 


Case  triggers  confidentiality  questions 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

McKINNEY,  Tex.  —  A  Presbyterian 
minister  —  found  in  contempt  of  court 
here  last  week  for  refusing  to  divulge 
information  from  a  counseling 
relationship  —  has  triggered  interest  in 
submitting  resolutions  to  upcoming 
annual  conference  sessions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Texas  that  would 
deal  with  the  issue. 

“If  UMs  don’t  have  rules  something 
like  the  Presbyterians  have  we’ll  bring 
it  up  on  the  floor  of  annual  confer 
ence,”  said  the  Rev.  Jim  Ozier  of  We$t 
Shore  UMC  in  a  Dallas  suburb. 

Both  major  Presbyterian  denom¬ 
inations  have  rules  that  prohibit  a 
minister  from  revealing  anything  said  in 
a  confidential  conversation,  even  if  the 
other  party  gives  permission  in  a  court 
of  law. 

The  Rev.  Ron  Salfen  of  Trinity 
Presbyterian  Church  in  The  Colony 
relied  heavily  on  those  rules  in 
explaining  to  a  judge  here  why  he  could 
not  obey  the  judge’s  order  to  tell  if  a 
church  secretary  had  talked  to  him  about 
the  possibility  of  jumping  bond  on  a  drug 
possession  charge. 

Mr.  Salfen  said  he  gives  church  law 
precedence  over  state  law.  The  judge 
sentenced  him  to  12  hours  in  jail  and  $10 
on  each  of  six  counts  of  contempt  and 
said  the  jail  penalty  would  continue  for 
every  day  Mr.  Salfen  refused  to  obey.  A 
Texas  Court  of  Criminal  Appeals  a  few 
hours  later  postponed  the  sentence  until 

Churches  to  ease 
coast  tensions 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  —  Texas  churches 
are  seeking  to  help  resolve  the  conflict 
between  Vietnamese  and  American 
fishermen  on  the  Gulf  coast,  which  has 
been  recently  inflamed  by  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan. 

The  Texas  Council  of  Churches,  which 
includes  Catholics,  has  urged  all  parties 
in  the  conflict  to  set  aside  violence  and 
work  toward  a  peaceful  solution. 
Churches  throughout  the  state  have 
planned  activities  to  promote  peace  and 
better  understanding  between  groups  to 
coincide  with  anti-Vietnamese  rallies 
planned  by  the  Klan. 

“We  have  also  sent  one  of  our  own  staff 
to  go  up  and  down  the  coast,  talking  to 
people,  to  try  to  head  off  violence,”  said 
Donald  Hohl,  assistant  director  of  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Conference  (USCC) 
Migration  and  Refugee  Service. 

He  said  tensions  between  Vietnamese 
and  American  fishermen  were  occurring 
along  various  parts  of  the  Gulf  coast  — 
which  has  attracted  many  Vietnamese 
refugees  who  were  originally  resettled  in 
other  areas. 

A  series  of  orientation  meetings  are 
also  planned  in  towns  along  the  Gulf 
coast,  “to  bring  together  townspeople, 
American  fishermen  and  Vietnamese 
fisherman,"  Mr.  Hohl  said.  The  meetings 
are  sponsored  by  the  government  and 
church  groups. 

A  class  action  lawsuit  has  been  filed 
here  in  U.S.  District  Court  on  behalf  of 
the  Vietnamese  Fishermen’s  Association 
by  the  Klanwatch  organization,  an  arm 
of  the  Southern  Poverty  Law  Center  in 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

The  current  conflict  involves 
shrimpers  at  Seabrook  and  Kemah, 
Texas,  and  may  have  been  aggravated 
by  the  acquittal  last  year  of  two 
Vietnamese  fishermen  in  the  slaying  of  a 
white  fisherman  in  Seadrift,  a  fishing 
town  about  100  miles  down  the  coast  from 
Seabrook. 


an  appeals  hearing  takes  place  May  27. 

If  Mr.  Salfen  had  obeyed  the  judge,  the 
Presbyterian  Book  of  Order  states  he 
could  have  been  censured,  removed 
temporarily  from  his  church  or  stripped 
of  his  ordination,  according  to  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Tiemann,  a  Dallas 
Presbyterian  who  has  written  a  book  on 
the  subject,  “The  Pastor’s  Right  to 
Silence.” 

Approximately  40  states  have  laws 
concerning  ministers  testifying  on 
pastoral  conversations,  Mr.  Tiemann 
said.  "Most  are  fairly  good.  Nearly  all 
though  have  language  that  leaves  some 
kind  of  loophole  for  a  judge  to  order 
testimony.” 

The  Texas  law  is  the  worst,  Mr. 
Tiemann  claimed.  “The  10  states  that 
say  nothing  about  the  priest-penitent 
privilege  are  better  than  what  this  law 
does." 

Under  Texas  law,  ministers  may 
refuse  to  answer  questions  on  grounds  of 
priest-penitent  confidentiality  but  not  if 
the  judge  orders  them  to  answer. 

Mr.  Tiemann  said  several  ministers  of 
various  denominations  already  are 
working  to  get  a  law  passed  in  Texas  that 
would  provide  more  protection  for 
ministers. 


Majority  of  board 
staff  sign  union  cards 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  majority  of 
the  general  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM)  have 
signed  union  cards,  according  to  a 
newsletter  distributed  late  last  month  by 
“workers  of  the  BGM  Local.”  The  group 
is  affiliated  with  District  65  United  Auto 
Workers. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  board, 
issued  Sept.  1,  1980,  gave  the  figure  for 
New  York-based  general  staff  (non¬ 
management  employees)  as  265.  “This  is 
the  figure  management  is  using,"  said 
Betsy  Ewing,  acting  general  secretary. 

Ann  Gael,  co-chair  of  the  local  together 
with  Mary  Camacho-Torres,  stated  the 
first  alternative  to  be  considered  would 
probably  be  a  request  for  recognition. 

Family  planning  cutbacks 
‘unrealistic,’  exec  testifies 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Ignoring  a 
problem  of  teenagers  by  cutting  back  on 
family  planning  services  is  “to  live  in  a 
dream  world”  and  is  “totally 
unrealistic,”  a  United  Methodist 
executive  has  told  a  cong  essional 
committee. 

Opposition  to  a  reduction  in  the  federal 
budget  for  family  planning  services,  or 
including  it  in  block  grants  to  the  states, 
was  voiced  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fassett, 
acting  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  when  he 
testified  before  the  House  Subcommittee 
on  Health  and  the  Environment. 

He  said  the  federal  government  has 
“played  a  tremendously  important  role 
in  making  such  services  available  to 
large  numbers  of  Americans,”  but  many 
"still  have  no  access”  to  them. 

“At  a  time  when  teenage  pregnancy  is 
reaching  epidemic  proportions,”  Mr. 
Fassett  said,  availability  of  family 
planning  information  and  services  to 
teenagers  “is  absolutely  crucial  to  the 
control  of  teenage  pregnancy.”  He 
pointed  out  the  1980  General  Conference 
of  the  church  had  urged  contraceptive 
information  and  services  be  made 


Several  United  Methodist  ministers 
and  bishops  contacted  by  TM/UMR  said 
they  can’t  recall  their  annual 
conferences  having  any  rules  on  the 
subject  of  confidentiality. 

Mr.  Ozier  said  he  and  some  other 
United  Methodists  with  whom  he  has 
talked  aren’t  interested  in  a  rule  as 
restrictive  as  Presbyterians.’  "We  would 
want  something  that  supports  the  right  of 
a  minister  to  make  the  decision  to 
withhold  information  in  the  face  of  a 
contempt  ruling.” 

Bishop  John  Russell  of  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area  said  that  even  if  the 
denomination  doesn’t  have  written  rules, 
the  understanding  historically  has  been 
that  "the  only  way  I  know  you  can 
maintain  a  trust  level  as  a  pastor  is  for 
persons  to  know  when  they  come  to  visit 
me  that  under  no  circumstances  will  that 
information  be  shared  with  any  person.  I 
look  upon  that  as  being  a  very  sacred 
matter.” 

Mr.  Tiemann  said  both  Mr.  Salfen  and 
the  judge  went  into  the  contempt  hearing 
last  week  expecting  that  they  would 
become  involved  in  a  test  case  over  the 
law.  Mr.  Ozier  said  he  regretted  the 
judge’s  decision  but  is  happy  that  the  law 
will  be  tested. 


available  without  regard  to  age  and 
without  being  contingent  upon  parental 
consent  or  notification. 

Appalachian  Service 
Project  moves  offices 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The 
Appalachian  Service  Project  (ASP),  a 
program  affiliated  with  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
here,  will  move  its  offices  May  25  from 
Nashville  to  Johnson  City,  Tenn.  to  be 
closer  to  summer  work  centers. 

The  project,  started  in  1969  by  the  late 
Glenn  “Tex”  Evans,  a  Discipleship  staff 
member,  uses  volunteer  labor  to  repair 
the  homes  of  economically 
disadvantaged  families  in  Appalachia. 

The  project  will  be  working  out  of  eight 
centers  this  summer:  six  in  Kentucky, 
one  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  Tennessee. 
More  than  160  youth  groups  will 
participate  in  the  13th  annual  program. 

David  Palmer,  co-director,  said  the 
move  will  .allow  ASP  staff  to  be  more 
aware  of  the  needs,  attributes  and 
problems  of  Appalachia.  Johnson  City  is 
in  the  northeast  comer  of  Tennessee. 
Offices  will  be  in  the  Asbury  Center, 
Boone  and  Wantagua  Streets,  owned  by 
the  Hols  ton  Conference  Senior  Care 
Service. 


CLASSIFIED 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH- ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR: 
Needed  at  once.  Must  be  experienced  and  trained. 
Good  salary  and  working  conditions.  Send  resume 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  577, 
Carthage.  TX  75663  or  phone  (214)  693-5227  or  693- 
3459 _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Needed  full-time  for  1550 

member  church  in  Central  Florida.  Well  established 
relational  youth  ministries  program  Contact: 
Gerald  E  Chambers.  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  236,  Maitland.  Florida  32751 

HYMN  CONTEST  -  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
723  Center  Street.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  72201.  Due  Date. 
July  15th,  1981.  Guide  lines  on  request _ 

GROUPS  RESERVE  NOW:  For  The  Great  Passion 
Play  (May  thru  Oct.)  Tickets,  lodging,  meals.  & 
swimming  all  for  just  $16  each  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort.  Rt  1,  Eureka  Springs,  ARK  72632.  Call 
(501 1  253  8418. _ _ 

CHINA  June,  July,  Aug  .?  Sept.,  Oct.  SWITZER¬ 
LAND  in  summer-one-week  programs  with  exten¬ 
sions.  Host  benefits  on  all  tours.  Purcell  Travel,  Inc.,' 
305  Alcazar,  Coral  Gables,  FL  (305  )  448-7453. 
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Bobby  Sands  death 
said  ‘useless  sacrifice’ 


pool  their  problems  and  solutions  relative  to 
sheltered  workshops  and  the  rehabilitation  of 
persons,  enabling  them  to  enter  the  labor  market. 

Unique  to  these  groups,  as  stated1  by  Inez  Scio- 
ville  of  Bogota,  Colombia,  “Even  inJ6ur  city  of  half 
a  million,  our  board  members  pitch  in  and  do  the 
hauling  of  contributed  materials,  when  necessary. 
Or,  they  find  someone  who  will.”  Miss  Scioville  is 
a  long-time  director  of  Goodwill  Industries. 

Such  a  network  of  volunteer  workers  is  made  up 
of  pastors,  priests,  professionals,  and  other 
concerned  individuals.  God  can  accomplish 
tremendous  things  through  persons  who  don’t  care 
who  gets  the  credit ! 

Shortages  of  contributed  clothing  create  a 


Latin  Americans  make  disabled  active  priority 

Ru  M i R  IAR If  v * unro un  nr  i  ui i  ,  .  ,,  „  “  ^ 


By  MARJORIE  VANDERVELDE 

A  deep  concern  for  the  handicapped  is  an  active 
priority  of  Goodwill  Industries  during  this  Inter¬ 
national  Year  of  Disabled  Persons,  especially  for 
Goodwill  of  Latin  America. 

Goodwill  Industries  started  in  Panama  about  a 
decade  ago,  in  Grace  Methodist  Church.  It  was 
sponsored  by  United  Methodists  of  the  U.S.A., 
until  the  autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Costa 
Rica  and  Panama  took  over  as  sponsor  with  help 
from  Panama’s  social  welfare  program,  the 
Ministry  of  Education  (teaching  handicapped) 
and  others. 

Goodwill  Industries  directors  of  Central  and 
South  America  met  in  Panama  early  in  1981  to 

Consumers  are 
being  consumed 
.  by  advertising 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Consumers  are 
<  being  consumed  by  the  advertisements 
'•  in  periodicals  and  television,  according 
to  a  Jesuit  professor  who  has  delved 
deeply  into  the  meanings  behind  the 
’messages. 

The  Rev.  John  Kavanaugh,  SJ.,  who 
teaches  philosophy  at  the  University  of 
St.  Louis,  reflects,  “You  can  buy 
Happiness,  in  perfume;  Joy  in  perfume, 

Life  in  a  cereal  box;  ‘Peace  of  mind’  in 
•  motor  oil  and  the  ‘Real  Thing’  in  a  soft 
4drink. 

^  “Plato  was  right  when  he  said  if  you 
qcan  control  images  you  can  control  the 
,-mind." 

-  The  advertising  critic  has  collected 
hundreds  of  slides  from  various 

^magazines.  He  showed  them  at  the  re¬ 
cent  convention  of  the  National  Catholic 
.•Educational  Association  in  New  York. 

-  “Products  are  continually  portrayed 
as  children  substitutes,  parent  sub¬ 
stitutes  and  spouse  substitutes,”  he  said. 


problem.  Recently  Church  World  Service  shipped 
two  tons  of  used  materials,  for  reworking  by  Good¬ 
will  Industries. 

Such  used  materials  are  selectively  sorted,  with 
wearable  items  cleaned  and  put  on  racks. 
Sheltered  workshop  people  take  the  remaining 
fabrics  and  rip  off  buttons  and  zippers  for  reuse. 
Cloth  not  good  for  anything  else  is  converted  into 
grease  rags  or  cleaning  cloths.  There  are  seldom 
enough  bales  of  these  to  meet  the  demand  in  Pan¬ 
ama,  where  mechanical  shops  for  the  Panama 
Canal  and  supporting  equipment  for  ships  in  tran¬ 
sit  have  a  never-ending  need  of  grease  cloths. 
(Some  6,569  ships  passed  through  Panama  Canal 
in  six  months  of  1980. ) 


One  magazine  ad  which  drew  scorn 
said:  “There  comes  a  time  in  everyone’s 
llife  when  they  just  want  to  be  alone  with 
the  person  they  love,”  and  showed  a 
couple  in  bed  watching  separate  tele¬ 
visions. 

Other  messages  that  made  his  point  in¬ 
cluded  “The  tire  for  lovers”;  “Think  of 
her  and  your  mother,”  about  an  airline 
stewardess;  “World’s  Greatest  Dad,” 
liquor;  “We  don’t  love  you  and  leave 
•you,"  a  copier  machine. 

“It’s  more  profitable  to  have  insecure, 
unhappy  and  depressed  people  because 
'they  buy  more  products,"  Father  Kava- 
jiaugh  stated,  citing  high  sales  for 
!  cosmetics,  acne  medicine;  diet  aids, 
liquor,  fragrances  and  designer  jeans. 

Poem  of  the  Week 

Source  of  new  beginnings  1 
By  JEAN  RASMUSSEN 
“In  the  beginning  God  ...” 

Is  there  anything  new 
under  the  sun? 

A  baby  cries  the  joy 

of  a  first  breath.  Love 

leaps  from  one  heart  to  another. 

Faith  reaches  up 
to  flame  the  wick  of  peace. 

Hope  defies  advancing  doubt; 
a  single  shout  levels  the  wall. 

Prayer  permeates  a  day. 

In  the  new  beginning  God. 


A  new  need  for  the  bales  of  cleaning  and/or 
grease  cloths  is  the  new  oil  line  from  Alaska. 
Tankers  too  large  for  the  canal  unload  at  a  new 
terminal  at  Charco  Azul,  close  to  Costa  Rica. 
There  the  oil  is  reloaded  on  smaller  tankers  that 
can  transit  the  canal.  This  terminal  is  a  big 
market  for  the  bales  of  cleaning  and/or  grease 
cloths  put  out  by  sheltered  workshops  of  Goodwill. 

But  the  sheltered  workshops  turn  out  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  other  products.  Sewing  rooms  are  busy 
making  pillows  and  similar  items  on  sub-contract 
from  industries.  Other  specialties  are  in  the  up¬ 
holstering  and  furniture  departments. 

When  disabled  persons  in  sheltered  workshops 
can  be  promoted  to  other  departments  of  Good- 


Children ’s  talent 
raises  funds 
for  blankets 

BANGOR,  N.Y.  -The  Holmes 
quartet  composed  of  two  brothers  and 
two  sisters  —  Eric,  Rebecca,  Kirsten, 
and  Darin  —  recently  helped  present 
Spring  Fling  II  to  a  full  house  at  the 
United  Methodist  Church  here. 

The  talent  show  included  singing, 
instrumental  music,  plays  and  other 
activities.  The  proceeds  from  the 
show  were  used  to  buy  blankets  and 
materials  for  school  and  health  kits 
for  the  Church  World  Service  clothing 
drive.  The  kits  were  assembled  by  the 
Sunday  School  children  as  well, 
according  to  a  report  in  the  Northern 
New  York  edition  of  the  Reporter. 
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‘ Dpar  Deborah ’ 


will  or  enter  the  outsid  e  work  market,  they  do  so. 

Before  individuals  (between  16  and  40)  are 
admitted  to  a  sheltered  workshop  for  training, 
they  must““pass  examinations  administered  by 
psychologista-shd  so-  cial  workers  of  the  ministry  of 
health.  Teachers  ar  e  supplied  by  the  ministry  of 
education  and  Good\  rill  Industries. 

The  trainees  are  g  uided  in  adaptation,  attitudes, 
work  habits,  and  quality  of  work.  The  goal  is  to 
turn  out  well-round  ed  craftsmen,  and  to  give  the 
worker  a  feeling  oJ:  self  dignity.  A  byproduct  is 
that  the  person’s  family  is  relieved  of  a  burden, 
while  society  as  a  w  hole,  benefits. 

Ms.  Vandervelcb?  is  a  freelance  writer  from 
Emmetsburg .  Iowa  . 


History  of  Hymns 

Sacred  folk  song  spread  rapidly 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

What  wondrous  love  is  this,  O  my  soul, 

0  my  soul, 

What  wondrous  love  is  this,  O  my  soul, 
What  wondrous  love  is  this 
That  caused  the  Lord  of  bliss 
To  bear  the  dreadful  curse  for  my  soul, 
for  my  soul, 

To  bear  the  dreadful  curse  for  my 
soul. 

There  is  a  rich  heritage  of  American 
sacred  folk  songs  dating  from  the  early 
19th  century.  They  seem  to  be  identified 
more  with  the  southern  states  than  the 
New  England  states,  but  not  exclusively. 

Some  of  them  are  folk  melodies  set  to 
imported  English  hymns  by  such  writers 
as  Isaac  Watts,  John  Newton,  Samuel 
Stennett,  and  others. 

Some  of  these  are  still  sung  in  our 
churches:  “Amazing  Grace,"  “ 

Ye  Sinners,  Poor  and  Needy 


Come, 

- - “How 

Firm  a  Foundation,”  and  “On  Jordan’s 
Stormy  Banks  I  Stand." 

Other  sacred  folk  songs  have 
indigenous  words  and  music  both  of 
unknown  origin.  Among  these  are 
“Where  Are  the  Hebrew  Children,"  “Our 
Bondage,  It  Shall  End  By  and  By,”  and 
perhaps  the  chuicest  American  sacred 
folk  song,  “What  Wondrous  Love  Is 
This." 

The  words  for  "What  Wondrous  Love 
,c  This"  have  been  found  as  early  as  1811, 


in  two  collections  published  that  year. 
One  was  a  camp  meeting  songbook 
(words  only)  published  in  Lynchberg, 
Va.,  and  the  other  was  a  hymn  book 
compiled  by  a  Baptist  preacher  in 
Frankfort,  Ky. 

The  Virginia  Book  was  the  work  of 
Stith  Mead,  and  had  an  impressive  title, 
“A  General  Selection  of  Hymns,  the 
Newest  and  Most  Admired  Hymns  and 
Spiritual  Songs  Now  in  Use.”’ The  title 
implies  that  “What  Wondrous  Love  Is 
This”  was  either  a  very  new  song  in  1811, 
or  one  that  had  only  recently  come  to  Mr. 
Mead’s  attention.  Also,  the  fact  that  it 
was  included  in  this  camp  meeting  song- 
book  suggests  that  it  was  popular  in 
camp  meetings  in  Virginia. 

The  Kentucky  Baptist  preacher  was 
Starke  Dupuy,  whose  hymn  book  was 
entitled  “A  Selection  of  Hymns  and 
Spiritual  Songs  from  the  Best  Authors.” 
It  was  primarily  designed  for  Baptist 


churches  in  Kentucky. 

The  appearance  of  this  text  in  these 
two  books  in  the  same  year  indicates  that 
by  that  time  the  song  was  rapidly 
becoming  known  in  those  areas.  The 
“Wondrous  Love”  tune  did  not  get  into 
print  until  the  1843  printing  of  William 
Walker’s  “Southern  Harmony,"  where 
the  name  “Christopher"  is  given. 

Thirty  years  later,  Mr.  Walker,  a  South 
Carolina  singing  school  teacher, 
published  the  tune  again  with  the  words 
“Arranged  by  James  Christopher,  of 
Spartanburg,  S.C." 

The  unknown  writer  of  the  words  did 
not  intend  to  raise  a  question  by  asking 
“What  wondrous  love  is  this,”  but  to 
exclaim  with  overflowing  gratitude  for 
the  wondrous  love  that  “caused  the  Lord 
of  bliss  to  bear  the  dreadful  curse  for  my 
soul." 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN:  “Crown  Him 
with  Many  Crowns" 


Bomb-beating  tractor  hits  snags 

VTXT'M'tt  a  Tvrc'  i xto  ,  .  _ 


VIENTIANE,  Laos  (RNS)  -  A  “Bom 
bie-beating"  tractor  designed  to  safely 
detonate  small  bombs  dropped  on  Laos 
by  Americans  has  run  into  some  snags  in 
testing,  say  Mennonite  staff  involved  in 
the  project. 

The  tractor  was  given  by  the  Mennon¬ 
ite  Central  Committee  (MCC)  to  Xieng 


Khouang  Province  in  north  central  Laos, 
where  vast  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped 
between  1964  and  1973. 

Before  the  tractor  can  be  used 
a  number  of  flaws  have  to  be  corrected, 
said  Fred  and  Jan  Swartzendruber  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  the  MCC  representa¬ 
tives  who  delivered  the  tractor  in  1980. 


Good-bye  ritual  shared 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  do  it!  We  do  it!  We  say  "goodbye" 
in  the  service  (see  letter  2/20/81).  We 
have  used  the  enclosed  RITUAL  OF 
DEPARTURE  for  three  or  four  years 
and  it  is  very  meaningful  for  a  final 
recognition  rather  than  a  gradual  fading. 

Norm  C. 

RITUAL  OF  DEPARTURE 

Leader:  In  God’s  plan  for  life,  we 
come  this  day  to  give  thanks  for 

. who  have  been  part  of  our 

church  family,  and  who  leave  our 
midst  and  our  location  for  new  home, 
new  work,  new  church,  new  life 

together  in . In  order  that  their 

going  is  not  a  gradual  fading  from  our 
lives  and  our  minds,  but  a  joyous 
sending  forth  as  they  are  real  to  us 
and  present  with  us,  we  take  this 
worship  moment  to  pray,  giving 
thanks  for  their  time  with  us,  and 
asking  Godspeed  on  their  travels  and 


their  future. 

Prayer  follows,  then  the  Leader  says: 
Go  now,  with  our  blessing,  with  our 
love  ;  and  go  with  God. 

(This  service  is  incorporated  into  the 
worship  service  just  prior  to  the  bene¬ 
diction.) 

Deeir  Norm: 

Thank  you  for  sharing  this  ritual  with 
us.  Apparently  this  practice  is  more 
widespread  than  I  had  thought.  Now  all 
we  need  is  a  graceful  ritual  of  departure 
for  th  ose  who  get  angry  about  somethin  ,g 
the  mirtister;  the  choir,’  or  assort*  *id 
others  do,  and  stomp  off  to  anott  ier 
church!  Then  again,  perhap-s  so  me 
reader  has  such  a  ritual? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  perf  IOnal 
prob  lems  in  living  the  Christian  fait  h  and 
life.  Write:  "Dear  Deborah"  P.0  .  Box 
2210i'6.  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


Dialing 

Bible 

stories 

WALLA  WALLA. 
Wash.  —  Judy 
Turnbull,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  As¬ 
sembly  of  God 
here,  makes  a  tape 
recording  for 
“Dial-A-Story,”  a 
church-sponsored 
special  phone  num¬ 
ber  that  people  of 
all  ages  can  dial  to 
hear  Bible  stories. 
RELIGIONS  NEWS  SER- 


Prayers  raised  daily  for  Atlanta  children 

ATLANTA  —  Standing  on  the  steps  of  Atlanta's  City  Hall  and  holding  an  open  Bible, 
the  Rev.  John  Sharp  leads  the  first  in  a  series  of  daily  prayer  services  for  the  missing 
and  murdered  children  of  the  city.  Other  participants,  from  left,  are:  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Lowery,  president  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference:  the  Rev. 
William  Revely  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  Right  Rev.  Bennett  J.  Sims,  Episcopal 
Bishop  of  Atlanta.  religious  news  service  photo 

Copts  seek  freedom 


INDIANAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  For  some 
time  now,  a  congregation  of  Christian 
Egyptian-Americans  in  Indianapolis  and 
the  surrounding  area  have  been  making 
regular  monthly  donations  to  a  growing 
fund,  eagerly  anticipating  the  time  when 
they  will  have  enough  money  to  buy  land 
and  build  their  own  church. 

The  congregation,  incorporated  as  the 
St.  Mark  and  St.  Mary  Coptic  Orthodox 
Church,  is  made  up  mainly  of  professors, 
school  teachers,  doctors,  scientists  and 
engineers. 

The  Copts  have  been  holding  their 


religious  services  in  the  local  St.  George 
Greek  Orthodox  Church.  About  once  a 
month,  a  Coptic  priest  from  New  York 
celebrates  the  Eucharistic  liturgy  for  the 
more  than  30  families  of  the  con¬ 
gregation. 

Once  the  land  is  bought  and  the  church 
built,  the  congregation  hopes  to  obtain  its 
own  permanent  pastor  from  Egypt. 
Plans  also  call  for  construction  of  a 
pastor's  residence. 

He  said  they  had  left  Egypt,  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  Muslim  nation,  because  they 
wanted  more  religious  and  civil  freedom. 


By  Religious  News  Service 
Calling  the  death  of  Bobby  Sands  in  an 
Ulster  prison  a  "useless  sacrifice,”  the 
leader  of  America’s  Catholic  bishops 
said  he  hoped  it  would  make  both  sides 
realize  “the  inescapable  need  to  avoid 
violence  and  to  seek  resolution  of 
differences  through  peaceful 
negotiations.” 

The  comment  by  Minneapolis-St.  Paul 
Archbishop  John  R.  Roach  was  a  view 
expressed  by  many  religious  leaders 
following  the  27 -year-old  Irishman’s 
death  on  May  5  at  the  Maze  Prison 
outside  Belfast  after  66  days  without 
food.  He  had  sought  unsuccessfully  to 
gain  political  status  for  imprisoned  IRA 
guerrillas. 

In  Los  Angeles,  where  he  was  reached 
during  a  U.S.  pastoral  visit,  Archbishop 
Robert  Runcie  of  Canterbury  said  the 
“self-inflicted"  nature  of  Mr.  Sand’s 
death  contributed  another  painful 
dimension  to  the  tragedy  —  “par¬ 
ticularly  so  for  Christians.  ” 

Like  other  churchmen,  the  Anglican 
leader  urged  the  people  of  Northern 
Ireland  "not  to  allow  themselves  to  be 
exploited  for  purposes  of  retaliation  or 
for  further  violence.” 

In  New  York,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  major  U.S.  alliance  of 
Orthodox  and  Protestant  Christians, 
meanwhile  quoted  the  words  of  Pope 
John  Paul  II  during  his  1979  visit  to  Ire¬ 
land:  “Do  not  listen  to  voices  which 
speak  the  language  of  hatred,  revenge 
and  retaliation." 

Also  quoted  was  a  new  plea  by  the  Irish 
Council  of  Churches  saying,  “Sooner  or 
later  the  death  and  destruction  in 
Northern  Ireland  must  come  to  an  end. 
The  time  to  stop  is  now !  ’  ’ 

New  York  Cardinal  Terence  Cooke, 
whose  diocese  includes  many  Irish- 
Americans,  asked  God  “to  enlighten  our 
minds  with  the  realization  that  peace 
cannot  be  established  by  violence,  even 
by  the  violent  taking  of  one's  own  life.” 

Taking  sharp  issue  with  such  sen¬ 
timents  was  the  Rev.  Sean  McManus,  the 
Ulster-born  founder  and  director  in 
Washington  of  the  Irish  National  Caucus 
who  hailed  Mr.  Sand’s  death  as  a 
“sacrificial”  offering  to  Irish  nation¬ 
alism. 

The  death  of  the  young  guerrilla,  who 
spent  nearly  a  third  of  his  life  in  prison, 
“will  seal  for  all  time  the  ending  of 


English  rule  in  Ireland.’  ’  Father 
McManus  said. 

“Then,  fifty,  one  hundred  yc  jars  h'ence, 
generations  of  Irishmen  will  remomber 
nothing  of  (Prime  Minister;  Maggie 
Thatcher  but  that  simple,  hor  rific  fact  — 
that  she  let  young  Sands  die.'  ' 

Mrs.  Thatcher  told  Britai  n’s  House  of 
Commons  after  the  yo’  ang  hunger 
striker’s  death  that  her  government 
would  not  change  its  policy  and  grant 
political  status  to  prisoners  held  in  Ulster 
for  terrorist  violence.  To  d  o  so,  she  said, 
would  be  “to  give  a  license  to  kill.” 

Michael  Foot,  leader  of  the  opposition 
Labor  Party,  said  he  stro  ngly  supported 
the  policy.  To  give  pol  itic;  il  status  to  such 
people  would  aid  “(.he  recruitment  of 
terrorists,”  he  said. 

The  Irish  Catholic  lea  der  also  repeated 
“my  previous  plea  to  the  British 
government  to  abandon  their  inflexible 
attitude”  on  the  'tearing  of  civilian 
clothes  and  exemption  from  prison  work, 
two  of  the  fasting  prisoners'  five 
demands. 


Mrs.  Rosalee  n  Sands,  mother  of  I.R.A. 
hunger  striker  Bobby  Sands,  who  died  on 
May  5  in  Maze  Prison  in  the  66th  day  of 
a  fast,  as  she  follows  Mr.  Sands'  coffin 
through  the  st  reels  of  Belfast.  Northern 
Ireland  on  May  7.  enroute  to  St.  Luke's 
Church. 
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Fire  rages  under 
Pennsylvania  town 


By  JANE  WILLIAMS 
■  Centralia  —  a  mining  community  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  —  is  poised  on 
the  brink  of  disaster  because  of  an 
underground  fire  which  has  raged 
unabated  for  19  years. 

The  Rev.  James  F.  Brown,  a  United 
Methodist,  is  the  only  resident  clergy- 
!  man  in  Centralia.  He  lives  with  his 
family  in  a  parsonage  which  is 
!  monitored  monthly  to  determine  if 
lethal  gases  from  the  smoldering  fire 
I  are  entering  the  house. 

Some  of  Centralia’s  1,200  residents 
have  been  issued  carbon  monoxide 
and  oxygen  monitors  which  ring  if 
either  the  carbon  monoxide  level  rises 
dangerously  or  the  oxygen  level 
drops.  Monitors  wail  ominously  two  or 
three  times  a  day,  and  all  that 
residents  can  do  is  to  open  windows 
and  doors. 

A  number  of  children  have  been 
instructed  by  doctors  to  carry  oxygen 
bottles  with  them  whenever  they  are 
in  their  homes  because  the  gases 
aggravate  their  asthma. 

Cave-ins  are  becoming  widespread 
in  the  area  above  the  underground 
fire.  On  Feb.  14,  the  ground  gave  way 
under  a  boy  playing  in  his  grand- 
'  mother’s  yard,  almost  costing  the  12- 
year-old  his  life. 

Of  particular  concern  to  Mr.  Brown 
is  a  natural  gas  line  which  runs  in 
front  of  the  parsonage  and  church. 
Although  officials  have  denied  that 
the  fire  is  close  enough  to  the  gas  line 
to  cause  any  danger  —  as  yet  —  Mr. 
Brown  fears  that  the  steadily  moving 
underground  fire  will  reach  the  line 
without  warning  and  cause  an 
explosion. 

To  move  or  not  to  move 

Centralia  sits  atop  a  vast  coal  field 
covering  94  square  miles  of  Columbia, 
Schuylkill  and  Northumberland 
counties.  The  median  income  is 
$9,000,  and  the  majority  of  residents 
are  retired  persons  or  disabled 
miners  with  strong  ties  to  the  town. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines 
is  studying  several  plans  for  control¬ 


ling  the  fire.  The  one  most  discussed 
involves  total  excavation  of  the 
burning  area  and  some  of  the  area 
surrounding  it. 

Centralia  residents  are  divided  on 
whether  they  would  be  willing  to  co¬ 
operate  with  total  excavation.  Such  a 
project  would  mean  excavating  half 
the  town. 

Mr.  Brown  feels  that  total 
excavation  is  the  only  solution,  but  he 
also  feels  that  because  of  residents’ 
ties  to  Centralia,  it  will  be  hard  to  get 
their  cooperation. 

"There  is  a  feeling  of  distance  from 
the  problem  by  those  families  not 
directly  involved  in  (the  danger 
area),”  Mr.  Brown  said,  “a  feeling 
exists  of  ‘that’s  their  problem  and 
don’t  bother  me.’  " 

He  also  noted  that  there  is  disagree¬ 
ment  among  the  townspeople  as  to 
whether  such  a  drastic  measure  as 
total  excavation  is,  in  fact,  necessary. 

Brown’s  congregation,  likewise,  has 
conflicting  feelings. 

“They  don’t  really  want  to  think 
about  relocating  their  homes  and 
church,”  he  said,  “but  if  they  have  to 
move,  they  would  like  to  go  toward  the 
Mt.  Carmel  area." 

Mt.  Carmel  in  another  county,  is  the 
place  where  most  residents  shop, 
enjoy  recreation,  and  where  Centralia 
children  attend  school. 

Centralia  is  located  on  the  edge  of 
Columbia  County.  The  county  com¬ 
missioners  would  like  to  relocate  the 
townspeople  towards  Bloomsburg, 
but  that  area  has  a  farming  culture 
with  which  Centralia  has  little  in 
common. 

Mr.  Brown  notes  that  he  is  trying  to 
provide  pastoral  care  to  the  three 
families  from  his  church  that  are 
directly  involved  in  the  danger  area. 
He  is  walking  a  tightrope  as  to  how 
much  leadership  in  decision-making 
he  should  offer  the  townspeople. 

This  article  by  Jane  Williams  first 
appeared  in  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  edition  of  the  Reporter. 
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Louisiana  Conference  1981 
Summer  Camping  Program 


Each  Camp  Is  Open  To  Persons 


CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTRE 


Elementary  (entering 5th &  6th  grades) 

I  June  15-19  Rev.  Larry  Odell,  P.0.  Box  609,  West  Monroe, 
71291 

Rev.  Charles  Humphries,  508  Polk  St., 


Mansfield,  71052 

Rev.  Jim  Humphries,  1200  Dubach,  Ruston, 
71270 

II  July  13-17  Mrs.  Cathey  Craton  Sholar,  P.O.  Box  5038, 

Shreveport,  71105 

Rev.  Doug  Foreman,  P.O.  Box  700,  Hodge, 
71247 

III  July  27-31  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  P.O.  Box  176,  Dubach,  71235 

Rev.  Ray  Spiller,  P.O.  Box  982,  Many,  71449 
Junior  High  (entering  7th  and  8th  grades) 

I  June  22-26  Rev.  Lee  McKinzie,  3900  Loop  Rd.,  Monroe, 

71203 

Ms.  Kay  Madden,  Head  of  Texas,  Shreveport, 
71101 

II  July  20-24  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth,  Box  192,  Gibsland,  71028 

Rev.  James  Jones,  711  Charter  St.,  Delhi,  71232 
Senior  High  (entering  grades  9-12) 

June  8-12  Rev.  Reb  Martin,  Head  of  Texas,  Shreveport, 
71101 

Mr.  Benny  Vaughan,  P.O.  Box  5038, 
Shreveport,  71105 


Brochures  Are  Available  From 

The  District  Directors  Of  Camping 
Or  The  Camp  Director 
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Elders,  Deacons  to  be  ordained 


Fourteen  candidates  for  elder  and  six 
candidates  for  probationary/deacon  will 
be  ordained  at  Annual  Conference  June 
4,  Thursday,  at  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Shreveport. 

The  candidates  for  elder  will  be  the  last 
group  to  be  ordained  after  serving  one 
year  under  the  supervision  of  a  district 
superintendent.  After  this  year,  deacons 
will  serve  two  years  under  the 
supervision  of  a  district  superintendent. 

Ordination  as  an  elder  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  requires  ordination  as  a 
deacon  and  then  supervision  under  a 
district  superintendent  and  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  During  the  year  the 
deacons  serve  as  assistants  to  pastors  in 


such  functions  as  assisting  with  the 
service  of  communion,  visiting  the  sick 
and  other  pastorally-related  functions. 

The  deacons  also  work  with  the  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  by  writing  papers 
which  include  a  sermon  and  a  credo.  The 
Board  conducts  research  and  interviews 
of  the  deacons.  Four  retreats  are  also 
part  of  the  process.  At  the  retreats,  the 
deacons  participate  in  various  activities, 
including  a  mock  Cabinet  that  helps 
them  understand  how  appointments  are 
made  and  other  workings  of  the  Cabinet. 

Those  being  ordained  as  deacons  will 
have  eight  years  to  finish  their  schooling. 

To  be  ordained  as  a  deacon,  candidates 
must  be  recommended  by  the  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  committee  of  their 


home  church  and  have  completed  half  of 
their  seminary  training. 

The  deacons  ordained  this  year  will  be 
under  the  new  rule  of  two  year 
supervision  by  a  district  superintendent. 

Therefore,  the  process  starts  with 
candidacy  recommendations  by  the 
Pastor-Parish  relations  committee  of  the 
home  church,  seminary,  ordination  as  a 
deacon  half-way  through  seminary, 
graduation  from  seminary,  supervision 
under  a  district  superintendent  and  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  for  two  years 
and  ordination  as  an  elder,  which  brings 
the  elders  into  the  full  connection  with 
the  conference. 

Candidates  for  elder  this  year  include: 


Weldon  C.  Bares  of  the  First  church  of 
Lafayette, 


Troy  E.  Boyd,  Jr.,  of  the  First  church 
of  Mansfield, 


Kathy  A.  Clark  of  the  Memorial  church 
of  Monroe, 


Kathy  H.  Henderson  of  the  Istrouma 
church. 


Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church  recently  held  an  unusual  drama. 
“Variations  on  the  Themes  of  Paradise  Lost,"  presented  by  the  youth  at  the 
evening  service  April  26. 

Participants  included:  (first  row,  from  left)  Steve  Sullivan,  Adam:  Billy 
Smelley,  John:  Scott  Sullivan,  Samson;  Sandy  McCoy,  Eve  and  Donna  Jones, 
Mary  Magdalene:  (second  row)  Wayne  Shaw,  Devil:  Cindy  Sullivan,  Delilah; 
Don  McCoy,  Beelzebub  and  Laura  Miller,  Violence. 


We’re  having  a  gathering!  The 
Third  National  Congress  of  United 
Methodist  Men  will  meet  at  Purdue 
University,  July  10-12,  1981.  Buses 
will  be  going  from  Louisiana.  June 
1st  is  the  deadline  for  registration. 
Ernest  C.  Arnold,  Conference  Pres¬ 
ident,  will  have  registration  blanks 
at  Annual  Conference.  Let’s  have  a 
large  delegation  at  this  great 
meeting. 

Sincerely, 


Nolley  Noteables  set 
for  eight  state  tour 


The  Nolley  Noteables  are  at  it  again. 

This  group  of  youth  from  the  Nolley 
Memorial  United  Methodist  gave  their 
most  recent  concert  at  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Harahan,  at  the 
10:30  a  m.  worship  service  May  10. 

The  45-minute  program  consists  of 
spiritual  messages  for  all  ages. 
Testimonies  about  the  ways  of  God  in 
their  local  church,  community,  district, 
state  and  beyond  add  to  the  program. 


The  group  has  been  giving  concerts  for 
the  past  four  years  in  four  to  six  states 
each  year,  performing  at  many  district 
and  state  events  in  Louisiana. 

The  choir  will  be  busy  this  summer 
with  an  eight-state  tour  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

A  pancake  breakfast,  two  flea  markets 
and  a  bake  sale  support  their  budget 
which  includes  all  tour  costs. 


All  members  of  the  choir  are  also 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Youth, 
proving  the  Nolley  church  of  Jena  have  a 
truly  total  youth  program. 

Paul  D.  Fellows  is  the  director  of  the 
group,  with  the  assistance  of  Sally 
Griffin.  John  Buckhalter  is  the  pianist 
with  Erma  Adams  as  the  youth  director. 
Ann  Hughes  is  counselor  and  tour 
director  with  the  Rev.  James  L.  Adams, 
pastor. 


David  G.  Trickett  of  the  Noel  church. 


Attention 
Methodist  Men 


Millicent  C.  Feske  of  the  Franklin  First 
Church, 


Ester  L.  Hammond  of  the  Bogalusa 
First  Chyrch, 


James  T.  Logan  of  Quitman, 


l  r* 

George  W.  Martin,  Jr.,  of  the  Coral 
Gables  First  Church  in  Florida, 


% 


With  the  end  of  the  school  year  comes  graduation,  a  very 
important  point  in  everyone’s  life.  Each  year,  the  Zachary 
UMW  sponsors  Senior  Day.  the  first  Sunday  in  May.  to 
honor  all  those  graduating  seniors  who  are  members  of  the 


Donald  R.  Morgan  of  the  Welsh  First 
church, 

Candidates  for  deacon  in  the 
Conference  are: 


church.  Each  senior  is  presented  with  a  corsage  and  a  por¬ 
trait.  The  seniors  are  recognized  during  a  special  service. 
Mrs.  Lula  Pope  is  shown  pinning  a  boutonniere  on  Burt 
Pope  as  Brent  Anderson  looks  on. 


Lewis  L.  Olmsted  of  the  First  church  in 
Slidell, 


Leon  A.  Boggs.  Jr.,  of  the  Denham 
Springs  First  church, 


Freida  M.  Brown  of  the  Wesley  church 
of  Baton  Rouge, 

Candidates  for  elder  not  pictured  are: 

Mary  T.  McConnell  of  the  Springhill 
church, 

Stephen  R.  Williamson  of  the  West 
Monroe  First  church. 

Candidates  for  deacon  not  pictured  are: 


Stephen  P 
church. 


incere 


Jerry  W'.  Van  Hoosen  of  the  First 
church  of  Slidell. 


Julius  Jefferson  of  the  Bethany  church 
in  New  Orleans, 


Carter  of  the  Hosston 
Lewis  M.  Moris  of  the  Palestine  church. 


Robert  Brannen,  Jr.,  spouse  of  Carolyn 
Pullen  Brannon,  died  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
after  a  long  illness  May  12.  Carolyn  is  a 
probationary  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  is  on  appointment  to 
attend  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 


q  f  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


LOUISIANA 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop 
Byrl  Moreland,  Editor 
Victor  M.  Andrews,  Assoc.  Editor 
P.O.  Drawer  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 
Phone:  (504)  927-7820 

0//icial  publication  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  Coherence 


IThe  Nolley  NOTEables: 

— 3 - * - *-=■ - <• 


WJUfJM 


Why  so  much  recent  attention  given 
to  religious  life  in  China,  Cuba? 


THE  I'.MTKI)  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


MAY  29.1981 


Christians  should  love  and  care  for  needy 

e  Editor:  \  **  * 


It  was  probably  inevitable  that  among 
our  more  than  500,000  subscribers, 
someone  would  notice  the  sizeable  num¬ 
ber  of  articles  we  have  published 
recently  about  religious  life  in  China  and 
Cuba,  and  draw  the  conclusion  that 
TM/CMR’s  editors  have  become  at  least 
“soft  on  communism,”  and  perhaps 
“enamored  with”  it  (see  TM/UMR,  April 
24,  May  1,  May  8,  May  15,  May  22,  and 
elsewhere  on  this  page. ) 

The  inevitable  occurred  as  last  week’s 
mail  contained  a  couple  of  letters  expres¬ 
sing  such  views. 

One  of  the  letters  came  from  a  person 
who  just  started  receiving  TM/UMR  in 
late  April,  and  concluded  —  quite  under¬ 
standably  —  on  the  basis  of  these  initial 
issues  received,  that  we  appear  to  be 
unduly  preoccupied  with  reporting  on  life 
in  countries  with  Marxist  governments. 

The  other  letter  came  from  a  long-time 
reader  whom  we  assumed  would  be 
fully  familiar  with  our  publishing 
policies,  our  commitment  to  accurate 
and  balanced  reporting  of  religious  news 
across  the  world,  and  the  cyclical  nature 
of  news  reporting  and  reader-feedback. 

Perhaps  we  assumed  too  much.  For 
the  benefit  of  any  other  readers  who  may 
have  wondered  about  our  policies  and 
intentions  in  publishing  so  many  articles 
out  of  China  and  Cuba  in  recent  issues, 
we  offer  the  following  explicit  rationale. 
These  reports  resulted  from  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  staff  coincidentally  receiving 


unusual  travel  opportunities  to  observe 
current  religious  and  cultural  life  in 
these  countries  at  the  same  time.  One  of 
the  trips  was  planned  over  a  period  of 
several  months ;  the  other  developed  only 
a  couple  of  weeks  before  the  time  of 
departure.  We  believed  then  —  and  still 
believe  —  both  to  be  worthwhile. 

While  the  simultaneous  timing  of  these 
two  journeys  created  some  unfortunate 
by-products  —  such  as  reports  about 
them  competing  with  one  another  for 
space,  creating  a  double  drain  on  the 
paper’s  travel  funds,  and  resulting  in  an 
unusual  amount  of  material  being  pub¬ 
lished  about  religious  life  in  China  and 
Cuba  —  there  were  also  some  positive 
side-benefits.  Among  them  was  the 
opportunity  for  our  readers  to  be  exposed 
to  comparative  information— based  on 
first-hand  reports— about  religious  life  in 
two  cultures  very  different  from  our  own, 
and  from  each  other— even  though  they 
both  purport  to  follow  the  same  basic 
economic  and  political  ideology. 

We  believe  it  should  be  apparent  to  any 
discerning  reader  of  those  reports  that 
there  are  not  only  similarities  in  the 
experiences,  attitudes  and  activities 
described,  but  also  differences.  It  should 
be  equally  apparent  that  one  can 
observe,  appreciate,  and  file  reports 
about  life  under  other  economic  and  poli¬ 
tical  systems  without  either  absolutely 
condemning  them,  or  becoming  either 
“soft  on”  or  “enamored  with”  them. 


To  the  Editor:  y 

The  time  has  come  for  us  to  be  re¬ 
minded  of  our  Christian  commitments  to 
love  and  care  for  our  fellow  human 
beings.  This  has  always  been  our  respon¬ 
sibility,  but  due  to  our  lack  of  love  and 
concern,  someone  else  has  been  forced  to 
fill  the  gap. 

Through  numerous  bureaucratic  agen¬ 
cies,  the  Federal  government  has 
attempted  to  take  care  of  the  needy. 
Now,  it  appears,  they  will  only  be  pre¬ 
occupied  with  the  "truly  needy." 

I  can  only  agree  with  these  actions  of 
the  new  administration.  The  offering 
plates  of  our  churches  should  be  caring 
for  the  needy,  not  the  1040s  of  our  tax¬ 
payers.  The  charity  of  Christianity 


souls  of  the  searching,  but  how  different 
it  would  have  been  if  United  Methodists, 
Catholics,  or  Lutherans  had  fed  the 
hungry  hearts  of  these  now-massacred 
individuals. 

What  a  tragedy  it  will  be  if  a  later 
Federal  government  has  to  bail  us  out  of 
our  obligation  to  feed,  clothe,  teach  and 
house  the  needy. 

I  challenge  everyone  to  meet  these 
obligations.  At  the  same  time,  we  need  to 
fill  the  hearts  and  souls  of  the  spiritually 
needy.  What  a  greater  tragedy  if  we 
neglect  these  obligations,  for  there  is  no 
earthly  government  capable  of  bailing  us 
out  of  these  duties. 

William  D.  Brown 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia 


could  and  should  fill  the  stomachs, 
hearts,  and  minds  of  the  needy.  They  War  18  OUT  real  enemy 
should  not  be  faced  with  the  red  tape  of  To  the  Editor: 
our  Federal  government. 

It  is  time  for  the  fortunate  to  work  a 
little  harder  or  maybe  suffer  a  little  bit  in 
order  to  help  make  this  country  a  better 
place  to  live  for  everyone.  Money, 
although  of  prime  concern,  is  not  the  only 
requirement.  Education,  religious 
ideals,  and  prayers  need  to  be  charitably 
given  also.  We  must  challenge  ourselves 
to  share  our  assets,  especially  the  word 
of  the  Lord. 

Nothing  shows  the  spiritual  hunger  of 
the  needy  any  more  than  the  people 
involved  in  the  Jonestown  tragedy.  They 
not  only  were  searching  for  the  Lord, 
they  needed  him  desperately.  Sadly,  the 
answer  they  found  was  Jim  Jones.  Not 
that  we  can  ever  be  perfect  in  filling  the 


A  TM/UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Christians  in  China,  Cuba  faced  by  new /old  dilemma 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

First-hand  observations  and  conversa¬ 
tions  by  two  TM/UMR  staff  members 
with  church  leaders  in  China  and  Cuba 
provide  evidence  of  at  least  two  encour¬ 
aging  signs  for  human  life  and  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  religious  faith  in  those  two  coun¬ 
tries  (see  editorial  above). 

First,  religious  freedom  in  both  coun¬ 
tries,  while  far  removed  from  that  which 
we  in  the  U.S.  enjoy,  is  being  signifi¬ 
cantly  expanded.  This  relaxation  of 
restrictions  may  well  be  more  the  result 
of  practical  necessity  than  a  change  of 
heart  on  the  part  of  governmental 
leaders.  Or,  it  may  represent  a  recog¬ 
nition  that  Marxism’s  hostile  attitude  to¬ 
ward  religion  is  neither  valid  nor  neces¬ 
sary.  Whatever  the  reasons,  increased 
religious  freedom  is  at  least  a  temporary 
reality  in  these  two  countries  —  for  which 
we  praise  God. 

Despite  15  years  of  severe  restrictions, 
followed  by  a  decade  of  outright  persecu¬ 
tion,  the  Christian  church  in  China  is 
stronger  today  than  in  1949.  This  fact 
offers  persuasive  evidence  of  the  un¬ 
mistakable  truth,  and  unquenchable 
power  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Although  less  than  1  percent  of  China’s 
population  is  now  Christian,  we  believe 
the  seeds  of  the  faith  are  now  firmly 
rooted  in  Chinese  soil,  and  that  the  new 
degree  of  freedom  to  exercise  religion 
will  result  in  rapid  growth.  We  likewise 
see  numerous  evidences  of  potential 
growth  for  Christianity  in  Cuba. 

A  second  encouraging  sign  observed  in 
both  China  and  Cuba  is  that  it  is  possible 
for  Christians  and  Marxists  to  co-exist  — 
without  Christian  integrity  being  com¬ 
promised  in  the  process.  This  is  partly 
the  result  of  Christian  leaders  in  both 
nations  adjusting  their  thinking  and 
concluding  that  many  social  implications 
of  the  Christian  gospel  are  compatible 
with  the  stated  developmental  goals  of 
their  government’s  Marxist  leaders. 
They  have,  it  is  apparent,  followed  the 
dictates  of  the  13th  chapter  of  Romans 
that  Christians  should  “be  subject  to  the 
governing  authorities.”  They  have 
increasingly  come  to  cooperate  with  the 


government  leaders  have  conceded  that 
religion  will  not  easily,  and  automati¬ 
cally  die  out,  as  a  product  of  economic 
and  political  development  according  to 
Marxist  principles,  as  was  proclaimed 
for  so  long.  “Let  history  tell,”  the  late 
Chinese  Premier  Chou  En-lai  was  quoted 
as  saying  —  in  an  apparent  statement  of 
openness  to  the  validity  of  religion. 

I  believe  that  both  of  these  “encourag¬ 
ing  signs”  point  to  a  reality  we  are  often 
prone  to  overlook  or  deny:  history  is 
dynamic  rather  than  static.  It  is  possible 
for  institutions  of  every  type  to  change  — 
including  Marxist  governments.  Such  a 


government  in  advancing  humanitarian 
goals,  so  long  as  they  are  not  required 
also  to  affirm  the  validity  of  atheistic 
ideology. 

A  consequent  softening  of  attitudes  by 
governmental  leaders  has  occurred  in 
response  to  such  evidences  of  “good  citi¬ 
zenship”  among  Christians  both  in  Cuba 
and  China.  Hence,  we  find  a  communist 
party  official  in  Cuba  today  saying: 

‘‘Atheism  is  a  conclusion  that  many 
people  draw  as  a  result  of  Marxist  think¬ 
ing  ;  it  is  not  a  necessary  part  of  Marxist 
thinking.  We  are  a  socialist  state,  not  an 
atheist  state.”  And  in  China,  some 

Return 
Investment 

OSAKA.  JAPAN  — 

The  Rev.  Shoichi 
Tsujinaka.  second 
from  left,  and  the 
Rev.  Miyoko  Hira- 
kata.  second  from 
right,  ministers  of  the 
Ogimachi  congrega¬ 
tion  here  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ 
in  Japan,  present  a 
check  for  9500  to  Dr. 

John  Knecht.  left,  president  of  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton.  Ohio.  The  con¬ 
tribution  was  designated  for  the  work  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  on  the  occasion  of  the  Ogimachi  congregation’s  70th  anniversary.  Both  Mr. 

Tsujinaka  and  Ms.  Hirakata  graduated  from  United  Theological  Seminary.  Dr. 

Knecht.  and  his  wife,  Marjorie,  right,  were  in  Japan  as  part  of  an  1 1-person  group 
visiting  church  leaders  in  China.  Japan  and  Korea  under  the  auspices  of  The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  -tm/umr  staff  photo 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Past  Christian  missionary/ education  efforts 
still  seen  in  development  of  China’s  future 
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As  I  have  reflected  on  the  many  eye¬ 
opening  experiences  of  my  recent  visit  tq 
China,  none  stands  out  more  boldly  than  a 
renewed  appreciation  for  the  importance 
of  education  in  general,  and  church- 
related  higher  education  in  particular. 

I  have  never  lacked  an  appreciation  for 
education.  I  hold  an  undergraduate 
degree  from  a  church-related  college  and 
a  graduate  degree  from  a  church-related 
university.  Somewhere  along  the  line, 
however,  I  must  confess  that  I  came  to 
take  the  importance  of  education  for 
granted.  And,  I  became  at  least 
passively  tolerant  of  the  anti-intellectual 
attitude  which  has  come  to  be  so  fashion¬ 
able  among  many  Americans. 

Education  the  key 

In  an  under-developed,  but  develop¬ 
ment-oriented,  society  like  that  of  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China,  it  quickly 
becomes  apparent  that  the  one  most 
important,  non-negotiable  key  to  devel¬ 
opment  is  education.  Most  of  the  Chi 
nese  people  we  met  clearly  indicated 
both  a  desire  to  become  educated  —  so 
as  to  assist  in  the  future  development 
of  their  society  —  and  a  willingness  to 
sacrifice  in  order  to  achieve  it. 

The  leadership  for  future  development 
will  quite  clearly  be  provided  by  those 
who  are  best  educated.  The  opportunity 
for  university  education  —  which  is  still 
limited  to  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  total 
population  —  is  determined  by  one’s 
academic  achievement  in  high  school. 
High  achievement  offers  a  way  to 
advance  from  life  in  a  commune  to  life  as 
a  university  student.  One’s  profession  is 
likewise  determined  by  one’s  achieve¬ 
ment  test  scores.  Hence,  it  is  not  unusual 
to  see,  for  example,  an  elevator  operator 
engaged  in  serious  study  between  trips. 

Those  students  who  make  it  to  the 
university  in  China  appear  to  be  highly 
motivated,  both  by  ambition  and  intellec¬ 
tual  curiosity.  Members  of  our  group 
spent  a  half-day  on  the  campus  of  what 
once  was  Methodist-related  SoocHow 
University  (now  Jiangsu  Teachers'  Col¬ 
lege)  in  Suzhou.  We  found  ourselves 
surrounded  by  students  with  every  con¬ 
ceivable  kind  of  question  —  ranging  from 
what  we  think  of  television  to  whether  we 
really  believe  in  God  to  what  philosophy 
of  education  we  advocate.  When  our  visit 


there  ended,  we  felt  mentally  drained, 
but  tremendously  impressed  by  the  utter 
seriousness  of  these  students  in  seeking 
truth,  and  in  preparing  themselves  for  a 
better  future. 

An  apparent  pattern 

As  our  group  visited  several  univer¬ 
sities  in  different  cities,  we  began  to 
notice  an  apparent  pattern.  Most  of  the 
universities  we  visited  —  including  the 
University  of  Beijing  and  the  top  univer¬ 
sity  in  Guangzhou  (Canton)  —  are  located 
in  what  were  founded  as  church-related 
mission  schools.  I  believe  it  is  more  than 
coincidental  that  these  campuses  —  which 
are  products  of  the  often-maligned  mis¬ 
sionary  era— now  occupy  such  a  strate¬ 
gic  place  as  centers  for  those  who  will 
provide  the  intellectual  leadership  for 
China’s  future  development. 

The  primary  missing  ingredient  in 
these  Chinese  schools  today  appears  to 
be  an  emphasis  on  providing  a  broad, 
liberal  arts  education,  and  on  interdisci¬ 
plinary  study.  Such  ideas  are  totally 
foreign.  The  approach  to  higher  educa¬ 
tion  presently  followed  in  China  is  still 
the  Russian  model  —  which  is  totally 
specialized  in  orientation.  One  professor 
we  talked  to  —  who  is  a  Christian  and  has 
taught  at  his  school  since  before  1949  — 
acknowledged  that  “This  causes  some 
serious  problems.”  He  said  the  growing 
cultural  and  educational  exchange  be¬ 
tween  the  people  of  China  and  the  U.S. 
provides  the  best  hope  for  broadening  the 
Chinese  definition  of  higher  education  in 
the  future. 

The  most  impressive  single  insight  on 
this  subject  which  I  gained,  was  provided 
by  Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  head  of  the  recen¬ 
tly-reopened  seminary  in  Nanjing.  He 
explained  that  one  primary  goal  of  the 
seminary  is  “to  produce  our  own  Chinese 
intellectuals  who  are  committed  both  to 
the  Christian  faith  and  to  the  aspirations 
of  the  Chinese  people.” 

He  explained  that  prior  to,  and 
following,  the  “cultural  revolution” 
(1966-1977),  intellectuals  have  occupied 
an  honored  place  in  Chinese  society.  He 
said  that  the  major  emphasis  in  Chinese 
society  today  is  on  work  and  production. 
“The  worker  contributes  to  society  with 
his  hands.” 

In  Bishop  Ting's  understanding, 


When  one  thinks  of  it,  how  obscene  it  is 
that  the  nations  spend  billions  each  year 
on  an  arms  race  preparing  for  a  civiliza¬ 
tion-destroying  war  that  could  have  no 
winners  while  millions  of  humans  are 
homeless  and  starving  in  the  world.  Is 
that  the  best  human  beings  can  achieve? 
Surely  not! 

Our  mortal  enemy  is  not  Russia  or  any 
other  nation,  but  war  itself. 

The  study  and  practice  of  nonviolence 
is  everybody’s  business  today.  If  we  were 
to  devote  half  the  brains,  energy  and 
money  that  yearly  go  into  the  prepara¬ 
tion  for  war  into  establishing  the  institu¬ 
tions  and  techniques  of  nonviolent  con¬ 
flict-solving,  we  would  have  a  very  good 
chance  of  averting  destruction. 


recognition  requires,  in  turn,  at  least  a 
partial  change  in  the  unofficial  —  but 
very  real— ideology  which  characteristi¬ 
cally  is  held  by  most  of  us  in  the  U.S. 

It  is  also  increasingly  obvious  to  this 
writer  that  Christians  in  every  nation 
today  are  faced  with  a  dilemma  that  has 
challenged  Christians  of  every  past  era : 
how  to  reconcile  one’s  loyalty  to 
“Caesar”  with  one’s  loyalty  to  God.  It  is 
probably  no  easier  for  American  Chris¬ 
tians  to  deal  with  this  dilemma  in  a 
manner  faithful  to  the  gospel  than  for 
Christians  of  any  other  nation  to  do  so. 

For  those  positive  changes  which  can 
be  observed  in  Chinese  and  Cuban 
society  today  —  including  increased 
toleration  of  the  exercise  of  religious 
faith  by  the  government,  and  an  increas¬ 
ing  degree  of  accommodation  between 
church  and  government  leaders  —  we 
give  thanks  to  God.  We  pray  that  such 
changes  will  accelerate,  and  likewise 
occur  in  other  nations  with  Marxist 
governments. 

Our  prayers  should  also  be  raised  to 
God,  however,  on  behalf  of  Christians 
who  are  restricted  in,  suppressed  from, 
or  persecuted  for,  witnessing  to  their 
faith  in  nations  with  non-I  arxist  totali¬ 
tarian  governments. 

In  all  cases,  our  prayers  should  include 
the  hope  that  human  beings  everywhere 
might  be  allowed  to  experience  the  liber¬ 
ating  power  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
—  in  both  its  personal  and  its  social 
applications. 


Mr.  Dunnam 
"intellectuals”  are  not  persons  who  sit  in 
ivory  towers  and  repeat  platitudes,  but 
“persons  who  work  with  their  minds  to 
contribute  to  society.  ” 

Evangelism  via  education 

The  development  of  Christian  intellec¬ 
tuals  —  those  who  are  respected  contri¬ 
butors  to  society  and  also  identifiably 
Christian  —  may  be  the  most  important 
and  potent  strategy  for  evangelism  in 
Chinese  society  today,  according  to 
Bishop  Ting.  It  encompasses  the  other 
primary  themes  of  contemporary  Chin¬ 
ese  society  —  education,  work  and  soci¬ 
etal  development  —  and  adds  to  them  the 
love  of  God. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  overstate  the 
importance  of  the  pre-1949  emphasis  on 
education  by  Christian  missionaries  in 
China.  It  likewise  is  wrong  not  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  crucial  role  the  mission-founded 
institutions  played,  and  their  successors 
continue  to  play,  in  Chinese  society. 
Bishop  Ting  and  many  lesser  known 
Christian  leaders  in  China  today  are,  in 
large  part,  leaders  who  developed  out  of 
those  efforts. 

It  may  be  that,  at  least  for  the  present, 
church-related  colleges  in  the  U.S. 
provide  the  most  viable  direct  link  be¬ 
tween  American  Christians  and  the  Chin¬ 
ese  people.  The  Chinese  government  is 
very  receptive  to  the  possibility  of 
student  exchanges,  faculty  exchanges, 
and  short-term  cultural  exchanges. 
While  such  exchanges  limit  —  or  perhaps 
preclude  —  direct  evangelism  efforts, 
they  do  provide  what  Bishop  Ting  has 
described  as  a  primary  need  of  the 
Chinese  church  for  accomplishing  its 
evangelistic  task:  the  development  of 
Christian  intellectuals  who  “contribute 
to  society  with  their  minds.” 

This  is  such  a  beautiful  concept  that  I 
believe  our  church  colleges,  universities, 
and  seminaries  have  much  to  gain  by  its 
importation  and  impartation  to  Amer¬ 
ican  students.  Likewise,  I  believe 
American  students  and  scholars  have 
much  to  learn  by  associating  with  Chin¬ 
ese  students  and  scholars  —  not  the  least 
of  which  is  that  our  ready-access  to 
educational  opportunities  should  be 
taken  much  more  seriously,  and  much 
less  for  granted. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Mesa,  Arizona 

Missionaries’ shield  from 
CIA  may  cost  too  much 

To  the  Editor: 

I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  your  May  1 
editorial  urging  church  members  to 
press  Congress  for  a  law  prohibiting  CIA 
use  of  missionaries  as  sources  of 
information. 

I  specifically  question  your  assumption 
that  such  legislation  would  be  in  the 
church’s  interest.  I  would  agree  that 
direct  or  indirect  use  of  missionaries  by 
intelligence  agencies  is  a  bad,  immoral 
practice,  particularly  when  unwitting 
cooperation  endangers  life.  But  I  think 
the  proposed  legal  “cure”  might  be 
worse  than  the  “disease.” 

While  the  measure  you  endorse 
would  limit  the  CIA,  would  it  not  also 
draw  religious  parameters  —  lines 
across  which  missionaries  could  not  step 
—  and,  once  established,  such  lines  could 
be  extended  to  other  involvements?  You 
propose  a  dangerous  precedent,  opening 
the  door  to  less  benign  state  intervention 
in  religious  affairs. 

The  responsibility  to  assure  that  Amer¬ 
ican  missionaries  do  not  deliberately 
cooperate  with  the  CIA  belongs  to  the 
American  churches  that  object  to  such 
activity.  Rather  than  relying  on  federal 
enactment,  could  not  these  churches 
stipulate  suspension  of  any  personnel 
knowingly  engaged  in  intelligence  net¬ 
works?  If  other  mission  associations  do 
not  object,  I  suspect  that  their  mission¬ 
aries  should  be  free  to  spy. 

Unknowing  cooperation  is  another 
matter.  Should  the  CIA  be  permitted  to 
use  indirection  or  trickery  to  obtain 
information  from  missionaries?  Human 
decency  says  “no,”  but  the  legislation 
you  suggest  would  offer  only  formal 
protection  at  best.  It  is  unrealistic  to 
imagine  that  the  CIA  could  not  circum¬ 
vent  the  letter  of  the  law  ;  it  could,  simply 
by  using  independent,  untraceable 
operatives  easily  recruited  in  any 
country.  And  the  value  of  formal  protec¬ 
tion  is  outweighed  by  the  danger  of 
inviting  government  to  define  appro¬ 
priate  missionary  behavior. 

The  church  must  exercise  great  care  in 
making  requests  of  government;  let  us 
chiefly  ask  the  state  to  stay  out  of  religi¬ 
ous  affairs.  While  the  protective  shield  of 
government  may  be  attractive  at  times, 
retreat  behind  it  may  be  to  render  more 
to  Caesar  than  the  Lord  intends,  and  to 
surrender  precious  Constitutional  liber- 
ties-  Elliott  Wright 

Bronx,  New  York 

Legislation  needed  to 
restrict  CIA  activity 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  headlined  “Missionaries 
should  be  protected  from  use  by  intelli¬ 
gence  agencies”  (TM/UMR,  May  1)  is 
appreciated.  It  identifies  accurately  both 
the  realities  undergirding  the  World 
Division’s  position  statement  on 
hostages,  and  the  vital  necessity  that 
United  Methodists  make  themselves 
heard  on  the  issue  of  CIA  use  of  mission¬ 
aries  in  intelligence  gathering. 

A  clear  position  on  the  part  of  Congress 


aries  and  Board-related  personnel,  but  it 
will  help  greatly. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  write 
letters  to  Senators  and  Congress  mem¬ 
bers  requesting  them  to  shape  and  pass 
legislation  separating  U.S.  intelligence¬ 
gathering  from  missionaries  of  our 
church.  The  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  have  done  their  part  in 
forbidding  their  missionaries  to  act  as  in¬ 
formants.  The  effect  of  this  can  be  easily 
undone  unless  Congress,  from  its  side,  re¬ 
stricts  the  CIA  from  contacting  mission¬ 
aries  and  overseas  church  leaders. 

Finally,  the  statement  outlining  the 
board’s  policy  of  non-payment  of  ransom 
particularly  called  for  the  deepening  of 
supporting  prayer.  We  covet  for  our 
missionaries,  and  those  with  whom  they 
work,  an  ever-widening  support  of 
prayer  day-by-day  throughout  our 
church,  especially  during  this  time  of 
unrest  and  upheaval  across  the  world. 

Charles  H.  Germany 
New  York,  New  York 

Book  is  sensitive;  not  racist 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  comments  distribu¬ 
ted  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  about  Ouida  Sebestyen's  book 
“Words  by  Heart,”  (TM/UMR,  April  17), 

I  reread  the  book.  I  disagree  with  the 
assessment  that  this  obook  is  racist  and 
“plantation  literature.”  I  feel  it  is  a 
sensitive  protrayal  of  a  black-white  rela¬ 
tionship,  and  a  close-up  view  of  a  black, 
Christian  family. 

I  urge  United  Methodists  to  read 
“Words  by  Heart,”  and  then  write  to  the 
publishers  (Atlantic,  Little  Brown,  and 
Reader’s  Digest)  with  their  own  com¬ 
ments.  It  is  time  we  United  Methodists 
take  our  own  stands,  rather  than 
allowing  agencies  of  the  church  to  think 
and  speak  for  us. 

Sandra  Wolfgang 
Sharpsville,  Pennsylvania 

Bodies  donated  to  science 

will  not  change  God’s  plan 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  headlined  “I  believe  Gpd 
will  resurrect  even  me,  when  He’s  good 
and  ready.”  by  Richard  W.  Smith  $r. 
(TM/UMR,  April  17)  and  heart  jly 
endorse  what  he  says.  Especially  do  I 
agree  and  support  his  idea  of  cremation 
or  donating  our  bodies  to  science  instead 
of  burial  in  the  earth  or  a  tomb  above 
ground  as  in  New  Orleans. 

It  should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that 
a  request  even  in  a  will  to  have  this  done 
requires  the  concurrence  of  the  next  of 
kin  in  most  states. 

My  body  will  go  to  a  medical  center  for 
research  and  has  may  eldest  son’s  okay. 

If  there  is  anything  worth  remember¬ 
ing  about  my  life  it  will  be  recalled 
without  any  monument  or  grave  marker 
to  remind  others. 

I  feel  very  sure  this  will  in  no  way 
interfere  with  God’s  plan. 

Harold  H.  Osborn 
Syracuse,  New  York 


ONE  GOD 
ONE  WORLD 
ONE  MISSION 

"There  are  some  things  the  United 
Methodist  Church  cannot  do  by  itself, 
and  this  is  true  of  other  communions  as 
well  A  structure  of  cooperation  and 
coordination  is  demanded  by  the  times 
and  mandated  by  the  requirements  of 
the  Gospel 

—BISHOP  EARL  G  HUNT.  JR 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U  S  A  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  provide  channels 
by  which  United  Methodists  together 
with  persons  of  other  denominations 
reach  out  in  mission  to  the  great  needs 
of  the  world  Food  for  the  hungry, 
homes  for  refugees,  ministries  to 
migrants  and  advocacy  for  the 
oppressed  are  but  four  of  many  ways 
thousands  of  churches  join  together  in 
one  mission,  to  answer  the  needs  of  the  world  in  the  name  of  one  God 
You  become  involved  when  you  support  the  Interdenominational  Cooperation 
Fund  through  your  church 

Your  gift  works  to  help  achieve  one  mission  in  one  world  under  one  God. 

For  more  information  contact:  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  475  Riverside  Dr., 

Room  1300,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115 
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Fire  destroys  school 
at  Red  Bird  Mission 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BEVERLY,  Ky.  -  The  12-grade  Red 
Bird  Mission  school  and  its  gymnasium 
were  a  total  less  following  a  fire  here 
Tuesday  of  last  week. 

The  loss  is  one  of  the  largest  to  a 
;  mission  agency  in  many  years  according 
!  to  Betty  Letzig  of  the  National  Division  of 
;  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
;  Global  Ministries. 

;  Eight  trucks  from  five  area  fire 
;  departments  kept  the  blaze  from 
;  spreading  to  nearby  school  dormitories 
;  or  the  mission  church,  according  to  the 
;  Rev.  Joe  Davis,  superintendent  of  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 

The  cause  of  the  fire,  which  occurred 
the  day  after  the  school’s  360  students 
started  summer  vacation,  was  still 
unknown  last  week. 

Even  though  covered  by  about  $1 
million  in  insurance,  Mr.  Davis  said  to 
“build  a  new  complex  to  replace  the  one 
that  burned”  will  cost  more  than  $2.5 
million. 

He  said  school  will  open  on  schedule 
next  August,  perhaps  using  temporary 
buildings  provided  by  either  state  or 
county  boards  of  education. 

The  groundbreaking  for  a  new  high 
.school,  administration  offices, 
auditorium  and  cafeteria  already  was 
scheduled  for  this  August,  with 
completion  due  in  August,  1982.  Mr. 
Davis  said  last  week,  however,  that  the 
design  plans  weren’t  complete  enough  to 
,  move  up  the  groundbreaking  date. 

A  gymnasium  and  elementary  class- 
'  rooms,  to  have  been  constructed  in 
a  second  building  phase,  now  will  have  to 
be  included  in  the  current  project,  he 
■  said. 

Mr.  Davis  said  they  chose  a  two-phase 
■building  program  to  avoid  going  deeply 


into  debt.  They  had  hoped  to  have  enough 
money  to  pay  for  each  phase  before  its 
construction  began. 

The  fire  last  week,  however,  short- 
circuited  these  fiscal  plans.  Mr.  Davis 
said  the  mission  school  could  fall 
“several  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars"  short  of  having  enough  to  re¬ 
build,  in  spite  of  funds  already  raised  for 
phase  one  and  the  insurance  money. 

Ms.  Letzig  said  the  National  Division 
currently  does  not  plan  any  special  fund¬ 
raising  drive  for  the  Red  Bird  Mission 
Learning  Center. 

She  said  gifts  designated  for  the 
Learning  Center  could  go  through 
supplementary  gifts  to  United  Methodist 
Women  or  through  an  Advance  Special  to 
Red  Bird  Mission  (Account »  982586). 

Red  Bird  Mission  schools  are  part  of 
the  state’s  county  school  system, 
working  through  boards  of  education  in 
two  of  the  five  counties  they  serve.  The 
mission  school  pays  half  of  its  teachers’ 
salaries,  with  county  boards  of  education 
paying  the  rest. 

This  keeps  the  teacher-student  ratio  at 
Red  Bird  to  around  l-to-15  in' contrast  to 
the  l-to-30  found  in  area  schools  run 
solely  by  the  county,  Mr.  Davis 
explained. 

“We’re  able  to  give  the  students  a  lot 
more  individual  attention,”  Mr.  Davis 
said,  "and  we  have  an  enriched 
program.  For  example,  we  teach  the 
Bible  as  literature.  And,  our  Appalachian 
studies  course  has  become  a  model  for 
the  (Kentucky)  state  education  system.” 

Red  Bird  provides  dormitories  for  high 
school  students,  many  of  whom  live  far 
from  school  bus  routes.  All  of  the 
students  at  Red  Bird  would  have  to  travel 
by  bus  from  40  to  60  miles  roundtrip  to 
attend  school,  were  it  not  for  the  mission 
school,  which  is  closer  to  their  homes,  the 
superintendent  said. 


Committee  sets  priorities 


Family  needs  bolstering 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  Family  Life  Committee 
determined  here  recently  that  it  will 
present  the  needs  of  families  so  ‘  they 
have  to  be  “dealt  with  and  not 
disregarded”  by  the  church. 

“If  (family  needs)  are  not  dealt  with,  it 
isn’t  that  we  didn’t  try,”  said  Faustina 
Solis  of  San  Diego,  the  chairperson. 

Three  areas  of  concern  were  chosen  by 
committee  members  for  emphasis 
during  the  next  four  years:  changing 
roles  in  the  family,  violence  in  the  family 
and  special  family  concerns  related  to 
ethnicity. 

“We  have  trimmed  (the  number  of 
concerns)  in  order  to  be  realistic,”  said 
Dr.  Solis,  “but  we  feel  so  strongly  the 
urgency  and  hurtfulness  of  the  family  in 
our  society  that  we  are  not  going  to  be 
timid  in  presenting  that  urgency.  The 


church  must  not  be  timid  in  its 
response.” 

The  committee  is  not  a  program 
agency  but  an  advisory  and  advocacy 
group  composed  of  board  members  and 
staff  from  the  four  general  program 
boards  and  several  other  agencies. 
Membership  also  includes  two  bishops 
and  10  at-large  members  chosen  for  their 
expertise  in  family  life  concerns. 

Bringing  greetings  as  the  new  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  to  which  the  committee  is 
administratively  related,  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones  challenged  the  members  to 
address  the  question:  “What  is  the 
difference  in  a  family  whose  life  together 
is  grounded  in  religious  faith  and  one  that 
is  not?”  He  said  recent  studies  have 
shown  that  “having  a  good  family  life”  is 
the  No.  1  desire  of  most  Americans. 


CAMPBELL,  Calif.  —  Marion  Johnson  (left  to  right)  and  three  generations  of 
weavers,  Jan  Hamilton,  Iva  Quinsland  and  Erin  Hamilton,  stand  with  their 
weaving,  “Rivers  of  Life.”  First  United  Methodist  Church  here  will  host  a 
Celebration  of  Arts  next  month,  featuring  artists  who  will  provide  “do  it  yourself” 
information  for  those  attending.  An  all-church  weaving  started  a  year  ago  will  be 
displayed,  another  example  supporting  the  idea  that  most  local  congregations 
have  talented  members  who  can  provide  legitimate  art  for  their  churches. 
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Art  needn't 

CHICAGO  —  Just  because  a  church 
has  no  budget  for  making  major  art 
purchases  is  no  reason  its  congre¬ 
gation  shouldn’t  have  art,  a  Loyola 
University  professor  said  here  in 
May. 

Too  many  congregations  equate  art 
with  “carved  stone  statues,”  Jean 
Morman  Unsworth  told  TM/UMR 
during  the  42nd  Interfaith  Forum  on 
Religion,  Art  and  Architecture 
meeting  here. 

“You  don’t  have  to  go  and  buy 
individual  works  of  art.  Art  in  worship 
is  a  far  more  personal  thing  (than) 
how  much  you  can  spend  on  gold  leaf 
for  a  statue,"  she  said. 

Art  does  not  have  to  be  expensive  or 
professionally  done  for  it  to  be 
creative  and  appropriate. 

Using  her  own  church  as  an 
example,  Ms.  Unsworth  described 
how  members  developed  their  own  art 
for  the  basement  chapel,  usually 
without  spending  very  much  money. 

The  Easter  art  project  there  began 
with  a  cheap  white  paper  background 
taped  to  the  wall  behind  the  altar. 
Flowers  cut  out  of  brightly-colored 
paper  were  added.  Then,  the  words 


be  expensive 

“He  is  Risen”  were  scrawled  over  the 
mural  to  complete  the  message. 

When  church  members  become 
accustomed  to  such  “donated  efforts 
to  express  what  the  liturgy  is  all 
about,"  Ms.  Unsworth  said,  they  will 
have  a  better  understanding  of  how  to 
spend  money  for  an  art  project  when 
it  is  available. 

Her  suggestions  for  local  churches 
wishing  to  begin  similar  projects 
include: 

•  Invite  members  with  some  train¬ 
ing  and  talent  to  create  a  series  of  pro¬ 
jects  like  the  Easter.mural. 

•  Get  someone  in  the  community  to 
come  to  the  church  to  conduct  work¬ 
shops  on  how  to  do  creative  art 
projects  inexpensively. 

•  Be  open  to  alternative  art  forms 
such  as  the  use  of  pictures  displayed 
through  overhead  projectors  or  dance 
performances  as  a  part  of  worship. 

Ms.  Unworth  said  a  lack  of  money 
is  not  a  valid  reason  for  having  no  art. 

“Give  me  a  pile  of  old  newspapers 
and  I’ll  conduct  art  classes  for  a  week 
with  them,”  she  said. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


BELO  JARDIM,  Brazil  —  A  23-year-old  mother  here  stands  outside  a  Mennonite 
nutrition  center  with  her  two  surviving  children.  The  young  woman  lost  five  other 
children  in  deaths  due  to  malnutrition  —  allegedly  related  to  the  use  of  expensive 
infant  formulas.  A  recent  study  in  the  area  revealed  that  23  percent  of  a  group  of 
bottle-fed  babies  who  were  monitored  had  to  be  hospitalized.  A  program  is  now  under¬ 
way  to  encourage  mothers  to  breast  feed  their  offspring. 
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Infant  formula  code 
wins  world  approval 


UM  agencies  review 
how  they  pick  chiefs 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

GENEVA,  Switz.  —  Infant  formula 
companies  now  appear  unlikely  to 
imitate  the  U.S.  government’s  opposition 
to  the  marketing  code  overwhelmingly 
approved  by  the  World  Health  Assembly 
last  week,  said  Dr.  Philip  Wogaman, 
United  Methodism’s  observer  here. 

Rather,  company  officials  last 
weekend  were  talking  as  though  they 
would  withhold  judgment  on  the  code  and 
offer  to  cooperate  individually  with  each 
government  as  it  tries  to  implement  the 
code,  Dr.  Wogaman  said  through  a  phone 
call  to  the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  head 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  in  Dayton. 

While  the  United  States  was  standing 
alone  among  the  world’s  nations  during 
voting,  Dr.  Wogaman  was  standing  with 
officials  both  of  the  companies  and  of 
organizations  criticizing  them  in  the 
galleries. 

“He  said  he  felt  both  were  taking  him 
into  their  confidence,”  Dr.  Dewire  said. 
Dr.  Wogaman  is  dean  of  UM-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  and 
chairman  of  the  GCOM  task  force  which 
a  year  ago  was  charged  with  studying  the 
issue  on  behalf  of  the  denomination.  The 
task  force  will  finish  its  interviewing 
next  month  when  representatives  of  the 
four  major  infant  formula  companies 
will  come  to  its  meeting. 

An  action  concerning  the  GCOM  fall 
meeting  hasn’t  deterred  the  company 
officials’  plans,  Dr.  Wogaman  indicated. 


A  resolution  passed  by  the  GCOM 
executive  committee  this  month  stated 
that  Nestle  must  support  the  code  or  the 
GCOM  will  pull  its  fall  meeting  out  of  its 
usual  meeting  site  —  the  Nestle-owned 
Stouffer’s  Dayton  Plaza  Hotel. 

How  the  new  code  will  affect  various 
United  Methodist  actions  on  the  infant 
formula  issue  is  not  known.  Twenty-six 
annual  conferences  and  the  general 
boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church 
and  Society  already  are  supporting  a 
boycott  of  all  Nestle  products  because  of 
its  marketing  practices  in  the  Third 
World  which  allegedly  result  in  infant 
malnutrition. 

Even  abiding  by  the  code  on  Nestle’s 
part  would  not  remove  the  pressure  on 
churches  to  boycott,  said  the  Rev.  Jack 
Cramer-Heuerman,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  in  Illinois  who  is  on  the  board  of 
INFACT,  the  organization  which 
coordinates  the  boycott. 

“The  code  isn’t  going  to  solve  the 
problem.  We  can  celebrate  its  passage 
because  it  certainly  will  help  to  increase 
public  awareness.  The  World  Health 
Organization  will  keep  looking  at  the 
companies’  actions.”  But  the  code 
simply  isn’t  strong  enough,  Mr.  Cramer- 
Heuerman  said. 

Switzerland  last  winter  had  said  it 
would  oppose  the  code  but  voted  for  it 
last  week.  The  Swiss-based  Nestle  Corp. 
would  have  a  difficult  time  opposing  the 
code  because  of  that  action,  Dr.  Dewire 
said. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  processes  for  picking  United 
Methodism’s  top  staff  executives  are 
undergoing  a  review  in  several  quarters 
following  the  stinging  evaluation  by  a 
monitoring  committee  earlier  this  month 
of  the  way  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  was 
selected  to  head  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  process. 

For  example,  leaders  of  the  UMC’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  who  are 
hoping  to  nominate  a  new  chief  executive 
by  the  end  of  June,  said  they  are  taking  a 
second  look  at  what  they’ve  already  done 
and  are  still  planning  to  do. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W  Hicks  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  chairman  of  Church  and 
Society’s  search  committee,  said  he 
definitely  is  adding  some  documentation 
and  paying  attention  to  the  concerns 
expressed  by  the  General  Secretaries 
Election  Committee  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  in  its 
evaluation  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  a  meeting  in  Cincinnati  last  week, 
the  presidents  and  general  secretaries  of 
United  Methodist  general  agencies  asked 
the  GCOM  to  provide  a  clear  outline  of 
what  it  expects  of  agency  search 
processes. 

Until  GCOM’s  election  committee 
mailed  its  evaluation  of  Global 
Ministries,  agency  search  committees 
didn’t  know  what  GCOM  wanted,  Bishop 
Jesse  DeWitt  of  Chicago  told  TM/UMR. 

“GCOM  had  not  outlined  the  way  they 
wanted  to  receive  information,”  said  the 
bishop,  president  of  Global  Ministries. 
“They  were  assuming  a  certain  kind  of 
reporting,  and  we  thought  they  wanted 
something  else." 

Each  of  the  top  agencies  of  the  church 
has  had  its  own  style  for  finding  and 
nominating  persons  to  fill  the  top  staff 
positions.  The  GCOM  votes  to  elect 
or  reject  those  nominees. 

A  change  this  year,  however,  is  that 
GCOM’s  election  committee  has  met 
twice  apart  from  a  regular  GCOM  meet¬ 
ing,  and  devoted  many  more  hours 
than  usual  to  a  detailed  evaluation  of  the 
processes  that  led  to  the  nominations  of 
Dr.  Nugent,  and  of  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones  to  head  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

About  the  Global  Ministries  process, 
the  committee  wrote  that  “documenta¬ 
tion  was  woefully  inadequate”  and  gave 
the  appearance  that  a  genuine  search  for 
the  best  person  may  not  have  taken  place. 

Bishop  DeWitt  said  he  feels  the 
evaluation  letter  is  helpful  in 
“sharpening  our  own  process.”  He  said 
he  is  withholding  comment  on  the 
validity  of  sending  out  the  evaluation 
letter  simultaneously  with  the  ballot  for 
GCOM  members  to  vote  on  Dr.  Nugent. 

At  the  Cincinnati  meeting,  GCOM 
leaders  shared  their  own  model  for 
searching  out  persons  to  fill  positions  on 
the  council’s  staff.  They  suggested  to  the 
leaders  of  other  agencies  that  they 
consider  the  GCOM  model  and  then 
develop  their  own  model  search  process. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministries, 
encouraged  the  GCOM  to  hold  other 
agencies  accountable  but  cautioned  it  to 
use  restraint.  The  GCOM  is  not  supposed 


to  have  a  program,  he  pointed  out,  but  is 
charged  with  coordinating  and 
evaluating  the  program  agencies.  If  it 
dictates  too  heavily,  he  warned,  GCOM 
could  cause  all  agencies,  in  effect,  to  be 
one  giant  program  agency.  “And  I  am 
profoundly  opposed  to  that.” 

Harry  Johnson,  chairman  of  GCOM’s 
election  committee,  responded,  “We  will 
not  and  cannot  surrender  our  obligation 
to  coordinate,  evaluate  and  plan,  but  we 
will  do  so  only  with  your  willing 
complicity  and  participation.  ” 


Rev.  Nugent 
gets  majority 

DAYTON  -  The  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  have  a 
chief  executive  on  June  1  for  the  first 
time  since  the  Rev.  Tracey  K.  Jones 
Jr.  retired  last  September. 

The  Rev.  Ran- 1 
d.olph  Nugent,  46,  j 
has  been  elected  to1 
the  post  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on 
Ministries,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Harry 
Johnson,  the 
council’s  elections 
chairman. 

Mr.  Johnson  said 
all  of  the  114  mail  Dr.  Nugent 
ballots  had  not  arrived  at  the  time 
TM/UMR  went  to  press  but  that 
enough  “yes”  votes  had  been  counted 
to  elect  Dr.  Nugent. 

Dr.  Nugent,  the  head  of  Global 
Ministries’  National  Division  since 
1972,  was  nominated  by  the  board 
April  7  after  a  10-month  search  by 
more  than  one  committee  and 
substantial  opposition  from  some 
“evangelicals”  in  the  denomination 
who  wanted  the  nominee  to  come 
from  outside  the  agency’s  present  staff. 

Informed  of  his  election,  Dr.  Nugent 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service: 

“I  am  confident  that  the  hopes  of  the 
millions  of  United  Methodists  for  the 
mission  of  the  Church  can  be 
accomplished  if  as  a  people  we  are 
faithful  in  prayer  and  witness.  I  look 
forward  to  a  very  warm  and  cordial 
relationship  with  the  directors  of  the 
board  as  we  think  through  the 
responsibilities  entrusted  to  us.” 

In  New  York,  Mrs.  Ann  Pfisterer, 
president  of  the  National  Division, 
announced  that  retired  Bishop  W. 
Ralph  Ward  of  Convent  Station,  N.J. 
has  been  designated  acting  head  of 
the  National .  Division,  effective 
-June  1. 

Mrs.  Pfisterer  said  a  Search 
Committee  for  the  National  Division 
was  immediately  put  in  place 
following  announcement  of  Dr. 
Nugent’s  election.  It  is  chaired  by 
Freda  Hasler  of  Olney,  Ill.  In  addition 
to  the  members  of  the  division’s 
personnel  committee,  it  will  include 
one  member  of  the  GBGM’s 
Personnel  Committee  as  liaison 
having  voice  but  no  vote. 


Bishop  says  National  Council  message  6 prophetic 


PHILADELPHIA  (UMNS)  -  A  bishop 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
hailed  as  “prophetic  and  pastoral”  a 
sweeping  message  passed  this  month  by 
the  Governing  Board  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  The  message  to  the 
churches  expressed  “fundamental  disa¬ 
greement”  with  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  “vision  of  who  we  are 
and  where  we  are  going.  ’  ’ 

The  church  leaders’  message  on  the 
direction  of  national  policy,  which  passed 
by  a  wide  margin,  marked  the  first  time 
since  its  founding  in  1950  that  the  council 
has  issued  such  a  broad  evaluation  of  a 
new  administration's  policies. 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Area,  who  as  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
leads  the  denomination’s  delegation  to 
the  NCC,  said  the  statement  “is 
prophetic  in  its  identification  of  five 
major  signs  which,  if  pursued  fully  by  the 
new  administration,  would  remake 
America  without  the  full  import  of  these 
reversals  being  understood  and  affirmed 
by  the  people.” 

The  five  signs  to  which  the  bishop 
referred  were  (1)  social  spending  cut¬ 
backs,  (2)  energy  policy,  (3)  military 
spending  hikes,  (4)  environmental 


Vision  of  America  as  a  model  of  a  just 
and  humane  society  is  threatened  by  the 
Reagan  administration ,  council  states. 


stance  and  (5)  foreign  policy.  The 
governing  board  warned  such  moves 
“threaten  the  vision  of  America  as  the 
model  and  embodiment  of  a  just  and 
humane  society.” 

The  statement  is  pastoral,  Bishop  Ault 
continued,  “in  its  clear  declaration  that 
the  member  churches  have  a  continuing 
responsibility  for  the  well-being  of  all 
people  and  especially  the  poor  and  the 
powerless.” 

He  termed  it  a  “first  alert”  to  the 
American  society  and  the  member 
churches  “to  be  on  guard  and  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  generate  creative  and  respon¬ 
sible  alternatives  to  those  being 
projected  by  the  new  administration.” 

Peggy  Billings,  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  who 
served  on  the  drafting  committee,  said 
that  as  news  of  the  administration's 
proposed  budget  cuts  and  other  aspects 
of  its  program  began  to  come  out,  “it 
became  clear  the  argument  we  are 


Committee  recommends  lesbian 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

MEMPHIS  —  Joan  Clark,  who  lost  her 
job  with  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Division  in  1979  when  she  admitted  she 
is  a  lesbian,  was  recommended  by  a  nar¬ 
row  margin  for  an  appointment  in  Chi¬ 
cago  by  the  church’s  deaconess  com¬ 
mittee  May  16. 

The  recommendation  will  be  submitted 
to  the  directors  of  the  National  Division 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  action  at  its  next  meeting, 
probably  in  October.  The  National 
Division  is  the  administrative  unit 
through  which  the  deaconess  committee 
relates  to  the  mission  board. 

Yet  another  step  is  the  transmittal  of 
the  recommendation  —  should  it  be 
approved  by  the  division  —  to  the  bishop 
of  the  Chicago  Area,  Jesse  R.  DeWitt, 
who  would  have  to  make  any  appoint¬ 
ment  in  the  area. 


involved  in  is  not  over  the  economy  but 
over  what  this  country  is  all  about. 

“We  felt  this  was  the  most  total  change 
of  direction  in  the  life  of  this  country 
since  1950,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the 


NCC  to  get  involved  in  the  debate,”  she 
stated. 

The  NCC  statement  was  particularly 
critical  of  the  Reagan  program  as  “a 
massive  transfer  of  public  money  from 
people  assistance  to  military  procure¬ 
ment”  and  “a  substantial  redistribution 
of  wealth  to  those  already  wealthy.” 
These  two  changes,  said  the  statement, 
“simply  mean  the  use  of  the  nation’s 
government  to  serve  the  interests  of 
those  who  least  need  help  at  the  expense 
of  those  who  need  it  most.” 


“1  will  make  my  decision  on  the  basis 
of  the  division’s  decision,”  Bishop 
DeWitt  told  TM/UMR.  Two  bishops  have 
previously  refused  to  appoint  Ms.  Clark. 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn  refused  last 
August,  prior  to  his  retirement,  to  appoint 
her  to  the  Chicago  position  as  program 
coordinator  for  the  Ecumenical  Women’s 
Center.  In  1979,  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe  indicated  that  he  would  not  appoint 
her  in  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth  Area. 

The  Committee  on  Deaconess  and 
Home  Missionary  Service  voted  here  12-9 
to  recommend  her  appointment.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Bishop  Roy 
C.  Clark  of  the  Columbia  (S.C.)  area, 
said  he  could  not  support  the 
committee’s  decision  and,  therefore, 
would  not  support  the  nomination  at  the 
National  Division  meeting. 

He  emphasized  that  the  committee  did 
not  take  any  formal  action  to  establish  a 
policy  on  homosexuality. 


As  an  adult, 
as  a  Christian: 
are  you  satisfied 
with  your  life? 

You'll  find  answers — and  perhaps  more  ques¬ 
tions — in  the  two  new  adult  study  resources: 

Ages  &  Stages  is  a  stimulating  study  of  the  various 
ages  and  stages  of  adulthood,  set  within  a  biblical 
context  and  focusing  on  the  events.and  changes 
characteristic  of  each  age  and  stage. 

Faith  Meets  Life  is  for  adults  of  all  ages  who  want  to 
examine  major  problems  and  issues  facing  Chris¬ 
tians  today — in  the  community,  the  nation,  and  the 
world.  It  will  help  students  determine  their  person¬ 
al  responses,  as  well  as  ways  their  groups  can  make 
the  message  of  the  Gospel  felt. 

Order  the  Adult  Sampler  for  a  look  at  these  and  other  new  adult  studies.  Use 
the  Sampler  for  leader  training  prior  to  the  availability  of  the  new  adult 
studies  this  fall.  Mail  this  coupon  or  visit  your  nearby  Cokesbury  Bookstore. 


Cokesbury 


*<  .IQfOHAi  limr/CI  CWItK  u 


VES!  Send  me - Adult  Samplers)  (Order  \o.  5115)  (a  5.95  each.  I  understand  that  it  contains  6.85 

worth  of  resources  and  can  be  returned  for  credit  within  45  days.  IG03-066705). 

SEND  TO  _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City/Staie/Zip _ 

□  Payment  Enclosed 

□  Charge  to  my  Cokesbury  Account  No. _ 

Prices  sub/ect  to  change.  Transportation" extra 
Add  sales  fax  where  applicable  P391UMR 


'□  Open  an  Account 
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Chaplains  face  conflicts  as  ministers,  military  officers 


Chaplains  may  wear  the  uniforms 
of  military  officers,  but  they  say  they 
are  ministers  first. 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  DIEGO  —  When  a  minister  puts  on  the  same 
uniform  worn  by  members  of  the  armed  services 
who  are  trained  to  wage  war,  a  “certain  tension” 
goes  to  work,  several  United  Methodist  chaplains 
polled  here  said. 

“Sure  you  have  a  conflict,”  said  the  Rev.  Roland 
Faulk,  who  spent  from  1937  to  1968  as  a  U.S.  Navy 
chaplain.  “Chaplains  are  non-combatants.  They  are 
not  fighters,  but  it  is  their  mission  to  minister  to 
those  who  are.” 

While  external  tensions,  such  as  hostility  from 
some  of  their  anti-military  colleagues  are  part  of 
those  faced  by  military  chaplains,  they  also  reported 
personal  conflicts  directly  related  to  their  dual  roles 
—  ministers  who  are  also  military  officers. 

When  asked  whether  he  felt  any  conflict  serving 
as  a  minister  at  the  Marine  Recruit  Depot  here 
‘where  men  are  being  trained  to  wage  war,  the  Rev. 
James  B.  Durham  III  said: 

“What  better  place  to  be?  We  are  told  to  be  fishers 
of  men  —  not  just  keepers  of  the  aquarium.” 

The  decision  to  become  a  military  chaplain  was 
not  an  easy  one  for  him . 

“It’s  a  question  I  struggled  with  all  the  way 
through  seminary,”  Chaplain  Durham  said.  He  had 
served  as  an  enlisted  man  in  the  Air  Force  prior  to 
finishing  college  and  feeling  his  call  to  the  ministry. 


Serving  as  a  minister  in  the  military,  Chaplain 
Durham  said,  “shouldn’t  change  your  faith  or 
understanding  of  the  Gospel.” 

Explaining  that  while  he  would  find  it  “very 
destructive  to  have  to  take  a  human  life,”  Chaplain 
Durham  quotes  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  a  martyred 
theologian  in  Nazi  Germany,  who  wrote  that 
“sometimes  evU  has  to  be  opposed  by  force.” 

“While  I  don’t  think  our  form  of  government  has  a 
divine  right  to  exist  on  this  earth,  I  see  it  as  uphol¬ 
ding  certain  principles  expressed  in  the  Bible  better 
than  other”  forms  of  government,  Mr.  Durham  said. 

”1  feel  I’d  rather  be  in  the  system  of  government 
that  we  have  than  say,  in  the  system  that  exists  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  I  think  I  would  die”  for  its  preser¬ 
vation,  he  added. 

When  TM/UMR  asked  Chaplain  Durham  whether 
he  would  be  willing  to  kill  for  the  same  cause,  he  said : 

Could  defend  helpless 

“If  it  were  just  to  save  my  own  life  or  maybe  even 
just  one  other  (military)  person’s  life,  probably  not. 
But  to  protect  the  defenseless,  my  wife  or  children 
.  ..”  he  added,  shaking  his  head  and  leaving  the 
sentence  unfinished. 

“There  has  been  a  certain  terror  and  frustration 
for  me  as  I  try  to  find  a  theological  foundation  for 
being  a  chaplain,”  said  the  Rev.  Dennis  Aleson, 
whose  father  and  twin  brother  are  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  North  Dakota. 


TM/UMR  announces  staff 
change ,  two  new  writers 


“I’m  constantly  struggling  not  to  sell  out  to  the 
system  I’m  in,”  he  added. 

Chaplain  Aleson  said  that  he  regards  military 
chaplains  as  “ministering  to  a  segment  of  society 
which  is  doing  a  job.  And  if  we  boycotted  the  mili¬ 
tary  chaplaincy,”  people  still  would  serve  in  the 
armed  services,  he  said. 

He  defines  the  struggle  as  not  only  in  being  a  part  of  a 
system,  but  being  critical  of  it.  Without  being  in  the  sys¬ 
tem,  the  Air  Force  chaplain  said,  “you  can’t  help  those 
who  are  or  even  hope  to  make  changes  to  improve  it. 

“If  we  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  have  young 
men  go  into  the  military  service,”  then  there  is  an 
implied  obligation  not  to  abandon  them  once  they 
enlist,  said  the  Rev.  William  G.  Willson. 

He  has  been  a  Navy  chaplain  for  more  than  30 
years.  His  command  includes  all  chaplains  serving 
in  the  Naval  Air  Force  of  the  Pacific  Fleet  and 
stretches  from  the  North  American  coastline  to  the 
Far  East  and  Indian  Ocean. 

“Our  job  as  ministers  is  still  to  look  after  their 
moral  and  spiritual  needs,"  Chaplain  Willson  said 
of  the  chaplain’s  parishioners  —  the  members  of  the 
armed  services  and  their  families. 

Several  chaplains  spoke  in  guarded  tones  about  oth¬ 
ers  who  had  become  more  military  officer  than  minis¬ 
ter,  even  to  the  point  of  speaking  in  “glowing  terms" 
about  the  bombing  capability  of  B-52  bombers. 

“The  ones  who  go  to  the  extreme  in  the  military 
are  not  the  rule,”  Chaplain  Durham  said.  “If  you  go 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Three  changes  —  including 
one  shift  and  two  additions  —  designed  to 
enhance  the  work  of  The  Texas  Method¬ 
ist/United  Methodist  Reporter  were 
announced  here  last  week  by  the  news¬ 
paper's  Editor-General  Manger,  the 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

,  The  Rev.  Daniel  Louis,  who  joined  the 
editorial  staff  last  October,  will  shift  to  a 
new  management  position  in  mid-June 
as  the  result  of  action  recommended  by 
Mr.  Dunnam  and  approved  by 
TM/UMR’s  executive  committee  in 
February  of  this  year.  “In  his  new 
position,  —  called  Associate  Editor, 
Administration  —  Mr.  Louis  will  assist 
me  in  providing  general  oversight  and 
coordination  of  the  publication’s  various 
departments,  while  also  retaining 
editorial  responsibilities,”  Mr.  Dunnam 
said. 

Another  recommendation  approved  by 
the  executive  committee  was  to  replace 
the  internship  TM/UMR  has  provided  for 
an  ethnic  minority  person  each  of  the 
past  two  .  years  with  a  new,  full-time 
writing  position. 

Two  persons,  both 
of  whom  surfaced 
and  were  inter¬ 
viewed  during  TM/ 

UMR’s  extensive 
nationwide  search 
for  new  editorial 
staff  personnel  last 
summer,  will  join 
the  staff  in  June  to 
fill  the  vacancy  cre¬ 
ated  by  Mr.  Louis' 
move  and  the  departure  of  TM/UMR’s 
1980-81  intern,  Bonita  Davis. 

John  Lovelace,  49,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  who  for  the  past  five  years  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Journalism 
Department  and  assistant  professor  at 


Ms.  Burton 


Mr.  Lovelace 


JL 


ENRICH  YOUR 
MARRIAGE 
EXPERIENCE 

by  a  leading 
authority 
on  marriage 
relationships 

Dr  James  L.  Mayfield 

•  Learn  to  communicate  effectively 

•  Create  a  joyful  partnership 

•  Enjoy  sexual  fulfillment 

•  Set  meaningful  marriage  goals 

•  Control  your  family  finances 

•  Use  creativity  in  your  marriage 

UNCOVER  NEW  AND  EXCITING 
WAYS  TO  PUT  THE  HONEYMOON 
BACK  IN  YOUR  MARRIAGE 

Money  Back  Guarantee 
Rush  S8  45  to  J  Mayfield,  9565  Reseda  81., 
*256,  Reseda.  CA  91324  (Add  $1.50  hand 
ling  —  Calif  residents  add  ,51«  sales  tax.) 

A  Perfect  Wedding  or  Anniversary  Gift 


Oklahoma  Baptist  University  at  Shaw¬ 
nee,  will  join  the  staff  June  15  as  Associate 
Editor. 

He  formerly  has  served  as  news  editor 
of  The  Christian  Advocate,  and  Together 
magazine,  associate  editor  at  All-Church 
Press  in  Fort  Worth  and  he  was  the 
founding  editor  of  Newscope,  a 
nationally  circulated  weekly  UM  news¬ 
letter. 

“I  have  long  regarded  Mr.  Lovelace  as 
among  the  most  seasoned  and  out¬ 
standing  news  journalists  in  the  UMC,” 
Mr.  Dunnam  said. 

Garlinda  Burton, 

23,  is  leaving  the 
staff  of  the  Press 
Citizen  in  Iowa  City, 

Iowa,  to  become  a 
TM/UMR  Staff 
Writer  on  June  1. 

She  is  a  1980  jour¬ 
nalism  graduate 
from  the  University 
of  Tennessee  in 
Knoxville  and  a  life¬ 
long  United  Methodist  from  North 
Carolina. 

“Ms.  Burton  is  a  person  of  outstanding 
ability  and  potential  as  a  Christian  jour¬ 
nalist,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  He  added  that 
he  also  believes  the  staff  will  benefit  by 
the  ongoing  presence  of  a  person  who 
brings  an  ethnic  perspective. 

“I  believe  with  the  addition  of  Mr. 
Lovelace  and  Ms.  Burton  to  Managing 
Editor  Sharon  Mielke,  Associate  Editors 
Roy  Beck  and  Joyce  Hopkins,  Mr.  Louis 
and  myself,  TM/UMR  will  have  the 
finest  church  newspaper  staff  in 
existence  today,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 
“It’s  difficult  to  say  that  and  sound 
modest,  but  I  fully  believe  it  is  true.” 

With  a  weekly  circulation  of  more  than 
515,000,  TM/UMR  is  the  most  widely-cir¬ 
culated  weekly  religious  newspaper  in 
the  world.  It  publishes  individualized 
editions  for  44  annual  conferences  and 
325  local  congregations  across  the  United 
States. 

In  addition,  the  new  National  Christian 
Reporter  —  started  just  12  weeks  ago  as 
an  extension  of  TM/UMR’s  ministry  — 
now  has  a  weekly  circulation  approach¬ 
ing  20,000,  and  is  providing  22  special 
editions  for  local  churches  in  nine  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations. 


CHRISTIAN  MANOR 

CROl'P  HOME  RESIDENTIAL  CENTERS 

•For  retarded  and  mentally  ill  patient* 
requiring  long-term  care 
•Patients  treated  at 
the  facilities  by  physicians 


•Daily  rates  *21. So 


Modem  facilities 


Phone  (703)  919-0505  or  write 
Rt.  1.  Box  521.  Waynesboro.  VA  22980 


Asbury  Seminary 
prepared  me  for 
ministry.” 

—  The  Rev.  Gloria  Burke  Brooks.  M.  Div. 
1978.  Pas l or.  the  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church.  Wauseon,  OH.. 

"I  knew  that  in  order  to  fulfill  my 
calling  to  United  Methodist  ministry, 
my  Seminary  education  would  have 
to  be  thorough  and  challenging. 

“At  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  I 
found  a  well-balanced  curriculum,  an 
outstanding  faculty,  and  commit¬ 
ments  to  Biblical  authority  and  to  the 
Wesleyan  heritage  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“I  know  I'm  a  better  pastor  today 
because  I  chose  Asbury  Seminary.” 

Please  send  more  information  about'Asbur7*1 
Theological  Seminary. 

Name _ 

Street _ 


State 


.  Zip- 


Mail  to:  Office  of  Public  Affairs  •  Asbury 
L _ ^  m  m  ary_»_Wil  mo_re^  l£Y_40390 _  j 


That  all  may  come  in . . . 


Three  congregations  within  Missouri’s  Cape  Girardeau- 
Farmington  District  are  among  United  Methodist  Churches 
giving  tangible  expression  to  the  1981  Year  of  Handicapped 
Persons. 

At  left,  Harold  Kuehle  operates  the  newly  installed  eleva¬ 
tor  at  Grace  UMC  which  makes  the  church’s  sanctuary, 


classrooms  and  offices  accessible. 

Two  other  churches  have  installed  ramps.  At  center,  the 
Rev.  Birgil  Bunch  inspects  Marble  Hill  UMC’s  new  ramp.  At 
right,  workmen  put  the  finishing  touches  on  the  new  ramp  at 
Perry  ville  UMC. 

MISSOURI  UMR  PHOTOS 


P ostal  cuts  may  devastate  church  press 


The  religious  press  in  the  United  States  faces  “potentially  devastating”  postal 
increases.  And  members  of  the  religious  press  were  told  recently  their  confidential 
news  sources  may  also  be  paying  a  price  to  tell  the  truth. 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  “The  postal 


situation  facing  the  nation’s  religious 
press  is  potentially  devastating,"  the 
editor  of  a  leading  churqh  magazine  told 
Congress. 

With  the  passage  of  the  Reagan 
budget,  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  can 
expect  a  more  than  $600  million  reduc¬ 
tion  in  subsidies  to  religious  and  non¬ 
profit  organizations. 

The  result,  said  Edgar  R.  Trexler, 
editor  of  The  Lutheran  and  spokesman 
for  the  750  publications  of  the  Associated 
Church  Press,  American  Jewish,  Cath¬ 
olic  and  Evangelical  press  associations, 
will  be  that  postal  rates  for  these  groups 
will  “more  than  double”  and  “much  of 
the  religious  press  will  collapse  under  the 
burden.” 

When  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  formed  in 
1970,  Congress  decided  that  each  class  of 
mail  should  pay  full  cost  some  day.  A  16- 
year  process  eventually  was  adopted  to 
keep  the  transition  gradual. 

When  the  Reagan  Administration 
asked  Congress  this  year  to  end  the 
$289-million  postal  subsidy  to  non-profit 
users,  however,  they  were  caught  off 
guard. 

Mr.  Trexler  said  a  survey  of  religious 
publications  showed  that  10  percent 
would  fold  if  they  had  to  begin  paying  full 
postal  costs  this  year.  If  the  postal  costs 
were  only  doubled,  most  magazine 
publishers  would  print  fewer  issues  each 
year,  he  said. 

Already,  religious  publishers  have  cut 
back  on  the  number  of  their  publications, 
the  weight  of  their  paper  and  the  number 
of  pages  per  issue,  suggesting,  Mr. 
Trexler  said,  that  “the  present  postal 
rate  is  a  burden.” 


At  his  own  publication,  the  present  cost 
of  mailing  600,000  copies  of  the  magazine 
is  $24,000.  If  the  subsidy  to  non-profit, 
second-class  mailers  ends  this  fall  as 
planned,  the  largest  denominational 
magazine  in  the  country  will  face  a  137 
percent  postage  increase  up  to  $57,500 
per  issue. 

Forced  to  cut  back  on  publications, 
non-profit  and  religious  associations 


can’t  communicate  to  the  constituents 
that  support  them,  and  giving  will  wane 
even  more,  he  said. 

Cuts  in  mailers  of  religious  institutions 
will  provide  the  post  office  with  no  addi¬ 
tional  revenue  and  because  their  fund¬ 
raising  value  is  reduced,  will  cause  their 
contributions  to  the  general  welfare  to  be 
“thrown  back  upon  an  already  finan¬ 
cially  burdened  government,”  Mr. 
Trexler  said. 

The  religious  press  is  not  asking  a 
hand-out  denied  other  publishers,  de¬ 
clared  Mr.  Trexler. 


News  sources  pay  price  for  truth 


too  far  either  way,  you  won’t  be  very  popular  with 
the  command.” 

One  chaplain  told  of  a  colleague  who  took  the 
opposite  extreme  from  the  one  who  lauded  the 
machines  of  war,  telling  unhappy  enlistees  how 
they  could  get  out  of  the  service  —  effectively,  if  not 
entirely  legally. 

Frustrated  by  confusion 

Some  of  the  chaplains  interviewed  said  they  felf 
frustrated  by  the  tendency  of  strongly  anti-military 
UMs  to  confuse  them  with  the  activities  carried  out 
by  other  military  personnel. 

While  chaplains  carry  packs  and  hike  the  same 
distances  as  the  military  personnel  to  whom  they 
minister,  military  regulations  forbid  them  any 
training  that  might  be  directly  related  to  combat, 
such  as  learning  to  fire  a  weapon. 

Yet  another  tension  several  chaplains  said  they 
face  is  one  they  have  in  common  with  their  civilian 
counterparts. 

The  temptation  for  military  chaplains  who  are 
officers  is  “similar  to  what  bishops,  district  super¬ 
intendents  and  senior  pastors  —  anyone  who  has 
power  —  faces,”  said  the  Rev.  Andrew  R.  Taylor,  a 
Navy  chaplain. 

The  officers,  like  any  participants  in  a  structured 
hierarchy,  must  be  careful  not  to  abuse  or  use  for 
personal  gain  the  authority  that  comes  with  increas¬ 
ingly  higher  positions  in  the  structure,  he  said. 

University 

marks  95  th 
anniversary 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
SEOUL,  Korea  —  May  31  will  mark  an¬ 
other  anniversary  for  the  world's  “oldest 
and  largest”  university  just  for  women. 

Ewha  University,  which  began  95 
years  ago  as  a  one-room,  one-pupil 
school  in  the  home  of  Mary  S.  Scranton, 
an  American  Methodist  missionary,  has 
graduated  50,000  students.  Two-thirds  of 
the  educated  women  of  Korea  are  gradu¬ 
ates  of  the  university,  according  to  Moon 
P.  Hong,  the  executive  director  of  the 
International  Foundation  for  Ewha 
University  in  New  York.  Approximately 
3,500  alumni  live  in  North  America  he  said. 

The  school  grew  by  1910  into  a  middle 
school,  then  a  high  school  and  finally  into 
a  college.  It  started  as  a  church  institu¬ 
tion,  and  “it  is  a  Methodist  institution 
today,”  according  to  Mamie  Lee  Finger, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  president  of  the  founda¬ 
tion  board. 

Among  the  school’s  graduates  is  Lee 
Tai-Young,  Korea’s  first  woman  lawyer 
and  founder  of  the  first  legal  aid  center. 
She  was  elected  in  April  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Commission  of  Jurists,  one  of 
four  women  in  the  40-member  group.  The 
organization  serves  as  a  watchdog  on 
human  rights. 

Mr.  Hong  said  the  role- of  women  in 
Korean  society  has  changed  rapidly 
during  the  last  decade  with  increasing 
vocational  opportunities  opening  for 
women. 

By  1986,  the  year  of  the  school’s  center^ 
nial,  Ewha  expects  to  have  20,000 
students. 


* 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  While  one 
speaker  said  journalists  didn’t  have  to 
pay  the  high  cost  of  telling  the  truth,  an¬ 
other  was  describing  the  burden  placed 
on  women  by  the  media. 

Sister  Marti  Tomas  pointed  out  that 
her  seminar  on  women  in  the  media  was 
attended  almost  entirely  by  women, 
even  though  the  number  of  men  atten¬ 
ding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Associ¬ 
ated  Church  Press  here  outnumbered 
them  two  to  one. 

The  others,  she  said,  chose  a  parallel 
seminar  on  “the  cost  of  truth”  in  journal¬ 
ism. 

In  that  session  John  Demott  said 
journalists  have  become  “calloused”  to¬ 
ward  news  sources  who  ultimately  must 
face  the  risks  of  providing  information  to 
reporters. 

“The  attitude  is  ‘let  the  chips  fall 
where  they  may.’  But  there’s  an  exorbi¬ 
tant  cost  there,  and  we  pass  along  a  lot  of 
that  cost  to  other  people,”  the  professor 
of  journalism  at  Memphis  State  Univer¬ 
sity  said.  He  was  formerly  with  the 
Kansas  City  Star. 

Dr.  Tomas  described  a  similarly  cav¬ 
alier  attitude  toward  women,  particu- 


Church  inherits  parcel  of  land 
—  with  natural  gas  underneath 


PITTSBURG,  Kans.  —  A  parcel  of  land 
in  southwestern  Oklahoma  which  was 
willed  to  First  United  Methodist  Church 
here  is  changing  its  life. 

The  land  itself  is  not  that  pretty  but  the 
natural  gas  under  its  surface  has  already 
yielded  $280,000  for  the  congregation  to 
translate  into  scholarships,  aid  for  a 
Zimbabwe  hospital,  a  church  van  and 
other  needs  as  they  come  up. 

The  church  fell  heir  to  the  land  several 
years  ago,  according  to  Interchange,  the 
Kansas  East  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR.  The  land  was  sold  but  the 
mineral  rights  were  kept.  A  year  later, 
the  trustees  sold  half  the  mineral  rights 
for  $250,000.  Since  the  land  was  drilled 
and  gas  turned  up,  $30,000  in  royalties 
has  come  to  the  church. 

“This  kind  of  money  could  kill  you,” 
said  the  Rev.  Gary  Schrag.  The  dangers 
of  complacency  or  of  using  the  money  as 
an  excuse  to  bail  out  of  stewardship 
responsibilities  have  been  avoided,  he 
believes. 

After  some  wrestling,  the  church  deci¬ 
ded  to  invest  the  money  and  use  40  per¬ 
cent  of  the  interest  money  for  mission,  25 
percent  for  local  ministry,  25  percent  for 


property  improvement  and  10  percent  for 
scholarships. 

“The  money  has  allowed  us  to  dream 
dreams  we  never  would  have  thought 
about,"  Mr.  Schrag  said. 

Drew  gives  couple 
honorary  doctorates 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  The 
second  distinguished  Methodist  couple  to 
be  singled  out  this  spring  for  honorary 
degrees  is  a  South  Korean  couple  inter¬ 
nationally  known  for  their  activities  on 
behalf  of  human  rights. 

They  are  Chyung  Yil-Hyung,  eight- 
term  Congressman  and  former  leader  of 
the  New  Democratic  Party,  the  country's 
largest  opposition  party,  and  Lee  Tai- 
Young,  Korea’s  first  woman  lawyer  and 
founder  of  the  first  legal  aid  center. 

Drew  University  here  presented  them 
with  doctorates  on  May  23  at  its  spring 
com  mencement  exercises . 

In  April  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  and 
Marjorie  Tuell  of  Los  Angeles  received  a 
similar  honor  from  Alaska  Pacific 
University  in  Anchorage. 


larly  as  they  are  portrayed  on  television. 

Television,  the  most  powerful  cultural 
medium,  she  said,  places  women  in  the 
background,  harkening  to  the  days 
before  the  printing  press,  when  story  tel¬ 
lers  entertained  communities. 

Not  only  must  women  in  the  workplace 
struggle  against  the  stereotypes  por¬ 
trayed  in  the  media,  but  they  must 
realize  that  self-image  and  personal 
goals  need  individual  motivation,  the 
Loyola  University  campus  pastor  and 
faculty  member  said. 

The  faking  of  the  series  which  won  a 
Pulitzer  Prize  for  Janet  Cooke,  formerly 
of  the  Washington  Post,  could  give  jour¬ 
nalists  something  to  overcome,  too, 
according  to  Mr.  Demott. 

Because  of  the  damage  done  to  press 
creditability  by  Ms.  Cooke,  journalists 
are  now  going  to  have  to  persuade  more 
sources  to  come  out  into  the  open. 

“As  newsmen,  we  can  ignore  the  prob¬ 
lems  sources  have,  the  dangers  being 
brought  on  them,”  Mr.  Demott  said.  “We 
report  the  truth  but  they  pay  the  price. 
Now  we  have  to  get  them  to  tell  their 
story  directly.” 

While  the  truth  may  make  us  free  it  is 
never  free  in  itself,  Mr.  Demott  told  the 
convention.  The  cost  is  rising  every  day, 
not  just  in  the  United  States,  but  around 
the  world  as  reporters  are  imprisoned, 
tortured  and  killed  for  what  they  write. 

“Even  in  the  United  States,  truth  still 
bears  a  price  tag  which  can  be  lethal,"  he 
said. 

But,  he  added,  “whatever  the  cost, 
there  is  no  substitute  for  truth  in  a 
democratic  society.” 

Budget  cuts  rapped 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Federal 
programs  concerned  with  alcoholism 
may  be  victims  of  the  Reagan  Adminis¬ 
tration’s  budget  cut  proposals,  three  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  warned  here. 

“No  mandate  to  control  inflation  in¬ 
cludes  authorization  to  ignore  millions  of 
suffering  families,”  those  of  alcoholics, 
according  to  Beverly  Roberson  Jackson 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society;  the  Rev.  James  M.  Dunn, 
executive  director  of  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs;  and  the 
Rev.  Robert  F.  Drinan,  Jesuit  priest  and 
former  member  of  Congress. 


WANTED  (or  POSITION  AVAILABLE) 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
lor  a  growing.  32oo-member  suburban  church.  Full- 
time  position  available  July  I.  IMI.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable 

Send  application  with  resume  to  Staff-Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee.  Hyde  Park  Community  United 
Methodist  Church.  Observatory  and  Grace  Avenues. 
Cincinnati.  OH  45208. 


CLASSIFIED 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Needed  full-time  for  1550 
member  church  in  central  Florida.  Well  established 
relational  youth  ministries  program  Contact; 
Gerald  E  Chambers.  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  236,  Maitland,  FL  32751 

SPECIAL  FOR  WOMEN:  A  luncheon  on  "Getting 
Things  Done  Through  United  Methodist  Women. v 
Also  seminars  on  1982  study  themes.  Isaiah  and  thg 
Church  in  Europe.  Special  drama  on  Susanna 
Wesley.  Plus  much  more  at  the  Good  News  Convo  '81. 
July  20-23,  1981.  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania.  For 
information  write  308  East  Main  Street,  Wilmore 
KY  40390 

STAFF  ASSISTANT  WANTED:  Full  or  part-time 
position  for  1000-member  United  Methodist  Churcht 
Duties  to  include  Youth  and  Christian  Education. 
Salary  open  Send  resume  to  Pastor-Parish 
Committee.  Box  264.  St.  Joseph.  MO  64501  prior  to 
June  20 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Director  of  Children's 
Education  including  a  top  quality  weekday  pre¬ 
school.  Mother's  Day  Out.  and  Sunday  morning 
Church  School  for  a  large  ( 1200+  )  suburban  church. 
Need  background  in  Christian  Education  and  Pre¬ 
school  education.  Contact  Dr  Phil  Sageser,  Colonial 
Hills  UMC,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230  Phone  (512)  349- 
2401 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Conference  Director  of 
Camps.  Conferences  and  Retreats  Job  description 
available  on  request  Deadline  for  receipt  of  resume 
June  15.  1981  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Committee, 
Att.  Cathy  Lashford,  Wyoming  Conference  Office, 
438  Chenango  St  ,  Binghamton.  NY  13901 

WANTED:  Music  and  Youth  Activities  Director; 
children,  adult  and  handbell  choirs;  junior  and 
senior  high  youth  program;  downtown  church  of  700 
members  Send  biographical  information  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  26,  Atlanta,  TX  75551 
Telephone  (214  )  796-2424 

PROTESTANT  MINISTER-AT-LARGE:  Syracuse 
University  is  seeking  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  clergy  to  work  closely  with  the  Dean  of 
Hendricks  Chapel.  Responsibilities  will  include 
planning  and  coordinating  as  well  as  serving  as 
preacher  for  the  regular  ecumenical  Protestant 
Services  on  Sunday  morning,  serving  as  a  central 
member  of  the  Hendricks  Chapel  staff  in  team, 
ministry,  and  ministering  to  the  United  Methodist 
interests  on  campus.  Minimum  starting  salary  of 
$23,500  plus  a  20%  fringe  package.  Send  resumes 
and  three  references  to  Rev.  Vernon  L.  Lee,  3049  E. 
Genesee  St.,  Syracuse,  N.Y.  13224.  Application  dead¬ 
line,  June  15, 1981. 

FOR  SALE  Two  beautiful  acres,  view  100  miles, 
beautiful  house  three  years,  fully  carpeted,  village 
utilities,  in  Cloudcroft,  N.M.,  8850  elevation,  505-265- 
1819  Evenings. 

TALENTED  MUSICIAN:  Accepting  a  limited 
number  of  bookings  for  concerts,  revivals,  and 
witness  of  God’s  goodness  and  support  I  can 
“personalize"  programs  for  special  occasions  if 
appropriate  data  is  furnished  well  in  advance  For 
more  information  contact  Gary  Huddleston;  P  O 
Box  3274;  San  Angelo,  TX  76902;  A.C  (915  )  655-5297 
(evenings) 

WANTED:  Minister  of  program  and  outreach 
Downtown  church  in  Denver,  Colorado-approxi- 
nately  1100  members.  Principal  responsibility  .  . 
starting  and  developing  creative  and  distinctive 
programs  Salary  negotiable.  Call  (303  )  839-1493 

METHODIST  HOME.  WACO.  TEXAS:  Is  looking  for 
a  Director  or  Minister  of  Music  Call  or  write 
Chaplain  Dan  Adams.  (817)  753-0181  ext.  310,  1111 
Herring  Ave. ,  Waco,  TX  76708. 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR.  Growing  Pastoral  Coun¬ 
seling  Center  is  looking  for  an  experienced  Pas¬ 
toral  Counselor  with  a  graduate  degree  beyond 
the  Master  of  Divinity  and  preferably  Fellow-level 
membership  in  the  AAPC.  Send  resume  with  salary 
requirements  to  Doris  M.  Jones,  Samaritan  Counsel¬ 
ing  Center,  Methodist  Evangelical  Hospital,  Box  843, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202. 

MEDITERRANEAN  CRUISE  from  Athens  to  the 
Greek  Islands.  Turkey,  Israel.  Egypt.  Contact  Mar 
garet  Fleming,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  411 
Second  St.,  Natchitoches,  LA  71457. 
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Human  life  queries  bring  strife 

Deciding  when  it  begins  raises  legal ,  medical ,  moral  issues 


By  EDYTHE  WESTENHAVER 
Religious  News  Service 

If  Congress  passes  a  proposed  human 
life  statute,  the  new  law  seems  certain  to 
open  a  Pandora’s  box  of  legal,  medical 
and  moral  quandaries. 

Does  human  life  begin  at  conception 
When  a  new  and  unique  genetic  entity 
comes  into  being  with  the  union  of  a 
man’s  sperm  and  a  woman’s  egg? 

Does  it  begin  two  weeks  later  at 
implantation  when  this  entity,  the 
embryo,  lodges  in  the  wall  of  the  female 
uterus  and  begins  Jhe  steady  growth 
which  normally  culminates  40  weeks 
later  at  birth?  Or  should  the  start  of  life 
be  set  another  week  further  when  an 
embryo  can  divide  itself  to  form  what 
will  become  two  individuals  —  identical 
twins? 

Some  people  say  human  life  begins  at 
four  weeks  when  the  first  heartbeats  can 
be  picked  up.  Or  between  six  and  seven 
weeks  when  the  first  brain  waves  can  be 
detected. 

Or  does  this  small  “aquanaut” 
swimming  in  its  amniotic  sac  become 
human  at  12  weeks,  the  start  of  the 
second  trimester  and  the  time  for 


“quickening,”  when  the  mother  first 
begins  to  feel  life  stirring? 

Quickening  was  long  considered  the 
time  when  life  began  in  the  legal  and 
religious  traditions  of  the  English- 
speaking  world. 

‘Quickening’  marks  life 

The  common  law,  which  the  United 
States  inherited  from  England,  held  that 
life  began  at  “quickening”  when  the 
woman  first  felt  life. 

Blackstone,  the  great  18th  century 
British  jurist,  wrote  in  his  Commentaries 
that  life  “is  the  immediate  gift  from 
God;  a  right  inherent  in  every 
individual;  and  it  begins,  in 
contemplation  of  law,  as  soon  as  an 
infant  is  able  to  stir  in  its  mothers 
womb.” 

The  old  New  York  State  laws  made 
abortion  before  quickening  a  minor 
felony  punishable  with  up  to  four  years 
imprisonment;  but  after  quickening,  the 
offense  was  second  degree  manslaughter 
with  a  possible  sentence  of  up  to  20  years. 

The  Catholic  Church  had  a 
longstanding  tradition  making  a 
distinction  about  the  time  of  quickening 


between  an  “unformed"  and  “a  formed” 
fetus.  The  latter  was  thought  to  have 
developed  sufficiently  for  the  soul  to  be 
infused. 

The  church’s  opposition  to  all  abortion 
goes  back  in  an  unbroken  line  to  the 
Didache,  the  first  post  —  biblical 
teaching.  But  the  ecclesiastical  penalties 
for  aborting  a  formed  fetus  were  very 
severe;  those  dealing  with  an  unformed 
fetus  were  more  mild  and  akin  to  those 
for  the  use  of  contraceptives. 

The  Protestant  and  Jewish  traditions 
also  made  note  of  quickening,  but  they 
accepted  therapeutic  abortion,  holding 
that  the  mother’s  life  had  precedence 
over  that  of  her  child  until  the  infant  had 
emerged  from  the  womb. 

Supreme  court  rules  in  1973 

In  1973  in  its  much  debated 
pronouncement  on  abortion,  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  professed  itself  unable  to 
determine  when  life  begins  but  ruled 
legal  protection  of  the  fetus  as  a  person 
should  begin  at  viability,  the  time  when 
the  fetus  is  able  to  sustain  itself  outside 
the  mother’s  womb,  albeit  with  medical 
help. 


The  illustrations  of  a  human  fetus  in  three  stages  of  development,  above,  symbolize  the  question  which  lies  at  the  heart  of  the 
current  abortion  debate:  ‘‘When  does  human  life  begin?”  It  is  the  most  emotional  political  battle  to  reach  Capitol  Hill  in 
generations  and  is  centered  around  the  proposed  Helms-Hyde  Bill.  religious  news  service  photo 


Woman  teaches  art,  music,  plays  piano 


The  court  set  the  time  of  viability  at  24 
to  28  weeks;  but  medical  advances  are 
now  pushing  thgt  time  farther  and 
farther  back.  Experts  predict  a  day  will 
come  when  all  fetuses  can  be  kept  alive, 
in  the  laboratory  if  not  in  the  nursery. 

In  making  abortion  on  demand 
available  to  American  women  in  the 
early  stages  of  pregnancy,  the  landmark 
Roe  vs.  Wade  decision  used  a  tri-partite 
definition.  It  ruled  that  the  right  to 
privacy  guaranteed  in  the  14th 
Amendment  must  be  interpreted  to  mean 
that  the  decision  to  abort  must  be  left  to 
the  woman  and  her  physician  in  the  first 
trimester  of  pregnancy. 

In  the  second  trimester,  states  could 
make  rules  governing  the  medical 
procedures  used  but  could  not  limit  the 
reasons  for  abortion,  the  court  said, 
while  in  the  final  trimester  —  after 
viability  —  they  could  forbid  abortion 
except  where  the  mother’s  life  was 
endangered. 

The  court’s  decision  delighted  militant 
feminists  and  their  supporters  who  had 
been  campaigning  vigorously  for 
liberalized  abortion  laws.  It  shocked  and 
angered  other  Americans,  including 
large  numbers  of  Roman  Catholics,  who 
believe  that  abortion  is  murder. 

Millions  ready  to  fight 

Now,  eight  years  later,  the  ranks  of 
those  determined  to  topple  the  Roe  vs. 
Wade  decision  in  some  way  has  grown 
into  a  major  political  movement 
estimated  to  number  upwards  of  10 
million  Americans. 

While  American  Catholic  bishops  were 
in  the  vanguard  of  those  rejecting  the 
1973  Supreme  Court  decision,  the  anti¬ 
abortionist  forces  now  include  Protestant 
and  Eastern  Orthodox  churches, 
Orthodox  Jews,  and  persons  without  a 
religious  basis  for  their  objections. 

The  Helms-Hyde  human  life  statute, 
requiring  only  a  simple  majority  to 
become  law,  would  skirt  the  tedious  task 
of  enacting  a  constitutional  amendment 
and  declare  that  “actual  human  life 
exists  from  conception.”  It  would  extend 
to  the  fetus  the  full  protection  of  the  law. 

Some  experts  predict,  however,  that  if 
the  law  is  enacted,  it  is  almost  certain  to 
be  struck  down  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

New  Senate  Subcommittee  hearings  on 
the  controversial  measure  are  scheduled 
for  late  May  and  June. 


Illness  doesn’t  keep  her  from  contributing 


By  RONALD POREP 

The  seizures  can  strike  at  any  time 
without  warning. 

They  leave  Roby  Dyer  of  Hoffman 
Estates  (Illinois)  extremely  weak  and 
temporarily  paralyzed  on  her  left  side. 

They  last  about  fifteen  minutes  and 
would  scare  a  lesser  woman  into  a 
hospital  bed. 

Not  Roby  though. 

Despite  the  seizures,  the  41-year-old 
woman  donates  her  time  as  pianist  for 
the  Church  of  the  Incarnation,  United 
Methodist  of  Arlington  Heights. 

When  she  is  not  playing  at  the  church, 
Roby  gives  music  and  art  lessons.  She  is 
also  raising  a  teenage  son  and  in  her 
spare  time  visits  area  hospitals  to  help 
lift  the  spirits  of  other  heart  patients. 

Why? 

Because,  according  to  her,  the  Lord 
has  told  her  to  keep  on  giving  and  has 
allowed  her  to  do  so  by  improving  her  life 
from  the  hell  it  was  from  1971  through 
1977. 

During  those  years,  Roby  repeatedly 
trekked  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death. 

“I  was  really  in  trouble,”  she 
remembers. 

“My  son  never  knew  when  he  came 
home  from  school  ,if  the  paramedics 


w.c  Fui>»i uiuty  oi  seizures  inai  come  without  warning  and  leave  the  woman 
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saying  I  was  in  cardiac  care  again.” 

It  started  in  1971  when  she  suffered  a 
cardiac  arrest  while  in  recovery  room 
following  major  surgery. 

The  doctors  got  the  woman’s  heart 


‘Fundamentalist’  claims 
Moral  Majority  pluralistic 


;  DENVER  (RNS)  —  Jerry  Falwell,  who 
loves  being  called  a  conservative  and 
fundamentalist,  says,  “If  you  find 
.anybody  to  the  right  of  me,  let  me  know 
and  I’ll  move.” 

He  told  a  luncheon  for  pastors  and 
Christian  school  educators  here  he’s 
“fundamentalist  and  separatist  and 
argumentative.  I  get  along  with  very  few 
people.” 

In  his  appearances  here,  Mr.  Falwell 
often  referred  to  the  pluralism  in  his 
movement,  but  phrases  that  would  seem 
to  indicate  otherwise  kept  slipping  into 
his  statements. 

He  said  that  Moral  Majority,  the 
conservative  political-action  group 
which  he  founded  and  heads,  is  working 
closely  with  Mormons,  Roman  Catholics 
and  Orthodox  Jews  on  pro-family  and 
pro-life  issues. 

On  the  heels  of  that  remark,  however, 
he  said,  “We’ll  agree  now  and  fight  later. 
That’s  established.  But  right  now  we 
need  to  join  hands  and  turn  this  nation 
around  and  make  it  the  greatest  country 
on  earth.” 

At  an  “I  Love  America”  rally  at  the 
State  Capitol,  Mr.  Falwell  said  to  the 
crowd,  after  a  rousing  patriotic  song, 
“Now  that  would  excite  even  an 
Episcopalian.”  Then  he  quickly  asked, 
“How  many  Episcopalians  do  we  have 
here?  A  few  hands  went  up. 

At  another  point  during  the  rally  the 
Virginia  Baptist  said  he  believes  in  a 
pluralistic  society.  “There  must  be  room 


going  again.  A  short  time  later,  they 
started  looking  for  the  cause  of  her  heart 
arrest. 

They  have  never  found  it.  Things  just 
got  worse. 

“After  the  arrest,  I  started  having 
frequent  attacks  of  irregular  heart  beats 
—  ventricular  heart  arrhythmias  the 
doctors  call  them.” 

One  August  afternoon,  the  “Big  One” 
struck. 

“I  was  reaching  up  to  pick  an  apple  in 
my  backyard  when  I  collapsed.  There 


were  no  neighbors  within  hearing 
distance,”  Roby  narrates. 

“I  took  a  while,  but  I  managed  to  crawl 
to  the  phone.  I  dialed  the  emergency 
number  for  the  clinic  in  Cleveland.  The 
doctor  there  listened  to  my  heart  through 
a  special  device  I  have  attached  to  my 
phone. 

“He  told  me  to  get  to  Northwestern 
University  Medical  Center  in  Chicago.” 

There  she  met  Dr.  Harry  Hai  who  had 
been  experimenting  for  several  years 
with  a  new  drug  for  conditions  like  hers. 

“After  three  large  doses  of  the  drug,  I 
had  a  regular  heart  beat  again,”  explains 
Roby  with  rejoicing  in  her  voice. 

“It  is  like  I  have  a  whole  new  life!  Even 
when  I  do  have  problems  now,  I  do  not 
get  discouraged  because  I  have  so  much 
more  possibility  for  a  normal  life.” 

Does  she  fear  that  the  heart  beat 
irregularities  might  return  without 
warning? 

“You  have  to  find  other  things  to 
occupy  your  time,”  she  says. 

“I  try  to  help  others  come  through 
what  I  already  have.” 

“One  old  man  I  visited  in  a  hospital 
was  scared  to  death.  He  just  knew  he  was 
going  to  breathe  his  last  if  he  had  a 
pacemaker  put  in.” 

“When  he  saw  me  so  full  of  energy  and 
laughing  with  a  pacemaker  in  me,  he  was 
okay. 

That  is  why  this  thing  has  happened 
to  me.  It  has  shown  me  how  to  help 
others.” 

Mr.  Porep  is  a  free  lance  writer  living 
in  Palatine,  III. 


~ - History  of  Hymns - 

Crown  idea  seen  in  Revelation 


for  atheists  and  agnostics  and  Buddhists 
and  Hindus  and  Muslims  and 
homosexuals  and  Jews,”  he  said,  in  a 
mixture  that  may  not  have  set  well  with 
any  of  the  groups.  , 

He  told  the  150  persons  at  the  lunch, 
“You  don’t  have  to  agree  with  me.  I  don’t 
mind  you  being  wrong.  If  Moses  had  been 
concerned  with  Gallup  and  Harris,  he’d 
still  be  in  Egypt.  It’s  more  important  to 
be  right  than  popular.  ’ ' 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Crown  him  with  many  crowns, 

The  Lamb  upon  his  throne; 

Hark!  how  the  heavenly  anthem  drowns 
All  music  but  its  own; 

Awake,  my  soul,  and  sing 
Of  him  who  died  for  thee, 

And  hail  him  as  thy  matchless  King 
Through  all  eternity. 

When  the  British  Bible  Society 
celebrated  its  100th  anniversary  in  Royal 
Albert  Hall,  London,  November,  1905, 
greetings  were  read  from  heads  of 
government  of  many  nations  of  the 
world. 

Following  this,  the  presiding  officer, 
the  Marquis  of  Northampton,  said,  “Now 
that  we  have  read  these  addresses  from 
earthly  rulers,  let  us  turn  our  minds  to 
the  King  of  kings.  We  will  sing,  ‘Crown 
Him  with  Many  Crowns.’  ” 

This  hymn  of  six  stanzas  was  written  in 
1851,  by  Matthew  Bridges,  three  years 
after  he  had  left  the  Church  of  England 
and  joined  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  “many  crowns”  idea  is  suggested 
by  the  description  of  the  one  who  sat  upon 
the  white  horse  in  Revelation  19:12  — 
“His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire,  and  on 


his  head  were  many  crowns. 

Each  of  Mr.  Bridges  six  stanzas  dealt 
with  a  different  crown:  crowning  Christ 
as  the  Lamb  upon  His  Throne,  the 
Virgin’s  Son,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Lord  of 
Love,  the  Lord  of  Peace,  and  the  Lord  of 
Years. 

Twenty-three  years  after  Mr.  Bridges 
wrote  the  hymn,  an  Anglican  minister, 
Godfrey  Thring,  wrote  some  additional 
stanzas  adding  more  “crowns”  to  his 
format:  crowning  Christ  as  Lord  of  Life, 
and  Lord  of  Light. 

Our  hymnals  today  generally  include  a 
composite  of  four  stanzas  of  this  hymn  — 
two  or  three  by  Mr.  Bridges  and  one  or 
two  by  Mr.  Thring.  Regardless  of  the 
selection  of  stanzas,  this  hymn  is  a 
worthy  one,  whose  hearty  singing  by  a 
congregation  provides  an  extraordinary 
dimension  of  praise  for  the  worshipers. 

The  tune  we  associate  with  the  words 
was  written  in  1868  by  Sir  George  Elvey, 
for  47  years  organist  and  choirmaster  at 
St.  George’s  Chapel,  Windsor,  the  home 
church  of  the  English  royal  family.  He 
named  the  tune  “Diademata,”  from  the 
Greek  word  for  crowns. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN:  Spirit  of  God. 
Descend  upon  My  Heart 
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Recent  shootings  mobilize 
gun  control  advocates 


By  Religious  News  Service 
The  attempted  assassination  of  Pope 
John  Paul  II,  following  the  recent 
shooting  of  President  Reagan,  has 
aroused  the  indignation  of  the  majority 
of  Americans  who  strongly  oppose 
handguns.  In  a  quick  reaction  to  the 
Vatican  violence,  the  Connecticut  Senate 
has  already  passed  a  handgun  bill  it  had 
rejected  only  a  week  earlier.  The 
measure  provides  a  mandatory 
minimum  sentence  for  anyone  convicted 
of  carrying  a  gun. 

Other  states  may  follow.  There  have 
already  been  30  gun-control  bills 
introduced  in  the  current  Congress  with 
proposals  ranging  from  the  banning  of 
pistols  to  others  that  would  establish 
mandatory  sentences  for  crimes 
committed  with  pistols. 

Though  more  than  250,000  U.S.  citizens 
are  confronted  each  year  by  a  criminal 


with  a  loaded  gun  and  9,900  of  them  lose 
their  lives  —  close  to  three  million  new 
weapons  are  sold  yearly.  Police  records 
reveal  that  out  of  all  the  handguns  bought 
for  family  security,  most  are  more  likely 
to  accidently  kill  a  family  member  or 
friend  than  to  stop  a  crime. 

Other  statistics  point  to  the  growing 
number  of  murders  committed  every 
year  by  otherwise  law  abiding  citizens 
who  simply  had  a  gun  too  close  during  a 
family  quarrel.  The  paradox  is  that  only 
two  percent  of  household  burglars  are 
ever  shot. 

Recent  Gallup  and  Harris  surveys 
have  determined  that  about  80  percent  of 
all  Americans  favor  firearms  control, 
but  experts  believe  that  the  use  of  small 
guns  are  most  likely  to  proliferate  as 
long  as  lawmakers  continue  to  respond  to 
the  persuasion  of  organizations  such  as 
the  Institute  for  Legislative  Action, 
lobbying  arm  of  the  National  Rifle 
Association  (NRA),  who  seem  to 
effectively  block  “restrictive  or 
prohibitive  hand-gun  control  bills” 
whenever  they  are  proposed. 

The  National  Coalition  To  Ban  Hand¬ 
guns  is  developing  a  hit  list  of  congress¬ 
men  opposed  to  gun  control.  They  are 
targeting  these  representatives  for  defeat 
in  the  1982  elections. 


Dear  Deborah 


Dr.  Jeanette  Piccard 

Leader  for 
women  in 
ministry  dies 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Dr. 
Jeanette  Piccard,  trailblazer  for 
women  in  space  and  for  women  in  the 
Episcopal  priesthood,  is  dead  at  86. 

She  died  May  17  of  inoperable 
cancer  at  University  of  Minnesota 
Masonic  Hospital. 

In  1914,  when  she  was  a  freshman  at 
Byrn  Mawr  college,  the  college’s 
president  interviewed  her  and  asked 
what  she  wanted  to  be. 

“I  said  that  it  was  impossible  —  that 
I  wanted  to  be  a  priest”  she  recalled. 

Since  seminaries  were  not 
accepting  women  then,  Miss  Ridlon 
went  to  the  University  of  Chicago  to 
do  advanced  work  in  chemistry 
instead.  There  she  met  Jean  Piccard, 
a  tall  young  Swiss  who  was  her  degree 
counselor.  They  were  married  in  1919. 

Jean  and  his  twin  brother,  Auguste, 
probed  the  stratosphere  in  balloons  in 
the  1930s.  Jeanette,  after  six  balloon 
flights,  acquired  a  pilot’s  license  in 
1934.  The  first  woman  to  go  to  such 
heights,  she  guided  a  pressurized 
Gondola  to  57,559  feet  while  her 
husband  studied  cosmic  rays  and 
other  scientific  mysteries. 

Later,  she  served  as  a  consultant  to 
the  National  Aeronautic  and  Space 
Administration’s  Manned  Spacecraft 
Center  in  Houston.  As  a  space  agency 
lecturer,  she  urged  women  to  be 
something  more  than  housewives. 

She  and  other  Episcopal  women 
pressed  their  church  to  admit  women 
to  the  priesthood. 

In  1974,  she  and  10  other  women 
defied  church  rules  and  were 
ordained  Episcopal  priests  in 
Philadelphia  by  four  bishops  who 
supported  women’s  ordination.  When 
the  Episcopal  General  Convention 
met  in  Minneapolis  in  1976,  it  reversed 
itself  and  authorized  female  priests. 
The  ordinations  of  the  11  ordained 
“irregularly”  were  subsequently 
approved. 

Since  becoming  a  priest  at  the  age 
of  79,  Jeanette  Piccard  has  served 
most  of  the  time  as  an  unpaid 
assistant  at  St.  Philip's  Episcopal 
Church  in  St.  Paul,  a  predominately 
black  parish.  She  also  celebrated  a 
Eucharist  each  week  at  St.  Paul’s 
Miller  Hospital  and  had  an  extensive 
ministry  among  the  elderly,  many  of 
whom  were  younger  than  she. 
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‘Give  estate 
to  children’ 

Dear  Deborah 

You  have  been  known  to  agree  with 
persons  who  intend  to  give  their  estate  to 
the  church  rather  than  to  their  own 
children.  I  disagree.  The  children  are  not 
any  more  greedy  than  a  church  or  a 
charity  that  accepts  such  an  estate. 

I  agree  with  the  children  whose 
parents  have  disowned  their  loved  ones 
and  made  them  feel  unworthy.  But,  the 
children  are  worthy.  It  is  the  family  and 
family  love  for  one  another  that  keeps 
the  church  alive  in  the  world.  These 
children  are  church  members  and  will 
carry  on  after  the  parents  are  gone.  The 
children  are  a  precious  personal  gift 
from  God.  The  estate  the  parents  leave  to 
the  children  represents  much  more  than 
money.  Sincerely, 

E.M.R. 

Dear  E.M.R.: 

Most  children  who  are  in  anticipation 
of  an  estate  would  no  doubt  agree  with 
your  assessment.  I  find  your  calling  a 
church  or  charity  “greedy”  most 
distasteful.  Greedy  implies  excessively 
and  inordinately  desirous  of  wealth  or 
profit,  avaricious,  grasping,  rapacious 
and  selfish.  Do  you  wish  to  imply  that 
churches  and  charities  (with  some 
exceptions  I’ll  grant)  are  greedy? 

My  point  is  that  some  parents  find  that 
their  children  are  very  well  off; 
financially  and  feel  that  a  church  or' 
charity  would  use  their  estate  in  ways; 
that  would  be  more  meaningful  to  them 
as  Christians  —  it  is  not  a  way  to  slight 
children  but  really  honors  them.  Perhaps 
if  this  is  considered  by  parents  it  would 
be  well  to  prepare  their  children  that  this 
will  be  the  case.  Would  you  agree  that 
this  could  be  an  alternative  kind  of 
disposing  of  one’s  estate? 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  always  believed  that  my  right 
hand  should  not  know  what  my  left  hand 
is  doing  in  the  matter  of  giving  money  to 
the  church  or  other  causes.  My  problem 
is  that  I  have  yet  to  succeed  in  keeping 
my  mouth  completely  shut  about  any 
good  deed  I  have  done.  Somehow  I 
always  have  to  let  slip  to  someone  that  I 
have  done  this  or  that.  I  hate  myself  for  it 
and  feel  that  my  gifts  are  less  worthy 
because  I  have  this  kind  of  pride  in 
everything  I  do.  Why  do  I  do  this ?  Can 
you  give  me  a  clue  how  to  stop ? 

Arthur- 

Dear  Arthur: 

While  you  believe  that  your  right  hand! 
should  keep  secrets  from  your  left,  you 
obviously  have  a  deep  and  urgent  need 
for  recognition  for  your  good  deeds.  This, 
is  a  common  problem  for  almost  all  of  us;i 
so  don’t  let  it  slow  down  your  good  work. 
One  solution  is  to  do  so  many  generous 
and  kind  deeds  that  you  —  yes,  even  yob 
—  would  be  embarrassed  to  mentiob 
them !  Worth  a  try.  You  might  like  the 
feeling  you  will  experience. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to! 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal', 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and  ! 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Although', 
individual  letters  cannot  be  answered,  ! 
questions  for  the  column  will  be  selected  ! 
from  the  letters.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah"  1 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


Tentative  appointments  for  Louisana  United  Methodist  Annual  Conference  1981-82 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . William  F.  Mayo  2 

Alexandria : 

First . Tracy  R.  Arnold  2 

First  Associate  Larry  G.  Miller  1 

Minister  of  Visitation . Fred  S.  Flurry  R  4 

Horseshoe  Drive . John  M.  Lee  2 

Mac  Arthur  Drive . Ronald  K.  Friedrich  10 

Newman-St.  Marks . Alonzo  Campbell  2 

Trinity-Pleasant  Grove . Randall  K.  Nichols  2 

Wilton-Wesley . Nathaniel  Perry  R  2 

Ball-Clear  Creek -Springhill . (Gary  Elliott  LP)  2 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel  Sieper . T.B.S. 

Union-Macedonia . Taft  Bowie  R  2 

Bunkie : 

David  Haas  Memorial- 

Evergreen-White’s  Chapel . Wallace  Blackwood  1 

Wesley  Booneville-Marshall- 

Simpson-St.  Marks .  (Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  PTLP)  4 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel .  Edward  T.  Boyd  3 

Glenmora,  First-Fellowship- 

Forest  Hill-Melder . ( Clinton  A.  Jordan  LP )  2 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . James  L.  Adams  6 

Jonesville . Theresa  McConnell  2 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville . (John  Sayes)  4 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simmesport  . . .  James  W.  Spitzkeit  2 

Marthaville-Beulah-Robeline . Abe  M .  Conerly  R  1 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion- 

Atlanta-St.  Maurice . Frank  Chlastak  2 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-St.  Paul 

Campti-St.  Paul  Cheney ville . ( Alex  Johnson  PTLP )  7 

Natchitoches : 

Asbury-Williams 

Chapel-St.  Marks . Charles  L.  Washington  3 

College  Avenue . Robert  E .  Townsend  5 

First  Church . Richard  C.  Hoffpauir  2 

Oak  Grove-Campti . ( James  Ryan  Horton,  Jr.  HL )  3 

Olla-Tullos . Stephen  Williamson  2 

Palestine-Bethel . Jerry  A.  Means  4 

Pineville  First . Hugh  L.  Baker  4 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel . (Lionel  J.  Marcel)  3 

Provencal-Weaver . Jolly  B.  Harper  R  7 

Trout-Eddy  Justiss  Memorial- 

Eden-Urania . ( J.  T.  Cupples  LP)  1 

Winnfield-Couley . Grayson  B.  Watson  5 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Kirby  A.  Vining  4 

Amite-Independence . Darrell  E.  Mount  2 

Baker . John  Howard  Sewell  7 

Baker,  Associate . John  H.  Sewell  R  7 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  3 

Broadmoor,  Associate . ( Marshall  C.  Paine  LP)  5 

Francis  Asbury . John  L.  Vining  1 

Hughes  Memorial . William  J.  Miller  12 

Ingleside . Fred  0.  Shirley  2 

Jefferson . Angus  L.  Carruth  6 

Jordan-LeJeune . Freddie  C.  Henderson  3 

North  Baton  Rouge . Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr.  2 

St.  John’s . Thomas  A.  Dunbar  4 

St.  Luke’s-Istrouma . Timothy  E.  Lawson  1 

St.  Paul’s-Deerford . Lynn  W.  Merrill  4 

Winbourne . Carey  A.  Martin  2 

New  Church-SE  Baton  Rouge . Fred  B.  Wideman  1 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia- 

Andrews  Chapel . ( Edward  Lewis  Berry  R )  1 

Bethel-Magnolia . Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.  2 

Blackwater . J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  2 

Blackwater,  Associate . Mark  R.  Martin  2 

Carpenter’s  Chapel . (Roger  Mosher  SLP)  3 

Clinton : 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . ( W.  R.  Lafayette)  3 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel- 

Jackson  Chapel . (Adam  Franklin )  12 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek . John  H.  Casey  7 

Concord-New  Hope . (Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr.  HL)  10 

Days-Center-Darlington  ....  (Paul  Singletary,  Sr.,  PTLP)  1 

Denham  Springs.  First . George  A.  Duerson  6 

Roberts-St.  Luke . Clarence  L.  Hillard  10 

Faithful-New  River . (Jay  V.  Daigle  LP)  6 

Friendship-Corbin . Glendon  R.  Messer  1 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . Gilbert  Wade  2 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel . Howard  B.  Childs  2 

Hammond,  First-Tickfaw . George  W.  Harkins  6 

Jackson-Ethel . James  E.  Constable  4 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . J.  Pennington  Morgan  1 

Live  Oak . Larry  R.  Stafford  4 

Livingston-James  Chapel- 

Mangum  Chapel . James  R.  Woodward  1 

Loranger-Coopers  Chapel . (Robert  A.  Townsend  LP)  2 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier . ( Charles  E.  Scott  HL )  2 

Norwood,  Asbury-Mt. 

Carmel-Wesley . (James  A.  Smith  R)  23 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . ( Harold  Babin-PTLP )  10 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . ( Ronnie  Sexton-OD )  3 

Tangipahoa -Pine  Ridge .  ( Boyd  Hood-LP )  3 

Walker .  (JoeL.  Rountree )  2 

Zachary . Calvin  O.  Lapuyade  3 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr. 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . Mark  Meier  2 

Baton  Rouge : 

Camphor  Memorial . G.  W.  C.  Calvin  13 

First . J  Woodrow  Hearn  8 

First,  Associate . Albert  J.  Trickett  3 

First,  Associate . Donald  C.  Cottrill  3 

First,  Minister  of  Youth . Willis  W.  Dear  4 

Neely-Hartzell . Donald  R.  Avery  10 

St.  Mark . Kenneth  M.  Fisher  2 

Wesley . Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  22 

William  B.  Reily 

Memorial  University . J.  P.  Woodland,  Jr.  2 

William  B.  Reily 

Memorial  University.  Associate  Kenneth  M.  Carroll  4 
William  B.  Reily 
Memorial  University, 

Associate .  Lorris  M.  Wimberly,  Jr.  2 

Franklin : 

Asbury -Trinity-Godman . J.  W.  Wilson  R  1 

First-McGowan . Ira  M.  Robinson  2 

Grand  River-Donaldsonville,  First . (John  R.  Oldham )  16 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . Kibbie  A.  Behling  1 

St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion . (Marshall  Wesley)  3 

St.  Peter-Crowley,  Trinity . ( Eddie  Francis  PTLP )  4 

Lafayette : 

Asbury . L.  Ray  Branton  3 

Asbury,  Associate . Weldon  Bares  2 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia . Allen  Wayne  Evans  3 

First . W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  8 

Church  of  the  Covenant . J .  Roddy  Taylor  2 

MaUalieu-St.  James . Edgar  E.  Smith  9 

Lottie- Rosedale-Krotz  Spring  —  Claude  Edward  Henkel  4 

Melville-Palmetto . ( Kenneth  Chapman  OD )  9 

New  Iberia,  First-St.  Martinville .  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  3 

New  Roads . ( Margaret  E .  Lilly  PTLP )  3 

St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel . ( Curtis  Johnson  PTLP )  1 

Opelousas : 

Louisiana  Memorial-Port  Barre . AlanD.Einsel  6 

St.  Mark-Washington . Henry  Gage  5 

Plaquemine,  First . George  B.  Cunningham  4 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke _ ( Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Sr.  PTLP)  7 

St.  Martinville,  Mallalieu- 

Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . (Walter  Barabin  R)  2 

St.  Paul-St.  James . (Robert  M.  Harris  R)  2 

St.  Peter -Green-Wiley . (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP)  2 


St.  Peter-St.  James . ( Robert  L.  Norwood  LP)  1 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh . W.  C.  August  13 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Jack  Cooke  3 

Cameron-Grand  Chenier . (Robert  W.  Peterson)  2 

Church  Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte  . . .  ( Nathan  T.  Avant  LP )  4 

Crowley,  First . Larry  D.  Robertson  1 

DeQuincy . John  E.  Scarf  2 

DeRidder : 

First . Jack  S.  Winegeart  2 

Wesley -Merry  ville . Arthur  M.  Baker  5 

Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove . ( Glen  Foreman  LP )  1 

Eunice-Iota . (George  A.  McVay)  4 

Fairview-Sweetlake . ( Finas  P .  Corie )  4 

Gueydan . Joe  A.  Hoover  3 

Iowa-Hayes . William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  4 

Jennings: 

First .  . Jimmie  D.  Pyles  7 

Trinity . (Thomas  A.  Wilson)  4 

Kinder-Oberlin-Basile . Gary  L.  Van  Horn  2 

Lake  Arthur . A.  Swendell  Hodges,  Jr.  1 

Lake  Charles: 

First . Benedict  A.  Galloway  3 

First,  Associate . Donald  R.  Morgan  1 

First,  Minister  ot  Visitation . Carl  F.  Lueg  ( R)  3 

Oak  Park . Steven  W .  Caraway  1 

St.  Luke . Charles  B.  Simmons  2 

Simpson . Ned  L.  Stout  2 

University . Woodrow  W.  Smith  1 

University,  Associate . M.  Jack  O’Dell  1 

Warren . Richard  H.  Harry  5 

Leesville : 

First-Holly  Grove . Roy  L.  Garrett  3 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . (Dan  C.  Simon  PTLP)  2 

Maplewood . Robert  E.  Carter  2 

Moss  Bluff . Claude  E.  Barron  3 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . W.  Spiller  Milton  2 

Prospect -Hornbeck . T.B.S. 

Raymond-Elton . James  Thomas  Logan  2 

Rayne-Branch-Ebenezer . Mickey  D.  Stringfield  2 

Roanoke-Wesley,  Crowley .  (Homer  V.  Bailes)  11 

Squyres . Donald  M.  Risinger  ( R)  4 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . Conrad  P.  Edwards  1 

Wesley -Hackberry . Richard  C.  Hebert  3 

Vinton . Raymond  M.  Crofoot  2 

Welsh: 

First . Michael  D.  McLaurin  2 

Jones-Mallalieu . (Wesley  Thomas  SLP )  2 

Westlake . TheoS.  Standley  2 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Douglas  McGuire  3 

Baskin-Union . ( Stowe  Harbin  PTLP )  3 

Bastrop : 

First-Collinston . William  D.  Peeples  2 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.  2 

Beekman . ( Howard  L.  Hudson,  HL )  3 

Columbia-Hebert . ( Eugene  E .  Kimble  LP )  5 

Delhi . James  W.  Jones  5 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . Sherman  L.  Beird  4 

Ferriday-Clayton . Terry  C.  Willis  3 

Grayson-Kelly .  (Raymon  B.  Warren  OD)  l 

Kilboume-Locust  Grove . ( Joe  D.  Solomon  LP )  8 

Lake  Providence,  First . Brady  B.  Forman  2 

Mangum-Crowville .  W.  W.  Bevill  10 

Monroe: 

First . W.  Odell  Simmons  5 

First,  Associate . James  F.  Comer  1 

First,  Associate . Lee  McKinzie  2 

Memorial . Paul  C.  Carroll  4 

Reveille-Crew  Lake . ( Richard  Poss )  1 

St.  James-Mount  Olive . (John  D.  Sadler  LP)  2 

St.  Mark’s-Little  Creek . Robert  L.  Burgess  5 

St.  Paul . Robert  S.  Murray  R  4 

St.  Paul’s . Donald  J.  Hall  3 

Southside . Lea  Joyner  30 

Oak  Grove-Forest . George  H.  Sherman,  Jr.  2 

Oak  Ridge . James  E.  Wilson  6 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge . Kenneth  G.  Rorie  3 

St.  Andrew ’s-Bartholomew . Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  10 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley . Charles  Floyd,  Jr.  3 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . I.  Elmer  Malone  1 

Tallulah . Rupert  D.  Coles  2 

Vidalia . M.  C.  Cady  1 

Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai-Mt.  Nebo- 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel . (Joe  Brown  LP)  13 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury . Larry  D.  O’Dell  4 

Claibome-Wilhite . W.  Ed  Parks  4 

First . DeWitt  M.  Ginn  3 

McGuire . L.  Deen  Thompson  7 

Woodlawn . (Pete  J .  Medak  PTLP )  7 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . William  M.  McCutcheon  6 

Wisner-6oeuf  Prairie . Oakley  E.  Edwards  8 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . William  C.  Blakely  2 

Berwick . E.J.  Martin  4 

Buras,  Trinity . Lillard  R.  Bevill  1 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle . Douglas  T.  Williams,  Sr.  3 

Houma : 

First . John  Winn  and  Carole  Cotton-Winn  4 

Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel . Stephen  P.  Carter  2 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . (Henry  J.  Rhyan  R)  4 

Luling-St.  John . Larry  Maddin  5 

Mathews-Lagrange  2 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel . J.  Vernon  Fairley  1 

Walmsley-Mason . Roger  J .  Transpers  1 

Napoleonville,  Wesley -Woodlawn . . . .  ( Albert  Holland  LP )  3 

New  Orleans : 

Algiers,  First . Richard  R.  Meek  2 

St.  Matthew .  (Bernard  Smith)  4 

Asbury . Edward  Kennedy,  Jr.  7 

Aurora . H.  Warren  Blakeman  4 

Aurora,  Associate . David  G.  Trickett  1 

Belle  Chasse-Hope  Chapel . Douglas  Davis  2 

Boynton . 0.  W.  Christopher  R  4 

Carrollton . D.  Dwight  Ramsey  6 

First  Street . Abraham  E .  Da  vis  8 

Gretna . George  W.  Harbuck  11 

Haven . Russell  L.  Jones  4 

Jefferson . Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.  6 

Kenner,  First . Eddie  E.  Morgan  2 

Ross-Thomas . ( Donald  Barrie  LP )  5 

Mount  Zion . Alfred  L.  Norris  2 

Mount  Zion,  Pastor  Emeritus . W.  T.  Handy,  Sr.  2 

Napoleon  Avenue . T.  Wayne  Perrott  2 

Parker  Memorial-Felicity . Millicent  C.  Feske  1 

Peck . Nathaniel  P.  Williams  9 

Peoples . William  R.  London,  Jr.  10 

Philips  Memorial-Shaw  Temple . Alfred  Pollar  2 

Rayne  Memorial . Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  3 

Rayne  Memorial,  Associate . Stephen  C.  Fleming  1 

St.  James . Paul  Wesley  4 

St.  Matthew’s .  Bob  Lawton  7 

St.  Paul . Paul  W.  Carter  2 

Trinity-Wesley . ( Percell  Church  LP )  3 

Williams . (Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr.  PTLP)  2 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista . ( Gary  Cook  LP )  1 

Thibodaux: 

First-Vacherie-Gibson . Lewis  L.  Olmsted  2 

Calvary-Magnolia . Louis  L.  Streams  1 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . W  D .  Boddie  5 

Bogalusa : 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . Lonnie  M.  Sibley  2 


Thirkfield . Major  M.  Goldman  5 

Covington,  First . Edwin  J  .  Barksdale  6 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim . Steven  M.  Spurlock  2 

Franklinton,  Centenary-Fisher . Lael  S.  Jones  6 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel . Terrence  August  2 

LaCombe-St.  Tammany . ( Percy  Mac  Frazier  LP )  2 

LaPlace,  Lasseigne-Lutcher . Robert  W.  Bengtson  4 

Ninde  Chapel-St.  James . (Dan  Washington  PTLP )  12 

Lutcher  Chapel-St.  James  Whitehall . Robert  Williams  2 

New  Orleans : 

Bethany . Roger  D.  Lathan  2 

Brooks . (George M.  Alfred)  2 

Elysian  Fields- John  Wesley . Robert  R.  Miller  2 

First . Harry  A.  Harrington  2 

Gentilly-Second . Jerry  M.  James  1 

Grace . Robert  F.  Harrington  5 

Hartzell . (James  S.  Davidson)  6 

LaHarpe-Thompson , . Andrew  J .  Douglas  14 

Lake  Vista  . . . Donice  W.  Alverson  10 

Metairie . Kathy  Henderson  2 

Munholland . Joe  W.  McClain  2 

Munholland,  Associate . J.  R.  Scott-Welch  2 

Munholland,  Associate . John  M.  Downs  2 

Ray  Avenue . (Percell  Church,  Sr.  LP)  2 

St.  Andrew . William  I.  Eubanks  5 

St.  Bernard-Arabi . Luther  W.  Taylor  6 

St.  Luke’s . James  0.  Evans  1 

St.  Mark’s . David  Billings  4 

St.  Philip . (Burnell  Bell  LP)  10 

Spanish  Speaking  Ministry . ( Juan  Sanfiel  LP )  2 

Pearl  River-Talisheek . Wayne  Flowers  1 

Ponchatoula,  First-Lee’s  Landing . Robert  L.  Potter  3 

Wesley  Chapel . William  M.  Jacocks  8 

St .  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore . M .  Eugene  Finnell  2 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . Christopher  H.  Andrews  6 

First . Sale  T.  Lilly  1 

First,  Associate . Helen  Ploegsma  1 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell . J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  3 

Springfield: 

First-Huff’s  Chapel-Maurepas . Alvin  S.  Mayo  1 

St.  James-St.  Landry . (James  C.  Miles  PTLP)  18 

Varnado-Sun-Bush . (Karl  D.  Wood  HL)  11 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel- 

Harry 's  Chapel . ( Robert  Nelson  Brown  LP )  2 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Robert  L.  Peyton  5 

Ansley . William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  22 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah . Thomas  0.  Crosby,  Jr.  1 

Athens-Cross  Roads . (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP)  4 

Bemice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield . ( Cecil  C.  Mims )  3 

Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange . (Jack  Maxey  PTLP)  5 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village . Dorothy  McGowen  1 

Chatham-Eros . John  C.  Coker  1 

Choudrant-Douglas . Brenda  Layman  1 

Clay . (Joe  E.  Hunter  PTLP)  3 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley . Steven  D.  Bearden  3 

Downs ville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo . James  R.  McLelland  5 

Doyline-Sibley . (Austin  H.  Smith)  7 

Dubach-Hilly . Bruce  Laymail  1 

Farmerville .  Lester  N.  Nance  1 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove . John  Ed  Dilworth  4 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona  . . .  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  R  3 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . Louis  M.  Coppage  1 

Heflin-Brushwood . ( M .  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. )  2 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . Douglas  R.  Foreman  4 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel . Terral  T.  Lowe  3 

Jonesboro . Clyde  W.  Averett  1 

Marion-Bird’s  Chapel . Arby  W.  Coody  R  2 

Minden,  First . James  M.  Poole  2 

First,  Associate . B.  Paul  Durbin  R  12 

First,  Associate . Kent  A.  Kilbourne  4 

Lakeview-Mclntyre . August  E.  Aamodt  1 

Pilgrim’s  Rest . ( W.  C.  Moore  PTLP)  9 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . D.  Dale  Lyons  1 

Quitman-Faith . T.B.S.  1 

Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou . M.  Ray  Holt  7 

Ruston,  Trinity . Merlin  W.  Merrill  11 

Trinity,  Associate . M.  Roily  Walker  3 

Grace-Wesley  Chapel . James  H.  Humphreys  2 

Simsboro-Salem-Antioch . Charles  R.  Langford  4 

Springhill-Sarepta . Beverly  E.  Bond  1 

Ruston  Greater  Circuit-Centerpoint  . . .  William  B.  Shaw  R  2 
Concord-Frantom  Chapel- 

Antioch .  (Donn  M.  Kurtz  PTLP)  7 

Sanders  Chapel . T.B.S. 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen . (W.  Paul  Cassels  R)  6 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Harvey  G.  Williamson  5 

Benton . Linn  Richardson  1 

Blanchard-Belcher . John  R.  Johns  1 

Bossier  City: 

Barksdale . Minns  S.  Robertson  2 

First . George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  7 

St.  Stephen ’s . Roy  E .  Mouser  1 

Bradford-New  Light . (W.  C.  Moore  PTLP)  8 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel . John  David  Corley  6 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit . (David  Milem  SLP)  2 

Fairview-McDonald-Providence .  ( Oscar  E .  Player  PTLP )  4 

Greenwood-Bethany . George  Martin  1 

Hosston-Gilliam-Ida . . John  H.  Giles  2 

Keatchie-Shiloh . T.B.S. 

Logansport-Bethel . John  N.  Williams  4 

Longstreet-Stonewall . Robert  E.  Taylor  9 

Love  Chapel-Haughton . Douglas  L.  Cain  3 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane . Charles  B.  Humphreys  4 

Many-Bayou  Scie . Ray  Rolon  Spiller  6 

Mooringsport-Oil  City .  Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.  8 

Plain  Dealing- Walker’s  Chapel . ( J.  David  Strozier)  3 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican . T.B.S. 

Rosa-Taylor’s  Chapel-James  Chapel- 

Haskin’s  Chapel .  ( Levi  Moore  PTLP )  1 

St.  Matthew-Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion- 

Bonchest . (Willie  Jackson  SLP)  1 

Vivian-Rodessa . Byrd  L.  Terry  4 

Shreveport : 

Broadmoor . Edward  R.  Thomas  5 

Broadmoor,  Associate . James  A.  Richardson  1 

Broadmoor,  Associate . James  W.  Matthews  R  4 

Caddo  Heights-Keithville . C.  Gerald  Richardson  1 

Cedar  Grove-Ellerbe  Road . Edwin  H.  House,  Jr.  3 

Christ . Kenneth  R.  Reed  4 

Christ,  Associate . (JohnLavoLP)  4 

Fairfield-Jewella . Howard  L.  Milo  8 

First . D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  28  \ 

First,  Associate . James  W.  Moore  10 

First,  Associate . Carl  E.  Rhoads, JII  7 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion . ( Lee  C.  Jennings  R)  6 

Lakeview . Leland  D.  Wade  5 

Mangum . Daniel  W.  Tohline  5 

Morningside . Burton  F .  Blair  3 

Noel . Stone  W.  Caraway  3 

Noel,  Associate . Fred  R.  Schwendimann  R  2 

Noel,  Associate . . . Kathy  Clark  1 

North  Highlands . . . . .  Robert  I.  Galatas  5 

St.  James-Round  Grove . James  A.  Graham  3 

St.  Luke’s . William  E.  Nolan  3 

St.  Paul . Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  5 

Summer  Grove . John  M.  Braden  2 

Trinity . ( Leo  L .  Beck )  4 

Wynn . (Harold  W.  Longfellow)  11 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . George  L.  Thomas  11 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . Raymond  DeLaughter  3 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 
Director  of  Financial  Affairs, 


BRH . James  J.  Caraway  3  WF) 

Director  of  Special  Ministries, 

BRL . Samuel  W.  Walker  2  (WF) 

Director  of  Program,  BRL . Byrl  J.  Moreland  3  (WF) 

Assoc.  Prof,  of  Phil.  &  Religious 

Studies,  SMU,  NOH . Benjamin  A.  Petty  29  (WO) 

Prof,  of  Teaching  Min.,  Iliff  School 

ofTheol.,  NOH . Clarence  H.  Snelling,  Jr.  18  (WO) 

Director  of  Church  Rel.,  Centenary 

College,  S . Donald  K.  McDowell  2  (WO) 

Prof,  of  Social  Ethics,  Candler  School 

ofTheol.,  NOH . Theodore  R.  Weber  24  (WO) 

Off.  of  Fid.  Serv:,  BGM  National 

Division,  R . James  E.  Christie  3  (WO) 

President,  Centenary  College, 

Shreveport,  S . Donald  A.  Webb  5  (WO) 

T.  L.  James  Prof,  of  Rel.  Centenarv 

College,  S . Webb  D.  Pomeroy  29  (WO) 

Chap.  &  Chm.  of  Dept,  of  Rel.  Assoc.  Prof. 

of  Rel.,  Centenary  College,  S  . . .  Robert  Ed  Taylor  21  (WO) 
Assoc.  Prof,  of  Christ.  Ed., 

Centenary  College,  S. . Donald  G.  Emler  5  (WO) 

Director  CSC  Program,  Centenary 

College, S . HebertM.  Scott  4  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Dillard  Univ.,  NOS . Leslie  P.  Norris  7  (WO) 

Execut.  Dir.  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conf., 

BRH . James  L.  Stovall  6  (WF) 

Admissions  Counsellor  and  Student  Recruiter, 

Dillard,  NOS . William  L.  Jones  2  (WO) 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO 
EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 
Supt.  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 

NOH . William  P.  Fraser  2  (WF) 

Supt.  People’s  Comm.  CTR/Dir.  N.  0. 

Metro  Min.,  NOH . William  R.  London,  Jr.  10  (WF) 

Chaplain  &  Pro  Director  Pendleton  Mem. 

Meth.  Hosp.,  NOS . John  B.  Koelemay  18  (WF) 

Director,  Hughes  Mem.  Center, 

BRH . William  J.  Miller  12  (WF) 

Assoc.  Chap.  Pendleton  Memorial 

Hosp.,  NOS . Paul  G.  Durbin  6  ( WF) 

Chap.,  Meth.  Children’s  Home,  & 

Dir.  Pub.  Rel.,  R . Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr.  8  ( WF) 

Supt.,  Camp  Istrouma,  BRH _ (J.  Monroe  Wilkes)  17  (WO) 

Chaplain,  East  Louisiana  State  Hosp. 

Jackson,  BRH . Walter  C.  Worthy  11  (WO) 

Louisiana  Tech  Univ.  Campus 

Min.,  R . William  M.  Stokes  25  (WF) 

Northeast  LA.  University  Campus 

Minister,  M . James  E.  Wilson  13  ( WF) 

Northwestern  LA  University  Campus 

Minister,  Natch.,  A . Robert  E.  Townsend  5  ( WF) 

Southeastern  LA  Univ.  Campus  Minister, 

Hammond,  BRH . William  M.  Jacocks  8  ( WF ) 

Southern  University  Campus 

Minister,  BRL . Charles  L.  Daniels  2  ( WF) 

Tulane  University  Campus  Minister, 

N.  O..NOH . Robert  Wagener  4(WF) 

Univ.  of  Southwestern  LA  Campus  Min., 

Lafayette  BRL . Don  R.  Ross  4  ( WF) 

UNO,  SUNO,  Delgado  Campus  Minister, 

N.O..NOS . Carol  Susan  Winn  1(WF) 

Military  Chaplain,  US 

Air  Force.  M . Lucien  E.  Larche  26  (WO) 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Army, 

M . Forest  N.  Blount  20  (WO) 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Army, 

NOS . Willie  Lee  Henry  7  (WO) 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Navy, 

LC . Robert  G.  Rowland  24  ( WO) 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Navy, 

LC . William  G.  Wilson  15  (WO) 

Military  Chaplain,  Vet.  Admin., 

BRL . Thomas  M.  Babington,  III  15  (WO) 

Military  Chaplain,  Vet. 

Admin.,  S . Floyd  M.  Durham  ll  (WO) 

Military  Chaplain,  Vet.  Admin., 

N.  M.,  NOS . J.  W.  Williams  2  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Psychiatric  Hosp., 

Lafayette,  BRL . Pearl  W.  Evans  2  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correct  Institute, 

BRL . Bertrand  Griffin  5  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Cent.  LA  State  Hospital, 

Pineville,  A . Roland  K.  Friedrich  18  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Lafayette  General  Hospital, 

BRL . Richard  Behling  2  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General 

Hospital,  BRH . Henry  Pickett  6  ( WO ) 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND 
CHURCH  STRUCTURES  7 
Clinical  Chapl,  Birchwood  Campus, 

South  Carolina,  BRL . Howard  D.  Ellzey  9  ( WO) 

Chap.  &  Assoc.  Prof,  of  Rel. 

Curry  College,  BRH . W.  Russell  Pregeant  10  (WO) 

Dir.  of  Child  Care  Services  Juliette  Fowler 

Homes,  NOS . Joe  E.  Fogle  4  (WO) 

Exec.  Dir.  of  Creative  Min.  Assocs., 

Durham,  N.  C.,  M . Cathy  Carlson  6  (WO) 

Chaplain  &  Dir.  of  Dept,  of  Pastoral  Care, 

Mem.  CTR.,  NOH . Roy  B.  Nash  4  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Huntsville  Texas  State 

Prison,  NOS . William  R.  Pittman  2  (WO) 

Medical  Tech  &  Chap.,  Alco.  Rehab  Center, 

Cet  Mem  CTR,  NOS . Gerald  Fuller  2  (WO) 

Chaplain,  Desert  Samaritan  Hospital, 

Mesa,Ariz.,M . Dan  R.  Allen  2  (WO) 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 

Asbury  Theol.  Seminary,  Alexandria . Mark  Benge 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  Baton 

Rouge-Hammond . Leon  Boggs 

Perkins  School  ofTheol.,  Lake  Charles  . . .  Carolyn  P.  Brannen 
Gammon  School  of  Theol., 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette . Frieda  Brown 

Candler  School  of  Theol.,  Monroe . Paul  C.  Carroll,  Jr. 

Iliff  School  of  Theol.,  Monroe . Leland  Patterson  Culligan 

Candler  School  of  Theol., 

New  Orleans-Slidell . Ronald  Dauphin 

Perkins  School  of  Theol . , 

Shreveport . John  Van  Dickens 

Candler  School  of  Theol., 

New  Orleans-Slidell . Melisa  Draper 

Iliff  School  of  Theol., 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette . Calvin  J.  Duke 

Boston  School  of  Theol.,  Monroe . Jon  0.  Hattaway 

Candler  School  of  Theol., 

New  Orleans-Slidell . Julius  Jefferson 

St.  Paul  School  ofTheol.,  Shreveport . Lee  Kneipp 

Perkins  School  of  Theol., 

New  Orleans-Slidell . Mary  Sloan 

Chandler  School  of  Theol., 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond . Craig  Taylor 

Iliff  School  of  Theol., 

New  Orleans-Slidell . Jerry  Van  Hoosen 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theol.,  Shreveport . John  G.  Whitley 

Perkins  School  ofTheol.,  Shreveport . William  M.  Willis 

DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

Director  of  Christian  Ed,  Opelousas . Barbara  C.  Einsel 

Director  of  Conf.  Rel,  Div.  of  Diac.  Min., 

Nashville .  Joaquin  Garcia 

Guidance  Counsellor  Merryville  H.  S. . .  Norma  K.  Garlington 
Dir.  of  Christian  Ed,  Horseshoe  UMC, 

Alex . Patricia  Haulk  Hogan 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed,  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 

Monroe .  Doris  Pennington 

Director  of  Music,  Zachary  UMC . Sidney  Montegudo 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed,  University  UMC, 

Lake  Charles . Mrs.  Lura  Hunter 
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United  Methodist  camping 
on  the  yearly  increase 


NASHVILLE,  TENN.  (UMNS)  -  More 
than  461,000  individuals  participated  in 
United  Methodist  camping  programs  at  the 
local,  district  and  annual  conference 
levels  during  1980,  an  increase  of  almost 
10  percent  over  the  previous  year. 

According  to  a  Board  of  Discipleship 
statistical  report,  the  largest  overall 
increase  was  in  the  elementary  age 
category  which  showed  44  percent  gain. 

Senior  highs  showed  a  very  slight  over¬ 
all  loss.  While  they  gained  nine  percent 
in  the  conference  and  district  camps 
category,  they  dropped  almost  17  percent 
in  the  local  church  category. 

Junior  high  youth  recorded  an  eight 
percent  gain  and  adults  showed  a  seven 
percent  gain. 

Annual  conference  family  camp 
participation  increased  only  slightly  but 
participation  in  local  church  sponsored 
family  camps  increased  by  17  percent. 

Board  of  Discipleship  camping  staff 
member  Robert  Cagle,  formerly  director 
of  Suttle  Lake  United  Methodist  Camp  in 
Oregon,  said  numbers  of  events  and 
participants  have  increased  as  well  as 
the  variety  of  camps  offered. 

The  report  number  of  “special  needs” 
camps  sponsored  by  annual  conferences 
and  districts  increased  while 
participation  declined  slightly.  There 
were  71  camps  for  retarded  persons,  28 
for  persons  with  handicapped  conditions, 
and  seven  for  deaf  persons. 

Camping  has  become  a  year-around 
activity  with  all  conferences  having  at 
least  one  winterized  camping  facility  and 
many  having  several.  There  are  about 
300  United  Methodist  campsites  across  the 
nation. 

Cagle  said  the  number  of  United 
Methodist  participation  in  camping 
programs  would  be  even  more 
impressive  if  reports  were  available 
from  local  church  camps  held  at  non- 
United  Methodist  campsites. 

Although  no  records  on  ethnic  minority 
involvement  were  kept  for  1980,  Cagle 
said  he  is  certain  that  the  number  of  such 


Wesley  raises 
$31  76forLafon 


The  Celebration  Singers 


participants  increased  as  well  as  the 
number  of  special  camping  events  held 
specifically  for  persons  of  a  particular 
ethnic  group.  The  1981  report  forms  will 
ask  for  that  information. 

A  national  conference  for  United 
Methodist  camping  leaders  is  held  every 
other  year  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship.  The  1980  event 
held  at  Glen  Rose  Camp  in  Texas  had  23 
ethnic  minority  persons  present  thanks 
to  grants  from  the  denomination’s 
missional  priority  fund  on  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church. 

“The  only  way  to  plan  camping 
programs  which  are  meaningful  for 
ethnic  minority  persons  is  to  have  them 
in  on  the  planning,”  Cagle  observed.  “At 
Glen  Rose,  we  were  able  to  identify 
outstanding  ethnic  minority  leadership 
and  persons  with  camping  experience. 
Since  then  some  of  them  have  led 
national  and  jurisdictional  workshops.” 

The  value  of  camping  is  being 
rediscovered,  according  to  Cagle. 
“Camping  in  one  cumulative  experience 
will  give  a  person  the  equivalent  of  a 
year  in  one-hour  weekly  sessions,”  he 
said. 


“At  camp,  persons  build  on  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  living  together  day  after  day. 
More  and  more  local  churches  are  seek¬ 
ing  camping  as  a  way  to  build  community 
in  classes  and  groups  which  meet  no  more 
often  than  weekly,”  said  Cagle. 

To  bolster  his  case  for  camping,  he  also 
points  to  the  large  number  of  minister  and 
full-time  church  workers  who  can  date 
their  decision  or  ministry  to  a  particular 
camping  experience. 

Some  annual  conferences  got  the  jump 
on  the  1981  International  Year  of  Dis¬ 
abled  Persons  by  having  camps  for  such 
persons.  The  Board  of  Discipleship  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  camping  resource  for  persons 
with  handicapped  conditions  which  will 
be  written  by  campers,  directors  or  staff 
who  have  handicapped  conditions.  It  will 
be  released  early  in  1982. 

Along  with  statistics,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  reported  a  wide  array  of  camps  in¬ 
cluding  Korean  family  camp,  camps  for 
singles,  music  camps  and  many  others. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  1981 
Summer  Camping  Program  is  scheduled 
and  information  can  be  obtained  from 
the  district  directors  of  camping  for  the 
camp  director. 


On  hand  for  the  special  gift  to  the  Lafon  Home  were  Joni  Koonce,  Missions 
chairman;  the  Rev.  Rick  Hebert,  pastor;  Mrs.  Samuel  Walker;  Dr.  Walker;  and 
Barbara  Arceneaux,  Carnival  Coordinator. 


Director  of  Special  Ministries  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Samuel  Walker  was  on  hand  at  the 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sulphur  to  receive  a  check  for  the  Lafon 
Protestant  Home,  in  the  amount  of  $3176. 

The  amount  represents  just  a  portion 
of  the  approximately  $10,000  that  has 
been  raised  by  the  congregation  over  the 
past  two  years  through  their  Missions 
Carnival. 

Other  money  has  gone  to  emergency 
relief  for  local  people,  and  for  the 
building  of  a  small  church  in  a  rural, 
impoverished  community  in  Mexico,  and 
for  the  relocation  of  an  old  sanctuary  in 
an  urban  center  of  Mexico. 

Presenting  the  special  gift  to  Dr. 
Walker  were  Barbara  Arceneaux, 
coordinator  for  the  Missions  Carnivals 
and  Joni  Koonce,  chairperson  on 
Missions  at  Wesley. 


The  participants  in  “The  Living  Last  Supper”  were,  from  left,  Earl  Johnson  (Nathaniel).  James  Wilkinson  (James  the 
Lesser)  George  LeRay  (Andrew),  Richard  Terry  (Judas),  Jim  Mann  (Peter),  Sam  Jones  (John  the  Beloved),  Jim  Nelson 
(Jesus),  Tom  Whitesell  (Thomas),  Claude  Bloom  (James).  Wayne  Jones  (Philip).  Pat  Bagley  (Matthew),  Horace  Curtis 
(Thaddaeus),  and  Ted  Milner  (Simon  the  Zealot). 


DeRidder  church  presents 
‘Living  Last  Supper’ 


directed  by  Reid  Reininger  and 
assisted  by  Gary  Keller. 

The  presentation  brings  people  from 
the  whole  community  as  they  worship 
together.  The  picture-like  pose  is 
broken  only  by  one  disciple  at  the  time 
as  he  ponders  the  question  “Is  it  I?” 
which  he  asks  following  the  scripture 
reading  where  Jesus  says  “and  one  of 


The  second  annual  presentation  of 
“The  Living  Last  Supper”  was  present¬ 
ed  by  the  people  of  DeRidder  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Maundy 
Thursday,  April  16  before  a  capacity 
group. 

The  presentation  is  a  worship 
experience  based  on  a  script  first 
presented  at  the  Cherrydale  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Arlington, 

Virginia,  and  was  written  by  the^Rev.  you  will  betray  me.  Appropriate 
Ernest  K.  Emunan. '  '  hymns  are  sung  behind- the  backdrop 

The  presentation  in  DeRidder  was  after  each  monologue.  At  the  close  of 
done  by  the  United  Methodist  Men  and  the  monologues,  the  minister  invites  all 


to  partake  in  Holy  Communion  as  the 
disciples  serve  them  from  “The  Lord’s 
Table.”  The  service  ends  with  picture 
stance  resumed  and  a  soloist  singing 
“The  Lord’s  Prayer”  by  Mallotte. 

Choir  for  the  performance  was  the 
Chancel  Choir  of  the  church  with 
costume,  make-up  and  wigs  done  by  the 
ladies  of  the  church.  Richard  Anderson 
and  J.  O.  Bums  constructed  the  mobile 
stage  that  sits  above  the  altar  rail,  with 
the  United  Methodist  Men  helping  with 
the  backdrop. 


Florida  choir 


to  perform  here 

The  Celebration  Singers,  a  youth  choir 
from  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Kissimmee,  Fla.,  will  be  presenting 
concerts  in  four  Louisiana  churches  as 
part  of  their  third  annual  choir  tour. 

The  choir  will  be  at  Blackwater  United 
Methodist  Church  on  June  15,  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Pollock  on  June  19, 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sunday  morning  June  21,  and 
Munholland  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie  on  the  evening  of  June  21 
Each  concert  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 
with  the  exception  of  the  concert  to  be 
given  at  the  Aurora  church. 

The  choir  will  also  be  presenting 
concerts  at  churches  in  Tallahassee, 
Houston  and  Dallas  on  the  ten  day  tour. 

Conducting  the  choir  will  be  James  A. 
Till,  who  is  Director  of  Music  and 
Diaconal  Minister  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Kissimmee.  Till  is  a 
native  of  Pollock,  La.,  and  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Till.  He  studied  at 
Louisiana  College  and  Southern 
Methodist  University.  He  was  formerly 
the  Director  of  music  at  Munholland 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  choir,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  active  youth  choirs  in  the 
Florida  Conference,  performs  a  wide 
variety  of  music. 


NASHVILLE,  TENN.  -  Lylln  Sue 
Guth  of  Lake  Charles,  La.,  and  Deborah 
Kaye  Vamado  of  Ferriday,  La.,  have 
received  the  master  of  arts  degree  in 
Christian  education  from  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville. 

Guth,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lyle  W.  Guth  of  Lake  Charles,  is  a 
graduate  of  Lake  Charles  High  School 
and  received  the  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
with  honors  from  McNeese  State 
University  in  Lake  Charles.  Her  home 


church  is  the  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Vamado,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Housley  Vamado  of  Ferriday,  is  a 
graduate  of  Huntington  High  School  in 
Ferriday  and  received  the  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  from  Louisiana  Tech 
University  in  Ruston.  Her  home  church 
is  the  Sevier  Memorial  United  Methodist. 

A  United  Methodist  institution,  Scarritt 
College  is  a  national  graduate  center  for 
Christian  education  and  church  music. 


The  Simmesport  United  Methodist  Church  on  the  Marksville  charge  honored 
Gladys  Bordelon  and  Earline  Roddy  recently  with  a  service  of  appreciation  for  their 
more  than  25  years  of  faithful  service  to  the  church.  Lay  Leader  David  Perkins 
presided. 


Morris  speaks  at  Louisiana 
Tech  Speaker’s  Series 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University  in  Ruston  held  its 
annual  Distinguished  Speakers  Series 
April  7,  8  and  9,  according  to  the  Rev. 

William  M.  Stokes,  campus  minister  at 
the  foundation. 

The  theme  for  the  series  was  “Basic 
Questions  of  Life,”  with  Dr.  George  E. 

Morris,  professor  of  Evangelism  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology  of  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  as  the  guest 
speaker. 

Morris,  a  former  member  of  the  Board 
of  Evangelism  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has 
also  worked  with  the  beach  ministry  in 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

The  series  has  become  somewhat  of  a 
revival  series  as  this  year  several 
students  professed  Christ  and  others  re- 
dedicated  their  lives. 

Co-chairman  for  the  special  program 
were  Tommy  Ulrich  and  Philip  Self. 

Dr.  George e.  Moms  Two  Louisiana  students  receive  MAs  at  Scarritt 
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Editorial 

U.S.  vote  on  infant  formula  code 


Here  I  Stand 

What  value  does  capital  punishment  have  ? 


intensifies  importance  of  UM  role 


The  United  States*  lone,  isolated  vote 
—  out  of  122  nations  —  not  to  support  an 
international  code  for  the  marketing  of 
infant  formula,  we  believe,  should  be 
cause  for  concern  about  how  our  nation’s 
priorities  will  be  perceived  by  other 
nations  —  especially  Third  World 
nations. 

The  explanation  for  our  government’s 
negative  vote  was  a  vague  rationale 
about  the  protection  of  free  enterprise. 
Three  of  the  world’s  four  largest 
manufacturers  and  distributors  of  infant 
formula  in  the  world  are  U.S.  firms  — 
Abbott  Laboratories,  Bristol-Myers 
Corporation  and  American  Home 
Products.  The  other  manufacturer/distri¬ 
butor  is  the  Swiss  based  Nestle’s  Com¬ 
pany. 

We  believe  the  code  approved  by  the 
World  Health  Assembly  (see  TM/UMR, 
May  29)  offers  little  —  if  any  —  threat  to 
free  enterprise.  The  code  is  voluntary 
and  is  intended  to  serve  as  only  a 
guideline  for  governments,  which  are 
urged  by  the  code  to  adopt  laws 
governing  marketing  practices  of  breast- 
milk  substitutes.  The  code  would  have 
governments  halt  or  severely  limit  such 
practices  as  mass  consumer  advertising 
of  formula,  and  the  distribution  of  free 
formula  samples  to  new  mothers  for 
their  babies.  The  code  also  suggests  the 
use  of  warning  labels  and  explicit 
directions  on  containers. 

The  international  concern  about  infant 
formula  stems  from  documented 
deceptive  marketing  practices  in 
developing  nations  which  are  alleged  to 
result  in  malnutrition  and  death  for 
many  infants.  In  1978  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  several  United 
Methodist  agencies  gathered 
documentation  that  corporations  were 
promoting  infant  formula  as  being 
preferable  to  breast-milk  in  nations 
where  mothers  are  not  prepared  to 
properly  use  the  substitute.  Babies  have 
died  when  illiterate  mothers  make  the 
powdered  formula  with  contaminated 
water,  or  watered-down  the  formula  for 
financial  reasons  to  a  point  where  infants 
literally  starved  to  death.  Cases  were 
found  of  sales  personnel  dressing  as 
nurses  and  promoting  the  substitutes. 

The  church,  through  negotiation  and 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


stockholder  action,  has  gained  some 
concessions  from  the  U.S. -based 
corporations.  The  main  target  in  recent 
months  for  improved  marketing 
practices  has  been  the  giant  Nestle’s 
Company,  which  controls  the  bulk  of  the 
international  formula  business  in  the 
Third  World.  The  1980  General 
Conference  of  the  UMC  authorized  a  task 
force  with  instructions  to  “establish 
constructive  dialogue”  with  the  infant 
formula  manufacturers  and  to 
recommend  to  the  UMC  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM)  further 
“appropriate  action  by  GCOM  and  other 
UM  agencies,"  including  (but  not  limited 
to)  “formal  participation  in  a  boycott.” 

Twenty-six  UM  annual  conferences, 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries-  and  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
already  are  supporting  a  boycott  of  all 
Nestle  products. 

Last  month  the  GCOM  executive 
committee  served  notice  that  unless 
Nestle  “supports  the  marketing  code” 
the  GCOM’s  fall  meeting  will  be  moved 
out  of  Nestle-owned  Stouffer’s  Dayton 
Plaza  Hotel.  The  GCOM  task  force  will 
meet  later  this  month  with 
representatives  of  the  big  four  infant 
formula  manufacturers  for  “dialogue.” 

We  believe  U.S.  church  efforts  to 
influence  the  large  corporations  have 
been  seriously  hurt  by  our  own 
government’s  failure  to  support  the 
minimum  standard  code  for  marketing 
practices.  Also,  since  our  own 
government  has  placed  “free 
enterprise”  ahead  of  the  health  of 
millions  of  Third  World  infants,  all  things 
American  will  tend  to  lack  credibility 
with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

We  believe  the  “no”  vote  by  the  U.S. 
government,  intensifies  the  need  for  U.S. 
churches,  and  the  UMC  task  force  in 
particular,  to  push  the  issue  of  corporate 
moral  responsibility  with  the 
manufacturers  of  infant  formula.  We 
urge  the  UMC  task  force  to  press  for 
compliance  with  the  new  marketing  code 
by  these  corporations  even  before 
provisions  of  the  code  become  laws  —  not 
because  it  would  be  helpful  to  "free 
enterprise”  or  lessen  the  threat  of 
financial  reprisal,  but  because  it  is 
proper  among  civilized  nations. 


By  MARK  S.  UMBREIT 
Earlier  this  year,  March  9,  the  state  of 
Indiana  exercised  its  ultimate  power  in 
electrocuting  Steven  Judy  at  the  Indiana 
State  Prison  in  Michigan  City.  He 
became  only  the  fourth  person  to  be 
executed  in  over  a  decade  nationwide, 
and  the  first  in  Indiana  since  1961. 

That  Steven  Judy  committed  a  heinous 
and  horrible  crime  in  the  murders  he 
committed  is  indisputable. 

That  some  of  the  public  at  large 
probably  felt  a  sense  of  relief,  a  sense  of 
cleansing,  a  sense  of  righteousness  in 
removing  such  evil  from  our  community 
is  indisputable. 

That  the  friends 
and  relatives  of  the 
victims  of  Steven 
Judy  will  live  with 
both  the  grief  and 
pain  of  this  terrible 
criminal  act  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives  is 
indisputable. 

That  anxieties  will  linger  on  for  many 
years  and  be  felt  deeply  by  the  Department 
of  Corrections  officials  who  implemented  this 
barbaric  ritual  and  personally  witnessed  the 
sizzling  of  Steven  Judy’s  body  is  probab¬ 
ly  also  indisputable  —  regardless  of  their 
feelings  about  capital  punishment. 

And  yet,  now  removed  by  some  time 
from  the  execution,  the  question  must 
once  again  be  raised,  of  what  value  does 
capital  punishment  have  to  our  society? 
Will  it  deter  other  murders?  Will  it  teach 
criminals  that  we’re  getting  tough  on 
crime?  Will  it  communicate  to  the 
citizens  of  Indiana  and  the  nation  that  we 


have  a  high  regard  for  the  sanctity  of 
human  life?  Will  it  communicate  values 
that  we  are  proud  to  teach  our  children? 

When  one  moves  beyond  the  open 
recognition  that  executions  provide  a 
certain  ritualistic  satisfaction  to  a 
portion  of  the  public  —  however 
unrelated  to  crime  prevention  —  the 
issue  of  capital  punishment  gets  much 
more  cloudy.  Over  five  decades  of 
research  on  this  issue  have  provided  no 
consistent  evidence  that  capital 
punishment  has  anything  to  do  with 
deterring  other  murders.  More  recent 
research  —  which  found  two  additional 
murders  occurring  in  the  months 
following  an  execution  —  indicated  that 
capital  punishment  appears  to  have  a 
brutalizing  effect  by  communicating  that 
lethal  vengeance  is  acceptable. 

Punishment  is  selective 

Throughout  the  years,  study  after 
study  has  consistently  indicated  that  we 
are  very  selective  in  whom  we  want  to 
direct  our  wrath  and  vengeance  toward 
through  the  use  of  capital  punishment.  It 
has  always  been  known  that  we  place  on 
death  row  a  vastly  disproportionate 
number  of  minority  individuals. 
Similarly,  it  is  well-known  that  we 
almost  exclusively  mete  out  capital 
punishment  for  poor  and  powerless 
people  despite  the  fact  that  other  more 
well-to-do  people  also  commit  capital 
offenses. 

What  has  not  been  known  until 
recently,  is  that  we  are  far  more 
concerned  about  venting  our  rage 
through  the  barbaric  ritual  of  capital 
punishment  against  people  who  kill  white 
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ALTHOUGH  MV  EARS 
AREN'T  ACOJST0MEP 
TO  (T,  I  THINK 
IT  HA4  ITS  PLACE 


but  not 
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Many  alternatives  could  use  military  dollars 


To  the  Editor: 

'  Recognizing  that  this  is  probabty  the 
ultimate  exercise  in  futility,*  and 
expresses  a  view  of  “the  minority- 
minority,"  I  have  put  down  a  few 
recollections  of  the  pertinent  parts  of 
wire  reports,  newscasts  and 
commetaries  in  the  last  few  days 
relating  to  our  country’s  near-term  plan 
to  put  nearly  $200  billion  into  production  of 
things  designed  solely  to  kill  or  cripple 
people  and/or  destroy  property  (see 
editorial  headlined  “Balanced  budget 
efforts  lauded,  massive  arms  increase 
questioned,”  TM/UMR,  May  15). 

Premise:  (1)  We  are  concerned  about 
and  fearful  of  only  Russia  ana  its 
satellites.  (2)  Our  plans  are  designed 
only  as  “defense”  and  under  no 
circumstances  would  we  launch  a  “first 
strike.” 

Comment:  The  present  U.S.  arsenal  is 
estimated  adequate  to  destroy  all  living 
things  on  earth  15  times.  Allowing  for 
minimal  retaliation  after  an  enemy 
“first  strike,”  from  stations  around  the 
world  we  might  only  have  enough 
weapons  left  to  kill  all  remaining 
creatures  a  few  times. 

Alternative  considerations  for  use  of  a 
budget  as  large  as  contemplated : 

(1)  As  many  as  100,000  more  wells 
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could  be  drilled  for  oil,  gas  (or  water), 
and  other  energy  sources  accelerated. 

(2)  Research  hospitals  and  centers 
could  be  financed  to  find  cures  and/or 
preventions  for  cancer,  heart  disease, 
etc. 

(3)  Additional  schools  and  homes  could 
go  up  where  needed  in  all  50  states. 

(4)  Mass  transit  and  highway  systems 
could  be  perfected. 

(5)  Needy  persons  could  be  comforted. 

(6)  The  agonizing  and  continuing 

deficit  condition  of  our  national,  state 
and  local  governments  could  be 
reversed.  a.  H.  Caperton 

Dallas,  Texas 

Reagan  budget  ‘should 

comfort’  readers 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  May  15  editorial  headlined 
“Balanced  budget  efforts  lauded; 
massive  arms  increase  questioned,” 
gives  the  impression  that  President 
Reagan’s  economic  policies  will  greatly 
harm  the  nation’s  poor.  The  truth  is  that 
in  1982,  federal  entitlement  spending 
covering  Social  Security,  Medicare, 
Medicaid,  Unemployment  Compensation, 
Food  Stamps,  Aid  to  Dependent  Children, 
Veteran’s  Compensation,  and  Military 
Retirement  will  amount  to  $341.1  billion. 
This  is  49  percent  of  the  federal  budget, 
and  an  all-time  high  even  with  President 
Reagan’s  cut  backs. 

As  for  military  spending,  the  1982 
budget  calls  for  $189  billion,  not  $200 
billion  as  mentioned  in  your  editorial. 
This  is  27.2  percent  of  the  budget.  For  the 
record,  in  1961  National  Defense  outlays 
comprised  47.8  percent  of  the  national 
budget. 

While  national  defense  was  taking 
reductions  for  many  years  from  then 
until  now,  social  welfare  programs  were 
greatly  increased.  Clearly,  it  is  not  the 
military  side  of  the  budget  that  has  run 
out  of  control. 

Even  with  increased  military 
spending,  proposed  budgets  as  far  in  the 
future  as  1984  will  call  for  only  33.2 
percent  for  national  defense  versus  40.1 
percent  for  social  programs. 

Once  again,  President  Reagan’s  1982 
budget  calls  for  $341.1  billion  for  social 
programs.  I  think  your  readers  should  be 
comforted  to  know  that  almost  one-half 
the  federal  budget  will  still  be  going  for 
such  things  as  Social  Security,  Medicare, 
unemployment,  food  stamps,  etc. 

Oliver  C.  Carlisle 
Bossier  City,  Louisiana 

Healing  sought  in  prayer 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  your  article 
in  the  May  1  issue  headlined  “Miracle  of 
healing  unfolds  for  child,  mother  says.” 

My  husband  was  recently  told  he  has  a 
rare,  incurable  disease  which  will  cause 
paralysis  and  death  in  less  than  four 
years.  Since  he  is  only  35  years  old,  and 
seemed  to  be  in  excellent  health,  we  have 
been  crushed  and  deeply  concerned.  We 
have  been  strong  United  Methodists  for 
over  15  years  and  we  cannot  believe  that 
God  wants  this  to  happen.  We  pray 
several  times  daily  for  healing,  but  are 
not  receiving  any  apparent  help.  We 


would  therefore  like  to  communicate 
with  Mrs.//01ga  Worrall,  the  healer 
discussed  in  the  article.  Could  you  please 
tell  us  how  to  contact  Mrs.  Worrall?  Wk 
would  certainly  appreciate  it. 

We  enjoy  reading  the  Missouri  edition 
of  TM/UMR.  Mrs.  Don  Conner 

Sheldon,  Missouri 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mrs.  Worrall  can 
be  contacted  c/o  Mount  Washington  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1301  Asbury 
Avenue,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21209. 

Healing  services  in 
churches  ‘yearned  for’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  wonderful  to  hear  of  so  many 
people  interested  in  healing,  for  this  is 
certainly  a  part  of  Jesus’  ministry.  The 
denominational  church  has  excluded  this 
aspect  far  too  long.  When  we  ignore  part 
of  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  we  invite 
unbalanced  ministries  and  cults  to  arise 
in  Christianity. 

In  my  hunger  for  truth,  I  pursued  the 
healing  ministry,  and  since  I  was  not 
born  again  at  the  time,  fell  in  the  error  of 
Christian  Science  and  even  ESP.  There  is 
a  realm  of  healing  which  comes  through 
the  spirit  of  error,  and  it  comes  in  sheep’s 
clothing  which  can  appear  very 
sophisticated  when  wrapped  in  the  guise 
of  science. 

It  was  at  an  International  ESP 
Workshop  that  I  was  introduced  to  the 
laying  on  of  hands  by  Mrs.  Olga  Worrall 
(TM/UMR,  April  24).  Now  that  I’m  a 
born-again  Christian  and  schooled  in  the 
Word,  I'm  appalled  to  think  Mrs.  Worrall 
shared  the  program  with  subjects  that 
are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord.  (Psychic 
healing,  Edgar  Cayce,  and  spirit 
communication  through  mediums).  We 
are  called  to  be  ministers  of  the  gospel  in 
spirit,  soul  and  body,  but  beware  of 
following  another  Jesus. 

I  have  yearned  for  healing  services  in 
our  denominational  churches.  We  need  to 
be  obedient  to  James  5:14-15.  Our  gifts 
and  blessings  come  only  through  the 
cross  of  Jesus  and  what  he  has  purchased 
for  us  with  his  precious  blood.  If  we  are 
faithful  to  His  Word  and  lift  Him  up,  lives 
will  be  changed  both  in  spirit,  soul,  and 

**°^y*  Drew  Terry 

Hot  Springs,  Arkansas 

More  attention  needed 
for  Mrs.  Olga  Worrall 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  presenting 
articles  in  successive  issues  on  healing 
( TM/UMR,  April  24  and  May  1 ) . 

I  have  known  Mrs.  Olga  Worrall  for  a 
number  of  years  (TM/UMR,  May  1).  She 
and  her  late  husband,  Ambrose,  were 
responsible  for  the  interest  in  healing  in 
the  life  of  my  family.  They  were  also 
responsible  for  our  initiative  to  begin  a 
Healing  Service  in  our  local  church. 

However,  I  do  believe  that  Ms.  Hopkins 
did  not  give  enough  attention  to  Olga 
Worrall.  She  is  a  tremendous  woman, 
intelligent,  bright,  and  committed  to 
Christ  in  His  church.  She  should  be  given 
more  recognition  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  A  brief  biography  of  this 
woman  who  has  been  all  over  the  world 


and  been  studied  by  well-known 
scientists,  as  she  speaks  of  spiritual 
healirtg,  would  be  beneficial  to  all.  : )  1 

Your  article  is  absolutely  rights  Tin 
pointing  out  that  United  Methodists  have 
not  given  much  attention  to  the  healing 
ministry  in  the  past.  Having  attended  the 
service  in  Baltimore,  I  can  vouch  for  its 
ecumenicity,  its  very  quiet  healing 
moods,  and  the  fact  that  most  who  attend 
are  not  United  Methodists. 

I  believe  that  TM/UMR  can  do  a 
service  to  this  neglected  aspect  of  the 
church’s  ministry. 

John  Bardsley 
Smithtown,  New  York 

Persons  with  failing  eyes 

need  to  ‘hear  bulletins’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  May  1st  issue  of  TM/UMR,  one 
of  your  readers  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
editor  about  ministers  reading 
announcements  and  the  order  of  worship, 
stressing  that  the  minister  should  realize 
that  his  parishioners  are  literate. 

I  am  on  staff  at  a  church  where  half  of 
the  congregation  is  well  advanced  in 
years.  Many  of  our  members’  eyes  have 
served  them  well,  but  dimmed  with 
years.  To  enable  all  the  people  to 
participate  in  our  worship  service  and 
learn  of  weekly  activities  involving  the 
members,  the  minister  does  read  the 
announcements  and  order  of  worship.  I 
have  a  great  appreciation  for  our 
minister  because  he  does  take  the  time  to 
read  the  announcements  and  announce 
the  hymns  and  responses  of  faith.  Reading 
the  hymn  titles  and  responses  invites 
better  participation  from  the 
congregation.  Rather  than  just  reading  a 
“program"  they  become  actively 
involved  in  worship. 

I  vote  for  ministers  to  be  sensitive  to 
the  needs  of  their  congregation.  If  there 
is  a  need  for  the  bulletin  to  be  read,  so  be 

Kathy  Kunkel 
Houston,  Texas 

V alue  of  chaplains’  work 

needs  to  be  shown 

To  the  Editor: 

The  greatest  tragedy  concerning  your 
article  headlined  “Chaplains  air  feelings 
of  isolation,  anger  with  UMC’’ 
(TM/UMR,  May  1)  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  situation  remains  much  the  same 
after  many  years  of  work  to  rectify  it. 

In  1954-55  a  study  was  made  which 
revealed  much  the  same  type  of 
information  as  that  in  your  article.  When 
I  retired  in  1970  after  all  those  years 
trying  to  represent  the  church  to  the 
chaplains  and  vice  versa,  it  was  my 
belief  that  some  progress  had  been 
made.  It  now  appears  that  I  was 
mistaken,  or  we  have  lost  ground. 

The  United  Methodist  chaplains  have 
served  the  church  well  through  the  years 
and,  now  that  you  have  opened  “the  can 
of  worms,”  it  is  time  for  an  article  to  be 
written  showing  the  value  of  this 
ministry  and  giving  some  history  of  the 
work  that  has  been  done  in  their  behalf.  I 
started  one  but  decided  on  this  letter 
instead.  John  r  McLaughlin 

Gaithersburg,  Maryland 


citizens  than  those  who  kill  minority 
citizens.  Research  has  indicated  that  the 
killer,  black  or  white,  of  a  white  person  is 
far  more  likely  to  end  up  on  death  row 
than  the  killer  of  a  black  person. 

There  are  few  other  issues  in  American 
society  that  evoke  such  strong  human 
emotion  as  the  issue  of  capital 
punishment.  It  evokes  feelings  of  anger, 
rage,  even  the  desire  to  kill.  There  are 
also  few  other  issues  about  which  the 
American  public  is  so  polarized.  Either 
you  believe  in  law  and  order,  firm 
punishment,  or  you  have  a  naive  belief  in 
the  value  of  all  human  life  and  don’t 
believe  in  punishment  and  therefore 
you’re  against  the  death  penalty.  To  the 
extent  that  these  stereotypes  are 
accurate,  they  are  a  gross  oversimpli¬ 
fication. 

I  firmly  believe  in  holding  accountable 
and  punishing  those  who  violate  our  laws 
—  the  corporations  who  dump  chemical 
waste  in  our  communities  and  threaten 
the  lives  of  our  children  for  decades  to 
come,  as  well  as  those  sick  individuals 
who  kill  other  individuals.  As  a  husband 
and  father  with  a  wife  and  children  very 
similar  to  the  age  of  Steven  Judy’s 
victims,  I  experienced  absolute  rage  and 
anger  at  hearing  about  that  horrible  and 
ugly  offense.  From  the  depths  of  my  soul 
I  felt  the  need  to  punish  this  man  who  so 
brutally  took  the  lives  of  other  innocent 
human  beings.  And  yet,  I  remain 
unwilling  to  translate  my  anger  and  my 
deep  feeling  of  injustice  into  encouraging 
the  state  to  commit  the  brutal  act  of 
murder  against  an  obviously  sick 
individual,  which  further  communicates 
a  depreciation  of  the  value  of  human  life. 

Severe  punishment  needed 

Mr.  Judy  was  not  a  candidate  for  either 
parole  or  any  other  type  of  lenient 
punishment.  The  alternative  to  killing 
Steven  Judy,  that  of  long-term 
imprisonment,  was  clearly  a  severe  and 
firm  punishment  as  evidenced  by  the 
preference  Mr.  Judy  expressed  to  be 
executed. 

The  killing  of  Steven  Judy  by  the  state 
is  a  violation  of  the  moral  and  ethical 


principles  of  nearly  every  mainline 
religious  body  in  this  nation.  As 
Christians,  we  might  well  reflect  on  the 
biblical  story  in  which  Jesus  was 
confronted  with  affirming  capital 
punishment.  A  very  angry  and  self- 
righteous  crowd  caught  a  woman  in  the 
act  of  adultery,  which  was  then  an 
offense  punishable  by  death.  The  crowd- 
brought  this  woman  to  Jesus  to  ask  him> 
for  his  blessing  in  going  ahead  with 
executing  her.  • 

Did  He  respond  by  saying  “Yes,  go; 
ahead  with  the  execution.  I’ll  pray  for* 
her  soul.?”  Did  He  respond  by  saying* 
“It’s  beyond  my  control  since  the- 
authorities  require  that  such  a  criminal* 
be  executed?”  No.  Jesus  responded  by. 
asking  the  crowd,  “Those  among  you, 
who  have  never  sinned,  you  cast  the  first, 
stone  to  kill  this  woman.  ” 

He  looked  into  the  eyes  of  the  woman, 
and  forgave  her,  and  told  her  to  go  and; 
sin  no  more.  His  response  was  not  one  of; 
affirming  the  raw,  naked  human  feeling; 
of  blood  revenge.  Rather,  the  response  of 
Jesus  was  one  of  reconciliation  and 
redemption. 

I  don’t  intend  to  imply  that  such  q- 
response  would  necessarily  be  the- 
immediate  way  of  responding  to  the  likes 
of  Steven  Judy  in  our  present  time  in 
history.  I  do  mean  to  imply  that  in  the 
context  of  the  most  basic  principles 
relating  to  equal  application  of  justice,  as 
well  as  the  sacred  moral  principles  of  our 
religious  faith,  very  fundamental 
questions  must  be  raised  about  the  true 
value  in  killing  Steven  Judy,  as  well  as 
others  on  death  row  throughout  this 
country.  If  we  honestly  examine  our 
souls,  who  among  us  is  prepared  to  cast 
the  first  stone? 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  Mark  Umbreit  is  Executive 
Director  and  Co-founder  of  PACT 
(Prisoner  and  Community  Together), 
and  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana. 


My  Witness 


A  healthy  UMC  will  keep  to  its 
historic  evangelistic  traditions 


By  RICHARD  GILLESPIE 

In  recent  years  we  have  heard  much 
about  the  need  to  change  our  ways  as  a 
church,  to  be  more  evangelistic  so  that 
we  can  take  in  more  members.  The 
example  of  the  more  conservative 
churches  is  put  before  us  as  the  way  we 
should  be  in  order  to  reverse  the 
membership  decline  of  the  last  several 
years. --m 

I  think  it  is  important  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  do  some  re-ex¬ 
amination  of  its  historical  roots.  This 
tells  us  a  great  deal  about  why  our 
church  has  reached  out  to  so  many 
people  and  advanced  as  far  as  it  has. 
Such  a  thorough  study  reveals,  at  least  to 
me,  that  historic  Methodism  has  always 
combined  a  concern  for  personal 
salvation  with  a  concern  for  the  issues 
and  problems  that  confront  any  society.  I 
think  that  this  is  biblically  centered  in 
the  life  and  example  of  Christ.  It  is  also 
seen  in  the  life  of  John  Wesley  who 
preached  many  times  for  conversion  of 
others  and  also  spent  his  time  fighting 
against  the  slave  trade  and  drinking,  and 
for  prison  reform. 

For  many  years,  I  am  afraid,  our 
church  lost  some  of  the  zeal  that  we  had 
for  evangelism  and  turned  more 
attention  toward  the  social  gospel.  But  I 
think  now  we  are  regaining  the  right 
balance  in  terms  of  our  heritage.  Our 
General  Conference  and  our  church  in 
general  have  taken  the  call  for  greater 
evangelism  more  seriously  in  recent 
years.  We  have  seen  a  resurgence  of 
efforts  to  reach  others  for  conversion. 

It  is  important  at  this  point  that  we  try 
to  retain  a  balance  in  our  efforts.  Our 
general  church  boards  and  agencies 
have  been  roundly  criticized  in  recent 


years  for  supposedly  funding  leftist  or 
"liberal”  causes.  The  important  point 
that  escapes  many  of  us  is  that  this  has 
been  their  effort  to  bring  the  Christian 
gospel  to  bear  on  all  of  life.  We  often  pay 
lip  service  to  the  idea  of  applying  the 
gospel  to  all  of  life,  and  then  conveniently 
compartmentalize  religion  and  the  other 
parts  of  life.  Many  people  who  serve  o0 
the  general  boards  of  our  church  Are 
geuninely  concerned  to  see  the  issues  of 
this  world  confronted  with  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  They  should  be  applauded 
for  these  efforts.  What  they  do  is  often 
unpopular  and  not  understood  at  the 
grassroots  level  of  the  church.  But  so 
much  of  what  they  do  is  in  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  John  Wesley. 

To  reach  out  with  Christian  aid  is  to 
bring  to  others  a  message  of  God’s  love.  I 
feel  that  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
enhanced  by  our  being  in  ministry  tb 
those  different  f rom  us . 

It  is  the  same  as  Jesus  said  in  calling 
us  to  return  good  for  evil,  and  to  love  our 
enemies.  I  only  wish  the  rest  of  out- 
church  could  understand  and  practice 
more  of  the  same  thing.  My  point  is  that  a 
healthy  United  Methodist  Church  is  one 
that  will  keep  to  its  historic  tradition^. 
Let  us  evangelize  the  world  so  that  all 
people  may  find  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior.  Let  us  also  confront  the  issues 
and  problems  of  this  world  with  the  full 
force  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Gillespie,  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Little  Lot  UMC  in  Lyles,  Tennessee 
(Tennessee  Conference). 


Children  from  poor  families  in  Zaire  rarely  get  a  chance  to  go 
to  school.  When  they  do,  there  are  no  desks  or  chairs  —  just 
rough  slats  to  sit  on,  little  space,  and  few  books.  Yet  they  are 
grateful  for  this  much,  and  for  the  love  they  learn  about  and 
feel.  You  or  your  church  group  can  help,  with  monthly  scholar¬ 
ships  of  $20  per  child.  Christian  boarding  homes  are  available 
to  primary  school  children,  and  teachers  are  there  to  help. 
Your  investment,  in  even  one  child,  will  make  a  big  difference. 
Future  leaders,  in  the  church  and  in  the  nation,  may  spring 
from  these  Christian  Schools. 
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Creationism  flap  hits  UMs 

Arkansas  school  law  contested  in  federal  court 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  —  A  contro¬ 
versial  law  mandating  the  teaching  of 
“creationism”  in  Arkansas  public 
schools  has  United  Methodists  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  both  supporting  and  trying  to 
strike  down  the  law. 

State  Senator  Jim  Hoisted  of  North 
Little  Rock  initiated  the  legislation 
passed  in  March  by  the  Legislature.  The 
senator,  who  is  a  member  of  Lakewood 
UMC,  told  TM/UMR  his  primary 
concern  is  that  a  theory  which  includes 
the  concept  of  a  creator  be  taught  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  theory  of  evolution.  “Both 
would  have  to  be  presented  as  theories,” 
he  said. 

Mr.  Hoisted  says  he  was  “really  sur¬ 
prised  and  sorry”  when  Bishop  Kenneth 
Hicks  and  four  United  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  joined  other  plaintiffs  in  a  suit  filed 
last  week  to  strike  down  his  legislation. 
The  suit,  filed  by  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  charges  Arkansas  with 
violating  the  constitutional  separation  of 
the  church  and  state  by  injecting  religion 
into  the  classroom. 

The  senator  said  he  thinks  “the  suit  is 
great.  I  welcome  it.  I  am  confident  the 
law  will  stand  up,  but  if  it  is  not  consti¬ 
tutional,  it  should  be  struck  down.  ” 


The  Arkansas  creationism  law,  the 
only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  country, 
requires  “equal  time”  for  “creation 
science”  —  which  theorizes  that  the 
universe  and  life  were  created  “suddenly 
and  from  nothing”  —  with  “evolution 
theory.”  The  law  prohibits  the  teaching 
of  or  references  to  religion.  The  use  of  the 
Bible  or  of  Genesis  in  the  classroom  is 
also  banned  as  is  the  introduction  of  a 
creator. 

Sen.  Hoisted  said  he  was  “surprised” 
the  ministers  seem  to  want  a  theory 
taught  that  shows  no  reference  to  a 
creator. 

The  ministers  responded  that  they  be¬ 
lieve  the  biblical  account  of  creation  as  a 
matter  of  religious  faith,  but  that  this 
“religious  belief”  should  not  be  taught  in 
the  schools  as  science. 

“The  assumption  behind  creation 
theory  —  that  creation  came  suddenly 
and  from  nothing  —  is  that  there  is  a 
creator,”  said  the  Rev.  Jerry  Canada,  a 
UM  plaintiff  who  said  the  issue  is  very 
close  to  home  for  him  as  he  has  three 
children  ages  15,  11  and  7  in  North  Little 
Rock  schools.  “That  is  religious  belief, 
but  not  good  science.” 

Bishop  Hicks  said  the  plaintiffs  are 
“not  anti-religion  nor  are  we  asserting 
the  rightness  of  any  theory  of  creation. 
My  primary  concern  is  for  the  separation 


of  church  and  state.” 

The  bishop  said  the  law  was  written 
and  enacted  in  haste  with  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  opponents  to  testify.  He 
believes  the  law  raises  many  questions 
that  cannot  be  answered  because  of  its 
vagueness. 

In  an  April  column  for  the  Arkansas 
Area  newspaper,  the  bishop  said  that  “to 
make  science  out  of  the  biblical  creation 
accounts  is  going  to  be  as  easy  as  putting 
your  trousers  on  over  your  head.” 

For  example,  how  is  it  to  be  taught 
without  the  scriptures  being  introduced? 
Who  is  to  prepare  science  teachers  to 
teach  the  content  of  a  religious  docu¬ 
ment?  How  do  you  justify  teaching  a  sub¬ 
ject  that  is  not  science  but  theology?  Who 
is  going  to  judge  when  creation-science  is 
being  taught  correctly? 

Bishop  Hicks  said  the  plaintiffs  hope  to 
put  off  the  teaching  of  “creationism”  in 
Arkansas  schools  this  fall. 

He  said  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  approved  a  resolution  opposing  the 
law  last  week  by  a  substantial  vote,  and 
that  he  has  received  very  few  negative 
responses  to  his  participation  in  the  suit. 

Both  the  bishop  and  Sen.  Hoisted  — 
who  have  never  talked  to  each  other  di¬ 
rectly  about  the  issue  —  agree  on  one 
thing.  The  amount  of  controversy  stirred 
up  by  the  law  is  *  ‘amazing.  ’  ’ 


Lefever  undercut  by  church  lobby 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  Dr.  Ernest 
Lefever’s  chances  of  becoming  the  U.S. 
watchdog  on  human  rights  are  faltering, 
at  least  partly  because  of  intense  lobby¬ 
ing  by  religious  groups. 

Frankly,  church  lobbying  often  has  min¬ 
imal  effect  on  politicians  because  it  involves 
little  more  than  a  group  espousing  a  posi¬ 
tion,  said  Christopher  Chamberlain,  chief 
aide  to  Sen  Paul  Tsongas  (D-Mass.)  on  the 
Foreign  Relations  Committee. 

But  in  opposing  Dr.  Lefever,  church  groups 
did  the  things  that  get  results,  he  told 
TM/UMR:  “They  came  early  and  said  with¬ 
out  hesitating  that  this  guy  is  a  ‘turkey.’ 
They  got  certain  people  informed  and  in¬ 
terested  about  this  nomination.” 

Even  before  President  Reagan  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  nominate  Dr.  Lefever 
iast  winter,  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society  helped 
form  the  Ad  Hoc  Coalition  on  Human 
Rights  to  oppose  his  nomination. 

The  coalition  made  certain  that  key 
senators  had  possession  of  Dr.  Lefever’s 
past  writings  and  speeches  on  human 
rights. 

;  The  material  included  the  nominee’s 
repudiation  before  a  committee  of  the 
U.S.  House  two  years  ago  of  a  rule  tying 
U.S.  foreign  aid  to  a  nation’s  human 
rights  record.  It  also  showed  him  lauding 
such  repressive  governments  as  those  in 
South  Korea  and  South  Africa  because 
they  are  friendly  to  U.S.  business 
interests  and  are  allies  against  com¬ 
munism. 

The  church  lobbying  efforts  sought  to 
portray  Dr.  Lefever  not  just  as  someone 
with  a  different  approach  on  human 
rights  (he  maintains  he  will  aid  the  cause 
through  “quiet  diplomacy”)  but  as  a 
person  so  absorbed  by  the  fear  of  com- 
hiunism  that  he  doesn’t  take  seriously 
human  rights  violations  by  right-wing 
governments. 

“Republicans  and  Democrats  may 
have  different  ideas  about  how  to  carry 
out  a  human  rights  policy,”  said  Scott 
Martin,  aide  to  Sen.  Rudy  Boschwitz  (R- 
Minn.).  “But  they  do  agree  there  should 
be  a  policy. 

“The  perception  of  Dr.  Lefever  is  that 
-he  doesn’t  have  a  strong  enough  opinion 
-that  the  U.S.  should  even  have  a  human 
-rights  policy.” 

As  this  week  began,  staff  persons  for 


several  senators  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
Republican-dominated  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  Committee  probably  will  reject 
President  Reagan’s  nominee.  Pro¬ 
ponents  hope  to  revive  the  nomination  on 
the  Senate  floor. 

Sen.  Tsongas’  aide  said  the  church 
lobbyists  deserve  some  credit.  Because 
there  are  so  many  nominations  before 
the  Senate,  some  will  zoom  through  with¬ 
out  any  serious  questioning  unless  a 
senator  receives  careful  documentation 
well  in  advance  of  hearings,  he  said. 

United  Methodists  worked  hard  to 
involve  “grassroots”  opinions,  said  Anita 
Anand  of  the  Church  and  Society  staff 
here.  Congressional  staff  members  have 
warned  that  the  board  will  be  ineffective 
if  it  is  perceived  as  just  another  do-good¬ 
er  lobby,  she  said. 

Ms.  Anand  wrote  to  annual  conference 
boards  of  church  and  society  as  well  as  to 
UM  peace  and  world  order  groups  in 
states  with  a  senator  on  the  17-member 
Foreign  Relations  Committee.  At  least 
one  person  and  sometimes  several  from 
each  conference  wrote  letters  to  their 
senators  and  sent  them  to  Ms.  Anand  to 
hand  deliver. 

It  was  those  letters  from  the  “grass¬ 
roots”  that  set  the  tone  for  Church  and 
Society’s  appeal  to  the  committee  mem¬ 
bers,  Ms.  Anand  said:  “The  initiative 
should  come  from  the  field  .  .  .  Some  of 
the  letters  to  the  senators  were  very  per¬ 
sonal  and  talked  about  local  things.  I 
delivered  each  batch  to  the  committee 
members  in  April.”  All  letters  opposed 
the  nomination. 

Church  lobbying  efforts  were  not 
equally  appreciated  by  all  senators.  Two 
senators  who  plan  to  vote  against  Dr. 
Lefever  said  they  didn’t  get  information 
from  the  church  groups  until  just  before 
the  hearings,  which  was  too  late  to  be 
effective. 


One  of  the  more  effective  persons  at 
the  hearings  was  Jacobo  Timmerman 
who  was  introduced  in  the  audience  but 
didn’t  testify.  The  Jewish  former  editor 
of  a  Buenos  Aires  newspaper  was  rescued 
from  30  months  of  torture  at  the  hands  of 
the  Argentine  government  only  after 
President  Carter’s  outspoken  human 
rights  watchdog,  Patt  Derian,  brought 
international  attention  on  the  case,  Mr. 
Timmerman  said. 

Sen.  Charles  Percy  (R-Ill.)  com¬ 
mented:  “It  takes  an  advocate  fighting 
.  .  .  These  battles  are  not  won  by  having 
kid  gloves  on  all  the  time.” 

Dr.  Lefever  responded  that  he  believes 
quiet  diplomacy  would  have  been  more 
effective  in  the  Timmerman  case. 

The  Rev.  Martin  Deppe,  Chicago 
United  Methodist  pastor  representing 
Chicago  Area  Bishop  Jesse  R.  Dewitt 
told  the  Senate  Committee  that  Dr. 
Lefever’s  advocacy  of  using  mission¬ 
aries  for  CIA  intelligence  gathering 
violates  the  UM  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  ban  on  such  contacts. 

He  also  stated  a  belief  that  Dr.  Lefever 
disregards,  disrespects  and  distorts  the 
simple  witness  of  religious  people  who 
believe  the  nation’s  foreign  policy  should 
“ireflect  our  soul.”  The  1980 General  Con¬ 
ference  stated  the  church  should  not 
sanction  nor  should  governments  support 
those  regimes  that  deny  people  the  right 
of  speech,  assembly,  dissent,  education, 
health,  worship  or  other  rights,  Mr. 
Deppe  said. 

Another  United  Methodist,  Dr.  Paul 
Ramsey  of  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  testified  that  today’s  major 
threats  are  nuclear  war,  Soviet  expan¬ 
sionism  and  poverty  and  injustice  in  the 
Third  World,  with  Soviet  activity  the  key 
to  all  three.  Dr.  Lefever  should  be  sup¬ 
ported  because  he  stresses  concern  about 
communism,  Dr.  Ramsey  said. 


Media  manipulate  reality 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Christian  women  in  com¬ 
munications  were  challenged  to  reshape 
the  manipulative  nature  of  today’s  media 
here,  last  weekend,  as  well  as  to  alter  the 
traditional  image  of  ‘woman  as  power¬ 
less’  which  pervades  the  media. 

This  is  not  just  a  parochial  issue  for 
American  women,  said  a  Canadian 
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MAKE  "SOMETIME"  NOW.  Enjoy  England. 
Scotland.  Wales.  16  first  class  days,  choicest  areas, 
banquets,  entertainments,  Shakespeare  play, 
heritage  adventures,  time  for  unhurried  shopping. 

MAINLAND  CHINA:  Shanghai,  Soochow,  Wusih, 

Nanking,  Peking,  Great  Wall,  plus  Hong  Kong, 
Manila.  $3,198,  July  7-26.  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence. 
4192  Tattenham  Way,  Boise,  Idaho  83704. 

Sept.  18-Oct.  3.  Send  now  for  brochure:  Rev.  Clark 
Robbins,  c/o  I.G.S.,  2500  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Suite  738, 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90057. 

SMOKEY  MTN  VACATION  CHALETS  -  Rent  less 
than  motel.  2  or  3  bedroom,  kitchen,  bath,  carpeted, 
air  cond.,  deck,  stereo.  Wooded,  convenient  to 
Gatlinburg.  24-hour  security.  Discount  to  Methodists 
Information,  Chamberlain.  4305  McCampbell  Lane, 
Knoxville.  TN  37918.  (615  )  688-5506.  . 

ACTIVE,  RETIRED  PASTOR,  would  you  like  to 
continue  an  effective,  part-time  ministry  in  a  South 
Florida  setting?  Contact  Rev.  H.  Theo  Gee. 

Palm  Beach,  FL  33407,  for  details.  Phone:  Church. 
(305  1  844-0040:  Parsonage.  (305  1  848-4760 

VACATION  PROPERTY  FOR  SALE,  130  x  120  feet 

lot  near  upper  Lake  Plymouth,  off  Owassa  Rd., 
Stillwater  Twp.  Inquire  through  Schiott  Realtors, 
Sparta.  N  J  07871.  1201)729-6131.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  to  direct  and 

handbellsi  in  worship  and  Christian  education. 
Music  degree  and  experience  in  church  music 
required.  $16,500-118.500  plus  moving  allowance. 

YOUTH  GROUPS.  Come  to  world's  greatest  canoe 
country.  Complete  outfitting.  Professional  planning. 
Best  rates  Camp  Voyageur.  Box  420.  Ely.  MN  55731 

Richardson.  Parkway  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church.  Hardy  St.,  at  25th  Ave.,  Hattiesburg.  MS 
39401  by  June  30. 1981. 

IT  IS  GOOD;  an  album  of  Christian  songs  for 
children  written  and  performed  by  Keith  Bruaevold, 
a  United  Methodist  minister.  An  excellent  teaching 
—  listening  tool  for  parents  and  teachers  of 
elementary  age  children.  Stereo  Album  or  Cassette' 

$7;  Sing-A-Long  Songbook:  $3.  Write  to  Keith 
Brudevold.  P.O.  Box  738.  Franklin.  TN  37064.  j 

WANTED:  Director  of  Music  and  Youth  Ministry 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Dayton.  Tenn. 
Salary  negotiable.  For  more  information,  write  Rev. 
Jack  Edwards.  P.O.  Box  12.  Davton.  TN  37321 

TOUR  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Jordan.  Athens  and  Rome 
with  Rev.  Lloyd  J.  Lowe.  Sept.  18-30.  1981.  422 
Chestnut.  Leavenworth.  KS 66048  Free  brochure 

"IN  THE  DAYS  OF  THY  YOUTH”  by  Patsy 
Quested.  A  youth  ministry  resource  book  for  adult 
workers  and  youth  leaders.  $5.95  postpaid  from  Basic 
Youth  Ministries.  6619  Patrick.  Dallas  75214 

BIBLE  LANDS  -  ISRAEL  -  EGYPT  -  February 
15-25, 1982. 7th  deluxe  tour  led  by  pastor  Don  Haarup. 
Information  Box  31,  Brainerd,  MN  56401.  Phones: 
(218'  R29-4116.  829-6076  1 

EDUCATIONAL  MOTIVATION  for  church  school 
students:  Genuine  stamps  for  collectors,  on  themes 
of  religious  history,  mission  lands,  music.  Send  18- 
cent  stamp  for  sample  and  list:  MMStamps.  Box 
22082.  Nashville.  TN  37202 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  1981.  Dr,  Ira  Allen,  Director,  his 

Tour;  you  will  not  find  a  better  one.  Many  special 
features;  Israel.  Jordan.  Petra,  Germany  and  much, 
much  more,  China  Tour  1981,  Dr.  Allen  Director. 
Free  Brochures.  1015  W.  Cedar.  Redlands.  CA  92373. 

PROTESTANT  MINISTER-AT-LARGE:  Syracuse 
University  is  seeking  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  clergy  to  work  closelv  with  the  Dean  of 
Hendricks  Chapel.  Responsibilities  will  include 
planning  and  coordinating  as  well  as  serving  as 

HOLY  LAND  IN  1982.  Departures  Decemoer, 
January,  February,  April  ana  June  From  $1,096. 
Options  to  Rome,  Athens,  Egypt,  Jordan.  Bob 
Sanders,  Tour  Host,  1317  Academy  Circle.  Arlington. 
TX  76013.  (817  1  261-0606 

preacher  for  the  regular  ecumenical  Protestant 
Services  on  Sunday  morning,  serving  as  a  central 
member  of  the  Hendricks  Chapel  staff  in  team 
ministry,  and  ministering  to  the  United  Methodist 

interests  on  campus.  Minimum  starting  salary  of 
$23,500  plus  a  20%  fringe  package.  Send  resumes 
and  three  references  to  Rev.  Vernon  L.  Lee,  3049  E. 
Genesee  St.,  Syracuse,  N.Y.  13224.  Application  dead¬ 
line,  June  15, 1981. 

CHINA  —  June,  July,  Aug,.  Sept ..  Oct  Switzerland  in 
Summer  —  one-week  programs  with  extensions. 
Host  benefits  on  all  tours.  Purcell  Travel,  Inc.,  305 
Alcazar.  Coral  Gables,  FL  (3051  448-7453. 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR:  Growing  Pastoral  Coun¬ 
seling  Center  is  looking  for  an  experienced  Pas¬ 
toral  Counselor  with  a  graduate  degree  beyond 
the  Master  of  Divinity  and  preferably  Fellow-level 
membership  in  the  AAPC.  Send  resume  with  salary 
requirements  to  Doris  M.  Jones,  Samaritan  Counsel¬ 
ing  Center,  Methodist  Evangelical  Hospital,  Box  843, 
Louisville,  Ky.  40202. 

music,  poems,  prayers,  litanies,  sermons  by  46 
contributors.  $4  00  prepaid.  Western  N.Y. 
Conference.  8499  Main  Street,  Buffalo.  NY  14221 

PASTORS.  YOUTH  LEADERS:  Try  Bible  Feud! 
Unique  program  idea  similar  to  popular  TV  show 
Surveys  included.  Send  $2.00,  M.  A.  Stewart,  Box  2. 
Hawthorn,  PA  16230. 

legislator:  “The  words  and  images 
produced  here  (in  the  U.S.  are  seen 
everywhere  .  .  .  Canadian  women  are 
created  in  the  image  of  the  American 
media  fantasy  .  .  .  Your  10  is  our  10.” 

Both  a  theologian  and  a  legislator  were 
keynoters  for  the  first  North  American 
Consultation  on  Christian  Women  in 
Media  which  gathered  more  than  200 
women  here  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  May  28-31.  Approximately  40 
United  Methodists  were  participants. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Bettenhausen,  a  social 
ethics  and  theology  professor,  said  that, 
first  of  all,  women  need  to  have  a 
“Christian  anthropology”  on  which  to 
base  their  actions  and  assumptions  in 
media.  That  is,  an  understanding  that  all 
human  beings  are  creatures  of  God  who 
is  their  source  of  value,  importance  and 
freedom  .  .  .  Christian  anthropology  un¬ 
derstands  all  human  beings  as  bound 
together  for  each  other  .  .  .  with  gifts  and 
talents  to  be  developed  and  nurtured. 
Any  system  which  restricts  the  use  of 
these  gifts  and  talents  in  the  name  of 
racial,  sexual  or  economic  prerogatives 
is  idolatry.” 

“Women  in  media  can  shape  a  future 
in  which  there  is  an  increase  of  justice, 
because  the  media  are  resources  of 
power,”  said  Dr.  Bettenhausen,  an 
associate  professor  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology. 

She  warned,  however,  that  as  women 
get  into  positions  of  power  the  future  they 
shape  may  be  no  different  from  the 
present.  “It  is  ever  so  tempting  for 
women  who  move  into  new  positions  to 
adopt  the  attitudes  and  behavior  of  those 
men  who  are  already  there.  The  majority 
view  is  so  seductive  and  safe,”  she 
stressed. 

Dr.  Bettenhausen  challenged  the 
women,  who  represented  all  phases  of 
media  process  and  product  —  from  print 
to  the  visual  arts  to  computer  specialists 
—  to  have  the  courage  to  go  against  the 
grain  of  conventional  wisdom  and  create 
something  new  in  their  fields  in  line  with  a 
Christian  understanding  of  human  beings. 

However,  said  Rosemary  Brown,  a 
member  of  the  British  Columbian 
Legislative  Assembly,  the  media  now 
serve  two  masters :  Power  and  profit : 


Following  the  reopening  of  John  Wesley’s  House  here  May  24,  a  procession  marched  about  a  mile  to  the  site  of  the  Conversion 
Memorial,  above,  which  is  located  on  the  site  in  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  associated  with  Wesley’s  conversion  experience. 
Titled  “The  Wind  and  Fire  of  the  Spirit,”  the  20-foot  bronze  flame  bears  an  enlargement  of  Wesley’s  Journal  entry  describing  the 


event. 
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‘Spread  scriptural  holiness’ 


Wesley  home  opens  amid  challenges 


By  EDWIN  MAYNARD 
Special  To  TM/UMR 
LONDON— Great  Britain’s  "iron 
lady,”  Prime  Minister  Margaret 
Thatcher,  paid  tribute  to  another 
“woman  of  iron,”  Susanna  Wesley,  as 
she  formally  opened  the  restored 
home  of  John  Wesley  here  May  24. 

The  Prime  Minister,  who  was 
reared  a  Methodist,  recounted  some 
history  of  the  Methodist  movement  to 
a  crowd  of  a  thousand  on  a  sunny  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  in  the  courtyard  be¬ 
tween  the  Wesley  house  and  Wesley’s 
Chapel  on  City  Road.  (Mrs.  Thatcher 
was  married  and  had  her  two  children 
baptized  at  Wesley  Chapel. ) 

Mrs.  Thatcher  avoided  political 
comment,  but  praised  the  spirit  of  the 
Wesley  brothers.  “We  had  need  of 
them  then,”  she  said,  “and  we  have 
need  of  their  followers  now.” 

Speaking  of  the  Wesley  brothers, 
John  and  Charles,  she  said : 

“These  two  men  were  taught  the 
truth,  lived  by  the  truth  and  pro¬ 
claimed  the  truth,  but  their  zenith 
came  when  they  discovered  truth 
within  themselves.  From  then  on  they 
spoke  with  a  ring  of  authority,  not 
from  learning,  but  from  what  they 
knew  from  within  themselves.” 

The  Prime  Minister  was  introduced 
by  the  Right  Honorable  George 
Thomas,  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  a  Methodist  lay 
preacher.  After  the  outdoor  cer¬ 
emonies,  Mrs.  Thatcher  was  given  a 
-  tour  of  the  Wesley  house  by  the  Rev. 
Ronald  C.  Gibbins,  su{terintendent 
minister  of  Wesley’s  Chapel,  and  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  G.  Greet,  president  of 
the  Methodist  Conference  of  Great 
Britain. 

Joining  in  the  service  as  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  U.S.  were  Bishop  H.  Ellis 
Finger  Jr.,  president  of  the  UMC’s 
Council  of  Bishops,  and  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  executive  secretary  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

Knocks  three  times 

The  opening  ceremonies  followed  a 
service  of  thanksgiving  in  Wesley’s 
Chapel.  Then,  moving  outdoors,  Mrs. 
Thatcher  knocked  three  times  on  the 
door  of  John  Wesley’s  House  in  a 
ritual  chosen  to  mark  the  event.  After 
the  ceremonies  she  was  given  a 
guided  tour. 

American  UMs 
paid  one-third 
restoration  cost 

Special  To  TM/UMR 

LONDON— American  United 
Methodists  had  a  hand  in  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  Wesley’s  House  which  was  re¬ 
opened  here  May  24. 

Approximately  one-third  of  the 
money  for  restoring  the  house  revered 
by  Methodists  the  world  over  as  the 
home  and  headquarters  of  John 
Wesley  from  the  time  of  its  comple¬ 
tion  in  1779  until  his  death  in  1791, 
came  from  American  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Work  on  the  house  cost  130,000 
pounds  or  about  $275,000. 

Each  of  the  nine  rooms  in  the  house 
had  a  sponsor,  eight  of  them 
American.  Each  gave  $12,000.  They 
are  the  Texas  Annual  Conference,  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Houston,  Highland  Park 
UMC,  Dallas;  First  UMC,  Richard¬ 
son,  Tex.;  The  Upper  Room,  Nash¬ 
ville;  First  UMC,  Fort  Worth,  the  Ne¬ 
braska  Annual  Conference  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops  (given  personally 
by  the  bishops).  One  room  was 
sponsored  by  the  London  Northeast 
District. 

It  was  here  that  John  Wesley  wrote 
the  document  authorizing  Thomas 
Coke  to  begin  work  in  America  and 
here  that  he  wrote  the  last  letter  of  his 
life  to  William  Wilberforce,  urging 
him  to  press  his  struggle  against 
slavery. 

The  Wesley  House  has  three  levels. 
The  ground  floor  served  as  a  recep¬ 
tion  area  and  office  for  the  Methodist 
movement.  On  the  next  floor  Wesley 
had  his  personal  quarters,  including 
the  famous  little  prayer  room  where 
he  studied  and  prayed  in  early 
morning  hours.  The  top  floor  was  a 
hostel  for  itinerating  preachers.  The 
visitor  now  sees  a  house  looking  much 
as  it  did  in  Wesley’s  time.  Some  of  his 
'  own  furniture  and  personal  effects  — 
notably  his  library  —  are  in  place. 


Later  the  same  day  a  procession  of 
approximately  2,000  marched  about 
one  mile  to  Aldersgate  Street  for  an 
open-air  Eucharist  at  Conversion 
Place.  There  a  20-foot  bronze  me¬ 
morial  to  John  Wesley’s  Aldersgate 
experience  was  dedicated. 

Dr.  Greet  challenged  the  crowd  at 
Conversion  Place  to  rededication: 

“It  would  be  pointless  to  dedicate 
this  memorial  without  rededicating 
ourselves  to  the  unfinished  task  to 
which  John  Wesley  gave  himself  with 
unflagging  zeal.  It  was  ‘to  spread 
scriptural  holiness  throughout  the 
land.’” 

Recalling  that  for  Wesley,  holiness 
was  not  just  a  personal  thing  but  a 
social  thing  as  well,  Dr.  Greet  asked 
for  a  joint  ecumenical  witness  against 
“the  demonic  madness  of  the  con¬ 
tinuing  arms  race.” 

Memorial  in  Aldersgate 

The  new  memorial  stands  at  a  spot 
historians  feel  is  very  close  to  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  the  house  in  Aldersgate 
Street  where  Wesley  had  his  “heart¬ 
warming  experience”  on  May  24, 
1738.  The  spot,  flattened  during  the 
London  Blitz  of  World  War  II,  now  is 
the  location  of  the  Museum  of  London. 
Official  permission  was  granted  by 
the  government  of  the  City  of  London 
for  placement  of  the  memorial 
against  the  museum  wall  and  for  the 
church  to  hold  services  there  once 
each  year. 

The  bronze  sculpture  rises  20  feet 
from  the  pavement  in  the  form  of  a 
single  flame  and  bears  a  facsimile  of 
the  page  in  Wesley’s  “Journal”  which 
described  the  events  of  May  24,  1738. 
The  sculpture  was  designed  by  Morris 
Singer  and  the  25,000  pound  cost  is 
being  paid  by  donations  under  the 
leadership  of  George  Thomas.  The 
memorial,  Wesley’s  House  and  Chapel 
are  expected  to  attract  25,000  visitors 
annually  interested  in  Wesley  sites. 

The  reopening  of  the  Wesley  House 
and  placement  of  the  Aldersgate 
memorial  caused  considerable  excite¬ 
ment  among  British  Methodists  as 
well  as  some  resentment. 

A  group  calling  themselves  the 
“Alliance  of  Radical  Methodists”  took 
a  paid  ad  in  the  Methodist  Recorder 
newspaper  to  protest  the  invitation  of 
the  Prime  Minister  to  open  the  house. 
The  protestors  saw  the  invitation  as 
an  endorsement  of  policies  of  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party  government  which,  in 
their  view,  “has  only  bad  news  for  the 
poor.”  During  the  official  ceremonies, 
a  group  from  the  alliance  held  “alter¬ 
native”  ceremonies. 

Edwin  Maynard,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Commission,  attend¬ 
ed  the  reopening  and  dedication  cere- 


Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher, 
who  was  reared  a  Methodist,  greets 
visitors  after  the  outdoor  ceremonies 
here  to  reopen  Wesley’s  House  on  City 
Road  next  to  Wesley’s  Chapel. 


Two  children  catch  attention  as 
they  stand  on  the  doorstep  of  John 
Wesley’s  House,  which  was  restored 
with  the  help  of  American  United 
Methodists.  The  restoration  was 
carried  out  faithfully,  even  reduplica- 
tin  the  18th  century  technique  of 
mixing  horsehair  in  plaster. 


A  portrait  of  John  Wesley  over  the  mantel  reminds  visitors  to  his  restored 
headquarters-home  that  it  was  from  here  that  he  directed  the  early  Methodist 
movement  between  the  years  of  1779-1791.  All  three  levels  are  open  to  the  public. 
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DEERFIELD,  Ill.  —  An  artist’s  conception  of  "One 
Deerfield  Place,"  a  housing  unit  for  the  elderly  and 


handicapped  sponsored  by  Christ  UMC  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  this  winter.  northern  Illinois  umr  photo 


Committed  UMs  overcome  obstacles 


Special  housing  needs  are  met 


BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  Writer 

MILFORD,  Del.  —  Neither  community  opposition,  zoning 
restrictions  nor  bureaucratic  red-tape  were  able  to  stop 
determined  Christians  here  from  providing  housing  for  the 
elderly,  handicapped  and  low-income  members  of  their 
community. 

By  refusing  to  give  up  when  they  ran  into  road  blocks,  the 
non-profit  housing  corporation  developed  here  under  United 
Methodist  leadership  —  and  two  others  in  other  regions  — 
have  made  housing  a  reality  for  groups  having  the  most 
difficulty  finding  adequate  homes. 

"Our  church  took  the  bull  by  its  horns,”  said  the  Rev. 
Frank  Lucia,  pastor  of  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church.  He 
was  present  at  a  meeting  where  a  federal  government 
organization  asked  local  people  to  get  involved  in  providing 
low-income  housing.  Mr.  Lucia  took  the  idea  to  his 
administrative  board. 

After  lengthy  discussion  in  both  the  church  and  with 
community  members,  the  Milford  Housing  Development 
Corporation  was  born.  Both  ecumenical  and  interracial,  its 
main  leaders  came  from  Avenue  UMC. 

Although  the  corporation  was  formed  four  years  ago  to 
provide  low-income  housing,  it  faced  considerable  opposition 
when  an  abandoned  schoolhouse  —  which  was  the  blight  of 
the  neighborhood  —  was  chosen  as  a  site  for  apartments. 

Not  in  their  neighborhood 

"We  had  many,  many  obstacles  to  overcome,  mainly  from 
people  who  didn’t  want  any  kind  of  housing  in  their 
neighborhoods,”  Mr.  Lucia  said. 

Many  whites  felt  that  a  low-income  housing  project  would 
reduce  the  value  of  their  property,  he  further  explained. 

Failing  to  find  an  alternative  site  for  the  apartments,  the 
corporation  finally  managed  to  get  the  school  site.  The  school 
building  was  tom  down  last  fall,  and  in  its  place  a  $360,000  11- 
unit  apartment  complex  for  elderly  persons  and  low-income 
families  went  up. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD)  subsidized  the  costs  for  building  the  apartments. 


MADISON.  N.J.  —  The  Rev.  David  Graybeal  looks  over  the 
blueprints  for  the  construction  of  Cheshire  Home,  a  barrier- 
free  housing  unit  for  disabled  young  adults  here. 

PHIL  DEGGINGER  PHOTO 


Similar  circumstances  faced  the  members  of  Christ  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Deerfield,  Ill.,  when  seven  years  ago 
the  village  planners  began  to  assess  local  housing  needs. 

The  planners  found  that  elderly  persons  had  no  suitable 
housing  available  for  them,  but  building  a  housing  project 
would  require  a  non-profit  sponsor  and  federal  funding. 

The  planners  went  to  several  churches  to  propose  their 
starting  a  non-profit  organization.  All  refused  except  Christ 
UMC. 

Elderly  needs  met  in  Deerfield 

"It  took  eight  meetings,  a  lot  of  questions  and  discussions 
before  we  decided  to  do  it.  The  proposal  to  try  to  build  a  $5 
million  building  literally  scared  us,”  said  the  Rev.  Allison 
Weatherby,  pastor  of  Christ  UMC. 

Once  the  Deerfield  Senior  Housing  Corporation  was  formed 
the  members  of  Christ  UMC  began  to  work  for  the 
construction  of  housing  for  elderly  persons. 

Lay  members  sifted  through  HUD  red-tape  to  get  subsidies 
for  the  housing  units.  Other  members  initiated  a  fund-raising 
campaign  for  the  down  payment,  and  still  others  provided 
legal  advice. 

While  Mr.  Weatherby  believes  that  a  church  can  help 
considerably  with  the  preliminary  work  on  such  housing 
units,  he  believes  the  high  cost  of  construction  puts  the  local 
church  out  of  that  phase  of  such  projects. 

Church  involvement,  he  believes,  should  include  finding 
out  the  housing  needs  of  the  community,  initiating  the 
project,  providing  the  leadership  and  finding  financial 
resources. 

Thus,  with  the  leadership  from  Christ  UMC  and  funds  from 
the  government  98  apartments  for  elderly  and  handicapped 
persons  will  soon  be  ready  this  winter  for  occupancy. 

Pastor  knows  of  need 

Ten  years  ago  the  plight  of  housing  the  handicapped  was 
not  on  the  mind  of  the  Rev.  David  Graybeal  when  he  attended 
a  reception  for  an  executive  of  the  Cheshire  House 
Movement,  reported  the  Relay,  the  New  Jersey  United 
Methodist  newspaper. 

The  movement  (named  after  its  founder  Leonard 
Cheshire),  which  originated  in  England,  seeks  to  provide 
independent  resident  homes  for  disabled  and  terminally  ill 
persons.  The  movement  has  spread  to  35  countries. 

Mr.  Graybeal,  professor  of  Church  and  Society  at  UM- 
related  Drew  School  of  Theology,  and  others  became 
interested  in  this  movement  and  formed  Cheshire  Home,  Inc. 
to  provide  housing  for  disabled  persons  in  Madison,  N.J. 

Although  the  Cheshire  movement  is  headquarted  in 
England,  the  Cheshire  homes  are  independently  run 
organizations.  The  movement  advises  persons  on  how  to  set 
up  a  Cheshire  Home  and  how  to  become  incorporated. 

"Many  young,  disabled  adults  depend  upon  daily 
assistance  from  others  for  survival,  but  many  others  cannot. 
They  are  often  left  no  recourse  but  to  be  put  in  a  nursing 
home  or  an  institution  for  the  mentally  retarded  or  the 
emotionally  impaired,”  Mr.  Graybeal  said. 

For  several  years  after  its  founding  group  tried  to  find  a 
structure  that  could  be  converted  into  a  Cheshire  Home,  but 
zoning  restrictions  and  state  standards  made  the  idea 
impractical. 

The  breakthrough  came  in  1977  when  Exxon  Corp.  offered 
a  three-acre  site  to  the  group. 

Again  with  Christian  persistence,  35-single-unit 
apartments  are  scheduled  for  occupancy  this  summer.  The 
units  will  be  barrier  free. 

According  to  Mr.  Graybeal,  residents  who  have  the 
capacity  for  independent  functioning  will  be  helped  to  move 
to  their  own  homes  or  apartments  as  they  become  available. 


A  BETTER  WAY  OF 
LIFE  FOR  PEOPLE 
58  AND  OLDER... 


McKendree  Manor  Towers 
Retirement  Center  offering  you 
security  and  comfort  during  those 
Golden  Years.  Let  us  show  you 
what  you  are  missing.  Write  or 
call  today.  615/889-6990. 

McKendree  Manor  Towers 
4343  Lebanon  Road 
Hermitage,  TN  37076 


the  church  today 


“Pockets”  chosen  as  name  for 
children’s  devotional 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  "Pockets” 
have  been  chosen  by  The  Upper  Room  as 
the  name  of  its  new  devotional  magazine 
for  children,  which  will  begin  publication 
late  this  year. 

Editor  Judith  E.  Smith  said,  "We  went 
to  several  groups  of  children  and  told 
them  we  needed  consultants  to  help  us 
know  what  children  like.  They  had  lots  of 
advice  not  only  about  the  name  but  the 
content,"  she  said.  The  magazine  staff 


Asbury  Seminary 
prepared  me  for 
ministry.” 

—  The  Rev.  Gloria  Burke  Brooks.  M.Div. 
1978.  Pastor,  the  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church.  Wauseon.  OH.. 

"I  knew  that  in  order  to  fulfill  my 
calling  to  United  Methodist  ministry, 
my  Seminary  education  would  have 
to  be  thorough  and  challenging. 

"At  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  I 
found  a  well-balanced  curriculum,  an 
outstanding  faculty,  and  commit¬ 
ments  to  Biblical  authority  and  to  the 
Wesleyan  heritage  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

"I  know  I’m  a  better  pastor  today 
because  I  chose  Asbury  Seminary." 

J~Please  send  more  information  about  Asbury 
I  Theological  Seminary. 

Name  _ _ 

Street  _ _ 


State 


-  Zip_ 


I  Mail  to:  Office  of  Public  Affairs  •  Asbury 
L_ _ Semina ry_*_Wil  m  cjre^  KY_40390 _ 


College  asks  agency  aid 

Black  institution  spent  endowment  debts  pile  up 


plans  to  continue  using  the  children  as 
consultants. 

Pockets  will  begin  with  a  November- 
December  issue  and  will  be  published  11 
times  a  year.  Ms.  Smith  said  the 
magazine  would  be  7  by  9  inches  in  size 
and  would  include  32  colorful  pages  using 
a  lot  of  art,  graphics  and  games. 

Dr.  Nugent  approved  74-26 
to  head  mission  arm 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  -  United 
Methodism’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  elected  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent  by  almost  the  same  margin  as  he 
was  nominated  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  of  which  he  became 
the  chief  executive  last  Monday. 

Harry  Johnson,  head  of  GCOM’s 
elections  committee,  announced  the  final 
tally  from  his  home  here  last  week.  With 
101  of  114  members  mailing  their  ballots 
by  the  May  22  deadline,  the  vote  was  74  in 
favor,  26  against  and  one  abstention.  The 
26  percent  negative  vote  was  slightly 
higher  than  the  24  percent  of  Global 
Ministries’  board  members  who  voted 
against  the  nomination  in  April.  Both 
negative  votes  were  considerably  higher 
than  in  most  UMC  elections  but  not  much 
different  from  recent  votes  for  Global 
Ministries’  chief. 

Publishing  house  honored  as 
largest,  oldest  in  Nashville 

NASHVILLE  (UMPH)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  was 
recently  honored  as  the  oldest  of  the  40 
largest  Nashville  employers  by 
Nashville  Mayor  Richard  H.  Fulton  and 
the  Nashville  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  publishing  house  has  been  located 
in  Nashville  since  1854  and  was  originally 
situated  on  the  county's  courthouse 
square.  It  is  the  official  publisher, 
manufacturer  and  distributor  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  opergtes 
the  largest  church-owned  printing  plant 
in  the  world. 


By  BONITA  DAVIS 
Staff  Writer 

MORRISTOWN,  Term— For  the  second 
time  in  less  than  two  years  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  has  been  called  on  to 
assess  the  needs  of  a  financially  troubled 
church  college  and  to  take  over  interim 
management  of  the  school  in  consulta¬ 
tion  with  its  trustees. 

The  first  college  to  have  trouble  was 
Scarritt  in  Nashville,  which  is  now  back 
on  its  feet. 

Now  Morristown  College,  United 
Methodism’s  only  two-year  school  in  the 
family  of  12  Black  colleges,  is  in  diffi¬ 
culty.  Like  Scarritt,  Morristown  receives 
general  church  funds. 

Key  problems  found  from  TM/UMR 
research  are: 

•The  school  spent  most  of  its  endow¬ 
ment  to  pay  debts. 

•  A  heavy  debt  still  is  owed  to  the  U.S. 
Internal  Revenue  Service  for  income  tax 
withheld  and  to  the  school’s  insurance 
carrier. 

•  The  school  is  operating  at  less  than 
half-capacity  as  it  struggles  to  attract 
out-of-state  blacks  to  a  town  with  a  small 
black  population. 

According  to  the  school’s  accountant 
for  the  past  year,  Richard  H.  McCloskey, 
the  school  had  an  endowment  of  $133,356 
until  recently  but  only  $15,578  remains. 

Attempts  to  find  out  how  the  school’s 
board  of  trustees  liquidated  the  endow¬ 
ment  were  rebuffed  by  the  board’s  fi¬ 
nance  chairman  who  said  he  couldn’t 
make  the  information  public. 

How  important  is  an  endowment  to  the 
life  of  an  educational  institution? 

"An  endowment  is  the  heart  of  an  insti¬ 
tution.  To  liquidate  an  endowment  is  like 
spending  all  the  money  in  your  savings 
account.  It  is  essential  to  the  lifeblood  of 
an  institution,”  said  Lillie  Young  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Frank  Williams 
of  Washington,  D.C.,  chairman  of  the 
school’s  trustees  and  a  member  of  the 
board  for  18  years,  the  college  needs 
money  despite  general  church  support 
through  the  Black  College  Fund  and 
additional  support  from  five  annual  con¬ 
ferences  historically  related  to  the  school 
(Baltimore,  Northern  New  Jersey, 
Southern  New  Jersey,  Holston  and  West 
Virginia.)  The  amounts  were  $337,429  and 
$50,000  respectively  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  McCloskey  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
college  is  operating  in  the  black  this  year 
(1980-1981)  and  will  be  able  to  pay 
current  bills.  "We  do,  however,  have  a 
long  term  debt  of  $360,000,”  he  said.  “It 
costs  approximately  $1.1  million  per  year 
to  run  the  whole  plant.  The  church 
support  that  the  school  received  arid 
government  grants  were  adequate  to 
keep  the  school  going  this  year.  I  don’t 
know  about  the  future  except  that  I  think 
it  is  amazing  that  Morristown  is  still 
here.” 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  Raymon  White 
last  month  —  after  serving  nine  years  as 
the  school’s  president  —  triggered  the 
school’s  trustee  board  request  to  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  to  serve  in  a  consulta¬ 
tive  capacity,  to  assess  the  needs  of  the 
school,  to  assist  in  finding  a  new  presi¬ 
dent  and  to  help  manage  the  college  for 
six  months. 

Morristown  had  a  total  enrollment  of 
approximately  120  students  the  last  two 
years.  Present  facilities  have  the  ca¬ 
pacity  for  250-300  students,  said  Karla 
Snodderly  of  the  registrar’s  staff. 

Ms.  Snodderly  said  enrollment  fell 
when  a  women’s  dorm  burned  down  two 
years  ago  and  limited  the  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  that  the  school  could  take.  Al¬ 
though  the  dorm  has  been  rebuilt,  enroll¬ 
ment  is  still  not  up.  “This  fall  we  are 
hoping  for  150-200  students,”  she  said. 

"Student  enrollment  is  hampered  by 
the  location  of  the  school,”  said  the  Dr. 
F.  Heisse  Johnson,  consultant  for  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Upper  Room 
makes  first 


art  award 


for  the  Holston  UM  Annual  Conference 
and  a  member  of  the  school’s  trustee 
board.  In  his  opinion  low  enrollment  is 
Morristown’s  biggest  problem. 

"Morristown  is  not  a  big  city,  to  say  the 
least  and  it  has  a  very  small  black  popu¬ 
lation.  This  would  turn  off  many  blacks 
who  would  prefer  going  to  a  college  in  a 
metropolitan  area,”  he  said. 

Figures  from  the  registrar’s  office  in¬ 
dicate  that  85  percent  of  the  student  pop¬ 
ulation  comes  from  out  of  state  —  mainly 
from  New  York  and  Georgia. 

"We  also  face  competition  from  the 
local  community  college  (Walter  State 
Community  College)  five  miles  down  the 
road  from  Morristown.  It  costs  far  less  to 
attend  than  our  two-year  private  institu¬ 
tion,”  said  Dr.  Johnson. 

TM/UMR  asked  the  academic  dean  of 
Morristown,  Samuel  Cain,  about 


Morristown’s  purpose  and  mission  as  a 
church-related  school. 

"The  purpose  of  Morristown  is  to 
function  as  a  junior  college  and  to  pre¬ 
pare  its  students  to  enter  a  four-year 
school,”  he  said.  Approximately  65 
percent  of  the  students  go  on  to  senior 
college,  he  added. 

Morristown,  founded  in  1881  by  the 
Freedman’s  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  originally  an  ele¬ 
mentary  and  secondary  school.  In  the 
early  1900s,  it  became  an  industrial  acad¬ 
emy  and  1923  was  reorganized  as  a  junior 
college. 

Morristown  will  continue  to  reach  out 
for  the  mind  and  spirit  of  people  who 
have  the  potential  but  who  because  of 
other  factors  can’t  get  into  school,  Mr. 
Williams  said.  "We  care  for  those  per¬ 
sons  and  we  are  proud  of  our  work.” 


Aaron  Turk  and  his 
sister,  Margi,  ex¬ 
amine  the  remains  of 
their  textbooks  after 
last  month’s  fire 
which  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  the  Red  Bird 
Mission  school.  A 
new  Advance  Special 
account  number 
(773726-1)  and  identi¬ 
fication  (for  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  school  and 
buying  equipment) 
has  been  provided 
for  those  wishing  to 
help. 

CHESTER  CRAMER 


Fire  destroys  school  textbooks 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BEVERLY,  Ky.  -  The  fire  which 
destroyed  United  Methodism’s  Red 
Bird  Mission  school  May  12  is 
expected  to  hurt  even  more  since  the 
Kentucky  State  Board  of  Education 
decided  last  week  to  stop  providing 
free  textbooks  for  public  schools  next 
year. 

This  means  that  in  addition  to 
replacing  library  books  and  audio¬ 
visual  equipment  destroyed  by  the 
fire,  the  school  must  also  replace  all 
of  its  textbooks,  according  to  Rev.  E. 
T.  Ehresman,  executive  director  of 
the  mission. 

The  mission  school  which  enrolls 
260  students  in  grades  1-12,  is 
considered  a  public  school  since  it  is 
operated  through  the  state’s  county 
school  system.  Half  of  the  teachers’ 
salaries  are  paid  by  the  mission  and 
the  other  half  by  county  boards  of 
education. 

United  Methodists  provide 
60  percent  for  the  Red  Bird 


mission  annual  budget. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  is 
trying  to  locate  temporrary  buildings 
or  mobile  classrooms  for  Red  Bird  to 
use  until  completion  of  its  new  school 
buildings  in  August,  1982.  The  state 
has  also  agreed  to  provide  some 
equipment  for  the  school  in  response 
to  the  fire,  but  is  undecided  about 
whether  it  will  help  with  textbooks. 

Contributions  to  help  Red  Bird 
school  should  be  designated  for 
Advance  Special  Account  No.  773726-2 
and  identified  for  "rebuilding  of  the 
school  and  buying  equipment.”  This  is 
a  change  from  the  number  previously 
released. 

The  Rev.  James  Lyles,  who  helps 
cultivate  Advance  (”secong-mile 
giving”)  gifts  for  national  mission 
projects  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  said  funds  sent  to 
the  Advance  account  number 
provided  earlier  will  reach  Red 
Bird  but  that  the  number  was  a 
general  one  and  should  no  longer  be 
used. 


Prayer  asked  for  evangelism  fest 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMNS)  -  Chur¬ 
ches  across  the  nation  are  being  asked  to 
participate  in  a  week  of  "prayer,  con¬ 
fession  and  repentance”  this  week  by 
planners  of  an  American  Festival  of 
Evangelism  to  be  held  here  this  summer. 

More  than  20,000  persons  are  expected 
at  the  July  27-30  festival,  which  is  a 
cooperative  venture  of  about  150 
religious  groups. 

The  week  of  prayer,  ending  on  Pen¬ 
tecost  Sunday,  has  as  its  theme  God’s 
promise  in  2  Chronicles:  "If  my  people 
which  are  called  by  my  name  shall  hum¬ 
ble  themselves  and  pray,  and  seek  my 
face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways, 
then  will  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  will 
forgive  their  sins  and  will  heal  their 
land.” 

United  Methodists  involved  with  the 
festival  include  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt, 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  E. 
Coleman,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary, 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  members  of  the  planning 
committee;  and  the  Rev.  George  G.  Hun¬ 
ter  III,  evangelism  secretary,  General 


Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  a 
member  of  the  program  committee.  Dr. 
Coleman  and  Dr.  Hunter  will  also  be 
leading  core  seminars  during  the 
festival. 


800-527-9373 

IN  TEXAS  COLLECT  214-744-0346 


Bell  &  Howell 

CRS  PRICE  $938.00 

List  $1175.00 

Shlpptd  prepaid  whan  chock  comas  with  ardor. 

A  service  o<  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Cownctt 


NASHVILLE  — 
(UMNS)  —  An 
eight-foot  hard 
maple  sculpture  en¬ 
titled  "Pursuance 
of  Liberty,  To  Over¬ 
come,”  won  the  top 
purchase  prize  of 
$1,000  in  The  Upper 
Room’s  first 
religious  art 
exhibit.  Sculptor 
was  Gary  Francis 
Rizzo,  recent 
graduate  of  Central 
Michigan  Univer¬ 
sity,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
The  competition 
was  open  to  persons 
from  art  depart¬ 
ments  of  United 
Methodist  colleges 
and  students  active 
in  United  Methodist 
campus  ministries 
elsewhere. 

The  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  world 
editor  of  The  Upper 
Room,  said  the 
exhibit  will  be  held 
annually  to 
cultivate  interest  in 
and  encourage 
production  of  con¬ 
temporary  art  with 
religious  meaning. 


"We  raised  $186,000 
in  9  months  despite 
historically  high  interest 
rates  and  inflation" 

—Reverend  R.  Fan  Fossan 
Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church 

Most  of  tho  funds  were  raised  through  sale  of  10%  and  12%  bonds. 
Our  do-it-yourself  fundraising  program  was  prepared  by  our  own 
Finance  Committee  comprised  of  successful  business  and  professional 
people. 

We  will  gladly  share  the  program  with  others  for  a  modest  charge. 
The  kit  contains  everything  you  need:  Bond  Prospectus,  applications, 
sample  certificates,  promotional  materials  and  the  sample  advertise¬ 
ments  and  publications  used  to  advertise  our  bonds  for  sale. 

For  complete  information,  write: 

Randy  E.  VanFossan,  Pastor 
361  Centennial  Court 
Bourbonnais,  Illinois  60914 
or  phone: 

Area  815-932-4011 
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Methodist  curriculum  use  on  the  rise 


NASHVILLE,  Te- 
nn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
number  of  United 
Methodist  churches 
using  at  least  some 
United  Methodist 
curriculum  re¬ 
sources  increased 
eight  percent  be¬ 
tween  1976  and 
1980,  according  to  a 
recently  completed 
survey  conducted 
hv  Li  "  TTnifed 


Methodist  Publishing  House. 

According  to  ministers  surveyed,  92 
percent  of  United  Methodist  churches  now 
use  some  United  Methodist  curriculum 
resources  compared  to  84  percent  in  1976. 

The  1980  survey  included  1,040  church 
school  teachers  taken  from  the 
Cokesbury  Teachers  Mailing  List  and 
1,385  ministers  selected  from  across  the 
country  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
number  of  United  Methodists  in  a  region. 
Of  the  teachers,  608  were  surveyed  by 
mail  and  432  by  telephone.  Of  the 


ministers,  807  were  surveyed  by  mail  and 
578  by  telephone.  Only  ministers  were 
included  in  the  1976  survey. 

The  Rev.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of 
church  school  publications,  said  church 
school  teachers  were  included  in  the  1980 
study  to  get  direct  responses  from  those 
actually  teaching  classes. 

“Among  the  teachers  who  presently 
use  United  Methodist  curriculum 
resources,  75  percent  said  they  thought 
the  resources  contained  sufficient  use 
and  reference  to  the  Bible,”  Watts 
reported.  “The  Curriculum  Resources 


Committee  staff  has  made  a  conscious 
effort  to  include  and  clarify  the  use  of  the 
Bible  in  its  curriculum  resources  and  we 
will  continue  to  do  so.  We  are  pleased 
with  the  positive  response  of  the  teachers 
to  the  editor’s  efforts.” 

The  study  also  revealed  that  the 
church  schoolteacher  is  most  likely  to 
select  the  resources  used  although  the 
church  school  superintendent  and  age 
level  coordinators  are  becoming  more 
involved  in  the  selection  process.  Forty- 
eight  percent  of  the  church 


schoolteachers  are  employed  outside  the 
home. 

Responding  to  a  statement  in  the 
survey  which  said  United  Methodist 
resources  are  easy  to  use  and  teach,  65 
percent  agreed,  17  percent  disagreed  and 
18  percent  had  no  opinion. 

Church  school  teachers  are  the  most 
critical  factor  in  the  life  of  the  church 
school,  according  to  87  percent  of  the 
ministers  surveyed.  Ninety-four  percent 
of  the  ministers  responding  from 
churches  with  an  ethnic  minority 
constituency  of  at  least  10  percent 


reported  that  some  United  Methodist 
resources  are  being  used. 

The  majority  of  ministers  and  teachers 
agree  that  it  is  important  for  United 
Methodists  to  have  a  background  in  the 
history,  heritage  and  beliefs  of  their 
church.  The  study  also  showed 
awareness  of  United  Methodist  Curric-U- 
Shops  by  ministers  has  risen  from  49 
percent  in  1976  to  77  percent  in  1980. 
Curric-U-Shops,  through  a  variety  of 
settings,  are  designed  to  help  local 
church  leaders  use  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources  more  effectively. 
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St. Mark’s  Community 
Center  Dedicates 
Camp  St.  Mark ’s 


St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  Inc., 
announced  the  dedication  of  Camp  St. 
Mark’s  in  Covington,  La.,  on  Saturday, 
May  16. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  occasion 
was  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  area 
Bishop. 

Established  in  1954,  one  of  the  purposes 
of  the  Camp  is  to  provide  summer 
outdoor  recreational  activities  such  as 
hiking,  camping,  and  swimming  to  urban 
youth.  In  addition,  St.  Mark’s  intends  to 
provide  summer  activities  for  youth 
belonging  to  other  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  groups  in  St.  Tammany  and  Orleans 
parishes. 

The  camp  is  also  available  for  retreats 
and  workshops  for  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  groups. 

Camp  St.  Mark’s  is  located  four  miles 
west  of  Covington  on  highway  190.  The 
Camp  was  recently  renovated  with  the 
aid  of  the  United  Way’s  Bynum  Fund. 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  is  a 
project  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
United  Way  for  Greater  New  Orleans. 


Part  of  St.  Mark's  Camp 


Ruston  District  Women  hold  retreat 


The  Ruston  District  United  Methodist  Women  held  the 
Annual  Spring  Retreat  May  8.  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston.  The  Theme  of  the  retreat  was  “Christian 
Family  Life  —  the  way  of  blessing."  Leaders  were  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Myron  C.  Madden  of  New  Orleans.  Madden  is  director  of 
Pastoral  Care,  Southern  Baptist  Hospital.  They  are  both 


counselors  and  the  authors  of  several  books. 

Pictured  from  left  are  Mrs.  John  Maxwell,  District 
Coordinator  for  Christian  personhood;  Mrs.  F.C.  Haley, 
President  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  at  Trinity  church 
and  the  Maddens. 


Phillip  Self  and  Jimmy  Love 


Mt.  Zion  holds 
66  Homecoming 

A  day-long  event  celebrated  the  66 
Homecoming  of  the  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wheeling. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Shaw  of  Centerpoint 
near  Jonesboro  gave  the  message  to  the 
over  100  in  attendance. 

Bob  and  Carline  Grieshaber,  Toni 
Waterman  and  the  Grant  Parish  Gospel 
Singers  provided  music  for  the  day. 

Self  receives 
Love  award 

The  Carrie  P.  Love  Memorial  Award  at 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University  has  been  presented  to  Phillip 
Self  as  the  outstanding  student  for  1980- 


A  new  parsonage  is  under  way  at  the  Raymond  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jennings,  La. 

The  structure,  began  March  31,  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  July  15.  The  cost 
will  be  $72,000  and  will  have  a  total  square  footage  of  2782  feet. 

Pictured  with  the  recently-poured  slab  are  from  left,  (back  row)  Alfred 
Marshall.  Administrative  Building  Chairman;  Harold  Brown.  Finance 
Chairman  and  Edmund  Walker,  Building  Chairman. 

Front  row  included  Anna  Jester,  Treasurer,  Ola  Brown,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  active  members  of  the  church ;  Billie  and  Tom  Logan,  wife  and  pastor. 


St.  Luke  Church  holds 
Special  Easter  egg  hunt 


St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church 
had  an  Easter  Egg  hunt  with  a 
different  twist,  according  to  Dr. 

Charles  Simmons,  pastor. 

Families  were  given  colored  plastic 
eggs  at  the  beginning  of  the  service 
and  were  asked  to  fill  the  eggs  with 
donations  for  The  Good  Samaritan 
offering. 

The  eggs  were  then  hidden  in  the 
sanctuary  and  were  later  brought  to 
the  altar  by  youngsters  taking  part  in 
the  children’s  sermon. 

It  was  a  culmination  of  six  weeks  of 
study  by  the  children  benefitting  from 
the  Good  Samaritan  offering.  The  six 
agencies  include  the  Lafon  Home,  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  the  Peoples 
Community  Center,  the  Retired  Min¬ 
isters  Homes,  the  Pendelton  Memorial  Ef?g  hun*ers  at  St.  Luke  are  from  left  Chris  Simmons.  Jonathan  Taylor  and 
Hospital.  Jeffery  Simmons. 
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Allen  endowment  fund 
Set  for  Centenary 


A  lady  who  never  attended  Centenary- 
College  has  given  the  school  $56,238.66  to 
establish  an  endowment  fund  for  a 
scholarship  to  students  studying  for  a 
church  career. 

The  late  Miss  Agnes  A.  Allen’s  interest 
in  the  ministry  and  in  Centenary’s  Quiz 
Bowl  program  apparently  prompted  the 
gift. 

According  to  her  cousin  and 
administrator  of  the  estate,  Adell  Bowen, 


it  was  stipulated  in  the  will  that  “the 
scholarship  must  go  to  someone 
interested  in  the  ministry  .  ” 

She  added  that  “Miss  Allen  never 
missed  the  Quiz  Bowl  Show  and  I  think 
that’s  probably  why  she  left  the  money  to 
Centenary.” 

Funds  from  the  “Agnes  A.  Allen 
Endowed  Church  Careers  scholarship 
Fund”  will  be  awarded  in  the  fall  of  the 
1982-83  school  year 


81. 

The  award  was  presented  by  Jimmy 
Love,  grandson  of  Carrie  Love. 

Self  is  a  native  of  Bossier  City  and  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
there.  He  is  a  senior  at  Tech,  majoring  in 
Sociology  and  plans  to  enter  the 
seminary  in  preparation  for  the  ministry 
after  his  graduation. 

Previous  offices  held  by  Self  were 
Noonday  Prayer  Co-Chairman  his 
sophomore  year  and  during  his  junior 
year  he  served  as  Deputation  Team 
Chairman. 

He  will  serve  as  president  his  senior 
year. 

He  is  also  vice  president  of  Sigman  Tau 
Delta  English  Honor  Fraternity, 
reporter  for  Sigma  Nu  Fraternity  and 
was  elected  to  the  1981  La  Chainette 
Court. 

He  also  holds  membership  in  Gamma 
Beta  Phi  Honor  Fraternity,  the  Sociology 
Club  and  Mortar  Board. 


Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church  is 
really  on  the  move  with  their  recently 
purchased  12  passenger  van.  With  the 
van  are  from  left  Ken  Posey,  Youth 


Director;  Nancy  Sullivan;  Joe  Lawler. 
Ledland  Sul'ivan  and  the  Rev.  Tom 
Crosby. 
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Personal  Crisis  Survey 

Please  indicate  if  you  have  been  personally  touched,  and  in  what  way,  by  any 
of  the  crisis  situations  listed  below,  by  checking  the  appropriate  blank(s).  Also  ;!• 
indicate  from  what  source  you  sought  and  received  help  in  dealing  with  the 
crisis.  Even  if  you  have  not  been  touched  by  any  of  these  crisis  situations,  your  ¥ 
response  will  contribute  meaningfully  to  the  survey 's  results  The  more  persons 
who  respond,  the  more  representative  the  results  will  be.  If  more  than  one  v 
member  of  your  family  wishes  to  respond,  you  may  make  duplicate  copies  so 
that  each  may  fill  out  an  individual  form .  If  you  have  already  returned  the  same  g 
form  from  Response  magazine,  please  do  not  duplicate  your  response  by  v 
returning  this  form  also.  X 


Survey  results  show 

Church  members  are  not  immune  from 
having  to  face  personal  crisis  experiences 

.:.xcc-:^ccccc^:o:cc.:c<.xcc-v.Xv£'f//’fOrja/  >x:>:vx:::xx::;::v;yx:x:.vx:>::x:: 


Experienced 

myself 


B 

Experienced 

through 

family  member 
or  close  friend 


(Clergy  only) 
Experienced 
through 
pastoral  care 


Crisis  Situation 

ij  l.  Rape  -  -  -  jjjj 

j:  2.  Physical  abuse  by  jjj 

spouse  -  -  -  jjj 

j:  3.  Eraotional/verbal  jjj 

jjj  abuse  by  spouse  -  -  -  ;jj 

jjj  4.  Abuse  of  a  child  -  -  -  :j:j 

ij  5.  Physical  abuse  ij: 

jij  when  a  child  -  -  -  :j:j 

x  6.  Sexual  abuse/incest  j:j: 

£  when  a  child  _  _  _  :j:j 

:j:  7.  Sexual  harassment  j:j: 

j:j  on  the  job  -  -  — = —  jjjj 

8.  Death  of  a  spouse  _  _  _  jj*j 

j:j  9.  Separation  and/or  jjjj 

x  divorce  -  -  -  ij: 

jjj  10.  Imprisonment  -  -  -  5* 

x  li.  Drug  abuse  (includ-  :jj 

jij:  ing  prescription  iji 

jjjj  drugs)  -  -  -  jij 

jij:  12.  Alcohol  abuse  -  -  -  :j: 

ijij  13.  Single  parenthood  -  -  -  j:j 

jij  14.  Death  of  a  child  -  -  -  jij 

:j:  15.  Loss  of  a  body  organ  _  _  _  jjj 

j:i  16.  Homosexuality  -  -  -  jij 

§  17.  Teenage  and/or  iji 

ij:  unmarried  pregnancy  -  -  -  jij 

j:j  18.  Problem  pregnancy  :j: 

jij  (unplanned,  unwanted,  j:j 

:j:  serious  health  hazard,  etc.)  _  _  _  j:j 

x  19.  Abortion  -  -  -  j:j 

iji  20.  Care  of  elderly,  jij 

x  chronically  ill  or  jjj 

iji  handicapped  relative  -  -  -  jjj 

jij  21.  Mental  illness  or  iji 

iji  breakdown  leading  to  jij 

jij  hospitalization  -  -  -  iji 

ij:  22.  Suicide  -  -  -  :j:j 

jij  (attempt)  iji 

jjj  II .  Where  did  you  seek  help?  For  any  crisis  you  experienced  yourself,  indicate  :j: 

jij  from  whom  and/or  through  what  agency  or  organization  you  sought  help :  jjjj 

Crisis  number  Who?  (pastor,  friend,  What  agency?  (Police,  AA,  jiji 
:jjj  (1-22  above)  relative,  etc.)  Family  Services  Dept.,  etc.)  :jjj 

jij  hi.  Feel  free  to  describe  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  any  crisis  you  ex-  jjjj 

X  perienced  yourself,  with  particular  attention  to  the  role  the  church  played.  jjjj 

*  IV.  Also  on  a  separate  sheet,  describe  any  other  crisis  ( besides  1-22  above)  you  j* 

X  have  experienced  which  you  believe  fits  the  definition  of  one  which  was  :j:j 

:j:j  overwhelming,  locked  you  into  an  unwanted  situation  and  created  jjj: 

jx  problems  you  could  not  solve  with  your  regular  resources.  jjjj 

:j:j  V.  Please  provide  the  following  information :  jx 

j:j:  Survey  completed  by :  xj 

ijij  Gender:  Female _ Male _  jjjj 

:•:  Church  relationship!  Lay' _ _ Clergy - _ 

jjjj  Racial/ethnic  identity Black  White _ Asian- American -  jjjj 

jij:  Hispanic/Spanish-speaking  ;;  ”  Native  American/Indian -  jjjj 

.jij k  Age :  19  and  under _ 111  20-35  '  *  '  36-50 _ 51  and  over -  jjjj 

jiji  To  participate  in  the  results  of  this  survey,  fill  out,  clip  and  return  your  jjj 
ijij  response  by  July  1, 1981  to:  Peggy  Halsey,  National  Division,  Room  338,  United  :j: 
jiji  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  jjj 
$  10115.  .  5 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
TM/UMR  Managing  Editor 
A  survey  of  600  United  Methodist  wom¬ 
en  taken  last  summer  suggests  that 
church  women  are  no  more  immune 
than  women  in  the  general  population 
from  such  crisis  experiences  as  rape, 
domestic  violence,  child  abuse,  sexual 
harassment  and  problem  pregnancies. 

A  report  about  the  survey  appears  in 
the  June  issue  of  Response,  the  official 
magazine  of  the  1.2  million  member  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  organization. 

“From  our  preliminary  findings,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  crises  experienced  by 
church  women  are  not  much  different 
from  those  of  women  in  general,”  Peggy 
Halsey,  who  helped  develop  the  survey, 
told  TM/UMR.  “In  some  categories,  the 
percentages  are  somewhat  less,  but  not 
significantly  less.” 

She  said  “the  extent”  to  which  church 
women  have  experienced  these  crises 
“stunned  us  all.”  Ms.  Halsey  heads  the 
Women  in  Crisis  Program  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  Halsey  said  the  survey  was  deve¬ 
loped  when  she  and  other  leaders  noticed 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  concern  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  church  about  women  “out 
there  in  the  community”  who  are  victims 
of  domestic  or  sexual  violence. 

There  was  the  underlying  assumption, 
however,  that  women  in  the  church 
somehow  manage  to  escape  such  trau¬ 
matic  experiences. 

"There  seemed  to  be  no  awareness 
that  women  experiencing  these  kinds  of 
crises  might  actually  be  in  our 
churches,”  she  said. 

The  survey  was  first  taken  among  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  1980  Regional  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission.  Mrs.  Halsey  pointed 
out  that  the  600  participants  in  four 
schools  were  either  top  annual  con¬ 
ference  UMW  officers,  or  lay  and  clergy 
women  who  were  being  certified  to  teach 
mission  studies  later  at  conference 
schools.  Another  70  persons  —  mostly 
male  ministers  —  responded  to  the  sur¬ 
vey  for  a  total  of  670. 

Ms.  Halsey  termed  the  preliminary  fin¬ 
dings  "eye  openers”  and  cited  these 
results  among  those  who  responded : 

•  One  out  of  every  28  women  (3.6%) 
reported  having  been  raped ; 

.  •  Abuse  by  their  husbands  was  reported 
by  16.6%  with  one-fourth  reporting  that 
this  involved  physical  battering; 

•  One  out  of  every  six  (16.6%)  reported 
having  experienced  sexual  harassment 
on  the  job  ; 

•  One  out  of  every  eight  (12.5%)  said 
they  had  experienced  a  problem 
pregnancy  _  (unplanned,  unwanted, 
serious  health  hazard,  abortion,  etc) . 

•  One  out  of  every  eight  ( 12.5% )  had  lost 
a  spouse  through  death; 

•  One  out  of  every  nine  (11%)  had  gone 
through  a  divorce ; 

•  One  out  of  30  (3.3%)  reported  physical 
and/or  sexual  abuse  experiences  when 


they  were  children. 

Ms.  Halsey  wrote  in  Response  that  the 
results  of  the  survey  completed  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy  indicate  that  they 
regularly  see  and  work  with  people  who 
experience  these  and  other  personal 
crises.  Yet  when  asked  during  the 
mission  school  sessions,  most  indicated 
they  had  “no  training”  or  “inadequate 
training  in  seminary”  —  or  since  —  to 
equip  them  for  dealing  with  the  par¬ 
ticular  dynamics  of  these  crises. 

A  surprising  finding  was  that  the 
situations  the  ministers  indicated  seeing 
most  —  divorce,  death,  teenage  pregnan¬ 
cies,  alcohol  abuse  and  loss  of  a  body 
organ  —  were  not  the  crises  the  women 
reported  experiencing  most  frequently. 
While  women  listed  personal  experience 
with  sexual  harassment  on  the  job  and 
family  violence  most  frequently,  these 
were  “least  frequent”  on  the  survey 
reports  from  the  male  clergy  members. 

Ms.  Halsey  said  the  written  descrip¬ 
tions  of  crises  which  accompanied  the 
survey  suggested  reasons  why  this  hap¬ 
pens.  Most  women  who  had  been  raped 
said  they  did  not  tell  their  pastors  or 
church  friends  about  the  rape  because  of 
their  shame  and  the  fear  that  they  would 
be  blamed.  “One  woman  who  did  talk  to 
her  pastor  was  met  with  the  suggestion 
that  she  should  no  longer  hold  an  elected 
leadership  position  in  her  local  church,” 
Ms.  Halsey  reported,  while  adding  that 
dramatically  more  supportive  responses 
occurred  in  other  situations. 

Battered  wives  also  reported  mixed 
results  from  pastoral  counseling.  Some 
reported  pastoral  counseling  which 
helped  them  to  face  the  situation  and  to 
take  responsibility  for  their  own  lives. 
Some  were  told  to  examine  their 
behavior  to  find  out  what  was  causing 
their  husband  to  hit  them;  others  that 
they  should  learn  to  live  with  the 
situation  for  the  sake  of  their  family. 

Most  significantly,  perhaps,  “most 
reported  they  never  told  anyone  from 
their  church  that  the  abuse  existed,”  Ms. 
Halsey  said. 

Ms.  Halsey  said  these  findings  have 
been  shared  with  individuals  and  groups 


Data  sought  to  enhance  church’s 
ministry  to  people  in  crisis 


A  preliminary  survey  taken  last  sum¬ 
mer  revealed  that  United  Methodists 
may  be  touched  by  personal  crisis 
situations  far  more  often  than  many 
church  leaders  had  assumed.  It  also 
suggested  that  the  church  is  not  always 
properly  equipped  to  minister  to  the 
needs  of  its  members  in  such  times  of 
crisis  (see  article  and  survey  form 
elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

This  survey  was  first  conducted  last 
year  as  part  of  the  Women  in  Crisis 
Program  of  our  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Those  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  it  constituted  a  rather  select 
group,  however,  and  the  program’s  spon¬ 
sors  are  anxious  to  see  if  a  similar  survey 
taken  among  a  much  broader  grouping  of 
United  Methodists  will  produce  similar 
—  or  different  —  results. 

The  same  survey  form  used  last  year  is 
being  published  in  the  June  issue  of 
Response  magazine.  Those  responses 
will  provide  a  broader  composite  picture 
than  the  original  survey  of  how  frequen¬ 
tly  church  women  experience  such  crisis 
situations. 

TM/UMR  has  also  agreed  to  publish 
the  survey,  thereby  providing  the  sur¬ 
vey’s  sponsors  with  an  even  broader 
range  of  responses  —  including  not  only  in  our  church 


lay  women,  but  also  laymen  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy. 

We  consider  it  tragic  that  some  per¬ 
sons  within  the  church  apparently  do  not 
feel  they  can  share  feelings  of  deep  per¬ 
sonal  hurt  and  anguish  either  with  their 
minister  or  with  anyone  else  in  their 
congregations.  The  church  cannot  hope 
to  minister  to  the  special  needs  of  its 
members  unless  it  is  aware  of  those 
needs.  The  church  cannot  realistically 
hope  to  be  made  aware  of  such  needs 
unless  it  is  prepared  to  minister  to  them 
sympathetically  and  effectively. 

It  is  our  hope  that  gathering  this  in¬ 
formation  will  assist  church  leaders  in 
determining  some  of  the  unmet  needs  of 
our  church’s  members,  and  in  devising 
ways  to  provide  more  effective  coun¬ 
seling  and  support  ministries  for  persons 
whose  lives  are  rocked  by  personal 
crisis. 

Responses  from  TM/UMR  readers  will 
be  tabulated  and  compared  with  the 
other  responses,  and  a  report  will  be 
issued  in  a  future  issue.  The  cumulative 
survey  findings  will  also  be  shared  in 
various  settings  with  those  responsible 
for  pastoral  counseling  and  continuing 
education  among  members  of  the  clergy 


in  the  church  during  recent  months.  The 
effect  has  been  to  generate  “a  new  deter¬ 
mination  to  make  the  church  a  place 
where  people  feel  free  to  tell  their  stories 
and  where  hurt  and  confused  people  can 
turn  for  comfort,  support  and  strength,” 
she  said. 

Ms.  Halsey  said,  however,  that  the 
original  group  surveyed  does  not  provide 
an  adequate  information  base  from 
which  to  conclude  that  church  women 
and  men  generally  are  experiencing  such 


crises.  The  original  group  was  small  and 
highly  selective  in  its  composition,  which 
could  have  skewed  the  results  significan¬ 
tly. 

Ms.  Halsey  said  she  believes  a  broader 
survey  of  a  more  diverse  group  of  United 
Methodists  would  be  helpful.  While  she 
makes  no  claim  that  either  the  previous 
or  present  results  of  the  survey  would  be 
scientific  in  character,  Ms.  Halsey  said 
they  will  each  offer  useful  insight  into  the 
lives  of  men  and  women  in  the  church. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

God’s  Kingdom  not  built  by  politics 


Here  I  Stand 

We  should  avoid  making  uncritical 
denunciations  of  6 TV  violence 9 


By  GERALD  E.  FORSHEY 
The  Reporter’s  penchant  for  printing 
the  latest  news  from  the  National 
Coalition  Against  Television  Violence 
(NCTV)  should  not  go  unnoticed.  Recen¬ 
tly,  there  were  two  news  stories  and  an 
editorial,  and  another  news  story  less 
than  a  month  later. 

I  have  several  objections  to  NCTV. 
First,  its  leaders  seem  uninterested  in 
why  there  is  so  much  violence  on  televi¬ 
sion,  only  that  there  is.  Recently  I 
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watched  a  movie  on  television  in  which 
one  brother  killed  another,  married  his 
wife,  then  the  son  of  the  murdered  man 
killed  the  wrong  person  thinking  it  was 
his  uncle;  the  daughter  of  the  wrong  per¬ 
son  went  mad  and  his  son  decided  on  ven¬ 
geance  after  she  had  committed  suicide, 
and  the  movie  ended  with  both  young 
men,  the  mother  and  the  uncle  all  dead. 
But  Sir  Laurence  Olivier  played  Hamlet 
so  well,  I  would  hesitate  to  come  out 
against  it. 

I  have  four  objections  in  addition  to 
those  already  cited. 

1.  Methodologically,  the  NCTV’s  ap¬ 
proach  to  television  violence  is  inane  and 
insipid.  When  Moe  hits  Shem  and  Larry 
across  the  head  with  his  hand  in  “Three 
Stooges”  comedies,  is  it  the  same  as  a 
sadistic  rape  scene  on  “Starsky  and 
Hutch”  or  the  crucifixion  scene  in  “Jesus 
of  Nazareth”?  The  Gerbner  methodology 
employed  by  groups  like  the  PTA  and 
NCTV  treat  them  all  the  same. 

2.  Interpretively,  the  NCTV  has  no 
idea  what  aesthetic  filters  are  operating 
in  the  minds  of  the  viewers.  Someone 
watches  a  horror  film  in  which  the  victim 
is  stalked.  Eccentric  camera  angles 
prevail  and  the  lighting  sends  stark 
shadows  across  the  scene.  We  watch  the 
stalker  coming  and  the  fear  on  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  face.  The  perception  of  the  same 
scene  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
stalker  (as  has  been  happening  in  recent 
“geek”  films)  changes  the  whole  experi¬ 
ence.  An  angry  fistfight  in  “The  Hustler” 
is  experienced  in  a  different  manner  than 
the  comic  fistfight  in  “The  Alamo.”  Yet, 
the  NCTV  looks  only  at  what  is  on  the 
screen,  without  examining  the  manner 
and  means  of  presentation.  The  same 
PTA  would  insist  on  firing  a  junior  hi  lit¬ 
erature  teacher  for  the  same  mistake. 

3.  Behaviorally,  the  psychological 
model  is  the  kind  of  thinking  that  turned 
Bethlehem  Hospital  into  Bedlam.  Some 
years  ago,  at  the  Chicago  PTA  hearings 
on  television  and  violence,  one  woman 
described  her  family  watching  “Starsky 
and  Hutch”  with  their  children.  They  had 
recently  had  a  new  baby,  and  their  foster 
son,  after  watching  a  karate  chop  on 
television  mimicked  it  on  the  baby, 
without  touching  the  child.  The  horrified 
parents  at  the  hearings  took  it  as  in¬ 
dicative  of  what  television  does  to 
children.  But  no  one  questioned  why  the 
mother  allowed  her  children  to  watch 
“Starsky  and  Hutch,”  or  about  the  love 


Mr.  Forshey 

she  gave  to  the  “foster”  child,  or  about 
the  sibling  tension  brought  about  by  a 
new  baby,  or  the  anxiety  about  having 
been  abandoned  by  your  real  parents. 
The  social  psychological  model  used  all 
through  that  hearing  was  that  television 
violence  causes  violence  in  the  everyday 
world,  or  insensitivity  to  pain,  or  like 
maladies. 

Of  course,  the  strange  thing  was  that 
most  of  those  people  had  watched 
“Roots”  the  previous  week,  and  found  it 
“meaningful”  and  “a  high  point  on  tele¬ 
vision,”  despite  the  rapes,  whippings,  the 
amputation  of  Kunta  Kinte’s  foot  and 
other  assorted  atrocities.  That  was  “his¬ 
torical  violence,”  one  black  person  said, 
and  everyone  nodded  vehemently.  Try  to 
find  that  on  NCTV’s  instructions  for 
monitoring  television  violence. 

4.  All  this  leads  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  real  agenda  of  NCTV  is  to 
alleviate  the  portrayal  on  television  of 
the  frustrations  felt  about  life  in 
America.  That  is  also  the  hidden  agenda 
of  the  mass  media  in  America.  The  1977 
Chicago  hearings  on  television  violence 
sounded  remarkably  like  the  transcript 
of  the  1906  Chicago  hearings  on  cen¬ 
sorship  of  motion  pictures.  Both  at¬ 
tempted  to  control  the  stimuli  for  fear  of 
its  consequences  on  the  life  of  the  city. 
Now  that  adults  are  terrified  of  teen¬ 
agers— and  that  includes  parents  in  the 
suburbs  as  well  as  in  the  cities— this  kind 
of  movement  occurs. 

In  their  exhaustive  1975  survey  of  the 
papers  and  books  published  on  mass 
media  violence,  Dennis  Howitt  and  Guy 
Cumberbatch  concluded:  ”...  there  is 
little  empirical  evidence  to  implicate  the 
intervening  processes  of  attitude  change, 
identification,  imitation,  triggering,  and 
desensitization  in  the  effects  of  mass 
media  violence.”  (“Mass  Media  Violence 
and  Society”). 

I  have  not  seen  any  intervening  study 
which  would  lead  me  to  any  other  con¬ 
clusion.  I  firmly  agree  with  NCTV  that 
violence  is  a  serious  problem  in  our 
society,  and  I  challenge  it  to  be  some¬ 
thing  more  than  the  1980s  equivalent  of 
the  Know-Nothing  Party— if  for  no  other 
reason  than  the  sake  of  Christ,  the  Victim 
made  Victor. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  E.  Forshey  is  a  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  minister  currently  serving 
on  the  faculty  of  Malcolm  X  College  in 
Chicago  (Northern  Illinois  Conference). 


To  the  Editor : 

Your  May  8  article  headlined 
“Humility  more  fitting  style  for 
Christians  in  politics,”  by  Sharon  Mielke, 
pointed  out  an  obvious  weakness  in 
present-day  Christianity. 

Ms.  Mielke  quoted  the  Rev.  James 
.Wall,  editor  of  the  Christian  Century,  as 
laying  that  “Jerry  Falwell  tells  us  that 
he  is  now  only  doing  what  the  liberal 
preachers  did  for  the  last  20  years.”  This 
is  in  reference  to  political  action  by  the 
“Moral  Majority”  which  has  recently 
been  quite  apparent.  Dr.  Wall  says  that 
Christianity  is  now  dividing  up  into  four 
“political  parties.” 

It  would  seem  that  too  many  people  are 
trying  to  build  the  Kingdom  of  God  by 
political  action,  with  resulting  “tower  of 
Babel”  confusion  and  division. 

Jesus  considered  using  political  power 
hundreds  of  years  ago  —  it  was  one  of  the 
three  temptations  at  the  beginning  of  His 
ministry  —  and  rejected  it.  He  did  not  try 
to  make  people  good,  happy,  or  free  by 
seeking  high  offices  for  himself  or  his 
favorite  sons,  or  passing  more  laws  or 
getting  more  appropriations  made.  His 
appeal  was  personal,  directly  to  the 
human  heart. 

Jesus  said,  “He  who  takes  the  sword 
shall  perish  by  the  sword,”  so  we  may  in¬ 
fer  that  “He  who  takes  political  clout  will 
perish  by  political  clout.” 

Let  us  hope  that  all  “liberal”  and  “anti- 
liberal”  Christianity  will  soon  perish, 
and  that  Christians  will  unite  in  fighting 
their  common  enemy  instead  of  one 
another.  Desma  H.  Galway 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Christians  should  oppose 
CIA  use  of  missionaries 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  ask  that  you  urge  your  readers 
to  write  their  Congressmen  opposing  the 
recommendations  that  have  been  made 
to  Congress  that  the  CIA  be  allowed  to 
make  use  of  missionaries  in  gathering  in¬ 
telligence  data.  Those  of  us  who  are 
missionaries  seek  to  serve  Christ,  and 
not  as  instruments  of  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  —  no  matter  how  much  we  love  our 
country. 

As  Caesar’s  wife,  we  must  be  above 
suspicion.  Even  the  innuendo  of  some 
possible  use  of  missionaries  by  the  CIA 
is  disastrous  for  our  ministry  as  “am¬ 
bassadors  of  reconciliation”  and  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  gospel. 

Such  a  policy  would  also  make  of 
missionaries  more  attractive  targets  of 
international  terrorism.  Every  terrorist 
kook  in  the  Third  World  would  consider 
themselves  heroic  and  justified  in  kid¬ 
napping  and  assassinating  missionaries 
as  has  already  happened  in  Columbia. 

For  myself,  martyrdom  is  not  par¬ 
ticularly  appealing,  but  should  it  come,  I 
would  hope  it  would  be  because  I  had 
been  a  witness  to  Christ,  and  not  because 
someone  mistook  me  for  a  CIA  informer. 

David  C.  White 
Mexico  City,  Mexico 

This  chaplain  feels 
‘supported’  by  conference 

To  the  Editor: 

Joyce  Hopkins’  article  headlined 
“Chaplains  air  feelings  of  isolation, 
anger  with  UMC”  (TM/UMR,  May  1) 
presented  a  pretty  one-sided  view  of 
chaplains  and  their  relationships  with 


the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference  has 
supported  me  throughout  my  ministry  as 
a  chaplain.  At  times  I  have  felt  isolated, 
but  it  certainly  wasn’t  the  fault  of  my  an¬ 
nual  conference.  They  have  encouraged 
me  time  after  time  not  only  with  prayers 
and  emotional  support,  but  with  money 
for  my  continuing  education.  When  I 
retire,  I  plan  to  go  back  there  and  I' hope  I 
do  get  a  small  church. 

As  a  chaplain  I  have  moved  about  a  bit. 
My  present  assignment  places  me  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  The  Charles¬ 
ton  district  superintendents  have  cer¬ 
tainly  welcomed  us  and  made  us  a  part  of 
the  church  here.  I  have  learned  that  if  I 
roll  up  my  sleeves  wherever  I  go,  my  fel¬ 
low  United  Methodist  pastors  will  put  me 
to  work  and  help  me  to  feel  at  home. 

I  do  feel  that  some  United  Methodists 
may  see  only  our  salaries  as  chaplains, 
and  not  the  ministry  we  do.  We  could  im¬ 
prove  our  relationship  with  our  annual 
conferences  by  educating  them  to  the 
types  of  ministry  we  perform.  Chaplains 
have  a  lot  to  offer  a  church— we  minister 
in  crisis  settings,  across  racial  lines,  and 
truly  across  denominational  lines. 

John  W.  Shafer 
Charleston,  South  Carolina 
Prayer  for  Atlanta  children 

To  the  Editor: 

We  had  a  recent  prayer  meeting  at  the 
Emmanuel  UMC  in  Philadelphia  for  the 
slain  children  of  Atlanta.  While  I  was 
there,  God  gave  me  this  poem  and 
prayer: 

FOR  THE  CHILDREN  OF  ATLANTA 
Lord,  I  am  praying  for  the  children  of 
Atlanta. 

Lord,  I  am  praying. 

Lord,  I  am  crying  for  the  children  of 
Atlanta. 

Lord,  I  am  crying. 

Lord,  I  am  pleading  for  the  children  of 
Atlanta. 

Lord,  I  am  pleading. 

Lord,  I  am  fasting  for  the  children  of 
Atlanta. 

Lord,  I  am  fasting. 

Lord,  I  love  the  children  of  Atlanta. 

Lord,  I  love  them. 

Lord,  I  am  praying,  crying,  pleading, 
fasting,  loving  the  children  of  Atlanta. 
Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  you  in 
your  ministry  of  the  printed  word. 

Lovern  C.  Bickel  Jr. 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Why  not  also  ‘eliminate 

waste’  of  military  spending 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  you  for  your  May  15 
editorial  on  the  massive  increase  in  our 
nation’s  military  spending,  and  also  for 
Spurgeon  Dunnam ’s  column  concerning 
his  trip  to  China. 

What  bothers  me  about  the  massive  in¬ 
crease  in  military  spending  is  that  we 
never  hear  of  any  investigations  to  see 
how  much  the  budget  could  be  reduced 
by  eliminating  waste,  fraud,  and 
cheating  in  the  Pentagon.  We  just  hear 
about  such  in  other  departments  of 
government. 

I  hope  all  United  Methodists  who 
believe  the  truths  stated  in  your  editorial 
will  make  their  concerns  known  to  their 
legislators. 

Mr.  Dunnam’s  China  column  showed  a 
great  sensitivity  to,  and  compassion  for, 
other  cultures.  This  is  somethir  ve  all 


need  to  cultivate.  Ruth  L.  Harder 

Austin,  Texas 

The  witness  of  Chinese 
Christians  is  inspiring 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  returned  from  hosting  a 
tour  group  to  China.  Mr.  Dunnam ’s'ar-^ 
tide  on  China  in  the  May  15  issue  was;- 
superb!  His  analysis  of  Chinese  society,!; 
and  the  work  of  the  Christian  Church  in  . 
China,  find  at  least  99  percent  agreement 
with  me.  The  work  of  our  Lord  must  be!; 
done  by  the  Chinese  Christians  and  not!; 
by  a  new  crop  of  foreign  ambassadors.  I; 

We  attended  a  worship  service  in. 
Nanjing.  It  was  most  inspiring  to  blend 
our  spirits  with  these  dynamic  Chris¬ 
tians!  The  sermon  was  given  by  a 
woman  minister.  Her  topic,  “The 
Feeding  of  the  Five  Thousand”  was  truly 
biblical,  most  inspiring  and  challenging. 
She  used  as  her  text  “Man  shall  not  live 
by  bread  alone”  (Matthew  4:4)  ex¬ 
plaining  how  the  Chinese  people  had 
more  food,  shelter  and  clothing  than  at 
any  period  in  their  history.  But  it  takes 
more  than  materialism  to  satisfy  the 
total  needs  of  human  beings.  Christ  has 
this  “plus”  to  offer  to  all  of  us,  which  will 
nourish  our  souls,  direct  our  lives  and 
guide  us  in  fruitful  Christian  service,  she 
said. 

After  the  service,  our  party  had  an  in¬ 
terview  with  one  of  the  ministers,  who 
was  a  native  Chinese  and  ordained  as  a 
Methodist  minister.  After  the  foreigners 
were  driven  out  of  China  by  the  com¬ 
munists,  he  remained  a  witness  for 
Christ  to  his  fellow  Chinese.  Now,  he 
works  40  hours  weekly  in  an  electronics 
factory,  but  he  gives  more  than  40  hours 
weekly  in  Christian  service  for  his  Lord 
and  Savior  without  any  financial  com¬ 
pensation.  I  couldn’t  help  wondering, 
“How  many  American  Christians  work 
40  hours  weekly  for  Christ  without  any 
compensation?”  Howard  Daulton 

Santa  Rosa,  California 

TM/UMR  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

As  President  of  the  First  UMC  Men’s 
Organization  in  Ocala,  Florida,  I  recen¬ 
tly  started  receiving  the  Reporter  and 
have  enjoyed  reading  its  articles. 

I  was  particularly  interested  in  your 
editorial  in  the  April  10  issue  headlined 
“The  most  reliable  view  of  reality  is  one 
grounded  in  biblical  faith,”  because  of  its 
apparent  unbiased  and  Christian  attitude 
towards  the  situation  in  El  Salvador. 

Thank  you  for  including  me  in  your 
subscription  list.  I  wish  it  were  possible 
for  each  practicing  United  Methodist  to 
receive  your  publication. 

Keith  Knorr 
Ocala,  Florida 


CLASSIFIED 


PLAN  TO  ATTEND  the  Good  News  Convo 
"Christ  Above  All:  Getting  In  Touch  with  our 
Wesleyan  Heritage.''  Major  addresses.  Information- 
packed  seminars,  Bible  Bowl  for  children.  Low  cost 
housing  on  campus  for  the  whole  family.  July  20-23, 
1981.  Grove  City,  Penn.  For  information  write  308 
East  Main  St.,  Wilmore,  KY  40390 


FULL  TIME  ASSOCIATE,  with  specialty  in  youth 
ministries,  seminary  graduate  Good  salary  plus 
furnished  home.  Send  resume  to  the  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dr  Henry  Blount,  10230 
Mollylea  Drive.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  Pastoral  Care 
Services,  Billings  Deaconess  Hospital,  Billings, 
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Moving  days  happier  as  pastor ,  church  deal  with  stress 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

It’s  that  time  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  when  hundreds  of  congre¬ 
gations  are  changing  ministers  as  a 
result  of  annual  conference  appoint¬ 
ments. 

Many  congregations  may  find  the 
transition  easier  and  more  pleasant 
this  year  because  several  local  churches 
and  annual  conferences  are  dealing  de¬ 
liberately  with  the  stress  that  moving 
places  on  ministers,  according  to 
several  sources. 

“The  majority  of  ministers  don’t 
grieve  well  their  loss  of  old  congrega¬ 
tions,”  Roy  Oswald  told  TM/UMR.  He 
said  research  by  the  Alban  Institute  in 
Washington,D.C.  showed  that  ministers 
tend  to  bottle  up  their  emotions  about 
leaving  behind  their  support  system  of 
friends,  colleagues  and  an  established 
relationship  with  a  congregation. 

And  when  the  minister  suffers,  the 
new  congregation  suffers,  said  the 
Rev.  David  Follansbee,  program 
director  of  the  Northern  New  Jersey 
Annual  Conference. 

A  minister  who  hasn’t  come  to  grips 
with  the  stress  of  moving  can  uncon¬ 
sciously  do  some  fairly  irrational  things 
to  compensate  for  the  feeling  of  being 
stripped  of  security,  Mr.  Follansbee  said. 


For  example,  he  said,  a  congre¬ 
gation  may  come  to  church  the  first 
Sunday  and  hear  a  new  minister  pledge 
allegiance  to  democratic  decision 
making  only  to  find  on  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  that  the  minister  has  moved  the 
altar  and  changed  the  order  of  worship 
without  consulting  anyone. 
Congregations  can  help 

Sensitive  congregations  can  help  a 
lot  in  the  way  they  welcome 
ministers.  For  instance,  the  lay 
leaders  in  the  Bloomington,  Ill.,  West 
Olive  and  Hudson  Charge  removed 
nearly  all  the  tension  for  the  Rev. 
David  L.  H.  Innis  Jr.  when  he  arrived 
there  in  1979,  the  minister  recently 
wrote  in  the  Central  Illinois  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 

“The  first  week,  my  soon-to-be- 
married  wife,  Peggy,  and  I  were  in¬ 
vited  to  a  light  supper  and  get- 
acquainted  event  at  the  home  of  the 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  chairperson, 
Feme  Cox. 

“I  expected  a  nice  gathering  where 
I  would  meet  a  bunch  of  people  and  be 
deluged  with  names  and  faces  I  would 
have  to  spend  a  year  trying  to  put 
together  in  my  mind.  Not  so!  ” 

Instead,  the  new  minister  and  his 
fiancee  enjoyed  an  intimate  meal  with 
Mrs.  Cox  and  her  husband  who  shared 


a  little  church  history. 

Afterwards,  the  chairwoman  of  the 
administrative  board  arrived  and 
spent  10  minutes  orientating  Mr.  Innis 
and  explaining  a  folder  of  written 
material.  The  next  five  minutes  were 
devoted  to  a  general  discussion  in¬ 
volving  everybody  present  at  that 
time. 

“Next  came  the  council  on 
ministries  chairperson  and  spouse. 
The  same  routine  followed  .  .  .  This 
continued  until  I  had  met  every  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  church. 

“The  procedure  worked!  Every  15 
minutes  a  new  person  showed  up  .  .  . 
All  gained  a  picture  of  the  new 
minister,  and  I  acquired  a  meaningful 
connection  with  each  person.  I  felt  as 
though  I  had  been  in  the  church  for 
two  months!” 

Sessions  for  ministers 

Congregations  can’t  take  care  of  all 
problems,  though,  Mr.  Oswald  in¬ 
dicated.  The  Alban  Institute  provides  a 
Pastoral  Start-Up  program  which  can 
be  undertaken  by  groups  of  relocated 
ministers  who  meet  regularly  to  iden¬ 
tify  and  relieve  points  of  stress  in¬ 
volved  in  moving. 

The  Northern  New  Jersey  con¬ 
ference  began  the  relocation  training 
program  in  some  districts  after  annual 


conference  last  year.  Relocated  mini¬ 
sters  found  they  appreciated  the  support 
of  the  regular  meetings  so  much  that 
they  have  continued  the  meetings  long 
after  the  start-up  program  was  finished, 
a  conference  spokesman  reported. 

This  year,  each  district  in  the  con¬ 
ference  started  the  program  before 
annual  conference.  Most  ministers  ex¬ 
pecting  new  appointments  par¬ 
ticipated. 

The  Central  New  York  conference 
has  been  doing  that  for  some  time  un¬ 
der  the  guidance  of  the  Rev.  Vernon 
Lee,  conference  program  director, 
who  helped  create  the  program,  Mr. 
Oswald  said. 

“The  most  comprehensive  program 
is  in  the  Iowa  conference,’’  Mr. 
Oswald  said.  “For  two  and  a  half 
years,  they’ve  had  a  trained  counselor 
in  each  district  do  12-hour  programs" 
to  help  ministers  properly  say  good¬ 
bye  to  a  church  and  24-hour  programs 
to  help  them  start  up  at  the  next  ap¬ 
pointment. 

“If  you  close  well  with  the  old 
congregation,  there  is  less  temp¬ 
tation”  to  want  to  go  back.  He  said  he 
tells  ministers  it  is  proper  to  maintain 
some  friends  in  the  old  congregation 
so  long  as  the  relationship  ceases  to  be 
pastoral  in  nature. 


Mr.  Oswald  just  completed  two-day 
training  sessions  each  for  ministers  in 
the  North  Texas  and  Central  Texas 
conferences  who  are  relocating  this 
year.  About  50  ministers  attended 
each.  “That’s  a  good  thing  about 
United  Methodists;  they  tend  to  all 
move  at  once  so  you  can  have  joint 
training  sessions. 

What  do  I  need  this  for? 

“You  encounter  a  lot  of  hostility 
from  ministers  in  the  sessions.  They 
say,  “I’ve  been  moving  for  years. 
What  do  I  need  this  for?”  But 
after  two  or  three  hours,  most  find 
they  have  a  lot  to  learn. 

“Our  research  shows  that  all  us  tend  to 
repeat  the  same  mistakes  and  back 
ourselves  into  the  same  corners  at  the 
new  church  as  we  did  at  the  previous 
one.  We  need  someone  to  force  us  to 
find  our  mistakes  and  examine 
them,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Oswald  said  the  appointment 
system  in  which  a  bishop  keeps  all 
pulpits  filled  has  its  advantages, 
especially  because  congregations 
don’t  panic  when  a  pastor  moves. 

But  the  Alban  official  is  critical  of 
how  quickly  United  Methodist  move 
from  one  congregation  to  another.  It  is 
too  traumatic  for  a  minister  to  go 
through  the  emotionally  wrenching  fare¬ 


well  sermon  one  week  and  then  step  into  a 
new  pulpit  the  next,  he  said.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  a  congregation  ought  to 
have  a  little  time  to  feel  its  own  iden¬ 
tity  apart  from  a  pastor,  he  said 

He  advises  that  a  relocating 
minister  take  a  short  vacation  or  sab¬ 
batical  while  guest  speakers  fill  the 
pulpit  of  their  new  church  for  a  few 
weeks. 

The  United  Methodist  appointment 
system  likely  will  not  allow  the  three- 
month  buffer  that  probably  is  best  for 
a  congregation  and  is  common  in  other 
denominations,  Mr.  Oswald  said.  But, 
he  added,  there  should  be  room  for 
some  changes. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Sanford  of  At¬ 
water,  Calif.,  points  out  that  United 
Methodist  ministers  can  create 
something  of  a  buffer  now  without 
having  to  wait  for  denominational  ac¬ 
tion.  Writing  in  the  Circuit  Rider 
magazine  for  UM  ministers,  he  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  has  found  it  helpful  to 
have  a  guest  speaker  his  first  Sunday 
in  a  new  church  so  he  can  sit  with  his 
family  in  the  midst  of  the 
congregation  and  experience  worship 
as  it  does.  He  used  the  time  he  would 
have  spent  the  week  prior  in 
preparing  a  sermon  to  personally 
phone  every  member  in  the  church. 


In  giving,  membership 


‘Mainline’ churches  lag 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  “Mainline” 
Protestant  membership  continued  to 
shrink  in  1979  while  financial  giving  to 
these  churches  lagged  behind  inflation, 
according  to  the  latest  church  yearbook. 

Membership  in  all  U.S.  churches 
remained  relatively  unchanged,  rising 
by  only  80,914,  or  0.06  percent  to  a  total  of 
133,469,690  in  1979.  But  in  each  of  the 
previous  two  years  church  membership 
swelled  by  roughly  0.7  percent. 

Continuing  the  pattern  of  more  than  a 
decade,  most  of  the  losses  occurred 
among  the  ecumenical  Protestant 
denominations,  while  the  conservative 
evangelical  ones  tended  to  grow. 

And  for  the  first  time  in  five  years,  the 
1979  inflation  rate  of  11.3  percent  con¬ 
sumed  the  8.8  percent  increase  in  finan¬ 
cial  contributions  to  10  “mainline” 
Protestant  denominations. 

These  statistics  appeared  in  the  recent¬ 
ly  released  1981  Yearbook  of  American 
and  Canadian  Churches,  published  an¬ 


nually  by  Abingdon  Press  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  The  mem¬ 
bership  and  financial  statistics,  supplied 
by  the  denominations  themselves,  all  ap¬ 
ply  to  1979,  the  latest  year  for  which  they 
were  available  when  the  yearbook  was 
being  written. 

“It’s  going  to  be  very  difficult  for  the 
churches  to  expand  or  even  maintain 
existing  programs  in  the  face  of  rising 
fuel  and  main  costs,  salaries  and  the 
rest,”  said  the  NCC’s  yearbook  editor 
Constant  Jacquet.  “All  the  major  com¬ 
munions  face  serious  challenges  in  find¬ 
ing  new  ways  to  economize  and  to  raise 
money.” 

The  1981  church  yearbook  also  contains 
Gallup  polls  showing  that  52  percent  of 
Roman  Catholics,  40  percent  of 
Protestants  and  20  percent  of  Jews  at¬ 
tended  worship  services  during  a  typical 
week  in  1979.  The  average  for  all 
Americans  was  40  percent,  down  one  per¬ 
cent  from  the  previous  two  years. 


Membership  Changes 


United  Presbyterian 

United  Church  of  Christ 

United  Methodist 

Lutheran  Church  in  America 

Lutheran  Missouri  Synod 

Catholic 

Episcopal 

Southern  Baptist 

Mormon 


(from  beginning  of  1979 
to  beginning  of  1980) 


Man  leads  double  life 


He  heals  bodies  and  souls 


By  PAT  TIMBERLAKE 
MORRISTOWN,  Tenn.  -  Dr.  E.  Gene 
Lynch  is  a  busy  family  physician  here. 
Dr.  E.  Gene  Lynch  is  also  the  busy  pastor 
of  Russellville  United  Methodist  Church. 
An  unusual  combination. 


Missourians  bring  bricks  to  conference 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTQN 
Staff  Writer 

FAYETTE,  Mo.  —  A  small  but  rapidly 
growing  church  asked  members  of  the 
Missouri  East  Annual  Conference  to  land 
like  a  ton  of  bricks  at  Central  Methodist 
College  here  last  week.  A  new  parsonage 
could  depend  on  it. 

Members  of  St.  Luke's  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  a  black  congregation  serving 
the  Hayti  and  Hayti  Heights  area  of 
Missouri’s  “Bootheel,”  asked  each  of  the 
conference’s  400  churches  to  donate  40 
new  or  used  red  bricks  for  construction  of 
the  church’s  new  parsonage.  The  churches 
were  asked  to  bring  their  bricks  to  the 
campus  during  conference.  An  estimated 
16,000  bricks  are  needed. 

The  idea  for  the  brick  drive  was 
developed  by  Creative  Ministries  Direc¬ 
tor  Mel  West  and  Poplar  Bluff-Sikeston 


District  Superintendent  Paul  Schlapbach. 

Groundbreaking  for  the  new  parsonage 
is  tentatively  set  for  the  last  week  in  June. 

“We  thought  (the  brick  drive)  would  be 
a  good  way  to  draw  some  attention  to  this 
church,”  Mr.  Schlapbach  said.  “This  is  a 
very  worthwhile  project  for  a  church 
which  has  enormous  potential.” 

Since  the  Rev.  Tecumshea  S.  Holmes 
came  on  as  the  full-time  minister  last 
September,  St.  Luke’s  membership  has 
steadily  increased  from  20  to  36  persons, 
Mr.  Schlapbach  said. 

“The  surrounding  community  has  a 
population  of  about  2,000  black  residents, 
and  there  are  no  other  major  churches 
serving  that  area.  The  potential  for  the 
growth  of  the  church  is  definitely  there," 
he  added. 

St.  Luke’s  members  hope  to  move  Mr. 
Holmes,  his  wife  and  their  two  children 


out  of  a  rented  parsonage  and  into  their 
new  home  in  late  September  or  early  Oc¬ 
tober,  Mr.  Schlapbach  said. 

Bricks  donated  at  the  conference  were 
stacked  at  a  visible  spot  on  the  college 
campus.  Members  preferring  not  to  haul 
bricks  to  conference  were  asked  to  sub¬ 
stitute  a  gift  of  $10,  the  approximate  cost 
of  the  bricks,"  Mr.  Schlapbach  said. 

Transportation  of  bricks  from  the  cam¬ 
pus  to  the  construction  site  has  already 
been  volunteered.  Mr.  Schlapbach  said 
he  is  hoping  other  aspects  of  the  con¬ 
struction,  such  as  installation  of  electrical 
wiring  and  plumbing  also  will  be  donated. 

A  local  carpenter/builder  and  volun¬ 
teer  workers  will  erect  the  structure  un¬ 
der  the  supervision  of  an  appointed  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Luke’s.  Youth  volunteers  from 
summer  camps  in  the  area  will  also  lend 
a  hand. 


GENESIS 
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See  exactly  what  the  four  new  adult  resources  can  do  for  your 
church  school— with  The  Adult  Sampler. 

•  Each  study  meets  specific  needs  of  adults  who  want  to  learn 
more  about  the  Bible,  themselves,  their  responsibility  to 
society,  and  the  help  available  to  them  in  the  Scriptures. 

•  The  Adult  Sampler  allows  you  to  look  at  these  new  resources 
free  if  returned  for  credit  within  45  days  of  the  date  you  order 
it.  Either  way,  you  can  keep  the  Intro  80’s  Publicity  Packet. 

The  Sampler  contains: 

Faith  Meets  Life:  study  book  for  teacher  and  student 

Ages  and  Stages — Christian  Adulthood:  study  book  for  teacher 
and  student 

Genesis  to  Revelation  Series:  book  1  (Genesis)  for  teacher 
book  1  (Genesis)  for  student 

Books  of  the  Bible:  A  Survey  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments: 
student  book,  cassette  for  one  session,  descriptive  leaflet  which 
includes  one  session  from  leader’s  guide 

Use  Guide:  information  about  each  of  the  four  new  studies  plus 
hints  for  using  publicity  materials 

Intro  80’s  Publicity  Packet:  pamphlet  on  starting  new  classes, 
poster,  suggested  articles  for  church  newsletters,  repros  of  the  Intro 
80’s  logo,  and  more 

Pick  up  your  Adult  Sampler  today  at  your  nearby  Cokesbury 
Bookstore  or  order  from  the  Regional  Service  Center  serving 
your  area. 


Sales  tax  il  applicable  ana  transportation  extra 


s  subject  to  change 


_ _ ~ 
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Many  things  influenced  Dr.  Lynch  to 
bring  him  to  this  place.  While  recuper¬ 
ating  from  a  severe  heart  attack  in  1974, 
Dr.  Lynch  began  taking  a  four-year  the¬ 
ological  extension  course  sponsored  by 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  addition  to  studying  theology,  Dr. 
Lynch  became  active  in  the  local  Gideon 
camp  —  at  a  time  when  he  was  supposed 
to  be  cutting  back  on  activities.  In  1979 
he  participated  in  a  Gideon  Extension- 
Action  (mission  project)  in  Chile. 

Then  the  district  superintendent 
talked  with  Dr.  Lynch  about  his  going  to 
Russellville  UMC  as  a  lay  speaker  and 
assisting  the  circuit  pastor. 

The  156-year  old  Russellville  Church 
was  on  a  circuit  with  four  other  churches. 
For  this  reason,  pastoral  leadership  had 
been  limited.  Dr.  Lynch  explained  that 
what  really  intrigued  him  in  the  situation 
was  that  his  preaching  would  enable  the 
circuit  pastor  to  finish  his  education. 

At  first,  Dr.  Lynch  undertook  to  preach 
two  Sunday  mornings  each  month.  Soon, 
however,  he  realized  the  need  for  more 
services  at  Russellville  and  began 
having  weekly  Sunday  morning  and  Sun¬ 
day  evening  worship.  Then  Wednesday 
evening  Bible  study  was  added. 

The  church  building  has  been  refur¬ 
bished.  A  new  baptismal  font,  a  piano,  and 
an  organ  were  given. 

Since  Dr.  Lynch  has  served  as  pastor, 
membership  in  the  church  has  grown 
from  52  to  80.  Of  the  new  members,  11 
were  received  on  profession  of  their 
faith. 

A  new  Sunday  School  class  has  been 
organized.  World  Hunger  has  become  a 
concern  of  the  congregation. 

Dr.  Lynch  accepts  no  salary  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  as  pastor.  However,  Russellville 
continues  to  pay  its  share  of  the  circuit 
pastor’s  salary.  “I’m  a  tent-maker,  and 
rather  proud  of  it  too,"  Dr.  Lynch  ex¬ 
plains.  “God  has  allowed  me  the 
privilege  of  working.  I  would  either  prac¬ 
tice  medicine  or  preach  for  a  living  to 
pay  my  bills,  and  then  do  the  other  work 
free.” 

Pat  Timberlake  is  an  active  member  of 
First  UMC.  Morristown,  a  free-lance 
writer  and  member  of  the  faculty  at 
Walters  State  Community  College. 


Churches  swing  into  action 

Atlanta  crisis  continues 


Dr.  E.  Gene  Lynch,  the  doctor,  consults  with  a  patient  at  his  Morristown.  Tenn. 
office.  Dr.  Lynch,  the  minister,  provides  spiritual  healing  as  pastor  of  the  Russellville 
United  Methodist  Church.  chuck  hall  photo 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ATLANTA  —  Where  no  children’s 
programs  have  existed,  vacation  Bible 
schools  will  emerge  this  summer  at 
United  Methodist  churches  in  or  near 
poor  neighborhoods  here. 

Where  churches  have  tended  to  be  open 
only-on-Sunday,  doors  will  be  flung 
open  in  week-long  ministries  for  the  in¬ 
ner-city  youth  terrorized  by  the  string  of 
murders  here. 

Fifteen  UM  churches  —  mostly  small 
and  black  in  strategic  locations  —  are  the 
focus  of  United  Methodists’  efforts  this 
summer  in  response  to  the  crisis. 

The  UMC’s  North  Georgia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  has  asked  every  congregation  to 
give  more  than  $100,000  to  run  summer 
programs  at  the  15  churches.  Volunteers 
also  are  being  requested  from  the  other 
congregations.  Offerings  were  taken 
throughout  the  conference  the  last  two 
Sundays.  Several  thousand  dollars 
already  were  available  from  con¬ 
tributions  of  United  Methodists  in  other 
states. 

The  ambitious  program,  planned 
primarily  by  the  bishop  and  leaders  of 
the  15  churches,  has  generated  some  fric¬ 
tion  between  United  Methodists  and 
other  denominations.  All  other  religious 
groups  are  concentrating  their  efforts  on 
ecumenical  “clusters"  of  the  Christian 
Council  of  Metropolitan  Atlanta,  said  the 
Rev.  Don  Newby,  council  director. 

UMs  create  friction 

Although  the  UM  conference  is  sup¬ 
porting  the  clusters  (10  percent  of  the 
special  offerings  go  to  the  Christian 
Council),  it  is  the  only  denomination  that 
is  running  a  full-scale,  separate 
program.  Mr.  Newby  believes  UMS 
probably  would  accomplish  more  if  they 
would  fully  commit  themselves  to  work 
with  the  other  churches. 

More  than  100  congregations  in  Atlanta 
have  formed  clusters  of  four  churches  — 
different  in  denomination,  race,  size, 
geographic  location  and  economic  class 
—  in  the  last  two  months  to  work  in  poor 
neighborhoods. 

Seven  United  Methodist  churches  are 
participating  in  the  clusters. 

For  the  children  in  at  least  20  public 
housing  projects,  cluster  volunteers  will 
provide  safety,  recreation,  jobs  and 
tutoring.  There  will  be  storytelling,  food 
and  arts  and  crafts. 

The  clusters  are  moving  into  housing 
projects  only  at  the  request  of  the  ten¬ 
ants’  associations  according  to  the  coor¬ 
dinator,  the  Rev.  Bob  Bevis. 

“There  is  no  conflict  between  ours  and 
the  Christian  Council  program,”  Bishop 
Joel  D.  McDavid  told  TM/UMR.  “We 
started  (planning)  this  project  long 
before  the  Christian  Council  got  into 
tKic  ”  He  said  he  feels  a  lot  of  the  support 


this.”  _ rr—. 

from  United  Methodist  churches  would 
have  been  lost  if  the  conference  had 
switched  programs  mid-stream  in  the 
planning. 

UM  goals  told 

Some  of  the  conference’s  goals  are  the 
same  as  the  Christian  Council’s  and 
some  may  be  a  bit  different,  said  the 
Rev.  H.  Dan  Rice,  director  of  the  con¬ 
ference  council  on  ministries.  He 
described  the  UM  goals : 

•  Respond  to  the  crisis  needs  of 
children  in  the  inner  city. 

•  Provide  some  biblical  instruction  to 
the  children.  “We  re  not  interested  in 
just  providing  playground  equipment. 


Votes  fall  short;  NY  merger  fails 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  —  Although  the  plan 
to  merge  the  Northern  and  Central  New 
York  United  Methodist  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  got  majority  votes  in  each  con¬ 
ference,  both  fell  short  of  the  two-thirds 
majority  required.  With  268  votes  needed 
for  union  in  Central  New  York,  244  were 
cast  in  favor,  177  against.  With  170 
needed  in  smaller  Northern  New  York, 
130  favored  union,  121  were  against. 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of  the 
Syracuse  Area  greeted  the  surprise 
defeat  in  silence.  He  did  say,  however, 
that  he  would  continue  to  support  the 


union,  should  the  plan  come  up  again. 

Sociological  differences  between 
primarily  rural  and  much  smaller  Nor¬ 
thern  New  York  and  more  urban  Central 
New  York,  a  reluctance  to  change  and 
resistance  to  going  from  two  of  the 
denomination's  smaller  conferences  to 
one  with  more  than  110,000  members 
were  contributing  factors  in  the  failure, 
speculated  Cuthbert  Rowe,  editor  of  the 
Central  New  York  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 

Both  conferences  will  have  to  hold 
special  sessions  this  fall  to  set  budgets 
and  program,  he  said,  as  joint  plans  had 
to  be  discarded. 


We  want  to  say,  ‘We’re  people  of  God  and 
God  loves  you.’  ” 

•  Strengthen  the  leadership  in  the  15 
target  churches.  The  program  was 
drawn  up  by  a  group  primarily  composed 
of  black  ministers  called  together  by  the 
bishop  last  winter. 

•  “We're  hoping  that  these  churches 
will  catch  the  vision  of  what  their  mission 
can  be.  We  hope  that  once  they  get 
something  going  they’ll  see  that  a  church 
doesn’t  need  to  close  down  in  the  sum¬ 
mer.” 

Ecumenical  leaders  say  one  key  to  the 
success  of  the  cluster  program  is  having 
suburban  congregations  pledge  them¬ 
selves  to  work  with  specific  inner  city 
neighborhood  churches. 

Few  suburbans  yoke 

Mr,  Rice  said,  however,  that  few 
suburban  UM  congregations  have  yoked 
themselves  to  a  specific  inner  city 
church.  The  support  has  been  more  gen¬ 
eral.  The  suburban  UM  churches  aren’t 
joining  the  ecumenical  clusters  either. 

The  bishop  said  he  hopes  UM  churches 
don’t  feel  intimidated  because  of  the  con¬ 
ference  program  and  stay  out  of  the 
ecumenical  clusters. 

While  conference  officials  had 
suggested  that  25  UM  churches  might  be 
a  possible  goal  for  participants  in 
clusters,  only  seven  —  mostly  black  — 
have  joined.  The  big,  white,  suburban 
churches  are  essential  to  the  clusters, 
Mr.  Newby  said.  At  least  one  such  UM 
church  pulled  out  to  participate  in  the 
conference  program,  he  said. 

Two  other  denominations  —  the 
Catholics  and  Southern  Baptists  —  which 
have  a  tendency  to  do  things  on  their  own 
because  they  are  so  big  are  supporting 
the  ecumenical  effort,  Mr.  Newby  said. 

The  Catholics  already  had  their  own 
program  set  up  when  the  cluster 
program  began,  Mr.  Bevis  said.  “But  the 
Catholics  largely  brought  theirs  into  the 
ecumenical  program.” 

“I  have  no  question  about  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  ecumenism  of  the  bishop  and 
Dan  Rice,  but  the  members  are  another 
matter,”  Mr.  Newby  said.  “Some  day, 
the  Methodists  are  going  to  have  to 
remember  that  they  are  for  ecumenism, 
too.” 

Mr.  Rice  acknowledged  that  many 
United  Methodists  distrust  anything 
ecumenical  and  feel  a  lot  more  com¬ 
fortable  giving  money  to  a  program  that 
will  be  administered  by  conference  of¬ 
ficials. 

“I  believe  there’s  plenty  of  work  to  do 
in  Atlanta  for  all  these  efforts,”  the 
bishop  said. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Bevis,  a  Presbyterian 
who  is  coordinating  the  clusters  said  the 
UM  programs  will  be  valuable  if  they  are 
in  neighborhoods  not  being  served  by  a 
cluster. 

Competition  confusing 

But  some  UM  efforts  will  seem  to  be 
competing  with  clusters,  and  that  may 
create  confusion  among  the  people  who 
are  supposed  to  be  helped,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough  of 
Cascade  UMC  told  TM/UMR  in  March 
that  he  feels  ecumenical  activity  is  the 
most  effective  kind  in  the  inner  city 
because  residents  don’t  feel  churches 
selfishly  are  competing  to  get  them  to 
become  members  of  one  denomination. 

Ecumenical  leaders  have  felt  an  im¬ 
portant  goal  is  to  simplify  church  aid  for 
donors  and  recipients  by  coordinating  ef¬ 
forts  under  one  program. 

A  problem  for  the  United  Methodists, 
though,  has  been  that  they  have  had  one 
of  the  biggest  on-going  urban  action 
programs,  Mr.  Rice  said.  Because  of  the 
structure  of  the  church,  it  is  difficult  to 
change  directions  quickly,  he  added. 

He  said  he  feels  positive  about  both 
programs.  If  the  conference  program 
works  well,  many  churches  will  be 
strengthened,  he  said.  Those  churches 
are  residents  of  the  needy  neighborhoods 
“and  are  going  to  be  there  long  after  this 
summer. 

“Our  churches  haven’t  moved  fast,” 
Mr.  Rice  said.  “But  they  are  moving. 
United  Methodism  has  been  a  middle- 
class  church.  It  hasn’t  been  ministering 
to  the  poor  class.  It’s  time  to  start.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Youth  receive  drawing  instruction  during  the  1980  Living  Arts  camp  at  Camp  Alder- 
sgate,  a  site  managed  by  the  Southern  New  England  United  Methodist  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  The  purpose  of  the  camp  reportedly  is  to  “advocate  and  enable  the  spiritual 
growth  of  persons  and  of  the  larger  community  ...  we  intend  to  be  a  setting  for 
ministry  where  persons  are  made  aware  of  the  Gospel’s  message." 

SOUTHERN  NEW  ENGLAND  REPORTER  PHOTO 


Popularity  of  faith  laboratory’  camps  grows 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  summer  season  at 
United  Methodist  camps  —  described 
here  as  "faith  laboratories"  —  gets  un¬ 
derway  this  month  for  what  could  be  an¬ 
other  record  year. 

"Few  other  places  offer  anyone  the 
freedom  to  articulate  their  own  faith  and 
to  try  out  their  expression  of  faith”  like  the 
opportunity  one  finds  in  church  cam¬ 
ping,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert  Cagle,  direc¬ 
tor  of  junior  high  and  outdoor  education 
for  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship. 

He  explained  that  the  retreat  or  cam¬ 
ping  experience  provides  a  group  with  an 
intensive  experience  of  Christian  com¬ 
munity  which  its  members  wouldn’t 
likely  achieve  in  three-hour  sessions  in 
their  home  churches  on  a  weekly  basis. 

Opportunity  for  expression 

Summer  camp  gives  "people  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  express  their  faith  in  the 
presence  of  others,"  said  Mr.  Cagle,  for¬ 
merly  director  of  Suttle  Lake  United 
Methodist  Camp  in  Oregon. 

More  people  apparently  are  seeking 
what  church  camping  has  to  offer.  The  1980 
season  at  United  Methodist  camps  showed 
an  almost  10  percent  increase  over  the 
preceding  year,  according  to  a  UM  News 
Service  release. 


About  300  United  Methodist  camps 
around  the  country  provided  programs 
for  more  than  461,000  individuals  at  the 
local,  district  and  annual  conference 
levels  last  year. 

Mr.  Cagle  said  that  while  UM  camps 
offer  many  of  the  same  activities  as  non¬ 
church  related  camps,  there  are  special 
advantages  for  young  United  Methodists  in 
attending  their  own  denominational 
camping  programs. 

"It  helps  them  experience  ‘connec- 
tionalism’  within  the  UMC  as  well  as  the 
breadth  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
by  knowing  kids  from  15  or  20  other  chur¬ 
ches  in  their  annual  conferences,"  Mr. 
Cagle  told  TM/UMR. 

In  addition,  not  only  do  UM  camps 
have  planned  worship  services,  but  the 
Christian  message  is  reflected  in  all  of 
the  activities. 

Mr.  Cagle  sees  the  17  percent  increase 
in  family  camping  programs  as  part  of  a 
"back  to  basics"  trend. 

"People  are  trying  to  be  intentional 
about  their  family  life  and  the  quality  of 
their  experiences  together,"  he  said. 
"Camping  is  an  experience  that  provides 
quantity  time  which  makes  quality  time 
possible." 

UM  camps  include  programs  for  all 
ages  (child  through  grandparent).  They 
also  cover  specialty  areas  such  as  choir 
workshops,  backpacking  and  canoeing, 


cheerleading  and  baton  twirling. 

Mr.  Cagle  s^id  that  UM  camping  ex¬ 
periences  do  seem  to  be  evolving  as  new 
programs  are  added  and  others  change. 

An  increasing  number  of  camps  offer 
programs  for  individuals  with  one  or 
more  physical  or  mental  handicapping 
conditions,  he  said.  For  example,  71 
programs  served  2,636  mentally  retarded 
campers  of  all  ages  last  year,  28  served 
722  campers  with  other  handicapping 
conditions  and  seven  served  224  hearing 
impaired  campers. 

"Most  of  the  special  needs  programs 
are  conducted  in  regular  conference 
facilities,"  Mr.  Cagle  added. 

After  years  of  emphasis  on  ethnically 
integrated  camps,  Mr.  Cagle  said,  the 
tendency  now  is  for  more  camp 
programs  to  "consist  of  one  distinct 
ethnic  group.”  He  said  they  usually  are 
"distinctly  Asian  or  Hispanic."  He  said 
he  believed  these  camps  are  bilingual 
as  well. 

Since  both  blacks  and  whites  usually 
have  English  as  a  common  language, 
these  groups  are  less  likely  to  have 
separate  camping  programs,  he  added. 

"I  think  it’s  an  affirmation  of  who 
people  are  culturally,”  he  said  to  explain 
why  ethnically  distinct  programs  are 
emerging. 

Mr.  Cagle  said  that  national  camping 
leaders  also  are  intentionally  involving 


ethnic  minority  leaders  more  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  process  for  UM  camps.  This 
representation  increases  the  likelihood  of 
ethnic  minority  persons  participating  in 
UM  camps,  he  explained. 

The  confirmation  camp  —  in  which 
Iowa  is  a  leader  —  also  is  becoming  inr 
creasingly  popular,  Mr.  Cagle  said.  The 
camping  model  there  simulates  an  an¬ 
nual  conference  with  each  cabin  func¬ 
tioning  as  a  local  church.  One  camper  is 
even  designated  as  its  pastor. 

"There  were  14  more  confirmation 
camps  in  1980  than  in  1979— up  to  a  total 
of  64”  last  year,  he  said. 

Elementary  camps  increase  44% 

A  Board  of  Discipleship  statistical, 
report  showed  the  largest  overall  in-: 
crease  last  year  in  the  elementary  age.' 
category,  with  a  44  percent  gain.  Mr.: 
Cagle  said  much  of  that  rise  came 
through  a  "significant  gain"  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  local  churches  sponsoring  exper¬ 
iences  at  conference  camps. 

Junior  high  age  young  people  recorded 
an  8  percent  gain;  adults,  7  percent. 
While  senior  highs  showed  a  17  percent 
overall  loss,  they  gained  9  percent  in  the 
conference  and  district  camps  category. 

To  obtain  information  about  United 
Methodist  camping  programs  in  any 
area,  Mr.  Cagle  recommended  people  call 
or  write  their  annual  conference  office. 


English  laity  exchange  6 jolly  well’ 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The  pilot 
exchange  program  between  English  Meth¬ 
odist  and  American  United  Methodists  lay 
members  went  "so  jolly  well”  that  more 
cross-cultural  visits  will  likely  continue, 
World  Methodist  Council  planners  say. 

The  swap  was  the  brainchild  of 
Jerry  Flippin,  an  active  layman  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Milan,  Tenn. 
After  18  months  of  correspondence  and 
planning,  Mr.  Flippin  and  his  wife  Sara 
welcomed  an  English  couple  into  their 
home  this  spring. 

"The  first  phase  of  the  exchange  went 
extremely  well,"  said  Edna  Alsdurf, 
director  of  the  World  Exchange  Program 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  here. 

"We  have  had  a  ministerial  exchange 
program  between  English  and  American 
pastors  for  many  years,  but  this  is  the 
first  time  we  have  sponsored  an  ex¬ 
change  of  lay  people,"  Ms.  Alsdurf  said. 

Mr.  Flippin,  an  attorney,  first  wrote  to 
the  Council  several  years  ago  to  inquire 
about  a  possible  international  exchange 
of  lay  people.  No  such  program  existed  at 
the  time,  but  the  idea  so  intrigued  Coun¬ 
cil  officials  that  they  decided  to  give  it  a 
try.  Mr.  Flippin  later  went  to  the  ex¬ 
change  program  office  in  Lake  Junalus- 
ka  to  apply  as  a  participant  in  the  experi¬ 
mental  swap. 


Ms.  Aldurf  said  the  Council  staff  began 
searching  for  a  similar  couple  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  exchange  about  18  months 
ago.  "A  colleague  there  located  an  inter¬ 
ested  couple  from  Sutton,  Surrey, 
England  —  Darby  and  Betty  Partridge." 

The  two  couples  corresponded  for  sev¬ 
eral  months,  and  decided  to  visit  in  "un¬ 
synchronized  exchanges."  The  Par¬ 
tridges  came  as  guests  of  the  Flippins  in 
April. 

The  Flippins  will  now  travel  to 
England  as  guests  of  the  Partridges  next 
April. 

Sara  Flippin  said  both  couples  enjoyed 
the  first  phase  of  the  swap,  and 
discovered  many  interesting  similarities 
and  differences  between  the  church  in 
England  and  the  U.S.  The  Partridges  ob¬ 
served,  for  example,  that  American  UM 
churches  have  adult  Sunday  school 
classes,  unlike  English  churches.  They 
also  felt  Americans  had  many  more 
churches  in  their  communities  than  do 
the  English. 

Mrs.  Flippin  said  the  English  couple 
observed  that  "Americans  eat  way  too 
much,  drive  our  cars  indisciminately  and 
use  our  water  and  lights  to  excess. 

"They  saw  our  wasteful  habits  as  puz¬ 
zling  and  upsetting,”  she  said. 

The  English  couple,  however,  did  laud 
American  youth  for  their  involvement  in 
church  and  school  activities.  They  also 


praised  American  news  media  for 
keeping  the  people  well-informed. 

The  Partridges  addressed  several 
church  and  civic  groups  during  their  stay 
in  Milan.  They  also  experienced  several 
“firsts”  including  their  first  fishing  trip 
and  attending  their  first  Easter  services 
in  an  American  church. 

Ms.  Alsdurf  said  the  pilot  exchange  be¬ 
tween  two  lay  couples  will  hopefully  be 
one  of  many  sponsored  by  the  World  Ex¬ 
change  Program.  Publication  of  the  Flip¬ 
pins’  experience  in  the  Council  news¬ 
letter,  World  Parish,  has  prompted  other 
lay  people  to  apply,  she  said.  During  the 
summer,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Carlisle  Holler 
of  South  Carolina  will  swap  homes  with 
another  English  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Taylor  of  Epson,  Surrey. 

As  sponsor  of  the  program,  the  Council 
will  review  applications  from  interested 
UMs,  and  arrange  to  pair  them  with  per¬ 
sons  of  similar  interests  and  back¬ 
grounds  from  other  countries.  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  exchanges  are  coordinated  by 
the  Council  and  the  applicants. 

Future  exchanges  will  include  other 
countries,  not  only  England,  Ms.  Alsdurf 
said. 

Interested  persons  should  write  to  the 
World  Methodist  Council  Exchange 
Program,  P.O.  Box  518,  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C. 28745. 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  If  Christians 
are  looking  for  a  way  to  deepen  their  ap¬ 
preciation  and  commitment  in  the  faith, 
they  might  cancel  their  plans  for  a  trip  to 
the  Holy  Land  and  consider  a  visit  to  the 
Soviet  Union. 

That’s  a  suggestion  of  two  United 
Methodist  evangelism  leaders  who 
recently  returned  from  a  two-week  visit 
to  the  Northwestern  Soviet  Republic  of 
Estonia. 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  staff 
members  Eddie  Fox  and  Bill  Ellington 
said  the  Methodist  Church  in  Estonia  is 
strong  and  church  members  are  hungry 
for  contact  with  Christian  visitors  from 
America.  The  church  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  are  open  and  receptive  to  tourists, 
the  two  men  said,  but  few  visitors  to  the 
Sovet  Union  go  there. 

There  are  15  Methodist  churches  in 
Estonia.  Methodist  work  began  in 
Estonia  in  1907  through  the  efforts  of  a 
lay  preacher  who  was  an  Estonian  na¬ 
tional  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Petersburg,  now 
Leningrad. 

The  two  ministers  from  Nashville 
spent  most  of  their  time  in  Estonia 
visiting  friends  and  preaching  in 
Methodist  churches. 

The  churches  were  packed  for  the 
multiple  services  each  week.  While  the 
Tallin  church  has  1,000  members, 
making  it  the  largest  Methodist  church  in 
continental  Europe,  there  are  three  ser¬ 
vices  on  Sunday  with  a  total  attendance 
of  more  than  2,000. 

"All  you  can  see  is  a  sea  of  faces  as  the 
people  are  packed  into  a  standing-room 
only  situation,"  the  men  reported.  The 
services  are  two  hours  in  length  and 
people  rotate  every  30  minutes  to  allow 
others  to  be  seated  during  part  of  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

“We  have  never  experienced  such  in¬ 
tensity  of  the  worship  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
ou»-  lives,"  Mr.  Fox  said.  "As  the  ele¬ 


ments  for  Holy  Communion  were  served 
to  the  people  they  openly  wept  with  joy.” 

He  said  prayer  is  a  central  emphasis  of 
the  churches.  Before  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  Tallinn,  more  than  600  people 
gathered  for  a  30-minute  prayer  meeting. 

In  two  churches,  the  men  reported  a 
large  number  of  youth  and  young  adults 
provided  contemporary  Christian  gospel 
and  rock  music  accompanied  by  guitars, 
drums  and  tambourines.  "They  are  a 
great  singing  people,”  Mr.  Ellington 
said.  While  there  are  very  few  hymnals 
and  limited  printed  Christian  resources, 
he  said  music  has  been  written  out  in 
long-hand.  He  said  he  was  able  to  recog¬ 
nize  many  of  the  hymns. 

As  the  men  preached,  an  interpreter 
translated  their  messages  into  the  Eston¬ 
ian  language.  At  the  same  time  another 
interpreter  was  translating  the  message 


into  Russian  which  was  being  trans¬ 
mitted  by  earphones  to  the  Russian  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  services. 

Mr.  Ellington  said  the  Estonian  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  understands  the  “gift  of  en¬ 
couragement."  "They  gather  frequently 
and  look  forward  to  getting  together,"  he 
said.  "They  really  gain  essential  life 
from  one  another.  They’re  feasting  on 
the  Lord  as  head  of  the  Church  and  each 
other  as  the  body." 

Both  men  said  the  visit  was  one  they 
would  never  forget.  "The  thing  that  im¬ 
pressed  us  so  much  was  the  Christian 
spirit  of  the  Methodist  people.  The  church 
is  vital,  alive,  active  and  growing  and 
it  is  important  for  us  to  realize  in  this 
country  that  there  are  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  there  in  a  region  of  a 
country  we  know  little  about.” 


America’s  most  vocal  advocate 
for  peace  and  justice  tells 
who  he  really  is. 
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“The  vision  could  not  depend  on  the  times.  The  vision 
had  to  depend  on  itself,  and  the  people  who  were 
willing  to  work  and  sweat  and  suffer  and  hear  the 
doors  lock  behind  them,  as  sweet  liberty  took  flight 

through  the  barred  window,  a  dove  in  full  retreat .  . 

—  Daniel  Berrigan 
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1  7th  century  bitterness  pervades  20th  century  religious  war 

Irish  turmoil  has  raged  400  years 


By  KEN  BROWNLEE 

The  turmoil  that  is  Northern 
Ireland  seems  new  and  confusing  to 
Americans  viewing  the  bombing  and 
bloodshed  on  our  television  news.  Yet, 
the  Battle  of  Ulster  has  been  raging 
400  years,  and  it  may  last  that  much 
longer. 

The  religious  war  being  fought  in 
Belfast  is  difficult  for  Americans 
steeped  in  "current  affairs”  and 
"issues  that  affect  our  future”  to  com¬ 
prehend.  We  are  oriented  to  the 
present  and  the  future,  not  to  the  past. 
Our  present  is  tense,  but  for  the  most 
part,  our  tense  is  future.  In  Ulster,  the 
tense  is  past. 

‘Bloody  red  hand’  is  symbol 

The  "bloody  red  hand”  of  Ulster  is 
unknown  to  many  of  us,  even  those  of 
"Scots-Irish”  heritage,  yet  that  hand, 
affixed  upon  a  cross,  is  the  national 
symbol  of  Northern  Ireland.  The  roots 
of  H-Block  and  Maze  Prisons,  the  IRA 
and  Sinn  Fein  go  back  to  the  1600s.  But 
all  that  can  be  read  in  a  book.  What 
cannot  be  read  as  easily  are  the  17th 
Century  minds  that  occupy  20th  Cen¬ 
tury  bodies. 

Christianity  in  Ulster  is  not  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  combatants  as  "faith, 
hope  and  love  of  God  and  neighbor.” 
Rather,  Christianity  is  a  return  to  the 
bitterness  of  the  early  years  of  the 
Reformation,  mixed  with  a  good 
measure  of  Old  Testament  Yahweh- 
ism. 

"God  raised  up  Oliver  Cromwell,” 
Ian  R.  K.  Paisley  reminds  his  Free 
Presbyterians,  "when  puritanism 
came  in  and,  with  it,  all  the  floodtide 
of  holiness.”  How  does  he  view  the 
strife  he  has  helped  create?  He  sees 
the  battle  as  "one  of  truth  against  the 
lie,  of  tyranny  against  freedom.  One 
of  Bible  Protestantism  against  all  the 
vileness  of  Papal  abominations  . 

Yet  it  is  not  just  the  IRA  that  Pais¬ 
ley  would  demolish,  for  he,  at  times, 
has  allied  himself  with  their  purpose. 


When  Betty  Williams  and  Mairead 
Corrigan  began  their  peace  move¬ 
ment  which  later  won  them  the  Nobel 
Prize,  Paisley  labeled  the  group 
"spurious,”  fearing  that  "well-inten¬ 
tioned  people  will  be  caught  up  in  a 
frenzy  of  emotion”  about  peace. 
Wrote  James  Allan  in  the  Belfast 
Daily  Telegraph  on  August  23,  1976, 
"...  Paisley  has  allied  himself  with 
the  Provisional  IRA  in  denouncing  the 
campaign  for  peace  launched  by  the 
women  of  Ulster.”  In  1981,  that  cam¬ 
paign  appears  as  dead  as  the  IRA 
hunger  strikers. 

Have  all  the  Protestants  in  Ulster 
gone  nuts?  Has  their  brand  of 
theology  and  Biblicalism  blinded 
them  to  Christian  love?  No!  But  one 
would  not  learn  that  from  our  tele¬ 
vision.  We  hear  little  about  other 
Presbyterian  ministers  such  as  Ray 
Davey,  and  the  "Christian  Commun¬ 
ity  of  Corrymeela.” 

Indeed,  Corrymeela  is  almost 
unknown  even  in  Ulster,  yet  it  is  a 
gleam  of  light  in  blackness  —  perhaps 
the  only  ray  that  has  not  been  stam¬ 
ped  out  in  the  fiery  passions  of  past- 
ism.  It  is  one  beam  of  hope  in  the 
slums  of  Bogside,  Falls  Road  and  the 
Shankill. 

With  community  centers  in  Belfast 
and  on  the  Antrim  Coast  near  Bally- 
castle,  Corrymeela  offers  Protestant 
and  Catholic  ghetto  children  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  come  together  and  learn 
about  each  other.  Corrymeela  sees  its 
mission  as  being  "called  together  to 
be  an  instrument  of  God’s  peace." 
Although  Presbyterian  in  origin,  it 
serves  equally  Protestant  and  Cath¬ 
olic.  “The  Community  (of  about  90) 
arose  in  the  mid-1960s  from  a  group  of 
Christians  in  Belfast,  influenced  by 
examples  of  the  Communities  at  Iona 
in  Scotland,  Agape  in  Italy  and  Taize 
in  France.”  In  1971  it  became  a 
"Cross  of  Nails”  Center,  linked  to  an 
international  network  of  Christians 
based  at  Coventry  Cathedral  in 


England. 

To  Corrymeela  go  children  who 
have  known  nothing  but  bombings, 
police  raids,  army  searches,  barri¬ 
cades  and  fighting,  children  in  age  but 
not  in  attitudes  who  know  the  enemy 
as  “Brits,”  "Prods,”  or  "Papists.” 
With  them  go  tough,  unemployed 
fathers  and  frail,  thin  mothers,  weary 
from  rearing  six  to  10  children  in  four- 
room  houses,  creatures  who  have 
known  nothing  in  their  lives  but  fear, 
loss  and  hatred. 

Corrymeela  teaches  love 

From  Corrymeela ’s  youth  camp 
and  community  center  come  children 
and  parents  who,  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives,  have  learned  that  "the 
other  side”  is  much  like  themselves. 
They  have  learned  songs  of  Christian 
love  instead  of  songs  of  war,  and  have 
learned  that  in  peace  there  is  future. 

"Above  all,”  claims  Corrymeela, 
there  "is  striving  to  communicate  a 
message  of  hope  that  there  is  an  alter¬ 
native  to  the  endless  spiral  of  hate  and 
violence,  that  trust,  understanding 
and  consequently  a  new  life  can  hap¬ 
pen,  and  that  Christian  reconciliation 
is  a  dynamic  reality." 

Ulstermen  who  come  to  America 
are  shocked  to  find  that  Catholics  and 
Protestants  live  and  work  together  in 
peace  and  harmony.  Perhaps  because 
we  are,  in  many  ways,  a  new  nation 
and  people,  we  lack  the  chains  of  the 
past  that  bind  so  many  of  the  world’s 
peoples.  Where  we  have  tension  is 
where  we  lapse  from  future  tense  to 
another  time  —  orientation.  Perhaps 
our  ghettos,  too,  could  use  a 
Corrymeela. 

Mr.  Brownlee  of  Atlanta  is  a  UM 
free-lance  writer  with  a  special 
interest  in  history  and  theology.  He 
and  his  wife,  Madonna,  have  visited 
Northern  Ireland  —  which  was  his 
parents'  homeland  —  and  have  sought 
out  representative  persons  on  all  sides 
of  the  conflict. 


Skip  Holy  Land  for  Estonia  suggests  duo 
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NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  During  a  visit  to  the  Methodist  congregation  of  Tallinn, 
Estonia.  Board  of  Discipleship  evangelists  Eddie  Fox  and  Bill  Ellington  (right)  have 
as  their  interpreter,  the  Rev.  Heigo  Ritzbek,  secretary  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Estonia.  Seated  at  left  is  the  Rev.  Olav  Parnaments,  general  superintendent,  who 


visited  the  U.S.A.  in  March,  1978. 
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Louisiana  Methodists  Unite  At  Annual  Conference 


The  1981  session  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
i'  ference  was  held  June  1-4  at  Centenary 
|  College  in  Shreveport  and  First  United 
l  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  with 
|j  various  activities  being  held  elsewhere  in 
;  the  city. 

The  conference  started  at  First  Church 
■  with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  calling 
-  the  eleventh  session  of  the  conference  to 
'  order  and  the  singing  of  the  hymn  “And 
c  Are  We  Yet  Alive.” 

After  the  brief  session  of  introductions, 
establishing  the  bar  for  the  conference 
and  passing  a  report  on  the  character  of 
the  ministers  in  the  conference,  the 
conference  adjourned  for  a  brief  period 
of  preparation. 

The  first  session  ended  with  the 
Service  of  Commemoration  and  Holy 
Communion  for  the  ministers  and 
spouses  who  have  died  during  the  course 
of  the  year. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  at  South- 
side  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe, 
was  the  preacher  of  the  sermon,  with  Dr. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  district  super¬ 
intendent  for  the  Shreveport  District,  as 
the  liturgist. 

Bishop  Shamblin  was  the  celebrant  for 
the  communion  with  the  assistance  of  the 
elders  of  the  Conference  in  distributing 
the  elements. 

The  music  for  the  service  was  provided 
by  the  Chancel  Choir  of  the  University 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles. 

The  Roll  of  Remembrance  was  read  by 
the  Conference  secretary,  the  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland. 

The  evening  service  was  preached  by 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  area  bishop  of 
the  Missouri  Conference. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  chairman  of  the 


cabinet,  was  the  liturgist,  the  Rev.  Moses 
T.  Jackson,  Sr.,  led  the  prayer  and  the 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton  was  the  Scripture 
reader. 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  pre¬ 
sented  part  of  the  concert  they  will  be 
performing  in  Europe  prior  to  the 
service. 

The  second  day  of  the  conference 
began  with  a  worship  service  led  by 
Ronald  Helaire  and  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  L.  Washington. 

After  the  service,  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb, 
president  of  Centenary  College, 
welcomed  the  members  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  on  behalf  of  the  College. 

The  reports  presented  that  day 
included  reports  by  the  following 
committees  and  boards: 

•Committee  on  Nominations  —  Dr. 
Jack  Cooke. 

•Board  of  Discipleship  —  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  with  Vemita  Booker  on 
the  Children’s  Ministries  and  Leadership 
Education,  the  Rev.  Douglas  Cain  on 
Young  Adult  work,  Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount 
on  the  Family  Life  Ministries  program, 
the  Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks  on  the 
camping  program  and  Laura  Echols, 
president  of  the  Conference  Youth  Team, 
led  members  of  the  team  in  presenting  a 
slide  show  and  introducing  Tim  Bricker, 
the  new  associate  director  for  Youth 
Work. 

•Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  —  the  Rev.  Carol  Winn,  who  also 
presented  the  Rev.  Donald  Hall  an  award 
for  his  report  on  the  Board  of  Pensions 
for  not  containing  “sexist”  language. 

•Board  of  Pensions  —  Dr.  Wayne  L. 
Bondurant  for  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  the  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  for  the 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions,  with  Dr. 
J.  J.  Caraway  of  the  Conference  Office 
of  Financial  Affairs. 

•United  Methodist  Men  —  Ernest 
Arnold,  president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men. 

•Television  Ministry  —  William  R. 
Lenfestey,  project  director  for  Television 
Presence  in  Ministry  Programs. 

•Committee  on  Episcopacy  —  Dr.  J.  W 
Hearn,  chairman. 

•Council  on  Ministries  —  The  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland,  director  of  program. 

•Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  — 
The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  director. 

•Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  (#1)  — 
Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  on  associate 
members  and  local  pastors. 

•Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Founda¬ 
tions  —  Dr.  Ken  Ward,  director, 
presented  the  Rev.  James  W.  Moore  with 


The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 


the  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr.,  Preaching 
Award  for  his  sermon  “Let  The  Violent 
Beware.” 

•Archives  and  History  —  Wadsworth 
Davis. 

•LAMECO  —  Dr.  Dan  Tohline, 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Credit  Union. 

•Communications  —  The  Rev.  James 
E.  Wilson. 

•Headquarters  Building  Committee  — 
Dr.  J.  W.  Hearn,  chairman. 

•Committee  on  Church  Extension  — 
The  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  with  Bishop 
Shamblin  informing  the  Conference  that 
a  new  church  is  being  organized  in  the 
Southeast  Baton  Rouge  Area 

•Board  of  Higher  Education  —  The 
Rev.  Brady  Foreman,  chairman,  with 
the  Rev.  Robert  Townsend  on  campus 
ministers,  Dr.  Donald  Webb  on  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  Dr.  Samuel  D.  Cook,  on 
Dillard  University,  with  the  Rev.  W.  E. 
Nolan  presenting  the  nominations  for  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary  College. 

•Schools  of  Theology  —  Bishop  Eugene 
Slater  on  Perkins,  and  Major  Jones  on 
Gammon. 

•Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  Dr.  L. 
Ray  Branton  with  the  Rev.  John  Winn  on 
Dulac  Community  Center,  Dr.  Samuel 
Walker  on  Lafon,  the  Rev.  Darrell  Mount 
on  Advanced  Specials,  the  Rev.  B.  E. 
Bond  on  the  Good  Samaritan  Ministry,  0. 
W.  Mars  on  the  Revolving  Loan  Fund, 
the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  on  the  Hunger 
Task  Force,  and  Dr.  William  Patrick. 

The  evening  worship  service  was 
preached  by  Dr.  James  B.  Argue,  senior 
minister  of  Pulaski  Heights  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

The  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  district 


superintendent  for  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District,  was  the  liturgist  with 
Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District, 
was  the  scripture  reader.  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke,  district  superintendent  for  the 
Lake  Charles  District,  gave  the  prayer 
with  the  choir  from  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans 
providing  the  music. 

Wednesday’s  morning  service  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Tom  Logan  and  the 
Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  was  the  liturgist  and 
the  Rev.  Leo  Beck  offered  the  prayer. 


Reports  presented  that  day  include 
reports  from  the  following  boards  and 
committees: 


Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 


•Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  —  Dr.  Don 
Emler  with  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Wagener 
on  recruitment  resources  and  Ms.  LuAn 
McLaurin,  registrar  for  the  Board 

•Board  of  Church  and  Society  —  The 
Rev  James  0.  Evans,  chairman,  with 
the  Rev.  Mickey  Springfild  on  Human 
Relations,  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear  on  the 
Committee  on  World  Peace,  the  Rev 
August  E.  Aamodt  on  the  General 
Welfare  Committee. 

•School  of  Theology  —  Dr.  Theodore  R. 
Weber  of  Candler. 

•Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  (« 2) 
Committee  on  Conference  Memberships 
—  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  with  the  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell  on  the  Committee  on 
Counseling  and  Caring,  Dr.  Stone  W 
Caraway  on  Committee  on  Continuing 
Education  and  the  Rev.  Bert  Scottand 
the  Rev.  William  Peeples  on  conference 
memberships. 

•The  Director  of  Financial  Affairs  — 


Dr  J.  J.  Caraway,  director 

•Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  —  Dr  J  W.  Hearn,  chairman 

•Commission  on  Chaplains  —  Chaplain 
Forest  N  Blount  presented  the  chaplains 
to  the  Annual  Conference. 

•The  United  Methodist  Foundation  — 
Shelby  L.  Smith,  chairman,  with  Dr 
Caraway 

•Trustees  —  Dr.  B  A  Galloway, 
chairman,  with  Mr.  W.  D.  Cotton. 

•Ministers’  Emergency  Fund  —  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  secretary  of  the 
Cabinet. 

•Task  Force  on  Developing  and 
Stengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  —  Dr.  Samuel  Walker,  chairman. 

•Board  of  Laity  —  Dr.  Thomas 
Matheny,  conference  lay  leader,  with 
Ernest  Arnold,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  and  Jack  Dew,  the  new 
president. 

•Equitable  Salary  —  Ira  M.  Robinson, 
chairman. 

•The  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  —  Dr.  Rogers  Newman,  chairman. 

The  evening  service  was  the  service  of 
ordination  and  was  preached  by  Dr. 
Argue,  with  Bishop  Shamblin  ordaining 
the  ordinands. 

The  newly-ordained  elders  are  Weldon 
C.  Barres,  Troy  E.  Boyd  Jr..  Kathy  A. 
Clark,  Millicent  C.  Feske,  Ester  L. 
Hammond.  Kathy  H.  Henderson.  James 
T.  Logan,  George  W.  Martin  Jr..  Larry 
G.  Miller.  Donald  R.  Morgan,  Mary 
McConnell,  Lewis  L.  Omsted,  David  G. 
Trickett  and  Stephen  R.  Williamson 


Dr.  James  B.  Argue 


Newly-ordained  deacons  are  Leon 
Boggs  Jr.,  Freida  Brown,  Stephen 
Carter,  Julius  Jefferson,  Lewis  Moris 
and  Jerry  Van  Hoosen 


The  final  day  of  Conference  began  with 
a  worship  service  preached  by  the  Rev 
Ester  Hammond,  with  the  Rev.  John 
Scarf  as  song  leader  and  the  Rev.  Ed 
Boyd  w  ith  the  scripture  and  the  prayer 
The  final  day  of  the  Annual  Conference 
was  occupied  with  the  reading  of  minor 
corrections  in  the  appointments  by 
Bishop  Shamblin  and  the  reading  of  the 
special  assignments  by  the  Rev.  William 
Peeples  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 


Bishop  Eugene  Slater 


The  retiring  ministers  were  also 
granted  time  to  address  the  conference 
and  were  given  Certificates  of  Appreci¬ 
ation  for  their  years  of  service,  totalling 
266  for  the  eight  ministers. 

The  final  report  of  the  conference  was 
the  report  form  the  Resolutions  Commit¬ 
tee.  led  by  Ed  Gulley  and  The  Rev.  Sale 
T.  Lilly. 

Of  the  three  resolutions  presented,  two 
were  amended  and  adopted  (cs  1  and  2) 
and  the  final  resolution  was  tabled. 

Dr.  Donald  Webb  invited  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  return  to  the  campus  of  Centen¬ 
ary  College  and  his  invitation  was 
accepted. 

The  Service  of  Sending  Forth  was  led 
by  the  Bishop  and  all  appointments  were 
passed  out  to  the  conference,  with  the 
Bishop  making  the  necessary  changes 

The  Singing  of  “A  Charge  To  Keep  I 
Have”  was  led  by  the  Rev  Bowden  with 
Peter  Sorant,  organist,  who  also  served 
as  organist  for  the  week. 

The  Conference  was  adjourned  sine 
die. 


Youth/Young  Adults 
Active  at  Conference 


The  Youth  and  Young  Adults  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  were  very 
active  during  the  week  of  Conference  at 
Centenary. 

The  youth  and  young  adults  not  only 
attended  the  sessions  of  the  conference 
and  the  worship  services  but  also 
planned  and  did  some  things  on  their 
own. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  group  was  at  a 
get-acquainted  Luncheon  for  the  dele¬ 
gates  held  in  the  Centenary  Room  of  the 
cafeteria.  Laura  Echols,  president  of  the 
Conference  Youth  Team,  informed  the 
group  about  more  of  the  activities  that 
would  be  held  for  them. 

On  the  evening  of  June  1,  the  group  met 
with  the  Bishop  and  the  Cabinet. 

Bishop  Shamblin  discussed  his  role  as 
Bishop  and  the  role  of  the  youth  and 
young  adults  in  the  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent,  spoke  to  the  assembled 
young  persons  about  the  role  of  a  district 
superintendent  and  the  role  of  young 
persons  in  the  district. 
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The  Rev.  Don  Avery  reviewed  the 
basics  of  parliamentary  procedure  for 
the  persons  so  that  they  would  know  the 
proper  way  to  be  heard  and  recognized  in 
the  conference  sessions. 

The  hows  and  whys  of  the  Conference 
operation  were  explained  by  the  rever¬ 
ends  Phil  Woodland  and  Chuck  Simmons. 

The  Conference  Youth  Team  made  its 
report  and  slide  show  to  the  Annual 
Conference  Tuesday  morning  and  the 
District  Youth  team  by-laws  adopted  at 


During  Annual  Conference,  five 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the 
General  Conference  came  before  the 
Annual  Conference  for  a  vote. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  called 
upon  Dr.  J.  W,  Hearn,  chairman  of  the 
General  Conference  Delegation,  to 
present  the  proposed  amendments 
All  of  the  amendments  were  voted  on 
favorably,  but  the  results  will  not  be 
known  until  the  General  Conference  re- 


that  time. 

Also  at  that  time,  Echols  presented 
Bishop  Shamblin  with  a  Youth  Service 
Fund  button  for  his  support  of  the  youth. 

Banana  split  and  pizza  parties  topped 
off  the  week  for  a  very  active  and 
dynamic  group  of  youth  and  young 
adults,  a  week  that  had  started  with  a 
hospitality  table  at  registration  and 
ended  with  some  of  the  young  persons 
staying  an  extra  three  days  for  district 
youth  team  training. 


ceives  the  votes  from  all  the  annual 
conferences. 


See . . . 

more  Conference 
photos  on  p.  6 


Conference  Youth  Team  presenting  slide  show. 


Conference  Votes  on  five  amendments 


Presentations  Liven  Conference 


The  Rev.  Carol  Winn  is  shown  pre¬ 
senting  an  award  to  the  Rev.  Donald  Hall, 
author  of  the  report  for  the  Board  of 
Pensions  for  the  day  the  report  was 
written  without  the  use  of  sexist  lan¬ 
guage.  The  award  is  the  Open  Door 
Award. 


The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  awarded  the  Rev.  James  W. 
Moore  the  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr.,  Preaching  Award  for  his  sermon  “Let  the 
Violent  Beware.”  Moore  is  in  the  dark  coat  receiving  the  plaque. 


Mrs.  Virginia  Shamblin,  Bishop  Shamblin's  wife,  was  honored  at  a  tea  in 
James  Dormitory  on  Centenary  campus  hosted  by  the  Shreveport  District 
Parsonnettes.  Music  and  flowers  accentuated  the  good  food  and  fellowship. 
Mrs.  Shamblin  is  seated  in  the  center  of  the  photograph. 


r«k  * 


Janet  Hoffpauir,  conference  president 
of  The  United  Methodist  Women,  is 
show  n  presenting  the  Rev.  David  Billings 
a  recognition  pin  for  his  efforts  at  St. 
Mark’s  in  New  Orleans. 
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Editorial  vw 

Consensus  needed  to  ban  abortion  lacking 


JUNE  19,1981 


Society  traditionally  has  looked  to 
religion  for  explanation  and  definition  as 
to  when  human  life  begins  and  ends,  and 
has  then  formulated  its  legal  definitions 
accordingly. 

This  pattern  is  classically  illustrated  in 
the  contemporary  struggle  among 
Christians,  and  the  whole  of  American 
society,  concerning  abortion.  Until 
recently,  the  most  prominent  religious 
attitude  in  American  society  was  that  life 
begins  at  conception,  and  that  any  effort 
to  terminate  a  pregnancy  following  con¬ 
ception  is  morally  wrong.  This  position 
was  incorporated  into  the  legal  codes  of 
most  states  —  where  abortion  remained 
illegal  until  1973. 

During  the  1950s  and  1960s,  American 
Christians  from  many  traditions  outside 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  began  to  con¬ 
tend  openly  and  persuasively  that  the 
legality  of  abortion  should  not  be  decided 
solely  on  the  basis  of  "when  life  begins.” 
They  said  that  other  factors  also  should 
be  considered,  such  as  the  health  of  the 
mother,  whether  or  not  the  pregnancy  oc¬ 
curred  as  the  result  of  rape  or  incest,  and 
the  effect  that  having  a  baby  would  have 
on  its  mother  and  others. 

Some  Christians  openly  advocated  the 
adoption  of  liberalized  laws  which  would 
allow  for  legal  abortions  under  a  variety 
of  circumstances.  Some,  arguing  that  no 
one  else  should  exercise  control  over  a 
woman’s  body,  advocated  the  legaliza¬ 
tion  of  abortion-on-demand.  Some  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  the  maintenance  of 
highly  restrictive  anti-abortion  laws. 
Some,  contending  that  while  the  fetus  has 
the  potential  for  becoming  human,  it 
should  not  be  accorded  legal  protection 
as  a  human  being  until  the  time  of  birth. 

In  early  1973,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
took  into  account  the  visible  lack  of  con¬ 
census  among  Christians,  as  well  as 
many  other  factors,  and  rendered  its 
landmark  decision  concerning  abortion. 
While  explicitly  declaring  itself  unable  to 

Moral  basis  for 
opposing  ban  on 

abortion  offered 

Although  the  lack  of  a  clear  religious  or 
ethical  consensus  in  our  society  is  suf¬ 
ficient  basis  for  opposing  efforts  to  make 
all  abortions  illegal  (see  preceding 
editorial),  we  do  not  consider  this  to  be 
the  only  —  or  the  most  persuasive  — 
basis  for  such  opposition. 

We  believe  the  1973  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  decision  actually  reflects  a  far 
more  realistic  and  profound  degree  of 
sensitivity  to  the  ethical  issues  surround¬ 
ing  legalized  abortion  than  do  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  those  who  claim  for  themselves 
the  “Right  to  Life”  label. 

We  believe  there  is  a  sacred  quality  in 
all  life  which  God  has  created,  including 
plant  life  and  animal  life.  Life  which  God 
created  should  never  be  destroyed 
thoughtlessly  and  without  purpose. 

We  believe  there  is  a  uniquely  sacred 
quality  to  human  life,  which  Scripture  af¬ 
firms  as  being  “in  the  image  of  God.” 
With  its  potential  for  human  life,  we 
believe  a  human  fetus  must  be  regarded 
as  having  value  —  with  that  value  in¬ 
creasing  as  the  fetus  develops  inside  its 
mother.  We  believe  it  is  morally  wrong, 
however,  to  place  absolute  value  on  the 
life  of  an  unborn  fetus  while  disregarding 
other,  and  often  conflicting,  life-related 
values.  For  example,  the  effect  of  bring¬ 
ing  a  pregnancy  to  term  on  the  mother, 
and  on  others,  must  also  be  weighed. 

We  believe  that  each  time  the  difficult 
dilemma  arises  as  to  whether  to  allow  a 
pregnancy  to  continue  to  term,  or  to  end 
it  by  abortion,  the  decision  should  be 
made  on  its  individual  merits.  Such  a 
decision  should  be  made  only  after 
serious  and  prayerful  reflection  by  all 
parties  —  in  consultation  with  both 
medical  and  pastoral  counsel  —  regar¬ 
ding  the  medical,  emotional,  and  moral 
implications  for  all  concerned. 


provide  an  authoritative  answer  to  the 
question  of  "when  life  begins,”  the  court 
ruled  that  an  unborn  fetus  is  not  entitled 
to  legal  protection  as  a  human  being  until 
it  reaches  "viability”  —  the  time  when  it 
can  survive  outside  its  mother’s  womb. 
In  the  process,  the  court  struck  down  all 
laws  preventing  abortion  during  the  first 
three  months  of  pregnancy,  provided 
severe  restrictions  on  abortions  during 
the  last  three  months,  and  provided 
lesser  restrictions  during  the  middle 
three  months. 

Since  1973,  the  public  debate  regarding 
abortion  has  accelerated  rather  than 
declined.  While  a  large  segment  of  the 
Christian  community  applauded  the 
court’s  decision  as  wisely  providing  op¬ 
portunities  for  individuals  to  make  deci¬ 
sions  regarding  abortion  on  the  basis  of 
differing  religious  beliefs,  many  others 
denounced  the  court  for  legalizing  what 
they  considered  to  be  a  form  -of  murder. 

Out  of  this  latter  group  developed  the 
“Right  to  Life”  movement,  which  is 
dedicated  to  overriding  the  1973  Supreme 
Court  decision  and  to  "stopping  the 
slaughter  of  defenseless,  unborn  human 
beings.”  This  movement,  while  enjoying 
strong  and  near-unanimous  support  among 
Roman  Catholic  leaders,  also  includes  a 
large  and  growing  number  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  other  Protestant  Christians. 

Supporters  of  the  “Right  to  Life” 
movement  have  sought  unsuccessfully 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


4auii;iia:a 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing,  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Donald  Small, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Sharon  Mielke,  Managing 
Editor;  Dan  Louis,  Joyce  Hopkins, 
Roy  Beck  and  John  Lovelace,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors;  Garlinda  Burton,  Staff 
Writer;  Production:  Bill  Sybert, 
General  Manager,  TM/UMR  Pro¬ 
ductions;  George  Wilhelm,  Printing 
Plant  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500) 
is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St.. 
Dallas.  Texas  75212.  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidi¬ 
ary  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re¬ 
porter  maintains  no  official  relationship  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  u>  any 
of  the  denominaUon's  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publica¬ 
tion  for  U  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
which  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent 
editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers 
with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter  s  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214  )  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 

Individual  subscriptions  $7.00  per  year  for 
national  edition;  rates  for  Annual  Conference 
editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more 
subscriptions  to  the  national  edition,  available 
upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas,  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes 
o:  P.O  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


since  1973  to  produce  a  total  ban  on  legal 
abortions  by  means  of  amending  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

Just  recently,  a  new  strategy  has 
emerged  among  those  opposed  to 
legalized  abortion  in  all  forms.  A  bill  now 
before  the  U.S.  Congress  would  ef¬ 
fectively  circumvent  the  difficult  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  process,  and  yet 
effectively  ban  all  legal  abortions  if  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  simple  majority  vote  of  both 
the  House  and  the  Senate.  This  bill,  most 
simply  stated,  says  that  since  “present 
day  scientific  evidence  indicates  a  signif¬ 
icant  likelihood  that  actual  human  life  ex¬ 
ists  from  conception,”  unborn  fetal  life  must 
be  given  the  full  protection  of  the  law. 

It  is  abundantly  clear  that  no  general 
consensus  regarding  the  religious  or 
moral  acceptability  of  abortion  exists  in 
our  society  today,  or  even  among 
Christian  members  of  society.  For  this 
reason  alone,  we  believe  that  a  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  banning  abortion  — 
and  much  more  a  similar  statute  passed 
by  simple  majority  vote  of  Congress  — 
should  be  opposed  by  Christians. 

It  is  one  thing  conscientiously  to  oppose 
abortion  on  religious  grounds,  and  quite 
another  to  support  a  law  which  would  im¬ 
pose  one’s  religious  convictions  on  others 
without  regard  for  their  convictions.  (See 
related  editorial  which  follows,  and 
Readers-Editors  Dialogue  elsewhere  on 
this  page.) 


/MV  40UL  TAKES  THE 
Of  THE 

lt&  AMP  1  R KE  TO 
m  on 
PR AV£R 


I  SOAR  IH  SPIRIT 
A  &0VF  iARTHiV 
PAVS 

PRO0IEM5  AREAS 
NOTHING 


Here  I  Stand 

Christians  have  a  right  to 
speak  up  on  civil  affairs 


By ARTGREENHAW 

Several  months  ago,  I  became  quite 
disturbed  with  the  manner  in  which  a 
public  administrator  was  dealing  with 
his  subordinates.  After  verifying  his 
repeated  inequities  and  by  virtue  of  my 
rights  as  a  citizen  and  taxpayer,  I  com¬ 
plained.  His  reply  would  have  caused 
Will  Rogers  to  qualify  his  oft-quoted 
statement,  “I  never  met  a  man  I  didn’t 
like.”  The  public  official’s  response  to 
my  expression  of  concern  was:  “Who 
asked  you?” 

As  United  Method¬ 
ists,  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  inheritances  we 
have  is  our  God-given 
right  to  speak  out 
against  injustice  and 
hypocrisy;  and  to 
offer  solutions  with- 
out  being  told  by  Mr.Greenhaw 
some  bureaucrat,  "Who  asked  you?” 

This  right  was  not  given  to  us  by  our 
national  government,  our  state  govern¬ 
ment,  city  government,  our  schools,  or 
any  other  institutions  —  although  it  is  of¬ 
tentimes  protected  and/or  abridged  by 
these  same  institutions. 

This  right  was  given  to  us  by  God  and  it 


Reagan  Administration  policies  defended 


To  the  Editor : 

Bishop  Ault’s  support  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  "fundamental 
disagreement”  with  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  “vision  of  who  we  are  and 
where  we  are  going”  is  a  travesty 
(“Bishop  says  National  Council  message 
‘prophetic,’  ”  TM/UMR,  May  29). 

Who  we  have  been  and  where  we  have 
been  going  since  the  advent  of  the  Great 
Society  are  unsatisfactory  —  even 
repugnant  —  to  the  vast  majority  of 
Americans. 

Bishop  Ault  and  the  NCC  have  ap¬ 
parently  anointed  themselves  to  insure 
“the  full  import  of  these  (proposed) 
reversals  being  understood  and  affirmed 
by  the  people.”  The  people  have  not  com¬ 
missioned  Bishop  Ault's  delegation  or  the 
NCC  to  act  on  their  behalf  in  this  area. 
Nor  have  the  rank  and  file  United 
Methodists,  of  which  I  am  one,  done  so. 

The  “five  major  signs”  reportedly 
identified  by  the  Governing  Board  of  the 
NCC  are  signs  that  most  of  us  ("the 
people”)  have  been  looking  for  for  a  long 
time.  We  consider  each  of  the  five  in¬ 
volved  programs  to  be  a  hopeless, 
feckless  mess  as  it  now  stands.  And  we 
support  a  drastic  change  of  direction  for 
each  as  a  means  of  achieving  “the  model 
and  embodiment  of  a  just  and  humane 
society.”  We  certainly  haven’t  achieved 
it  the  way  we  have  been  going.  Social 
spending  has  fostered  indigence.  Energy 
policy  has  been  unjust  and  costly.  Mil¬ 
itary  spending  restrictions  have  left  us 
second  rate.  Environmental  stance  needs 
only  reference  to  the  snail  darter.  Foreign 
policy  has  degraded  our  self-respect  as 
well  as  the  respect  of  others.  We’re  tired 
of  it,  and  we  don’t  need  NCC  advice. 

The  NCC  is  already  a  sour  apple  to 
many  of  us  Christian  laymen  in  the 
church.  The  position  being  assumed  by 
the  NCC  on  these  economic  and  political 
issues  will  only  polarize  our  church  and 
does  nothing  to  further  a  just  and 
humane  society. 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Government  cannot 
accomplish  church's  aims 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  citing  the  criticism  of  cer¬ 
tain  Reagan  Administration  policies  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and 
supported  by  Bishop  James  Ault,  once 
again  raises  questions  about  the  church’s 
involvement  —  as  a  church  —  in  political 
issues. 

Unlike  some  letters  you  may  have 
received,  my  complaint  is  not  about  the 
partisan  aspects  of  the  church’s  politics. 
Rather  it  concerns  the  widely  held  view 
that  government,  employed  in  the  right 
way,  could,  in  Bishop  Ault’s  words,  result 
in  a  “just  and  humane  society”  such  as 
through  “creative  and  responsive  alter¬ 
natives  to  those  being  projected  by  the 
new  administration.”  In  other  words,  ap¬ 
parently,  government  can  be  used  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  aims  of  the  church. 

The  Christian  churches  should  never 
forget  that  government  is,  first  and  fore¬ 
most,  an  instrument  of  force;  in  fact,  its 
basic  definition  requires  a  monopoly  of 
organized  force.  Simplistic  as  it  may 
seem,  there  is  nothing  conceptually  dif¬ 
ferent  between  what  happens  to  me  on 
April  15  and  what  happens  to  the  victim 
of  a  robber.  As  George  Washington  said, 
“Government  is  not  reason,  it  is  not 
eloquence,  it  is  force.” 

Nor  can  government  actions  be  com¬ 
passionate;  Christian  compassion  is  not 
built  on  coercion,  but  love.  Government 
transfer  payments  and  social  programs 
intended  to  take  from  any  one  group  and 
benefit  another  are  not  accomplished  by 
love  or  compassion,  but  by  brute  force. 
Government  energy  policies,  labor 
policies,  monetary  policies,  and  a  hun¬ 
dred  other  policies  all  have  as  their  vic¬ 
tims  peaceful  citizens  who  want  only  to 
be  left  alone  in  voluntary  trade  and 
association  with  others. 

The  only  kind  of  government  which 
could  lead  to  “a  just  and  humane 
society”  is  a  libertarian  one,  leaving  all 
individuals  to  find  their  own  way  in 
freedom.  The  church  could  flourish  in 
such  a  free  society  through  persuasion 
and  example  —  accomplishing  its  true 


purpose  without  employing  any  agencies 
inimical  to  its  doctrine. 

Whatever  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  may  do  or  say,  I  hope  the 
United  Methodist  Church  doesn’t  become 
just  another  political  interest  group  trying 
to  manipulate  the  public  trough. 

William  L.  Krayer 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Leaders’  political  views 
undermine  spiritual  truth 

To  the  Editor: 

I  know  it  is  "news”  to  you,  but  again,  I 
resent  our  church's  bishops  expressing 
their  political  opinions  publicly,  leaving 
the  impression  that  they  are  speaking  for 
the  church.  I’m  referring  to  the  article  in 
the  May  29  issue  headlined  “Bishop  says 
National  Council  message  ‘prophetic’.” 

Why  must  they  always  sit  in  judgment 
on  those  who  might  be  on  the  other  side  of 
the  political  spectrum?  It  is  not  in¬ 
telligent  to  support  costly  social 
programs  of  the  government  without 
even  considering  the  eventual  bank¬ 
ruptcy  that  must  come  to  the  nation. 

The  sad  truth  is  that  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  religious  leaders  under¬ 
mine  the  spiritual  truths  they  ought  to  be 
proclaiming.  If  lay  people  know  that 
their  religious  leaders’  political  opinions 
are  only  opinions,  they  soon  will  begin  to 
believe  that  these  leaders’  spiritual 
proclamations  are  also  just  personal 
opinions. 

Thanks  for  letting  me  get  this  off  my 
c^iest-  William  M.  Henderson 

Joplin,  Missouri 

Changes  may  enhance  our 
‘vision  of  who  we  are’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  read  with  interest  the  article 
headlined  “Bishop  says  National  Council 
of  Churches’  message  ‘prophetic’  ”  in  the 
May  29  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

The  sweeping  message  passed  by  the 
Governing  Board  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  indicated  “fundamental 
disagreement”  with  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  “vision  of  who  we  are  and 
where  we  are  going.” 

I  have  two  questions  with  respect  to  the 
“threatened  vision  of  America  as  the 
model  and  embodiment  of  a  just  and 
humane  society.”  The  first  question 
deals  with  increased  “social”  programs 
which  this  nation  has  enjoyed  during  the 
past  several  administrations.  During  this 
same  time  span,  have  not  social 
maladies  such  as  family  separations, 
crime,  and  suicides  increased?  If  it  is 
true  that  social  programs  have  increased 
as  well  as  social  maladies,  then  it  must 
follow  that  continuing  to  increase  social 
programs  will  not  necessarily  result  in  a 
reduction  of  social  maladies. 

The  second  question  deals  with  self¬ 
esteem.  Is  not  the  lack  of  self-esteem  one 
of  the  primary  reasons  for  family 
problems  and  social  unrest?  Is  it  not  con¬ 
ceivable  that  a  change  in  this  nation’s 
direction  may  permit  individuals  to 
regain  more  self-esteem?  If  so,  will  not 
the  "vision  of  who  we  are”  be  enhanced? 

R.  Gary  Lortscher 
Bern,  Kansas 

Bishop  Ault’s  political 

stance  ‘bitterly’  resented 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  limited  space  of  a  “Letter  to  the 
Editor,”  we  cannot  dwell  in  depth  upon 
either  our  economic  philosophy  or  our 
theology.  However,  recent  statements  by 
Bishop  James  Ault  and  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  concerning  the 
Reagan  Administration  are  opposite  to 
mine  (TM/UMR,  May  29).  I  bitterly 
resent  Bishop  Ault’s  political  stance  and 
suggest  he  immediately  resign  as 
Secretary  to  the  UMC’s  Council  of 
Bishops. 

Let  Bishop  Ault  espouse  HIS  political 
thoughts  in  the  political  arena,  and  not 
while  occupying  a  position  of  great 
importance  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  the  absence  of  any  claim  to  divine 
revelation  by  Bishop  Ault,  I  find  nothing 
in  his  mortal  background  to  suggest  tha 
his  social,  political  or  economic  though. 


is  superior  to  mine  or  the  millions  who 
voted  for  Ronald  Reagan. 

John  L.  Getz 
Farwell,  Texas 

Mr.  Smital  will  probably 
continue  to  grow 

To  the  Editor : 

Good  grief!  What  an  outburst  of  letters 
(TM/UMR,  May  22)  was  caused  by 
Glenn  Smital’s  article  headlined  “We 
need  to  examine  more  closely  what  Jesus 
had  to  say  about  the  cosmic  laws” 
(TM/UMR,  April  24). 

I  read  the  many  letters  which  respon¬ 
ded  to  this  article  with  amazement.  Mr. 
Smital  was  told  that  he  was  wrong,  that 
he  must  not  have  studied  the  Bible,  that 
he  was  “dangerously  close  to  heresy,” 
that  he  was  perverting  the  gospel,  that  he 
was  trying  to  be  God,  that  his  reasoning 
was  demonic,  that  he  was  blasphemous, 
and  that  he  should  leave  the  church, 
among  other  things. 

Have  we  in  the  church  forgotten  that 
Jesus  also  loved  Thomas,  the  doubter? 
Why  have  we  shown  such  anger  and 
hostility  toward  a  man  who  has  simply 
stated  that,  at  this  particular  time, 
“Here  I  stand?”  I’m  assuming  that  Mf. 
Smital  is  being  honest  in  expressing  his 
views.  I  feel  that  since  he  has  gone  to  the 
trouble  to  think  through  and  to  put  down 
his  thoughts  that  he  is  a  person  who  is 
growing  and  that  he  will  probably  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow.v 

I  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Smital  do 
some  reading  of  Carl  G.  Jung.  He  was 
also  a  man  who  had  to  know.  There  isn’t 
anything  wrong  with  being  a  person  who 
has  to  know.  It’s  just  a  more  difficult 
route  than  that  of  acceptance  through 
blind  faith.  Donna  Veeder 

Jordan ville,  New  York 

Our  understandings  are 
limited  and  inadequate 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  Glenn  Smital’s  column 
headlined  “We  need  to  examine  more 
closely  what  Jesus  had  to  say  about  the 
cosmic  laws,”  in  the  April  24  issue  of 
your  paper,  and  the  letters  in  response  to 
it  in  the  May  22  issue. 

My  overall  response  to  the  column  and 
to  several  of  the  letters  is  that  the  writers 
should  reread  Jesus’  second  command¬ 
ment,  Mark  12:31,  and  then  consider, 
each  of  them,  his  own  practice  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  The  terms,  “ranting  and  raving” 
are  not  loving  terms,  they  are  judgmen¬ 
tal.  The  same  may  be  said  of  terms  used 
in  some  of  the  letters.  In  regard  to  the 
judgmental  aspects,  Mr.  Smital  and  some 
of  the  letter  writers  might  well  reread 
Paul’s  question  in  Romans  14:4,  i.e., 
“Who  are  you  to  judge  another  man’s 
servant?” 

I  agree  with  some  of  what  Mr.  Smital 
says,  and  with  some  I  disagree.  Had  the 
letter  writers  discussed  their  own  under¬ 
standing  of  God  and  how  He  works  as 
fully  as  did  Mr.  Smital,  I  probably  would 
find  my  understanding  of  God  differing 
from  all  theirs  as  it  differs  from  Mr. 
Smital’s.  All  of  us  are  finite  minds  at¬ 
tempting  to  understand  an  infinite  mind. 
Consequently,  we  should  all  remember 
that  our  understandings  are  limited  and 
inadequate.  All  of  them  are  to  some 
degree  inaccurate  and  all  of  them  con¬ 
tain  some  truth.  Keith  H.  Cook 

Topeka,  Kansas 

‘Thank  God  for  thinkers’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  more  than  obvious  that  the  respon¬ 
dents  to  Glenn  Smital’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
treatise  (see  TM/UMR,  April  24  and  May 
22)  are  in  disagreement  with  his  view¬ 
point.  But  to  assert  that  Mr.  Smital  is 
ignorant  or  oblivious  to  the  Scriptures  is 
being  prejudicial  and  intolerant. 

If  a  pastor  of  mine  made  a  statement  of 
not  wanting  me  or  my  family  to  hear 
“such  material  coming  into”  my  home,  I 
would  lose  all  confidence  in  him/her  as  a 
leader  or  preacher  of  any  modern  faith. 

As  for  praying  for  Mr.  Smital,  the 
prayers  need  to  be  extended  for  those 
whose  windows  of  knowledge  are  so  small 
as  not  to  see  the  greater  glory  of  God  and 
His  work  through  an  understanding  of 
human  psychology  and  the  growing 
knowledge  of  science.  Anyone  of  in¬ 


telligence  can  explain  the  "miracle”  of 
the  five  loaves  by  understanding  the 
psychology  of  selfishness  turned  to 
sharing  of  what  we  have. 

Thinkers  through  the  ages  have  been 
condemned  as  heretics  or  worse.  Pity 
Abraham,  Noah,  Jesus,  Marco  Polo, 
Columbus,  Galileo,  Luther,  Calvin,  and 
Wesley  for  going  against  the  contempor¬ 
ary  theological  grain.  Thank  God  for 
these  thinkers. 

John  Collins 
Bradenton,  Florida 


need  not  be  renegotiated  by  human 
beings. 

As  perhaps  never  before,  our  world  is 
one  of  activism  and  involvement  yet, 
some  figures  of  authority  think  that  all 
citizens  should  just  be  quiet,  follow  or¬ 
ders  arid  conform. 

One  band  of  not-so-quiet  non-conform¬ 
ists  was  the  early  Christians.  Unwilling 
to  let  the  state  deny  them  their  freedom 
to  worship,  they  took  a  stand.  Their 
bravery  in  the  face  of  danger  and  death 
spread  the  flame  of  Christianity’s  then- 
flickering  fire. 

During  the  Reformation,  a  man  named 
Martin  Luther  said,  “I  have  the  right  to 
believe  freely.”  His  words  and  deeds 
freed  a  lot  of  people  who  had  been  slaves 
to  human  authority. 

Even  today,  many  are  still  trying  to 
follow  Jesus  by  being  rebels  with  a  cause 
and  knights  without  a  sword.  My  father, 
a  past  annual  conference  lay  leader,  of¬ 
ten  says:  “Stand  up  and  be  counted.”  His 
philosophy  of  being  true  to  one’s  con¬ 
science  and  taking  a  stand  has  helped  to 
instill  within  me  a  distaste  for  fragile  or 
unworthy  authority,  a  scepticism  of 
custom,  and  a  love  of  liberty. 

So  when  caretakers  of  the  public  good 
reply  “Who  asked  you?”  in  response  to 
concerns  raised  about  human  rights, 
people’s  liberation,  nuclear  prolifer¬ 
ation,  or  other  controversial  subjects  —  I 
hope  United  Methodists  will  respond: 
"The  founder  of  our  religion,  who  in¬ 
structs  His  followers,  ‘When  you  do  it  for 
the  least  of  these,  you  do  it  for  me.  ’  ” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  Art  Greenhaw,  is  a  member  of 
First  UMC  in  Mesquite,  Texas  (North 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Readers-editors  dialogue 

‘Pro-abortion’  and  ‘pro-choice’ 
each  has  a  distinctive  meaning 


To  the  Editor: 

What  is  the  difference  between  pro- 
abortion  and  pro-choice  of  abortion  as 
referred  to  in  several  recent  articles  and 
letters  in  TM/UMR?  To  me  these  terms 
mean  the  same. 

In  my  judgment,  abortion  is  murder.  I 
see  no  excuse  for  anyone  thinking  other¬ 
wise.  Or  any  reason  for  any  Christian  to 
be  “pro-abortion"  or  “pro-choice.” 

The  Bible  says,  “Thou  shalt  not  kill.” 

F.  L.  Aldrich 
Allston,  Massachusetts 

"Pro-abortion”  means  that  one  thinks 
abortion  is  a  good  thing  and  favors  it  — 
for  example,  as  a  means  of  birth  control. 

The  “pro-choice”  position  denies  that  a 
decision  regarding  abortion  is  always  as 
simple  as  suggested  by  either  the  “pro¬ 
life”  groups  or  the  proponents  of  abor¬ 
tion. 

It  is  possible  for  a  person  holding  the 
“pro-choice”  position  to  consider  abor¬ 
tion  wrong,  yet  still  affirm  it  as  the 
wisest  alternative  available  when  all  fac¬ 
tors  of  a  particular  situation  are  con¬ 
sidered.  Our  church’s  position  on  this 
issue  is  a  good  case  in  point.  It  is  printed, 
as  follows,  in  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline: 

“The  beginning  of  life  and  the  end¬ 
ing  of  life  are  the  God-given  bound¬ 
aries  of  human  existence.  While  in¬ 
dividuals  have  always  had  some 
degree  of  control  over  when  they 
would  die,  they  now  have  the 


awesome  power  to  determine  when 
and  even  whether  new  individuals  will 
be  born.  Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of 
unborn  human  life  makes  us  reluctant 
to  approve  abortion.  But  we  are 
equally  bound  to  respect  the  sacred¬ 
ness  of  the  life  and  well-being  of  the 
mother,  for  whom  devastating 
damage  may  result  from  an  unaccept¬ 
able  pregnancy.  In  continuity  with 
past  Christian  teaching,  we  recognize 
tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life  that 
may  justify  abortion.  We  call  all 
Christians  to  a  searching  and  prayer¬ 
ful  inquiry  into  the  sorts  of  conditions 
that  may  warrant  abortion.  We  sup¬ 
port  the  legal  option  of  abortion  under 
proper  medical  procedures.  Never¬ 
theless,  governmental  laws  and 
regulations  do  not  necessarily  provide 
all  the  guidance  required  by  the  in¬ 
formed  Christian  conscience. 
Therefore,  a  decision  concerning 
abortion  should  be  made  only  after 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  parties  involved,  with 
medical,  pastoral,  and  other  appro¬ 
priate  counsel.” 

This  position  cannot  accurately  be 
called  “pro-abortion.”  It  is  “pro-choice.” 
Many  of  us  who  support  this  statement 
also  regard  it  as  “pro-life,”  —  while  at 
the  same  time  respecting  the  right  of  per¬ 
sons  who  usually  claim  this  designation 
exclusively  for  an  “anti-abortion” 
position  to  believe  otherwise. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Who,  me? 
A  partner? 


YES.YOU! 


You,  through  your  United  Methodist  church,  can  become  a  PARISH 
PARTNER.  You  can  be  linked  in  ministry  with  any  of  many  churches 
—  Asian,  Hispanic,  Native  American  churches,  those  in  Alaska  and 
Hawaii  —  through  the  PARISH  PARTNERS  program  of  the  National 
Division  Advance.  Your  prayers,  concern  and  gifts  —  and  those  of 
your  partner  church  —  will  form  the  bonds.  Your  gifts  will  help 
to  provide  ministerial  support,  develop  leaders,  build  churches  and 
do  much  more. 


For  more  Information,  write  or  call: 

The  Advance  Office,  Room  1316, 

475  Riverside  Dr. ,  New  York,  N  Y.  10 1 1 5 
Phone:  2 1 2/678-6 1 3 1 
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By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

PEORIA,  Ill.  —  United  .Methodists 
here  have  taken  the  lead  in  helping 
refugee  newcomers  to  this  area  learn 
English  through  a  program  that  now  has 
100  trained  tutors. 

The  tutors  —  most  of  whom  have  no 
background  in  a  foreign  language  —  are 
trained  using  the  Laubach  method, 
which  enables  them  to  teach  English 
effectively  on  a  one-to-one  basis. 

“The  idea  is  that  if  you  speak  English 
you  can  teach  it,”  said  Gertrude  Rose, 
who  helped  her  daughter.  Jan  Sabey 
start  the  program  five  years  ago  at 
Bradley  Epworth  UMC.  Ms.  Sabey 's 
grandmother,  Lillian  Lewis,  is  also  a 
tutor,  which  means  that  three  generations 
of  women  from  the  same  family  are 
committed  to  helping  newcomers  adjust 
to  life  in  America. 

“Jan  got  interested  in  tutoring  non- 
English  speaking  people  when  she  lived 
in  Chicago,’’  Mrs.  Rose  said.  “She 
became  acquainted  with  some  people 
who  worked  with  the  Laubach  program 
there.  They  really  had  a  communication 


problem  because  of  all  the  refugees. 
When  Jan  moved  back  to  Peoria  we 
decided  to  start  our  own  program  at  the 
church,”  she  added.  Money  from  the 
church’s  Outreach  Project  was  used  to 
purchase  the  initial  books  and  materials. 

In  the  beginning,  there  were  four 
students,  Ms.  Sabey  and  herself,  she 
said.  “But  now  we  have  more  than  100 
certified  tutors  —  most  of  whom  are 
church  members  —  in  a  three-county 
area,  and  most  have  at  least  one 
student,”  Mrs.  Rose  said.  Four  of  the 
tutors  are  members  of  Epworth  UMC, 
she  added. 

Mrs.  Rose  and  her  daughter  first  sug¬ 
gested  the  tutorial  program  to  Peoria’s 
public  school  officials.  “They  told  Jan 
they  didn’t  have  a  language  program," 
Mrs.  Rose  said.  “Then  they  had  to  start 
holding  classes  in  the  schools  to  help 
students  who  couldn't  speak  English. 
Now  they  have  a  waiting  list  of  about  500, 
and  they’re  not  taking  any  more.  They 
keep  asking  us  for  more  tutors,”  she 
added. 

Mrs.  Rose  said  the  classes  conducted  by 
the  schools  require  students  to  know 


"some  English”  before  they  can  enroll. 
“So  part  of  our  work  is  training  people  to 
the  point  where  they  can  function  in  a 
classroom  situation,"  she  said. 

The  program  is  part  of  the  National 
Affiliation  of  Literacy  Advance,  head¬ 
quartered  in  Syracuse,  N  Y.  Andrea 
Pitfido,  office  supervisor  in  Syracuse, 
said  the  Laubach  method  is  now  taught  in 
123  countries  and  312  languages  and 
dialects. 

The  method  of  teaching  was  developed 
in  the  1920’s  by  Dr.  Frank  Laubach.  an 
American  missionary.  “He  was  teaching 
a  tribe  of  natives  in  the  Philippines  to 
read  and  write  in  their  own  language." 
Ms.  Pitfido  said.  When  the  Depression 
threatened  to  cut  government  funding  for 
the  program.  Dr  Laubach  taught 
literate  natives  how  to  teach  the  other 
members  of  their  tribe. 

"That’s  where  we  get  our  motto  ‘each 
one  teach  one’,”  Ms.  Pitfido  said. 

She  hailed  outreach  programs 
sponsored  by  various  churches  as  having 
helped  spread  the  Laubach  program 
across  theU.S. 

Mrs.  Rose  said  the  program  first 


More  than  70,000  United  Methodists  have  gathered  during  the  last  six  weeks  for  worship  and  business  at  sessions  of  the  73 
annual  conferences.  Above,  the  Minnesota  representatives  meet  at  St.  Cloud  University  with  an  impressive  background  of 


Annual  rites  include  loans 


MINNESOTA  REPORTER  PHOTO 
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Celebrating  the  sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion  by  breaking  bread 
together,  these  visitors  to  the  Minne¬ 
sota  annual  conference  join  in 
receiving  the  elements. 

MINNESOTA  REPORTER  PHOTO 


United  Methodism’s  spring  ritual, 
the  meeting  of  its  73  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  began  in  May  and  winds  up 
next  Friday,  June  26  in  Lakeside,  Ohio. 

In  the  process,  upwards  of  35,000 
ministers  and  an  equal  number  of  lay 
representatives  have  gathered  at 
churches,  college  campuses  and 
conference  assemblies  to  share  fellow¬ 
ship,  hear  sermons,  ordain  some  min¬ 
isters  and  retire  others,  plan  for  an¬ 
other  year’s  work  in  their  region,  set 
budgets  and  debate  social  issues. 

The  unusual  financial  burden  faced 
by  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  in  providing  $21  million  in 
loans  to  the  bankrupt  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  chain  has  not  gone 
unnoticed  by  the  other  72  conferences. 
Almost  all  have  had  recommenda¬ 
tions  before  them  to  provide  loan  funds 
which  could  add  up  to  $2  million. 

Members  of  the  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference  heard  last 
Saturday  that  they  have  already 
passed  their  first  goal  of  $6  million. 
They  hope  to  raise  $4  million  more  by 
Dec.  31. 


The  Northern  Illinois  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  gave 
a  “pat  on  the  back”  to  persons  at 
annual  conference  who  spoke  and 
acted  in  ways  supportive  of  women's 
concerns. 

NORTHERN  ILLINOIS  REPORTER  PHOTO 


Newly  ordained  deacons,  elders  and  their  spouses  are 
honored  at  a  reception  during  the  New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference.  new  Mexico  reporter  photo 


Keeping  the  children  busy  while  their  parents  participate  in 
annual  conference  is  a  service  increasingly  provided.  Above, 
Oklahoma  children  paint  with  “Boo  Boo”  the  clown. 
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iTwo  Pennsylvania  ministers  voted  out 


teaches  students  to  imitate  words  and 
then  to  learn  their  meaning,  in  much  the 
same  way  babies  learn  their  first  words 
“The  students  are  first  taught  without 
books,”  she  said  “They  just  listen  to  the 
instructor  say  the  words  and  mimic 
them  Then  we  move  on  to  ‘survival 
English.’  teaching  them  basic  things  like 
‘hello;  what  is  your  name?’  ” 

After  mastering  those  skills,  Mrs.  Rose 
said,  the  student  learns  the  alphabet  and 
phonic  sounds. 

The  progress  of  a  student  depends  on 
both  the  tutor  and  the  student,  she  said 
“Many  times  a  person  comes  to  us  to 
learn  English  for  a  specific  reason,  like 
wanting  to  pass  a  drivers  license  test. 
When  they  learn  enough  to  pass  the  test, 
many  will  quit,”  she  added 

However,  she  said  many  others 
continue  with  their  studies  to  achieve  a 
long-lasting  command  of  English.  “We 
had  one  Spanish-speaking  woman  in  our 
program  who  wanted  to  enroll  in  an 
American  junior  college.  She  stuck  with 
it,  and  eventually  was  able  to  pass  the 
test,  and  later  became  a  naturalized 
American  citizen.” 


orthe  many  students  who  have  been 
taught  through  the  program,  she  said  at 
least  three  have  become  U.S.  citizens 
The  tutors  have  served  persons  from 
several  countries,  from  "Laos  to  Mexico 
to  Russia,”  Mrs.  Rose  said. 

Tutoring  and  learning  is  not  just  poring 
over  books  and  charts,  she  added 
Students,  tutors  and  their  families  gather 
at  least  twice  a  year  for  a  picnic  in  the 
park  or  a  potluck  supper  for  a  “feast  of 
food  and  fellowship,”  Mrs.  Rose  said. 

To  become  tutors,  interested  persons 
must  go  through  18  hours  of  rigorous 
training.  “Being  certified  to  ‘tutor  the 
tutors’  takes  almost  twice  as  long,”  Mrs. 
Rose  said  Her  daughter.  Ms.  Sabey.  is 
the  only  certified  trainer  in  the  family, 
she  added.  The  training  session,  pre¬ 
viously  held  at  Bradley  Epworth  UMC, 
will  move  to  other  centers  because  of  lack 
of  space, she  said. 

Persons  or  organizations  interested  in 
getting  involved  in  a  tutorial  program  in 
their  community  should  write  to  NALA, 
P.O.  Box  131,  Syracuse.  NY  13210. 


PEORIA.  III.  —  Dora  Walton  of 
Bradley  Epworth  UMC  here,  right,  tutors 
Maria  Alvarado  in  basic  English. 
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10,000  refugees  to  resettle  in  U.S . 
‘cluster’  cities,  UMCOR  appeals 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Sponsors  are  urgently 
needed  for  up  to  10,000  Cambodian 
refugees  expected  to  arrive  in  10  U.S. 
cities  this  summer,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  special  appeal  issued  here 
last  week. 

Groups  of  between  300  and  1,000  refu¬ 
gees  will  be  re-located  in  “clusters”  as 
part  of  a  national  plan  to  place  Cam¬ 
bodians  in  parts  of  the  United  States 
where  they  have  been  successfully  re¬ 
settled  before,  where  jobs  are  avail¬ 
able  and  support  services  functioning. 

The  project’s  tentative  “cluster”  sites 
include  Atlanta,  Boston,  Chicago, 
Cincinnati,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dallas, 
Houston,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  and  Richmond,  Va. 

The  plan  and  selection  of  sites  is  a  joint 
effort  of  the  U.S.  Refugee  Resettlement 
office  and  voluntary  agencies  such  as 
Church  World  Service,  with  which 
UMCOR  cooperates. 


UMCOR  refugee  specialist  Lilia 
Fernandez  said  the  expected  increase  in 
the  number  of  Indochinese  refugees  — 
including  these  Cambodians  —  arriving 
this  summer  is  related  to  a  recent  U.S. 
Justice  Department  interpretation  of  the 
1980  Refugee  Act. 

The  interpretation,  reached  after  talks 
with  the  U.S.  State  Department,  treats 
virtually  all  those  fleeing  from 
totalitarian  Indochinese  countries  as 
legal  refugees,  regardless  of  why  they 
*chose  to  leave  their  home  countries 

The  U.S.  Immigration  and  Natural¬ 
ization  Service  had  been  excluding  Indo¬ 
chinese  (Laotians,  Cambodians  and 
Vietnamese  boat  people)  who  were 
judged  to  be  fleeing  mainly  for  economic 
reasons. 

Ms.  Fernandez  said  that  limiting 
Indochinese  eligibility  for  refugee  status 
had  resulted  in  a  general  slowdown  of 
refugees  for  U  S  resettlement  to  about 
10,000  per  month.  This  is  below  the  14,000 
monthly  quota  for  Indochinese  set  in 
mid-1979. 


‘Inclusive’  lectionary  fight 
said  threat  to  RSV  stature 


By  TRACY  EARLY 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

NEW  YORK  —  Controversy  over  the 
“inclusive  language”  lectionary  is 
threatening  “sales  and  influence”  of  the 
Revised  Standard  Version  Bible,  the  RSV 
translation  committee  chairperson  has 
warned. 

Reporting  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Education  and  Ministry 
Division,  which  holds  the  RSV  copyright 
and  will  produce  the  lectionary,  Bruce 
Metzger  of  Princeton  Seminary  said  the 
two  have  been  confused  and  this  could 
erode  “public  confidence”  in  the  RSV. 

Dr.  Metzger’s  committee  is  preparing 
a  new  RSV  edition  using  “inclusive 
language”  for  human  beings.  The 
lectionary  committee,  starting  from  the 

SW  Texas  negotiates 


RSV.  will  additionally  deal  with 
language  about  God. 

Charles  Colman,  RSV  policies’ 
committee  chairperson,  said  companies 
publishing  the  RSV  feared  damaging 
fall-out  would  result  from  hostility  to  the 
lectionary.  He  emphasized  the  potential 
damage  to  other  NCC  programs  due  to 
loss  of  royalties,  though  other  division 
committee  members  questioned  the 
publishers’  assessment  and  said  the 
lectionary  should  in  any  case  be  handled 
without  regard  to  that  issue. 

The  interim  division  executive,  Blaine 
Fister,  said  the  NCC  does  not  reveal 
royalty  income.  But  the  1981  Education 
and  Ministry  division  budget  anticipates 
this  and  other  earned  income  will 
amount  to  $1.3  million  dollars  of  a  $17 
million  total. 


Bishop  mutes  ‘gay’ protest 


TM/UMR  .Staff  Special 
GROVE  CITY,  Pa.  -  Two 
•obationary  ministers  of  United 
ethodism’s  Western  Pennsylvania 
finual  Conference  were  discontinued  by 
>te  of  the  conference’s  clergy  members 
st  Wednesday. 

Put  on  leave  of  absence  in  March  after 
ne  months  under  appointment, 
lexander  Ufema  II  and  John 
inkbeiner,  Jr.,  were  charged  with 
lisobedience  to  the  order  and  discipline 
the  UMC”  by  the  conference  Board  of 
rdained  Ministry,  and  removed  from 
ieir  pulpits  —  six  churches  of  the 


Perryopolis  and  Redstone  charges.  They 
requested  a  trial. 

But  it  was  determined  by  the 
conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
on  the  basis  of  an  April  ruling  of  the 
UMC’s  Judicial  Council  that  a  trial  would 
not  be  appropriate.  The  church’s 
“supreme  court”  ruled  that  the 
ministerial  members  of  an  annual 
conference  have  the  final  right  to 
determine  a  minister’s  status  —  not  a 
trial  court. 

The  board  withdrew  its  charge, 
eliminating  the  basis  for  a  trial,  and 
paving  the  way  for  a  decision  by  the 


Pastors  quit;  blame  denomination 


;  PETERBOROUGH,  N.H.  (RNS)  -  A 
United  Methodist  pastor  who  resigned 
here  over  his  church’s  aid  to  “leftist” 
causes  has  formed  a  new  congregation 
with  a  majority  of  his  previous  flock. 

Despite  the  intervention  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  of 
Boston  and  other  regional  church 
officials,  a  majority  of  parishioners  held 
to  their  earlier  decision  to  separate  from 
the  denomination.  The  annual  session  of 
the  denomination’s  New  Hampshire  Con¬ 
ference  accepted  the  resignation  of  the  pas¬ 


tor,  the  Rev.  Robert  R.  Pinard,  in  mid-May. 

The  split  developed  after  publication  of 
a  study  of  church  grants  by  David 
Jessup,  a  conservative  United  Methodist 
layman.  The  parishioners  objected  to 
church  money  allegedly  being  sent  to  Marx¬ 
ist-oriented  activist  and  guerrilla  groups. 

In  a  related  development,  the  Rev. 
David  C.  Voymas  left  his  United 
Methodist  pastorate  in  Wellfieet,  Mass., 
with  16  adults  and  25  children  to  form  a 
new,  independent  congregation. 


annual  conference. 

During  the  three-hour  executive 
session  last  week  the  ministry  board 
reported  its  recommendation  for 
discontinuance  based  on  the  following 
points:  That  the  two  had  incorporated  a 
non-profit  corporation  called  “Christian 
Brothers  and  Sisters”  without 
consultation  with  officials  of  their 
churches,  and  held  Sunday  evening 
services  under  the  auspices  of  the 
organization  which  were  competitive  to 
the  churches  to  which  they  were 
appointed. 

The  board  also  cited  disregard  for  the 
role  of  the  laity,  ministries  that  created 
confusion  and  disunity  within  the  larger 
community,  attacks  on  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  and  failure  to  cooperate 
with  the  district  superintendent  in 
serving  their  churches  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  “Book  of  Discipline.” 

The  two  ministers  were  given  equal 
time  to  present  their  views.  However, 
Mr.  Ufema  told  TM/UMR  they  asked  the 
forgiveness  of  the  bishop  and  district 
superintendent  for  anything  they  did 
wrong.  He  said  they  believe  they  were 
unjustly  removed  from  their  pulpits. 

-  SHARON  MIELKE 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  For  the  first  time  in 
10  years,  a  former  minister  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
who  was  suspended  after  openly 
declaring  himself  to  be  homosexual,  did 
not  protest  the  conference’s  ordination 
service  by  silently  kneeling  at  the  altar. 

Gene  Leggett  of  Dallas  told  members 
of  the  annual  conference  in  session  here 
earlier  this  month  that  he  would  not 
protest  because  the  atmosphere  of  the 
conference  was  more  conciliatory  and 
accepting  of  homosexual  persons,  and 
that  he  appreciated  the  change  from 
1971. 

The  conference  voted  to  give  Mr. 
Leggett  permission  to  address  it  upon  the 
request  of  the  chairman  of  the 
conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
It  was  not  overwhelmingly  approved, 
according  to  the  Rev.  David  Stewart  of 
Austin,  the  conference’s  press  officer. 
Don  Hand,  a  layman  of  San  Antonio  who 
some  credit  with  having  proposed  in  1972 
the  restrictive  language  concerning 
homosexuality  now  in  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  “Book  of  Discipline,”  said  he  had 
no  objection  if  Mr.  Leggett  was  coming  to 
seek  guidance  and  counsel. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  Bishop  Ernest  Dixon 

—  who  was  the  chairman  of  the 
conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
in  1971  when  Mr.  Leggett  was  suspended 

—  had  met  with  the  “gay”  caucus  in 
Austin  last  November  and  negotiated 
four  agreements  in  an  attempt  at 
reconciliation:  (1)  That  the  caucus  could 
have  an  exhibit  on  human  sexuality  at 
the  annual  conference;  (2)  that  they 
could  present  suggestions  to  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  regarding  human 
sexuality  workshops;  (3)  that  members 
of  their  group  could  be  considered  for 
membership  on  conference  boards  and 
agencies  as  bona  fide  members  of  the 
UMC  and  not  as  “gay”  advocates;  and 
(4)  that  Mr.  Leggett  would  be  allowed  to 
address  the  conference  if  its  member 
approved. 

Bishop  Dixon  said  Troy  Stokes  of 
Austin  requested  that  he  meet  with  them. 

I 


The  bishop  said  that  on  the  basis  of  Par. 
71(f)  of  the  denomination’s  Social 
Principles,  he  decided  to  meet  and  set  a 
new  direction.  “I  support  the  church's 
statement;  I  support  the  church’s  position 
on  homosexuality,  but  I  also  recognize 
them  as  persons  of  sacred  worth.” 
worth.” 

Mr.  Stewart  reported  that  the  caucus 
allowed  to  address  the  conference.  How¬ 
ever,  the  nomination  of  Troy  Stokes  of 
University  UMC,  Austin,  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  Commission  on  the  Role  and  Status 
of  Women  ran  into  opposition  and  he 
withdrew. 


The  slowdown  in  U.S.  refugee 
resettlement  sufficiently  alarmed  offi¬ 
cials  in  Thailand  that  they  threatened 
forcibly  to  return  all  of  the  140,000 
Cambodians  now  in  Thailand  and  to  stop 
accepting  Vietnamese  boat  people,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Religious  News  Service 
release. 

Ms.  Fernandez  said  that  while  the 
current  emphasis  is  on  finding  sponsors 
for  Cambodians  who  will  be  eligible  for 
cluster  resettlement  this  summer, 
refugee  sponsors  still  are  needed 
elsewhere  for  those  from  other  Indo¬ 
chinese.  Eastern  European  and  African 
countries  eligible  for  refugee  status  here 

Ms.  Fernandez  and  federal  officials 
stress,  however,  that  the  new  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  immigration  law  does  not 
mean  that  the  U.S.  will  be  expected  to 
take  more  than  its  share  of  Indochinese 
refugees. 

Oliver  Cromwell  of  the  U.S.  Office  of 
Refugee  Resettlement,  said  representa¬ 
tives  of  such  private  agencies  as  Church 
World  Service,  in  cooperation  with  re¬ 
settled  refugees  such  as  those  in  the 
Cambodian  Association  of  the  U.S.  are 
recommending  the  cluster  locations  to 
his  refugee  resettlement  office. 

By  identifying  locations  where 
Indochinese  communities  and  support 
services  already  exist,  local  churches 
and  families  have  back-up  resources  for 
their  own  sponsorship  efforts,  he  added. 

Both  Mr.  Cromwell  and  Ms.  Fernandez 
emphasized  that  the  list  of  proposed  sites 
is  not  absolutely  definite  yet  which  creates 
additional  problems  for  the  relief 
agencies. 

“It’s  so  difficult  to  make  an  appeal  for 
refugee  sponsors  because  nothing  is  set," 
Ms.  Fernandez  said.  “If  we  don’t  alert 
those  areas  now,  we  will  have  trouble 
because  we  don’t  have  sponsors  there.” 

“Churches  want  definite  information, 
and  with  refugees  that’s  very  difficult.” 
Ms  Fernandez  said.  “Everything  is  so 
fluid.” 

The  push  for  group  resettlement  now 
places  an  additional  burden  on  church- 
related  agencies,  she  said,  since  church 
activity  often  slows  down  during  the 
summer 

Churches  and  individuals  who  wish  to 
help  with  refugee  resettlement  efforts  of 
any  type  may  contact  Ms.  Fernandez  at 
UMCOR,  Room  1374,  475  Riverside  Dr  , 
New  York.  NY  10115,  (212)  678-6283 
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TURN  YOUR  CHURCH 
AROUND 

Fund  raising  materials  from  The  Centurion 
Program  thot  will  help  you  turn  your 
church  oround  financially. 

*  Biblically  based 

■k  Historically  significant 

k  Missionary  minded 

k  Success  oriente*4 

“For  the  first  time,  a  great  campaign 

that  management  can  understand." 

—Dr  Olin  Shockley 
AldersgateU  M.C 
Wilmington.  DE 

“Well-organized  —  more  pledges,  more 
money  pledged  and  that's  the  whole 
idea.” 

—Dr.  Carlton  Thomson 
St.  Luke’s  U.M.C. 
Lubbock.  TX 

For  a  free  sample  packet,  write: 

THE  CENTURIAN  PROGRAM 
4230  LBJ.  s|09.  Dallas.  TX  75234 


White  Wolves  In  China 

By  James  H.  Pyke 

Read  about  a  Methodist  missionary  couple  whose  lives  spanned  the  turbulent 
period  of  modern  Chinese  history:  the  Boxer  Rebellion,  the  Warlord  decade,  the 
Japanese  invasion  and  internment  camp  during  the  Pacific  War.  Live  with  the 
Pykes  through  flood,  famine  and  war  and  find  inspiration  in  their  devotion  to 
Christ  and  in  the  heroic  faith  of  Chinese  Christians  who  found  lasting  hope  in  the 
Gospel. 

Available  from  the  author  for  $5.00:  James  H.  Pyke,  5304  Baltimore  Ave., 
Chevy  Chase,  MD  20015. 
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Religious  views  ‘surprise’  factor 


In  teen  sex  education 


Church  needs  input 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  “Religious  com¬ 
mitment”  —  much  to  the  surprise  of 
researchers  —  is  the  most  consistently 
valid  basis  for  predicting  the  actions  and 
attitudes  of  Americans  today,  according 
to  a  nationwide  survey  by  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

The  survey  found  a  high  level  of 
religious  commitment  was  the  most 
significant  factor  in  how  respondents  felt 
about  their  jobs.  The  higher  the  religious 
commitment  the  more  likely  they  were  to 
say  they  are  dedicated  to  their  jobs,  find 
the  work  interesting,  receive  recognition 
for  efforts,  work  with  others  toward  a 
common  goal,  influence  decisions  and 
have  opportunity  for  advancement. 

On  dozens  of  questions  on  several 
topics,  -  religious  commitment  usually 
was  a  much  more  significant  factor 
than  whether  a  person  was  a  political 
liberal  or  conservative,  a  Republican  or 
Democrat,  a  Southerner  or  North- 
easterner,  or  a  resident  of  a  city,  town  or 
suburb. 

And  the  difference  between  answers 
when  divided  according  to  the  respon¬ 
dents’  level  of  religious  commitment 
usually  was  much  wider  than  when  an¬ 
swers  were  divided  according  to  the 
respondents’  age,  sex,  race,  occupation 
or  educational  and  income  levels. 

Findings  surprise  researchers 

‘‘We  didn’t  expect  this  report  to  be  so 
dominated  by  religion,”  said  Peter  Finn, 
director  of  the  survey  operations  for 
Research  &  Forecasts  Inc.  of  New  York. 
He  told  TM/UMR  that  the  firm  con¬ 
sidered  dropping  religion  questions  last 
summer  because  the  phone  interview 
was  too  long. 

“We  just  didn’t  believe  that  religion 
could  be  that  influential  to  Americans  in 
the  ’80s,”  he  said. 


National  survey  sees  commitment 
key  to  American  actions ,  attitudes 


Levels  of  religious  commitment  were 
determined  by  answers  to  eight 
questions  relating  to  such  things  as 
prayer,  Bible  reading  and  church  at¬ 
tendance. 

Asked  if  they  frequently  feel  their  work 
contributes  to  society,  respondents  who 
were  deemed  to  have  the  highest 
religious  commitment  answered  'yes’  in 
far  greater  numbers  (91%)  than  those 
with  the  lowest  religious  commitment 
(53%). 

That  gap  was  much  wider  than  be¬ 
tween  the  'yes’  answers,  of  blacks  and 
whites  (79%  vs.  67%),  high  school  drop¬ 
outs  and  college  graduates  (70%  vs.  67%) 
males  and  females  (70%  vs.  66%)  and 
Americans  in  their  fifties  and  those  in 
their  twenties  (77%  vs.  69%). 

The  survey  results  also  strongly  sug¬ 
gest  that  religious  commitment  heightens 
one’s  support  for  family  life  and 
neighborliness. 

Above  all  other  factors  —  including 
marital  status  —  religious  commitment 
was  found  to  be  the  most  significant  in 
whether  persons  say  it  is  “very  im¬ 
portant”  for  them  to  play  with  children, 
do  things  as  a  family  group,  talk  with 
older  members  of  the  family,  go  out  of 
their  way  to  help  a  friend  and  discuss 
local  issues  with  neighbors. 

Only  age  was  more  significant  in 
whether  people  said  they  frequently  visit 
with  neighbors  or  believe  it  ‘‘very  im¬ 
portant”  to  be  with  friends  and  make 
new  friends.  Older  persons  are  more 
likely  than  younger  persons  to  hold  these 
attitudes. 

Highly  religious  people  also  tend  to 
practice  better  citizenship,  the  survey 
results  suggest: 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  church’s 
role  must  be  strengthened  in  providing 
adequate  sexuality  education  services 
for  teen-agers,  United  Methodist  agency 
workers  decided  following  a  consultation 
on  the  subject  here  last  month. 

Twenty-two  representatives  of  UM- 
related  community  centers,  programs 
and  urban  ministries  met  during  the 
“Consultation  on  Programs  Related  to 
Teen-age  Sexuality,  Pregnancy  and 
Parenthood”  and  reviewed  possible 
models  for  education  in  sexuality, 
including  church  involvement. 

An  increasing  number  of  proposals 
coming  from  United  Methodist-related 
agencies  for  programs  to  help  teenagers 
with  problems  led  to  the  consultation 
sponsored  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  staff  person  Peggy  Halsey 
explained. 

On  possible  church  involvement  in 
sexuality  education,  urban  ministry 
workers  stressed  the  importance  of 
including  ministers  and  churches  in 
sharing  information  about  the  subject. 

Jane  Quinn,  project  director  at  the 
Center  for  Population  Options  in 
Washington,  suggested  several  steps  for 
building  a  program:  involving  teen¬ 
agers  in  assessing  needs  and  planning 
and  using  parents  on  an  advisory  board 
as  well  as  experts  from  the  community. 

Quoting  a  Stamford  Junior 
Achievement  Study  on  values,  she  said 
that  teen-agers  in  1980  were  most 
influenced  by  peers,  then  by  parents  and 
lastly  by  the  media.  In  1960,  the  priority 
was  parents,  friends  and  school. 

Ms.  Quinn  also  offered  possible  models 
for  education  in  sexuality : 

•  Peer  education  which  worked  well  in 
drug  education  programs  ; 

•  A  multi-session  course  using  a 
packet  prepared  by  the  medical  school  at 
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United  Methodist-related  Emory 
University; 

•  Parent-youth  interaction  groups  ; 

•  Incorporate  sexuality  education  in 
existing  programs  including 
confirmation  classes  and  church 
retreats ; 

•  Family  life  theater  featuring 
improvisation  with  parent-teacher 
associations  and  adult  groups. 

Songfests 
to  unveil 
new  hymnals 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Forty-six 
“Festivals  of  Song”  will  be  held  across 
the  nation  between  Sept.  12  and  Nov.  22  to 
introduce  two  new  United  Methodist 
hymnals. 

The  six-hour  seminars  on  Saturdays  or 
Sundays  will  introduce  “Songs  of  Zion,” 
a  collection  of  254  songs  from  the  black 
tradition,  and  a  collection  of  140  songs 
prepared  as  a  supplement  to  the 
denomination’s  “Book  of  Hymns” 
published  in  1964. 

Authorized  by  the  1976  General 
Conference,  the  two  hymnals  are  the  11th 
and  12th  publications  in  a  series  of 
supplemental  worship  resources 
produced  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Section  on  Worship.  The  festivals  are 
being  sponsored  by  that  section,  the 
Cokesbury  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  and  annual 
conference  committees  on  worship. 
Publisher  of  the  books  is  Abingdon,  the 
book-publishing  arm  of  the  Publishing 
House. 

The  one-day  festivals  are  open  to  all 
interested  persons. 

The  “Supplement  to  the  Book  of 
Hymns”  was  developed  by  a  four- 
member  task  force  chaired  by  Jane 
Marshall  of  Dallas.  It  includes 
congregational  songs  from  old  and  new 
gospel  hymn  traditions,  songs  from 
ethnic  minority  sources,  contemporary, 
standard  and  “pop”  hymnody,  scripture 
songs,  psalmody,  shaped  note  hymnody 
as  well  as  examples  of  rounds  and  other 
music  useful  in  worship. 


the  church  today 


Join  Doug  Oldham 

For  a  Week  of  Praise  and  Concerts  on  the 
Latin  American  Caribbean  Experience. 

Planned  for  Christians,  we’re  reserving 
The  Honduran  Sheraton  for  fellowship, 
spiritual  highlights  and  missions  exposure. 
Special  events  are  planned  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Angels,  Siguatepeque,  Mayan  ruins 
of  Copan.  From  New  Orleans  or  Miami, 
total  expense  is  $950. 

FEBRUARY  20-27,1982 
For  more  information  write: 

Project  Partner  with  Christ 
P.O.  Box  1054  Middletown,  OH 
45042  (513)  539-8435 


Thomas  Ogletree  named  dean  of 
Drew  Theological  Seminary 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  Drew  University 
President  Paul  Hardin  announced  the 
appointment  of  Thomas  W.  Ogletree,  47. 
a  member  of  the  faculty  at  Vanderbilt 
University,  as  dean  of  the  Drew 
Theological  School  last  week. 

Dr.  Ogletree  suc¬ 
ceeds  James  E. 

Kirby  Jr.,  who 
leaves  Drew  on 
July  1  to  become 
dean  of  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology 
at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University. 

Professor  of  theo¬ 
logical  ethics  in  the 
Vanderbilt  Divinity  Dr  Ogletree 
School  since  1970,  and  chairman  of  the 
university’s  graduate  department  of  re¬ 
ligion  for  the  past  year  and  a  half.  Dr. 
Ogletree  has  also  been  a  senior  research 
associate  with  the  Vanderbilt  Institute  of 
Public  Policy  Studies  since  1977. 

He  is  a  much -published  author,  editor, 
reviewer,  and  commentator  on  major 
theological  issues,  on  the  Marxist- 
Christian  dialogue,  and  on  Christian 
ethics. 

World  evangelist  urges 
halt  in  nuclear  weapons 

HIROSHIMA,  Japan  -  An  appeal  for 
peace  was  made  here  by  the  Rev.  Alan 
Walker  in  the  city  destroyed  by  the  first 
atomic  bomb.  The  world  evangelist 
called  for  “a  halt  to  the  making  of 
nuclear  weapons”  and  the  destruction  of 
nuclear  arsenals. 

“Only  a  complete  repudiation  of 
nuclear  warfare  will  save  humanity  from 
destruction,”  Dr.  Walker,  director  of 
World  Evangelism  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  said  May  26. 

He  said  that  seeing  how  a  city  died  in 
Hiroshima  should  provide  an  “indelible 
warning”  to  humanity  about  the  realities 
of  nuclear  destruction. 

“Peace  does  not  rest  on  weapons  of 
deterrence  or  on  a  balance  of  power,  but 
on  the  rejection  of  war  and  the  will  to 
peace,”  he  said. 

Popular  Bible  handbook 
appears  in  Spanish 

NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  A  Spanish 
translation  of  the  popular  “Abingdon 
Bible  Handbook”  will  be  released  here 
early  in  1982.  according  to  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  officials. 

Edited  by  Edward  Pay  son  Blair,  a 
retired  member  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  of  the  UMC,  the  English 
edition  was  released  in  1975.  More  than 
46,000  copies  have  been  distributed. 

The  Spanish  translation  project, 
“Manual  de  Biblico,”  was  directed  by 
Victor  P.  Furnish,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas.  The  project  was 
underwritten  by  a  $5,000  grant  from  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 


denomination’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

New  UM  directory 
now  available 

NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  If  you  want 
to  give  United  Methodist  leaders  blame 
or  credit,  your  job  is  now  easier  thanks  to 
a  143-page  directory  issued  this  month  by 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  compact  5  V&  x  8  fe  book  includes 
the  names  and  mailing  addresses  of  all 
bishops,  elected  members  and  staff  of  all 
boards,  agencies,  commissions  and 
councils,  and  certain  annual  conference 
leaders. 

More  than  2,300  names  are  included 
under  the  respective  categories,  as  well 
as  in  an  index  in  the  back  of  the  book.  The 
directory  is  available  from  Cokesbury 
Bookstores  for  $6.95. 

Mercy  appeals  pour  in  for 
condemned  Kentucky  teenager 
FRANKFORT,  KY.  —  More  than  1,500 
letters  from  around  the  world  have  been 
sent  to  Kentucky  Gov.  John  Young 
Brown  Jr.,  asking  him  to  commute  the 
death  sentence  of  a  teen-age  boy 
convicted  of  murdering  a  7-year-old  girl. 

The  letter-writing  campaign  was 
organized  by  Amnesty  International,  a 
worldwide  organization  which  seeks 
freedom  for  political  prisoners  and 
opposes  capital  punishment. 

The  object  of  the  clemency  campaign, 
Todd  Ice,  was  16  when  he  was  convicted 
last  December  in  the  slaying  of  Conna 
Knox. 

The  letters,  most  of  them  from  western 
Europe  and  many  written  in  languages 
other  than  English,  plead  with  Gov. 
Brown  to  commute  the  youth’s  death 
sentence  because  he  is  under  18.  They 
contend  the  United  States  is  a  signatory 
to  two  international  conventions 
opposing  the  death  penalty  for  minors. 

All  death  sentences  in  Kentucky  are 
appealed  automatically  to  the  state 
Supreme  Court,  which  sets  an  execution 
date  if  it  upholds  the  death  penalty.  The 
court  has  not  yet  acted  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Brown  has  said  he  expects  to  face 
squarely  the  issue  of  capital  punishment 
sometime  in  the  next  few  months. 

Florida  Scout  from 
UM  troop  elected  to 
Exploring  post 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  A  19-year-old 
Floridian  has  been  elected  to  head  the 
nearly  half-million  member  young  adult 
arm  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  known 
as  Exploring. 

Charles  A.  Wolfe,  of  Lake  Park,  was 
picked  during  the  llth  annual  National 
Explorer  Presidents’  Congress  here.  The 
college  student,  who  plans  a  career  in 
public  administration,  will  serve  a  term 
of  one  year. 

An  Eagle  Scout  as  a  boy,  Mr.  Wolfe  is  a 
member  of  Explorer  Post  132,  sponsored 
by  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Palm  Beach  Gardens,  Fla.  The  unit 
specializes  in  environmental  science. 


Religious  commitment  was  second 
only  to  age  as  the  main  indicator  of 
whether  a  person  voted  frequently  in 
local  elections,  served  as  an  officer  in  a 
local  civic  organization  and  did  not  desire 
to  leave  the  community. 

It  was  the  primary  factor  in 
distinguishing  persons  who  frequently  do 
volunteer  work,  attend  community  and 
neighborhood  meetings  and  who  feel  they 
have  a  significant  influence  bn  the  way 
their  community  is  run. 

The  survey  found  a  few  areas 
where  religion  was  not  a  significant  in¬ 
dicator.  Similar  breakdowns  in  attitudes 
can  be  found  in  both  religious  and  non¬ 
religious  groups  of  Americans  about 
such  issues  as  big  government,  national 
economic  questions,  nuclear  power, 
rights  of  criminals,  the  importance  of  a 
rewarding  sexual  relationship  and  the  re¬ 
sponsiveness  of  the  press  to  the  public’s 
needs. 

Criteria  for  ‘religious’  cited 
Rather  than  relying  simply  on  church 
attendance  as  a  measure  of  religious 
commitment,  Connecticut  Mutual 
devised  an  eight-point  test.  The  criteria 
were:  >. 

•  Feel  that  God  loves  you  —  73%  an¬ 
swered  that  they  “frequently”  do  (21% 
answered  “occasionally”). 

•  Engage  in  prayer  —  57%  “frequent¬ 
ly”  (32%  “occasionally”). 

•  Attend  religious  services  —  44% 
(38%). 

•  Read  the  Bible -28%  (47%). 

•  Have  something  you  call  a  religious 
experience  —  25%  (41%). 

•  Participate  in  a  church  social  ac¬ 
tivity -25%  (37%). 

•  Encourage  others  to  turn  to  religion 
-23%  (34%). 

•  Listen  to  religious  broadcasts  —  21% 
(38%). 

If  you  do  seven  or  eight  of  those 
frequently,  you  are  among  the  10  percent 
of  Americans  the  survey  labeled  as 
having  the  highest  level  of  religious  com¬ 
mitment. 

The  other  categories  were:  high  (an¬ 
swering  “frequently"  to  five  or  six  points), 
moderate  (three  or  four),  low  (one  or 
two)  and  lowest  (none). 

According  to  the  survey,  17  percent  of 
Americans  fit  the  lowest  category. 

The  criteria  are  somewhat  different 
from  those  commonly  used  by  surveyors 
of  religious  attitudes,  said  the  Rev. 
Warren  Hartman,  a  researcher  and 
survey  expert  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

That  probably  is  because  the  panel  of 
advisors  for  the  Connecticut  Mutual  sur¬ 
vey  didn’t  include  any  religion  experts, 
according  to  Mr.  Finn. 

Mr.  Hartman,  who  had  requested  the 
survey  results  but  not  seen  them,  was 
read  information  over  the  telephone  by 
TM/UMR.  He  said  the  eight  religious 
criteria  are  good  but  tend  to  be  weighted 
on  the  personal  piety  side.  “I  would  add  a 
couple  of  questions  that  would  reflect 
whether  persons  perform  services  or 
make  decisions  on  the  basis  of  their 
religious  beliefs."  He  noted  that  the 
religious  commitment  scale  does  not 
reflect  whether  or  not  an  individual  is 
committed  to  institutional  religion,  except 
for  a  couple  of  questions.  Questions  about 
assuming  church  leadership,  attending 
study  classes  and  giving  money  often  are 
used  to  help  measure  institutional  com¬ 
mitment,  he  said. 

‘Religious’  more  ‘hawkish’ 

The  survey  results  showed  that  the 
"most  religious”  respondents  were 
somewhat  more  “hawkish”  in  their  an¬ 
swers  to  a  few  questions. 

The  “most  religious”  overwhelmingly 
supported  (80%)  the  proposition  that  the 
United  States  should  have  the  strongest 
military  force  in  the  world,  no  matter 
what  it  costs.  The  only  groups  in  all  the 
categories  that  were  more  enthusiastic 
about  military  spending  were  Americans 
over  65  and  those  who  never  finished  high 
school. 

However,  the  majority  of  the  “most 
religious”  (59%)  called  the  involvement 


in  Vietnam  unjustified,  just  a  |>it 
lower  than  the  “least  religious"  (68%).  ‘ 
Those  with  the  highest  religious  com¬ 
mitment  were  more  likely  than  tho$e 
With  the  lowest,  to  support  a  peace-time 
draft  for  men  (65%  vs.  56%). 

•' 

Conservative  on  women’s  rights 
The  survey  results  revealed  that 
Americans’  conservativism  on  women’s 
issues  tends  to  increase  with  their  level  of 
religious  commitment. 

Far  more  of  the  “most  religious;” 
respondents  (34%)  than  of  the  “least 
religious”  (9%)  were  opposed  to  a 
woman  earning  money  if  her  husband  is 
capable  of  supporting  her. 

Although  the  “least  religious”  were 
more  supportive  (91%)  of  strengthening 
women’s  rights  in  the  nation,  most  of  the 
“most  religious"  (77%)  felt  the  same 
way. 

The  survey  also  found  no  other 
segment  of  the  population  places  as 
much  faith  in  voting  or  in  elected  leader’s 
as  the  “most  religious.” 

“The  religious  current,”  according  to  a 
Connecticut  Mutual  statement,  “does  n'ot 
appear  to  be  a  conscious,  organized 
movement  toward  revitalization  jol 
religious  activity,  but  rather  a  gradual 
cultural  shift,  an  impulse  throughout  the 
country  in  small  towns  and  cities  at  the 
grassroots  level,  happening  to  majoritifes 
of  peoples  of  varying  cultural  groups. 

“Accordingly,  the  study  concludes  that 
these  religious  attitudes  are  far  more 
than  a  reaction  to  such  visible  and 
politically  active  organizations  as  the 
Moral  Majority.” 

The  survey  was  conducted  primarily 
during  September  and  October  of  last 
year  with  2,108  members  of  the  general 
public  chosen  by  random  digit  dialing. 
Oversampling  of  various  groups  ensured 
a  statistically  significant  number  of  in¬ 
terviews  for  each  category,  researchers 
stated.  Interviews  in  the  oversample 
were  weighted  according  to  census 
figures  so  general  population  statistics 
would  not  be  distorted. 

The  researching  firm  said  the  sample 
size  ensured  that  the  statistics  collected 
are  valid  within  a  2%  to  3%  margin  of 
error. 


Correction 

In  the  article  headlined  “Chaplains 
face  conflicts  as  ministers,  military 
officers”  in  the  May  29  issue  of 
TM/UMR,  Chaplain  Dennis  E.  Aleson 
was  incorrectly  quoted.  He  said,  “There 
has  been  a  certain  tension  and 
frustration  for  me  as  I  try  to  find  a 
theological  foundation  for  being  a 
chaplain.”  He  was  incorrectly  reported 
to  have  said  he  felt  “terror  and 
frustration.”  TM/UMR  regrefe  this 
erroneous  misstatement  of  his  views. 

TM/UMR  likewise  regrets  any  impres¬ 
sion  which  parts  of  the  article  in  question 
may  have  created  that  its  writer  and/or 
TM/UMR  do  not  regard  those  engaged  in 
military  service  to  be  performing  a 
necessary  and  important  function  for  the 
nation.  And  we  affirm  that  persons 
performing  such  service  are  in  need  of, 
and  entitled  to  receive,  the  ministry  of 
the  church,  as  are  all  other  persons. 


Getting  to  Know  the 
BOOK  OF  DISCIPLIN  E  1980 
by  Delton  Krueger 

Introductory  Manual  in  Work  Book  Form. 
Send  12.00  to 
Discipline  Manual 
8423  Columbus  Ave.,  S. 
_ Bloomington,  MN  55420 


A  BETTER  WAY  OF 
LIFE  FOR  PEOPLE 
58  AND  OLDER  . . . 


McKendree  Manor  Towers 
Retirement  Center  offering  you 
security  and  comfort  during  those 
Golden  Years.  Let  us  show  you 
what  you  are  missing.  Write  or 
call  today.  615/889-6990. 

McKendree  Manor  Towers 

4343  Lebanon  Road 
Hermitage,  TN  37076 


Bishop  dedicates  new  Wesley  bust 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Retired 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  (left)  dedicated  a 
new  bust  of  John  Wesley  in  a  mini-park 
adjoining  John  Street  UM  Church  in  the 
Wall  Street  district  here  on  May  17. 

Commissioned  by  the  Rev.  Richard  L. 
Francis  (right),  pastor  of  American 
Methodism’s  oldest  continuous 
congregation  dating  from  1766,  the  bust 
was  made  by  Frank  C.  Gaylord,  United 
Methodist  layman  of  Barre.  Vt..  working 
from  an  etching  and  an  Enoch  Wood 
china  bust  of  Mr.  Wesley. 


- ci-ASSITIEB - 

HISTORICAL  WILMORE  CAMP  meeting  will  begin, 
July  16-26,  1981  Outstanding  speakers,  youth 
program,  dining  room  and  lodging  facilities  are  all 
available.  Services  throughout  the  day  and  at  7:45 
each  evening  Ford  Philpot,  president.  For  more 
information  contact  Charles  Crouse,  148  Lowry 
Lane,  Wilmore,  KY  40390. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 

upholstered  type  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.O  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  <817  )  645-9203 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection,  accumulationjs, 

estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  ahy 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403 

POSITION  OPEN:  Director  of  Music  Ministries, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Hurst,  TX.  Full  time 
Applications  to  Dr  Sidney  Roberts,  530  Elm  Street, 
Hurst,  TX  76053. 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 
You,"  19t;  100,  $18.00  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  21t; 
100,  $20  00  Poems,  “Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2<  Plus 
postage.  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
27609 

WANTED-  Director  of  Music  and  Youth  Ministry 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dayton,  TN.  Salary 
negotiable  For  information,  write  Rev  Jack 
Edwards.  P.O  Box  12,  Dayton,  TN  37321. 

Boost  your  non-profit  groups  earning  funds  with 

"INVALUABLE  IDEAS  FOR  FUNDRAISING." 
Guidebook  gives  successful  money-making  pro¬ 
grams,  crowd-pleasing  recipes  and  games  $9.95 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED.  Visa  or  Master- 
card  charges  accepted,  provide  number  and  expira¬ 
tion  date.  Books  For  Your  Benefit,  Box  689  (Rl), 
Aurora,  Illinois  60507.  j 

TOUR  HOLY  LAND,  Jordan,  Athens  and  Rome  with 
Rev  Lloyd  J  Lowe,  Sept.  18-30,  1981  Write  to  422 
Chestnut.  Leavenworth.  KS 88048  Free  brochure 

MAINLAND  CHINA:  Shanghai,  Soochow,  Wusih, 
Nanking,  Peking,  Great  Wall,  plus  Hong  Kong, 
Manila  July  7-26,  $3,198.  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence.  4192 
Tattenham  Way,  Boise,  ID  83704 

METHODIST  YOUTH  LEADERS:  Your  local 

“Youth"  may  sell  the  Sunbelt  Cook  Book.  Easy 
profit.  Contact:  Marjorie  Mogonye,  P.O.  Box  551, 
Elgin,  TX  78621.  Phone  (512  )  285-3679. 

HOLY  LAND  IN  1982  Departures  December, 
January,  February,  April  and  June.  From  $1,098 
Options  to  Rome,  Athens.  Egypt,  Jordan.  Bob 
Sanders,  Tour  Host,  1317  Academy  Circle  Arlington, 
TX  76013.  Phone  <817)  261-0606 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Coordinator  of  Youth 
Ministry  for  Grace  Community  Church,  Boulder 
City.  NV,  a  congregation  of  365  members.  Send 
resume  and  references  or  inquiries  to  Melvin  J, 
Pritts,  Grace  Community  Church,  1150  Wyoming  St., 
Boulder  City.  NV  89005  j 

BIBLE  LANDS.  Israel,  Egypt.  February  15-25.  1982 
Seventh  deluxe  tour  led  by  the  Rev  Don  Haarup 
Information,  Box  31,  Brainerd,  MN  56401,  or  phone 
<218)  829-4116  or  829-6076. 

SURPLUS  JEEPS,  CARS,  TRUCKS,  also  thousands 

of  other  items  available  through  government  auc¬ 
tions  For  information  call  (602  )  941-8014,  ext.  31. 

DIRECTOR  OF  Christian  Education  -  needed  at 

once  Education  preferred,  but  experience 
acceptable  substitute  Church  of  1,600  Multi-staffed. 
Responsibility  children,  youth  and/or  young  adults. 
Salary  negotiable  Contact  Rev  David  Edgar. 
Laurel  Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  227  W 
Woodlawn,  San  Antonio,  TX  78212  or  phone  (512  )  733- 
7156  or  725-6052. 

CROSS  STITCH  OR  NEEDLEPOINT  a  5  x  7  Method¬ 

ist  symbol.  Counted  cross  stitch  kit  includes  graph, 
floss.  No.  14  aida  and  needle:  $4.00  ppd  Needlepoint 
is  hand-painted  on  No.  14  canvas  with  PatOrnayan 
yarn:  $8.00  ppd  Newport  Needleworks,  39TouroSt., 
Newport,  RI 02840. 

COORDINATOR,  part  time  with  the  United 

Methodist  Appalachian  Development  Committee. 
Write  Search  Committee.  P.O.  Box  29044,  Columbus, 
OH  43229 

FOR  SALE  1967  Dodge,  8-cylinder  school  bus  Will 
seat  44  adult  passengers  Superior  coach,  49,000 
miles.  $1,800  Call  <813  )  446-5955  First  UMC, 
Clearwater,  FL. 

DIRECTbR  OF  LEISURE  ministries,  for  full 

program  of  aquatics,  sports,  crafts,  etc.  Resume  or 
inquiry:  Munsey  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Johnson  City,  TN  37601,  c/o  Rev  Richard 
Looney 

"THE  CHRISTIAN  Flag  Code,"  history  and  usage. 

$2  00  James  Pollock.  401  Palm  Tree  Drive, 
Bradenton.  FL  33507 

TIIE  I'NITKD  METHODIST  REPORTER 

legislation  often 

Definition  of  cults  not  clear ; 
bills  may  not  be  constitutional 


JUNE  19,1981 

Anti-cult 

..  ALBANY,  N.Y.  (RNS)  -  Three  years 
after  the  Jonestown  massacre  shocked 
the  public  into  awareness  of  the  potential 
danger  of  cults,  legislators  have  had 
singular  lack  of  success  in  writing  any 
kind  of  "anti-cult”  laws  that  pass  con¬ 
stitutional  muster. 

:  Even  attempts  to  define  what  a  "cult” 
is  have  run  into  all  kinds  of  legal  snags.  A 
new  tactic  lawmakers  are  taking  is  to 
skirt  the  definition  of  cults  altogether  and 
focus  on  the  type  of  behavioral  changes 
that  would  be  considered  dangerous 
.epough  to  warrant  the  courts  giving 
jelatives  custody  of  persons  involved 
with  cults. 

Although  it  is  most  often  parents  who 
seek  custody  of  children  who  have  run  off 
to  join  a  cult,  a  proposed  bill  in  New  York 
provides  leeway  for  any  relative  to  make 
application  for  custody  —  even  a  child  of 
a  parent  who  may  have  gone  off  on  a 
quest  for  Nirvana. 

It  is  representative  of  the  kinds  of  bills 
that  are  being  considered  in  several  state 
houses  this  year. 

The  bill  is  a  revised  version  of  a 
measure  that  was  passed  last  year  but 
.  vetoed  by  Gov.  Hugh  Carey.  Proposed  by 
,  'Assemblyman  Howard  Lasher  (D- 
.  Brooklyn)  and  Sen.  Joseph  Pisani  (R- 


New  Rochelle),  the  1981  version  has  set 
up  a  three-part  test  for  judges  to  use  to 
determine  whether  a  person  has  been 
deceptively  recruited  into  and  "brain¬ 
washed”  by  a  cult. 

Behavior  focus  of  bills 

Criteria  cited  for  determining  whether 
a  person  "has  undergone  a  sudden  and 
dramatic  personality  change”  as  con¬ 
trasted  with  "gradual  change  such  as 
that  which  might  result  from  maturation 
or  education,”  would  include  such  things 
as: 

"Abrupt  and  drastic  alteration  of  basic 
values  and  lifestyle  .  .  .  lack  of  ap¬ 
propriate  emotional  responses, 
regression  to  child-like  behavior,  (and) 
physical  changes  which  may  include 
weight  change,  cessation  of  men¬ 
struation,  loss  of  facial  hair,  wooden 
mask-like  expression,  dilated  pupils, 
cessation  of  perspiration,  constant  and 


frenetic  activity  resulting  in  extreme 
fatigue." 

A  second  provision  of  the  proposed  law 
would  require  a  person  seeking  custody 
to  show  that  the  personality  change  is  the 
result  of  a  "person’s  having  undergone 
an  indoctrinational  thought  reform 
program  practiced  by  a  group.  ” 

It  would  have  to  be  demonstrated  that 
the  group  kept  the  member  isolated  from 
family  and  friends,  controlled  channels 
of  communication,  and  imposed 
"physical  debilitation”  through  "sleep 
deprivation,  inadequate  diet, 
unreasonably  long  work  hours  (and)  im¬ 
proper.  .  .  medical  care.” 
Misrepresentation  a  factor 
It  would  also  have  to  be  shown  that  the 
"group  has  either  misrepresented  its 
true  identity  or  misrepresented  the 
nature  of  the  activities  that  one  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  or  be  subjected  to.” 

The  New  York  bill  has  been  criticized 
by  the  New  York  Civil  Liberties  Union 


hits  snag 

and  several  religious  groups  as  a  threat 
to  freedom  of  religion. 

Moses  would  have  been  guarded 

Even  the  New  York  and  Long  Island 
Chapters  of  the  American  Jewish  Com¬ 
mittee,  an  agency  that  has  been  con¬ 
cerned  about  cult  abuses,  asserts  that  un¬ 
der  the  standards  of  the  Lasher-Pisani 
Bill,  "the  transformation  of  Moses  upon 
seeing  the  burning  bush  would  have  been 
grounds  for  the  appointment  of  a  tem¬ 
porary  guardian  by  a  court,  since  that 
experience  was  not  a  ‘gradual  change' 
resulting  from  ‘maturation  or 
education.’  ” 

Nikolaus  Satelmajer,  secretary  of  the 
New  York  Conference  of  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventists,  said  the  basic  problem  with  the 
bill  "is  that  it  tries  to  solve  a  religious 
and  belief  problem  through  legislation. 
Such  a  process  is  fraught  with  dangers 
and  has  never  worked  before  in  other 
countries.” 

A  similar  measure  passed  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Senate  in  early  May  but  was 
later  defeated  in  the  Assembly.  It  was 
sharply  criticized  in  a  Hartford  Courant 
editorial  as  "a  thinly  disguised  bit  of  an¬ 
ti-cult  harassment”  which  "violates  the 
constitutional  protections  of  privacy  and 
religion.” 


Experts  disagree  on  extent  of  clergy  affairs 


■  LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  It  was  a 
shock  when  the  married  pastor  of  a 
suburban  Presbyterian  church  an¬ 
nounced  one  Sunday  that  his  presbytery 
had  convicted  him  of  adultery  with  five 
women  in  the  congregation. 

But  a  sampling  of  other  clergy  were 
not  so  surprised  that  it  happened,  only 
that  the  minister  thought  he  could  get 
away  with  having  affairs  with  one  single 
and  four  married  women  in  his  own 
church. 

The  counseling  responsibilities  of 
clergy  carry  a  "high  risk”  of  emotional 
involvements,  which  are  not  necessarily 
sexual  ones,  said  Archibald  D.  Hart, 
associate  dean  and  associate  professor  of 
psychology  at  Fuller  Seminary’s 
Graduate  School  of  Psychology  in  Pasa-( 
dena. 

"The  average  minister  does  not  get  a 
lot  of  training  in  this,”  Dr.  Hart  said.  "If 
his  ego  needs  are  not  satisfied  and  his 
self-esteem  is  not  good,  he  tends  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  the  affection  shown  to  him  in 
counseling  sessions.” 

Another  minister  noted:  "We  tend  to 
be  sexual  beings  in  the  eyes  of  many 
people  so  we  play  that  role  and 
spiritualize  our  denial  of  sexual  op¬ 
portunities.” 

But  the  opportunities  are  many  for 
clergy,  says  Rabbi  Henri  E.  Front  of 
Westminster,  president  of  the  Orange 
County  Board  of  Rabbis.  “By  virtue  of 
theirwtime  schedule,  accessibility  and 
eagerness  to  help,  they  find  themselves 
in  situations  where  the  flesh  gives  way.” 

A  clergyman  who  left  the  Protestant 
ministry  not  long  ago  further  estimated 
that  abjout  three-quarters  of  all  clergy 
has  carried  on  an  affair  with  "a  woman 
in  the  congregation  sometime  in  their 
career.” 

"The  opportunities  for  sexual  relation¬ 
ships  are  boundless  because  there  is 
hardly  any  door  that’s  closed,”  said  the 
‘.  ex-minister,  who  did  not  want  to  be 
I  identified. 

!  He  explained  that  a  male  minister 
.  presents  a  tempting  challenge  to  some 
.  women  because  of  his  spiritual  authority 
.  and  presumed  lofty  moral  standards. 

However,  others  who  have  counseled 
-ministers  disagree  with  this  theory  and 
;.;with  the  high  estimates  of  clergy  affairs. 
"Women  don’t  hustle  ministers  just 
^because  they’re  ministers,”  asserted  the 
;Tlev.  Peter  Kreitler,  associate  rector  of 

•  ;4t  Matthew’s  Episcopal  Church  in 
;■  Pacific  Palisades. 

Mr.  Kreitler,  the  principal  author  of 
.  the  just-published  book,  "Affair  Preven- 
tion,”  (Macmillan),  suggests  that 
!  women  pursue  a  male  pastor  only 
.  "because  he’s  unhappy  in  his  own 
:  marriage  and  he’s  testing  the  waters  and 
£  sending  out  signals." 

Some  flirtation  goes  on  because 
'  ministers  are  “presumed  to  be  ‘safe’,” 

.  Mr.  Kreitler  said. 

The  pastor  who  is  asking  for  trouble, 
said  the  Rev.  Charles  L.  Rassieur,  author 
of  "The  Problem  Clergymen  Don’t  Talk 

;  What  did  a  ‘mite’ buy? 

I  Can  you  match  the  money  used  in  the 
j  New  Testament  with  the  verses  in  which  it 
1  ;  is  mentioned?  First  try  it  the  hard  way 

v  .  without  using  your  Bible.  Then  look  up  the 
verses  noted  in  parentheses  along  with 
each  Scripture  below. 

-farthing  -penny  -silver 

!  —  gold  —  pounds  —  talents 

—  mite 

•  *  1.  And  unto  one  he  gave  five _ _ 

to  another  two,  and  to  another  one;  to 
every  man  according  to  his  several  ability , 
and  straightway  took  his  journey.  (MAT¬ 
THEW  25: 15) 

<  2.  Either  what  woman  having  ten  pieces 

I  -  of _ _  if  she  lose  one  piece,  doth 

;  ,  not  light  a  candle,  and  sweep  the  house,  and 
;  seek  diligently  till  she  find  it?  (LUKE  15:8) 

;  3.  And  when  he  had  agreed  with  the 

!  labourers  for  a _ a  day,  he  sent 

!  them  into  his  vineyard.  (MATTHEW  20:2) 

4.  I  counsel  thee  to  buy  of  me 

_ _  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou 

mayest  be  rich;  and  white  raiment,  that 
thou  mayest  be  clothed,  and  that  the  shame 
of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint 
thy  eyes  with  eyesalve,  that  thou  mayest 
see.  (REVELATION 3: 18) 

5.  And  he  called  his  ten  servants,  and 

delivered  them  ten _ ,  and  said 

unto  them,  Occupy  till  I  come.  (LUKE 
19:13) 

6.  I  tell  thee,  thou  shalt  not  depart  then¬ 

ce,  till  thou  hast  paid  the  very  last 
_ _ (LUKE  12:59) 

7.  And  there  came  a  certain  poor  widow, 
and  she  threw  in  two  mites,  which  make  a 

•  (MARK  12:42) _ 


About,”  is  “the  lone  ranger  who  does  not 
have  anyone  to  consult  with.” 

Dr.  Rassieur,  who  works  mainly  with 
seminarians  and  pastors  in  career 
development  at  New  Brighton,  Minn., 
said,  "An  increasing  number  of  pastors 
are  getting  supervision  over  their  coun¬ 
seling.” 

The  basic  deterrent,  is  the  health  of  the 
clergyman’s  family  and  married  life,  Dr. 
Rassieur  said.  "I  think  the  church  needs 
to  encourage  pastors  to  spend  more  time 
with  their  families.” 

Although  Dr.  Hart  of  Fuller  Seminary 
uses  Dr.  Rassieur’s  book  in  one  of  his 
classes,  he  disagrees  on  that  point.  The 


minister’s  vulnerability  "has  nothing  to 
do  with  marital  happiness,”  Dr.  Hart 
said. 

The  empathy  shown  by  the  pastor- 
counselor  makes  him  attractive  to  the 
counselee  and  the  feelings  of  closeness 
that  develop  naturally  during  therapy 
can  be  easily  misinterpreted  by  a 
minister  serving  as  marriage  counselor, 
Dr.  Hart  said. 

With  the  growing  number  of  women 
ministers  in  several  Protestant 
denominations,  Dr.  Hart  has  counseled 
"two  or  three”  of  them  on  this  subject. 
But  he  said  that  the  women  clergy  faced 
a  different  problem. 


"A  woman  minister  is  more  likely  to 
have  problems  if  she’s  attractive,  being 
the  object  of  seductive  moves  and  sexual 
harassment,”  Dr.  Hart  said.  "But  with 
male  ministers  it  is  not  so  much  their  at¬ 
tractiveness  but  their  role  that  makes 
them  attractive.” 

Public  opinion  polls  show  that  the 
ministry  has  the  highest  respect  and 
trust  of  all  professions. 

While  sexual  affairs  occur  less  often 
among  clergy  than  among  other  people¬ 
helping  professionals,  several  church 
authorities  said  that  such  incidents 
almost  invariably  end  the  pastor’s  stay 
in  a  congregation  and  sometimes  drive 
him  out  of  the  ministry. 


Students  complete  Panama  water  project 

PANAMA  —  Students  from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the  University  of  Missouri- 
Rolla  recently  braved  the  sweltering  heat  of  Central  America  for  two  weeks  while 
building  a  purification  system  for  a  reservoir  on  the  San  Bias  Islands,  located  off  the 
Panama  coast.  This  was  the  second  trip  to  the  islands  for  the  team,  which  included  18 
students,  four  faculty  members  and  UM  Campus  Minister  David  G.  Bennett.  They  first 
journeyed  to  the  islands  last  spring  to  build  the  fresh-water  reservoir  for  the  island 
residents.  Student  Stacy  Lobos  said.  “I  realize  more  fully  there  really  is  another 
world  out  there  with  which  we  have  to  share  this  planet  and  its  resources.  I  feel  bigger 
inside,”  she  added.  Missouri  united  methodist  reporter  photo 

Dear  Deborah 

Daughter's  suicide  yields  despair 


Materialism 
said  common 
to  two  allies 

PROVIDENCE  (RNS)  —  The  date  was 
April  20, 1944.  The  place,  the  town  square 
in  Hamburg,  Germany. 

For  Walter  Flade,  a  member  of  the 
Salvation  Army  as  well  as  the  German’s 
Hamburg  military  band,  the  open  air 
concert  was  one  more  event  in  a  war 
which  had  taken  him  to  Poland,  France, 
Russia  and  Africa,  where  he  had  served 
with  the  German  10th  Armored  Car 
Division. 

The  concert  went  well  in  the  beginning. 
Then,  without  warning,  several  planes 
appeared  on  the  horizon.  Flying  low,  the 
planes  eluded  German  air  cover  and 
began  dropping  their  bombs. 

Within  moments,  Mr.  Flade  was  un¬ 
derneath  a  mountain  of  rubble,  his  eye 
pulled  from  its  socket,  and  his  face 
severely  tom. 

It  was  then  that  Mr.  Flade  made  his 
commitment. 

"I  prayed  and  prayed  that  if  I  ever  got 
out  of  it  alive  I  would  become  a  Salvation 
Army  officer,”  he  recalled. 

Mr.  Flade  followed  through  on  his  com¬ 
mitment.  And  recently  on  a  stop  in 
Providence  during  a  year-long  tour  of 
Salvation  Army  facilities  in  the  United 
States  and  South  America,  the  64-year- 
old  Mr.  Flade,  who  is  now  Lt.  Col.  Flade 
and  a  field  secretary  for  the  Salvation 
Army  in  Germany,  spoke  at  an  open  air 
evangelistic  rally,  where  he  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wife  Ursula,  also  a 
lieutenant  colonel. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  things  they 
have  found  during  their  tour,  the  Flades 
said,  is  that  Americans  seem  to  harbor 
“no  hatred”  for  the  German  people, 
despite  all  that  went  on  during  the  war. 

As  for  the  Salvation  Army,  they  said, 
the  challenges  seem  to  be  the  same  in 
both  countries.  "I  think  we  still  have  a 
great  job  ahead  of  us,”  Mr.  Slade  said. 
"There  is  so  much  poverty  in  the  world, 
so  many  people  needing  to  be  fed.  And  we 
have  the  problem  of  materialism.” 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
I  will  sing  of  my  Redeemer 
And  his  wondrous  love  to  me; 

On  the  cruel  cross  he  suffered 
From  the  curse  to  set  me  free. 

Sing,  oh,  sing  of  my  Redeemer, 

With  his  blood  he  purchased  me; 

On  the  cross  he  sealed  my  pardon, 

Paid  the  debt  and  made  me  free. 

An  iron  railroad  bridge  collapsed  at 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  a  few  days  after  Christ¬ 
mas,  1876.  Seven  cars  plunged  into  the 
icy  riverbed,  and  the  wreckage  burst  into 
flames.  Philip  P.  Bliss  and  his  wife  were 
among  the  victims  of  this  tragedy. 

Two  and  a  half  years  earlier,  at  the 
urging  of  evangelist  D.  L.  Moody,  Mr. 
Bliss  had  abandoned  a  successful  career 
as  a  singing  school  teacher  and  com¬ 
poser,  and  had  become  the  song  leader 
and  soloist  with  the  well-known 
evangelist,  Major  D.  W.  Whittle. 

In  the  train  wreck,  Bliss’s  trunk  was 
undamaged,  and  among  his  personal 
papers  was  the  poem  "I  Will  Sing  of  My 
Redeemer.” 

Early  in  1877,  Major  Whittle  invited 
James  McGranahan,  a  gifted  young 
musician,  to  come  to  Chicago  for  an  in¬ 
terview  as  a  possible  successor  to  Mr. 
Bliss.  In  their  conversations,  Major 


Dear  Deborah: 

Nineteen  months  ago  our  only 
daughter  took  her  own  life.  This  was  af¬ 
ter  years  of  rebellion  and  pain.  While  she 
was  still  living,  I  seemed  to  be  able  to  live 


Whittle  showed  Mr.  McGranahan  the 
poem  that  had  survived  the  wreck,  and 
shortly  after  Mr.  McGranahan  com¬ 
pleted  the  present  tune. 

The  song  was  first  sung  by  a  men’s 
quartet  at  a  great  tabernacle  meeting  in 
Chicago  that  spring.  Singing  in  the  quar¬ 
tet  were  James  McGranahan,  George  C. 
Stebbins,  and  two  leading  baritones  from 
Chicago. 

Some  months  later,  Mr.  Stebbins  was 
in  New  York  City  and  attended  an 
exhibition  of  the  new  Edison  phonograph. 
In  a  demonstration  recording  he  sang  the 
new  song,  giving  it  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  first  songs  recorded  on 
Edison’s  new  invention. 

The  recording  was  made  on  a  cylinder 
wrapped  in  tinfoil  and  turned  by  hand. 
Mr.  Stebbins  later  wrote  that  "the 
hearing  of  my  own  voice,  and  every  word 
with  striking  distinctness  enunciated, 
and  even  my  characteristic  manner  of 
singing,  modulation  of  voice  and 
phrasing,  produced  a  unique  sensation." 

For  more  than  100  years,  this  hymn  has 
been  an  enduring  favorite  among 
evangelical  congregations. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Ofora  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing" 


through  all  her  tragedies  —  drug  ad¬ 
diction,  abortions,  alcoholism  —  because 
I  always  had  hope  that  sooner  or  later 
she  would  come  to  her  senses.  There  is  no 
longer  that  possibility,  and  I  am  in  deep 
despair. 

This  despair  is  causing  trouble  be¬ 
tween  my  husband  and  myself  when  while 
our  daughter  was  living  her  tragedy 
brought  us  closer.  I  can't  understand 
what  is  happening  to  us.  I  don't  un¬ 
derstand  what  is  happening  to  me.  Even 
though  I  am  trained  as  a  counselor  to 
help  others,  I  can't  help  myself. 

When  her  death  occurred  I  admit  that  I 
felt  a  sense  of  relief.  That  struggle  is  over 
for  her,  I  thought.  Now  the  terrible 
struggle  seems  to  be  in  me.  My  faith  is 
strong;  I  pray  for  guidance  constantly, 
but  help  has  not  come. 

M. 

DearM.: 

The  death  of  a  child  is  always  deeply 
traumatic  and  most  persons  who  ex¬ 
perience  it  need  help  from  others.  Ap¬ 
parently  there  are  unresolved  feelings  in 
your  relationship  with  this  daughter  as 
well  as  with  your  husband.  Get  help  and 
get  it  now.  Persons  who  are  themselves 
in  the  helping  professions  are  often  the 
last  to  seek  the  help  they  need.  Doctors 
notoriously  neglect  their  own  health  and 
ministers  sometimes  suffer  personal 
agonies  for  years  before  they  will  admit 
they  need  another’s  help.  I  can  only  say 
again,  get  help.  God’s  richest  blessing 
upon  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write:  "Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box 
221076.  Dallas,  Tex.  75 222. 


History  of  Hymns 

Poem  saved  from  wreck  is  hymn 
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Christ,  Marx  conflict 


Human  rights  organization 
sees  violations  in  Guatemala 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Impoverished  Indians,  above,  con¬ 
stitute  more  than  half  of  the  population  in 
largely  Roman  Catholic  Guatemala.  Life 
expectancy  in  the  strife-torn  Central 
American  country  is  about  50,  with  more 
than  half  the  yearly  deaths  being  those  of 
children  under  14.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  is  82.9  percent  per  1,000  live  births. 
Four  million  of  the  nation’s  7  million 
inhabitants  do  not  have  safe  drinking 
water  and  an  estimated  582,000  citizens 
are  severely  malnourished.  These 
deplorable  situations  persist  there, 
greatly  disregarded,  in  an  atmosphere 
characteristic  of  Central  America  — 
where  only  2  percent  of  the  people  own  72 
percent  of  the  land. 

Caught  up  in  the  middle  of  the  misery 
of  Guatemala’s  poor  is  the  Catholic 
Church,  whose  priests,  church  workers 
and  teachers  have  been  among  those 
murdered  because  of  support  for  groups 
opposing  the  status-quo  policies  of  the 
nation’s  authoritarian  leadership.  Even  a 
whole  diocese  —  the  central  diocese  of 
Santa  Cruz  del  Quiche  —  was  shut  down 
because  of  the  violence.  In  Guatemala, 
as  in  El  Salvador,  security  forces  and  an¬ 
ti-communist  "death  squads”  have  been 
blamed  for  thousands  of  killings  of  un¬ 
armed  civilians  —  usually  in  towns  or 
rural  areas  where  armed  guerrillas  have 
been  operating. 

In  a  recent,  well-documented  report  on 
human  rights  violations  in  Guatemala, 
Amnesty  International  (AI),  the  London- 
based  human  rights  organization, 
revealed  that  nearly  5,000  people  had 
been  "seized  without  warrants  and 
killed”  by  security  forces  and  615  others 
have  disappeared  since  President 
Romeo  Lucas  Garcia  took  office  in  1978. 


Other  victims  of  what  A I  calls  “a  govern¬ 
ment  program  of  political  murder,”  are 
trade  union  leaders,  university  students, 
peasant  leaders,  social  workers  and  13 
evangelists  of  the  largely  urban 
Protestant  minority. 

Amid  the  atmosphere  of  constant 
terror,  Guatemalan  religious  leaders 
have  found  it  difficult  to  understand  the 
recent  announcement  that  the  Reagan 
Administration  has  begun  discussing 
resumption  of  military  aid  to  Guatemala 
—  in  pursuit  of  a  policy  of  helping  friendly 
“authoritarian”  right  wing  regimes 
cope  with  "leftist  guerrillas.” 

Though  the  government  under  the 
Lucas  Garcia  administration  spends 
more  on  public  housing  and  health  than 
any  other  Central  American  nation  and 
has  launched  major  literacy  and  land 
reform  programs,  critics  insist  that  their 
oppression  tactics  obscure  the  relatively 
minor  social  accomplishments. 

Meanwhile  government  officials, 
politicians  and  farm  interests  complain 
that  progress  has  been  deterred  by  the 
opposition  of  nearly  "2,000  priests  and 
nuns  who  have  gone  beyond  their  calling 
and  become  involved  in  politics.”  "The 
church  in  Guatemala  is  helping  Marxists 
to  destroy  Christian  civilization  at  its 
base  and  to  erect  in  its  place  a  dic¬ 
tatorship  of  the  proletariat,”  declared  a 
recent  statement  of  a  major  farm  group. 

Many  observers  contend  that  Reagan 
Administration  support  to  the  Lucas  Gar¬ 
cia  government  will  only  lead  to  in¬ 
tensified  efforts  from  Cuba  and  other 
Soviet  satellites  —  thus  extending  the 
violence  to  peasants  not  now  involved. 
They  see  genuine  social  reform  and 
peasant  representation  in  government  as 
the  only  peaceful  alternatives. 


Riverside  protests  Citibank’s 
S.  Africa  loans  by  pull  out 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Riverside 
Church  here  has  announced  the 
withdrawal  of  its  operating  account  from 
Citibank  as  a  protest  against  the  bank’s 
role  in  loans  to  South  Africa. 

The  account,  which  had  an  estimated 
cash  flow  of  $6  million  for  1981,  will  be 
transferred  to  Chemical  Bank 
Chemical,  along  with  Irving  Trust, 
Bankers  Trust,  Chase  Manhattan  and 
other  major  Financial  institutions,  has 
adopted  a  policy  limiting  its  business 
with  the  white  supremacist  government 
of  South  Africa. 

The  unanimous  decision  by  Riverside’s 
Board  of  Trustees  followed  similar 
withdrawals  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  some  30  other  religious 
investors  opposing  the  bank’s 
participation  last  fall  in  a  loan  to  the 
South  African  government.  Citibank,  the 
only  U.S.  bank  involved  in  the 
international  loan  syndicate,  justified  its 
action  at  the  time  on  grounds  that  the 
money  would  be  spent  for  housing, 
hospitals  and  schools  in  black 
communities. 

In  discussions  with  Riverside  board 
members,  Citicorp  officials  stated  their 
objection  to  the  apartheid  system  of 
racial  segregation,  but  reserved  the  right 
to  make  loans  that  were  neutral  with 
respect  to  South  African  racial  policies. 

However  in  a  letter  to  G.  A.  Constanzo, 
vice  chairman  of  Citicorp,  the  parent 


company  of  Citibank,  the  Riverside 
board  said  "that  such  lending  supports, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  goals  of 
apartheid  espoused  by  the  government 
(and)  the  continued  denial  and 
repression  of  the  human  will  and  political 
rights  of  blacks  and  other  non-whites  in 
that  country.” 

Riverside  Church,  however,  plans  to 
hold  on  to  its  25,500  shares  of  Citibank 
stock  as  a  means  of  sustaining  its 
objection  to  bank  policies  - 


Poem  of  the  Week 


Morning  service 
By  DOROTHY  A.  STICKELL 

In  a  nursing  home  the  chapel  doors  open. 

Men  and  women,  on  foot,  on  walkers,  in  wheel  chairs  emerge. 

The  ten  o’clock  service  is  over;  it  is  almost  eleven  and  a  new  group 
Is  ready.  Half  of  the  hall  is  filled  with  wheel  chair  residents, 

Waiting  patiently  with  their  volunteer  helpers. 

The  week  has  been  long  for  them.  They  have  counted  the  days  until  church. 
This  is  Thy  bread  line,  Lord.  They  hunger  for  Thy  word. 

We  file  in  behind  them. 

We  also  hunger  and  thirst. 
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Methodist  Men 
To  Hold  Retreat 


The  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  held  at 
Louisiana  College  in  Pineville,  La.  June 
27  and  28. 

Registration  for  the  weekend  event  will 
begin  at  9:30  a.m.  Saturday,  with  the 
first  General  Session  convening  at 
10:30  a.m. 

Speakers  for  the  retreat  will  be  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  R.  H.  “Red”  Bond 
and  Wilbur  Sayles. 

Bond,  a  Methodist  Layman  from 
Dyersburg,  Tenn.,  will  be  the  General 
Session  Speaker  and  will  also  conduct 


small  group  sessions  on  Personal 
Evangelism. 

Retired  after  42  years  employment 
with  Bell  Telephone,  Bond  has  been 
active  in  all  phases  of  church  life  from 
local  Sunday  School  teacher  to  General 
Board  memberships  and  Secretary  of 
Methodist  Men  United  States.  He  has 
been  the  retreat  speaker  for  men’s 
groups  in  several  conferences. 

Sayles,  a  layman  from  Austin,  Minn., 
engaged  in  full-time  Lay  Music 
Evangelism,  will  appear  for  the  second 
consecutive  year  at  the  retreat. 


Sayles  is  featured  on  the  Cordovox,  an 
unusual  combination  of  accordion  and 
organ,  as  he  presents  the  message  and 
challenge  of  Jesus  Christ  through  song 
and  spoken  word  combined  with  the 
music  of  the  Cordovox. 

He  will  also  be  available  in  Small 
Group  Sessions,  an  important  feature  of 
each  year’s  retreat. 

Registration  for  the  retreat  will  be  $6, 
four  meals  for  $14  and  room  rent  will  be 
$5,  making  the  price  of  the  retreat  $25. 

Participants  in  the  retreat  are  asked  to 
bring  linens  and  other  personal  toilet 
articles. 


R.  H.  “Red”  Bond 


Wilbur  Sayles 


Caraway  Conferred  Honorary  Degree 


The  Rev.  Stone  Caraway  was  the 
recipient  of  a  doctor  of  divinity  honorary 
degree  from  Centenary  College  May  17  in 
the  Gold  Dome. 

Caraway  is  a  1954  Centenary  graduate 
and  a  1957  graduate  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

Currently  serving  at  the  Noel 
Memorial  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Caraway  has  also  served  appointments 
at  Vivian,  Memorial  of  Monroe,  Simpson 
of  Lake  Charles,  First  Church  in  Pine- 
I  ville,  St.  Pauls  of  Monroe  and  various 
positions  in  the  Conference. 

Conference  positions  held  have  been  on 
the  Board  of  Evangelism,  Board  of 
Pensions,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  and  is  currently  serving  as  the 


Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Continuing  Education  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Caraway  has  also  held  positions  on 
interdenominational  and  secular 
organizations  such  as  the  State 
Committee  for  the  Observance  of 
Religion  and  the  Arts  on  which  he  was 
chairman  in  1977,  Clergy  representative 
of  the  Quachita  Parish  United  Way  and 
Vice  Chairman  of  the  Interfaith  Ministry 
of  the  U  S.  Goodman  Plaza. 

Also  honored  were  Gertrude  Anderson, 
who  received  a  doctor  of  humane  letters 
and  Joseph  Bramlette  who  received  the 
same.  Anderson  is  a  trustee  of  Centenary 
and  Bramlette  is  a  patron  of  the  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Longview,  Texas. 
He  was  unable  to  attend. 


The  Rev.  Stone  Caraway 


Gwilym  O.  Williams,  Bishop  of  Wales,  was  the  guest  at  the  Wideman,  associate;  Williams;  Dr.  Don  Webb,  president  of 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Church  May  24.  He  is  pictured  Centenary  College  and  Bill  Blakely,  District  Superintendent 
above  with  the  Reverends  Warren  Biakeman,  pastor  ;  Fred  for  the  New  Orleans/Houma  district. 


"Uncle  Pope,"  as  the  Zachary  United  Methodist  Little  UMW  meeting  but  most  important  of  all,  being  "Uncle  Pope” 
School  children  call  him,  is  a  vital  part  of  all  things  to  the. many .cbiidjcen  attending. the_ pre-school  at  the^church. 

happening  at  the  church.  If  something  needs  doing,  it's  "ask  From  Zachary  Methodist  “Happy  Father’s  Day,  Mr.  Wallace 

Mr.  Pope"  —  and  you  can  count  on  him  to  be  there  every  Pope." 
morning,  at  every  board  meeting,  to  have  coffee  perking  for 


St.  Luke  Hosts  Film  Series 


St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles  has  found  there  is  a 
tremendous  interest  in  education 
concerning  family  relationships. 

A  new  series  of  films  entitled  "Focus 
on  the  Family"  was  shown  for  seven 
consecutive  Sunday  nights,  with  large 
and  enthusiastic  audiences  on  each  night 
of  the  series  The  series  was  not  only 
helpful  to  family  relationships  but  also  to 
teachers  and  employers. 

The  series  features  family  expert 
James  C.  Dobson,  associate  clinical 
professor  of  pediatrics  at  the  University 
of  Southern  California  School  of  Medicine 
and  author  of  the  best-selling  book  “Dare 
to  Discipline." 

Titles  of  some  of  the  segments  were: 
"The  Strong-Willed  Child,"  “Shaping  the 
Will  Without  Breaking  the  Spirit,"  “Peer 
Pressure  and  the  Family”  "What  Wives 
Wish  Their  Husbands  Knew  About 
Women,"  “The  Lonely  Housewife”  and 
“Money.  Sex  and  Children.” 


Jomcs  C.  Dobso.t,  r'h.O. 

FOCUS SR 

FAMILY 

FILM  SERIES 


Wedding  Bells  ^ 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  are  invited  to  attend  the 
celebration  of  Holy  Matrimony  uniting 
the  Rev.  Kathy  A  Clark  and  the  Rev. 
John  Van  Dickens  III  at  3:00  p.m.,  July 
11.  1981  at  the  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Monroe. 


Editor's  Note:  We  usually  do  not 
announce  weddings,  etc.,  but  this  is  a  bit 
" different "  and  we  thought  it  worth 
breaking  the  rule. 


Clarice  Raichel.  Louise  Cotton  and  Dr.  Charles  Simmons 

Calvin  to  Conduct  UMW  Conference  In  North  Texas 


The  Rev  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  has 
been  invited  by  the  North  Texas 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  to  teach  the  spiritual  growth 
biblical  study  course. 

The  course,  “Isaiah  40-55,”  will  be 
taught  in  the  North  Texas  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission,  July  13-17  at 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas. 

Calvin  has  taught  in  Conference  Schools 
of  Christian  Mission  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Georgia  and  Texas. 
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He  is  currently  the  pastor  of  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 
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TT**1  Editorial 

Survey  tying  ‘religious  commitment’ 
to  behavior  not  really  ‘surprising’ 

We  consider  jt  less  surprianf  IhM  *¥r|"V'rf 
[assuring  that  an  independent  JuUyX  in®  politi 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Mission  head  search  process  questioned 


reassuring 
recently  revealed  “religious* ;  com¬ 
mitment”  to  be  the  single  most  valid 
basis  for  predicting  the  attitudes  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  Americans  today  (see  TM/UMR, 
June  19). 

We  are  delighted  that  the  same  survey 
also  confirmed  the  existence  of  a 
generally  strong  correlation  between 
persons  with  the  highest  levels  of 
"religious  commitment”  and  a  variety  of 
positive  attitudes  and  forms  of  behavior. 

These  findings  are  all  the  more 
significant  in  light  of  the  attitudes  toward 
religion  that  those  doing  the  research 
brought  to  their  task.  At  one  point,  when 
the  survey  was  considered  too  long,  they 
considered  dropping  questions  related  to 
“religious  commitment"  altogether.  They 
later  expressed  amazement  when 
“religious  commitment”  turned  out  to  be 
a  generally  more  significant  basis  for 
predicting  attitudes  and  behavior  than 
age,  sex.  race,  geographical  region, 
political  party  membership,  etc.  The  sur¬ 
vey’s  director  flatly  admitted:  “We  just 
didn't  believe  that  religion  could  be  that 
influential  to  Americans  in  the  80’s.” 

According  to  the  survey,  persons  with 
the  highest  levels  of  religious  com¬ 
mitment  also  tend  to  be  those  who  show 
the  greatest  inclination  to  work 
cooperatively  with  and  show  care  for 
others.  They  tend  to  be  the  most  sup¬ 
portive  of  family  life  and  family-oriented 
values.  They  tend  to  have  the  greatest 
sense  of  civic  and  social  responsibility. 
They  tend  to  be  better  em¬ 
ployees/employers.  And  they  tend  to  feel 
better  about  themselves  in  relation  to 
their  jobs,  their  communities,  their 
nation,  and  most  all  types  of  other  people 
than  their  “non-religious”  counterparts. 

Still  another  positive  conclusion 
suggested  by  the  survey  is  that  the 
religious  attitudes  it  reflects  are  deeply- 
rooted  and  not  mere  passing  fads.  For 
example,  “these  religious  attitudes  are 


than  a  reaction  to  such  visible 
:ically  active  organizations  as 
the  Moral  Majority,”  the  surveyors  said. 

We  have  long  contended  —  as  have 
countless  generations  of  Christians  over 
the  centuries  —  that  a  vibrant  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  is  at  least  as  important  to 
achieving  happiness  in  this  life  as  it  is  a 
ticket  to  heaven.  When  people  do 
whatever  they  do  “to  the  glory  of  God,” 
they  tend  to  do  it  better,  and  receive 
more  satisfaction  from  it,  than  if  they  do 
it  on  the  basis  of  some  lesser  motivation. 
The  survey  seems  to  provide  new  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  continuing  validity  of  this 
belief. 

What  we  consider  most  surprising  is 
that  this  survey  came  about  at  all  in  light 
of  the  non-religious  orientation  of  its 
developers.  It  is  far  from  a  perfect  sur¬ 
vey,  but  we  are  not  disposed  to  be  overly 
critical  of  it.  Its  developers’  8-point 
measure  of  “religious  commitment”  ob¬ 
viously  is  more  meaningful  than  would 
be  some  simplistic  measure  such  as 
weekly  church  attendance.  However, 
some  of  the  questions  used  obviously 
could  have  been  improved  if  the  sur¬ 
veyors  had  sought  out  persons  with 
religious  expertise  to  help  frame  them. 

We  believe  it  would  be  both  worthwhile 
and  illuminating  if  Connecticut  Mutual, 
or  some  other  organization,  would  do  a 
follow-up  survey  utilizing  more  carefully 
refined  questions  about  religious  at¬ 
titudes,  and  how  they  affect  the  decisions 
and  actions  of  people  in  American 
society  today. 

In  the  meantime,  we  should  remember 
that  surveys  —  no  matter  how  accurate 
or  revealing  —  should  be  used  as 
“means”  rather  than  “ends.”  We  believe 
that  the  Connecticut  Mutual  survey 
results  can  be  used  as  one  legitimate  tool 
of  Christian  evangelism.  It  appears 
clearly  to  illustrate  that  the  life  we  know 
as  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  is  richer, 
fuller,  and  more  abundant  than  one  in¬ 
volving  “lesser  religious  commitment.” 

Here  I  Stand 


To  the  Editor : 

You  are  to  be  commended  for  your  per¬ 
ceptive  editorial  comment  dealing  with 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  elec¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent  as  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (TM/UMR,  May  22).  You  are 
not  alone  in  your  inability  to  reconcile  the 
devastating  criticisms  of  the  “search" 
process  with  a  recommendation  for  an 
affirmative  vote  on  the  nominee  selected 
by  that  process. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  credit  the  GCOM 
Elections  Committee’s  negative  critique 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  search 
process  without  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
demning  GCOM’s  own  performance  in 
the  consummation  of  that  process.  A 
good  paraphrase  of  the  Committee’s 
communication  to  the  GCOM  members 
would  be:  “We  can’t  make  a  recom¬ 
mendation  based  on  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  faulty  search  process  so  we 
have  conducted  our  own  interview. 
Based  on  the  results  of  our  interview  we 
recommend  an  affirmative  vote.”  Thus 
the  GCOM  General  Secretary’s  Election 
Committee  becomes  a  substitute  for  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  search 
process. 

The  method  of  conducting  the  GCOM 
vote  is  also  subject  to  serious  question. 
Voting  by  mail  on  a  matter  of  this  im¬ 
portance  is  a  faulty  procedure  at  best.  It 
precludes  the  possibility  of  an  exchange 
of  opinions  and  the  sharing  of  insights 
which  are  so  essential  to  responsible  and 
informed  decision-making.  I  find  it 
distressing  that  the  members  of  GCOM 
were  willing  to  forego  this  opportunity. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  took  months  to  present 
its  nominee,  the  GCOM  could  hardly  be 
faulted  for  taking  adequate  time  to 
evaluate  the  recommendation. 

H.Paul  Smith 

Lakeland,  Florida 


G0P<$  PEOPLE 
HAVE  ALWAYS 
MAP  THEIR 
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Answers  must  be  found  to  correct 
the  dilemma  of6our  inclusiveness 


By  MARION  CHILDRESS  OLIVER 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  does  not  really  care 
about  preserving  its  ethnic  diversity  nor 
about  fostering  a  truly  inclusive  church. 
There  may  be  some  platitudinous  con¬ 
cern,  for  appearance  sake,  but  at  the 
heart  of  the  church  most  of  the  folks 
couldn’t  care  less. 

And  what  good  does  it  do  to  recruit 
ethnic  minority  minister^tohen  tl$?e  is 
no  significant  opportunity  for  upward 
mobility?  In  the  few  parishes  to  which 
they  are  usually  appointed  the  working 
conditions  and  basic  amenities  are  for 
the  most  part  sorely  inadequate.  I  sup¬ 
pose  I  should  qualify  this  observation  and 
speak  of  this  being  the  case  in  the  small 
black  churches  since  this  is  the  one  with 
which  I  am  familiar. 

Most  of  the  conversations  I  have 
overheard  concerning  the  question  of 
“open  itineracy”  leave  me  with  the  im¬ 
pression  that  what  is  meant  by  “open 
itineracy”  is  the  appointment  of  black 
pastors  to  white  churches.  Only 
peripherally  do  the  speakers  seem  to 
mean  or  understand  that  “open 
itineracy”  is  a  two-way  street  with  white 
pastors  likewise  being  appointed  to  small 
black  churches.  And,  furthermore,  there 
seems  to  be  a  veiled  assumption  among 
some  blacks  and  whites  that  an  ap¬ 
pointment  to  a  white  church  will  be  “the” 
pinnacle  experience  for  a  black  pastor. 

I  totally  reject  any  such  mindless 
presumption.  If  the  UMC  is  to  be  what  it 
says  it  is,  and  certainly  what  it  is  called 
to  be,  then  all  its  ministers  must  share 
and  share  alike  its  hard  places  as  well  as 
its  easy  streets.  No  ministerj  whatever 
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his  or  her  ethnic  origin,  should  be  exempt 
by  reason  of  ethnicity  of  either  the  pastor 
or  the  congregation,  nor  the 
congregation’s  financial  status,  from  any 
legitimate  appointment. 

If  a  charge  is  too  bad  or  too  poor  for  one 
minister  to  go  to  solely  because  that 
minister  is  white  and  the  congregation  is 
black,  then  that  charge  ought  to  be  in¬ 
vestigated  with  the  intent  of  making  it  a 
hospitable  appointment  for  any  minister. 

If  a  minister  balks  at  accepting  an  ap¬ 
pointment  because  of  the  racial  and  ethnic 
difference  of  the  congregation,  that  minis¬ 
ter  ought  to  be  candidly  and  firmly  re¬ 
minded  that  s/he  bought  into  an  itinerant 
system  which  reserves  the  right  to  send  a 
pastor  where  needed. 

And  if  the  folks  don’t  want  a  minister 
because  of  that  person’s  race  or  ethnic 
background,  that  church  needs  to  be 
given  some  clear  direction  about  who  we 
are  as  Christ's  church,  as  God’s  people, 
and  as  “United”  Methodists. 

And  as  if  being  a  minority  minister  in 
this  system  were  not  albatross  enough, 
add  to  that  equation  FEMALE  and  the 
plot  thickens.  At  this  point  there  is  no  one 
really  to  speak  for  the  black 
clergy  woman.  The  black  male  leader¬ 
ship  is  often  as  paternalistic,  as  in¬ 
sensitive,  and  as  antagonistic  or 
resistant  to  change  as  the  white  male 
leadership  or  leadership  from  any  other 
quarter  for  that  matter.  Everyone  seems 
to  like  her  best  if  she  speaks  softly, 
smiles  brightly  and  does  as  she  is  told. 
Who  are  we  kidding?  This  sounds  a  lot 
like  the  business  of  the  plantation. 

Presently,  what  we  have  in  the  UMC 
with  respect  to  small  black  churches  is  a 
welfare  state.  Their  presence  is  resented 
and  resisted  both  from  within  and  without. 
The  result  is  that  their  legitimate  needs 
are  largely  ignored  and  the  manner  in 
which  assistance  is  given  fosters  depen¬ 
dence,  turns  the  church  in  upon  itself  en¬ 
couraging  a  kind  of  withdrawal  from  ac¬ 
tive  participation  at  all  levels  of  church 
life,  and  impedes  true  equality  within  the 
total  fellowship. 

An  answer  must  be  found  to  our  dilem¬ 
ma,  and  soon!  Our  excuses  and  our 
resistance  to  vitally  needed  changes  are 
insufficient  and  indefensible  by  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  the  Christian  gospel.  While  it  is 
certainly  true  and  essential  that  black 
pastors  and  other  black  leaders  must  be 
in  the  forefront  of  the  fight  to  salvage  and 
reinvigorate  small  black  churches,  the 
demands  of  this  endeavor  fall  just  as 
heavily  on  all  those  who  are  called  and 
sent.  When  are  we  going  to  stop  being  a 
church  still  divided  by  decades  of  hatred, 
suspicion,  and  division,  though  we  make 
all  the  right  noises  and  squiggles,  and 
begin  to  incarnate  in  our  own  lives  and 
work  the  new  creation  which  is  Christ’s 
church?  I  believe  God  holds  us  ac¬ 
countable  for  our  failure  to  live  out  the 
gospel  and  enflesh  the  story  of  Christ  as 
healer,  liberator  and  redeemer.  And  I 
also  believe  that  those  who  continue  to  be 
trampled  by  our  church’s  system  —  but 
who  put  their  hope  in  God,  trusting  him  in 
faith  to  be  with  them  in  the  midst  of 
^'Whatever  hardships  they  face  —  are 
■given  the  assurance  that  “though  af¬ 
flicted  in  every  way,  they  are  not 
crushed;  perplexed,  but  not  driven  to 
despair;  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken; 
struck  down,  but  not  destroyed;  always 
carrying  in  the  body  the  death  of  Jesus, 
so  that  the  life  of  Jesus  may  also  be 
manifested  in  our  bodies”  (2  Cor.  4:9f). 

Those  of  us  who  suffer  for  Christ’s  sake 
must  count  it  a  privilege.  But  our 
willingness  to  do  so  must  not  provide  fuel 
and  justification  for  business  as  usual. 


Ms.  Oliver 
“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
opinions  about  issues  facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Marion  C.  Oliver,  is  pastor  of  the  Wm. 
Taylor,  St.  James  and  Union  Hill  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Luling,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference). 


Election  committee  says 
process  ‘both  open,  fair’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  editorial  concerning  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent  as  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (TM/UMR,  May  22),  the 
question  you  raised  is  precisely  the 
question  with  which  the  General 
Secretaries  Election  Committee 
struggled:  Would  not  all  concerned  .  .  . 
be  better  served  if  questions  regarding 
the  integrity  of  the  search  process  were 
fully  resolved  prior  to  an  election  taking 
place? 

The  committee,  which  I  chaired,  spent 
more  than  two  hours  carefully 
questioning  Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt, 
President  of  the  Board  about  the  search 
process.  Subsequent  to  that  con¬ 
versation,  the  primary  thrust  of  our 
criticism  was  directed  at  the  poor 
documentation  —  and  the  consequent 
suggestions,  impressions  and  ap¬ 
pearances  of  a  search  lacking  in 
seriousness  and  integrity.  We  are  con¬ 
tent,  based  on  the  additional  documen¬ 
tation  provided  by  Bishop  DeWitt,  that, 
contrary  to  those  impressions,  the  search 
committee  took  its  task  quite  seriously 
and  its  members  acted  with  integrity. 

The  “highly  politicized  atmosphere  out 
of  which  Dr.  Nugent’s  selection  and 
nomination  emerged,”  though 
distressing  to  the  election  committee, 
was  not  a  legitimate  part  of  our 
deliberations.  We  were  charged  with  the 
narrower  task  of  assessing  the  integrity 
of  the  nominating  process  and  the 
adequacy  of  the  person  nominated.  Not¬ 
withstanding  our  rather  stem  criticism, 
the  search  seemed  to  us,  as  we  said  in  our 
letter  recommending  Dr.  Nugent’s  elec¬ 
tion  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  to  have  been  both  open  and 


fair,  and  the  nominee  eminently  well 
qualified. 

While  we  regret  any  embarrassment  to 
the  search  committee  (or  any  difficulty 
for  the  Board)  resulting  from  our  public 
criticism  of  its  shortcomings,  it  is 
precisely  a  concern  for  openness  which 
dictated  our  action.  In  that  same  spirit,  I 
appreciate  the  openness  —  and  fairness 
—  with  which  you  have  criticized  and 
challenged  us. 

While  I  do  not  share  your  despair  about 
the  consequences  of  our  action,  I  do  trust 
that  your  criticism  of  our  decision  —  a 
criticism  given  in  love  and  received  in 
love  —  will  help  us  to  do  our  job  more 
sensitively  in  the  future. 

Most  especially,  I  appreciate  and 
share  your  prayer  for  God’s  special 
guidance  for  our  church,  its  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  Dr. 
Nugent  in  the  days  which  lie  ahead. 

Harry  L.  Johnson  II 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 

Love  will  rebuild 
Red  Bird  Mission  School 

To  the  Editor: 

Reading  William  D.  Brown’s  letter 
headlined  “Christians  should  love  and 
care  for  needy”  (TM/UMR,  May  29),  I 
can  only  applaud.  Where  did  we  get  the 
idea  that  we  can  save  money  by  paying 
officials  to  make  our  charitable  decisions 
for  us?  How  do  we  figure  that  over¬ 
spending  our  assets  will  not  leave  us 
either  bankrupt  or  stealing  the  assets  of 
others?  How  do  we  figure  that  govern¬ 
ment  “Charity”  excuses  our  own 
obligation  to  give? 

The  irony  is  that  many  church  leaders 
complain  about  the  government  cutting 
funds  to  worthy  projects  while  inflation, 
reduced  enrollments  and  smaller  of¬ 
ferings  force  churches  to  do  the  same. 

These  hardships  ought  not  dismay  us. 


Even  though  the  General  Board  of  Globa) 
Ministries  has  no  special  plans  to  raise 
funds  to  rebuild  the  Red  Bird  Mission 
school  that  recently  burned  (TM/UMR, 
May  29),  with  God’s  help,  individual  gifts 
will  rebuild  it.  Surely,  it’s  worth 
foregoing  a  weekly  trip  for  ice  cream,  or 
matching  the  week’s  coffee  consumption 
at  work. 

Hate  made  France  pay  off  $1  billion  in¬ 
demnity  to  the  Prussians  110  years  ago. 
Love  should  be  at  least  as  powerful. 

Jonathan  Alan  Carlsen 
Evanston,  Illinois 

Protection  for  clergy 
confidentiality  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article 
headlined  “Case  triggers  confidentiality 
questions"  in  the  May  22  issue  of 
TM/UMR.  Reading  the  article  and 
remembering  attempts  in  the  past  to 
make  an  effort  to  avoid  such  an  incident 
as  this  prompts  my  response. 

In  the  1970’s,  a  petition  was  submitted 
to  General  Conference  requesting  that  a 
statement  be  prepared  and  included  in 
the  Discipline  of  our  church  in  an  effort 
to  provide  protection  for  United 
Methodist  pastors  in  just  such  cases  as 
the  one  reported  in  the  article  so  that  we 
might  have  protection  from  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  to  brothers,  and  sisters,  of  the 
cloth  in  other  denominations.  But 
General  Conference  decided  at  that  time 
that  this  type  of  statement  was  un¬ 
necessary. 

I  hope  that  this  event  in  Texas  will 
wake  some  of  the  delegates  to  General 
Conference,  and  Annual  Conferences,  to 
take  positive  action  to  protect  clergy  per¬ 
sons  who  may  find  themselves  involved 
in  court  cases. 

I.  Melville  Wohrley 
Toronto,  Ohio 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Paragraph  440.4  in 
the  1980  Book  of  Discipline  addresses  this 
question  of  confidentiality.  The  existence 
of  such  a  church  law,  however,  cannot 
preclude  enforcement  of  a  civil  law  to  the 
contrary  by  civil  authorities. 

Flag  promotion  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  troubled  to  receive  a  special 
mailing  from  Cokesbury  promoting  the 
use  of  the  American  flag  in  church  sanc¬ 
tuaries  and  on  pastors’  desks. 

It  is  not  the  church’s  business  to 
promote  the  emblem  of  the  nation  —  our 
number  one  contemporary  idol.  Our 
denominational  publishing  house  should 
help  us  give  integrity  to  church  life,  not 
to  corrupt  it.  George  Gardner  Hill 

Armonk,  New  York 


Readers -Editors  Dialogue 

Postal  subsidy,  ‘crybaby  tactics,’  and  keeping  faith 


To  the  Editor: 

The  article  in  your  May  29  issue, 
headlined  “Postal  cuts  may  devastate 
church  press,”  certainly  makes  me  won¬ 
der  about  the  $600  million  in  subsidies  to 
religious  and  non-profit  organizations. 
As  a  taxpayer  I'd  like  for  those  subsidies 
to  be  eliminated  .  .  .  completely. 

Every  facet  of  business  is  burdened 
with  taxes,  costs,  etc.  It  appears,  though, 
the  ones  surviving  will  be  innovative 
businesses,  not  those  receiving  continued 
hand-outs.  Mr.  Trexler,  who  testified 
before  the  House,  cannot  justify  use  of 
taxpayers’  money  to  send  publications 
through  the  mail  any  more  than  other 
organizations  can  justify  tax-dole  hand¬ 
outs. 

I'm  disappointed  to  read  such  cry-baby 
tactics  in  the  Reporter.  It  seems  we  have 
so  very  many  more  problems  needing 
our  attention.  If  space  is  so  cheap  in  our 
religious  publication,  perhaps  taking 
away  the  tax-support  will  create  imagi¬ 
nation  within  the  management  of  such 
periodicals  and  give  readers  some  cre¬ 
ative  ideas  for  us  to  use  in  our  churches. 

As  a  starter,  how  about  some  articles 
from  knowledgeable  laymen? 

Fred  R.  Morris 
Hixson.  Tennessee 

We  do  not  consider  Editor  Trexler’s 
testimony,  nor  our  publishing  a  story 
about  it,  to  constitute  “cry-baby  tactics.” 
Neither  does  he,  nor  this  publication, 
seek  to  receive  unjustified  “tax-dole  han¬ 
douts.” 

We  have  wished  to  address  the  matter 
of  proposed  reductions  in  postal  sub¬ 
sidies  editorially,  but  have  not  done  so 
previously  —  partly  because  of  the  large 
number  of  other  government  programs 
which  are  also  facing  cuts,  and  partly 
because  the  postal  subsidy  issue  is  so 
complicated.  It  is,  indeed,  difficult  to  ex¬ 
plain  in  simple  terms  why  the  special 
subsidy  related  to  non-profit,  Second 
Class  publications  should  be  continued 
without  appearing  to  engage  in  “cry¬ 
baby  tactics.”  I’d  like  to  try,  however, 
because  the  survival  of  many  such 
publications  is  at  stake. 

In  1970,  Congress  “reformed”  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  '  into  a  “quasi¬ 
independent”  entity  which  was  to  be 
operated  "without  political  in¬ 
terference”  in  “a  businesslike  manner.” 
It  was  anticipated  that  the  new  entity 
would  function  more  efficiently  from 
both  a  cost  and  a  service  standpoint. 

Along  with  this  change,  there  occurred 
a  basic  change  of  philosophy  within  the 
postal  service:  the  primary  emphasis  on 
“service,”  which  had  existed  since  the 
creation  of  the  post  office  early  in  our 
nation’s  history,  was  replaced  by  a 
primary  emphasis  on  “financial  self- 
sufficiency.” 

One  major  implication  of  thjs 
philosophical  change  pertained  to 
Second-Class  publications.  Since  the  in¬ 
ception  of  the  post  office,  publications  of 
all  types  —  newspapers,  magazines,  etc., 


and  not  just  religious  publications  — 
were  handled  by  the  post  office  for  only  a 
small  percentage  of  their  actual  cost. 
This  “service”  was  provided  in  the  belief 
that  the  dissemination  and  exchange  of 
information,  through  a  wide  variety  of 
sources,  is  an  essential  ingredient  for 
preserving  a  free  society. 

Under  its  new  policy,  the  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice  did  not  downgrade  the  perceived  im¬ 
portance  of  publications,  but  it  did 
specify  that  they  would  have  to  pay  their 
own  way.  To  avoid  an  all-at-once  jump  in 
postal  rates  so  heavy  that  most 
publications  would  be  forced  out  of 
business,  Congress  passed  a  law 
providing  a  10-year  “phase-in”  of  “full 
rates”  for  profit-making  Second  Class 
publications  and  a  16-year  “phase-in”  of 
“full  rates”  for  non-profit  publications, 
including  religious  publications.  During 
this  period,  the  difference  between  “full 
rates”  and  the  current  “phase-in”  rate 
was  to  be  covered  by  Congressional  ap¬ 
propriations  each  year  as  “Revenue 
Forgone  subsidy”  to  the  U.S.  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice.  Under  this  procedure,  Second  Class 
publications  of  all  types  have  paid  an  in¬ 
creasingly  large  share  of  the  “full  rate” 
each  year.  The  “phase-in”  period  for 
profit-making  publications  ends  this  July 
6.  Non-profit  publications  are  supposed 
to  continue  paying  progressively  higher 
rates  each  year  through  1987  —  the  last 
year  of  the  16-year  “phase-in”  period, 
when  all  Second  Class  publications  will 
be  paying  the  “full  rate." 

As  part  of  its  federal  budget-reduction 
proposals  to  Congress  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration  recommended  reducing 
total  postal  subsidies  by  nearly  $600 
million  —  including  $289  million  in 
“revenue  forgone”  subsidies.  The  Post¬ 
master  General  has  said  that  is  this  latter 
reduction  in  subsidy  is  made,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  move  from  “phase-in”  step 
10  to  step  16  on  Oct.  1  of  this  year.  The  im¬ 
mediate  result  of  this  move  would  be  to 
more  than  double  present  Second-Class 
rates  for  non-profit  publications. 

An  almost  immediate  secondary  effect 
would  be  the  death  of  many  such 
publications,  and  a  radical  alteration  in 
the  character  of  most  others,  i.e.  reduced 
number  of  issues,  reduced  number  of 
pages,  or  both. 

Under  the  first  nine  yearly  steps  of  the 
“phase-in,"  this  publication’s  rates  for 
Second  Class  postage  have  increased  by 
nearly  1500  percent.  We  pay  ap¬ 
proximately  $16,000  to  the  Postal  Service 
each  week  in  direct  costs  for  mailing  our 
publication.  Due  to  additional  rate  in¬ 
creases,  passed  since  1971,  we  are  already 
paying  far  in  excess  of  the  “last  phase” 
rates  which  were  projected  in  1971. 

Should  our  rates  be  moved  from  phase 
10  which  takes  effect  on  July  6,  to  phase 
16  on  Oct.  1  of  this  year,  we  would  face  an 
immediate  additional  increase  in 
postage  expenses  of  more  than  $20,000 
each  week.  Direct  postage  costs  now  con¬ 
stitute  approximately  $1  million  of  our  $4 


million  annual  budget.  Under  the  phase 
16  rates,  direct  postage  costs  would  in¬ 
crease  to  approximately  $2  million, 
thereby  increasing  total  budget  expenses 
to  $5  million  —  except  that  our  rate  in¬ 
crease  mechanisms  for  subscriptions, 
like  those  of  most  other  church 
publications,  won’t  allow  for  the  extra  $1 
million  in  needed  revenues  to  be  raised 
immediately.  I  seriously  doubt  that 
anyone,  anywhere  has  sufficient 
"creative  ideas”  to  locate  this  much  un¬ 
budgeted  “new  money.” 

I  do  not  regard  efforts  to  prevent  the 
scuttling  of  the  “phase-in”  method  of  in¬ 
creasing  Second  Class,  Non-Profit  rates 
as  any  more  a  “cry-baby  tactic”  than 
were  protests  of  threatened  reductions  in 
previously-promised  Social  Security 
benefits!  A  continuation  of  the  procedure 
is  necessary  if  Congress  and  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  are  to  keep  faith  with  the 
rules  of  the  game  they  have  established 
previously  for  non-profit  publications. 

Additionally,  the  Postal  Service  and  its 
goal  of  “financial  self-sufficiency”  would 
be  harmed  by  the  demise  or  serious 
disruption  of  Second-Class  Non-Profit 
publications.  The  Postal  Service’s  vast 
overhead  expenses  for  labor  and  equip¬ 
ment  will  remain  virtually  the  same 
whether  or  not  any  revenue  is  received 
from  the  continued  existence  and 
mailing  of  these  publications. 

During  recent  weeks,  some  en¬ 
couraging  signs  have  emerged  that  the 


Administration’s  budget-planners  and 
many  members  of  Congress  did  not 
realize  all  the  implications  of  their 
proposal  to  discontinue  the  “revenue 
forgone”  subsidy  for  Second  Class  Non- 
Profit  publications. 

The  House  Post  Office  and  Civil  Ser¬ 
vice  Committee  recommended  last  week 
that  90  percent  of  these  previously- 
approved  reductions  be  restored. 
However,  this  is  but  a  first  step  and  it 
comes  from  those  members  of  Congress 
who  will  tend  to  be  most  knowledgeable 
regarding  postal  affairs.  It  still  must 
pass  numerous  other  difficult  hurdles  in 
a  budget-consideration  process  which,  at 
best,  will  be  agonizing  and,  at  worst, 
could  become  chaotic. 

If  you  believe  in  the  keeping  of  com¬ 
mitments  once  they  are  made,  and  you 
value  this  and  other  Non-Profit 
publications  which  are  distributed 
through  the  mails,  I  hope  you  will  con¬ 
sider  urging  your  Senators  and 
Congressional  representatives  to  support 
continuation  of  the  “revenue  forgone" 
subsidy  so  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  can 
continue  its  “phase-in”  approach  to  “full 
rates”  for  Non-Profit,  Second  Class 
publications. 

As  a  "finisher,”  a  majority  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  and  letters  published  in  our 
readers’  forum  columns  do  come  from 
lay  men  and  women  —  many  of  whom 
are  knowledgeable. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


CLASSIFIED 

CHINA  TOUR:  Oct.  5-26.  Peking.  Xi'an,  Shanghai. 
Hangzhou,  Guilin,  Canton,  Manila,  Hong  Kong, 
From  San  Francisco,  $3,370  complete  Inquire  Rev, 
Andrew  Juvinall,  world  affairs  lecturer,  97 
Ramsgate  Court.  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95401.  Phone  (707) 
5?5-*l69. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76056. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203  | 

TOUR  THE  HOLY  LAND,  Jordan,  Athens  and  Rome 
with  Rev.  Lloyd  J.  Lowe,  Sept.  18-30,  1981.  Write  422 
Chestnut,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048.  Free  Brochure. 

GETTING  TO  KNOW  the  Book  of  Discipline  1980  - 
an  introductory  manual  in  workbook  form.  For  use 
by  laity  and  clergy.  By  Delton  Krueger.  $2.00. 
Discipline  Manual,  8423  Columbus  Ave.  S., 
Bloomington,  MN  55420. 

POSITION  OPEN:  Director  of  Music  Ministries, 
First  United  Methodist,  Hurst,  Texas  Full  time. 
Applications  to  Dr.  Sidney  Roberts,  530  Elm  St., 
Hurst,  TX  76053 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Youth  Director:  Large,  active 
suburban  church,  to  help  develop  and  oversee  total 
youth  ministry.  Hours  and  salary  negotiable.  Trinity 
United  Methodist,  9625  N.  Military  Trail,  Palm 
Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410  Ph.  (305  '  622-5278. 

SURPLUS  JEEPS,  CARS,  TRUCKS  -  also  thousands 
of  other  items  available  through  government  auc¬ 
tions.  For  information  call  (602  )  941-8014,  Ext.  31. 

COLLEGE  CREDIT  for  teaching  Sunday  school, 
write  Dean  of  Theology,  P.O.  Box  75221,  Oklahoma 
City.  OK  73147. 

TEACHING  POSITIONS:  Holding  Institute  has 
openings  in  High  School  Math  and  First  Grade. 
Please  contact:  Eugene  A.  Miller,  P.O.  Box  269, 
Laredo,  TX 78040,  (512)  722-1123. 

PRODUCE  A  COOKBOOK  for  your  church  or 
organization  —  write  for  brochure.  Nicollet 
Cookbook  Service,  421  Second  St.  NW,  Pipestone.  MN 
56164.  Phone  (507  )  825-5469. 

FREE  DETAILS:  New,  exciting  Food  Supplement 
Program.  Continuing  monthly  income  to  church 
groups  Reply:  Pro  Mark  Ltd.,,  1155  South  Santa  Fe 
Ave  .  *F,  Vista,  CA  92083 

FOR  SALE:  Two  Addressograph  Co  printing 
machines  One  for  making  name  plates,  one  for 
printing  labels  Mountain  View  United  Methodist 
Church,  355  Ponca  PI..  Boulder,  CO  80303  Phone: 
(303  )  494-5025 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  available  for  Director  of 
Music  -  graded  children's,  youth,  adult  and  bell 
choirs.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  626, 
Carlsbad,  NM  88220 

BIBLE  LANDS,  Israel.  Egypt.  February  15-25,  1982. 
Seventh  deluxe  tour  led  by  pastor  Don  Haarup. 
Information:  Box  31,  Brainerd,  MN  56401.  Ph.  (218) 
829-4116  or  829-6076. 

HOLY  LAND  in  1982  Departures  December, 
January,  February,  April  and  June.  From  $1,098. 
Options  to  Rome.  Athens,  Egypt.  Jordan.  Bob 
Sanders.  Tour  Host,  1317  Academy  Circle,  Arlington, 
TX 76013.  (817)261-0606 

BISCAYNE  METHODIST  Retirement  Home, 
Hialeah,  Fla.,  has  openings  for  immediate 
occupancy  in  its  new  apartment  complex.  One  and 
two  bedroom  apartments  with  equipped  kitchens. 
Excellent  location,  moderate  monthly  rental  rates. 

An  active,  loving  Christian  community  for  persons, 
at  least  62  years  of  age,  in  a  sub-tropical  climate. 
Call  or  write  for  complete  information,  rates  and 
amenities.  (305)  556-3500  —  5300  West  16thAve., 
Hialeah,  FL  33012.  Equal  Opportunity  Housing. 

DESIRABLE  RESIDENTIAL  lot  in  Cherokee 
Village,  Arkansas  Just  yards  from  the  south  golf 
course  $6,900  Contact:  Cherokee  Village  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O  Box  420,  Cherokee  Village, 
AR  72525,  (501)257-3869. 

NEWLY  PUBLISHED :  Beliefs  of  a  United  Methodist 
Christian,  by  Don  Willis.  Excellent  for  confirmation 
classes,  both  adult  and  youth.  Only  $1.95;  by  mail 
$2.50  per  copy;  10  or  more  by  mail  $2.15  per  copy. 
Send  to  Cokesbury  Bookstore,  6892  Southwest 
Freeway,  Houston.  TX  77036,  or  your  local 
Cokesbury  Bookstore. 

PASTORS.  Youth  leaders:  Try  Bible  Feud!  Unique 
program  idea  similar  to  popular  TV  show.  Surveys 
included.  Send  $2.00.  M  A,  Stewart,  Box  2, 
Hawthorn,  PA  16230.  j 
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Prison  ministry  flees 
Bible -  bearing  image 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

Staff  Writer  ,  , 

Ministries  in  many  correctional  in¬ 
stitutions  are  no  longer  limited  to 
sporadic  visits  by  prison  chaplains  or  by 
Bible-bearing  individuals  seeking  to 
“save”  inmates  in  one  session,  according 
to  several  pastors  and  lay  persons  who 
are  involved  in  prison  ministries. 

Instead,  organized  groups  of  Chris¬ 
tians  are  trying  to  meet  the  emotional, 
social  and  spiritual  needs  of  inmates  and 
their  families  both  during  and  after  in¬ 
carceration. 

Numerous  church  and  non- 
denominational  lay  groups  —  who,  for 
the  first  time,  are  becoming  involved  in 
prison  ministry  —  are  devising  ways  to 
bring  Christianity  closer  to  inmates, 
TM/UMR  learned  through  contacts  with 
several  prison  chaplains  and  members  of 
independent  groups.  They  agree  this  ap¬ 
proach  is  having  a  positive  effect  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  individual  inmates. 

New  approach  works 

And  they  have  the  statistics  to  prove  it. 
Although  FBI  figures  indicate  that  28 
percent  of  inmates  paroled  from  state 
prisons  return  to  prison  within  three 
years  after  their  release,  various 
ministry  leaders  estimate  the  “re¬ 
cidivism  rate”  for  inmates  who  par¬ 
ticipate  in  their  programs  is  6.5  percent 
or  less. 

One  example  of  the  new  com¬ 
prehensive  approach  to  prison  ministry 
is  the  Visitors  Center  at  Attica  Correc¬ 
tional  Facility  in  New  York.  The  center, 
which  opened  two  years  ago,  is  a  pilot 
project  sponsored  by  United 
Methodism’s  Western  New  York  Annual 
Conference  and  other  denominational 
agencies.  The  center  serves  as  a  liaison 
between  inmates,  their  families  and 
prison  administrators,  said  the  Rev. 
Willard  S.  Thomas,  director. 

Ex-convict 
tells  need 
of  families 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
“If  you  can  keep  families  together,  if 
that  wife  is  hanging  in  there  and  the 
family  goes  to  church  together,  they’ve 
got  it  made  and  that  inmate  is  going  to 
make  it,”  said  Allen  D.  Hanson,  an  ex¬ 
convict  now  working  to  get  Christians  in¬ 
volved  in  prison  ministry. 

Mr.  Hanson  of  Ot- 
tertail,  Minn.,  ser- 
ve$J  nine  months  in 
the  state  prison  for 
unlawful  business 
practices.  He  said 
he  feels  ministries 
by  outside  groups 
and  the  prison 
chaplain  help  in¬ 
mates  deal  with 
family  problems  Mr.  Hanson 
and  keep  husbands  and  wives  together. 

“About  70  percent  of  the  marriages  break 
up  during  the  first  year  an  inmate  is  in 
Minnesota  State  Prison,”  Mr.  Hanson 
said.  “But  now  families  are  allowed  to  at¬ 
tend  weekly  worship  services  with  in¬ 
mates.  That  spiritual  lift  is  all  the  inmate 
needs,”  he  added. 

In  his  speeches  to  church  organi¬ 
zations,  Mr.  Hanson  encourages  volun¬ 
teers  to  visit  inmates  and  not  be  appre¬ 
hensive  about  their  safety  or  how  they 
will  be  received  by  inmates. 

“The  first  day  I  was  in,  the  chaplain 
came  to  see  me,  and  I  thought  ’here’s 
someone  who  cares,’”  Mr.  Hanson  said. 
“Church  groups  who  came  in  built  up 
such  rapport  with  the  prisoners  and  the 
prison  officials  that  security  problems 
were  non-existent,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Hanson  has  compiled  a  list  of  “do’s 
and  don’ts”  for  persons  who  wish  to 
become  involved  in  jail  and  prison 
ministries. 

“Do  visit  a  prisoner  somewhere  soon; 
don’t  be  afraid,”  he  said.  He  advises 
visitors  to  contact  prison  authorities  in 
advance  or  at  least  go  early,  because 
many  have  extensive  processing 
procedures  and  need  time  to  “check  out" 
the  prospective  visitor. 

•  “Don’t  take  a  camera  or  tape  recorder 
inside  —  these  are  not  usually  allowed  — 
and  don’t  give  the  prisoner  anything 
unless  it  is  approved  by  the  officials,” 
Mr.  Hanson  said. 

“Do  tell  the  inmate  about  Jesus,”  Mr. 
Hanson  said.  “And  don’t  forget  to  pray 
daily  for  prisoners.  Pray  for  their  safety 
,  and  pray  for  their  salvation.  ’  ’ 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


-individual  who  comes  in  once  or 
ufw$,to  ‘preach’  is  often  viewed  by  both 
inmates  and  prison  officials  as  a  ‘Bible- 
toter’  who  doesn’t  really  know  what 
prison  is  all  about,”  Mr.  Thomas  said. 
“As  Christians  we  place  our  emphasis  on 
Jesus  Christ,  but  we  don’t  just  go  into 
prisons  and  say  to  an  inmate  ‘we’re  going 
to  reform  you.’  That  doesn’t  work.  It’s  a 
turn-off,  and  that’s  where  a  com¬ 
munications  crisis  can  start.” 

“But  ministering  to  the  inmates  and 
their  needs  is  only  part  of  the  problem,” 
said  Mr.  Thomas,  an  ordained 
Presbyterian  minister.  “Ministering  to 
the  family  is  equally  important,”  he  said. 
“Their  economic  situation,  living  conditions 
and  even  the  relationship  with  their  inmate- 
relative  are  all  severely  strained  when  he  or 
she  is  incarcerated.” 

Attica  Center  helps  families 

Attica’s  Center,  housed  in  a  state- 
owned  building  just  beyond  the  south 
wall  of  the  prison,  provides  a  reception 
area  for  families  and  friends  who  come 
to  visit  inmates.  The  center  staff 
processes  visitors  under  normal  prison 
security,  and  Mr.  Thomas  will  counsel 
family  members  before  or  after  they 
visit  the  inmate  “if  they  want  to  talk.” 
The  center  also  provides  child  care  ser¬ 
vices  for  up  to  four  hours  per  day  per 
child,  and  offers  lunches  for  the  children. 

Prison  chaplains,  such  as  the  Rev. 
Axel  Bolin  of  the  Santa  Fe  (New  Mexico) 
Prison,  are  working  with  outside  groups 
such  as  Prison  Fellowship  and  Kairos  to 
increase  prison  ministry  services. 

“Emotional  stress  is  great  when  a  per¬ 
son  is  imprisoned,  and  it  carries  over  af¬ 
ter  he  is  released,”  said  Mr.  Bolin,  who 
was  chaplain  at  the  facility  during  the 
siege  in  February  1980  in  which  30 
people  were  killed  during  36  hours  of 
unrest  and  rioting. 

After  the  siege,  Mr.  Bolin  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  bringing  Prison 
Fellowship  to  the  prison.  The  program  is 
headed  nationally  by  Charles  Colson,  for¬ 
mer  aide  to  President  Richard  Nixon. 
Mr.  Colson  began  his  ministry  after  he 
served  time  in  federal  prisons  for 
Watergate-related  offenses. 

Prison  Fellowship’s  concept  of 
ministry  is  to  match  prisoners  with 
volunteers  who  counsel  with  the  inmates 
and  help  bring  them  closer  to  Christ. 

The  main  strengths  of  the  growing  lay 
and  non-denominational  ministries,  such 
as  Prison  Fellowship,  is  Christian 
education  for  inmates  and  closer  inter¬ 
action  between  individual  volunteers  and 
inmates.  Kairos,  a  national  program 
whose  Reno,  Nev.  group  is  headed  by  the 
Rev.  Douglas  McCoy,  consists  of  retreats 
during  which  volunteers  stay  in  the 
prisons  while  they  minister. 

Mr.  'McCoy,  who  also  serves  as 
associate  minister  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Reno,  said  he  became  interested  in 
Kairos  when  he  participated  in  a  similar 
retreat  in  Florida.  He  said  he  hopes  that 
36  inmates  will  participate  in  the  first 
Nevada  retreat  in  November. 

Volunteers  on  the  team  include  seven 
members  of  the  clergy  and  38  lay  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  UMC  and  seven  other 


The  prison  chaplain  counseling  an  inmate  here  represents  one  kind  of  prison 
ministry.  However,  ministers  and  lay  persons  are  also  working  together  to  provide 
long-term  and  more  comprehensive  Christian  services  to  inmates  and  their  families. 
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Religious  groups  differ 
on  behind-walls  methods 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

While  the  trend  appears  to  be  toward 
more  comprehensive  prison  ministries, 
there  is  sometimes  a  discordant  note  be¬ 
tween  the  non-denominational  lay  groups 
and  the  church-based  groups. 

Some  non-denominational  lay  groups 
claim  they  are  providing  services 
because  churches  are  not  interested. 

Church  representatives  counter  that 
not  only  are  they  providing  Christian  ser¬ 
vice  for  inmates,  but  also  they  are 
dealing  with  the  broader  problem  of  ad¬ 
vocacy  which  some  independent  groups 
tend  to  neglect. 

Newman  Gaugler,  full-time  executive 
of  Yokefellow  Prison  Ministries  Inc.,  in 
Shamokin  Dam,  Pa.,  said  churches  in  his 
experience  were  reluctant  to  become  in¬ 
volved  in  prison  ministry  programs.  “I 
think  the  general  attitude  is  one  of  in¬ 
difference,”  he  said.  “We’ve  talked  with 
a  lot  of  pastors  who  are  not  interested  in 
serving  these  people  (inmates),  and  that 
reflects  in  their  congregations.” 

However,  although  several  inde¬ 
pendent  groups  said  they  have  noted  a 
low  level  of  church  participation  in 
prison  ministries,  the  Rev.  George 
Ricketts  of  Richmond,  Va.,  disagrees. 
Mr.  Ricketts  is  the  executive  director  of 
Chaplain  Service  of  the  Churches  of 
Virginia,  an  ecumenically-funded 
organization  which  provides  chaplaincy 
services  to  state  correctional  facilities. 

“We  are  definitely  a  church 
organization,”  Mr.  Ricketts  said.  The 
Virginia  and  Holston  conferences  of  the 


denominations.  But  Mr.  McCoy  said  get- 
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who  are  involved  in  prison  ministries 


UMC  are  the  agency’s  second  largest 
financial  backers. 

Mr.  Ricketts  said  much  of  the  apparent 
lack  of  involvement  by  churches  is 
misconstrued.  Besides  appointing  Pro¬ 
testant  chaplains  to  the  different  insti¬ 
tutions,  his  agency,  representing  20 
denominations  also  coordinates  religious 
programs  for  Catholic,  Jewish  and 
Muslim  prisoners. 

“We  also  deal  with  inmates’  families, 
provide  educational  programs  for 
prisons  and  advocacy  programs,”  he 
said. 

He  said  many  prison  ministry  organi¬ 
zations  not  well-grounded  in  the  church 
lack  the  ability  to  create  strong  advocacy 
programs  which  can  correct  individual 
cases  of  injustice,  upgrade  prison 
policies  and  suggest  viable  alternatives 
to  various  parts  of  the  criminal  justice 
system  as  a  whole.  Further,  he  said  in¬ 
dependent  groups  are  “pretty  much 
walking  on  thin  ice”  when  dealing  with 
prison  and  state  correctional  authorities. 
“But  the  church  is  power  —  both  in  a 
political  sense  and  in  a  spiritual  sense,” 
Mr.  Ricketts  added. 

Mr.  Ricketts  lauded  the  independent 
groups  for  their  work,  but  said  the 
church  should  be  a  focal  point  in  their 
ministry  to  inmates.  “I  don’t  have  any 
problem  with  non-church  people 
organizing  and  ministering  when  church¬ 
es  continuously  ignore  a  problem,”  he 
said.  “But  the  church  is  where  the  power 
is  in  the  end.” 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


agree  that  it  is  still  unpopular  work. 

Recruiting  prison  ministry  workers  is 
also  extremely  difficult,  said  Don 
Hildebrand,  a  lay  volunteer  of  Com¬ 
munity  Uplifting  Persons  (CUP)  in 
McHenry  County,  Ill.  "It  sometimes 
seems  to  be  a  dead-end  when  you’re 
trying  to  get  people  to  work  with  you,” 
Mr.  Hildebrand  said.  “People  don’t  come 
and  pat  you  on  the  back  for  having  a 
ministry  like  this,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Hildebrand,  a  member  of  Marengo 
( Ill. )  UMC  said  CUP  is  a  service-oriented 
program  serving  inmates  in  the 
McHenry  County  Jail.  The  program  is 
sponsored  by  the  Ministry  of  Criminal 
Justice  of  the  UMC’s  Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference.  Volunteers  counsel 
inmates  both  in  and  out  of  jail,  helping 
them  find  employment,  housing  or  what¬ 
ever  else  they  need  . 

Regardless  of  different  degrees  of  in¬ 
volvement  and  approaches,  persons  ac¬ 
tive  in  prison  and  jail  ministries  believe 
they  are  getting  results.  Mr.  Bolin, 
chaplain  at  Santa  Fe,  estimates  that 
among  inmates  who  attend  regular  wor¬ 
ship  services,  only  two  percent  were  sent 
back  to  prison  during  the  three  years 
following  their  release.  Of  the  men  who 
attend  half  the  services  during  the  year, 
he  said,  only  about  eight  percent  were 
returned  to  prison  after  release. 
Although  only  about  80  of  650  inmates  at¬ 
tend  services  at  any  given  time,  there 
are  “definite  results.” 


Religious  leaders  call 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Israel’s  surprise  June  7  raid  on  an 
Iraqi  nuclear  reactor  forced  the  United 
States  into  a  delicate  diplomatic  bind, 
but  most  U.S.  religious  leaders  who 
spoke  out  on  the  issue  said  this  nation 
nevertheless  ought  to  condemn  Israel. 

By  June  19  the  Reagan  administration 
seemed  to  be  heeding  those  and  other 
voices.  The  U.S.  and  Iraq  agreed  on  a 
resolution  presented  to  the  U.N.  Securitv 


The  map  shows  the  route  Israeli  planes 
are  believed  to  have  taken  on  June  7  over 
Jordan  and  Saudi  Arabia  en  route  and 
returning  from  their  bombing  attack  on 
the  Osirak  nuclear  reactor  plant,  under 
construction  near  Baghdad,  Iraq. 
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People  in  the  news. . . 
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Joseph  Rhodes 


Tunesmith  turns  theological 

A  retired  composer  and  arranger  of  commercials,  79-year- 
old  Joseph  Rhodes  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Los 
Gatos,  Calif.,  has  turned  his  talents  to  new  tunes. 

The  music  for  a  recent  program  of  sacred  music  at  his 
church  recently  featured  15  of  his  compositions  including  the 
prelude,  anthems,  responses,  offertory  and  postlude. 

“I’ve  had  a  lot  of  fun  doing  it  and  everybody  seems  to  like 
it,”  said  the  musician.  Four  of  his  anthems  and  some  respon¬ 
ses  have  been  published. 

The  Missouri-born  composer  said  he  learned  music  from 
his  father  and  started  as  a  pianist  with  a  Dixieland  band  in 
Nashville  in  1922.  He  also  did  considerable  work  as  an 
arranger  and  musician  for  some  “big  bands,"  among  them 
Russ  Morgan,  Fred  Waring  and  Sigmund  Romberg. 
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Council  that  condemned  Israel  but  did 
not  punish  the  Jewish  state  for  its  ac¬ 
tions. 

This  was  exactly  the  kind  of  U.S. 
agreement  with  a  hard-line  Arab  state 
like  Iraq  that  some  religious  leaders  en¬ 
couraged.  Many  expressed  their  feeling 
in  letters  or  telegrams  to  President 
Reagan. 

One  who  felt  the  U.S.  ought  to  try  to  de¬ 
fuse  the  entire  state  of  tenseness  in  the 
Middle  East  was  the  Rev.  M.  William 
Howard,  president  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  In  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Reagan,  Dr.  Howard  called  for  complete 
cessation  of  U.S.  arms  sales  to  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East.  He  said  this  cessation  should  be 
followed  by  a  careful  reassessment  by 
the  Reagan  administration  of  U.S. 
weapons  supply  policies  and  their 
relation  to  U.S.  efforts  to  achieve  a  com¬ 
prehensive  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

Increases  insecurity 

“Short-term  actions  such  as  this  raid,” 
Dr.  Howard  wrote  the  President,  “will  in 
the  long  term  heighten  the  bitterness  and 
hostility  of  its  neighbors  toward  Israel, 
thus  increasing  the  insecurity  of  the 
whole  region.  " 

Another  call  for  strong  action  came 
from  United  Methodist  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  and  the  Rev.  Robert  McClean, 
president  and  staff  member,  respec¬ 
tively,  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

In  a  statement  to  President  Reagan  the 
two  said  that  congressional  investigation 
into  possible  violations  of  U.S.  arms 
statutes  by  the  Israelis  was  not  enough. 
They  added,  “We  have  long  been  awar^ 
of  Israel’s  violation  of  United  States’  law. 
U.S.  response  should  leave  no  doubt  that 
this  government  and  people  will  not  sup¬ 
port  such  acts  of  aggression  and  terror 
by  anally.” 

William  P.  Thompson,  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church's  stated  clerk  (chief 
executive),  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
President  urging  the  U.S.  to  terminate 
military  sales  and  transfers  to  Israel 
“until  such  time  as  she  will  assure  that 
they  will  not  be  used  against  our  national 
interest  in  any  country  in  the  region." 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
tliurch  in  America,  meeting  in 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  called  on  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  U.S.  and  Canada  to  voice 


Group  endorses  code; 
Nestle  shows  different 
face  on  formula  issue 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  Nestle  Corp. 
officials  told  United  Methodist  leaders 
here  last  weekend  that  “we  fought  the 
good  fight  (against  the  new  international 
infant  formula  marketing  code)  to  the 
end,  but  now  we  accept  the  verdict”  of 
the  118  nations  which  voted  for  the  code 
last  month.  (The  United  States  cast  the 
only  negative  vote.) 

Perceiving  a  changed,  more 
conciliatory  Nestle,  the  denomination’s 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  informally 
agreed  to  wait  until  September  to  even 
discuss  the  possibility  of  recommending 
a  boycott  of  Nestle  products  for  alleged 
marketing  abuse.  Meanwhile,  they  will 
continue  to  observe  the  corporation’s 
actions. 

The  1980  General  Conference  charged 
the  task  force  with  studying  the  infant 
formula  marketing  issue,  establishing 
“constructive  dialogue’’  and 
recommending  action  to  all  United 
Methodists. 

Support  international  code 

The  task  force  last  weekend  decided 
that  the  passage  of  the  World  Health 
Organization  code  was  an  important  step 
toward  eliminating  the  alleged  misuse  of 
infant  formula  that  results  in  infant 
sickness,  malnutrition  and  death, 
particularly  in  the  Third  World. 

In  a  resolution  passed  unanimously, 
the  task  force  urged  United  Methodists 
worldwide  to  seek  enactment  of  the  code 
by  their  national  governments.  Some 
task  force  members  sympathized  with 
industry  criticism  of  specific  articles  of 
the  code.  They  pointed  out,  however,  that 
the  international  resolution  includes  an 
article  specifying  that  each  nation  may 
adapt  the  code  to  its  own  circumstances. 
The  task  force  resolution  stated  that 
“only  those  provisions  that  are  clearly 
and  demonstrably  impracticable  should 
be  modified  in  national  imple¬ 
mentation.” 

“The  code  is  but  one  contribution  in  the 
larger  struggle  against  malnutrition  and 
starvation  ...”  the  resolution  stated. 

For  a  year,  the  eight  task  force 
members  have  studied,  traveled  and 
interviewed  organizers  of  the  Nestle 
boycott,  international  nutrition  experts 
and  corporate  officials.  They  spent  four 
days  last  week  deliberating  and  talking 
with  representatives  from  the  three  big 
U.S.  infant  formula  manufacturers  who 
strongly  opposed  the  code  as  excessive 
and  unworkable. 

The  officials  of  the  Swiss-based  Nestle, 
though,  said  they  weren’t  making 
detailed  criticism  of  the  international 
code  since  each  nation  must  write  its  own 
guidelines.  Nestle  will  abide  by  those, 
they  said. 

Their  non-combative  manner  puzzled 
the  task  force  members. 

“I  have  to  confess  that  I  am  skeptical 
of  you,”  said  Dr.  Robert  J.  Kegerreis, 
president  of  Wright  State  University. 
“Your  stance  today  is  very  amenable 
and  relaxed,  but  that  doesn’t  square  with 
all  the  other  impressions  I’ve  gotten 
about  you.” 

“We  are  different  than  two  years  ago,” 


said  Rafael  Pagan  of  Nestle. 

Nestle  admits  bungling 

Nestle  officials  admitted  they  some¬ 
times  bungled  their  handling  of  the 
years-long  controversy.  They  said  the 
company’s  personnel  involved  with  the 
matter  have  changed  and  so  has  the 
company’s  stance.  The  company  was  too 
inaccessible  and  unresponsive  in  the 
past,  they  said.  They  claimed  that  there 
now  is  no  reason  for  the  international 
boycott  of  their  products  to  continue. 

The  task  force  was  not  ready  yet  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  possibility  of  calling  on  boycotting 
organizations  (including  27  of  73  UM  annual 
conferences )  to  stop  their  actions. 

One  concern  was  that  Nestle  officials 
said  their  firm  will  operate  by  its  own 
less-restrictive  marketing  code  in 
nations  that  do  not  pass  their  own 
adaptation  of  the  international  code.  The 
international  resolution  calls  on 
companies  to  voluntarily  abide  by  the 
code  in  the  absence  of  national  law.  That 
code  recommendation  details  severe 
restrictions  on  the  use  of  samples, 
advertising,  posters  and  promotions  to 
health  professionals. 

Nestle’s  own  code  meets  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  international  code 
provisions,  said  Dr.  Thad  Jackson  of  the 
corporation.  Nestle  has  strengthened  its 
code  several  times  during  the  years  of 
the  controversy. 

“The  boycott  —  without  any  question 
—  grew  out  of  Nestle’s  malpractice  of  the 
’70s,”  said  Indiana-area  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  a  member  of  the  task  force. 
“Nestle  changed  in  1978,  and  it  could  be 
that  change  is  continuing." 

Anita  Anand  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  was  more 
cautious:  “I  sense  a  change  of  tune,  but 
not  a  real  change.” 

Dr  Paul  Minus,  professor  at  Methodist 
Theological  Seminary,  Delaware,  Ohio, 
said:  “I  think  Nestle  is  trying  to  recoup 
and  pull  out  of  its  abysmal  performance 
so  far.  Theologically,  I  believe  that  for  us 
to  err  on  the  side  of  excessive  caution 
would  be  a  grave  error.  I’d  like  to  see  us 
test  this  (new  attitude  of  Nestle  officials) 
and  go  for  a  new  beginning.” 

Offers  made  to  meet 

The  Nestle  representatives  said  they 
have  been  and  will  continue  to  inves¬ 
tigate  every  complaint  about  violations 
of  Nestle’s  own  code  or  national  codes. 
“We  will  meet  with  responsible  leaders 
of  churches  and  pediatricians,”  Mr. 
Pagan  said.  But  he  does  not  include 
INFACT  and  the  Interfaith  Center  for 
Corporate  Responsibility  in  this  offer 
(organizations  which  run  the  boycott 
campaign  in  the  United  States).  Nestle 
has  refused  to  talk  to  them  for  30  months. 

The  task  force  prodded  the  Nestle 
group  about  methods  that  could  help 
bring  an  end  to  the  controversy  in  such  a 
way  that  malnourished  infants  and  their 
mothers  would  benefit  Nestle  officials 
said  they  might  be  willing  to  talk  with 
critic  organizations  again  if  “it  would  not 
be  a  circus”  and  if  the  task  force  or  some 
other  “reasonable”  party  would 
moderate  the  meeting. 


for  censure  of  Israel 


their  disapproval  of  Israel’s  actions.  The 
General  Synod  said  the  air  raid 
“represents  a  grave  and  possibly 
irreversible  development  and  an  alarm¬ 
ing  escalation  of  the  crisis.” 

Iraq  condemned 

American  Jewish  leaders  predictably 
took  the  opposite  view.  Several  said 
Israel  should  be  commended  rather  than 
condemned  for  destroying  the  Iraqi 
nuclear  reactor. 

Howard  M.  Squadron,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  of  Presidents  of  Major 
American  Jewish  Organizations,  said, 
“The  condemnation,  rather,  should  be  of 


those  Arab  states  —  including  Iraq  — 
that  persist  in  proclaiming  themselves  at 
war  with  a  ‘Zionist  entity’  that  they  have 
pledged  to  liquidate.” 

One  United  Methodist  who  agreed  with 
the  pro-Israel  position  was  Dr.  Franklin 
H.  Littell,  president  of  the  National 
Christian  Leadership  Conference  for 
Israel.  He  said,  “For  several  years  Iraq 
has  been  constructing  an  atom  reactor 
with  military  capability  ...  No  Israeli 
government  could  do  less  than  to  protect 
the  Jewish  state  from  the  certainty  of  a 
second  Holocaust  had  the  Iraqi  plan  (to 
destroy  Israel)  succeeded." 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Cairo  and 
Amman  Tou 


OCTOBER  21-30,  1981 


NOVEMBER  25-DECEMBER  4,  1981 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the  Garden 
Tomb,  kneel  at  ‘‘the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  During  the 
stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Bethany, 
the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s  well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of 
Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our 
hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience 
one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  j^est  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and  NO 
EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air.  We 
like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship 
service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Alien,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 
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‘Not  like  it  used  to  be’ 


Couples  taking  closer  look  at  marriage 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  When  the  authors  of  onO 
new  United  Methodist  marriage 
manual  went  to  talk  with  their  own 
pastor  about  getting  marpied,  they 
had  quite  a  disappointment.  But  that 
was  30  years  ago. 

“All  he  asked  us  was  who  we  were 
going  to  have  for  our  attendants,” 
Joan  Hunt  recalled.  “We  really  ex¬ 
pected  more  from  our  minister  than 
that.” 

Mrs.  Hunt  and  her  husband, 
Richard,  a  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  psychology  professor,  said 
they  had  expected  to  discuss  some  of 
their  goals  for  marriage.  They 
thought  their  minister  might  offer  to 
answer  questions  they  had  or  to 
discuss  problems  they  felt  they  might 
face. 

Neither  Hunt  indicated  that  he  or 
she  knows  whether  couples  today  fare 
any  better  in  their  pre-nuptial  visits. 
The  Dallas  couple  believes,  however, 
that  the  two  new  UM  marriage  manuals 
released  this  summer  will  help 
pastors  who  want  to  be  more 
thorough. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  are  offering  “Growing 
Love  in  Christian  Marriage”  (two 
books),  to  replace  the  10-year-old  “To 
Love  and  To  Cherish"  marriage  man¬ 
uals. 

The  Hunts  wrote  the  book  designed 
either  for  couples  who  are  already 
married  or  who  are  planning  to  be. 

The  companion  book,  written  by 
Leon  and  Antoinette  Smith  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  is  designed  as  a  minister’s 


A  bride  and  groom  take  separate 
tapers  and  light  a  large  candle  in  sym¬ 
bolizing  their  union. 
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manual  for  counseling  with  couples. 

The  Smiths  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  as  few  as  53  per¬ 
cent  of  all  UM  ministers  have 
training  in  premarital  or  marital 
counseling,  although  the  UMC’s 
‘‘Book  of  Discipline”  requires 
ministers  to  counsel  couples  before 
marrying  them. 

“We  believe  we  can  and  must 
educate  persons  for  marriage,"  the 
Smiths  declared  in  their  opening 
chapter. 

The  Hunts  agree.  “I  think  pastors 
want  to  do  a  good  job  in  premarital 


counseling.”  Dr  Hunt  said,  “but 
they're  busy.” 

The  Hunts  described  the  main  pur¬ 
pose  of  their  manual  as  to  help  part¬ 
ners  talk  together  about  "everything 
that  is  important”  to  each  of  them. 

“The  main  difference  in  this  new 
edition  is  that  there  is  much  greater 
emphasis  on  the  couple  participating 
in  some  growth  activities  together 
and  learning  to  communicate  their 
feelings  of  love,”  Dr.  Hunt  said. 

This  reflects  the  increased  openness 
which  he  feels  is  more  present  in  today’s 
marriages  than  those  of  a  decade  ago. 

Mrs.  Hunt  added,  "I  think  there  is 
more  emphasis  on  women’s  rights 
generally,  and  the  woman  is  able  to 
say  what  she  thinks  as  well  as  just  to 
feel  it.” 

Dr.  Hunt  said  that  while  a  generation 
or  two  back  “people  were  just  sup¬ 
posed  to  know  what  to  do  for  a  happy 
marriage,”  now  people  are  taking  a 
more  detailed  look  at  what  they  want 
from  a  relationship  and  are  working 
to  incorporate  those  characteristics 
into  their  marriages. 

Their  manual,  which  includes  exer¬ 
cises  that  allow  a  couple  to  practice 
concepts  and  communications  skills 
presented  in  the  text,  follows  more  of 
a  self-help  design  than  the  previous 
manual. 

Dr.  Hunt  said  that  the  role  of  the 
pastor  in  the  new  marriage  manuals 
is  more  as  an  enabler  who  stimulates 
interaction  between  a  couple  than  as  a 
counselor  who  talks  while  the  couple 
listens. 

“The  emphasis  is  on  the  couple 
making  their  own  marriage,”  he  ad¬ 
ded. 
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Korean  church 
celebrates  gains 

INCHON,  Korea  —  Pentecost  Sunday 
here  saw  10,000  people  meet  in  the 
national  gymnasium  and  follow  a  special 
order  of  service  prepared  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

The  day  was  celebrated  as  Making 
Disciples  Sunday.  The  speaker  was  the 
Rev.  Alan  Walker,  director  of  World 
Evangelism  and  a  widely-known 
Australian  Methodist.  He  said, 
“Christian  discipleship  is  a  pledge  to 
spread  the  Christian  gospel  to  all 
people.” 

The  service  climaxed  when  many 
moved  to  the  front  of  the  audience  to 
symbolize  the  40,000  new  members 
received  into  Korean  churches  since 
January  1981.  Korean  Methodists  have 
goals  of  1  million  members  and  5,000 
churches  by  1984. 


NCC  protests  deportation 
of  25  Haitian  refugees 


Are  Any  Of  These 
Matters  Of  Concern 
Or  Perplexity 
To  You: 


1.  Nature  of  GOD, 

2.  Nature  of  JESUS, 

3.  Nature  of  MAN, 

4.  Efficacy  of  Prayer 

5.  Real  Miracles? 

If  so,  there  are  some  revealing 
answers  in  "GOD  AS  MAN  AND 
MAN  AS  GOD." 

Other  matters  are  dealt  with  and 
some  new  insight  given  on  the  real 
meaning  and  use  of  "Sacraments 
and  Rituals,"  “Hymns  of  the 
Church"  and  "The  Crucifixion.” 

Autographed,  hardback  copy  from 
the  author  for  $7.  postpaid.  Send 
order  to:  James  W.  Turpin.  432  W. 
New  York  Ave.,  DeLand,  FL  32720. 
Allow  about  30  days  for  delivery. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  is  protesting  the  recent  depor¬ 
tation  of  25  Haitians  from  Miami. 

In  a  cable  to  President  Reagan  earlier 
this  month  National  Council  General 
Secretary  Claire  Randall  blasted  the  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service  for 
"deporting  Haitians  from  the  Miami 
district  without  benefit  of  counsel.  ” 

Ms.  Randall’s  cable  also  reminded  the 
President  of  the  class  action  decision  of 
federal  Judge  James  L.  King  last  July. 
That  decision  criticized  the  immigration 
service’s  treatment  of  Haitians  as  a 
“transparently  discriminatory  program 
designed  to  deport  Haitian  nationals  and 
no  one  else.” 

Judge  King's  ruling,  which  is  under  ap¬ 
peal  by  the  government,  ordered  a  plan 
for  re-interviewing  and  screening  4,000 
Haitians  seeking  asylum.  The  NCC  filed 
the  class  action  suit  last  year  on  their 
behalf  and  charged  that  these  Haitians 
were  being  denied  due  process  and 
adequate  legal  representation  during  the 
first  round  of  immigration  hearings  to 
determine  whether  they  might  remain  in 
this  country. 

According  to  John  Tenhula,  an  im- 
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migration  officer  for  the  NCC-related 
Church  World  Service,  Judge  King  also 
ordered  all  deportations  to  stop  until  the 
immigration  service  provided  a  plan  to 
review  the  cases  of  the  4,000  Haitians 
whose  rights  were  found  to  have  been 
violated. 

Mr.  Tenhula  said  the  issues  raised  by 
the  exclusion  hearings  earlier  this  month 
—  and  the  subsequent  deportation  of  25 
Haitians  —  was  a  continuation  of  the 
same  practices  and  policies  which  led  to 
the  original  class  action  lawsuit. 

While  exclusion  hearings  still  continue 
for  Haitians,  he  said  that  all  deportations 
have  been  stopped  by  a  court  order 
which  was  renewed  at  the  end  of  last 
week. 

“Our  feeling  is  that  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Services  has  not 
changed  its  policies  or  practices  toward 
Haitians,”  Mr.  Tenhula  said. 

The  three-judge  5th  U.S.  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  in  Atlanta  is  expected  to  rule 
on  whether  to  uphold  Judge  King’s  two- 
point  ruling  which  was  highly  critical  of 
the  INS  or  whether  to  side  with  the 
federal  government  which  contends  that 
the  Haitians’  due  process  rights  have  not 
been  violated. 

Saying  that  a  ruling  is  expected  in 
■  early  July,  Mr.  Tenhula  said  that  if  the 
circuit  court  finds  no  rights  violations, 
the  NCC  is  prepared  to  appeal  the  case  to 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

“During  the  influx  of  Cuban  refugees 
last  summer,”  Mr.  Tenhula  explained, 
“the  double  standard  being  applied  to 
Haitians  became  so  obvious  that  the 
State  Department  was  forced  to  grant 
i  special  ‘entry’  status  to  both  groups.  Sin¬ 
ce  October  10,  1980,  when  the  special 
status  was  discontinued,  only  40  Cubans 
have  arrived.  But  the  Haitians  continue 
to  arrive  in  the  thousands,  and  it  is  these 
late  arrivals  who  are  being  subjected  to 
the  intensive  deportation  drive.  ” 

He  said  the  25  Haitians  deported  ear¬ 
lier  this  month  were  among  the  most 
recent  to  arrive  here. 

Mr.  Tenhula  said  that  while  the 
National  Council  does  not  say  every 
Haitian  is  a  political  refugee,  it  is  con¬ 
cerned  that  Haitians  “receive  the  same 
rights  as  anyone  arriving  on  our  shores. 
And  we  do  not  see  it.  Instead  we  see  mass 
roundups,  deportation  without  access  to 
counsel  and  camps  surrounded  with  bar¬ 
bed  wire  in  which  husbands  and  wives, 
parents  and  children  are  forcibly 
separated.” 

—JOYCE  HOPKINS 

Bible  translator 
quits  over  furor 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Robert  G. 
Bratcher,  a  noted  Bible  translator,  has 
resigned  as  a  consultant  to  the  American 
Bible  Society  ( ABS)  in  the  wake  of  a  con¬ 
troversy  over  comments  he  made  at  a 
Souhem  Baptist  seminar  in  March. 

The  scholar,  who  was  principal  tran¬ 
slator  of  the  Today’s  English  Version 
(TEV)  Bible,  denounced  the  theory  of 
biblical  inerrancy  in  addressing  a  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission 
seminar  in  Dallas.  He  accused  propo¬ 
nents  of  the  theory  of  “willful  ignorance 
or  intellectual  dishonesty.” 

Dr.  Bratcher  later  stressed  that  he  had 
made  his  remarks  as  an  individual  and 
that  they  were  not  intended  to  be  a  state¬ 
ment  of  ABS  policy.  In  early  May,  ABS 
General  Secretary  Alice  Ball  denied 
rumors  that  Dr.  Bratcher  would  be  fired 
or  quit  his  job. 

But  in  an  announcement  on  June  9,  the 
society  said  Dr.  Bratcher  had  resigned 
the  previous  day,  effective  immediately. 


Choice  of  chief  delayed 

GCOM  drops  plan  for  ballot  on  Church  and  Society 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  United  Methodists’ 
national  social  action  agency  has  been 
told  that  it  will  be  without  a  chief  execu¬ 
tive  for  most  of  the  year. 

Hopes  by  members  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
that  the  board  would  have  a  general 
secretary  working  by  this  summer  were 
dashed  by  a  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  (GCOM)  announcement  that  it 
won’t  hold  a  third  postal  ballot  election 
this  year  as  it  earlier  had  promised. 

“We’d  much  rather  have  somebody  on 
an  earlier  basis,"  said  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp,  president  of  Church  and 
Society.  “But  I  don’t  want  any  taint  on 
our  nominee  like  happened  with  Randy 
(Nugent).  That’s  not  fair  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual,  to  the  board  or  to  the  church.  ” 

Dr.  Nugent  and  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
were  elected  general  secretaries  of  the 
general  boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Discipleship,  respectively,  by  GCOM 
mail  ballots  this  year.  The  GCOM  elec¬ 
tions  committee  subsequently  severely 
criticized  the  Global  Ministries  search 
committee  process  that  produced  Dr. 
Nugent  as  a  nominee.  Some  observers 
said  that  left  a  “taint”  that  will  make  Dr. 
Nugent’s  job  more  difficult. 

The  directors  GCOM  last  fall  spe¬ 
cifically  authorized  postal  ballots  for  the 
Global  Ministries  and  Discipleship  elec¬ 
tions,  General  Secretary  N.  E.  Dewire 
wrote  to  Bishop  Hodapp.  Dr.  Dewire  ad- 


"A  Lutheran-United 
Methodist  Satement 
on  Baptism 

The  statement  from  the  dialogue  plus  8 
issues  paper  and  comparative  liturgies. 
68  pages,  as  published  in  the  Perkins 
Journal.  $1.75  including  postage. 
Reduced  rates  for  bulk  orders.  Order 
from: 

Lutheran  Council/Studies 
360  Park  Avenue  South 
New  York,  NY  10010 


ded,  “Some  critics  have  suggested  if  the 
GCOM  were  asked  to  conduct  a  postall 
ballot  during  the  summer  of  1981  for 
Church  and  Society,  the  validity  of  such  a 
ballot  might  be  challenged  since  the 
General  Council  did  not  vote  to  conduct 
such  a  postal  ballot.” 

So  there  won’t  be  a  vote  on  a  nominee 
until  the  Council  meets  the  last  week  of 
October,  Dr.  Dewire  said. 

Bishop  Hodapp  told  TM/UMR:  “We’ve 
backed  off  the  whole  thing.”  Church  and 
Society’s  search  committee  was  to  have 
interviewed  finalists  two  weeks  ago  and 
then  presented  a  final  nominee  to  the 
board’s  executive  committee  when  it  met 
here  earlier  this  week.  The  full  board 
then  might  have  been  asked  to  make  the 
nomination  official  by  its  own  mail 
ballots. 

“Now,  the  search  committee  won’t  do 
the  interviewing  until  shortly  before  the 
Oct.  7-10  Church  and  Society  board 
meeting,”  Bishop  Hodapp  said. 

Church  and  Society  has  been  without  a 
general  secretary  since  the  Rev.  George 
Outen  died  last  Christmas  Eve,  1980. 
Associate  General  Secretaries  Carolyn 
McIntyre  and  Thomas  Fasset  and  Assis¬ 
tant  General  Secretary  Harold  Stephens 
have  alternated  months  in  directing  the 
agency. 

On  another  subject,  Bishop  Hodapp 
responded  to  criticism  that  the  board 
hasn’t  been  entirely  proper  in  its  dealing 
with  women  staff  members.  “We've  felt 


a  lot  of  flack  and  don’t  feel  it’s  justified,” 
he  said. 

When  six  persons  lost  their  job  last  De¬ 
cember  in  a  major  staff  shuffle,  one  of 
them,  Jessma  Blockwick,  charged  the 
board  with  systemic  personnel  discrim¬ 
ination  against  women.  The  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  investigated  the  charges  and 
released  its  findings  this  month. 

The  commission  stated  that  it  found  no 
“documented  evidence”  either  to  deny  or 
support  the  discrimination  charges  but 
that  it  did  find  evidence  of  “probable 
discriminatory  procedure”  in  personnel 
actions  because  of  “lack  of  clarity  and 
documentation”  in  various  procedures. 

On  behalf  of  the  board,  Mr.  Fassett 
said  it  “has  taken  the  advocacy  process 
(of  the  commission)  very  seriously  and 
will  take  the  recommendations  ser¬ 
iously.”  The  recommendations  weren’t 
made  public. 

Ms.  Blockwick  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  she  is  “happy”  with  the 
commission  report. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said:  “The  board  feels 
we  are  in  a  very  good  position  relative  to 
affirmative  action.  Our  goal  of  50  percent 
women  on  professional  staff  is  the 
highest  of  any  board  and  of  33  percent  for 
ethnic  minorities  is  as  good  as  any. 
We’ve  already  made  the  ethnic  minority 
goal  and  are  three  short  of  the  women 
goal.  We  feel  we  will  meet  it  by  1984.” 

He  said  the  professional  staff  includes 
19  persons. 


the  church 
today 

Southern  Baptists 
re-elect  president 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Bailey  E.  Smith  was  re-elected  to  a  tradi¬ 
tional  second  term  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  here 
by  a  60  percent  majority. 

He  defeated  Dr.  Abner  McCall,  chan¬ 
cellor  of  Baylor  University,  who  had 
been  proposed  as  a  candidate  by  a  fac¬ 
tion  in  the  13.6-million-member  denomi¬ 
nation  that  opposed  fundamentalist  ef¬ 
forts  to  enforce  doctrinal  uniformity  in 
SBC  institutions. 

Besides  opposing  fundamentalist  sup¬ 
porters  of  Mr.  Smith,  some  Southern 
Baptists  who  had  urged  Dr.  McCall  to 
run  were  upset  about  controversial  state¬ 
ments  the  incumbent  president  had 
made  last  year  about  Jews  and  about 
some  committee  appointments  Mr. 
Smith  had  made  and  later  rescinded. 
Conference  receives 
$4,123  million  gift 

ARDMORE,  Okla.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Oklahoma  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  received  $4,123  million 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  W.  W.  Wood- 
worth,  a  life-long  Methodist  who  died  in 
1958. 

About  $6  million  was  awarded  various 
beneficiaries  in  May  when  the  21-year- 
old  trust  was  dissolved.  In  addition  to  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
gift,  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  at 
Tahlequah  received  $310,000  and  the  Ard¬ 
more  District  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  received  $124,000. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Plowman,  president 
of  the  board  and  pastor  of  Ardmore’s 
First  UMC,  said  the  $4,123  million  gift 
will  be  deposited  in  a  trust  fund  and  only 
the  income  will  be  used 
Magazine  offers 
Psalms  on  cassettes 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Alive  Now! 
magazine  is  inviting  its  readers  —  and 
listeners  —  to  rediscover  the  Psalms  by 
“singing  your  prayers.” 

Yes,  listeners!  For  the  first  time,  the 
bi-monthly  publication  of  The  Upper 
Room  is  offering  a  companion  cassette  of 
recorded  music  with  its  special  July- 
August  issue  on  the  Psalms. 

Dozens  of  Psalms  are  included  in  tradi¬ 
tional  form,  new  translations  and  para¬ 
phrases.  Most  of  the  Psalms  have  “anti¬ 
phons,”  thematic  verses  from  the  psalm 
usually  sung  before  and  after  the  text 
or  sometimes  used  between  verses.  Most 
of  the  music  in  the  issue  is  on  the  60- 
minute  cassette,  with  some  congrega¬ 
tional  music  recorded  live  during  weekly 
worship  services  at  The  Upper  Room 
Chapel. 

Duke  Endowment 
aids  church  agencies 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  —  The  1980  annual 
report  of  The  Duke  Endowment 
describes  grants  totaling  $33.5  million 
made  during  1980  to  hospitals,  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  and  child  care  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  two  Carolinas,  and  to  rural 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  North  Car¬ 
olina. 

The  year-end  market  value  of  assets  of 
the  Duke  Endowment  exceeded  $380 
million.  This  ranks  the  Duke  Endowment 
among  the  10  largest  philanthropic  foun¬ 
dations  in  the  United  States.  Total  grants 
during  the  year  ranked  seventh  among 
the  nation’s  private  foundations. 


Hungry  kids 

What  can 
Ido? 

Young  people  and  food  seem  to  go 
together  almost  as  inevitably  as 
watermelons  and  hot  weather.  But  for 
many  of  the  world’s  children  and 
youth,  there  is  never  enough  food 
when  they  feel  hungry. 

Jesus  made  it  clear  to  his  followers 
that  he  identified  with  their  hunger 
and  thirst.  He  said  nothing  should 
keep  young  people  from  coming  to 
know  Him.  Also,  He  said  that  to  feed 
the  hungry  and  satisfy  their  thirst  is 
the  same  as  caring  for  Christ. 

We  want  to  know  what  the  children 
and  youth  in  families  which  receive 
this  newspaper  across  the  United 
States  think  Christians  can  do  to  help 
the  hungry  in  the  world  in  light  of 
Jesus  saying,  “I  was  hungry  and  you 
fed  me.” 

We  invite  articles,  drawings, 
prayers,  poems,  short  essays  of  250 
words  or  less,  photos  or  any  other  sub¬ 
mission  that  can  be  reproduced  in 
TM/UMR.  (Slides  are  not  suitable. ) 

Sometime  later  this  summer  we  will 
devote  a  major  part  of  one  issue  of 
TM/UMR  to  “What  young  Christians 
can  do  to  feed  the  hungry.”  Entrants 
whose  material  is  used  in  the  news¬ 
paper  will  receive  a  copy  of  “Loaves 
and  Fishes,”  a  young  people’s  cook¬ 
book  and  guide  to  shaping  one’s  own 
eating  habits  as  a  Christian. 

Beginning  this  week  and  continuing 
during  the  next  four  weeks,  TM/UMR 
will  present  a  column  with  more  in¬ 
formation  about  hunger  in  today’s 
world.  Children,  youth  and  their 


Mahatma  Ghandi  declared  that  “to  a 
hungry  man  God  will  appear  in  the 
form  of  a  loaf  of  bread.”  To  this  Third 
World  child,  it’s  a  bowl  of  cereal. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

TM/UMR  contest 

parents  are  encouraged  to  look  for 
this  column  each  week  to  learn  more 
about  this  special  Christian  concern. 
Following  are  the  rules  for  entries : 

(1)  You  must  be  12  years  old  or 
younger  for  the  children’s  category; 
18  years  old  or  younger  for  the  youth 
category. 

(2)  Mail  your  material  to:  Hunger 
Feature,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 

(3)  All  material  must  be  post¬ 
marked  on  or  before  July  27, 1981. 

(4)  You  must  attach  your  full  name, 
age,  address,  parents’  name,  and  the 
name  of  your  local  church. 

(5)  Material  cannot  be  returned  un¬ 
less  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 


Hunger  is  a  life-long  reality 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

We  live  in  a  world  of  over  four 
billion  people. 

700  million  of  these  people  are 
hungry  most  of  the  time. 

Roughly  10  million  people  will  die 
this  year  of  hunger  or  because  they 
are  so  weakened  by  lack  of  food  that 
they  are  easy  victims  of  disease. 
Many  who  die  are  children. 

Many  children  who  do  survive  will 
be  affected  all  their  lives  because  they 
did  not  receive  sufficient  food  when 
they  were  babies  to  develop  normal 
bodies  or  minds. 

Sometimes  there  is  enough  food  in 


the  world  to  feed  everyone,  but  it 
never  gets  to  the  hungry  people.  At 
other  times,  the  world  supply  of  food 
is  dangerously  low.  Because  of  severe 
dry  weather  in  East  Africa,  the  Soviet 
Union  and  Indochina  last  year,  ex¬ 
perts  expect  there  will  be  serious  food 
shortages  this  year. 

The  World  Food  Council’s  latest 
report  indicated  that  world  food 
production  has  almost  stopped  in¬ 
creasing  every  year  while  the  number 
of  hungry  mouths  continues  to  grow. 

They,  like  you  and  I,  are  persons  so 
loved  by  God  that  He  sent  His  only  son 
for  them.  The  basic  question  raised  by 
these  facts  is :  “What  must  we  do?” 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Positive  and  negative 
By  W.  M.  MURCHISON 
Lord,  no  presumptuous  prayer  I’d  pray, 
Nor  live  as  the  world  says  I  may ; 

No  roadblock  for  my  neighbor  lay, 

Nor  table  grace  forget  to  say; 

No  following  some  lesser  way, 

Nor  voice  against  thine  own  obey ; 

No  slightest  grumbling  over  pay, 

Nor  suffering  but  for  thee  today. 
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SKI  THE 
ROCKIES. 

CHURCH  RETREATS 
&  CONFERENCES 
GROUPS  OF  16  TO  160 

Ski  West  has  expanded  our  variety  and 
available  dates!  We  now  offer  over  47 
different  trips.  We  also  offer  them  more 
often  —  especially  during  Christmas  and 
spring  break.  And  we  still  do  all  the 
work  —  from  lodging,  lift  tickets,  ski 
equipment,  meals,  and  conference  rooms, 
to  transportation  if  needed. 

If  you’re  among  the  over  28.000 
church  members  Ski  West  has  served 
over  the  past  six  years,  we  hope  to  see 
you  again.  If  you’re  new  to  Ski  West,  we 
hope  you'll  allow  us  to  serve  you  too. 

Have  your  group  leader  contact 
BOB  EVANS. 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  1*800-527-5695 
IN  TEXAS  CALL  1-800-442-6074 
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ski  west 
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IRS  accepts 
pensions  report 

The  request  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  for  a  ruling 
concerning  rental  allowances,  “for  retired  ministers  under 
section  107  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code”  has  been  accepted  as 
it  was  adopted  by  the  Annual  Conference.  The  resolution  will  be 
under  Report  No.  2  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  when 
you  receive  the  Journal  about  the  middle  of  July. 

This  notice  represents  compliance  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 
|  with  a  request  that  the  members  of  the  Conference  be 
notified  if  the  ruling  were  accepted. 


Trustees 


Conference  approves  four  to  Centenary  Board 


Lake  Charles  District 
holds  race  workshop 


-  Leaders  in  Religion  and  Race  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District  held  a  day-long 
worship  Saturday.  May  16  in  which  they 
explored  personal  racial  attitudes. 

The  group,  meeting  at  the  First  Church 
of  Lake  Charles,  also  focused  their 
attention  on  the  call  for  racial  inclu¬ 


siveness  in  the  Methodist  Church,  on  the 
Charge  from  the  Commission  of  Religion 
and  Race  as  given  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 

They  also  worked  on  ways  of  bringing 
about  more  racial  inclusiveness. 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher 


Mrs.  John  A.  Hendrick 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
approved  the  appointments  of  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  M  Fisher,  Mrs.  John  A. 
Hendrick,  Ronald  L.  Sawyer  and 
Herman  Williamson  Jr.  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Centenary  college  for  three 
year  terms. 

Fisher  is  pastor  of  the  St  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  He 
graduated  from  Centenary  in  1970  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  religion  and 
philosophy  and  received  his  master’s  of 
divinity  from  the  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  While  serving 
as  a  pastor  in  New  Orleans.  Fisher  was  a 
member  of  the  New  Orleans  Black 
Chorale  and  a  trombonist  in  the  “Civic” 
Symphony  Orchestra  He  is  a  former 
member  of  the  U  S.  Air  Force  where  he 
served  as  a  specialist  in  police  and  law 
enforcement  and  heavy  equipment 
operation. 

Hendrick  attended  Harcum  Junior 
College  in  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.,  where  she 
was  graduated  with  honors  in  liberal 
arts.  She  has  been  very  active  in  the  arts, 
especially  the  Shreveport  Civic  Opera  as 
a  board  member  and  a  lifetime  member 
of  the  guild.  She  is  also  a  lifetime 
member  of  the  Shreveport  Symphony 
Women's  Guild.  During  Dr  Edgar  Hull’s 
leadership  as  Dean  of  LSU  Medical 


School.  Hendrick  served  in  forming  and 
developing  the  Birth  Defect  Center  She 
has  also  served  on  the  Board  of  Ewing 
Enterprises  for  many  years.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America,  Shreveport 
Chapter  and  the  Shreveport  Medical 
Society  Auxiliary. 

Sawyer  is  president  of  Sawyer  Drilling 
&  Service,  Inc.  He  holds  a  bachelor  of 
science  degree  in  petroleum  engineering 
from  the  University  of  Houston.  He  is 
past  president  of  the  Centenary  Gents 
Club,  director  of  the  International 
Association  of  Drilling  Contractors  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  American  Bank 
&  Trust.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  deacons  and  as 
a  trustee  for  the  First  Baptist  Church 
School. 

Williamson  is  the  president  of  Hurley 
Petroleum  Corporation  and  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Arkansas  The 
Camden,  Ark.,  native  chairs  the  finance 
committee  of  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  and  holds  membership 
on  the  centenary  Church  Council.  He  is 
vice  president  of  administration  for  the 
Multi-Faith  Retirement  Services, 
adviser  to  the  Shreveport  Desk  and 
Derrick  Club  and  a  member  of  the 
Shreveport  District  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  Committee. 


Ronald  Sawyer 


Those  in  attendance  at  the  workshop  of  Religion  and  Race  were,  from  left  (front 
row):  Irving  Abraham  of  the  Warren  United  Methodist,  the  Rev.  Ted  Stanley  of  the 
Westlake  United  Methodist  Church,  Rogers  J.  Newman  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  Dorothy  Carter  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  (back  row)  the  Rev.  Bendedict  Galloway  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  John  Huston  of  the  Warren  United  Methodist  Church  and  workshop  co¬ 
ordinator,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke.  District  Superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  and 
Ricky  Duhon  of  the  Westlake  United  Methodist  Church. 


Seven  Louisianians 


received  degrees 


Camphor  holds 
sixty-fourth 


Founders'1  Day 


The  Rev.  Lawrence  R.  Martin,  pastor 
of  the  Trenton  Baptist  Church  of  Monroe, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  64th  Annual 
Founders’  Day  at  Camphor  United 
Methodist  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  theme  for 
the  day  was  ‘‘Christian  Progress 
Through  Vision,  Dedication,  Love  and 
Service. 

The  Combined  Choirs  of  Camphor  sang 
at  the  June  14th  service  with  a  Church 
Wide  Fellowship  Dinner  following  the 
service. 


“The  Church”  was  depicted  by  this  group  of  adult  youth  leaders  during  the  Survival 
Training  Weekend  held  May  22-24  at  Camp  Brewer.  Dr.  Barbara  Varenhorst  lead  the 
group  in  Learning  how  to  enable  their  youth  groups  to  become  “peer  counselors.” 
Pictured  above  are  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear  (clown),  Leona  McCastle  (onground).  Sue 
Singleton  (on  stool)  and  standing  left  to  right  are  Shirley  Bonnett,  Walter  Eisworth 
and  the  Rev.  Jim  Jones. 


Degrees  were  conferred  on  113 
graduates  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  in  the 
May  commencement  excercises  in 
Dallas. 

The  basic  seminary  degree  for 
ministers,  the  Master  of  Theology 
degree,  was  conferred  on  85  persons, 
with  10  additional  people  receiving  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree,  and  15 
receiving  Master  of  Sacred  Music 
degrees.  One  Ph.D.  in  Religious  Studies 
was  granted. 

Graduates  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  were  Steven  D  Bearden. 
Manoah  Jack  O’Dell,  Helen  G.  Ploegsma 
and  Charles  Gerlak  Richardson,  all 
receiving  the  Master  of  Theology 
Degree, 


Receiving  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree 
was  Mary  Teresa  McConnell,  who  was 
also  ordained  as  an  elder  at  this  year’s 
annual  conference. 

In  addition  to  the  May  graduates, 
Clarence  Walter  Kidd  received  a  Master 
of  Theology  degree  in  December. 

The  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  senior 
minister  of  the  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  has 
received  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree 
from  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver,  Colo. 

Blount  completed  the  program  in  the 
field  of  Pastoral  Care  and  was  one  of  74 
graduating  students  receiving  a  Doctor 
of  Ministry  degree. 

Iliff  is  a  United  Methodist  seminary 
with  representation  from  over  22  other 
denominations  in  its  current  student 
body. 


The  Rev.  Lawrence  R.  Martin 


To  enrich  and  enlarge 

Luling  Church  building  new  sanctuary 


United  Methodist  of  Luling  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area  are  now  in  the  process  of 
building  a  new  sanctuary  to  enrich  and 
enlarge  their  facilities  for  worship  and  to 
strengthen  their  outreach  to  the 
community. 

The  $152,000  facility,  which  contains 
3,400  square  feet,  is  under  construction  at 
the  Luling  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Paul  Maillard  Road. 

Chairman  for  the  building  committee 
is  Bill  Nolan,  and  C.  E.  Albert 
Construction  Company  Inc.  is  general 
contractor.  A  large  number  of  church 
members  and  others  are  contributing  to 
the  building  fund  to  provide  furnishings, 
which  will  cost  about  $15,000.  Also,  a  yard 
sale  was  held  to  help  raise  money  and  a 
Singspiration  was  also  held  including  a 
pastry  auction. 

Consecration  of  the  new  sanctuary  is 
planned  for  July  12.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  will  preach  and  lead  the 
consecration  ceremony. 

“The  Luling  United  Methodist  Church 
was  begun  almost  28  years  ago.  and  this 
sanctuary  is  a  long-time  dream  for  many 
of  its  members,”  said  the  Rev.  J. 
Lawrence  Maddin,  pastor  of  the  Church. 


Have  a  safe 
and  Happy  F ourth 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
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Ecumenical  Service 
Features  Miller 

The  Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller,  pastor  of 
the  Elysian  Fields  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  speaker  at  an 
Ecumenical  Pentecost  Service  held  at 
the  St.  Frances  Cabrini  Catholic  Church, 
in  New  Orleans  on  June  7, 1981. 

The  services  were  sponsored  by  the 
Gentilly  Ecumenical  Alliance  consisting 
of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Comforter 
(Episcopal),  Elysian  Fields  United 
Methodist  Church,  Gentilly  Christian 
Church,  Gentilly  Presbyterian  Church, 
St.  Frances  Cabrini  Catholic  Church,  St. 
James  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  St.  Raphael  the  Archangel 
Catholic  Church. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  are  held  by 
the  clergy  and  laymen  of  these  churches 
at  the  St.  Raphael  the  Archangel  Catholic 
Church 
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Editorial 

Socially  responsible  TV  ad  policy  by 
Procter  &  Gamble  commended 


It  has  become  almost  commonplace 
for  church  groups  to  criticize  “big 
business”  for  practices  deemed  morally 
irresponsible  in  light  of  the  Christian 
gospel  —  the  most  notable  recent  exam¬ 
ple  being  the  boycott  of  the  Nestle  Com¬ 
pany  for  its  infant  formula  marketing 
methods. 

We  believe  church  groups  should  be 
equally  as  ready  to  recognize  and  com¬ 
mend  large  corporations  when  they 
make  morally  significant  decisions 
which  will  produce  positive  benefits  for 
society.  But  that  seldom  occurs. 

An  excellent  example  of  such  socially 
responsible  corporate  behavior  is  the 
recent  announcement  by  the  Procter  & 
Gamble  Company  that  it  had  withdrawn 
ads  from  50  individual  television  shows 
during  the  past  season.  The  sponsorship 
was  withdrawn  because  these  programs 
contained  what  company  officials  con¬ 
sidered  “gratuitous  violence,  sex  and 
profanity.” 

This  decision  was  made  even  more 
significant  by  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
made  public.  Procter  &  Gamble  Board 
Chairman  Owen  Butler  was  not  ad¬ 
dressing  one  of  the  “coalitions  for  decen¬ 
cy”  —  whose  members  probably  would 
have  warmly  welcomed  his  remarks  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 
Rather,  he  was  speaking  before  the 
Academy  of  Television  Arts  and  Sciences 
—  a  group  of  television  artisans  who  would 
likely  be  unreceptive  to  his  remarks. 

We  commend  Mr.  Butler  for  his 
adamant  insistence  that  Procter  &  Gam¬ 
ble  would  not  abdicate  its  responsibility 
“by  permitting  our  program  choices  to 
be  dictated  by  threats  of  boycotts.”  And 
we  also  commend  his  candid  and 
courageous  assertion  to  the  television  in¬ 
dustry  people  that  the  various  “decency” 
groups  monitoring  television’s  use  of  sex, 
violence  and  profanity  are  “expressing 
some  very  important  and  broadly  held 
views.  I  can  assure  you  we  are  listening 
very  carefully  to  what  they  say,  and  I 
urge  you  to  do  the  same.” 

As  the  head  of  television’s  largest  cor¬ 
porate  sponsor,  Mr.  Butler  publicly 
repudiated  the  prevailing  notion  that  an 
advertiser’s  only  concern  is  to  “buy”  a 
mass  audience  which  will  hear  its  com¬ 
mercial  message,  without  regard  for  the 
values  reflected  in  the  program  during 
which  the  commercial  appears.  And  his 
words  carried  at  least  the  implicit  war¬ 
ning  that  network  executives  had  better 
heed  what  large  segments  of  the  public 
are  saying,  rather  than  reassuring  them¬ 
selves  that  their  programs  are  only 
“mirroring  reality”  or  “giving  the 
viewers  what  they  want." 

While  we  do  not  agree  altogether  —  in 
terms  of  either  viewpoint  or  tactjgs  — 
with  the  various  groups  which  have  for¬ 
med  to  “clean  up  TV,”  we  agree  totally 
with  the  principle  that  “gratuitous 
violence,  sex  and  profanity”  should  not 
appear  on  the  public  airwaves.  The  cat¬ 
ch,  of  course,  is  that  there  is  no  legal 
definition  of  “gratuitous,”  so  each  in¬ 
dividual  writer,  producer,  sponsor  and 
viewer  is  left  to  draw  his  own  con¬ 
clusions.  The  lack  of  an  accepted  stan¬ 
dard  has  left  decision-making,  until  now, 
virtually  unchecked  in  the  hands  of  the 


network  writers,  producers,  and  censors. 

Recent  actions  by  organized  "TV 
decency  groups”  and  now  by  sponsors, 
far  from  threatening  “free  speech,”  as 
some  network  officials  have  contended, 
merely  restore  some  degree  of  balance  to 
the  process  of  determining  the  type  of 
programs  which  will,  and  will  not,  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  public  airwaves. 

We  have  long  maintained  that,  un¬ 
fortunately,  the  most  effective  way  to 
gain  the  attention  of  network  program¬ 
ming  executives  is  through  the  pocket- 
book.  The  flurry  of  defensive  reactions 
by  the  commercial  networks  to  the  Proc¬ 
ter  &  Gamble  announcement  and  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  various  "TV  decency" 
coalitions,  vividly  illustrate  this  point. 
No  amount.of  public  protest  will  guaran¬ 
tee  a  change  in  the  TV  network’s 
programming  habits.  If  enough  sponsors 
follow  the  lead  of  Procter  &  Gamble, 
however,  we  can  be  sure  that  program¬ 
ming  changes  will  occur. 

If  you  share  our  sense  of  gratitude  for 
Procter  &  Gamble’s  decision  not  to  allow 
its  advertising  dollars  to  perpetuate  the 
irresponsible  use  of  sex,  violence  and 
profanity  on  television,  then  we  urge  you 
to  write  and  say  so  to:  Mr.  Owen  Butler, 
Procter  &  Gamble  Co.,  P.O.  Box  599,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio  44201.  We  likewise  urge  you 
to  encourage  other  corporations  to  adopt 
similarly  responsible  advertising 
policies.  And,  if  you  want  to  multiply  the 
positive  effect  of  your  efforts,  we  suggest 
you  send  copies  of  these  letters  to  the 
presidents  of  the  three  commercial  net¬ 
works. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


This  elderly  woman  at  prayer  in  El 
Salvador  is  representative  of  all  of  us 
who  seek  a  special  hope  in  a  moment 
of  stillness  with  God.  The  following 
poem  captures  the  essence  of  that 
hope. 

—RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

In  the  stillness 

By  MARY  SARACINO 
Rockville,  Maryland 
In  the  midst  of  turmoil 
Of  life’s  very  busy  way, 

Will  you  pause  for  just  a  moment 
There  with  God  to  kneel  and  pray? 
In  the  stillness  and  the  silence 
You  will  feel  His  presence  near, 
With  the  atmosphere  so  quiet 
Words  of  Christ  come  to  your  ear, 
There  you’ll  find  a  sacred  haven 
Where  your  weary  soul  shall  rest. 

As  the  love  of  God  surrounds  you 
Till  you  know  that  you  are  blest 
He  will  understand  your  longings, 
Fill  your  heart  with  hope  anew, 

In  this  precious  quiet  place 
Where  God  can  speak  to  you. 


Here  I  Stand 

Friendliness  is  important  both  to 
a  church’s  members  and  visitors 


Mr.  Green 


By  BOB  GREEN 

Whenever  I  think  of  my  childhood  in  a 
small  town  in  Tennessee,  sooner  or  later 
my  mind  looks  back  upon  a  large  mural 
that  hung  in  the  sanctuary.  It  was  a 
mosaic  of  Christ  on  a  mountain  top  with 
outstretched  arms  seeming  to  reach  out 
in  love  and  concern.  Now,  anytime  that 
mural  comes  to  mind  it  causes  me  to  feel 
a  warmth  swelling  up  in  my  heart  in 
appreciation  for  that  church’s  ministry. 

Much  the  same  thing  is  happening 
today  with  the  United  Methodist 
emblem  the  cross  and  flame.  Wherever 
a  member  may  go,  one  sight  that  will 
always  be  seen  is  the  presence  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
emblem.  It  has  been  said  that  the  sun 
never  is  hidden  from  the  work  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  that 
includes  the  emblem  which  identifies  our 
presence  across  the  globe. 

This  mark  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  work  is  important  for  several 
reasons.  This  standard  reminds  us  that 
wherever  we  are,  whatever  we  are  doing, 
or  whenever  we  are  at  work,  the  cross 
must  stand  as  the  focus  and  center  of  our 
attention  and  mission.  For  it  was  this 
cross  that  won  and  challenged  the  heart 
of  John  Wesley  to  accept  the  grace  of  God 
and  therefore  the  life  that  history  records 
as  one  of  love,  concern,  and  power.  When 
Wesley  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  then 
he  could  feel  the  actual  presence  and 
witness  of  God’s  Dower  in  his  heart  and 


feel  warmth  in  the  security  and  authority 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  cross  which 
warmed  the  searching  heart  of  John 
Wesley  made  him  bum  with  the  urgency 
to  spread  God's  truth  and  saving  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth. 

Notice  how  the  flame  has  spread  and 
reproduced  itself  so  that  there  are  now 
two  tongues  giving  light  to  the  image  of 
the  cross.  This  reminds  us  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  was  born  out  of  a 
movement  which  traditionally  has  lifted 
up  the  Holy  Spirit’s  work  and  God’s 
drawing  grace  as  tools  to  bring  people 
into  a  personal  encounter  with  a  Lord 
w'ho  stands  waiting  with  outstretched 
arms  to  receive  them.  This  also 
challenges  the  believer  to  multiply  the 
church’s  witness  by  sharing  the  gospel 
with  someone  both  verbally  and  in  the 
joy  of  Christian  ministry  as  action. 

The  union  of  the  cross  and  flame 
reminds  us  that  doctrine  of  right  thinking 
is  not  to  stand  apart  from  the  warm, 
empowering  relationship  that  a  disciple 
must  experience  with  the  risen  Lord. 
Orthodoxy  or  mental  assent  to  the  truths 
of  the  gospel  must  be  tempered  with  the 
glow  of  the  Spirit’s  presence  if  we  would 
be  fishers  of  men  and  women  who  need 
the  healing  of  God’s  hand  on  their  lives. 
When  right  thinking  is  combined  with 
right  relationship  to  the  Lord,  the  Holy 
Spirit  can  then  move  in  a  way  that 
produces  warmth,  light,  and  visible 
power  in  the  lost,  the  blinded,  and  in  the 
church  itself. 


The  flame,  or  Spirit’s,  working  without 
the  visible  presence  of  the  cross  and  right ; 
thinking  would  not  serve  to  point  the 
searcher  to  the  source  and  access  to  life- 
giving  power  and  energy.  In  order  to 
light  the  way  the  two  must  not  be 
separated,  but  allowed  to  work  together 
in  order  to  witness  and  light  the  way  to 
salvation,  healing  and  life. 

Let  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible  and  the 
reality  of  the  Spirit’s  presence  draw  each 
of  us  into  a  closer  relationship  with  the 
Master  so  that  our  lives  may  also  bum 
with  the  urgency  to  light  the  path  to 
salvation  for  those  who  are  lost.  It  is  our 
hope  that  when  this  happens  the  searcher 
may  see  beyond  the  emblem  and  see  the- 
image  of  Jesus  standing  there  with 
outstretched  arms  ready  to  forgive, 
cleanse,  and  love.  May  God  always  bless 
and  direct  the  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church! 

“ Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Bob 
Green,  member  of  the  Millersburg  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Millersburg. 
Kentucky. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  TM/UMR.  P.  0.  Box 
221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


Capital  punishment  issue  remains  unresolved  question 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  praise  the  sensitive  article  by 
Mark  Umbreit  headlined  "What  value 
does  capital  punishment  have?” 
(TM/UMR,  June  5).  A  vicious  sociopath 
like  Steven  Judy  tries  our  individual  and 
national  ability  to  balance  retribution 
with  a  sense  of  Christian  redemption. 
What  better  place  is  there  than  the  pages 
of  the  Reporter  for  us  to  wrestle  with  this 
unresolved  problem  in  the  light  of 
Christ’s  message,  tempered  with  modern 
understanding.  Indeed,  I  feel  that  two  of 
Mr.  Umbreit’s  points  simplify  the  issue 
more  than  he  intended. 

In  bringing  research  comment  on  the 
deterrent  effect  of  capital  punishment, 
he  quotes  a  statistically  insignificant 
statement  —  "which  found  two  ad¬ 
ditional  murders  occurring  in  the  months 
following  an  execution”  —  as  an  in¬ 
dication  of  the  brutalizing  effect  of 
capital  punishment.  There  are  over 
30,000  homicides  a  year. 

More  decisive  comment  on  the  effect  of 
capital  punishment  publicity  on  violent 
behavior  comes  from  the  research  of 
David  Philips  (American  Journal  of 
Sociology,  Vol.  86,  No.  1):  significant 
decline  in  the  average  number  of 
homicides  occurs  in  the  week  following 
an  execution  —  but,  in  the  second,  third 


My  Wit  ness 


‘Surrender’ of  one’s  life  to  Christ 
is  beginning  of  ‘being  in  charge’ 


By  MILTON  GOULD 
One  of  the  heartbeats  of  my  life  is  the 
recurring  beat  of  self-surrender.  I  have 
learned  through  22  years  of  struggle  that 
will  power  and  good  intentions  are  not 
enough.  I  had  heard  people  speak  of 
surrender  to  God  and  I  didn’t  like  it.  No 
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one  was  going  to  control  my  life,  but  me. 

It  took  22  years  for  me  to  get  it  into  my 
thick  head  that  I  wasn’t  really  in  charge 
of  me.  I  was  at  the  beck  and  call  of 
desires,  whims,  drives,  and  the  attitudes 
of  other  people. 

Since  the  age  of  eight,  God  has  said 
through  every  situation  and  cir¬ 
cumstance,  "Follow  Me,  keep  Me  at  the 
center  of  your  life.” 

I  haven’t  always  listened,  but  I  am 
learning.  I’ve  been  to  hell  and  back, 
figuratively  speaking,  and  through  it  all, 
God  has  remained  a  constant,  abiding 
presence.  So  I  have  learned  something 
and  I  share  it  now  with  you.  It  is  like  this: 
There  is  absolutely  nothing  more  im¬ 
portant  in  life,  than  what  we  do  with 
Jesus  Christ.  I  cannot  walk  in  your  shoes, 
but  I  do  know  from  where  I  have  come, 
and  I  never  want  to  go  back.  Why? 
Because  Jesus  has  redeemed  the  past.  It 
is  surrendered  to  Him.  Jesus  redeems 
the  present  as  I  surrender  it  to  Him.  He 
will  redeem  tomorrow,  as  I  surrender  it 
to  Him. 

I  don’t  have  all  the  answers,  but  I  know 
the  One  who  does;  and  that  is  all  that 
really  matters. 

Where  does  surrender  fit  in  this?  We 
cannot  know  the  Lord  Jesus  until  we 
surrender  to  His  Lordship  in  our  lives. 
Surrendering  the  self  to  Jesus  is  the 
beginning  of  being  in  charge  of  oneself  as 
a  person.  He  sets  us  free  from  all  that 
binds  us.  All  that  destroys  one’s  life.  And 
makes  one  free  and  alive  in  Him.  How  do 
I  know?  Twenty-two  years  of  ex¬ 
perience!  You  can  know  this  too,  by 
surrendering  all  that  you  are,  were  and 
hope  to  be  to  Him.  Try  it!  You  can’t  go 
wrong. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Milton  Gould,  is  pastor  of  Huntington 
County  South  Parish  United  Methodist 
Church,  Warren.  Indiana  (North  Indiana 
Conference.) 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to  "My 
Witness."  TM/UMR.  P.O  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


and  fourth  weeks  after  the  execution, 
homicides  climb  above  the  average,  can¬ 
celing  the  previous  abatement.  Now  that 
is  a  complicated  response.  Even  more: 
other  of  Philips’  studies  show  that 
execution  has  considerably  less  effect  on 
total  homicides  than  national  publicity  of 
a  suicide  has  on  total  suicides. 

Mr.  Umbreit  exhorts  us  to  Christ’s 
standards  when  he  reminds  us  of  the 
judgment  on  the  adulterous  woman: 
"Those  among  you  who  have  never  sin¬ 
ned,  you  cast  the  first  stone  ...”  But 
Jesus  had  the  power  of  redemption,  and 
he  saw  in  the  woman’s  eyes  that  she 
would  never  sin  again  —  perhaps  he  even 
cured  her  of  the  inner  need  that  led  to  her 
crime.  We,  as  a  society,  have  lost  faith  in 
our  ability  to  carry  out  such  a  redemp¬ 
tive  act  (read  the  failure  of  prison 
rehabilitation  into  that). 

And  so,  despite  our  initial  patience 
(throughout  the  late  60’s  and  70’s),  we 
behave  as  Christ  expected  of  the 
vineyard  owner  whose  son,  sent  in  good 
faith,  was  killed  by  the  husbandmen  who 
cared  for  the  vineyard  (Luke:  Chapter 
20):  “He  shall  come  and  destroy  these 
husbandmen,  and  shall  give  the  vineyard 
to  others.” 

This  is  a  complicated  parable  and 
Mark  Umbreit  has  raised  some  com¬ 
plicated  points  —  yet  unresolved. 

Mike  Fried 
Irvine,  California 

Mr.  Umbreit’s  example 
could  eliminate  jails 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  this  letter  in  response  to 
the  article  headlined  “What  value  does 
capital  punishment  have?”  by  Mark  S. 
Umbreit  (TM/UMR,  June 5). 

If  you  carry  Mr.  Umbreit’s  use  of  the 
example  where  Jesus  said,  “Let  him  that 
is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone”  just  a 
little  farther,  we  could  do  away  with  our 
jails  altogether.  After  all,  who  are  we  to 
sentence  anyone  else  to  prison  since  we 
ourselves  are  sinners? 

There  is  something  else  that  many 
people  who  get  so  upset  over  the 
execution  of  some  very  deserving 
criminals  tend  to  overlook.  In  1980,  over 
a  period  of  just  a  few  weeks,  I  read  in  the 
newspapers  of  three  separate  incidents 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  in  which 
convicted  murderers  serving  long  prison 
sentences  escaped.  In  the  process  of 
these  escapes,  five  innocent  people  who 
happened  to  get  in  the  way  were  killed  by 
the  escapees. 

Just  a  few  days  ago,  a  young  Catholic 
priest  and  a  police  lieutenant  were  killed 
in  Tennessee  by  a  convicted  murderer, 
serving  a  long  sentence,  who  had 
escaped.  The  Pope  was  recently  shot  by  a 
convicted  murderer  from  Turkey  who 
had  escaped. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  many  examples 
which  could  be  offered  regarding  people 
who  would  still  be  alive  if  the  convicted 
murderers  had  been  executed  instead  of 
getting  off  with  prison  sentences.  Mr. 
Umbreit  mentioned  the  execution  of 
Steven  Judy  in  Indiana.  One  thing  is  for 
sure.  Mr.  Judy  has  killed  his  last  in¬ 
nocent  victim.  . 

A1  Harden 

Gadsden,  Alabama 

Death  penalty  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Mark  S. 
Umbreit  headlined  "What  value  does 
capital  punishment  have?”  shows  him  to 
be  just  another  bleeding  heart  for  the 
murderers,  thieves,  rapists  and  derelicts 
(TM/UMR.  June  5). 

I  have  heard  this  old,  old  story  again 
and  again:  don’t  use  capital  punishment 
against  the  poor. 

Mr.  Umbreit  calls  capital  punishment 
"murder.”  I  do  not  agree  with  his  in¬ 
terpretation  of  this  act.  I  am  not  seeking 
vengeance  for  an  act  of  murder;  rather 
an  act  of  justice  to  society. 

I  am  not  mad  at  someone  who  does 
these  crimes;  I  am  scared  to  death. 


Today  crime  is  rampant  in  our  land 
and  no  one  seems  to  have  the  answer  to 
stop  it.  Criminals  are  being  protected  by 
our  laws.  Our  law  enforcement  officials 
are  being  handcuffed  by  the  laws.  The 
following  is  a  true  story  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  my  city: 

A  family  owned  a  little  grocery  store 
for  many  years.  This  family  was  very 
much  loved  by  all  who  knew  the  owner.  A 
criminal  walked  into  his  little  place  of 
business  and  shot  the  owner  dead  for  a 
few  dollars.  The  rest  is  sadness  for  all 
who  loved  him. 

We  have  a  lot  of  people  in  our  land  who 
you  call  poor.  Well,  many  of  these  poor 
people  who  kill  don’t  want  to  work  and 
save  and  struggle  for  a  better  life.  They 
find  it  easier  to  take  from  those  who  have 
it.  I  am  sick  of  hearing  a  plea  for  these 
criminals. 

The  death  penalty  is  necessary  for  the 
rest  of  us  to  survive. 

H.  B.  Keith 
Delone,  California 

Self-destructive  persons 

may  use  death  penalty 

To  the  Editor: 

Mark  Umbreit’s  “Here  I  Stand”  is 
another  in  a  long  list  of  writings  on 
capital  punishment  that  may  be 
overlooking  one  of  the  more  significant 
factors  in  the  area. 

I  don’t  wish  to  get  involved  in  this  letter 
in  the  “Should-we-execute?  or  Shouldn’t- 


we-execute”  exchange,  but  I  have  an  in¬ 
tuitive  feeling  that  capital  punishment 
laws  are  used  as  a  means  of  self- 
destruction  by  a  significant  number  of 
people.  People  like  Judy  and  Chessman 
may  —  just  may  —  have  a  bent  toward 
self-destruction  which  leads  them  to  kill 
in  order  to  be  killed.  This  would  explain 
why  an  execution  would  be  followed  by 
an  upsurge  in  capital  crime. 

If  a  person  is  so  sick,  and  so  valueless 
to  himself,  and  so  hurtful  to  people  he 
loves,  and  so  frustrated  by  life,  and  so 
desperate  to  escape  from  life  and  him¬ 
self,  and  if  capital  punishment  offered 
him  a  way  out  without  direct  self- 
destruction,  he  might  commit  a  capital 
offense  so  heinous  that  it  would  insure 
society  would  do  what  he  did  not  have  the 
courage  to  even  admit  to  himself  that  he 
wanted  done:  his  own  destruction.  He 
may  trick  society  into  helping  him  com¬ 
mit  suicide! 

Many  of  us  are  bothered  by  the  conflict 
between  our  intuitive  feelings  that 
capital  punishment  is  a  deterrent  and  the 
statistics  to  the  contrary.  My  growing 
feeling  is  that  capital  punishment  both 
deters  and  prompts  capital  crime.  It 
probably  deters  many  from  capital 
crime,  but  that  deterrent  effect  is  can¬ 
celed  —  perhaps  over-canceled  —  by 
those  prompted  to  capital  crime  by  an 
execution  in  the  presence  of  a  self¬ 
destructive  inclination. 

I  merely  suggest  that  investigation  of 
this  hypothesis  might  be  more  profitable 


then  rehashing  what  we  all  already  know 
about  visitation  of  capital  punishment  on 
poor  and  minorities. 

Rayford  Wallace 
Ringling,  Oklahoma 

4Say  that  it’s  not  true!’ 

To  the  Editor: 

No!  No!  No!,  Virginia,  say  that  it’s  not 
true!  Tell  me  that  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks 
and  four  United  Methodist  ministers 
didn’t  join  the  ultra-left  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  in  an  attempt  to  block 
the  teaching  of  "creationism”  in  Arkan¬ 
sas  public  schools  (TM/UMR,  June  5)! 
Tell  me,  Virginia,  that  it’s  not  true! 

What?  What’s  that  you  say?  It  is  ...  it 
is  true? !  i 

Oh  no!  It  can’t  be!  It  can’t  be! 

But  wait!  Hark!  What’s  that  noise  I 
hear?  It  sounds  like  hammering! 

What  did  you  say,  Virginia?  .  .  .  Whad- 
daya  mean,  "Another  nail  in  the  coffin?” 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

UM  task  force’s  Christian 
faith  is  visible  in  its  work 


When  a  group  of  United  Methodists 
engages  a  controversial  social  issue, 
would  an  outsider  notice  any  difference 
in  its  methods  from  those  of  a  com¬ 
passionate  secular  group? 

Unfortunately,  the  uniquely  Christian 
qualities  occasionally  may  seem  invisible 
in  UM  work  sessions. 

But  delegations  from  four  giant  infant 
formula  corporations  knew  as  soon  as 
they  sat  down  at  the  table  with  the 
denomination’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  recently  that  they  were  not  dealing 
with  just  another  well-meaning  social- 
action  group  (see  TM/UMR,  June  26  and 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Each  time  before  launching  into  a 
three-to-four  hour  session  with  a  com¬ 
pany’s  representatives,  the  task  force’s 
chairman,  Dr.  Phillip  Wogaman,  set  the 
ground  rules  for  the  discussion : 

“We’ve  been  asked  by  our  General 
Conference  to  be  a  catalyst  to  move 
the  infant  formula  issue  beyond 
polarization  ...  We  do  not  come  into  this 
entirely  neutral.  Our  loyalty  is  to  God 
through  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ .  .  .  Ours  is 
a  global  church.  We  perceive  God  as 
being  above  nationalism  or  any 
economic  ideology.” 

With  that,  Dr.  Wogaman,  dean  of  UM- 
related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  established  a  firm 
basis  for  the  boundaries  placed  on  the  ex¬ 
change  which  was  to  follow.  When  com¬ 
pany  officials  would  wander  into  an 
argument  based  on  the  defense  of  the 
free-enterprise  system,  or  the  United 
States’  self-interests,  Indiana-area 
Bishop  James  Armstrong  usually  would 
gently  remind  them  that  "we  are  not  a 
U.S.  church.  And  remember,  we  are 
most  concerned  about  the  infants  of  the 
world.” 

The  officials  from  the  various  com¬ 
panies  were  very  accepting  of  the  idea 
that  the  task  force  only  wanted  to  know 
how  best  to  resolve  the  controversy  "in  a 
way  that  enhances  the  health  and  well¬ 
being  of  all  God’s  children  throughout  the 
world.”  All  of  the  corporate  delegations 
saluted  the  task  force  for  what  they 
called  the  obvious  sincerity  of  its  in¬ 
volvement. 

During  the  evening  before  the  dele- 


Mr.  Beck 

gations  began  to  arrive,  the  task  force 
members  worshipped  and  prayed  for 
the  deliberations.  The  Rev.  Frances 
Manson  of  Overland  Park,  Kansas, 
described  the  experiences  of  her  son  who 
had  been  severely  burned.  "To  treat 
burns,  you  must  scrub  the  wounds.  There 
is  pain.”  With  the  community  of  faith 
divided  by  the  debate  over  the  infant  for¬ 
mula  issue,  she  said,  “now  is  the  time  to 
scrub  the  wounds  of  the  church.  And  the 
church  is  Nestle,  it  is  us,  it  is  the  babies, 
it  is  INFACT  (the  U.S.  organization 
which  is  leading  the  campaign  to  boycott 
Nestle  products.)” 

Conciliation  should  not  come  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  Third  World  infants,  task  force 
members  made  clear.  But  perhaps  only 
as  conciliation  takes  place,  can  the  issue 
of  infant  formula  misuse  be  satisfac¬ 
torily  resolved  so  that  all  parties  can 
devote  their  energies  to  much  larger 
issues  related  to  the  tragic  increase  in 
global  malnutrition  and  disease. 

Task  force  members  prayed  with  com¬ 
pany  officials  at  the  meals  they  shared, 
and  in  at  least  one  case  called  on  one  of 
them  to  lead  in  prayer.  The  grueling 
four-day  effort  ended  with  another  wor¬ 
ship  service  among  the  task  force  mem¬ 
bers. 

The  appearance  of  Christian  devout¬ 
ness  can  be  just  that.  And  no  quantity  of 
prayers  and  worship  experiences  — 
however  sincere  —  could  ensure  that  the 
task  force  would  make  perfect  decisions. 
Without  that  attitude  for  approaching 
their  work,  however,  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  task  force  members  could 
serve  as  the  real  force  for  positive 
change  that  the  1980  General  Conference 
had  hoped  it  would  be  —  or  that  the  issue 
would  not  just  as  well  be  left  to  some 
compassionate  secular  group. 

As  one  witness  to  these  sessions,  I 
believe  it  is  fortunate  that  these 
deliberations  are  in  the  hands  of  a 
dedicated  group  of  Christians  and  not  a 
secular  group.  Their  approach  to  the  dif¬ 
ficult  task  and  their  role  make  me  thank¬ 
ful  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
found  me  a  few  years  ago  so  I  could 
become  part  of  it. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


“WILL  YOU 
HELP  ME?” 


DANIEL  seems  to  be  asking  for 
help  and  rightly  so,  for  his  mother  has 
abandoned  the  family  and  the  father 
cannot  meet  their  needs.  Daniel  has 
been  newly-admitted  at  the 
orphanage  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 
He  will  be  four-years-old  in  November 
and  needs  someone  to  sponsor  him. 

Sponsorship  is  a  joyful  experience. 
Your  heart  will  be  warmed  by  the 
letters  received  from  "your”  child. 
Only  one  child  is  assigned  each 
sponsor.  You  will  receive  the  child's 
name,  address,  case  history  plus  a 
description  of  the  orphanage.  No 
contracts  are  signed. 

WORLD  S  CHILDREN.  INC.  has 
had  16  years'  experience  in  the  child- 
sponsorship  field.  Thousands  of 
children  have  been  given  a  better  way 
of  life,  thanks  to  the  faithfulness  of  the 
sponsors.  It  is  a  joy  to  see  these 
youngsters  grow  up,  becoming  gtiod 
citizens  and  practicing  Christians. 
While  in  our  care  they  live  in  60 
Christian  orphanages  in  12  countries. 
They  are  provided  with  food  for  both 
body  and  spirit.  The  sponsorship  fee? 
Only  $13  a  month.  Less  than  44*  a  day! 
And  WCI  sent  88%  of  sponsorship 
funds  received  in  1980  on  overseas  for 
the  children.  Donations  are  tax 
deductible.  We  would  be  happy  to 
welcome  you  to  our  family  of 
sponsors.  Daniel  or  another  youngster 
like  him  is  waiting  to  hear  you  say,  "I 
care.”  Please  write  today. 
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Missioners  check  signals  with  leaders 

Praise  mingles  with  criticism;  U.S.  mindset  bothers  many 


Mail  is  piled  up,  when  the  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon  gets  back  to  his  office  in  Tupelo, 
Miss.  The  United  Methodist  leads  the  Coalition  for  Better  Television,  which  has  drawn 
the  attention  and  sometimes  the  fire  of  TV  executives  and  advertisers  because  the 
coalition  suggests  boycotts  to  protest  what  it  feels  is  too  much  sex,  violence,  and 
profanity  on  TV. 


Man  of  much  communications 


6 Red-necked  preacher  ’ 
battles  TV  excesses 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

He  may  call  himself  just  a  red-necked 
preacher  from  Mississippi,  but  the  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Wildmon,  United  ^Vlethodist 
from  Tupelo,  knows  how  to  play  his  cards 
pretty  close  to  his  vest. 

His  latest  "cards”  were  actually  a  list 
of  television  programs  which  the 
Coalition  for  Better  Television,  which  he 
heads,  considers  objectionable.  Sex, 
violence,  and  profanity  on  TV  are  the 
coalition’s  specific  targets,  and  a  three- 
month  monitoring  project  by  volunteer 
evaluators  is  the  basis  for  the  list. 

He  was  scheduled  to  release  the  list  at 
10  a.m.  Monday,  June  29,  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  in  Washington.  He  gave 
TM/UMR  these  details,  knowing  that  the 
release  date  would  be  too  late  for  this 
edition,  but  he  refused  any  notion  that  he 
would  release  the  material  in  advance, 
not  even  to  the  denominational  press. 

Mr.  Wildmon  was  asked  what  kind  of 
press  he  got  in  recent  weeks  following  a 
debate  which  he  held  in  Los  Angeles  with 
Gene  Mater,  the  CBS  network  senior  vice 
president  of  policy.  Mr.  Wildmon  told 
TM/UMR  that  based  on  press  clippings 
he  had  seen.  "The  worst  I  did  in  the 
opinion  of  the  television  critics  who  saw 
the  debate  was  a  draw.  And  any  time  a 
red-neck  Mississippi  preacher  can  do 
that  ..well  agaitist  the  slicksters  of 
television.  I’ll  take  those  odds  any  time.” 

He  was  asked  what  he  thought  of  the 
recent  Procter  &  Gamble  announcement 
that  it  withdrew  ads  last  year  from  some 
50  television  shows  it  deemed  too  violent 
or  sexually  explicit. 

His  immediate  response  was  a 
clarification.  He  wanted  to  get  it 
straight,  he  said,  that  Procter  &  Gamble 
had  been  under  no  threat  of  a  boycott  by 
Mr.  Wildmon’s  coalition  and  that  P&G 
knew  it.  He  threatened  no  intimidation 
and  had  no  input  into  the  speech  by  P&G 
board  chairman  Owen  Butler,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  but  he  wouldn’t  answer  whether 
hie  had  seen  a  copy  of  the  speech  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  Butler's  speech  June  15  to  the 
Academy  for  Television  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences  (see editorial,  page 2). 

Mr.  Wildmon  immediately  added, 
though,  that  the  same  speech  that  P&G’s 
chairman  made  could  have  been  made 


by  70  or  so  other  major  American  com¬ 
panies. 

"What  people  don’t  know,”  he  said,  "is 
how  many  companies  are  doing  the  same 
thing  Procter  &  Gamble  did  (withdraw 
advertising  from  television  shows).  In 
the  last  three  or  four  months  most  major 
advertisers  have  done  that  with  in¬ 
creasing  regularity,  and  it’s  beginning  to 
hurt  the  networks.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  that  the  standard 
operating  procedure  in  the  television  ad¬ 
vertising  business  is  for  major  firms  like 
Procter  &  Gamble  to  rely  on  their  ad¬ 
vertising  agencies  to  pre-screen  shows 
that  the  firm  is  scheduled  to  sponsor.  If 
the  agency  finds  something  questionable, 
it  refers  the  material  to  the  sponsor  for 
go  or  no-go  decision. 

Procter  &  Gamble  was  television’s 
biggest  advertiser  last  year  with  some 
$486  million.  Chairman  Butler  in  his 
speech  seemed  to  confirm  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
view  when  he  said  that  his  firm  was  not 
reacting  to  threats  of  boycotts  by  con¬ 
servative  coalitions.  But  Mr.  Butler  ad¬ 
ded  that  those  groups  are  "expressing 
some  very  important  and  broadly  held 
views  about  gratuitous  sex,  violence,  and 
profanity.’’ 

He  told  his  audience  of  television 
executives,  "I  can  assure  you  we  are 
listening  very  carefully  to  what  they  say, 
and  I  urge  you  to  do  the  same.” 

TM/UMR  asked  Mr.  Wildmon  if  he 
knew  of  the  survey  findings  released  in 
mid-June  by  the  National  Coalition  on 
Television  Violence.  He  said  he  knew  of 
them  but  had  not  seen  a  copy  of  the  sur¬ 
vey. 

The  violence  coalition  found  violence 
on  television  to  be  16  percent  higher  from 
Feb.  1  to  May  23  this  year  that  at  any 
time  in  1980.  That  coalition’s  chairman, 
psychiatrist  Thomas  Radecki  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  School  of  Medicine,  said 
scientific  data  proves  that  television  and 
film  violence  "is  a  major  cause  of  real- 
life  violence.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  that  the  Illinois- 
based  violence  coalition  is  not  a  member 
of  the  Coalition  for  Better  Television, 
though  he  claims  some  350  other  groups 
are.  He  said  Dr.  Radecki  had  told  him  his 
group  could  not  join  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
group  because  one  member  is  Moral 
Majority. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  Part  of  United 
Methodism’s  "world  team”  huddled  here 
last  week.  These  200  missionaries  from 
four  continents  out  of  a  total  missionary 
force  of  about  1,000  met  with  directors 
and  home  office  executives  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  missionaries  alternately  praised 
and  criticized  their  rooters  on  the  "home 
team.”  Given  the  relatively  rare 
opportunity  to  air  their  views  and  make 
recommendations  during  "open  mike” 
and  plenary  sessions,  world  missionaries 
had  their  speeches  ready.  Because  there 
is  only  one  annual  gathering  of 
missionaries,  a  missionary  is  unlikely  to 
attend  more  than  once  every  three  to  five 
years,  and  then  only  if  their  three-month 
furlough  —  after  three  years’  service  — 
happens  to  coincide  with  the  event, 
several  told  TM/UMR. 

During  the  meeting  here  on  the  Howard 
University  campus,  missionaries  said 
they  are: 

•  Distressed  that  church  members  in 
the  U.  S.  are  so  poorly  informed  about  the 
nations  where  the  church  has  mission 
work  but  encouraged  by  increasing 
interest  in  missions  among  UMs. 

Esther  Megill  of  Ghana  said  her 
assigned  nation  is  frequently  confused 
with  both  Uganda  and  Guyana  in  the 
minds  of  questioners  who  wanted  to  know 
if  either  Idi  Amin  or  Jim  Jones  were  still 
a  problem. 

"People  have  a  World  Vision  mentality 
of  Africa,”  said  Joe  Keyes  of  Kenya, 
"which  is  children  with  sad,  dark  eyes 
and  bloated  bellies.” 

"We  will  never  get  a  meaningful 
response  to  Africa  from  the  U.  S.  church 
with  this  mindset.  We  need  to 
communicate  that  there  are  pressing 
problems  on  the  continent  but  that  we 
have  capable  Christian  colleagues,”  Mr. 
Keyes  said. 

The  Rev.  David  Lowry,  a  missionary  to 
Chile  who  has  travelled  the  U.  S.  as  a 
mission  interpreter,  said  he  found  little 
understanding  in  U.  S.  churches  as  to 
why  Latin  American  churches  are 
autonomous  or  how  they  got  into  that 
relationship.  Several  missionaries  from 
Peru  said  they  were  shocked  by  U.S.  news¬ 
papers’  lack  of  Latin  American  news. 

But  while  U.  S.  church  members  often 
are  not  well  informed,  they  appear  to 
have  a  growing  interest  in  mission  —  at 
least  compared  with  five  years  ago,  said 
Mr.  Lowry. 


•  Disturbed  by  the  “arrogance”  of  the 
American  world  view  pervading  not  only 
the  missionary  conference  program  but 
also  the  denomination’s  relations  to  other 
areas  of  the  world  church. 

"We  need  to  see  America  through  the 
eyes  of  the  rest  of  the  world  and  not  the 
world  through  the  eyes  of  Americans,” 
said  Douglas  Cook  of  the  Philippines.  To 
applause,  he  complained  that  conference 
speakers  here  provided  only  an 
American  perspective.  “The  real 
arrogance  is  that  Americans  think  what 
they  do  determines  everything  in  the 
world.”  He  likened  the  conferences  to 
entering  a  "reeducation  camp,”  where 
this  view  is  reinforced. 

Richard  Wehrman,  also  of  the 
Philippines,  said  the  mission  board 
then  "attempts  to  apply  the  same  global 
image  and  set  of  issues  everywhere.  That 
image  doesn’t  fit  everywhere  and  it  takes 
little  account  of  the  different  cultures, 
church  histories  or  levels  of  church 
development.” 

•  Concerned  over  the  widespread 
impression  that  life-long  missionaries 
are  no  longer  wanted  but  added  they  are 
also  appreciative  of  short-term  w  orkers. 


William  Bray,  one  of  24  retirees  this 
year,  lamented,  "Somehow  we  have 
given  the  impression  that  life-long 
mission  careers  are  no  longer  central  to 
our  church.  I’ve  been  proud  to  be  a 
missionary,  and  I  would  recommend  it  as 
a  life  of  vast  usefulness."  He  taught  in 
the  theological  school  in  Japan  at 
Kwansei  Gakuin  since  1952. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Horton  said,  however, 
that  after  three  years  in  Liberia  —  which 
included  surviving  a  coup  —  "sometimes 
new  people  can  see  things  others  are  too 
close  to  see.”  He  said  he  found  that 
missionaries  on  the  field  a  long  time  get 
weak  spiritually.  "An  empty  bag  cannot 
stand,”  he  said.  Further,  he  said  he  felt 
mission  outreach  had  stalled.  "We’re 
just  keeping  shop  while  there  is 
desperate  need.  Maybe  we  ought  to  be 
looking  around  for  new  arenas  of 
service.” 

•  Rediscovered  that  God  undergirds 
them  in  spite  of  frustration  and  isolation. 

"We  stayed;  we  stuck  it  out  and  w-e’re 
not  leaving,”  said  Cynthia  Hulett  of 
Sierra  Leone.  She  said  the  last  two  years 
were  the  most  difficult  in  her  life  as  her 
mother  died  of  cancer  in  the  U.  S.  and 


"then  everything  else  went  wrong  in  our 
work.  But  the  Lord  undergirded  and 
helped  me  and  gave  me  a  husband  to  help 
me,  too.  I  just  want  to  praise  God.  " 

Donna  Houghteling  of  Central  Zaire 
said,  "Being  in  a  bush  station,  we  often 
felt  nobody  cared.”  She  thanked  board 
staff  members  for  their  visits  and  for  a 
spiritual  retreat  for  missionaries  there. 
"It  was  what  we  needed;  it  kept  us  going. 
A  lot  of  people  made  decisions  to  come 
back  to  Zaire  after  that  retreat." 

•  Told  the  board  they  are  dismayed 
with  cutbacks  in  communications. 

"While  our  board  has  legitimate  pride 
in  operating  with  an  eight  percent 
overhead,”  said  Milton  Robinson  of 
Ecuador,  “perhaps  it  should  be 
increased  to  10  or  12  percent”  to  counter 
the  agility  independent  agencies  appear 
to  have  in  reaching  our  churches.  He 
suggested  more  personal  contacts. 

Mr.  Bray  said  it  was  a  “colossal 
mistake”  for  the  board  not  to  use  funds  to 
keep  up  regular  mail  contacts  between 
missionaries  and  local  churches.  "It’s  a 
mistake  not  to  expect  letters  from  us  and 
for  the  board  not  to  make  it  easier  for  us 
to  get  them  out.” 


Prayer  vigil  starts  final  year 

Women  ministers  speak  for  ERA 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  Two  United 
Methodist  ministers  were  scheduled 
among  speakers  at  a  prayer  vigil  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Religious  Committee  for  the 
ERA  this  week  at  the  White  House.  Some 
2,000  people  were  expected  to  show  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

The  Rev.  Mamie  Williams,  pastor  of 
Calvary  UMC  here,  was  to  address  mem¬ 
bers  of  RCERA  at  the  gathering,  which 
will  mark  the  beginning  of  a  year-long 
campaign  to  beat  the  June  30,  1982, 
ratification  deadline  for  the  ERA. 

The  Rev.  Delores  J.  Moss  also  was  to 
speak  during  the  vigil.  She  was  ordained 
in  the  South  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
two  years  ago  and  now  serves  as  full¬ 
time  national  coordinator  for  RCERA, 
headquartered  in  New  York.  The  com¬ 
mittee  has  40  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  member  groups,  including  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division. 

Ms.  Moss  said  in  this  final  year  of  cam¬ 
paigning  the  religious  committee  will 
"push  for  ratification  from  the  vantage 


point  of  the  poor  woman.  I’ve  found  if  you 
can  get  people  to  see  the  problem  of 
poverty  in  this  country,  you  can  get  them 
to  see  women’s  problems  more  clearly. 
What  most  people  don't  seem  to  realize  is 
that  most  poor  people  in  this  country  are 
women  and  children,  and  you  can’t  talk 
about  women  without  talking  about 
children.” 

ERA  is  needed 

Ms.  Williams  agreed,  adding  that  as  a 
black  woman  she  is  convinced  the  ERA  is 
needed  to  thwart  inequalities  in  job  op¬ 
portunities  and  earning  power  of 
minority  women,  particularly  single 
heads  of  households.  "We’re  all  out  there 
trying  to  earn  a  dollar,  so  equal  rights  «n 
the  job  market  are  essential  for  our  sur¬ 
vival.  Statistics  say  women  are  getting 
only  59  cents  for  every  dollar  (that  a  man 
earns)  on  the  job,  and  if  white  women  are 
getting  only  59  cents,  the  minority 
woman  is  probably  getting  53  cents  or 
less,”  she  said. 

Both  women  claim  that  equality  for 
women  is  clearly  a  Christian  ideal,  and 
Ms.  Williams  said  the  ERA  "is  a  prac¬ 
tical  part  of  our  faith.  If  we  are  children 


People  in  the  news... 


UM  minister  part-time  Spanish  monk 

A  retired  United  Methodist  minister  in  Sunnyvale,  Calif., 
spends  his  days  masquerading  as  an  18th  century  Spanish 
monk  to  teach  school  children  and  others  the  history  of  Califor¬ 
nia  missions. 

The  Rev.  Elmer  Schmitt  regularly  visits  classrooms  and 
other  places  in  the  person  of  the  late  Father  Junipero  Serra, 
founder  of  the  California  mission  chain.  Father  Serra  died  in  1784. 

Mr.  Schmitt  began  playing  the  monk  in  1975,  when  he  and 
other  Sunnyvale  residents  decided  to  portray  historical 
characters  as  part  of  America’s  Bicentennial  celebration.  He 
and  a  retired  school  superintendent  dressed  as  Uncle  Sam  be¬ 
gan  visiting  area  schools  and  giving  impromptu  history  lessons. 

"It  was  very  easy  for  me  to  be  Father  Serra,”  Mr.  Schmitt 
said.  "My  interest  in  the  missions  developed  when  my 
daughter  was  in  the  sixth  grade  studying  them.  We  made  the 
missions  a  family  project.”  He  further  said  the  family  visited 
all  21  missions  in  three  months,  so  his  lessons  to  school 
children  are  thorough. 


Elmer  Schmitt 


Non-UM  seminaries  lose  university  senate  approval 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 
NASHVILLE  —  An  unannounced 
number  of  theological  schools  on  July  1 
became  off  limits  to  new  students  who 
seek  to  be  United  Methodist  ministers. 

The  denomination’s  accrediting  body, 
the  University  Senate,  last  week  voted  on 
about  one-third  of  the  186  non-United 
Methodist  seminaries  that  historically 
have  been  approved  by  the  Senate  as 
places  of  study  for  UM  ministerial 
students. 


But  Senate  members  would  not  reveal 
the  names  or  the  number  of  reviewed 
schools  which  lost  Senate  approval.  That 
information  will  be  made  public  in  mid- 
July  after  all  schools  are  notified,  said 
Dr.  Fred  E.  Blumer,  head  of  the  review 
committee  and  president  of  Lycoming 
College  in  Williamsport,  Pa. 

The  Senate  voted  unanimously  to  do  all 
its  deliberating  and  voting  behind  closed 
doors.  Even  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  official  representative 
in  the  Senate  had  to  leave  the  90-minute 
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sessions  because  she  was  a  non-voting 
member. 

Dr.  Blumer  asked  the  Senate  to  close 
the  meeting  because  "we  are  dealing 
with  information  that  was  shared  in 
confidentiality  by  the  schools.” 

About  60  schools  were  under  review. 
They  were  either  continued  on  the 
approved  list,  dropped  from  the  list,  or 
allowed  to  take  new  UM  students  while 
continuing  under  review  by  the  Senate 
for  another  year.  The  other  120  or  so  non- 
United  Methodist  seminaries  will  be 
reviewed  during  the  next  three  years. 

Some  declined  review 

Included  in  the  186  were  24  which 
declined  to  be  reviewed  by  the  Senate 
and  consequently  were  taken  off  the 
approved  list. 

Most  of  the  24  schools  which 
voluntarily  gave  up  the  right  to  train  UM 
ministers  are  connected  to  another 
denomination.  Seven  are  Roman 
Catholic,  five  Episcopal,  three  Southern 
Baptist  and  two  Lutheran.  Three  are 
Canadian  schools,  one  is  Orthodox  and 
one  is  non-denominational. 

One  reason  that  some  schools  did  not 
want  to  be  reviewed  was  their  hesitancy 
to  answer  questions  about  the  ethnic  and 
sexual  composition  of  faculty  and 
student  bodies. 

Southwestern  Baptist  in  Fort  Worth, 
for  example,  is  a  defendant  in 
discriminiation  litigation  in  the  U.  S. 
district  court  of  appeals.  Dr.  Lloyd 
Elder,  executive  vice  president,  told 
TM/UMR  that  lawyers  have  advised  the 
school  "be  very  careful  about  lists"  and 
about  giving  information  on  ethnic 
makeup  of  faculty  or  students.  He 
indicated  that  he  knows  of  several 
schools  that  are  wary  of  participating  in 
any  activity  they  fear  might  lead  to  their 
having  to  meet  ethnic  and  sexual  quotas. 

He  said  the  3,500-student  Southern 
Baptist  seminary  also  cannot  afford  to 
use  any  of  its  resources  for  teaching 
United  Methodist  tradition,  doctrine  and 


structure. 

“We’ve  always  had  a  very  good 
relationship  with  our  United  Methodist 
students,”  he  said.  "Those  who  want  our 
Baptist  teaching  are  welcome.  .  .if  they 
want  United  Methodist  teaching,  there 
are  fine  United  Methodist  schools  they 
can  attend.” 

Encouraged  to  change  schools 

Southwestern  Baptist  tends  to  have 
around  a  dozen  UM  students,  according 
to  the  registrar’s  office. 

Students  already  attending  schools 
dropped  by  the  Senate  will  be 
encouraged  by  their  UM  annual  boards 
of  ordained  ministry  to  switch  to  an 
approved  school.  Dr.  Blumer  said. 

However,  ordination  won’t  be  denied 
them  if  they  choose  to  stay.  Students  who 
enter  the  schools  after  July  1  won't  be 
eligible  for  ordination. 

Dr.  Blumer  said  schools  were  reviewed 
on  the  basis  of  five  criteria  used  to 
evaluate  the  13  UM-related  seminaries, 
freedom  of  academic  inquiry, 
opportunity  for  growth  in  UM  tradition, 
compatibility  with  UM  Social  Principles, 
racial  and  sexual  inclusiveness,  and 
academic  accreditation  by  a  national 
accrediting  agency. 

Some  say  not  worthwhile 

Some  seminaries  of  other 
denominations  already  have  or  plan  to 
hire  a  part-time  professor  to  teach 
special  courses  to  their  UM  students, 
according  to  a  couple  of  members  of  the 
University  Senate.  Others  have  no  UM 
students  or  not  enough  to  deem  it 
worthwhile  to  add  the  courses.  Dr. 
Blumer  said. 

“No  negative  connotation  should  be 
inferred  about  any  of  these  seminaries 
which  chose  not  to  be  reviewed,”  he  said. 

Most  senators  are  top  executives  of 
Uiyi-related  colleges  and  seminaries. 

Appointments  to  the  Senate  are  made 
by  General  Conference,  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  the  General  Board  of  Higher 


Education  and  the  national  association  of 
UM  schools. 

This  first-time  review  was  ordered  by 
the  1980  General  Conference.  Previously, 
any  seminary  accredited  by  a  national 
body  automatically  was  placed  on  the 
UM-approved  list. 


of  God  and  want  to  follow  Christ,  then  it 
seems  elementary  that  we  have  enough 
respect  for  each  other  to  want  equality,” 
she  said.  "If  a  brother  in  Christ  is 
making  more  than  his  sister  in  Christ, 
and  they  are  doing  the  same  job,  that  is 
not  brotherhood  as  Christ  saw  it.” 

General  Conferences  of  the  UMC  have 
supported  the  ERA  since  1972. 

Ms.  Williams  and  Ms.  Moss  said  while 
many  would  argue  that  state  and  federal 
laws  mandate  equality  for  all,  including 
women,  those  laws  are  in  fact  varied  and 
ambiguous.  "The  laws  can  be  in¬ 
terpreted  in  different  ways,”  Ms.  Moss 
said.  "If  there  is  no  specific  law  that  says 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex  is 
wrong,  we  have  no  way  to  fight  the 
erosion  of  women’s  rights.  It’s  not  just 
the  ERA  at  stake,  but  all  the  rights  we’ve 
gained  in  the  last  20  years. ’  ’ 

Compared  with  rights  fight 

Ms.  Williams  compared  the  ERA  cam¬ 
paign  to  the  60's  civil  rights  movement. 
"The  Emancipation  Proclamation  freed 
blacks  in  1863  and  said  they  were 
Americans,  but  in  fact  their  equal  rights 
were  unclear  and  therefore  ignored.  If 
the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  had  not  come 
along  and  said  specifically  that  blacks 
and  other  minorities  had  rights  under  the 
law,  their  disenfranchisement  would  still 
be  going  strong,”  she  said.  "The  ERA 
will  address  the  same  problem  for 
American  women.  They  should  be 
treated  equally,  but  the  fact  is  they’re 
not.” 

Ms.  Moss  said  President  Reagan’s 
anti-ERA  stance  and  a  conservative 
Congress  are  also  RCERA’s  concerns 
this  coming  year.  The  group  recently 
issued  a  statement  calling  for  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  to  reject  the 
nomination  of  Rex  E.  Lee  of  Brigham 
Young  University  as  solicitor  general  of 
the  United  States.  RCERA  cited  his  pub¬ 
lic  opposition  to  the  ERA  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  his  book,  "A  Lawyer  Looks  at  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,"  in  which 
he  discusses  the  idea  of  lowering  the 
minimum  wage  for  "persons  whose  labor 
is  worth  less  than  the  minimum  wage.” 

She  and  Ms.  Williams  also  said  the 
vigil  would  dispel  the  idea  that  vocal 
religious  conservatives  speak  for  all 
religious  people.  "We  want  our  local 
state  and  federal  representatives  to 
know  that  the  majority  of  religious 
people  are  not  being  heard  and  are  not 
represented  by  the  religious  right,”  Ms. 
Moss  said. 

Both  women  were  optimistic  about  the 
drive  for  ratification  but  said  if  the  three 
states  still  needed  to  send  the  amend¬ 
ment  to  Congress  don’t  come  through, 
the  struggle  for  equality  will  continue. 


Writer  supports  equality 
for  ‘chief  cook’ and  ‘king’ 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DUNLAP,  Ill.  —  As  a  happy 
homemaker  and  a  firm  proponent  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,  Anne  Bowen 
Follis  simply  believes  that  the  chief  cook 
and  bottle  washer  should  have  the  same 
rights  as  the  king  of  the  castle. 

Ms.  Follis,  a  United  Methodist 
housewife  and  mother  of  three,  has  just 
written  a  book,  "I’m  Not  a  Women’s  Lib¬ 
ber,  But  .  .  .”  in  which  she  describes  her 
struggle  as  a  traditional  woman  who 
became  involved  in  the  women’s  rights 
movement.  She  is  president  emeritus  of 
the  Homemakers’  Equal  Rights 
Association,  and  has  been  the  subject  of 
many  magazine  articles  and  has  ap¬ 
peared  on  several  television  talk  shows. 

She  said  she  was  firmly  against  the 
women’s  rights  movement  when  it  first 
emerged  in  the  late  60’s  and  early  70’s. 
"Like  most  people,  I  was  appalled  and 
very  negative.  As  a  housewife  I  felt  my 
secure,  traditional  role  was  being 
threatened.  And  most  of  the  people  who 
were  speaking  out,  like  the  Midge  Con- 
stanzas  and  the  Gloria  Steinems  I  just 
couldn’t  identify  with.  " 

As  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dean  Follis, 
pastor  of  Prospect  UMC  here,  and  as  a 
Christian,  Ms.  Follis  said  she  thought  at 
first  that  women  "yelling  about  rights” 
conflicted  with  what  she  thought  she 
believed.  "As  a  Christian,  I  thought  the 
women’s  lib  movement  was  simply  un¬ 
christian,”  she  said.  However,  as  the 
equal  rights  movement  spread  into 


Illinois  and  the  anti-women’s  liberation 
housewives  became  more  vocal,  Ms.  Fol¬ 
lis  found  she  didn’t  agree  with  them  either. 

Ms.  Follis  said  she  then  began  to  listen 
to  the  pro-liberation  women  and  examine 
the  laws  for  and  against  women  "I  found 
out  that  most  laws  that  discriminate 
against  women  discriminate  against 
married  women,  and  especially 
housewives,"  she  said. 

She  said  her  be¬ 
liefs  about  the  ERA 
no  longer  conflict 
with  what  she  be¬ 
lieves  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  “I  just  go  back 
to  the  Bible  and  to 
Jesus.  His  attitude 
toward  women  as  a 
whole  was  really  Anne  Follis 
radical  because  he  treated  them  like 
human  beings  for  the  first  time.  In  that 
story  in  Matthew,  Jesus  publicly  healed  a 
woman  who  was  bleeding.  He  touched 
and  healed  a  menstruating  woman  and 
called  her  daughter,  and  He  didn’t  run  off 
and  purify  himself  for  three  days 
either.” 

Ms.  Follis  said  Christian  housewives 
are  not  being  untrue  to  their  station  by 
supporting  equal  rights.  "Jesus  told 
husbands  to  give  their  wives  selfless  love 
and  respect.  "In  our  Constitution  we 
can’t  legislate  love  —  we  can't  make 
husbands  love  us  —  but  we  can  legislate 
fairness.  And  that’s  all  the  ERA  is 
about.”  _ 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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Conference  cheers,  Pacific  Homes 
bailout  fund  ahead  of  schedule 


Tornado  kills  4  in  East  Ohio  town 

Four  persons  were  killed  and  more  than  60  injured  after  a 
tornado  hit  Cardington.  Ohio  (East  Ohio  Conference)  June 
13.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  a  block  from  the  storm's 
path  and  not  shown  in  this  picture,  was  not  damaged.  It  be¬ 
came  a  base  for  Salvation  Army  canteens.  The  town’s  mayor. 


Cecil  Maxwell,  is  a  conference  officer.  One  day  after  the  Ohio 
tornado,  one  hit  the  Twin  Cities  in  Minnesota.  It  damaged 
windows  and  trees  and  injured  four  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Walker  Residence,  a  retirement  home. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  MT.  VERNON  (OHIO)  NEWS 


Graham  revives  ‘graveyard  city’ 

United  Methodists  credit  crusade  with  conference- wide  fervor 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  When  Billy  Graham 
brought  his  crusade  team  here  last 
month,  he  found  a  socially  conscious 
United  Methodist  Church  that  was 
grimed  to  be  stirred  up  about  evangel¬ 
ism. 

And  United  Methodists  found  a  Billy 
Graham  who  was  vocal  about  the  social 
responsibilities  of  Christians. 

“The  result  in  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference,”  said  the  Rev.  John  D. 
Buchheister,  district  superintendent 
here,  “is  that  there  now  is  a  whole  group 
of  pastors  and  lay  people  who  aren’t  em¬ 
barrassed  about  being  connected  to  the 
evangelical  part  of  the  church." 

Several  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  an¬ 
nual  conferences  (particularly  this  one) 
“have  been  way  out  front  on  social  issues 
such  as  peace  and  racial  and  economic 
justice  in  the  last  decade  —  as  well  we 
should  be.”  Mr.  Buchheister  told 
TM/UMR.  But  if  membership  continues 
to  decline,  “what  kind  of  social  outreach 
can  we  have?  We  must  be  evangelicals, 
too." 

United  Methodists  usually  participate 
with  other  Christians  when  a  Graham 
crusade  comes  to  a  city,  but  as  Mr. 
Buchheister  discovered,  there  can  be  a 
lot  of  reluctance.  “Some  United 
Methodists  complained  that  Billy 
Graham’s  evangelism  isn’t  the  best 
method  —  that  you  need  to  show  your 
love,  not  just  talk  about  it.  ...  Some 
ministers  wouldn’t  have  anything  to  do 
with  it.” 

Eight  months  of  preparation 

Nonetheless,  despite  their  already 
being  tied  up  with  the  conference’s  Time 
To  Grow  church  extension  program, 
some  90  of  the  250  United  Methodist 
congregations  committed  themselves  to 
eight  months  of  preparation  for  the  June 
crusade  and  were  involved  at  all  levels. 

“In  the  beginning,  I  just  partly  par¬ 
ticipated,”  said  the  Rev.  Louis  Piel  of  Ar¬ 
butus  UMC  here,  “I  was  concerned  about 
the  $700,000  being  spent  and  all  the 
promotion  centered  around  Billy 
Graham. 

“But  I  was  surprised  when  he  got  here 
and  started  talking  about  the  race  issue 
in  Baltimore.  And  his  comments  on  war 
and  peace  were  very  effective.” 


Said  Mr.  Buchheister:  “A  lot  of  people 
don’t  know  how  Billy  Graham  has  grown. 
He  has  come  to  see  that  the  big  per¬ 
centage  (around  75  percent)  of  the  people 
who  make  decisions  at  the  crusades  are 
average  church  people  who  need  to  make 
a  deeper  commitment  of  their  lives  to 
Christ’s  kingdom.” 

In  Baltimore  interviews  and  sermons, 
Mr.  Graham  expressed  social  concerns, 
such  as  his  dismay  over  the  worldwide 
armaments  buildup.  His  main  theme 
remained  that  “man  is  a  sinner, 
alienated  from  God.  Jesus  Christ  is  God's 
Son  who  paid  the  penalty  for  man’s  sin. 
God  stands  ready  to  receive  everyone 
who  comes  through  His  Son." 

‘Let  love  rule  your  life’ 

But  Mr.  Graham  didn’t  stop  with  per¬ 
sonal  salvation,  Mr.  Buchheister  said. 
After  the  services,  the  evangelist  told 
those  who  made  professions  of  faith  that 
“love  is  to  be  the  rule  of  your  life.  This 
will  result  in  a  new  lifestyle.”  He  told 
them  that  the  greatest  need  in  U.S.  race 
relations  is  for  Christians  to  learn  to 
reach  out  across  racial  boundaries.  He 
challenged  the  whites  in  the  suburbs  to 
reach  out  to  the  blacks  in  the  city  (which 
is  60  percent  black) .  He  called  on  the  con¬ 
verts  to  invite  persons  of  other  ethnic 
groups  to  their  homes  for  dinner  to  really 
get  to  know  them  and  to  socialize  with 
them. 

The  converts  applauded  when  he  said 
that,  according  to  the  Rev.  Elwyn  Cutler, 
director  of  the  Baltimore  Crusade. 
Although  Mr.  Graham  regularly  talks 
about  race,  he  did  so  more  than  usual 
here,  Mr.  Cutler  said.  “I  think  he  was  led 
by  the  spirit  of  this  city  where  the  city  ad¬ 
ministration  seems  to  be  attuned  to 
minorities.  The  black  participation  in  the 
crusade  was  by  far  the  largest  of  any  of 
the  crusades  I’ve  been  in.” 

The  effect,  Mr.  Buchheister  said,  is 
that  hundreds  of  United  Methodists  have 
found  they  can  be  evangelicals  without 
being  social  conservatives,  biblical 
literalists  or  anti-denominationalists. 

“I’ve  been  in  social  action  work  for  25 
years,"  said  Harvey  E.  Kettering  II, 
president  of  Goodwill  Industries  here,  a 
symbol  of  Methodism’s  social  heritage. 
“There  is  a  place  for  mass  evangelism.  It 
has  been  a  beautiful  experience  to  see 
black  and  white  and  all  denominations 
come  together  with  a  serious  aim  and 


12  million  babies  will  die 
from  starvation,  illness  in  1981 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

If  their  mothers  nurse  them  on  breast 
milk,  most  babies  in  the  world  can 
escape  feeling  hunger  during  their  first 
three  months. 

Even  when  the  mother  is  hungry,  she 
usually  can  produce  enough  milk  for 
the  small  infant,  many  nutritionists 
say. 

Yet,  a  large  number  of  the  12  million 
babies  who  probably  will  die  this  year 
will  lose  their  lives  from  starvation  or 
illness  caused  by  what  they  eat. 

Some  of  them  die  because  their 
mothers  decide  to  feed  them  infant  for¬ 
mula  out  of  a  box  or  can  instead  of  nur¬ 
sing  them.  If  the  mother  is  poor,  she 
may  mix  too  much  water  with  the 
powder  to  make  it  last  longer.  But  that 
leaves  the  baby  malnourished.  Because 
the  water  in  most  of  the  world  is  not 
clean,  a  tiny  baby  can  become  deathly 
ill  from  drinking  the  formula  mixed 
with  water. 

Health  representatives  from  most  of 
the  world's  nations  recently  adopted  a 
code  to  prevent  infant  formula  com¬ 
panies  from  advertising  or  otherwise 
enticing  mothers  to  stop  breast-feeding. 
(See  related  story  in  last  week’s 
paper. ) 

Infant  formula  company  officials  say 
they  never  have  tried  to  persuade 
mothers  to  use  formula  except  when 
they  don’t  have  enough  breast  milk  to 
satisfy  their  babies. 

Everyone,  though,  agrees  that  breast 
milk  is  best. 

They  also  all  agree  that  mothers  just 
don’t  have  enough  milk  for  babies  (af¬ 
ter  they  are  three  months  old. 


Sometime  during  a  baby’s  first  year, 
the  mother  has  to  start  feeding  it 
something  in  addition  to  breast  milk. 
Many  nutritionists  seem  to  agree  that 
infant  formula  is  the  best  for  that. 

But  even  the  company  officials 
acknowledge  that  infant  formula  is  too 
expensive  for  most  of  the  world’s 
mothers.  Company  officials  say  they 
don't  expect  to  be  able  to  create  a 
cheap,  nutritious  baby  food  any  time 
soon. 

Meanwhile,  millions  of  mothers  feed 
their  babies  such  things  as  corn  meal, 
yams,  tea,  melons  and  other  foods  with 
little  nutritional  value.  And  millions  of 
babies  die. 

Of  every  1,000  babies  born  in  the 
United  States,  13  die  in  their  first  year. 

But  of  every  1,000  births,  71  die  in 
Central  America;  94  die  in  Southeast 
Asia;  142  die  in  Africa. 

Despite  all  the  deaths,  the  population 
in  those  parts  of  the  world  continues  to 
grow  much  faster  than  the  food  supply. 

What  can  we  do? 


TM/UMR  Contest 


Send  articles,  drawings,  prayers, 
poems,  short  essays  of  250  words  or 
less,  photos  or  any  other  submission 
that  can  be  reproduced  by  TM/UMR 
(no  slides)  and  that  relate  what 
Christians  can  do  to  help  the  hungry  in 
the  world  in  light  of  Jesus  saying,  “I 
was  hungry  and  you  fed  me." 

See  the  June  26  issue  of  TM/UMR  for 
full  contest  instructions  and  mail  your 
entry  to:  Hunger  Feature,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


purpose.  The  Lord  has  to  be  in  this.” 

‘Graveyard  of  evangelists’ 

Everything  seemed  to  go  well  for  the 
eight-day  crusade  in  a  city  many  have 
called  the  “graveyard  of  evangelists.” 
The  attendance  of  234,000  was  the  highest 
of  the  last  18  Graham  crusades.  Of  the 
more  than  12,000  persons  who  made 
public  commitments  at  the  end  of  the  ser¬ 
vices,  40  percent  were  making  first-time 
decisions,  Mr.  Cutler  said.  "Anything 
over  30  percent  is  very  high.” 

Probably  no  other  Graham  crusade  in 
recent  years  has  had  as  high  a  per¬ 
centage  of  United  Methodists  working, 
he  added. 

Benefits  to  participating  churches 
already  were  piling  up  before  the 
crusade  began,  Mr.  Kettering  said.  For 
eight  months,  United  Methodists  trained 
in  witnessing,  attended  outreach 
workshops  and  prayer  meetings  and  can¬ 
vassed  neighborhoods. 

The  change  wrought  by  all  that  activity 
was  evident  in  the  annual  conference 
sessions  following  the  crusade,  Mr. 
Buchheister  said.  “The  spirit  was  great. 
No  one  is  more  sensitive  to  the  scores  of 
inactive  members  than  Bishop  D. 
Frederick  Wertz.  He  called  for  the  con¬ 
ference  to  have  a  real  emphasis  on 
evangelism.  We  now  are  preparing  our 
own  United  Methodist  crusade  for  maybe 
1982  or  ’83  before  General  Conference 
comes  here  in ’84." 

Follow-up  teams  are  dispersing  cards 
which  indicate  denominational  and 
church  preferences  of  those  who  "came 
forward.” 

“We’ve  gotten  cards  on  some  45,”  Mr. 
Piel  said.  The  15  unchurched  persons  in 
the  group  have  remained  disappointingly 
noncommital  thus  far  when  contacted,  he 
said.  But  the  30  in  the  group  who  are 
members  of  the  church  “have  made  very 
serious  renewals”  and  have  really  come 
alive,  he  added. 

Mr.  Buchheister  said  he  thinks  his  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  pastor  helps  him  un¬ 
derstand  what  the  church  as  a  whole  has 
been  through.  “Years  ago,  somebody 
told  me,  ‘I  appreciate  your  saying  from 
the  pulpit  what  Christ  has  done  for  you, 
but  tell  us  more  about  what  we  can  do  for 
Him.’  That  changed  me  because  I 
realized  I  was  preaching  to  the  already 
saved  who  needed  to  know  how  to  do 
Christ’s  work. 

“But  so  many  now  have  no  concept  of 
what  God  can  do  for  them.  After  they 
know  that,  we  can  talk  about  what  they 
should  do." 

Church  closes  doors 
after  toxic  waste 
makes  area  unsafe 

NIAGARA  FALLS,  N.  Y.  -  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  this  city’s 
Love  Canal  area  closed  its  doors  July  1,  a 
victim  of  the  toxic  waste  burial  which 
drew  national  media  attention. 

The  action  came  on  approval  by  the 
Western  New  York  Annual  Conference  in 
June.  The  conference  also  approved 
procedures  to  transfer  Wesley  members 
to  other  congregations,  okayed  a  con¬ 
tinuing  ministry  in  the  area  by  the 
Ecumenical  Task  Force,  and  transferred 
the  balance  of  a  national  church  grant  to 
the  task  force. 

Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel,  who  presided 
over  the  Annual  Conference,  asked  Bar¬ 
bara  Hanna,  a  jnember  of  the  Wesley 
congregation,  and  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Stearns,  pastor  of  the  church,  to  offer 
some  personal  comments. 

"I  feel  a  sense  of  loss  .  .  .  and  a  sense 
of  pride,"  Ms.  Hanna  said.  “It  hasn’t 
been  all  bad.”  She  expressed  thanks 
for  the  Conference’s  monetary  and  emo¬ 
tional  support,  and  noted  that  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  Wesley  will  take  something  special 
to  his  or  her  new  congregation. 

Mr.  Stearns  also  pointed  to  valuable 
lessons  learned,  and  concluded,  “Wher¬ 
ever  these  members  of  Wesley  go,  they 
will  take  Wesley  Church  with  them.  I 
will  take  Wesley  church  with  me,  too  .  . 
We  sense  a  victory.  As  Tiny  Tim  said, 
‘God  bless  us,  every  one.’  ” 

The  comments  received  a  standing 
ovation  by  the  Annual  Conference. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  “The  hole  is  two- 
thirds  plugged”  headlined  the  Pacific 
Homes  settlement  fund  newsletter  last 
week  as  the  first  $15  million  loan  of  the 
$2l-million  bailout  of  the  bankrupt 
retirement  chain  was  deposited  ahead 
of  schedule. 

This  is  the  largest  sum  of  money  ever 
raised  in  such  a  short  time  for  any 
hospital  or  home  project,  according  to 
the  National  Association  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes. 

Los  Angeles  Area  bishop.  Jack  M. 
Tuell,  added  that  “Never  in  the  history  of 
our  church  has  so  large  a  sum  been 
raised  in  such  a  brief  time  ...  I  am 
amazed  and  humbled  by  the  sacrificial 
response  of  thousands  of  lay  persons  and 
clergy  in  our  496  churches  to  this  crisis.” 

Church  members  from  southern 
California,  Arizona,  southern  Nevada 
and  Hawaii  responded  ecstatically  with  a 
five-minute  standing  ovation,  singing 
and  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  when  they 
learned  June  14  during  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  that  they 
had  gone  over  their  first  $6  million  goal 
two  weeks  early. 

Giving  their  shirts 

Then  they  broke  out  in  laughter  as 
Bishop  Tuell  took  off  his  coat,  his  tie 
and  finally  his  shirt.  Underneath,  he 
wore  a  T-shirt  emblazoned  with  the 
words,  “I  gave  my  shirt  for  Pacific 
Homes.” 

The  T-shirts,  which  were  on  sale  at  the 
annual  conference,  were  the  idea  of  Terri 
Evans,  a  college  student  at  University 
UMC  in  Goleta,  Calif.  He  and  members 
of  his  family  wore  the  bright  shirts  to 
church,  and  soon  the  idea  spread. 

The  shirts  are  just  one  example  of  the 
unusual  fundraising  methods  generated 
by  local  churches  faced  with  raising 
large  amounts  of  money  in  addition  to 
local  church  budgets.  A  benefit  program 
by  world  renowned  entertainer,  Rudy 
Vallee,  fasting  one  day  a  month,  a  citrus 
sale,  Lenten  offerings,  an  April  tithe 
month  and  thousands  of  pledges  are  just 
a  few  examples.  Some  said  a  side  benefit 
of  the  campaign  was  discovering  their 
true  stewardship  potential. 

“With  an  apportionment  of  $33,350,  we 
began  our  campaign  with  ap¬ 
prehension,”  said  the  Rev.  Ken  Watson 
of  Hollywood  First  UMC,  “but  we 
decided  to  give  it  our  best  try  with  a  full 
campaign.  We  will  be  able  to  pay  our 
Dec.  31  apportionment  by  July  1.” 

The  annual  conference  plans  to  raise 
$12  million  of  the  total  $21  million  loan 
package.  The  first  $6  million  was  to  be 
raised  by  July  1;  another  $4  million  by 
Dec.  31.  Another  $1  million  was  generated 
by  cutting  the  annual  conference  budget 
and  $1  million  is  expected  from  interest 
earned  from  funds  on  deposit. 

The  first  $15  million  payment  will  be 


due  when  the  homes’  reorganization  plan 
receives  final  confirmation  by  the 
bankruptcy  court  —  probably  in  early 
September,  according  to  Richard  E. 
Matthews,  the  court-appointed  trustee. 

Another  $2  million  is  due  in  1982  and  a 
million  each  the  next  four  years  for  a 
total  of  $21  million. 

Of  the  first  $15  million,  $7  million  was 
borrowed  from  two  general  agencies  of 
the  denomination  which  were  defen¬ 
dants  in  one  or  more  of  the  half  dozen 
lawsuits  involving  the  homes.  The  $7 
million  loan  was  put  in  an  escrow  ac¬ 
count  March  1.  The  other  $2  million  from 
outside  the  coast  conference  was  sought 
by  an  ad  hoc  support  committee  headed 
by  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis  of  Nashville. 

He  told  TM/UMR  last  week  he  was 
very  pleased  “but  not  surprised”  that  all 
of  the  72  other  annual  conferences  have 
responded  to  his  committee’s  appeal  to 
voluntarily  help  Pacific  and  Southwest 
meet  an  unusually  heavy  financial  bur¬ 
den.  “There  was  a  churchwide  feeling  of 
wanting  to  help  from  the  beginning,”  he 
said. 

Bishop  Tullis  said  the  ad  hoc  committee 
made  no  apportionments  but  "sug¬ 
gested”  that  an  amount  equal  to  eight 
percent  of  annual  conferences’  current 
World  Service  Fund  askings  would  raise 
the  $2  million. 

He  said  bishops  were  informally 
contacted,  presented  with  the  need  and 
the  hope  they  might  find  it  possible  to 
help. 

Bishop  Tullis  said  most  annual  con¬ 


ferences  took  the  funds  for  the  loans  out 
of  reserves  or  contingency  funds,  but 
that  others  simply  accepted  voluntary 
local  church  offerings. 

A  letter  from  Pacific  and  Southwest 
conference  treasurer,  John  Kirkman, 
last  week  to  conference  treasurer  said  the 
proceeds  from  the  other  conferences 
would  be  repaid  with  interest  on  a 
pro  rata  basis  starting  Jan.  1,  1990. 
But,  said  Aubrey  Spear,  the  Missouri 
West  Conference  treasurer,  “No  one  here 
will  be  surprised  if  we  don’t  ever  get  the 
money  back.”  Several  conferences  gave 
outright  gifts  or  grants. 

Anxious  to  return  to  normal 

“Church  members  are  anxious  to 
fulfill  their  commitments  and  to  get  back 
to  the  main  purpose  of  the  church,”  said 
the  Rev.  James  K.  Thomann  of  Pomona, 
Calif.  “We’re  going  to  do  it  and  do  it  with 
grace  and  all  possible  speed.” 

Some  church  members  have  not  been 
totally  pleased  with  the  settlement,  but 
have  decided  to  support  the  plan  anyway. 
Members  of  University  UMC  of  Irvine, 
Calif.,  urged  that  the  homes  be  sold. 

“It’s  clear  now  that  we  are  going  to 
worry  over  Pacific  Homes  for  at  least 
another  10  years,”  said  the  Rev.  Ron 
Allison.  He  and  members  of  his 
congregation  are  not  fully  convinced  the 
reorganization  plan  will  work,  but  they 
have  raised  their  fair  share  to  support 
the  conference  decision.  He  noted  that 
some  churches  simply  were  unable  to 
raise  all  the  additional  money,  but  many 
others  went  beyond  100  percent. 


Pennsylvanians  alerted 
to  serious  bigotry  threat 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HARRISBURG,  Pa.  —  Protestant  and 
Catholic  leaders  in  Pennsylvania  have 
issued  a  pastoral  statement  concerning 
bigotry,  which  they  say  is  seeping  into 
the  state. 

The  300-word  statement  speaks  of  “a 
serious  effort  to  foster  bigotry  which 
threatens  all  of  us.”  It  goes  on  to  cite 
bookstore  publications,  particularly 
comic  books  directed  primarily  to  youth, 
as  examples  of  the  tide  toward  bigotry. 

The  statement  identified  no  one  book  or 
bookstore.  But  staff  members  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Conference  on  Interchurch 
Cooperation  told  TM/UMR  that  a 
“Christian”  bookstore  in  the  Harrisburg 
suburb  of  Mechanicsburg  was  the  focal 
point  and  that  a  series  of  “Chick”  comic 
books  were  the  specific  publications 
referred  to. 

These  “comic”  books,  the  interchurch 
group’s  statement  said,  “misrepresent 
and  malign  religious  groups  and  their 
adherents.”  Staff  members  said  the 
specific  reference  is  to  anti-Catholic  ar¬ 
ticles  and  drawings  in  the  "comic”  books. 


The  statement  affirms  belief  in 
freedom  of  the  press  but  adds,  “We 
believe  that  society  has  a  responsibility 
to  hold  persons  accountable  for  bigotry 
and  distortion  of  truth.” 

The  statement  suggests  several  steps  a 
concerned  person  can  take,  including 
“tell  the  bookstore  managers  and 
newsstand  dealers  that  bigoted  material 
is  offensive  to  you.” 

In  addition  to  the  state  group’s 
statement,  members  of  the  Protestant 
and  Catholic  ministerium  in  Mechanics¬ 
burg  attacked  the  “Christian”  book¬ 
store,  urging  parishioners  and  friends 
to  boycott  it. 

Local  media  followed  up  on  the  in¬ 
terfaith  action.  Among  their  reports  was 
a  television  interview  with  the  bookstore 
manager.  An  interchurch  conference 
staff  member  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
manager  insisted  on  television  that  the 
material  was  not  bigoted. 

The  staff  member  also  said  that 
another  example  of  bigotry  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  an  increase  in  Ku  Klux 
Klan  activity. 
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Special  Prices  on  New 
Deluxe  Black  Letter 
Edition 


Cokesbury  RSV  Deluxe  Gilt  and  Award  Bible 

•  32-page  Dictionary/Concordance 

•  Presentation  Page 

•  29-page -Reader's  Guide 

e  Full-color  Bible  study  maps 

•  Self-pronouncing  type 

•  Brown  leatherflex  binding  with  gold  stamping 
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Compare  with  Bibles  regularly  retailing  for  $9.95  and  more. 

C08-070800  Each,  6.75 

6  or  more  copies,  each,  5.75 


Cokesbury  RSV  Pew  Bible 
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•  Complete  index  by  subject  matter 

•  Books  of  the  Bible  listing 

•  Printed  on  quality  paper 

•  Pages  edge-colored  to  match  binding 

•  Footnotes  and  footnote  references 

Printed  in  easy-to-read  type,  this  econom¬ 
ical  edition  is  available  in  your  choice  of 
three  bindings. 

Each,  4.95 
6  or  more  copies,  each,  4.55 

C08-0 14746.  Red 
C08-068101.  Purple 
C08-972193.  Blue 


Prices  subject  to  change.  Transportation  extra 
Add  sales  tax.  it  applicable. 
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It  is  quite  impressive  for  one  church  to  have  nine  students  students  are,  from  left,  Jeff  Ellis.  Guy  Cassingham.  Jill 

attend  Centenary  College.  But  for  Aurora  United  Methodist  Richards.  Stacy  Brown.  Jennifer  Blakeman.  Patti 

Church  in  New  Orleans,  it  is  even  more  impressive.  The  Hamilton,  and  Jack  Regan.  Janie  Imperial  is  not  shown. 


Wesley  house  and  museum 
reopen  on  Aldersgate 


New  Ministers  attend 
Financial  Orientation 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  spoke  of 
the  fellowship  of  ministry,  commitment 
and  being  a  part  of  the  conference  at  the 
second-year  prientation  session  for 
ministers. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Pensions  and  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  The 
sessions  are  an  opportunity  for  those 
ministers  who  are  beginning  their  first 


years  in  the  local  church  to  become 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  many- 
faceted  programs  they  will  have  to  deal 
with  as  pastors. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  was  on  hand  to 
speak  about  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  the  importance  of 
the  Conference  offices. 

The  major  portion  of  the  day  was  spent 
in  discussing  the  financial  program  of 
the  church  —  learning  how  reports  are  to 


be  filled  out,  details  of  the  pension 
program  and  the  hospitalization 
program.  The  discussion  also  covered 
Social  Security  as  ministers  are 
considered  self-employed. 

Those  in  attendance  had  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  meet  members  of  the  conference 
office  staff  and  meet  the  persons  they 
will  receive  letters  from  and  speak  with 
on  the  telephone. 


An  organ  recital  by  the  church  organ¬ 
ist,  Ronald  G.  Thompson,  was  held  in  the 
church  at  2:30  p.m.  Thompson  presented 
Jake  Aikin  and  Dr.  Nita  Aikin,  pro¬ 
viders  for  the  funding  of  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  organ. 

Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher 
was  on  hand  for  the  4  p.m.  service  of  the 
reopening  of  Wesley’s  house  Thatcher 
was  joined  by  George  Thomas,  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Greet  preached  the  sermon  which  was 
followed  by  the  presentation  of  certifi¬ 
cates  to  sponsors  of  the  restoration. 

Among  those  receiving  certificates 
was  Bishop  Fred  Pierce  Corson  and 
friends  of  Philadelphia.  Penn.,  who  gave 
a  donation  for  the  third  phase  of  restora¬ 
tion  —  A  crypt  which  will  house  a 


museum. 

Following  the  service,  Thatcher  led  the 
group  to  the  house  and  conducted  a  brief 
reopening  service  at  the  house. 

Thatcher  spoke  about  Charles  and 
John,  and  also  their  mother,  Susana. 
Through  Susana 's  tutoring  of  the 
children,  both  John  and  Charles  were 
able  to  attend  Oxford  University. 

Knocking  three  times  on  the  door  to  thf 
house.  Thatcher  toured  the  house, 
followed  by  groups  of  25. 

After  the  tour  of  the  house,  the  group 
walked  to  above  Aldersgate  Street  by  the 
line  of  Nettleton  Court  for  an  open-air 
service  at  the  site  where  Wesley  felt  his 
heart  “strangely  warmed"  May  24, 1738. 

A  memorial  was  unveiled  at  the 
service  of  communion  on  the  spot. 


for  July 

The  1981  Journal  is  scheduled  to  be  mailed  July 

15. 

All  copy  materials  and  revisions  are  in  Dallas 
and  the  book  is  printed  at  this  very  moment. 

Journals  will  be  mailed  to  ministers,  retired 
ministers,  spouses  of  deceased  ministers  and 
persons  in  special  appointments.  Most  ministers 
will  receive  four  copies  in  the  hope  that  this  will 
provide  a  sufficient  number  for  local  church 
leaders. 

Additional  copies  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Conference  office  at  $3  each. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  one  of  the  oldest 
relationships  with  the  Texas  Methodist/United 


mailing 

Methodist  Reporter  among  the  conferences  that 
have  their  journals  printed  in  Dallas. 

Kathy  Hemedinger,  journal  productions  coordi¬ 
nator,  and  Shelby  Smith,  Jr.  of  the  Noel  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  are  both 
capable  and  helpful  people  to  work  with  in  the 
complex  business  of  such  an  awesome  task. 

The  1981  Journal  will  be  red  with  the  United 
Methodist  symbol,  cross  and  flames,  screened 
onto  the  background. 

One  new  feature  of  the  1981  Journal  is  that  most 
retired  ministers  and  the  spouses  of  deceased 
ministers  will  have  listed  telephone  and  addresses. 
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Those  attending  the  orientation  session  were,  from  left 
(standing)  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  James  Richardson. 
Lynn  Richardson.  Spiller  Milton.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Dr.  J. 
J.  Caraway  and  Frank  Jones.  Those  seated  are  James 


Richardson.  Hulen  Warren.  John  Vining.  David  Trickett  and 
Jack  O’Dell. 

Not  Shown:  Richard  Behling,  Gary  Cook  and  Marjorie  Cook. 


By  LOUIS  SMITH 

Services  for  the  reopening  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  House  and  Museum  were  attended 
by  R.  Harlan  Garner  and  Louis  Smith  on 
May  24, 1981. 

Smith  and  Garner  are  from  the  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans. 

President  of  the  Methodist  Conference 
Dr.  Kenneth  C.  Greet  was  the  celebrant 
in  an  11  a  m.  service.  Joining  Greet  was 
Bishop  Ellis  Finger  of  the  Bishops’ 
Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Knoxville,  Tenn  ;  Dr.  Ronald  C.  Gibbons, 
an  associate  minister;  and  the  Rev. 
Keith  Whitaker  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

Gibbons  gave  the  message  for  the 
service  before  a  capacity  congregation. 

The  service  was  followed  by  a  tour  of 
the  church  and  grounds 
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‘Mobile  Ray’  health-care  service 
started  by  Broadmoor  couple 

A  Baton  Rouge  couple  provides  a 
needed  service  for  homebound  or  bedrid¬ 
den  people  in  need  of  X-rays  and  EKGs 

The  service  is  called  Mobile  Ray  and 
the  couple  is  Jack  and  Diane  Sanders. 

The  Sanders  are  members  of  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
and  started  the  service  three  years  ago 

Jack  is  a  registered  radiological  tech¬ 
nologist  and  he  and  Diane  run  the  service 
seven  days,  24  hours  a  day.  plus  have 
three  children. 

The  Sanders  saw  a  need  to  provide  in- 
home  care  so  persons  would  not  have  to 
go  to  a  hospital  for  X-rays,  lab  test,  pul¬ 
monary  functions  and  EKGs.  Their 
specially-equipped  van  is  also  designed 
to  do  work  at  an  industrial  facility. 

All  a  person  has  to  do  is  call  the  Mobile 
Ray  number  and  the  Sanders  will 
respond,  whether  it  be  in  the  person’s 
home  or  doctor’s  office.  The  person's 
doctor  is  contacted  for  approval  and  a 
written  report  is  sent  to  the  doctor  fol¬ 
lowing  any  tests. 

The  service,  approved  by  the  U.S. 

Health,  Education  and  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment,  operates  in  Baton  Rouge,  New 
Orleans  and  from  St.  Francisville  to 
Amite. 

Mobile  Ray  is  also  Medicare/Medicaid 
approved  and  accepts  direct  billing  to 
those  government  agencies. 

The  Sanders  can  be  reached  for  more 
information  by  writing  Mobile  Ray  of 
Baton  Rouge,  13827  Shady  Ridge  Ave., 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70816.  Or  call  (504  )  292- 
0856. 


Mt.  Nebo  celebrates  100  years 
with  Memorial  Day  service 


The  Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  celebrated  its  Centennial  Year 
with  a  special  Memorial  Day  service. 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  a  former  pastor  on 
the  charge,  preached  the  morning 
service.  McGuire  is  currently  the 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Monroe 
District 


Included  in  the  service  was  a  recently 
compiled  history  of  the  church 
researched  and  written  by  the  members 
Following  the  service,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  had  “dinner  on  the  grounds”  and 
toured  the  neighboring  cemetery  An 
afternoon  of  singing  completed  the  day’s 
activities. 


The  Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church  and  Cemetery 


The  Memorial  Day  services  are 
believed  to  have  begun  under  the 
ministry  of  the  Rev  J  W  Terry  in  191$. 
Since  that  time,  many  families  con¬ 
nected  with  the  church  through  member¬ 
ship  or  relatives  interred  in  the  cemetery 
have  returned  for  the  services 
Each  Memorial  Day,  the  two  sister 
churches  on  the  charge,  Downsville  and 
Bethel,  join  the  Mt  Nebo  congregation 
for  a  combined  service. 

The  Rev  James  R.  McLelland  is  the 
current  pastor. 
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The  University  Senate  should  clarify 
its  violation  of  open  meetings  policy 


When  United  Methodism’s  1980 
General  Conference  adopted  an  "Open 
Meeting"  resolution,  it  intended  that  all 
general  church  business  would  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  open  except  for  clearly- 
defined  types  of  business  which  could  be 
dealt  with  in  Executive  Session  <  see  text 
of  resolution  printed  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

The  University  Senate,  a  general 
church  agency  related  to  the  UMC’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  appears  to  have  violated  both  the 
'spirit  and  the  letter  of  this  open  meetings 
policy  by  closing  the  entire  portion  of  its 
recent  meeting  that  dealt  with  the 
evaluation  of  non-United  Methodist 
seminaries  (see  TM/UMR,  July  3).  In 
practical  terms,  the  issue  under 
discussion  was  whether  or  not  the 
training  by  each  non-UM  seminary  under 
review  would  qualify  a  given  school’s 
graduates  as  meeting  denominational 
requirements  for  ordination  into  the 
United  Methodist  ministry. 

University  Senate  officials  said  the 
session  was  closed  because  they  would  be 
dealing  with  information  "shared  in  con¬ 
fidentiality  by  the  schools."  However, 
the  open  meetings  policy  includes  no 
.such  "confidentiality"  provision. 

When  asked  specifically  to  state  the 
provision  under  which  the  meeting  was 
being  closed,  the  University  Senate’s 
leader  said  the  body  was  going  to  deal  with 
"personnel  matters." 

There  is  no  evidence,  however,  that 
personnel  matters  —  as  defined  in  the 
open  meetings  policy  —  were  discussed. 

Even  if  one  assumes  that  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  did  discuss  justifiably  con¬ 
fidential  "personnel  matters,"  it  is  virtu¬ 
ally  unbelievable  that  all,  or  even  most, 
of  what  was  said  during  the  entire  90- 
minute  session  was  of  such  a  nature. 
Were  there  not  portions  of  the  discussion 
and  debate  about  which  United  Method¬ 
ist  members  —  who  provide  both  direct 
and  indirect  financial  support  for  the  in¬ 
stitutions  represented  on  the  University 
Senate  —  have  a  right  to  know? 

The  apparent  violation  of  our  church’s 
open  meeting  policy  was  compounded  by 
the  lack  of  a  credible  report  on  what  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  closed  session.  The 
open  meeting  policy  clearly  states  that 
"A  report  on  the  results  of  a  closed 
session  is  to  be  made  as  soon  thereafter 
as  is  practicable."  A  press  conference 
was  held  following  the  closed  meeting, 
but  no  specifics  were  given  about  the 
debate  which  took  place  or  its  results. 
The  only  facts  released  were  that  an  un¬ 
disclosed  number  of  non-UM  theological 
schools  lost  their  approval  to  train  future 
United  Methodist  ministers  as  of  July  1. 
University  Senate  officials  said  th£y 
wanted  to  contact  the  schools  affected  by 
their  decisions  before  disclosing  their 
names  in  mid-July. 

We  consider  it  regrettable  that  the  1980 
General  Conference  found  it  necessary 
specifically  to  approve  an  open  meetings 
policy  in  order  to  insure  that  the  work  of 
United  Methodist  connectional  agencies 
would  be  conducted  in  an  open  manner. 
If  the  UMC’s  general  agencies  are  to 
serve  Christ  on  behalf  of  the  church's 
members,  they  must  be  willing  for  factual 
information  about  their  decisions  to  be 
shared  and  scrutinized  by  the  church’s 
membership.  An  unwillingness  to  share 
such  information  inevitably  causes  trust 
to  be  replaced  by  suspicion  that  some¬ 
thing  improper  is  being  done.  It  is  alto¬ 
gether  predictable  that  suspicion  will  be 
provoked  when  any  general  church  agen¬ 
cy  blatantly  ignores  a  policy  set  by  the 
church’s  General  Conference  only  a  year 
before. 

We  have  strong  reasons  to  believe  that 
the  decisions  made  by  the  University 


REPORTER- 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business.  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Donald  Small, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Sharon  Mielke,  Managing 
Editor;  Dan  Louis,  Joyce  Hopkins, 
Roy  Beck  and  John  Lovelace,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors;  Garlinda  Burton, 
Staff  Writer;  Production:  Bill 
Sybert,  General  Manager,  TM/UMR 
Productions;  George  Wilhelm, 
Printing  Plant  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  i  USPS9S4SOO ) 
is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St.. 
Dallas.  Texas  75212.  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidi¬ 
ary  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re¬ 
porter  maintains  no  official  relationship  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  any 
of  the  denominations  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publica¬ 
tion  for  44  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
which  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent 
editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers 
with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter  s  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO : 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214 )  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $7  00  per  year  for 
national  edition,  rates  for  Annual  Conference 
editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more 
subscriptions  to  the  national  edition,  available 
upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas,  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes 
to :  P  O  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


Senate  were  fair,  even-handed,  and  fully 
justifiable.  This  fact  makes  the  group's 
closed-meeting  decision  appear  all  the 
more  ill-conceived.  It  is  creating 
suspicion  of  actions  when  proper  disclo¬ 
sure  would,  in  all  likelihood,  have 
produced  broad  support  for  them. 

We  urge  the  leadership  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  and  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to  make 
an  immediate  and  detailed  report  of  the 
actions  taken  during  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate’s  recent  closed  meeting.  We  further 
urge  that  these  church  leaders  clarify 
why  they  chose  to  violate  the  church’s  of¬ 
ficial  policy  in  this  instance,  and  to 
assure  the  church's  members  that  they 
will  comply  with  this  "open  meetings" 
policy  in  the  future. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  UMC’s  open  meetings  policy  j 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  is  the 
"Open  Meetings"  policy  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  adopted  by  the  i960 
UMC  General  Conference,  (see 
editorial  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Whereas,  members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  public  at 
large  are  entitled  to  complete  and 
reliable  information  regarding  all 
decisions,  actions,  and  expenditures 
made  by  official  bodies  of  the  Church, 
Whereas,  communicators  have  the 
responsibility  for  reporting  decisions 
of  Church  bodies  accurately  and 
honestly,  reflecting  not  only  the 
decisions  made  but  also  the  context  in 
which  they  were  made, 

Be  It  Resolved,  that  all  meetings  of 
general  councils,  boards,  agencies, 
commissions,  and  committees  of  the 
Church  shall  be  open  to  news  media, 
both  church  and  public,  except  that 
portions  of  a  particular  meeting  may 
be  closed  for  consideration  of  certain 


specific  subjects  if  such  a  session  is 
authorized  by  at  least  a  three- 
quarters  majority  vote  of  duly  selec¬ 
ted  members  present  when  the  vote  is 
taken  in  public  session  and  entered  in 
the  minutes. 

Subjects  which  may  be  considered 
in  closed  session  are  limited  to  con¬ 
siderations  of  sale  or  purchase  of 
property,  personnel  matters  involving 
negotiation  of  salary  or  evaluation  of 
performance,  discussions  relating  to 
civil  litigation  or  collective  bargain¬ 
ing,  deliberations  of  the  Judicial 
Council,  and  deployment  of  security 
personnel  or  devices. 

A  report  on  the  results  of  a  closed 
session  is  to  be  made  as  soon  there¬ 
after  as  is  practicable. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  this 
resolution  shall  be  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  as  the  official 
policy  of  The  United  Methodist  Chur¬ 
ch  and  printed  in  the  1980  Book  of 
Resolutions. 


The  prophet’s  task  has  often  been 


To  the  Editor: 

Those  persons  so  outraged  by  Bishop 
Ault’s  characterization  as  "prophetic" 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  report 
on  the  early  directions  being  taken  by  the 
Reagan  Administration  demonstrate 
very  little  understanding  of  the  Biblical 
role  of  prophecy  (TM/UMR  letters,  June 
19).  The  prophet  (from  the  Greek  word 
prophetes  —  "to  speak  for")  has,  from 
the  beginnings  of  Israel,  been  intimately 
involved  in  politics.  The  prophet’s  task  in 
countless  instances  has  been  to  deliver 
the  word  of  God  into  the  midst  of 
political,  economic,  social  and  military 
crises.  One  can  hardly  conceive  of  a 
more  political  action  than  that  of  Moses 
marching  into  Egypt  with  the  demand 
that  the  pharoah  release  the  people  of 
Israel. 

To  question  the  right  of  a  spiritual 
leader  to  speak  to  the  critical  issues 
facing  a  society  is  to  misunderstand  so 
fundamentally  the  central  thrust  of  our 
entire  Judeo-Christian  ethical  heritage 
that  one  is  forced  to  wonder  what  Bible  is 
being  read  by  these  persons.  Certainly 
one  can  disagree  with  Bishop  Ault’s 
assessment,  or  with  the  views  of  the 
NCC,  but  it  is  incomprehensible  to  me 
that  one  can  claim  the  message  of  the 
scriptures  as  one’s  own  and  dispute  the 
right  of  our  churches  and  their  leaders  to 
be  heard  on  the  major  issues  being  faced 
by  our  society. 

Mr.  Miller  correctly  states  that  the 
people  have  not  commissioned  Bishop 
Ault  to  act  on  their  behalf.  Bishop  Ault’s 
commission  comes  from  a  higher  source 
than  even  the  people:  it  comes  from  God. 
It  is  the  same  commission  accepted  by 
Jesus  at  the  outset  of  his  ministry  and  by 
each  one  who  would  seek  to  minister  in 
his  name:  "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
me,  because  he  has  anointed  me  to 
preach  good  news  to  the  poor.  He  has 
sent  me  to  proclaim  release  to  the  cap¬ 
tives  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind, 
to  set  at  liberty  those  who  are  oppressed, 
to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord.”  (Luke 4: 18) 

Mr.  Getz,  in  calling  for  the  resignation 
of  Bishop  Ault,  tells  us  that  political  opin¬ 
ions  belong  in  the  political  arena  and 
should  not  be  heard  from  leaders  of  the 
church.  What  would  he  then  substitute 
for  all  of  those  prophetic  passages  from 
our  scriptures  which  call  kings  to  ac¬ 
count  for  their  actions,  which  establish 
the  dominion  of  God’s  rule  over  the 
governments  of  the  earth  and  which 
exalt  the  poor  while  condemning  the 
rich?  Or  does  he  not  understand  these  as 
political  actions? 

Bishop  Ault's  comments  and  the 
statement  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  grow  out  of  a  broad  understand¬ 
ing  and  application  of  the  Biblical  wit¬ 
ness.  I  am  profoundly  disturbed  that  the 
same  vision  is,  at  the  moment,  so  lacking 
in  the  mainstream  of  our  society.  There 
seems  to  be  a  new  "mean-spiritedness" 


in  America,  placing  self-interest  ahead 
of  loving  service  to  others.  And  even 
more  disturbing,  many  who  call  them¬ 
selves  Christians  see  no  contradiction  be¬ 
tween  what  they  proclaim  politically  and 
the  commandments  given  to  us  by  the 
one  we  call  Lord. 

Scott  Campbell 

East  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts 

Reporter  readers  share 
hope  and  encouragement 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  publish¬ 
ing  a  letter  that  I  wrote  to  you  a  few 
weeks  ago  (TM/UMR,  June  5).  In  it  I 
asked  for  Mrs.  Olga  Worrall’s  address 
because  my  husband  had  been  told  he 
had  a  terminal  illness. 

We  received  a  nice  reply  from  Mrs. 
Worrall  immediately  after  we  had  writ¬ 
ten  her,  but  more  importantly,  we 
received  letters  full  of  hope  and  encour¬ 
agement  from  Christian  people  all  over 
the  U.S.  What  an  uplift  these  letters  have 
been! 

We  feel  God  is  speaking  to  us  through 
these  caring  people.  One  man  even  came 
a  great  distance  to  our  home  to  person¬ 
ally  pray  and  "lay  hands"  on  my 
husband.  All  of  this  has  meant  so  much  to 
us!  My  husband  really  feels  God’s 
healing  power  at  work  in  his  life.  Praise 
God!  We  have  been  drawn  closer  to  God 
and  to  other  Christians  because  of  a  sim¬ 
ple  "cry  for  help." 

Mrs.  Don  Conner 
Sheldon,  Missouri 

‘When  the  dust  settles  — 
will  the  view  be  different?’ 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  been  watching,  praying,  and 
hoping  as  the  Reagan  Administration 
presses  its  program  through  Congress. 
Much  of  the  rhetoric  has  been  encourag¬ 
ing.  President  Reagan’s  dedication  to 
take  big  government  and  high  taxes  off  of 
"We  the  people"  is  a  hopeful  agenda. 

Any  sophomore  realizes  the  cost  of 
government  services  can  only  be 
reduced  by  changing  the  services,  or  the 
way  the  services  are  administered  and 
delivered.  We  also  can  grasp  the  concept 
that  the  "Social  Security  Benefits  Bal¬ 
loon"  has  been  inflated  beyond  any 
resonable  expectation  of  its  resiliency. 

When  the  cost-cutting  axes  fell,  and  the 
poor,  the  aged,  and  the  orphans  felt  deci¬ 
mated  and  abandoned,  people  of  sensitiv¬ 
ity  began  to  kick  up  the  dust.  "That’s  not 
what  we  had  in  mind,  Mr.  President." 
When  guns  become  a  priority  over  but¬ 
ter,  the  bread  molds  and  grows  stale ! 

We  will  need  to  be  patient.  Rome 
neither  rose  nor  fell  in  a  day.  We  will 
pray  that  bureaucracy  can  be  adjusted 
until  so  many  dollars  are  not  needed  to 
deliver  services  and  dollars  to  the  sick, 
the  naked,  the  oppressed,  the  deaf,  blind 
and  innocent. 

When  the  dust  settles  —  will  the  view 


On  The  TM/UMR  Beni  J 

Editor’s  career  is  living  link 
in  UMC  publications’  saga  , 


Do  you  remember  "Together" 
magazine’’  I'll  bet  that  thousands,  if  not 
tens  of  thousands  of  you,  can  answer 
"yes."  But  the  very  fact  that  the  question 
is  asked  underscores  the  reality  that  it 
has  been  nearly  eight  years  since  that 
magazine  died. 

As  its  news  editor.  I  was  a  pallbearer 
at  the  end  in  December  1973. 1  was  also  in 
the  delivery  room  in  January  1974, 
though,  when  Together’s  pocket-sized 
successor,  "United  Methodists  Today." 
published  its  first  issue. 

Eighteen  months  later  it,  too.  was 
dead.  Both  were  victims  of  many  things 
like  rapidly  increasing  postage  costs, 
high  costs  of  paper  and  printing,  and 
eventual  failure  of  bulk  sales  to  local 
churches.  In  a  phrase,  the  magazines  lost 
their  circulation  base. 

Last  month,  when  I  signed  onto  the 
staff  of  this  newspaper,  I  became  some¬ 
thing  of  a  link  between  those  days  of 
United  Methodist  general  periodicals 
and  these  days  of  this  newspaper  —  the 
nearest  thing  our  church  has  to  a  truly 
church-wide  communication  instrument 
today. 

As  a  native  Texan  I  always  felt  a  cer¬ 
tain  bemused  satisfaction  that  the  annual 
conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
were  promoting  and  pounding  away  with 
this  newspaper  in  the  late  '60s  and 
early  '70s.  There  was  a  certain  audacity 


Mr.  Lovelace 
that  one  region  of  the  church  would 
develop  unofficially  a  publication  for  the 
whole  church  which  the  General  Board  of 
Publication  had  decided  couldn’t, 
shouldn't,  be  done. 

Like  no  other  denomination  in  this 
country  and.  I  think,  like  no  other  one  in 
the  world,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  a  publication  for  the  church  at 
large.  It  needs  that  connection  to  say 
"here's  the  news,"  or  "here's  what  some 
people  think  about,  or  are  doing,  about 
the  issues  of  the  day,"  or  even  merely 
"here's  a  story  or  a  little  picture  we  think 
you'll  enjoy." 

It  needs  a  watchdog  publication  to  look 
in  on  the  church's  general  boards  and 
agencies  and  report  back  to  a  wide 
audience  on  how  decisions  are  made  and 
money  is  spent  across  the  church 
There's  no  one  else  to  do  it.  That's  one 
task  the  editors  here  set  about  to  accom¬ 
plish  years  ago,  and  they're  still  at  it. 

On  the  door  of  my  new  office  in  Dallas 
is  a  small  colored  picture  of  an  eagle's 
head.  He  was  given  to  me  by  my  "To¬ 
gether"  magazine  colleague,  Martha 
Lane,  before  she  left  the  staff.  The  eagle, 
she  said,  symbolized  the  news  editor  — 
ever  on  the  watch.  That's  the  job  of 
nationally-circulated,  general  religious 
publications,  and  I'm  glad  to  be  a  link  be¬ 
tween  the  past  and  the  present 

-JOHN  A  LOVELACE 


be  different?  Will  the  rules-change 
change  the  game?  The  players  are  differ¬ 
ent,  but  it  is  beginning  to  look  like  the 
same  old  dusty  game ! 

Gilbert  E.  Hoffman 
Grove  City,  Pennsylvania 

June  5th  issue  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  your  editorial  in  the  June  5 
issue  condemning  the  lone  vote  of  the 
U.S.  against  the  World  Health  Organiza¬ 
tion  code  for  the  marketing  of  infant  for¬ 
mula,  and  also  for  Mark  Umbreit’s  ar¬ 
ticle  opposing  capital  punishment. 

I  also  applaud  Richard  Gillespie’s  arti¬ 
cle  defending  our  church  boards  for  ap¬ 
plying  the  Christian  Gospel  to  social 
issues,  Sharon  Mielke’s  explanation  of 
the  ACLU  suit  against  the  Arkansas 
"creationism"  law,  and  Roy  Howard 
Beck’s  forthright  article  on  church 
opposition  to  Ernest  Lefever’s  nomi¬ 
nation. 

I  was  appreciative  of  Edwin 
Maynard’s  quotation  of  Kenneth  Greet’s 
statement  at  John  Wesley’s  conversion 
place:  "For  Wesley,  holiness  was  not 
just  a  personal  thing  but  a  social  thing  as 
well,”  and  his  call  for  a  joint  ecumenical 
witness  against  the  demonic  madness  of 
the  continuing  arms  race. 

Your  June  5th  issue  was  very  per¬ 
tinent!  Lee  H.  Ball 

Ardsley,  New  York 

F nil  force  of  the  gospel 
would  destroy  UMC  program 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article  by 
Richard  Gillespie  headlined  "A  healthy 
UMC  will  keep  to  its  historic  evangelistic 
traditions”  (TM/UMR,  June  5).  If  you 
were  to  confront  the  world  with  the  "full 
force  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,"  the 
program  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  we  know  it  today  would  be  totally 
destroyed.  I  for  one  hope  you  do  just  that. 

It  is  time  that  Bible-believing  United 
Methodists  stand  on  their  God-given 
authority  to  reclaim  the  churches  across 
this  nation  and  around  the  world  for 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  men  and  women 
who  devoted  their  time,  talents  and 
money  to  build  them  to  proclaim  the 

g0Spel'  W.  Testa 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Pastor’s  leadership  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Feeling  full  of  admiration  and  respect 
for  the  great  leadership  of  Pastor  Ralph 
Lord  Roy,  I  want  to  share  it  with  your 
readers  and  members  of  our  congrega¬ 
tion  and  what  it  means  to  all  of  us. 

Pastor  Roy  reaches  everyone,  young 
and  old,  shut-ins,  handicapped,  needy 
and  lonely  —  both  by  his  personal  com¬ 
munications  and  his  telephone  ministry. 
His  every  sermon,  his  programs  and  ser¬ 
vices  are  soul-satisfying  and  inspiring. 
Since  his  coming  to  our  congregation, 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Farmington,  New  Mexico 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  525  member- 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Farmington. 
New  Mexico  (New  Mexico  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Farmington,  we 
say  "Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor." 


Here  I  Stand 

Church  membership 
should  require  more 
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By  JAMES  P.  ARCHIBALD 

"If  you’re  a  member  of  the  church,  you 
don't  have  to  pay  to  use  it  for  a  wedding, 
so  I  joined."  ‘T've  been  a  Methodist  all 
my  life,  but  I  haven’t  gone  to  church  for 
years."  Remarks  like  these,  heard  in 
many  quarters,  are  an  indication  of  the 
status  of  church  membership  in  the  minds 
of  too  many  people,  and  may  bear 
some  relationship  to  our  church’s 
declining  numbers. 

The  traditional  membership  vows  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  indicate  a 
total  commitment,  but  in  practice  — 
because  these  vows  are  not  seriously  con¬ 
sidered  —  a  person  can  become  a  church 
member  without  making  any  commit¬ 
ment  of  time,  money,  or  ability. 
Frequently,  in  fact,  people  respond  to  an 


in  politics 


membership  has  been  on  the  rise.  Things 
are  happening  to  our  church;  he  is 
making  everything  "come  together." 
Our  church  has  lost  ministers  by  trans¬ 
fer,  and  sadly,  others  have  gone  home  to 
God.  Many  of  us  have  floundered  in  our 
quest  for  God’s  grace,  but  now,  through 
the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  many  of  us 
are  experiencing  spiritual  growth  and 
thereby,  happiness. 

It  makes  one  wonder  how  many  of  us 
truly  appreciate  our  pastors  —  their  long 
hours  and  hard  work,  their  ups  and 
downs,  some  days  not  feeling  quite  up  to 
par,  their  personal  problems,  and  yet, 
they  are  always  there  to  listen  and  care! 

We  offer  prayers  for  them  and  their 
families,  that  they  will  continue  to  serve 
God  with  us  and  through  us  and  help  us  to 
grow  spiritually  and  with  enthusiasm 
(God  within). 

This  is  my  tribute  and  I  trust,  that  of 
our  church  family,  not  only  in  our  com¬ 
munity,  but  everywhere,  for  all 
ministers. 

Helen  L.  Dodge 
Meriden,  Connecticut 

UMR  article  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

The  attitude  shown  toward  the  military 
by  Associate  Editor  Joyce  Hopkins  in  her 
article  on  chaplains  (TM/UMR,  May  29) 
is  disturbing  in  one  who  is  supposedly 
aware  of  how  the  world  works. 

She  apparently  considers  members  of 
the  military  to  be  social  outcasts,  hardly 
'  to  be  tolerated,  and  beneath  the  respect 
of  decent  people  because  they  "are 
trained  to  wage  war."  For  her  informa¬ 
tion,  members  of  the  military  are  trained 
to  wage  peace  by  deterring  war,  but  as 
an  essential  part  of  that  deterrence,  they 
are  prepared  to  fight,  and  win,  if  deter¬ 
rence  fails. 

Except  for  the  efforts  of  the  U.S. 
military  that  she  seems  to  despise,  Hitler 
would  have  ruled  the  world  in  the  1940s 
and  the  Soviet  Union  might  well  be 
doing  so  now.  Is  that  what  she  wants? 

Ray  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 


emotional  altar  call,  join  the  church,  and 
are  never  heard  from  again.  The  result  is 
that  our  membership  statistics  are 
meaningless,  the  public  image  of  the 
church  is  degraded,  and  —  worst  of  all  — 
an  increasing  number  of  people  never 
know  the  blessings  of  meaningful  church 
membership.  We  should  do  better! 

Church  membership  should  be  for  a 
specified  period  of  time,  not  indefinitely! 
There  is  no  other  organizational  affili¬ 
ation  that  we  have  that  is  forever.  You 
can’t  be  a  member  of  a  professional 
society,  a  community  organization,  a 
fraternal  group,  or  even  a  country  club, 
unless  you  renew  your  commitment 
periodically  and  give  some  support  or 
evidence  of  interest.  If  we  believe  the 
church  to  be  a  significant  force  for  good, 
why  do  we  allow  membership  in  it  to  be 
so  cheap?  Why  do  we  make  membership 
so  difficult  to  terminate?  If  a  person’s 
priorities  change,  why  do  we  insist  that 
they  haven’t  by  keeping  him  on  the  books 
anyway,  counting  him  the  same  as  we  do 
a  deeply  committed  person?  If  a  back¬ 
slider  is  counted  the  same  as  a  devoted 
member,  what  meaning  can  the  numbers 
have? 

Membership  should  have  some  specific 
financial  requirements.  Jesus  never 
called  anyone  to  be  a  church  member, 
but  He  constantly  appealed  to  people  to 
be  disciples.  This  means  that  He  called 
people  to  a  disciplined  lifestyle,  wherein 
they  made  demands  upon  themselves 
and  therefore  were  productive  in  the 
establishment  of  His  Kingdom. 

One  membership  requirement  should 
be  a  financial  pledge  that  represents  a 
proportion  of  the  person’s  income.  A  per¬ 
son  cannot  be  a  part  of  any  team  without 
sharing  the  responsibility  of  the  entire 
team.  If  the  church  is  to  be  a  team  that 
God  can  depend  upon,  we  ought  not  allow 
a  few  persons  to  carry  the  entire  load. 
How  tragic  it  is  that,  in  many  churches, 
80  percent  of  the  budget  is  contributed  by 
20  percent  of  the  people!  Other  organiza¬ 
tions  in  our  society  have  higher  stan¬ 
dards  than  the  church  in  this  regard. 

Attendance  is  also  a  reasonable  ex¬ 
pectation.  Membership  implies  that  a 
person  is  a  part  of  the  church’s  ministry 
and  is  interacting  with  other  people  in 
doing  God's  work.  The  Sunday  worship 
service  is  only  one  activity  in  most  church 
calendars,  but  it  should  be  seen  as  the 
time  when  all  segments  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  are  drawn  together  to  be  energized 
for  a  week  of  service.  This  is  the  time 
when  the  church  gathers  and  then  scat¬ 
ters  to  serve.  What  happens  in  every 
phase  of  each  member’s  personal  life 
should  be  influenced  by  this  regular  ex¬ 
perience  qf...  worship  with  other 
Christians. 

Each  person  has  a  different  set  of  abili¬ 
ties,  and  therefore  his  unique  gifts  should 
be  considered  and  utilized  as  he  lives  out 
his  church  relationship.  If  he  is  merely 
part  of  the  "audience,"  he  never  feels  the 
satisfaction  of  those  who  are  a  part  of  a 
shared  ministry. 

If  we  have  a  doctrine  of  church  Jiat  in¬ 
cludes  a  priesthood  of  all  believers,  ought 
we  not  to  seek  to  understand  church 
membership  as  a  ministry  and  ask  each 
member  to  make  specific  commitments 
that,  in  turn,  will  bring  them  the  joy  of 
Christian  discipleship! 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contrib¬ 
utor,  the  Rev.  James  P.  Archibald,  is 
pastor  of  the  Good  Shepherd  UMC  in 
Silver  Springs.  Maryland  (Baltimore 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "Here  I 
Stand."  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


qecir  bp  for  f 

Fall  is  just  around  the  corner,  but  you 
still  have  time  to  order  new  adult 
curriculum  resources  to  begin  the  quar¬ 
ter.  Start  a  Bible  survey  class  or  launch  a 
new  group  for  in-depth  Bible  Study. 

Organize  a  class  to  examine  the  develop¬ 
mental  stages  of  adulthood  and  God’s 
guidance  in  helping  us  grow  through  life 
experiences.  Or,  show  groups  how  Chris¬ 
tian  response  to  social  problems  can 
effect  change  in  the  world. 

Use  the  order  blank  or  stop  by  your 
nearest  Cokesbury  Bookstore.  But 

hurry,  so  you’ll  be  set  for  fall.  ___ 

P  394-IMR 

_ Genesis  to  Revelation — Book  1 :  Genesis 

Student  Book.  Order  \o.  9671.  1.25 

Teacher  Book.  Order  No.  9682.  1.60 

_ Ages  A  Staget:  Chrialian  Adulthood— Book  I 

For  student.  and  leader*.  Order  No.  6792.  1.50 

_ Faith  Meet.  Faith— Book  I 

For  .tudenl  and  leader..  Order  No.  9261.  1.25 

Prices  subject  I o  change.  Transportation  extra.  Add 
sales  lax  where  applicable. 

I  CHI 

SEND  TO _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ 

_  Payment  enclosed  _  Open  an  account  [ 

~  Charge  my  Coke.bury  Account  # _ 


YES'.  tTe  want  to  use  the  new  adult  studies.  Please 
send  the  resources  indicated  below. 

How  Many? 

_ Adult  Sampler  l  include,  .ample,  of  all  the  following. 

eicept  the  Teacher'.  Book  and  ca..ette.for  Book,  of  the 
Bible  i  Can  be  returned  undamaged  for  credit  within  45 
day.  of  order: 

Order  No.  5115.  5.95 

_ Book,  of  the  Bible:  A  Survey  of  the  Old  and  New 

Student  Book.  Order  No,  9636,  1.25 

Teaching  Kit  with  Teacher  Book  Order  No.  9625. 

24.95 
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Annual  rites  yield 
five  new  amendments, 
aid  for  Pacific  Homes 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

When  United  Methodists  convene  in 
their  73  regional  bases  known  as  annual 
conferences,  their  differences  tend  to  be 
more  obvious  than  their  similarities. 

During  the  1981  sessions  which  lasted 
from  early  May  to  late  June,  only  two 
topics  seemed  constant:  Pacific  Homes 
and  constitutional  amendments. 

Amendments  gain  approval 

It’s  easier  to  discuss  the  latter  first. 
Conferences  apparently  ratified  five 
amendments  approved  by  the  1980 
General  Conference.  Those  amend¬ 
ments,  in  turn,  become  official  if  they 
receive  an  affirmative  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  aggregate  members  present  and 
voting  at  annual  conferences. 

The  amendments  provide  for  specific 
disciplinary  references  to  the  office  of 
district  lay  leader  and  to  the  president  or 
equivalent  officer  of  the  conference  young 
adult  organization,  mention  the  Virgin 
Islands  and  U.S.  territories  in  the  Pacific 
region  in  listings  of  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences,  specify  central  conferences  under 
episcopal  supervision,  and  delete  refer¬ 
ences  to  The  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  and  The  Methodist  Church  in 
temporary  legislation  needed  to  carry 
out  the  1968  union  of  the  two  denomina¬ 
tions  into  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Unlike  the  constitutional  amendments, 
Pacific  Homes  got  plenty  of  publicity  and 
attention.  All  annual  conferences  have 
been  informed  about  the  plan  by  which 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  through  a  loan,  will  bail  out  the 
bankrupt  system  of  homes  and  hospitals 


Ide  n  tity  gaffes 
add  am  usement 

Lookalikes,  real  or  imagined, 
provided  some  amusement  at  two 
United  Methodist  1981  annual 
conference  sessions. 

In  South  Carolina  a  local  newspaper 
reported  dropped  by  the  conference 
press  room  to  pick  up  a  copy  of  the 
latest  news  release.  She  then  used 
that  release  as  the  basis  for  a  story  in 
the  next  day’s  paper.  The  story  told  of 
the  annual  conference  nominating  a 
candidate  for  bishop,  naming  several 
hundred  persons  to  conference  boards 
and  agencies  and  taking  other 
actions 

The  problem  was  that  the  “latest" 
press  release  was  actually  from  the 
1980  session.  It  was  being  used  by  a 
press  room  typist  as  a  model  for 
preparing  1981  releases 

In  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference  a  woman  addressed 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  as  “Bishop 
Ault  "  He  replied,  “Don’t  worry  about 
it,  Dorothea,  we  all  look  alike.” 

Bishop  James  Ault  served  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  until  1980,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference.  Bishop 
Skeete  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1980  and  assigned  to  Eastern 
Pennsylvania.  Bishop  Ault  is  white; 
Bishop  Skeete  is  black. 


which  faced  multi-million-dollar  lawsuits 
involving  life  care  for  home  residents. 

All  help  Pacific  &  Southwest 

Annual  conferences  were  encouraged 
to  extend  either  outright  gifts  or  interest- 
free  loans  to  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference.  And  all  73  respon¬ 
ded.  Newscope,  the  weekly  newsletter 
which  gathers  annual  conference  in¬ 
formation,  reported  that  22  conferences 
made  gifts  totaling  $623,073.  Another  47 
conferences  approved  interest-free  loans 
totaling  $1,439,169.  Total  commitment 
from  those  69  conferences  is  $2,062,242 
Another  two  conferences  are  planning 
special  offerings  for  Pacific  Homes;  one 
conference  left  its  response  up  to  volun¬ 
tary  offerings  by  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  the  73rd  conference  left  its 
decision  to  a  fall  meeting  of  its  council  on 
finance  and  administration. 

The  $2  million  promised  in  loans  or  gifts 
equaled  the  goal  sought  by  an  ad  hoc 
committee  chaired  by  Bishop  Edward  L. 
Tullis  of  Nashville.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  $12  million  which  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  conference  expects  to  raise  (see 
TM/UMR  July  3).  Largest  loans  were 
$79,777  from  the  Florida  conference  and 
$79,702  from  the  Virginia  conference, 
largest  gift  was  $65,000  from  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference. 

Few  commonalities  observed 

Go  beyond  the  two  total-church  topics, 
though,  and  the  commonalities  run  thin. 
Newscope,  as  a  part  of  its  annual  survey, 
asked  conferences  to  report  on  cross- 
racial  appointments,  plans  to  establish 
new  churches,  and  major  staff  or  struc¬ 
tural  changes. 

Newscope  editor,  the  Rev.  J.  Richard 
Peck  told  TM/UMR  that  there  is  a  major 
trend  toward  establishing  new  churches. 
Several  conferences  designated  specific 
amounts,  often  into  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars,  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Peck  said 
there  seems  to  be  not  much  change  in 
conference  staff  or  structure  and  only 
scattered  examples  of  cross-racial 
pastoral  appointments. 

Ministerial  pensions  continue  high  on 
the  agenda  of  many  conferences.  Several 
are  in  the  midst  of  multi-year  campaigns 
to  fund  past  years’  service.  Major 
programs  announced  in  1981  include 
Oklahoma  conference  seeking  to  raise  $7 
million  in  three  years,  Louisville  con¬ 
ference  seeking  $6  million  in  three  years, 
and  New  Mexico  conference  seeking  $5 
million.  Several  are  reporting  success 
stories.  West  Michigan  conference  heard 
that  it  has  raised  $3.6  million  on  a  goal  of 
only  $3.5  million. 

Membership  continues  to  drop 

As  the  map  on  this  page  indicates, 
United  Methodist  membership  church¬ 
wide  continued  to  drop.  In  1980  the  drop 
was  65,149  to  a  new  membership  total  of 
9,519,622.  But  statisticians  noted  that  this 
was  the  second  smallest  drop  in  the  past 
decade. 

The  five  worst  percentage  losers  were 
Southern  New  England  (—2.3%),  South 
Indiana  (—2.2%),  West  Virginia 
( —2.0%),  Northern  New  Jersey  ( -2.0%) 
and  Oregon-Idaho  (-19%). 

At  least  five  annual  conferences  made 
plans  to  move  their  headquarters.  Con¬ 


Non-geographl 
confcrrncet 
i  all  gainers  i 


ces  added  members 


Only  14  of  73  eonferen 

Most  of  the  membership  good  news 
in  1980  came  from  the  nine  vibrant 
annual  conferences  clustered  on  both 
ends  of  the  Gulf  Coast  The  Texas 
conference  led  the  way.  adding  3,829. 
Florida  gained  2,477. 

All  three  non-geographic  confer¬ 
ences  posted  gains:  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  (+3.73%),  Red  Bird  Mis¬ 
sionary  in  Appalachia  (+1.77%)  and 


the  Hispanic  Rio  Grande  (+1.47%). 
Outside  the  Sun  Belt,  only  Rocky 
Mountain  and  Kentucky  increased 
their  numbers. 

Conferences  marked  with  stripes 
on  the  map  lost  members  but  still 
performed  better  than  the  denomina¬ 
tion  as  a  whole  which  lost  0.68 
percent  to  fall  to  9.51  million. 


Losers  j  }0.7-1.4%~ 


Conference  boundaries - 


Slate  lines  not  used 

for  conference  boundaries 
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struction  began  in  early  June  on  a  $1.5 
million  conference  center  for  the 
Louisiana  conference.  South  Carolina 
members  approved  plans  for  a  $750,000 
office  building  at  Columbia  College  in 
Spartanburg.  Peninsula  conference  is 
replacing  two  100-year-old  houses  with  a 
$415,000  office  building.  North  Alabama 
conference  is  moving  into  a  new 
coliseum  at  Birmingham-Southern 
College.  But  New  York  conference  voted 
to  sell  its  23-acre  conference  center. 

Conference  holding  sessions  on  related 
school’s  campuses  were  only  one  evidence 
of  ongoing  United  Methodist  interests 
in  higher  education.  South  Dakota  con¬ 
ference  launched  an  $800,000  campaign 
to  build  a  chapel  and  fine  arts  building  at 
Dakota  Wesleyan  University.  Little  Rock 
conference  is  raising  $800,000  for  scholar¬ 
ships  at  Hendrix  College.  And  Tennessee 
conference  approved  a  three-year  $2 
million  capital  funds  campaign  for  Mar¬ 
tin  College. 

Pacific  Homes  has  been  the  big  health¬ 
care  concern  for  United  Methodists  for 
several  years,  but  several  annual  con¬ 
ferences  showed  their  continued  par¬ 
ticipation  in  that  ministry  closer  to 
home.  Among  those  were  Wyoming  con¬ 
ference,  which  approved  a  $1.5  million 
drive  to  construct  an  80-bed  nursing  unit 
at  one  retirement  center,  and  Central 
Illinois  conference  which  agreed  to  raise 
$351,000  to  help  build  a  $1.7  million  50-unit 
addition  to  a  retirement  home 

Camps  get  special  attention 

Camps  got  special  attention  in  several 
conferences.  Oklahoma  conference  ap¬ 
proved  plans  to  build  a  half-million- 
dollar  lodge  at  its  Canyon  Camp,  but 
Kansas  East  conference  voted  to  close  its 
Forest  Park  camp  in  Topeka  for  at  least 
three  years.  The  Kansas  East  conference 


edition  of  the  Reporter  admitted  that 
debate  on  this  closing  was  “very  con¬ 
fusing." 

At  least  a  dozen  annual  conferences 
adopted  resolutions  expressing  sym¬ 
pathy  and  dismay  over  the  disap¬ 
pearance  and  deaths  of  black  youths  in 
Atlanta. 

The  Central  and  Northern  New  York 
conferences  failed  to  gain  the  two-thirds 
majorities  needed  to  approve  merging 
the  two  conferences.  North  Arkansas  and 
Little  Rock  conferences,  while  not  voting 
on  the  question,  agreed  to  keep  the 
merger  question  open. 

Resolutions  reflect  1981  issues 

At  least  another  half-dozen  took  stands 
opposing  and  expressing  disappointment 
in  federal  budget  cuts  proposed  by  the 

Bishops  urged  to  take 
‘‘visible  leadership ’ 
on  El  Salvador  aid 

MADISON,  Wise.  —  Bishops  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  are  being  urged  by  two  juris¬ 
dictional  groups  to  exert  “visible  leader¬ 
ship  .  beyond  letter  writing"  to  per¬ 
suade  U.S.  decisionmakers  to  cease 
military  aid  to  the  junta  in  El  Salvador. 

The  executive  committees  of  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  Town  and  Country 
Association  and  the  Jurisdiction  Urban 
Network  approved  sending  letters  to  the 
bishops  at  their  meeting  last  week  here 
The  groups  noted  that  after  many  church 
resolutions  and  constituency  mail  to 
members  of  Congress  which  has  run  9-1 
against  the  military  aid,  "hundreds  of  El 
Salvadorans  have  died”  as  the  U.S.  aid 
continues. 


Reagan  administration.  Western  North 
Carolina  conference  asked  for  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  protest  from  United 
Methodists  of  proposed  budget  cuts  that 
"demand  an  intolerable  sacrifice  from 
low  income  people.”  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  conference  expressed  strong 
disapproval  of  the  administration’s  "in- 


Advocacy  for  poor  people  fulfills  dual  calling 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

HUNTINGDON,  Tenn.  -  When  the 
lady  entered  the  office  of  the  Rev.  Roy 
Herron  here,  she  was  mad  —  really  mad. 

Her  children  had  been  taken  from  her, 
and  she  wanted  Mr.  Herron  —  who’s  also 
a  lawyer  with  West  Tennessee  Legal 
Services  —  to  get  them  back. 

“I  was  doubtful  that  I  could  do 
anything  legally  to  help  her.  The  children 
were  in  another  state.  All  I  could  say 
was,  I  hear  you.’  She  reached  out  and 
took  my  hand  and  cried,"  he  recalled. 

At  times  like  this  Mr.  Herron’s  two 
callings  —  as  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  as  an  attorney  —  come 
together. 

People  often  ask  him  whether  the  two 
professions  conflict,  and  it  bothers  him  a 
little  that  they  would  think  so. 

As  a  lawyer  working  through  the 
seven-year-old  federally-funded  Legal 
Services  Corp.,  Mr.  Herron  believes  he  is 
fulfilling  the  biblical  mandate  to  help  the 
poor. 


Legal  Services,  established  in  1974, 
contracts  with  323  local  legal  aid 
programs  across  the  country  to  provide 
representation  in  civil  cases  for  the 
nation's  poor. 

What  distinguishes  it  from  public 
defender  programs  is  that  the  Legal 
Service  Corp.  limits  its  lawyers  to 
handling  only  civil  cases,  whereas  public 
defenders  work  includes  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  Herron  completed  Vanderbilt 
University’s  new  law-divinity  program 
last  year  as  one  of  its  first  two  graduates. 
The  Vanderbilt  program  takes  five  years 
and  gives  its  graduates  degree  in  both 
fields,  a  good  combination,  Mr.  Herron 
believes. 

"Throughout  the  Bible  the  demand  for 
justice  is  heard  again  and  again,  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments.  God’s  people 
are  to  seek  justice,"  he  said. 

In  Mr.  Herron’s  West  Tennessee  Legal 
Services  office,  he  and  three  other 
lawyers  each  have  an  average  caseload 
of  from  35  to  40  clients  at  a  given  time. 


Typical  cases  include  family-related 
litigation,  such  as  adoption,  custody, 
spouse  abuse  and  divorce  cases.  Other 
areas  include  juvenile  hearings,  income 
maintenance  —  which  can  include  social 
security,  veterans  benefits  and  workers 
compensation  —  and  individual  rights 
which  range  from  mental  health  and 
prisoners'  rights  to  immigration/ 
naturalization  and  physically  disabled 
persons’  rights  cases. 

"I  didn’t  realize  it  when  I  went  to  work 
for  Legal  Services,  but  a  lot  of  my  job  is 
law  enforcement,”  Mr.  Herron  said. 

"Law  enforcement  in  this  case  refers 
to  civil  laws,  such  as  housing  codes,"  he 
said.  As  an  example  of  the  sort  of  cases 
he  handles,  he  mentioned  helping  people 
who  have  been  illegally  evicted.  By 
taking  such  cases  to  court,  he  gets 
landlords  to  obey  local  housing  laws 
which  govern  when  a  person  may  be 
legally  evicted. 

Critics  of  the  program  have  argued, 
however,  that  Legal  Services  lawyers 


Roy  Herron 


e  in  the  news. 


Lara  Teeter,  son  of  Ardmore  (OK)  District  Superintendent 
Bonner  Teeter,  is  wowing  audiences  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  with  his  portrayal  of  the  rambunctious  Will  Parker  in 
a  touring  production  of  Rogers  and  Hammerstein’s 
"Oklahoma !  ”  which  will  run  through  January. 

A  native  of  Oklahoma  City,  Mr.  Teeter  made  his  dramatic 
debut  as  a  student  at  Edison  Junior  High  School  when  he 
played  the  scarecrow  in  the  school’s  production  of  "The 
Wizard  of  Oz."  After  that,  he  was  cast  as  the  lead  in  several 
high  school  productions. 

He  attended  UM-related  Oklahoma  City  University  where, 
he  said,  "My  teachers  helped  me  grow  as  a  person  as  well  as 
develop  my  talent.  Even  when  I  was  a  freshman,  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  be  on  stage. "  He  received  a  bachelor’s  degree  in 
1978.  and  went  on  to  do  shows  in  Connecticut  and  Atlanta  He 
was  performing  at  the  Wichita  (Kan.)  Summer  Musical  when 
the  director  of  the  New  York  City  Opera  dropped  in  to  see  the 
show.  He  was  much  impressed  by  Mr.  Teeter’s  work,  so  much 
so.  that  days  later  Mr.  Teeter  was  cast  in  the  opera’s 
production  of  “Naughty  Marietta,”  starring  Beverly  Sills. 

His  credits  include  “Happy  New  Year,"  “Godspell," 
“You're  a  Good  Man.  Charlie  Brown”  and  the  title  role  in 
“George  M  !” 


Lara  Teeter 


also  file  politically  motivated  lawsuits. 
While  fewer  than  one  percent  of  all  Legal 
Services  lawsuits  have  been  class 
actions,  critics  point  to  political 
implications  in  some  subsequent  court 
rulings  in  those  suits.  Two  such  cases 
have  resulted  in  payment  of  legally 
mandated  welfare  benefits  and  free 
public  education  for  children  of  illegal 
aliens. 

Mr.  Herron  also  is  an  advocate  for  the 
poor  with  his  pen.  In  an  open  letter  to 
Tennessee  Senators  Howard  Baker  and 
Jim  Sasser  published  in  a  Nashville 
newspaper,  he  seeks  their  support  for  the 
re-authorization  of  the  Legal  Services 
act.  This  is  needed  to  extend  the  program 
beyond  Sept.  30,  the  end  of  the  1981 
federal  fiscal  year. 

The  program,  he  says,  faces  a  possible 
presidential  veto  and  a  probable  funding 
cut  even  if  it  survives  Congress.  The 
House  of  Representatives  has  passed  a 
re-authorization  bill. 

Mr.  Herron  will  take  his  background 
with  Legal  Services  and  as  a  minister 
back  to  Vanderbilt  next  spring  where  he 
will  teach  a  course  in  the  Divinity  School 
on  “Justice,  Ministry  and  Advocacy.” 
Although  tailored  especially  for  law  and 
theology  students,  it  will  be  open  to  all 
graduate  students. 


tention  to  accelerate  the  production  of 
weapons  of  destruction  at  the  sacrifice  of 
vital  human  service.”  Rocky  Mountain 
conference  opposed  further  development 
and  potential  deployment  of  proposed 
MX  missiles,  particularly  since  part  of 
the  deployment  area  for  such  missiles 
lies  within  conference  boundaries. 


TV  campaigner  says 
he  has  call  from  God 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Four  days  earlier,  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Wildmon  had  captured  national  media 
attention  with  his  press  conference  in 
Washington.  He  had  caught  everyone  off 
guard  by  announcing  that  the  Coalition 
for  Better  Television,  which  he  heads, 
had  cancelled  plans  to  boycott 
companies  which  sponsor  television 
programs  the  coalition  thinks  are  too 
heavy  with  sex,  violence,  and  profanity 
(see  TM/UMR,  July  3). 

Now  this  United  Methodist  minister 
was  back  in  his  office  in  Tupelo,  Miss. 
The  phones  were  still  ringing  and 
reporters  were  still  requesting 
interviews,  but  he  excused  himself  to  go 
to  a  quieter  place  where  he  could  talk 
with  TM/UMR. 

“We  made  the  right  decision,"  he  said, 
referring  to  the  decision  to  hold  off  on  the 
boycott.  “We  knew  what  we  could  do  in 
the  marketplace  and  how  effective  a 
boycott  could  be.  The  executive  vice 
president  of  the  American  Association  of 
Advertising  Agencies  was  quoted  the 
next  day  in  the  Baltimore  Sun  as  saying 
we  could  have  done  a  great  bit  of  damage 
in  the  marketplace.  We  had  the  money 
and  the  people  and  the  knowhow. 

“We  knew  what  we  were  doing.  We 
were  trying  to  be  reasonable  people.  Our 
Christian  heritage  tells  us  we  must  be 
patient  and  reasonable  and  long 
suffering  as  possible. 

“I  was  raised  in  the  Methodist  church 
under  very  devout  Christian  parents. 
Early  in  my  life  —  I  don’t  usually  use  this 
language  because  most  reporters  won’t 
understand  me  —  early  in  my  life  I 
discovered  who  God  was.  God  told  me  He 
had  something  for  me  to  do.  I  know  I’m 
not  the  only  person  he  said  things  like 
that  to,  but  I  struggled  for  several  years 
to  know  what  it  was. 

“I’ve  never  said  this  publicly,  but  for 
the  last  20  years  the  Lord  prepared  me 
for  this.  I  know  my  theology;  I’ve  been  to 
seminary  at  Emory.  But  everything  that 
I  have  done  —  although  I  didn’t 
understand  at  the  time  —  has  been  a 
unique  preparation  for  this  particular 
job. 

“I  was  38  when  I  realized  what  my  job 
was.  I’m  43  now.  But  I  had  been  uniquely 
aware  of  the  spread  of  pornography  and 
the  breakdown  of  the  Judeo-Christian 
moral  tradition  And  one  night  I  sat  down 
and  watched  television,  and  I  knew  this 
was  what  God  wanted  me  to  do.  ” 

He  paused  slightly  in  what  had  been  a 
steady  stream  of  response,  then 
continued:  "My  enemies  are  going  to  rip 
me  apart  for  saying  these  things.  But  I'm 
God  s  child.  I  don’t  care.  This  is  my 


mission,  my  purpose,  what  I  believe  in." 

What  background  did  he  have  in  broad¬ 
casting?  None,  he  answered,  except  that 
he  had  hung  around  radio  stations  and  he 
knew  broadcasting  had  great  potential. 
"I  started  school  at  Mississippi  State  in 
journalism  and  intended  to  be  a 
journalist  before  the  Lord  told  me 
otherwise.  He  and  I  had  some  words 
about  preaching,  and  I  got  into  the 
ministry.  I’m  still  in  the  ministry." 

This  reporter  interrupted  to  ask,  "Who 
are  your  enemies  that  you  mentioned 
earlier?”  Mr  Wildmon  replied,  "Maybe 
I  used  the  wrong  word.  But  I’m  thinking 
of  very  high  network  officials  and 
producers  in  Hollywood.  I  have  no 
animosity  against  them  personally.  They 
just  come  from  a  different  value  system 
than  Ido” 

Where  does  he  go  from  here?  “We're  in 
a  lot  of  dialogue  We’re  writing 
advertisers  to  let  them  know  where  we 
are  coming  from.  Most  already  know 
this.  We  are  trying  to  convince  them  that 
we  didn’t  walk  off  (from  the  boycott) 
because  we  were  afraid  but  because  we 
are  reasonable  people.  We  are  saying  to 
them,  ‘If  we  can  help  you  in  any  way,  let 
us  know  '  ’’ 

What  kind  of  support  has  he  gotten 
from  United  Methodism?  He  laughed  a 
bit,  then  answered,  “The  problem  with 
me  and  the  institutional  church  is  I’m 
action-oriented.  Our  church  doesn’t  view 
the  moral  situation  as  a  serious  problem 
—  the  institutional  church,  that  is.  But 
the  most  effective  people  the  coalition 
has  as  television  monitors  are  local 
church  people.  Fifty  percent  of  the  local 
church  people  have  been  with  me  all  the 
way.  Another  30  percent  are  with  me  part 
of  the  time.  Another  20  percent  would 
rather  I  go  fishing,  which  is  what  I’d 
rather  do.” 

What  next,  now  that  you  have  won? 
"We’ve  not  won,”  he  answered  quickly. 
“But  we’re  on  the  path.  There  is  still 
what  the  Lord  wants  me  to  do.  I’m  still 
asking  him,  ‘Did  I  get  it  fixed?’  ” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
CLASSIFIED 


BUSINESS  MANAGER/comptroller  position  avail¬ 
able  September  l  Must  have  MBA  and  experience 
preferable  Salary  negotiable  with  experience. 
Resume  to  Dr  N  E  Gonzales,  Lydia  Patterson  Insti¬ 
tute.  P  O  Box  11,  El  Paso.  TX  79940  <9ISi  533-8286 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Full-time  position,  to  co¬ 
ordinate  music  and  fine  arts  programs  of  a  growing, 
exciting  1,200-member  church  Children's  through 
adult  choirs,  puppet  and  drama  groups  Send  resume 
to  Mrs  Irma  Freeslate,  Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247 
Vance  Jackson  Road.  San  Antonio.  TX  78230 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  noeoetJ 
immediately  at  Tarry  town  UMC,  Austin,  Tex  Multi- 
staffed  church  with  1.100  members  offers  unique 
opportunity  for  ministry  to  children,  youth  and 
adults  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Dr  Calvin  W 
Froehner,  Box  5566,  Austin,  TX  78763 


Join  Doug  Oldham 

For  a  Week  of  Praise  and  Concerts  on  the 
I  ;Hin  \imricau(  arihhean  I  \  pur  knee. 

Planned  for  Christians,  we’te  reserving 
The  Honduran  Sheraton  for  fellowship, 
spiritual  highlights  and  missions  exposure. 
Special  events  are  planned  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Angels,  Siguatepeque,  Mayan  ruins 
of  Copan.  From  New  Orleans  or  Miami, 
total  expense  is  $950. 

FEBRUARY  20-27,  1982 
For  more  information  write: 

Project  Partner  with  Christ 
P.O.  Box  1054  Middletown,  OH 
45042  (513)539-8435 
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Pastors,  parishes  called  to  address  child  abuse 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON  —  Child-abusing  parents 
who  are  church  members  still  seem 
shocked  when  Mary  Lee  Johns  suggests 
they  talk  with  their  own  pastors  about 
what  they  are  doing  to  their  children. 

“The  response  is  T  could  never  talk  to 
my  pastor  about  that.'  "  said  Ms.  Johns, 
director  of  the  Texas  Conference  of  Chur¬ 
ches  Children  and  Youth  Services 
Program  and  part-time  volunteer  on  a 
statewide  child-abuse  hotline. 

Parents  often  respond  positively, 
however,  when  she  suggests  they  go  to  a 
minister  at  another  church  in  their  com¬ 
munities. 

Why  not  the  church? 

When  asked  if  she  knew  why  church 
members  would  not  seek  help  from  their 
own  pastors,  she  said  during  a  TCC- 
sponsored  seminar  here  last  month  on 
how  the  church  can  prevent  or  stop  child 
abuse : 

“The  church  is  where  you’re  supposed 
to  smile  and  act  like  everything  is  okay. 
What  do  you  think  would  happen  if  you 
walked  into  the  average  adult  Sunday 
school  class  and  said  you  couldn’t  stand 
your  second  child.  They  would  say,  ‘You 
know  you  don’t  really  mean  that.’’ 

Ms.  Johns  theorized  that  people  "come 
to  church  for  pretty  things,’’  but  she  said 
that  the  church  should  be  a  good  place  to 
find  an  individual  or  a  group  with  whom 
one  could  share  hurt,  anger  and  fear. 

"The  most  fundamental  thing  Christ 
was  about  was  to  try  to  reconcile  the 
brokenness  within  the  individual,  be¬ 
tween  man  and  God,  and  broken  relation¬ 
ships  between  people,"  she  said.  "The 
church  should  be  trying  to  reconcile  the 
broken  relationships  between  people." 
Some  denominations  and  local  churches 


as  well  as  individual  Christians,  how¬ 
ever,  are  already  providing  this  kind  of 
support  by  sponsoring  “parenting" 
seminars,  retreats  for  single  parents  and 
their  children,  counselling  centers  and 
"Mother's  Day  Out"  programs  to  relieve 
some  of  the  pressures  that  children  and 
youth  specialists  say  can  build  up  with 
unrelieved  child-rearing  responsibilities. 

While  frustrations  can  result  in  nothing 
more  than  a  cross  word,  over  2,000 
children  die  nationally  each  year  of  child 
abuse  or  neglect.  That  is  one  every  four 
hours.  Half  of  them  are  under  six,  ac¬ 
cording  to  figures  shared  at  the 
workshop. 


About  1  million  cases  of  child  abuse 
and  neglect  are  suspected  of  occuring  an¬ 
nually,  according  to  a  1978  publication 
from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Human  and 
Health  Services  displayed  at  the 
workshop. 

Figures  provided  at  the  workshop  also 
suggest  an  effect  of  abuse  and  neglect  on 
society,  with  as  many  as  85  percent  of  the 
persons  in  prison  for  violent  crimes 
believed  to  have  been  abused  or  neglec¬ 
ted  as  children. 

Children  (usually  meaning  someone 
under  18)  face  three  kinds  of  child  abuse 
—  physical,  emotional  and  sexual,  Ms 


Johns  said.  Child  neglect,  often  lumped 
together  with  abuse,  is  more  an  act  of 
omission  than  commission,  she  said. 

Physical  abuse  is  causing  a  bodily  in¬ 
jury,  which  can  range  from  welts  and 
bruises  from  a  hard  spanking  to  sprains, 
broken  bones,  burns,  cuts  or  damage  to 
internal  organs. 

Emotional  abuse  may  include  deman¬ 
ding  that  the  child  do  more  than  he  or  she 
is  able  to  do  or  severely  criticizing  or 
humiliating  the  child. 

Sexual  abuse  may  be  defined  as  using  a 
child  in  or  exposing  him  to  sexual  ac¬ 
tivities  with  or  without  his  consent. 

Although  statistics  continue  to  show  an 


increase  in  the  number  of  reported  child 
abuse  cases  of  all  types,  Ms.  Johns  ex¬ 
plains,  no  one  can  say  for  sure  whether 
the  incidence  of  child  abuse  is  increasing 
or  whether  more  cases  are  being  repor¬ 
ted. 

Every  state  now'  has  some  kind  of  law 
requiring  that  suspected  abuse  or  neglect 
be  reported. 

“I  think  it’s  reporting  —  children  have 
always  been  abused,"  suggests  Bertha 
Swindall,  head  of  the  children  and  youth 
section  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries' 
Health  and  Welfare  Division. 
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"I'm  sure  if  I  called  25  ministers  and 
asked  what  do  you  know  about  child 
abuse  in  your  congregation,  they'd  say 
there's  not  any,”  Ms.  Swindall  told 
TM/UMR  from  her  Evanston,  Ill.,  office 
when  asked  about  child  abuse. 

"Ministers  don’t  ask  about  it.  It’s 
almost  as  if  it  doesn’t  exist  in  church," 
explained  Ms.  Swindall,  a  professionally 
trained  social  worker  who  has  worked 
with  abusive  parents  and  abused 
children. 

She  said  the  idea  that  "physical 
punishment  is  okay  because  to  spare  the 
rod  is  to  spoil  the  child"  tends  to  make' 
people  in  the  church  think  physical 
punishment  is  acceptable. 

Another  problem.  Ms.  Swindall  said,  is 
that  few  clear  guidelines  are  available  to 
parents  to  help  them  see  the  difference 
between  punishment  and  abuse. 

Parents  need  guidance 

Helping  churches  to  provide  such 
guidelines,  support  parents,  and  stop  or 
prevent  child  abuse  is  the  aim  of  the 
workshops  sponsored  by  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  of  Churches,  of  which  United 
Methodist  Conferences  are  members. 

"Somebody  has  to  have  a  calling  to  _! 
take  care  of  that  abuse.  And  that  is  an 
area  we  (as  Christians)  need  to  get  in- 
volved  in,"  Ms.  Johns  said. 

Part  of  that  involvement  can  be  to 
recognize  behavior  in  children  which 
may  indicate  they  are  abuse  victims.  Ms.  • 
Johns  suggested  that  children  showing 
fear  of  one  or  both  parents,  abusing  their 
dolls  or  stuffed  animals  or  frequently, 
hiding  in  closets  or  under  the  bed  can  all> 
be  "warning  flags”  of  trouble. 

Even  behavior  extremes  —  being 
overly  friendly  or  shy  or  even  radical 
misbehavior  such  as  setting  fires  —  can  - 
indicate  a  child  is  being  abused. 


Empathy  for  parent  may  thwart  abuse 


Support  for  parents  could  help 
prevent  child  abuse.  rns  photo 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON  -  “Grocery  store 
compassion"  is  something  everyone 
can  show  harried  parents,  the 
director  of  children  and  youth 
services  for  the  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches  said  here  last  month. 

“When  you  see  someone  about  to  go 
up  the  wall  in  the  grocery  store  or  in 
church,  when  their  kid  is  really  acting 
up,  it’s  good  to  say  something  with  a 
message."  Mary  Lee  Johns  told 
participants  at  a  workshop  on  child 
abuse  prevention. 

She  suggested  saying  something  to 
the  parent  about  how  children  will 
misbehave  at  the  worst  times,  to 
“empathize”  with  the  frustration  and 
anger  which  understandably  a  parent 
might  have. 

“A  Covenant  To  Care,"  a  book 
Ms.  Johns  wrote  for  the  conference  of 
churches  is  thought  to  be  the  only 


publication  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
In  it  she  lists  things  individuals  and 
local  churches  can  do. 

It  is  available  from  the  Texas 
Conference  of  Churches,  2704  Rio 
Grande,  No.  9,  Austin,  Tex.  78705,  with 
up  to  three  copies  free,  from  four  to  10 
copies,  20  cents  each,  and  from  10  to  50 
copies,  35  cents  each. 

Not  only  can  individuals  report 
suspected  child  abuse  or  neglect,  but 
they  can  also  help  reduce  the 
“frustration  and  isolation  of  parents” 
they  meet  every  day  by  “offering 
caring  attention,"  she  wrote. 

Individuals  and  local  churches 
should  increase  their  own  knowledge 
and  understanding  of  child  abuse  and 
neglect  —  and  share  the  information 
with  others. 

After  understanding  the  problem 
better,  churches  and  their  members 
are  in  a  better  position  to  carry  out 
some  of  the  "20  most-needed” 


programs  suggested  in  the  book, 
which  lists  54  program  ideas.  Some 
activities  include: 

•  Developing  neighborhood 
outreach  programs  to  reduce  family 
isolation  and  strengthen  community. 
This  may  include  a  supervised 
recreational  program  for 
neighborhood  children  or  tutoring 
services,  an  emergency  child  care 
system  or  free  co-op  care  program 

•  Providing  "parenting"  training 
and  parent-child  workshops  ; 

•  Establishing  or  participating  in  a 
family  crisis  center  for  those  with 
high  potential  for  abuse  and  neglect  ; 

•  Organizing  or  participating  in  a 
program  linking  a  volunteer  with  a 
troubled  parent  ; 

•  Organizing  “extended  family" 
support  groups  for  those  in  need ; 

•  Working  in  or  starting  programs 

for  pregnant  teen-agers  and  teen 
parents.  -JOYCE  HOPKINS 


UM caucus  wants  to  reopen 
two  ousted  ministers’’ cases 


Infant  formula  controversy 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  Two  men  who  lost 
their  United  Methodist  probationary 
ministerial  standing  last  month  were 
denied  "due  process,"  claim  four  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  denomination’s  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus. 

In  an  open  letter  to  Bishop  James  Ault, 
the  four  UM  ministers  ask  that  the  cases 
of  Alex  Ufema  and  John  Finkbeiner  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  be  reopened  to  “make  possible 
the  trial  these  men  were  assured"  or  at 
least  “provide  an  opportunity  to  appeal 
to  the  Judicial  Council." 

Four  investigate 
The  four  are  members  of  a  task  force 
created  in  April  by  the  "Good  News" 
caucus  to  “investigate  and  ensure 
justice”  for  UM  ministers  opposing 
church  law  for  reasons  of  conscience. 

They  are:  John  Grenfell,  Virgil  May- 
bray.  Michael  Walker,  James  Heidinger, 
all  ministers 

Bishop  Ault  told  TM/UMR  he  has 
received  the  letter  and  has  not  respon¬ 
ded 

The  two  were  put  on  leave  of  absence  in 
March  and  charged  with  "disobedience 
to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  UMC” 
by  the  conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry.  They  were  also  removed  from 

Assassin  said 
to  be  converted 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (EP)  —  James 
Earl  Ray,  serving  a  99-year  sentence  for 
the  assassination  of  the  Rev  Martin 
Lufher  King  Jr.,  became  a  Christian  four 
months  ago,  his  wife  and  a  Baptist 
minister  said  June  17. 

Mr.  Ray  accepted  Christ  at  a  prison 
chapel  service  four  months  ago  and  had 
been  taking  Bible  study  correspondence 
courses,  the  Rev.  Don  Price  and  Anna 
Sandhu  Ray  said.  He  asked  that  his  con¬ 
version  not  be  publicized,  they  said. 
Price  is  a  Baptist  minister  with  the  Knox¬ 
ville  Union  Rescue  Mission  who  works 
with  inmates  at  Brushy  Mountain  State 
Penitentiary  at  Petros,  where  Mr.  Ray 
was  housed. 

He  was  secretly  moved  in  June  from 
the  remote  east  Tennessee  penitentiary 
to  the  state  prison  at  Nashville  after 
spending  two  weeks  recovering  from 
stab  wounds 


their  pulpits  —  six  churches  of  the 
Perryopolis  and  Redstone  charges.  They 
requested  a  trial. 

However,  the  charge  was  withdrawn 
by  the  board  when  the  denomination’s 
Judicial  Council  (the  church  equivalent 
of  the  “supreme  court”)  ruled  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  case  that  annual  conference 
ministerial  members  —  and  not  a  trial 
court  within  an  annual  conference  — 
have  the  last  word  in  determining  a 
minister’s  status. 

The  “Good  News"  task  force  argues  in 
its  letter  that  while  annual  conference 
action  takes  precedence  over  the  results 
of  a  trial  court,  the  Judicial  Council  did 
not  rule  that  such  action  takes  away  right 
to  trial.  They  contend  that  the  annual 
conference  determines  ministerial 
status,  but  “only  a  trial  court  can  deal 
with  guilt  or  innocence  stemming  from 
charges  and  accusations.” 

Dr.  Maybray,  a  member  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  told  TM/UMR  he  thinks 
the  two  men  have  done  some  "perfectly 
ridiculous  things"  and  that  there  was 
some  foundation  for  the  conference  vote 
to  discontinue  the  men.  Among  the 
reasons  cited  for  their  loss  of  status  was 
their  forming  a  non-profit  corporation 
without  consultation  with  officials  of 
their  churches. 

Dr.  Maybray  contends,  however,  that 
the  “critical  issue”  is  whether  or  not  an 
accused  person  has  the  right  to  a  trial. 

Lawyers  give  opinions 

TM/UMR  asked  several  United 
Methodist  lawyers  who  are  well  versed  in 
church  law  for  an  opinion.  One,  who 
preferred  to  not  be  named,  said  "the 
guarantee  of  the  law  is  to  pursue  justice. 
In  this  case,  it  appears  that  the  end  result 
would  not  have  been  changed  with  or 
without  a  formal  procedure  trial,  so 
justice  was  apparently  done.  It  looks  like 
they  got  a  de  facto  trial  before  the  other 
ministers.  Regardless  of  the  trial,  the 
conference  saw  fit  to  end  the  relationship 
and  it  had  the  right  to  do  what  it  did,”  the 
lawyer  said 

Another  said  that  “technically,  the 
conference  had  the  authority  to  do  what 
it  did.  But.  frankly.  I  think  it  has  placed 
loyalty  to  the  system  as  the  prime 
criteria  for  admission  to  the 
denomination." 

Mr.  Ufema  and  Mr.  Finkbeiner  had  said 
they  could  not  in  good  conscience  encour¬ 
age  their  congregations  to  support  the 
World  Service  Fund  because  of  some 
ways  the  money  is  spent. 


Focus  may  be  shifting  to  U.S.  companies 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

U.S.  religious  groups’  focus  in  the  in¬ 
fant  formula  controversy  may  be  shifting 
from  Switzerland’s  Nestle  Corp.  to  the 
three  big  U.S.  formula  manufacturers. 

While  Nestle  officials  in  the  last  month 
have  sounded  more  conciliatory  about 
adhering  to  international  marketing 
restrictions,  the  U.S.  companies  have 
become  more  vocal  in  their  opposition  to 
the  restrictions. 

The  three  companies  (and  their  sub¬ 
sidiaries  which  make  the  infant  formula) 
are:  American  Home  Products  (Wyeth 
Laboratories),  Bristol-Myers  (Mead 
Johnson)  and  Abbott-Ross  Laboratories. 

Several  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  at  a  recent  meeting  said  it  may  no 
longer  be  fair  to  single  out  Nestle  by 
boycotting  all  its  products  while  only 
sponsoring  shareholders’  resolutions 
with  the  U.S.  firms  —  and  doing  nothing 
about  the  rest  of  the  world’s  33  formula 
manufacturers. 

The  1980  General  Conference 
established  the  task  force  out  of  concern 
for  infant  malnutrition  and  mortality. 
The  task  force  has  yet  to  make  a  recom¬ 
mendation  concerning  the  UMC’s 
posture  on  the  concerning  Nestle  boycott. 
It  did  endorse  the  marketing  code  that 
was  passed  in  May  by  a  118-1  vote  in  the 
World  Health  Organization’s  legislative 
body. 

The  UMC’s  Wisconsin  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  last  month  decided  to  extend  its 
boycott  of  Nestle  products  to  the  three 
U.S.  firms  as  well.  It  apparently  is  the 
first  religious  group  in  the  nation  to  call 
for  a  boycott  of  the  U.S.  firms.  Twenty- 
six  other  of  the  73  UM  conferences  have 
endorsed  the  Nestle  boycott. 

Some  UM  task  force  members  feel 
Nestle  has  become  less  combative 
because  its  government  voted  for  the  in¬ 
ternational  marketing  code  which  the 
U.S.  government  voted  against.  The  U.S. 
companies,  they  reason,  may  have  been 
spurred  on  to  be  more  aggressive  by  the 
knowledge  that  the  U.S.  political  at¬ 
mosphere  has  turned  more  conservative 
and  pro-business  and  that  they  probably 
can  count  on  the  administration’s 
backing. 

The  U.S.  companies  have  additional 
reasons  for  taking  a  tougher  stance  than 
in  recent  years,  the  task  force  members 
said: 

•  The  companies  are  heavily  involved 
in  the  sale  of  pharmaceuticals  and  see 
the  world  infant  formula  marketing  code 
as  the  first  step  toward  similar 


E.  Africa  refugee  camps  overrun  by  hungry  children 


They  fled  to  escape  the  twin  curses  of 
war  and  drought. 

Since  1977,  an  estimated  1.5  million 
nomadic  people  have  streamed  into  the 
East  African  nation  of  Somalia,  one  of 
the  world’s  poorest  nations  with  a 
population  of  only  4  million 

Since  the  men  have  remained  behind  to 
fight  or  herd  their  camels,  the  refugees 
are  mostly  women  and  children,  who 
have  left  the  Ogaden.  a  territory  claimed 
by  both  Ethiopia  and  Somalia.  They  com¬ 
prise  the  world's  largest  concentration  of 
refugees,  but  their  plight  is  little  known. 

One  out  of  every  three  children  is 
malnourished,  said  Neil  Brenden,  a  relief 
worker  who  has  visited  some  of  the  33 
refugee  camps 

Flies,  sand-laden  winds,  intense  heat 
and  minimal  amenities  make  harsh 
living  and  working  conditions,  Mr.  Bren¬ 
den  said. 

Three  church  relief  agencies  — 
Catholic  Relief  Services,  Church  World 
Service  and  Lutheran  World  Relief  — 
have  formed  a  consortium.  Inter-Church 


Response  for  the  Horn  of  Africa,  to  assist 
the  refugees  in  Somalia,  who  are  prac¬ 
tically  all  Muslims. 

Catholic  Relief  Services  focuses  on 
health  education  and  nutrition;  Church 
World  Service  on  water  resource 
development  and  health  care:  and 
Lutheran  World  Reliei  on  agricultural 
development,  solar  energy  and  ap¬ 
propriate  technology. 

The  consortium  intends  to  assist  in 
Somalia  over  the  long  haul,  Mr.  Brenden 
said,  and  will  expand  its  program 
carefully  in  order  to  establish  a  strong 
base  for  continuing  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  assistance. 

In  recent  years,  more  than  15  million 
people  worldwide  have  fled  their  homes 
as  refugees  because  of  wars,  per¬ 
secution,  hunger  and  civil  unrest.  In 
Africa,  the  number  has  leaped  from  4 
million  to  6.3  million,  according  to  the 
U.S.  Committee  for  Refugees  recent 
report. 

These  helpless  people  are  quite 
literally  huddled  in  crowded  camps  and 


holding  centers  around  the  world  where 
they  live  under  conditions  that  range 
from  desperate  —  as  described  above  in 
Somalia  —  to  barely  adequate. 
Malnutrition  and  disease  are  frequently 
the  lot  of  refugees  who  rely  solely  on  sup¬ 
plies  provided  by  the  generosity  of  the 
world  community  and  the  hospitality  of 
individual  countries. 

What  can  we  do? 


TM/UMR  content 


Send  articles,  drawings,  prayers, 
poems,  short  essays  of  250  words  or  less, 
photos  or  any  other  submissions  (no 
slides)  that  relate  to  what  Christians  can 
do  to  help  the  hungry  in  the  world  in  light 
of  Jesus  saying.  "I  was  hungry  and  you 
fed  me." 

See  the  June  26  issue  of  TM/UMR  for 
full  contest  instructions  and  mail  your 
entry  to:  Hunger  Feature,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


regulation  of  the  more  lucrative  phar¬ 
maceuticals  market.  The  World  Health 
Organization  has  stated  it  expects  to  con¬ 
sider  a  pharmaceutical  code  in  a  couple 
of  years.  The  infant  formula  code  is 
viewed  as  a  threat  to  the  survival  of 
trans-national  corporations,  according  to 
a  couple  of  task  force  members  who  have 
met  privately  with  infant  formula  in¬ 
dustry  officials. 

•  The  companies  don’t  want  the 
marketing  code  implemented  in  the  U.S. 
where  they  sell  most  of  their  infant  for¬ 
mula. 

Representatives  of  the  companies 
made  it  clear  to  the  task  force  that  they 
place  much  fewer  restrictions  on  their 
marketing  in  the  U.S.  than  in  the  Third 
World.  Mead  Johnson,  for  example,  no 
longer  advertises  to  Third  World  con¬ 
sumers  but  it  still  does  to  American  con¬ 


sumers.  Its  labels  in  Third  World  coun¬ 
tries  state  that  breast  milk  is  the  best 
baby  food,  but  they  don’t  say  that  here. 

The  task  force's  resolution  endorsing 
the  world  marketing  code  includes  a  call 
for  United  Methodists  to  urge  their 
government  to  implement  the  code 

Dr.  Robert  Kegerreis,  task  force  mem¬ 
ber  and  president  of  Wright  State  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Dayton,  indicated  that  passage  of 
a  national  code  would  help  the  companies 
avoid  some  messy  anti-trust  im¬ 
plications.  Brought  onto  the  task  force 
because  of  his  experience  as  a  business 
consultant  and  his  membership  on  boar¬ 
ds  of  directors  of  several  corporations. 
Dr  Kegerreis  said  the  formula  manufac¬ 
turers  would  violate  federal  trade  laws  if 
they  got  together  on  their  own  and 
decided  to  abide  by  the  world  marketing 
code. 


But  there  is  precedent  in  the  banning  of 
tobacco  advertising  on  radio  and  TV  for 
the  U.S.  government  to  approve  an  infant 
ban  on  direct  advertising,  among  other, 
marketing  restrictions,  he  said. 

The  U.S.  company  representatives  told 
the  task  force  that  marketing  questions 
in  the  Third  World  don’t  pertain  because 
consumers  here  are  more  sophisticated. 

But  critics  claim  American  babies  also 
are  dying  because  their  mothers  misuse 
infant  formula.  Testimony  before  a  U.S. 
House  subcommittee  last  month 
revealed  a  year-long  study  backed  by  100 
pediatricians  showing  that  “in  the  Los 
Angeles  metropolitan  area,  where  there 
are  many  large  communities  of  recent 
immigrants  from  Mexico  and  Central. 
America,  infant  health  problems  caused 
by  misuse  of  formula  have  reached  near- 
epidemic  proportions.” 


Two  pastor's  wives 

make  impressive  strides  toward 


They  share  their  findings 
through  lively,  life-changing  books. 


SPIRITUAL  FREEDOM 

CHRISTIAN  MATURITY 


"I'M  NOT  A 
WOMEN'S  LIBBER, 

BUT  .  .  Anne  Fouis 

— homemaker,  minister's  wife,  mother, 
Christian— recounts  her  personal  struggle  to  remain 
true  to  the  Word  of  God  and  at  the  same  time  recognize  the 
realities  of  the  world  in  which  we  live.  This  struggle  has 
convinced  her  that  feminism — the  ideal  of  basic  equality 
between  women  and  men  is  entirely  consistent  with  her 
Christian  faith. 

A  founder  and  president  emerita  of  Homemakers  Equal 
Rights  Association,  Anne  has  been  featured  in  leading 
magazines,  including  Family  Circle  and  Woman's  Day,  ai 
has  appeared  on  television  talk  shows  such  as  the  Phil 
Donahue  Show.  She  travels  across  country  several 
times  a  month  promoting  HERA.  $7.95 
"A  marvelous  book!  Warm,  witty,  informa¬ 
tive,  and  at  times  hard-hitting 
an  eye-opener  to  many." 

— Utha  Scanzom ,  coauthor,  A//^ 

We're  Meant  to 
Be:  A  Biblical 
Approach  to 
Women's 
Liberation 


and 


*  HOW  TO  BE  A  LIBERATED  CHRISTIAN 

Ruth  Truman  speaks  from  her  personal  experi¬ 
ences  of  examining,  discarding,  and  arriving 
I  at  solutions  as  she  guides  readers  toward 
liberating  maturity  in  Christian  living  today. 
Dr.  Truman  begins  with  the  basics — becoming  a  Christian, 
learning  to  pray,  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  rejoicing.  She 
explains  the  choices,  the  decisions,  and  the  results — a  life 
totally  committed  to  Christ,  knowing  yourself  and  your 
possibilities,  and  projecting  your  new  self-image  into  the 
world  around  you. 

An  educational  consultant  in  Whittier,  California,  Dr. 
Truman  and  her  minister  husband,  W.  Lee  Truman,  have  four 
children.  $7.95 

".  .  .  particularly  helpful  to  Christians  struggling  to  find 
themselves  in  a  world  of  cliches." 

— Keith  Miller,  bestselling  author 
of  Taste  of  New  Wine  and 
o«3e>  mnajQT!  yo^  Please  Love  Me 
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Germans  concerned  over  arms  race 

i  i  _ a  I _ Ctntac  uritl 


HAMBURG,  West  Germany  (RNS)  - 
Concern  among  West  Germans  over  the 
threat  of  nuclear  war  dominated  the 
biennial  Evangelischer  Kirchentag  (Pro¬ 
testant  Church  Day)  here. 

The  four-day  assembly  attracted 
120,000  leaders  and  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  —  West  Germany’s 
major  Protestant  federation  of  Lutheran, 
United  and  Reformed  churches.  Nearly 
half  of  the  country’s  population  is 
represented. 

“Be  not  afraid”  was  the  slogan  of  this 
year’s  Kirchentag,  and  the  theme  of 
peace  and  how  it  can  be  achieved  was 
ever  present  at  meetings. 

Opponents  of  nuclear  weapons  dis¬ 
played  posters  changing  the  official  slo¬ 
gan  to  “Be  afraid,  protect  yourself. 
Atomic  death  threatens  us  all.” 

More  than  70,000  of  the  Kirchentag  par¬ 
ticipants  demonstrated  against  the  sta¬ 
tioning  of  a  new  generation  of  NATO 
missiles  in  Western  Europe  and  called 
for  the  elimination  of  all  nuclear 
weapons. 

A  small  group  attempted  to  prevent  the 
participation  of  West  German  defense 
minister  Hans  Apel  in  a  discussion  on 
“insuring  the  peace”  and  many  of  the 
6,000  who  overfilled  the  large  exhibition 
hall  greeted  his  remarks  with  hisses  and 
boos. 

In  contrast,  a  parallel  meeting  held  at 
the  same  time  in  an  adjacent  hall 
cheered  the  remarks  of  Erhard  Eppler, 


Protestants  rally  in  Ham  burg ; 
rap  NATO ,  nuclear  weapons 


former  Social  Democratic  minister  for 
Third  World  development  and  a  leading 
dove  among  West  German  political 
leaders. 

The  decision  of  NATO  to  station  Cruise 
and  Pershing  II  missiles  in  West  Europe 
in  1983  has  provoked  a  growing  protest 
among  West  Germans. 

Demonstration  largest  since  1957 

The  demonstration  against  the  move, 
thought  to  have  been  the  largest  for 
peace  held  in  West  Germany  since  1957, 
adopted  as  its  slogan  the  words  of  retired 
Berlin  Lutheran  theologian  Helmut 
Gollwitzer:  “Either  we  will  eliminate  the 
armament  or  the  armament  will 
eliminate  us.” 

“The  purpose  of  this  peace  movement 
must  be  to  make  the  planned  stationing 
of  middle-range  rockets  in  the  Federal 
Republic  impossible,”  said  Dr.  Gollwit¬ 
zer. 

“There  must  be  such  a  consensus 
against  the  rockets  that  our  politicians 
will  have  to  say  to  Washington:  we  sim¬ 
ply  can’t  push  it  through,”  he  added. 

Dorothee  Soelle,  a  West  German  the¬ 
ologian  who  teaches  at  the  Union  Theolo¬ 


gical  Seminary  in  New  York  City,  con¬ 
tended  that  the  real  goal  of  increased  ar¬ 
mament  by  the  United  States  is  a  per¬ 
ceived  threat  not  from  the  Soviet  Union, 
but  the  Third  World. 

"America  wants  to  be  so  strong  that 
the  underdeveloped  countries  will 
remain  oppressed  and  therefore  a  source 
of  cheap  raw  material  and  cheap  labor,” 
Dr.Soell  declared. 

Opponents  of  the  NATO  missiles  de¬ 
cision  displayed  posters  and  sold  buttons 
displaying  a  symbol  of  nuclear  war¬ 
heads,  in  lieu  of  the  official  Kirchentag 
symbol  of  a  cross-shaped  ship's  mooring 
post,  a  symbol  of  hope. 

U.S.  role  hit  hard 

Anti-war  exhibits  reflected  the  con¬ 
viction  of  many  West  Germans  that  the 
United  States  and  not  the  Soviet  Union 
was  responsible  for  the  East-West  arms 
race. 

A  large  poster  showed  that  Soviet  cas- 
ualities  in  World  War  II  were  much 
greater  than  those  of  the  Western  nations 
and  asked:  “Can  you  believe  that  the 
Soviet  Union  wants  war?” 

Another  poster  alleged  that  all  major 
weapons  systems  since  WW  II  had  been 


introduced  first  by  the  United  States  with 
the  Soviet  development  coming  several 
years  later. 

Several  maps  showed  the  Soviet  Union 
surrounded  by  the  atomic  and  nuclear 
strike  capacity  of  the  United  States  and 
its  allies. 

Other  exhibits  recalled  the  human  toll 
of  U.S.  weapons  systems  in  the  Vietnam 
war.  One  showed  pictures  of  Vietnamese 
babies  badly  burned  by  napalm  jux¬ 
taposed  against  an  American  military 
boast  about  the  effectiveness  of  napalm. 

In  his  remarks  in  the  exhibition  hall, 
West  German  defense  minister  Hans 
Apel  said  he  saw  growing  armaments  as 
a  necessity  to  preserve  the  East-West 
balance  of  powers. 

He  said  that  a  policy  of  strong  military 
preparedness  had  brought  peace  to 
Europe  for  more  than  35  years  since  the 
end  of  the  Second  World  War 

The  Kirchentag  leadership  viewed  the 
strong  emphasis  on  peace,  which  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  their  expectations,  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  democracy  and  openness 
to  the  real  concerns  of  German  Protest¬ 
ants  which  are  the  purpose  of  Kir¬ 
chentag. 

Kirchentag  this  year  brought  120,000 
West  German  Christians  together  to 
discuss  what  the  faith  has  to  say  to  them 
in  this  hour.  For  a  large  proportion  of 
them  the  answer  was  "peace  on  earth' 
and  the  complicated  question  of  how  it 
can  be  achieved. 


HAMBURG,  West  Germany  —  A  young  student  dressed  in  a  blood-stained  overall 
throws  a  bag  filled  with  blood  toward  the  podium  during  a  Kirchentag  meeting  here. 
At  the  time  of  the  intrusion,  participants  at  the  19th  Congress  of  German  Evangelical 
Churches  were  listening  to  the  discussion  on  the  theme.  "Safe  Peace."  It  featured  the 
appearance  of  West  German  Defense  Minister  Hans  Apel.  who  was  the  apparent 
target  of  the  demonstrators. 
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Called  ‘federally  funded' 

Quakers  take  issue  with 
conservative’s  labelling 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  —  An  official 
of  the  American  Friends  Service  Com¬ 
mittee  ( AFSC )  has  taken  issue  with  a 
conservative  activist’s  repeated  asser¬ 
tions  that  it  is  a  “federally  funded” 
agency. 

In  speeches  and  a  recent  article  in  the 
Conservative  Digest,  Howard  Phillips, 
national  director  of  the  Conservative 
Caucus,  has  cited  the  Philadelphia 
Quaker  organization  as  one  of  several 
private  “liberal”  groups  “nursed  by  the 
tax  dollars  of  citizens"  which  stand  to 
lose  now  that  Reagan  conservatives  con¬ 
trol  government  spending. 

John  A.  Sullivan,  associate  executive 
secretary  of  the  AFSC,  protested  in  a 
recent  letter  to  the  Conservative  Digest 
that  “taking  the  year  1980,  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  had  total  in¬ 
come  in  dollars  and  kind  of  $16,637,959. 
The  portion  of  that  coming  from  fees  and 
grants  from  government  agencies 
totalled  $5%, 062.  That  represents  about 


l/28th  of  the  total  or  less  than  4  percent.” 

He  maintained  that  “only  a  strict  con¬ 
structionist  could  thus  call  AFSC 
‘federally  funded.’  It  is,  rather,  funded 
by  voluntary  contributions  for  the  most 
part  and  some  foundation  grants.” 

Mr.  Sullivan  also  pointed  out  that  “of 
this  total  of  federal  funds,  nearly  one- 
third  went  for  humanitarian  aid  in  Cam¬ 
bodia,  another  third  for  helping  women 
in  Appalachia  find  jobs  and  job  training, 
etc.,  and  a  portion  of  the  remainder  went 
to  pay  for  ocean  freight  charges  for  ship¬ 
ments  of  humanitarian  aid  to  people  suf¬ 
fering  overseas.” 

Mr.  Phillips,  admitting  he  was  “a 
strict  constructionist,”  responded  to  Mr. 
Sullivan’s  complaint,  saying  that  “if  you 
don’t  think  the  $596,062  which  you 
received  last  year  in  grants  from  govern¬ 
ment  agencies  qualifies  you  to  be  called 
‘federally  funded,”  please  send  me  the 
money.  I  know  where  it  can  be  put  to 
good  use.” 


‘Destroyers' blast  Riot’s  roots  bear  probe, 

London  clergy  tell  state 


Evangelist’s  ouster  considered 

WASHINGTON  —  The  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  is  reportedly  considering  depor- 
tation  proceedings  against  the  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon,  the  South  Korean 
evangelist,  above,  according  to  ABC 
News.  The  network  said  that  the  Justice 
Department  would  •‘soon”  begin  legal 
action  against  Mr.  Moon  seeking  to  oust 
the  leader  of  the  3-million-member  Uni¬ 
fication  Church  on  the  grounds  of  what 
one  source  says  was  “improperly  ob¬ 
tained  residency  status.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


campus  ‘sinners' 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  They  call 
themselves  “destroyers”  because  they 
are  out  “to  destroy  the  works  of  the 
Devil.” 

Jed  Smock,  Max  Lynch,  Cindy 
Lasseter  and  Greg  Hall  travel  to 
campuses  all  over  the  United  States 
giving  the  same  message  and  getting  the 
same  response  —  heckling. 

Their  job  is  to  preach.  But  not  to 
preach  softly,  kindly,  or  friendly.  The  job 
is  to  yell,  to  perform,  to  arouse  the  crowd 
and  get  a  response. 

So  the  evangelists  badger  the  listeners, 
calling  them  sinners,  fornicators  and 
whore-mongers.  They  tell  the  crowd  they 
will  burn  in  the  fires  of  hell  unless  they 
let  the  word  of  God  guide  them. 

“Our  teachings  are  a  confrontation 
against  everything  they’ve  learned  all 
their  life,”  Mr.  Smock  said  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota  here  where  he 
and  his  associates  spent  a  week  speaking 
to  outdoor  crowds  varying  in  size  from  20 
to  200. 

But  the  crowds  enjoy  the  con¬ 
frontation.  They  yell  responses  to  the 
preachers,  clap,  sing  and  even  organize  a 
number  of  activities  to  mock  the 
evangelists. 


LONDON  —  A  Methodist  minister  was 
one  of  several  religious  leaders  here  who 
urged  the  British  government  to  examine 
the  underlying  problems  of  poverty  and 
inequality  in  a  predominantly-black 
south  London  district  rocked  by  rioting 
during  Holy  Week. 

The  Rev.  Graham  Kent,  whose  church 
is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  trouble¬ 
laden  area  of  Brixton,  said  years  of 
neglect  by  the  government  and  recent 
use  of  unreasonable  force  by  police  of¬ 
ficers  are  to  blame  for  the  general 
feeling  of  anger  and  displacement  felt  by 
Brixton  residents,  according  to  a  report 
by  Kathy  Lowe  in  the  June  edition  of  One 
World,  a  magazine  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

According  to  Mr  Kent  and  other 
church  leaders,  the  tension  in  the  area 
had  mounted  over  a  period  of  weeks,  and 
was  aggravated  by  seemingly  extreme 
tactics  by  police  officers.  Then  on  April 
10,  the  tension  burst  into  a  confrontation 
between  a  group  of  young  blacks  and 
police  officers  The  struggle  touched  off  a 
whole  weekend  of  looting,  destruction 


and  fighting.  Before  the  violence 
subsided  more  than  200  people  had  been 
arrested  and  many  others  were  injured. 

While  the  unrest  still  prevailed  early 
Palm  Sunday,  Mr.  Kent  described  the 
violence  during  a  radio  interview. 

After  the  violence  subsided,  Mr.  Kent 
and  others  denounced  the  government’s 
seeming  lack  of  sensitivity,  and 
criticized  the  police  for  using  “strong- 
arm  tactics.”  The  Brixton  Council  of 
Churches  also  reprimanded  the  media 
for  portraying  their  district  as  a  violent 
ghetto,  and  argued  that  the  riots  were  not 
altogether  racially  inspired.  “We 
recognize  that  there  are  stresses  which 
have  helped  to  produce  resentment  in 
many  people,  both  black  and  white,”  the 
Council  said. 

The  broader-based  British  Council  of 
Churches  concurred  with  the  statement 
by  the  Brixton  parishes,  adding  that,  as 
an  economically  deprived  area,  Brixton 
“bears  the  brunt  to  an  excessive  degree 
of  adverse  conditions,”  namely  unem¬ 
ployment,  limited  housing  and  poor 
career  and  goal  incentives  for  youth. 


TV  viewers  in  Japan,  Australia  ‘similar’  to  U.S.  audiences 
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NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  reac¬ 
tions  of  television  viewers  in  Japan 
and  Australia  are  “remarkably 
similar”  to  those  of  viewers  in  the 
United  States,  according  to  Professor 
George  Conklin,  a  communications 
expert  from  California. 

This  is  not  too  surprising  since  Far 
Eastern  TV  viewers  are  watching 
U.S. -made  programs  50  percent  of  the 
time,  he  said. 

Mr.  Conklin,  associate  professor  of 
communications  and  media  studies  at 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  in 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  recently  conducted 
Television  Awareness  Training 
(TAT)  workshops  in  Nagoya,  Japan, 
and  Melbourne,  Australia.  The 
workshops  helped  participants 
examine  how  they  use  television,  how 
television  uses  them,  and  strategies 
for  change. 

TAT  is  the  brainchild  of  the  Media 


Action  Research  Center,  which  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  several  U.S.  denominations. 

“When  I  asked  Japanese  and 
Australians  to  write  down  two  things 
they  like  about  TV,  all  said  news, 
music,  art  and  new  experience," 
reported  Mr.  Conklin.  When  asked  to 
jot  down  two  questions  they  have 
about  TV,  they  said  it  cheapens 
human  relationships,  is  a  time 
waster,  shortens  the  attention  span 
producing  restlessness,  and  talks 
down  to  people  (‘they  think  we  are 
dumb’). 

“People  in  different  societies  have 
the  same  valuing  of  TV ;  we  in  the  U.S. 
are  not  the  only  ones  having  mixed 
feelings  about  it,”  he  concluded. 

Mr.  Conklin  was  gratified  to  find  the 
TAT  model,  which  he  helped  to  pro¬ 
duce,  works  in  other  cultures.  “The 
Japanese  educational  model  is  hier- 
archial  and  relies  on  lectures,”  he 


said,  “so  I  was  not  sure  how  they  would 
like  the  TAT  model,  which  relies  heav¬ 
ily  on  small  group  discussion.  It  util¬ 
izes  the  experience  of  people  as  TV 
viewers,  allows  them  to  watch  TV  ex¬ 
cerpts  and  share  reactions.” 

The  workshop  was  well  publicized 
in  the  secular  press  and  drew  a  very 
diverse  group  of  participants,  in¬ 
cluding  a  businessman  who  had  just 
sold  his  electronics  business  and  was 
looking  for  something  new,  a  college 
student  wishing  to  make  films  for 
children,  a  retired  minister  and  a 
housewife  who  had  organized  neigh¬ 
bors  to  talk  about  TV  and  children. 

“Given  the  Japanese  reverence  for 
age  and  the  different  levels  of 
language  in  this  highly  stratified 
society,  I  was  pleased  the  participants 
in  their  evaluation  of  the  workshop 
gave  high  marks  to  the  small-group 
process,"  he  said. 


“Japanese  church  leaders  were  a 
little  surprised  and  very  pleased  that 
people  liked  the  course,”  Mr.  Conklin 
concluded. 

Topics  dealt  with  included  com¬ 
mercials,  influence  on  children, 
television’s  possibilities,  sex,  vio¬ 
lence,  and  hopes  for  the  future. 

As  follow-up,  the  sponsors  plan  to 
“Japanize”  the  TAT  materials  and 
establish  a  TAT  management  com¬ 
mittee.  It  is  hoped  that  similar 
workshops  can  be  held  in  several 
other  Asian  countries  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  World  Association 
for  Christian  Communication’s  Asia 
Region. 

In  Australia  the  workshop  drew 
representatives  of  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  churches,  the 
Australian  Broadcasting  Tribunal 
(similar  to  the  U.S.  Federal  Com¬ 


munications  Commission)  and  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Family  Studies,  as  well  as 
teachers,  a  children's  TV  script¬ 
writer  and  people  from  social  welfare 
agencies. 

The  workshop  was  arranged  by  A. 
G.  Nancarrow,  a  Methodist  who  di¬ 
rects  Mediacom  Associates,  a  national 
ecumenical  communications  agency. 

“The  Australians  are  trying  to 
decrease  the  amount  of  U.S.  program¬ 
ming  they  use,"  Mr.  Conklin  reported, 
“but  it’s  an  economic  problem.  It  is 
very  costly  to  produce  programs  for 
only  14  million  people  (California 
alone  has  22  million  people).  An 
Australian  series  might  cost  $5,000- 
6,000  per  program  whereas  they  can 
buy  American  programs  for  $500 
apiece,”  he  said.  Kojak  and  Starsky 
and  Hutch  were  mentioned  by  work¬ 
shop  participants. 

The  TAT  trainer  believes  it  un¬ 


fortunate  Australians  must  use  so 
many  American  programs. 

“As  TAT  points  out,  TV  shapes  our 
lives  and  programs  are  laden  with 
values,"  he  said.  “Even  the  set  used 
for  a  program  conveys  a  message. 
For  example,  Japanese  who  come  to 
the  U.S.  as  tourists  are  astounded  to 
find  old,  battered  cars  since  all  they 
see  on  television  are  shiny  new  ones.” 

Programs  also  convey  gender  ster¬ 
eotyping  and  the  use  of  violence  to 
resolve  conflicts,  he  added. 

“Those  societies  get  an  American 
interpretation  on  top  of  their  own 
cultural  training.  And  the  children 
who  watch  American-made  cartoons 
on  Saturday  mornings  cannot  dis¬ 
tinguish  one  from  the  other.”  An 
Australian  boy  he  questioned  said 
“Superman"  must  be  American 
“because  there  is  no  city  in  Australia 
named  Metropolis.” 


Dear  Deborah 


History  of  hymns 


Helping  children  own  home  can  bring  joy,  tears 


Song  sees  ‘worm' change  to  ‘ sinner ' 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 


Dear  Deborah: 

With  marriages  breaking  up  at  breath¬ 
taking  speed,  we  all  should  try  to  help  our 


‘Decisions’  off  the  press 


NASHVILLE  —  Bound  copies  of  the 
"Decisions  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  1968-80”  are 
now  available  through  Cokesbury. 

The  nine-member  council  (five  clergy 
and  four  lay),  which  meets  twice  yearly, 
serves  as  the  judicial  arm  of  the  church. 
Its  jurisdiction  is  defined  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Church  and  enlarged  by 
General  Conference  legislation.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  are  elected  by  General 
Conference  for  eight  year  terms. 

United  methodist  publishing  house  photo 


young  people  get  off  to  a  good  start  — 
even  if  we  have  to  make  a  down  payment 
on  a  house  for  them.  We  loaned  our 
daughter  $ 3,000  to  buy  a  house  after  she 
and  her  husband  realized  they  could  not 
get  together  the  money  for  several  more 
years.  They  are  now  happily  turning 
their  little  frame  house  into  a  doll  house. 
The  small  cramped  apartment  they  were 
living  in  was  hardly  the  place  for  a 
marriage  to  develop  and  grow. 

I  have  seen  others  either  give  or  loan 
down  payments  to  their  children  with 
good  results.  Even  though  my  husband 
has  a  heart  condition  and  will  retire  soon 
we  felt  a  lot  better  when  we  helped  our 
daughter.  And.  someday  they  will  repay 
us.  I  might  add  that  her  husband's  parents 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Success 

By  JO  HALLER 

What  is  success? 

There  are  many  definitions 

To  some,  it’s  money 

To  some,  it's  fame 

Another  may  say  “social  position." 

A  life  of  pleasure  entices  others. 

I  have  known  something 
Of  all  of  these. 

But  they  never  satisfied 
To  love  the  way  Mary  loved 
And  to  be  loved  as  she  was 
Is  my  desire  — 

My  definition  of  success. 


—  who  own  two  houses  and  a  business 
and  whose  financial  condition  is  much 
better  than  ours  —  refused  to  loan  a  pen¬ 
ny.  Regardless  of  how  much  they  think 
they  are  doing  what  is  best  for  the 
character  building  of  their  son,  I  call  it 
just  plain  selfishness  and  self-center¬ 
edness. 

Thank  God,  materialism  is  not  my 
main  goal  in  life.  I  have  a  heavenly 
Father  who  has  promised  to  take  care  of 
me  so  I  can  live  a  little  more  freely  than 
those  who  feel  they  are  their  own  sole 
support. 

Sincerely, 
H.  F. 

Dear  H.  F.: 

Thank  you  for  your  happy  side  of  the 
issue  of  parents  and  grown  children 
relating  on  this  big  issue.  With  the 
present  money  situation  and  escalating 
interest  rates,  so-called  “creative” 
financing  is  going  to  mean  more  parents 
helping  out  now  as  their  children  try  to 
find  housing. 

Dear  Deborah . 

My  father-in-law  died  last  week,  and  I 
have  been  sitting  here  thinking  about  all 
he  and  his  wife  did  for  us  over  the  years 

—  most  of  which  I  resented!  As  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  this  resentment  always 
bothered  me  while  they  lived.  Now  that 
they  are  gone,  I  feel  guilty  and 
miserable. 

It  was  like  this:  first  they  gave  us  a 
house.  They  built  it  and  presented  it  to  us 
all  finished  according  to  their 
specifications.  It  is  a  lovely  house,  but  I 
have  never  felt  it  was  mine.  Anything  we 


ever  needed  for  the  house  they  bought. 

We  always  drove  them  to  the  grocery, 
the  pharmacy,  nursery,  etc.  and  they 
always  paid  our  bills  as  well  as  theirs.  I 
found  this  humiliating  as  we  could  afford 
to  pay  ourselves.  But  my  husband  felt 
that  this  was  how  his  parents  expressed 
their  love  and  that  it  would  break  their 
hearts  if  we  did  not  accept,  so  I  went 
along  with  it  and  pretended  I  was 
grateful.  I  know  now  it  is  too  late  to  make 
amends  for  my  feelings  to  my  in-iaws. 
But  somehow  I  need  to  work  out  my  own 
problem  of  guilt.  Thanks  for  listening,  I 
just  wanted  to  write  this  out. 

J.  K. 

Dear  J.  K.: 

I  hope  it  helped  to  write  it  all  out  It 
might  be  helpful  to  both  you  and  your 
husband  if  you  could  tell  him  how-  you 
feel  now  and  your  regret  about  your 
feelings  during  his  parent’s  lifetime.  He 
likely  has  been  very  uneasy  all  these 
years  knowing  something  of  your 
feelings.  Helping  him  off  his  hook  of 
uneasiness  might  help  your  own  sense  of 
guilt  disappear. 

There  must  be  a  terrible  vacuum  in 
your  lives  now  where  so  much  influence 
was  before.  Why  not  fill  it  with  relation¬ 
ships  to  senior  citizens  who  need  what 
you  can  give? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write.  “Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex  75222. 


Alas,  and  did  my  Savior  bleed 
And  did  my  Sovereign  die? 

Would  he  devote  that  sacred  head 
For  sinners  such  as  I? 

Isaac  Watts  wrote  these  lines  as  a 
hymn  of  six  stanzas,  and  included  them 
in  his  “Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs," 
published  in  London  in  1707.  It  was  under 
the  heading  "Godly  sorrow  arising  from 
the  sufferings  of  Christ .  ’  ’ 

A  congregation  singing  the  hymn 
shares  with  Isaac  Watts  in  con¬ 
templating  the  crucifixion  of  Christ  with 
amazement  and  wonder.  In  response  to  a 
full  awareness  of  the  event  of  Calvary 
“for  man,  the  creature’s  sin,"  the  final 
stanza  becomes  an  expression  of  total 
commitment: 

Here,  Lord,  I  give  myself  away, 

‘ Tis  all  that  I  can  do. 

Over  more  than  two  and  a  half  cen¬ 
turies.  editors  of  hymnals  have,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  altered  some  of  the 
lines  of  the  hymn.  The  fourth  line  of  the 
first  stanza  originally  was  “for  such  a 
worm  as  I.  ” 

The  descriptive  language  used  by  Mr 
Watts  was  intended  to  contrast  the  great¬ 
ness  of  God  with  the  insignificance  of 
humanity.  Biblical  basis  for  this  occurs 
in  Psalm  22:6,  “But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no 
man;  a  reproach  of  men,  and  despised  of 
the  people.  " 

Over  the  last  century,  the  changing  of 
the  line  to  “For  sinners  such  as  I,"  has 
become  almost  universal.  This  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  apostle  Paul's  writing, 


“Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners;  of  whom  I  am  chief."  (1 
Tim.  1:15) 

The  tune  most  commonly  used  for  the 
hymn  is  from  Scotland,  and  in  our  hym¬ 
nals  bears  the  name  of  Hugh  Wilson,  a 
native  of  Fenwick  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland. 

The  year  after  Mr.  Wilson’s  death  in 
1824,  the  tune  he  had  written  was 
published  in  Edinburgh  in  a  collection 
of  sacred  music  and  credited  as  “sung  at 
St.  George’s  Church.”  Because  Wilson’s 
name  was  not  given  in  this  collection,  his 
heirs  brought  suit  and  won  judgment  in 
court  establishing  his  claim  as  the  com¬ 
poser. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN:  Spread.  O 
Spread  the  Mighty  Word 
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The  Louisiana  Conference 

looks  ahead 


Board  of  Church 
and  Society  News 


F estivals  of  song 
will  introduce 

new  hymn  books 


The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
recently  set  its  goals  and  completed  its 
plans  for  1981  —  and  projected  several 
plans  into  1982-63.  What  follows  is  a 
sketch  of  the  major  programs.  Place 
them  on  your  calendar  and  watch  for 
further  information.  Inform  your  local 
Commission  on  Church  and  Society 
and/or  Council  on  Ministries  and  Admin¬ 
istrative  Board. 

Conference  on  the  Family 

On  Saturday,  September  12,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Human  Relations  of  the  Board 
will  sponsor  a  major  “Conference  on  the 
Family.”  The  conference  will  focus  more 
specifically  on  family  crises.  By  family 
crises  the  committee  means  those 
moments  in  family  life  which  threaten 
physical,  mental,  and  spiritual  health 
and  which  require  particular  knowledge 
and  care  or  referral.  Its  purpose  is  to 
sharpen  the  awareness  of  symptoms  in 
family  crises  and  develop  some  skills  at 
dealing  with  these  problems.  Such  issues 
as  unmarried  couples,  working  mothers 
and  spouses,  results  of  drug  abuse  and 
child  abuse,  single  parents  and  human 
sexuality  are  being  considered  as  areas 
of  concern.  The  conference  will  be  for 
both  pastors  and  laity.  It  will  take  place 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  Dr.  Marion 
Woods,  a  marriage  and  family  counselor, 
who  has  led  workshops  in  Gestalt 
Therapy,  Human  Sexuality,  Family  and 
Group  Counseling,  Psychodrama, 
Transactional  Analysis,  Parent  Effec¬ 
tiveness  Training  and  Couples’  Com¬ 
munication  Training  will  be  one  of  the 
major  leaders.  Several  other  major 
leaders  are  being  asked.  A  person  from 
Nashville  in  the  area  of  family  life  will 
give  the  keynote  address  to  put  into 
framework  the  nature  of  crises  in  the 
family. 

United  Methodist  Seminar 
on  National  and 
International  Affairs 

The  Committee  on  World  Peace  will 
recruit  and  train  several  leaders  during 
this  quadrennium  to  lead  youth  and  adult 
groups  to  New  York  and/or  Washington, 
D.C.  to  participate  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Seminar  on  National  and  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs.  This  seminar  is  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  National  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  and  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  Board  will  invest  money  only 
in  the  training  of  leaders.  The  Seminar 


Local  church 


administrators 


workshops 

One  of  the  much-needed  regional  work¬ 
shops  soon  to  be  offered  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  will  be  for  local  church 
administrators.  The  program  is  set  for 
August  3-6  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. 

Purpose  of  the  workshop  is  twofold :  1 ) 
to  provide  help  to  those  persons  in  the 
local  church  who  have  specific  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  church  administration;  2)  to 
provide  an  arena  where  such  persons 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  sharing 
ideas  and  ways  of  church  administration. 

The  persons  who  should  consider 
attending  are  pastors,  associate  pastors, 
business  managers,  secretaries,  finan¬ 
cial  secretaries,  program  directors, 
educational  directors,  and  others  on  the 
staff  of  a  large  church.  Staffs  are  urged 
to  attend  as  a  team.  There  will  be  indi¬ 
vidual  workshops  for  business  man¬ 
agers,  church  secretaries,  financial 
secretaries,  pastors,  program  directors, 
and  associate  pastors 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  senior  minister 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  be  the  main  speaker.  Dr 
Hearn  will  lecture  on  “Theology  of 
Church  Administration.” 

There  is  a  registration  fee  of  $15.00  per 
person;  and  room  reservations  are  to  be 
made  through  Mt.  Sequoyah.  If  your  staff 
is  interested  in  attending,  write  the 
conference  office  for  a  brochure  and 
more  information. 


will  be  paid  for  by  those  participating. 

This  spring  a  seminar  will  take  place 
between  April  9-18  in  New  York  and 
Washington,  D.C.  with  a  group  of  youth 
and  adults  from  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafay¬ 
ette  District.  The  issue  they  have 
selected  is  the  arms  race.  Rev.  Willis 
Dear,  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  will 
lead  the  group. 


Christian  Care  Unit 

The  Committee  on  General  Welfare 
has  discovered  a  program  in  the  Black- 
water  United  Methodist  Church  that  it 
recommends  to  every  local  church  no 
matter  how  large  or  small.  The  program 
is  called  the  “Christian  Care  Unit.”  In 
short,  it  may  be  called  a  local  work 
project.  The  Black  water  Church  is  trem¬ 
endously  excited  about  what  it’s  doing. 
Once  a  month  on  Saturday,  adults  and 
youth  are  assigned  projects  in  their 
community.  Some  projects  come  directly 
from  the  church  family.  Some  projects 
come  from  the  community  at  large.  The 
projects  include  home  repairs  and  yard 
work  of  the  elderly  and  needy.  Home 
repairs  may  mean  screen  and  window 
repair,  steps  and  floor  repair,  roofing 
repair,  painting,  plumbing,  and  electri¬ 
cal  repair,  etc.  The  project  includes  a 
food  pantry  and  clothes  closet  for  the 
needy.  There  may  be  visits  to  the  home- 
bound  and  to  the  sick.  Every  member  of 
the  family  can  be  included  and  assigned 
to  projects  which  they  are  capable  of 
doing. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  every  person 
involved  in  the  projects  for  that  day  goes 
back  to  the  church,  shares  what  they 
have  accomplished  and  how  the  recipi¬ 
ents  of  the  work  have  responded.  They 
share  a  meal  together  and  lay  the 
groundwork  for  another  Saturday. 

This  Christian  Care  Unit  idea  is  being 
shared  with  other  denominations  and  is 
fast  becoming  a  community  project.  If 
you  would  like  further  information  about 
the  project,  please  contact  Rev.  Mark 
Martin,  Blackwater  United  Methodist 
Church,  Rt.  1,  Box  360,  Baker,  La.  70714. 


These  are  new  resources  added  to  the 
library  since  publication  of  the  catalog : 

1.  “Billy’s  Mime,”  cancelled  in  the 
catalog,  because  of  mishandling, 
and  replaced  later. 

2.  “Harry  Chapin  on  World  Hunger,” 
16mm. 

3.  "More  Than  Numbers,”  a  12-min¬ 
ute  film,  with  sound,  examining 
the  jigsaw  puzzle  of  problems  sur¬ 
rounding  over-population  and 
hunger.  Rather  than  suggest 
causes  and  solutions,  the  film  looks 
at  all  aspects  of  population/hunger 
question. 

4.  “Developing  The  Person  As  Lead¬ 
er,"  to  help  leadership  in  congre¬ 
gations  of  small  membership  to  be 
aware  that,  with  some  energy  and 
effort,  any  small  church  can 
revitalize  its  ministry.  Kit,  film 
strips. 

5.  “Church  and  Campus.”  an  essen¬ 
tial  ministry,  an  essential  evangel¬ 
ism.  Kit. 

6.  “Africa-2000,"  a  new  kit,  more 
comprehensive,  more  up-to<late. 

7.  "Finding  The  Way  Forward,” 
demonstrates  growth  and  outreach 
possibilities  for  United  Methodism. 
Suggests  principles  and  identifies 
targets.  16mm. 

8.  "Here  Am  I,”  dealing  with  three 
programs  that  benefit  from 
Human  Relations  Day,  voluntary 
service.  Community  Relations, 
and  Police  Relations.  Kit. 

9.  “Zimbabwe  Reborn,”  depicting 
the  resurgent  life  and  faith  of  Un¬ 
ited  Methodists  in  Zimbabwe,  and 
their  needs,  and  how  we  are 
meeting  them.  Kit. 

10.  “The  Spirit  Is  Moving.”  about  the 
World  Youth  meeting  in  Truro,  En¬ 
gland. 

11.  “To  Be  True  To  Yourself.”  deals 
with  self-acceptance.  16mm. 

12.  "1978  Confirmation  Camp,”  docu¬ 
mentary,  guidelines.  Composition. 

13.  "A  New  Adventure  in  Confirma¬ 
tion  And  Membership,"  a  totally 
new  study  designed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  confirmation  students  and 


iBUtcalendar 

of  Events 

July  1981 

6-10  Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry 
Enterprise 

13-15  Pastors'  School  -  Centenary 
College 

21- 26  School  of  Christian  Mission 

22- 25  World  Methodist  Council, 
Hawaii 

August  1981 

3-6  Local  Church  Administrators’ 
Workshop  -  Mt.  Sequoyah 

3-8  Christian  Community 
Experience  -  Caney  Conference 
Centre 


September  1981 

Louisiana  Methodist 
Foundation  Month 
5  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 

8  Curricu-shop  Planning  Task 
Group 

10  Centenary  Church  Council 

10-11  Orientation  Retreat  for  PAY 
Class,  BOM,  Camp  Brewer 

12  Conference  on  Family, 

Church,  and  Society 

14-15  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  Meeting,  Grand 
Cotau 

14- 17  Effective  Small  Membership 
Church  Workshop,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

15- 17  Jurisdictional  Forum  for 
Adult  Youth  Leaders 

16  Council  on  Ministries, 
Executive  Committee 

18-19  UMW  Annual  Meeting, 

Monroe 

24-25  Jurisdictional  Council  on 

,,  Ministries  „,tistl 

26  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship 

Youth  Ministries,  Fall 
Convocation,  FUMC .Alexandria 

27  Christian  Education  Sunday 
Offering 

Festival  of  Songs  Seminar, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 

29  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration 


A-V  Library 


adult  new  members.  Dual  purpose 
flip-chart,  filmstrip,  leader’s 
guide,  and  separate  student  books. 
A  13-session  program,  flexible 
enough  to  be  shortened  or  length¬ 
ened. 

14.  The  Catalyst  Series  Cassettes, 
current. 

15.  “Celebration  Revolution  Of  Alex¬ 
ander  Scrooge,”  offers  alterna¬ 
tives  to  the  over-consumption 
cycle,  so  much  in  evidence  now, 
and  helps  people  plan  for  and 
adapt  to  voluntary  simplicity  in 
lifestyle.  Kit. 

16.  “A  Lab  School  Is  Coming.” 
Teacher  Training.  Kit. 

17.  “Survey  Of  The  Old  And  New  Tes¬ 
taments.”  a  26-session  kit,  de¬ 
signed  for  use  by  teachers  and 
leaders. 

18.  “Story  Of  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.”  Kit.  Self-explanatory. 

19.  “Mission  Of  The  Rainbow,”  a  kit 
depicting  the  lives  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indians. 

20.  “And  Then.”  16mm.  Film,  for  af¬ 
ter  confirmation,  tells  of  the  pres¬ 
sures  and  problems  that  follow,  in 
a  very  realistic  way. 

21.  “Major  World  Religions,”  kit, 
compares  images  and  ideas  of 
God,  forms  of  worship,  moral 
codes,  beliefs  about  after  life,  in 
different  religions. 


Forty-six  “Festivals  of  Song”  will  be 
held  across  the  country  between  Septem¬ 
ber  12  and  November  22  to  introduce  two 
new  United  Methodist  hymnals  being 
published  by  Abingdon.  The  Festivals 
are  co-sponsored  by  the  Cokesbury  Divis¬ 
ion  of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  the  Section  on  Worship  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  festival  for  the  Louisiana  Area  will 
be  held  in  Shreveport  at  Broadmoor 
UMC  on  September  27  from  2:30  p.m. 
until  7:30  p.m.  John  A.  Ricketts,  director 
of  music  ministries  for  Broadmoor  is  the 
host  for  the  festival. 

The  two  new  hymnals  to  be  introduced 
are  “The  Supplement  to  the  Book  of 
Hymns”  and  “Songs  of  the  Zion.”  Both 
are  requested  by  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference.  They  are  the  11th  and  12th 
publications  in  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Supplemental  Worship  Resources 
Series. 

The  “Festivals”  will  also  be  seminars, 
designed  for  pastors,  worship  chairper¬ 
sons,  lay  leaders,  choir  directors,  organ¬ 
ists/pianist,  and  interested  choir 
members  and  lay  persons.  They  will  last 


An  Urban  Ministries  Convocation  will 
be  held  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico, 
August  17-21.  The  convocation  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Urban  Network.  It  will  be  held  at  the 
Harwood  Training  and  Service  Center. 
The  center  is  located  at  downtown  Albu¬ 
querque,  and  is  a  project  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference. 

Preachers  for  the  convocation  will  be 
Bishop  Lewis  Welsey  Schowengerdt, 
New  Mexico-Northwest  Texas  Area, 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  Indiana  Area 
and  President  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  Dr.  Dan  Rodriguez, 
Executive  Director-MARCHA,  Rev. 
Harry  Long. 

Principal  speaker  is  Dr.  Ignacio 
Castuera.  Dr.  Castuera  has  served  as 
pastor  in  Mexico,  Hawaii,  and  California. 
He  was  a  Counseling  Psychologist  at 
UCLA,  and  the  Executive  Director  of  The 
NATION’S  FOUNDATION. 

Dr.  Zan  Holmes  is  Associate  Professor 
Preaching  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU.  He  is  also  pastor  of  St.  Luke 
“Community”  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas.  Dr.  Holmes  served  in  the 
Texas  'State  Legislation  for  two  terms 
and  was  the  district  superintendent  of  the 
Dallas  Central  District,  North  Texas 
Conference.  He  will  speak  on  the  subject 
“Equipping  the  Saints  for  the  Liberation 
of  the  City.” 

Rev.  Harry  Long  is  serving  as  the 


—  For  local  churches  planning  fall 
financial  programs,  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway, 
Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  or  Rev.  Joe 
McClain  have  a  fresh  new  approach  they 
received  at  a  national  level  stewardship 
meeting.  If  the  program  you  have  been 
using  has  grown  a  little  stale,  you  might 
want  to  contact  one  of  these  persons  for  a 
“new  one.” 

—  Materials  for  the  Good  Samaritan 
Ministries  Offering  have  already  been 
printed  and  are  being  prepared  for 
distribution  in  early  Fall  Preachers’ 
Meetings.  Members  of  the  Committee  on 
Health  and  Welfare  will  carry  the  mater¬ 
ials  and  make  presentation  in  September 
and  October. 


approximately  six  hours  and  will  give  an 
overview  of  both  new  hymnals.  Ideas  for 
using  music  for  the  new  hymnals  in 
worship  and  with  groups  will  be 
discussed  and  demonstrated.  The 
seminars  will  also  give  participants  an 
opportunity  to  experience  the  music. 

A  registration  fee  of  $15.00  per  person 
will  be  charged.  All  participants  will 
receive  the  copies  of  both  books,  other 
interpretive  materials. 

“The  Supplement  to  the  Book  of 
Hymns”  contains  approximately  140 
songs  from  Old/New  Gospel  traditions, 
songs  from  Ethnic  Minority  Sources, 
Contemporary,  Standard  and  “Pop” 
hymnody,  Scripture  Songs,  Psalmody, 
Shaped/note  hymnody,  as  well  as 
examples  of  rounds  in  other  music  useful 
in  worship. 

Contents  of  the  “Supplements”  were 
selected  from  three  basic  sources;  1) 
hymns  already  held  in  common  use  by 
United  Methodist,  but  not  included  in  the 
Book  of  Hymns;  2)  representative  songs 
identified  by  task  forces  from  four 
Ethnic  Minority  Groups  within  the 
church,  i.e.,  Native  American,  Afro- 


Native  American  Ministry  of  Presence  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona.. He  served  as  minister 
on  the  Fort  Yuma  Indian  Reservation 
and  in  the  Indian  Ministry  of  San  Diego. 
He  also  served  for  twenty -one  years  in 
the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence  where  he  also  was  the  district 
superintendent. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
about  this  convocation,  write  the  confer¬ 
ence  office  for  details. 


THE 

UNITED 
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For  information  contact  Dr. 
J.  J.  Caraway,  P.O.  Box 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821. 
(504)  927-7820. 


—  September  has  been  set  aside  as  a 
month-long  period  of  cultivation  for  The 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  We  will  be 
announcing  details  in  August  for  the 
program  that  has  been  planned  by  the 
Board. 

—  The  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
planning  a  Curricu-shop  for  the  Fall  of 
1982.  This  is  a  major  event  for  an  Annual 
Conference,  and  utilizes  a  large  number 
of  leaders.  The  Task  Group  to  plan  for  it, 
will  meet  in  September.  Also  being 
planned  is  an  event  called  “Intro  ’80s” 
for  mid-March.  This  will  be  a  Workshop 
to  introduce  all  the  new  curriculum 
material. 

—  The  new  Adult  Material  will  be 
available  this  Fall.  It  is  to  be  presented  in 
all  of  the  Charge  Conferences  by  the 
district  superintendent.  There  will  be  a 
Survey  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
series  which  will  take  six  months  to 
complete.  This  survey  will  use  cassette 
tapes,  discussion,  and  a  pupil’s  work¬ 
book.  After  the  survey,  the  class  will  do 
an  “in-depth”  study  of  each  book  of  the 
Bible.  This  will  be  a  three-year  cycle. 
There  is  great  excitement  about  the  new 
material.  The  Council  of  Bishops  feels 
that  it  is  one  of  the  best  things  that  the 
Church  has  produced  for  Adults.  If  you 
have  not  ordered  a  “Sampler,”  ask  your 
district  superintendent  to  let  you  borrow 
his  so  you  may  review  it. 
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American,  Hispanic,  and  Asian  Amer¬ 
ican;  3)  new  hymns  made  available  by 
denominational  and  private  publishers 
since  1963  and  the  contents  of  the  current 
hymnal  were  determined. 

The  “Songs  of  Zion”  is  a  hymn  book  of ’ 
music  in  the  black  tradition.  It  includes 
compositions  by  black  composers  in  the 
hymn,  gospel,  spiritual,  and  anthem, 
Afro-American  liberation  and  response 
genres.  There  are  also  original  and 
specifically  arranged  compositions  for 
special  occasions. 

According  to  co-editor/co-coordinator 
Verolga  Nix,  the  songbook  has  a  total  of 
254  selections,  including  36  gospel  hymns 
and  98  spirituals.  “A  history  of  composi¬ 
tional  styles  in  sacred  music  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  composers  and  arrangers 
spanning  several  centuries  and  conti¬ 
nents,”  Nix  said.  "Among  these  are 
Isaac  Watts,  Charles  Wesley,  John 
Newton,  James  Cleveland,  Andrae 
Crouch,  Clara  Ward,  Lena  McLin  and 
many  others.” 

If  you  are  interested  in  more  details, 
either  contact  the  conference  office  or 
John  Ricketts  at  Broadmoor. 


Effective  small 


membership  church 

There  is  a  workshop  scheduled  for 
people  in  small  membership  churches.  It 
will  be  held  September  14-17  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah  Assembly  in  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. 

The  lecturer  for  this  meeting  will  be 
Dr.  Rene  Bideaux,  Director  of  Hinton 
Rural  Life  Center,  Hayesville,  North 
Carolina.  Dr.  Bideaux  will  speak  five 
times  during  the  workshop.  He  has 
served  as  a  pastor,  missionary,  district 
superintendent,  teacher,  and  author,  and 
has  a  stimulating  message  for  persons 
involved  in  the  ministry  and  mission  of 
small-membership  church.  Other 
leaders  will  be  Victor  H.  Nixon,  Arkan¬ 
sas  Area  Director  of  Cooperative  Parish 
Ministries;  Sidney  Fowler,  New  Mexico 
Conference;  and  Elise  Shoemaker, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  program  is  for  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  pastors,  Sunday  School  teachers, 
Church  School  superintendents, 
Program  Area  chairpersons,  Parish  and 
Local  Church  Council  on  Ministries 
members,  Administrative  CouiT- 
cil/Board  members,  chairpersons  of 
Town  and  Country  Ministries,  Worship 
Leaders,  Music  and  Choir  directors. 

Registration  fee  is  $15.00;  persons 
interested  should  write  The  Conference 
office  for  more  details. 


A  word  about  our 


new  venture 


This  is  the  first  of  what  will  be  a 
monthly  special  page,  sponsored  by 
the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  It  will  appear  on  the  first 
Friday  of  each  month  in  all  of  the 
Louisiana  editions  of  the  paper,  and 
will  be  designed  to  bring  your  local 
church  council  on  ministries 
information  from  the  Conference 
Program  Boards  about  the  events, 
programs,  and  special  emphases 
that  will  help  them  have  a  better 
program. 

We  have  planned  for  this  page  to 
be  used  by  any  one  of  the  Program 
Boards  to  bring  you  “newsletter 
type”  information,  so  that  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  glean  from  a  half- 
dozen  different  sources  “something 
that  you  read  somewhere.”  It  is 
hoped  that  you  will  know  that  this 
special  page  will  carry  those  impor¬ 
tant  notes,  and  that  if  you  keep  the 
first  issue  each  month,  you  have  it 
altogether  to  use. 


Opportunities  to  build  a  better 
church,  a  better  world  through  the 
Advance:  National  Division,  World 
Division,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
Africa  Special  Program,  World 
Hunger  Special  Program, 
Conference  and  District  Advance 
Specials. 


The  liberation  of  the  city 


Looking  ahead 
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‘Biblical  Mandate’  theme 
of  UMW’s  mission  school 


“Biblical  Mandate:  Mission”  will  be 
the  theme  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women’s  School  of 
Christian  Mission  July  21  through  July  26. 

Based  at  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  the  Midweek  School  will 
open  with  registration  Tuesday  morning 
July  21  with  an  opening  session  at  1  p.m. 
This  session  will  conclude  Friday  with  a 
morning  session  ending  at  Noon. 

The  Weekend  session  will  begin  Friday 
afternoon  at  4:30  p.m.  for  those  attending 
their  first  School  and  6  p.m.  for  everyone. 
It  will  also  close  at  noon  Sunday,  July  26. 

Deans  for  the  School  will  be  Amy  Ward 
and  Johnnye  Butler. 

The  study  of  Isaiah  40-55  will  be 
presented  to  the  entire  School  by  Dr. 
John  Holbert. 

Two  other  studies  will  be  presented 
with  participants  chosing  between  one  of 
the  two. 

“Europe:  Dimensions  of  Christian 
Mission”  will  be  taught  by  Donna 
Paustian,  Kathy  Henderson,  Clarita 
Dennis  and  Virginia  Binger. 

The  other  choice  is  “Partners  in 
Pluralism”  as  taught  by  Martha  Watson, 
LaVon  Wilson  and  Margaret  St.  Amant. 

The  audio-visual  work  for  the  School 
will  be  presented  by  Eleine  Phillips. 

Music  and  worship  will  be  led  by 
Audrey  Milo. 

A  German  Festival  will  be  held  on 
Monday  night  for  the  Midweek  School 
and  Friday  night  for  the  Weekend  School. 

Registration  for  the  School  is  $8.50  and 
should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Fred  Barr,  200 
Fairfield  Dr.,  Ruston,  La.  71270. 

Those  interested  in  staying  in 
dormitories  should  contact  Lottie 
Palazzo  at  2221  Elizabeth  St.,  Metairie, 
La,  70003. 

The  School  is  open  to  all  ministers  and 
laity  and  all  are  urged  to  attend. 
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President  Webb 


speaks 


to  graduating  seniors 


Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  was  the  guest 
minister  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Providence  and  a 
luncheon  honoring  the  graduating 
seniors. 

Webb  spoke  to  the  high  school  students 
and  parents  about  the  College  at  the 
luncheon. 

Webb  later  met  with  church  and 
community  leaders  to  discuss  the  needs 
of  Centenary  and  how  the  local  church 
and  community  leaders  could  help 
students  attend  through  a  variety  of 
scholarship  programs. 


So  you  want  to  help  the  hungry? 

Give  to  World  Hunger  Advance  Specials. 


Lake  Providence  graduating  seniors  are  from  left  Alvin  Minsky.  Leslie  Harbin.  Tim 
Oswalt.  Dr.  Donald  Webb.  Lisa  Miller,  Andy  Brister  and  Marion  Herzog,  local  chair 
of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry. 
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Two  honored  for  service 


Lt.  Col.  William  S.  Vance  portrayed  “John  Wesley"  at  the  Southside  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe.  La.  He  is 
shown  with  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  of  the  church. 

Vance  first  portrayed  Wesley  at  the  annual  meeeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Missions  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas  in  1975. 
Since  that  time,  “John  Wesley”  has  appeared  in  over  300  churches.  Conferences  and  seminars  all  over  the  nation  to  an 
estimated  80,000  people  including  the  1976  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Vance  is  now  retired  from  the  Air  Force  and  is  associated  with  Frontier  Airlines  where  he  is  a  captain  of  a  Boeing  737.  He 
and  his  wife  Lee  have  four  children. 


at  MacDonell  agency 


Two  persons  were  honored  by  the 
Board  and  Director  of  the  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
Inc. 

Mary  H.  Stone  was  honored  for  16 
years  of  service  as  a  child  care  worker 
and  Mrs.  A1  B,  Nichols  was  honored  for 
her  five  years  as  president  of  the  board. 

Stone  was  interviewed  and  hired  in  the 
kitchen  at  Wesley  House  and  is  one  of 
the  last  employees  of  the  agency  to  work 


with  children  who  were  raised  at  the 
agency. 

Stone  was  later  hired  on  a  24-hour  shift 
to  work  in  a  cottage  with  13  children.  She 
is  leaving  to  travel  and  retire. 

Nichols  retired  in  September  of  1980 
after  moving  to  College  Station,  Texas. 

1981  has  brought  many  changes  to  the 
agency.  This  summer,  many  of  the  older 
boys  and  girls  who  have  spent  up  to  10 
years  at  the  agency  have  left  to  return  to 


family  or  enter  a  foster  home.  The 
agency  no  longer  provides  service  for 
families  who  have  separated  with  the 
father  working  off-shore  and  needing  a 
home  for  his  children. 

Still  a  residential  facility,  MacDonell 
now  primarily  cares  for  children  in 
emergency  situations  or  those  who 
require  special  attention  outside  of  their 
home  Special  counseling  is  available 
and  children  are  able  to  return  to  their 
families  in  a  much  shorter  length  of  time. 


Executive  Director  G.  J.  Bridges  is  shown  presenting  a 
commemorative  plaque  to  Mary  H.  Stone  for  her  16  vears  of 
employment  with  the  MacDoneil  United  Methodist  Children  s 
Services,  Inc.  Stone  retired  this  month  as  a  cottage 
coordinator. 


Mrs.  A1  B.  Nichols  is  shown  receiving  a  plaque  for  her  five 
years  as  president  of  the  Board  for  the  MacDonell  United 
Methodist  Children's  Services,  Inc.  Presenting  the  plaque  are 
Morris  L.  Floyd,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  John 
JVlurray^president  of  the  board. 


Four  Dillard  retirees  honored 


Four  Dillard  University  officials,  re¬ 
tiring  after  nearly  80  years  of  com¬ 
bined  service,  were  honored  June  7 
with  a  dinner  on  the  Dillard  Campus. 

The  retirees  are  Dr  Daniel  C. 
Thompson,  vice  president  for  academic 
affairs;  Dr.  Mack  J.  Spears,  dean  of 
student  affairs  and  president  of  the 
Orleans  Parish  School  Board;  Vernon 
Winslow,  associate  professor  of  art  and 
George  W.  Parker  Jr  ,  director  of 
Advanced  Institutional  Development 
Program  (AIDP). 

Thompson  went  to  Dillard  in  1945  and 


served  over  the  years  as  professor  of 
sociology  and  chair  of  the  division  of 
social  science. 

Spears  began  his  career  at  Dillard  as  a 
student,  returning  to  the  University  in 
1968  after  a  teaching  and  administrative 
career  in  the  Orleans  Parish  school 
system  for  34  years. 

Winslow  has  worked  with  Dillard  off 
and  on  for  29  years,  beginning  in  1938.  He 
has  served  as  an  instructor,  assistant 
and  associate  professor  of  art  since  1961. 

Another  Dillard  alumnus,  Parker,  has 
served  as  director  of  AIDP  since  1976.  He 


served  as  Alumni  Secretary  from  1958  to 
1961. 

Among  those  on  hand  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  four  were  New  Orleans  Mayor  Ernest 
Morial  who  presented  a  certificate  of 
achievement  to  each  of  the  retirees,  Dr. 
Samuel  D.  Cook,  president  of  Dillard; 
Dr.  Albert  W.  Dent,  president  emeritus; 
Dr.  Emmett  W.  Bashful,  chancellor  of 
Southern  University  in  New  Orleans; 
Lilliam  D.  Perry,  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  Dillard  and  president  of 
the  Dillard  National  Alumni  Association 
and  Dr.  Charles  Martin,  superintendent 
of  the  Orleans  Parish  School  System. 
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High  court  nomination  has  both 
actual  and  symbolic  significance 


We  commend  President  Ronald 
Reagan  for  his  nomination  last  week  of 
Appeals  Court  Judge  Sandra  O’Connor  of 
Arizona  to  be  the  first  woman  on  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court.  While  this  action 
obviously  is  not  without  political  impli¬ 
cations,  we  believe  it  represents  a 
needed  step  which  should  be  warmly 
supported  by  Christians. 

Sex,  race  and  religion  have  been  the 
three  most  prominent  barriers  to  “equal 
justice  for  all”  in  our  nation’s  history.  At 
times,  each  of  these  barriers  has 
reinforced  the  others. 

The  election  of  John  F.  Kennedy  as  the 
first  Catholic  president  exploded  the 
tradition  that  no  Roman  Catholic  could 
be  trusted  to  command  the  White  House. 
The  appointment  of  Thurgood  Marshall 
as  the  first  black  person  on  the  Supreme 
Court  likewise  shattered  the  long¬ 
standing  tradition  that  excluded  blacks 
from  wearing  the  robes  of  justice. 

Now  an  important  step  is  about  to  be 
taken  toward  destroying  the  third 
barrier.  Assuming  that  the  U.S.  Senate  in 
its  confirmation  hearings  finds  Judge 
O’Connor  as  qualified  for  the  office  as 
President  Reagan  obviously  believes  her 
to  be,  her  swearing  in  as  the  first  woman 
Associate  Justice  on  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  will  be  an  event  of  enormous  hist¬ 
orical  significance.  It  will  shatter  a 
barrier  that  has  stood  for  more  than  two 
centuries.  And  her  nomination  also 
carries  immense  significance  as  a 
symbolic  step  toward  the  achievement  of 
equality  for  women  in  our  society. 

As  Christians,  we  believe  in  equal 
justice  for  all  persons  —  regardless  of 
race  or  sex.  Our  biblical  heritage  clearly 
affirms  that  all  human  beings  are 
created  in  “the  image  of  God.”  Jesus 
taught  that  we  should  treat  all  people  the 
same  way  that  we  would  treat  Him.  The 
ideal  of  human  equality  is  specifically 
guaranteed  for  all  citizens  in  the  U.S. 
Constitution  —  largely  as  a  result  of 
Christian  influence  upon  the  framers  of 
that  remarkable  document. 

An  additional  point  of  major 
significance  in  Judge  O’Connor’s 
nomination  is  the  fact  that  leaders  of  the 
“New  Religious  Right”  tried  so  hard  to 
stall  it,  and  now  are  engaged  in  an  all-out 
campaign  to  block  her  confirmation. 
This  coalition  of  religious  groups 
endorsed  Mr.  Reagan  last  fall  because  he 
was  deemed  to  be  more  sympathetic 
than  his  opponent  to  their  views  on  a 
group  of  narrowly  defined  “moral” 
issues  such  as  abortion  and  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment.  They  claim  to  have 
played  a  key  role  in  Mr.  Reagan’s 
election  and  they  obviously  expected  to 
have  a  decisive  influence  on  his 
nominations. 


For  Q, 


ramma 

November  4, 1980 

Editor’s  Note:  The  following  poem 
was  written  by  a  teenage  girl  on  the 
occasion  of  her  grandmother’s 
funeral.  We  wish  to  share  this 
expression  of  deep  faith  with 
TM/UMR  readers. 

Faith  is  the  growing  flower  which 
blooms  in  all  who  believe. 

Faith  is  the  seed, 

Love  makes  it  grow, 

Hope  waters  andTeeds  it  each  day. 
From  the  tenderness  of  the  perfumed 
petal 

to  the  pain  of  its  thorny  stems, 
the  rose  reflects  our  lives ; 
painful  yet  penetrating, 
tender  yet  firm. 

Life  has  its  ups  and  downs, 
as  the  rose  which  dies  in  winter 
only  to  live  again  in  spring. 

—  Lee  Ann  Oliver 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
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President  Reagan  stunned  these  right- 
wing  supporters  with  his  choice  of  a 
woman  who,  he  says,  has  a  conservative 
philosophy  compatible  with  his  own.  The 
President  seems  to  have  looked  beyond 
Judge  O’Connor’s  “pro-choice"  stance 
on  abortion  and  her  one-time  advocacy  of 
ERA  during  1974  when  she  was  an 
Arizona  legislator.  He  surely  applauds, 
as  we  do,  her  insistence  that  she  will 
issue  no  substantive  comments  on  th<*e 
or  on  similar  subjects,  except  as  may  be 
called  for  during  her  confirmation 
hearing.  She  obviously,  and  appro¬ 
priately,  is  unwilling  to  compromise  the 
integrity  of  the  court  by  publicly  pre¬ 
judging  how  she  would  vote  on  specific 
issues. 

Justice,  she  seemed  to  say,  demands 
that  a  member  of  the  court  retain  an 
open  mind,  not  dictated  to  by  any  special 
interest  group,  any  fellow  justice,  or 
even  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  until  all  evidence  is  presented  and 
all  arguments  are  heard  by  the  court. 

We  also  find  solid  reassurance  for 
persons  in  the  broad  mainstream  of 
American  religious  life  in  the  harshly 
negative  reaction  of  the  “New  Religious 
Right”  to  Judge  O’Connor’s  nomination. 
Merely  by  the  naming  of  a  woman,  in  the 
face  of  certain  and  coldly  calculated 
opposition  by  his  “religious”  supporters, 
President  Reagan  has  told  the  nation 
that  he  will  not  be  held  captive  by  any 
special  interest  group  no  matter  how 
much  that  group  contributed  to  his 
election.  And  the  President  also  served 
notice  that  he  does  not  intend  to  allow 
some  of  his  over-zealous  “single  issue” 
supporters  to  run  roughshod  over  others 
who  disagree  with  them  on  those  issues. 

Political  scientists  commonly  say  that 
a  President’s  placements  on  the 
Supreme  Court  have  more  lasting  effect 
on  the  nation  than  does  the  individual’s 
presidency  itself.  We  commend 
President  Reagan  both  for  his  history- 
making  choice  of  a  qualified  woman  to 
serve  on  our  nation’s  highest  court,  and 
for  his  unwillingness  to  compromise  the 
cause  of  justice  in  order  to  pacify  one 
group  of  his  supporters. 


‘World  Hunger'  is  not  out  of 
style  -  contributions  are  lagging 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
letter  was  submitted  by  Betty  D 
Henderson,  the  Hunger  Project 
Coordinator  for  the  National  Division 
of  the  UMC's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Her  appeal  is  for  renewed 
support  of  one  of  our  church's 
continuing  emphases  —  world  hunger 
—  for  which  contributions  are  lagging 
dramatically  so  far  during  1981. 

To  the  Editor. 

I  have  read  recent  letters  regarding 
the  pros  and  cons  of  the  impact  of 
cutbacks  and  block  grants  on  social 
services  in  this  country.  I  am 
painfully  aware  that  the  effect  comes 
hardest  on  those  least  able  to  help 
themselves. 

Perhaps  it  is  true  that  mission 
agencies  became  too  dependent  on 
federal  funds  over  the  past  10  to  15 
years,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  giving 
for  mission  causes  did  not  keep  up 
with  the  mission  needs  nor  the 
mission  mandate  of  several  General 
Conferences.  The  increased  use  of 
federal  funds  did  not  even  enable  our 
mission  agencies  to  keep  pace. 

Each  day  across  my  desk,  peering 
out  from  paragraphs  and  crying  after 
the  commas,  come  children  without 
food,  elderly  persons  without  medical 


care  or  the  means  to  get  it.  families 
who  are  dispossessed,  men  and 
women  ground  down  with 
insensitivity  who  once  were  on  the 
road  to  self-sufficiency  and  now  dare 
not  look  up  from  a  well  of  despair,  and 
all  I  can  do  is  ask  for  help. 

Where  is  the  concern  for  a  Special 
Emphasis  on  World  Hunger?  Less 
than  $50,000  has  been  given  for  the 
total  Special  Emphasis  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1981  to  meet  a  need 
of  over  $1  million  in  national  mission- 
related  programs  alone! 

I  will  not  accept  the  excuse  that 
“World  Hunger  is  out  of  style,”  or  that 
World  Hunger  is  “last  year’s  fad!” 
There  must  be  another  way!  Literally 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  women, 
men,  children,  youth  and  families 
come  daily  to  National  Division 
mission-related  programs  and 
projects  questioning  whether  the 
Christ  they  knew  “who  nourished 
spirit  and  flesh”  is  still  the  same. 

Jesus  is  ahead  of  us  in  Galilee  and 
we  must  follow  quickly  ‘ere  we  lose 
ourselves  along  the  way! 

Betty  D.  Henderson 
Hunger  Project  Coordinator 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  New  York  10115 


Children  invited  to 
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How  would  you  aid  the  hungry? 


TM/UMR  wants  to  know  what  the 
children  and  youth  in  families  which 
receive  this  newspaper  think 
Christians  can  do  to  help  the  hungry  in 
light  of  Jesus  saying,  “I  was  hungry 
and  you  fed  me’.” 

We  invite  articles,  drawings, 
prayers,  poems,  short  essays  of  250 
words  or  less,  photos  or  any  other 
submission  that  can  be  reproduced  in 
TM/UMR.  (Slides  are  not  suitable) 

TM/UMR  contest 

Later  this  summer  we  will  devote  a 
major  part  of  one  issue  to  “What 
young  Christians  can  do  to  feed  the 
hungry.”  Entrants  whose  material  is 
used  in  the  newspaper  will  receive  a 
copy  of  “Loaves  and  Fishes,”  a  young 


to 


people’s  cook-book  and  guide 
shaping  one’s  eating  habits  as  a 
Christian. 

Following  are  the  rules  for  entries : 

(1)  You  must  be  12  years  old  or 
younger  for  the  children’s  category; 
18  years  old  or  younger  for  the  yquth 
category. 

(2)  Mail  your  material  to:  Hunger 
Feature,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 

(3)  All  material  must  be  post¬ 
marked  on  or  before  August  3, 1981 . 

(4)  You  must  attach  your  full  name, 
age,  address,  parents’  name,  and  the 
name  of  your  local  church. 

(5)  Material  cannot  be  returned 
unless  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope. 


Here  I  Stand 

Corrective  steps  wiU 
make  church  grow 


JULY  17.  1981 


By  C.E.  PEEPLES 

Is  our  church  not  being  heard  today 
because  it  does  not  deserve  to  be  heard? 

Although  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  develop  lay  leadership  if  it  expects  to 
grow,  the  pastor  —  the  paid  employee  — 
must  take  the  lead  in  developing  a  strong 
and  effective  lay  leadership  and  an 
effective  well-rounded  program.  The  late 
Dr.  Umphrey  Lee  said  a  preacher  wears 
the  intellectual  collar  that  was  in  vogue 
the  year  he  graduated  from  the 
seminary.  This  leads  often  to  a  one-sided 
emphasis.  To  lead  significantly,  those  of 
us  who  preach  must  take  off  the  blinders 
and  preach  the  gospel  in  its  wholeness. 

First,  why  should  we  not  preach  to  the 
“felt  needs”  of  our  people  as  well  as 
proclaiming  justice  in  all  relationships  of 
life?  Why  should  we  not  call  for  freedom 
from  cruelty  and  injustice  in 
democracies,  military  dictatorships  and 
also  in  communist  countries  alike? 

Second,  should  not  those  who  so  often 
speak  for  the  church  and  emphasize 
opportunity  for  the  underprivileged  give 
equal  emphasis  to  dependability,  honesty 
and  the  Protestant  ethic  of  work? 

Third,  we’ll  make  greater  progress  if 
those  who  speak  for  the  church  will  shed 
their  anti-business  attitude.  Of  course 
there  are  some  business  executives  who 
are  not  overly  concerned  about  public 
welfare,  but  many  of  the  heads  of  our 
great  corporations  are  in  the  forefront  in 
pushing  worthwhile  endeavors.  The 
small  corner  grocery  alone  cannot  get 
the  jobs  done.  We  will  either  have  big 
business  or  surrender  our  economic, 
political,  and  ultimately,  our  religious 
freedom  to  a  cumbersome,  stifling,  all- 
powerful  police  state,  after  which  we  will 
pray  and  long  for  another  George 
Washington. 

Fourth,  while  alerting  our  people  to  the 
needs  of  the  Third  World,  we  can  at  the 
same  time  send  medically  trained 
people,  along  with  others,  who  can  teach 
effective  family-planning.  It  is  time  to 
begin  dialogue  with  those  Christian 
leaders  who  block  or  effectively  prohibit 
family-planning,  causing  millions  to  be 
bom  into  the  world  as  victims  of 
ignorance,  inadequate  shelter,  disease, 
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and  starvation. 

Fifth,  dynamic  preaching,  along  with  a 
well-rounded  program,  is  essential  if  the 
church  is  to  grow  in  usefulness.  The  late 
Dr.  Paul  W.  Quillian  said  half  of  the  good 
he  did  for  his  church  he  did  at  eleven- 
thirty  on  Sunday  morning.  Long  sermons 
are  counter-productive:  at  the  speed  our 
civilization  moves  today,  twenty  minutes 
is  about  the  length  a  well-prepared 
sermon  should  consume.  The  television 
minister  who  has  the  largest  audience 
today  knows  this.  Cannot  a  well-prepared 
sermon  be  preached  in  unhurried  fashion 
within  that  amount  of  time?  Should  not  a 
minister  give  an  hour  in  study  and 
preparation  for  each  of  the  twenty 
minutes  he  preaches?  Can  not  we  have 
an  orderly  morning  worship  service  that, 
as  one  writer  suggested,  moves  from 
concentration  on  God  to  confession, 
exaltation,  information  and  dedication, 
but  without  a  ritual  so  dominant  as  to  be 
deadening? 

Finally,  no  church  can  grow  and  hold 
its  members  —  particularly  young 
married  couples  with  children  —  that 
does  not  have  a  good  educational 
program.  Space  forbids  discussing 
leadership  of  the  pastor  and  key  lay 
persons  in  organizing  an  effective 
financial  program,  listening  to  those  who 
need  counseling,  being  in  a  limited 
number  of  civic  undertakings  and 
reserving  time  for  an  enriching  home 
life.  This  requires  organization  and 
discipline,  but  it  can  and  is  being  done  by 
some  of  our  ministers. 

Let  us  be  open  and  diligent  and  make 
the  message  of  our  church  heard! 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor.  Dr.  C.  E.  Peeples,  is 
President  Emeritus  of  Lon  Morris 
College,  a  United  Methodist  college  in 
Jacksonville.  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR.  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Christians  have  relevant  word  to  speak  on  abortion  issue 


To  the  Editor: 

The  lead  editorial  in  TM/UMR,  June 
19,  headlined  “Consensus  needed  to  ban 
abortion  lacking,”  decries  the  imposing 
of  “one’s  religious  convictions”  opposing 
abortions  “on  others.”  The  imposing  of 
Christian  convictions  has  had  a  salutary 
effect  throughout  die  Christian  era,  e.g. 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  polygamy 
and  human  sacrifice.  We  assume  that 
Christian  ethics  ought  to  affect 
legislation.  Especially  is  this  influence 
important  when  a  right  so  basic  as  the 
right  to  life  is  at  issue.  Over  a  million 
unborn  babies  have  had  the  convictions 
of  others  —  whether  religious  or  secular, 
“pro-choice”  or  “pro-abortion”  —  fatally 
imposed  on  them  each  year  since 
January  22, 1973. 

The  sheer  novelty  of  the  permissive 
attitude  toward  abortion  ought  to  make  it 
suspect  as  acceptable  in  the  church.  As 
the  church  historian  Latourette  points 
out,  the  church  encountered  abortion  in 
the  pagan  Roman  Empire  and 
condemned  it.  There  has  been  a 
consistent  stand  in  the  church  opposing 
abortion  articulated  by  both  Catholic  and 
Protestant  teachers  including  John 
Calvin,  John  Wesley,  and  contemporary 
ethicist,  Paul  Ramsey.  John  Wesley  in 
his  Dec.  2,  1737  entry  in  his  Journal 
included  in  his  indictment  of  the 
depravity  of  the  Georgian  Indians  the 
charge  that  they  were  “murderers  of 
their  own  children,  it  being  a  common 
thing.  .  .for  a  woman  either  to  procure 
abortion,  or  to  throw  her  child  into  the 
next  river,  because  she  will  go  with  her 
husband  to  the  war.  ” 

The  debate  on  the  Human  Life  Statute 
hopefully  will  focus  our  country’s 
attention  where  it  belongs,  on  the  nature 
of  those  who  are  being  aborted.  TTie 
Christians  have  a  relevant  word  to  speak 
in  the  debate  on  behalf  of  “the  least”  and 
most  innocent  of  Christ’s  brothers  and 
sisters  —  the  unborn. 

Robert  B.  Mussman 

Springfield,  Ohio 

‘Pro-choice’  is  seeking  to 
‘have  cake  and  eat  it  too’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “pro-choice”  explanation 
regarding  abortion  given  in  your  June  19 
“Readers-Editors  Dialogue”  column 
reminds  one  of  the  attempt  to  “have  your 
cake  and  eat  it  too!" 

Suppose  a  certain  Mrs.  Wesley  in  her 
generation  had  become  infatuated  with 
the  present  United  Methodist  stance  of 
“pro-choice”  rather  than  the  narrow- 
simplistic  “pro-life”  position  of  some 
radicals  within  the  denomination. 
Certainly,  in  her  case  and  circumstances 
she  could  easily  have  come  to  the 
decision  of  a  few  abortions  “after 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration 
by  the  parties  involved,  with  medical, 
pastoral,  and  other  appropriate 
counsel.”  After  all,  she  could  have  said 
that  two,  three,  or  four  children  were 
enough.  The  local  abortion  mill  could 
take  care  of  any  later  "unfortunate” 
pregnancies.  If  she  had  followed  such  a 
course  of  action,  it  would  have 
conveniently  eliminated  two  well-known 
Wesleys  by  the  names  of  John  and 
Charles!  If  that  actually  had  happened  it 
is  certain  that  the  name  “Methodist” 
would  never  have  come  into  existence! 

We  can  play  our  semantic  games  until 
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the  end  of  time,  but  the  bottom  line  of 
“pro-choice”  still  totals  up  to  giving 
sanction  to  the  tragic  slaughter  of  the 
unborn  which  now  amounts  to  over  one 
million  per  year  in  this  country. 

We  are  a  nation  of  fools  if  we  are  so 
naive  as  to  believe  that  God,  who  has  a 
purpose  for  every  human  life  and 
redeemed  that  life  through  His  Son 
Jesus,  will  allow  this  senseless  killing  to 
continue  without  eventual  intervention 
and  retribution  on  His  part.  The  law  of 
sowing  and  reaping  is  still  in  effect! 

Further,  we  can  no  longer  point  a 
condemning,  self-righteous  finger  at 
Nazi  Germany  since  we  as  a  nation  have 
now  out-scored  them  in  the 
extermination  of  human  life  by  at  least 
four  million!  „  „  . 

Clayton  D.  Harnger 
Belsano,  Pennsylvania 

Court  is  out  of  its  field 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  editorial  in  the  issue  of  June  19, 
where  you  deal  with  the  issue  of  abortion, 
you  say:  “We  believe  the  1973  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  actually  reflects 
a  far  more  realistic  and  profound  degree 
of  sensitivity  to  the  ethical  issues 
surrounding  legalized  abortion  than  do 
the  efforts  of  those  who  claim  for 
themselves  the  ‘Right  to  Life’  label.  ” 

What  right  do  you  have,  other  than 
editorial  license,  to  make  such  a 
judgment? 

I  deeply  resent  the  assertion  that  “nine 
old  men”  on  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  can  make  a  more  sensitive 
judgment  regarding  the  ethical  issues 
surrounding  the  issue  of  abortion  than  I, 
or  any  other  knowledgeable  Christian, 
who  supports  the  pro-life  position. 

I  have  spent  a  lifetime  in  dealing  with 
ethical  values  in  many  fields,  and  in 
social  activism  to  support  those  values.  I 
do  not  yield  in  the  matter  of  competency 
in  making  moral  judgments  to  any 
member  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
Court  was  out  of  its  field  when  it  made 
the  1973  judgment  on  abortion. 

Clarence  F.  Avey 
Westfield,  Massachusetts 

Freedom  of  choice  and 
‘Right  to  Love’  suggested 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  a  message  to  deliver  to  all  those 
“Right  to  Life”  people.  How  about 
changing  to  “Right  to  Love.”  Each  child 
should  have  a  mother  who  wants  it. 

All  who  claim  to  be  so  concerned  about 
life  should  be  spending  their  time  making 
loving  homes  for  all  the  poor  little 


children  in  this  world  who  have  already 
been  bom.  They  say  “life”  is  so 
important,  yet  our  welfare  workers  can’t 
find  enough  people  to  take  all  those 
unwanted  troubled  children  who  need 
loving  homes. 

Should  we  really  tell  a  woman  she  has 
no  right  to  get  an  abortion  if  she  has  a 
drunken  or  abusive  husband,  a  house  full 
of  underfed  children  or  many  other  “sin 
sick”  situations?  This  is  not  to  mention 
the  selfish  person  who  does  not  want 
anything  to  interfere  with  her  career,  or 
her  figure,  or  whatever. 

Let’s  keep  the  freedom  of  choice  open 
and  let  “Right  to  Love”  be  our  motto. 

Belle  Roberts 
Edgewood,  New  Mexico 

Many  phrases  of  Social 
Principles  are  vague 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  article,  headlined 
"  ‘Pro-abortion’  and  ‘pro-choice,’  each 
has  a  distinctive  meaning.”  (TM/UMR 
June  19),  I  agree  that  the  statement  found 
in  the  Social  Principles  of  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  is  rightfully 
called  a  “pro-choice”  rather  than  a  “pro- 
abortion”  stance. 

Yet,  I  wish  that  less  care  was  taken  to 
be  inclusive  when  this  statement  was 
made.  There  are  many  phrases  that  are 
vague.  What  falls  within  the  realm  of 
“tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life  that  may 
justify  abortion”?  What  constitutes  an 
“unacceptable  pregnancy”? 

In  the  United  States  more  than  1 
million  abortions  are  performed 
annually.  Certainly,  a  denomination  that 
has  nearly  10  million  members  should 
not  be  evasive  on  the  most  important 
social  issue  of  our  times.  Now  is  the  time 
for  us  to  stand  up  and  speak  our  minds 
boldly. 

I  recognize  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  reputation  for  social 
awareness;  yet  I  believe  that  the  church 
is  for  the  most  part  ineffectual  because  it 
tries  to  be  all  things  to  all  people. 

In  1972  our  church  took  a  “pro-choice” 
position  concerning  abortion.  I  trust  that 
we  had  no  inclination  of  the  epidemic  of 
abortions  that  would  result  from  a  “Roe 
vs.  Wade”  type  of  court  decision.  But 
now  we  know.  Ignorance  is  no  longer  an 
excuse.  We’ve  seen  how  the  legalization 
of  abortion  has  been  grossly  abused. 

It  takes  courage  and  conviction  to  take 
a  definite  stand.  It  also  takes  courage  to 
admit  that  we  were  wrong.  Yet  people 
expect  religious  organizations  to  be 
courageous  when  moral  issues  are 


involved.  Frankly,  I  am  extremely 
disappointed  that  my  denomination  has 
chosen  to  hedge  on  this  vital  issue. 

David  McKinnon 
Dennison,  Ohio 

Articles  get  ‘Aniens’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Several  months  kgo  we  wrote'  to  say 
“Amen”  to  a  particular  job  that  you  had 
done  of  reporting  news  and  in  support  of 
a  particular  editorial  stand. 

Your  articles  in  the  June  19  issue  on  the 
“pro-choice”  abortion  position  were 
concise  in  their  reasoning,  genuinely 
experiential,  deeply  biblical,  and 
courageously  prophetic.  Today  we  write 
to  say  “Amen  and  Amen.” 

Roberts.  Zimmerman 
AlanS.  Brown 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 
Abolition  of  slavery  and 

abortion  are  similar 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  a  remarkable  parallel 
between  the  fight  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  over  a  century  ago  and  the  battle 
over  abortion  today.  The  central  issue  in 
both  struggles:  the  value  and  dignity  of  a 
human  life. 

The  “pro-choice”  people  are  taking  a 
position  similar  to  that  of  the  slave 


owners  in  the  old  south.  The  slave¬ 
owners  contended  that  they  had  the  right 
of  choice  on  whether  or  not  to  own  slaves. 
Their  freedom  of  choice  was  being 
threatened  by  the  Abolitionists.  Talk 
about  freedom  of  choice  and  the  right  to 
control  one’s  own  body  (property) 
sounds  noble  and  reasonable  if  -you  • 
ignore  the  central  issue.  The  slave-owner 
refused  to  acknowledge  that  black  people 
were  human  beings  of  great  value  in 
God’s  sight  and  entitled  to  all  rights 
accorded  other  humans. 

The  “pro-choice”  people  refuse  to 
acknowledge  the  self-evident  fact  that 
the  violation  of  a  human  life  is  involved 
in  the  choice  of  an  abortion.  They  insist 
on  the  right  of  absolute  control  over  the 
fetus,  even  the  right  to  destroy  it,  as 
though  it  were  so  much  disposable 
property.  The  fetus  is  human.  The  fetus 
is  alive.  To  kill  a  fetus  is  to  destroy  a 
human  life  (usually  for  self-serving 
purposes). 

Humanity  outgrew  its  old  6elief  that 
slavery  was  moral.  We  will  continue  to 
grow.  I  believe  the  future  belongs  to  that 
movement  which  seeks  to  abolish  the 
unrestrained  right  to  an  abortion. 

Whitney  J.  Dough 

Orlando.  Florida 


A  message  for  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  religious 
professionals. 


If  you  are  the  son  or  daughter 
of  a  religious  leader,  no  matter 
what  your  age,  you  now  have  the 
opportunity  to  buy  some  of  the 
finest  life  insurance  available  to¬ 
day— at  extremely  low  cost. 

This  offer  is  also  available  to 
your  spouse  and  your  children 
under  the  age  of  26. 

Although  our  name  is  Pres¬ 
byterian  Ministers'  Fund,  we  serve 
the  insurance  needs  of  all  reli¬ 
gious  faiths  and  denominations. 

In  fact,  we  are  the  only  in¬ 
surance  company  specializing  in 
serving  religious  leaders  for 
a  ' 


that  dates  back  to  1717.  This 
makes  PMF  America's  oldest  in¬ 
surance  company. 

This  wealth  of  experience  has 
enabled  PMF  to  design  low-cost 
insurance  policies  to  fit— and  grow 
with— your  specific  needs. 

For  example,  we  can  provide 
you  and  your  family  with  perma¬ 
nent  protection,  term  coverage 
or  a  combination  of  term  and 
whole  life. 

So  get  in  touch  with  us  now 
for  details  about  this  rare  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  insuring  rare  people— 
you  and  your  family-at  extremely 
low  cost. 


Write  us  today.  Or  phone  us 
at  these  numbers, 

(800)  523-4810 
In  PA:  (800)  462-4950 


W 

PRESBYTERIAN 

MINISTERS’ 

FUND 

1809  Walnut  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19103 


period  of  time  and  experience 
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30  seminaries  fall 
from  ‘approved’  list 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  -  In  the  first-ever 
United  Methodist  review  of 
seminaries  not  related  to  the 
denomination,  only  six  of  47  failed  the 
criteria  and  were  removed  from  the 
“approved”  list. 

Another  four,  however,  have  not  yet 
passed  the  review  and  will  be  studied 
for  another  year. 

In  addition  to  the  first  47  seminaries 
to  be  reviewed,  24  others  were  asked 
but  declined  to  be  reviewed  by  the 
University  Senate,  thereby  losing 
“approval”  and  forfeiting  the  right  to 
educate  United  Methodist  ministerial 
candidates. 

Several  have  been  popular  alterna¬ 
tives  to  UM-related  seminaries  for 
many  United  Methodist  ministerial 
students.  Nearly  100  United  Methodists 
were  enrolled  last  fall  in  the  six  semi¬ 
naries  that  lost  approval.  Another 
approximately  200  were  enrolled  in 
the  four  whose  status  remains  under 
review.  (Exact  statistics  weren’t 
immediately  available  from  the 
University  Senate.  The  estimates 
were  provided  by  the  unofficial  "Good 
News”  caucus  which  maintains  a 
mailing  list  for  UM  seminary  students 
for  its  newsletter.) 

The  senate  deliberated  and  voted  on 
the  schools’  new  statuses  at  a  closed 
meeting  in  late  June  but  did  not 
release  the  results  until  the 
seminaries  were  notified  (see 
TM/UMR,  July  3). 

The  denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 


(under  which  the  University  Senate 
operates)  made  the  results  public  this 
week.  A  bpard  release  stated  that  the 
six  seminaries  failed  the  review 
because  they  didn’t  meet  one  or  more 
of  five  criteria  also  used  to  evaluate 
the  13  UM-related  seminaries: 
freedom  of  academic  inquiry, 
opportunity  for  growth  in  UM 
tradition,  compatability  with  UM 
Social  Principles,  racial  and  sexual 
inclusiveness  and  academic 
accreditation. 

Three  of  the  four  seminaries  that 
are  continuing  under  review  were 
previously  on  the  “approved”  list  and 
will  remain  there  for  one  year.  A 
fourth,  Oral  Roberts  University’s 
School  of  Theology,  has  never  been  on 
the  list,  having  only  recently  received 
the  national  academic  accreditation 
which  heretofore  automatically 
qualified  a  school  for  United 
Methodist  approval.  An  on-site  visit 
by  the  University  Senate’s 
Commission  on  Theological 
Education  is  planned,  and  a  report  on 
ORU  will  be  presented  at  the  senate’s 
next  meeting  Jan.  7-9. 

The  other  75  academically-accredit¬ 
ed  seminaries,  which  were  not  asked 
to  be  reviewed,  will  be  studied  by 
the  Commission  on  Theological 
Education  during  the  next  three 
years.  In  the  meantime,  they  remain 
on  the  “approved”  list. 

In  the  past,  seminaries  not  related 
to  the  denomination  have  educated 
around  40  percent  of  the  persons  who 
are  ordained  United  Methodist 
ministers.  -ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


NOT-APPROVED 

Students  who  enter  the  following  seminaries  beginning  this  fall  should  not 
expect  graduation  from  the  schools  to  qualify  them  to  be  ordained  by  any 
annual  conference  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  according  to  Dr.  Fred  E. 
Blumer,  head  of  the  review  commission. 

However,  if  students  had  been  attending  these  seminaries  before  July  1, 1981, 
their  degrees  will  be  recognized  by  conference  boards  of  ordained  ministry.  But 
such  students  will  nevertheless  be  encouraged  to  change  schools,  Dr.  Blumer 
said. 

Oral  Roberts  University  has  not  been  disapproved,  but  also  has  not  been 


approved. 

Failed 

Declined  review 

review 

Andrews 

Episcopal 

Nashotah 

Seabury- 

Aquinas 

General 

House 

Westem 

Ashland 

Institute 

Graduate 

New  Orleans 

Southern 

Eastern  Baptist 

Atlantic 

Theo 

Baptist 

Baptist 

Erskine 

(Canada) 

Jesuit 

Pontifical 

Southwestern 

Lutheran 

Chicago 

(Chicago) 

Faculty 

Baptist 

Southern 

Lutheran 

Mary 

Saint 

Talbot  Theo. 

Philadelphia 

Church 

Immaculate 

Augustine's 

Toronto 

Lutheran 

Divinity 

Mennonite 

Saint  Johns 

Trinity 

Trinity 

Evangelical 

Concordia 

Lutheran 

Brethren 

Vladimir's 

Orthodox 

(Ontario) 

APPROVED 

Students  can  enter  the  seminaries  on  the  following  lists  with  the  assurance 
that  degrees  earned  there  will  be  accepted  by  annual  conferences. 
i-The  University  Senate’s  approval  of  the  37  “permanent”  schools  remains  in  force 
unless  a  new  review  is  deemed  necessary  and  the  seminary  fails  that  review. 

The  three  schools  “under  review”  are  approved  for  only  one  more  year.  At 
the  end  of  a  year’s  review  they  are  subject  to  being  listed  as  permanently 
approved,  continued  under  review,  or  dropped  from  the  approved  list. 

Still 
under 
review 

Gordon- 
Conwdl 
Memphis  Theo 
Southeastern 
Baptist 


Permanent 

Anderson 

Colgate- 

Lexington 

Princeton 

Andover- 

Rochester 

Louisville 

San 

New  ton 

Columbia 

McCormick 

Francisco 

Asbury 

(Geo.) 

Moravian 

Union  (N.Y. 

Austin 

Dubuque 

New  York 

Union  (Va.) 

Bangor 

Eden 

Theo 

United  (Twin 

Bethany 

Fuller 

North  Park 

Cities) 

Brite 

Gettysburg 

Pacific 

Univ,  Chicago 

Catholic 

Lutheran 

School  of 

Univ.  of  the 

Univ. 

Harvard 

Religion 

South 

Chicago 

Howard 

Phillips 

Vanderbilt 

Theo 

Lancaster 

Pittsburgh 

Yale 

UM  Men  summoned  to 
new  Gideon’s  army, 
‘conscience  of  church’ 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  -  The 
message  came  through  strong  and  clear 

—  and  over  and  over  —  urging  the  4,000- 
plus  group  of  men  here  at  the  Third 
National  Congress  of  United  Methodist 
Men  to  “become  the  new  Gideon’s  army” 
of  mission  and  ministry. 

The  theme  of  last  week’s  congress  at 
Purdue  University,  “Uniting  Men  in 
Mission,”  was  apparently  accomplished 

—  if  somewhat  light-heartedly  —  during 
the  three-day  meeting  filled  with  special 
interest  workshops,  fellowship  in  evening 
coffehouses  and  the  general  “how-are- 
you,  haven’t  seen  you  since.  .  .”  feeling 
of  camaraderie  and  brotherhood. 

However,  intermingled  with  the 
general  feeling  of  goodwill  was  the 
challenge  to  men  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  get  more  involved  in  the 
church’s  mission  and  ministry  in  the 
world. 

Keynote  speaker,  the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  began  with  a  plea  for  the  men 
to  recognize  that  the  personal  calling  of 
each  Christian  man  is  something  to  be 
shared  through  actions  rather  than 
words.  “I  would  like  to  see  the  United 
Methodist  Men  become  the  conscience  of 
our  church,”  he  said. 

Called  ‘trouble  makers’ 

The  plea  for  world  action  was  carried 
one  step  further  in  a  highly -charged 
speech  by  former  U.N.  Ambassador 
Andrew  Young.  His  first  words  to  the 
crowd  packed  into  the  enormous  Elliot 
Hall  of  Music  were,  “lam  here  to  remind 
you  that  you  have  caused  most  of  the 
trouble  in  the  world.” 

He  paused  during  the  round  of  nervous 
laughter  from  the  audience  and  then 
continued  his  explanation.  “You  as 
Christians  are  a  dangerous  group  of 
people.  It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  go 
around  reminding  people  that  they  are 
children  of  the  living  God.”  He  spoke 
enthusiastically  of  the  work  of  Christian 
missionaries  in  general  and  of  United 
Methodists  in  particular. 

"It  stirs  up  all  kinds  of  trouble  in  the 
world  when  people  in  developing  nations 
are  finally  made  to  understand  that  all 
men  are  endowed  —  not  by  state,  wealth, 
skin  color,  education,  and  not  even  by 
religious  affiliation,  but  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
unalienable  rights.” 

Dr.  Young  stressed  the  duty  of 
Christian  people  to  de-emphasize  the 
arms  race  and  feed  the  hungry.  “The 
battles  between  two  philosophies  and  two 
world  powers  —  ours  and  Russia  —  is  no 
battle  in  the  minds  of  poor  nations.  They 
simply  want  their  hungry  fed  and  they 
can  see  that  we  in  the  U.S.  know  how  to 
grow  food.”  He  later  told  TM/UMR,  “I 
don’t  see  the  Bible  talking  about  building 
a  B-l  bomber;  I  do  see  the  Bible  talking 
about  beating  swords  into  plowshares." 

As  the  crowds  of  men  milled  about 
from  speech  to  speech,  and  to  special 
interest  group  meetings  held  in 
classrooms  across  the  campus,  the 
message  of  increasing  action  through 
mission  and  ministries  outside  the 
church  manifested  itself  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  Some  heard  historical  sketches  of 
programs  supported  by  theUMC,  such  as 
black  UM  related  colleges  and  the  Boy 
Scouts.  Others  listened  to  a  presentation 


GCOM  trusts  Nestle,  won’t  boycott  hotel 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON  —  The  Nestle  Corp.  has  won 
a  nod  of  confidence  from  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM),  which  announced  last  week  it 
will  hold  its  fall  meeting  in  a  Nestle- 
owned  hotel  here. 

A  favorable  gesture  from  a 
denominational  agency  is  a  rare  oc¬ 
currence  for  the  Swiss-based  corporation 
whose  products  increasingly  have  been 
boycotted  by  church  groups  because  of 
its  marketing  practices.  Nestle’s  critics 
say  those  practices  lead  to  the  misuse  of 
infant  formula,  which  results  in 
malnutrition  and  sickness. 

The  GCOM  executive  committee  had 
voted  in  May  to  pull  the  meeting  from  the 
Nestle-owned  Stouffer’s  Dayton  Plaza 
Hotel  if  the  World  Health  Organization 
passed  an  infant  formula  marketing  code 
later  in  the  month  and  Nestle  did  not  sup¬ 
port  it. 

Nestle  representatives  fought  against 
the  code  until  it  passed  by  a  vote  of  118 
nations  in  favor  to  one  —  the  United 
States  —  against. 

After  Nestle  officials  explained  their 
current  stance  and  actions  to  the  UMC’s 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  in  June 
GCOM  leaders  began  deliberating  about 
-whether  Nestle  is  making  a  good-faith  ef¬ 
fort  that  should  be  affirmed.  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder,  GCOM  president,  and 
the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  GCOM  chief 
executive,  issued  a  statement  last  week 


about  the  decision: 

“Nestle  has  indicated  its  ‘support  of 
the  code  as  a  recommendation  to  be  used 
by  each  nation  as  it  sees  fit.  ...  The 
Stouffer  Corp.  has  consistently  relayed 
the  concern  of  the  GCOM  for  the  health 
and  nutrition  of  infants  to  Nestle.  Nestle 
states  that  it  will  work  with  the  medical 
profession  and  governments  in  each 
country  to  assist  in  the  improvement  of 
infant  health  and  nutrition  and  will  follow 
the  legislation  adopted  by  each  nation.  ” 

In  a  letter  forwarded  to  various  Nestle 
officials,  Dr.  Dewire  also  saluted  the 
Stouffer’s  Dayton  Plaza  Hotel  for  "the 
commitment  demonstrated  .  .  .  toward 
the  renewal  of  downtown  Dayton.  We  are 
grateful  for  the  fine  way  in  which  af¬ 
firmative  action  in  employment  has  been 
practiced.” 

The  GCOM  use  of  Stouffer’s  facilities 


this  fall  will  not  indicate  that  the  general 
program  coordinating  agency  for  the 
denomination  has  made  a  decision 
against  the  boycott  of  Nestle  products.  A 
decision  to  support  or  oppose  the  boycott 
is  not  expected  to  come  until  after  the 
UM  Infant  Formula  Task  Force  makes 
its  recommendations,  mandated  for  no 
later  than  July  1982. 

The  UMC’s  General  Boards  of  Church 
and  Society  and  Global  Ministries  and  27 
of  73  annual  conferences  already  have 
endorsed  the  boycott. 

A  Nestle  spokesman  in  Washington 
D.C.,  Dr.  Niels  Christiansen,  told 
TM/UMR  that  the  corporation  considers 
the  GCOM  action  to  reflect  the 
denomination’s  stated  goal  of  reducing 
polarization  in  the  controversy  and 
making  decisions  based  on  a  thorough 
study  of  the  facts. 


by  the  Rev.  Tom  Curtis  about  short-term 
volunteer  mission  workers. 

Ray  C.  Hoeland  of  the  self-help  tractor 
project  in  Waverly,  Iowa,  talked  about 
ways  of  helping  developing  nations  to 
produce  their  own  food  rather  than  to 
rely  on  imports.  Tom  Hunsdorfer,  co¬ 
ordinator  of  the  Bread  for  the  World 
project  in  Indianapolis,  discussed  adjust¬ 
ing  public  policies  both  at  home  and 
abroad  to  end  hunger  and  malnutrition. 

Some  of  the  most  ardent  challenges  to 
the  men  came  on  their  last  day  together 

—  Sunday  morning.  The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  new  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  the 
men  have  a  duty  to  give  those  who  need  it 
“a  reason  to  live  and  hope.”  He  warned 
that  revitalization  of  the  church  depends 
upon  starting  new  congregations,  which 
he  said  are  most  attractive  to  young 
families  and  “spanking  new  Christians.” 

“Will  the  denomination  that  was  the 
most  evangelistic  body  on  earth  fade 
away?  I  don’t  think  so,  because  there  is 
at  least  one  group  in  the  church  which  is 
growing  significantly:  United  Methodist 
Men.” 

He  told  the  group  the  number  of 
members  had  increased  by  28  percent  in 
1980.  “I  would  like  for  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  get  on  board  with  the 
United  Methodist  Men,”  he  said,  drawing 
hearty  applause. 

Come  out  of  church 

As  with  the  other  speakers,  Dr. 
Jones  urged  the  men  to  become  aware  of 
their  need  to  lend  a  hand  —  not  just  heart 

—  to  the  needy  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad. 
“We’re  confusing  consciousness-raising 
about  the  hungry  and  the  naked  with 
actually  feeding  the  hungry  and  the 
naked,”  he  said.  “We  need  to  come  out  of 
our  churches  and  work.  We  have  so 
focused  on  keeping  the  institutions  going 
that  we  have  substituted  programs  for 
evangelism.” 


Children  learn  about  handicaps 

FORTY  FORT,  Pa.  —  Learning  to  live  with  physical  disabilities  through  simulation 
techniques  was  how  the  third  through  sixth  graders  at  the  United  Methodist  Church 
here  marked  "1981  —  International  Year  of  Disabled  Persons."  Emphasis  was  on  how 
children  with  disabling  conditions  are  more  like  —  not  unlike  —  other  children  in  the 
program.  The  Sunday  school  students  acted  out  different  disabilities  to  understand 
what  life  is  like  for  those  with  disabling  conditions.  Wyoming  conference  photo 

Streamlining,  flexibility  considered 
for  huge  ‘mission-board-under-fire’ 


BY  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  process  of 
streamlining  United  Methodism’s 
largest  program  agency  moved  forward 
another  step  last  weekend  as  two  research 
subcommittees  agreed  on  four  ten¬ 
tative  designs. 

.  The  designs  would  decentralize  and 
make  more  flexible  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  which  relates  to  9,000 
projects  in  some  80  countries  and 
disburses  approximately  $60  million  an¬ 
nually. 

The  1980  General  Conference  mandated 
the  streamlining.  Recommendations  to 
fulfill  the  mandate  are  expected  to  in¬ 
clude  some  degree  of  restructure  and 
will  be  proposed  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  according  to  the  Rev.  Rex  Bevins 
of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  who  heads  the  mission 
board’s  Research  and  Development 
Committee. 

“The  whole  thing  came  about  because 
the  board  was  having  communication 
and  management  problems,”  said  Mr. 
Bevins. 

A  lack  of  “responsibleness”  is  another 
way  to  express  the  problem,  said  Dr. 
Perry  Norton,  a  consultant  to  the  resear¬ 
ch  committee  meeting  here.  He  is  a 
professor  in  the  graduate  school  of  New 
York  University  in  public  administration 
and  has  advised  several  denominations 
on  structure  problems. 

The  board  is  criticized 
Dr.  Norton  said  the  board  has  been  un¬ 
der  fire  for  being  “too  large,”  for  having 
“too  many  directors,”  “too  much  staff” 
and  “too  much  money”.  But  he  said  he 
doubts  those'are  really  the  issues. 

“The  problem  is  expressed  by  voices 
outside  saying  things  like: 

•  ‘It  takes  top  long  to  get  action  and 
response  from  the  board ;  ’ 

•  ‘The  right  hand  doesn’t  seem  to  know 
what  the  left  is  doing ;  ’ 

•  ‘There  are  too  many  lefts  (left¬ 
leaning  staff);’ 

•  ‘Every  time  I  call  New  York  I  get  left 
on  hold.” 


Dr.  Norton  added,  "It's  not  so  difficult 
to  understand  why  (the  board)  has  been 
told  to  trim  its  sails.  But,  basically,  the 
problems  of  responsiveness,  ef¬ 
fectiveness  and  communications  are 
management  problems.  They  point  to  the 
need  for  a  stronger  general  secretary 
with  the  authority  and  tools  to  make  the 
agency  function.  Too  much  power  in  the 
almost  autonomous  divisions  makes  the 
board  more  unmanageable.” 

The  church’s  call  for  flexibility,  he  said, 
also  means  that  they  don’t  want  the 
board  and  its  divisions  to  be  so  tied  to 
what  they’ve  always  done  that  they  can’t 
respond  to  new  needs.  Once  any  serving 
mechanism  is  in  place,  its  purpose  tends 
to  change  from  serving  a  need  to  serving 
itself,  he  said. 

The  four  designs  —  all  of  which  evolved 
here  during  the  two-day  meeting  after 
two  sub-committees  scrutinized  a  dozen 
models— will  be  fleshed  out  between  now 
and  mid-September  when  the  research 
unit  is  expected  to  narrow  the  field  to  one 
design  for  recommendation  to  the  157 
directors  of  the  mission  agency  in  Oc¬ 
tober. 

Committee  to  review  plan 

The  plan  also  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  which  first 
called  for  changes  in  the  agency.  Two 
other  program  boards  have  already  been 
restructured  with  GCOM  prodding  —  the 
General  Boards  of  Church  and  Society 
and  of  Discipleship. 

Review  committee  members  identified 
several  problem  areas : 

“We  have  lost  so  much  thrust  and  un¬ 
derstanding  at  the  local  church  and  an¬ 
nual  conference  level  by  dropping  the 
word  ‘mission’  from  the  board’s  name,” 
said  Ann  Pfisterer  of  Henderson,  Ky., 
president  of  the  National  Division.  She 
would  like  to  see  “global  mission”  used 
in  the  new  alignment  of  the  agency. 

Mr.  Bevins  said  he  believes  the  board 
is  in  trouble  with  some  quarters  of  the 
church  because  it  has  not  done  an 
adequate  job  of  mission  education. 


People  in  the  News. . . 


Career  woman’s  testimony 

BOSTON  —  Jan  Harayda  is  one  of  the 
“new  women”  portrayed  in  television 
commercials  and  magazines.  She’s 
young,  single,  career-oriented  and  a 
feminist. 

She  is  also  a  Christian. 

Ms.  Harayda,  a  United  Methodist  and 
editorial  director  of  Boston  Magazine, 
stirred  the  thoughts  and  hearts  of  many 
in  a  poignant  yet  articulate  article  “Why 
I  go  to  Church,”  reprinted  in  the  May 
issue  of  Reader’s  Digest.  It  is  no  effort  at 
hard-sell  evangelism.  Rather,  it  is  one 
woman’s  quietly  powerful  testimonial. 

“I  wrote  the  article  mainly  because  I 
was  troubled  by  the  number  of  people  my 
age  who  didn’t  go  to  church  or  who  had 
stopped  going  to  church,”  Ms.  Harayda 
told  TM/UMR.  "They  had  their  reasons, 
but  they  weren’t  valid  somehow.”  She 
wrote  in  her  article,  “Once  people  felt 
embarrassed  if  they  didn’t  go  to  church; 
now,  many  feel  embarrassed  if  they  do.” 

Recently,  she  recalled  a  conversation 
with  a  pastor  who  counseled  several 
young  men  and  women  who  said  they 
rdidn’t  believe  in  God  anymore.  The 


minister  would  ask  them  to  describe  this 
God  they  didn’t  believe  in,  and  after  they 
told  him  their  idea  of  God  he’d  say,  ‘I 
don’t  believe  in  that  God  either.’  People 
have  so  many  ideas  about  the  Bible  and 
religion  that  just  aren’t  true.  That’s  what 
I  wanted  to  get  across  in  my  article,”  Ms. 
Harayda  said. 

She  wrote  the  article  while  living  and 
working  in  New  York.  It  was  first 
published  in  Glamour  Magazine  in  1977. 

Though  raised  a  Roman  Catholic,  she 
said  she  wanted  to  find  a  church  with 
more  of  an  “outreach.”  She  worshipped 
at  several  Protestant  churches  in  New 
York  and  finally  found  a  home  at  Park 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Clarke  of  Park 
Avenue  UMC  described  Ms.  Harayda  as 
a  vibrant,  intelligent  and  dedicated  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  church.  “Jan  was  an 
associate  lay  leader,  and  she  preached 
several  times,”  Mr.  Clarke  said.  “She 
was  very  articulate  and  enthusiastic.  She 
moved  to  Boston  two  years  ago  but  — 
bless  her  heart  —  she  hasn’t  forgotten 
us,”  he  said,  adding  that  Ms.  Harayda 
had  been  back  to  visit  since  her  move. 
She  is  shopping  for  a  new  church  home  in 


Boston. 

She  said  she  chose  the  UMC  —  and 
Park  Avenue  in  particular  —  because  of 
the  opportunity  for  involvement  the 
church  provides.  “My  being  able  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  services  was  very  im¬ 
portant  to  me,"  she  said.  “I  think  there 
are  many  young  people  who  grow  away 
from  the  church  because  older  members 
exclude  them  from  programs  and  ac¬ 
tivities.  We  need  to  realize  that  an  active, 
enthusiastic  youth  grows  up  to  be  an  ac¬ 
tive,  participating  adult  member  of  the 
church,”  she  added. 

She  wrote  her  article  under  the 
pseudonym  “Toni  Brown,"  derived  from 
the  name  of  the  first  ordained  woman 
minister  in  America,  Antoinette  Brown 
Blackwell,  a  Congregationalism  A  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  women’s  rights  movement, 
Ms.  Harayda  lauded  the  UMC  for  its 
“progressive  attitude  toward  women.” 

She  said  she  hoped  her  article  helps 
others  to  deal  with  their  faith  and  its  in¬ 
fluence  on  their  lives.  “The  article  has 
been  seen  by  between  30  and  40  million 
people,  if  you  count  the  circulation  of 
both  Glamour  and  Reader’s  Digest,  and 
the  response  has  been  favorable  and 


The  subcommittees  have  been  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  church  through  a  series  of  five 
jurisdictional  consultations  and  several 
data  gathering  surveys. 

"Highest  marks”  were  given  to  staff 
already  serving  in  the  jurisdictions,  es¬ 
pecially  those  working  on  behalf  of  the 
Advance  ("second-mile  giving”  inters 
pretalion)  and  the  Women’s  Division, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Sharon  Brown-. 
Christopher  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.  whol 
heads  the  decentralization  research. 

Goals  for  the  new  design 

The  upshot  of  all  the  information 
gathering  is  the  committee’s  arriving  at 
a  batch  of  assumptions  they  want  to  see 
incorporated  into  a  new  design.  They 
want  these  elements  in  the  mission  agen¬ 
cy: 

•  Stronger  annual  conference  con¬ 
nections  ; 

•  A  simple  structure,  easy  to  under¬ 
stand  and  explain; 

•  Stronger  general  secretariat; 

•  A  global  agency  instead  of  artificial 
divisions  between  national  and  world ; 

•  Improved  communications  both  in¬ 
side  the  agency  and  with  the  church  at 
large ; 

•  Visibility  for  women  in  mission; 

•  Recognition  and  support  for  the 
volunteer  in  mission  movement; 

•  Visibility  for  ongoing  health  and 
welfare  ministries ; 

•  Minimal  disruption  to  well- 
established  funding  channels; 

•  Increased  involvement  by  the  board 
of  directors  ; 

•  Education  for  mission. 

Dr.  Norton,  the  consultant,  told 
TM/UMR  the  big  question  of  decen¬ 
tralization  also  has  been  barely  ad¬ 
dressed. 

But,  he  said,  the  larger  question  is  if 
any  agency  can  restructure  itself.  “It’s 
kind  of  like  putting  the  fox  in  charge  of 
the  chicken  coop.”  He  said  the  group  so 
far  has  been  more  defensive  than 
creative. 

Yet,  he  said,  “if  they  fail  to  do  it  them¬ 
selves,  outside  groups  will  do  it  for  them 
—  groups  with  far  less  sensitivity  to  the 
implications  of  their  actions.  That  could 
also  be  disastrous.” 


Jan  Harayda 

tremendous,"  Ms.  Harayda  said. 

In  the  article  she  wrote,  "Religion  isn’t 
a  part  of  life  ;  it’s  a  way  of  life.”  In  the  in¬ 
terview  she  added,  “I  just  wanted  to  tell 
people  you  can  have  a  full  life  which  in¬ 
cludes  going  to  church.” 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON  J 


AMERICA'S  QUALITY 
BIBLE  STUDY 
"Know  what  the  Bible  says  as 
a  basis  for  what  it  means" 

Introductory  Kit  $15 
Box  25101 
Dallas,  Texas  75225 
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Black  congregations  reverse  downhill  slide 


By  FRANCIS  S.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
PHILADELPHIA  -  When  the 
denomination  decided  in  1976  to  try  to 
strengthen  its  ethnic  minority  churches, 
two  black  United  Methodist 
congregations  —  only  a  mile  apart  on  the 
south  side  here  —  were  going  downhill 
rapidly  with  only  a  part-time  pastor. 
Today,  they  are  vibrant  and  growing. 
The  key  to  the  dramatic  turn-around 
was  something  as  mundane  as  repairing 
a  building,  church  leaders  say. 

Repairs  badly  needed 
And  there  was  a  lot  of  repairing  needed 
at  the  buildings  of  St.  Barnabas  UMC  and 
Bethsaida  UMC.  Even  two  years  ago  at 
one  of  them,  the  front  windows  were 
gaping  holes,  water  stood  ankle-deep  in 
the  basement,  the  absence  of  outside 
lighting  made  evening  services 
impossible,  the  kitchen  was  inadequate 
and  buildiing  inspectors  found  the 
electrical  system  hazardous. 

That  was  the  better  of  the  two 
buildings! 

The  congregations  had  lost  their  pride 


and  weren’t  interested  in  ministering  to 
the  community,  members  report. 
Attendance  was  dwindling. 

In  April  1981,  St.  Barnabas-Bethsaida 
United  Methodist  Church  marked  the 
second  anniversary  of  its  rebirth.  Bishop 
Herbert  Skeete  of  the  Philadelphia  Area 
gave  the  message  at  the  celebration 
service.  Philadelphia  City  Manager  W. 
Wilson  Good  spoke  at  a  banquet. 

“I  know  what  the  Lord  has  done  for 
me,”  said  the  Rev.  Leon  Frisby,  pastor 
of  St.  Barnabas-Bethsaida.  He  was 
talking  about  the  funds  the  church  has 
received  thanks  to  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Missional  Priority 
(EMLC). 

“That  money  has  brought  our  church 
back  to  life.  It  was  a  godsend,”  Mr. 
Frisby  added.  “I’ll  do  anything  I  can  to 
let  that  be  known.” 

During  the  1977-80  Quadrennium, 
EMLC  was  one  of  three  all-church 
priorities.  The  general  church  provided 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  the 
general  agencies  to  fund  projects  to 
strengthen  local  churches.  Twenty 
percent  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 


Ministries’  funding  was  directed  to 
buildings. 

More  than  100  churches  like  St. 
Barnabas-Bethsaida  received  grants  and 
loans  for  new  construction  or  renovation. 
More  than  100  racial/ethnic  minority 
churches  were  enabled  to  develop 
outreach  ministries  such  as  child  day 
care,  youth  services  and  community 
organizations.  More  than  200  pastors’ 
salaries  were  sustained  or  increased. 

In  the  case  of  the  Philadelphia 
congregation,  help  came  also  from  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 


Conference.  After  EMLC  was  designated 
a  missional  priority,  the  conference  held 
a  consultation  on  the  black  church,  out  of 
which  came  a  task  force.  With  an 
operating  budget  of  $18,000,  it  solicited 
ideas  on  ministerial  recruitment  and 
creative  ministries  that  needed  funding. 

One  of  the  proposals  that  came  out  of 
the  consultation  was  support  for  St. 
Barnabas  and  Bethsaida.  Under  the 
impetus  of  an  EMLC  grant  they  were 
first  yoked,  then  merged,  and  Mr.  Frisby 
became  the  full-time  minister. 

The  National  Division  put  in  $20,000  of 


€ 
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EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  United  Methodist  Church's 
sole  "missional  priority”  1981-84  is  to  strengthen  Its 
ethnic  and  racial  minority  churches  so  they  can  carry 
out  their  own  missions.  The  goal  is  to  raise  15  million 
annually  through  apportionments  to  repair  buildings, 
supplement  pastors’  salaries,  help  establish  outreach 
ministries,  recruit  and  educate  new  ministers  and 
nurture  congregations  and  their  leaders  in  a  number  of 
ways.  This  story  is  part  of  TM/UMR’s  continuing 
coverage  of  the  successes  and  shortcomings  of  the 
effort. 


Churches  risk  funds  to  help  growing  nations 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  “Everybody 
wants  your  money V”  proclaimed  the 
cover  of  a  weekly  news  magazine 
recently.  Pictured  was  a  pyramid  of 
building  blocks  labeled  “money  market 
funds  16.3  percent,”  “six-month 
certificates  15.9  percent,”  “corporate 
bonds  15.5  percent,”  etc. 

That  same  week  at  a  luncheon  in  the 
Interchurch  Center  here  the  U.S. 
Conference  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  announced  it  was 
offering  the  public  up  to  $10  million  in 
subvention  certificates.  The  proceeds 
will  be  used  to  make  loans  to  economic 
enterprises  in  developing  nations. 

The  disclosure  statement  describing 
the  subvention  certificates  stated 
clearly:  “A  subvention  has  no  fixed 
maturity  or  rate  of  return,  and  there  is  no 
firm  obligation  to  repay  the  principal.” 
There  is  no  capital  gain  for  holders  of 
subvention  certificates  —  the  most 
return  the  holder  can  expect  is 
repayment  of  the  principal. 

It  was  also  disclosed  that  the 
subvention  is  not  deductible  as  a 
charitable  gift,  and  a  note  in  large  print 
warned  the  purchaser:  "any  investment 
involves  a  number  of  material  risk 
factors.” 

Yet  representatives  of  two  church- 
related  organizations  stepped  forward  at 
the  luncheon  on  June  12  to  offer  checks 
for  $100,000  each.  One  was  the  Episcopal 
Church  Publishing  Co.  The  other  was  the 
National  Committee  for  the  Self- 
Development  of  People  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

The  U.S.  Conference  explained  that 
subvention  certificates  were  being  issued 


to  enable  individuals  and  local  churches 
to  take  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Ecumenical  Development  Cooperative 
Society  (EDCS),  the  newest  member  of 
the  ecumenical  family.  Chartered  as  a 
corporation  in  the  Netherlands,  its 
membership  is  open  only  to  churches  and 
church-related  organizations. 

EDCS  makes  long-term,  low-interest 
loans  to  projects  and  programs  designed 
by  poor  people  and  intended  to  make 
them  self-reliant  in  a  measurable  period 
of  time.  The  project  must  also  contribute 
to  the  social  and  economic  advancement 
of  not  only  those  directly  involved  in  it 
but  also  the  larger  community.  Loans 


are  in  the  $50,000  to  $500,000  range,  far 
smaller  than  those  made  by  the  World 
Bank. 

The  World  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
holds  895  shares  in  EDCS,  worth  $200,000 
when  they  were  purchased  in  the  fall  of 
1979. 

Florence  Little,  who  was  treasurer  of 
the  World  Division  at  that  time,  was 
particularly  enthusiastic  about  EDCS 
because  it  provided  the  poor  with  an 
alternative  to  handouts  and  enabled 
churches  in  the  affluent  countries  to 
invest  in  people-centered  projects  rather 
than  solely  in  “profit-hungry” 


the  church  today 


First  UMS  volunteer 
for  Somalia  refugee  service 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  first 
United  Methodist  couple  to  volunteer  for 
service  in  Somalia  refugee  camps  is 
Walter  A.  Mason  Jr.,  49,  and  his  wife, 
Mona,  48,  of  St.  Ann.,  Mo,  who  formerly 
were  missionaries  to  Central  Zaire  and 
Nigeria  for  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  World  Division. 

Mr.  Mason  is  now  at  Ali  Matan, 
Somalia,  where  he  will  work  for  six 
months  on  water  supply,  sanitation  and 
construction  of  pre-fab  housing. 

Mrs.  Mason,  who  recently  received  a 
nursing  degree  from  St.  Louis  University, 
will  go  in  mid-August  on  a  three-months’ 
contract  as  a  nurse.  They  will  join  a  team 
of  14  persons  fielded  by  the  Interchurch 


Response  to  the  Horn  of  Africa  consor¬ 
tium,  representing  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  Lutheran  World  Relief  and  Catholic 
Relief  Services. 

The  Masons  are  members  of  Stephen 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  St. 
Louis. 

Members  sign  up  for  refugees 
instead  of  for  altar  flowers 

POTTSTOWN,  PA  -  The  Advance 
Special  —  Second  Mile  Giving  program 
—  allows  members  of  Searles  United 
Methodist  Church  here  to  share  bread 
and  water  with  needy  people  around  the 
world. 

Members  of  the  congregation  provide 
bread  and  water  for  refugees  in  much  the 
same  way  they  sponsor  flowers  for  the 
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BOOKSTORE  NOW! 


The  most  popular  interdenominational  resource  for 
Sunday  School  teachers. 


The  ILA  is  now  in  its  twenty- 1 
seventh  year  of  publication.  Lessons 
cover  each  Sunday  from  Septem¬ 
ber,  1981,  through  August,  1982. 
Each  lesson  includes  .  .  . 

•  The  Main  Topical  Question 

•  Related  Biblical  Text 

(King  James  and  RSV) 

•  A  Scholarly  Explanation  of  Text 

•  Application  for  Today 

•  Teaching  Suggestions 

•  Special  resources  and  reading  list 
Edited  by  Horace  R.  Weaver;  lesson 
analysis  by  Charles  M.  Laymon 
Paper,  $4.50 

CLASS  DEVOTIONS— 

the  companion  volume — provides 
fifty-two  devotions  to  accompany 
the  International  Lesson  Series  and 
help  adult  Church  School  classes 
begin  on  an  inspirational  note. 

Each  devotion  contains  .  .  . 

•  A  selected  Scripture 

•  An  Illustrated  Statement 

•  A  Brief  Prayer 

Harold  L.  Fair  Paper,  $3.95 

Class  Devotions  arc  also  ex-  . 
ccllcnt  for  peraonal  medita¬ 
tion,  program  and  Christian 
School  use. 
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its  church  extension  funds,  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  conference  put  in  $20,000, 
and  local  people  scraped  together  a 
similar  amount. 

Electrical  facilities  were  brought  up  to 
standard,  windows  repaired,  the  kitchen 
reactivated,  plum,  ing  repaired  and 
lavatories  supplied  with  hot  water.  The 
inside  of  the  church  was  painted  and  the 
weeds  pulled. 

“The  funds  were  used  to  get  a  building 
conducive  to  worship,”  Mr.  Frisby  said. 
“The  result  was  a  new  sense  of  pride  and 
dignity.  Members  now  invite  their 
friends  to  church,  and  they  eventually 
join.  We  had  eight  in  this  year’s 
confirmation  class,  20  last  year.” 
Visitors  who  sign  cards  are  followed  up, 
and  the  pastor  and  a  licensed  preacher 
who  assists  him  do  door-to-door 
visitation. 

“The  church  has  come  alive!” 
exclaimed  Mr.  Frisby.  “Before  we  were 
just  custodians  of  a  building  used  only  on 
Sundays.  Now  we  are  open  every  night 
but  Thursday.”  Monday  night  is  a  Bible 
class,  Tuesday  is  senior  citizens’  night, 
Wednesday  is  choir  practice  and  a 


prayer-and-praise  service,  Friday  is 
Scouts,  and  Saturday  another  of  the 
church's  five  choirs  meets,  and 
individual  and  group  counseling  is 
offered  by  the  licensed  preacher,  who  is 
also  a  psychologist. 

Center  for  community 

With  its  restored  building  the  church 
has  become  a  center  for  a  number  of 
community  activities,  such  as  senior 
citizens’  projects.  In  addition  to  the  arts 
and  crafts  and  meals-on-wheels 
programs,  the  church  is  now  seeking 
permission  to  operate  a  full  program  for 
seniors.  “To  get  funds  you  need  to  meet 
certain  standards,”  Mr.  Frisby 
explained. 

The  church  is  also  an  active 
participant  in  the  South  Philadelphia 
ecumenical  cluster. 

Mr.  Frisby  paid  special  tribute  to  two 
white  churches  for  their  assistance: 
Wesley  UMC  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  which 
rendered  financial  aid  and  helped 
reactivate  United  Methodist  Women,  and 
First  UMC  of  Media,  a  Philadelphia 
suburb. 


corporations  and  commercial  banks. 

Ms.  Little  said,  “We  have  to  remember 
when  we  work  together  in  Christ’s  name 
on  investments  that  it  is  not  the 
monetary  return  that  is  most 
important.”  She  said  she  felt  sure  that 
consideration  was  being  given  to  paying 
a  dividend  to  shareholders  soon.  She 
urged  those  wishing  to  know  more  about 
EDCS  to  see  the  filmstrip,  “Like  an  Inca 
Rainbow.”  which  is  available  in  annual 
conference  film  libraries. 

Richard  Vreeland,  current  treasurer  of 
the  World  Division,  told  the  luncheon  that 
EDCS  is  “a  timely  and  worthy 
investment  opportunity.” 


church  altar.  A  sign-up  sheet  in  the  rear 
of  the  church  allows  members  to  sponsor 
bread  for  $10,  water  for  $5  or  both. 

All  money  collected  goes  to  support  an 
Advance  Specials  project.  The  fund  is 
currently  being  used  for  refugee  relief  in 
Somalia,  said  Charles  Wood. 

A  loaf  of  bread,  home-baked,  dried  and 
shellacked,  and  a  glass  of  water  adorn 
the  altar  of  the  church  to  symbolize  the 
members’  commitment  to  the  program. 

Alaska  Annual  Conference 
members  vote  to  join  TM/UMR 

ANCHORAGE  —  Members  of  the 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  decided  during 
their  Annual  Conference  to  begin 
publication  of  an  Alaska  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  next  Jan¬ 
uary,  according  to  Joyce  M.  Edwards, 
council  director. 

The  Alaska  edition  will  be  launched 
with  approximately  750  subscriptions 
and  a  monthly  news  page,  she  wrote  to 
TM/UMR’s  Editor-General  Manager 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III.  During  the 
other  weeks  of  each  month,  subscribers 
will  receive  the  national  edition. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  “we  are  delighted  to 
initiate  this  new  relationship  to  the 
Reporter.”  TM/UMR  already  publishes 
a  monthly  edition  for  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference;  the  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference  is  included 
in  the  Louisville  (Ky.)  Area  newspaper. 

Members  give  almost 
$30  million  in  first  half 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodists  gave  almost  $30  million  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1981  to  support  17 
general  benevolence  and  program  funds 
of  their  church,  according  to  a  report  re¬ 
leased  here  July  7  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration. 

The  total  of  $29.2  million  is  about  3  per¬ 
cent  less  than  the  amount  given  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1980,  but  a  direct  com¬ 
parison  is  difficult  because  of  changes  in 
goals  and  composition  of  several  of  the 
funds  as  the  church  moves  through  the 
first  year  of  a  new  quadrennium.  The 
1980  report  also  included  several  million 
dollars  for  emergency  help  in  Cambodia. 

Largest  single  item  in  the  report 
through  June  30  was  $8.8  million  for 
World  Service,  the  church’s  basic  pro¬ 
gram  fund.  This  is  4  percent  more  than 
was  given  in  the  first  six  months  of  1980, 
but  the  1981  goal  is  higher. 

Orthodox  churches  accuse 
World  Council  of  Protestant  bias 

SOFIA,  Bulgaria  (RNS)  —  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Orthodox  denominations  in 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC) 
have  accused  the  ecumenical  organiza¬ 
tion  of  bias  against  their  theological 
traditions  and  concerns.  At  a  meeting 
with  General  Secretary  Philip  Potter  and 
other  WCC  executives  here,  30  Orthodox 
member  churches  demanded  represen¬ 
tation  on  the  WCC’s  Central  Committee 
“in  proportion  to  their  membership  and 
historical  importance.” 

They  also  urged  the  introduction  of 
Greek  as  an  official  working  language 
and  revision  of  voting  procedures  on 
theological  texts  to  correct  a  perceived 
imbalance  favoring  Protestant  churches. 
The  Orthodox  delegates  complained  that 
issues  like  the  ordination  of  women, 
which  they  asserted  are  “alien  to  the 
Orthodox  tradition,”  are  given  too  much 
importance  on  the  WCC  agenda.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  they  said  their  viewpoint  has  not 
been  adequately  reflected  in  doctrinal 
statements  issued  by  the  WCC. 


Neighborhood  has  dream 

Church  houses  station 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

PHILADELPHIA  -  Love,  per- 
serverance  and  a  team  of  committed 
United  Methodists  have  helped  an  in¬ 
ner-city  neighborhood’s  dream  of  a 
community  service  radio  station 
come  true. 

In  April,  WPEB-FM  began  broad¬ 
casting  from  its  home  in  a  section  of 
Calvary  UMC  remodeled  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  station.  “We’re  an  in¬ 
ner-city  congregation,”  said  the  Rev. 
Arthur  L.  Brandenburg  of  Calvary. 
“Before  we  started  this  station,  we 
felt  the  only  time  neighborhoods  like 
ours  got  on  the  air  was  when  there 
was  trouble,  like  a  murder.  Or 
sometimes  there  would  be  a  short 
feature.  We  wanted  to  start  a  station 
that  was,  quite  frankly,  a  positive  look 
at  our  neighborhood.” 

Three-year  effort  rewarded 

Members  of  the  church  along  with 
volunteers  from  other  UM  churches 
and  neighborhood  youth  worked  for 
nearly  three  years  before  the  station 
went  on  the  air.  The  church  provides 
free  space  and  utilities  for  the  station 
which  has  the  blessing  of  the  church’s 
administrative  board.  When  the  first 
application  was  denied  two  years  ago, 
the  Federal  Communications  Com¬ 
mission  decided  that  “the  one 
remaining  non-commercial  frequency 
in  the  Philadelphia  area  could  not  be 
assigned  to  a  religious  organization,” 
Mr.  Brandenburg  said.  However, 
volunteers  who  had  worked  hard  to 
solicit  money  and  community  support 
decided  their  efforts  would  not  be  dit¬ 
ched  because  of  this  technicality. 

“We  assembled  interested  people 
from  the  neighborhood  who  worked 
with  us  to  form  a  separate,  non-profit 
corporation,  West  Philadelphia 
Education  Broadcasting  Corp.  (for 
which  the  station  is  named),”  Mr. 
Brandenburg  added.  Funds  for  the 
station  come  from  gifts  and  grants 
from  organizations,  such  as  the 
Philadelphia  Foundation. 

“We  felt  very  strongly  about  not 
being  a  ‘religious’  station  in  the 
traditional  sense.  We  wanted  to  serve 
our  community,  and  key  our 
programs  to  their  interests  — 
especially  our  youth.  ” 

The  station  was  deemed  non¬ 
commercial  and  educational,  and  the 
FCC  issued  a  one-year  license  in 
January.  However,  there  were  other 
obstacles.  The  venture  was  costly,  but 
contributions  from  members  and 
friends  from  other  UM  churches 
helped  purchase  a  second-hand  tran¬ 
smitter  and  an  antenna  for  about 
$2,500. 

Warren  Maurer,  vice  president  of 
KYW-TV  (a  local  commercial 
television  station)  and  a  lay  member 
of  Berwyn  UMC,  a  suburban  church, 
was  instrumental  in  arranging  the 
donation  of  an  RCA  console,  which 
might  have  cost  the  fledgling  sta¬ 
tion  $15,000.  David  McKelvey  of 
Union  UMC  in  Havertown,  another 
suburban  church,  helped  supervise 
installation  of  the  equipment  and 
serves  as  the  on-call  engineer  on 
Sundays. 

Response  strong 

The  station  broadcasts  daily  only 


Colorful  banners  swing  from  the 
door  of  Calvary  UMC  to  advertise 
WPEB-FM,  a  new  community  service 
radio  station.  Housed  in  the  church, 
the  station  broadcasts  for  five  hours 
each  day  to  residents  in  the  Western 
Philadelphia  area. 

two  hours  in  the  morning  and  three 
hours  in  the  evening,  but  the  response 
has  been  strong.  There  is  a  daily 
program,  “For  and  About  Elders,” 
aimed  at  the  senior  citizens  who 
make  up  about  15  percent  of  the 
listening  audience.  “We  recently  had 
a  woman  on  the  show  who  was  75 
years  old  and  had  just  gotten  her  high 
school  diploma,”  Mr.  Brandenburg 
said.  “She  talked  about  her  lifelong 
goal  of  education  and  the  importance 
of  education  in  general.” 

Mr.  Brandenburg  said  volunteers 
put  together  a  Vietnamese  language 
program  geared  toward  the  more 
than  2,500  Southeast  Asian  refugees  in 
the  broadcast  area.  The  program  airs 
each  Monday. 

Youth  gather  and  write 

There  are  also  youth-oriented 
programs  about  community  events. 
Not  only  are  youth  the  subject  of  these 
shows,  but  they  also  gather,  write  and 
report  community  news,  Mr.  Bran¬ 
denburg  said.  “The  medium  is  a 
splendid  teaching  device,  because  the 
motivation  is  so  high.  The  role  of  our 
inner-city  youth  in  the  station  is  one  of 
the  most  exciting  things  going.  It’s 
something  they  are  proud  of.  They 
feel  like  it’s  their  station,  and  it  is.” 

Mr.  Brandenburg  said  the  cost  of 
running  the  station  daily  is  “not  that 
much  because  we  only  have  a  part- 
time  station  manager.”  He  said  costs 
may  increase  if  they  hire  a  full-time 
manager,  but  “we’ll  have  to  wait  and 
see.”  The  station  broadcasts  to  neigh¬ 
borhood  residents  in  about  a  100-block 
radius,  but  Mr.  Bradenburg  said  there 
are  no  immediate  expansion  plans. 
“There  is  something  good  about  being 
small,”  he  said.  “We  want  to  serve 
our  community’s  interests  and  we’re 
doing  that,  so  there’s  no  immediate 
need  for  branching  out,”  he  said. 


Planning  daily  programs  is  routine  for  James  Richardson  (left),  program 
director  Mike  McClean  (center)  and  Msemaji  Ungamanisho,  who  hosts  two 
regular  programs  on  WPEB. 
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New  Church  in  BR 
Set  For  Operation 


A  new  church  is  currently  being 
organized  in  southeast  Baton  Rouge,  the 
first  church  in  the  Conference  to  be 
organized  in  five  years  and  the  first  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  area  in  about  20  years. 

The  area  the  church  will  serve  is  south 
of  Interstate  M2  and  east  of  the  Airline 
Highway.  This  area  covers  part  of 
Sherwood  Forest  O’Neil  Lane,  Tigerbend 
Road  and  surrounding  areas. 

District  Superintendent  Kirby  Vining, 
B^ton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  said 
the  group  of  about  70  people  are  meeting 
in  the  Activities  Building  of  the 
Broadmoor-United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Those  70  people  have 
expressed  a  desire  to  be  charter 
members  of  the  new  church. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  pastor  for  the 
new  church,  has  been  leading  the  group 
in  smaller  groups  of  Bible  Studies  at  the 
Broadmoor  Activities  Building.  At 
present,  there  are  no  Sunday  services. 

A  piano  and  surveys  have  been  donated 


to  the  new  church  by  members  of  local 
churches. 

The  new  church  is  scheduled  to  begin 


Sunday  services  in  September  and  plans 
are  underway  for  a  temporary  Sunday 
meeting  place  for  the  new  congregation. 


Davis  Honored 
By  N.O.  YMCA 


The  Dryades  Street  YMCA  of  New 
Orleans  honored  the  Rev.  Abraham  E. 
Davis  as  the  YMCA  Man  of  the  Year. 

Executive  Director  Douglas  Evans 
presented  Davis  with  a  plaque  which 
read,  “For  aggressively  discharging  His 
responsibilities  and  rendering  outstand¬ 
ing  services  beyond  the  call  of  duty.  ’  ’ 

The  recognition  was  given  to  Davis  for 
his  work  with  the  Dryades  Street  YMCA 
on  behalf  of  over  100  Haitians,  in  which 


he  was  instrumental  in  helping  secure 
jobs,  housing,  clothes  and  food  for  the 
Haitian  refugees. 

Many  of  the  Haitians  still  attend  the 
First  Street  church  and  some  have  joined. 

The  church  also  held  a  revival  around 
the  theme  “The  Victory  That  Overcomes 
The  World.” 

Minister  for  the  services  was  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Robert  Stovall  of  the  Fort  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Greensburg  Church  Active 
With  Steeple  and  School 
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The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Childs  lead  the  parade  for  the  Greensburg  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Vacation  Bible  School. 


Centenary  College  has  established  a 
new  scholarship  fund  in  memory  of  B.  C. 
Taylor,  who  served  as  vice  president  of 
the  college  until  his  retirement,  after 
which  he  continued  as  Director  of 
Scholarship  Funds. 

A  native  of  Tennessee,  Taylor 
graduated  from  Centenary  in  1922. 

He  was  ordained  an  elder  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  served  churches 
in  New  Orleans,  Mer  Rouge, 
Natchitoches,  Homer,  Alexandria  and 
Noel  Memorial  in  Shreveport. 

The  scholarship  will  be  unrestricted 
and  endowed. 

Contributions  to  the  fund  may  be  sent 
to  Centenary  College,  Office  of 
Development,  P.O.  Box  4188,  Shreveport, 
La.  71104. 


Bishop  Announces 
Appointment  Changes 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has  announced  the 
following  appointment  changes,  effective  August  1, 
1981. 

Winbourne,  Baton  Rouge . Edward  O.  Pickens 

Disability  Leave . Carey  A.  Martin 

(Applied  for  with  the  General  Board  of  Pensions ) . 
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Conference  Office  Progresses 


In  the  photo  on  the  left.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn;  Luther  Headquarters.  The  photo  on  the  right  shows  the  parking  lot 
Jordan,  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee;  Bishop  J.  and  preparations  for  the  slab/foundation  fo  the  new 
Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Financial  building. 

Director  are  at  the  site  for  the  new  Conference 


The  Greensburg  United  Methodist 
Church  is  going  strong,  with  the  addition 
of  a  new  steeple  and  a  very  successful 
Vacation  Bible  School. 

Besides  the  two  projects  above,  the 
church  also  has  Carillon  bell  and  has  just 
paved  a  new  parking  lot  —  with  eight 
years  of  planning  finished  with  the  lot. 

The  steeple  was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J  .  W.  Cole  of  Baton  Rouge  in  memory  of 
his  father. 

The  bells  were  given  by  Robert  Gill  in 
memory  of  his  mother. 

The  Bible  School  began  with  a  parade 
and  continued  to  be  a  successful  week. 

The  special  mission  project  for  the 
school  was  to  help  the  local  Health  Unit. 

Offerings  for  each  day  were  taken  and 
donated  to  the  unit  for  the  aid  of  a  15- 
year-old  boy  that  required  kidney 
dialysis  twice  weekly,  along  with  his  10 
brothers  and  sisters. 

The  Bible  school  also  learned  about 
deaf  persons  with  the  students  learning 
some  of  the  sign  language. 


Taylor  Scholarship  Fund 
Established  at  Centenary 


Five  services  have  been  celebrated  in  the  new  Aldersgate  Sanctuary,  Chapel  and  Music  Complex.  The  Aldersgate  Church 
began  as  a  1000  Club  effort. 

-  --  i  — 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Jonesville  held  a  May  Church  Night  Supper,  at  which  these  four  young  women 
presented  a  report  of  their  trip  to  New  York  and  Washington  D.C.  They  are.  from  left,  Stephanie  Riley,  Cindy  McLawchlin, 
Jan  Fairbanks  and  Kristy  Yarborough. 


With  a  portrait  of  Dr.  B.  C.  Taylor  are  those  who  established  the  scholarship  fund  in 
his  memory.  They  are,  from  left.  Jack  Rossett,  C.  V.  McGimsey,  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Gammill,  Sam  Grayson  and  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of  Centenary  College. 


Eight  young  people  have  joined  the  rolls  of  the  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  during  a  confirmation 
service  held  on  Pentecost  Sunday. 

The  front  row  shows,  from  left,  Kristy  Storey,  Gaela  Baker,  Wendi  Hodges,  Michael  Melancon,  and  the  back  row  shows  Lisa 
Anderson,  Kelly  Thurmon,  Neal  Thurmon  and  Brian  Runyon,  with  pastor,  the  Rev.  Swindell  Hodges  behind  the  class. 
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Editorials 

Review  of  non-UM  seminaries  should 
enhance  training  of  UM  ministers 


Numerous  questions  have  been  raised 
publicly  about  the  recent  decision  of  our 
church’s  University  Senate  to  withdraw 
approval  of  some  30  non-United  Method¬ 
ist  seminaries  to  train  future  UM  minis¬ 
ters  (see  TM/UMR,  July  3  and  July  17). 
Other  questions  about  possible  “hidden 
agendas”  in  the  University  Senate’s  ac¬ 
tion  have  been  festering  in  private  con¬ 
versations  across  the  denomination. 

We  have  expressed  our  own  con¬ 
siderable  concerns  about  the  fact  that  the 
University  Senate  finalized  its  decisions 
in  a  closed  session  in  apparent  violation 
of  the  UMC’s  “open  meetings”  policy, 
and  our  belief  that  this  served  unneces¬ 
sarily  to  heighten  suspicion  regarding 
those  decisions  (see  TM/UMR  editorial. 
July  10). 

We  are  convinced,  however,  that  there 
is  absolutely  nothing  sinister  about  the 
University  Senate’s  review  process,  or 
its  conclusions.  The  University  Senate 
was  doing  nothing  more  or  less  than 
carrying  out  a  mandate  assigned  to  it  by 
the  UMC’s  1980  General  Conference. 

That  mandate  was,  simply  put,  to 
determine  the  fitness  of  non-United 
Methodist  seminaries,  on  a  case-by-case 
basis,  to  train  future  United  Methodist 
ministers.  The  intent  behind  the  mandate 
was  not  to  “get”  any  seminary  or  group 
of  seminaries.  Nor  was  it  to  “prop  up,” 
by  channeling  more  students  to  any  of 
the  13  United  Methodist  seminaries  as 
some  persons  are  speculating. 

This  mandate  arose  from  the 
realization  that  “academic  accreditation 
by  a  national  accrediting  agency”  does 
not  automatically  insure  that  a  given 
seminary  will  provide  a  course  of  in¬ 
struction  which  will  adequately  equip  a 
person  for  ministry  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  It  is  readily  conceivable 
that  a  seminary  could  offer  an  outstan¬ 
ding  theological  curriculum  “in  general” 
which  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  totally 
inadequate  in  its  preparation  of  a  person 
to  minister  specifically  as  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist. 


What  the  University  Senate's  action 
amounts  to  is  an  additional  form  of  ac¬ 
creditation  for  seminaries  —  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  insuring  that  future  United 
Methodist  ministers  are  provided  ade¬ 
quate  grounding  in  denominational  polity 
and  traditions  while  in  seminary. 

That  the  University  Senate  was  not 
seeking  to  turn  our  church  away  from  its 
traditional  affirmation  of  diversity,  and 
toward  a  narrow  denominationalism  in 
its  approach  to  theological  education,  is 
transparently  clear  when  one  analyzes 
the  decisions  announced  last  week.  Those 
decisions  leave  more  than  100  seminaries 
in  the  “approved”  category  —  at  least 
for  the  coming  year.  Only  six  seminaries 
which  sought  approval  were  placed  in  the 
“not  approved”  category.  Those  which 
were  approved  span  the  theological  spec¬ 
trum,  and  include  both  many  seminaries 
of  other  denominations  and  numerous 
non-denominational  seminaries. 

The  only  awkward  by-product  of  the 
University  Senate’s  recent  actions  per¬ 
tains  to  the  seminary  at  Oral  Roberts  - 
University  in  Tulsa.  Since  that  seminary 
was  not  previously  accredited,  and  there¬ 
fore  not  previously  on  the  UMC’s  “ap¬ 
proved”  list,  there  was  no  approval  to 
carry  over.  The  University  Senate  did 
not  feel  that  it  yet  had  sufficient  basis 
either  to  grant  ORU  “approved”  or  “not 
approved”  status,  so  it  did  neither.  This 
unfortunately  will  leave  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  have  chosen  to  study  there,  or 
who  wish  to  study  there,  in  limbo  during 
the  coming  year.  This  is  a  temporary 
situation,  however,  which  is  clearly  the 
result  of  an  accident  of  history,  and  not  of 
design. 

We  believe  the  evidence  clearly  sup¬ 
ports  the  belief  that  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate’s  exercise  of  its  Disciplinary  respon¬ 
sibility  should  enhance  the  quality  of 
ministry  we  may  expect  of  future  UM 
ministers  who  choose  to  study  at  non-UM 
seminaries.  And  for  that,  we  believe  all 
elements  within  the  UMC  should  be 
thankful,  not  critical. 


Here  I  Stand 

United  Methodism  ‘must’ embrace 
the  ‘prophetic  challenge  of  Christ’ 


By  DOUGLAS  M.  STRONG  ‘ 

As  a  student  of  American  Church 
History,  the  heritage  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  continually  excites 
me.  Launched  only  three  years  prior  to 
the  formation  of  American  constitutional 
government,  promoted  by  the  tireless 
efforts  of  hundreds  of  undaunted  circuit 
riders  following  the  frontier  migration, 
and  deeply  instrumental  in  the  reform 
movements  of  this  country  (women’s 
rights,  abolition,  temperance),  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  in  the  United  States 
has  been  closely  tied  to  the  history  of  the 
American  nation  itself. 

This  close  connection  of  United 
Methodism  and  American  histdry  has 
had  both  positive  and  negative  effects  ort- 
the  church.  In  the  nineteenth  century, 
when  America’s  population  possessed  a 
relatively  uniform  evangelical  piety,  th^ 
church  followed  the  geographically  and 
ideologically  optimistic  expansion  of  the 
nation.  The  church  grew  to  become  the 
largest  denomination  in  the  country,  and 
helped  to  shape  the  moral  and  spiritual 
climate  of  the  United  States. 

Unfortunately,  by  the  late  twentieth 
century,  this  same  close  tie  of 
Methodism  with  the  national  mood  has 


resulted  in  a  loss  of  vision,  spiritual 
malaise,  distrust  of  a  heavy-handed  and 
unwieldy  bureaucracy,  a  capitulation  to 
faddish  social  programs,  and 
commitment  to  an  ill-defined  and  theo- 
logically-vague  pluralism. 

Indeed,  United  Methodism  is  a 
microcosm  of  America.  Its  39,000 
churches  are  more  evenly  spread  over 
this  country  than  those  of  any  other 
denomination.  Consequently,  several 
major  religious  leaders  have  commented 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church,  more 
than  any  other  institution,  has  the 
opportunity  for  bringing  spiritual 
renewal  to  the  United  States.  But  a 
serious  question  is  whether  an  institution 
so  bound  up  with  the  American  ethos  can 
speak  prophetically  to  America.  Can  a 
comfortably  middle-class  and  spiritually 
apathetic  church  respond  to  the  needs  of 
this  generation? 

Millions  of  Americans  have,  at  best, 
substituted  a  materialistic  civil  religion 
for  a  personal  and  committed  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus  Christ.  Many  of  our 
churches  fail  to  meet  the  real  concerns  of 
people  by  offering  nothing  but  bland  and 
undemandingly  respectable  social  clubs. 
Racism,  inequalities,  and  immorality 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Prison  ministry  requires  a  belief 
that  there  is  hope  for  the  prisoners 


Christian  employers  should  express 
‘thanks’  when  deserving  worker  leaves 


Any  church  or  church-related  institu¬ 
tion,  or  any  Christian  individual  in  a 
managerial  or  employer  role,  has  an 
obligation  to  deal  honorably  and  grac¬ 
iously  with  employees,  including  dealing 
with  their  termination. 

We  learned  recently  of  a  man  who 
changed  jobs,  moving  voluntarily  from 
one  church-related  institution  to  another 
after  several  years. 

Before  leaving,  he  gave  his  employers 
eight  weeks’  notice  in  writing.  In  his  let¬ 
ter  of  resignation,  he  also  expressed  best 
wishes  for  the  institution’s  continued  suc¬ 
cess,  and  appreciation  for  the  opportun¬ 
ity  of  working  there. 

The  chief  executive  of  the  church  in¬ 
stitution  the  man  was  leaving  responded 
with  an  icily-brief  letter.  Paragraph  one 
acknowledged  the  man’s  stated  intention 
to  leave.  Paragraph  two  instructed  him 
to  contact  certain  other  officers  of  the  in¬ 
stitution  to  complete  his  termination. 

What  a  tragically  missed  opportunity! 
All  this  busy  executive  needed  to  have 
added  was  a  brief  personal  word.  In  the 
New  Testament,  the  Master  set  the 
example  when  he  said  to  the  servant, 
“Well  done.” 

No  local  church,  and  no  church-related 
college  or  university,  hospital,  agency, 
or  board  ought  to  let  any  deserving  em¬ 
ployee  go  elsewhere  without  offering  a 
word  of  thanks.  And  no  Christian  em¬ 
ployers  in  the  secular  realm  should  do 


less.  For  many  persons,  the  word 
“thanks”  can  be  a  treasure  which  need 
not  be  laid  up  in  heaven,  because  it  has 
value  only  among  the  living. 


To  the  Editor: 

It  was  good  to  see  prison  ministry  giv¬ 
en  coverage  in  your  June  26  issue.  Chris¬ 
tian s  are  needed  to  participate  in  prison 
ministry.  A  caring  community  can  be 
seen  by  inmates  as  consideration  is  given 
to  their  needs  and  the  needs  of  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  This  caring  opens  the  door  for  nur¬ 
turing  them  spiritually.  Thank  God  there 
are  church  services  in  prisons  and  that 
there  are  chaplains.  They  are  needed, 
too. 

But  please  don’t  be  too  hard  on  any 
ministers  or  lay  persons  who  do  not 
respond  to  this  need.  Prison  ministry  has 
to  be  a  call  from  God.  This  is  not  an  easy 
place  to  minister.  It  takes  commitment, 
perhaps  more  than  a  pastor  would  feel  he 
could  make  since  he  is  responsible  for  his 
whole  congregation,  often  without  an 
associate  pastor.  Lay  persons  have  to 
believe  there  is  hope  for  those  prisoners, 
no  matter  what  their  crime.  This  kind  of 
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By  JOAN  GASPARD 

Marty  and  David  are  dead.  Marty  was 
my  first  death.  David  a  year  later.  Marty 
taught  me  about  death  and  David  taught 
me  about  dying.  Yet  they,  both  in  their 
15th  year  of  life,  taught  me  more  knowl¬ 
edge  about  living  than  I  had  acquired  in 
my  own  34  years  of  life. 

Living  means  growing  toward  death. 
Death  is  our  final  curtain.  We  expect  it  at 
age  75;  never  earlier.  Our  own  finiteness, 
if  we  think  about  it  at  all,  is  far  in  the 
future.  Dying  is  reserved  for  our  grand¬ 
parents,  or  our  own  parents’  old  age,  or 
our  own  golden  years. 

Therefore,  we  don’t  bother  to  learn  or 
understand  the  nature  of  dying  or  death; 
we  reserve  that  for  after  retirement. 
When  death  occurs  prematurely  for  a 
relative  or  friend,  we  find  ourselves  un¬ 
prepared  and  in  the  throes  of  despair.  We 
turn  to  our  minister  or  counselor  for 
crisis  intervention  or  we  withdraw  into  a 
period  of  bewilderment.  Our  prayers  are 
immediate  and  urgent.  But  we  fall  asleep 
only  to  awaken  to  the  most  welcomed 
new  day.  Quickly  we  fall  back  into  our 
usual  daily  routines.  We  did  not  grow  or 
learn  more  about  death  and  dying.  We’ll 
handle  that  later. 

Dying  and  death  came  to  Marty  and 
David  in  their  early  teens.  Neither  had 
experienced  their  first  date,  their  solo 
drive  in  the  family  car  or  their  first 
shave.  But  they  had  experienced  their 
first  war:  their  battle  was  with  the 
agony,  humiliation,  pain,  depression, 
fear  and  loneliness  associated  with  their 
conflict  with  an  enemy,  a  terminal 
illness.  Their  enemy,  cancer,  waged  an 
uncontrollable  attack.  They  were  de¬ 
feated.  However,  they  died  not  as  losers ' 
but  as  winners.  Ultimately  they  won' 
their  battles  because  they  were  exam-, 
pies  of  hope,  faith,  courage,  and  love  for 
their  survivors. 

I  was  their  teacher  but  they  taught  me. 
It  is  innate  within  a  teacher  that  she  must 
teach  what  she  has  learned.  Therefore,  I 
share  here  what  Marty  and  David  taught 
me  about  handling  death  and  dying. 
Their  lives  taught  me  that  we  must  pre¬ 
pare  ourselves  for  the  reality  of  death, 
both  for  ourselves  and  for  those  whom  we 
love.  And  because  this  preparation  is,  by 
necessity,  a  slow  process,  we  must  begin 
now  while  we  go  about  the  business  of 
growing  and  living. 

Had  they  had  time,  they  would  have 
written  the  following  notes : 

Dear  Mom  and  Dad,  please  talk  to  me 
about  what’s  happening  to  me.  I  know 
I’m  very  ill.  I'm  lonely  when  I  have  no 
one  to  be  straight  with  about  my  illness.  I 
know  you  are  all  anxious,  sad,  and 
worried  about  me.  Cry  with  me.  Tell  me 
your  feelings  and  your  fears.  Then  I  can 
share  mine.  Budget  your  strength.  Know 
that  I  am  at  peace.  Thanks  for  loving  me. 

Dear  Teacher,  please  don’t  patronize 
me  by  giving  me  grades  or  watering 


down  my  curriculum.  The  cancer,  the 
doctors  and  the  nurses  have  control  over 
everything  except  my  school  work.  I, 
alone,  have  control  over  that.  Teach  me 
algebra,  earth  science,  and  “A  Tale  of 
Two  Cities.”  Give  me  tests.  Let  me 
achieve.  Thanks  for  helping  me  graduate 
early. 

Dear  Friends,  please  don’t  whisper  in 
the  room.  I  may  look  lifeless  but  I  hear 
and  think.  Talk  to  me.  Tell  me  about 
school,  the  football  team,  the  auto 
mechanics  shop  or  the  latest  fishing  trip. 
Don’t  stop  coming  to  see  me.  Thanks  for 
the  latest  Aggie  joke. 

Dear  Nurses,  please  let  me  be  sad  or 
angry.  This  is  a  hell  of  a  war.  Don’t  try  to 
tease  or  kid  me  out  of  my  depression.  I’m 
resilient.  I  have  my  ups  and  downs,  just 
like  you.  Sneak  my  little  brother  or  sister 
in  to  see  me.  Thanks  for  cleaning  me  up. 

Dear  Preacher,  please  don’t  pray  over 
me;  pray  with  me.  Talk  with  me  about 
living  and  dying.  Stay  with  me  a  little 
longer.  Don’t  hold  my  hand  limply, 
shake  it  like  I’m  a  man.  Help  my  family 
go  on  living  afterward.  Thanks  for  God. 

Dear  Sister  and  Brother,  please  come 
to  see  me.  It’s  okay  to  laugh.  Tell  me 
about  your  lives.  Fight  with  me  like  we 
used  to.  Support  Mom  and  Dad  in  their 
decisions  about  me.  Thanks  for  the  crit¬ 
icism. 

Dear  Doctors,  please,  no  more  cricket 
juice!  I  know  there  is  nothing  else  you 
can  give  me,  so  when  I  ask,  “What  are 
you  going  to  do  now?”  don’t  say  again, 
“I’m  going  to  give  you  cricket  juice,”  or 
“How  about  some  axle  grease?”  Let  my 
dog  come  visit  me.  Let  me  go  home 
sometime.  Thanks  for  your  tears. 

1  “My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
Whiflh  JM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 

Ufehowr  l  .  t 

Thi&<  ^  week's  contributor  is  Joan 
Gaspard,  a  member  of  First  UMC,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  and  a  teacher  of  home- 
bound  and  hospitalized  children  for  the 
Hurst- Euless-Bed ford  Independent 
School  District. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to  “My 
Witness. “  TM/UMR.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


.  n^ Go  stay ‘up  ’ 

Lord,  there  are  draining  days 
When  we  feel  bogged  down  with  every 
care. 

Yet  victory  comes  in  Your  power 
As  we  choose  to  stay  up  with  prayer. 

Charlotte  Adelsperger 
Prairie  Village.  Kansas  I 


ministry  requires  a  lot  of  soul-searching. 

Those  of  us  involved  in  prison  ministry 
need  to  share  our  experiences  and  plant 
seeds  in  the  minds  of  others.  Then  God 
can  direct  them  and  the  work  will  be 
fruitful. 

RuthM.  Plantz 
Penfield,  New  York 

Religious  institutions 
have  grave  responsibility 

To  the  Editor: 

If  the  religious  commitment  evidenced 
by  the  recently  reported  “national  sur¬ 
vey”  is  correct,  the  people  must  get  their 
religion  somewhere  other  than  the  church 
(see  TM/UMR  June  19). 

Those  who  are  committed  to  a  strong 
military,  regardless  of  price,  and  those 
who  are  negative  about  strengthening 
women’s  rights,  are  contrary  to  the  doc¬ 
trines,  declarations  and  teachings  of 
most  major  religious  denominations. 

If  the  survey  findings  are  correct,  the 
religious  institutions  have  some  grave 
responsibility,  and  have  their  work  cut 
out  for  them. 

Harry  Jurey  •••»» 

Canoga  Park,  California 

Acts  of  ‘a  nation  under 
God’  are  ‘a  puzzlement’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  much  aware  that  there  are 
very  few  simple  answers  to  the  issues 
that  we  face,  but  I  am  perplexed  about  a 
number  of  things.  A  few  of  the  more 
troubling: 

How  is  it  that  those  who  vehemently 
oppose  government  regulation  of  private 
industry,  press  for  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  regulating  women’s  bodies? 

How  is  it  that  those  who  wish  to 
regulate  a  woman’s  body  to  protect  an 
unborn  fetus,  refuse  to  regulate  private 
industry  to  protect  living,  breathing 
babies  from  being  starved  to  death  on 
bottled  formula? 

How  is  it  that  we  call  ourselves  a  nation 
under  God,  as  we  balance  our  budget  by 
cutting  back  on  life-giving  services  while 
increasing  the  amounts  we  spend  for 
death-dealing  technology? 

It  is,  indeed,  “a  puzzlement.” 

Dorothy  M.  Field 
Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania 

Flag  need  not  be  an  ‘idol* 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  a  letter  in  the 
June  26  TM/UMR  headlined  “Flag  pro¬ 
motion  questioned.”  I  believe  Mr.  Hill  is 
trying  to  wage  battle  against  the  possible 
destructive  forces  of  nationalism,  yet  by 
calling  the  flag  “our  number  one  con¬ 
temporary  idol,”  I  feel  his  attack  has 
been  misdirected. 

In  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance,  we  claim 
that  the  flag  is  a  symbol  of  a  republic, 
and  that  the  republic  is  “one  nation,  un¬ 
der  God.”  We  are  still  a  nation  where  the 
last  two  presidents  have  been  professing 
Christians.  We  are  still  a  nation  where  a 
prayer  is  said  before  every  legislative 
meeting.  We  are  still  a  nation,  where 
many  civic  groups  deal  with  both  the 
social  and  spiritual  aspects  of  our  people. 

And,  despite  our  faults,  we  are  still  a 
nation  where  we  are  “under  God.” 

Many  Christians  fought  and  died  under 
that  flag  to  end  Hitler’s  slaughter  of 
Europe  and  our  Jewish  brothers  and 
sisters.  Many  since  have  died  to  prevent 
the  further  spread  of  communism.  The 
answer  to  our  country’s  problems  is  not, 
as  Mr.  Hill  suggests,  to  treat  the  flag  as  a 
“contemporary  idol,”  but  to  pray  for  the 
nation  it  represents. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  this  paper 
and  its  work. 

Mark  D.  Mills 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

‘Creationism’ in  public  |  y^Dj^jNCE 
schools  is  stop  number  one 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Bishop  Kenneth 
Hicks  and  the  other  United  Methodists 
who  joined  the  attempt  to  block  the 
teaching  of  “creationism”  in  the  science 


courses  in  the  public  schools  of  Arkansas 
(see  TM/UMR  June  5)!  You  see,  that  at¬ 
tempt  by  the  fundamentalists  might  well 
be  only  the  first  step  in  an  insidious  con¬ 
spiracy  to  dupe  the  American  people. 

Step  number  two  would  be  to  exclude  all 
other  scientific  theories.  Step  number 
three  would  be  to  have  all  science  cour¬ 
ses  taught  by  fundamentalists  who  have 
passed  a  doctrinal  test.  (If  you  can’t  trust 
the  public  school  teachers  to  present  a 
moral  sex  education  to  your  children, 
how  can  you  trust  them  to  lead  in  prayer 
or  teach  about  the  Bible? ) 

Then,  when  the  only  thing  taught  is 
what  they  want,  and  that  is  being  taught 
by  them  to  make  sure  it  is  correct,  the 
final  step  in  this  plot  will  be  to  branch  out 
and  teach  correct  doctrine  in  other 
areas,  like  “the  woman’s  place  is  in  the 
home”  and  “we  are  the  master  race” 
and  “let  the  poor  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves;  they  are  poor  only  because  they 
are  lazy,  anyway,”  and  “God  doesn’t 
hear  the  prayer  of  a  Jew.” 

But,  Bishop  Hicks  shouldn’t  worry 
overly  much!  I  have  noticed  that  a  basic 
characteristic  of  radical  rightism  is  that 
such  crusaders  find  it  difficult,  to  trust 
anyone  to  preach  and  teach  correctly  .  .  . 
they  don’t  even  trust  each  other  for  long. 
Hilbert  Lohr 
Sun  Prairie,  Wisconsin 

Article  on  U.S.  Postal 
Service  costs  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  26  issue  of  TM/UMR,  which 
I  receive  as  a  lay  person  in  the  San 
Gabriel,  California,  United  Methodist 
Church,  you  took  time  to  respond  in  detail 
to  a  reader’s  concern  over  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service’s  costs  and  expense  controls  and 
how  they  impacted  your  paper’s  circum¬ 
stances. 

It  was  (is)  a  complicated  subject.  I 
want  to  compliment  you  and  thank  you 
sincerely  for  the  thoroughness  of  your  ex¬ 
planation.  It  was  presented  exceedingly 
well  for  better  understanding  by  those  of 
us  who  have  no  reason  to  be  close  to  the 
facts.  I  appreciated  your  careful  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  subject  and  believe  it  deserved 
the  space  you  took. 

Paul  M.  Lee 

Los  Angeles,  California 


Mr.  Strong 
abound  at  home,  while  the  cries  of  a 
hungry  and  oppressed  world  call  to  us 
from  abroad. 

The  challenge  is  obvious;  the  potential 
is  enormous.  The  onus  is  clearly  on  the 
next  generation  of  United  Methodist 
pastors  and  laity  to  provide  servant 
leadership  devoted  to  living  out  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  believe  we  have  the  opportunity  for 
evangelistically  reaching  our  nation 
anew.  I  believe  we  have  the  promise  of 
the  Holy  Spirit’s  power  and  the  human 
resources  necessary  for  tackling  the  - 
problems  of  our  society.  My  conviction  is 
that  the  prophetic  challenge  of  Christ  for 
our  generation  may,  and  indeed  must,  be 
embraced  by  United  Methodism. 
Nothing  less  could  be  fitting  for  the 
Wesleyan  movement,  whose  motivating 
phrase  in  the  early  days  of  the  United 
States  was  to  “reform  the  nation  and 
spread  Scriptural  holiness  throughout 
the  land.” 

‘Let’s  greet  God 
at  our  worship  ’ 

By  PAT  TIMBERLAKE 
A  Sunday  School  class  that  I  visted  last 
summer  began  with  the  salutation, 
“Good  morning.”  The  morning  worship 
service  opened  with  the  pastor  saying, 
“Good  morning.”  Even  the  first  words 
spoken  to  the  children  at  the  children’s 
sermon  —  midpoint  in  the  service  — 
were  “Good  morning.” 

“Good  morning”  is  a  courteous  and 
friendly  greeting.  Some  would  even  say 
that  it  means  “God  be  with  you  this 
morning.”  This  salutation  is  appropriate 
for  many  occasions,  but  for  the  opening 
words  of  a  worship  service?  I  don’t  think 
so. 

Traditionally,  cor¬ 
porate  worship  has 
begun  with  words 
which  invoke  the 
presence  of  God.  It 
seems  an  appro¬ 
priate  thing  to  do. 
It  is  a  time  of  shift¬ 
ing  our  thoughts 
from  people  to  deity 
Ms.  Timberlake  —  from  self  to  God. 
Our  Jewish  forbears  left  us  words  that 
direct  worshippers  to  God  and  words  that 
praise  Him.  “Enter  His  gates  with 
thanksgiving,  and  His  courts  with 
praise!”  “Come,  let  us  walk  in  the  light 
of  the  Lord,  that  He  may  teach  us  His 
ways  and  that  we  may  walk  in  His 
paths.”  “O  sing  to  the  Lord  a  new  song; 
sing  to  the  Lord,  all  the  earth.” 
Generations  have  found  these  same 
words  helpful  calls  to  worship  God. 

Following  Christ’s  resurrection,  early 
Christians  affirmed  their  worship  of  a 
risen  Lord  as  they  began,  “The  Lord  is 
risen!  The  Lord  is  risen  indeed!”  What  a 
strong  pronouncement  as  compared  to 
our  generation’s  “Good  morning.” 

A  question  about  the  future  might  be 
raised.  If  we  abandon  our  tradition  of 
invoking  God’s  presence,  how  much 
further  shall  we  go?  Will  the  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Tomorrow  open  worship 
with,  “Hi,  Guys!?”  (Theologians  and 
non-sexist  groups  could  have  a  good  time 
interpreting  “guys!”) 

I  would  urge  us  to  return  to  our  biblical 
heritage  and  tradition.  Let’s  greet  each 
other  before  and  after  worship  —  and 
let’s  greet  God  and  our  risen  Lord  at 
worship! 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributors  are  the  Rev.  Douglas  M. 
Strong,  a  student  at  Princeton  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  and  a  probationary  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Western  New  York  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  Pat  Timberlake,  a  member  of 
First  UMC,  Morristown,  Tennessee 
(Holston  Conference). 


...orane 


d  future 


■  Young  girls  in  Jerusalem  daily  sell  gum  on  the  streets  to  provide 
added  family  income.  While  the  funds  are  needed,  if  these  girls 
continue  to  work  instead  of  attending  school  they  sacrifice  their 
future.  ■  Their  hope  lies  in  such  schools  as  Rawdat  A1  Zahur, 
established  nearly  30  years  ago  in  Jerusalem.  Here  they  can  learn 
how  to  prepare  for  a  better  future.  Studies  include  Israel  curriculum 
as  well  as  studies  of  Arab  culture.  ■  The  school's  hot  lunch 
program  often  provides  the  only  balanced,  cooked  meal  of  the 
day.  The  girls'  families  cannot  pay  for  this  education,  making  it 
imperative  that  scholarship  assistance  be  provided.  UMCOR  has 
|  pledged  the  support  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


I 


fl: 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  Y  10027 


Your  gift  can  take  a  girl  off  the  street,  and 
provide  her  with  an  education. 


629778-4 


STREET  ADDRESS. 


.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE . 


JULY  24.1981 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  HEPOHTER 


PAGE  3 


Membership,  finances,  education 


Computer:  New  uses  in  churches 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 


Bleep  .  .  .  whirrrrrrr  .  .  .  dit  dit  dit  .  .  . 
bleep.  Amen. 

In  a  world  where  efficiency  counts  and 
use  of  computers  is  on  the  rise,  some 
churches  —  including  United  Methodist 
—  have  bought  into  electronic  technology 
and  hardware  to  keep  track  of  mem¬ 
bership  and  financial  records  and,  in 
some  cases,  to  further  their  education 
programs. 

Denominational  agencies  were  reluc¬ 
tant  to  estimate  the  number  of  local  chur¬ 
ches  using  some  sort  of  computerized 
record-keeping  device,  but  experts  in  the 
field  say  many  churches  have  shown  an 
interest. 

The  cost  of  putting  church  records  onto 
computers  often  dampens  the  fervor,  so 
that  more  imaginative  and  elaborate 
systems  for  churches  are  still  pretty 
much  in  the  future.  Nevertheless,  some 
computer  experts  interviewed  said  com¬ 
puterized  records  can,  for  example, 
allow  a  church  which  does  its 
bookkeeping  by  hand  to  do  the  same 
work  in  one-third  of  the  time.  Therefore, 
many  churches  are  starting  to  consider 
and  employ  computer  technology  in  at 
least  three  areas  : 

•  membership  and  attendance  records 

•  financial  and  budget  information 

,  •  church  school  instruction 

Several  church-related  organizations 
are  exploring  the  possibilities  of  ex¬ 
tensive  computer  programs  for  local 
churches.  Dr.  Richard  Hunt,  a 
psychology  professor  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas,  heads  a 
local  church  software  design  team.  The 
15-member  team,  sponsored  by  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference,  is  developing 
a  computer  services  system  which  will 
enable  local  churches  to  record  mem¬ 
bership,  attendance,  and  pledges,  either 
from  a  local  church-based  computer  or 
from  a  central  computer  terminal 
operated  by  a  data  processing  company 


which  may  serve  several  organizations 
in  a  given  locale.  ( “Software"  is  the  term 
for  the  computer  programs;  “hardware” 
denotes  the  machinery  itself). 

“The  computer  will  not  only  keep 
records,  but  it  can  assist  the  minister  in 
keeping  up  with  his  constituency,”  Dr. 
Hunt  said.  A  comprehensive  record  of  mem¬ 
bers  and  their  family  structure,  ages  and 
perhaps  their  talents  and  interests  can  also 
help  church  leaders  divide  individuals  into 
groups  for  particular  areas  of  service 
in  the  church,  he  added. 

Computers  can  enhance  ministry 

Of  the  pastors  and  lay  persons  who  em¬ 
ploy  computer  technology,  several 
agreed  the  systems  have  been  helpful  in 
enhancing  their  ministry  to  various 
groups.  The  Rev.  Newton  Wise  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Boca  Raton, 
Fla.,  said  the  church’s  IBM  computer 
helped  him  find  young  people  from  a 
listing  of  church  members  by  their  ages. 

“When  I  first  came  here  two  years  ago, 
I  wanted  to  start  a  UMYF  program,  but 
there  didn’t  seem  to  be  that  many  young 
people,”  Mr.  Wise  said.  He  consulted 
adult  members,  but  they  also  felt  there 
weren’t  enough  youth  to  justify  a 
program.  Then  he  consulted  his  church’s 
computer  listing  of  junior  and  high 
school-age  members.  “In  a  matter  of 
seconds  it  (the  computer)  gave  me  a  list 
of  67  names.  We  called  some  kids,  and 
the  following  Sunday  at  our  first 
meeting,  we  had  24  young  people.  Pretty 
good  for  not  having  any  to  start  with,”  he 
added.  He  said  the  youth  program  has 
continued  to  grow. 

The  Florida  congregation  got  started 
using  a  computer  with  the  help  of  a  lay 
member  who  has  an  interest  in  com¬ 
puters.  Mr.  Wise  said  other  churches  in 
the  Boca  Raton  area  have  seen  the  mem¬ 
bership  and  financial  record-keeping 
computer  at  the  church  and  have  shown 
quite  a  bit  of  interest  in  starting  their 
own  computer  programs. 


Promoting  church  growth 

Jack  Gunther,  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  Christian  Com¬ 
munications  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  said 
membership  coupled  with  attendance 
records  must  be  accurately  kept  to  in¬ 
sure  church  growth  and  a  better  quality 
of  ministry  to  those  members  who  are  of¬ 
ten  missed.  His  organization,  a  con¬ 
sulting  firm  which  provides  resource 
materials  for  implementing  church 
growth,  is  marketing  a  computer  called 
“Insight  2000'  ’  for  churches. 

“It’s  a  matter  of  churches  making  the 
most  use  of  the  most  information  they 
have,”  said  Mr.  Gunther.  “Say  a  per¬ 
son’?  attendance  is  dropping  —  he’s 
qiissed  three  or  four  Sundays.  The  pastor 
and  other  members  need  to  reach  out  to 
him  when  the  pattern  of  absence  first 
develops,  not  six  months  later.  Accurate 
attendance  records  let  the  minister  know 
he’s  losing  someone  while  there  is  still 
time  to  reclaim  that  person,”  he  said. 
Using  word  processor 

Mr.  Gunther  said  his  company’s  com¬ 
puter  package  is  designed  to  keep  recor¬ 
ds  but  also  includes  a  word  processor 
whereby  churches  can  print  newsletters, 
personalized  form  letters,  church 
bulletins  and  directories  in  a  matter  of 
minutes  rather  than  making  such  tasks 
all-day  enterprises.  “The  computer 
system  helps  reduce  the  time  ministers 
and  lay  people  spend  in  the  office.  It  does 
the  work  more  efficiently  and  allows 
more  time  for  them  to  minister,”  Mr. 
Gunther  said. 

Financial  record-keeping  is  one  of  the 
most  widespread  uses  of  computers  by 
local  churches.  One  innovation  in  this 
area  is  automatic  pledging  or 
“Autogive.”  The  Rev.  Raymond  B. 
Knudsen,  president  of  the  National  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Financial  Development  in 
Hillsdale,  N.J.,  explained  that  a  local 


church  can  use  the  firm’s  services  to  in¬ 
crease  the  flow  of  contributions  front 
members  on  a  more  regular  basis  than 
the  often  sporadic  weekly  pocket-to-plate 
collections. 

To  get  the  automatic  check  service,  the 
local  church  enrolls  in  the  program,  and 
individual  members  sign  an  authoriza¬ 
tion  form  indicating  the  amount  their 
personal  or  business  checking  account 
should  be  debited  each  month  for  a  church 
pledge.  On  the  appointed  day,  the  giver’s 
account  is  automatically  debited  and  the 
church’s  account  is  credited  for  the 
agreed  amount.  A  listing  of  the  contri¬ 
butors  and  their  gifts  is  provided  to  the 
church  each  month. 

Mr.  Knudsen  said,  “I  think  the  service 
assists  individuals  to  consider  their  sup¬ 
port  of  the  church  seriously  in  terms  of 
their  regular  family  budget  instead  of 
their  just  paying  what  they  have  left  in 
their  pockets  after  they’ve  done 
everything  else.” 

Several  churches  have  found  that  com¬ 
puters  used  for  education  aid  in  retention 
of  material,  spark  student  interest  and 
are  just  plain  fun.  Robert  Reuter  of  the 
Lutheran  Brotherhood,  based  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  used  a  micro-computer  to  in¬ 
struct  an  eighth-grade  confirmation 
class  at  Calvary  Lutheran  Church  in 
Golden  Valley,  Minn.  The  computer, 
named  “R2D2”  by  the  class,  kept  track 
of  attendance  and  homework  and  also 
gave  Bible  and  catechism  lessons. 

“The  computer  programs  were 
designed  to  teach  things  like  the  Ten 
Commandments,”  Mr.  Reuter  said. 
“When  a  lesson  called  for  visual  aids,  the 
computer  displayed  biblical  symbols.” 
Mr.  Reuter,  vice  president  in  charge  of 
corporate  planning  for  the  Brotherhood, 
wrote  and  developed  the  programs  for 
the  class. 

Computer  software  companies  are  also 


developing  educational  programs  for 
church  schools.  Bob  West  of  Bob  West 
Publications  Inc.  in  Brevard,  N.C.,  is  a 
distributor  of  computer  programs  serv¬ 
ing  several  local  churches  through  more 
than  500  dealers  in  the  country.  He  said 
his  company  has  developed  several 
programs  for  Bible  instruction  such  as 
video  Bible  stories  for  children. 
Churches  must  consider  costs 

Cost  is  a  prime  consideration  for 
churches  thinking  of  purchasing  com¬ 
puter  systems,  and  persons  interviewed 
agreed  such  a  system  would  probably  be 
most  cost  effective  for  a  church  of  500  or 
more  members.  Mr.  Gunther  of 
Christian  Communications  said  his 
firm's  computer  service  —  hardware, 
software,  consulting  and  training  ser¬ 
vices  —  would  cost  between  $18,000  and 
$20,000  for  a  church  of  750  members.  The 
same  church  could  lease  such  a  system 
for  about  $500  per  month. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Dean,  a  retired  UM 
minister  now  a  marketing  consultant 


with  Membership  Services  Inc.  in  Irving, 
Texas,  said  before  purchasing  any  kind 
of  computer,  churches  need  to  consider 
“what  they  are  going  to  do  with  the  in¬ 
formation.  I  see  no  cost  justification  for 
just  transferring  the  keeping  of  data 
from  a  book  to  a  computer.  Churches 
have  to  want  to  use  the  information  to  be 
better  stewards  for  Christ,”  he  added. 

His  company,  which  serves  more  than 
600  local  churches  in  30  states,  offers  a 
computer  bureau  service  to  churches  for 
$150  to  $200  per  month  ( based  on  a  typical 
650-member  church).  “That  includes  a 
membership  profile  with  about  35  items 
of  information  about  each  member, 
posting  of  contributions  and  total 
bookkeeping  services  for  the  church,” 
Mr.  Dean  said. 

Mr.  Gunther  said  that  although  cost 
has  been  a  deterrent  to  computer  usage, 
systems  are  becoming  more  favorable  to 
churches  which  consider  not  only  dollars 
saved  but  also  long-term  savings  through 
efficiency  and  accuracy. 


Idea  of  review  affirmed,  but  process  criticized 


Bishop’s  ‘pet  cause’ 
surprises  new  area 


Some  seminary  deans  shocked  by  rejection 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  Bishop  A.  James 
Armstrong  began  pushing  a  pet  cause 
almost  as  soon  as  he  arrived  here  last 
year.  That  didn’t  surprise  Indiana  Area 
United  Methodists.  After  all,  he  is  the 
man  whom  the  news  media  have 
described  as  “America’s  most  activist 
bishop.” 

But  what  has  caught  the  Hoosiers  a  bit 
off  guard  is  the  pet  cause:  spiritual 
development. 

Unless  United  Methodist  ministers  and 
lay  persons  develop  a  deeper  spirituality, 
all  the  heavy  denominational  efforts  con¬ 
cerning  pensions,  property  matters  and 
programs  “won’t  mean  a  thing,”  the 
bishop  told  TM/UMR. 

His  priority  was  made  known  soon  af¬ 
ter  he  moved  back  here  from  the  Dakotas 
Area  where  for  12  years  the  bishop  had  in¬ 
volved  himself  in  the  causes  of  Native 
Americans,  the  Vietnam  War,  civil 
rights,  the  McGovern  for  President  cam¬ 
paign  and  many  others. 

Even  before  his  rise  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1968  from  an  Indianapolis  church,  his 
social  activism  was  well-known.  At  Bishop 
Armstrong’s  first  Indiana  ministers’ 
retreat,  many  participants  were  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  the  theme  was  spiritual 
formation,  said  the  Rev.  R.  Sheldon 
Duecker,  a  district  superintendent.  “I 
think  a  lot  of  them  were  expecting  some¬ 
thing  on  social  issues.” 

The  bishop  has  pressed  the  spirituality 
issue  ever  since,  resulting  in  the  North 
Indiana  and  South  Indiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  voting  this  year  to  add  a  director 
of  spiritual  formation  to  the  area’s  staff. 

No  other  conference  or  area  has  a 
similar  emphasis  on  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment,  according  to  the  Rev.  Kathy 
Nickerson  of  the  national  office  related  to 
ordained  ministry. 

This  effort  has  met  with  some  skep¬ 
ticism.  “A  number  of  people  of  all  types 
of  theological  backgrounds  are  fairly 
cynical  about  what  the  new  director 
really  will  do,”  the  Rev.  Riley  Case  of 
Hobart,  Ind.,  told  TM/UMR. 

Dr.  Norman  Shawchuck  began  as 
director  of  spiritual  formation  this 
month.  He  previously  was  on  the  Dakotas 
Area  staff  with  Bishop  Armstrong. 

Spirituality  type  questioned 

“Shawchuck’s  background  is  in 
sociology,  not  spiritual  formation,”  said 
Mr.  Case,  a  leader  in  the  unofficial 
“Good  News”  caucus.  “Some  questions 
have  been  raised  in  North  Indiana 
because  we  had  to  drop  our  conference 
evangelism  staff  person  last  year  for 
lack  of  money.  There’s  some  skepticism 
because  this  (idea  for  a  spiritual  director) 
came  from  the  bishop  and  not  out  of  an 
expressed  need  from  the  conferences.” 

Mr.  Case  said  he  sent  a  letter  to  the 
bishop  communicating  his  concerns  and 
those  of  other  “evangelicals”  connected 
to  the  Good  News  movement.  There  are  a 
lot  of  approaches  to  spirituality,  he  said, 
then  asked  “will  the  area  program  in¬ 
clude  the  more  traditional?  ” 

The  bishop  is  cultivating  interest  in 
spiritual  formation  through  such  highly 
visible  means  as  preaching  at  the  North 
Indiana  Annual  Lay  Rally  in  March  and 
extending  an  altar  call  which  drew  400  of 
the  2,500  in  attendance  to  the  front. 

“This  is  not  a  change  for  me,”  the 
bishop  said.  “For  the  last  three  or  four 
years  in  the  Dakotas,  we  had  a  number  of 
forays  into  this  which  led  me  to  the  con¬ 


viction  to  do  this  here .  ” 

Said  Ms.  Nickerson,  whose  job  includes 
programs  of  spiritual  formation  for  UM 
ministers,  “Part  of  the  myth  of  spiritual 
formation  is  that  it  is  the  opposite  end 
from  social  justice  concerns.  But  for 
many,  their  spirituality  is  the  only  thing 
that  sustains  them  in  their  work  for 
social  justice.” 

Upswing  in  interest  reported 

After  many  years  in  which  spiritual 
development  has  been  more  of  a  concern 
for  those  United  Methodists  who  call 
themselves  evangelical,  she  said,  there 
definitely  is  an  upswing  of  interest 
throughout  the  denomination.  Recent 
spiritual  formation  retreats  in  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  and  the  Northern 
New  Jersey  Annual  Conferences  are 
among  the  evidence. 

The  term  “spiritual  formation”  is  new 
language  for  a  concern  that  has  always 
been  part  of  the  Wesleyan  tradition,  Ms. 
Nickerson  said.  “Wesley  called  it  vital  piety.” 

Dr.  Shawchuck  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
upswing  in  interest  was  quite  evident  in 
the  Dakotas.  “My  job  there  was  in 
training  and  management.  But  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  spiritual  formation  kept  coming 
up.  There  was  a  vacuum,  a  real  need  for 
help  in  this  area.  We  added  more  and 
more  of  that  emphasis  to  our  program.” 

He  said  he  envisions  his  Indiana 
program  being  “very  much  like”  the 
spiritual  formation  program  of  the  Up¬ 
per  Room  which  hired  the  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Wood  as  director  of  spiritual  formation 
some  three  years  ago  to  develop  and  of¬ 
fer  programs  such  as  the  Emmaus 
retreats  (formerly  called  Cursillos). 

“I  will  be  working  with  Bob  Wood  and 
finding  ways  to  use  the  Upper  Room 
programs,”  Mr.  Shawchuck  said. 

Told  of  that,  Mr.  Case  said,  “If  he  uses 
the  Upper  Room  as  a  model,  I  think  the 
evangelicals  will  be  very  pleased  and 
support  him.” 

Area  United  Methodists  truly  need  to 
be  enthusiastic  about  the  program, 
Bishop  Armstrong  said.  Last  year,  the 
North  Indiana  conference  was  among  the 
larger  losers  in  membership,  and  the 
South  Indiana  conference  was  the  second 
biggest  loser  in  the  denomination. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Reactions  last  week  to  the  first-ever 
United  Methodist  Church  review  of  non- 
UM  seminaries  ranged  from  shock 
expressed  by  several  leaders  of  “not 
approved”  seminaries  to  solid 
affirmation  of  the  review  process  from 
leaders  of  schools  which  made  the 
“approved”  list  (see box). 

Predictably,  the  most  negative 
comments  came  from  officials  of  the 
seven  schools  which  were  involuntarily 
placed  on  the  “not  approved”  list,  in 
effect  making  them  off  limits  for  UM 
ministerial  students. 

“It  blew  my  mind  when  they  told  me 
we  weren’t  on  the  ‘approved’  list,”  said 
Dr.  Randall  T.  Ruble,  dean  of  Erskine 
Theological  Seminary,  in  a 
representative  comment.  He  told 
TM/UMR:  “We’ve  educated  Methodists 
for  the  ministry  nearly  every  year  since 
1837.” 

Although  leaders  of  most  of  the  seven 
were  sharply  critical  about  parts  of  the 
UMC’s  University  Senate  process,  they 
also  indicated  they  are  scrambling  to  get 
their  status  changed  so  persons  receiving 
their  degrees  will  be  eligible  for  United 
Methodist  ordination. 

Informed  of  their  comments,  Dr. 
Frederick  E.  Blumer,  head  of  the 
senate’s  review  commission,  said,  “I’m 
pleased  to  hear  they  want  back  on  the 
list.  Our  desire  is  to  get  on  as  many  with 
good  programs  as  possible.” 

The  new  review  process,  he  said,  has 
caused  most  seminaries  to  improve  their 
environment  for  United  Methodist 
students.  Consequently,  grassroots 
members  of  the  denomination  stand  to 
benefit  from  future  ministers  better 
trained  to  meet  the  specific  needs  of 
United  Methodist  churches,  he  claimed. 

TM/UMR  called  all  seven  schools 
which  involuntarily  were  placed  on  the 
“not-approved"  list.  (For  reasons  of 
“confidentiality”,  the  University  Senate 
would  not  release  information  about  them. ) 

A  few  seminary  officials  readily 
admitted  that  they  contributed  to  the 
“not-approved”  decision  by  not  taking 
the  review  seriously  enough. 

“We  responded  to  the  questionnaire  in 
a  limited  way,  not  understanding  the 
consequences  of  this  review,”  said  Dr. 
Mack  Branham,  administrative 
assistant  to  the  president  of  Lutheran 


The  recent  action  by  United  Methodist’s  University  Senate  consigned  a  “not- 
approved”  status  to  31  seminaries.  They  include  24  which  declined  to  be 
reviewed  by  the  senate,  six  which  failed  the  review,  and  one  (at  Oral  Roberts 
University)  whose  review  was  not  completed  when  the  senate  voted  and,  thus, 
remains  off  the  “approved”  list  because  it  never  before  was  on  it. 

Of  the  approximately  115  seminaries  kept  on  the  “approved"  list,  37  passed 
the  review,  three  had  their  reviews  continued  but  were  given  a  one-year 
provisional  approval,  and  about  75  are  yet  to  be  reviewed  during  the  next  three 
years.  (See  TM/UMR,  July  17,  for  the  seminaries  on  each  list. ) 


Theological  Southern  Seminary  in  South 
Carolina  —  which  has  21  UM  students. 

An  administrative  aide  at  one  of  the 
seminaries  that  declined  review  told 
TM/UMR  she  did  not  believe  anybody  at 
her  school  understood  that  by  not 
answering  the  questionnaire  they  would 
be  forfeiting  the  right  to  train  United 
Methodists. 

“You  wouldn’t  believe  how  many 
queries  for  information  cross  our  desks,” 
she  said.  (The  UMC  appears  to  be  the 
only  denomination  which  actually 
approves  and  disapproves  seminaries  for 
its  students. ) 

Dr.  Blumer  said  “We  did  our  best  to 
help  everyone  understand  that  this  was  a 
serious  matter.” 

Most  appeal  decision 
Most  of  the  seven  involuntarily  “not 
approved”  seminaries  are  preparing 
more  thorough  documentation  of  their 
programs  to  give  the  senate. 

Several  officials  are  angry  that  they 
didn’t  have  a  chance  to  make  such  a 
second  submission  before  the  senate 
voted  this  summer. 

“When  we  sent  in  our  questionnaire  in 
the  spring,  we  asked  for  advice  on  hiring 
someone  to  teach  courses  in  United 
Methodist  tradition,”  said  Dr.  Ruble  of 
Erskine  which  is  in  South  Carolina  and 
has  16  UM  students. 

“The  next  thing  we  heard  was  about 
not  being  approved  (for  not  offering 
enough  opportunity  for  growth  in  UM 
tradition).” 

Dr.  Manfred  Brauch,  dean  of  Eastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Philadelphia  —  which  has  25  UM 
students  —  said:  “We  were  confident  we 
would  be  certified  .  .  .  We  have  a  district 
superintendent  teaching  the  United 
Methodist  classes  ...  We  are  very  non¬ 
plussed  and  cannot  for  the  life  of  us 
understand  how  this  could  happen. 

“We  definitely  want  to  educate  United 
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Three  ministers  in  family 

At  age  69,  most  ministers  are  into 
considering  retirement,  but  the  Rev. 
Charles  Dirdak  is  anticipating  his  first 
year  as  an  ordained  elder.  He’ll  get 
plenty  of  good  advice  from  at  least  two 
other  UM  ministers— his  son,  the 
Rev.  Paul  Dirdak  and  daughter-in- 
law,  the  Rev.  Wendy  Pomeroy. 

He  was  ordained  last  month  in  a 
ceremony  at  the  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference  and  assigned  to 
pastor  the  210-member  Hughson 
(Calif.)  UMC  where  he  had  been  a 
deacon  since  he  graduated  from 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  in  Berkeley 
in  1979.  He  said  the  ceremony  was 
especially  meaningful  to  him  because 
his  son  and  daughter-in-law  —  both 
ministers  from  the  San  Francisco 
area  —  stood  with  him . 

His  life  has  spanned  two  continents, 
three  very  different  occupations  and  a 
Jewish-to-Christian  conversion  along 
the  way.  He  was  born  in  Brussels, 
Belgium,  in  1911.  As  a  student  at  the 


University  of  Brussels,  Mr.  Dirdak  — 
h  member  of  a  close-knit  Jewish 
family'  —  studied  chemistry  while 
working  with  his  father  as  a  diamond 
cutter. 

In  1939,  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States.  He  settled  in  New  York  and  for 
two  years  continued  working  in  the 
diamond  industry.  However,  he 


The  Rev.  Charles  Dirdak.  (left) 
greets  Bishop  Wilbur  Choy. 
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became  rather  disillusioned  with  the 
diamond  business  in  this  country  and 
moved  to  Trona,  California,  “to  work 
at  what  I  had  studied.”  He  took  more 
courses  in  chemistry  and  worked  as  a 
chemist  at  a  subsidiary  of  Kerr- 
McGee  Corp.  in  1942. 

He  met  his  late  wife,  the  former 
Esther  Rund  —  while  she  was  a  nurse 
in  Trona.  They  were  married  in  1945. 
He  converted  to  Christianity  several 
years  later  and  started  considering 
the  ministry.  “Over  many  years  I  felt 
the  difficulties  of  the  world  need 
correcting  just  as  I’m  sure  everyone 
else  felt.  It  seemed  the  only  way  to  go 
about  it  was  to  help  individuals  to 
come  to  God.  What  better  way  than  to 
become  a  minister?  ” 

Mr.  Dirdak  spoke  enthusiastically 
about  his  work  with  small-group 
ministries.  “That  is  an  essential 
ingredient  in  helping  people  grow  in 
the  Lord,  and  I’m  sure  it  helps  me  a 
great  deal,”  he  said. 

M  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Methodists.  From  20  to  30  percent  of  our 
students  each  year  are  United 
Methodists  ...  We  would  hurt  as  an 
institution  if  we  can’t  get  this  (“not- 
approved”  status)  changed. 

“If  the  University  Senate  is  in  a  sense 
going  to  accredit,  we  feel  we  should  have 
a  chance  to  speak  for  ourselves  and  inter¬ 
pret  our  data,... If  that  or  an  on-site  visitation 
had  occurred,  we  feel  we  would  have  been 
approved,”  Dr.  Brauch  said. 

Lutheran  Southern’s  Dr.  Branham 
said:  “If  we  had  thought  our  approval 
was  in  jeopardy,  we  would  have  appeared 
before  the  senate  when  it  voted.” 

Like  others  of  the  seven  schools, 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  in  Ohio  — 
which  has  41  UM  students  —  is  appealing 
the  senate  decision  and  hopes  to  be  on  the 
“approved”  list  by  fall.  Otherwise,  “this 
certainly  will  hurt  us.  About  10  percent  of 
our  students  last  year  were  United 
Methodists.  I  anticipated  15  new  ones 
starting  this  fall.” 

However,  no  seminary’s  status  can  be 
changed  by  fall,  Dr.  Blumer  said.  The 
senate  likely  will  not  act  on  any  appeals 
until  next  June,  although  his  commission 
will  try  to  make  recommendations  on 
appeals  in  time  for  possible  senate  action 
at  a  January  1982  meeting,  he  said. 

Until  last  year,  a  seminary  merely  had 
to  be  academically  accredited  to  be 
approved.  The  1980  General  Conference 


mandated  that  the  University  Senate  add 
a  few  criteria  related  to  specific 
denominational  needs.  The  ones  chosen 
by  the  senate  concerned  freedom  of 
academic  inquiry,  opportunity  for 
growth  in  United  Methodist  history, 
social  principles,  structure  and  doctrine, 
and  racial  and  sexual  inclusiveness  in 
the  student  body  and  faculty. 

Reasons  given  for  rejection 

The  most  common  reason  given 
seminaries  for  not  being  approved, 
according  to  what  they  told  TM/UMR, 
was  that  they  were  weak  in 
“opportunities  for  growth  in  United 
Methodist  tradition."  Failure  to  meet 
inclusiveness  criteria  —  particularly 
regarding  women  —  in  the  faculty  also 
was  mentioned  frequently.  A  third 
problem  that  popped  up  in  some  cases 
was  that  of  seminaries  requiring  their 
faculty  to  confess  loyalty  to  a  specific 
doctrinal  statement  or  face  losing  their 
jobs  when  that  was  judged  by  the  senate 
to  limit  academic  freedom. 

Spokespersons  for  all  the  “not- 
approved”  schools  said  denominations 
have  a  right  and  a  responsibility  to  be 
certain  their  ministerial  students  are 
getting  instruction  that  properly 
prepares  them  for  work  in  their  own 
denomination.  They  challenged  the 
senate’s  findings  about  their  schools, 
however. 

Comments  from  deans  of  seminaries 
that  were  "approved"  tended  to  reflect 
the  attitude  of  Dr.  Gloryanna  Hees, 
director  for  ecclesiastical  instruction  at 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.— which  has  41  UM  students:  “Inter¬ 
denominational  campuses  should  be  used 
to  this  kind  of  thing  (meeting  special 
requests  from  denominations)... We  felt 
fine  about  the  process.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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We  believe  there  is  a  need  for  THE 
BIBLE  IIS  PICTURES  in  every  home. 
Join  with  us  in  this  effort  to  promote 
Christian  Education  through  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  THE  BIBLE  IN  PICTURES. 


This  is  not  just  an  illustrated  Bible,  but  a  Bible  in  moving  pictures 
telling  the  story  of  our  Savior  true  to  the  sacred  text  in  words  children 
love  and  understand.  The  language  is  that  of  King  James  in  captions 
under  each  picture  story.  It  is  divided  into  three  sections.  "The  Story  of 
Jesus.”  "The  Story  of  His  People."  and  "The  Story  of  His  Church." 
Original  sketches  detail  accurately  the  essential  stories  with  a  few 
lines  of  the  explanation  based  on  the  Bible. 


Clip  and  Mail  to 

THE  HARDING  FOUNDATION 
Harding  Building,  Box  130 
Raymondville,  Texas  78580 

Enclosed  is  my _ check money  order  for  the  amount  of 

| _ .  Please  send  me _ English _ Spanish  copies  of 

The  Bible  in  Pictures  at  the  rate  of  $2.25  per  copy  (shipping 
prepaid). 

NAME  _ _ 


ADDRESS 


P.O.  Box  or  Street 


City 


State 


Zip 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JULY  24.1981 


Congregations  three  blocks  apart  can  ’ t  agree  about  structure 

Black,  white  UMs  still  segregated 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

CINCINNATI  —  The  love  -  and  the 
disdain  —  for  one  specific  building  has 
prohibited  black  and  white  United 
Methodists  from  uniting  in  the 
Madisonville  neighborhood  here. 

So  they  continue  to  worship  separately 
in  two  UM  buildings  only  three  blocks 
apart. 

That  merger  negotiations  failed  —  and 
how  they  failed  —  reveals  a  lot  about  the 
state  of  interracial  efforts  in  the  denom¬ 
ination  today,  say  several  United  Method¬ 
ists  here. 

For  example,  the  denomination’s 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
“missional”  priority  made  it  easier  for 
the  congregations  not  to  get  together, 
they  said. 

The  UM  buildings  stand  on  the  main 
street  that  bisects  the  partly- 
deteriorating,  partly-rehabilitating  old 
neighborhood.  The  segregation  of  United 
Methodists  into  two  congregations 
mirrors  the  community  which  has  had 
about  an  even  number  of  blacks  and 
whites  for  the  past  decade.  Most  blacks 
live  on  one  side  of  the  main  street,  most 
whites  on  the  other  side. 

For  a  few  years  during  the  70s  West 
Ohio  Annual  Conference  leaders  prodded 
the  congregations  to  merge.  Some 
reasoned  that  united  efforts  of  an 
integrated  church  might  serve  as  an 
inspiration  for  the  whole  community. 

It  looked  like  an  ideal  situation: 

•  The  black,  400-member  Gaines  UMC 
had  outgrown  its  building  in  the  stable- 
population  neighborhood.  Meanwhile, 
the  white,  300-member  Madisonville 
UMC  was  awash  with  space  in  facilities 
that  served  as  many  as  1,200  members 
during  the  ’50s  before  the  neighborhood 
became  integrated. 

•  To  the  steadily  dwindling 
Madisonville  UMC  membership  with  a 
majority  of  its  members  retired,  Gaines 
UMC  could  bring  the  vitality  of  a 
stronger  mix  of  young  adults,  children 
and  the  momentum  of  growth. 

The  pastor  of  each  church  also  served 
as  the  associate  minister  of  the  other  for 
two  years  in  preparation  for  the  merger. 

Members  of  both  congregations  insist 
that  racism  was  of  minimal  significance 
in  either  church.  Nor  was  economic  class 
a  factor.  The  membership  of  both 
churches  is  predominantly  middle-class. 
The  Madisonville  UMC  building  was  the 
problem,  the  pastors  said. 


Together  only  temporarily,  the  Rev.  Robert  Knell,  left,  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Heath 
stand  with  several  lay  leaders  in  front  of  the  disputed  Madisonville  UMC  building. 
Just  before  Gaines  UMC  moved  into  its  new  building,  it  worshipped  with  Madisonville 
UMC  for  several  weeks.  Both  congregations  were  enthused  about  how  much  they 
enjoyed  being  together. 

Gaines  UMC  was  willing  to  merge,  said 
its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Fred  Heath,  but  only 
if  both  congregations  sold  their  buildings 
and  built  a  new  one  together. 

“A  lot  of  our  people  resented  blacks 
always  moving  into  cast-aside  white 
buildings,”  he  told  TM/UMR.  ‘‘They 
didn’t  want  to  get  involved  with 
Madisonville  UMC’s  building  and  what  it 
symbolized,”  he  said,  referring  to 
previous  years  when  race  relations  were 
worse 

Madisonville  UMC  also  was  willing  to 
merge,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  Knell,  but 
only  in  its  beautiful,  but  aging,  Gothic 
facilities. 

“It’s  unfortunate  but  true  that  our 
people  have  a  commitment  to  that 
building,”  he  said.  “I  know  they  want  to 
be  integrated.” 

Madisonville  UMC,  established  in  1801, 
is  the  oldest  UM  congregation  in 
Cincinnati.  Many  of  the  conference’s 
most  outstanding  ministers  came  out  of 
the  church.  ‘‘It  always  has  been  socially 
conscious  —  particularly  in  racial 
matters  — ”  Mr.  Knell  said.  Gaines’  Mr. 

Heath  added  that  practically  everything 
important  in  Madisonville  has  had 
Madisonville  UMC  involvement. 

Gaines  UMC  also  has  a  rich  tradition. 

It  is  a  sophisticated  black  church  which 
has  attracted  many  of  the  city’s  doctors, 
lawyers  and  teachers.  Mr.  Heath 
explained  that  Gaines  is  not  one  of  the 
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‘‘expressionistic”  black  churches  that 
tend  to  have  the  most  explosive  growth. 
Nonetheless,  the  church  does  have  a 
large  and  spirited  choir  program  which 
could  not  be  accommodated  by  the  tiny 
and  formal  choir  loft  in  Madisonville 
UMC’s  Gothic  sanctuary,  Mr.  Heath 
indicated. 

Integration  in  the  denomination  was 
only  in  vogue  for  a  short  time,  one 
conference  official  told  TM/UMR. 
United  Methodists  got  off  the  integration 
hook  with  the  rise  of  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  priority,  he  said.  With  that 
new  emphasis  came  money  that  helped 
Gaines  UMC  solve  its  crowding  problem 
without  turning  to  Madisonville  UMC. 

The  annual  conference  gave  Gaines 
UMC  $20,000  to  help  build  a  new  $550,000, 
low-slung,  modern  church  about  the 
same  distance  from  Madisonville  UMC 
as  its  outgrown  facilities.  The  Cincinnati 
District  gave  $25,000.  Hyde  Park 
Community  UMC  —  an  affluent,  large 
church  in  a  predominantly  white 
neighborhood  adjacent  to  the 
Madisonville  area  —  gave  $7,000.  The 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  gave  $20,000  to  help  tear  down 
an  old  house  to  make  room  for  a  parking 
lot,  Mr.  Heath  said.  Sale  of  the  old 
building  brought  in  $70,000. 

Not  everyone  applauded  the  new 
building.  Freeman  Morgan,  a 
businessman  and  Hyde  Park  UMC 


British  Methodism  still  declining 


layman  was  one  who  questioned  his 
church’s  helping  support  separation  by 
race.  While  schools  and  most  of  society 
stumble  along  trying  to  deal  with 
integration.  ‘‘The  most  powerful 
institution  isn’t  willing  to  show  that  we 
are  one  in  Christ,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  David  Miller,  associate 
pastor  at  Hyde  Park  UMC,  was 
philosophical  about  the  continued 
separation:  “We  like  to  dream  for  ideals 
to  happen.  Ideally,  it  would  be  nice  to 
have  the  blacks  and  whites  worshipping 
in  a  building  together.”  But  the  trend  is 
the  other  way,  he  said.  “Gaines  UMC 
built  when  building  conditions  were  not 
good  and  has  prospered  in  giving  and  in 
attendance.”  ^,,G 

Mr.  Heath  stressed  that  the  two, 
congregations  have  not  given  up  the  ideal 
of  racial  interaction.  He  pointed  to  a 
symbol  of  that  ideal  in  the  rear  of  the  new 
Gaines  sanctuary  where  the  sun 
illuminated  a  black  hand  and  a  white 
hand  clasping  in  a  colored  glass  window. 

Just  before  Gaines  UMC  moved  into  its 
new  building,  both  congregations 
discovered  how  much  they  really  liked 
being  together,  their  pastors  said.  For 
two  months  between  moving  out  of  the 
old  building  and  getting  into  the  new  one, 
the  black  congregation  merged  all 
programs  and  services  with 
Madisonville  UMC.  The  two  pastors 
alternated  preaching  and  choirs  were 
combined.  “We  had  choirs  all  over,”  Mr. 
Heath  said. 

“We  had  such  a  good  time,"  Mr.  Knell 
said.  “People  were  talking  like,  ‘Gee,  if 
we’d  done  this  earlier,  maybe  things 
would  have  turned  out  different.” 

Mr.  Heath  added,  ‘‘Both  our 
congregations’  attendance  increased 
during  that  time.” 

The  lesson,  both  agreed,  is  that  merger 
considerations  should  not  begin  with 
negotiations  by  leadership  committees  as 
happened  in  Madisonville.  Rather,  a  lot 
of  interaction  events  are  necessary. 

Both  congregations  recently  appointed 
committees  to  work  together  in  trying  to 
outline  long-range  cooperative  efforts, 
including  perhaps  a  joint  “parish 
ministry”  in  which  the  two  churches 
would  act  as  one  body  in  the  community, 
Mr.  Heath  said.  They  also  are 
considering  jointly  hiring  a  youth 
minister  to  operate  one  united  youth 
program  probably  using  both  buildings. 

Meanwhile,  Gaines  UMC  continues  its 
steady  growth.  But  Mr.  Knell 
acknowledged  that  Madisonville  UMC  is 
fighting  for  its  life. 


Having  the  ‘Home' over 

LEWISVILLE,  Texas  - 
Understanding  where  they’re 
coming  from,  Bud  Martin  swaps 
stories  with  residents  of  the 
Methodist  Home  of  Waco,  Texas, 
where  he  was  reared,  also.  The  kids 
built  up  a  lot  more  stories  from  their 
second  summer  visit  to  contractor 
Martin’s  church,  First  UMC  here, 
100  miles  from  Waco.  At  left,  one 
small  resident  holds  his  favorite  new 
story.  Entertainment  included 
fishing,  swimming,  a  picnic, 
overnight  visits  in  church  members’ 
homes  and  worship  services. 

LEWISVILLE  LEADER  PHOTOS 


Black  woman  pastor: 
being  ‘noticeable’  OK 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  As  top  professional 
softball  first  baseman  in  Georgia,  the 
Rev.  Geraldine  Williams  was  a  good 
target  for  throws  by  other  infielders  and 
used  to  stretching  to  make  saves. 

As  the  only  black  woman  minister  in 
the  Florida  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  32-year-old 
minister  finds  that  she  still  is  a  target 
and  that  it  is  a  stretching  experience. 

“Being  black  and  a  woman  in  the 
ministry  has  not  been  a  problem  but  it  is 
a  handicap  because  I  am  so  noticeable,” 


NORWICH,  England  (RNS)  -  The 
British  Methodist  Church’s  Division  of 
Ministries  has  found  “reason  for  both 
assurance  and  alarm”  in  reviewing 
statistics  for  the  past  three  years. 

In  its  triennial  report  to  the  church’s 
annual  conference,  the  agency  said  a 
membership  loss  of  28,826  had  been 
experienced  between  1977  and  1980, 
bringing  the  total  as  of  last  Nov.  1  to 
487,972. 


CLASSIFIED 


ANTI-VIOLENCE  VOLUNTEERS:  National  Coalition 
on  Television  Violence  needs  office  staff  and  monitors 
for  continuing  monitoring  of  television,  both  national 
and  international,  cinema,  violence  in  pornography, 
comic  books,  and  other  media  sources.  Positions  $350 
per  month  stipend  <$225  plus  food  and  lodging)  at  new 
monitoring  office  in  Champaign.  Ill.  NCTV  supported 
in  part  by  UMC.  NCTV.  P.  O  Box  647,  Decatur.  IL 
62521.  <217  i  429-6688 


CLERGY  PHOTO  IDENTIFICATION  CARD  Sealed 
in  plastic  Provides  identification  for  disasters, 
accidents,  hospitals,  etc.  Price  $5.00.  Send  photo 
<  head  shot ).  name,  church  and  address  with  check  or 
money  order  to:  L.  Powell.  P.O.  Box  793.  Bay 
Minette.  AL  36507.  Allow  two  weeks  for  delivery. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  ADULT  CHOIR.  Send 
inquiries  or  resume  to  Casa  Linda  UMC.  1800  Barnes 
Bridge  Road.  Dallas.  TX  75228.  Attention  Ms  L. 
Brochu 


CAMP  SHARE.  August  17-22,  United  Methodist 
Camp  in  beautiful  Colorado  Rockies  18  miles  west  of 
Ft  Collins  The  non-handicapped  and  persons  with 
physical  handicapping  conditions  including  mobility, 
visual  and  hearing  impairments  are  welcome 
Facilities  are  wheelchair  accessible  Minimum  age 
14  with  no  upper  age  limit  Cost  $75.  Request 
application:  Camp  Share,  Box  125.  Ft  Lupton.  CO 
80621.  by  7-31 -81 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  Full-time  to  work  in  Christian 
Education  as  wdl  as  to  share  pastoral  respon¬ 
sibilities  with  senior  pastor  First  UMC,  Turlock  is 
an  exciting,  growing.  800-member  church  in 
Northern  California  Send  resume  before  August  30. 
1981.  to  the  Rev  John  Tincher,  1660  Arbor  Ave  , 
Turlock.  CA  *>380.  <209>  632-2238 
DIRECTOR  OF  Christian  Education  needed 
immediately  at  Tarrytown  UMC.  Austin.  Texas 
Multi-staffed  church  with  1,100  members  offers 
unique  opportunity  fex  ministry  to  children,  youth 
and  adults  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Dr  Calvin  W 
Froehner  Box  5566.  Austin.  TX  78763 


PLANNED  GIVING  DIRECTOR  -  Degree  in 

public  relations,  business,  law  or  closely  related 
field  Five  or  more  years  of  experience  in 
fund  raising  Basic  knowledge  of  the  planned  giving 
field  Good  public  speaker,  sales  management 
personality  Salary:  open  Write  to  Robert  H 
Whitfield.  Executive  Director,  United  Methodist 
Youthville  Inc  Rox  210.  Newton.  KS 671 14 
URBAN  MINISTRIES  position  open.  A  downtown 
church  in  Minneapolis  is  seeking  a  full-time 
community  outreach  worker  to  help  church  and 
community  grow  together  Person  needs  urban 
experience  Salary  and  fringes  Deadline  for 
application  —  Julv  30  Dennis  Alexander,  Weslgy 
UMC.  101  East  Grant  St  .  Minneapolis.  MN  55403. 
POSITION  WANTED  Young  woman  interested  in 
finding  a  position  as  a  counselor  to  children  and 
youth/church  musician  with  choir  directorship  and 
development  of  music  programs  M  A  in 
Rehabilitation  Counseling  with  extensive  church 
music  experience  Church-related  setting  preferred 
Contact:  Melody  S  Simmwman.  ill  Canary  Dr, 
Somerset .  K  Y  42501  <606>  678-4074 


The  number  on  the  Community  Roll  — 
non-members  who  are  “constituents”  of 
Methodist  churches  —  dropped  from 
1,370,515  to  1,359,901  in  the  three-year 
period. 

“Of  our  7,900  local  churches,  5,501  of 
them  made  no  new  members  at  all  in 
1980,”  the  ministries  division  said. 
“Even  more  alarming  is  the  dramatic 
decline  in  the  numbers  both  of  our 
Sunday  schools  and  their  scholars.” 

Sunday  school  membership  of  3,506 
was  a  decline  from  3,635  in  1977. 

On  the  positive  side,  the  report  found 
that  the  combined  morning  and  evening 
attendance  at  worship  on  Sundays  in 
October  last  year  averaged  451,329,  or 
93.2  percent  of  all  members.  The  annual 
baptism  total  rose  from  25,980  in  1977  to 
29,511  last  year. 

At  a  pre-conference  meeting  with 
reporters,  outgoing  Methodist  President 


Kenneth  Greet  asserted  that  the  “tide  is 
turning"  for  British  Christianity  after  a 
long  period  of  decline. 

He  said  Anglicans  and  Baptists  were 
beginning  to  see  a  growth  in  membership 
for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  and  that 
Methodists  were  finding  “a  very  steep 
increase”  in  the  number  of  candidates 
for  the  ministry. 

“There  is  no  doubt  about  a  turn  in  the 
tide  for  British  Christianity  generally,” 
Dr.  Greet  said.  “There  is  an  increase  in 
theological  competence,  and  very  much 
less  negative  slamming  of  the  church  as 
an  institution,  with  recognition  that,  for 
all  its  faults,  we  can  use  it.” 

The  new  president  of  the  denomination 
is  Dr.  John  Newton,  50,  who  in  his 
induction  address,  expounded  a 
Christianity  which  was  both  evangelical 
and  catholic.  He  said  the  two  “belong  to 
one  another,  and  without  each  other, 
neither  will  be  made  perfect.” 


Runners'  relay  helps  rebuild  Red  Bird  school 

SUMNER,  Ill.  —  Relayers  start  the  final  "victory”  lap  in  a  24-hour  marathon  run 
which  youth  at  Sumner  and  Beulah  United  Methodist  Churches  staged  here  recently. 
The  runners  raised  over  $1,400  for  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  whose  school  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  May.  In  24  hours,  some  55  runners,  joggers  and  walkers  covered 
135 Vt  miles.  Each  participant  had  one  or  more  financial  sponsors. 

photo  by  jon  McDonald. 


the  church  today 


Former  UMC  pensions  board 
member,  relatives  killed 
Special  to  TM/UMR 
KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.-J.  Robert  Bolton, 
63,  and  his  wife,  Julia,  of  the  St.  Louis 
suburb  of  Chesterfield  were  among  the 
113  killed  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
here  last  Friday  night. 

Described  as  the  worst  tragedy  in 
Kansas  City  history  by  the  mayor, 
Richard  Berkeley,  the  Boltons— active 
members  of  Green  Trails  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chesterfield— were 
among  the  dead.  Their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  O. Gooch  led  the  congregation  in 


prayers  for  the  Bolton  family  and  other 
families  struck  by  the  tragedy  and 
centered  his  Sunday  sermon  on  the 
disaster. 

Mr.  Bolton,  vice  president  of 
Boatmen’s  National  Bank,  was  a  former 
member  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  and  served  on  its  investment 
committee. 

Mr.  Bolton’s  sister,  who  was  visiting 
from  Colorado,  was  also  killed.  Three 
brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Bolton’s 
were  at  the  hotel;  two  of  them  are 
hospitalized  in  critical  condition, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Diana  Loomis, 
associate  pastor  at  Green  Trails  UMC. 


ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  wanted-  Congregation  2,800 
plus,  program  responsibilities,  counseling,  singles 
ministry,  teaching-preaching  and  administrative 
duties  will  be  worked  out.  Must  have  excellent 
background  in  counseling,  experience  and  training 
Prefer  experience  with  singles'  ministry  Salary 
competitive  Hospitalization  and  other  benefits  Send 
resume  and  photograph  References  required 
Contact:  Rev  Richard  M.  Freeman.  Box  7736,  Waco, 
TX  76710  _ 

WANTED  1  Full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Programming;  2  Part-time  Minister  of  Visitation 
Rader  Memorial  UMC.  205  N  E  87  St  .  Miami.  FL 

33138. _ 

METHODIST  MINISTER  of  50  years  breaking  up 
library  Many  hard-to-get  books  Inquires  invited 
Rev  Eric  King.  Ausable  Forks,  NY  12912  <  518  )  647- 
8147 


Join  Doug  Oldham 

For  a  Week  of  Praise  and  Concerts  on  the 

Latin  American  Caribbean  Experience. 

Planned  for  Christians,  we’re  reserving 
The  Honduran  Sheraton  for  fellowship, 
spiritual  highlights  and  missions  exposure. 
Special  events  are  planned  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Angels,  Siguatepeque,  Mayan  ruins 
of  Copan.  From  New  Orleans  or  Miami, 
total  expense  is  $950. 

FEBRUARY  20-27,  1982 
For  more  information  write: 

Project  Partner  with  Christ 
P.O.  Box*  1054  Middletown,  OH 
45042  (513)  539-8435 


Be  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  copies  to  spread  the  joy  of  His  word 

Cbe  Upper  Room :  Sr*”  /  new  ! 


CbeUpperRoomiSF* 

■  *  •  Spanish  Large 

“ PRAYER  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE "  Prim  / 


Contemporary 

Devotional 


1908  Grand  Avenue  •  P.O,  Bo*  189  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


Christian  TV  guides  in 
overwhelming  demand 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Demand  for 
an  interdenominational  series  of 
curriculum  materials  concerned  with 
television  has  been  so  overwhelming, 
five  of  six  publishers  involved  in  the 
project  have  had  to  put  the  material  back 
on  the  press  for  additional  copies, 
according  to  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  here, 
publisher  of  senior  high  resources  in  the 
program. 

Oakland  landmark  church 
burns  on  Fourth  of  July 

OAKLAND,  Calif.  (UMNS)  -  On  a 
Saturday  afternoon  while  its  newly 
appointed  pastor  was  still  en  route  to  the 
city,  First  United  Methodist  Church  here 
lost  its  building  to  fire. 

Cause  of  the  July  4  blaze  has  not  been 
determined.  The  downtown  landmark 
was  insured  for  more  than  $1  million.  The 
69-year-old  sanctuary’s  walls  were 
standing  but  leaning.  There  was  some 
hope  of  salvaging  the  organ,  believed  to 
be  the  only  Harris  organ  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

The  church  had  been  put  up  for  sale, 
since  its  congregation  had  dwindled  to 
some  470  members. 

However,  they  were  committed  to 
remaining  in  downtown  Oakland,  on  a 
site  not  yet  chosen.  Services  are  being 
conducted  in  nearby  First  Congregational 
Church. 

UM  delegation  chosen  for 
World  Council  of  Churches 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  A  23-member 
United  Methodist  delegation  to  the  Sixth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  has  been  named  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

They  will  represent  the  church  at  the 
assembly  in  Vancouver,  Canada,  July  24- 
Aug.  10,  1983.  Representing  the  nearly 
300  member  churches  will  be  900 


Theme  of  the  Sixth  Assembly  is  “Jesus 
Christ  —  the  Life  of  the  World.” 

United  Methodists  named  as  delegates 
are  Bishops  A.  James  Armstrong, 
Indiana  Area;  James  M.  Ault, 
Pittsburgh  Area;  Ole  E.  Borgen, 
Sweden;  Emilio  deCarvalho,  Angola; 
and  Jack  M.  Tuell,  Los  Angeles  Area. 

Parish  ministers  are  Arthur  J. 
Landwehr,  Evanston,  Ill.;  Barbara  B. 
Troxell,  San  Francisco;  H.  Claude  Young 
Jr.,  Winston-Salem. 

Staff  members  are  Theressa  Hoover, 
Robert  W.  Huston  and  Randolph  Nugent, 
all  of  New  York  City.  Scholars/ecu¬ 
menists  are  Jane  Carey  Peck, 
Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  Roy  I.  Sano, 
Berkeley,  Calif. 

Laity  are  Dollie  Crist,  Tequesta,  Fla.; 
Janice  Love,  Granville,  Ohio;  Carolyn 
Oehler,  Elgin,  Ill.;  Margaret  Sonnenday, 
St.  Louis;  John  Stumbo,  Topeka;  and 
Barbara  R.  Thompson,  Washington,  D.C. 

Youth  include  Liberato  Bautista, 
Philippines;  Howell  O.  Wilkins  Jr., 
Dover,  Del.;  and  Norma  I.  Gonzales,  El 
Paso. 


said  Ms.  Williams,  who  recently  became 
the  pastor  of  Miami’s  Sellers  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church. 

This  is  her  first  pastorate  and  she  joins 
the  Rev.  Anne  Godbolt,  of  the  Florida 
City  United  Methodist  Church,  as  the 
first  women  ministers  in  the  Miami 
district  of  the  denomination. 

“When  I  was  small,  1  thought  only  men 
should  be  ministers,”  recalled  the 
clergywoman  whose  mother  had  a 
master’s  degree  in  religious  education. 
“I  only  knew  one  woman  pastor." 

Ms)  Williams,  who  always  was 
committed  to  the  church  and  was  deeply 
rooted  in  the  Scriptures,  did  not  feel 
called  to  the  ministry  until  she  was  an 
undergraduate  at  Bethune-Cookman 
College.  “By  then,  the  kind  of  community 
activities  and  social  involvement  I  had 
had  changed  my  outlook,”  she  explained. 
“I  had  done  a  lot  of  work  with  drug 
addicts  and  prostitues.” 

The  decision  did  not  come  easy, 
however,  because  “it  was  not  accepted 
by  all.”  But  her  minister,  the  Rev. 
Williams  Ferguson,  and  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Knox,  then  district  superintendent  in  the 
area  and  now  superintendent  for  the 
Miami  District,  “stood  by  me  and  walked 
me  through  the  process.  ” 

At  Sellers  Church  most  of  the  190 
members  are  black.  “From  the  first  day, 
I  have  been  surrounded  with  gratitude, 
appreciation  and  acceptance  for  being 
there,”  said  Ms.  Williams  who  expects 
no  problems  from  white  members  over 
her  race. 

“I  was  born  and  raised  in  a  white 
community,”  she  said.  “I  didn’t  know 
about  white-black  conflicts  until  I 
ventured  out  of  the  community  to  take 
my  undergraduate  work.  I  never  look  at 
folks  as  black  or  white.  I  am  committed 
to  the  ministry  to  the  whole  of  people, 
regardless  of  race.” 

Planning  to  be  married  July  19  to  the 
Rev.  Melvin  Massey,  pastor  of  the 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Myers,  who  will  commute,  Ms.  Williams 
hopes  to  build  a  “community -type 
ministry  for  young  people,  whether  or 
not  they  are  in  the  church.  I  want  to  have 
a  tutoring  and  recreation  program  for 
them.” 


J\  ^  wav  of  Life! 

Lake  Park  RetirementResidence 

IN  THE  TEMPERATE  CLIMATE. 

OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

SPACIOUS  APARTMENTS 
•  COMPREHENSIVE  HEALTH  CARE 
•SECURITY 

Ou R Address r 

1950  Alice  St. 
Oakland.Ca.,  Q461Z 

(415)835-5511 


SKI  THE 
ROCKIES. 

CHURCH  AND  FAMILY 
GROUPS  OF  16  TO  160 
RETREAT  TO  THE  ROCKIES 
FOR  CONFERENCES  AND  FUN 

2,000  ministers  and  group 
leaders  call  Ski  West  every  year  for 
help  in  planning  their  group  ski  trips. 
We  have  over  47  different  trips  to 
choose  from  in  Colorado,  New 
Mexico  and  Utah. 

From  transportation,  lodging, 
meals  and  meeting  rooms,  to 
insurance,  clothing  tips  and  skiing 
advice.  Ski  West  takes  confidence  in 
assuring  the  most  organized,  most 
memorable  trips  possible. 

Breckenriage,  Winter  Park, 
Purgatory.  Keystone  and  Taos  are 
just  a  few  reasons  to  ski  our  way. 
Have  yourigroup  leader  call  JON, 
TONY  or 'DAVE  to  see  how  you  can 
qualify  for  our  low.  low  rates. 

CALL TOLL  FREE  1-800-527-5695 
IN  TEXAS CALL  1-800-442-6074 

(!h 

ski  west 

X GROUP  TOURS 

10300  N.  CENTRAL  EXPRESSWAY 

SUITE  280 

DALLAS.  TEXAS  75231 
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St.  Luke  holds  homecoming 
on  ‘A  Family  in  Faith’ 


Construction  set  for  Angola  chapel 


The  hands  together  and  smiles  spell  agreement  in  the 
building  of  the  Angola  Chapel  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary.  The  Interfaith  Chapel  Committee  met  last 
week  with  the  contractor  Mr.  Woodrow  Wilson,  the 
architect,  Mr.  Vince  Forte,  and  Mr.  Cornelius  Lewis, 
Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  Division  of  Administration 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Bishop  Gerard  Frey  represented 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  and  Dr.  Don  Mabry 
represented  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention. 

The  bid  of  $378,000  offered  by  the  Woodrow  Wilson 
Construction  Company  was  officially  accepted. 


Construction  is  expected  to  begin  within  a  few  weeks. 

During  the  past  two  years  twenty-one  different 
denominations  have  contributed  over  WOO, 000  for  the 
building  of  the  Angola  Chapel.  In  addition  to  funds  for  the 
construction  of  the  chapel,  the  churches  will  pay 
substantial  amounts  to  th^architeets  and  for  furnishing  the 
chapel.  Memorials,  special  gifts,  and  additional  funds 
continue  to  be  needed  to  complete  this  important  project. 
Donations  may  be  sent  to  the  Conference  or  to  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  440  North  Foster,  Suite  106,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  70806. 


^  ^ ^  ^  _  __  

Fire  damages  Haven  UM 


St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church, 
Greenwell  Springs,  held  its  annual 
homecoming  service  on  Sunday,  June  28, 
at  1:30  p.m.  with  the  Rev.  Clarence 
Hillard  delivering  the  sermon,  “A 
Family  in  Faith.” 

Growth,  love  and  guidance  were 
recognized  through  the  outstanding 
participation  of  the  young  adults  of  the 
church. 

The  Young  Adult  Choir  set  the  spiritual 
tone  for  the  services  by  singing,  “Let  it 
Breathe  on  Me,”  "God  Made  Me  What  I 
Am”  and  “I  Have  Decided  to  Make  Jesus 
My  Choice.” 

The  Rev.  Ameal  Ennis,  retired,  read 
the  scripture  for  the  service. 

Young  adult  member  Hazel  Fisher 
gave  the  welcome  to  a  congregation  of 
300,  followed  with  a  reading  by  Connie 
Dean  of  "Homecoming.  ’ ’ 

Kay  Miles  gave  a  reading  of  the  history 
of  the  church,  including  the  names  of  the 
trustees  of  the  first  church  in  1867  and 
also  the  various  pastors  who  have  served 
the  church. 

The  history  also  recounted  the  various 
improvements  of  the  church,  starting 
with  a  rough-hewn  post  covered  with 
palmettos  up  to  the  new  church, 
completed  in  March  of  this  year  and 
dedicated  March  29. 


St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Chapel 


Fire,  water  and  smoke  damaged  the  50-year-old 
Haven  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans 
Sunday,  July  19, 1981. 

Two  women  and  three  children  had  gathered  in 
the  church  for  the  start  of  Sunday  School  when  the 
fire  began  at  9:45  a.m.TFiremen  responded  at 
10:01  a.m.  but  the  fire  reached  three-alarm  status 
at  10:19a.m. 

Wilhelmina  Green,  financial  secretary  for  the 
church,  said  she  saw  smoke  at  the  front  of  the 
church  coming  from  a  closet,  as  she  waited  for 


Sunday  School  to  begin. 

The  Rev.  Russell  Jones,  pastor,  said  the  fire 
spread  through  the  attic  to  the  front  of  the  stucco 
building. 

Jones  said  the  240-member  congregation  will 
hold  services  in  the  parish  house  of  the  church  and 
at  a  member’s  home  until  the  church  is  rebuilt. 

Deputy  Fire  Chief  Thomas  St.  Germain  said  the 
fire  was  brought  un der  control  at  10 : 29  a . m. 

The  church  was  covered  with  $135,000 
insurance. 


Members  of  the  Interfaith  Chapel  Committee 
Vince  Forte  and  Dr.  Don  Mabry. 


are. 


J 

from  left.  Woodrow  Wilson.  Bishop  Gerard  Frey.  Cornelius  Lewis. 


I’m  on  TV.  I  mean,  look,  they  gave  me  a  TV.”  The  Zachary  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  presented  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Calvin  Lapuyade  a  new  color  TV  to  express 
their  appreciation.  Charles  Devall,  chairman  of  the  Pastor  Parish  Relations 
committee,  presented  the  gift  at  the  recent  annual  church  picnic.  And,  by  the  way, 
they  are  not  really  on  TV. 
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YOUR  BEST 
CONNECTION 


Keeps  you  informed 
about  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources. 


Call  toll-free: 

1-800-251*8591 


(TENNESSEE  RESIDENTS  CALL  615-749-6482) 


Abington 
illustrator 
pens  stamp 

Martha  Perske  of  Darien,  Conn., 
illustrator  of  Abingdon  books  “New 
Directions  for  Parents  of  Persons  Who 
Are  Retarded,”  “New  Life  in  the 
Neighborhood,”  and  “Hope  for  the 
Families,”  designed  the  U.S.  postal 
stamp  calling  attention  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Year  of  Disabled  Persons. 
The  stamp  was  issued  on  June  29  in 
Milford,  Mich. 

In  preparation  for  the  stamp  design, 
Perske  conducted  a  series  of  nationwide 
interviews  with  persons  having 
disabilities  and  professionals  who  work 
with  them.  From  these  conversations  she 
arrived  at  the  theme  for  the  stamp 
design,  “Disabled  doesn’t  mean 
Unable.” 

Abingdon  is  the  book  and  multi-media 
publishing  arm  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 


Dillard  U.  looks  forward 
to  exciting  1981-82  year 


An  overview  of  Dillard  University’s 
1981-1982  academic  year  gives  every 
indication  that  it  will  be  an  exciting  one. 
Every  effort  has  been  taken  to  enhance 
existing  courses  and  programs, 
including  the  preparation  of  self-study 
reports  by  various  divisions  and 
departments. 

The  Division  of  Nursing  has  been 
involved  in  the  preparation  of  a  Self- 
Study  Report  during  the  1980-1981 
academic  year  in  preparation  for  its 
continuing  National  League  for  Nursing 
(NLN)  Accreditation.  The  baccalaureate 
nursing  program  will  be  evaluated  by  the 
Board  of  Review  for  Baccalaureate  and 
Higher  Degree  Programs  of  NLN  for 
continuing  accreditation  starting 
October  13.  The  Division  of  Nursing  at 
Dillard  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  nationally  accredited  collegiate 
nursing  program  in  Louisiana. 

The  Nursing  Program  has  been 
approved  for  the  second  year  to 
implement  the  Mental  Health  Gerontol¬ 
ogical  Project.  This  project  is  designed 
to  develop  a  beginning  level  nurse 
specialist  who  is  prepared  to  focus  on  the 
mental  health  needs  of  elderly  black 
persons  residing  in  underserved  inner 
city  areas. 

Among  other  objectives  of  Mental 
Health  Gerontological  Nursing  Project 
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are.  to  increase  the  number  of  black 
graduates  of  baccalaureate  programs 
prepared  to  begin  practice  in  the  field  of 
mental  health  gerontological  nursing; 
formulate  strategies  for  primary 
prevention  in  the  area  of  mental  health 
nursing,  and  provide  a  foundation  for 
graduate  study  in  mental  health  geron¬ 
tological  nursing. 

Ten  students  have  been  selected  by  the 
nursing  faculty  to  participate  during  the 
full  senior  academic  year,  1981-1982, 
completing  at  the  time  of  graduation,  in 
the  project. 

Dillard's  Health  Education  Program, 
instituted  with  seven  students  in  the 
academic  year,  increased  to  thirty 
students  as  of  the  1980-81  academic  year. 

Field  placement  contracts  have  been 


finalized  for  senior  health  education 
majors  with  the  New  Orleans  Health 
Department,  Louisiana  State  Health 
Department,  and  New  Orleans  Health 
Corporation.  Beginning  in  September, 
some  twelve  seniors  should  enter  field 
placements. 

A  new  course,  Health  Education 
Administration  403,  will  be  offered  in  the 
first  semester. 

Students  will  do  volunteer  work  with 
the  Dental  Bureau  at  City  Hall  and 
receive  VIGOR  volunteer  hours. 
Volunteer  work  will  include  health  skits, 
puppet  shows  on  health,  and  distribution 
of  health  pamphlets.  A  Health  Education 
Club  is  in  die  planning  and  should 
become  operational  beginning  the  fall 
semester,  1981-82. 


Dillard  is  proposing  a  comprehensive 
pre-health  professions  program  aimed 
specifically  at  increasing  the  member  erf 
blacks  and  females  entering  and 
successfully  completing  professional 
school  in  the  areas  of  medicine, 
dentistry,  veterinary  medicine, 
optometry,  pharmacy,  and  public  health 
Recruitment  is  aimed  at  high  school 
seniors  interested  in  the  health 
professions.  Trainees  will  be  recruited 
from  high  schools  with  predominantly 
black  enrollments.  Efforts  will  be  made 
to  attract  about  fifty  percent  Males  and 
fifty  percent  females.  The  program  will 
be  conducted  primarily  in  Stem  Hall,  the 
university’s  science  building  which 
houses  the  Division  of  Natural  Sciences 
and  the  Division  of  Nursing. 


Marion  Wood  and  Patrick  Ross  lead  a  communications 
workshop  during  Pastors’  School  at  Centenary  College. 
Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  the  School 
was  attended  by  over  150  pastors. 

VIPs  at  the  July  13-15  Pastors’  School  at  Centenary  are 


(left  to  right)  Dr.  John  Holbert,  professor  of  Old  Testament 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  .  Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr., 
president  of  Wiley  College,  and  the  Rev.  Alan  Einsel, 
dean  of  Pastors’  School. 
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THE  EXITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Efforts  to  reform  UMC’s  national 
mission  board  very  encouraging 


We  consider  the  recent  progress  report 
regarding  efforts  to  ‘•streamline”, 
"decentralize”  and  “make  more 
flexible”  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  very 
encouraging  (see  TM/UMR,  July  17.) 

The  board’s  Research  and 
Development  Committee  is  still 
considering  several  possible  designs  for 
responding  specifically  to  a  mandate  for 
“streamlining”  from  the  UMC’s  1980 
General  Conference. 

The  problems  which  the  Committee  is 
seeking  to  solve  are  not  new.  Such 
complaints  as  "unresponsiveness  to  the 
church’s  membership,”  "inadequate 
internal  and  external  communication,” 
and  a  “preoccupation  with  political 
issues  from  a  left-wing  perspective” 
have  been  raised  repeatedly,  and  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  over  the  past  decade. 

What  is  new,  however,  is  that  the 
board’s  leaders  are  themselves 
grappling  with  these  concerns,  with  an 
apparent  intention  to  do  something  about 
them  by  the  time  of  the  board’s  annual 
meeting  this  fall.  Members  of  the 
Research  and  Development  Committee 
heard  some  straight  talk  from  an  outside 
consultant  who  is  experienced  in  helping 
church  agencies  organize  more 
effectively  to  do  their  work,  including 
suggestions  that:  (1)  more  authority 
needs  to  be  vested  in  the  board’s  chief 
executive  and  less  in  the  board’s  “nearly 
autonomous  divisions”  if  the  board  is  to 
function  effectively;  (2)  any  serving 
mechanism,  once  in  place,  tends  to 
change  its  purpose  from  “serving  a  need 
to  serving  itself;”  and  (3)  it  is 
questionable  whether  any  agency  can 
effectively  reform  itself,  but  if 
responsive  change  does  not  come  from 
inside,  it  will  be  imposed  from  outside. 

It  is  too  early  to  declare  confidently 
that  our  church’s  national  mission  board 
is  undergoing  a  reformation,  but  these 
efforts  of  its  leadership  to  identify  the 
board’s  problems  certainly  represent  an 
encouraging  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Equally  encouraging  is  the  list  of 
elements  the  Research  and  Development 
Committee  has  expressed  a  commitment 
to  include  in  whatever  new  design  it 
proposes  for  the  board,  among  them : 

•  A  simple  structure,  easy  to 
understand  and  explain ; 

•  A  stronger  General  Secretariat; 

•  Improved  communications  both 
inside  the  agency  and  with  the  church-at- 
large; 

•  Stronger  annual  conference 
connections; 

•  Minimal  disruption  to  well- 
established  funding  channels  ;  and 

•  Increased  involvement  by  the 
board’s  Directors. 

Some  of  the  specific  suggestions  which 
surfaced,  and  the  rationale  behind  them, 
offer  still  more  evidence  of  the  board’s 
serious  intent.  One  of  them  would  change 
the  agency’s  name  from  “Board  of 


I  'Believe 

By  LOIS  SHANK  HERTZLER 

I  believe  in  prayer 

but  do  I  still  believe 

when  I  find  the  answer  must  come 

through  me 

rather  than  for  me 

I  believe  in  guidance 
but  do  I  still  believe 
when  I  find  the  plan  must  be 
worked  out  by  me 
rather  than  for  me 

I  believe  in  seeking  God  Almighty 

but  do  I  still  believe 

when  I  find  this  requires  of  me 

a  discipline  of  time,  daily 

help  me  see  the  victory  there  will  be 

as  faith  translates  into  action 
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Global  Ministries"  to  “Board  of  Global 
Missions.”  The  reason?  “We  have  lost  so 
much  trust  and  understanding  at  the 
local  church  and  annual  conference 
levels  by  dropping  the  word  ‘mission’ 
from  the  board’s  name.”  Changing  a 
label  doesn’t  necessarily  change  the 
product,  but  such  a  change  could 
certainly  help  to  recreate  a  sense  of 
positive  identity  as  an  accompaniment 
to  substantive  and  attitudinal  changes  in 
the  board's  operations. 

We  consider  it  crucial  to  the  future 
unity  and  effectiveness  of  our  church’s 
witness  to  the  Christian  faith  that  this 
internal  reformation  of  our  mission 
board  be  completed  successfully.  Most  of 
the  UMC’s  other  general  agencies  have 
already  undergone  significant  internal 
reform,  and  are  carrying  out  their  tasks 
in  a  relatively  responsive,  effective 
manner.  However,  until  similar  changes 
occur  in  the  largest  and  most  visible  of 
our  general  boards  — '  Global  Ministries 
—  it  is  difficult  for  many  of  the  church’s 
members  to  recognize  that  they  have 
occurred  elsewhere. 

Persons  wishing  to  offer 
encouragement  and/or  suggestions  to 
the  board’s  Research  and  Development 
Committee  should  write  to  its  chairman, 
the  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins,  1144  M.  St., 
Lincoln,  Nebraska  68508. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

Upcoming  Bible  study  welcomed,  but 
teaching  quality  it  will  reveal  feared 


JULY  31,1981 


By  DAVID  C.  WHITE 
The  emphasis  upon  Bible  study,  to  be 
led  by  our  bishops,  is  a  most  welcome 
development  in  the  life  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  However,  I  think  we 
are  in  for  a  rather  unpleasant  surprise. 
We  are  very  likely  to  discover  that  most  of 
our  ministers  —  and  even  many  of  our 
bishops  —  are  not  equipped  to  "lead” 
groups  in  Bible  study. 

Please  note  my  emphasis  on  “lead.” 
Lecture  on  the  Bible,  yes.  Expound  on 
the  Bible,  yes.  But  lead  United 
Methodists  into  experiences  of  self¬ 
encounter,  of  self-study  and  self- 
discovery  in  the  Bible,  NO! 

The  reason  for  this  is  no  mystery.  The 
theological  seminaries  of  the  UMC,  and 
others  that  prepare  future  United 
Methodist  ministers  —  whatever  their 
theological  persuasion,  have  done  little 
in  this  area,  except  for  a  few  unusual 
professors.  We  teach  our  future 
ministers  many  facts  about  the  Bible,  but 
we  have  done  almost  nothing  to  equip 
them  with  the  tools  for  involving  people 
in  group  and  individual  study. 

The  implications  for  this  extend 
beyond  the  area  of  the  Bible  into  a  good 
part  of  the  Theological  curriculum  — 
where  content  is  emphasized  with  little 
guidance  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  utilized  to 


enrich  the  life  of  the  church.  Ministers 
should  be  practicing  theologians  in  all 
the  dimensions  of  their  ministry,  but  this 
is  not  what  they  have  been  prepared  for 
and  the  evidences  are  present  in  the 
pulpit  and  other  dimensions  of  the 
pastoral  task. 

The  adage,  “The  medium  is  the 
message,”  surely  needs  to  be  learned  by 
the  seminaries,  because  they  are  filled 
with  teachers  who  have  been  well 
instructed  in  their  subject  matter,  but 
have  not  been  trained  to  teach.  Their 
example  of  pedagogical  mediocrity 
makes  more  of  an  impact  upon  future 
ministers  than  the  content  of  what  they 
say. 

I  would  hope  that  what  we  see  reflected 


in  the  quality  of  the  upcoming 
churchwide  Bible  study  might  lead  to  a 
searching  examination  of  the  quality  of 
teaching  in  our  seminaries.  Out  of  this,  I 
hope  might  come  an  effort  to  introduce 
an  educational  style,  and  teachers 
trained  in  teaching  methodology  and 
philosophy,  appropriate  to  the  task  of 
training  people  for  effective  ministry.  At 
present  kindergarten,  primary  and 
secondary  teachers  are  far  better 
prepared  for  their  task  than  are  most  of 
our  seminary  professors. 

Fortunately  the  Bible  has  a  power  to 
speak  for  itself,  and  so  we  will  not  be 
entirely  subject  to  any  shortcomings  of 
our  ministerial  instructors  during  the 
months  ahead. 


4 Begin  with  Goodbye  ’  TV  series 
secular ,  has  no  place  in  church 


By  DAVE  DAVIS 

Recently  a  series  of  programs  were 
presented  on  public  television  called 
“Begin  with  Goodbye.’’  This 
presentation  was  recommended  viewing 
by  our  church.  Now  I  note  in  the  Reporter 
that  this  series  has  been  purchased  as  a 


P  &  G  ad  policy  comes  ‘too  close  to  censorship’ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  abhorred  your  July  3  editorial 
headlined  “Socially  responsible  TV  ad 
policy  by  Procter  &  Gamble  com¬ 
mended.”  The  ad  policy  of  Procter  & 
Gamble  comes  too  close  for  comfort  to 
censorship,  of  which  I  don’t  feel  the 
United  Methodist  Church  or  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  should  approve. 

At  the  moment,  there  is  almost  no 
realistic  violence  on  American  television. 
There  is  now  less  violence  on  American 
television  than  there  was  10  years  ago. 

A  television  program  can  hardly  portray 
children  fighting  in  the  sandbox  without 
being  branded  as  “violent.”  In  fact,  the 
United  States  has  the  highest  crime  rate 
on  earth,  yet  we  allow  less  violence  on 
our  air  waves  than  any  other  free  nation. 
The  communists,  fascists  and  socialists 
don’t  allow  any  violence  at  all.  It  might 
give  the  populace  “ideas.”. 

Because  of  such  right-wing  radicals, 
such  as  the  Moral  Majority,  television  is 
not  allowed  to  portray  reality  as  it  ac¬ 
tually  is.  Those  shows  which  do,  many  of 
which  are  Emmy  winners  like  M*A*S*H, 
are  condemned  for  “gratuitous  violence, 
sex,  and  profanity.”  These  TV  “decen¬ 
cy”  groups  ignore  the  fact  that  violence 
and  sex  both  occur  in  real  life  and  should 
be  treated  realistically  on  television.  Had 
Shakespeare  lived  today  he  would  have 
been  condemned  for  the  sex  and  violence 
in  his  plays  rather  than  lauded  for  their 
value  as  literature. 

I  believe  Procter  &  Gamble  is  acting 
more  irresponsibly  than  any  corporation 
before,  with  the  exception  of  the  Nestle 
Company  and  its  infant  formula.  With 
their  boycott  of  overly  violent  or  “por¬ 
nographic”  shows,  Procter  &  Gamble  is 
attempting  to  foist  a  fantasy  world  where 
nothing  ever  goes  wrong  on  television. 
They  are  going  against  such  American 
values  as  freedom  of  speech  and  the 
availability  of  quality  entertainment  and 
art  to  the  public.  Should  the  United 
Methodist  Church  go  along  with  such  a 
blatant  approval  of  censorship,  we  will 
cease  to  be  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  become  nothing  more  than  another 
bunch  of  right-wing  book  burners ! 

Terry  Canote 

Huntsville,  Missouri 

How  dare  you  question 

infallible  judgments! 

To  the  Editor: 

Don’t  you  know  that  your  “open 
meetings”  editorial  position  taken  in  the 
July  10  issue  of  TM/UMR  is  not  viable  in 
light  of  Scott  Campbell’s  letter  headlined 
in  the  same  issue? 

The  UMC’s  general  agencies  are  not 
commissioned  by  the  people.  Their  com¬ 
mission  "comes  from  God.”  Ergo,  their 
judgment  is  infallible.  How  dare  you 
suggest  that  their  decisions  should  be 
subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  church’s 
membership! 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

There’s  more  than  one  way 
to  support  ‘human  rights’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  returned  from  being  a 
delegate  to  my  annual  conference  in 
Sacramento,  California.  It  was  a  good 
conference  and,  as  usual,  a  very  busy 
time  with  many  items  of  business  in¬ 
cluding  resolutions  concerning  the 
violation  of  human  rights  in  El  Salvador, 
Formosa,  the  Philippines  and  South 
Korea. 

As  we  in  the  church  look  forward  to  the 
remainder  of  a  new  quadrennium,  I 
believe  it  is  worth  our  while  to  consider 
the  alternatives  available  to  us  in  helping 
others  regain  their  human  rights. 

In  the  past  when  we  have  stopped 
economic  and  military  aid  to  govern¬ 
ments  friendly  to  us,  it  has  often  resulted 
in  the  overthrow  of  that  government. 
Some  examples  are  the  government  of 
President  General  Batista  of  Cuba.  In 
January  of  1959,  we  traded  his  govern¬ 
ment  for  that  of  Fidel  Castro.  Later  we 
traded  the  government  of  South  Vietnam 
for  that  of  North  Vietnam.  Most  recently 
we  traded  the  Shah  of  Iran  for  the 
Ayatollah  Khomeini. 

The  human  rights  violations  continue, 
and  now  a  government  is  in  power  with 


little  or  no  diplomatic  relations  with  our 
government. 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  support  a 
government  friendly  to  us  and  try  to  use 
our  influence  to  better  that  government’s 
human  rights  policies? 

I  offer  this  as  a  suggestion  to  our  con¬ 
ference  and  other  conferences  which 
might  be  dealing  with  the  same  subject. 
Here’s  hoping  for  a  better  tomorrow  for 
everyone.  EdHarvego 

Napa,  California 

Assertion  about  Wesley 

on  abortion  contested 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  to  see  Robert  B. 
Mussmann’s  letter  (Reporter,  July  17) 
referring  to  John  Wesley  as  having  ar¬ 
ticulated  a  “consistent  stand”  opposing 
abortion.  I  have  yet  to  see  anyone  grap¬ 
ple  with  the  implications  of  Wesley’s  ser¬ 
mon  “The  New  Birth,”  in  which  he 
states:  “Before  a  child  is  born  into  the 
world  he  has  eyes,  but  sees  not;  he  has 
ears,  but  does  not  hear  ...  To  that  man¬ 
ner  of  existence  which  he  then  has,  we  do 
not  even  give  the  name  of  life.  It  is  then 
only  when  a  man  is  born,  that  we  say  he 
begins  to  live.” 

Personally,  I  take  offense  at  those  on 
both  sides  who  oversimplify  the  abortion 
issue  and  refuse  to  recognize  that  there 
are  “good  Christian  people”  on  both 
sides  of  it.  I  commend  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  its  statement  in 
the  Social  Principles  which  recognizes 
the  “tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life”  in¬ 
volved  in  the  abortion  issue. 

Robert  Stutes 

White  Oak,  Texas 
Many  don’t  see  full  scope 
of  ‘Right  to  Life’  proposal 

To  the  Editor: 

At  first  I  was  bored  to  see  so  many 
more  letters  on  the  abortion  issue;  then  I 
began  to  consider  them  and  was 
fascinated.  One  writer  assumes  that 
Susannah  Wesley  would  have  chosen  to 
limit  her  family,  had  she  been  given  a 
choice.  Another  assumes  as  fact  a 
debatable  thesis:  that  a  group  of  cells  or 
an  embryo  because  it  has  identifiable 
parts,  is  human.  In  addition,  the  "anti 
choice”  letters  were  written  by  those 
who  have  no  idea  of  what  they  ask  — 
men.  They  ignore  the  thousands  of 
women  who  were  and  are  worn  out  and 
dead  from  having  too  many  children,  and 
the  motherless  children  who  resulted 
from  these  deaths. 

Most  serious  of  all  is  the  ignorance  im¬ 
plied  by  not  recognizing  the  full  scope  of 
proposed  “right  to  life”  legislation.  Life, 
even  though  it  may  be  a  vegetative  state, 
must  be  preserved,  according  to  the 
“right  to  life”  rationale.  And  all  this  in 
the  name  of  Christ! 

To  see  one  you  love  have  multiple 
cerebral  accidents  until  no  awareness, 
either  of  persons  or  environment, 
remain,  slip  into  the  beginning  of  trans¬ 
formed  life  (at  least  I  think  that  is  what 
a  Christian  is  taught),  to  rest  after  90 
years  of  contributing  to  others’  welfare, 
seems  a  good  and  natural  thing.  To  have 
had  hospital  teams  restart  the  heart  of 
this  shell  was  a  horror  to  all  who  loved 
him.  (Was  he  alive?)  I  would  be  in¬ 
terested  to  know  how  any  person  in  such 
a  state  can  be  called  “alive”  in  a  Biblical 
sense. 

If  any  one  does  not  believe  that  the 
“human  life  legislation”  endorsed  by 
“right  to  lifers”  will  increase  this  type 
episode,  let  them  check  publications  of 
the  organization.  Let  them  work  with  the 
aged  and  dying,  and  then  decide  if  they 
can  support  such  a  viewpoint  as  being 
Christian.  Name  withheld  by  request 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Column  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

The  column  by  John  Lovelace 
headlined  “Editor’s  career  is  living  link 
in  UMC  publications’  saga”  in  the  July  10 
issue  is  so  true  and  well  stated.  What 
makes  United  Methodist  leaders  think 
that  we  can  afford  to  be  without  an  open- 
ended,  free,  responsible,  loyal  journalism0 
Why  is  there  a  Board  of  Publication? 
As  an  editor  of  such  a  magazine  (EUB) 
before  it  lost  its  identity  in  Methodism,  I 
rejoice  that  Mr.  Lovelace  wrote  that  item 


and  that  he  is  now  on  your  staff.  Very 
commendably  your  “Reporter”  tries  to 
fill  the  horrendous  gap  and  tries  to  meet 
the  need  in  our  denomination.  It  should 
be  promoted  more  widely  and 
intensively.  Jo8eph  w.  Rrecker 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

A  plea  for  Christian  charity 

To  the  Editor: 

It  breaks  my  heart  to  see  how  many 
Christians  totally  lay  aside  Christian 
charity  when  replying  to  articles  in  the 
TM/UMR  with  which  they  disagree. 

TM/UMR’s  editorial  page  provides  a 
forum  for  people  to  air  their  feelings  and 
beliefs,  but  it  should  not  be  a  place  for  us 
to  put  aside  our  love  for  others  and 


hatefully  to  attack  them.  I  happen 
strongly  to  disagree  with  many  of  the 
views  which  are  expressed,  but  I  do  not 
believe  Christ  calls  us  to  insult  and  hurt 
others,  but  to  turn  the  other  cheek,  when 
we  feel  offended.  Christ  cannot  be  in¬ 
sulted,  so  He  is  not  dependent  on  our 
defense  of  Him. 

Please  Christians,  consider  the 
feelings  of  others,  and  imagine  what 
those  outside  of  the  Body  of  Christ  think 
of  us  as  a  group  when  they  see  us  at¬ 
tacking  one  another  in  print.  “Though  I 
speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of 
angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am 
become  as  a  sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal”  (I  Corinthians  13:1). 

Jennie  L.  Posey 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 


Ms.  Hopkins 


them,  then  they  should  seek  out  a 
minister  of  another  church  either  United 
Methodist  or  from  another 
denomination. 

Christians  also  should  report  suspected 
child  abuse  to  local  authorities.  To  do 
otherwise  is  to  contribute  indirectly  to 
the  continuation  of  the  abuse  itself,  which 
means  torment  or  possibly  even  death 
for  a  hurting  child  or  teenager. 

Suspected  child  abusers  may  be  close 
to  you  —  perhaps  someone  in  your 
Sunday  school  class,  or  a  neighbor,  or 
someone  with  whom  you  work.  To  “turn 
in”  such  a  person  would  not  be  easy.  But 
another  of  our  obligations  as  Christians 
is  to  be  the  keepers  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters.  We  must  be  no  less  for  their 
children. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Child  abuse,  neglect,  and 
Christian  responsibility 

One  of  the  earliest  Sunday  school 
lessons  many  of  us  recall  includes  a 
picture  of  Jesus,  seated  on  a  rock, 
surrounded  by  children. 

I  still  remember  feeling  championed 
when,  as  a  little  girl,  I  heard  how  Jesus 
told  the  grown-ups  to  let  the  children 
come  to  Him.  Now  here  was  somebody 
you  really  could  depend  upon.  He  cared. 

While  I  am  quite  sure  that  Jesus  still 
loves  the  children,  I  have  to  wonder  how 
many  others  do.  Child  abuse  statistics 
have  become  a  grim  nightmare  of 
numbers  that  represent  hurting  children. 

They  include  teen-agers,  too,  with 
“children”  generally  defined  as  anyone 
under  18. 

More  than  2,000  children  die  of  abuse  or 
neglect  in  the  United  States  every  year, 
according  to  a  bulletin  available  from  the 
Headstart  Bureau  in  the  Office  of 
Human  Development  Services. 

Statistically,  that’s  one  every  four  hours. 

Many  students  of  the  subject  believe  a 
million  American  children  a  year  may  be 
abused  or  neglected  —  or  both.  While 
abuse  may  be  defined  as  inflicting  bodily 
or  emotional  harm,  neglect  is  more  an 
act  of  omission  than  commission. 

Neglect  includes  not  taking  care  of  a 
child’s  educational  as  well  as  emotional 
and  physical  needs,  or  not  providing 
adequate  guidance  or  supervision. 

Sexual  abuse  includes  using  a  child  in  or 
exposing  him  to  sexual  activities  with  or 
without  his  consent. 

Materials  passed  out  at  a  child  abuse 
prevention  workshop  last  month 
indicated  that  children  who  are 
exceptionally  intelligent,  or  mentally  or 
physically  handicapped,  or  chronically 
ill  are  the  ones  most  likely  to  be  abused 
by  parents  “who  can’t  handle  a  child  who 
is  ‘different’  ”  (see  TM/UMR,  July  10). 

It  is  gratifying  and  wholly  appropriate 
that  local  churches  and  individual 
Christians  are  becoming  more  involved 
in  efforts  to  protect  children  from  neglect 
and  abuse. 

Christians  have  a  particular  obligation 
to  protect  the  young  ones  as  they  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  One  who  said;  “Let 
the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not 
hinder  them;  for  to  such  belongs  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.” 

Christians  also  have  an  obligation  to 
provide  emotional  support  for  adults  who 
recognize  that  they  are  either  neglecting 
or  abusing  their  children,  and  want  to 
break  the  vicious  cycle.  It  may  be 
difficult,  but  Christians  need  to  love  and 
be  willing  to  forgive  child-abusers,  like 
anyone  else  who  does  wrong.  The 
availability  of  such  assistance  is 
particularly  important  for  those  who  cry 
out  for  help,  as  do  many  child  abusers. 

Parents  Anonymous  is  a  well- 
recognized  and  successful  self-help 
group  of  former  child  abusers  whose 
chapters  often  meet  in  local  churches. 

The  group  has  a  toll-free  number  to  call 
for  the  location  of  local  chapters:  1-800- 
421-0353. 

Parents  wanting  help  can  also  turn  to 
their  local  pastors,  either  directly  or  by 
requesting  his  or  her  referral  to  a 
qualified  counselor.  If  parents  don’t  feel 
they  can  talk  with  a  minister  who  knows 


church  resource.  This  disturbs  me  very 
much  for  the  following  reasons : 

First,  I  watched  the  first  program  and 
not  once  was  Jesus  Christ  mentioned. 

Second,  the  program  was  very  basic  in 
its  orientation  toward  feelings  that 
people  have  when  facing  or  experiencing 
a  loss,  separation,  or  grief  without 
relating  this  to  God  and  God’s  plan  for  us 
under  these  circumstances. 

Third,  the  entire  program  could  have 
come  straight  from  the  mouth  of  any 
atheist  or  non-Christian  psychologist  or 
psychiatrist,  word  for  word. 

If  a  program  cannot  be  tied  directly  to 
the  Word,  then  in  my  opinion,  it  has  no 
value  and  no  place  in  the  church.  I  feel  it 
was  strictly  a  secular  program  and  have 
difficulty  believing  it  could  have  been 
sponsored  by  our  church,  or  any  church 
for  that  matter. 

Another  such  program  was  presented 
in  our  church  in  1980  by  a  secular 
organization  which  refused  to  take  a 
moral  stand.  This  program  was  “Human 
Sexuality”  and  received  much  acclaim. 
An  indication  of  the  secularism  in  its 
approach  is  demonstrated  by  the  answer 
to  a  question  asked  by  one  of  our  youth. 

The  question  was,  “At  what  age  is  it 
OK  to  have  sex?” 

The  answer  was,  "It  depends  on  the 
individual.” 

Nothing  was  said  by  the  people 
conducting  this  program  about  the 
Lord’s  Word  on  this  subject.  In  addition, 
there  was  obscenity  and  nudity  in  the 
film  shown. 

Nothing  should  be  allowed  in  our 
church  that  cannot  be  grounded  in  the 
Ten  Commandments. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is-  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributors  are:  Dr. 
David  C.  White,  dean  of  the  Seminario 
Metodista  in  Mexico  City,  and  a 
ministerial  member  on  special 
appointment  of  the  UMC’s  Tennessee 
Annual  Conference;  and  Dave  Davis, 
a  member  of  the  St.  Paul's  UMC  in  El 
Paso,  Texas  (New  Mexico  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to: 
“Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


YOU 
WILL 
WANT 
TO  SEE 


“BORN  to 
GIVE’ 


“BORN  TO  GIVE"  Is  the 
title  of  one  of  the  most 
exciting  films  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has 
made  in  a  long  time.  The 
new  color,  motion  picture  pre¬ 
sents  the  Advance,  United  Me¬ 
thodism's  outreach  through  se¬ 
cond  mile  giving  to  mission  and 
relief  rehabilitation.  “BORN  TO 
GIVE”  weaves  a  story  around  a 

Available  after  August  1 
from  your  annual  conference 
resource  center  (Him  library) 
or  lor  $15  rental  from: 


child  and  her  grandfather, 
their  church  and  its  mission 
fair,  and  Advance  projects- 
especially  a  church-related 
community  center  that 
helps  people  in  many  dramatic 
(and  not-so-dramatlc)  ways.  Your 
life  will  be  enriched  by  the  real 
people  you  will  meet.  You  and 
your  church  won't  want  to  miss 
“BORN  TO  GIVE.” 

United  Methodist 
Film  Service 
810 12th  Ave..  So. 

Nashville,  TN  37203 
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SHEFFIELD,  England — They  don't  sing  the  same  tune,  reports  an  observer  from  the 
international  consultation  here  on  “The  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the 
Church.”  Speaking  —  as  well  as  singing  —  for  the  consultation  were,  left,  the  Rev. 
Phillip  Potter,  general  secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  right, 
Robert  A.  K.  Runcie,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  tm/umr  photo  by  beverly  boche 


God’s  ‘masculine  image’ 
deters  gender  equality 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  A  three-year, 
world-wide  study  by  Christian  groups  of 
the  “Community  of  Women  and  Men  in 
the  Church”  sponsored  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  brought  religious 
leaders  to  Sheffield  in  Great  Britain  July 
10-19  to  share  their  findings.  The 
following  report  is  the  first  of  several  on 
the  consultation. 

By  BEVERLY  BOCHE 
Special  to  TM/UMR 
SHEFFIELD,  England— Patriarchy  is 
the  system  which  has  prevented  the 
development  of  a  community  of  women 
and  men  working  as  equals  in  the  church, 
according  to  a  husband  and  wife  team  of 
German  theologians. 

Elisabeth  Moltmann,  speaking  to  the 

•  International  Consultation  on  the  Com- 
'  munity  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church 

here  said,  “God  is  conceived  mainly  in 

•  masculine  terms:  male  leadership  roles 
'  are  used  to  describe  what  God  does  —  He 

reigns,  judges,  governs. 

“What  God  is,”  she  told  the  nearly  200 
participants,  “corresponds  to  what  men 
would  like  to  be  —  judge,  king,  ruler,  ar¬ 
my  commander.” 

In  this  masculine  image  of  God,  Dr. 

!  Moltmann  contends  women’s  experi¬ 
ences  of  Jesus  have  been  lost.  She 
referred  to  experiencing  Jesus  as  “a 
friend  who  shares  their  life,  who  offers 
them  warmth  and  intimacy,  tenderness 
in  their  loneliness  and  powerlessness.” 

Through  the  social  upheavels  of  the 
past  15  years  many  groups  besides 
women,  she  contends,  have  learned  that 

•  God,  as  understood  by  many  persons,  is 
on  the  side  of  patriarchy. 

She  adds,  however,  that  patriarchy  is 
not  to  be  blamed  on  men  but  is  rather  a 
cultural  form  thousands  of  years  old 

To  public  debate 


which  has  also  been  responsible  for 
cultural  and  economic  achievements. 

Only  in  the  last  two  centuries,  Dr.  Molt¬ 
mann  pointed  out,  has  patriarchy 
“produced  disastrous  alliances  with 
colonialism  and  racism,  capitalism  and 
sexism,”  which  have  been  in  turn  supported, 
justified  and  even  been  provided  with  a 
religious  halo  by  a  patriarchal  Chris¬ 
tianity.” 

“What  do  women  want?”  the  feminist 
theologian  asks.  Then  she  answers, 
“What  women  want  is  a  new  community 
in  which  those  in  power  begin  to  listen  to 
those  without  power.  ’ ' 

Her  husband,  also  speaking  to  the  topic 
of  a  new  community  of  women  and  men 
in  the  church,  concurred  with  her 
assessment  of  patriarchal  Christianity. 
He  reminded  his  audience  that  the 
system  of  male  domination  was  not  in¬ 
troduced  by  Christianity,  adding, 
“Christianity  proved  incapable  of  suc¬ 
cessfully  opposing  this  system  .  .  .  This 
crippled  the  liberating  potential  of 
Christianity.” 

Prof.  Moltmann  emphasized  that  op¬ 
pression  demeans  both  sides.  That  is,  the 
oppressed  person  is  robbed  of  humanity 
while  the  oppressor  becomes  an  inhuman 
monster.  “Both,”  he  said  suffer 
alienation  from  their  true  nature  with  the 
sole  difference  that  the  one  suffers  in 
consequence  whereas  the  other  appears 
fine.” 

If  God  is  defined  only  by  the  function  of 
ruler  and  proprietor  of  the  world,  He 
remains  unknown,  the  theologian 
argued.  “A  God  who  is  no  more  than  ‘the 
Almighty’  is  not  a  God  but  a  monster.  Any 
man  who  emulates  this  God  becomes  a 
hopeless  beast;  he  is  no  more  than  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  will  to  power.” 


Editor  challenges  Falwell 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  Texas  Methodist/ 
United  Methodist  Reporter's  editor  sent 
a  letter  last  week  challenging  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  leader  of  the 
“Moral  Majority,”  to  a  public  debate. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  said 
his  immediate  reason  for  issuing  the 
challenge  came  as  he  "pondered  and 
prayed”  about  the  responses  he  had 
received  to  his  recent  editorial  objections 
concerning  the  “grossly  unfair  and 
inappropriate  public  reaction  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Falwell  to  President  Reagan’s 
nomination  of  Judge  Sandra  O’Connor  to 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

“I  am  hereby  responding  to  what  I 
understand  to  be  a  call  from  God,”  Mr. 
Dunnam  wrote  in  issuing  the  challenge. 
He  suggested  that  the  debate  focus  on  the 
issues  of  abortion  and  the  appropriate 
role  of  Christian  religious  leaders  in  the 
appointment  of  governmental  officials. 

However,  a  “deeper  motive”  for  the 
.  challenge  stems  from  the  editor’s 
conviction  that  “the  Moral  Majority  has 
come  to  epitomize  a  type  of  political 
.  activity  draped  in  religious  terminology 
.  which  I  consider  fundamentally  at  odds 
:  in  many  respects  with  the  gospel  of  our 
;  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  believes  it  is 
“sinfully  arrogant”  for  Mr.  Falwell  to 
create  and  lead  an  organization  which 
implies  by  its  banner  that  those 
Christians  holding  differing  views  are 
part  of  an  “immoral  minority.” 

“I  am  but  one  of  what  I  believe  are 
millions  of  God-fearing,  Bible-believing 
Christians  who  share  your  concern” 
about  the  increase  of  moral  decadence  in 
our  society  but  who  do  not  concur  with 
“your  simplistic  definitions  of  either  its 
causes  or  remedies,”  Mr.  Dunnam  wrote. 

The  editor  said  he  believes  the  general 
public  might  be  helped  by  the  proposed 
debate  to  recognize  that  “not  all 
Christians  are  narrow-minded,  unthink¬ 


ing,  Bible-thumpers  who  spout  anti-ERA, 
anti-abortion,  and  anti-'humanism’  slo¬ 
gans,  while  ignoring  those  aspects  of 
the  biblical  message  which  do  not  sup¬ 
port  ‘New  Right’  political  ideology.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  does  not  consider 
himself  “necessarily  to  ‘  be  the  most 
worthy  person  to  represent  the  outlook  of 
‘mainline  Christianity,’  but  I  see  no  one 
else  answering  the  call  to  do  so.”  And  the 
editor  emphasized  that  he  is  initiating 
the  debate  challenge  as  an  individual 
Christian  since  “no  individual  can  speak 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church  or  its 
members." 

The  challenge  letter  proposes  that  the 
debate  be  held  in  a  church  in  order  “to 
remind  ourselves,  and  others,  of  who  we 
are  and  Whose  Will  we  seek  to  reflect,” 
and  to  reduce  the  likelihood  of  the  en¬ 
counter  degenerating  into  a  farce. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  hoped  the  debate 
might  occur  within  the  next  four  to  six 
weeks  while  the  issues  are  "especially 
timely.”  He  added  that  decisions 
regarding  format,  time  and  location 
would  be  made  by  “mutual  agreement” 
if  Mr.  Falwell  accepts  the  challenge. 

At  TM/UMR  press  time  no  response 
had  been  received  to  the  letter.  Queried 
by  a  public  newspaper  repprter  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Mr.  Falwell  said  he  wants  “to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  he  (Mr.  Dunnam)  is  quali¬ 
fied  to  represent  any  viable  segment  of 
Christendom,”  before  responding. 

The  newspapers  headed  by  Mr. 
Dunnam,  who  is  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister,  have  weekly 
circulations  totalling  nearly  550,000.  The 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter  has  a  national  circulation  of 
approximately  520,000.  The  interdenom¬ 
inational  National  Christian  Reporter, 
which  was  launched  in  March  of  this 
year,  currently  has  a  circulation 
approaching  25,000  among  members  of 
eight  different  denominations. 


EXECUTIVE  POSITION 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  is  seeking  an  Associate 
General  Secretary  to  work  with  the  General  Secretary  and  other  staff  in  collegial  style  to 
achieve  the  goals  set  by  the  ten  participating  denominations  through  the  Consultation. 
This  is  a  continuing  effort  of  churches  with  differing  traditions  and  policies  to  form  one 
church  truly  catholic,  truly  evangelical  and  truly  reformed. 

The  Associate  General  Secretary  will  join  in  developing  and  maintaining  communi¬ 
cation  links  with  participating  churches:  in  providing  staff  services  to  committees, 
commissions  and  task  forces;  in  assisting  in  planning  and  serving  the  Executive 
Committee  and  the  plenary  meetings;  in  interpreting  through  speaking  and  writing  the 
goals  of  the  Consultation;  and  in  sharing  the  administrative  workload  of  the  secretariat. 
The  Executive  Committee  prefers  a  person  with  theological  competence  but  does  not 
require  ordination.  The  salary  range  is  $25,000  to  $28,000  including  housing.  The  offices  of 
the  Consultation  are  in  Princeton.  N.J. 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to  send  resume  or  dossier  to  Search  Committee. 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  228  Alexander  St..  Princeton.  N.J.  08540.  not  later  than 
Sept.  30. 1981.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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World  Methodists  search  for  unity 

Differences  based  on  beliefs  still  a  problem 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

HONOLULU  -  More  than  3,000 
delegates  from  63  church  bodies  in  the 
Methodist  tradition  in  90  countries  were 
told  here  last  week  that  their  quest  for 
unity  still  faces  divisions  because  of  dif¬ 
fering  political,  economic,  historical  and 
theological  experiences. 

The  delegates  were  attending  the  14th 
World  Methodist  Conference  and 
celebrating  the  centennial  year  of  the 
first  such  gathering.  Meeting  under  the 
overall  theme  of  “Gathered  Into  One,” 
the  participants  were  told  by  speakers 
and  conference  officials  that  they  were 
still  challenged  by  a  divided  world,  in 
which  the  understanding  and  application 
of  the  Christian  faith  remains  to  be 
unified  —  even  in  the  Methodist  tradition. 

The  point  was  driven  home  by 
Professor  James  H.  Cone  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Union 
Theological  Seminary.  He  told  the  group, 
“Although  all  Christians  believe  that  God 
has  imparted  definitive  and  final 
salvation  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ, 
they  do  not  all  explicate  the  meaning  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  same  way.  As  Jesus  is 
the  source  of  divisions  in  the  Christian 
church,  he  is  also  the  source  of  its  search 
for  unity.” 

Regarding  Methodists  in  particular 
Dr.  Cone  said,  “Since  we  have  become 
Methodist  from  separate  historical  paths 
and  affirm  our  faith  in  different  con¬ 
temporary  situations,  we  should  not 
assume  that  our  faith  is  identical  merely 
because  we  make  reference  to  John 
Wesley  and  thus  share  similar  doctrinal 
affirmations.” 

In  an  earlier  address  Leticia  B. 
Shahani,  a  United  Nations  official  for 
social  development  and  humanitarian  af¬ 
fairs  in  Vienna,  Austria,  told  the  con¬ 
ference,  “The  threat  to  peace,  my 
friends,  does  not  arise  solely  from  the 
armaments  race.  Another,  and  far 
greater  danger,  lurks  in  the  form  of 
underdevelopment  that  affects  so  many 
people  in  Third  World  countries. 

"Differences  in  levels  of  living,”  she 
said,  “serve  to  divide  the  peoples  of  the 
world  from  one  another  far  more  ef¬ 
fectively  than  such  traditional  dif¬ 
ferences  as  national  origin,  language  or 
culture.” 

In  the  opening  session  of  the  con¬ 
ference  the  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  Greet  of 
London  said,  “Down  the  long  centuries 
the  sinful  divisions  in  the  human  family 
have  caused  wounds  from  which  the  red 
blood  of  hope  has  seeped  into  the  arid 
sands  of  despair. 

“The  issue  now  is  stark  and  clear,”  he 
added  “We  learn  to  live  together  or  we 
die.  Unity  is  not  a  mere  visionary’s 
dream,  it  is  a  dire  necessity.” 

Dr.  Greet  is  the  chairman  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  Executive  Committee 
and  the  immediate  past  president  of  the 
British  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  told  the 
500  members,  “The  greatest  danger  to 
the  church  today  is  not  the  angry  voices 
of  defiance  and  demonstration,  but  the 
cool  shrug  of  indifference.  ” 

“If  our  search  for  unity  in  faith  ignores 
broken,  human  bodies  in  the  world,  then 
the  search  is  not  the  work  of  the  one 
whose  own  body  was  broken  on  the 
cross,”  said  Dr.  Cone. 

“We  may  gather  in  the  same  place, 
and  we  may  use  the  same  words  in  our 
prayers,  songs  and  sermons,”  he  said, 


FORT  WORTH  —  Now  more  than  ever, 
“strike”  is  a  bad  word  for  baseball  fans 
with  no  games  to  fill  the  summer  months 
because  of  major  league  walk-outs. 

However,  two  United  Methodist 
ministers  and  a  layman  at  First  UMC 
here  have  found  an  innovative, 
educational  substitute  —  “Bible 
Baseball.”  The  new  board  game  is 
played  much  the  same  way  regular 
baseball  is  —  with  singles,  doubles  and 
triples  and  home  runs.  The  difference  is 
that  players  can  only  advance  around  the 
bases  by  knowing  the  correct  answers  to 
questions  about  Bible  facts. 

The  game  was  invented  last  October 
when  layman  Bob  Bergin  brought  the 
idea  to  senior  minister  the  Rev.  Barry 
Bailey  and  the  Rev.  Mike  McKee, 
associate.  “We  thought  it  would  be  fun 
and  that  people  would  learn  some 
biblical  history  in  the  meantime,”  Mr. 
Bergin  said.  He  and  the  pastors  worked 


“But  unless  we  struggle  together  in  the 
building  of  a  new  society,  a  new  world, 
then  we  are  indeed  worshipping  different 
Christs.” 

“How  can  we  read  the  Bible  honestly 
and  not  conclude  that  the  Jesus  of  the 
Bible  stands  with  the  poor  and  against 
the  rich,  with  the  weak  and  against  the 
strong,  with  the  exploited  and  against  the 
oppressors?”  Dr.  Cone  asked  of  the 
conference  participants. 

"The  poverty  line  that  separates  the 
‘have-not’  nations  of  the  South  from  the 
‘haves’  of  the  North  is  the  fault  line  that 
threatens  the  stability  of  the  world  or¬ 
der,”  said  Ms.  Shahani.  “It  is  this  line  — 
more  than  any  other  —  which  divides  the 

Group  rejects  label 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

GROVE  CITY,  Pa.  —  Flashing  a  “new 
directions”  image  announced  last 
winter,  the  “Good  News”  caucus  last 
week  bore  little  resemblance  to  the  right- 
wing  fundamentalist  group  it  sometimes 
has  been  labeled. 

There  on  the  platform  one  evening  of 
the  “evangelical”  organization’s 
national  convocation,  for  instance,  was 
Anthony  Campolo,  professor  of  sociology 
at  Eastern  College  in  Philadelphia, 
complaining  about  the  Reagan 
administration’s  budget  shifts  from 
social  to  military  programs. 

“Don’t  get  me  wrong,”  he  said.  “Rea¬ 
gan  represents  what  we  Americans  want 
.  .  .  And  we  care  more  about  how  much 
overkill  we  have  than  about  the  poor.” 

Resounding  “Amens”  rose  from  the 
audience  of  some  800  core  constituents  of 
the  unofficial  “evangelical”  caucus 
which  has  the  stated  goal  of  bringing 
spiritual  renewal  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  Campolo  represented  a  lot  that  one 
would  expect  the  “Good  News”  group  to 
appreciate.  He  upbraided  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  its  deadness  of 
spirit  and  lack  of  evangelism;  he 
condemned  the  rock  music  culture  as  the 
single  most  destructive  force  at  work 
among  young  people;  he  delivered  a 
litany  of  denunciations  against  personal 
vices  traditionally  denounced  at  such 
gatherings. 

And  then  in  rapid  succession  he 
declared:  “I  must  be  opposed  to  racism, 
not  because  of  a  social  gospel,  but 
because  it  is  ...  ” 

“Sin!”  the  audience  responded 
spontaneously. 

“I  must  be  opposed  to  economic 
injustice,”  he  continued,  “not  because 
I’m  a  social  reformer  or  some  kind  of 
pinko,  but  because  it  is  ...  ” 

“Sin!"  the  Good  News  constituents 
shouted  even  louder. 

Dr.  Campolo  quickly  told  of  witnessing 
massive  hunger  in  Haiti  and  the 
Dominican  Republic  where  he  said 
people  are  starving  because  multi¬ 
national  corporations  are  using  the  land 
—  that  should  be  growing  the  islanders’ 
food  —  to  raise  sugar  and  coffee  for 
Americans.  “That’s  sin!  When  you  have 
your  coffee  and  doughnuts  in  the 
morning,  think  about  that,”  he  said, 
encouraging  the  listeners  to  look  beneath 
the  surface  to  see  the  sinfulness  of  their 


to  develop  the  game  for  its  debut  two 
weeks  ago.  Mr.  Bergin  is  vice  president 
in  charge  of  sales  at  Rhythm  Band  Inc. 
(RBI),  a  local  company  which  manufac¬ 
tures  and  distributes  the  game. 

To  play  “Bible  Baseball,”  players  first 
choose  teams  and  determine  the  batting 
order.  Before  the  first  question  is 
pitched,  each  player  selects  whether  to  go 
for  a  single,  double,  triple  or  home  run. 
The  more  bases  the  player  wants  to  try 
for  the  more  difficult  the  question.  There 
are  nine  innings,  but  unlike  regular 
baseball  there  are  no  fouls,  balls  or 
walks.  There  are  even  two  leagues  for 
players  —  Old  and  New  Testament. 

Mr.  McKee  said  the  game  is  “great  for 
Sunday  school  classes.  People  of  all  ages 
can  play,  and  it  is  a  challenge  —  even  for 
pastors,"  he  said,  adding  that  he  recently 
won  by  only  a  narrow  margin  during  a 
game  with  a  sharp  lay  member. 

About  10,000  games  were  produced 
during  the  first  run,  and  are  being  sold  by 
Christian  bookstores  across  the  country, 
including  Cokesbury  stores  for  $12.95. 


world  into  two  separate  and  often  times 
irreconciled  blocs. 

“The  conscience  of  the  world  com¬ 
munity  would  do  well  to  heed  the  call  of 
its  less  advantaged,”  she  said. 

Dr.  Cone  told  his  audience  that  the 
white  Methodists  of  North  America  and 
Europe  are  advantaged,  “because  they 
share  in  the  economic  resources  that 
their  countries  obtained  from  poor  coun¬ 
tries  through  slavery,  colonization,  and 
unjust  trade  agreements. 

“The  enormous  economic  difference 
between  Methodists  in  the  First  and 
Third  Worlds  requires  that  we  ask 
whether  that  difference  in  material  con¬ 
dition  implies  also  a  difference  in  the 
nature  of  our  faith,"  he  added. 


own  materialistic  lifestyles  and  of 
corporate  greed. 

“I  don’t  hear  so  many  ‘Amens’  to 
that,”  he  said.  “Boy,  you  were  really 
getting  into  it  when  I  was  hitting  rock 
music.”  Laughter  and  more  ‘amens’ 
emanated  from  the  audience. 

The  Good  News  constituents  grew 
especially  enthusiastic  when  Dr. 
Campolo  told  of  the  shame  he  felt  for  his 
country  when  the  United  States  cast  the 
sole  vote  against  the  World  Health 
Organization’s  marketing  code  for  infant 
formula.  And  hearty  sounds  of 
agreement  greeted  his  condemnation  of 
corporate  advertising  that  has  enslaved 
Americans  in  the  race  “to  buy  more  of 
what  we  don’t  need. 

“John  Wesley  knew  the  moment 
Methodists  got  into  the  middle  class 
they’d  forget  the  God  he  taught.  You  say 
I’m  acting  like  a  rich  man  can’t  go  to 
heaven?”  Dr.  Campolo,  a  white  layman 
of  a  black  Baptist  church,  paused.  “Well, 
I'm  not  the  guy  who  said  that.  ’’ 

In  a  final  rush  of  statements,  Dr. 
Campolo  summarily  dismissed  the 
Moral  Majority  political-religious 
movement  for  its  lack  of  understanding 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  advanced 
by  Christians  who  try  “to  win  with 
power”  but  by  Christians  practicing 
sacrificial  love  and  obedience.  “Ever 
since  Constantine,  when  the  church  gets 
political  power,  it  loses.” 

At  the  end,  the  “Good  News” 
constituents  erupted  into  a  standing 
ovation.  An  older  man  turned  to  a 
stranger:  “You  know,  I’m  a  real  right¬ 
winger,  but  I  agree  with  everything  he 
said.”  That  sentiment  was  expressed  by 
many  as  they  walked  back  across  the 
Grove  City  College  campus  to 
dormitories  that  night. 

But  others  were  like  the  Rev.  Randy 
Jones,  one  of  four  blacks  on  the  40- 
member  Good  News  board  of  directors: 
“I’m  exactly  where  Campolo  is.  I’m  a 
new  leftist  ...  A  lot  of  people  outside 
Good  News  think  like  I  did  when  I  was 
asked  to  join  the  board  three  years  ago:  I 
thought  Good  News  was  a  bunch  of  John 
Birchers.  They’re  not.  Oh,  I’m  sure  a  few 
are  out  there,  but  the  image  of  Good  News 
as  a  right-wing  organization  is  all  wrong.” 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  told  Good  News  he 
would  come  on  the  board  only  if  it  was 
interested  in  wedding  evangelism  with 
social  action.  The  evangelicals  will  be 
the  ones  to  truly  bring  about  social 
change,  partly  because  that  is  what  most 
black  Christians  are,  said  the  United 
Methodist  store-front  preacher  in 
Philadelphia  where  his  social  activism 
has  garnered  considerable  local  publici¬ 
ty.  “I’m  surprised  how  many  on  the  board 
are  really  committed  to  social  action.” 

How  many  within  the  Good  News 
constituency  also  are  committed 
remains  to  be  seen.  But  leaders  have 
designed  what  may  shape  up  as 
something  of  a  test  next  year  when  there 
will  be  two  national  convocations  —  one 
in  Abilene,  Tex.,  and  one  in  an  inner-city, 
black  UM  church  in  Philadelphia. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Walker  of  Dallas, 
who  is  the  Good  News  chairman,  said: 
“That  convocation  will  be  different. 
We’ll  be  building  relationships  across 
cultural,  economic  and  racial  barriers. 
Some  people  will  be  staying  with 
members  of  that  church.  It  will  introduce 
many  people  to  what  being  a  Christian  in 


Dr.  Cone  said  European  and  North 
American  Christians  minimize  the  im¬ 
pact  of  their  economic  status  by  saying 
that  the  gospel  is  for  everyone,  the  rich 
and  the  poor  alike. 

“Poor  Christians  of  the  Third  World 
who  are  struggling  for  liberation  and 
those  who  struggle  with  them  will  not  ac¬ 
cept  the  European  Jesus  and  his 
neutrality  in  their  struggle  for  freedom,” 
he  said.  “They  will  insist  that  Christ  is 
African,  Black,  Asian  and  a  host  of  other 
colors  that  are  not  found  in  the 
christological  creeds  of  western 
Christianity.” 

The  worldwide  gathering  of  Methodists 
occurs  once  each  five  years.  The  first 
meeting  was  in  London  in  1881. 


that  local  setting  means  —  the  struggles 
and  the  joys.” 

Good  News  —  primarily  white, 
midwestern  and  non-urban  in  origin  — 
increasingly  has  had  black  participation 
at  its  meetings  with  two  to  four  dozen 
black  adults  and  children  participating 
in  the  last  few  convocations.  Their 
presence  was  accentuated  by  a 
disproportionate  number  of  blacks  on  the 
stage  throughout  the  week,  although 
none  were  major  speakers.  An  abysmal 
turnout  for  workshops  on  the  UMC’s 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  missional 
priority,  however,  was  a  countersign  to 
increased  cross-cultural  interest  among 
Good  News  constituents. 

The  Rev.  James  Heidinger  II,  the  new 
Good  News  executive  director,  said  his 
organization  doesn't  have  a  formal  plan 
for  enlisting  black  United  Methodists  in 
its  cause,  “but  we  know  that  we  share  a 
lot  in-common  with  them.” 

In  <tfie  final  session,  Mr.  Walker  said 
“Those  who  use  the  ‘right-wing’  phrase 
against  us”  don’t  understand  the 
pluralism  among  evangelicals  and  avoid 
the  true  issue  which  is  evangelism. 

Throughout  the  convocation  which  had 
as  its  theme  the  rediscovery  of  Wesleyan 
roots,  speaker  after  speaker  emphasized 
the  priority  of  John  Wesley  in  bringing 
the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  poor 
and  socially  outcast. 


Hotel  victims 
memorialized 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  In  the  af- 
termaftr  of  what  many  have  termed  the 
“worst  disaster  in  the  history  of  the 
city,”  Missouri  Area  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy 
and  Kansas  Area  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
asked  United  Methodists  last  weekend  to 
recognize  July  26  as  a  day  of  memorial 
for  the  111  persons  killed  in  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  disaster  on  July  17. 

A  list  compiled  by  the  Kansas  East  and 
Missouri  West  Annual  Conferences  in¬ 
dicated  that  13  United  Methodists  were 
among  those  killed  after  two  catwalks 
collapsed  during  a  dance  contest  at  the 
hotel.  Those  victims  included:  William 
and  Betty  McLain  of  Asbury  UMC  in 
Prairie  Village.  Kan.;  Bonnie  Tracey 
Bartels,  John  Tvedten,  and  Rudolph  E. 
Zatezalo,  all  of  Central  UMC  in  Kansas 
City;  Marjorie  Morris  of  Valley  View 
UMC  in  Overland  Park,  Kan. ;  Vernon  D. 
Mitchell  of  First  UMC  in  Independence, 
Mo.;  Robert  G.  Barton  of  Northcross 
UMC  in  Kansas  City;  Floyd  and  Violet 
Shots  of  Avondale  UMC  in  Kansas  City; 
Kathleen  Ohlsen  Wilber  of  Leawood 
UMC,  Leawood  Kan. 

Also  killed  were  J.  Robert  Bolton  of 
Chesterfield,  Mo.,  a  former  member  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Pensions  in¬ 
vestment  committee  and  his  wife,  Julia. 

The  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver,  minister 
at  the  St.  James  Paseo  UMC  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  Council,  said  the  response 
after  the  disaster  by  UM’s  and  other 
Christians  was  “overwhelming.”  “There 
was  an  immediate  call  for  blood  and 
members  of  local  churches  literally 
flocked  to  the  hospital." 


-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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Edye  Brookshire  ponders  her  next  play  in  a  biblical  version  of  America’s  favorite 
pastime  —  baseball.  tm/umr  staff  photo  by  sharon  mielke 


4 Bible  Baseball’  makes  hit 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 


6Good  News’  sports  new  image 


The  recent  review  and  decisions 
regarding  non-United  Methodist 
seminaries  by  the  denomination’s 
University  Senate  were  criticized 
here  by  the  “Good  News”  board  of 
directors  in  a  statement  approved  at  a 
meeting  preceding  the  organization’s 
national  convocation. 

The  board  stated  that  most  of  the 
seminaries  that  failed  the  review  or 
were  continued  under  review  are 
theologically  conservative.  That 
“gives  additional  ‘legitimate’  basis 
for  annual  conference  boards  of 
ministry  to  push  candidates  for 
ordination  away  from  evangelical  edu¬ 
cation”  and  wipes  out  “evangelical” 
seminary  opportunities  in  three  or 


four  large  geographic  areas,  Good 
News  leaders  claimed. 

The  board  said  it  was  particularly 
troubled  by  the  lack  of  information 
about  the  reasoning  behind  University 
Senate  actions.  Because  of  the 
senate’s  “secrecy”  and  “violation”  of 
the  1980  General  Conference  reso¬ 
lution  calling  for  open  meetings, 
United  Methodists  don’t  have  enough 
data  to  determine  if  the  review  was 
fair  and  unbiased  against  evangelical 
schools,  leaders  said. 

The  board  wants  the  senate  to 
disclose  fully  its  review  of  the  13  UM- 
related  seminaries  as  well  as  that  of 
the  unrelated,  said  the  Rev.  Michael 
Walker,  chairman. 


pAGE4  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Volunteer  missioners  add  muscle ;  said 4 mixed  blessing 9 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

If  short-term,  volunteer  workers  are 
“the  United  Methodist  missionaries  of 
the  future”  —  as  some  persons  are 
openly  suggesting  —  the  future  may 
already  be  here.  Or,  at  least,  thousands 
of  UM  volunteers  are  already  on  hand. 

While  no  one  seems  to  know  exactly 
how  many  volunteer  mission  workers 
there  are,  a  cursory  check  by  TM/UMR 
of  the  best-known  coordinating  agencies 
in  the  denomination  turned  up  more  than 
6,000  active  in  1981.  Each  office  reported 
yearly  increases  as  more  and  more 
church  members  want  to  get  involved. 

Volunteers  —  defined  as  persons  who 
work  from  one  week  to  a  year  on  an 
assignment  —  range  in  age  from  high 
school  youth  to  retired  professionals. 
They  come  from  all  quarters  of  the  coun¬ 
try  but  most  heavily  from  the  Southeast, 
South  Central  and  Midwest  regions. 

They  tackle  almost  any  task  from 
evangelism  and  preaching  missions  to 
teaching  vacation  church  schools,  from 
giving  medical  examinations  to  fitting 
eye-glasses.  They  rebuild  homes  for  the 
elderly  or  disabled  and  build  schools, 
clinics  and  churches  from  the  ground  up. 
Volunteers  go  only  where  asked 
They  are  students,  carpenters, 
musicians,  doctors,  teachers,  general 
laborers,  preachers,  agriculturalists, 
housewives,  masons,  plumbers  and  elec¬ 
tricians.  They  work  both  in  teams  or  as 
individuals  —  depending  on  the  task. 
They  go  only  where  asked. 

What  they  all  have  in  common  is  their 
personal  involvement  in  sharing  in  the 
ministry  of  Christ  and  seeing  the  church 
in  action  by  “being  the  church  in  action,” 
says  Dr.  Michael  Watson  of  Bamburg, 
S.C.  The  physician/layman  is  a  founder 
of  Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM),  which  is 
a  large  volunteer  movement  with  an 
international  focus. 

The  6,000,  however,  who  work  under 
the  umbrella  of  organizations  such  as 
VIM,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  the  Appalachian  Service  Project, 
Mountain  T.O.P.  in  Tennessee  and 
Creative  Ministries  of  Missouri, 
represent  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,  of¬ 
ficials  told  TM/UMR.  Many  local  church¬ 
es,  districts  and  other  sub-gronps  uni¬ 
laterally  sponsor  volunteer  mission 
projects  both  in  the  U.S.  and  in¬ 
ternationally. 

In  addition,  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organization  has  traditionally 
been  viewed  as  the  backbone  of  local 
church  and  community  mission  efforts 


A  TM/UMR  analysis 

through  its  1.2  million  members. 

The  volunteer  movement,  which  has 
steadily  grown  since  the  late  ‘60s,  finally 
won  official  recognition  last  year  from 
the  UMC’s  General  Conference  as  “an 
authentic  form  of  personal  missionary 
involvement”  in  the  global  community. 
Dr.  Watson  said. 

He  said  "volunteers  are  the 
missionaries  of  the  future"  increasing  in 
number  while  the  ranks  of  regular  career 
missionaries  continue  to  thin.  The 
swelling  ranks  of  volunteers  stand  in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  UMC’s  missionary 
corps  of  approximately  1,000  in  1981. 

“There  are  all  kinds  of  talent  and  ex¬ 
pertise  among  UM  members  just  lying 
there  unused  —  more  than  the  church 
could  ever  hope  to  pay  for,”  says  Dr. 
Watson.  He  said  he  began  prodding  the 
denomination  in  the  early  ‘60s  to  develop 
meaningful  mission  service  op¬ 
portunities  for  lay  members.  He  thinks 


Paint  brush,  hammer  and  caulking  gun 
can  also  be  tools  that  say  “God  loves 
you,”  these  workers  with  Missouri  Area 
Creative  Ministries  demonstrate  to 
senior  citizens. 
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the  UMC  is  finally  seeing  the  light. 

However,  officials  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  — 
which  was  ordered  last  year  to  “devise 
appropriate  structures  to  interpret  and 
implement  opportunities  for  short-term 
volunteers”  admit  that  they  don’t  know 
yet  how  to  manage  the  mushrooming 
new  movement. 

Channel  or  throttle? 

Officials  talk  about  the  need  to  “chan¬ 
nel"  the  energies  of  the  volunteers.  The 
volunteers  fear  this  means  the  board 
would  like  to  throttle  their  new-found  in¬ 
volvement  and  maintain  missions  as  the 
domain  where  “professionals  only  need 
apply." 

“They’re  a  mixed  blessing,”  said  the 
Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins  of  the  volunteers.  Dr. 
Bevins  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  heads  the 
mission  board’s  committee  which  has  the 
assignment  of  recommending  policy  on 
volunteers.  He  said  he  is  aware  of  both 
positive  values  and  drawbacks. 

Having  taken  volunteer  teams  to  Niger 
and  Brazil,  Dr.  Bevins  said  “their  ability 
to  interpret  their  personal  experience 
has  made  a  tremendous  difference”  in 
mission  interest  in  his  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  he  had  been 
a  missionary  long  enough  to  know  that 
“volunteers  can  take  up  too  much  time 
and  energy  away  from  both  missionaries 
and  national  church  leaders.”  He  said  his 
committee  was  taking  volunteers  “very 
seriously”  and  hopes  policy  recom¬ 
mendations  will  be  ready  by  the  October 
board  of  directors  meeting. 

TM/UMR  learned  that  additional  im¬ 
petus  to  get  some  kind  of  national  policy 
in  place  for  volunteer  coordination  came 
out  of  at  least  two  regional  mission  con¬ 
sultations  this  year  between  the  board 
and  annual  conference  representatives. 
Volunteers  were  top  concerns  for  both 
the  Southeast  and  South  Central  jurisdic¬ 
tions,  the  Rev.  Robert  Harmon,  staff  for 
Dr.  Bevin’s  committee  said. 

However,  volunteer  leaders  are  taking 
a  “wait-and-see”  attitude  because  they 
feel  earlier  promises  of  cooperation  have 
not  borne  fruit. 

Disagreements  continue 

“Major  disagreements  about  what’s 
really  involved”  have  been  festering  for 
years  —  particularly  between  board  staff 
and  volunteers  with  the  Volunteers  in 
Mission  movement  —  which  works  only 
on  board-approved  programs  and  Ad¬ 
vance  projects,  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Cur- 


MONTERREY,  Mexico  —  Kentucky  Volunteers  in  Mission 
work  teams  have  built  a  church  here  in  Guadalupe,  a  suburb  of 
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Monterrey.  The  building  will  be  completed  by  Mexican 
laborers  with  financial  help  from  Kentucky  UMs. 

KENTUCKY  REPORTER  PHOTO 


tis,  VIM’s  executive  director  in  Atlanta. 

Volunteers  tend  to  see  the  positive 
values  of  direct,  personal  involvement, 
of  increased  sensitivity  to  other  people 
and  cultures,  of  the  work  accomplished 
at  low  cost,  and  the  enthusiasm  for 
mission  that  returnees  generate  in  their 
home  churches  for  mission  while  down¬ 
playing  the  problems. 

The  most  frequently  heard  complaints 
include: 

•  Volunteers  are  not  adequately  oriented 
or  trained  for  their  assignments ; 

•  Many  are  motivated  only  by  “gung- 

ho"  tourism  and  just  want  to  have  a  good 
time;  \ 

•  Volunteers  are  overwhelming  sorpe 

areas  —  such  as  Haiti  —  and  creating 
resentment  among  those  ignored ;  \ 

•  Volunteers  are  creating  a  new  form  of 
paternalism  and  dependency ; 

•  The  majority  are  affluent  white,  mid¬ 
dle-class  UMs— which  is  perceived  as  a 
negative,  racist  witness  in  some  poverty 
and/or  Third  World  areas  ; 

•  "Lone  ranger”  groups  going  out  on 
their  own  initiative  tend  to  be  unplanned, 
unprepared  and  disruptive; 

•  Some  “volunteer  vs.  professional” 
resentments. 

Everybody  agrees  strong  orientation 
and  careful  preparation  are  "musts”  for 
volunteer  efforts  to  be  successful.  Good 
intentions  and  naive  optimism  are  not 
enough. 

Mr.  Curtis  agrees  that  better 
preparation  is  needed,  but  counters  that 
since  volunteers  generate  interest  and  in¬ 
come  for  missions  the  church’s  mission 
arm  should  help  with  the  orientation. 

But,  says  the  Rev.  Avery  Manchester 


Status  con  troversy  con  tin  ues 


Legal  advocacy  tops  Haitian  refugee  work 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

It  had  been  a  good  day  for  the  young  Haitian  teenager.  The  stream  near  his  home 
bad  yielded  a  fine  string  of  fish. 

Several  men  interrupted  the  stillness  of  the  morning,  however,  demanding  his 
catch.  In  a  burst  of  the  stubbornness  for  which  teenagers  are  known,  he  refused. 

By  the  time  the  young  man  returned  home  with  his  catch,  his  mother  was  in  jail, 
arrested  on  unknown  charges.  But  the  young  man  knew  why. 

The  men  who  had  demanded  his  fish  were  “Tonton  Macoutes."  the  unpaid  and  unof¬ 
ficial  informers  for  the  regime  of  Haiti’s  Jean  Claude  Duvalier.  While  not  on  the 
government  payroll  as  such,  neither  troops  nor  police  interfere  with  the  Macoutes’ 
sideline  business :  blackmailing  their  countrymen. 

After  hiding  out  in  the  backcountry  until  he  heard  about  the  next  boat  to  America, 
the  young  man  became  one  of  the  some  40,000  Haitians  who  have  arrived  in  the  United 
States  since  1972. 

He  has  not  heard  of  his  family  since. 

MIAMI  —  Maybe  the  young  man 
thought  he  would  find  the  Eden  some  who 
work  with  refugees  say  the  newcomers 
expect  when  they  arrive  in  the  U.S. 

What  he  and  other  Haitians  find  is  that 
they  face  a  legal  struggle  just  to  remain. 

Refugees  who  have  been  formally  in¬ 
vited  by  the  U.S.  government  are 
screened  in  another  country  and  have  an 
immigration  classification  even  before 
their  arrival.  The  Haitians,  however, 
have  no  official  status  —  or  welcome. 

The  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  recognizes  no  difference  between 
the  Haitians  and  the  undocumented 
aliens  who  enter  illegally  from  Mexico, 
contending  both  groups  come  only  to  get 
jobs  and  earn  some  money. 

INS  denies  any  political  reason  for 
Haitians  to  fear  for  their  lives  if  forced  to 
return  home. 

Church  World  Service  takes  a  sharply 
different  view  of  what  it  considers  the 
repressive  political  climate  in  the  coun¬ 
try  ruled  by  Jean  Claude  Duvalier,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mike  Myers,  CWS  im¬ 
migration  and  refugee  coordinator. 

Since  1972  the  church  relief  agency  has 
spent  more  than  $1  million  in  a  vigorous 
legal  advocacy  program  to  try  to  get 
“political  asylum  applicant"  status  for 
these  black  refugees.  Such  an  im¬ 
migration  status  would  prevent  their 
deportation  to  Haiti  and  be  the  first  step 
toward  eventually  attaining  permanent 
residency  status. 

Church  World  Service  is  the  refugee 
resettlement  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  with  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  affiliated.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  a  part  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  participates  in  the 
refugee  and  relief  efforts  of  CWS. 

The  controversy  over  why  Haitians 


¥ 


come  to  the  United  States  has  led  United 
Methodist  Lucille  Bates  and  other  CWS 
volunteers  to  take  hundreds  of  state¬ 
ments  from  Haitians  seeking  the  answer 
to  the  question,  “Why  did  you  come?” 

While  admitting  that  the  Haitians’ 
eagerness  to  find  jobs  could  easily  be 
misinterpreted  as  a  sign  that  money  is 
the  main  reason  for  their  coming  to  the 
U.S.,  Ms.  Bates  said  most  of  the  Haitians 
she  talked  with  are  afraid  to  go  home. 

“The  U.S.  government  hasn’t  decided 
what  it’s  going  to  do  with  Haitians  yet,” 
said  Mr.  Myers,  which  complicates  fur¬ 
ther  the  normal  CWS  relief  efforts. 

With  their  arrival  in  the  United  States 
uninvited  and  unsanctioned,  the  Haitians 


have  the  same  needs  as  any  refugees, 
such  as  for  food  and  housing. 

Because  of  their  illegal  status, 
however,  CWS  officials  believe  they  must 
go  beyond  meeting  the  traditional  needs 
for  people  in  a  new  country,  and  to  an¬ 
ticipate  the  legal  steps  necessary  to  keep 
the  Haitians  here  long  enough  to  help 
them. 

The  three-judge  5th  U.S.  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  in  Atlanta  this  summer 
upheld  an  earlier  decision  of  federal 
judge  James  L.  King  in  which  he 
criticized  the  immigration  service’s 
treatment  of  Haitians  as  a  “tran¬ 
sparently  discriminatory  program 
designed  to  deport  Haitian  nationals  and 
no  one  else.” 

This  class  action  suit  covered  the 
Haitians  housed  at  the  Krome  Ave.  North 
Detention  Center  where  INS  has  housed 
those  arriving  in  Florida  since  Iasi 
spring. 

Until  mid-July  the  combination  tent- 
city  and  dormitory  facility  —  designed  to 


FBI  tells  social  unit  of  files 


The  Rev.  Mike  Psyzk,  the  United 
Methodist  minister  director  of  the 
Church  World  Service  Miami  refugee 
center,  watches  as  a  guard  closes  one  of 
the  gates  which  confine  Haitians  at 
Krome  Ave.  North  Detention  Center. 


21  Day  "Experience  India"  Tours 


Sponsored  by  Bob  and  Jeanne  Nave, 
former  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  to  India. 

Departures  from  New  York:  Oct.  4 
and  18.  Nov.  21. 1981  and  Jan.  9.  1982. 


Visit  many  historical  sites  and  beauty 
spots  of  India. 

PLUS 

5  days  off  the  beaten  track  into  the  heart  of 
the  ••rear‘  India  to  visit  United  Methodist 
Mission  work,  villages,  small-town  life, 
meet  families  and  much  more. 

For  complete  details  write  or  phone : 

Bob  Nave.  1020  Rae  Dr.  «7. 

Minneapolis.  MN  55423. 

(612  >869-8459  or  545-0378 
or 

Travel  Connections  Inc..  (800  )  621-9906 


LINCOLN,  Nebr.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  has 
nearly  10,000  pages  of  investigative  files 
on  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  (MFSA)  and  its  former 
executives,  according  to  an  FBI  letter  of 
May  26,  1981,  made  public  at  the 
federation’s  national  assembly  here  July 
4-6. 

The  FBI  made  the  disclosures  in 
response  to  an  MFSA  request  under  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act. 

The  FBI  denied  an  MFSA  request  that 
a  10  cents  per  page  charge  be  waived 
because,  the  FBI  claimed,  the  release  of 
the  material  would  not  “result  in 
primary  benefit  to  the  general  public." 
An  appeal  is  being  prepared  by  MFSA. 

The  documents  contain  approximately 
5,000  pages  on  MFSA  itself  related  to  a 
single  investigation,  presumed  to  be  in 
the  early  1950s,  and  another  5,000  pages 


of  the  board’s  missionary  personnel  of¬ 
fice,  any  group  in  any  area  of  the  U.S. 
already  has  resource  persons  available 
in  universities  or  social  service  agencies 
who  could  help  them  develop  adequate 
briefings  “if  they  really  wanted  to  make 
the  effort.  ’  ’ 

He  said  the  mission  agency  itself  does 
not  have  the  people  to  staff  such  briefings 
and,  further,  staff  have  no  orders  from 
directors  to  resource  volunteer  groups. 

Free  wheeling  ‘busts' 

Another  area  of  agreement  is  that  free¬ 
wheeling  groups  who  go  off  on  their  own 
to  create  projects  and  then  take  ill-pre¬ 
pared  people  to  work  on  poorly-planned 
work  programs  both  frustrate  volunteers 
and  create  ill-will. 

Mr.  Manchester  said,  “Nobody  knows 
how  many  such  groups  there  are;  we  just 
hear  about  the  busts.”  He  said  some 
groups  go  without  equipment  or  food  or 
arrangements  for  housing;  they  just  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  taken  care  of  because  they 
have  come  to  do  good.  He  said  at  least 
one  group  received  a  bill  after  they  retur¬ 
ned  home  for  food  and  shelter. 

The  general  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Belize,  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Swapp,  told  a  rally  of  VIM  volun¬ 
teers  during  the  Fourth  of  July  weekend 
at  Lake  Junaluska  that  he  basically  af¬ 
firms  their  efforts  but  asked  that  they 
“use  channels”  and  “not  unduly  tax” 
their  host’s  resources.  “It  would  be  more 
helpful  to  us  if  you  were  more  orderly,” 
he  said. 

“There  are  problems  on  both  ends,”  he 
said,  but  the  real  value  for  his  people  is 
that  volunteers  are  “putting  a  face  on  the 
American  church  where  before  we  saw 
only  dollars.” 

He  said  the  denomination  should  be 
thankful  so  many  people  are  interested  in 
the  church  in  the  wider  world. 

Paternalism,  racism  —  No 

But  other  charges  —  particularly  of  pa¬ 
ternalism  and  of  racism  —  are  disputed 
by  volunteers. 


“The  charge  of  paternalism  is  more  of 
an  excuse  than  a  real  problem,”  the  Rev. 
Mel  West  of  the  Office  of  Creative 
Ministries  in  Missouri  told  TM/UMR. 
Mr.  West,  who  has  50  work  camps  with 
close  to  1,000  participants  in  the  U.S., 
said  the  “pitfalls  of  paternalism”  can  be 
avoided  with  careful  orientation.  Poten¬ 
tial  negative  effects  are  overstressed,  he 
believes,  while  in  fact  the  “many  pluses 
of  volunteer  experiences  overshadow  the 
problems.” 

A  “partnership”  approach  is  a  key  way 
to  avoid  paternalism  —  with  volunteers 
and  recipients  each  providing  important 
ingredients  —  in  Tennessee’s  UM-spon- 
sored  program,  said  associate  director 
Jan  Bell  of  Nashville. 

“Whenever  one  works  in  a  helping 
relationship,  paternalism  is  a  danger,” 
said  Mr.  Curtis.  But,  he  adds,  that  is 
equally  true  of  the  mission  board  staff. 
“We  can  be  just  as  alert  to  this  danger  as 
they  are,”  he  asserted,  as  a  former  mis- 
sionary  in  Zimbabwe. 

To  the  charge  that  there  is  “too  much 
involvement  by  white,  middle-class 
UMs,”  Mr.  Curtis  responds,  “these  are 
the  folks  offering.  But  we  are  being  more 
deliberate  about  broadening  our  base  of 
participation.” 

Almost  nothing  but  good 

The  evaluations  from  areas  served 
have  convinced  him  the  volunteer 
movement  is  on  the  right  track.  One  such 
assurance  came  from  the  Rev.  Evans 
Bailey,  district  chairman  of  the  Jamaica 
Methodist  Church : 

“In  some  ways  the  volunteer  missioner 
is  less  threatening  to  us  than  a  career- 
type  missionary.  The  short-termer 
comes  in  eager  to  relate  to  us  quickly 
during  a  brief  period,  mixes  easily  with 
our  people,  seeks  to  learn  as  much  as  he 
can  and  do  whatever  good  he  can, 
establishes  genuine  friendships  and  then 
bids  farewell.  A  link  has  been  established 
but  no  job  taken  over,  no  political 
problems  created.  Almost  nothing  but 
good  happens.” 


Haitian  women  fix  each  other’s  hair,  nap  or  just  wait  at  the  Krome  Ave.  North 
Detention  Center  outside  Miami,  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
facility  where  most  of  these  black  refugees  now  begin  their  lives  in  the  United  States. 
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house  about  500  individuals  was  home  for 
up  to  1,500  persons  —  mostly  Haitians. 

By  the  third  week  of  this  month,  the 
governor  of  Florida  had  threatened  to 
sue  the  U.S.  government  if  the  growing 
number  of  Haitians  in  the  Krome  Ave. 
facility  and  his  state  were  not  reduced. 

In  response,  the  INS  began  sending 
groups  of  Haitians  to  federal  prisons  as 
far  west  as  Big  Spring,  Tex.,  and  as  far 
north  as  Lake  Placid,  NY. 

“There  is  a  danger  that  these  people 
may  be  set  up  for  deportation  hearings” 
far  from  attorneys  most  familiar  with 
their  legal  cases  and  best  able  to 
represent  them,  said  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Knox,  superintendent  of  the  United 
Methodist  Miami  District. 

Mr.  Knox  told  TM/UMR  that  CWS  at¬ 
torneys  had  filed  a  motion  July  17  asking 
that  Haitians  moved  from  Krome  Ave. 
outside  Miami  remain  covered  by  the 
court  order  halting  deportation 
proceedings. 


on  former  Federation  executives:  the 
late  Henry  F.  Ward,  Jack  McMichael  of 
Princeton,  W.  Va.,  Mark  Chamberlin  of 
Gresham,  Ore.,  and  Lee  Ball  of  Ardsley, 
N.Y.,  all  ordained  ministers  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  or  its  predecessors. 
The  FBI  letter  said  there  is  no  in¬ 
vestigative  FBI  file  on  the  current  MFSA 
executive  secretary,  the  Rev.  George  Mc¬ 
Clain. 

Patricia  Kyle  of  Lawrenceburg,  Ind., 
was  elected  co-president  of  the 
Federation  to  serve  with  the  Rev. 
Gregory  Dell,  Evanston,  Ill.,  elected  to  a 
second  term. 

The  1981  Ball  Awards,  given  annually 
to  persons  and  groups  involved  in  out¬ 
standing  but  usually  unheralded  social 
action,  were  presented  to  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lincoln,  Roberta 
Sugden,  Douglas,  Neb.,  and  the  Rev.  C. 
Edwin  and  Ann  Murphy  of  Lincoln,  Neb. 


CLASSIFIED 


'TIT-VIOLENCE  VOLUNTEERS:  National  Coalition 
on  Television  Violence  needs  office  staff  and  monitors 
for  continuing  monitoring  of  television,  both  national 
and  international,  cinema,  violence  in  pornography, 
comic  books,  and  other  media  sources  Positions  $350 
per  month  stipend  ($225  plus  food  and  lodging)  at  new 
monitoring  office  in  Champaign,  IU.  NCTV  supported 
in  part  by  UMC.  NCTV.  P.  O.  Box  647,  Decatur.  IL 
62S21.  (217)  429-6668 


CAMP  SHARE  August  17-22,  United  Methodist 
Camp  in  beautiful  Colorado  Rockies  18  miles  west  of 
Ft  Collins  The  non-handicapped  and  persons  with 
physical  handicapping  conditions  including  mobility, 
visual  and  hearing  impairments  are  welcome 
Facilities  are  wheelchair  accessible  Minimum  age 
14  with  no  upper  age  limit.  Cost  $75  Request 
application:  Camp  Share,  Box  125,  Ft  Lupton,  CO 
80621.  by  7-31 -81 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  ADULT  CHOIR.  Send 
inquiries  or  resume  to  Casa  Linda  UMC.  1800  Barnes 
Bridge  Road.  Dallas.  TX  75228.  Attention  Ms.  L. 
Brochu  


PLANNED  GIVING  DIRECTOR  -  Degree  in 
public  relations,  business,  law  or  closely  related 
field  Five  or  more  years  of  experience  in 
fund  raising.  Basic  knowledge  of  the  planned  giving 
field.  Good  public  speaker,  sales  management 
personality  Salary:  open.  Write  to  Robert  H 
Whitfield.  Executive  Director,  United  Methodist 
YouthviUe,  Inc  .  Box  210,  Newton.  KS67114. 


ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  wanted  Congregation  2.800 
plus,  program  responsibilities,  counseling,  singles’ 
ministry,  teaching-preaching  on  Sunday  evening. 
Additional  pastoral  and  administrative  duties 
will  be  worked  out.  Must  have  excellent  back¬ 
ground  in  counseling,  experience  and  training. 
Prefer  experience  with  singles’  ministry  Salary 
competitive  Hospitalization  and  other  benefits.  Send 
resume  and  photograph  References  required 
Contact:  Rev  Richard  M  Freeman.  Box  7736,  Waco. 
TX  76710  


WANTED:  1  Full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Programming;  2  Part-time  Minister  of  Visitation 
Rader  Memorial  UMC.  205  N.E  87  St..  Miami.  FL 
33138  


METHODIST  MINISTER  of  50  vears  breaking  up 
library.  Many  hard-to-get  books  Inquiries  invited. 
Rev  Eric  King.  Ausable  Forks.  NY  12912  (518)  647- 
8147 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  First 

UMC.  Blytheville,  Arkansas.  1,300  members  -  offers 
position  for  ministry  to  children,  youth  and  adults. 
Excellent  facilities.  Salary  $12, 000415, 000  and 
negotiable  Contact  Paul  M.  Bumpers  (501)  763-3351. 


COLUMBIA.  TENNESSEE.  First  UMC  is  seeking  a 
full  time  director  of  rmeic,  Christian  education  and 
youth.  Duties  include:  conducting  choirs  (adult, 
youth,  children)  in  preparation  for  worship  and 
special  programs,  recruiting  teachers  and 
overseeing  the  Christian  education  program  of  the 
church,  as  well  as  chief  staff  responsibility  for 
UMYF  and  other  youth  activities.  We  are  a 
downtown,  county  seat  church  (membership  1,200). 
Salary,  $12,000  minimum,  commensurate  with 
training  and  experience.  Contact  Robert  Lewis,  First 
UMC.  222  West  7th  St..  Columbia,  TN  38401.  (615)  388- 
3306 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  needed  part-time  for  a  300- 
member  church  in  Lake  Providence.  La  .  to  develop 
and  direct  a  total  music  program  Contact  Brady 
Forman,  First  UMC.  P.O.  Box  148,  Lake  Providence, 
LA  71254  Phone  (318)  559-2260 


POSITION  OPEN:  DCE  with  major  emphasis  on 
Youth  Ministries.  Sunday  school  enrollment  of  890. 
Send  resume,  availability,  salary  and  pertinent 
information  to:  Staff-Parish  Committee,  First  UMC, 
1 1 26  E  Silver  Spri  ngs  B1  vd . .  Ocala .  FL  32670 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  for  an  energetic,  enthusi¬ 
astic  person  who  enjoys  working  with  people:  well- 
organized,  self-discs plined,  to  work  on  a  multiple 
educational  staff  primarily  in  children’s  ministries. 
Degree  required,  preferably  in  the  social  sciences, 
humanities,  Christian  education  or  education. 
Completion  of  requirements  for  Diaconal  Ministry 
desirable  Send  resume  to:  Dr  Bill  Farrar.  Lay 
Personnel  Committee,  Trinity  UMC,  1400  Oxmoor 
Road,  Birmingham,  AL  35209.  


PASSION  PLAY  1984  -  Reserve  now  for  best  tickets 
and  arrangements  —  Purcell  Travel  Inc.,  305 
Alcazar,  Coral  Gables,  FL 33134,  (305  )  448-7453. 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  needed  immediately  . 
at  Westlake  Village  UMC  (new  community  outside 

Los  Angeles)  Fast  growing  church  offering  unique 
opportunity  for  ministry  to  children,  youth  and  . 
adults.  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Dr  John  L  Nagel, 

1049  Westlake  Blvd  ,  Westlake  Village,  CA  91361  or 
call  (213  )  889-5431  immediately 

GREEN  THUMB  gardener  needed  for  landscape 
maintenance  in  unique  retirement  community 
Relaxed  living,  modest  compensation.  Bristol 
Village,  Waverly,  OH  45690 

FOR  SALE:  Two  Addressograph  Co.  printing 
machines.  One  for  making  name  plates,  one  for 
printing  labels.  Mountain  View  UMC,  355  Ponca  PI.. 
Boulder,  CO 80303.  (303  )  494-5025. 

ELECTRIC  TYPEWRITER.  IBM  Executive  model 
with  copperplate  gothic  typeface,  the  absolute  best 
for  mimeo  work.  Excellent  condition.  $535,  firm. 
Dallas,  (214)  826-2060.  823-1636. 

GRAND  PIANO,  7’  4*  semi-concert  Kawai,  $8,500 

Dr.  Oscar  Poole.  Box  66,  Alturas.  FL  33820.(813)  537- 
1384 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collections,  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  1181,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  for  straight  or  circular  pews  Wide 
selection  of  fabrics  and  colors.  Phone  (316  )  662-0181 
Waggoners,  Inc.,  P.O,  Box  1054.  Hutchinson,  KS 
67501 

DESIRABLE  RESIDENTIAL  lot  in  Cherokee 
Village,  Arkansas  Just  yards  from  the  south  golf 
course.  $6,900  Contact  Cherokee  Village  UMC.  P.O. 
Box  420,  Cherokee  Village,  AR  72525.  (501 )  257-3869. 

NEWLY  PUBLISHED:  Beliefs  of  a  United  Methodist 
Christian,  by  Don  Willis.  Excellent  for  confirmation 
classes,  both  adult  and  youth.  Only  $1.95;  by  mail 
$2.50  per  copy;  10  or  more  by  mail  $2.15  per  copy. 
Send  to  Cokes  bury  Bookstore,  6892  Southwest 
Freeway,  Houston.  TX  77036.  or  your  local 
Cokesbury  Bookstore 

TOUR  THE  HOLY  LAND.  Jordan.  Athens  and  Rome 
with  the  Rev.  Lloyd  J.  Lowe,  Sept.  18-30,  1981  422 
Chesnut,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048.  Free  brochure 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  Full-time  to  work  in  Christian 
Education  as  well  as  to  share  pastoral  respon¬ 
sibilities  with  senior  pastor  First  UMC,  Turlock  is 
an  exciting,  growing.  800-member  church  in 
Northern  California  Send  resume  before  August  30. 
1981,  to  the  Rev  John  Tincher,  1660  Arbor  Ave., 
Turlock.  CA  95380,  <209)  632-2238 

STAINED  GLASS  free  hanging  window  with  United 
Methodist  symbol  made  to  order  (14  x  18  Inches). 
Blue  glass  background,  clear  antique  pressed  glass 
cross  with  red.  European  glass  flame  $60  Contact 
Marcia  Elsworth.  4311  Locke  St.,  Zachary,  LA  70791 

WANTED:  A  sample  copy  of  your  church  brochure, 
telling  of  your  church  and  its  activities  to  possible 
newcomers  or  prospective  members.  We  want  to 
learn  from  your  ideas.  Rev.  H.  Norman  Campbell, 
Fresno  UMC,  P.O  Box  164,  Fresno,  TX  77545. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT:  Person  to 
establish  financial  resource  program  to  include 
alumni  relations,  annual  fund,  endowment,  etc.  in 
unique  bilingual,  church-related  school.  Salary 
negotiable  Dr.  N.  E  Gonzales,  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940,  (915  )  533-8286 

YOUTH  WORKER  —  Education  director,  Faith 
UMC,  Farmington,  Minn.  Send  resume  to  Faith 
UMC,  710 8th  St  ,  Farmington,  MN  55024. 

FULL-TIME  Position  available  for  Director  of  Age 
Level  Ministries.  Primary  responsibilities  with 
Youth.  Secondary  responsibilities  with  children’s 
programming,  and  activities  for  singles,  young 
marrieds,  older  adults  and  the  educable  mentally 
handicapped  First  UMC.  211  Washington  St., 
Frankfort,  KY  40601  Phone  (502  )  227-7430 

WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  Education.  900- 
member  church,  city  population  10,000;  Houston 
area,  photo,  resume  and  references  required, 
contact  Rev  Marvin  Agnew,  First  UMC,  P.  O.  Box 
469,  Liberty.  TX  77575  (713)  336-6401 

SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Slates  Homecoming 
And  Dedication 


Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 


Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
has  set  a  proper  celebration  for 
Homecoming  and  Dedication  of  debt  free 
church  buildings.  This  will  take  place 
during  •  the  month  of  August  and 
September  6th  and  13th,  to 
commemorate  25  years  of  service  to  the 
community. 

Memorial  Church  held  its  formal 
opening  on  Sunday,  August  10,  1958.  The 
declaration  was  made  by  Dr.  James  T. 
Harris  and  prayer  of  Thanksgiving  by 
the  minister,  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman. 
Prior  to  the  building  of  this  beautiful 
structure,  services  were  held  in  the 
American  Legion  Hall  with  only  a 
“handful”  of  members. 

From  its  inception  25  years  ago 
Memorial  has  grown  from  61  members  to 
235  members.  Contributing  greatly  to  the 
growth  and  development  was  the 
formation  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  on 
October  23,  1958  and  the  first  meeting  of 
the  W.S.C.S.,  now  known  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  on  November  20, 1956. 

A  small  choir  was  formed  in  1956  with 
Edna  Blethen  as  director  and  Mrs.  Ella 
Wailes  as  pianist.  Memorial  now  has  a 
choir  of  20  members  with  Mrs.  Vivian 
Sloat  as  organist  and  Larry  Prather  as 
director. 

A  beautiful  and  spacious  parsonage, 
located  at  500  Cox  Street,  was  completed 
and  formally  dedicated  on  Sunday,  April 
8, 1962. 

There  have  been  10  pastors  during  the 
25  years,  including  the  first,  Rev.  Brady 
B.  Forman,  and  in  order,  Rev.  W.  E. 
Nolan,  Rev.  Abe  Conerly,  Rev.  Grayson 


Watson,  Rev.  Don  Dowden,  Rev.  Louis 
Roos,  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  Rev.  Henry 
Pickett,  Rev.  George  Sherman  and  the 
present  pastor,  Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean, 
Jr. 

Returning  on  August  2nd  to  launch 
festivities  and  celebrate  Homecoming 
will  be  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Brady  B.  Forman. 
At  this  time,  the  Charter  Members  will 
be  recognized  as  a  body. 

Following  is  a  list  of  former  ministers, 
with  their  families,  returning  to  share 
and  preach:  August  9th,  Rev.  W.  E. 
Nolan;  August  16th,  Rev.  Abe  Conerly; 


August  23rd,  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards; 
August  30th,  Rev.  Henry  Pickett. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  of  the 
Louisiana  Area,  will  be  present  on 
Sunday,  September  13th,  to  preach  and 
preside  at  the  Office  of  Dedication.  At  the 
conclusion  of  this  service,  a  covered  dish 
dinner  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the 
church  will  close  out  Memorial’s  25th 
Anniversary,  Homecoming  and 
Dedication  Day. 

All  former  members  and  friends  are 
invited  to  attend  any  or  all  of  the  above 
services. 


Thanks  to  the  “connectional  system’’  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  the  new  church  in  southeast  Baton  Rouge  is  really 
taking  off.  Already  over  70  people  are  making  plans  to  join 
the  new  church.  Such  a  positive  thrust  has  been  made 
possible  by  the  enthusiastic  support  of  many,  and  can  serve 
as  a  sign  of  what  United  Methodists  can  do  when  they  work 
together. 

At  this  time,  the  new  church  has  no  property  and  suitable 
property  is  at  a  premium.  A  committee  is  currently  working 


on  a  name  for  the  church,  with  the  first  service  slated  for 
September  13,  to  be  held  in  an  elementary  school  in  the  area. 
Helping  to  organize  the  church  are,  from  left.  Dr.  Henry 
Blount,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church; 
District  Superintendent  Kirby  Vining.  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District;  Kathy  Neames,  a  lay  member,  and  the 
Rev.  Fred  Wldemsfn.  pastor  of  the  new  church. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  STATE  TIMES  ART  KLEINER 


New  Church  Moves  Quickly 


McDowell  Named  Director 
Of  Centenary  Church  Relations 


Noel  UMW  Visit  Barnette  Camp 


From  Church  to  College  .  .  .  and  back. 

The  Rev.  Don  McDowell  believes  that 
“the  relationship  between  the  Church 
and  a  college  is  like  a  dance.  Together 
something  is  created  that  neither  could 
create  by  themselves.” 

Don  has  just  begun  work  this  spring  as 
Director  of  Church  Relations  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  La.  It 
is  his  job  as  a  representative  of 
Centenary  to  insure  good  relations 
between  the  College  and  its  founder,  the 
Methodist  Church. 

With  over  137,000  Methodists  in 
Louisiana,  this  is  quite  a  task.  His  travel 
and  preaching  schedule  keeps  him  busy 
much  of  the  year.  But  Don  believes  that 
it’s  worth  it. 

“We  received  over  $220,000  from  the 
Church  last  year  and  I  expect  that  figure 
will  be  close  to  $280,000  during  the  1981-82 
fiscal  year,”  he  said.  “However,  the 
support  of  the  Church  is  measured  in 
much  more  than  dollars  and  cents.  The 
Church  is  our  lifeblood.” 

During  his  travels  the  Louisiana  Tech 
graduate  often  runs  across  prospective 
students  in  churches.  “Quite  a  few  of 
them  are  interested  in  our  Church 
Careers  Program,  but  we  provide  a  place 
to  get  a  value  centered  education  in 
many  other  areas  as  well. ’  ’ 

While  on  campus,  Don  assists  the 
Centenary  Church  Council,  a  group 
consisting  of  Centenary  President 
Donald  A.  Webb,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  the  District  Superintendents, 
lib  ?  aifi  n 


pastors,  and  laypersons  who  serve  and 
represent  the  College  around  the  state. 

He  is  also  a  charge  of  organizing  the 
Annual  Conference  held  at  the  Centenary 
Gold  Dome.  An  ordained  minister 
himself,  Don  spent  the  six  years  prior  to 
coming  to  Centenary  as  pastor  of  the  St. 
Timothy  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mandeville,  La. 

“We  were  there  when  the  church 
started  in  1975,  and  it  had  grown  to  450 


members  by  the  time  we  left,”  he  said 
proudly. 

Don  is  an  avid  racquetball  player.  He 
also  likes  to  jog  and  is  interested  in 
photography.  He  and  his  wife,  Carolyn 
have  two  children,  Keith  and  Kelly. 

Although  he  doesn’t  list  dancing  as  one 
of  his  specialities,  with  Don  McDowell 
providing  the  leadership.  Centenary 
College  and  the  Methodist  Church  can 
make  beautiful  music  together. 


By  GLADYS  TIPPETT 

The  most  beautiful,  peaceful  place  I’ve 
been  is  the  camp  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Chris 
T.  Barnette. 

It  is  about  40  miles  north  of  Shreveport 
in  Caddo  parish  and  is  80  acres  in  size. 

I  went  with  the  Circle  One  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  at  the  Noel  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  We 
went  in  the  church  bus.  There  were  16 
passengers:  three  men  and  13  women. 

As  we  neared  Benton  we  had  a  heavy 
spring  rain.  It  poured  so  hard  and  fast 
that  the  windshield  wipers  could  not 
clear  the  water  off.  Our  driver,  Bill 
Hendrick,  slowed  down. 

When  we  arrived,  Judge  Barnette  told 
us  that  it  had  rained  around  10:30.  Judge 
and  Sue  are  hospitable  that  friends  can 
drop  in  with  no  warning.  Most  of  the 
ladies  brought  a  covered  dish  for  lunch. 
The  kitchen  is  small  but  efficient. 

“Help  yourselves  to  drinks.” 

There  were  large  thermoses  of  ice 
water,  lemonade  and  coffee. 

The  first  order  of  business  was  the 
program  when  Chris  showed  their  color 
slides  taken  in  England.  The  Barnettes 
went  to  England  by  jet  and  took  bus  rides 
in  tour  buses  and  walked  through 
cemeteries,  history  buildings,  formal 
gardens,  and  the  Thames  and  Avon 
rivers.  There  were  statues  of  Winston 
Churchhill  and  John  Wesley. 

Our  circle  meeting  started  after  the 
men  excused  themselves. 

All  three  buildings  were  built  by  the 
Judge  over  a  period  of  years.  They  lived 
in  New  Orleans  when  Judge  Barnette 


pastor  of  Mallalieu-St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church  in  La¬ 
fayette  for  the  past  nine  years, 
died  Sunday,  Aug.  2.  Funeral  ar¬ 
rangements  were  incomplete  at 
press  time. 

“It  is  love,  then,  that  you  should  strive 
for.  Set  vour  hearts  on  spiritual  gifts, 
especially  the  gift  of  proclaiming  God’s 
message  “  (I  Cor.  14:1) 


served  on  the  Louisiana  Supreme  Court. 
He  and  Sue  were  members  of  Carrolton 
Methodist  Church.  Every  year  a  group  of 
friends  from  there  come  and  visit  for  a 
time  after  Easter.  They  can  sleep  around 
25  people. 

We  ate  lunch  in  the  largest  building 
after  helping  ourselves  to  lunch  spread 
where  the  slides  had  been  shown.  Tlie 
dining  area  had  recently  been  enlarged. 
The  big  table  had  a  lazy  susan  centering 
it. 

It  was  cool  and  cloudy.  I  saw  a 
cardinal.  Everyone  watched  him. 

Then  after  lunch  the  Judge  took  a 
group  of  us  down  the  hill  to  the  man¬ 
made  pond.  There  some  Mallard  ducks 
swam  near  the  platform . 


“Once  the  heavy  rains  made  the  water 
rise  high  in  the  culvert,”  said  the  Judge. 

He  showed  us  where  the  overflow  runs 
off  down  below  where  the  foliage  is  thick. 
We  walked  up  the  hill  where  he  drives  up 
with  his  pick-up  truck.  We  saw  the  time 
wild  strawberry  plants,  the 
huckleberries  and  some  small,  tart 
plums. 

“They  make  wonderful  jam !” 

The  leaves  were  wet  from  the  shower 
but  we  saw  no  snakes. 

After  making  our  thanks  to  the 
Barnettes  we  all  loaded  on  the  bus  for 
Shreveport.  And  of  course  we  sang  most 
of  the  way  back  home.  It  is  very  restful  to 
go  to  the  country  when  it  is  spring  time 
and  you  are  among  good  friends. 


The  Rev.  Don  McDowell 


Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  recently  celebrated 
their  25th  Anniversary  with  the  following  ministers  participating  in  the  service: 
(from  left)  the  Rev.  John  M.  Lee,  pastor;  The  Rev.  Roy  Garrett,  the  first  full¬ 
time  pastor;  the  Rev.  Bill  Mayo,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
District  and  the  Rev.  Jerome  Cain  who  delivered  the  sermon  for  the  special 
service. 
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In  Memoriam 


Remembered 


A  year  ago  today  God  turned  him  loose 
To  tasks  unlimited,  eternal  work, 

Struck  from  him  mortal,  finite  frailties 
And  made  him  free  of  limits  of  the  flesh. 

Where  God  is,  he  is  —  loosed  from  time  and  space, 

Spirit  unfettered  as  the  Lord  himself ; 

And  God  hath  wrought  perfection  in  his  soul, 

Removed  all  dross,  refurbished  holiness. 

Where  God  works,  he  works  (not  just  here  and  there) 
Throughout  the  vast  unthoughted  scope  of  life, 

Sharing  creative  and  redemptive  tasks, 

Contiguous  with  the  purpose  of  God. 

He  walks  among  us  though  we  see  him  not, 

And  walks  throughout  the  universe  as  well ; 

Where  God  loves,  he  loves,  channel  of  His  grace; 

He  blesses  us  and  million  millions  more. 

No  man  who  loves  the  Kingdom’s  purpose  here 
Will  be  condemned  to  idle  doldrums  there; 

God  will  not  waste  that  vast  translated  power ; 

He  makes  His  ministers  a  living  flame. 

June  15, 1981 

By:  Mrs.  Alfred  D.  St.  Amant.  Jr. 
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Interior  secretary’s  views  do  not 
reflect  ’responsible  stewardship’ 

Mr  .lames  Watt.  IJ.S.  Secretary  of  the  view  of  our  heine  called  to  exi 


I  4NAPPBP  AT  MV 
HUSBAND..  WAS  IM¬ 
PATIENT  •SfTH  A 
CAR  TOOL  PRIIND... 


COM  PLAINER  iOUOiV 
ABOUT  OUR  WORK 
LOAD...  RADA 
RUN-/N  WITH 
THE  MANAGER 


Mr.  James  Watt,  U.S.  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  has  said  on  several  occasions 
lately  that  his  controversial  shift  in 
policy  emphasis  from  conservation  to  in¬ 
creased  utilization  of  our  nation’s  natural 
resources  is  rooted  in  a  deeply  personal 
understanding  of  Scripture. 

Mr.  Watt  has  been  quoted  by  at  least 
two  national  publications  recently  as 
saying  his  “responsibility  is  to  follow  the 
scriptures  which  call  upon  us  to  occupy 
the  land  until  Jesus  returns.”  Given  this 
“scriptural”  premise,  Mr.  Watt  inter¬ 
prets  the  federal  government’s  role  to  be 
that  of  allowing  full  use  of  the  country’s 
natural  resources  to  insure  that  “people 
are  provided  for  until  He  (Jesus)  does 
come.” 

In  response  to  those  who  express  a  con¬ 
cern  that  sufficient  resources  be  con¬ 
served  to  care  for  future  generations, 
Mr.  Watt’s  pat  answer  is:  “I  do  not  know 
how  many  future  generations  we  can 
count  on  before  the  Lord  returns.” 

We  are  grateful  any  time  we  learn  of  a 
person  in  high  public  office  who  openly 
seeks  to  bring  a  personal  commitment  to 
Christian  principles  to  bear  on  public 
policy.  Although  such  expressions  may 
be  entirely  appropriate,  those  making 
them  are  vulnerable  to  criticism  on  both 
theological  and  constitutional  grounds. 
In  the  case  of  Mr.  Watt’s  recent  state¬ 
ments,  we  believe  he  is  decidedly  off- 
base  on  both  counts. 

On  biblical  and  theological  grounds,  we 
are  unable  to  find  any  passage  in  the 
Bible  which  could  be  translated,  or  even 
paraphrased,  to  mean  that  we  are  to  “oc¬ 
cupy  the  land  until  Jesus  returns.” 
Rather,  we  believe  Mr.  Watt  is  misusing 
the  Bible  by  suggesting  that  it  supports 
an  understanding  of  stewardship  that  is 
at  odds  with  biblical  teaching  about 
humankind’s  proper  relation  to  “the  land 
which  the  Lord,  our  God,  has  given”  to 
us. 

The  Genesis  account  of  creation  says 
that  God  has  given  “dominion”  of  the 
earth  and  its  resources  to  humankind, 
and  that  we  thereby  become  involved  in 
God’s  ongoing  process  of  creation.  This 


view  of  our  being  called  to  exercise 
“responsible  stewardship”  of  what  God 
has  entrusted  to  us  is  amplified  through¬ 
out  the  New  Testament.  In  contrast,  Mr. 
Watt’s  all-out  emphasis  on  production 
and  de-emphasis  of  conservation  sound 
much  more  akin  to  the  pagan  philosophy, 
“Eat,  drink  and  be  merry,  for  tomorrow 
you  will  die,”  than  anything  Christian. 

Constitutionally,  it  would  be  irrespon¬ 
sible  for  Mr.  Watt  to  allow  his  theology  to 
dictate  national  policy,  even  if  his 
theological  and  biblical  interpretations 
were  correct.  It  is  one  thing  for  a  per¬ 
son’s  faith  generally  to  influence  and  in¬ 
struct  all  he  does.  It  is  something  else  to 
allow  a  particular  religious  faith  of  any 
sort  to  determine  the  specifics  of  public 
policy.  If  Mr.  Watt’s  quoted  statements 
are  true,  he  clearly  has  crossed  the  line 
from  the  former  to  the  latter. 

In  our  view,  responsible  Christian 
stewardship  of  the  natural  resources  God 
has  entrusted  to  us  would  not,  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  public  policy,  result  in  either  a 
universal  all-out  emphasis  on  ex¬ 
ploitation  or  on  conservation.  Faithful 
stewardship  would  mean  different  things 
at  different  times  and  under  different  cir¬ 
cumstances.  At  times  it  might  result  in  a 
primary  emphasis  on  conservation.  At 
other  times,  it  might  as  easily  call  for 
stimulated  production  and  utilization  of 
the  earth’s  resources. 

If  religious  principles  are  to  be  taken 
into  account  in  the  development  and  im¬ 
plementation  of  public  policy,  we  believe 
it  is  essential  that  they  are  considered  in 
relation  to  other  pertinent  factors  —  in¬ 
cluding  economics,  ecology,  societal 
needs,  and  the  wishes  of  the  citizenry. 

We  are  confident  that  factors  other 
than  his  theology  underlie  Interior  Secre¬ 
tary  Watt’s  conservation/utilization 
policies  —  his  public  suggestions  to  the 
contrary  not  withstanding.  To  the  extent 
that  his  policy  decisions  are  actually 
based  on  the  questionable  theological 
outlook  he  has  articulated,  both  the 
nation  and  the  Christian  faith  would  be 
better  served  by  his  keeping  such  views 
to  himself. 


Here  I  Stand 

What  we  have  to  lose  can  frequently 
determine  our  position  on  many  issues 
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By  SAMUEL  K.  DAVIS 

Over  the  past  few  weeks  there’s  been 
one  of  those  odd-but-all-too-familiar 
phrases  ringing  through  my  poor,  hollow 
head.  Since  the  noise  has  grown  the 
loudest  while  I’ve  been  thrashing  my 
way  through  these  middle  pages  of  the 
Reporter,  I’d  imagine  that  some  of  you 
have  experienced  it  as  well.  Maybe  then 
you’d  like  to  take  a  few  moments  with  me 
and,  as  they  say,  “meditate”  on  the 
phrase  so  that  it  makes  sense  instead  of 
noise.  Ready? 

The  phrase  is  this:  “Uh-oh:  He  (or  she) 
has  something  to  lose.” 

Think  back  to  the  last  letter  you  read  in 
this  territory  which  opined  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  on  its 
headlong  way  to  hell  in  a  handbasket 
because  of  (check  one: )  its  bureaucracy: 
its  breakaway  conservatives;  its  wishy- 
washy  liberals;  its  lack  of,  or  insistence 
upon,  definition;  and/or  its  stand  upon 
any  of  a  score  of  various  and  sundry 
issues.  Unless  it  cleaned  up  its  act  forth¬ 
with,  the  letter  generally  continued, 
and  fell  into  line  with  the  writer,  the 
church  was  a  goner. 

That’s  when  the  phrase  generally 
began  to  beat  its  way  around  my  brain; 
“Oh  my,"  it’d  clang  —  “Here’s  another 
one  with  something  to  lose.” 


And  it  sounds  innocent  enough,  this 
having  something  to  lose,  at  first  blush : 
there  you  are,  with  that  something  in 
your  hot  little  hand;  and  that  fact  both 
makes  you  unlike  all  those  others  who 
presumably  have  nothing  in  their  hands, 
and  authorizes  you  to  dispense  advice  to 
them  —  so  that  they  can  become  like  you. 
Here  you  are  —  with  something.  And 
that,  as  I’ve  said,  sounds  innocent 
enough  —  until  you  break  it  down  into  its 
constituent  parts:  you  have  something, 
but  you  have  it  to  lose  it. 

“You  have  it  to  lose  it.”  I  don’t  so  much 
wonder  what  that  phrase  applies  to  — 
United  Methodist  doctrine,  heritage, 
inerrancy,  relevance,  integrity,  or 
whatever  —  as  I  wonder  in  which  direc¬ 
tion  it  runs.  Here  I  am;  I  have 
something;  I  can  lose  it;  I  must  wrap  my 
chubby  little  fingers  around  it  and 
protect  it;  it  depends  on  me;  I  have  it  — 
that's  one  direction. 

I  have  something  only  in  order  to  lose 
it;  —  it  is  being  given  to  me  so  that  I  am 
free  to  lose  it  —  in  fact  the  “something” 
I’ve  been  given  empowers  and  frees  me 
to  give  it  away  —  that’s  the  other  direc¬ 
tion. 

Once  we’ve  been  given  something,  we 
can  spend  our  time  “having”  it  or 
“losing”  it:  that’s  the  point.  Paul  in 


prison,  Augustine  in  that  garden,  Luther 
in  his  cloister  tower,  Wesley  shut  out  of 
the  pulpits  and  in  the  Bristolfields  knew, 

I  think,  in  which  direction  that  phrase 
ran.  And  therefore,  instead  of  having 
been  given  something  to  protect,  they’d 
been  given  something  to  offer.  And 
maybe  all  those  hungry,  broken,  scared 
and  overlooked  people  who  showed  up  —  ^ 
in  their  droves  —  desperately  needed 
something  to  be  offered  them. 

They’re  still  out  there,  you  know,  in 
their  droves  —  as  scared,  broken  and 
forgotten  as  ever.  Think  about  it,  now. 
Think,  literally  for  God’s  sake:  what 
have  we  got  to  lose. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concernis  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  K.  Davis,  is  a  pastor  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Skaneateles, 
New  York  .4 Central  New  York  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  readeY may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double - 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to:’, 
"Here  I  Stand."  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


‘Spirit  of  ERA  seems  to  be  one  of  rebellion’ 


Using  ‘biblical  prophecy’  to  predict 
‘end-time’  distorts  Bible’s  message 


If  you  are  reading  this  editorial  it  likely 
means  that  the  leader  of  a  small  religious 
sect  in  Arizona  has  missed  again  in  his 
efforts  to  predict  the  end  of  the  world.  (If 
he  was  correct  and  the  world  has  come  to 
an  end,  please  disregard  what  follows. 
Otherwise,  read  on! ) 

Members  of  the  Lighthouse  Gospel 
Tract  Foundation  first  were  told  by  their 
leader  that  late  June  was  the  time  for 
“the  rapture”  —  an  end-of-the- world 
event  that  some  fundamentalist 
Christians  believe  is  specifically  pre¬ 
dicted  in  the  Bible.  Characteristics  of 
“the  rapture”  include  a  belief  that  all 
true  believers  —  both  those  still  living 
and  those  who  have  died  —  will  ascend 
into  heaven,  their  bodies  being  lifted  up 
to  meet  a  waiting  Jesus  above  the  clouds. 

The  Arizona  group’s  leader  first 
calculated  the  time  of  "the  rapture”  by 
using  —  or  misusing  —  biblical  referen¬ 
ces  to  historical  events  in  the  Middle 
East.  Some  of  the  40  to  50  "believers” 
sold  all  their  posessions  to  prepare  for 
“the  rapture.”  But  after  waiting  well 
beyond  a  rescheduled  deadline  for  it  to  oc¬ 
cur,  their  leader  announced  that  he  ap¬ 
parently  had  miscalculated.  He  predic¬ 
tably  recalculated  and  announced  a  new 
date  —  August  7.  No  doubt  there  will  be 
another  announcement  regarding  yet 
another  “miscalculation,"  and  very 
likely  a  new  date  for  “the  rapture” 
predicted  within  the  next  few  days. 
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These  “miscalculations”  are  only  the 
latest  in  a  long  series  of  such 
"miscalculations”  which  span  the  cen¬ 
turies.  Several  times  a  year,  in  our 
nation  alone,  bands  of  naive,  well- 
meaning,  people  are  victimized  into 
following  “religious  pied  pipers”  who 
make  similar  predictions  and  promises. 
Time  after  time  “rapture”  deadlines 
come  and  go  with  their  predictors  pro¬ 
nouncing  for  their  followers  —  some  of 
whom  are  now  homeless  and  penniless  — 
a  benediction:  “Sorry,  but  we  miscal¬ 
culated.” 

Unfortunately,  that  is  not  the  worst 
aspect  of  such  efforts  to  use  “biblical 
prophecy”  to  predict  “end-time” 
events.  The  most  destructive  aspect  of 
such  efforts  is  the  fundamental  misuse 
and  misunderstanding  of  the  message  and 
purpose  of  Holy  Scripture.  A  sect’s  “true 
believers”  —  who  usually  are,  for¬ 
tunately,  small  in  number  —  are  victims 
of  their  blind  faith  in  their  leader.  Even 
more  serious,  however,  is  the  much 
larger  group  of  persons  who  are  victi- ' 
mized  indirectly,  and  even  unknowingly, 
by  the  distorted  image  “true  believers" 
project  upon  them  regarding  what  it 
means  to  use  the  Bible  as  one’s  source  of 
inspiration  and  guidance.  This  negative 
impact  of  this  misunderstanding  of  scrip¬ 
ture  by  “true  believers”  is  multiplied  by 
the  frequently  generous  attention  the 
public  news  media  gives  them  due  to  the 
bizarre  nature  of  their  prediction  that 
“the  rapture”  is  about  to  happen. 

The  Bible  is  not  a  book  of  specific  pre¬ 
dictions  about  the  future.  The  Bible  is 
rather  a  book  of  many  faithful  persons’ 
testimonies  regarding  how  God  has 
revealed  Himself  to  humankind  over  the 
centuries,  and  how  He  teaches  us  to  live 
in  relation  to  Him,  to  one  another,  and  to 
the  world.  If  we  are,  as  Jesus  suggested, 
always  in  a  state  of  “readiness”  for  the 
“end  time,”  we  need  not  be  preoccupied 
at  all  with  trying  to  predict  when  that  will 
be.  We  just  wish  that  somehow  it  were 
possible  to  get  as  much  public  media  ex¬ 
posure  to  this  normative  understanding 
of  the  Bible’s  nature  and  purpose  as  the 
next  predictor  of  “the  rapture”  will 
receive. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Houston,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  300  member- 
families  of  the  Garden  Villas  UMC  in 
Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Houston,  who  ac¬ 
tually  joined  us  last  week,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) .  ’  ’ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  article 
headlined  “Women  Ministers  Support 
ERA.”  (TM/UMR  July  3).  I  am  less  con¬ 
cerned  with  “equal  rights”  than  the  atti¬ 
tudes  I  see  in  many  people  today. 

The  Bible  says  a  woman  should  be  “in 
subjection"  to  her  husband  in  I  Peter  3:1. 
For  those  who  have  no  husband  —  ac¬ 
cording  to  Isaiah  54:5  “your  maker  is 
your  husband."  Why  do  we  as  women  get 
out  and  fight  for  rights  when  God  loves  us 
and  wants  to  care  for  us?  Why  do  we 
sacrifice  femininity  for  a  spirit  of 
hatefulness  “to  get  what  belongs  to  us”? 

I  worked  as  a  waitress  several  years 
ago  when  a  group  from  NOW  came  in.  I 
was  ashamed  to  be  a  woman  during  those 
two  days!  They  were  rude,  obscene, 
hateful  and  unfeminine  in  every  way.  I 
do  not  recall  seeing  one  woman  with  a 
meek  or  gentle  spirit  in  that  group! 

Just  as  the  small  child  tightly  holds  on 
to  a  toy  someone  tries  to  take  from  him, 
he  may  offer  it  freely  if  they  approach 
him  with  kindness;  so  it  is  on  our  jobs. 
We  do  our  best,  keep  a  happy,  victorious 
spirit  about  us,  and  trust  God  to  provide 
the  “rights"  we  need. 

I  am  a  single  parent,  I  know  what 
struggle  is,  but  I  also  know  according  to 
scripture  we  must  “die  to  self,”  and  this 


includes  rights. 

If  you  want  total  equality,  look  at  coun¬ 
tries  where  they  have  it.  They  wear  the 
same  clothes  and  swing  pick  axes  or 
do  other  physical  labor  too  heavy  for  a 
woman.  I  prefer  womanhood  under  God 
as  He  ordained  it.  My  Bible  says  “But  my 
God  shall  supply  all  your  needs  according 
to  his  riches  in  Glory  by  Jesus  Christ.” 
This  means  I  do  not  have  to  demand 
because  as  I  trust  Him,  my  needs  will  be 
met. 

The  spirit  of  the  ERA  seems  to  be  one 
of  rebellion,  demanding  from  humans 
the  freedom  only  God  can  provide.  Are 
our  rights  as  citizens  worth  more  than 
our  eternal  salvation?  .  ..  „ 

Jane  Hall 
Carrollton,  Texas 

Missionary  needs  magazines 

To  the  Editor: 

Through  this  letter  I  hope  to  assist  a 
missionary  in  Cairo,  Egypt.  She  is  in 
charge  of  an  active  music  center  there. 
She  needs  six  volumes  of  the  magazine 
“Music  Ministry.”  My  request  is  to 
readers  who  might  have  these  and  would 
be  so  kind  as  to  send  them  to  her.  The 
issues  needed  are:  April  1962,  Vol.  Ill, 
No.  4;  December  1964,  Vol.  VI,  No.  4;  Oc¬ 
tober  1966,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  2;  December 

My  Witness 


1969,  Vol.  2,  No.  4;  June  1978,  Vol.  10,  No. 
10,  and  August  1978,  Vol.  10,  No.  12. 

The  magazines  should  be  sent  to 
Katherine  Jacobsen,  Box  1422,  Cairo, 
Egypt.  UAH.  GertnjdeCSuppe 

South  Gate,  California 

Is  support  of  military 
programs  intelligent? 

To  the  Editor : 

I  have  been  thinking  about  the 
statement  by  William  Henderson  in  his 
letter  printed  in  the  issue  of  June  19  that 
“it  is  not  intelligent  to  support  costly 
social  programs  of  the  government 
without  even  considering  the  eventual 
bankruptcy  that  must  come  to  the 
nation.” 

First,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that,  as  a 
Christian,  I  must  deal  with  the  mandate 
of  Christ  to  “do  unto  the  least"  and  that 
as  a  citizen  I  must  seek  to  do  that  collec¬ 
tively  as  well  as  individually,  there  is 
also  the  conviction  within  me  that  not  to 
endeavor  to  meet  human  needs  is  even 
more  costly.  This  would  apply  both  to  the 
personal  as  well  as  the  financial  cost. 

Second,  is  it  any  more  intelligent  to 
support  costly  military  programs  that 
have  no  social  benefit,  are  wasteful  of 


Listening  to  6 the  little  voice’ can  bring 
many  blessings  to  neighbors  and  self 


By  ANNA  BURLEIGH 

Do  you  ever  hear  a  little  voice  —  telling 
you  to  do  something  —  an  impulse  to  ex¬ 
press  love  or  concern?  How  often  we 
repress  that  impulse  with  a  kind  of  self 
inhibition  —  we  are  too  shy  —  we  would 
be  meddling.  Should  we  really  say  any¬ 
thing? 

And  why  not?  If  you  FEEL  like  giving 
someone  a  hug,  DO!  Maybe  your  “hug" 
is  a  phone  call.  Two  special  friends  of 
mine  have  perfected  the  technique  of 
what  they  call  the  “timely  phone  call.” 
Said  one,  “You  know,  I  haven’t  talked  to 
Sally  for  several  weeks,  but  I  have  the 
feeling  I  should  call  her.  But,  it  is  supper¬ 
time,  or  I  might  be  interrupting  some¬ 
thing  .  .  .  NO,  I  WILL  CALL.  And,  quite 
often,  this  feeling  has  come  at  a  time 
when  the  call  was  especially  needed.  I 
didn’t  know  what  the  need  was,  but  the 
impulse  was  to  call,  and  I  found  the  need 
after  the  call  was  made.” 

Maybe  your  “hug”  is  to  leave  a  fresh 
flower  on  somebody's  desk,  or  doorstep. 
There  is  a  secret  friend  in  our  factory 
who  comes  around  from  time  to  time  and 
leaves  a  few  fresh  flowers  on  the  desk, 
and  that  makes  me  feel  like  a  queen.  It  is 
just  such  a  wonderful  thing.  Maybe  your 
“hug”  is  to  give  somebody  a  little  pat  on 
the  shoulder,  or  a  squeeze  of  the  hand. 
“Hey,  you  did  a  great  job.  That  was 
really  neat.”  Maybe  your  “hug”  is 
coming  around  with  a  pot  of  soup,  or  a 
dish  of  cookies  on  moving  day  . 

‘Hug’  may  be  a  letter 

Your  “hug”  may  be  a  letter  to  a  friend 
or  relative.  In  our  neighborhood  is  a  won¬ 
derful  friend  to  whom  I  turn  with  a  lot  of 
family  concerns  and  crises  and  emer¬ 
gencies.  More  than  once  she  has  said,  in 
her  very  confident,  loving  manner, 
“Well,  I’ll  write  a  note  (to  the  troubled 
person).  God  will  give  me  the  right 
words.”  It  is  sometimes  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  note,  and  the  right  words  are  given. 

A  number  of  years  ago  we  lived  in  a 
neighborhood  of  growing  families  and 
growing  houses.  There  was  a  lot  of  con¬ 
struction  and  new  buildings.  One  day  a 
group  of  the  neighborhood  children  went 
tearing  right  across  the  street  —  without 
looking  in  either  direction  —  to  a  new 
building  site  where  they  could  play 
“watch  the  carpenters  and  the  plumb¬ 
ers.”  Mike  was  only  eight  years  old,  and 
his  legs  weren’t  quite  as  long  as  the 
others.  Big  brother  had  a  head  start,  but 
Mike  had  to  follow  along  after  the  others. 
“Hey,  fellas,  wait  for  me!”  He  ran  right 
out  between  two  parked  cars,  directly  in¬ 


to  the  path  of  an  oncoming  car. 

Michael’s  parents  were  in  the  yard 
about  a  hundred  feet  away  and  saw  the 
accident.  They  knew  it  could  not  have 
been  prevented  in  any  way.  The  driver 
was  not  speeding,  but  it  happened  that 
there  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  road  which 
impaired  visibility.  Michael  was  killed 

Parents  tried  to  help  driver 

All  the  neighbors  rallied  around  as  best 
we  could.  We  went  to  the  parents  and 
tried  to  share  our  love  and  support,  tried 
to  help  the  big  brother  understand  and 
accept  his  loss.  One  of  the  most  difficult 
acceptances  was  that  of  the  driver  of  the 
car,  a  young  woman  who  was  the  mother 
of  two  young  children.  For  weeks  she 
could  not  accept  the  accident  and  forgive 
herself.  The  parents  of  the  dead  child 
went  to  the  driver  and  tried  to  express 
their  love  and  forgiveness,  saying,  “Mrs. 
D’Amico,  we  saw  the  accident.  We  know 
you  were  not  negligent.  There  was 
nothing  that  could  have  avoided  it.  It  just 
happened,  and  you  have  our  love  and 
prayers.” 

Then  another  neighbor,  who  didn’t 
know  the  driver,  had  never  met  her, 
began  to  feel  concern.  A  little  voice  said, 
“Do  something,  do  something!”  Louise 
felt  she  should  write  to  the  driver  and 
there  were  lots  of  discussions  at  home. 
Husband  Bob  said,  “Oh,  no!  You  just 
stay  out  of  it.  Don’t  meddle.  It  would  be 
an  imposition.  You  don’t  know  the 
woman  and  you  have  no  business  writing 
to  a  stranger.”  But  Louise  thought  about 
it  and  the  little  voice  kept  telling  her, 
“You’d  better  write.” 

Louise  did  write,  “Dear  Mrs.  D’Amico, 
please  excuse  my  taking  the  liberty  to 
write  to  you,  without  knowing  you,  to  tell 
you  that  many  people  in  town  who  are 
strangers  to  you  are  still  praying  for  your 
peace  and  acceptance.  Go,  with  the  love 
and  prayers  of  your  neighbors,  and  the 
love  of  God,  knowing  your  place  in  His 
world  is  secure,  and  this  is  not  anything 
for  which  we  hold  you  responsible.” 

With  some  concern  she  mailed  the  let¬ 
ter.  Weeks  later  we  heard  from  Mrs. 
D’Amico’s  minister  that  this  letter  was 
the  one  most  important  to  her.  When  that 
letter  came  she  had  been  at  the  point  of 
taking  her  own  life  because  she  was  in 
such  terrible  anguish  over  the  accident. 
She  read  the  letter  over  and  over  again. 
She  had  expected  support  from  her  own 
friends  and  family,  but  this  letter  meant 
so  much  because  it  came  from  a  stranger 
—  from  someone  who  did  not  know  her 
but  just  took  time  to  write  and  say  “Hey, 


we  love  you,  and  God  loves  you.  Carry 
on.” 

Many  months  later  Mrs.  D’Amico 
wrote  a  note  to  Louise,  the  stranger.  “We 
have  never  met,  but  I  thank  you  because 
your  letter  helped  me  to  hold  on  —  helped 
to  save  my  life.” 

So,  I  tell  you,  any  time  you  hear  a  little 
voice,  LISTEN  to  it.  God  will  give  you  the 
right  words.  It  is  the  little  voice  of  LOVE 
.  .  .  telling  you  to  love  your  neighbor  .  .  . 
and  let  him  know  it. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contribution,  Mrs.  Anna 
Butleigh,  is  a  member  of  the  Culver- 
Palms  UMC  in  Culver  City,  California 
(Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference). 


natural  and  human  resources,  have  been 
shown  to  be  financially  beneficial  more 
to  the  few  than  to  the  many  as  well  as 
conducive  to  inefficiency?  Certainly  the 
deployment  of  resources  to  non¬ 
productive  purposes  is  more  likely  to 
lead  to  bankruptcy  than  using  them  in 
serving  needs.  Sometimes  the  right 
questions  are  asked  in  the  wrong  places. 

Walter  B.  Barger 
Olean,  New  York 

Flag  is  not  worshiped 

To  the  Editor : 

I  was  appalled  at  the  attitude  of  George 
Gardner  Hill  regarding  special  attention 
given  the  American  flag  (TM/UMR  let¬ 
ters,  June  26).  I  have  not  known  a  single 
patriotic  American  who  worships  the 
flag.  It  is  a  symbol  of  the  things  our 
nation  stands  for.  Mr.  Hill  has  enjoyed 
the  freedoms  and  equal  opportunities  it 
stands  for.  Does  he  know  that  each  tribe 
of  Israel  had  a  flag  displayed  in  camp? 

I  appreciate  the  efforts  that  Cokesbury 
is  making  to  have  the  flag  displayed. 

Juanita  Atteberry 
Lincoln,  Illinois 

Column  on  ‘evangelistic 

traditions’  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  happy  to  read  the  article  in  the 
June  5  “My  Witness"  column  by  Richard 
Gillespie  headlined  “A  healthy  UMC  will 
keep  to  its  historic  evangelistic  tradi¬ 
tions.”  I  wholeheartedly  agree  with  him. 
This  is  not  only  a  historic  tradition  in 
Methodism ;  it  is  also  the  one  great  com¬ 
mand  Christ  gave  us  all  to  do,  to  go  into 
the  whole  world  and  preach  the  gospel  of 
repentance  and  forgiveness,  that  all 
might  receive  forgiveness  and  have 
everlasting  life. 

I  also  think  it  would  help  the  church 
membership  if  an  altar  call  were  given  at 
times  during  the  year.  More  people,  I’m 
sure,  could  find  healing,  not  only  for  their 
bodies,  but  also  for  their  peace  of  mind  if 
they  first  became  born-again  Christians. 

If  our  ministers  and  members  again 
became  sensitive  to  this  great  need,  I 
believe  our  churches  will  once  again 
have  full  attendance  when  worship  ser-' 
vices  are  in  progress. 

Charlotte  Stata 
Massena,  New  York 


Parenting  is 
never  easy-and 
being  a  single-parent 
family  compounds  the 
problem.  Stress,  anxiety 
and  depression  can  occur  in  both  the 
adult  and  the  children.  Warren  Village 
in  Denver  houses  over  90  single-parent 
families,  providing  a  learning  center  to 
help  children  with  both  educational 
deficiencies  and  behavioral  problems. 
Currently  more  than  120  children,  in¬ 
fants  through  age 
12,  are  cared  for. 
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ADMNCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
NATIONAL  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  Y  10027 


Care  includes 
generous  doses 
of  love,  along  with 
health  screening  pro¬ 
grams  and  nutritious  meals. 
Warren  Village  has  become  a  model  for 
such  single-parent  programs,  and  is  re¬ 
lated  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
through  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Your  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  gift,  in  any  amount,  will 
provide  continuing  help  to  children 
passing  through  the  trauma  of  losing  a 
parent  through  divorce  or  death. 


Your  check  will  translate  love  into  action. 


Warren 

Village 
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Servant  image  featured 
at  Evangelism  Festival 


HONOLULU—  Representing  only  five  of  the  more  than  90  nations  with  delegates  at  the  14th  World  Methodist  Conference,  these 
flag  and  banner  bearers  lead  more  than  2,500  Methodists  down  Kalakaua  Avenue  here  in  a  final  night  evangelism  rally. 
Hundreds  of  tourists  and  residents  watched  from  the  famed  Waikiki  Beach  as  marchers  carried  the  flags  from  each  nation  and 
sang  hymns  along  the  one-mile  route.  —tm/umr  staff  photo 

Methodists  tackle  issues 

World  parley  adopts  large  number  of  resolutions 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

HONOLULU  —  In  the  closing  hours  of 
the  14th  World  Methodist  Conference 
here  last  week,  Methodists  from  90  coun¬ 
tries  shaped  statements  on  more  than  a 
dozen  world-wide  issues  and  then  took  to 
the  streets  to  symbolize  their  “Mission 
To  The80’s.” 

Nearly  2,500  participants  representing 
more  than  60  denominations  of  Wesleyan 
tradition  marched  behind  a  banner 
proclaiming  themselves  “Aflame  for 
Christ.”  Hundreds  of  tourists  and 
residents  witnessed  the  parade  down 
Kalakaua  Avenue,  paralleling  the  famed 
Waikiki  Beach,  to  a  rally  at  the  Waikiki 
Shell  in  the  shadow  of  Diamond  Head 
crater. 

While  hearing  more  than  a  dozen 
major  addresses  and  sermons  during  the 
week  urging  a  visible  witness  of  the 
Christian  faith  to  the  world,  delegates 
also  produced  resolutions  in  an  un¬ 
precedented  number. 

Resolutions  approved  in  sessions  of  the 
whole  Conference,  or  its  500-member 
Council,  dealt  with  economic,  political 
and  human  rights  issues,  in  such  far- 
flung  places  as  South  Africa,  the  Middle 
East,  and  El  Salvador. 

One  statement  called  for  the  end  of 
dumping  of  nuclear  wastes  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  supported  “the  desire  of  the 
Pacififc  peoples  to  declare  and  establish 
the  region  as  a  Nuclear  Free  zone.” 

Another  resolution  called  upon 
Methodist  denominations  around  the 
world  to  declare  the  80’s  as  “a  time  for 
emphasizing  and  strengthening  the  local 
church  as  the  basic  means  of  world  wide 
evangelism.” 

In  one  of  the  first  resolutions  adopted 
the  body  condemned  “the  white  con¬ 
trolled”  government  of  South  Africa  for 
its  “defiant  attitude”  in  continuing  its 
policy  of  racial  separation.  Member 
bodies  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
are  urged  by  the  resolution  to  bring 
pressure  upon  that  government  by  such 
nonviolent  means  as  the  breaking  of 


commercial,  cultural  and  athletic  ties. 

In  what  was  perhaps  the  most  heavily 
debated  resolution  the  Conference 
declared  that  the  “wholeness  of  the 
majority  of  the  human  beings”  in  El 
Salvador  “is  sacrificed  to  the  selfishness 
of  the  few  through  the  exercise  of 
military  dictatorships.”  The  statement 
denounced  the  “intervention”  of  the 
United  States  in  that  country  as 
“negating  the  right  to  self-determi¬ 
nation.” 

A  substitute  resolution  sponsored 
primarily  by  delegates  from  the  United 
States  opposed  efforts  by  both  “the  ex¬ 
treme  right  and  the  extreme  left.”  The 
substitute  also  called  for  an  international 

‘Peace  awards’ 
given  two  men 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HONOLULU  —  Lord  Donald  Soper,  a 
London  street  preacher,  and  the  Rev. 
Abel  Hendricks,  a  “colored”  leader  for 
Christian  justice  and  liberation  in  South 
Africa,  were  named  as  recipients  of  the 
Methodist  World  Peace  Award. 

Lord  Soper  is  described  as  the  leading 
pacifist  in  Great  Britain  and  has  been  a 
preacher  at  London’s  Hyde  Park  corner 
for  50  years.  Throughout  his  ministry  he 
has  conducted  an  open-air  meeting  each 
Wednesday  and  each  Sunday  in  Hyde 
Park.  He  is  a  former  president  of  British 
Methodism  and  was  superintendent  of 
the  West  London  Mission  for  about  40 
years. 

Dr.  Hendricks  pioneered  work  in  the 
Cape  Flats  in  Cape  Town  where  black 
South  Africans  were  being  placed  by  the 
thousands  under  that  nation’s  policies  of 
racial  separateness.  He  and  his  wife 
established  a  ministry  in  their  two-room 
house  and  Dr.  Hendricks  used  his  car  as 
his  office.  The  mission  now  includes  five 
congregations  with  more  than  2,000 
s  members  and  ministers  to  the  Muslim 
community  as  well  as  the  Christians. 


effort  “to  stop  the  flow  of  arms”  into  the 
area  “from  all  sources.”  The  attempt  to 
replace  the  original  resolution  sponsored 
by  the  combined  Latin  American 
delegates  was  defeated  after  several 
speakers  from  Latin  America  urged  sup¬ 
port  for  their  resolution. 

In  another  resolution  “the  rush  of  both 
superpowers  to  pour  arms  and  their  own 
antagonisms  into  the  Middle  East  adding 
fuel  to  the  steaming  cauldron  of 
suspicion  and  ill  will”  was  condemned. 
In  the  same  resolution  Israel  was  called 
on  to  stop  “its  newly  enunciated  policy  of 
preemptory  strikes  against  innocent 
residents  of  Beirut  and  other  places.” 
The  statement  also  condemned  acts  of 
terrorism  “against  Israeli  villages  and 
repeated  threats  to  destroy  that  nation.” 
The  use  of  urban  centers  as  bases  of 
operation  for  Palestinian  and  other 
groups  which  “endanger  the  lives  of  in¬ 
nocent  people”  was  also  condemned. 

Other  resolutions  called  on  Methodists 
everywhere  to  resist  all  forms  of  racism 
and  bigotry  and  to  “see  that  all  women 
are  treated  equally,  and  further,  that 
every  effort  be  put  forth  to  end  sexist 
language  within  the  Christian  context.” 

The  Conference  “repudiate(d)  in¬ 
ternational  policies  which  are  based  on 
economic  convenience  or  on  the  sup¬ 
posed  need  for  national  security,  and 
especially  those  that  provide  financial 
anc}  military  support  to  governments 
whose  systematic  violation  of  human 
rights  has  been  proved.”  Member 
churches  were  called  on  to  resist  “eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  systems  that  exploit, 
dehumanize  and  destroy .  ’  ’ 

Additional  resolutions  supported  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  opposed 
alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  and  called  on 
member  bodies  to  enter  fully  into  the  use 
of  television. 

As  many  resolutions  as  were  passed 
had  to  be  referred  to  the  body’s  executive 
committee  after  time  for  consideration 
of  resolutions  —  which  had  been 
lengthened  substantially  over  previous 
conferences  —  expired. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  More  than  8,000 
delegates  from  150  denominations  and 
para-church  organizations  across  the 
U.S.,  who  met  at  the  American  Festival 
of  Evangelism  here  last  week,  were 
reminded  by  United  Methodist  and  other 
religious  leaders  to  remember  “Whom 
we  serve  through  our  efforts.” 

That  theme  seemed  to  emanate  from 
most  of  the  200  workshops,  seminars  and 
“parable  church”  sessions  which 
covered  topics  from  evangelizing 
residents  of  apartments  and  con¬ 
dominiums  to  fasting  to  teaching  wives 
of  traveling  evangelists  to  “deal  with  the 
problems  of  absentee  husbands.” 
Workshop  leaders  included  speakers 
from  various  mainline  churches,  smaller 
denominations  and  para-church  organ¬ 
izations. 

Dr.  George  Hunter  III,  head  of  the 
evangelism  section,  UM  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  led  two  seminars  on 
equipping  Christians  for  evangelism.  Dr. 
Hunter,  a  member  of  the  festival’s 
program  committee,  told  his  seminars 
that  local  churches  especially  have  the 
potential  to  evangelize  in  their  com¬ 
munities  “if  we  will  recognize  that  we’re 
already  equipped.” 

“We  have  to  approach  evangelism 
within  the  total  mission  of  the  church, 
and  Christians  must  unite,”  Dr.  Hunter 
said.  “And  we  have  to  stop  being  so  con¬ 
cerned  with  denominational  idiosyn¬ 
crasies.  Any  differences  in  the  Christian 
church  are  merely  differences  in  em¬ 
phases.  We  are  all  called  to  evangelize.” 

The  Rev.  John  Ed  Matheson  of  Frazer 
UMC  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  conducted 
workshops  on  parable  churches  (those 
actively  practicing  evangelism)  and  also 
discussed  the  role  of  evangelism  in  church 
growth.  Matheson  said  his  church  has 
had  a  net  gain  of  1,200  new  members 
during  the  last  four  years  and  “most  of 
those  were  on  ‘profession  of  faith'  rather 
than  just  transfers.”  Mr.  Matheson  told 
participants  that  the  key  to  church 
growth  was  strong  and  diverse  programs 
for  different  ages  and  groups  and 
“keeping  new  members  interested." 

Does  it  make  a  difference? 

“Even  after  a  person  turns  himself 
over  to  Christ  and  joins  a  church,  he  or 
she  wonders  if  their  joining  really  makes 
a  difference,”  he  said.  “But  we  require 
new  people  to  become  active  in  church 
and  limit  holding  any  position  in  the 
church  to  two  years,  so  that  everyone 
gets  a  chance.  Our  worship  attendance 
has  increased  along  with  our  mem¬ 
bership,  which  indicates  that  people  are 
becoming  committed  to  the  church 
through  the  church  and  not  just  joining.” 

Delegates  herded  into  meetings  start¬ 
ing  at  7:30  a.m.  for  a  morning  prayer 
service  and  plenary  session  in  the  10,000- 
seat  Municipal  Auditorium.  Then  they 
broke  up  into  morning  seminars  and 
workshops. 

After  lunch,  there  were  more  seminars 
and  then  time  for  visits  to  the  exhibit  hall 
where  the  more  than  150  groups  set  up 
booths  to  display  books,  pamphlets, 
albums,  organs  and  some  free  in¬ 
formation  about  what  their  brand  of 
evangelism  is  all  about. 

Evening  plenary  sessions  were  full  of 
rousing  music  and  prayers  and  stirring 


-DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT:  Person  to 
establish  financial  resource  program  to  include 
alumni  relations,  annual  fund,  endowment,  etc.  in 
unique  bilingual,  church-related  school.  Salary 
negotiable.  Dr.  N.  E.  Gonzales,  Lydia  Patterson 
•Institute.  Box  11.  El  Paso.  TX  79940,  (915  )  533-8286. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  ADULT  CHOIR.  Send 
•inquiries  or  resume  to  Casa  Linda  UMC,  1800  Barnes 
Bridge  Road.  Dallas.  TX  75228,  Attention  Ms. 
Brochu 


CLASSIFIED 


FULL-TIME  Position  available  for  Director  of  Age 
Level  Ministries.  Primary  responsibilities  with 
Youth.  Secondary  responsibilities  with  children's 
programming,  and  activities  for  singles,  young 
marrieds,  older  adults  and  the  educable  mentally 
handicapped.  First  UMC.  211  Washington  St. 
■Frankfort,  KY  40601.  Phone  (502  )  227-7430. 


YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  for 
continued  development  of  team  ministry  in  growing 
church.  Program  development,  organizational  skills, 
training  ability  essential.  For  job  description  and 
additional  information:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  819,  Winter 
Park,  FL  32790. 


Immigration  policy  rapped 

New  Reagan  administration  plan  seen  as  restrictive 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  The  long-awaited 
immigration  policy  from  the  Reagan 
administration  came  last  week,  but  it 
was  not  welcomed  by  some  church 
people  who  work  with  Cuban  and  Haitian 
refugees. 

“I  think  it’s  the  general  tone  of  this 
administration  to  be  rather  restrictive 
and  fairly  hardline,”  said  John  Tenhula, 
who  is  involved  in  refugee  advocacy  for 
the  National  Council  of  Churches-related 
Church  World  Service. 


"We  raised  $186,000 
in  9  months  despite 
historically  high  interest 
rates  and  inflation" 

—Reverend  R.  Van  Fossan 
Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church 

Mott  of  the  funds  were  raised  through  sale  of  10%  and  12%  bonds. 
Our  do-it-yourself  fundraising  program  was  prepared  by  our  own 
Finance  Committee  comprised  of  successful  business  and  professional 
people. 

We  will  gladly  share  the  program  with  others  for  a  modest  charge. 
The  kit  contains  everything  you  need:  Bond  Prospectus,  applications, 
sample  certificates,  promotional  materials  and  the  sample  advertise¬ 
ments  and  publications  used  to  advertise  our  bonds  for  sale. 

For  complete  information,  write: 

Randy  E.  VanFossan,  Pastor 
361  Centennial  Court 
Bourbonnais,  Illinois  60914 
or  phone: 

Area  815-932-4011 


Mr.  Tenhula  is  particularly  worried 
about  provisions  of  the  policy  which  call 
for  intercepting  boat  loads  of 
undocumented  aliens  at  sea,  and 
returning  them  to  where  they  came 
from. 

During  a  press  conference  in 
Washington,  the  attorney  general  said 
that  immigration  officers  would  be  on 
board  to  judge  whether  the  sea-going 
persons  were  eligible  for  admission 
status,  such  as  the  one  for  those  seeking 
asylum  from  an  oppressive  government. 


What  happens  on  the  seas? 

“If  in  Miami,  where  we  have  a  center 
defending  Haitians,  we  don’t  always 
have  due  process,  we  wonder  what  will 
happen  on  the  high  seas,”  (far  from 
attorneys  hired  with  Church  World 
Service  money  and  from  the  Haitian 
Refugee  Center,  Inc.),  said  Roman 
Catholic  Father  Gerard  Jean-Juste,  the 
director  of  that  center. 

Father  Jean-Juste  also  is  concerned 
about  what  will  happen  to  Haitians 
forced  to  return.  Of  the  25  Haitians 
deported  in  June  before  refugee  center 
attorneys  got  a  court  order  temporarily 
halting  deportations,  little  has  been 
heard  officially.  Father  Jean-Juste,  a 
Haitian  himself,  said  they  have  been 
jailed. 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Craig,  the  staff 
person  for  the  refugee  committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  said  since  the  Haitians  are 
the  only  undocumented  aliens  arriving 
by  boat,  the  interception  policy  seems 
discriminatory. 

“Basically  I  think  we’re  dealing  with  a 
racial  issue,”  he  said.  Virtually  all  who 
come  from  Haiti  are  black. 

Dr.  Craig  also  is  concerned  about  the 
effects  of  the  policy  on  keeping  families 
together  —  or  reunifying  those  who  have 
been  separated. 

Under  the  policy  all  Cubans  and 
Haitians  arriving  prior  to  Jan.  1,  1981, 


could  apply  for  a  temporary  entry  card, 
renewable  every  three  years.  After  five 
years,  these  Cubans  and  Haitians  could 
apply  for  permanent  residency  provided 
they  were  not  otherwise  deportable  and 
can  demonstrate  "English  language 
capability.” 

Families  not  provided  for 

No  provision  was  included,  however, 
for  bringing  over  other  members  of  their 
immediate  or  extended  families.  A 
similar  provision  —  for  all  other  illegal 
aliens  who  arrived  in  the  United  States 
prior  to  Jan.  1,  1980  —  specifically 
excludes  bringing  in  spouses  or  children. 

“According  to  refugees  in  Miami,  we 
have  accounts  of  30,000  families  which 
were  split”  during  the  mass  immigration 
from  Cuba  last  year,  the  Rev.  Roberto 
Perez,  a  Cuban  United  Methodist 
minister  in  Miami,  told  TM/UMR. 

“The  Cuban  government  split 
families,"  explained  Lilia  Fernandez, 
refugee  specialist  with  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

The  part  of  the  proposal  allowing 
Cubans  and  Haitians  to  apply  for 
permanent  residency  after  five  years 
angers  Father  Jean-Juste. 

Referring  to  the  exodus  from  Haiti 
which  began  in  1972  after  Jean  Claude 
Duvalier,  following  his  father  into  power, 
showed  his  government  would  be  little 
different,  the  priest  said: 

“Haitians  have  been  here  for  nine 
years  now,  and  we  expect  legal  status 
from  this  administration”  without 
waiting  another  five. 

The  policy  which  will  allow  up  to  50,000 
Mexican  nationals  to  enter  this  country 
annually  in  the  temporary  worker 
program  also  forbids  them  to  bring  their 
spouses  and  minor  children. 

“This  provision  really  looks  like 
something  to  provide  cheap  labor,"  Dr. 
Craig  said.  “It  is  also  separating 
families.” 


speeches  calling  Christians  to  unity,  holy 
boldness,  and  obedience.  Evening 
speakers  included  the  Rev.  Thomas  Zim¬ 
merman,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Assemblies  of  God,  and  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  for  the  festival, 
evangelist  Luis  Palau,  the  Rev.  Harold 
Carter  of  the  New  Shiloh  Baptist  Church 
in  Baltimore  and  the  Rev.  Billy  Graham. 

Though  festival  delegates  and  drop- 
pers-by  from  this  area  filled  the  con¬ 
vention  halls,  auditorium  and  nearby 
hotels,  the  crowd  was  nowhere  near  the 
20,000  executive  coordinator  Paul  Ben¬ 
jamin  said  were  expected  to  attend. 
United  Methodist  participation 
was  relatively  low,  due  in  part  to  conflicts 
whether  the  Kansas  East  conference 
UM’s  should  participate. 

Though  the  BOD  provided  $1,000  seed 
money  for  the  festival,  according  to  Dr. 
Hunter,  BOD  executive  secretary  Ezra 
Earl  Jones  said  there  were  no  UM’s 
representing  the  church  in  any  official 
capacity  at  the  festival. 

One  notable  aspect  of  the  festival  was 
the  racial  and  ethnic  diversity  of  the 
crowd  and  of  topics  discussed  in 
workshops.  Though  the  bulk  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  were  white  middle  class  men 
and  women,  blacks  especially  and  other 
ethnic  groups  were  there  in  visible 
though  not  overwhelming  numbers. 

Various  workshops  addressed  the 
questions  and  concerns  in  evangelizing 
blacks,  native  Americans,  Hispanics, 
Jews  and  followers  of  eastern  religions 
and  cross-cultural  evangelism. 

A  less  typical  trait  of  the  meeting  of 
evangelists  was  the  emphasis  on  social 
action  as  a  means  of  evangelism.  Charles 
Colson,  of  Watergate  fame,  who  heads  the 


Prison  Fellowship  program,  told  a  press 
conference  that  budget  cuts  by  the 
Reagan  administration  and  the  dim  fate 
of  many  social  aid  programs  have  cre¬ 
ated  “the  perfect  moment  for  the  church 
to  step  forward  and  reclaim  its  role  in 
social  action.” 

Though  his  main  emphasis  was  on  the 
idea  of  prison  reform,  Mr.  Colson  said, 
“The  Christian  church  in  America  can  be 
an  agency  for  social  changes.  We  for¬ 
feited  our  role  in  taking  care  of  the  op¬ 
pressed  —  the  least  of  these  —  and  let  Un¬ 
cle  Sam  do  it,  and  the  government  has 
failed  because  it  is  not  necessarily 
working  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

A  lesser  publicized  —  but  equally 
strong  message  calling  for  social  action 
evangelism  came  from  the  Rev.  Michael 
Haynes  of  the  Twelfth  Baptist  Church  in 
Boston.  Mr.  Haynes,  who  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Massachusetts  state  parole 
board,  said  Christians  must  recognize 
that  “there  is  no  just  evangelism  and 
then  social  action,  but  they  are  part  of 
the  same  thing.  Social  action  is  a  means 
of  God’s  love  and  compassion,  and  if  we 
are  truly  Christian  and  trying  to  save  the 
world,  we  have  to  fight  racism  and 
economic  oppression  and  other  injustices 
to  minority  and  the  poor,”  he  said. 

The  final  call  to  unity  and  action  came 
from  the  Rev.  Billy  Graham  on  Thursday 
night.  Mr.  Graham  told  the  assembly 
that  the  inhabitants  of  every  God-fearing 
country  in  the  world  are  crying  for 
deliverance  from  social  problems  that 
are  destroying  this  world.  “This  should 
give  us  a  sense  of  urgency  greater  than 
anything  the  Church  has  ever  ex¬ 
perienced,"  Mr.  Graham  said.  “We 
stand  at  the  heart  of  a  world  revolution. 


4 Peace  Pilgrim  ’  killed 
in  two-car  accident 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

VALPARAISO,  Ind.  -  Mildred  Nor¬ 
man,  72,  died  in  a  two-car  crash  near 
here  in  early  July. 

That  fact  is  not  notably  newsworthy  ex¬ 
cept  that  although  people  all  over  the 
country  knew  her,  almost  no  one  knew 
her  real  name.  To  thousands,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  small  towns,  she  was  known 
only  as  Peace  Pilgrim. 

Peace  Pilgrim  had  walked  across  the 
country  seven  times,  carrying  her  quiet 
witness  for  peace.  She  spoke  in  churches, 
to  civic  groups,  and  to  anyone  else  that 
would  invite  her.  She  accepted  no  money 
and  represented  no  one  but  herself. 

One  who  knew  Peace  Pilgrim  was  the 
Rev.  John  D.  Wolf  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Valparaiso.  Her  last  three 
public  speeches  were  at  two  worship  ser¬ 
vices  and  a  youth  meeting  at  his  church 
Sunday,  July  5,  two  days  before  she  died. 
Even  he  didn’t  know  her  real  name  until 
after  her  death. 

Mr.  Wolf  said  his  acquaintance  with 
Peace  Pilgrim  went  back  25  years,  to 
1956  when  she  passed  through  Mar¬ 
tinsville,  Ind.,  where  he  was  a  pastor. 
She  was  just  beginning  her  pilgrimage 
for  peace,  he  recalls. 

He  next  saw  her  in  1960  when  he 
recognized  her  walking  along  an  in¬ 
terstate  highway.  They  were  going  in  op¬ 
posite  directions  and  he  managed  only  to 
wave  at  her. 

In  1979,  Mr.  Wolf  was  visiting  his  home 
church  in  Pocatello,  Idaho,  and  Peace 
Pilgrim  was  preaching  there.  He  invited 
her  to  Indiana,  and,  consulting  the  folded 
piece  of  paper  itinerary  which  she 
carried  with  her,  she  confirmed  that  she 
would  be  there  in  1981. 

Her  message  remained  constant  over 
the  years,  Mr.  Wolf  said.  In  essence,  it 
was,  “This  is  the  way  of  peace:  Over¬ 
come  evil  with  good,  and  falsehood  with 
truth,  and  hatred  with  love.  ’  ’ 

“My  weapon,”  she  liked  to  say,  “is 
love.  It  has  never  failed  me.” 

Her  weapon  didn’t  stop  her  from  being 
arrested  at  least  twice  for  vagrancy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Wolf.  But  her  attitude  of 
love  did  stop  one  motorist  who  offered 
her  a  ride,  then  told  her  he  intended  to 
abuse  her.  She  curled  up  in  the  back  of 
his  van,  went  to  sleep,  and  was  delivered 
unharmed  to  her  destination. 

Mr.  Wolf  said  that  Peace  Pilgrim 
claimed  to  have  been  successful  in 
business  in  her  early  years,  successful 
enough  that  it  took  her  15  years  to  divest 
herself  of  her  possessions  once  she 
caught  the  vision  that  she  must  go  on  a 
pilgrimage  for  peace. 

On  her  last  visit  to  Valparaiso,  Mr. 
Wolf  said,  she  stayed  at  the  parsonage 
five  days.  Mrs.  Wolf  washed  Peace 
Pilgrim’s  clothes,  and  she  occupied  their 
guest  room.  "She  was  immaculately 
clean,”  Mr.  Wolf  said,  “and  her  white 
hair  was  always  well  groomed. 

“Her  very  eyes  depicted  her  religious 
single-minded  commission.  And  there 
was  no  note  of  fear  in  her. 

“Her  eyesight  was  beginning  to  fail, 
and  she  told  me  she  was  accepting  more 
rides  now  than  she  used  to  when  she  was 
younger.  She  liked  to  watch  the  news  on 
television  and  she  could  discuss  current 
events  such  as  Begin  and  Sadat’s 
meetings. 

“She  kept  up  with  her  correspondence. 
I  found  out  after  her  death  that  her  sister 
in  Cologne,  N.J.,  was  her  contact  point. 
Her  sister  also  had  Peace  Pilgrim’s 
itinerary,  and  she  would  forward  her 
mail  to  General  Delivery  at  whatever 
town  she  was  scheduled  to  visit.  At  our 
house  she  borrowed  our  typewriter  and 
caught  up  on  her  letters. 

“People  sent  her  money  to  pay  for  her 
postage  and  printing,  but  she  never 


solicited  money. 

“Her  message  was  right  out  of  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount.  She  said  that  she  liked 
to  speak  to  United  Methodists  because 
she  knew  they  are  concerned  about 
peace.  She  also  liked  to  speak  to  Quakers 
and  Brethren,  but  she  was  welcomed  to 
almost  any  group  because  she  claimed 
no  religious  affiliation. 

“That  last  morning  she  was  with  us 
was  Independence  Sunday.  We 
were  having  Communion  that  morning, 
and  I  told  her  she  could  speak  for  20 
minutes.  She  asked  to  borrow  my  watch, 
and  she  said  she  was  glad  it  was  not  a 
digital  watch  because  she  could  read  it 
easier^  And  she  held  right  to  the  20 
minutes.  She  said  that  her  pilgrimage 
was  her  gift  to  her  country.” 

Less  than  two  days  later  Peace 
Pilgrim  was  a  passenger  in  a  car  taking 
her  to  her  next  speaking  engagement  in 
Elkhart,  Ind.  Police  said  the  car  was  hit 
head-on  by  another  car  which  crossed  a 
highway  median  line.  Both  Peace 
Pilgrim  and  her  driver,  Euwell  Ward  of 
Bass  Lake,  Ind.,  were  killed. 

Indicative  of  the  impact  she  had  on 
people  was  one  speech  at  memorial  ser¬ 
vices  held  for  her  in  Valparaiso.  The 
speaker  was  Mary  Kramer,  a  reporter 
for  the  Gary  (Ind.)  Post-Tribune.  She 
had  interviewed  Peace  Pilgrim  here  just 
before  her  death  and  wrote  the  story  of 
her  fatal  accident.  She  knew  Peace 
Pilgrim  only  as  a  reporter  knows  a  news 
source,  but  she  admitted  that  she  was 
quite  moved  by  their  encounter. 

Peace  Pilgrim’s  body  was  cremated 
and  returned  to  New  Jersey  for  burial. 
Her  survivors  include  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Eugene  Young,  of  Cologne,  and  a  brother 
in  North  Carolina. 

—  John  A.  Lovelace 
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Volunteers  serve  Haitians 

Churches  provide  programs  for  all  Florida  refugees 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

MIAMI  —  For  the  church  community 
here,  the  lesson  of  Matthew  25  —  to  help 
those  whose  need  is  greatest  —  is  carried 
out  daily  in  the  work  done  for  both  Cuban 
and  Haitian  refugees. 

For  the  hundreds  of  Haitians  at  the 
Krome  Ave.  North  Detention  Center, 
some  confined  there  several  months 
since  their  arrival  in  the  country,  it  has 
been  church  people  —  among  them 
United  Methodists  —  who  teach  classes 
in  English  and  arts  and  crafts.  Local 
pastors,  including  UM  the  Rev.  Peter 
Golinski,  are  conducting  there  the  first 
worship  services  some  Haitians  have 
ever  attended.  Until  the  volunteers 
started  going  there  last  month,  no  such 
classes  or  services  were  offered. 

Twenty-one  Haitian  children,  thought 
by  immigration  personnel  to  be  in  this 
country  without  family,  were  sent  July  8 
by  the  federal  Office  of  Refugee  Reset¬ 
tlement  to  Greer- Woody  crest  Children’s 
Home  in  upstate  New  York.  It  was  to  the 
church-supported  Haitian  Refugee 
Center’s  child  advocates  that  distraught 
relatives  of  at  least  five  successfully 
appealed,  seeking  their  nieces  or 
nephews,  children  or  grandchildren. 

When  25  Haitians  were  taken  in  June 
for  deportation  hearings  in  the  early 
morning  hours  and  sent  rapidly  on  their 
way  back  to  Haiti,  Church  World  Service 
helped  pay  for  the  attorneys  from  the 
Haitian  Refugee  Center,  Inc.  They  got 
the  court  order  temporarily  halting 
deportations  and  affirming  that  Haitians 
have  a  right  to  legal  counsel  (see  June  26 
TM/UMR  edition). 

Programs  like  the  Specialized  Urban 
Ministries  (SUM)  in  Fort  Lauderdale  or 
Christians  Reaching  Out  to  Society 
(CROS)  in  West  Palm  Beach  or  the 
Christian  Refugee  Coalition  Center  in 
Tampa  provide  food,  shelter,  classes  in 
English  and  U.S.  culture  and  referrals  to 
match  needy  refugees  with  agencies  or 
individuals  who  can  fill  those  needs. 

Last  Thanksgiving  the  Del  Ray  Beach 
United  Methodist  Church  had  more  than 
50  Haitians  to  an  old-fashioned  American 
turkey  dinner  with  all  the  trimmings. 

“There  is  no  way  of  collating  all  that 
local  churches  (in  Florida)  have  done,” 
said  the  Rev.  Gordon  Craig.  He  is  the  UM 
Florida  Annual  Conference’s  staff  person 
for  the  conference  refugee  committee. 

“What  the  church  is  doing  here  is 
rendering  the  services  outlined  in 
Matthew  25,”  Dr.  Craig  said.  “This  is  the 
role  of  the  church  now  —  not  making 
United  Methodists  out  of  these  people.  It 
is  to  become  the  hands  of  Christ  to  people 
in  need.’’ 

While  some  may  wonder  why  bother  to 
help  the  Haitians  since  many  may  not  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  this  country,  those 
who  work  with  these  newcomers  say  tfiey 
still  need  food,  housing,  jobs,  medical 
care  and  other  social  services  as  long  as 
they  are  here. 

Most  church  people  working  with 
Cuban  and  Haitian  refugees  here  agree 
that  the  needs  of  the  Haitians  are 
greatest  —  and  most  acute  (see  July  31 
edition  of  TM/UMR) . 

“The  Haitians  are  more  alone  and 
estranged  when  they  come,”  said  Leora 
Hatch,  chairwoman  of  the  Florida  United 
Methodist  Women’s  (UMW)  Task  Force 
for  Cuban  and  Haitian  Refugee  Women 
and  Children.  The  task  force  is  related 
to  the  Miami  Urban  Ministries. 

While  Spanish  is  a  fairly  common 
language  in  Miami  —  many  stores  have 
bilingual  signs  and  clerks  —  the  Creole  or 
French  which  are  native  languages  for 
Haitians  are  not  often  found  outside 
Little  Haiti.  That’s  the  part  of  Miami 
where  those  arriving  before  the  Krome 
Ave.  camp  opened  live.  Other  Haitians 
live  in  similar  isolation  in  other  south¬ 
eastern  Florida  communities. 

“The  commission  is  to  be  with  people 
who  are  in  need,”  explained  Kathlynn 
Stone,  the  minister  of  education  at 
Riviera  Presbyterian  Church. 

Riviera’s  summer  intern  who  is  a  Yale 
Divinity  School  student,  Ann  McKee, 
found  people  in  Miami  who  had  worked 
with  Haitians  in  Haiti  or  Miami  and  were 
willing  to  do  so  again  at  Krome  Ave. 
They  form  the  backbone  of  the  church’s 
volunteer  program  at  the  federal  refugee 
detention  center  which  got  underway  in 
mid-July. 

“The  people  at  the  camp  are  cared  for 
with  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  but  they 
have  needs  that  can’t  be 
institutionalized,  such  as  spiritual  ones 
and  for  activities  to  occupy  their  time,” 
Ms.  Stone  said. 

Also  a  part  of  the  Riviera  ministry  is  to 
give  the  guards  and  other  immigration 
personnel  working  at  Krome  Ave. 
someone  to  talk  to  about  the  frustrations 
they  experience  while  doing  a  difficult 
job,  Ms.  Stone  added. 

Fred  Alexander,  who  used  to  be  the 
officer  in  charge  at  Krome  Ave.,  is  youth 
sponsor  at  Riviera.  He’s  also  the  person 
that  the  Rev.  Mike  Pyszk,  the  UM  who 
directs  Church  World  Service’s  Miami 
refugee  office,  credits  with  opening  the 
door  for  church-related  programs  for 
Haitians  at  the  detention  center. 

Mr.  Alexander  “talked  about  how 
those  people  needed  something  to  do,” 
Ms.  Stone  recalled. 

United  Methodist  Lucille  Bates  teaches 
English  classes  to  both  men  and  women 
at  Krome  Ave.  as  part  of  the  Riviera 
volunteer  program.  Her  full-time  job  is 
as  secretary  for  a  Lutheran  church. 

“I’ve  never  had  such  eager  students,” 
she  said.  After  the  first  group  of  Haitians 
were  moved  to  federal  prisons  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  she  said  both  her 
men’s  and  women’s  classes  doubled  in 
size. 

“They  have  a  feeling  of  urgency  about 
learning  English  now.  It’s  as  if  they  know 
that  they  may  be  sent  somewhere  that 


they  may  not  be  understood"  unless  they 
can  communicate  in  English,  Ms.  Bates 
said. 

The  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturali¬ 
zation  Service  last  month  moved  266 
Haitians  to  federal  prisons  in  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Texas  and  West  Virginia. 
Immediately  prior  to  the  moves,  the 
governor  of  Florida  had  threatened  to 
file  suit  against  the  federal  government 
unless  something  were  done  about  the 
Krome  facility,  where  more  than  1,500 
refugees  were  housed,  despite  it’s 
capacity  for  about  500. 

As  a  member  of  the  UMW  task  force, 
Ms.  Bates  is  involved  also  in  planning 
shelters  for  Cuban  and  Haitian  women 
and  children. 

These  women’s  centers,  one  for 
Haitians  and  one  for  Cubans  ideally,  will 
provide  a  place  for  women  who  are  being 
abused  by  their  husbands  during  an 
argument  to  spend  one  or  two  nights. 
English  and  other  classes  as  well  as 
health  information  will  be  provided  —  as 
soon  as  places  for  the  shelters  can  be 
found. 

“The  stress  and  strain  of  being  a 
refugee  —  of  living  in  limbo  (as  the 
Haitians  have  been)  —  is  taken  out  on  the 
women  and  children”  by  the  men,  Ms. 
Bates  said. 

A  Haitian  man  told  Ms.  Bates, 
somewhat  to  her  surprise,  that  the 


Compiled  From  news  stories 

LOS  ANGELES  -  The  U.S.  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS)  has  rejected  the  request  of  1,200  El 
Salvadoran  refugees  to  be  granted 
asylum  in  the  United  States. 

“Some  4,000  Salvadoran  refugees  are 
currently  in  the  Los  Angeles  area,  and 
the  INS  is  actively  seeking  to  deport 
them.  If  they  are  returned  to  El  Salvador 
they  face  almost  certain  death  or  im¬ 
prisonment,”  said  the  Rev.  Bob  Clazie. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  United  Methodist 
California-Nevada  Conference’s  Refugee 
Concerns  Task  Force. 

Form  letters  from  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  were  being  sent  out  to  1,200  Salva¬ 
doran  emigrants,  telling  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  they  have  failed  to  meet  U.S.  criteria 
for  asylum. 

At  least  one  immigration  official  indi¬ 
cated  refugees  must  show  written 
"proof”  that  they  face  political  per¬ 
secution  in  their  homeland  according  to  a 
Religious  News  Service  release. 

In  a  story  in  the  California-Nevada 
TM/UMR  edition,  Mr.  Clazie  joins  Church 
World  Service,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  relief  agency  involved  in 
refugee  advocacy,  in  an  appeal  for  a  let- 


women’s  shelter  was  a  very  good  idea. 
She  said  some  of  the  task  force  members 
had  wondered  how  the  “macho”  men 
would  react  to  their  wives  going  to  such  a 
place,  which  will  provide  classes  and 
health  information  as  well  as  temporary 
shelter. 

“He  said  husbands  would  be  angry  and 
embarrassed  if  their  wives  went  to  the 
neighbors,  but  that  they  would  be  happy 
if  women  could  go  for  a  night  or  two  to  a 
shelter  “where  they  would  be  safe,” 
while  the  domestic  troubles  “cooled  off.” 

Ms.  Hatch,  chairwoman  of  the  task 
force,  said  Marcy  Early  will  be  the  paid 
coordinator  for  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  projects.  She  is  in  .Costa  Rica 
now,  learning  about  the  cultures  and 
languages  of  the  Haitians  and  Cubans. 
Her  position,  paid  for  through  both 
general  church  and  Florida  conference 
funding,  begins  Sept.  1  in  Miami. 

Ms.  Hatch  said  that  the  big  problem 
now  is  finding  a  place  to  house  the 
women’s  shelters. 

“We  can  do  day  care  and  classes  in 
church  facilities,  but  to  find  shelter  space , 
is  going  to  be  most  difficult,”  she  said. 

A  day  care  center  for  Haitian  children 
is  planned,  to  be  set  up  at  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  day  care  center 
primarily  for  Cuban  children  will  begin 
this  fall  at  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hialeah,  Fla.,  a  Miami  suburb. 


ter-writing  campaign  protesting  this 
policy. 

They  urge  Christians  to  send  the  letters 
and  telegrams  to  President  Reagan  at 
the  White  House  and  copies  to  Secretary 
of  State  Alexander  Haig. 

It  is  urgent  that  United  Methodists 
protest  the  U.S.  policy  supporting  the 
present  regime  in  El  Salvador,  Mr. 
Clazie,  an  Oakland  clergyman,  added. 

Profits  Without  Investment 

Wanted:  Churches/youth  groups/ 

>_  civic  organlzationa/prlvate  indi¬ 

viduals  interested  in  money-raising  projects  to 
participate  in  Christmas  tree  sales  program.  No 
financial  investment  required. 

Representatives  needed  In  expansion  areas.  Write 
1106  S.  Lafayette.  Royal  Oak.  Mich.  48067.  Call 
313-547-4442  Evenings/weekends. 


SKI  THE 
ROCKIES. 

CHURCH  AND  FAMILY 
GROUPS  OF  16  TO  160 
RETREAT  TO  THE  ROCKIES 
FOR  CONFERENCES  AND  FUN 

2,000  ministers  and  group 
leaders  call  Ski  West  every  year  for 
help  in  planning  their  group  ski  trips. 
We  have  over  47  different  trips  to 
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choose  trom  in  Colorado,  New 
Mexico  and  Utah. 

From  transportation,  lodging, 
meals  and  meeting  rooms,  to 
insurance,  clothing  tips  and  skiing 
advice.  Ski  West  takes  confidence  in 
assuring  most  organized,  most 
memorable  trips  possible. 

Breckenriage,  Winter  Park, 
Purgatory,  Keystone  and  Taos  are 
just  a  few  reasons  to  ski  our  way. 
Have  your  group  leader  call  JON, 
TONY  or  DAVE  to  see  how  you  can 
qualify  for  our  low,  low  rates. 

CALL  TOLji^HKi:  1*800-527-5695 
IN  TEXAS  ( AU.  1 -800-442-6074 
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Circuit 


Anyone  Can  Be  a  Circuit  Rider! 

The  Circuit  Rider  Plan*  encourages  active,  fully 
involved  stewardship  for  every  member  of  your 
church.  And  it  works!  It  will  increase  pledges  to  your 
church  budget  in  at  least  three  ways.  First,  it’s  easy, 
simple,  and  straightforward.  Second,  it’s  clear  and 
direct  and  promotes  good  stewardship.  Third,  it's 
based  on  sound  biblical  principles  and  on  the  faith  that 
everyone  will  do  their  part. 

Order  your  Circuit  Rider  Plan  Introductory  Packet  today!  You'll  get  a  sample 
of  everything  you  need  to  get  started  plus  easy  step-by-step  instructions.  It's 
available  at  the  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center  serving  your  area  or  your 
local  Cokesbury  Bookstore. 

Circuit  Rider  Plan  Introductory  Packet  A01-911753 .  1.75 


OMOfft  mom  FHfl  ftf OfOMAt  HKVICt  CfNTfM  SfftVIHO  Vi 


If  this  Haitian  woman  is  allowed  to  settle  in  Miami  after  leaving  the  Krome  Ave. 
North  Detention  Center  where  she  hangs  out  her  wash  on  the  barbed  wire  fence 
surrounding  the  women’s  compound,  her  troubles  may  not  be  over.  Church  volunteers 
say  the  needs  of  Haitian  women  here  are  particularly  great  —  but  at  least  some  could 
be  met  by  the  proposed  United  Methodist  Women-sponsored  women's  center. 

El  Salvadorans’  asylum 
requests  rejected  by  U.S. 


The  Rev.  Mike  Pyszk,  the  United  Methodist  minister  who  heads  the  Church  World  Service’s  Miami  refugee  office,  watches  a 

group  of  Haitians  at  the  Krome  Ave.  North  Refugee  Detention  Camp.  _ „„  _ _ 
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World  Council  consultation 


Women,  men  experience  new  community 


\By  BEV  ERLY  BOCHE 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second 
report  on  a  three-year  study  of  the 
community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the 
Church,  sponsored  by  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  Ms.  Boche  is  director  of 
communications  for  the  United 
Methodist  Minnesota  Area. 

SHEFFIELD,  England  —  A  new 
community  of  women  and  men  was 
experienced  by  160  religious  leaders 
from  around  the  world  meeting  here  July 
10-19  to  determine  how  such  a 
community  might  be  developed. 

That  is  the  view  of  The  Rev.  Constance 
Parvey,  who  has  been  director  of  the 
three-year  study  of  the  Community  of 
Women  and  Men  in  the  Church  conducted 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC). 

“People  will  remember  it  (the 
consultation)  was  really  an  experience  of 
community,”  Dr.  Parvey  said.  “I 
thought  men,  who  are  smaller  in 
numbers  here,  might  become  insecure 
and  withdraw  as  they  sometimes  do  in 
such  a  meeting.  It  didn’t  happen,  and  the 
men  are  experiencing  new  dimensions  of 
themselves  in  this  setting.” 

The  significance  of  the  consultation  is 
great.  Dr.  Parvey  believes.  ’’The 
consultation  puts  the  issue  of  the 
community  of  women  and  men  on  the 
ecumenical  map.  It’s  a  turning  point  for 
the  church.” 

The  consultation  here  was  part  of  a 
process  of  study  which  began  with  the 
distribution  of  70,000  copies  of  a  study 
book  used  by  hundreds  of  Christian 
groups  around  the  world.  Regional 
meetings  were  held  prior  to  the 
worldwide  meeting  here,  and  reports 
were  sent  from  the  regions  to 
participants  in  the  consultation. 

United  Methodist  Margaret 
Sonnenday,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  who  chaired 
the  recommendations  committee  which 
will  report  to  the  WCC  Central 
Committee  in  August,  reminded  the 
group  several  times  that  “The  study  is 
not  over.  This  is  part  of  a  process  which 
is  just  beginning.”  The  committee 
assembled  recommendations  to  the  WCC 
from  the  seven  sections  of  the 
consultation:  Freedom  and  Justice, 
Ministry  and  Worship,  Marriage,  Family 
and  Lifestyle,  the  Place  of  Scripture, 
Authority  and  Church  Structures, 
Identity  and  Relationships,  and 
Tradition. 

The  section  on  freedom  and  justice 
calls  on  the  World  Council  to  recognize 
the  inter-relationship  of  the  three 
struggles  for  freedom  in  the  world: 
racism,  sexism  and  classism.  This  was  a 
strong  element  in  the  discussions  of 
several  sections  and  an  issue  which 
Third  World  participants  frequently 
raised.  They  told  the  delegates  that  for 
them  it  is  not  possible  to  separate  sexism 


from  the  other  two  oppressions. 

The  consultation’s  recommendations 
to  the  WCC  also  include  appropriation  of 
“funds,  staff  and  other  resources  ...  for 
effective  implementation  of  the 
recommendations.” 

To  the  Family  Life  Committee  of  the 
World  Council,  the  consultation 
recommends  continued  study  of  the 
aspects  of  sexuality  which  were  opened 
up  by  the  study;  that  the  committee 
“collect  and  share  material  to  facilitate 
education  within  and  between  churches 
on  sexuality  from  theological, 
psychological,  sociological  and  ethical 
perspectives”  and  that  continued  efforts 
be  made  to  i  emphasize  the  mutual 
responsibility  of  women  and  men  in  such 
issues  as  violence  in  the  home  and 
community,  prostitution,  teenage 
pregnancies  and  family  planning. 

To  the  sub-unit  on  Women  in  Church 
and  Society  the  consultation 
recommends  collection  of  case  studies  of 
the  experiences  of  lay  women  and  men  as 


they  relate  to  ordination  and  hierarchical 
church  structure;  encourages  sharing 
the  spiritual  and  pastoral  experiences  of 
ordained  women  and  men  ;  and  suggests 
study  of  the  causes  and  psychological 
preconditioning  of  violence  against 
women  and  children  while  also 
encouraging  churches  to  care  for  the 
victims  of  such  violence  by  supporting 
activities  already  in  existence  and 
adopting  long  range  plans  for  training  of 
those  involved  in  counseling  and  social 
work. 

For  one  United  Methodist  participant 
this  World  Council  conference  “is  one 
which  reminds  us  that  no  one  can  get  off 
the  hook!”  The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers  said,  “The  community  of  women 
and  men  in  the  church  involves  us  all,  and 
thus  both  men  and  women  must  review 
their  identity  and  situation. 

All  recommendations  from  the 
consultation  as  well  as  a  full  report  from 
the  various  sections  will  be  presented  to 
the  WCC’s  Central  Committee. 


Amnesiac  pastor  wanders 
from  Memphis  to  Houston 


RIPLEY,  Tenn.  —  A  United  Methodist 
minister,  given  up  for  dead  by  his  friends 
and  family,  is  back  home  after  suffering 
apparent  amnesia  following  a  mishap 
while  fishing  near  his  home. 

But  the  Rev.  John  C.  Hartman,  pastor 
of  First  UMC  —  a  patient  in  a  Memphis 
hospital  for  10  days  —  still  can’t 
remember  if  and  why  someone  shot  at 
him,  how  he  almost  drowned  and  how  he 
ended  up  in  Houston  nearly  600  miles 
away. 

Mr.  Hartman,  46,  talked  with  police  for 
about  six  hours  after  he  wandered, 
dazed,  into  a  Houston  precinct.  He  told 
officers  the  last  thing  he  remembered 
was  hearing  gunshots  and  jumping  from 
his  boat  into  the  Hatchie  River  while 
fishing  on  July  15.  Six  days  later,  he  said, 
he  woke  up,  finding  himself  dressed  in 
strange  clothes  and  lying  prostrate  in  a 
parking  lot  near  the  Sheraton-Houston 
Hotel.  He  found  his  way  to  a  police 
station,  in  hopes  of  learning  his  own 
identity. 

After  talking  with  him,  police  officers 
followed  up  several  clues  by  calling 
several  churches  in  the  Memphis  area 
Mr.  Hartman  had  named.  Finally,  a 


United  Methodist  pastor  in  Germantown, 
Tenn.,  identified  Mr.  Hartman  from 
police  descriptions. 

His  wife,  Joann,  and  family  physician 
Dr.  A.  J.  Butler  flew  to  Houston  on  July  2 
and  brought  Hartman  back  to  Memphis. 

Lauderdale  (Tenn.)  County  Sheriff  Joe 
O’Steen  had  led  the  search  for  Hartman 
after  he  was  reported  missing.  However, 
the  sheriff  said  further  investigation  has 
been  abandoned  “because  we’ve  no 
indication  of  any  crime.”  Mr.  O’Steen 
said  though  various  reports  said  shots 
were  fired  at  Mr.  Hartman  at  the  outset 
of  his  ordeal,  “there  has  been  no  official 
complaint  made  to  the  sheriff’s  office.” 

Mr.  Hartman  was  admitted  to  a  local 
hospital  to  undergo  physical  and 
psychological  examination.  However, 
Chuck  Pittman,  a  layman  of  First  UMC 
and  church  staff  member,  said  Mr. 
Hartman  was  scheduled  to  be  released 
on  July  31  and  his  condition  was 
“excellent.”  Mr.  Pittman  said  the 
minister  will  “have  to  recuperate  for  a 
few  weeks”  before  he  returns  to  the 
pulpit. 

— M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Creditors  get  Pacific  Homes  plan 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
LOS  ANGELES  —  With  final  objection 
to  the  plan  of  reorganization  for  the 
bankrupt  Pacific  Homes  retirement 
chain  removed,  a  federal  judge  has 
ordered  that  the  plan  be  submitted  to 
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creditorsfor  their  vote. 

On  July  21,  three  agreements  were 
presented  to  the  bankruptcy  court  by 
Richard  E.  Matthews,  the  court- 
appointed  trustee.  Probably  the  most 
significant,  according  to  Byron  Hayes, 
chancellor  of  United  Methodism’s 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference,  was  the  agreement  reached 
with  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insurance 
Company,  which  had  filed  an  objection  to 
the  reorganization  plan.  The  company 
agreed  to  withdraw  its  opposition, 
release  the  annual  conference  from  its 
guarantee  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  note, 
and  dismiss  its  lawsuit  against  the 
conference. 

The  insurance  company  creditor  will 
be  paid  an  initial  $1  million  on 
confirmation  of  the  plan  —  possibly  by 
early  September  —  toward  the  $8.3 
million  it  is  owed  in  principal  and 
accrued  interest. 

Mr.  Hayes  said  the  agreement  does  not 
change  the  annual  conference’s  financial 
obligations  to  the  plan  of  reorganization. 

Another  agreement,  which  Mr.  Hayes 
said  should  improve  the  feasibility  of  the 
plan  by  giving  the  homes  an  extra 
financial  cushion,  was  reached  with 
residents.  This  will  set  aside 
approximately  $900,000  from  the 
settlement  and  make  it  available  as  a 
line  of  credit  to  Pacific  Homes. 

Further,  eligibility  criteria  for  the 
Resident  Assistance  Fund  were 
established  in  the  hearings.  The  Pacific 
and  Southwest  conference  is  liable  to 
support  the  fund  with  up  to  $150,000  per 
year  or  $1  million  all  together. 

A  court  hearing  to  receive  the  results 
of  the  vote  is  scheduled  for  Aug.  31. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 
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School  of  Christian  Missions  Teachers 


German  Festival  Hostesses 


4I7ie  Small  Town  Church 9 


Subject  Of  New  Book 


Annual  Meeting  Of  UMW  Committee 


UMW  Holds  Successful 
School  of  Christian  Mission 


Zachary  Bible  School  Well  Attended 


Over  300  were  in  attendance  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women’s  School  of  Christian  Mission 
held  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Using  as  its  theme,  “Biblical  Mandate: 
Mission,”  the  two  schools  were  attended 
by  over  80  persons  for  their  first  time. 

A  new  program  was  initiated  this  year 
honoring  Estelle  Dameron,  a  long-time 
member  of  the  conference.  Ten 
scholarships  to  the  School  were  awarded 


in  her  honor  and  a  collection  of  $1, 125  was 
received  to  fund  future  scholarships. 

The  School  also  responded  to  an 
emergency  need  at  the  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center,  contributing  an 
additional  $400  for  the  Center. 

Margaret  Bryan  was  named  Dean  of 
the  School  for  1982,  replacing  Amy  Ward, 
dean  for  1981. 

Teachers  for  the  two  schools  included 
La  von  Wilson,  Clarita  D.  Dennis,  the 


Rev.  Kathy  Henderson,  Ginny  Binger, 
Eleine  Phillips,  Martha  Watson  and 
Donna  Paustian. 

Also  teaching  at  the  school  were 
Margaret  St.  Amant  and  Dr.  John 
Holbert. 

Four  winners  of  the  Estelle  Dameron 
Scholarships  were  Joyce  Armstrong, 
Ruth  Brown,  Julia  Paxton  and  Joyce 
Stringfield.  Mary  Lous  Blakeman  was 
the  originator  for  the  scholarship. 


It’s  Time  for  Camp.  And  the  youth  at  Kentwood  are  a  prime  example  of  what  can  be  done  to  make  a  summer  fuller.  The  Rev. 
Penn  Morgan  is  shown  with  the  youth  and  the  church  bus,  ready  for  the  trek  to  the  Greenwell  Springs  campsite.  With  Morgan 
are  Brent  Reed.  Chancie  Cutrer,  Paris  Gill.  John  Adams,  Christi  Morgan.  Carrie  Cutrer,  Chris  Crawford  and  Christi  Crawford. 


“The  clergy  never  really  belong  to  a 
small  church;  because  of  that  we  (the 
members)  have  a  hard  time  trusting 
them,”  declares  one  member  of  a  small 
parish. 

While  this  statement  may  seem  to  be 
an  unlikely  attitude  for  any  member  of  a 
church  to  have,  it  is  a  normal  and 
realistic  attitude  for  members  of  a  small 
Church,  according  to  Peter  J.  Surrey, 
author  of  a  new  Abingdon  book 
entitled  “The  Small  Town  Church.” 

•  ;  The  setting  for  Surrey’s  humorous  (yet 
serious)  text  is  a  small  imaginary 
Michigan  town  called  Bypass.  In  Bypass 
are  the  200  souls  who  comprise  the  parish 
"known  as  Saint  Stephen’s. 

Through  a  series  of  insightful  letters 
written  by  the  members  of  Saint 
Stephen’s  to  their  newly  appointed 
minister  (Paul,  who  is  fresh  out  of 
Seminary),  Surrey  gives  a  unique  look  at 
the  culture  of  a  small  community.  He 
presents  the  problems  that  small 
congregations  have  in  small 
communities,  and  then  explains  how 
clergy  and  laity  alike  can  conquer  those 
problems  together. 

‘  Peter  J.  Surrey  knows  small  churches. 
He  has  been  vicar  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  in 
Savanna,  Illinois,  for  18  years.  In 
^addition,  he  has  served  small  town 
churches  in  Little  Current,  Ontario; 
Lynn  Lake,  Manitoba;  Watseka,  Illinois; 
and  Savanna,  Illinois.  He  has  written 
numerous  articles  for  “The  Christian 
Century”  and  “The  Christian  Ministry.” 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  for  a 
minister  in  a  small  town  church  is  being 
able  to  fit  into  and  understand  the 
traditions  established  long  before  their 
arrival,  the  author  says.  “The 
parishoners  have  their  own  traditions 
and  the  minister  is  expected  to  fit  into 
them,”  Surrey  explains.  He  adds  that  one 


A  community  effort!  That  is,  an  effort  by  God’s  community.  For  the  third  year  three  churches  from  different  denomina¬ 
tions  have  joined  together  to  provide  a  most  successful  Vacation  Bible  School  for  the  children  of  Lake  Providence,  Louisiana. 
The  First  United  Methodist  Church,  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  Grace  Episcopal  Church  of  Lake  Providence 
sponsored  a  week  long  Church  school.  The  theme  for  this  year’s  school  was  “Love:  God’s  Promise.”  Chairmen  from  each 
church  were  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Batton,  Mrs.  Gayle  Condrey,  and  Mrs.  Carolyn  Coody.  Over  one  hundred  children,  ages  3-12, 
attended  each  day.  On  Friday  night,  the  Rev.  Brady  Forman  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  presided  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  program. 


Plans  Gala 
Bicentennial 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  —  A  200-year-old 
college  bell  will  help  ring  in  Methodism’s 
third  century  in  the  United  States. 

Meeting  here  July  1-2,  the  committee 
planning  the  United  Methodist  portion  of 
the  bicentennial  in  1984  of  the  beginning 
of  organized  Methodism  in  this  country 
agreed  to  sponsor  sale  of  replicas  of  the 
Cokesbury  College  bell  as  one  means  of 
raising  funds  to  be  used  for  church 
growth  and  development.  The  project  is 
expected  to  net  from  $2  to  $3  million. 

Exactly  1.984  of  the  bells  will  be 
manufactured  by  a  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
firm.  The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  in  Dayton  will  have  oversight 
of  the  program. 

Cokesbury  College  was  opened  in  1787 
in  Abingdon,  Md.  It  was  authorized  by 
the  1784  Christmas  Conference,  named 
for  Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury 
and  went  out  of  existence  in  1795  after  a 
fire. 

The  replicas  will  be  of  bronze, 
approximately  nine  inches  in  diameter 
and  a  foot  high.  The  Rev.  Norman  E. 
Dewire,  general  secretary  of  GCOM  and 
secretary  of  the  Bicentennial 
Committee,  said  if  150  firm  orders  for  the 
replica  are  not  received  by  the  end  of  this 
year  the  project  will  be  cancelled. 

Approval  of  the  bell  program  was  one 
of  the  major  decisions  of  the  committee 
here. 

Also  approved  was  production  of 
several  commemorative  items  such  as  a 
pewter  statuette  of  John  Wesley  and  a 
bicentennial  medallion. 


Set  F or  September  18, 19 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  has  been  set  for 
September  18  and  19  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe. 

The  Theme  for  the  meeting  will  be 
“Called  to  be  —  Chosen  to  Serve”  and 
will  feature  Martha  Evans  as  the  main 
speaker. 

Janet  Hoffpauir,  president  of  the 
group,  said  this  year’s  annual  meeting 
“has  a  Christian  Personhood  emphasis 
designed  to  promote  our  personal  growth 
and  spiritual  renewal.” 

Registration  for  the  meeting  will  begin 
at  10  a.m.  and  last  until  noon. 

The  voting  membership  or  delegates 
will  be  members  of  the  conference 
executive  committee,  district  officers, 
presidents  and  chairs  of  former  Women’s 
Societies  and  Wesleyan  Service  Guilds  of 
the  former  conferences  A  and  B  and  their 
predecessor  organizations. 

Local  units  shall  be  represented  at  the 
annual  meeting  on  the  basis  of  one 
delegate  for  each  100  members  or  major 
faction  thereof,  with  each  unit  entitled  to 
at  least  one  delegate.  Membership  shall 
be  determined  according  to  the  current 
Conference  Annual  Report. 

Eden’s,  the  featured  speakers,  will 
speak  at  the  Friday  evening  and 
Saturday  morning  meetings.  She  is  the 
immediate  past  National  Director  of 
Church  Women  United. 

Others  on  the  program  are  the 
Conference  Officers,  Inez  Chrisentery, 
the  Rev.  Kathy  Henderson  as  song  leader 
and  the  local  welcoming  committee. 

Special  features  at  the  meeting  will  be 
the  Heritage  Candle,  the  Volunteer 
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Choir,  the  Chancel  and  Chapel  Choirs  of 
First  Church  in  Monroe,  the  worship 
settings  made  by  each  district  and  the 
Communion  Service. 


cannot  hope  to  change  deep-seated 
traditions,  only  harness  them. 

As  one  member  of  Saint  Stephen’s 
wrote  to  her  new  minister:  “Our  love  of 
the  past  conflicts  frequently  with  your 
plans  for  the  future;  our  love  of  order 
does  not  show  up  on  abstract  statistics; 
our  tendency  to  look  to  each  other  for 
affection  and  support  stands  against 
your  desire  to  obtain  emotional  help 
away  from  the  small  church.” 

According  to  Surrey,  the  problems 
encountered  when  pastoring  a  small 
town  church  are  “problems  for  which 
seminary  could  never  prepare  a  person.” 

“The  Small  Town  Church”  is  designed 
to  help  not  only  the  minister  going  out  to 
serve  a  small  town  congregation,  it  can 
also  be  of  tremendous  value  to  the 
leaders  of  the  small  town  church  as  they 
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see  how  things  look  through  their 
pastor’s  eyes.  The  book  is  part  of 
Abingdon’s  Creative  Leadership  Series 
which  has  12  volumes  published  to  date. 

Abingdon  is  the  book  and  multi-media 
department  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  “The  Small  Town 
Church,”  in  addition  to  all  Creative 
Leadership  Series  titles,  can  be 
purchased  in  paperback  through 
Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division  of  die 
publishing  house,  for  $4.95. 

Centenary 

Professor 


To  Read  Paper 

Centenary  College  Professor  Webb  D. 
Pomeroy  has  been  notified  that  his 
paper,  “Egyptian  and  Jewish 
Antecedents  to  The  Parable  of  the  Sheep 
and  Goats,”  has  been  accepted  for 
reading  at  the  national  meeting  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Religion. 

Dr.  Pomeroy,  a  former  U.S.  Navy 
Lieutenant  and  Centenary  graduate,  will 
present  his  paper  at  the  meeting  in  San 
Francisco  in  December. 

The  Bastrop,  La.,  native  also  attended 
the  Union  Theological  Seminary  of  New 
York  where  he  earned  his  Bachelor  of 
Divinity  degree  and  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  in  Scotland  where  he  earned 
hisPh.D. 

He  is  the  first  encumbent  of  the  T.L. 
James  Chair  of  Religion  at  Centenary, 
where  he  has  taught  since  1953. 
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Editorial 

Advertising  group’s  decision  to 
hear  UMC  minister  is  encouraging 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  United  Methodist  minister  has 
captured  the  attention  of  the  American 
advertising  industry  in  an  impressive 
way  —  doubly  so,  we  believe,  in  that  it  is 
probably  unprecedented. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon  was  a 
relatively  unknown  clergyman  in 
Mississippi  when  he  founded  the  National 
Federation  for  Decency  a  few  years  ago. 
We  have  frequently  disagreed  with  his 
immediate  aims  and  his  methods,  but  we 
have  consistently  shared  his  broad 
concern  to  “clean  up  TV"  programming. 
And  we  have  joined  other  news  media  in 
providing  periodic  national  coverage  of 
his  efforts. 

In  late  September  Mr.  Wildmon  will 
carry  his  campaign  to  a  new  level  when 
he  speaks,  at  die  host  group’s  invitation, 
to  the  western  region  of  the  American 
Association  of  Advertising  Agencies.  TTie 
AAAA,  as  it  is  known,  is  probably  the 
most  influential  body  in  the  advertising 
industry.  Its  members  place  90  percent 
of  all  national  advertising  on  television 
and  75  percent  of  all  advertising  placed 
by  agencies  in  the  U.S.  In  other  words, 

:  AAAA  member  agencies  have  a  great 
;  deal  of  influence  regarding  the  specific 
programs  and  types  of  programs  which 
their  clients  will  sponsor. 

Mr.  Wildmon  will  speak  to  the  AAAA 
on  what  he  considers  to  be  the  moral 
,  responsibility  of  the  broadcasting  and 
;  advertising  industries  to  improve 
:  television  programming.  That’s  a 
:  subject  on  which  no  one  has  all  the 
answers  —  including  Mr.  Wildmon.  It’s 
also  a  subject  on  which  Mr.  Wildmon 
knows  better  than  anyone  else  that 
neither  he  nor  anyone  else  can  speak 
officially  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  or  its  members. 

We  are  encouraged,  however,  that  an 
advocate  of  Christian  moral  values  has 
been  asked  to  speak  on  that  subject  to  the 
top  advertising  brokers  in  the  country. 
We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Wildmon’s  office 
that  he  would  like  to  know  church 
members’  concerns  regarding  the 
ethical  responsibility  of  TV  advertisers 
and  programmers,  even  as  he  prepares 
for  his  important  address. 

We  hope  that  Mr.  Wildmon  might  offer 
the  advertisers  a  broader  and  more 
discerning  vision  of  “quality 
programming”  than  some  of  his  past 
statements  and  surveys  have  revealed. 
As  Christians,  we  should  equate  neither 
blandness,  nor  the  mere  absence  of  sex 
and  violence,  with  “quality.”  We  believe 
it  is  both  desirable  and  important  that 
television  programs  deal  with  subjects 
which  involve  sex  and  violence.  We  hope 
Mr.  Wildmon  will  emphasize  the 
elimination  of  gratuitous  sex,  violence, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


profanity,  and  alcohol  consumption  in 
network  programs  —  including  daytime 
soap  operas  —  and  that  he  will  affirm  the 
responsibility  of  television  and  its 
sponsors  to  provide  a  variety  of 
programming,  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  values  which  exists  in 
America  today. 

We  encourage  you  to  add  any 
suggestions  you  may  have  to  ours.  Mr. 
Wildmon  may  be  contacted  at:  Coalition 
for  Better  Television,  P.  0.  Box  1398, 
Tupelo,  Mississippi  38801. 


Here  I  Stand 

4 The  rules  of  society  should  be  made 
so  that  the  social  good  is  profitable 9 


AUGUST  14, 1981 


By  CLAY  BERLING 
It  is  my  sincere  belief  that  the  vast 
majority  of  people  in  the  church  truly 
desire  what  they  believe  is  best  for  all. 
Whether  “liberal”  or  “conservative” 
(whatever  those  labels  mean),  they 
really  want  a  world  in  which  people  treat 
each  other  with  love,  respect,  concern 
and  any  other  personal,  positive 
response. 

We  certainly  need  all  the  love  we  can 
get.  The  AGAPE  love  of  the  New 
Testament,  giving  without  thought  of 
return,  is  really  a  one-on-one  situation, 
not  a  one-on-many,  but  this  person-to- 


A  theology  for  membership  offered 


Our  church’s  roll  is  a  ‘responsibility 
list’  of  those  for  whom  we  exercise  care 


By  EMERSON  S.  COLAW 

In  the  July  10  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
James  P.  Archibald  shared  some 
excellent  insights  in  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  under  the  heading  of  “Church 
membership  should  require  more.”  I’m 
not  sure,  however,  that  we  have 
developed  a  theology  of  church 
membership.  We  seem  to  relate  it  to 
doing  something  —  such  as  making  a 
contribution  or  an  occasional 
attendance. 

In  the  Minnesota  Annual  Conference, 
in  1980,  we  gained  in  average  attendance 
at  worship  but  lost  in  membership.  Once 
again,  a  large  number  of  names  were 
removed  by  Charge  Conference  action. 
When  I  was  a  local  pastor  we  had  a  name 
and  address  for  every  number  sent  to  the 
conference  statistician.  But  what  does  it 
mean  to  have  a  name  on  the  membership 
roll? 

It  represents  a  person  who  made  a 
commitment  to  Christ  and  to  the  Body  of 
Christ.  In  the  covenant  relationship,  it  is 
also  a  person  for  whose  membership  the 
local  congregation  is  responsible.  A 
church  roll  is  not  a  list  of  those  able  to 
attend  church.  It  will  contain  the  names 
of  the  elderly  who  are  homebound,  young 
people  who  are  away  at  college,  and 
others  who  are  temporarily  out  of  the 
community  such  as  those  in  the  armed 
forces.  It  will  often  contain  the  names  of 
those  who  are  still  in  the  community  but 
who  have  grown  negligent. 

A  church  roll  is  not  a  list  of  those  who 
give.  Many  names  will  be  on  the  roster 
who  do  not  pledge,  and  most 
congregations  have  a  few  folks  who 
contribute  but  who  are  not  officially 
listed  as  members.  Nor  is  a  church  roll, 
in  our  understanding  of  membership, 


those  who  are  unquestionable  members 
of  the  church  invisible.  We  don’t 
necessarily  equate  membership  with 
being  a  part  of  the  “redeemed 
fellowship.”  Many  sect  groups  and 
fundamentalist  churches  put  the  two 
together,  but  we  do  not.  We  view  the 
church  as  a  hospital  for  sinners,  a 
gathering  of  those  who  confess  a  faith  in 
Christ  and  acknowledge  our  need  for 
divine  help. 

As  I  have  tried  to  develop  a  concept  of 
the  church  membership  roll,  I  have 
concluded  it  is  a  “responsibility  list." 
This  is  the  roster  of  those  for  whom  we 
exercise  care.  The  fact  that  some  may  be 
temporarily  indifferent  does  not  mean 
they  may  not  come  back  to  the 
fellowship.  What  if  they  don’t?  Most  of  us 
have  reared  children.  If  a  child  fails  to 
meet  all  the  expectations  of  the  parent, 
you  don’t  send  them  a  letter  telling  them 
they  are  no  longer  a  member  of  the 
family.  That’s  the  child  you  pray  for, 
worry  about,  telephone,  and  go  see. 

I  finally  concluded,  when  I  was  a  local 
pastor,  that  any  member  who  lives 
within  the  community  will  stay  on  the 
responsibility  list  unless  that  person 
requests  removal.  Occasionally  they 
would  get  a  visit  from  someone 
representing  the  church.  We  kept 
affirming  that  they  “belonged.”  Perhaps 
they  would  only  turn  to  the  church  when 
they  needed  a  funeral  or  a  wedding. 
That’s  all  right.  Our  Lord  said  we  were  to 
be  in  ministry  to  serve.  But  many,  after 
an  absence,  would  come  back.  Both  the 
Gallup  and  the  Harris  polls  tell  us  that 
there  are  17  million  Americans  who  think 
of  themselves  as  United  Methodists,  but 
we  have  less  than  10  million  on  our 
records.  Where  are  the  rest? 


Bishop  Colaw 


If  someone  moved 
away,  we  haven’t  ful¬ 
filled  our  responsibil¬ 
ity  if  all  we  do  is  place 
the  name  on  the  three- 
year  list  for  removal. 

We  should  write  a  let¬ 
ter  to  them  encourag¬ 
ing  a  new  church  affili¬ 
ation.  On  a  Saturday  morning,  when  tele¬ 
phone  rates  are  low  and  people  are  not 
working,  we  should  call  them  long  dis¬ 
tance  and  give  them  the  name  of  a  church 
where  they  might  enjoy  a  new  fellowship. 

If  we  do  our  best,  but  they  still  won’t  ask 
for  a  transfer,  then  it  is  proper  to  remove 
non-resident  members  after  three  years. 
But,  we  should  do  it  prayerfully  and  only 
after  personal  contact  through  telephone 
or  calling  a  pastor  near  where  they  live. 

I  would  hope,  however,  if  such  persons 
continue  in  the  community  of  the  church 
of  their  membership  that  we  would  keep 
them  on  our  responsibility  list.  This  gives 
entree  to  their  homes.  We  now  have  the 
privilege  of  continued  ministry  through 
the  church. 

I  know  it  costs  money  to  keep  people  on 
the  membership  roll.  But  it  costs  more  in 
terms  of  the  work  of  the  kingdom  to  be 
overly  diligent  in  getting  names  off  the 
roster.  Love  the  negligent,  pray  for 
them,  and  in  the  amazing  providence  of 
God’s  grace,  prodigals  do  come  home 
and  lost  sheep  are  found. 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  is  the 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Minnesota  Area  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  He  lives  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Prior  to  his 
election  to  the  epicopacy  he  was  pastor  of 
Hyde  Park  UMC  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


person  love  has  not,  and  cannot,  cure  our 
social  problems. 

When  the  individual  departs  from  the 
personal  relationship,  he  or  she  reverts 
to  the  most  basic  of  human  responses, 
doing  that  which  is  in  his  or  her  own  best 
interests  as  they  are  perceived. 
Softening  it  a  bit  to  the  interests  of  the 
family  doesn’t  really  change  the  general 
response  and  its  effect.  Put  in  very 
practical  terms,  the  end  result  is  to 
maximize  income  and  minimize  outgo. 
Few  people  will  willingly  admit  this  even 
to  themselves,  yet  this  is  the  very  normal 
response  we  have  in  95  percent  of  the 
decisions  we  make  every  day. 

The  collective  effect  of  this  basic 
motivation  is  what  the  real  world  thrives 
on.  It  is  an  outgrowth  of  our  most  basic  of 
God-given  emotions,  self-preservation. 
Certainly  this  is  attested  to  by  Paul 
himself,  in  realizing  his  own  humanity. 
The  message  that  God  loves  us 
regardless  of  response  seems  to  be 
forgotten  by  most. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  the  whole 
story,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  in  the 
world,  when  we  react  as  humans,  we  find 
that  the  rules  of  the  game  of  society  have 
been  structured  to  produce  a  weird  effect 
—  every  social  good  appears  to  be 
unprofitable  and  every  social  evil  almost 
certainly  is  profitable.  The  result  is  that 
the  social  evils  predominate. 

Take  for  instance  our  tax  structure:  if 
you  work,  you  pay  tax  (read  that  as 
“penalty”  because  it  works  that  way)  if 
you  don’t  work,  you  are  paid;  plant 
cotton  and  you  are  taxed,  don’t  and  you 
are  paid;  paint  your  house  and  your  tax 
goes  up,  let  it  disintegrate  and  the  tax 
load  diminishes  The  reader  can 
certainly  think  of  innumerable  such 
anomalies  in  our  way  of  life. 

The  answer  seems  simple  in 
understanding:  the  rules  of  society 
should  be  made  so  that  the  social  good  is 
profitable.  Is  it  too  late?  I  think  not.  In 
fact,  I  believe  there  is  enough  evidence  to 
indicate  that  God  has  really  constructed 
His  world  with  that  mechanism  in  mind, 
but  it  is  man  who  has  overlooked  this 
possibility. 

We  call  for  sacrifice 

Instead  we  call  for  everyone  to 
sacrifice  with  the  mistaken  hope  that  this 
action  will  produce  a  societal  effect.  The 
reality  is  that  it  doesn’t  make  one  iota  of 
difference  to  a  starving  boat  person 
whether  or  not  I  personally  waste  food. 
Not  that  I  should  waste  food  or  anything 
else  from  a  personal  standpoint,  but  it  is 
the  “system”  which  create?  the  starving 
person,  not  my  waste. 

The  church  is  caught  up  in  a  mad  dash 
from  problem  to  problem,  and  still  we 
find  two  grass  fires  starting  for  every  one 
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To  the  Editor: 

As  a  student  at  one  of  the  six 
seminaries  (Eastern  Baptist)  not 
approved  by  a  recent  vote  of  the 
University  Senate,  I  was  shocked  and 
dismayed  by  the  decision.  My  sadness 
was  deepened  even  more,  however,  as  I 
read  the  editorial  in  the  July  24  TM/UMR 
which  placed  your  stamp  of  approval  on 
the  review  process. 

The  impropriety  of  the  University 
Senate’s  closed  evaluation  session  was 
addressed  in  a  previous  editorial,  but 
other  less  known  facts  about  the 
evaluation  process  need  to  be  brought  to 
light.  First,  the  Senate  simply  sent  out 
questionnaires  to  all  the  schools  they 
wanted  to  evaluate,  without  sending 
interview  teams  to  each  seminary  to  find 
out  in  detail  what  each  was  like.  Even  a 
half-day  spent  at  our  school  interviewing 
several  professors  and  students  and 
reviewing  classroom  textbooks  would 
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have  amply  disproven  the  criteria  used 
against  Eastern  Baptist  when  it  “failed” 
the  review. 

Second,  the  seminaries  were  not  told 
what  the  questionnaires  were  to  be  used 
for.  If  they  had  known  the  importance 
given  to  their  answers,  perhaps  some  of 
the  seminaries  would  have  answered  in 
greater  detail  and  given  supplementary 
information. 

Third,  the  timing  of  the  University 
Senate’s  action  showed  a  disregard  for 
U.M.  students  entering  the  non-approved 
seminaries  this  fall.  Plans  of  where  to 
attend  seminary  are  often  made  more 
than  nine  months  before  the  start  of 
school,  yet  these  decisions  were  made 
public  less  than  two  months  before  most 
seminaries  begin  their  fall  term.  Either 
the  evaluations  should  have  taken  place 
much  earlier  in  the  year  or  the 
restrictions  applying  to  new  students 
delayed  until  July  1,  1982.  Perhaps  the 
members  of  the  University  Senate  do  not 
fully  realize  the  various  problems 
associated  with  transferring  from  one 
school  to  another,  often  compounded  by 
the  employment  situations  of  the  spouses 
of  students. 

I  applaud  the  interest  of  the  members 
of  the  1980  General  Conference  in  the 
education  of  U.M.  students  in  non- 
Methodist  seminaries.  We  students  in 
these  schools  must  experience  growth  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  United  Methodist 
tradition.  The  University  Senate, 
however,  has  not  skillfully  undertaken 
the  task  assigned,  and  to  say  that  there 
was  “nothing  sinister”  about  the  review 
process  is  to  be  ignorant  of  the  damage 
that  has  been  done. 

James  B.  Todd 

Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania 

Ashland  seminary  seeks 
personal  appearance 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  July  17  issue  of  your  paper  there 
is  an  article  concerning  the  recent  action 
of  the  University  Senate  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  I  would  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  respond  to  this  report. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  has 
requested  a  personal  appearance  and 
supplied  the  additional  information  as 
requested  by  the  University  Senate. 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  has 
always  felt  it  a  privilege  to  work  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  common 
cause  of  die  training  of  ministerial 
candidates  for  the  church.  The  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  student  body  is 
composed  of  students  from  approximately 
50  different  denominations,  and  the  United 
Methodist  students  are  a  valued  com¬ 
ponent  of  this  ecumenical,  accredited 
theological  education.  We  believe  this  is 
a  rich,  cross-denominational  education 
in  preparation  for  ministry  in  our  con¬ 
temporary  world. 

The  Ashland  faculty  likewise  has  this 


blend  of  traditions  including  American 
Baptist,  Bretheren,  Lutheran  Church  of 
America,  Presbyterian,  Reformed 
Tradition  and  United  Methodist.  Ashland 
also  feels  valued  that  in  our  378  students, 
97  are  black  and  64  are  women.  Ashland 
is  also  pleased  to  work  with  Case 
Western  Reserve  University  in  a  special 
program  tailored  for  minorities. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  has 
provided  this  kind  of  information  to  the 
University  Senate  in  order  that  they 
might  review  the  program  in  depth.  It  is 
our  full  intention  to  work  with  them  to 
fulfill  the  needs  of  the  United  Methodist 
ministerial  candidates.  ,  ,  „ 

Joseph  R.  Shultz 
Ashland,  Ohio 

Laity  should  conduct 
review  of  seminaries 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  reports  on  the  review  of 
seminaries  by  the  University  Senate,  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  which  ones 
should  be  approved  to  train  future  United 
Methodist  pastors  (TM/UMR,  July  17 
and  earlier  editions),  has  prompted  me 
to  suggest  another,  and  more 
appropriate,  group  which  should  be 
asked  to  review  those  institutions  that 
produce  our  pastors. 

That  group  is  the  laity,  the  “people  in 
the  pews”  who  will  taste  the  fruit  and 
reap  the  harvest  sown  by  these 
institutions  and  their  administrators  and 
faculties.  What  better  test  of  a 
seminary’s  teaching  faculty  and 
philosophy  (or  theology)  than  the  kind 
and  quality  of  preaching  and  ministry 
produced  by  it?  And  who  is  better 
qualified  to  make  that  assessment  than 


the  members  of  the  churches  served  by 
the  clergy  produced  by  the  seminaries? 

Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  in  his  message  to 
United  Methodist  Men  at  Purdue, 
charged  that  too  many  pastors  have  been 
taught  how  to  “administer”  at  a  church 
rather  than  how  to  “minister”  to  it.  A 
report  from  the  people  in  the  pews  might 
very  well  substitute  this  charge,  and 
indicate  some  changes  that  need  to  be 
made  in  seminaries  and  what  they  ask  of 
and  offer  the  pastors-to-be  who  come  to 

Harry  W.  Beardsley 

West  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Pastoral  effectiveness  not 

considered  in  evaluations 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  grave  concern  and  outright 
disgust  the  results  of  the  University 
Senate’s  first  review  of  seminaries 
reported  in  your  July  17  issue.  The  part  of 
the  review  that  irked  me  the  most  was 
the  five  criteria  that  the  University 
Senate  used  in  evaluating  these 
seminaries.  There  was  evidently  no 
effort  made  to  try  to  determine  how 
effective  graduates  of  these  seminaries 
have  been  in  United  Methodist  churches, 
and  I  don’t  see  how  the  criteria  that  were 
used  are  necessarily  connected  to 
pastoral  effectiveness  at  all!  I  think  our 
major  concern  should  be  pastoral 
effectiveness  for  I  think  that  is  what  most 
local  churches  are  most  interested  in. 

Out  of  the  29  persons  received  into  full 
or  probationary  membership  in  our 
annual  conference  this  past  year,  more 
than  half  (15)  have  graduated  from,  or 
are  now  attending,  seminaries  that  have 


either  failed  the  review  or  are  continuing 
under  review.  Many  of  our  present 
pastors  have  graduated  from  these 
seminaries  as  well,  and  they  seem  to  be 
just  as  effective  ministers  as  those  who 
have  graduated  from  those  which  were 
approved. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  Univeristy 
Senate  will  rescind  its  actions  and  choose 
other  criteria  for  evaluation  that  can  be 
demonstrated  to  be  tied  to  effective 
pastoral  ministry  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Frank  H.Billman, 
Woxall,  Pennsylvania 

Church  membership 
article  gets  4  hearty  Amen’ 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  shout  a  hearty  “Amen” 
to  James  Archibald’s  article  headlined 
“Church  membership  should  require 
more”  in  the  July  10  issue. 

If  it  has  to  be  so  difficult  to  terminate 
membership  and  names  must  be  carried 
on  the  church  roll  ad  infinitum,  then  why 
can’t  we  have  two  lists  of  members:  the 
active  —  those  who  attend,  who  give,  who 
serve;  and  the  inactive  —  those  who 
don’t  want  their  names  removed  but  who 
do  nothing? 

If  there  are  150  active  members,  plus 
200  inactive  ones,  instead  of  claiming  350 
members  for  the  purpose  of  apportion¬ 
ments,  conference  claims,  etc.,  we  should 
base  the  membership  on  the  150  active 
members.  This  would  be  fairer,  since  it 
is  the  150  who  carry  the  load. 

Louise  Stoutemyer 
Chatsworth,  Illinois 


we  temporarily  put  out.  We  merely 
prolong  the  agony  with  our  present 
approach.  Additionally  our  social  gospel 
vs.  evangelical  gospel  “wars”  rage  on, 
whereas  in  fact  neither  is  happy  in  the 
long  run. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  every  concerned 
institution  desiring  a  heaven  on  earth  as 
well  as  a  heaven  in  the  beyond  should  be 
spending  its  energy  researching  the 
common  denominators  of  our  human 
interaction.  It  is  these  commonalities 
which  can  create  problems  where  no 
problems  need  exist  if  we  but  knew  their 
impact. 

Sometimes  truth  comes  in  strange 
garb.  One  man,  Henry  George  of  the  last 
century,  grappled  with  this  same 
problem  and  found  some  keys  to  the 
Kingdom  in  laying  out  the  impacts  of 
privilege  and  monopoly  on  our 
commonweal.  Scorned  and  criticized  by 
the  right  and  the  left,  his  insights  have 
never  been  refuted,  since  they  are  as 
much  a  part  of  God’s  plan  as  the 
ecosystems  we  have  so  recently 
recognized. 

George  was  a  man  who  had  faults, 
even  as  you  and  I,  but  a  Judeo-Christian 
background  motivated  him  to  seek 
answers  to  the  age-old  questions  of 
poverty  and  other  social  ills. 

God’s  world  discovered 

For  centuries  people  had  discovered 
bits  and  pieces  of  God’s  world  arid 
fashioned  a  vast  storehouse  of 
knowledge,  all  seemingly  independent 
and  unrelated.  Then  along  came  a  man 
looking  for  a  pattern  and  began 
systematizing  the  knowledge  based  on 
similarities  until  he  made  some  sense  of 
it  all.  That  became  our  Periodic  Table  of 
the  Elements  and  the  opening  wedge  for 
amazing  progress  right  into  the  nuclear 
age. 

From  a  social  point  of  view,  Henry 
George  did  exactly  the  same  thing.  The 
bits  and  pieces  become  interrelated  until 
it  is  possible  to  perceive  man’s  problems 
as  interrelated.  No  longer  just  one  grass 
fire  after  another,  wasting  our  energies 
while  we  could  be  doing  something 
better. 

In  essence  George  assumed  we  were 
given  enough  intelligence  by  God  really 
to  think  for  ourselves.  We  are  the  experts 
of  life,  simply  requiring  a  pattern  to  see. 
Secondly,  God’s  resources  left  for  us 
belong  to  all,  while  that  which  we 
fashion  through  our  labors  becomes  ours. 
At  last  a  basis  for  differentiation  between 
what  is  owned  in  common  and  what  is 
owned  privately.  If  more  capitalists  and 
communists  were  to  use  George’s  logical 
rationale,  we  would  have  fewer 
arguments. 

-While  I  want  the  church  to  maintain  its 
response  to  the  personal  side  of  our  lives, 
it  needs  to  become  intelligently  effective 
on  the  communal  side  as  well.  All  of  our 
social  action  is  an  attempt  to  do  that, 
usually  frustrated  and  ineffective 
compared  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
problem.  We  fight  little  wars,  solve  little 
problems,  while  the  big  ones  go  on 
unimpeded. 

Of  course,  we  should  care  about  the 
little  problems,  the  personal  ones,  but, 
for  God’s  sake,  don’t  ignore  the  big  ones. 

I  would  wish  for  each  United  Methodist 
that  he  or  she  really  learn  to  see  the 
world  that  God  intended  as  He  created. 
The  answers  are  simple  in  the 
understanding,  but  perhaps  difficult  in 
the  execution.  We  often  assume  that 
doing  something  is  better  than  doing 
nothing.  Not  true.  Doing  the  wrong  thing 
can  be  worse  than  doing  nothing,  and  this 
has  been  our  usual  action. 

I  would  wish  for  each  United  Methodist 
that  he  or  she  would  read  the  works  of 
this  19th  century  social  philosopher  and 
economist,  Henry  George,  whose  most 
popular  book,  “Progress  and  Poverty,” 
was  printed  in  1879.  George’s  practical 
understanding  can  make  God  come 
alive.  At  the  very  least  you  would  come 
to  understand  why  tilings  work  the  way 
they  do  in  spite  of  all  our  good  intentions 
and  best  efforts. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Clay  Berling, 
is  a  member  of  the  Albany  UMC  in 
Albany,  California  (Calif or nia-Nevada 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


My  Witness 


Active  layman’s  long  influence  for  God  recalled 


By  WILLIAM  A.  ROWELL  JR. 

This  month  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  publish  a  supplement  to  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Hymns  — 
gospel,  contemporary,  and  ethnic  hymns 
—  singable,  enjoyable  and  easy  to  learn. 
Allen  W.  Morgan,  who  passed  into  life 
eternal  May  3,  1981,  will  applaud  in 
heaven,  knowing  his  efforts  for  such  a 
publication  were  not  in  vain.  Allen  was 
that  rare  individual  who  could  inspire 
others  to  sing  God’s  praise,  and  enable  us 
to  sing  better  than  we  thought  possible. 
I  expect  him  even  now  to  be  tapping  his 
foot  in  rhythm  while  directing  a  heavenly 
chorus  in  praising  the  Savior. 

Perhaps  Allen  could  lead  singing  so 
well,  because  God  gave  him  the  gift  of 
teaching.  At  least  five  United  Methodist 
pastors  serving  in  Louisiana  and  Texas, 
and  many  laity,  were  given  a  solid 
foundation  in  Bible  and  faith  through 
Allen’s  tutoring.  He  had  no  college 
degree;  he  did  have  a  rich  faith  and 
wonderful  way  of  teaching.  Allen  gave 


credit  to  two  mentors  of  this  century  — 
Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith  and  Dean  R.  E. 
Smith  of  Centenary  College  —  and  two 
mentors  of  other  centuries  —  Moses  and 
Paul.  Dedicated,  hard  work  and  efficient 
organization  of  material  went  into  the 
serious  business  of  challenging  young 
adults  to  exercise  their  Christian  faith. 

Allen  taught  Sunday  School  41  years, 
took  a  two  year  break  on  retirement  from 
his  secular  employment,  and  then 
returned  to  the  Sunday  School 
classroom.  Two  heart  attacks  prevented 
full-time  teaching  for  most  of  four  years, 
but  he  was  still  teaching  and  indeed 
breaking  new  ground  on  May  3. 
Generation  after  generation  were  asked 
to  invest  faith  in  God  by  one  who  in  his 
own  faith  kept  searching,  testing, 
growing  till  the  day  he  died. 

In  more  than  41  years  of  secular 
employment  and  eight  and  a  half  years  of 
retirement  ;  in  his  response  to  two  heart 
attacks  and  cardiac  shock;  in  his  wife, 
three  daughters,  three  sons-in-law,  and 


eight  grandchildren  —  wherever  one 
encounters  the  history  of  the  man  —  one 
sees  the  inspiration  of  God.  In  his 
planning  of  his  funeral  and  for  those  he 
leaves  behind,  we  see  evidence  of  the 
resurrection  experience.  In  his  living  and 
dying  and  legacy  of  love,  we  discover  a 
style  of  faith  exemplified. 

Bom  in  Arkansas,  reared  in  Houston, 
Texas,  Allen  resided  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  his  last  41  years.  But  the 
influence  of  one  committed  layman 
crosses  boundaries  of  geography  and 
denomination  to  touch,  inspire  and  bear 
fruit.  As  a  clergy  person,  I  entrust  myself 
and  my  family  to  the  itinerate  system 
and  connectional  nature  of  the  church. 
Yet,  thanks  be  to  God  for  laity  who  hold 
the  system  together,  who  “continue  the 
singing,”  who  become  anchors  of  hope 
and  landmarks  of  love.  Through  one 
layman  named  Allen  Morgan,  I  honor  all 
laity  today  as  the  “royal  priesthood,”  the 
committed  followers  of  Christ,  the  people 
of  God. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  ofjhe  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.,  is  a  pastor  of  the 
lowa-Hayes  UMC  in  Iowa,  Louisiana 
(Louisiana  Conference) ;  the  late  Allen  W. 
Morgan,  about  whom  this  article  is 
written,  was  Mr.  Rowell's  father-in-law. 
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Scandinavia  and  Holland,  Sept.  23  1981. 
$1700  including  airfare,  first  rate 
hotels,  private  bus,  breakfast 
and  evening  meal.  (A  few  places  left.) 
$200  deposit 
5414  N.E.  River  Rd. 

Chicago.  III.  60656 
(Mrs.  Robert  Pierce) 

If  interested,  call  collect 
(616)845-1173 
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Emma  us  activates  members 


Upper  Room  offers  spiritual  growth  aid  to  all  churches 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  The  Upper  Room’s  Em- 
maus  program  attracts  hardly-involved 
church  members,  “knocks  them  off  dead 
center”  and  turns  them  into  excited  par- 
•  ticipants  in  their  congregations,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pastor  of  one  United 
Methodist  church  which  began  the 
•retreats  two  years  ago. 

After  meeting  here  last  month  with 
representatives  from  the  local  Emmaus 
groups  around  the  nation,  United 
Methodists’  Upper  Room  now  is  offering 
to  start  the  “spiritual  formation”  pro¬ 
gram  in  churches  of  all  Protestant  denom¬ 
inations  whenever  aid  is  requested. 

The  Upper  Room,  a  section  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  best 
known  for  devotional  publications,  has 
worked  more  than  three  years  in 
spreading  the  program.  Some  13  local 
groups  are  underway. 

The  Emmaus  program,  some  feel, 
brings  to  churches  something  very 
similar  to  the  class  meetings  of  John 
Wesley  which  nurtured  the  explosive 
Methodist  movement  in  the  18th  and  19th 
centuries. 

Each  local  group  primarily  is  lay-led 
but  requires  considerable  commitment 
from  one  pastor  who  serves  as  the 
spiritual  director.  “The  investment  of 
time  for  a  pastor  is  very  large,”  said  the 
Rev.  David  Miller,  spiritual  director  of 
the  two-year-old  Cincinnati  movement 
and  associate  pastor  of  Hyde  Park  Com¬ 
munity  UMC.  Because  of  the  difficulty  in 
finding  pastors  who  will  and  can  make 
that  kind  of  investment,  “I  don’t  think 
Emmaus  will  grow  as  rapidly  as  we 
would  like,”  he  told  TM/UMR. 

“But  the  investment  pays  off;  the 
program  definitely  has  made  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  our  church,”  he  said.  “A  high 
percentage  of  the  people  who  have  par¬ 
ticipated  have  not  been  very  church- 
oriented  in  the  past.  They  were  on  the 
periphery  but  weren’t  really  happy  being 
there.  .  .  .  It’s  a  bit  frightening  for  those 


How  Emmaus  starts 

At  the  local  level,  Emmaus  begins 
with  an  intensive,  three-day  retreat 
which  includes  numerous  talks  by 
clergy  and  lay  persons  about  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  Christian  faith  and  action. 
Considerable  time  is  also  spent  in 
meditation,  discussion  and  ex¬ 
periencing  Holy  Communion. 

But  that  is  just  the  beginning. 
“Graduates”  are  encouraged  to  form 
voluntary  groups  of  four  to  six  persons 
who  meet  for  short  periods  as  often  as 
weekly  to  share  experiences,  support 
one  another  during  personal  trials  and 
generally  bolster  each  other  in  the 
Christian  faith.  Furthering  the  resem¬ 
blance  to  John  Wesley’s  class  meetings 
is  the  emphasis  on  personal  study  of  the 
Bible,  religious  publications  and 
material  that  explains  social  issues 
about  which  Christians  should  be  con¬ 
cerned. 

All  Emmaus  “graduates”  from  an 
area  are  invited  to  gather  monthly  for 
testimonies,  singing,  praying  and  Com¬ 
munion.  From  this  community  of 
“graduates”  comes  the  team  members 
who  run  continuing  retreats  for  other 
members  of  the  local  church  or  churches 
and  to  help  the  Upper  Room  establish 
programs  in  other  communities. 


people  to  sign  up  for  the  retreat  because 
they  don’t  know  how  they  will  change. 

“I  don’t  know  if  it  is  just  our  church, 
but  we  are  getting  a  lot  of  young  adults, 
many  of  them  singles,  in  the  program. 
They  are  nearing  30,  a  time  of  re¬ 
evaluating  their  lives.” 

After  becoming  part  of  the  Emmaus 
community,  most  of  these  people  become 
regular  in  their  church  attendance,  Mr. 
Miller  said.  “They  are  motivated  to  learn 
more.  Many  have  become  key  people  in 
the  beginning  of  our  Bethel  Bible  Study 
program  here.  I  haven’t  checked,  but  I’d 


bet  their  giving  has  increased.” 

Mr.  Miller  claimed  that  he  has  not  seen 
any  tendency  for  members  of  the  Em¬ 
maus  community  to  become  exclusive 
and  assume  a  superiority  attitude. 
Rather,  he  said,  they  have  become 
"leaven”  in  the  church  school  classes, 
commissions  and  wherever  else  they 
work  in  the  church. 

The  Upper  Room  began  the  retreat 
program  about  four  years  ago  as  an  ad¬ 
junct  effort  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Cur- 
sillo  movement  which  has  spread 
throughout  the  United  States  and  other 
nations  since  its  start  in  Spain  in  the 
1940s.  The  Episcopalian  and  Lutheran 
(the  main  three  Lutheran  denominations 
work  together)  churches  also  have 
initiated  adjunct  programs  during  the 
last  decade. 

But  the  lay-led  National  Secretariat  of 
the  Catholic  Cursillo  movement  last  win¬ 
ter  protested  the  ecumenical  nature  of 
the  Upper  Room  program.  Members 
from  the  Catholic,  Lutheran  and 
Episcopalian  movements  often  served  on 
Upper  Room  teams,  and  members  of 
many  more  denominations  went  through 
the  retreats.  Finally  last  spring,  the 
National  Secretariat  forced  the  Upper 
Room  to  either  exclude  everyone  but 
United  Methodists  or  cease  using  the 
Cursillo  name. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Wood,  director  of 
Spiritual  Formation  for  the  Upper  Room, 
said  that  although  the  Upper  Room  has 
regretfully  disassociated  itself  from  the 
Catholic  secretariat,  it  continues  in 
fellowship  with  Catholic  Cursillo  leaders 
on  the  local  level.  The  Upper  Room  has 
renamed  its  program  “Emmaus,”  but 
the  “content  and  technique  are  the 
same,”  Mr.  Wood  said.  Since  the  name 
change,  individual  Catholics  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  Emmaus  retreats,  he 
said. 

Meeting  at  the  same  time  in  the  same 
building  where  the  Emmaus  represen¬ 
tatives  gathered  in  Atlanta  were  leaders 
of  the  Episcopalian  and  Lutheran  Cur- 


Opportunities  expanding  to  join  special  UM  communities 


Opportunities  to  join  on-going  Emmaus  and  other  Upper 
Room-related  spiritual  growth  programs  are  expanding. 

Dots  on  the  map  represent  Emmaus  communities  based  in  a 
single  city  or  town.  Circled  dots  indicate  ecumenical  com¬ 
munities  that  have  United  Methodist  leadership  but  which 
may  not  have  changed  their  names  from  Cursillo  to  Emmaus 
yet. 

Shaded  areas  show  where  an  annual  conference  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  sponsoring  Upper  Room-assisted  Em¬ 
maus  programs  conference-wide. 


Conferences  that  are  outlined  but  not  shaded  are  developing 
Emmaus  programs  to  begin  within  the  next  year. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  Upper  Room  has  ongoing  Emmaus 
programs  at  the  Turney  Center  Prison  in  Tennessee  and  the 
Dwight  Women’s  Correctional  Institute  and  Vienna  Prison  in 
Illinois. 

Persons  desiring  more  information  about  any  of  these  or 
about  starting  an  Emmaus  program  should  call  the  Rev. 
Robert  R.  Wood  at  (615  )  327-2700  or  write  to  the  Upper  Room, 
1908  Grand  Ave.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 


sillo  movements.  Mr.  Wood  said  the  Up¬ 
per  Room  invited  them  to  join  with  the 
Emmaus  program,  but  they  decided  to 
work  a  little  longer  at  reaching  an 
agreement  with  the  Catholic  secretariat 


that  would  allow  them  to  remain  in 
formal  association  with  the  Catholics. 

Mr.  Wood  noted  that  the  Upper  Room 
philosophically  must  be  committed  to 
ecumenical  efforts.  Although  it  is  con¬ 


trolled  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  it  is  totally  self- 
supporting  through  sales  of  literature  to 
persons  of  all  denominations,  he  ex¬ 
plained. 


‘'Victory  by  forfeit’  claimed 

Falwell  declines  to  debate  editor 


Team  uncovers  oldestsaered  ark  yet  found 


NEW  YORK  —  Two  religion  professors  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Duke  University  were  among  three  leaders  of  an 
■  archeological  team  which  uncovered  what  they  say  is  the 
oldest  sacred  ark  yet  found.  The  digging  in  Israel  was  led  by 
Dr.  Eric  Meyers;  his  wife,  Dr.  Carol  Meyers,  and  by  Dr. 


James  F.  Strange,  Dean  of  Arts  and  Letters  at  the  University  of 
South  Florida.  The  half-ton  uppermost  fragment  of  the  ark, 
pictured,  is  made  of  white  limestone  and  features  two  lions 
astride  a  gabled  roof.  The  team  established  the  ark’s  antiquity 
at  some  time  from  A.D.  250  .  religious  news  service  photo 


DALLAS— An  exchange  of  Mailgrams 
last  week  has  apparently  signaled  the 
end  to  prospects  for  a  debate  between  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  head  of  the  “Moral 
Majority,”  and  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  editor  of  The  Texas  Metho¬ 
dist/United  Methodist  Reporter  (see 
TM/UMR,  July  31). 

Mr.  Falwell  declined  the  challenge  to 
debate  issued  on  July  22  by  Mr.  Dunnam, 
saying  that  it  would  be  a  “waste  of  time” 
and  would  “not  resolve  the  basic  dif¬ 
ferences  between  us.”  Mr.  Dunnam  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment  at  this  decision, 
but  said  he  regarded  Mr.  Falwell’s 
decision  as  “a  type  of  victory  by  forfeit 
for  the  position  I  represent.  ” 

Mr.  Dunnam  issued  the  debate 
challenge  following  Mr.  Falwell’s 
negative  reaction  to  President  Reagan’s 
nomination  of  Judge  Sandra  O’Connor  to 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The  editor 
proposed  that  the  debate  focus  on  (1) 
abortion  as  an  issue  of  Christian  concern, 
and  related  issues  such  as  the  proposed 
Human  Life  Amendment,  and  (2)  the  ap¬ 
propriate  role  of  Christian  religious 
leaders  in  the  appointment  of  govern¬ 
mental  officials.  He  also  cited  as  a 
“deeper  motive”  for  proposing  the 
debate  “a  conviction  that  the  Moral 
Majority  has  come  to  epitomize  a  type  of 
political  activity  draped  in  religious  ter¬ 
minology  which  I  consider  fun¬ 
damentally  at  odds  in  many  respects 
with  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

In  a  Mailgram  read  to  the  news  media 
on  August  4  and  received  by  Mr.  Dunnam 
the  following  day,  Mr.  Falwell  declined 


Mr.  Dunnam’s  invitation  to  debate.  He 
listed  three  reasons.  His  first  referred  to 
Mr.  Dunnam’s  letter  in  which  he  (Dun¬ 
nam)  said  he  was  “responding  to  what  I 
understand  to  be  a  call  from  God  ...” 
To  that  point,  Mr.  Falwell  replied,  “In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  God  has  spoken  to 
you,  He  has  said  nothing  to  me.” 

Mr.  Falwell  also  said  he  does  not  feel 
that  Mr.  Dunnam  represents  “a  viable 
segment  of  Christendom.” 

In  addition  to  these  basic  reasons  given 
for  rejecting  the  debate  challenge,  Mr. 
Falwell  asserted  that  he  believes  in  “the 
verbal  inspiration  and  infallibility  of 
scripture”  and  that  Mr.  Dunnam  does 
not.  Mr.  Falwell  added,  “I  therefore  op¬ 
pose  abortion,  you  do  not.  I  want  to 
eliminate  pornography,  you  do  not.  A 
debate  would  not  change  your  mind  or 
mine.” 

Turndown  ‘not  surprising’ 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  at  a  news  conference 
here  Aug.  4  that  Mr.  Falwell’s  decision 
“is  ironic  but  really  not  surprising.  It  is 
relatively  safe  for  someone  like  Mr. 
Falwell  —  representing  himself  as  a 
spokesman  for  the  ‘Moral  Majority’  of 
Christians  —  to  engage  in  debate  with 
someone  like  the  publisher  of  Penthouse 
magazine  (which  Mr.  Falwell  did  on  a 
recent  television  show).  It  would  be 
risky,  however,  for  him  to  engage  in 
debate  with  a  fellow  Christian  whose 
knowledge  of,  and  reverence  for,  the 
Bible  is  at  least  equal  to  his  own.  Hence, 
one  can  readily  understand  his  reluc¬ 
tance  to  allow  his  distorted,  politicized 
version  of  Christianity  to  be  subjected  to 


Youth  body’s  concerns  not  too  different  from  older  UMs’ 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  —  Peace  with 
justice  and  revitalization  of  local  church 


youth  ministries  were  the  priority 
concerns  selected  by  delegates  to  the 
1981  United  Methodist  National  Youth 
Ministries  Organization  (NYMO) 


Finally!  A  Stewardship  Plan  that 
works  in  only  6  weeks! 


for  any  size  church! 


CommPac  is  a  unique  stew¬ 
ardship  plan  because  it 
can  be  adapted  to  meet  the 
financial  needs  of  any 
church  for  whatever 
length  of  time  it  takes — 6 
weeks  or  up  to  52  weeks. 

It  contains  complete  step- 
by-step  instructions  and 
g'uidance,  and  involves  ev¬ 
eryone  in  your  church 
with  a  checklist  covering- 
their  responsibilities. 

CommPac  stresses  giving, 
not  as  a  chore,  but  as  an 
act  of  sharing  what  God 
has  seen  fit  to  give  to  you. 

The  members  of  your  congregation  will  be  inspired  to  help  by  2 
filmstrips,  2  cassettes,  leader’s  guide,  and  scripts — with  instruc¬ 
tional  packets  dealing  with  committee  responsibilities. 

Complete  CommPac  Kit.  C08-060685 .  29.05 

Prices  subject  to  change  Add  tax  where  applicable.  Transportation  extra. 


convocation  held  here  last  week. 

Although  not  choosing  spiritual  life  as  a 
program  priority,  the  more  than  150 
youth  and  adult  delegates  approved  in 
principle  having  a  youth  spiritual  life 
rally  every  four  years.  It  would  replace 
one  of  the  two  NYMO  legislative 
convocations  which  are  held  in  each 
quadrenium. 

In  choosing  its  new  priority,  peace  with 
justice,  delegates  mandated  that  the 
NYMO  organization  provide  resources  to 
local  churches,  annual  conferences  and 
jurisdictions  to  educate  young  United 
Methodists  about  God’s  message  of 
peace  and  justice,  including  material  on 
the  related  issues  of  world  hunger, 
racism/sexism  and  the  challenges  of 
Africa  and  Latin  America. 

NYMO  is  administratively  linked  to 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  council  on  ministries  of 
each  annual  conference  is  entitled  to 
send  one  adult  and  two  youths  as  voting 
delegates  to  the  legislative  convocations 
which  set  policy  for  the  organization. 

To  alternate  the  convocation  with  a 
spiritual  life  rally  will  require  General 
Conference  approval.  The  delegates 
charged  the  NYMO  steering  committee 
to  bring  to  the  next  convocation  in  1983 
the  by-laws  changes  for  possible 
submission  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

Mark  Conarroe,  outgoing  NYMO 
steering  committee  chairperson,  told 
TM/UMR  that  spiritual  renewal 
experiences  for  youth  have  been  some¬ 
what  lacking  in  NYMO— and  the  UMC— 
in  the  past.  He  said  he  believes  that  by  ful¬ 
filling  the  spiritual  life  needs  of  young 
persons,  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
more  likely  to  retain  them  as  members. 

Reversing  the  flow  of  youth  from  the 
UMC  is  the  aim  of  the  priority  on 
revitalizing  youth  ministries.  The  1979 
legislative  convocation  also  had  chosen 
that  as  a  priority. 


The  Rev.  Bud  Gordon,  NYMO 
executive  director,  explained  that  the 
organization’s  steering  committee  will 
develop  the  implementation  of  the 
priorities.  NYMO  can  only  attempt  to 
persuade  local  church  youth  groups  and 
general  church  agencies  to  become 
involved  in  the  priority  areas.  It  has  no 
authority  to  compel  other  groups  to 
devote  special  attention  to  its  areas  of 
major  concern. 

Mr.  Gordon  added,  though,  that 
“through  the  selection  of  priorities, 
we  are  better  able  to  select  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  projects.”  The  fund 
consists  of  money  raised  by  youth  groups 
for  projects  benefitting  youths.  Of  all 
funds  raised,  70  percent  remains  in  the 
youth  groups’  own  annual  conferences, 
and  30  percent  goes  to  support  NYMO 
projects,  and  administration. 

The  convocation,  which  included 
representation  from  all  but  four  of  the  73 
annual  conferences,  approved  for  the 
first  time  five  emphases  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  general  church’s  boards  and 
agencies  within  whose  areas  the  issues 
would  fall.  The  emphases  include: 

•  Development  of  one’s  spiritual  life 
through  prayer,  Bible  study  and 
meditation; 

•  Emphasis  on  family  by  strengthening 
communication  among  its  members  and 
becoming  aware  of  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse  among  youth  and  their  parents,  of 
the  influence  of  the  media  on  youth  and  of 
Christian  faith  and  human  sexuality ; 

•  Communication  to  better  inform 
young  people  about  the  United  Methodist 
connectional  system; 

•  Empowerment  of  minority  youth; 

•  Elimination  of  institutional  racism  at 
all  levels  of  youth  ministry. 

The  150  delegates,  with  some  200  teen¬ 
agers  and  adults  observing,  dealt  with 
resolutions  about  some  of  the  same  social 
and  political  issues  that  have  been 
covered  in  statements  from  other  United 


Methodist  bodies.  For  example,  NYMO 
condemned  all  U.S.  economic  and 
military  aid  to  El  Salvador  and  called  for 
the  return  of  all  U.S.  military  advisors. 

Condemning  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  for 
racist  attitudes  “uncompatible  with 
Christian  teachings,”  the  delegates  also 
took  a  stand  against  “more  subtle 
racism.”  They  passed  a  measure 
creating  a  commission  on  ethnic 
minority  youth  concerns  to  monitor 
institutional  racism  and  to  meet  during 
future  convocations. 

Following  the  lead  of  the  general 
church,  NYMO  affirmed  the  use  of 
inclusive  language  in  all  its  own 
statements  and  worship  services.  After 
lengthy  debate,  the  delegates  also 
expressed  support  for  the  equal  rights 
amendment. 

Citing  the  UMC’s  “open  concern  about 
teenage  sexuality,”  the  delegates 
commended  Planned  Parenthood  for  its 
programs  despite  some  opposition  from 
individuals  who  criticized  the  pro-choice 
abortion  stand  of  the  non-profit,  family¬ 
planning  agency. 

While  defeating  a  proposal  to  join  the 
National  Interreligious  Service  Board  for 
Conscientious  Objectors,  the  convocation 
passed  a  resolution  supporting  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  stand  affirming 
both  those  choosing  conscientious 
objection  and  those  choosing  military 
service. 

Calling  for  a  bi-lateral  reduction  in  the 
nuclear  arms  stockpiles  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
convocation  also  criticized  the  mobile 
MX  missile  system  as  a  threat  to  both 
human  rights  and  the  environment  at 
any  site  chosen. 

The  delegates  also  voted  for  NYMO  to 
join  the  Young  Christians  for  Global 
Justice,  an  ecumenical  council  in  North 
America  made  up  of  Christian 
organizations  whose  members  are  young 
people  from  16-30. 


critical  scrutiny.” 

In  a  statement  at  the  news  conference 
Mr.  Dunnam  added,  “Since  issuing  my 
challenge,  I  have  received  dozens  of  calls 
and  letters  of  encouragement.  This  re¬ 
enforces  my  conviction  that  there  are 
millions  of  God-fearing,  Bible-believing 
Christians  whose  outlook  and  attitudes 
are  not  reflected  by  the  likes  of  Jerry 
Falwell  and  the  ‘Moral  Majority’.  They, 
like  I,  believe  that  the  Christian  message 
is  first  of  all  ‘Good  News,’  and  not  ‘Bad 
News.’  It  is  a  message  which  takes 
literally  John  3:16-17,  that  God  loves  the 
world  He  created,  and  that  He  sent  Jesus 
into  the  world  to  save  it,  not  condemn  it.  ” 
Following  actual  receipt  of  Mr. 
Falwell’s  Mailgram  on  Aug.  5,  Mr.  Dun¬ 
nam  sent  a  Mailgram  to  Mr.  Falwell.  He 
asserted  that  the  Lynchburg,  Va.  in¬ 
dependent  Baptist  minister’s  response 
“is  replete  with  distortions,  innuendos, 
hypocrisy  and  misrepresentations.  It 
reveals  all  the  more  clearly  why  your  oft- 
repeated  claim  to  be  a  strict  adherent  of 
the  Bible  needs  to  be  tested  in  a  public 
forum.”  Mr.  Dunnam  added  that  “I 
readily  understand  why  you  would  rather 
decline  my  invitation  and  lose  by  default 
than  risk  having  the  truth  of  Matthew 
7:15-17  demonstrated  before  an  audience 
which  includes  many  fellow  Christians.” 
Document  or  apologize 
Mr.  Dunnam  also  demanded  that  Mr. 
Falwell  document  his  allegations  about 
pornography  "or  else  issue  a  public 
apology  for  having  both  libeled  and  slan¬ 
dered  me  with  it.”  Mr.  Dunnam  said  his 
opposition  to  pornography  is  “a  matter  of 
written  record,”  and  he  added  that  Mr. 
Falwell  should  be  “thankful  that  I  take 
seriously  I  Corinthians  6: 1,7.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  insisted  that  he  does 
believe  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  “and 
regularly  refers  to  it  as  such.”  He  said, 
however,  that  the  issue  of  abortion  is  not 
addressed  directly  by  the  Bible,  thus 
making  human  interpretation  necessary. 

“In  spite  of  pretentious  statements  to 
the  contrary,  Mr.  Falwell  is  engaging 
in  interpretation  of  God’s  Word  when  he 
makes  statements  about  abortion,”  Mr. 
Dunnam  said.  “The  difference  is  that  I 
acknowledge  my  position  to  be  a  matter 
of  interpretation,  and  Mr.  Falwell  pur¬ 
ports  to  be  giving  us  the  pure, 
unvarnished  Word  of  God.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  insisted  that  his  position 
is  not  “pro-abortion”  but  “pro-choice.”  “I 
consider  abortion  to  be  a  moral  dilemma 
and  believe  that  it  may  be  morally  pre¬ 
ferable  to  its  alternatives  in  some 
cases,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  “I  believe 
Christian  compassion  requires  that  such 
a  choice  be  offered.  ” 

As  for  Mr.  Falwell’s  point  as  to  "who  or 
what  I  represent,”  Mr.  Dunnam  empha¬ 
sized  that  “neither  I  nor  any  other  indivi¬ 
dual  can  speak  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  or  its  members.  However,  Mr. 
Falwell’s  doubt  that  I  represent  any  ‘via-  * 
ble  segment  of  Christendom’  is  apparent¬ 
ly  belied  by  the  amount  of  public  interest 
and  support  my  challenge  has  created.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  closed  his  Mailgram: 
“Despite  your  decision  not  to  engage  in  a 
public  debate  with  me,  I  am  more  con¬ 
fident  than  ever  of  the  eternal  truth  of 
John  8:32,  Romans  8:28,  and  Galatians 
6:7.” 

The  challenge  to  the  debate  and  the 
Mailgram  exchange  between  the  two 
ministers  drew  considerable  attention 
from  the  public  media.  This  reached  a 
high  point  when  two  officers  in  Mr. 
Falwell’s  organization  gave  conflicting 
answers  to  reporters’  inquiries  as  to 
whether  or  not  Mr.  Falwell  intended  to 
accept  Mr.  Dunnam’s  challenge.  The 
Aug.  4  Mailgram  declining  to  debate 
followed  those  media  inquiries. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Cubans  flee  problems,  find  more  on  arriving  in  U.S. 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
'  Associate  Editor 

MIAMI  —  This  city  has  been  described 
as  "the  Cuba  of  1959,”  referring  to  a  time 
when  grocery  store  shelves  there  were 
re-stocked  everyday  as  they  are  now  in 
the  United  States. 

For  those  Cubans  arriving  in  the  mass 
immigration  called  the  Mariel  exodus 
last  year,  the  plenty  of  the  United  States 
is  awesome.  Mariel  is  the  Cuban  port 
from  which  many  refugees  left. 

"Many  have  declared  the  Cubans  the 
Jews  of  the  Caribbean,”  said  the  Rev. 
Roberto  Perez,  a  Cuban  United 
Methodist  minister  here.  “They  are  very 
much  into  private  enterprise.” 

Because  of  this  hard-working  orien¬ 
tation  to  success,  the  newcomer  Cubans 
should  fit  —  and  many  have  —  into  the 
bustling  commerce  of  Miami's  "Little 
Havana.”  And  while  some  Cubans  who 
arrived  years  earlier  have  welcomed  and 
helped  the  newcomers,  the  Mariels  are 
not  welcomed  everywhere,  explained  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Knox,  the  United  Methodist 
Miami  district  superintendent. 

Jobs  are  available 

He  described  how  the  Cuban  owners  of 


welding  and  metal  work  shops  have  of¬ 
fered  apprenticeships  to  both  Cuban  and 
Haitian  refugees,  if  the  church  can  pay 
for  the  materials  the  people  use  as  they 
learn. 

In  contrast  he  also  described  how  other 
established  Cubans  in  Miami  look  on  the 
Mariel  refugees  with  suspicion  and  con¬ 
cern.  They  fear  that  because  the  Mariels 
came  in  such  large  numbers,  their 
presence  might  negatively  affect  the 
existing  Cuban  population  of  the  city. 

The  get-ahead  attitudes  of  some 
newcomer  Cubans  also  can  cause  hard 
feelings,  suggested  Lucille  Bates,  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  ^om¬ 
en’s  Task  Force  on  Cuban  and  Haitian 
Refugee  Women  and  Children. 

"The  Haitians  have  been  better  ac¬ 
cepted  —  they  shuffle  a  little  better,”  she 
said. 

Cubans  arriving  in  the  United  States 
last  year  expected  not  only  freedom  but 
also  to  be  able  to  find  jobs  and  ta  begin  to 
earn  enough  money  to  buy  cars,  clothes 
and  jewelry  their  U.S.  relatives  showed 
them  in  photographs  that  they  had. 

“The  United  States  is  Eden  to  many 
people,  the  land  of  promise.  Here  is 
where  everyone  comes  and  does  well  — 


and  if  he  doesn’t,  he  doesn’t  write  home 
about  it,”  the  Rev.  Mike  Psyzk  said.  He 
is  the  United  Methodist  director  of  Church 
World  Service’s  Miami  refugee  office. 
As  the  son  of  Russian  parents,  he  was 
born  in  and  spent  his  youth  in  communist 
Cuba. 

Many  sent  to  centers 

Instead  of  being  allowed  to  begin  their 
quest  for  their  version  of  the  Great 
American  Dream  as  soon  as  they 
arrived,  however,  the  Mariel  Cubans 
were  sent  to  processing  centers  all  ove 
the  United  States  or  were  turned  out  on 
the  street.  Many  of  those  released  in 
Miami  had  no  place  to  go  and  no  sponsors 
from  voluntary  agencies  such  as  Church 
World  Service  (CWS),  Mr.  Psyzk  said. 

CWS  is  the  refugee  resettlement  arm  of 


Nestle  woes  welcomed 
by  boycott  proponents 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Leaders  of  the  international  boycott 
of  Nestle  Corp.  products  say  they  are 
heartened  by  Nestle’s  report  that  its 
1960  profits  fell  16  percent  from  the 
previous  year  to  a  total  of  9330  million. 

There  are  different  claims  about  the 
reason  for  the  drop.  But  the  reason  is 
not  as  important  as  the  drop  itself, 
said  Polly  Mann,  an  organizer  for  the 
Infact  (Infant  Formula  Action) 
Coalition  in  Minneapolis  which  coor¬ 
dinates  the  U.S.  boycott  effort. 

A  corporation  having  financial  dif¬ 
ficulties  is  much  more  likely  to  want 
to  avoid  the  negative  publicity  and 
threats  to  sales  posed  by  a  boycott 
campaign,  she  told  TM/UMR. 

With  Nestle  appearing  to  be 
vulnerable,  now  is  the  time  for  outside 
groups  to  intensify  the  pressure,  Ms. 
Mann  said.  And  that  is  what  several 
religious  groups  in  the  U.S.  have  been 
doing: 

•  The  general  assembly  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples)  voted 
1,625-275  in  its  bi-annual  meeting  last 
week  to  endorse  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
products. 

•  Four  more  United  Methodist  an¬ 
nual  conferences  endorsed  the  boycott 
in  the  spring  —  North  Texas,  South  In¬ 
diana,  Wyoming  and  Kansas  West.  Of  . 
the  73  conferences,  30  have  now  gone 
on  record  as  encouraging  their 
members  to  boycott  Nestle  products. 

•  Also  in  the  spring,  the  American 
Baptist  Convention  added  its  name  to 
the  seven  North  American  denomi¬ 
nations  which  had  endorsed  the  four- 
year-old  boycott  in  previous  years  — 
United  Presbyterian,  Presbyterian 
U.S.,  United  Church  of  Christ,  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Unitarian-Uni- 
versalist,  Anglican  Church  of  Canada 
and  the  United  Church  of  Canada. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  at  its 
1980  General  Conference  declined  to 
endorse  the  boycott.  Instead  it  set  up  a 
task  force  to  study  the  issue,  to  try  to 
negotiate  a  solution  to  the  controversy 
and  to  report  recommendations  to  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

The  task  force’s  reports  and  the 
United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  decision  to  hold 


its  fall  meeting  in  a  Nes tie-owned 
hotel  were  cited  by  Disciples  dele¬ 
gates  —  both  those  who  favored  and 
those  who  opposeed  a  boycott  — 
during  the  disciples  debate  last  week, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Glover, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Disciples’ 
Department  of  Christian  Education. 

For  a  decade,  church  organizations 
and  church-oriented  coalitions  have 
charged  that  Nestle’s  marketing 
practices  cause  poor  mothers,  who 
should  be  breastfeeding,  to  get  trap¬ 
ped  into  using  infant  formula  which 
they  end  up  overdiluting  with  impure 
water.  Malnutrition,  illness  and  death 
often  follow,  the  critics  claim. 

Although  Nestle  has  changed  many 
of  its  marketing  practices,  it  remains 
under  fire  primarily  for  supplying 
free  infant  formula  and  promotion 
materials  to  Third  World  medical 
professionals  who  then  dispense  them 
to  new  mothers.  Nestle  officials  con¬ 
tend  that  their  actions  do  not  affect 
decisions  about  breastfeeding  and 
that  Nestle  encourages  all  who  are 
able  to  nurse. 

The  16-percent  decline  in  Nestle 
profits  is  believed  by  “industry  obser¬ 
vers”  to  be  substantially  a  result  of 
the  boycott  according  to  a  press  re¬ 
lease  from  Infact.  One  leader  in  the 
boycott  movement,  however,  told 
TM/UMR  it  is  doubtful  whether 
anyone  can  know  yet  if  the  boycott  is 
having  a  financial  effect. 

A  Nestle  spokesman  said  the  drop 
was  caused  by  losses  in  an  Argentine 
subsidiary  and  by  the  Saudi  Arabian 
government’s  cancellation  of  a  multi- 
million-dollar  school  lunch  contract. 

A  brokerage  firm’s  research 
analyst  contacted  by  TM/UMR  by 
telephone  in  New  York,  said  interna¬ 
tional  food  firms  in  general  enjoyed 
increased  profits  in  1980.  But  Barry 
Ziegler,  vice  president  of  Bache  Hal¬ 
sey  Stuart  added  that  Nestle’s  poor 
performance  does  not  appear  to  be  re¬ 
lated  to  the  boycott.  He  pointed  out 
that  Nestle’s  sales  were  up  15  per  cent 
which  probably  was  ahead  of  interna¬ 
tional  inflation.  "Declining  sales 
would  be  the  indicator  that  a  boycott 
was  causing  damage,”  he  said. 


Students  flood  loan  office 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  un¬ 
certainty  of  federal  student  assistance 
along  with  the  increasing  costs  of  college 
tuition  and  expenses  has  caused  an  un¬ 
precedented  number  of  United 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  for  an  energetic,  enthusi¬ 
astic  person  who  enjoys  working  with  people:  well- 
organized,  self-disciplined,  to  work  on  a  multiple 
educational  staff  primarily  in  children's  ministries 
Degree  required,  preferably  in  the  social  sciences, 
humanities.  Christian  education  or  education. 
Completion  of  requirements  for  Diaconal  Ministry 
desirable  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Bill  Farrar,  Lay 
Personnel  Committee,  Trinity  UMC,  1400  Oxmoor 
Road,  Birmingham,  AL  35209. 


YOUTH  WORKER  -  Education  director.  Faith 
UMC,  Farmington,  Minn.  Send  resume  to  Faith 
UMC,  710 8th St  .  Farmington,  MN 55024 


WANTED.  Director  of  Christian  Education.  900- 
member  church,  city  population  10,000;  Houston 
area;  photo,  resume  and  references  required, 
contact  Rev  Marvin  Agnew,  First  UMC,  P.  O.  Box 
489.  Liberty.  TX  77575  m3)  336-6401. 


WANTED  l  Full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Programming;  2.  Part-time  Minister  of  Visitation 
Rader  Memorial  UMC,  205  N.E.  87  St.,  Miami.  FL 
33138 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  needed  part-time  for  a  300- 
member  church  in  Lake  Providence,  La  ,  to  develop 
and  direct  a  total  music  program.  Contact  Brady 
Forman.  First  UMC.  P.0  Box  148,  Lake  Providence, 
LA  71 254  Phone  (318  )  569-2260 


POSITION  OPEN:  DCE  with  major  emphasis  on 
Youth  Ministries  Sunday  school  enrollment  of  890 
Send  resume,  availability,  salary  and  pertinent 
information  to:  Staff-Parish  Committee,  First  UMC, 
1126 E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd..  Ocala,  FL 32670. 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT:  Person  to 
establish  financial  resource  program  to  include 
alumni  relations,  annual  fund,  endowment,  etc.  in 
unique  bilingual,  church- related  school  Salary 
negotiable  Dr  N  E  Gonzales.  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute,  Box  11.  El  Paso.  TX  79940,  (915  )  533-8286 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR:  The  First 
United  Methodist  Church/St.  Cloud,  Minnesota  is 
seeking  a  full-time  director  of  Christian  Education 
with  special  emphasis  on  coordinating  youth  and 
student  activities  for  the  period  between  September 
1981  -  June  1982  The  applicant  should  have  a 
Christian  commitment  to  education  and  a  back¬ 
ground  in  teaching  at  the  elementary  or  high  school 
level.  An  ability  to  relate  to  young  people  is 
essential.  Salary  approximately  $1,000  per  month. 
Send  application  to  Rev  W.  T.  Horst,  302  South  5th 
Avenue.  St.  Cloud.  MN  56301 


the  National  Council  of  Churches  through 
which  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  does  much  of  its 
refugee  work. 

"Those  who  came  here  (last  year) 
were  in  the  periphery  of  (Cuban)  society, 
without  an  ideological  commitment  to 
socialism,  Mr.  Psyzk  said.  And  while 
some  Cubans  came  eagerly,  some  Were 
sent  against  their  will  by  the  Cuban 
government.” 

Saying  he  can’t  "document  in  black 
and  white”  that  people  were  forced  onto 
boats  by  Cuban  authorities,  Mr.  Psyzk 
said,  that  this  is  the  picture  Church 
World  Service  workers  have  pieced 
together  from  stories  of  many  Mariel 
Cubans. 

"Because  these  things  are  well  known, 
people  are  reluctant  to  sponsor  Cubans,” 


Mr.  Psyzk  said.  He  is  referring  to  the 
CWS  program  through  which  church 
agencies  like  UMCOR  place  refugees  in 
local  churches  willing  to  help  newcomers 
get  a  fresh  start  in  this  country. 

"Many  of  the  social  outcasts  and 
criminals  (from  Cuba)  are  out  on  the 
streets.  Many  were  released  willy  nilly  to 
anyone,  whether  friends  or  relatives,” 
whether  firm  plans  for  taking  care  of 
them  had  been  made  or  not. 

"The  way  refugees  were  disbursed  in 
Miami,  no  doubt  many  are  just  as  bad  as 
the  ones  in  dentention  centers  in  Fort 
Chaffee  or  the  Atlanta  prison,”  Mr. 
Psyzk  added.  "The  government  even 
bypassed  the  voluntary  agencies.  Many 
were  let  out  of  Miami  and  the  camps 
without  any  screening  whatever.” 

Those  Cubans  at  Fort  Chaffee  and  the 


Young  Gladys  took  her  stand  for  Christ 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

MIAMI  —  Gladys  was  an  A  student. 
She  wanted  to  study  biology  in  college  as 
her  father  had.  The  only  stumbling  block 
was  that  she  was  a  practicing  Christian 
—  and  she  lived  in  Cuba. 

Dr.  Baulio  A.  Saenz,  who  is  now  project 
director  of  the  S.E.R.  Cubanos  center  of 
the  Christian  Community  Service  Agen¬ 
cy  here,  tells  of  his  trip  with  his  then  11- 
year-old  daughter  to  see  the  director  of 
scholarships  for  the  province  of  Havana 
where  they  lived.  This  was  about  five 
years  ago,  before  the  family  came  to  the 
United  States  last  year. 

"He  told  us  ‘she  should  get  a  scholar¬ 
ship  to  Lenin  School  —  but  she  has  a 
problem.  It  is  in  her  record  that  she  has 
religious  practices’,”  Dr.  Saenz  said,  still 
bristling  as  he  recalls  the  incident. 

Lenin  School  is  a  prestigious  college 
prep  school  that  only  the  brightest  young 
people  are  supposed  to  be  able  to  enter, 
he  explained. 

The  director  of  scholarships  suggested 
letting  Gladys  decide  ‘her  future’  for  her¬ 
self.  If  she  were  to  attend  the  Lenin 
School  and  continue  to  do  well,  the  of¬ 
ficial  promised,  she  would  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  study  in  East  Germany  or 
perhaps  even  the  Soviet  Union. 

"My  11-year-old  daughter  said  to  him, 
‘Your  proposition  then,  sir,  means  that  I 
have  to  give  up  Christ,  and  I  will  get  a 
career  in  return.  I  will  retain  Christ,  and 
you  can  keep  your  career’,”  Dr.  Saenz 
said. 


TM/UMR  PHOTO  BY  JOYCE  HOPKINS 

Both  communist  and  religious  officials 
in  Cuba  told  TM/UMR  in  April  that  such 
discrimination  violates  government 
policy.  Both  said  violations  do  occur  and 
that  they  are  encouraging  Christians 
to  appeal  through  established  channels 
or  through  the  Ecumenical  Council  of 
Cuba. 

Gladys  will  begin  her  junior  year  at  a 
Miami  high  school  this  fall,  still  an  all-A 
student  despite  language  difficulties. 

Dr.  Saenz  said  that  his  daughter  last 
year  was  the  only  student  in  her 
homeroom  class  with  a  straight-A 
average. 

"Her  teacher  was  very  pleased  with 
her,”  he  said,  his  own  pride  obvious  in 
the  smiling  way  he  talked  about  her 
achievements. 


Dr.  Saenz  and  his  family  arrived  in  this 
country  May  27, 1980,  as  part  of  the  mass 
immigration  allowed  by  the  Cuban 
government  and  sanctioned  by  the  U.S. 
government.  Most  Cubans  arriving  in 
what  has  been  called  the  Mariel  exodus 
had  arrived  by  mid-October. 

At  the  time  of  their  marriage,  Dr. 
Saenz  and  his  wife  tried  to  come  to  the 
United  States,  but  because  of  his  being  a 
Ph.D.  biologist,  the  Cuban  government 
would  not  allow  them  to  emigrate. 

Effects  of  living  under  communism 
also  were  felt  in  the  high  school  biology 
class  Dr.  Saenz  was  teaching  then. 

He  was  visited  in  1961  by  a  government 
official  and  criticized  for  teaching  about 
genes  (the  materials  in  the  body  gover¬ 
ning  heredity). 

"The  Soviet  scientists  at  that  time 
denied  that  they  existed,”  Dr.  Saenz 
said.  That  was  the  year  he  made  his  first 
request  to  leave  the  country,  an  almost 
continuous  effort  that  went  on  for  18 
years. 


Atlanta  prison  have  been  described  as 
mentally  or  physically  disabled  or 
among  those  believed  to  have  been 
known  criminals  in  Cuba. 

Program  needs  coordination 

Mr.  Pszyk  said  that,  ideally,  any 
program  regarding  refugee  resettlement 
would  include  input  from  voluntary  and 
church  agencies  to  help  the  federal 
government  plan  its  programs  and 
policies.  Even  now,  consultations  are 
held  between  federal  officials  and  volun¬ 
tary  agency  representatives  to  discuss 
quotas  for  nationals  wishing  to  enter  the 
United  States  each  year. 

"Basically  there  is  a  need  for  close 
coordination  and  cooperation  among  the 
private  sector  and  the  federal  and  state 
governments”  in  any  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  and  policy  planning,  Mr.  Psyzk 
said. 

Cubans  still  need  local  churches  to 
sponsor  them,  which  means  helping 
them  find  a  place  to  live  and  a  job,  to  help 
them  set  up  house  keeping  in  a  new  com¬ 
munity,  he  said. 

“Not  every  church  should  sponsor  a 
refugee,  but  any  church  can  help 
refugees  through  UMCOR,”  he  added. 
United  Methodists  can  use  their  Advance 
Special  or  second-mile  giving  to  specify 
funds  for  refugee  relief  or  resettlement 
efforts. 

He  said  that  efforts  of  United 
Methodists  and  people  of  other 
denominations  have  been  considerable  in 
helping  Church  World  Service  resettle 
the  some  350,000  refugees  it  has  helped 
find  new  homes  since  the  end  of  World 
War  II,  but  he  and  others  with  the 
refugee  relief  agency  can  see  a  time 
when  the  United  States  may  have  to  say 
"enough.”  He  said  an  overall  refugee 
policy  is  needed  in  this  country. 

“I  mean,  there  is  a  limit  to  im¬ 
migration  somewhere,”  he  said,  but  any 
policy  should  consider  the  needs  of  the 
U.S.  citizens  and,  "the  needs  of  the  people 
who  would  be  endangered  by  not  being 
allowed  to  stay  in  our  country.” 


U.S.  bishop  heads  WMC 


Methodists  called  to 
decade  of  evangelism 

Hu  n am  i  nine 


Methodists  to  turn  to  their  church  for 
help,  according  to  United  Methodist 
scholarship  and  loan  officials  here. 

The  Rev.  Esther  Edwards,  director  of 
the  Scholarship  and  Loan  Office  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  said  the  program  has  its  "back 
up  against  the  wall”  because  of  the  large 
number  of  requests.  "There  is  no  way  we 
can  pick  up  the  slack  caused  by  federal 
cutbacks.” 

She  said  500  applications  had  to  be 
carried  over  into  1981  from  1980,  and  by 
June  1  the  program  had  granted  two- 
thirds  the  number  of  loans  granted  in  all 
of  1980. 

While  there  are  always  more  requests 
for  help  than  there  is  money  available, 
Dr.  Edwards  said  the  demand  has  never 
been  greater.  "In  the  past  when  we  had 
to  turn  down  a  scholarship  applicant  we 
would  suggest  a  loan.  Now  we  can’t  even 
suggest  that.” 

Established  in  1868,  the  denomina¬ 
tional  loan  fund  receives  its  new  money 
for  investment  from  the  annual  Student 
Day  Offering,  to  be  taken  this  year  for 
the  first  time  on  the  Sunday  after 
Thanksgiving.  Previously  it  has  been 
received  during  the  summer  months. 

About  2,000  United  Methodist  students 
are  helped  each  year  with  loans  and 
scholarships.  The  1980  Student  Day  Of¬ 
fering  reached  $441,000,  about  $7,000  less 
than  the  previous  year.  A  total  of  524 
students  received  scholarships  totaling 
$277,000  and  1,557  students  received  loans 
totaling  $1,234,180. 

Dr.  Edwards  said  the  exact  nature  of 
all  the  federal  cutbacks  is  not  known 
although  they  are  inevitable,  certainly 
by  next  year.  She  said  federal  ap¬ 
plications  for  1981-82  are  "dangling.” 

In  this  kind  of  climate,  Dr.  Edwards 
said,  United  Methodist  students  are  tur¬ 
ning  to  their  church  in  droves. 

As  the  6  percent  loans  are  repaid  to  the 
church,  the  money  is  recycled  into  new 
loans  immediately.. 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

HONOLULU  —  Rejecting  questions 
about  "evangelistic  imperialism”  and 
saying  he  sees  "no  hope  for  peace  unless 
we  gather  around  the  Lord  and  savior 
Jesus  Christ,”  the  director  of  world 
evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council  has  called  on  Methodists  to 
become  participants  in  "a  decade  of 
world  evangelism.” 

Dr.  Alan  Walker  told  more  than  3,000 
delegates  to  the  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  here  last  month,  “There  is  great 
momentum.  Until  the  '80s,  we  were  in  a 
period  of  preparation  —  listening  and 
determining  how  we  could  help.  There 
are  subtle  changes  of  mood  in  Methodism 
—  notable,  observable  examples.” 

He  said  the  success  of  the  committee’s 
"Making  Disciples  Program”  in  1981  is 
symbolized  by  the  more  than  40,000  new 
members  who  joined  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Korea  this  year  between  Jan.  1  and 
Pentecost  Sunday,  June  7.  He  said 
because  of  insistence  by  many  member 
churches  —  especially  in  developing 
nations  —  the  "Making  Disciples 
Program”  will  be  an  annual  effort 
throughout  the  '80s. 

Also  in  response  to  developing  coun¬ 
tries,  Dr.  Walker  said  a  "World  Evan¬ 
gelism  Institute”  will  be  developed.  He 
described  the  institute  as  "faculty-based 
primarily  at  one  place,  but  able  to  go  to 
different  parts  of  the  world  upon 
request.”  Its  purpose  would  be  to  train 
pastors  and  lay  people  in  evangelism 
through  a  multi-racial  faculty. 

"By  drawing  on  the  resources  of  the 
world-wide  church,”  Dr.  Walker  said,  "it 
will  seek  to  multiply  the  witnesses  in 
global  evangelism .  ’  ’ 

It  was  the  World  Evangelism  Institute 
which  caused  several  delegates  at  the 
conference  to  express  concerns  of  a 
danger  that  the  world  evangelism  effort 
“may  smack  of  evangelistic  im¬ 
perialism.”  The  bulk  of  the  criticism 
came  from  delegates  of  the  British 
Methodist  Church,  but  that  delegation 
acknowledged  that  it  was  not  united  in 
questioning  the  evangelism  program. 

Delegates  from  churches  in  the  Pacific 
area  urged  those  from  the  world 
evangelism  group  to  be  sensitive  to 
ecumenical  efforts  in  their  area  and 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

A  delegate  from  an  African  denomina¬ 
tion  told  Dr.  Walker  that  they  would  wel¬ 
come  the  evangelism  efforts,  and  "if  you 
go  too  far  we  will  tell  you  to  get  off.” 

Dr.  Walker  expressed  appreciation  for 
the  concerns.  "Evangelistic  imperialism 
does  not  fit  what  we  are  trying  to  do,”  he 
said,  "We  go  to  help  and  not  impose 
ourselves  on  churches.” 

Other  aspects  of  the  overall 
evangelism  effort  for  the  decade  will  in¬ 
clude  a  second  International  Christian 
Youth  Conference  in  1983,  an  expansion 
of  linking  people  and  churches  for 
prayer,  witness  and  giving  for  world 
evangelism  through  covenanting 
fellowship,  the  forming  of  regional  com¬ 
mittees  and  possibly  regional  offices  to 
assist  in  evangelism  efforts,  and  a  call 
for  prayer  for  "a  world-wide  outpouring 
of  God’s  spirit.” 

Dr.  Walker  told  delegates  that  the 
churches  that  had  experienced  the  most 


spectacular  growth  in  the  Making 
Disciples  Program  were  without  fail, 
praying  churches. 

Dr.  Walker  said  he  saw  all  that  had 
been  accomplished  was  a  start  for 
something  greater.  "Now  we  must  say 
‘No  turning  back,  no  turning  back.  ’  ’  ’  . 


HONOLULU  -  United  Methodists 
from  the  United  States  will  play 
prominent  roles  in  World  Methodist 
Council  leadership  during  the  next  five 
years. 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  will  serve  as 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
and  will  preside  over  the  next  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  1986. 

Bishop  Cannon,  the  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area,  has  combined  the 
whole  of  his  ministry  with  support  of  the 
world-wide  Methodist  movement.  He  has 
served  the  World  Methodist  Council  in 
many  capacities  and  headed  the 
ecumenical  conversations  committee  of 
the  council  during  the  past  five  years. 

John  R.  Harper  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
was  re-elected  as  treasurer.  Two  ad¬ 
ditional  United  Methodists  will  occupy 


positions  on  the  council  presidium  for  the 
next  five-year  period.  They  are  Ms.  Marta 
Jan  Burke  of  Miama,  Fla.,  and  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder,  the  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Ohio  West  Area  and  from  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Sharing  leadership  responsibilities 
with  these  United  Methodists  will  be  the 
Rev.  Lawi  Imathia,  vice  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee,  from  Meru, 
Kenya;  and  presidium  members  Mrs. 
Katheryn  M.  Brown,  a  member  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
from  Atlanta,  Ga.;  the  Rev.  Donald 
English  of  Bristol,  England;  Margarita 
Grassi  of  Montevideo,  Uruguay;  Bishop 
M.  Elia  Peter  of  Hyderabad,  India; 
Bishop  Hermann  Sticher  of  Frank¬ 
furt/Main,  West  Germany;  and  Epeli 
Tagi  of  Suava,  Fiji.  —DAN  LOUIS 
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* Special  offer  ends  September  7,  7987,  so  order 
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Political  violence  proves  hazardous  to  missionaries 


By  Darrell  Turner 
Religious  News  Service 
Christian  missionaries  have  always 
known  their  work  to  be  hazardous.  But 
the  old  stereotype  of  a  pith-helmeted 
clergyman  with  a  distressed  expression 
sitting  in  a  cannibal’s  stewpot  has  been 
replaced  in  recent  years  by  the  image  of 
a  dead  body  that  has  fallen  victim  to 
political  violence. 


These  days  missionaries  are  being 
menaced  more  by  political  extremists 
than  by  “pagan  natives.”  In  some  cases, 
they  are  prevented  from  doing  their  work 
by  governments  that  expel  them. 

Protestant  and  Catholic  mission 
workers  have  been  victims  of  several 
violent  incidents  overseas  in  the  past 
year,  but  the  two  cases  that  drew  the 
most  publicity  in  the  United  States  were 


the  murders  of  four  American  Catholic 
women  in  El  Salvador  and  the  killing  of 
an  American  Protestant  Bible  translator 
in  Colombia. 

In  neither  case  have  the  killers  been 
brought  to  justice,  although  Salvadoran 
officials  arrested  six  National 
Guardsmen  in  April  on  charges 
connected  with  the  killings  of  the  women 
in  December.  Mr.  Bitterman,  a  worker 


The  scene  is  placid  as  these  children  in  a  pilot  school 
project  sponsored  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Guinea  Bissau  await  their  turn  to  entertain  visitors.  But 


life  is  dangerous  - 
in  other  countries. 


for  some  missionaries 
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for  the  evangelical  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators,  was  kidnapped  by  a  Marxist 
guerrilla  group  known  as  the  M-19 
Movement. 

Some  place  selves  in  danger 

Some  commentators  have  charged 
that  missionaries  place  themselves  in 
danger  by  becoming  involved  in  political 
activities  and  sometimes  actively  aiding 
revolutionary  movements.  Such 
implications  were  made  by  U.S. 
Secretary  of  State  Alexander  Haig  and 
United  Nations  Ambassador  Jeane 
Kirkpatrick  in  referring  to  the  women 
killed  in  El  Salvador. 

These  charges  have  been  denied  by  the 
families  of  the  women  and  by  Robert 
White,  United  States  ambassador  to  El 
Salvador  at  the  time  of  the  incident.  “The 
simple  minds  of  the  Salvadoran 
government  and  military  officials  and, 
unfortunately,  some  of  the  Reagan 
administration  equate  working  for  the 
poor  with  revolution,"  Mr.  White  said. 

Philippines  authorities  recently 
expelled  the  Rev.  Edward  Shellito,  a 
Maryknoll  missioner  who  had  been 
working  on  the  island  of  Mindinao. 
Although  no  official  reason  was  given, 
reports  in  Manila  newspapers  said  the 
priest  had  been  accused  of  “subversive 
activity.” 

Both  Father  Shellito  and  the  Rev. 
James  Noonan,  superior  general  of  the 
Maryknoll  Fathers,  denied  that  the 
priest  had  been  involved  in  anything 
other  than  “basic  Christian  ministry.” 
But  the  incident  once  again  raised  the 
question  of  when  missionary  work  may 
appear  to  cross  the  line  and  be  perceived 
as  “political.” 


Father  Noonan  addressed  this  point 
when  he  commented  that  “if  a  religious 
leader  is  truly  close  to  the  people  and  to 
his  or  her  community,  and  is  able  to  give 
the  basic  message  of  Christianity  —  that 
God  loves  all  equally,  has  endowed  all 
with  equal  diginity  and  rights  —  this  will 
be  considered  by  many  in  power  in  the 
Philippines  today  as  a  subversive 
activity.” 

Sometimes  missionaries  find 
themselves  in  danger  because  they  are 
working  with  the  approval  and 
cooperation  of  their  host  government. 
This  was  true  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Bitterman,  whose  abductors  charged 
that  he  was  a  spy  for  the  U.S.  Central 
Intelligence  Agency  (CIA). 

Apparently  the  charge  was  based  on 
the  fact  that  the  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators  have  a  contract  with  the 
Colombian  government  and  receive 
money  from  the  U.S.  Agency  for 
International  Development. 

A  congressional  investigation  of  the 
CIA  in  the  1970s  found  that  it  had 
recruited  missionaries  for  intelligence¬ 
gathering  purposes.  Attempts  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  clergy,  journalists  and 
academicians  by  the  spy  agency  failed 
last  year  when  the  Senate  declined  to 
incorporate  such  restrictions  into  the 
Intelligence  Oversight  Act  of  1980.  But 
most  denominational  missions  agencies 
have  adopted  their  own  policies  barring 
their  workers  from  cooperating  with  the 
CIA.  Wycliffe  leaders  have  said  that  if  any 
of  their  workers  were  found  to  have  CIA 
connections,  it  would  be  grounds  for 
dismissal. 

Another  hazard  is  kidnaping.  In  recent 
months,  two  Protestant  missions 


agencies  have  formally  announced 
policies  of  refusing  to  pay  ransom  for 
captured  workers.  The  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  said  that  to  pay 
ransom  “would  raise  serious  questions 
regarding  our  theology,  our  mission 
concepts  and  our  stewardship.  It  would 
place  every  other  member  of  our 
missionary  family  in  immediate 
jeopardy.” 

Ransoms  jeapordize  program 

Similarly,  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  World  Division  said 
in  April  that  compliance  with  ransom  • 
demands  would  “place  in  jeopardy  all 
personnel  and  programs  of  the  church.” 

During  the  1970s,  missionaries  in 
Rhodesia  and  Uganda  were  killed,  in 
some  cases  by  guerrillas  and  in  others  by  , 
government  forces.  Although 
widespread  political  violence  has 
lessened  in  those  countries  with  . 
Rhodesia’s  winning  black-majority  rule 
as  the  nation  of  Zimbabwe  last  year  and 
the  over-throw  of  Ugandan  director  Idi 
Amin  in  1979,  recent  incidents  indicate  . 
missionaries  are  still  not  entirely  safe  in 
either  country. 

Although  missions  agencies  frequently 
withdraw  their  workers  from  troubled 
countries  during  outbreaks  of  violence, 
most  allow  the  people  on  the  scene  to 
decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  prefer  to  leave.  In  such  cases, 
missionaries  are  tom  in  deciding 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  preserve 
their  own  lives  by  leaving  and  perhaps 
returning  later  or  whether  they  can  give 
a  more  powerful  witness  by  staying  with 
imperiled  civilians  who  cannot  leave. 


Computer  teaches  youths 
about  deadly  decisions 


PHOENIX  (RNS)  -  About  a  dozen 
teen-agers  sit  in  a  room  facing  Ralph, 
a  computer. 

They  are  the  only  ones  left  in  a 
world  where  a  holocaust  had  just 
occurred;  it  would  be  unsafe  for  them 
to  leave  the  room. 

Ralph  speaks,  telling  the  group  that 
its  oxygen  supply  is  limited  and  that 
one  fewer  person  should  be  in  the 
room.  The  group  has  to  decide  who 
should  be  eliminated. 

This  scene  was  simulated  last 
Summer  at  a  high  school  camp  for 
about  150  youths  sponsored  by 
Bethany  Bible  Church  here. 

The  church’s  youth  minister, 
Richard  McF&rlahd,  said  he  used  the 
“end  times”  theme  at  camp  as  a  way 
to  get  young  people  thinking  about 
moral  values  in  spiritual  terms. 

Ten  to  15  teen-agers  stayed  in  the 
rooms  for  2  to  2  \ k  hours,  fashioning 
laws  to  govern  themselves.  In  effect, 
they  were  to  start  a  new  society,  Mr. 
McFarland  said. 

The  group  elected  leaders  and  the 


others  learned  obedience  to  them  and 
their  newly  established  laws.  They 
also  decided  how  much  food  should  be 
distributed  among  themselves. 

Mr.  McFarland  said  that  one  such 
group  decided  not  to  eliminate  anyone 
from  the  room,  even  though  all  would 
eventually  die  from  a  shortage  of 
oxygen.  Another  group  determined 
that  the  “most  spiritual”  person  in  the 
group  should  be  eliminated. 

Ralph  —  actually  a  pre-recorded 
tape  —  proposed  another  situation  in 
which  someone  was  knocking  on  the 
door  and  opening  it  would  mean 
possible  radiation  poisoning. 

Mr.  McFarland  said  the  question 
was  whether  the  group  would  love 
another  person  enough  to  take  such  a 
risk.  The  key,  he  said,  was  to  figure 
out  values  placed  on  love  and  their 
relationships  to  one  another. 

That  six-day  camp  taught  the  high 
schoolers  about  values,  coping, 
attitude  development  and  decision 
making,  all  in  a  spiritual  context,  Mr. 
McFarland  said.  And  it  drew  together 
a  body  of  believers. 


Nailings: 

Pentecostalists  post  challenges  on  church,  synagogue  doors 


DENVER  (RNS)  -  Martin  Luther 
nailed  his  95  theses  to  the  church  door  in 
Wittenberg,  Germany,  474  years  ago. 

A  scene  something  like  that  was  played 
out  here  recently  by  a  Christian 
fundamentalist  pastor  who  nailed  his  "95 
theses”  to  the  doors  of  some  1,000 
churches  and  synagogues  in  metropolitan 
Denver. 

Starting  shortly  after  dark  and 
working  well  into  the  night,  the  Rev. 
Maurice  Gordon  and  12  two-member 
teams  fanned  out  across  the  city  to  tape 
copies  of  a  2-by-2-foot  scroll  to  every 
church  and  synagogue  door  they  could 
find. 

Printed  in  black  ink  with  red  reprints 
of  medieval  art  illustrating  the  Trinity, 
the  message  on  the  glossy-white  posters 
was  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  an 
invalid  belief  for  Christianity  Mr. 
Gordon  terms  the  Trinitarian  formula  as 
"the  most  diabolical  religious  hoax  and 
scandal  in  history.” 

Although  belief  in  the  Trinity  has  been 
a  fundamental  tenet  of  the  Christian 
faith,  Mr.  Gordon  disavows  it  and  quotes 
hundreds  of  Bible  passages  which  he 


believes  support  his  position. 

Mr.  Gordon,  already  known  for 
unusual  methods  of  making  his  points, 
said  he  and  members  of  his  church, 
Lovingway  Innercity  United  Pentecostal 
Church,  were  ostracized  from  various 
church  councils  and  agencies  because 
they  did  not  accept  the  Trinity  or  infant 
baptism. 

Missionary  members  of  the  United 
Pentecostal  Churches  have  been 
persecuted  verbally  and  physically  in 
other  countries  for  their  fundamentalist 
Christian  beliefs,  he  added. 

The  Saturday  night  “nailings”  were 
the  latest  in  a  string  of  Lovingway 
maneuvers  in  Denver. 

Members  have  tried  for  months  to  stop 
Hare  Kirshna  members  from  soliciting 
at  Denver’s  airport. 


Mr.  Gordon  has  preached  from  the  roof 
of  his  church  and  has  burned  what  he 
calls  pornography  and  Bible  translations 
he  dislikes  in  a  barbecue  grill  on  the 
State  Capitol  steps. 

The  300-member  church  also  was  taken 
to  court  a  few  years  ago  for  loud,  late- 
night  religious  services. 

More  than  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Gordon, 
who  proudly  calls  himself  a  “primitive 
Christian,”  offered  $1  million  cash  to 
anyone  who  could  prove  to  him  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity  was  substantiated 
in  the  Bible.  He  said  he  received  many 
phone  calls  and  letters  in  response,  but 
no  one  demanded  the  money. 


He  predicted  that  his  late-night  poster 
campaign  “will  eclipse  everything  we’ve 
done  in  Denver.” 

For  the  first  200  years  of  Christianity  — 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  was  not  a 
normative  Christian  belief  and  did  not 
become  one  until  after  the  First 
Ecumenical  Council  in  325  A.D., 

according  to  Mr.  Gordon’s  theology. 

His  church  falls  roughly  into  the 
Pentecostal  movement’s  “Jesus  only” 
faction  which  recognizes  God  as  Jesus 
Christ  alone  and  rejects  the  classic 
formula  of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 
Most  Pentecostal  denominations 
however,  do  accept  that  formula. 


Disadvantage  turns  into  boon 

Congregation  grows  in  transient  m  ilitary  area  of  border  town 


EL  PASO  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  Bob 
Stewart  and  his  wife  Wanda  were  so 
broke  one  Christmas  they  couldn’t  afford 
gifts  for  their  three  daughters. 

Some  months,  church  collections  barely 
topped  $105.  The  house  rent  alone  was 
$85. 

Yet,  says  Mr.  Stewart,  an  independent 
minister,  “It’s  been  the  greatest  25  years 
that  a  man  could  have  spent.” 

That’s  because  he  managed  to  turn  a 
pastor’s  nightmare  into  a  pastor’s 
dream. 

His  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church  recently 
celebrated  its  25th  anniversary  in 
Northeast  El  Paso  where  today  it  thrives 
despite  the  early  doubts  of  practically 
everybody,  including  Mr.  Stewart,  that  it 
hadn’t  a  prayer  of  lasting  a  year. 

His  congregation  -  includes  mostly 
transient  military  families  from  nearby 
Fort  Bliss.  Such  a  mobile  congregation 
doesn’t  give  a  church  a  very  solid 
economic  foundation.  But  the  pastor 
managed  to  turn  a  disadvantage  into  a 
boon. 

Thanks  to  its  traveling  congregation, 
the  little  El  Paso  church’s  ministry  is 
spread  around  the  world. 


The  congregation  now  owns  $300,000 
worth  of  property  —  including  the  plain 
white  and  sky-blue  church  members 
built  themselves  and  slowly  expanded  — 
and  supports  40  missionaries  in  foreign 
countries. 

“We  have  kept  things  very  plain  and 
very  simple,”  Mr.  Stewart  said.  “We 
have  not  put  all  of  our  money  into  our 
building.  We  built  what  was  necessary.” 

The  cinder-block  church  has  plain 
paneled  walls.  The  sanctuary  is 
decorated  only  with  colored  paper  flags 
of  the  countries  where  Hillcrest  has 
missionaries.  Paper  letters  over  the 
main  door  say,  “Reach  for  a  hand  and 
win  a  heart.” 

“We  have  fun  at  our  church,”  Mr. 
Stewart  said.  He  doesn’t  like  churches 
where  the  people  sit  in  the  pews  all 
somber  and  quiet  —  “looking  like  they 
just  came  out  of  a  lemon  patch.” 

At  least  a  dozen  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  flock 
have  gone  on  to  be  full-time  ministers. 
Pastor  Stewart  calls  them  his  “preacher 
boys.” 

The  pastor  said  he’s  constantly 
surprised  at  the  way  word  of  the  church 
has  spread.  A  Navy  recruiter  told  Mr. 


Stewart  that  a  telephone  operator  in 
Chicago  recommended  the  church.  An 
Army  sergeant  heard  about  it  from  a 
motel  clerk  in  a  small  Louisiana  town. 

The  pastor  said  he  has  about  1,000 
families  on  the  membership  rolls,  but 
many  of  those  have  gone  to  other  places. 
Average  Sunday  attendance  runs 
between  about  400  and  500. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  he  didn’t  even  like 
northeast  El  Paso  when  he  surveyed  it  in 
1956  as  a  possible  site  for  his  ministry. 
Preacher  friends  had  recommended  the 
area. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  raised  and  “saved” 
as  a  Southern  Baptist,  but  he  joined  what 
are  called  at  various  times  the  Bible 
Baptists,  Independent  Baptists  or 
Fundamentalist  Baptists  after  he  tired  of 
what  he  calls  the  “hop-skip  method”  of 
teaching  the  Bible. 

He  said  most  churches  read  a  little  bit 
from  a  different  part  of  the  Bible  each 
Sunday.  His  method  is  to  take  one 
chapter  at  a  time  and  go  all  the  way 
through.  He  reasons  that  people  wouldn’t 
understand  a  great  novel  or  a  school 
textbook  if  they  jumped  all  around,  so 
why  should  they  learn  the  Bible  that  way. 


‘Medfly’ 
shelters 
offered 

SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Members 
from  some  12  United  Methodist  churches 
offered  their  homes  and  church  facilities 
as  temporary  shelters  last  month  for 
persons  leaving  the  area  being  sprayed 
to  deter  an  invasion  of  Mediterranean 
fruit  flies. 

Places  for  more  than  80  persons  were 
available  when  the  spraying  began, 
according  to  Kim  Leslie,  disaster 
coordinator  for  the  denomination’s 
California-Nevada  conference. 

Mr.  Leslie  explained  the  church’s 
involvement: 

“We  have  a  great  concern  for  the 
growers  facing  a  potential  agricultural 
disaster  which  would  affect  us  all  and 
particularly  hurt  family  farms.  We  also 
have  a  sense  of  responsibility  for  the 
health  and  welfare  of  vulnerable 
persons.  Both  are  biblical  issues.” 

Mr.  Leslie  also  said  that  two  church 
representatives  United  Methodist 
officials  spoke  with  “clearly  felt  our 
effort  was  much  ado  about  nothing.” 

As  it  turned  out,  said  Mr.  Leslie,  most 
people  who  left  the  area  did  not  take 
advantage  of  church  homes  or  church  or 
Red  Cross  shelters  but  apparently 
rearranged  vacation  schedules  or  stayed 
with  family,  friends,  or  church  members 
living  out  of  the  area. 

This  story  was  adapted  from  the 
California-Nevada  conference  edition. 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


History  of  Hymns 

6 Sweet  by  and  by’  broke 
composer’s  depression 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

There’s  a  land  that  is  fairer  than  day, 

And  by  faith  we  can  see  it  afar; 

For  the  Father  waits  over  the  way 
To  prepare  us  a  dwelling  place  there. 

In  the  sweet  by  and  by, 

We  shall  meet  on  that  beautiful  shore. 

Sanford  Bennett  and  Joseph  Webster 
were  friends.  Immediately  after  the  Civil 
War,  they  lived  in  Elkhorn,  Wisconsin, 
about  75  miles  northwest  of  Chicago. 

Bennett  had  served  as  a  second 
lieutenant  in  the  40th  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  and  after  the  war  he 
returned  to  Elkhorn  to  open  a  drugstore. 
Because  of  his  strong  anti-slavery 
convictions,  Webster  had  settled  in 
Elkhorn  before  hostilities  had  broken 
out.  He  was  a  music  teacher,  and  played 
the  flute,  violin,  and  piano. 

A  very  sensitive  person,  Webster 
frequently  experienced  periods  of 
depression.  When  Webster  walked  into 
Bennett’s  store,  Bennett  could  sense 
immediately  when  his  friend  was 
depressed.  He  found  he  could  help  his 
friend  break  out  of  his  moodiness  by 
giving  him  a  new  song  to  work  on. 


On  a  particular  day,  Webster  strolled 
in,  obviously  despondent.  When  Bennett 
inquired  as  to  the  difficulty,  Webster  • 
replied,  “It’s  really  nothing.  It  will  be  all 
right  by  and  by.” 

The  words  struck  Bennett 
immediately,  and  he  replied,  “The  Sweet 
By  and  By.  That  would  make  a  great 
hymn.”  Sitting  down  at  his  desk  in  the 
drugstore,  Bennett  wrote  down  the  words 
as  they  seemed  to  pour  from  his  mind. 

He  handed  the  sheet  of  paper  to 
Webster  who  seemed  to  brighten  quickly. 
Webster  reached  for  his  violin,  tuned  it, 
and  began  to  compose  a  melody  for  the 
hurriedly  written  words.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  tune  was  completed,  and  he 
wrote  it  down  on  paper. 

In  less  than  thirty  minutes  from  the 
time  Webster  had  walked  into  the  store  in 
a  melancholy  mood,  he  and  Bennett  — 
and  two  customers  who  happened  to  be  in  - 
the  store  —  were  singing  heartily  the  new 
song,  “The  Sweet  By  and  By.” 

It  was  published  in  1868  in  Chicago  in  a 
small  songbook  for  Sunday  Schools  entitled 
The  Signet  Ring,  and  became  exceedingly 
popular  as  a  favorite  song  about  heaven. 


British  church  displays 
unique  conference  style 


Dear  Deborah 


Answer  to  faddishness’  may  be  in  framework 


Dear  Deborah: 

Have  you  ever  belonged  to  a  church 
where  the  minister  was  a  faddist ?  This  is 
not  a  young  man,  either,  but  a  mature 
one  (one  would  hope  by  his  age  anyway) 
who  flits  from  gee-tars  to  clowns,  from 
balloons  to  banners  .  .  .  well,  on  and  on. 
My  heart  longs  for,  yea,  yearns  for,  a  bit 
of  the  old  liturgy,  a  smattering  of  Mozart, 
a  smidgen  of  Bach.  And  I’m  young. 

In  every  other  aspect  of  my  life  people 
and  things  are  trying  to  be  “with  it.” 
When  I  go  to  church  I  want  order, 
familiarity,  stability.  I  want  to  be  able  to 
follow  the  Communion  liturgy  by 
memory  and  not  have  to  glue  my  eyes  for 
changes  that  distract  and  confuse  me. 
Am  I  all  alone  out  here  among  the 
younger  generations  to  have  these 
feelings?  I  hope  not! 

Scott 

Dear  Scott : 

Of  course  you  are  not  alone,  but  you 
may  be  in  a  minority.  There  has  been 
such  an  emphasis  in  the  church  for 
several  years  now  that  we  must  be 
relevant,  attractive,  exciting,  creative, 


and,  above  all,  with  it  that  many  lay 
people  and  ministers  think  we  will  all  go 
down  in  defeat  unless  we  keep  changing 
things.  I’m  all  for  change;  —  that  is 
usually  growth.  But  change  for  the  sake 
of  change  turns  me  off  too. 

Many  ministers  and  lay  people  alike 
are  learning  that  today’s  ‘withitness”  is 
tomorrow’s  “hasbeenness.”  My  own 
preference  is  variety  (all  sorts  of  music 
from  Telemann  to  Paul  Simon)  within  a 
familiar  framework  so  that  I  know  the 
form  but  not  the  content.  This  way  one 
can  be  surprised  by  joy,  to  borrow  a 
wonderful  phrase  from  C.  S.  Lewis. 
“Withitness”  in  any  service  is  provided 
by  the  inner  enthusiasm  and  genuine 
bursting  forth  of  adoration  of  God  and 
has  nothing  much  to  do  with  gimmicks  or 
fads. 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  wife  of  a  minister  and  have  been 
so  for  11  years.  We  serve  a  church  in  a 
small  town.  There  are  about  600 
members,  so  the  church  is  not  all  that 
small.  What  really  bugs  me  about  being 


the  minister's  wife  is  that  when  I  go  out 
to  shop  or  to  some  social  occasion 
inevitably  some  parishioner  will  come  up 
to  me  and  start  complaining  to  me  — 
occasionally  even  bawling  me  out!  — 
about  matters  in  the  church  about  which 
I  know  nothing  and  want  to  know  even 
less. 

This  spoils  my  day.  It  makes  me  want 
to  go  to  some  nearby  town  to  do  my 
shopping  and  to  limit  my  contacts  in  this 
town  to  the  church  functions  themselves. 
Sometimes  parishioners  wonder  why  the 
minister's  wife  makes  herself  scarce  by 
going  to  work  full  time  or  staying  home 
most  of  the  time.  Have  they  ever  thought 
about  how  much  of  this  kind  of  thing  they 
do? 

Now  all  I  do  is  listen  and  shake  my 
head  sympathetically,  but  I  really  want 
to  scream  out  “leave  me  alone  unless  you 
want  to  talk  to  me  as  a  friend.’’  They 
make  me  feel  like  a  nonperson,  just  a 
“symbol”  of  the  church  on  which  to 
unload.  Feels  better  just  to  say  this  to 
someone.  Thanks, 

M.  J. 


DearM.  J.: 

Believe  it  or  not,  M.  J.,  some  minister’s 
wives  like  this  sort  of  thing.  It  makes 
them  feel  important  and  part  of  their 
husband’s  work  in  a  special  way.  But  it 
can  be  a  drag  if  you  hate  it. 

One  wife  I  know  has  this  stock  answer: 
“I  know  nothing  of  this  matter;  please 
talk  to  my  husband  about  it.  How  is  your 
(daughter,  son,  husband,  dog,  or 
whatever)?”  Another  I  talked  to  said  she 
hates  this  but  feels  she  becomes  a  sort  of 
safety  valve  for  the  release  of  some 
anger  and  hurt  and  therefore  is  doing  a 
service  for  her  husband  and  the  church 
by  listening  sympathetically. 

Another  wife  I  know  about,  and  even 
wonder  about,  says,  “I  never  discuss  the 
church.” 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Write:  “Dear 
Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75222. 


By  EDWIN  H.  MAYNARD 

NORWICH,  England  (UMNS)  -  The 
gentleman  behind  the  president’s  table 
doesn’t  look  like  Wesley  —  rather  lacking 
in  hair  —  though  his  black  gown  and 
white  “preaching  tabs”  match  those  on 
display  at  the  Wesley  museum  in 
London. 

He  is  not  operating  in  the  stern  style 
that  earned  Wesley  the  epithet  of  “Pope 
John.”  But  the  Rev.  John  Newton, 
president  of  the  British  Methodist 
Conference,  is  for  one  year  the  successor 
to  John  Wesley. 

After  Wesley’s  death  in  1791  it  was 
decided  that  no  single  person  should  be  in 
authority  —  partly  out  of  respect  for  the 
founder,  but  also  to  distribute  the  power 
he  had  held  as  the  one  who  set  the 
agenda,  presided,  and  wrote  the  minutes. 

During  his  year  in  office,  Dr.  Newton 
will  preside  over  the  conference  session 
and  travel  constantly  throughout  the 
country  and  abroad.  He  will  also  preside 
over  the  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Ireland,  even  though  the  Irish 
Conference  has  a  president  of  its  own  — 
because  Wesley  did  it  that  way! 

An  American  visitor  to  the  conference 
of  the  British  church  notes  the  president 
right  away,  because  unlike  the 
successive  presiding  officers  of  a  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  the 
president  stays  in  the  chair  for  every 
session  of  the  10-day  event.  And  if  John 
Newton’s  wit  and  grace  shine,  it  may  be 
in  part  because  the  conference  is  not  as 
trying  as  a  United  Methodist  General 


Conference. 

To  compare  the  British  and  American 
styles,  one  must  recognize  that  the 
British  Conference  falls  somewhere 
between  a  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  and  one  of  our  annual 
conferences.  It  meets  annually,  in  the 
tradition  of  Wesley’s  yearly  meeting  of 
all  his  preachers.  But  like  a  General 
Conference  of  our  church,  it  is  the 
highest  body  in  the  denomination  and  it  is 
a  delegated  body,  with  most  of  the 
representatives  —  half  clergy  and  half 
lay— chosen  by  the  32  districts.  But  in  the 
number  of  church  members  represented 
(484,000)  and  the  number  of  delegates 
(576)  it  stands  nearer  one  of  the  larger 
annual  conferences  in  the  U.S. 

An  immediate  impression  on  a  visitor 
to  the  British  Methodist  Conference  in 
Norwich  this  July  was  the  atmosphere  of 
fellowship  —  old  friends  greeting  one 
another,  self-introductions  freely  made, 
and  instant  friendships.  As  at  home, 
conference  opens  with  the  Wesley  hymn, 
“And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?”,  but  with  a 
different  tune. 

The  agenda  has  much  in  common  with 
a  General  Conference  or  annual 
conference  in  the  U.S.  —  reports  and 
statistics,  recommendations  from  study 
committees,  concerns  for  national  policy 
(especially  world  peace  and 
disarmament),  and  financial  worries. 

Dr.  Maynard  is  assistant  general 
secretary ,  United  Methodist 
Communications. 
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The  Louisiana  Conference 

looks  ahead 


September  set  to  emphasize 


United  Methodist  Foundation 


Louisiana  Methodists  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  special  donations  to 
two  different  funds  during  the  month  of 
September  as  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  is  given  special  emphasis. 

Brochures,  which  are  to  be  passed  out 
in  every  local  church  during  the  month, 
announced  an  opportunity  for  persons  to 
participate  in  a  church  extension  loan 
fund  or  to  give  to  the  permanent  funds  of 
the  Foundation. 

Church  extension  was  made  a  priority 
item  by  the  1981  Annual  Conference 
session.  In  making  his  report,  the 
chairperson  of  this  committee  stated  that 
the  Conference  “could  wisely  invest  $10 
million  in  land  today  to  meet  present 
needs .  . 

To  help  meet  that  need,  the  Foundation 
plans  to  accept  gifts  from  individuals  and 
local  churches  during  September,  and 
the  money  will  be  placed  in  a  fund  which 
will  be  loaned  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  for 
purchase  of  new  church  property  or  for 
church  building  construction.  It  is 
expected  that  when  the  loan  is  repaid,  the 
money  will  be  invested  in  other  needed 
sites.  So  the  original  investment  will 
grow  and  help  to  bring  about  many  other 
new  churches. 

Another  possibility  to  be  offered  local 
United  Methodist  during  September  is  a 
gift  to  the  Foundation’s  Permanent 
Fund.  This  fund  will  be  invested  with  the 
Foundation  funds  in  the  Trust 
Department  of  one  of  Louisiana’s  largest 
banks  and  the  interest  from  the  fund  will 
be  given  each  year  for  priority  causes 
and  needs  of  Louisiana  Methodism. 


There  are  no  quotas  set  for  the 
September  event.  The  feeling  is  that 
there  are  many  persons  across  the  state 
who  want  to  be  a  part  of  church  extension 
and  helping  to  meet  the  needs  of 
conference  institutions,  and  they  should 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  share  in  them. 

There  are  five  different  programs 
offered  by  the  Foundation,  other  than 
wills:  gift  annuities,  pooled  income  fund, 
living  trusts,  life  insurance,  and  gifts. 
The  brochure  carries  a  short  description 
of  each,  as  well  as  a  statement  about 
three  different  types  of  wills  that  may  be 
made. 

As  local  church  Councils  on  Ministries 
begin  planning  for  the  September 
program,  they  may  want  to  have  more 
information  either  from  Mr.  Shelby 
Smith,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  Foundation,  or  from  Dr. 
J.  J.  Caraway,  Director.  It  might  be  also 
well  to  note  that  members  of  the 
Foundation  Board  are  listed  in  the 
Journal,  p.  35  and  36.  These  persons  are 
leaders  from  all  over  the  state.  Some  of 
them  are  members  of  local  churches  that 
are  doing  planning  for  Foundation 
programs,  or,  at  least,  they  are  persons 
who  live  close  by.  You  will  find  them 
good  resources  for  speakers  —  either 
during  a  worship  service  or  a  church 
school  class  —  or  for  helping  your 
Council  on  Ministries  understand  how  the 
Foundation  works. 

District  Superintendents  will  distribute 
the  brochures  to  ministers  in  time  for 
them  to  be  used  in  the  September 
emphasis. 


Opportunities  to  build  a  better 
church,  a  better  world  through  the 
Advance:  National  Division,  World 
Division,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
Africa  Special  Program.  World 
Hunger  Special  Program, 
Conference  and  District  Advance 
Specials. 


Looking  Ahead 


Fall  stewardship  programs: 
Committees  on  Finance  will  begin 
working  on  the  budget  for  the  new  fiscal 
year.  No  later  than  mid-September, 
requests  from  various  groups  should  be 
compiled  into  a  proposed  budget.  In  the 
October  Administrative  Board/Admin¬ 
istrative  Council  meeting,  the  amount 
which  will  be  carried  to  the  congregation 
as  a  Proposed  Budget  should  be  determined 
Following  the  stewardship  program, 
the  Committee  on  Finance  will  need  to 
meet  with  the  COM  and  other  groups 
receiving  funds  from  the  budget  to  work 
out  adjustments  for  the  proposed  final 
budget  for  the  Administrative  Board 
Meeting. 

Local  Church  History  Workshop:  The 
Conference  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  is  sponsoring  a  Local  Church 
History  Workshop  to  be  held  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Huston,  on  September  26th,  from 
10:00  a.m.  until  2:00  p.m.  Leadership  will 
be  provided  by  Dr.  John  Ness,  Executive 
Secretary,  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History.  The  registration 
fee  is  $3.00.  Pastors  and  local  church 
historians  in  the  area  will  want  to  plan  to 
attend  this  event. 

New  Adult  Curriculum  Materials: 
Three  new  types  of  material  for  adult 
classes  are  available  in  September  for 
the  first  time.  The  first  is  the  new  Bible 
study  Genesis  to  Revelation.  It  is 
introduced  by  a  6-month  survey  of  both 
the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments, 
followed  by  in-depth  study  of  each  of  the 
books  of  the  Bible  over  a  6-year  period. 
Adult  classes  may  either  do  die  survey  or 
begin  immediately  with  the  study  of 
Genesis.  Another  new  material  is  the 
“Faith  Meets  Life  Series."  This  study  is 
"to  involve  adults  in  facing  from  a 
Christian  perspective  some  of  the  major 
issues  that  influence  our  communities, 
our  nations,  and  our  world,  as  these 
relate  to  the  scriptures.  A  third  new 
series  is  entitled  “Ages  and  Stages."  It  is 
designed  to  provide  “the  support  and 
direction  of  the  Christian  faith  to  young 


adults,  middle  adults,  and  older  adults 
who  are  seeking  understanding  of  the 
events  and  interchanges  characteristic 
of  the  stages  of  adult  hood.”  Information 
about  each  of  these  is  found  in  the 
current  Adult  Planbook.  Undated 
electives,  the  International  Lesson  Series 
and  other  long-time  favorites  are,  of 
course,  still  available,  too. 

Christian  Education  Sunday:  —  One  of 
the  offerings  designated  by  the  General 
Conference  to  be  received  in  each  local 
church  is  slated  for  the  last  Sunday  in 
September.  It  is  called  Christian 
Education  Offering,  and  there  is  a  place 
on  the  computer  sheet  for  it  to  be 
designated  when  the  treasurer  sends  it 
in.  All  of  this  money  remains  in 
Louisiana,  and  is  used  for  Leadership 
training  for  Education  by  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Anyone  who  would 
like  more  information  about  how  the 
money  is  spent,  or  how  grants  may  be 
obtained  should  contact  Rev.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Rules  for  giving 
grants  requires  that  a  program  have 
prior  approval  and  planning  with  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries. 

World  Communion  Sunday  —  Your 
Council  on  Ministries  will  want  to  begin 
ordering  materials  and  making  plans  for 
World  Communion  Sunday  resources  for 
doing  this  is  found  on  page  2-5  of  the  July- 
August  issue  of  The  Interpreter. 

Laity  Sunday  —  The  date  for  Laity 
Sunday  October  11th.  l\Jlost  local 
churches  in  this  Conference  observe  the 
day  in  some  fashion.  There  are  helps  for 
planning  the  program  for  the  day  on  page 
10-13  of  The  Interpreter.  Each  District 
Superintendent  can  provide  you  with  a 
list  of  Certified  Lay  Speakers  or  you 
might  contact  your  District  Lay  Leader 
for  possible  suggestions.  The  local 
church  Lay  Leader  is  the  one  responsible 
for  seeing  that  Laity  Sunday  is  observed 
and  consultation  with  the  pastor  of  the 
church. 


Festival  of  Songs  seminar 
comes  to  Louisiana 


It  Is  Almost  Time 
For  Charge  Conference 


The  section  on  Worship  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  Cokesbury 
have  requested  that  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  and  the 
Minister  of  Music,  John  Ricketts,  serve 
as  hosts  for  the  Festival  of  Songs 
Seminar  to  be  held  September  27th  from 
2: 30  until  7 :30p.m. 

Seminar  will  provide  an  overview  of 
the  two  new  hymn  books,  Songs  of  Zion 
and  Supplement  to  the  Book  of  Hymns. 
Emphasis  will  be  on  the  importance  of 
music  and  worship  and  other  church 
activities  plus  practical  ways  of  using  the 
hymns  to  enhance  your  musical 
program.  You  will  also  have  a  chance  to 
experience  singing  many  of  the  hymns. 

The  Festival  of  Songs  Seminar  is 
especially  designed  for  Church  Music 
Directors,  worship  chairpersons, 
pastors,  choirs,  pianist/organist,  and 
interested  lay  persons.  The  cost  of  the 
seminar  is  $15.00  per  person.  On  the  day 
of  the  seminar,  each  person  registered 
will  receive  a  personal  copy  of  both  hymn 
books,  two  flexible  records  (one  for  each 
book)  and  print  resource  materials. 

Any  person  who  is  interested  should 
register  to  attend  the  seminar  with 
Cokesbury,  Seminar  Registration,  1910 
Main  Street,  P.  O.  Box  298,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221.  They  may  also  receive  information 
by  calling  the  Cokesbury  number  (214) 
748-8711. 

Guidelines  for 
leadership  in 
the  local  church 

As  you  begin  to  plan  for  the  new  year 
and  for  training  persons  in  new  offices, 
you  will  want  to  secure  a  copy  of 
Guidelines  For  Leadership  In  the  Local 
Church. 

The  new  edition,  revised  since  the 
changes  at  General  Conference,  also  has 
some  features  that  will  be  helpful  in 
planning.  One  of  these  features  is  a  film 
strip  entitled,  “Organizing  Your  Local 
Church  to  Work  For  Christ.”  It  is 
available  either  from  the  Conference  AV 
Library  or  from  your  District 
Superintendent’s  office.  The  first  half  of 
the  film  strip,  which  lasts  for  thirteen 
minutes,  would  be  helpful  for  most  every 
local  church  COM;  the  second  half, 
which  lasts  ten  minutes,  23  seconds,  is  for 
churches  that  have  active  Councils  on 
Ministries  already  doing  a  great  deal  of 
planning. 

There  is  a  new  unit  which  helps 
interpret  the  pastor’s  role  in  planning 
and  administration.  Although  written 
especially  for  the  pastor,  it  is  also 
intended  for  reading  and  studying  by  lay 
persons. 

Another  feature  of  the  new  Guidelines 
is  the  inclusion  of  a  brief  job  description 
for  each  leader,  council,  board,  or 
committee  at  the  beginning  of  each 
guideline.  In  addition,  all  of  the  job 
descriptions  from  the  individual 
guidelines  are  included  in  the  workbook 
for  the  Committees  on  Nominations  and 
Personnel,  to  aid  them  in  their  work. 
Immediately  following  the  job 
description  in  most  of  the  guidelines  is  a 
section  “How  to  Get  Started,”  which  is 
intended  to  help  a  person  new  to  the 
office,  committee,  or  given  responsi¬ 
bility,  identify  specific  steps  to  take  to 
begin  work. 

Guidelines  is  a  set  of  28  booklets 
providing  guidance  for  those  persons 
responsible  for  the  administration  and 
program  of  the  local  church.  This  series 
brings  together  in  one  set  the  resources 
for  those  leadership  positions  and 
responsibilities  previously  provided  in 
the  Resource  System  for  the  local  church 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  Resource 
System  for  the  local  Church 
Administrative  Board.  You  may  obtain  a 
set  of  the  Guidelines  with  a  binder  from 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.  O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202.  The  complete  set, 
with  the  binder,  is  $23.95.  You  may  also 
purchase  the  set  without  the  binder  for 
$16.95.  It  is  also  possible  to  purchase  any 
number  of  each  of  the  individual 
guideline  booklets  for  the  various  offices 
for  a  nominal  price. 


alendar 
of  Events 


August  1981 

3-6  —  Church  Administrators 
Workshop  —  Mt.  Sequoyah 

3- 8  —  Christian  Community 
Experience  —  Caney 

16-21  —  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Camp  —  CYT 

September  1981 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Foundation  Month 

5-  —  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 

8-  —  Curricu-shop  Planning  Task 
Force 

10-  —  Centenary  Church  Council 

10- 11  —  Orientation  Retreat  for  PAY 
Class,  BOM,  Camp  Brewer 

14-15  —  L.I.C.  Meeting,  Grand 
Coteau 

14- 17  —  Effective  Small  Membership 
Church  Workshop 

15- 17  —  Jurisdictional  Forum  for 
Adult  Youth  Leaders 

16-  —  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  Executive  Committee 

18-19  —  UMW  Annual  Meeting, 
Monroe 

24-25  —  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Ministries 

26-  —  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship 

Youth  Ministry  Fall  Convocation, 
FUMC,  Alexandria 

27-  —  Christian  Education  Sunday 
Festival  of  Songs  Seminar, 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

29-  —  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration 

October  1981 

4-  —  World  Communion  Sunday 

9- 11  —  Campus  Ministry  Retreat 
and  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  Meeting, 
Camp  Brewer 

11-  —  Laity  Day 

30-  —  Theological  Reflection  for 
PAY  Class,  BOM 

November,  1981 

Visits  to  Seminary  by  BOM 

1-  —  Day  of  Appreciation  for  the 
Role  of  Women  in  United 
Methodism  -  COSROW 

6- 8  —  Junior  Hi  Weekend  —  Caney 
Conference  Centre 

26-  —  Thanksgiving  Day 

29-  —  United  Methodist  Student 
Day 


THE 
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FOUNDATION 

OF 
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For  information  contact  Dr. 
J.  J.  Caraway,  P.O.  Box 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821. 
(504  )  927-7820. 


One  of  the  ost  vital  committees  in 
every  church  is  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  and  Personnel.  These  ought 
to  be  at  work  now.  Nominations  for  the 
next  calendar  year  are  made  to  the 
Charge  Conference  by  this  group. 

Persons  are  elected  to  membership  on 
this  committee  in  classes,  by  nomination 
from  the  floor  of  the  Charge  Conference. 
Membership  should  reflect  the 
membership  of  the  church.  There  should 
be  youth,  young  adults,  men,  women, 
rich,  poor,  labor,  management, 
representatives  of  all  the  groups  within 
your  local  church. 

The  minister  is  chairperson.  This  is  to 
assure  that  all  areas  of  the  church’s  life 
will  be  reflected  in  the  work  which  the 
committee  does. 

There  should  be  a  number  of  meetings, 
plenty  of  discussion,  and  a  sincere 
attempt  to  put  as  many  persons  in 
mission  as  possible.  Prior  to  these 
meetings,  the  church  should  have 
already  spent  a  good  bit  of  time 
determining  the  type  of  structure  it 
requires  (see  Guidelines  for  Leadership 
in  the  Local  Church,  available  from 
(Discipleship  Resources),  what  it 


conceives  as  its  goals  for  that 
community;  and  what  rules  ought  to 
govern  groups  within  the  church 
(rotating  terms,  tenured  offices, 
chairperson-in-training,  attendance 
requirements,  etc.).  If  these  have  been 
carefully  worked  out  and  adopted  by  the* 
church,  the  Committee  on  Nominations 
will  have  clear  guidelines  to  follow. 

Many  committees  assign  every 
member  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  and  Personnel  to  contact 
those  who  are  to  be  nominated.  Whatever 
procedure  is  used,  every  person 
nominated  ought  to  know  about  it  before 
the  Charge  Conference  convenes. 

The  Charge  Conference  form  for  the 
committee  is  available  from  Cokesbury; 
and  the  new  Guideline  for  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  and  Personnel  (No. 
163080)  is  available  from 
DISCIPLESHIP  RESOURCES  for  $1.00. 
There  is  also  an  excellent  Sound 
Filmstrip  entitled  “Organizing  Youi- 
Local  Church  to  Work  For  Christ."  Youf 
District  Superintendent  will  have  a  copy 
of  this.  Of  the  first  half  is  the  part  that 
you  would  want  to  use. 


Small  Membership  Churches 
Receive  Help  At  W orkshop 


Pastors  and  workers  in  small 
membership  churches  will  receive  help 
from  the  Effective  Small  Church 
Workshop,  planned  for  September  14-17 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas.  The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to 
provide  assistance  to  those  persons 
serving  in  small  membership  churches 
to  make  them  more  effective  in  their 
ministries,  including  the  ministries  of 
education,  worship,  missions, 
administration,  and  cooperative  parish 
ministries. 

Dr.  Rene  Bideaux,  director  of  the 
Hinton  Rural  Life  Center,  Hayesville, 
N.C.,  will  speak  five  times  during  the 
workshop.  Dr.  Bideaux  has  served  as  a 
pastor,  missionary,  district 
superintendent,  teacher,  and  author. 


Small  group  workshops  will  provide 
specific  helps  in  the  various  areas  of 
ministry.  The  understanding  of  the 
function  and  work  of  cooperative  parish 
ministries  will  be  one  of  the  major 
emphases  of  the  program. 

The  following  persons  are  especially 
urged  to  be  a  part  of  this  program  as 
participants :  district  superintendents, 
pastors,  Sunday  School  teachers"/ 
workers,  program  area  chairpersons  of 
town  and  country  ministries  committees, 
worship  leaders,  music  and  choir  directors. 
Registrations  should  be  made  through 
the  Conference  council  director’s  office. 
The  registration  fee  is  $15.00  per  person. 

Director  of  the  event  is  Dr.  Victor  H. 
Nixon,  Arkansas  Area  Director  of 
Cooperative  Parish  Ministries. 


Do  Planning  Early  For  The 
Good  Samaritan  Offering 


The  Good  Samaritan  Offering  is  now  in 
its  second  year  of  existence  as  a 
combined  offering  for  six  health  and 
welfare  ministries  directly  related  to 
Louisiana  United  Methodists.  Yet  there 
are  a  great  number  of  Louisiana 
Methodists  who  still  know  relatively  little 
concerning  the  six  Good  Samaritan 
ministries  and  their  programs.  As  a 
means  of  more  accurately  informing 
local  church  members  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  Ministries,  the  Conference 
Committee  on  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  offers  the  following 
suggestions  to  be  implemented  by  local 
church  councils  on  ministries. 

1.  Obtain  and  maintain  a  mini-library  on 
Good  Samaritan  Ministries  that  will 
be  available  to  individuals  and  groups 
within  your  church  wishing  to  learn 
more  about  these  six  agencies. 

2.  Conduct  a  study  of  the  six  Good 
Samaritan  Ministries  in  your  church. 
This  could  be  done  over  a  period  of 
several  weeks.  Perhaps  a  good  time 
for  this  study  would  be  during  the 


weeks  prior  to  the  offering.  Each  of 
the  agencies  will  gladly  furnish 
materials  for  such  a  study.  Some  of 
them  have  audio-visual  aids 
available.  You  will  find  the  address 
and  telephone  number  of  these 
institutions  on  the  back  cover  of  the 
Journal. 

3.  Sponsor  a  Good  Samaritan  Festival  in 
your  church  at  which  time 
representatives  from  each  of  the 
ministries  would  be  available  to 
interpret  their  programs  to  your 
congregation.  Consider  using  the 
hours  usually  designed  for  church- 
school  and  morning  worship  as  a  time 
for  this  special  event. 

The  Committee  on  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  encourages  each  local  church 
council  on  ministries  to  implement  at 
least  one  of  these  programs  during  the 
next  year.  Such  an  emphasis  in  each 
local  church  within  the  conference 
should  result  in  increased  support  for  the 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  and  its  six 
ministries.  •' 


This  is  the  second  of  a  new  monthly  page,  designed  to  help  your  local  church 
in  doing  long-range  planning.  It  is  a  project  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  and  was  initiated  in  order  to  give  a  forum  to  Conference  Program 
agencies. 

When  the  Council  met,  in  February,  there  were  several  agencies  that  felt  they 
needed  a  regular  means  for  getting  their  program  to  local  churches.  The 
Council  decided  that  this  special  page  could  do  that  better  than  any  other 
method  it  could  devise.  It  will  take  the  place  of  coordinated  mailings,  and  allow 
you  to  request  those  brochures,  etc.  that  you  might  be  interested  in  receiving.  It 
will  replace  newsletters,  so  that  any  local  church  group  will  be  able  to  turn  to 
this  one  page  for  any  of  the  programs  they  need  information  to  work  out. 

In  succeeding  issues,  on  the  first  of  each  month,  you  will  find  messages  from 
those  different  agencies. 
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Participates  in  Certification  Course 
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AUGUST  21.  1981 


w  orkshop  On  Family 
Subject  Of  Conference 


A  conference  of  workshops  on  the  family  will  be  held 
Saturday,  September  12,  1981  and  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

All  necessary  information  concerning  the  conference  as  well 
as  registration  blanks  are  being  sent  to  pastors. 

The  reverends  Don  McDowell,  Director  of  Church  Relations 
at  Centenary  College,  and  Mickey  Stringfield,  chairman  of  the 
Human  Relations  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  the  goal  for  the  conference  is  to  aid  individuals  in 
strengthening  their  present  skills  for  dealing  with  crisis 
situations  in  families. 

The  workshops  will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  at  the  corner  of  North  Boulevard  and  East 
Boulevard. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  conference  will  be  Dr.  Donald 
Webb,  president  of  Centenary  College. 


The  time  for  the  conference  is  9  a.m.  until  3:30  p.m. 

The  workshops  offered  in  the  conference  will  be  Crisis 
Concerning  Human  Sexuality,  lead  by  Miriam  Wood,  a  family 
consultant  in  Baton  Rouge;  Crisis  Situation  Involving 
Substance  Abuse,  lead  by  Giles  Gilliam,  Director  of  the 
Adolescent  Educational  Training  Center  in  Lake  Charles;  and 
Single  Parent  Family  Workshop,  lead  by  Dr.  Walt  Erhart,  the 
Associate  Director  of  the  Institute  of  Human  Understanding  in 
New  Orleans. 

Conference  participants  will  be  allowed  to  choose  two  of  the 
workshops  to  attend.  One  workshop  will  be  attended  in  the 
morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon. 

Registration  for  the  conference  is  $5  per  person. 

Information  on  the  conference  is  available  from  the  Rev. 
Don  McDowell,  Director  of  Church  Relations  at  Centenary 
College,  P.  0.  Box  4188,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


Youth  from  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  were  the  top  row  are  Kristi  Dodson,  Kayla  Crawford,  Mary  Jo 
honored  with  pins  for  six  years  perfect  attendance.  They  are,  Monsingo,  Elaine  Monsingoand  Stacey  Dodson, 
from  left  on  the  bottom  row,  Kim  and  Stephanie  Dodson.  On 


Shirley  Arnold,  educational  assistant 
in  charge  of  the  educational  program  at 
Gretna,  La.’s  Gretna  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  at  Scarritt  College  this 
summer  participating  in  the  course  of 
study  leading  to  certification  as  an 
educational  associate  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Arnold  serves  as  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellow¬ 
ship.  She  also  is  a  district  youth  coor¬ 
dinator  and  a  district  delegate  to  annual 
conference.  She  is  a  member  of  her  con- 
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Methodist  Children  and  Friends  gathered 
:e  again  for  Christian  fun,  fellowship,  crafts  and 


games,  not  to  forget  the  songs,  at  the  Vacation  Bible  School 
during  the  Week  of  July  27. 


ongs  of  Zion9 


ference  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry. 

Scarritt  College,  a  United  Methodist 
Institution,  offers  certification  studies  in 
ministry  careers  each  summer.  The 
Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  is  the 


body  which  grants  certification  of 
persons  as  educational  associates. 

The  course  of  study  has  been 
conducted  at  Scarritt  for  the  past  16 
years.  Scarritt  is  a  national  graduate 
center  for  Christian  education  and 
church  music. 


D.S  .’s  to  Receive  Tapes 
For  Charge  Conferences 


Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  church 
school  publications,  tapes  a  personal 
message  to  United  Methodist  district 
superintendents  in  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  recording  studios  in 
Nashville.  The  cassette  was  mailed  this 
week  (August  3-7)  to  DS’s  around  the 
country  for  use  at  1981  charge 
conferences. 

On  the  tape  Dr.  Watts  shares  some  of 
his  concerns  about  Christian  education  in 
local  churches  and  discusses  how  a  DS 
can  help  strengthen  the  church’s 


educational  ministry. 

The  other  side  of  the  tape  introduces 
the  new  UM  adult  curriculum  resources 
which  are  now  available  for  use  in  the 
Fall  1^81  quarter.  Curriculum  resources 
are  developed  by  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  are  then  published  by 
Graded  Press,  a  unit  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  Distribu¬ 
tion  is  handled  through  Cokesbury,  retail 
sales  division  of  the  house. 


Bishop  Announces  Change 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has  announced  that 
the  Rev.  George  W.  Harkins  will  be  placed  on 
Disability  Leave,  effective  September  1,  1981. 
Harkins  is  currently  at  Hammond-Tickfaw. 


Taking  a  break  at  Centenary  College  on  their  way  to  Dallas, 
Texas,  are  members  of  the  youth  group  from  Denham  Springs 


United  Methodist  Church.  Their  pastor,  The  Rev.  George 
Duerson,  is  a  new  member  of  the  Centenary  Church  Council. 


Youp  best  connection 


l  ^  _j  Call  toll-free:  1800- 251-8591 

cunioughone  (Tennessee  residents  call  6is-749-6482> 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Children  offer  ideas  for 

combatting  world  hunger . Page  3  * 

Youth  said  vital  to  church . Page  4 

‘Logic’  behind  bomb 
said  threat . 


Tunes 


“Songs  of  Zion,’’  the  first  hymnbook  of 
this  kind  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  is  now 
available  through  Cokesbury.  retail  sales 
division  of  the  publishing  house. 

A  collection  of  240  different  hymns  of 
the  black  tradition,  “Songs  of  Zion” 
contains  spirituals,  gospels,  responses, 
chants,  anthems,  patriotic  songs  and 
songs  from  the  Afro-American  Libera¬ 
tion. 

A  history  of  compositional  styles  in 
sacred  music  is  represented  by 
composers  and  arrangers  spanning 
several  centuries  and  continents.  Among 
these  are  Isaac  Watts,  Charles  Wesley, 
John  Newton,  James  Cleveland,  Andrae 
Crouch,  Clara  Ward,  Lena  McLin  and 
many  others. 

“Songs  of  Zion"  is  available  in  a  soft, 
vinyl-coated  cover  for  $5.95  and  a  spiral 
bound  accompanist  book  is  also  available 
for  $7.95.  Both  can  be  purchased  at  your 
local  Cokesbury  Bookstore. 
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Editorial*, 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


AUGUST  21. 1981 


‘Logic’  behind  ILS.’s  neutron  bomb 
decision  is  threat  to  world  security 


We  believe  the  decision  announced  by 
the  United  States  government  last  week 
to  proceed  with  the  assembly  of  neutron 
bombs  is  both  unwise  and  unnecessary. 
Furthermore,  some  of  the  reasons  given 
for  this  decision  by  Secretary  of  Defense 
Caspar  W.  Weinberger  are  utterly 
frightening.  And  the  “logic”  used  to 
support  this  decision  suggests  little 
inclination  on  the  part  of  our  nation’s 
political  and  military  leaders  to  learn 
from  the  mistakes  of  the  past. 

When  former  President  Carter, 
responding  to  objections  at  home  and 
among  allies,  decided  in  1978  not  to  build 
and  deploy  the  neutron  bomb,  he  also 
decided  to  continue  manufacturing  the 
component  parts  for  possible  later 
assembly.  Secretary  Weinberger  said 
last  week  that  this  production  of 
components  had  reached  a  point  where  a 
"conscious  decision”  had  to  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  to  assemble  them. 
According  to  Mr.  Weinberger  and  other 
Pentagon  sources,  a  decision  not  to 
proceed  with  assembly  of  the 
components  would  have  projected  an 
image  of  “weakness”  both  to  our  nation’s 
allies  and  enemies. 

Mr.  Weinberger  and  other  proponents 
of  the  neutron  bomb  have  apparently 
convinced  themselves  that  there  is  a 
great  national  security  advantage  to  be 
gained  from  its  development.  Now  they 
are  trying  to  convince  the  rest  of  the 
world.  We  are  told,  for  example,  that  the 
neutron  warheads  will  serve  to  restore  a 
balance  of  power  against  the 
overwhelming  superiority  of  Russian 
tank  forces  in  Europe  —  a  very  real 
threat  which  cannot  be  dismissed. 
However,  we  wonder  what  has  led  our 
nation’s  military  planners  to  believe  that 
the  Soviet  Union’s  leaders  will  passively 
accept  this  development  rather  than 
proceeding  immediately  to  develop  their 
own  version  of  the  neutron  bomb? 

Apologists  for  this  new  "enhanced 
radiation  warhead”  are  seeking  to  allay 
fears  by  pointing  to  its  obvious 
“advantages.”  For  example,  they  say 
the  effects  of  the  neutron  bomb  are 
“limited”  in  their  destructive  impact  (it 
will  kill  people  but  leave  buildings, 
machines,  etc.  relatively  unharmed  and 
operational).  They  point  out  that  neutron 
bombs  are  also  “clean”  —  with  only 
minimal  radiation  after-effects  on  the 
land  where  they  are  used.  They  also 
suggest  that  death,  and  destruction, 
would  be  confined  primarily  to  the 
battlefield,  and  would  thereby  “spare 
civilian  lives  on  the  periphery  of  the 
battlefield.” 

But,  who  among  us  can  remember  the 
last  war  which  was  limited  to  the 
“battlefield,”  awayv  Trom  areas 
populated  by  civilians,  as  though  it  were 
some  afternoon  sporting  event? 

What  will  happen,  once  the  neutron 
bomb  components  are  assembled  and 
ready  for  use?  If  the  same  type  of 
reasoning  is  employed  which  resulted  in 
the  decision  to  assemble  those 
components,  it  would  only  stand  to 
reason  that  —  since  we  possess  weapons 
which  make  us  capable  of  engaging  in  a 
“manageable”  or  “limited”  nuclear 
engagement  —  we  had  best  use  them.  To 
do  otherwise,  we  might  give  the 
appearance  of  “weakness.” 

Once  such  a  “manageable”  or 
“limited”  nuclear  exchange  is  started, 
one  side  or  the  other  is  bound  to  find  itself 
in  a  position  of  losing  the  battle.  At  that 
point,  the  next  “logical”  step  would  be 
for  that  side  to  unleash  an 
“unmanageable”  and  “unlimited” 
attack  on  the  enemy  —  thereby  also 
avoiding  the  appearance  of  “weakness.” 

In  short,  we  believe  our  government’s 
decision  to  develop  the  neutron  bomb  will 
have  an  impact  on  the  world’s  security 
which  is  exactly  180  degrees  from  what 
Mr.  Weinberger  and  other  military 
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leaders  contend.  We  believe  that,  since 
both  the  Eastern  and  Western  super¬ 
powers  possess  the  nuclear  capability  to 
wipe  each  other  out  many  times  over, 
any  thought  of  devising  ways  to  engage 
in  "limited”  nuclear  war  is  sheer  folly. 
Further,  we  believe  our  only  hope  for 
“managing”  or  “minimizing”  the  threat 
of  a  worldwide  nuclear  holocaust  is 
through  dedicated  and  persistent  efforts 
to  create  conditions  that  make  for  peace. 
Those  conditions  will,  of  necessity, 
include  a  reduction  in  the  production, 
sale  and  deployment  of  destructive 
weapons. 

It  is  neither  easy  nor  popular  to  be  a 
peacemaker  amid  the  current  national 
emphasis  on  greatly  increased  military 
expenditures.  In  truth,  it  has  never  been 
easy  or  popular  to  be  a  peacemaker. 

The  prophet  Isaiah  once  glimpsed  a 
vision  of  a  time  when  “they  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their 
spears  into  pruning  hooks;  nation  shall 
not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  learn  war  any  more.”  That 
vision  was  not  realized  in  Isaiah's  time. 
We  are  still  awaiting  its  realization. 

That  vision  will  continue  not  to  be 
realized  so  long  as  our  nation  and  other 
nations  continue  to  pour  ever-larger 
amounts  of  resources  into  an  ever- 
escalating  contest  of  nuclear  one- 
upsmanship.  It  will  come  only  when 
leaders  of  the  world’s  nations  begin  to 
recognize  that  enough  weaponry  is 
enough.  Given  the  existing  military 
strength  of  the  United  States,  we  believe 
our  nation  should  take  the  initiative  to 
curtail  the  arms  race  rather  than  serving 
to  escalate  it  further  by  developing  the 
neutron  bomb.  And  we  believe  that  an 
urgently  needed  witness  among 
Christians  today  is  to  let  our  nation’s 
leaders  know  that  we,  and  the  rest  of  the 
world,  would  much  prefer  to  live  without 
the  type  of  “security”  the  neutron  bomb 
offers. 

‘Hunger  Contest’  responses 
reflect  Christian  concerns 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  responses 
to  the  TM/UMR  “Hunger  Contest”  has 
convinced  us  that  many  of  our  young 
readers  have  given  serious  thought  and 
study  to  the  issues  of  world  hunger  and 
the  need  for  Christian  response  to  the 
problem.  For  this  reason,  and  because  of 
our  own  commitment  to  find  ways  to 
overcome  the  hunger  that  haunts  more 
than  one-third  of  the  world’s  population, 
we  are  devoting  the  bulk  of  TM/UMR’s 
opinion  page,  in  addition  to  one  other  full 
page,  to  our  young  readers’  opinions  — 
expressed  in  prose,  verse  and 
illustrations. 

We  also  were  surprised  pleasantly  to 
receive  a  number  of  letters  regarding  the 
“Hunger  Contest”  from  adults  —  even 
though  the  contest  itself  was  limited  to 
children  and  youth.  We  are  using  our 
regular  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  space 
this  week  to  share  a  representative 
sample  of  those  letters. 

We  hope  you  will  survey  the  opinions 
and  responses  in  this  issue  and  reflect 
upon  what  you  and  your  church  can  do  to 
help  combat  world  hunger. 


Painting  stopped  overeating ,  complacency 


When  my  mother  bought  this  painting  by  David 
Auth,  we  couldn’t  decide  where  to  hang  it.  I  said  I 
wanted  it  in  my  room. 

At  first  I  just  wanted  it  there  to  help  me  not  over¬ 
eat,  but  now  it  is  a  constant  reminder  of  all  the  star¬ 
ving  people  of  the  world  and  how  they  suffer.  When  I 
look  around  I  realize  how  much  I  take  for  granted.  I 
automatically  get  food,  clothing,  shelter,  etc.  It 
really  makes  me  sad  to  think  that  the  only  wish 
some  of  the  starving  people  have  is  to  live  through 
to  the  next  day  or  to  die,  leaving  the  suffering 
behind. 

If  people  would  wipe  out  the  thought  that  they 


can’t  do  anything  to  help  these  people,  maybe  we 
could  help  them.  Maybe  we  could  contribute  enough 
money  to  buy  enough  food  to  get  some  of  the  people 
back  on  their  feet  and  well  enough  to  let  us  help 
them  by  giving  them  things  to  work  with  to  help 
themselves  and  their  friends,  relatives  and  neigh¬ 
bors.  We  could  all  pitch  in  to  buy  food  seeds  that 
they  could  grow  to  feed  themselves,  and  animals 
that  could  give  them  milk  and  eggs.  There  is  a  lot 
we  could  do  if  we  could  get  people  to  cooperate. 

Dawn  Bain,  13 
Trinity  UMC 
Gainesville,  Florida 


If  we  could  just  see 
that  our  food  and 
money  got  to  the 
"hungry,  we  could 
know  that  we  were 
feeding  the  people 
and  not  the  rich 
government,  and  we 
would  feel  a  lot  bet¬ 
ter.  If  not,  then 
there’s  no  use  in 
sending  it. 

Clay  Shelton.  12 
First  UMC 
Somerset,  Ky. 


Send  grain  to  needy,  not  Russia 

Instead  of  giving  Russia  and  other  countries  wheat 
and  grain,  I  would  give  it  to  the  starving  because  we 
have  given  too  much  to  Russia  and  have  not  gotten  any¬ 
thing  in  return. 

Give  food  to  the  people  who  need  it.  Russia  does  not 
need  it ;  the  starving  do  need  it.  So  I  say  it’s  time  to  give 
food  to  the  needy  not  to  the  greedy. 

Bryan  Padgett,  13 
First  UMC 
Arp,  Texas 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Adults  also  respond  to  ‘Hunger  Contest’ 


To  the  Editor:  is  impossible  when  we  sincerely  want  to 

Imagine  my  disappointment  on  read-  feed  and  clothe  God’s  children, 
ing  the  rules  for  the  Hunger  Feature  and  Virginia  Pirtle 

realizing  I  am  52  years  past  the  age  limit.  Orlando,  Florida 

It  is  a  great  idea,  and  the  proper  place  to  ‘Hunger  Contest’  is  in 
start,  and  I  will  follow  the  results  with  in-  . 

extremely  poor  taste 


terest. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  could  give 
unbelievable  support  to  missions  and 
World  Hunger  if  they  would  follow 
avenues  open  to  all  of  us  to  earn  this 
money.  In  the  process,  they  would  be  ser¬ 
ving  home  missions,  learning  commun¬ 
ity  responsibility  and  creating  a  strong, 
supportive  arm  of  their  own  church. 

In  February  of  1978,  my  church  opened 
a  Thrift  Shop,  mainly  to  serve  two  areas 
of  public  housing  within  walking  distance 
of  the  church.  This  grew  out  of  our  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  provided  a  link  to 
the  residents  of  these  areas. 

My  point  is  this:  Every  dollar  saved  by 
our  customers  is  another  dollar  for  their 
food  budget  —  and  it  has  cost  us  nothing 
but  time  and  work.  A  75-cent  pair  of 
jeans,  a  SO^ent  shirt  and  a  50-cent  pair  of 
sneakers  will  save  them  enough  to  feed 
the  entire  family  for  one  day  —  at  today’s 
clothing  prices.  The  money  received  by 
the  church  can  be  spent  for  missions, 
World  Hunger  or  whatever  need  is 
greatest. 

Surely  there  must  be  many  churches 
that  could  spare  a  large  room,  at  ground 
level,  and  many  women  and  men  to 
whom  this  would  be  a  challenge.  Nothing 
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Fourth  Grade 
Kirkwood  UMC 
Kirkwood,  Mo. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  having  a  hard  time  believing  you 
are  serious  about  world  hunger  when  I 
open  TM/UMR  and  see  you  are  having  a 
“contest.” 

Send  “articles,  drawings,  prayers, 
poems,  short  essays  .  .  .,  photos  ...” 
You  seem  to  be  saying  world  hunger  is  a 
topic  we  can  enjoy  being  clever  over. 

I  understand  what  you  are  trying  to  do, 
and  in  a  limited  degree  support  you ;  but  I 
think  making  a  “contest”  out  of  world 
hunger  is  in  extremely  poor  taste. 

Lee  Lovett 
Haslet,  Texas 

Without  contraceptive  aid 
food  won’t  do  much  good 

To  the  Editor: 

Jesus  said,  “I  was  hungry  and  you  fed 
me.”  We  are  faced  with  the  heartbreak¬ 
ing  dilemma  of  12  million  babies  dying 
from  starvation  and  illness  in  1981.  I  am 
suggesting  that  we  older  Christians  (I 
am  an  84-year-old  retired  physician)  sup¬ 
port  by  our  time,  tithe  and  talent  those 
Christian  groups  who  not  only  feed  the 
hungry,  but  who  also  try  to  prevent  the 
birth  of  millions  of  unwanted  babies.  The 
older  Christians,  senior  citizens,  have  a 
responsibility  to  the  coming  generations, 
“building  bridges”  for  them,  rather  than 
expecting  more  and  more  to  be  done  for 
themselves. 

God  told  Adam,  and  also  Noah,  to 
multiply,  to  renew  the  resources  of  the 
earth  and  to  subdue  it.  Since  then,  knowl¬ 
edge  has  so  increased  that  we  now  have 
the  knowledge  to  do  these  things  —  in 
particular,  to  educate  the  present  child¬ 


bearing  generation  about  responsible 
parenthood  as  related  to  the  serious  over¬ 
population  of  the  world.  We  can  share  the 
knowledge  of  contraceptives  and  abor¬ 
tions  where  needed. 

At  the  1976  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  a  definite  stand  was  taken  as  set 
forth  in  two  publications,  “Population” 
and  “Responsible  Parenthood.”  As  far 
as  I  can  see,  little  has  been  done  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  or  for  that 
matter,  any  church,  to  carry  out  that  ob¬ 
jective.  I  think  it  is  time  for  Christians  to 
try  a  long-range  plan  of  preventing  the 
birth  of  unwanted  babies,  rather  than  to 
just  feed  the  hungry  of  the  world  while 
more  and  more  babies  are  being  bom 
with  nothing  but  starvation  and  illness 
facing  them. 

Harvey  S.  Rusk 

Pueblo,  Colorado 

Christ  does  not  ask  us  to 
feed  the  world’s  people 

To  the  Editor: 

Do  we  need  to  really  work  that  old  saw 
about  the  world  not  being  able  to  feed 
itself?  The  fact  is  that  there  is  adequate 
food,  but  it  does  not  reach  the  hungry. 
Why  not?  Are  there  too  many  people? 
The  fact  is  that  there  are  not?  In  fact 
where  people  have  satisfactory  lives,  the 
population  curves  level  off  rapidly  and 
even  turn  down.  It  is  not  births  which 
create  poverty,  it  is  poverty  which 
creates  (excess)  births. 

Does  Christ  really  ask  us  to  feed  the 
world?  Somehow  I  think  not.  In  an 
allegorical  way  He  does  ask  that  we  care 
about  the  hungry.  At  the  same  time,  I 
would  suggest  that  God  and  Christ  have 
given  us  enough  intelligence  to  under¬ 
stand  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  few  who 
have  to  feed  all  the  rest  who  do  not. 

What  I  am  sure  He  calls  for  is  a  world 


in  which  we  care  that  people  do  not  go 
hungry,  and  we  support  conditions  which 
will  insure  that.  God  did  not  leave  the 
world  short-changed.  The  resources  are 
indeed  abundant  as  any  glance  at  the 
charts  will  show.  Unfortunately  Man  is 
not  so  godlike.  We  tend  to  fence  off  cer¬ 
tain  areas  for  the  benefit  of  a  few.  If 
there  is  an  answer,  it  must  lie  in  the 
realm  of  opening  up  God’s  world  to  all  so 
that  all  get  a  fair  and  equitable  share  of 
the  bounteous  table. 

Clay  Berling 
Berkeley,  California 

People  would  give  more  if 
the  church  would  use  TV  : 

To  the  Editor: 

I  saw  a  little  article  in  TM/UMR  on  the 
plight  of  people  in  Somalia,  clipped  it  and 
filed  it  away  hoping  to  send  a  little  of  my 
"mad  money”  in  the  future.  Shortly  af-I 
ter,  I  watched  the  documentary  on  Africa: 
on  TV  presented  by  World  Vision.  I  was 
moved  to  tears  by  what  1  saw.  So  I  gotout 
my  little  clipping  and  gave  much  more 
than  I  had  originally  planned  on. 

It  made  me  realize  what  an  inadequate 
job  our  church  is  doing  of  informing  its 
members  of  the  plight  of  the  world’s 
truly  needy.  Somehow  the  faces  of  those 
people  on  TV  reached  me  more,  touched 
me  very  deeply,  where  the  words  on  a 
page  simply  did  not. 

I  think  people  will  give  so  the  needy 
will  receive  care,  but  the  message  has  to 
reach  them.  So  far  it  hasn’t. 

We  need  to  be  imaginative.  If  we  sow 
little,  so  will  we  reap  little. 

Lorraine  Ehrich 
Brainerd,  Minnesota 


When  I  was  hungry,  you  fed  me 

When  I  was  hungry,  you  fed  me. 

You  gave  me  shelter  when  I  was  driven  out. 

You  comforted  me  when  I  was  sick.  You  provided  food  and  shelter 
for  me.  You  provided  all  my  needs. 

When  I  was  naked,  you  clothed  me. 

Now  I  can  smile  again. 

You  taught  me  how  to  live  a  life  that’s  worth  living. 

You  fed  me  physically  and  mentally  to  give  me  the  strength  and 
courage  to  endure  all  and  continue  with  the  desire  to  always  serve 
the  Master. 

You  gave  me  health  and  strength  like  a  mother  and  father . 

You’ve  been  my  all  and  all. 

You’ve  given  my  life  direction  and  have  encouraged  me  to  journey 
on  in  spite  of  my  circumstances  and  situation. 

Lord,  I  will  continue  to  journey  on  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

Lord,  let  me  keep  your  comforter,  the  Holy  Spirit,  always  growing 
inside  that  I  may  always  be  your  child,  always  having  faith. 

One  day  I  hope  to  see  you  face  to  face  on  the  other  side. 

Thank  you  for  being  patient  with  me  and  for  giving  me  the  strength 
to  be  able  to  hold  out  because,  when  I  was  hungry,  you  fed  me. 

Youth  Bible  School  Class,  ages  12-16 
Westphalia  UMC 
Upper  Marlboro,  Md. 
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STUDIES 


Introductory  Kit  $15 
Box  25101 
Dallas,  Texas  75225 
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Church  Resource  Systems 
P  O  Box  990  •  Dallas,  Texas  75221 


CLASSIFIED 


EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  -  downtown 
Washington,  D.C.  church.  Applications  will  be 
accepted  until  September  11,  1981,  to  fill  the  position 
of  principal  assistant  and  office  manager  for  the 
Senior  Pastor  and  to  supervise  paid  and  volunteer 
office  staff.  Qualifications  required:  experience  in 
related  work,  maturity,  cheerfulness,  poise,  typing 
and  secretarial  skills.  Position  is  available  from  Oct, 
1,  1981.  Salary  negotiable  within  range  from  $750  to 
$850/month,  plus  generous  leave  and  other  fringe 
benefits  Apply  in  writing  to:  Chairman,  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committee.  Mt.  Vernon  Place 
UMC.  900  Massachusetts  Avenue.  N.W.,  Washington. 
DC  20001.  Application  forms  available  by  writing  or 
telephoning  (202  )  347-9620 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  needed  part-time  for  a  300- 
member  church  in  Lake  Providence,  La.,  to  develop 
and  direct  a  total  music  program  Contact  Brady 
Forman.  First  UMC.  P.O.  Box  148.  Lake  Providence, 
LA  71254  Phone  (318)  559-2260. 


PASSION  PLAY  1984  -  Reserve  now  for  best  tickets 
and  arrangements  -  Purcell  Travel  Inc.. 
Alcazar.  Coral  Gables,  FL  33134.  (305  )  448-7453. 
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Children  hunger  for  malnutrition  solution 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  the  midst  of  what  we  hope  was  a 
generally  happy  and  carefree  summer 
vacation,  a  few  hundred  United  Method¬ 
ist  children  and  youth  took  time  to  study 
and  reflect  on  TM/UMR’s  “Hungry 
Kids”  feature  and  contest. 

They  lifted  onto  their  young  spiritual 
shoulders  the  burden  of  the  world’s 


starving  children,  asking  and  responding 
to  the  question:  What  can  I  as  a  young 
Christian  do  about  world  hunger? 

Of  these  young  United  Methodists, 
more  than  175  submitted  drawings, 
articles,  poems  and  prayers  —  many  of 
them  laden  with  anguish  that  all  children 
cannot  enjoy  the  physical  blessings  that 
are  theirs.  Even  the  authors  and  artists 
from  poor  inner  city  areas  were  able  to 


TM/UMR  Contest  Winners 


feel  themselves  truly  privileged  when 
considering  the  plight  of  most  of  the 
world’s  children. 

Throughout  this  page  and  on  Page  2 
are  the  entries  we  editors  felt  showed  the 
most  creative  efforts  at  different  age 


Twinjf  81 


Tim  Norris,  18,  First  UMC.  Downers  Grove.  III. 


Give  the  money  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow  to  hungry  children. 


Erin  Glacken,  4 
Summit  Chapel  UMC 
Conemaugh,  Pa. 
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Shai  Spinola,  8 
Trinity  UMC 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 


levels  to  grapple  with  the  hunger 
problem. 

That  the  issue  is  too  big  and  complex 
for  anybody  to  give  us  a  definitive  an¬ 
swer  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  the 
worldwide  tragedy  continued  despite  the 
efforts  of  great  and  wise  leaders.  Some 
entrants  seemed  almost  overwhelmed  by 
that. 

A  six-year-old  girl  sent  us  an  abstract 
crayon  picture  with  the  words,  “Upside 
down  is  big,  so  I  would  feed  the  hungry 
children  with  one.” 

A  10-year-old  girl  suggested  that  the 
“USA  should  tote  tons  of  peat  moss  to 
their  land  and  give  them  more  seeds.  I 
happen  to  know  that  the  U.S.  government 
stores  tons  of  extra  dairy  products  under¬ 
ground  in  a  place  in  Kansas,  and  we 
should  give  them  this.” 

We  adults  would  do  well  to  consider 
what  basic  insights  might  be  contained  in 
sometimes  confusing  offerings  from 
children.  For  instance,  I  at  first  had 
difficulty  with  the  “But  they  have  flys” 
illustration  on  this  page.  But  consider  the 
traditional  American  linkage  of  flies  and 
outdoor  cookouts.  Then  the  incongruity 
of  having  no  food  but  lots  of  disease-bear¬ 
ing  insects  stands  out  against  our  rather 
petty  battle  against  a  backyard 
nuisance.  I  don’t  know  if  that  was  what 
Shai  Spinola  had  in  mind.  But  the 
drawing  made  me  think.  So,  spend  a  little 
time  with  these  pages  and  discover  how 
the  youth  and  children  might  stir  us. 

The  children,  through  their  entries, 
show  they  desire  more  than  that  poor 
children  just  have  enough  food  to  stay 
alive,  although  some  of  the  cultural  bias 
that  is  revealed  can  be  humorous. 

Several  entries  show  American  chil¬ 
dren  sharing  candy  and  ice  cream  with 
Third  World  counterparts.  One  boy 
suggests  giving  the  hungry  people  apple 
seeds.  A  girl  worries  about  people  with 
only  one  bathroom.  A  number  of  the  boys 
from  several  parts  of  the  country  drew 
pictures  of  food  being  dropped  from  air¬ 
planes. 


A  few  dozen  entries  were  prayers  that 
God  simply  will  give  food  and  money  to 
the  poor  —  or  that  other  people  will  give. 
The  basic  ingredient  of  most  entries  was 
this:  If  enough  people  really  care  about 
malnutrition  and  starvation  and  love  the 
needy  people,  the  situation  will  get 
better. 

Perhaps  that  was  best  illustrated  by 
Johanna  Chen,  7,  from  Trinity  UMC  in 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts.  Her 
crayon  drawing  (which  we  weren’t  able 
to  reproduce)  showed  “hunger”  sur¬ 
rounded  by  hearts  filled  with  the  words 
“I  love  you.” 

Such  simple  thinking  never  will  put 
food  in  hungry  mouths,  some  critics 


You  can’t  use  magic.  But  you  can 
give. 

Daniel  Bergstresser,  8 
Northaven  UMC 
Dallas,  Texas 


Boys  at  Caddo  Mills  United  Methodist 
Church  near  Dallas  help  in  an  Operation 
Bread  Basket  project  after  a  major 
emphasis  on  hunger  which  was  sparked 
by  the  TM/UMR  contest. 

For  two  Sunday  evenings,  the  church 
had  a  Mission  Workshop  which  included 
Bible  stories  about  God’s  love  for 
children  and  His  concern  for  hungry 
people.  Several  other  activities  at  the 
church  aided  children  in  understanding 
the  problem. 

Each  person  whose  contribution 
appears  in  this  issue  will  receive  a  copy 
of  “Loaves  and  Fishes.” 


might  say.  But  where  else  can  we  start 
on  “unsolvable”  problems  except  by 
using  the  basic  power  of  prayer  and  love 
as  Jesus  taught? 

At  a  recent  regional  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  a  U.S. 
denominational  leader  explained  that 
once  persons  become  burdened  about 
hunger,  they  begin  to  show  mercy  by 
giving  direct  food  aid  to  the  hungry,  for 
instance.  The  more  they  show  mercy,  he 
said,  the  more  they  become  involved  in 
the  economic  justice,  peace,  ecology  and 
church-government  issues  that  get  at  the 
root  causes  of  hunger. 

The  youth  and  children  whose  entries 
are  reproduced  here  have  grasped  some 
of  those  larger  issues.  What  about  ac¬ 
countability  of  the  agencies  and  nations 
that  receive  our  aid?  The  use  of  food  as  a 
diplomatic  tool?  Economic  and  corpor¬ 
ate  decisions  based  on  greed?  The  effect 
of  hunger  on  peace,  and  vice  versa? 

Letters  from  several  teachers  of  Bible 
School  and  Sunday  School  classes  told  of 
how  involvement  with  the  “Hungry 
Kids”  contest  led  to  children  giving 
money  to  United  Methodist  agencies, 
working  in  community  food  projects  and 
inspiring  their  whole  church  to  look  more 
seriously  at  the  issue. 

When  Sharon  Mielke,  TM/UMR 
managing  editor,  initiated  the  contest  in 
June,  she  reminded  our  younger  readers 
that  Jesus  made  it  clear  to  his  followers 
that  feeding  the  hungry  is  the  same  as 
caring  for  Him.  Further,  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew  records  Jesus  as  saying  that  at 
the  time  of  judgment,  those  who  did  not 
feed  “the  least  important  ones”  who 
were  hungry  “will  be  sent  off  to  eternal 
punishment.” 

That  is  a  rather  direct  pronouncement 
about  a  modern-day  issue  and  one  which 
Christians  cannot  ignore.  These  children 
have  not. 


When  people  get  hungry, 
tempers  get  short 

I  would  go  overseas  and  teach  the 
hungry  how  to  grow  crops,  not  just  send 
money  over  there.  The  people  need  to 
learn  to  grow  their  own  food.  When 
people  get  hungry,  tempers  get  short. 
That’s  why  there  are  so  many  wars  in 
countries  that  are  short  on  food.  If  we 
could  feed  those  people,  there  would  be 
more  peace.  More  people  starve  from 
politics  than  famine.  The  Christians 
ought  to  get  together  and  feed  the  hungry 
in  our  country,  also. 

Marv  Harman,  13 
First  UMC 
Arp,  Texas 


Tyler  Jasper,  11 
First  UMC 
Somerset,  Ky. 


W~u0 


Food  isn’t  enough;  God 
and  us  are  only  hope 


When  I  waste  my  food. . . 

When  I  waste  my  food,  I  should  think  of 
the  many  children  that  are  starving. 

Raegan  Olliviere,  8 
Trinity  UMC 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 


Youth  Christmas 
pledge  urged 

Hunger  is  a  worldwide  problem,  leav¬ 
ing  death  and  destruction  everywhere  it 
goes. 

I  think  that  American  youth,  as  part  of 
their  yearly  Christmas  giving,  should  in¬ 
clude  a  hungry  child.  Each  youth  could 
set  aside  a  day  for  collecting  canned 
foods  for  the  hungry  and  sending  them  to 
an  organization  such  as  UNICEF. 

American  adults  can  give  pledges  to 
the  hungry  through  their  church  and 
other  organizations. 

I,  from  now  on,  pledge  10  dollars  every 
Christmas.  The  whole  world  can  give 
them  prayer  and  concern  as  a  nationwide 
gift. 

Kimberly  Ann  Willis,  12 
Gibsland  UMC 
Heflin,  La. 


Kristina  Harrison.  8 
South  UMC 
Manchester,  Conn. 


Unlike  families  in  other  countries,  our 
family  is  very  lucky.  Many  times,  we  sit 
down  to  eat  and  forget  how  lucky  we  are 
to  have  food. 

Giving  money  is  one  way  of  helping, 
but  what  do  the  people  do  with  the  money 
once  they  get  it?  Often  times,  there  isn’t 
much  food  for  the  people  to  buy  or  the 
food  they  do  have  isn’t  very  good.  If  some 
of  the  wealthier  countries  gave,  animals 
to  the  hungry  countries  and  maybe  some 
money  to  families,  maybe  that  would 
help  a  little. 

The  best  thing  we  as  Christians  can  do 
is  pray  for  these  starving  people.  We 
should  get  more  people  to  really  care 
about  them  and  to  at  least  try  to  help 
them.  For  God  has  given  us  a  wonderful 
gift  —  food.  It  is  our  job  to  help  the 
hungry,  for  God  and  us  are  their  only 
hope  of  living. 

Kellie  Patton,  12 
Willow  Glen  UMC 
San  Jose,  Calif 

Soul  hunger  a  problem 

There  are  two  kinds  of  poor  people: 
(1)  They  are  poor  because  they  don’t 


improving  the  countries.  They  don’t 
realize  that  they  are  miserable  not  in 
money  but  in  soul.  They  don’t  know  what 
love  is.  Love  is  what  Jesus  preached: 
“Love  thy  neighbor  as  you  love  your¬ 
self.” 

Pamela  Livingston,  11 
Bethany  (Ravenswood)  UMC 
Chicago.  III. 

Use  land,  love  people 

Jesus  said  to  love  people  and  use  land. 
Most  people  are  just  the  opposite;  they 
love  land  and  use  people.  I  think  it’s  time 
we  stopped  being  selfish  and  show  our 
love  to  people  by  giving  our  money  to 
organizations  that  teach  people  how  to 
use  the  land.  There  are  many  hungry 
people  that  have  land  but  do  not  have  the 
technology  to  farm  it.  There  are  many 
organizations  that  do  this,  but  most  have 
been  discontinued  because  of  lack  of 
money.  I  think  we  should  all  pitch  in  and 
give  some  money.  I  love  people  and  use 
land. 

Rhonda  Rieken,  12 
First  UMC 
Arp.  Texas 


have  any  money.  (2)  They  are  poor  _ .  .  . 

because  they  don’t  have  a  soul.  Being  part  of  God  s  miracle 

Some  people  die  from  starvation  be- 


Take  the  tractor  and  all  different  tools  for  the  starving  people  and  put  them  on  the 
truck.  Take  it  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  put  it  on  a  boat  and  ship  it. 

Brian  Williams,  12 
First  UMC 
Normal,  Ill. 


cause  they  don’t  have  enough  money  to 
buy  food.  Others  walk  around  looking 
like  ghosts  because  they  have  no  work. 
Some  live  in  huts  and  others  live  in  old 
buildings  which  have  only  one  bathroom 
and  are  in  poor  condition.  This  happens 
in  Africa,  Asia,  Latin  America.  The  gov¬ 
ernments  that  control  those  countries  are 
supported  by  foreign  big  countries.  The 
international  millionaires  have  invest¬ 
ments  in  those  countries.  Because  they 
want  to  be  rich,  they  are  not  interested  in 


Millions  of  people  suffer  from  the  lack 
of  food.  Jesus  worked  a  miracle  in  the 
story  “The  feeding  of  the  5,000”  (Matt. 
14). 

God  may  use  us  to  aid  the  physical  and 
spiritual  hunger.  We  may  donate  to  the 
organizations  that  help  the  hungry,  or  we 
may  help  them  ourselves.  Whatever  way 
you  help  them,  good  luck! 

Darrin  Harvey,  11 
First  UMC 
Bedford,  Ohio 


l .WORLD! 
■SERVICE 


Wl 


rour  door 
the 

le  world. 


World  Service  is  the  United  Methodist  mechanism  for  connecting 
local  congregations  with  pressing  world  needs.  Your  gifts  support 
church  agencies— whose  mandates  are  programming  for  people. 
When  you  support  your  local  church  budget,  your  dollars  begin 
to  flow  through  channels  that  can  result  in  lives  being  touched— 
perhaps  in  your  own  community— or  halfway  around  the  world. 

Work  with  your  pastor  to  assure  that  your  World  Service 
apportionment  is  paid  Learn  more  about  what  World  Service 
does — and  you  will  see  how  it  opens  your  door  to  a  whole  world 
of  Christian  service. 


<1- 


For  more  information  about  World  Service  write: 
United  Methodist  Communications,  1 200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  IL  60201 
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Youth  said  vital  to  church 


Teens  leant  acceptance 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  —  Acceptance  as 
"full  members"  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  concerned  teen-agers 
interviewed  during  a  national  meeting 
here. 

Delegates  to  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  (NYMO)  1981  Convocation  and 
members  of  its  steering  committee,  met 
earlier  this  month  (See  TM/UMR  August 
14  issue). 

"A  church  can’t  truly  be  a  whole 
church  if  it  doesn’t  include  all  of  its 
members  —  including  young  people"  and 
those  of  any  age  from  ethnic  minority 
groups,  said  Sue  Guzman  of  Wisconsin 
Rapids,  Wis.,  the  newly-elected  NYMO 
steering  committee  chairperson. 

Ms.  Guzman  added  that  if  young 
people  feel  excluded  from  the  activities 
and  business  of  a  local  church, 
sometimes  it’s  not  entirely  the  fault  of 
the  church.  It’s  not  that  the  youthful 
members  are  not  accepted,  she 
explained,  so  much  as  it  is  that  they  have 
not  sought  to  be  accepted. 

“I  think  the  United  Methodist  Church 
should  listen  to  its  youth  and  to  tp^  to 
understand  them,”  said  Kathleen  Wise  of 


Homer,  Alaska.  "And,  in  turn,  the  youth 
should  listen  to  the  church.” 

Other  steering  committee  members 
interviewed  by  TM/UMR  have  said  over 
and  over  that  they  wanted  to  be 
considered  a  full  participant  in  their 
local  churches  —  not  just  as  “the  youth," 
set  aside  as  a  separate  group. 

Adult  members  "are  always  saying  the 
youth  are  the  church  of  tomorrow,”  said 
Denise  Lewis  of  Ruleville,  Miss.  "But  the 
youth  are  the  church  of  today”  as  well. 

Jennifer  Collins  of  New  Rochelle,  N.Y., 
said  young  people  have  many  creative 
ideas  which  can  be  incorporated  into  a 
local  church’s  programming. 

More  than  one  of  the  teen-agers  told 
TM/UMR  that  they  were  willing  to  help 
with  programming  and  to  participate  in 
all  of  the  responsibilities  of  church 
membership,  including  helping  in 
Sunday  School  classes,  serving  on 
committees  and  boards  and  even  tithing. 

An  independent  organization  linked  to 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Diseipleship,  NYMO  promotes  and 
administers  the  Youth  Service  Fund,  a 
money-raising  project  in  which  funds  are 
made  by  youth  for  projects  benefitting 
youth.  NYMO  also  encourages  the 
inclusion  of  youth  in  the  general  church 
and  advocates  their  concerns. 


Youth  ministry  battles  debt 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  -  The  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization  (NYMO) 
steering  committee  voted  to  forego  its 
winter  meeting  and  use  the  funds  instead 
for  debt  retirement. 

This  is  the  second  major  belt¬ 
tightening  move  made  by  the  group  this 
year  to  reduce  expenses  and  pay  off  by 
the  end  of  this  quadrennium  the  some 
$47,000  owed  the  UMC’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration.  Earlier 
NYMO  had  decided  not  to  replace  one  of 
its  staff  interns  when  his  term  expires 
this  summer. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Noseworthy  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  an  adult  member  of  the 
NYMO  finance  committee,  said  the  debt, 
incurred  in  past  years,  is  primarily  from 
cost  overruns  of  previous  convocations. 


While  saying  it  will  be  later  this 
summer  before  he  knows  if  the  1981 
convocation  which  met  here  has  paid  for 
itself,  the  Rev.  Bud  Gordon  said  he 
believes  “NYMO  is  going  to  make  it." 
However,  the  economic  picture  for  the 
youth  organization,  he  said,  “is  still  tight 
as  a  drum.”  Mr.  Gordon  has  been 
executive  director  for  NYMO  the  past 
nine  months. 

His  two  goals  for  NYMO  are  "to 
achieve  financial  stability  and  to  bring  a 
sense  of  credibility  to  NYMO  among  the 
people  of  the  United  Meth odist  Church.” 

If  funding  can  be  found  outside  NYMO, 
the  steering  committee  agreed  to  send 
Mr.  Gordon  and  three  of  its  members  to 
talk  with  President  Reagan. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Laity  key  to  worship  blahs 

Expert  says  plans  should  include  church  members 


BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  —  Brightly 
colored  banners,  above,  along  with  three- 
dimensional  fabric  crosses  and  doves, 
embroidered  and  quilted  paraments 
adorned  the  altars  during  worship 
services  during  a  week-long  convocation 
of  worship  sponsored  by  UM’s  recently  at 
Indiana  University. 

AARON  SHEAFFER  PHOTO 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  -  The  key  to 
eliminating  dull  worship  services  is  to  let 
members  of  the  congregation  have  a 
hand  in  the  planning,  a  worship  professor 
told  more  than  1,100  United  Methodist 
musicians,  pastors  and  laypersons  here 
last  week. 

Yet,  he  said,  planning  for  Sunday 
services  is  still  “the  private  preserve”  of 
the  clergy  in  most  churches. 

Dr.  Horace  Allen,  of  the  UM-related 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology, 
criticized  Protestant  churches  for 
espousing  “the  priesthood  of  all 
believers,”  while  worship  planning  is  left 
to  the  clergy.  He  and  other  worship 
leaders  encouraged  more  active  lay 
involvement,  saying  that  the  bulk  of  local 
church  worship  committees  presently 
"do  little  more  than  arrange  flowers  and 
move  furniture.”  He  said  many 
laypersons  are  reluctant  to  try  their  hand 
at  planning  because  they  lack  training 
but  the  same  could  be  said  of  most 
ministers. 

Dr.  Allen  said  the  worship  planning 
groups  for  local  churches  should  include 
musicians,  senior  citizens  and  youth  and 
members  of  ethnic  minorities  —  as 
represented  in  the  congregation  —  along 
with  the  pastor.  Participants  in  the 
workshops  were  also  encouraged  to 
employ  a  number  of  creative  modes  for 
services,  such  as  music,  drama,  dance, 
photography  and  even  sewing. 

Further,  Dr.  Allen  said  here  during  his 
popular  seminars,  “Every  part  of  the 
service  should  be  deemed  important.  The 
prayers,  readings  and  music  are  often 
seen  as  filler,  but  each  expression  can 
add  something.”  He  told  a  story  about 
the  minister  who  asked  his  organist  to 
play  a  few  notes  as  the  pastor  made  his 


trek  from  the  altar  to  the  rear  of  the 
church  just  before  the  benediction. 
“  ‘Could  you  just  doodle  something  on 
the  organ?’  the  pastor  asked,”  Dr.  Allen 
said.  "Of  course,  the  answer  was,  ‘why 
don’t  you  just  mumble  something?’  " 

Daily  worship  services  at  the 
convocation  —  one  for  each  season  of  the 
Christian  year  —  allowed  participants  to 
experience  first-hand  creative  alter¬ 
natives  to  the  doldrums  of  prelude, 
sermon,  offering  and  benediction.  Gone 
were  the  black  robes,  quiet,  droning 
liturgy,  standard  routines  of  sitting  and 
standing  and  the  drab  impedimenta  of 
many  churches. 

Instead,  the  presiding  liturgists  and 
speakers  (both  men  and  women  from 
various  ethnic  backgrounds)  wore  robes 
of  unusual  design  in  bright  colors,  each 
adorned  with  Christian  symbols  such  as 
butterflies,  fish  and  doves.  The  altar  was 
decorated  in  quilted  tapestries  and 
patchworks  of  wind  currents,  doves, 
rings  and  crosses. 

Choirs  of  different  age  groups  and  sizes 
sang  both  familiar  and  unfamiliar  songs 
with  new  flavor,  and  handbell  choirs 
pealed  instead  of  the  normal  “choir- 
armed-with-anthem.”  There  were 
mimes,  dancers  and  actors  participating 
in  the  services,  and  on  at  least  two 
occasions  the  sermon  was  replaced  by 
music,  movement  and  prayers.  The 
congregation  stood,  sat,  knelt  and  once 
even  turned  its  back  on  the  altar  to  pray, 
“Just  as  we  often  turn  our  back  on  God  in 
our  lives,”  the  liturgist  said. 

During  the  daily  workshops  and 
seminars,  participants  attended  sessions 
with  ideas  for  brightening  their  Sunday 
services: 

•Music:  Include  everyone  in  making  the 
songs  more  interesting;  don’t  leave 
music  up  to  the  choir  alone,  said  Elise 


Shoemaker,  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Diseipleship  Section  on  Worship.  Ms. 
Shoemaker  urged  musicians  and 
ministers  to  spice  up  familiar  hymns 
during  the  service  by  singing  them  in  a 
round  or  alternating  verses  between  men 
and  women,  or  choir  and  congregation. 

Further,  she  said  simple  changes  in 
songs  can  be  learned  just  before  time  to 
sing  them.  “Spontaneous  action  prompts 
the  congregation  to  learn  more  quickly 
and  to  respond  favorably  to  variations  in 
traditional  music." 

•  Drama  and  dance:  Local  church 
representatives  were  told  theater  and 
dance  offer  expressive  ways  to  interpret 
a  Bible  story,  a  hymn,  or  even  —  if 
especially  well  done  —  replace  a  sermon 
or  prayer  during  worship. 

The  Rev.  Allen  Bryan  of  Ingomar  UMC 
in  Pittsburgh  said  most  churches  have 
both  the  people  and  the  facilities 
necessary  for  a  strong  drama  program. 

Simple  circle  dances,  said  Rosalie 
Branigan,  can  be  taught  to  any  size 
group  —  from  a  small  group  of  children, 
youth  or  senior  citizens  to  a  Sunday 


Black  songbook  gets  lively  launch 


Sue  Guzman,  right,  talks  with  the  Rev.  Earl  Wilson,  left,  and  the  Rev.  Bud  Gordon 
during  the  first  NYMO  executive  committee  meeting.  photo  by  Joyce  hopkins 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  -  Black  and 
white  musicians,  ministers  and 
laypersons  rocked,  clapped,  tapped  and 
wailed  here  last  week,  deriving  “’ligion” 
from  church  music  of  the  Afro-American 
tradition. 

Mostly  they  had  fun. 

United  Methodists  from  across  the 
country  meeting  here  received  a  formal 
introduction  to  “Songs  of  Zion,”  a 
historical  compilation  of  spirituals, 
hymns  and  contemporary  gospel  songs 
composed  and/or  adapted  by  black 
Christians.  The  new  hymnal  is  currently 
being  promoted  in  both  black  and  white 
congregations.  It  received  a  highly 
favorable  response  from  the 
predominantly  white  group  at  the 
worship  convocation  here. 


Learn  more  about  music,  worship,  and  the  use  of  the  church’s 
two  new  hymnbooks  at  the  Festival  of  Songs  Seminars 


What  are  the  Festival  of  Songs  Seminars? 

Each  seminar  is  approximately  six-hours  and  pro¬ 
vides  an  overview  of  the  new  hymnbooks  and 
presents  ideas  for  using  them  in  worship  and  other 
church  activities. 

By  attending  a  seminar,  you  can  learn  about  two  im¬ 
portant  new  United  Methodist  hymnbooks — Songs  of 
Zion,  and  Supplement  to  The  Book  of  Hymns. 

Who  should  attend? 


#  Lay  leaders 

•  Anyone  interested  in  learning  more  about  putting 
the  power  of  music  to  work  in  your  church! 

What  is  the  cost? 

The  registration  fee  for  each  seminar  is  $15.00 
per  person,  and  each  participant  will  receive 
a  copy  of  Songs  of  Zion  and  Supplement  to  The 
Book  of  Hymns,  2  records,  plus  more  helpful 
interpretative  material. 


#  Pastors 

#  Worship  chairpersons 

#  Choir  members 


•  Church  music  directors 

•  Choir  leaders 

•  Organists/pianists 

— - - - - 


Brio*  youf  brawn  bag  meal  beverages  will  be 
provided  Conferences  with  an  asterisk  will  have 
a  moderately  priced  meal  for  sale. 
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Dr.  Jefferson  Cleveland  and  Verolga 
Nix,  editors  of  the  work,  were  on  hand  to 
give  instructions  on  playing  and  singing 
music  in  the  black  tradition,  as  well  as  to 
give  an  account  of  the  black  church 
music’s  history.  Their  seminars  were 
devoted  largely  to  answering  questions 
about  the  unique  style  of  spirituals  and 
gospel  music. 

Eager  to  learn,  many  “non-blacks”  in 
the  classes  came  to  the  front  and  played 
and  sang  songs  from  “Songs  of  Zion” 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Cleveland  and 
Ms.  Nix.  Several  members  of  the  group 
were  successful  after  their  first  bout  with 
the  gospel  style.  One  woman,  who  waxed 
triumphant  after  playing  “He  Touched 
Me,”  yelled  “It’s  darker  underneath  this 
skin  than  it  looks,”  to  the  amusement  of 
onlookers. 

More  than  1,100  persons  gathered  here 
for  “Visions  ’81,”  a  biennial  meeting 
sponsored  by  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other 
Arts.  The  purpose  of  the  convocation  is  to 
introduce  and  try  out  new  ways  of 
worship. 

Some  songs  touched  hearts  and  other 
ditties  amused  the  crowd  with  their  frank 
lyrics  about  not  only  a  grand  vision  of  the 
hereafter,  but  also  about  how  to  deal  with 
everyday  annoyances,  such  as 
quarrelling  neighbors  and  the  town 
gossip.  After  hearing  a  song  about  how  a 
mother,  sister  and  even  a  preacher 
“Scandalized  My  Name,”  Dr.  Gale  Price 
of  First  UMC  in  Winchester,  Ky.,  said 
“The  church  tends  to  go  over  and  around 
the  issue,  but  that  song  gets  right  to  the 
point.  Is  that  in  this  book?  We’re 
definitely  going  to  sing  that  in  my 
church,”  he  added,  laughing. 

“We  never  intended  it  (Songs)  to  be 
used  by  black  churches  only,”  Dr. 
Cleveland  said.  “We  felt  if  we  were  going 
to  get  the  financial  support  and  stress 
that  black  music  is  America’s  music,  we 
would  have  to  appeal  to  a  variety  of 
tastes  in  ‘Songs  of  Zion.’  It  was  not 
easy,”  he  said. 

Will  the  enthusiasm  displayed  at  last 
week’s  convocation  by  whites  be  carried 
back  to  their  local  churches?  There  were 
mixed  answers  and  mixed  feelings,  but 
several  participants  vowed  to  try  and 
“gradually”  employ  black  music  in  their 


Dr.  Price  of  Kentucky  said  he  will 
recommend  the  book  at  his  church.  “This 
book  is  long  overdue.  Black  music  is 
really  the  only  indigenous  Christian 
music  in  America;  that’s  not  new 
philosophy,”  he  added.  Carol  Bingham, 
diaconal  minister  at  Woodridge  (Ill.) 
UMC,  said  she  hopes  her  church  “will 
order  at  least  enough  copies  for  the  choir. 
Our  church  is  a  young  church.  We 
have  two  black  families.  I  know  we’re 
ready  for  this.” 

“Some  people  here  who  are 
enthusiastic  will  back  down  when  they 
have  to  face  their  congregations  back 
home,  but  many  others  will  use  the 
book,”  said  Ms.  Nix.  But  she  said  9,000 
orders  for  the  hymnal  out  of  a  15,000  copy 
first  printing  are  cause  for  optimism. 

Dr.  Cleveland  agreed,  adding  that 
black  churches  of  all  denominations  will 
likely  use  the  book  more  prominently  in 
their  worship  services.  “Songs  of  Zion” 
has  the  songs  that  black  churches  have 
been  using  all  along.  I  hope  it  will  be  used 
as  a  supplement  by  most  churches  —  not 
because  it  was  printed  as  a  supplement 
—  but  because  of  a  genuine  interest  in 
America’s  black  musical  heritage.” 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


school  ciass  or  entire  congregation  — 
within  minutes.  Ms.  Branigan  of  the 
Fairmont  Center  for  Creative  and 
Performing  Arts  in  Novelty,  Ohio,  said 
circle  dances  are  especially  effective  in 
producing  a  feeling  of  oneness,  and 
getting  everyone  involved  without 
feeling  self-conscious. 

•  Ethnic  traditions:  Employing  the 
traditions  of  ethnic  groups  was  suggested 
in  several  workshops  as  a  way  of 
enhancing  worship.  Dr.  Jefferson 
Cleveland  and  Verolga  Nix,  in  their 
presentation  of  the  newly  published 
“Songs  of  Zion”  —  a  book  of  black 
Christian  music  —  suggested  using 
swingy  black  gospel  music  and  spirituals 
as  alternatives  to  the  rigid  meter  of 
familiar  Protestant  hymns  (see  related 
story  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

Similarly,  Libby  Littlechief,  a  Kiowa 
Indian  from  Wetselline  Indian  UMC  in 
Anadarko,  Okla.,  presented  an 
interpretation  of  a  Kiowa  hymn  from  the 
new  “Supplement  to  the  Book  of 
Hymns.”  Wearing  native  dress  and 
handmade  beads,  Ms.  Littlechiet  used 
sign  language  as  she  sang  the  hymn  in 
her  native  tongue. 

The  convocation,  called  “Visions  ’81” 
was  the  15th  biennial  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts  in 
cooperation  with  the  Choristers  Guild 
and  the  Board  of  Diseipleship  Section  on 
Worship.  With  its  focus  on  the  local 
church,  the  purpose  of  the  convocation 
was  to  “explore,  develop  and  produce  a 
meaningful  union  of  preaching,  liturgy, 
music  and  the  other  arts.” 


Budget  compromise  relief  for  UM  publications 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  publications  will  not  have  to 
fire  their  staffs  or  go  out  of  business  — 
this  year,  at  least  —  thanks  to  a 
compromise  as  the  U.S.  Congress 
completed  its  budget-cutting  process. 

Early  this  summer  there  were  dire 
warnings  the  Reagan  Administration’s 
move  to  cancel  a  second-class  postal 
subsidy  for  non-profit  publications  would 
double  their  mailing  costs  Oct.  1, 
possibly  forcing  many  of  them  to  close. 

The  House  approved  continuing  the  16- 
year  phase-out  of  the  subsidy  but  at  a  90 
percent  level.  The  Senate  wanted  to  drop 
the  subsidy  completely  and  immediately. 

The  outcome  in  the  conference 
committee,  thanks  to  other  trade-offs, 
was  to  continue  the  subsidy  in  the  1982 
budget  at  100  percent,  with  the  phase-out 
proceeding  on  its  regular  schedule  to 
completion  in  1987.  However,  funds  were 
appropriated  only  through  1982,  so  the 
problem  could  arise  again  next  year, 
according  to  the  Rev.  John  Stapert, 
Reformed  Church  in  America  editor  who 
is  postal  affairs  liaison  for  Associated 
Church  Press. 

United  Methodist  editors  welcomed  the 
reprieve.  Tlie  editor  of  the  church’s 
largest  publication,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon 


M.  Dunnam  III  of  the  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter, 
said  that,  “We  could  not  have  dared  to 
dream  of  getting  a  final  decision  as  good, 
as  that  which  finally  transpired.” 

Having  done  considerable  lobbying  for 
continuance  of  the  phase-out,  he  called 
the  action  ‘an  example  of  the 
democratic  process  at  work,  where 
people  with  a  legitimate  claim  to  make 
were  heard.”  He  said  this  did  not 


Burned  out  school  opens  on  time 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
BEVERLY,  Ky.  —  Red  Bird  Mission 
School  opened  on  schedule  last  week  — 
with  no  loss  in  enrollment  —  despite  a 
mid-May  fire  which  destroyed  the 
classroom  building. 

“Our  temporary  facilities  are  not 
plush,  but  our  children  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  continue  their  education,” 
said  the  Rev.  E.  T.  Ehresman,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Red  Bird  Mission,  Inc. 

Classes  at  the  kindergarten  through 
12th  grade  school  are  being  held  in  the 
Queensdale  area  of  the  mission,  in  the 
first  floor  of  the  secondary  school  girls’ 
dormitory  and  two  temporary  classroom 


BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  —  Seminar  leaders  Dr.  Jefferson  Cleveland  and  Verolga 
Nix,  editors  of  “Songs  of  Zion,”  discuss  the  history  of  black  Christian  music  in 
America  at  “Visions  ’81,”  a  convocation  of  worship  sponsored  by  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts.  aaron  sheaffer  photo 


constitute  “special  pleading”  in  the 
interest  of  a  group  but  a  legitimate  call 
for  continuance  of  the  government’s 
promise  to  bring  non-profit  papers  up  to 
paying  full  postal  costs  gradually  rather 
than  abruptly. 

In  the  committee  compromise,  another 
postal  service  used  widely  by  churches, 
third-class  bulk  mailing,  was  hit  hard. 
Rates  will  double  on  Oct.  1.  This  will 
primarily  affect  local  churches. 


buildings  from  a  Job  Corps  camp. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Ehresman  credits 
both  United  Methodists  and  the  Kentucky 
Department  of  Education  for  providing 
money  for  textbooks  and  other  supplies, 
student  desks,  library  books,  a  new 
typewriter  and  band  instruments. 
Elementary  school  supplies,  ditto  paper 
and  a  copying  machine  still  are  needed, 
however. 

Red  Bird  Mission  had  intended  to  begin 
only  the  first  phase  of  a  building  plan 
which  eventually  would  have  replaced 
the  school  plant.  Since  the  fire,  however, 
the  groundbreaking  Sept.  5  will  mark  the 
beginning  of  the  entire  building  project. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 
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New  Festival 


Responding  to  the  needs  of 
small  churches,  Cokesbury  is 
now  offering  a  new  Festival  of 
Books  package. 

New  “Mini-Pak  E”  will 
contain  50  books  and  the  orderer 
may  choose  from  over  60  titles 
and  receive  a  15  percent 
discount. 

‘This  new  Festival  of  Books 
pack  will  not  only  serve  small 
congregations,  but  it  will  help 
churches  that  want  to  test  the 
program  with  a  smaller  initial 
expenditure,”  according  to 


Thomas  E.  Carpenter,  senior 
vice  president  in  charge  of 
Cokesbury.  The  average  cost  per 
book  offered  in  the  “Mini-Pak” 
is  $3,  although  some  titles  are 
less,  he  said. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the 
Festival  of  Books  program,  over 
1,800  packs  have  been 
distributed  to  local  churches. 
This  includes  a  total  of  151,900 
books. 

“We  initiated  this  program  to 
help  local  churches  make  good 
Christian  reading  available  to 


of  Books  Pack  available 


every  member  of  their 
congregation  at  prices  everyone 
can  afford.  Responses  from  local 
churches  make  it  clear  we  are 
accomplishing  that  goal,”  added 
Carpenter. 

The  Festival  program  offers 
four  ordering  plans  ranging 
from  “Maxi-Pak  A,”  which 
contains  100  pre-selected  titles  to 
the  “Mini-Pak  E,”  which  offers 
50  “choose  your  own”  titles. 

Abingdon,  the  publisher,  is 
adding  between  six  and  twelve 
new  books  each  year  to  the 


festival  series.  For  more 
information  on  the  Festival  of 
Books  program,  contact  your 
local  Cokesbury  store  or 
Regional  Service  Center. 

Cokesbury  is  the  retail  sales 
division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  Abingdon  is 
the  book  publishing  department. 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  the  official  publisher, 
manufacturer  and  distributor 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Headquarters  are  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 
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Jurisdiction  to  Host  Missionaries 


For  Year  of  Interpretation 


A  fifth  opportunity  of  mission 
interpretation  has  opened  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  T. 
Robinson  will  be  with  the  Jurisdiction  for 
the  coming  year  and  will  be  available. 

Several  basic  purposes  are  involved  in 
their  presence  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

One  purpose  will  be  to  work  through 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  office  of 
field  interpretation  and  with 
Conferences,  Districts  and  churches, 
learning  of  the  processes  used  in 
planning  present  Mission  Outreach  and 
events.  To  also  assist  in  evaluating  such 
events  will  be  included. 

Another  purpose  for  their  involvement 
will  be  to  work  with  Conference  Boards 
of  Global  Ministries  in  the  finding  of  and 
the  training  of  interpreters  of  mission  as 
persons  with  the  Office  of  Field  Interpre¬ 
tation. 

The  Robinsons  will  also  help  to 
itinerate  and  share  with  others  how  the 
church's  involvement  has  made  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  people  in  the 
world,  pointing  up  some  of  the  ministry 
of  the  various  divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Finally,  the  Robinsons  will  locate 
former  missionaries  who  are  willing  to 
itinerate  and  to  suggest  how  to  update 
and  resource  them. 


Barbara  Robinson 

Robinsons  speak  or  meet  with  you, 
contact  them  directly. 

Financial  arrangements  for  them  will 
be  as  follows : 

Transportation  to  and  from  Annual 
Conferences  and  Districts  would  be 
covered  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  office  of  filed  Itineration  at  no 
cost  to  you. 

Transportation,  housing  and  all  meals 
within  the  Conference  or  District  would 
be  covered  by  the  host  Conference  or 
District. 

To  contact  the  Robinsons,  write  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Williams  T.  Robinson,  302 


Rev.  William  T.  Robinson 


Park  Street,  Winfield,  Kansas  67156  or 
call  (316  )  221-0706. 

The  Robinsons  met  and  married  in 
Bolivia  and  reared  there  five  children. 

The  Rev.  Robinson,  Jack,  has  a  degree 
of  Divinity  from  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Robinson,  Barbara,  has  been  a 
missionary  in  Bolivia  since  1948. 
Nutrition  and  music  have  been  her 
special  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church 
in  Bolivia.  She  has  done  graduate  work  at 
Scarritt  and  Peabody  colleges. 


UMW  Meeting  set  for  start 


The  Robinsons  will  also  be  available  to 
speak  to  local  congregations  and  clusters 
of  churches  mission  events  and 
Missionary  Conferences. 

If  your  church  would  like  to  have  the 

Bishop  Walton 
to  be  honored 

The  ministry  of  the  late  Bishop  Aubrey 
G.  Walton  will  be  honored  on  a  special 
Sunday  in  September  by  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Little  Rock, Ark. 

Bishop  Walton  was  the  first  bishop  of 
the  Louisiana  Area  to  serve  only  the 
Louisiana  area.  He  served  the  area  for  12 
■years,  beginning  in  1960. 

Under  Bishop  Walton,  the  former 
Conferences  A  and  B  of  the  Louisiana 
Area  were  merged  in  1971,  with  no  quo¬ 
tas.  This  occurred  when  the  Louisiana 
Conference  merged  with  the  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

The  special  service  is  part  of  the  150- 
year  Anniversary  of  the  first  Church  of 
Little  Rock  where  Bishop  Walton  served 
for  16  years,  leaving  that  church  to  come 
to  the  Louisiana  Area. 

The  date  for  the  service  is  Sept.  13. 
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The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  women  will  be  held  September 
18  and  19  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe  with  the  "Called  to  be 
—  Chosen  to  Serve.  ” 

The  featured  speaker  for  the  meeting 
will  be  Martha  Eden.  She  is  the 
immediate  past  National  director  of 
Church  Women  United. 

The  Annual  Meeting  Task  Group 
consists  of  Chair  Wanda  Cordova  with  Co¬ 
chair  Mary  Compton  and  the  Conference 
Program  Committee. 

Local  arrangements  are  being  made  in 
Monroe  by  Chair  Leverne  Riddle,  Co- 
chair  Lanelle  Buller,  registration  Mrs. 
Roy  Riser,  Beth  Woolridge  as  treasurer 
and  Elizabeth  Byrd  as  coordinator  of 
foods. 

The  district  president  is  Bea  Moak  and 
the  local  president  at  First  Church  is 
Marie  Wilkerson. 
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St.  Luke’s  presents  ‘Godspell’ 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  Youth  group  has  been 
presenting  "Godspell,"  a  musical  based  on  the  Gospel  of 
St.  Matthew.  The  group  presented  the  production  at  their 


own  church  and  at  First  Church  in  New  Orleans.  In  the 
photo,  Jesus,  Danny  Lund,  offers  thanks  to  God  at  the  Last 
Supper  in  the  Upper  Room. 


Belle  Chasse  UMC  School  success; 


honors  single  graduating  senior 


Fun  was  had  by  all  who  attended  the 
Belle  Chasse  United  Methodist  Vacation 
Church  School  during  June. 

Each  day  of  the  two-week  session  was 
filled  with  time  spent  studying  the  Bible, 
singing,  playing  games  and  making 
crafts. 

Especially  enjoyable  was  the  program 
and  ice  cream  party  held  the  last  night. 
Each  class  sang  songs  and  the  5  and  6 
grades  captivated  the  audience  with  a 
skit  depicting  a  contemporary  Moses 

In  addition  to  the  successful  Vacation 
Church  School,  Belle  Chasse  had  a  very 
special  graduating  senior. 

There  was  only  one  -  Lori  Smith. 

Lori  is  the  church  organist,  chair  of  the 
United  Methodist  Youth  and  a  member  of 
the  clown  troupe.  Holy  Fools. 

On  her  last  day  as  organist,  she  was 
presented  with  an  assortment  of 
‘‘goodies,’’  called  a  College  Care  Pack¬ 
age,  donated  by  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  their  appreciation  of  her  ser¬ 
vices  during  the  years. 

Lori  will  be  attending  LSU  in  the  fall. 


The  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Davis.  Lori  Smith  and  Bill  Swofford 
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School  bells  may  be  muffled 

CoUege  and  university  officials  and  students  are  experiencing  certainty  this  year.  Government  budget  cuts  for  higher 

registration  and  the  opening  days  of  class  under  a  cloud  of  un-  education  made  in  mid-summer  have  left  many  questions. 


Church-related  colleges  and  universities  should 
have  financial  support  from  United  Methodists 


School  bells  will  have  a  muffled  sound 
on  many  university  and  college  cam¬ 
puses  this  fall,  due  in  part  to  some  of  the 
mid-summer  budget  cuts  which 
Congress  enacted  upon  recommendation 
of  the  Reagan  Administration. 

Officials  of  church-related  and  other 
private  colleges  and  universities  are  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned  because  the  budget 
cuts  leave  them  and  many  of  their 
students  uncertain  about  how  much 
money  will  be  available  to  operate  their 
institutions  during  the  coming  school 
year.  While  the  full  impact  of  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  budget  cuts  is  yet  to  be  deter¬ 
mined,  church-related  schools  are 
already  reporting  drops  in  several  forms 
of  direct  governmental  assistance  and 
uncertainty  about  others  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue ) . 

At  the  same  time,  interest  rates  on 
federally-guaranteed  student  loans  have 
been  raised  and  family  income  ceilings 
for  qualifying  for  the  loans  have  been 
lowered.  Consequently,  the  number  of 
students  who  are  able  to  secure  the  feder¬ 
ally  guaranteed  loans  in  order  to  attend 
college  has  been  reduced.  United 
Methodist  scholarship  and  loan  officials 
report  they  are  receiving  unprecedented 
numbers  of  applications  for  both  scholar¬ 
ships  and  loans  because  of  the  shortage 
of  assistance  money  from  other  sources 
(see  TM/UMR,  August  14). 

Add  to  these  developments  the  con- 

Welcome  to  new  readers, 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  550  member- 
families  of  the  Bellefontaine  UMC  in  St. 
Louis.  Missouri  (Missouri  East  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  St.  Louis,  we  say 
‘'Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative.  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) .  ” 
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tinuing  impact  of  inflation  on  educational 
costs,  and  the  “softness”  of  traditional 
sources  of  financial  support  in  the 
private  sector,  and  church-related 
schools  have  ample  reason  for  concern, 
based  on  “external”  factors  alone. 

Intensifying  these  concerns  is  a 
genuine  sense  of  uncertainty  regarding 
future  actions  by  the  church  in  relation  to 
its  institutions  of  higher  learning.  Hence, 
a  major  “internal”  question  also  is  haunt¬ 
ing  many  administrators  of  church 
related  colleges  and  universities:  Is  the 
church  prepared  to  step  in  and  assist  its 
schools  and  their  students  to  a  greater 
degree  than  in  the  recent  past? 

We  believe  the  church  is  facing  a 
moment  in  which  we  must  reassess  our 
role  in  relation  to  higher  education  —  and 
in  particular  our  commitment  and 
responsibility  to  those  schools  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  call  “our  schools.” 

As  a  result  of  generous,  and  growing, 
federal  assistance  to  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities,  and  their  students,  during  the 
1960’s  and  the  1970’s,  churches  have  in 
most  cases  provided  a  decreasing 
amount  of  the  total  support  for  “our 
schools"  each  year.  Some  denominations 
are  reporting  new  lows  in  support  for 
church-related  higher  education,  just 
when  denomination-wide  support  needs 
to  be  beefed  up  significantly.  United 
Methodist  officials  reported  the  1980 
Student  Day  Offering  —  the  main  new 
source  of  scholarship  and  loan  money  — 
fell  short  of  the  1979  offering  and  took  in 
less  than  one-fourth  of  its  $2-million  an¬ 
nual  goal. 

It  may  be  that  this  shift  in  the 
political/economic  tides  will  eventually 
—  as  some  contend  —  prove  to  be 
providential,  or  at  least  be  turned  to  serve 
a  good  purpose.  We  are  among  those 
who  believe  that  many  church-related 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


schools  have  become  overly  dependent 
on  government  support  —  thereby  losing 
the  uniqueness  of  their  Christian  identity 
and  heritage,  weakening  their  church- 
relatedness,  and  allowing  the  church 
bodies  which  brought  them  into  being  off 
the  hook  in  the  process. 

With  the  government  now  tightening 
the  limits  on  the  financial  assistance  it 
will  provide  to  colleges  and  universities, 
and  their  students,  we  believe  church 
bodies  will  likely  have  to  face  a  stark 
moment  of  truth  in  the  near  future:  Are 
we  serious  about  staying  in  the  business 
of  church-related  higher  education?  In 
particular,  are  we  serious  enough  to 
demonstrate  that  commitment  with 
significant  increases  in  financial  sup¬ 
port? 

We  believe  the  church  still  belongs  in 
the  higher-education  business,  and  that 
our  nation  and  its  citizens  would  be 
deprived  of  significant  values  if  the  time 
should  come  when  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  are  squeezed 
out  of  existence.  We  believe  if  this  fate  is 
to  be  avoided,  a  new  resurgence  of  direct 
and  indirect  support  for  church-related 
institutions  needs  to  be  forthcoming. 

We  believe  annual  conferences  need  to 
take  a  fresh  look  at  the  level  of  support 
they  are  providing  for  colleges  and 
universities  they  call  their  own.  Local 
church  groups  need  to  consider  starting 
student  loan  and  scholarship  funds,  being 
careful  to  devise  them  so  that  qualified 
students  who  can  not  attend  college 
without  financial  assistance  from  others 
are  provided  jthat  opportunity. 

United  Methodists  at  all  levels  —  local 
church,  district,  and  annual  conference 
—  should  begin  now  to  promote  this 
year’s  Student  Day  Offering,  which  has 
been  moved  from  the  summer  months  to 
the  Sunday  after  Thanksgiving  Day. 


More  expected  from  4 

To  the  Editor:  Heritage.”  Not  much  mention  was  made 


I  was  disappointed  in  your  coverage  of 
the  recent  “Good  News”  convocation 
headlined  “  ‘Good  News’  sports  new 
image"  (TM/UMR,  July  31).  Surely 
there  were  other  significant  speakers, 
ideas,  and  directions  charted  than  those 
you  chose  to  highlight.  I  have  come  to  ex¬ 
pect  the  activities  and  positions  of  “Good 
News”  to  be  distorted  and  unfairly  report¬ 
ed  by  our  “official”  United  Methodist 
publications,  but  through  the  years  I 
have  come  to  expect  a  more  thorough 
and  balanced  treatment  of  “Good  News” 
by  TM/UMR. 

The  brochure  which  I  received 
outlining  the  convocation  announced  the 
theme,  “Christ  Above  All  —  Getting  in 
Touch  With  our  Wesleyan  Heritage."  It 
listed  seven  major  speakers.  Did  they  all 
bomb  out  except  Dr.  Campolo? 

One  wonders  if  your  publication  is 
falling  prey  to  the  trend  of  “official”  UM 
publications  of  reporting  only  the 
negative,  controversial,  denigrating 
matters  as  regards  the  “Good  News” 
organization.  Let’s  hope  not.  “Good 
News"  has  kept  and  is  keeping  tens  of 
thousands  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  one  of  their  last  hopes. 

James  E.  Bruton 
Port  Huron,  Michigan 

Good  News  article 
called  incomplete 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  concerned  with  the  Reporter’s 
article  of  July  31  by  your  Associate 
Editor,  Roy  Beck,  on  the  "New  Image” 
of  the  "Good  News"  movement.  Having 
attended  the  recent  national  convocation 
at  Grove  City,  we  feel  this  article  is  in¬ 
complete.  We  suggest  that  Mr.  Beck 
chose  to  report  on  that  which  he  felt  the 
rest  of  Methodism  would  like  to  hear. 

Mr.  Beck  de-emphasized  the  main 
thrust  ef  the  overall  meeting  and  of  Dr. 
Campolo's  address.  It  seems  to  us  that 
none  of  the  social  action  Dr.  Campolo 
discussed  would  be  truly  successful  with¬ 
out  a  total  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 

In  comparing  the  ecclesia  and  the  sect, 
Dr.  Campolo  made  it  clear  that  the  only 
movement  is  from  the  sect.  Dr.  Campolo 
also  reminded  us  that  we  are  members  of 
a  stagnant  denomination.  Dr.  Campolo 
captivated  our  hearts  and  we  intend  to 
hear  him  whenever  we  can. 

However,  the  main  theme  of  the  Good 
News  meeting  was  “Christ  Above  All  — 
Getting  in  Touch  with  our  Wesleyan 


of  the  other  excellent  speakers,  or  the  im¬ 
pressive  offerings  of  seminars  dealing 
with  both  evangelism  and  social  action 
It  also  seems  to  us  that  Good  News  is  at 
least  taking  action  with  regard  to  ethnic 
minority  missions,  albeit  only  a  beginning 

The  image  of  Good  News  as  we  see  it  is 
of  a  concerned  group  of  devoted  United 
Methodists  working  energetically  to 
bring  back  commitment  to  our  church 
from  the  inspiration  provided  by  John 
Wesley.  We  are  disappointed  that  Mr 
Beck  did  not  devote  more  of  his  space  to 
the  real  purpose  of  this  convocation. 

In  this  same  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
David  C.  White’s  article,  “Here  I  Stand” 
expresses  some  of  our  concern  for  our 
church.  We  defend  Good  News  because  it 
has  continually  pointed  us  toward  the 
scriptures  and  Jesus  Christ. 

We  have  learned  that  without  this  in¬ 
spiration  we  will  be  ineffective  as  United 
Methodists. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  C.  Waldroup 
Wakefield,  Massachusetts 

Convocation  gave  insight 
to  Wesley’s  discipline 

To  the  Editor : 

How  disappointing  to  read  your  report 
of  the  Good  News  Convocation  in  Grove 
City  highlighting  one  non-Methodist 
speaker  exclusively  and  purposely  (or  so 
it  seemed)  ignoring  the  several  fine  ad¬ 
dresses  by  Methodist  spokesmen  on  the 
theme  of  the  convocation,  "Getting  in 
Touch  with  our  Wesleyan  Heritage"  (see 
TM/UMR,  July  31). 

We  learned  what  it  means  in  discipline, 
daily  living  and  discipleship  to  be  a 
Methodist  as  Wesley  envisioned  and 
practiced  Christianity  —  a  far  cry  from 
what  is  practiced  in  United  Methodism 
today!  Of  particular  significance  to  me 
was  the  Rev.  John  Grenfell's  address  on 
“Wesley  and  Relating  to  the  Institutional 
Church”  when  he  asked  the  question 
posed  to  us  by  the  institutional  church 
“What  am  I  going  to  do  with  you?"  and 
our  response  is  simply  “Be  my  friend!” 

Gladys  P.  Nuernberg 
Winter  Park,  Florida 
‘Good  morning’  is  biblical, 

beautiful  and  theological 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  allow  this  appreciative  com¬ 
ment  on  Pat  Timberlake’s  thoughtful  ar¬ 
ticle  headlined  "Let’s  greet  God  at  our 
worship."  (TM/UMR  July  24).  She 
suggests  that  the  greeting  “Good  Mor- 


Here  I  Stand 

Meaningful  discipleship  will  require  our 
return  to  true  worship  and  obedience 


By  ARTHUR  H.  JONES  JR. 

From  the  time  of  Adam  and  Eve  there 
has  been  a  subtle,  insidious  inroad  into 
human  life  that  has  kept  righteousness  of 
mind  and  heart  at  bay. 

It  is  not  that  we  would  “curse  God,"  as 
Job’s  wife  suggested  —  that  we  would 
“cut  Him  off"  or  cast  Him  out  of  mind  — 
but  that  the  lure  of  something  else  in¬ 
vades  our  lives  and  takes  over.  As  we 
teach  our  children  to  say,  "I  can  do  it  all 
by  myself!” 

Of  course,  there  are  things  that  we  not 
only  can  do,  but  things  we  ought  to  do, 
“all  by  ourselves.”  We  are  the  children 
of  God,  not  His  robots;  and  our  true 
freedom  comes  when  we  do  what  we  do 
as  His  children  “all  by  ourselves!” 

Thus,  historically,  when  people,  by  His 
Grace,  have  done  His  bidding  (cf.  the 
Bible)  something  wonderful  has  always 
come  forth:  Through  such  faith  and 
surrender  there  have  come  moral  and 
ethical  insights  that  have  allowed  peace 
and  tranquility  into  the  bosom  of  the 
whole  race.  Indeed,  no  true  society  has 
ever  existed  on  this  earth  except  under 
the  moral  and  ethical  guidelines  that 
have  come  from  those  who  have  known 
and  heeded  God’s  Word. 

But  when  great  strides  have  been 
made  under  such  God-given  guidelines, 
times  have  always  ensued  wherein  men 
and  women  have  supposed  that  such 
moral  and  ethical  standards  are  the 
“property”  of  humanity  —  that  they 
have  come  from  humans  and  not  God  — 
and  that  to  be  “reasonable”  about  such 
matters  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  “upward  climb! " 

In  such  times  as  these,  although  no  ap¬ 
parent  change  has  come  about,  the  Cen¬ 
ter  to  life  is  gone.  We  have  knowledge 
and  understanding,  but  no  true  wisdom. 
We  see  rationally  and  philosophically, 
but  not  by  God’s  Gift,  therefore  without 
wisdom ;  and  it  is  precisely  at  this  junc¬ 
ture  that  Divine  Worship  becomes  a 
mockery  (cf.  Eliot’s  "The  Hollow  Men”) 
however  unintentional  this  may  be:  And 
this  is  where  we  are  today ! 

The  very  fact  that  our  churches,  from 
the  smallest  groups  to  the  cathedral-type 
congregations,  are  “split"  is  a  case  in 
point.  One  group  says,  “This  way,”  and 
the  other  group  shouts  back,  “No,  this 
way!" 

The  pathos,  of  course,  is  that  both 
groups  “preach”  from  their  own  “bias,” 
using  the  Bible  (not  the  Gospel! )  as  their 
guide,  and  interpreting  it  according  to 
their  own  predilections.  Neither  the  fear 
nor  awe  of  God  is  present ! 

But  the  “proof”  of  the  Word  was  never 
made  on  some  rational  or  pragmatic 
ground.  It  was  made  by  one  whose  mind 
was  totally  subservient  to  the  mind  and 
will  of  his  heavenly  Father,  even  being 
obedient  to  that  will  to  death  on  a  Cross! 
And  the  final  Victory  came,  not  by  the 
strength  of  the  man,  but  by  the  total  sense 
of  obedience  (discipline)  that  he  followed! 

When  St.  Paul  screamed  out,  “Let  this 
mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ 


Good  News’ 

ning”  is  less  than  appropriate  for 
opening  a  worship  service. 

I’ve  been  “guilty”  of  “Good  Mor- 
ninging”  my  congregations  for  many 
years,  perhaps  two  Sundays  per  month, 
and  find  that  it  can  be  combined 
smoothly  with  a  suitable  Call  to  Worship. 

Ms.  Timberlake’s  concern  seems  to  be 
that  it  is  not  sufficiently  theological,  but 
as  I  read  Genesis  1,  I’m  impressed  by  the 
two  outstanding  symphonic  themes 
which  are  repeated  several  times: 
(1)  God  created  evening  and  morning, 
thus  dividing  time  into  days,  and  (2)  He 
saw  that  everything  which  He  had  made 
was  good. 

So  I  wonder  how  any  salutation  at  the 
beginning  of  worship  could  be  older, 
more  Biblical,  more  beautiful,  or  more 
theological? 

Arnold  R.  Lewis 
Galt,  California 

Voices  lack  ‘joyful  song’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Reading  the  article  headlined  “Let’s 
greet  God  at  our  worship"  (TM/UMR, 
July  24),  I  can  understand  Ms.  Tim- 
berlake's  appreciation  of  the  great  words 
of  traditional  salutation  for  worship  such 
as,  “Enter  into  His  gates  with 
thanksgiving  .  ,  and  “O  Sing  to  the 
Lord  a  new  song  ...”  The  difficulty  is 
that  there  is  little  hint  of  thanksgiving 
and  joyful  song  in  the  voices  of  the 
readers  to  “invoke  the  presence  of  God,” 
which  Ms.  Timberlake  so  desires. 

I  sense  a  joyful  praise  and  lilt  of  song  in 
the  voice  of  our  pastor,  and  in  the  re¬ 
sponse  from  the  congregation,  when  the 
service  is  opened  with  “Good  Morning." 
Two  banners  hanging  at  the  front  of  our 
sanctuary'  declare:  “He  Is  Risen  .  .  . 
ALLELUIA."  I  agree  with  Ms.  Tim¬ 
berlake  that  these  words  are  a  strong 
pronouncement  of  God’s  presence,  and 
we  experience  and  affirm  that  it  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  “good  morning.”  For  me  this  is 
in  tune  with  the  presence  of  God  in  the  car¬ 
ing  and  loving  community  of  our  church. 

Margery  McWilliams 
San  Francisco,  California 

Full  ‘United  Methodist’ 
name  should  be  used 

To  the  Editor : 

It  is  probably  a  voice  crying  in  the 
wilderness,  but  I  wish  to  register  my 
growing  resentment  to  the  use  of  UMC, 
UM’s,  and  UM  to  represent  United 


Jesus,"  he  was  reiterating  the  mind  of 
the  prophets  before  him.  He  was 
preaching  the  eternal  Gospel;  and  he 
was  laying  the  ground  for  a  kind  of  righ¬ 
teousness  and  truth  the  world  has  never 
understood  except  under  God.  And  it  was 
the  hearing  of  this  same  Gospel  that  gave 
rise  to  the  greatness  of  Western  Culture 
—  a  culture  that  grew  up  out  of  the  ashes 
left  by  a  hapless  Roman  Empire. 

And  it  is  precisely  this  mind  that  we 
have  forgotten  in  this  same  Western 
World  today.  Amid  all  the  marvels  of  our 
age,  we  are  bereft,  restless  and  hopeless ! 
Nor  will  all  of  the  psychological  and 
sociological  insights,  along  with  our 
scientific  and  technological  know-how, 
lift  us  from  this  terrible  quagmire 
any  more  than  any  of  us  can  “add  one 
cubit  to  his  stature”  by  his  own  strength. 

Somehow,  the  first  thing  that  will  have 


to  come  will  be  a  return  to  true  worship. 
But,  once  again,  true  worship  is  not  to  be 
found  in  some  “new  setting"  or  “new  ** 
structure,"  however  adroit.  Nor  will  it 
come  as  the  result  of  some  easy  and 
quick  kind  of  “salvation.”  It  will  be  found, 
only  in  those  who,  by  the  renewal  of  their 
minds,  exude  a  new  sense  of  moral  and 
ethical  fiber,  undergirded  by  a  strange 
and  awesome  obedience  to  that  Word, 
even  to  death  on  a  Cross.  And  with  this . 
kind  of  discipleship  God  renews  the.' 
world  and  gives  Hope  eternal.  Amen. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor  is  The  Rev.  Ar-  ■ 
thur  H.  Jones  Jr.,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Holston  Conference  who  resides  in 
Bristol,  Tennessee. 


My  Witness 

A  friend’s  life  is  more  properly 
measured  in  deeds  than  in  years 


By  HAYES  F.  FLETCHER 

The  sting  of  death  continues  to  be  a 
confounding  and  confusing  enigma, 
especially  when  it  falls  upon  those  who 
are  in  the  prime  of  life.  On  the  national 
scene  we  have  noted  the  deaths  recently 
of  such  prominent  persons  as  Ella 
Grasso,  John  Lennon,  and  Steve 
McQueen  —  all  at  ages  considered  young 
by  mortality  tables.  Many  others, 
unknown  and  unsung,  have  died  suddenly 
and  were  quickly  forgotten,  leaving  only 
monuments  and  inscriptions  to  preserve 
their  memories. 

Most  of  us  would  like  life  to  be  like  well- 
constructed  sentences,  but  instead  the 
script  reads  like  it  was  written  by  a  jour¬ 
nalism  dropout.  We  keep  running  into  un¬ 
necessary  commas,  dashes,  slash 
marks,  parenthetical  phrases  and 
semicolons  which  interrupt  the  smooth 
flow  and  elegant  design  of  thoughts  and 
expressions. 

That  feeling  came  to  me  two  years  ago 
when  a  minister,  who  was  a  very  close 
friend,  died  suddenly  at  the  age  of  54. 
Something  about  his  death  haunted  me. 
In  recent  months,  I  have  come  to  realize 
it  was  his  life  —  not  his  death  —  which 
has  caused  me  to  keep  him  in  my 
thoughts. 

What  wisdom  we  acquire  is  often 
useless  until  it  is  filtered  through  ex¬ 
perience.  Perhaps,  that  is  the  reason  Will 
Durant  once  said  that  life  is  divided  into 
two  periods,  “in  the  first  we  indulge,  in 
the  second  we  preach."  What  an  ad¬ 
vantage  it  would  be  if  we  had  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  advanced  years  in  youth,  and 
in  old  age  the  vigor  of  youth.  But  we 
don’t,  so  we  have  to  approach  life’s 
pilgrimage  between  the  cradle  and  the 
grave  in  one  of  two  ways. 

The  first  is  to  see  it  as  a  nauseous  dose 
of  frivolous  hurry  and  bustle  and 
pleasure  —  a  fugitive  illusion  of 


coverage 

Methodist  Church  members.  Your  lead 
editorial  of  July  24th  headlined  “Review 
of  non-UM  seminaries  should  enhance 
training  of  UM  ministers”  and  the 
feature  story  “Black  and  white  UM’s  still 
segregated”  do  very  little  for  my  United 
Methodist  self-image. 

I  did  not  really  want  to  be  a  United 
Methodist  to  begin  with,  and  I  certainly 
do  not  want  to  be  a  UMC,  a  UM,  or  any 
other  alphabet  soup  combination. 

The  use  of  a  little  journalistic  style 
could  put  the  full  United  Methodist  name 
in  the  titles  and  not  use  the  title  so  many 
times  thereafter.  I  have  not  heard  it  yet, 
but  I  fully  expect  to  hear  it  any  day  now, 
(especially  if  papers  like  the  Reporter 
continue  to  use  the  “UM’s”  and  the 
“UMC")  that  a  person  when  asked  of  their 
church  membership  will  respond  with 
“I’m  a  UM !”  Won’t  that  be  a  great  day? ” 

Otherwise,  I  enjoy  the  Reporter  very 
much.  It  is  a  helpful,  useable,  in¬ 
formative  publication. 

Milton  Propp 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 


meaning,  purpose  and  reality.  Or  as 
Shakespeare  put  it,  “a  tale  told  by  an 
idiot.  .  .  signifying  nothing.” 

Another  is  to  understand  and  accept 
with  humility  the  intentional  flow  of 
events  as  the  pungent  ingredients  which 
provide  delightful  aromas  and  life-giving 
sustenance. 

Last  summer  while  watching  the 
rapidly  moving  water  of  a  mountain 
stream,  I  became  a  student  of  a  natural 
outdoor  classroom.  The  water,  like  life, 
was  constantly  passing  away,  and  yet 
constantly  coming  on.  It  moved  swiftly, 
undeterred  by  boulders,  felled  trees  and 
other  encumbrances.  The  obstacles  were 
there,  but  the  aggressive  currents  found 
ways  to  go  around  them  or  over  a  period 
of  time  and  with  unlimited  patience,  to 
smooth  the  jagged  edges  blocking  the 
flow. 

Although  I  neither  knew  the  destiny 
nor  the  destination  of  that  body  of  water, 
it  seemed  to  have  an  instinctive  will  —  a 
mysterious  puzzling  wisdom  of  nature 
unpenetrated  by  all  of  our  technology 
and  brilliance.  Except  for  the  roar  of  the 
water  and  its  echoes  over  the  mountain 
ranges,  there  was  silence  in  those 
surroundings.  Away  from  all  the  shrill 
voices,  the  comic  operas  played  out  daily 
in  our  lives,  the  television  images 
without  substance,  and  the  absurdity  of 
living  on  a  carousel  and  always  grasping 
for  the  brass  ring,  I  think  I  discovered 
some  truth  to  calm  those  haunting 
feelings. 

The  jagged  edge  of  life  and  the  per¬ 
sonal  and  public  obstructions  often  cause 
us  to  lose  contact  with  destiny  and 
destination.  We  have  the  tendency  to 
back  away  and  allow  the  formation  of 
stagnant  pools  infested  with  cynicism, 
self-pity  and  selfishness. 

My  friend  and  the  river  taught  me  that 
life  is  more  properly  measured  in  deeds, 
than  years;  in  outreach,  than  breath;  in 
the  heartbeat,  not  the  hands  on  a  clock. . 
There  was  a  continuance  in  his  coun- . 
tenance;  a  ribbon-like  flow  to  his  life; 
and  a  gentle  determination  adaptable  to 
his  destiny. 

Yes,  he  indulged  and  he  preached,  but , 
both  were  always  tempered  with  self- 
control  and  compassion.  He  taught  me 
that  one  cannot  always  control  the  flow 
or  manipulate  the  changing  currents  and- 
that  we  cannot  be  certain  -about  the 
twisting  bends  and  inevitable  outlets. 
Those  are  often  migrations  of  the  spirit 
controlled  by  current  events.  But  we  can 
know  that  life  is  full  of  connecting  links. 
We  are  most  alive  when  we  find  them  and 
share  our  humanness  with  all  humanity 
in  what  Hemingway  called  a  “moveable- 
feast.” 

My  friend  died  and  was  buried  at  54.  In 
one  way,  he  was  lucky.  Some  have  died 
at  20,  but  waited  thirty  years  to  be 
buried. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Hayes  F.  Fletcher,  is  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  Assistant  to  the  President 
of  Lambuth  College  in  Jackson,  Ten¬ 
nessee  (Memphis  Conference ). 


Is  the  women's 
movement 
consistent  with  a 
deep  biblical  faithj 
in  Christt 


ANNE 

FOLLIS 

YES ! 


In  "I'm  Not  a 
Women's  Libber, 
But.  .  .  :7she  tells 
you  why. 


Anne  Follis  is  a  homemaker, 
mother,  wife  of  a  minister, 
and  a  writer  who  recounts 
with  honesty  and  humor  her 
personal  struggle  to  remain 
true  to  the  Word  of  God  and 
at  thetsame  time  recognize 
the  realities  of  the  world  in 
which  we  live.  Her  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  legal  rights  of 
homemakers  and  of  the 
Scriptures  has  convinced 
her  that  the  women's  move¬ 
ment  is  consistent  with  her 
Christian  beliefs. 


She  helped  found  the 
Homemakers'  Equal  Rights 
Association,  and  travels 
across  the  country  to  pro¬ 
mote  it. 

You  won't  want  to  miss 
her  fascinating  story.  $7.95 
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College  kids  said  more 
like  ’50s  forebears 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  -  Today’s  college 
students  are  more  like  their  1950s 
predecessors  than  like  their  more  recent 
forebears,  say  many  who  minister  to 
these  young  men  and  women.  They  are 
more  likely  to  overindulge  in  alcohol 
than  in  hard  drugs  —  but  more  likely  to 
try  for  good  grades  than  just  good  times. 

During  the  National  Campus  Ministry 
Association’s  meeting  here  last  week, 
TM/UMR  asked  campus  clergy  what 
students  in  colleges  and  universities  are 
like  and  what  students  can  expect  of 
campus  ministries. 

“Students  are  now  back  in  the  1950s 
mold.  Sororities  and  fraternities  are 
booming  —  and  they  almost  died  a 
decade  ago,”  said  the  Rev.  Dave  Stefen- 
son,  a  United  Methodist  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  —  Green  Bay. 

The  Rev.  A1  Axelton,  a  UM  at  Califor¬ 
nia  State-Northridge  in  Los  Angeles,  said 
that  while  he  has  always  had  students  in¬ 
terested  in  training  for  jobs,  many  today 
are  “interested  in  finding  a  meaningful 
place  for  themselves  in  society”  as  well. 
Mr.  Axelton  is  the  outgoing  president  of 
the  ecumenical  campus  ministry 
association. 

“Students  today  are  looking  for  some 
entry  into  financial  security  as  well  as  a 
place  in  society,”  said  the  Rev.  Delton 
Pickering.  Twenty-one  years  a  campus 
minister,  for  the  last  four  he  has  been  the 
fulltime  administrator  for  campus 
ministry  in  the  UMC’s  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference. 

Students  also  are  interested  in 
majoring  in  fields  that  are  marketable. 
“They  seek  internships  that  will  look 
good  on  their  resumes,”  said  the  Rev. 
Patricia  Ferris,  a  UM  minister  serving 
at  the  University  of  Delaware. 

The  Rev.  Donna  Schaper,  pastor  of 
First  Congregational  Church  in  Amherst, 
Mass.,  a  town  with  five  colleges  or 
universities,  spent  12  years  as  a  campus 
minister  before  taking  her  present  post. 
This  job,  shesaid,  keeps  her  just  as  close 
to  the  campus  scene. 

As  more  than  one  campus  minister 
said,  alcohol  is  taking  the  place  of  the 
hard  drug  experimentation  of  the  1960’s 
and  1970’s.  One  campus  minister  repor¬ 
ted  that  college  students  accept  drinking 


and  smoking  marijuana  as  common 
practices. 

Part  of  Ms.  Schaper’s  time  as  a  cam¬ 
pus  minister,  she  said,  was  spent  in 
group  counseling  sessions  with  students 
for  whom  alcohol  was  a  problem,  either 
their  own  or  their  parents’  overin¬ 
dulgence. 

More  than  one  campus  minister  report¬ 
ed  approaching  university  officials  on 
behalf  of  students  with  problems.  “I  try 
to  posture  myself  so  as  to  be  helpful  to 
students,”  the  Rev.  Bob  Briehon  ex¬ 
plained.  Such  a  stand,  however,  is  not 
without  its  problems,  he  said. 
“Sometimes  parents  expect  the  campus 
minister  to  do  what  they  have  been 
unable  to  do  at  home.  We  even  have 
phone  calls  from  parents  asking  the  cam¬ 
pus  minister  to  intervene  with  their 
children  for  them  anonymously.” 

The  Rev.  Odette  Lockwood,  a  United 
Methodist,  at  the  University  of  California 
at  San  Francisco  Medical  Center  said  it’s 
important  that  a  campus  minister  not 
confuse  his  or  her  role  with  that  of  a 
psychiatrist  when  working  with  students. 
What  students  often  needed  is  spiritual, 
not  mental  health,  counseling,  she  said. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Rebirth  of  national 
Christian  student 
movement  debated 


There’s  an  understandable  look  of  uncertainty  on  college  students’  faces  this  fall. 
Federal  assistance  to  them  and  their  schools  is  being  cut  back,  and  it’s  too  soon  to  tell 
whether  the  church  and  other  private  sources  will  help  make  up  the  difference.  On 
this  page  and  the  editorial  page,  TM/UMR  takes  several  looks  at  what  back-to-school 
means  this  Fall. 
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Federal  cuts  slice  into  budgets ,  enrollments 


Black  colleges  fight  dependency 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

In  light  of  the  Reagan  Administration’s 
recent  budget  cuts,  United  Methodist- 
related  black  colleges  are  finding  them¬ 
selves  in  a  sink-or-swim  situation. 

However,  the  presidents  of  the  schools 
say  they  are  determined  to  cling  to  their 
lifeboats  —  namely  gifts  from  the 
denomination,  alumni  and  foundations. 

Money  to  operate  the  schools  comes 
from  various  sources  affected  by  the 
recent  budget  adjustment.  Two  decisions 
particularly  plaguing  black  colleges  are: 
•  Reduction  of  the  maximum  amount  of 
grant  money  a  student  can  receive 
and  raising  the  interest  rate  for 
student  loans. 


New  president  tries  to  keep 
two-year  college  afloat 


Mr.  Wade 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

MORRISTOWN,  Tenn.  -  Recent 
rejection  of  a  $200,000  proposal  for 
federal  funds  for  United  Methodism’s 
oniytwo-year  black  college  may  look  like 
another  nail  in  the  coffin  for  the 
beleaguered  school. 

But  Morristown 
College’s  new  in¬ 
terim  president  Dr. 

Charles  Wade  — 
who  is  on  a  six- 
month  contract  to 
turn  the  school 
around  —  says,  “So 
what  else  is  new? 

Black  schools  have 
traditionally  had  to 
struggle,  only  now 
our  problems  are  mostly  economic.” 

Earlier  this  year  it  was  reported  that 
Morristown  had  to  liquidate  its  en¬ 
dowment  to  pay  off  debts  owed  to  the 
U.S.  Internal  Revenue  Service  (for  in¬ 
come  tax  witheld)  and  to  an  insurance 
company.  Former  president  Dr.  Raymon 
White’s  resignation  in  May  prompted  the 
school’s  trustees  to  ask  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  to 
evaluate  the  total  scope  of  Morristown’s 
difficulties  and  help  find  a  new  president. 

Dr.  Wade,  like  the  presidents  of  most 
other  United  Methodist-related  black 
colleges,  is  facing  a  financial  crunch 
because  of  federal  budget  cuts  affecting 
higher  education.  Morristown’s  ad¬ 
ministrators  last  year  submitted  their 
annual  proposal  for  money  through  Title 
III  of  the  1965  Higher  Education  Act, 
which  was  established  to  aid  “developing 
institutions,”  namely  black  colleges. 

Dr.  Wade,  who  began  at  Morristown 
Aug.  1,  said  the  school  recently  learned 
of  the  rejection.  He  has  contacted  several 
federal  offices  in  an  effort  to  get  the 
proposal  reconsidered.  Loss  of  those 
funds  —  representing  20  percent  of  the 
School's  $1.1  million  budget  —  would  put 
Jhe  school's  very  existence  in  jeopardy. 

;  More  than  95  percent  of  Morristown’s 
Students  receive  at  least  some  financial 


assistance,  so  that  changes  in  federal 
financial  aid  programs  also  plague 
Morristown,  Dr.  Wade  said.  While 
Congress  last  year  increased  the  money 
for  grants  by  13  percent  -r-  to  $2.65  billion 
—  the  maximum  a  student  can  receive 
per  year  has  been  decreased  from  $1,750 
to  $1,670.  While  a  difference  of  $80  seems 
minimal,  Dr.  Wade  said  any  cut  is 
detrimental  to  the  average  Morristown 
student,  whose  family  income  is  under 
$7,000  a  year. 

If  students  can't  get  money,  yearly 
enrollment  will  drop  and  Morristown  will 
lose  both  direct  aid  and  student  tuition. 
Dr.  Wade  said  loss  of  the  money  will 
mean  costly  delays  in  capital  im¬ 
provements  on  campus,  as  well  as  a  lack 
of  funds  to  beef  up  curriculum. 

Still,  with  all  the  setbacks,  survival  is 
the  ultimate  goal  for  Morristown.  “The 
key  is  fiscal  management,  increased  sup¬ 
port  from  our  church  conferences  and 
alumni  and  attracting  more  students  to 
Morristown,”  the  president  believes.  “A 
former  vice  president  of  Savannah  (Ga.) 
State  University,  Dr.  Wade  said,  “If 
Morristown  is  to  survive  these  cuts  the 
churches  will  have  to  do  better, 
especially  within  those  conferences 
which  have  historically  been  related  to 
this  institution.” 

Another  step  toward  survival  will  be  to 
get  more  students  enrolled  at 
Morristown.  Enrollment  is  up  this  year 
to  183  with  more  on  the  way  —  quite  a 
gain  from  last  year’s  110.  He  said  the 
ideal  enrollment  would  be  between  300 
and  400  students. 

“I  think  if  we  try  to  offer  a  variety  of 
subjects  and  a  more  diverse  curriculum 
we’ll  attract  more  students  —  especially 
from  this  area.  I’m  recommending  that 
we  move  from  offering  only  one  degree  to 
offering  three.  We  currently  only  offer  an 
associate  in  arts  degree.”  Dr.  Wade  said 
he  is  conferring  with  administrators  of 
two  area  colleges  on  the  idea  of  jointly  of¬ 
fering  an  associate  in  applied  science 
and  science. 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


•  Reduction  of  Title  III  program  funds  of 

the  1965  Higher  Education  Act  for 

“developing  institutions." 

Enrollment  decline  feared 

Since  an  average  of  95  percent  of  the 
students  at  these  colleges  receive  finan¬ 
cial  aid,  changes  in  eligibility  and 
availability  of  government  assistance  for 
students  have  stunted  enrollment  at 
several  schools.  In  many  cases,  the  lack 
of  funds  was  not  as  devastating  as  the  un¬ 
certainty  whether  assistance  would  con¬ 
tinue.  The  muddle  of  rules  and 
distribution  of  grants  this  summer  has 
caused  many  students  to  give  up  and  not 
enroll  for  next  year  even  before  they 
heard  the  outcome  of  budget  changes. 
And,  though  education  loans  offer 
another  option,  the  interest  rate  hike 
from  nine  percent  to  14  percent  also 
discouraged  enrollment. 

Loss  of  Title  III  money  is  particularly 
damaging.  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller  Jr., 
president  of  Bennett  College  in  Greens¬ 
boro.  N.C.,  reported  that  a  proposal  for 
$500,000  was  slashed  by  almost  50  per¬ 
cent.  “I  haven’t  finished  choking,"  Dr. 
Miller  said.  “We  saw  the  handwriting  on 
the  wall  when  the  new  administration 
began  talking  about  cuts,  and  we  tried  to 
curtail  our  dependency  on  federal  funds. 
We  just  didn’t  start  quite  soon  enough." 

Dr.  Miller  said  the  school  is  finding 
ways  to  cut  fat.  “I  don’t  expect  to  drop 
any  classes,  but  we  have  not  hired  any 
new  teachers  and  we’ll  have  to  cut  out 
some  capital  improvement  plans,”  he 
said. 

Move  to  decrease  dependency 

Black  colleges  may  not  be  ready  to 
detach  themselves  from  federal  assist¬ 
ance,  but  several  of  the  presidents  in¬ 
terviewed  stressed  the  need  to  decrease 
dependency  on  federal  funds. 

Dr.  Samuel  Cook,  president  of  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans,  said  the 
school  “was  pleased  but  surprised"  that 
it  received  $1.6  million  of  the  nearly  $2 
million  it  requested  from  Title  III. 
“When  we  got  our  first  Title  III  grant  five 
years  ago,  we  made  a  decision  not  to  hire 
a  lot  of  extra  people  and  set  up  un¬ 
necessary  programs.  We  made  a  con¬ 
scious  effort  to  limit  our  dependency  on 
federal  money  and  put  our  faith  in  much 
more  reliable  contributors  such  as  the 
United  Negro  College  Fund,  the  UMC 
and  the  United  Church  of  Christ,”  Dr. 
Cook  said. 

Less  dependency  on  federal  funds,  said 
Dr.  Robert  Hayes  of  Wiley  College  in 
Marshall,  Texas,  will  have  to  be  em¬ 
phasized  if  black  colleges  are  to  survive. 
“The  cuts  are  affecting  a  lot  of  people, 
but  among  college  students,  it  is  felt 
mostly  by  the  middle-class  black  and 
white.  Parents  are  just  going  to  have  to 
shell  out  more  of  their  own  money  for 
their  kids’  educations.  With  all  the  govern¬ 
ment  cuts,  it’s  obvious  the  day  of  the  free 
lunch  is  over." 

However,  Dr.  Hayes  and  other  ad¬ 
ministrators  admitted  that  the  budget 
woes  would  not  be  easily  remedied  for 


parents  of  the  majority  of  their  students 
whose  average  family  income  is  under 
$7,000  per  year.  Though  the  maximum 
grant  has  been  cut  by  only  $80  —  from 
$1,750  to  $1,670  —  Dr.  Elias  Blake  Jr., 
president  of  Clark  College  in  Atlanta, 
said  even  as  little  as  a  $50  decrease  in  aid 
could  keep  some  low-income  students  out 
of  college. 

Colleges  facing  hardships  will  be 
looking  toward  their  alumni  and  chur¬ 
ches.  Wiley,  for  example,  is  linked  with 
several  northern  conferences  besides  its 
own  Texas  conference.  Dr.  Hayes  said  he 
has  asked  churches  within  those,  con¬ 
ferences  to  have  a  “Crumb  Sunday”  and 
“pass  the  hat”  for  Wiley.  “The  idea  of 
crumbs  comes  from  a  passage  in  the 
Bible  where  the  woman  asks  Jesus  for 
just  the  crumbs  from  His  table.  That’s 
what  I  am  asking  my  churches.  I  tell 
them  if  I  get  enough  crumbs,  I’ll  get  a 
loaf,"  Dr.  Hayes  added. 


(People  in  the  news. . . 


I 


Kansan  portrays  Susannah  with  humor 

For  three  years,  Barbara  Driver  of  Quenemo  UMC  has  visited  churches  in  the 
Kansas  East  conference  sporting  an  old  skirt,  a  shawl  and  a  lace  cap.  Standing 
before  congregations,  she  talks  about  things  which  happened  centuries  ago, 
impressing  audiences  with  her  portrayal  of  the  late  Susannah  Wesley,  mother  of 
John  and  Charles. 

Mrs.  Driver,  the  wife  of  a  Quenemo  farmer,  and  active  member  of  her  church 
said  she  became  interested  in  Wesley  history  many  years  ago,  but  then  “I  read  a 
book  called  ‘Susannah,’  and  really  got  interested  in  1974.” 

Four  years  later,  on  the  very  day  Wesley  Chapel  was  reopened  in  London,  Ms. 
Driver  performed  her  one-woman  drama  about  Susannah  Wesley  at  her  United 
Methodist  Women’s  meeting.  The  minister,  Rev.  Kazuo  Ozawa,  was  duly 
impressed  and  asked  her  to  perform  at  a  Mothers’  Day  gala  at  the  church.  Since 
then,  she  said  she  has  performed  her  monologue  —  based  on  her  own  research  —  23 
times.  “The  whole  experience  has  been  very  inspiring  for  me.  I  am  studying  and 
learning  more  about  the  history  of  the  UMC  and  can  compare  it  to  the  church 
today.” 

“What  I  do  is  kind  of  reminisce  about  the  life  of  the  Wesley  family  through  the 
figure  of  Mother  Susannah.  “She’s  always  portrayed  in  books  as  being  firm  and 
humorless,  but  in  my  research  I  haven’t  found  that.  I  feel  Susanna’s  humor  was 
very  sharp  and  dry.  I  try  to  use  what  I  think  of  as  her  kind  of  humor  in  my 
portrayal,”  she  said. 

M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  -  The  time  may 
be  ripe  for  the  rebirth  of  a  national 
student  Christian  movement  in  the 
United  States. 

That’s  the  opinion  of  most  persons  in¬ 
terviewed  here  last  week.  They  were 
here  for  a  galaxy  of  student-oriented 
meetings  including  the  first  national 
ecumenical  student  conference  in  this 
country  in  11  years,  a  meeting  of  the 
Campus  Ministry  Association,  and  the 
first  meeting  in  the  country  in  more  than 
20  years  of  the  World  Student  Christian 
Federation. 

The  resurrected  national  student 
Christian  movement,  if  it  happens,  would 
come  nearly  a  decade  after  the  self- 
inflicted  demise  of  its  predecessor,  the 
University  Christian  Movement. 

What  killed  the  old  University 
Christian  Movement?  These  were  among 
the  interpretations  given  to  TM/UMR: 

•  An  executive  committee  which  acted 
independently  of  its  members. 

•  Polarization  by  races  and  by  sexes 
among  the  movement’s  members. 

•  Alienation  by  students  in  the  1960s 
from  their  schools,  government,  and 
churches. 

One  who  feels  that  this  alienation  has 
lessened  is  the  Rev.  John  Jordan  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Division.  He 
also  said  that  churches  have  become 
more  willing  to  take  social  issues  stands 
and  are  more  clearly  identified  “as  being 
on  the  side  of  the  disadvantaged." 

The  major  student  conference  here  this 
week  brought  together  some  250 
delegates.  Many  were  funded  by  local 
churches  and  denominational  agencies 
(including  some  within  the  UMC).  By  its 
end  (after  TM/UMR  deadlines)  the 
meeting  was  expected  to  reveal  whether 
students  themselves  believe  the  time  is 
ripe  for  another  ecumenical  student 
Christian  movement  in  the  U.S. 

“Students  are  coming  from  all  over  the 
country,  bringing  with  them  a  desire  to 
learn  what  other  students  are  doing,”  ex¬ 
plained  Ruth  Harris,  co-chair  of  the 
national  conference  and  staff  person  in 
the  UMC  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
World  Division. 

Sara  Beth  Allen,  a  United  Methodist 
graduate  student  from  New  York,  said, 


“There  has  not  been  a  time  in  years  when 
the  churches  have  been  so  ready  to  give 
time  and  help  to  a  student  Christian 
movement.” 

The  Rev  Chris  Blackburn,  a  United 
Methodist  and  director  of  the  50-year-old 
ecumenical  New  England  Student  Con¬ 
ference,  said  what  she  has  learned  from 
both  students  and  campus  ministers 
from  east  of  the  Mississippi  in  meetings 
during  the  past  year  is  that  “now  is  the 
time.” 

A  warning  came,  though,  from  Steve 
Unruhe,  a  United  Methodist  director  with 
the  California  Student  Christian 
Movement.  He  said  development  of  a 
national  ecumenical  student  Christian 
movement  will  “continue  to  be  a  long 
process.  It  has  been  11  years  since  the 
last  ecumenical  student  conference,  and 
I  don’t  think  a  national  movement  will 
come  (immediately)  out  of  it.”  He 
predicts  it  will  take  one  to  two  years  to 
develop  a  consensus  about  such  a 
movement  in  this  country. 

One  who  seems  to  agree  with  Mr 
Unruhe  is  the  Rev.  John  Moyer,  a  Bay 
Area  Presbyterian  minister  and  the  staff 
person  for  the  national  student  con¬ 
ference  here  this  week.  He  said  an 
organized  national  student  movement  in 
the  U.S.  is  more  likely  to  come  out  of  a 
second  national  meeting,  discussed  for 
possibly  two  years  hence. 

Those  interviewed  here  gave  this 
general  outline  of  what  a  new  national 
student  movement  might  look  like: 

•  It  would  have  to  be  reflective  of  what 
students  themselves  believed  important. 

•  It  could  be  an  important  part  of 
churches’  and  campus  ministry  to  young 
people. 

•  It  can  be  an  excellent  training 
ground  for  both  clergy  and  lay  leadership 
in  churchy 

Should /^uch  a  student  movement 
organize  in  the  United  States,  it  could 
become  a  full  voting  member  of  the 
World  Student  Christian  Federation  only 
if  it  met  these  criteria:  Be  national  in 
scope,  ecumenical,  Christian,  ’and 
primarily  student  in  makeup. 

As  it  is  now,  the  New  England  and 
California  student  movements,  the 
Lutheran  Student  Movement,  and  the 
YWCA  with  its  30-odd  campus  groups  are 
among  the  non-voting  associate  member 
groups  from  the  U.S. 


Seminarians  opt  for  unapproved  schools 


Barbara  Driver  as  'Susannah' 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

More  than  120  United  Methodist 
ministerial  students  apparently  have 
decided  to  take  a  chance  on  eventual  UM 
ordination  by  their  choice  of  “not- 
approved"  seminaries  this  fall. 

Some  of  them  will  be  first-year  stu¬ 
dents  at  schools  which  lost  their 
“approved"  rating  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  this  summer.  Others 
will  be  attending  a  school  which  never 
has  had  a  rating. 

A  wide  check  by  TM/UMR  found  only 
four  students  who  have  been  diverted  by 
the  denomination’s  University  Senate 
declaring  their  chosen  school  “not- 
approved."  The  four  switched  to  an  “ap¬ 
proved"  school  after  the  results  of  the 
first-ever  seminary  review  were  an¬ 
nounced  this  summer  (See  TM/UMR, 
July  17  and  24). 

The  risk  the  others  are  taking  is  spelled 
out  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline”  (United 
Methodism's  rule  book).  With  very  few 
exceptions,  a  person  must  meet  two 
educational  requirements  to  be  or¬ 
dained:  have  a  degree  from  a  seminary 
approved  by  the  University  Senate 
(paragraph  424-3a)  and  have  received  at 
least  half  the  credits  toward  that  degree 
at  a  senate-approved  seminary 
(paragraph  415-2). 

Officials  encourage  students 

TM/UMR  has  learned  that  students 
are  being  encouraged  to  take  the  risk  by 
seminary  administrators  and  by  alumni 
of  their  schools  who  are  UM  ministers  in 
full  connection. 

Most  are  banking  on  the  University 
Senate  later  deciding  to  put  the 
seminaries  back  on  the  “approved"  list, 
several  of  them  said. 

Officials  from  five  of  the  six 
seminaries  which  cooperated  with  the 
senate’s  review  but  lost  approval  said 
they  are  appealing  the  decision  and  are 
confident  they  will  win. 

Dr.  Frederick  Blumer,  head  of  the 
senate’s  review  commission,  told 
TM/UMR  he  objects  to  students  being 
encouraged  to  base  decisions  on 
speculation:  “We  should  not  ever  lead 
students  to  believe  they  can  bank  on 
something”  (which  is  speculative). 

The  earliest  the  senate  can  decide  on 
the  seminaries'  appeals  is  next  January, 
he  said.  Furthermore,  he  said,  nobody 
should  assume  that  approval  of  a  “not- 
approved"  seminary  in  the  future  will  be 
retroactive.  Retroactivity  is  necessary 
for  credits  earned  previously  to  count 
toward  ordination  requirements.  Even  if 
the  senate  would  make  such  a  decision 
retroactive,  annual  conferences  do  not 
have  to  go  along,  he  added. 

Changes  in  procedure 

Until  this  year,  any  seminary 
receiving  accreditation  from  the 
American  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  automatically  was  put  on  the 
senate’s  “approved”  list.  But  the  1980 
General  Conference  mandated  that  the 


UMs  ban  k  on  Se  nate 
approving  appeals 


senate  review  each  one  and  label  them 
“approved”  only  if  they  meet  additional 
criteria  for  educating  students 
specifically  for  ministry  within  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

The  senate  contacted  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  seminaries  previously  on  the 
“approved”  list.  Of  these,  24  declined 
review  and  were  dropped  from  the  list. 
Of  those  reviewed,  six  were  dropped,  37 
were  “approved”  and  three  were  given 
provisional  approval.  Another  —  Oral 
Roberts  University,  a  relatively  new 
school  seeking  approval  for  the  first  time 
—  was  continued  under  review,  leaving  it 
with  “not-approved"  status.  Together, 
they  account  for  the  more  than  120  UM 
seminarians  taking  the  risk  this  fall. 

More  than  100  additional  students  who 
already  were  attending  the  six  schools 
removed  from  the  “approved”  list  ap¬ 
parently  will  go  back  to  the  school  this 
fall.  TM/UMR  contacted  all  six  and  of¬ 
ficials  of  several  UM  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  None  knew  of  a  single  student 


in  the?  second  or  third  year  of  study  who 
has  decided  to  transfer. 

UMC  pushes  transfers 

The  denomination  is  strongly  urging 
them  to  transfer  to  an  "approved" 
school.  But  conference  boards  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry  are  allowed  to  accept 
their  degrees  for  ordination. 

The  five  seminaries  which  are  ap¬ 
pealing  are:  Ashland  in  Ohio  (The 
Brethren  Church,  Ashland).  Trinity 
Evangelical  in  Illinois  (Evangelical  Free 
Church  of  America),  Eastern  Baptist  in 
Philadelphia  (American  Baptist)  and 
Lutheran  Southern  (Lutheran  Church  of 
America)  and  Erskine  (Associate  Re¬ 
formed  Presbyterian),  both  in  South 
Carolina. 

The  main  reasons  listed  by  the  senate 
for  their  being  “not-approved"  were 
deficient  opportunities  for  students  to 
learn  United  Methodist  history,  doctrine 
and  structure,  and  limitations  on 
freedom  of  academic  inquiry.  The  five 
schools  had  more  than  130  UM  students 
last  year  and  are  expecting  more  this 
fall. 

The  sixth  seminary,  Lutheran  at 
Philadelphia  (Lutheran  Church  of 
America),  is  not  appealing  the  decision 
or  taking  on  new  UM  students. 


Sign  up  Now  for  the 
Festival  of  Songs 
Seminars! 

Learn  new  ideas  to  enhance  your 
church's  music  program  with  Songs  of 

Zion  and  Supplement  to 
The  Book  of  Hymns.  Pick 
the  location  and  date 
convenient  tor  you.  Call 
or  write  your  Cokesbury 
Regional  Service  Center 
with  your  registration  or 
for  more  Information. 


i  FESTIVAL 
9  Of  SONGS 
SEMINAR 


Cokesbiuy 


DATES  AND  LOCATIONS: 

Sept.  12,  San  Antonio.  Kansas  City,  Sept. 
13,  Albuquerque.  Sept,  19,  Mobile.  Rose¬ 
ville  (Minneapolis);  Sept.  20,  Birmingham; 
Sept.  26,  Columbia  (SC).  Ft  Wayne.  Balti¬ 
more,  Sept.  27,  Shreveport;  Oct.  3,  Macon, 
Dallas.  Oshkosh,  Palatine  (Chicago),  Oct. 
4,  Charlotte  (NC);  Oct.  10,  Nashville.  Los 
Angeles,  Conway  (Little  Rock).  Lexington 
(MA);  Oct.  17,  Atlanta,  Lexington  (KY). 
Manchester  (St.  Louis),  Lubbock,  William¬ 
sport  (PA);  Oct.  18,  Dayton  (OH),  Harrisburg 
(PA).  Oct.  24,  Indianapolis,  Lansing;  Oct. 
25,  Clawson  (Ml);  Oct.  31,  Johnson  Cky 
(TN),  Canton  (OH),  Kinwood  (Houston),  Nov. 
7,  Bridgeport  (CT),  Nov.  8,  North  Syracuse, 
Wayne  (Philadelphia).  Omaha.  Nov.14, 
Wilson  (NC).  Jackson  (MS),  Oklahoma 
City;  Nov.  15,  Memphis;  Nov.  21,  Tampa. 
Richmond.  Charleston  (WV),  Boise.  Nov. 

22,  Portland 

Baslatratlon  lee  la  $15.00,  which  Include*  coplat  of 
both  hymnal*,  two  flexible  record*,  and  ottior  Interpre¬ 
tive  material*.  P996UMR 
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_  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

UM  charismatics  a  varied  1,500 

Renewal  speakers  net  ‘wows’ not  mere  ‘ amens  ’ 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMNS)  - 
Stereotyping  was  not  possible  with  the 
1,500  persons  attending  the  third  annual 
Aldersgate,  or  national  gathering  of 
United  Methodist  charismatics,  held 
here  this  month. 

Variety  was  more  apparent  than 
similarity  —  in  the  way  they  worshiped 
and  responded.  The  speakers  weren’t 
always  able  to  provoke  enthusiastic 
responses,  but  on  many  occasions  a 
“wow”  replaced  “amen”  and 
"hallelujah.”  One  leader  called  it  “a  new 
word  introduced  into  the  theological 
handbook.” 

On  one  thing  there  appeared  to  be 
general  consensus:  participants  felt 
they’d  been  touched  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  called  to  serve;  they  love  the  church 
and  want  to  be  “an  instrument”  in  its 
renewal.  Aldersgate  ‘81  was  sponsored 
by  United  Methodist  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship,  which  is  not  an  official  church 
agency,  but  has  liaison  arrangement 
with  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

Several  speakers  recalled  that  John 
Wesley’s  "heartwarming"  at  the  first 
Aldersgate  in  1738  was  a  Holy  Spirit  ex¬ 
perience  and  called  Wesleyan  traditions 
“the  source  of  the  present  Holy  Spirit 
movement.  ’ 


Recent  changes  in  the  church’s  at¬ 
titude  toward  charismatics  were 
heralded.  The  Rev.  Tommy  Tyson, 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C.,  declared,  "The  church 
is  now  saying,  ‘You  can  be  as  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  as  you  want  to  be.’  It’s  a 
new  day.” 

Dr.  William  F.  Wilson,  who  called  him¬ 
self  “probably  the  only  psychiatrist  who 
heads  a  charismatic  fellowship,”  said  he 
sometimes  gets  discouraged  with  United 
Methodism.  But  “we  have  the  best 
theology  and  doctrine”  of  any  mainline 
denomination  and  “more  laymen  who 
love  the  Lord  and  would  like  to  do 
something  for  him.”  He  added,  “I 
believe  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
going  to  come  alive.” 

The  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone,  executive 
director,  said  the  Gallup  Poll  finding  that 
18  percent  of  mainline  church  members 
characterize  themselves  as  charismatic 
means  possibly  1.4  million  United 
Methodists.  So,  he  said,  “you’ll  probably 
find  someone  with  charismatic  ex¬ 
perience  in  every  congregation,” 
although  most  are  unaware  of  other 
charismatics  and  some  "do  not  want  to 
be  involved  with  the  excesses  they  have 
encountered.” 

He  recalled  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  statement  giving  the 


denomination  an  official  policy  of  open¬ 
ness  and  love  toward  charismatics. 
Speakers  here  referred  to  its  remark  that 
“in  a  biblical  sense  there  is  no  such  per¬ 
son  as  a  non-charismatic  Christian,  since 
‘charismata’  refers  to  the  gracious  gifts 
of  God  bestowed  on  all  Christians  to 
equip  them  for  ministry.” 

In  teaching  sessions,  Dr.  Morton  Kelsey 
of  Notre  Dame  University,  as  well  as  others, 
voiced  disbelief  that  "God  gave  these  gifts  to 
get  the  church  started"  in  the  first  century 
and  “then  took  them  away.” 

Several  acknowledged  continuing 
problems,  however,  within  the  church. 
Dr.  Kelsey  said  the  hardest  person  to 
work  with  is  “the  lukewarm  person  who 
comes  to  church  regularly  but  has  been 
immunized  against  the  Gospel  and  never 
says  ‘wow.’  We’ve  lost  our  wowing 
capacity.”  He  added  the  church  hasn’t 
made  much  progress  because  “it  hasn’t 
made  demands  on  people.” 

Rev.  Leontine  Kelly,  a  black  woman 
pastor  from  Richmond,  Va.,  recalled  the 
experiences  of  both  charismatics  and 
ethnic  minority  persons,  and  declared 
the  United  Methodist  Church  “should 
become  more  open,  not  more  closed.” 

Mrs.  Kelly  stressed  the  need  for  breadth 
in  seeking  church  renewal.  “The  Spirit 
of  God  speaks  to  all  conditions  and  can’t 


be  split  into  personal  and  social  gospels 
The  Spirit  is  the  empowering  force  that 
enables  you  to  move  out  and  confront  the 
very  structures  of  society  that  will  test  the 
people  of  God  no  matter  who  they  are.” 

“When  we  claim  the  Spirit,”  she  ad¬ 
ded,  “even  as  we  shout  hallelujah, 
thousands  die  of  starvation  daily, ...  the 
churches  close  their  doors  to  certain 
people,  and  evangelism  means  skipping 
certain  neighborhoods,  ...  as  if  we’d 
learned  nothing  from  the  1960s.” 

Dr.  Thomas  urged  his  listeners  to  “use 
the  Spirit’s  gifts  to  build  up  the  church.” 
He  emphasized  the  need  for  charismatics 
to  be  “spirit-led,  day  by  day,  in  relation¬ 
ships  with  others.” 

In  discussing  strategies  for  renewal 
within  the  parish,  Mr.  Whetstone  urged 
discovering  points  at  which  the  church  is 
most  open  to  spiritual  renewal,  such  as 
Bible  study  and  healing;  being  “com¬ 
municative  rather  than  con¬ 
frontational;”  living  “in  a  manner  which 
will  commend  it  to  others ;  ’ r  being  patient 
—  “the  Holy  Spirit  will  do  it  in  his  own 
way  and  in  his  own  time.” 

Retired  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes  of 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  urged  “Don’t  go  back  to 
your  local  church  expecting  to  be 
persecuted,  but  go  to  start  intercessory 
prayers”  for  the  pastor  and  people. 


Spirit  movement  still 
growing,  leaders  say 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Two  of  the 
nation’s  largest  conferences  on 
charismatic  renewal  no  longer  attract 
the  throngs  they  once  did,  but  this  doesn’t 
mean  the  movement  has  peaked,  ac¬ 
cording  to  four  of  its  leaders. 

The  four  were  interviewed  here  at  the 
10th  International  Lutheran  Conference 
on  the  Holy  Spirit. 

One  of  four  is  Dr.  Kevin  Ranaghan, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Ser¬ 
vice  Committee  for  Catholic  Charismatic 
Renewal,  which  sponsors  the  annual 
Catholic  charismatic  conferences  at 
Notre  Dame  University  in  South  Bend, 
Ind.  Attendance  there  for  the  past  three 
years  has  been  about  10,000  each  year 
compared  with  31,000  in  1976. 

The  Lutheran-sponsored  conference  in 
Minneapolis,  which,  like  the  one  in  Notre 
Dame,  draws  Christians  from  many 
denominations,  was  expected  to  have  a 
total  registration  this  year  of  16,000  to 
18,000.  The  peak  year  was  1976  when 
25,000  attended. 

Dr.  Ranaghan  said  he  believes  the 
charismatic  movement  is  “still 
growing”  and  that  “people  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  be  brought  to  the  Lord  and  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Lord  in  very  large  numbers.  ” 

But  national  conferences  do  not  draw 
as  many  people  as  they  once  did  because 


of  the  growth  of  regional  and  diocesan 
conferences,  he  said.  Counting  attend¬ 
ance  at  all  the  conferences,  there  prob¬ 
ably  has  been  an  increase,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Christenson,  San 
Pedro,  Calif.,  former  president  of 
Lutheran  Charismatic  Renewal  Ser¬ 
vices,  which  sponsors  the  Minneapolis 
conference,  expressed  a  similar  view. 

"People  don’t  depend  so  much  on 
national  conferences  because  of  what  is 
happening  in  their  own  backyard,  so  to 
speak,”  he  said.  The  movement  seems  to 
be  reaching  more  into  the  congregations, 
he  said. 

Dr.  Morris  Vaagenes  Jr.,  the  con¬ 
ference  chairman,  also  noted  the  growth 
of  local  and  regional  conferences  and  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  movement  has  not  yet 
peaked. 

“I  feel  the  movement’s  purpose  is  not 
yet  accomplished,”  he  said,  describing 
the  purpose  as  renewal  for  proclamation 
and  worldwide  evangelism.  Greater 
commitment  to  Christ  will  be  needed  for 
the  next  phase  of  “greater  outreach.” 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Garlington,  a  black 
preacher  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  said  from 
what  he  has  seen  at  conferences  in 
Jamaica  and  South  Africa,  charismatic 
renewal  “seems  to  be  taking  off.” 

The  movement,  which  emphasizes  the 


US-2  volunteers  test  water 
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STEUBENVILLE,  Ohio  —  A  young  man  joins  in  a  prayerful  hymn  during  a  recent 
National  Catholic  Charismatic  Conference  for  Young  People  and  Youth  Ministers 
here  which  was  attended  by  more  than  2,000  people.  Charismatic  leaders  believe  the 
movement  is  still  growing. 
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gifts  and  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is 
becoming  more  accepted  as  “a  valid  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  church,”  he  said.  He  said 
it  is  also  making  "a  sizeable  con¬ 
tribution”  to  ecumenism  by  bringing 
together  Christians  of  many 
denominations. 

Mr.  Christenson  said  he  detected  a 


strong  emphasis  on  “holiness”  at  the 
Minneapolis  conference,  which  he  said 
coincided  with  “the  erosion  of  moral 
values  in  society  at  large." 

Dr.  Ranaghah,  in  his  talk,  emphasized 
the  need  for  Christians  to  identify  with 
the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  well  as  with 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


Young  adults  prepare  for  service 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  One  day 
and  night,  Aug.  4-5,  1981,  will  probably 
never  be  forgotten  by  28  young  adults. 
They  will  associate  it  with  this  capital 
city  and  with  the  beginning  of  a  two-year 
venture  in  mission. 


CLASSIFIED 


FUNDAMENTAL,  experienced  pastor/missionary 
seeks  full-time  Christian  service  opportunity.  Rural 
or  German-speaking  pastorate  considered.  Contact 
Larry  Booker,  391  E  83rd  Dr.,  Denver,  CO  80229 
Phone  (303  1  288-0009 


GREEN  THUMB  gardener  needed  for  landscape 
maintenance  in  unique  retirement  community. 
Relaxed  living,  modest  compensation.  Bristol 
Village,  Waverly,  OH  45690. 


EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  -  downtown 
Washington,  D  C.  church.  Applications  will  be 
accepted  until  September  11, 1981,  to  fill  the  position 
of  principal  assistant  and  office  manager  for  the 
Senior  Pastor  and  to  supervise  paid  and  volunteer 
office  staff  Qualifications  required:  experience  in 
related  work,  maturity,  cheerfulness,  poise,  typing 
and  secretarial  skills.  Position  is  available  from  Oct. 

1.  1981.  Salary  negotiable  within  range  from  $750  to 
$850/month,  plus  generous  leave  and  other  fringe 
benefits  Apply  in  writing  to:  Chairman,  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committee,  Mt.  Vernon  Place 
UMC,  900  Massachusetts  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington, 
DC  20001.  Application  forms  available  by  writing  or 
telephoning  1 202  )  347-9620..  ! 


SKI  THE 
ROCKIES. 

CHURCH  AND  FAMILY 
GROUPS  OF  16  TO  160 
RETREAT  TO  THE  ROCKIES 
FOR  CONFERENCES  AND  FUN 

2,000  ministers  and  group 
leaders  call  Ski  West  every  year  for 
help  in  planning  their  group  ski  trips. 
We  have  over  47  different  trips  to 
choose  from  in  Colorado,  New 
Mexico  and  Utah. 

From  transportation,  lodging, 
meals  and  meeting  rooms,  to 
insurance,  clothing  tips  and  skiing 
advice.  Ski  West  takes  confidence  in 
assuring  the  most  organized,  most 
memorable  trips  possible. 

Breckenridge,  Winter  Park, 
Purgatory,  Keystone  and  Taos  are 
just  a  few  reasons  to  ski  our  way. 
Have  your  group  leader  call  JON, 
TONY  or  DAVE  to  see  how  you  can 
qualify  for  our  low,  low  rates. 

CALL TOLL  FREE  1-800-527-5695 
IN  TEXAS  call  1 -800-642-6074 

tfh 
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X GROUP  TOURS 

10300.N  CENTRAL  EXPRESSWAY 

SUITE  280 

DALLAS,  TEXAS  75231 


These  are  US-2s,  who  were  here  two 
weeks  this  month  for  orientation  into  this 
volunteer  program  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Coming  from  across 
the  nation,  they  will  do  a  variety  of  tasks 
during  the  coming  two  years  —  social 
work,  communication,  teaching, 
recreation,  community  outreach. 

Their  memorable  day  began  normally 
with  breakfast  at  7  a.m.  but  did  not  end 
until  a  bleary  22  hours  later  at  5  a.m.  In 
between  were  visits  to  a  hospital  shock 
trauma  unit,  the  District  of  Columbia 
jail,  shelters  for  the  homeless,  a  gospel 
mission  and  similar  institutions  and  ser¬ 
vices. 

Among  the  US-2s,  T.  Edward  (Ted) 
Myers,  for  instance,  came  from  Walla 
Walla,  Wash.,  after  one  year  at  a  Califor¬ 
nia  seminary,  and  will  work  with  several 
churches  in  a  Native  American  com¬ 
munity  at  Beatty,  Ore.  He  has  seen  the 
effects  of  interracial  tensions  in  reser¬ 
vation  communities  and  hopes  to  be  of 
service  in  helping  them  to  address  issues 
that  are  harmful.  However,  after  orien¬ 
tation  here,  he  is  aware  he  cannot  go  to 
the  job  with  programs  to  meet  needs,  but 
only  resources  to  help  with  desired 
programs.  On  his  “night,”  he  was  given 
2Vfc  minutes’  notice  to  preach  a  sermon  in 
a  mission  house. 

Maria  Davis,  of  Montgomery,  Ala., 
will  be  a  house  parent  in  the  David  and 
Margaret  Home  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  for 


have  a  home. 

Come  together  with  other  orthodox, 
Bible-believing  Christians  in  a  fel¬ 
lowship  designed  to  renew  the  United 
Methodism  and  other  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations. 

For  information  write: 

The  Methodist  Brotherhood 

Box  64964 

Dallas, 

Texas  75206 


girls  who  have  been  involved  in  crime, 
drugs,  child  abuse  and  running  away. 
She  will  also  teach  such  things  as  music, 
swimming  and  dancing. 

A  graduate  of  Vanderbilt  University, 
she  was  headed  for  a  medical  career  but 
switched  to  ministry.  With  some  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  hospital  and  recreation 
volunteer,  she  knows  some  of  the 


new  missionaries  going  abroad  in 
coming  weeks  for  the  United  Methodist 
World  Division  are  “M.K.s” 
(missionaries’  kids). 

Two  of  the  five  are  brother  and  sister. 
Arun  and  Sharon  Jones  are  the  children 
of  the  Rev.  William  W.  and  Beulah 
Kessop  Jones  of  Mussoorie,  U.P.,  India, 
where  he  serves  as  superintendent  of 
Woodstock  School.  Arun  recently  com¬ 
pleted  nine  months  of  teaching  in  the 
Philippines  as  an  Asian  American  intern 
of  the  World  Division.  When  he  came 
back  to  the  U.S.  and  told  his  sister  about 
his  experience,  Sharon  decided  she 
would  go  to  the  Kalahan  Mission  in 
Nueva  Vizcaya  to  take  over  Arun’s  duties 
while  he  moves  on  to  new  work  in  Manila. 
Sharon  is  a  June  graduate  of  Wesleyan 
College  in  Middletown,  Conn. 

Paul  Rogers,  the  son  of  a  retired 
Brazilian  missionary,  the  Rev.  William 


NEW  ORLEANS  (RNS)  -  Faced  with 
a  lawsuit,  the  American  Bar  Association 
voted  here  to  modify  its  accrediting  stan¬ 
dards  to  include  the  schools  that  select 
students  and  faculty  on  the  basis  of 
religious  belief. 

It  approved  the  change  by  a  147-127 
vote,  and  then  voted  to  provisionally  ac¬ 
credit  the  Oral  Roberts  University  law 
school  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

The  association  had  refused  to  accredit 
Oral  Roberts  University’s  0.  W.  Coburn 
School  of  Law  because  it  requires  ap¬ 
plicants  for  admission  or  employment  to 
affirm  their  “Christian  belief  and  com¬ 
mitment,”  provide  clergy  recom¬ 
mendations  and  information  on  their 
religious  activities. 

In  the  past,  the  association  has 

Getting  to  Know  the  j 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE  1980 
by  Delton  Krueger 

Introductory  Manual  in  Work  Book  Form 
!  Send  $2.00  to 

Discipline  Manual 
8423  Columbus  Ave.,  S. 
Bloomington.  MN  55420 


problems  she  will  face,  but  she  is 
grateful  for  the  orientation  period’s  com¬ 
bination  of  theory  and  practical  ex¬ 
perience.  Her  “night  in  Washington”  was 
highlighted  by  visits  to  a  night  shelter  for 
homeless  men  and  to  the  District  jail, 
where,  in  the  midst  of  “inhuman  con¬ 
ditions,”  she  said  she  found  people  still 
human  and  with  hope. 


Five  missionary  kids  going  abroad 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Five  of  the  31 


Oral  Roberts  law  school  wins  suit  decision 


F.  Rogers  of  Jenkinsville,  S.C.,  is  going 
with  his  wife,  Sheila,  for  a  second  term  of 
missionary  service.  Their  first  term  was 
in  Brazil,  where  Paul  was  bom  and  spent 
his  early  life.  Now  they  are  going  to 
Jamaica.  Between  terms  he  has  been  a 
pastor  in  South  Carolina . 

Linda  Mott,  now  going  with  her 
husband  Richard  to  Zaire,  is  a  third- 
generation  missionary.  Her  father,  the 
Rev.  Omar  L.  Hartzler,  is  executive  sec¬ 
retary  for  Africa  in  the  World  Division, 
born  in  Zaire  (the  Congo)  of  missionary 
parents.  He  served  in  Angola  and  Zaire 
before  coming  to  the  division.  The  Motts 
have  been  residing  in  Whittier,  Calif. 

The  fifth  "M.K."  is  Evelyn  Cain  of  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.,  whose  parents,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  T.  Reichardt  Taylor,  are 
Presbyterian  missionaries  in  Colinas  de 
Goias,  Brazil.  Evelyn  and  her  husband 
Louie  will  do  their  missionary  service  in 
Brazil  as  well. 


routinely  denied  accreditation  to  law 
schools  that  discriminate  on  religious 
grounds  in  admissions,  hiring  and 
promotions. 

Oral  Roberts  University  filed  suit  with 
federal  district  court  in  Chicago  when  the 
law  school  was  denied  accreditation.  Its 
attorneys  argued  that  the  existence  of  the 
law  school  was  threatened  by  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  refusal  to  grant  it  accreditation. 

In  its  submission  to  the  court,  the 
association  had  asserted  that  “to  force  a 
purely  private  group  against  its  will  to 
put  its  imprimatur  of  approval  on  a  law 
school  or  other  enterprise  would  itself 
raise  grave  questions  under  the  First 
Amendment. 

The  provision  adopted  by  the 
association  at  its  House  of  Delegates 
meeting  here  permits  the  accreditation 
of  law  schools  that  have  “religious  af¬ 
filiation  and  purpose”  and  which  have 
"policies  of  admission  and  employment 
that  directly  relate  to  such  affiliation  in 
purpose,"  as  long  as  they  give  potential 
applicants  advance  notice  of  such 
policies. 


AUGUST  28.  1981 


the  church  today 


Bishop  Hunt  to  head  fund  drive 
for  National  Archives  Center 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt  Jr.  of  the  Florida  Area  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  chairmanship  of  a  national 
committee  to  help  raise  $2.75  million  for 
construction  of  the  United  Methodist  ar¬ 
chives  center  at  Drew  University. 

Eleven  other  bishops  and  a  dozen 
United  Methodist  lay  people  from  across 
the  nation  will  also  serve  on  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Drew  University  has  assembled  one  of 
the  world’s  largest  collections  of 
Methodist  materials,  including  the 
manuscripts  of  Wesley  and  the  letters 
and  papers  of  his  associates,  the  early 
Methodist  bishops  and  preachers  who 
braved  the  American  wilderness  to 
spread  the  faith.  When  archives  con¬ 
struction  is  completed  toward  the  end  of 
1982,  Drew’s  collection  will  be  housed 
with  the  church’s  own  holdings. 

Pax  World  mutual  fund  pays 
highest  dividend  in  10  years 

WASHINGTON  -  As  the  fund  ob¬ 
served  its  10th  anniversary  this  month, 
Pax  World  announced  that  in  1981  it  had 
paid  out  more  in  dividends  and  capital 
gains  than  any  previous  operating  year. 
The  total  paid  for  1981  is  80*  per  share. 

Luther  Tyson,  president  of  Pax,  noted: 
“Ten  years  ago,  we  were  the  first  social 
responsibility  fund  to  be  reported  out  by 
the  Securities  and  Exchange  Com¬ 
mission.  Since  then,  we  have  been  able  to 
locate  a  large  number  of  companies 
devoted  to  life-supportive  products  and 
services,  and  have  out-performed  mar¬ 
ket  averages  six  out  of  the  last  nine 
calendar  years.  I  think  it  is  appropriate 
to  claim  that  we  are  achieving  our  objec¬ 
tives.” 

Pax  outpaced  the  Standard  and  Poor 
500  market  averages  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1981. 

For  a  free  prospectus  and  other  in¬ 
formation,  you  may  write  to:  Pax  World 
Fund,  224  State  Street,  Portsmouth,  NH 
03801 

UM  bishop  promoted  career 
of  late  Presbyterian  leader 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (UMNS)  -  The  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  and  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  played  major  roles  in 
the  rise  to  prominence  of  one  of  the 
nation's  best-known  Presbyterian 
leaders  who  died  this  summer,  according 
to  the  editor  of  “The  Presbyterian 
Outlook,”  the  Rev.  George  L.  Hunt. 

In  an  editorial  after  the  death  of  Lois 
Stair,  Dr.  Hunt  recalls  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  proposed  Mrs.  Stair  for  a  COCU 
committee,  saying,  “I  met  a 
Presbyterian  in  Wisconsin  named  Lois 
Stair  who  impressed  me  greatly  ...” 
From  there,  writes  Dr.  Hunt,  “she  went 
on  to  become  chair  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  delegation  to  COCU,  the 
first  woman  moderator  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  member  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Presbyterian 
Reunion.”  She  also  held  a  number  of 
other  key  posts  in  her  denomination  and 
the  Consultation  and,  says  the  editorial, 
“was  one  of  the  great  gifts  to  the  Church 
in  our  time.” 

Missionaries  pleased  with 
$75,000  tax  exclusion 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  When 
President  Reagan’s  $749  billion  tax  cut 
package  cleared  Congress,  with  it  came 
a  $75,000  exclusion  of  American  tax 
liability  for  church  workers  overseas. 

Mission  societies  especially  were 
pleased  with  the  exemption  because  run¬ 
ning  inflation  in  many  European  and  oil- 
rich  nations  coupled  with  a  rising  tax  bill 
has  caused  some  missions  to  reduce  their 
staffs  in  recent  years. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  exclusion,  an  in¬ 
dividual  needs  to  have  lived  in  a  foreign 
country  for  12  months  —  a  reduction 
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from  the  present  18  month  requirement. 
The  exemption  will  go  into  effect  in 
January  of  next  year. 

Mission  boards  which  maintain  camps 
to  house  their  employees  still  will  be 
able  to  exclude  the  cost  of  that  housing  as 
"business  premises.”  But  the  new  law 
will  no  longer  require  that  such  housing 
be  in  a  “hardship  area”  or  “constitute 
substandard  lodging. 

California  pastor  urges 
growth  of  church  "we-ness” 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  (UMNS)  -  The 
speaker  in  a  Hispanic  worship  service 
here  Aug.  6  called  on  United  Methodist 
worship  leaders  to  affirm  their  belief' 
that  “we  belong  to  God”  by  being  sen¬ 
sitive  to  the  plight  of  immigrants  coming, 
into  the  U.S. 

The  Rev.  George  Lockwood,  pastor  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Whit* 1' 
tier,  Calif.,  asked  participants  in  the 
national  Visions  ‘81  convocation:  “How 
far  does  our  sense  of  ‘we-ness’  extend? 
Are  we  ready  for  a  community  that 
knows  no  borders  because  all  of  our 
backs  are  wet  with  God’s  Baptism,  all  of 
us  just  got  off  the  boat  or  slid  under  the 
pearly  fence  in  undocumented  entry  into 
God’s  kingdom? 

“Are  we  ready  to  let  God  widen  our  cir¬ 
cle  of  intimate  friends  to  include  the 
widows  of  the  war  in  El  Salvador,  the  or¬ 
phans  left  behind  by  Idi  Amin  in  Uganda 
or  U.S.  Marines  in  Vietnam,  or  the 
strangers  within  our  gates  who  happen  to 
be  Mexican,  Filipino,  Cambodian  or 
Cuban?” 

Missionary  couple  named 
peace  coordinators 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  young 
missionary  couple,  Walter  F.  and  Louise 
Durst,  begin  Sept.  1  as  the  first  Peace 
with  Justice  coordinators  for  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

For  the  last  year  they  have  been 
Missionaries  in  Residence  for  the  World 
Division,  based  in  New  York.  They 
previously  taught  English  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  and  supported  Korean  Christians 
who  were  persecuted  for  advocacy  of 
human  rights. 

Peace  with  Justice  is  a  special 
program  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
having  been  approved  by  the  1980 
General  Conference  and  assigned  to  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
provide  leadership  and  develop  resour¬ 
ces. 

The  Dursts’  appointment  also  has  sup¬ 
port  from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  whose  World  Division  is  con¬ 
tinuing  the  couple  as  missionaries,  and 
from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
which  is  providing  office  space  at 
Scarritt  College  in  Nashville. 

UM  agencies  plan  book 
for  retirees,  spouses 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  A  new  jour¬ 
nal  for  retired  United  Methodist  clergy 
and  their  spouses  is  being  planned  by  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  new  journal,  in  newsletter  format, 
will  be  called  PRISM  (Persons  Retired  in 
Service  and  Ministry)  and  will  be  en¬ 
closed  with  the  pension  checks  mailed  by 
the  Board  of  Pensions  in  Evanston.  The 
first  issue  is  expected  early  in  1982. 

The  journal  will  be  an  “information 
and  enrichment”  publication  that  will 
feature  articles  responding  to  the  needs 
of  retirees  and  spouses  based  on  data 
gathered  by  the  division. 


Minister  Of  Evangelism 
Wanted 

Cape  Coral  First 
United  Methodist  Church 
Cape  Coral,  Florida 
(Southwest  Florida) 

We  are  searching  for  a 

Newly-Retired  Minister 

To  organize  and  give  dynamic  leader¬ 
ship  to  an  active  evangelism  program 
in  a  growing  church  in  the  fastest- 
growing  area  in  the  U.S. 

MUST  believe  in  evangelism  and 
church  growth. 

MUST  be  in  good  health  and  eager  to 
work  in  an  active,  growing  church. 
(Do  not  bring  fishing  pole,  golf  clubs 
or  rocking  chair.) 

Generous  Salary  and  Benefits  — 
Position  open  October  1, 1981 
Please  send  resume  to: 

Leslie  E.  Rabb,  Pastor 
Cape  Coral  First 

United  Methodist  Church 
P.O.  Box  549 
Cape  Coral,  FL  33910 


Does  your  Choir,  UMW,  Methodist  Men, 
MYF,  Little  League,  or  School  want  to 

RAISE  MONEY  Sr? 

Any  organization  or  group  can  raise  funds  immediately  by  selling  candy, 
gifts,  novelities  or  other  attractive  merchandise  to  church  members,  family! 
friends  or  neighbors.  CFL  has  worked  with  churches,  schools  and  sports 
groupsfor  years  helping  to  raise  funds  fortrips,  choir  robes,  buses,  memori¬ 
als,  youth  projects  or  whatever  your  need.  It  s  easy  to  make  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  and  more  in  just  a  few  weeks.  Call  us  at  71 3/974-3400or  mail  the 
coupon  for  more  details.  No  salesman  will  call  unless  you  so  indicate. 


CFL  Enterprises,  Inc.  10440  Westpark,  Houston,  Texas  77042 

□  Please  send  information  immediately  on  how  we  can  raise  funds. 

□  Please  call  me  at _ _ 

(Area  Code)  Number 

Name _ _ 

Address _ 

City _ state _ Zip _ 


Organization  . 
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St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church,  a  new  church  to  be 
built  in  southeast  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  area  south  of  Interstate 
Highway  12  and  east  of  Airline  Highway,  is  the  church 
designated  to  receive  the  1981-82  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 
Call. 

Organized  in  1952,  the  1000  Club  has  moved  into  a  new  era  of 
helping  new  United  Methodist  churches  get  started  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  St.  Andrews  will  be  the  48th  new 
church  to  be  so  aided. 

From  1952  until  the  late  1960s,  the  1000  Club’s  "Calls”  went  to 
the  financial  aid  of  newly  organized  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Then,  for  a  time,  no  new 
United  Methodist  churches  were  organized  in  the  Conference. 
So,  the  1000  Club  amended  its  by-laws  to  be  able  to  assist, 
financially,  churches  "in  transition”:  that  is,  older  churches 
being  moved  to  new  localities,  churches  being  merged  and 
other  such  areas  of  need. 

This  continued  until  1975,  when  a  new  church,  St.  Timothy, 
was  organized  in  Mandeville  in  the  then  Hammond  District. 

Now,  in  1981,  in  cooperation  with  the  Church  Extension 
Committee  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  Global  Ministries, 
under  the  leadership  of  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  the  1000 
Club  is  expanding  its  horizons  to  raise  more  funds  to  help  a 


series  of  new  churches  to  be  organized  and  built  in  the  more 
populous  areas  of  our  conference. 

Due  to  inflated  land  values,  many  more  dollars  will  be 
needed  than  the  $10,000  and  $20,000  per  Call  per  church  raised 
in  the  past. 

Now,  during  the  1981-82  Conference  year,  the  Bob  Lay 
Memorial  1000  Club  is  asking  its  members  to  help  in  raising 
$75,000,  all  of  which  is  slated  to  go  towards  helping  St.  Andrews 
United  Methodist  Church  buy  the  necessary  land  it  reeds  to  get 
started. 

Members  are  being  asked  to  contribute  $25  three  times  this 
Conference  Year,  or  $10,  the  old  figure.  Also,  members  and 
others  are  being  asked  to  give  larger  gifts,  if  possible.  Such 
larger  gifts  could  include  $50  or  $100  or  more. 

This  is  a  tremendous  opportunity  for  everyone  to  help  St. 
Andrews,  and  other  so  far  undesignated  United  Methodist 
Churches  get  started. 

Our  Conference  has  embarked  on  an  ambitious  building 
program  for  new  churches.  The  population  of  Louisiana  is 
growing  everyday,  and  United  Methodist  churches  are  needed 
over  the  Conference  to  serve  the  needs  of  our  people. 

Brochures  are  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Directors  of  the 
1000  Club  over  the  conference  to  provide  the  needed 
information. 


Five  Attend  NYMO 
From  Lousiana 


Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Proceeds  With  Angola  Chapel 


"Now  we  know  that  someone 
cares,”  was  the  remark  made  by 
one  of  the  inmates  following  the 
ground-breaking  ceremonies  on  July 
28  for  the  Interfaith  Chapel  at  the 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  at 
Angola. 

A  contract  has  been  signed  for  the 
building  of  the  chapel  for  $378,000 
with  the  Woodrow  Wilson 
Construction  Company  of  Baton 
Rouge.  E.  H.  "Bubba”  Henry, 
representing  the  state;  Bishop 
Joseph  W.  Sullivan,  representing  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference; 
and  Dr.  Robert  L.  Lee,  representing 
the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention 
were  the  first  to  break  ground  for  the 


chapel. 

They  were  followed  by  Warden 
Frank  Blackburn,  the  chaplains, 
Woodrow  Wilson  and  a  number  of 
inmates. 

Music  was  provided  for  the 
occasion  by  the  Gospel  Melodies,  a 
group  composed  of  inmates. 

The  Interfaith  Chapel  will  be  a 
functional,  multi-purpose  facility 
that  will  provide  worship  space  for 
approximately  200,  offices  for  three 
chaplains  and  rooms  for  study.  It  is 
expected  that  the  chapel  will  be 
completed  in  five  to  six  months. 

The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  said  to  the 


group,  "This  chapel  is  a  message  to 
you,  the  inmates,  that  God  loves  you, 
that  the  churches  care  about  you, 
and  that  through  divine  worship  you 
can  find  a  new  life.” 

He  further  stated,  "This  chapel  is 
a  message  to  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
to  the  Governor,  and  to  the 
Legislature  that  we  of  the  churches 
believe  that  those  who  have  of¬ 
fended  society  can  be  changed, 
rehabilitated,  and  return  to  the  free 
life  as  responsible  citizens  and  that 
we  as  a  state  should  provide 
opportunities  for  education, 
training,  and  counselling,  as  well  as 
spiritual  worship.” 


The  Rev.  James  Stovall  and  Bishop  Joseph  Sullivan. 


Inmates  break  ground  at  Angola. 
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Boynton  Church  Breaks  Ground 
For  Sanctuary  Building 


Five  representatives  fron9**the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  -Team-- 
recently  attended  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Convocation  at  Momingside 
College  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa  August  3 
through  8. 

Those  in  attendance  were  Kim 
Cladwell,  Kathy  Thrasher,  Yolanda 
Robertson,  Mark  Moates  and  Tim 
Bricker,  part  of  the  173  voting  delegates 
from  across  the  country  in  participation 
at  this  biennial  legislative  event. 

Documents  submitted  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Youth  Team  and  passed  by 
the  Convocation  included  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Book  of  Discipline 
which  emphasizes  the  importance  of  the 
district-level  Councils  on  Youth  Ministry 
within  the  overall  structure  of  an  annual 
conference.  The  amendment  will  be 


submitted  to  the  1984  General  Conference 
for  approval. 

Two  social  concerns  resolutions  were 
also  passed  by  the  Convocation,  one 
calling  for  the  increased  support  of 
NASA  and  the  space  shuttle  program  and 
the  other  for  increased  efforts  to  reduce 
international  nuclear  warhead 
stockpiles. 

Other  legislation  passed  by  the 
Convocation  established  the  monetary 
goal  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund  over  the 
next  two  years  to  be  $1  per  youth  per 
year.  The  affirmation  of  the 
participation  of  ethnic  minority  youth 
and  adults  in  all  levels  of  the  church 
structure  was  also  passed. 

The  Convocation  also  passed 
legislation  dealing  with  the  support  of 
conscientious  objection  to  war,  opposing 


The  Reverends  William  Blakely  and  O.  W.  Christopher 
break  ground  on  the  site  of  the  new  Boynton  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  background,  and  Mayor  William 


White,  behind  Christopher,  are  joined  by  the  choir  and 
members  of  the  congregation  for  the  ceremony. 


construction  of  the  MX  missile  system, 
opposing  the  actions  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
and  opposing  continued  U.S.  aid  to  the 
military  junta  governing  El  Salvador. 


Methodist  Home  Hospital  Camp 
Proves  Successful  For  Seconds 


Orleans-Houma  District,  and  Dr.  Alfred 
L.  Norris  of  the  Mt.  Zion  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  New  Orleans. 

Also  in  attendance  were  the  Honorable 
William  J.  White,  Mayor  of  Gretna,  the 
Rev.  Alvin  J .  Hogue,  of  the  Beautiful  Sion 
Baptist  Church  of  Algiers  and  the  Rev.  C. 
J.  Watkins,  pastor  of  the  First  African 
Baptist  Church  of  Gretna . 


The  Rev.  Watkins  and  his  congregation 
have  permitted  the  use  of  their  church  to 
the  Boynton  congregation  until  the 
Boynton  church  is  completed. 

Construction  of  the  new  building  will 
take  place  on  the  same  site  of  the  former 
church  on  Fifth  and  Lafayette  streets  in 
Gretna. 

The  expected  date  for  the  completion 
of  the  new  church  is  mid  October. 


Miscellaneous  documents  were  passed 
supporting  ratification  of  ERA, 
establishing  a  NYMO  commission  on 
ethnic  minority  youth  concerns, 
strengthening  the  youth  ministry 
connectional  system,  affirming  United 
Methodists’  emphasis  on  scouting, 
advocating  the  use  of  inclusive  language, 
supporting  the  educational  programs  of 
Planned  Parenthood,  proposing  a 
National  Youth  Exchange  Program  and 
stating  that  public  statements  by 
spokespersons  of  the  Moral  Majority  do 
not  necessarily  reflect  the  position  of 
NYMO  or  United  Methodist  Youth. 


Children  from  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans  attended  camp 
last  week,  Aug.  16  through  Aug.  21,  at 
Camp  Istrouma  in  Greenwell  Springs. 

The  campers  enjoyed  a  variety  of 
activities  and  programs  under  the 
direction  of  the  Reverends  Millie  Feske 
and  Stephen  Fleming. 

Recreational,  creative  and  worship 
opportunities  included  drama  classes. 


various  instructional  classes  on  how  to 
make  bread,  candles,  posters, 
bookmarks,  masks  and  candles,  music, 
games,  a  dinosaur  egg  hunt,  a  scavenger 
hunt,  storytelling,  a  campfire,  a  talent 
show,  communion  and  daily  swim 
periods  and  devotionals. 

All  the  activities  were  facilitated  by 
volunteer  staff  and  counselors,  who 
acted  as  “big  brothers  and  sisters”  to  the 


individual  campers  from  throughout 
southwest  Louisiana  and  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital. 

The  camp  was  first  provided  last 
summer  to  the  children  by  the  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson.  Because  of  its  success  that  year, 
it  was  repeated.  Gauging  by  the 
impressions  of  last  week’s  camp,  it  will 
be  offered  again  next  summer. 


The  Rev.  O.  W.  Christopher  and  the 
congregation  of  the  Boynton  United 
Methodist  Church  met  to  conduct  an 
historical  ground-breaking  ceremony  for 
the  construction  of  the  new  church 
edifice. 


Assisting  the  Rev.  Christopher  were 
the  Reverends  William  C.  Blakely, 
District  Superintendent  for  the  New- 


The  camp  staff  for  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  camp  was, 
from  left  (first  row),  Kim  Caldwell.  Susan  Merrill,  Linda 
Pontiff,  Beth  Scott,  Dawn  Smith,  Cary  Dante,  Melissa  Meek, 
Lis  Calhoun.  Hal  Hopson  and  Aniie  Williams.  On  the  second 
row  are  Sonia  Scott,  Laurie  Butler,  Susan  Taylor,  Natasha 
Church,  Lydia  Moudie,  Mindy  Taylor,  Kathy  Thrasher.  Lynn 


Fraley.  Rhonda  Mareno,  Ruth  Arnold,  Sandi  O’Quinn,  Allison 
Ward  and  Allison  Caldwell.  Staff  members  on  the  third  row  are 
Steve  Baxter,  Melinda  Burleigh.  Stephen  Fleming,  Millie 
Feske,  Mat  Duffie,  Mark  Marlev.  Mike  Nelson,  Evita  Cabard. 
Linda  Merrill,  Dandy  Carter.  Skip  Smith  and  Kurt  Appel. 
Photo  by  Tim  Bricker. 


Walker  Attends  Ethnic 
Committee  Meet  In  Texas 


The  Inter-Ethnic  Minority 
Committee  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  met  recently  in  Dallas, 
Texas  with  Bishop  Ernest  Dixon  of 
the  San  Antonio  Area  as  Chairman. 

The  one-day  session  brought 
together  ethnic  minority 
representatives  whose  business  was 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $20,000  in 
scholarships  to  24  ethnic  minority 


seminary  siuuenib  oi  the 
Jurisdiction  for  the  1981-82  academic 
year. 

Dr.  Samuel  Walker,  director  of 
Special  Ministries,  represented  the 
Louisiana  Conference  on  the 
committee  and  says  ethnic  minority 
students  in  seminary  are  notified 
each  year  and  must  respond  through 
formal  application  before  receiving 
a  scholarship. 


The  Louisiana  Conference 
Looks  Ahead 


See  Special  Page 
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Edi  tO  Hals 

TV  stations  owner’s  ban  of  religious 
programming  should  be  re  *  ersed 


Since  1925.  when  the  radio  industry 
called  on  Congress  to  pass  legislation  to 
unsnarl  the  “gold  rush”  of  the  airwaves 
—  too  many  broadcasters  on  too  few 
frequencies  —  this  nation’s  broadcasting 
system  has  operated  under  a  com¬ 
promise  between  regulation  and  free  en¬ 
terprise. 

What  regulation  there  is.  particularly 
as  related  to  program  content,  is 
generally  permissive,  designed  only  to 
guarantee  the  satisfaction  of  such  broad 
goals  as  “‘serving  the  public  interest."  A 
licensee  —  that  person  or  corporation 
who  holds  the  federal  license  to  operate  a 
radio  or  television  station  —  can  air  or 
not  air  almost  anything  he  chooses.  This 
free  enterprise  system  has  worked  well 
in  many  respects,  permitting  the  growth 
of  enormously  profitable  and  powerful 
commercial  broadcasting  networks  and 
local  stations. 

This  system  also  has  been  abused  at 
times.  We  believe  one  such  instance  of 
abuse  is  the  decision  announced  last 
week  by  Texas  millionaire  Stanley  Marsh 
No.  3  to  eliminate  all  paid  religious 
programming  from  his  ABC-affiliated 
TV  stations  in  Amarillo  and  El  Paso.  He 
was  quoted  as  saying  he  had  done  so 
because  some  religious  programs  have 
become  “political  forums."  He  was  fur¬ 
ther  quoted  as  saying  that  his  action  was 
“in  no  way  a  movement  against  any 
religion  .  .  but  we  have  to  remain 
neutral.” 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Marsh  has 
misread  —  either  inadvertently  or  in¬ 
tentionally  —  his  own  license.  He  does 
not  have  to  remain  neutral  as  to  either 
politics  or  religion  or  any  other  subjects. 
All  that  he  must  do,  if  he  chooses  to 
editorialize  on  a  subject  of  public  in¬ 
terest  or  controversy,  or  if  he  permits 
someone  to  buy  time  on  his  station  to  do 
so,  is  to  make  a  reasonable  amount  of 
time  available  at  approximately  the 
same  time  during  subsequent  broadcast 
to  those  holding  opposite  views. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  described  in  news 
reports  as  being  “mad  at  the  Moral 
Majority"  —  even  though  neither  that 
group  or  any  similar  to  it  currently  ap¬ 
pears  on  either  of  his  stations  But  that 
actually  raises  another  issue.  If  any 
broadcaster  —  Mr.  Marsh  or  anyone  else 
—  has  sold  time  to  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell 
of  Liberty  Road  Baptist  Church  in  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Virginia,  and  if  Mr.  Falwell  has 
converted  his  purchased  air  time  from 
his  church’s  religious  purposes  to  the 
Moral  Majority’s  political  purposes,  then 
the  broadcaster  ought  to  identify  the 
programming  for  what  it  is  and  charge 
accordingly,  but  not  remove  it  under 


some  hollow  claim  of  “neutrality." 

We,  among  others,  have  pointed  out 
that  Mr.  Falwell  and  others  do  frequently 
appear  to  be  pursuing  their  far-right 
political  ideology  under  the  guise  of 
Christianity.  One  of  the  last  things  our 
nation  needs,  however,  is  for  such  per¬ 
sons  to  be  able  to  claim  and  document 
some  instance  of  “persecution"  against 
them. 

Even  before  1925  and  the  development 
of  subsequent  federal  regulations,  the  un¬ 
derlying  philosophical  principle  of  mass 
communications  in  the  U.S.  is  that  the 
media  should  serve  as  a  marketplace  of 
ideas.  We  have  our  ideas,  Mr.  Marsh  has 
his,  and  Mr.  Falwell  has  his.  All 
those  ideas  —  particularly  ideas  of 
religious  substance  and  consequence  — 
ought  to  be  allowed  entry  into  that 
marketplace.  To  ban  or  stifle  all 
religious  programming,  while  continuing 
to  run  paid  ads  for  panty-hose,  tooth 
paste  and  beer,  and  a  wide  assortment  of 
such  intellectually  stimulating  programs 
as  "Laveme  and  Shirley”  and  "Three’s 
Company”  is  to  glamorize  and  profiteer 
off  the  trivial  at  the  expense  of  the 
significant.  Such  a  policy  is  not 
“neutral,”  as  Mr.  Marsh  has  asserted, 
but  hostile  and  harshly  discriminatory 
against  all  religious  expression.  Should 
other  stations  owners  use  Mr.  Marsh’s 
action  as  a  precedent,  it  would  be  ef¬ 
fectively  eliminated  from  “the  most  per¬ 
suasive  enculturing  influence  of  our 
time"  —  television.  That,  we  submit, 
violates  "the  public  interest,"  and 
should  be  taken  into  account  when  Mr. 
Marsh’s  stations’  licenses  come  up  for 
renewal. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Marsh  needs  to 
refresh  his  memory  on  some  basic  points 
of  communications  law,  particularly  one 
passage  from  the  landmark  1969  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  best  known  as 
“Red  Lion."  Without  getting  into  the 
merits  or  the  details  of  that  decision  ex¬ 
cept  to  note  that  it  involved  another 
politicized  preacher  of  another  day  —  the 
Rev.  Billy  James  Hargis  —  we  quote  this 
passage:  “It  is  the  right  of  the  viewers 
and  listeners,  not  the  right  of  the  broad¬ 
casters,  which  is  paramount.” 

Bearing  these  considerations  in  mind, 
we  hope  Mr.  Marsh  will  rethink  and 
reverse  his  decision  to  eliminate  religion 
from  the  marketplace  of  ideas  his 
stations  provide  the  people  of  Amarillo 
and  El  Paso.  If  you  have  views  to  express 
on  this  subject,  we  urge  you  to  write 
either  to  us,  or  to  Mr.  Stanley  Marsh  No. 
3,  Marsh  Enterprises,  P.  0.  Box  12077, 
Amarillo,  Texas  79101. 


WfTH  INFLATION 
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WE  MOST  PRAY 
THAT  GOP  WILL 
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Here  I  Stand 

Gaining  ‘full  share  of  society’s  life’ for 
disabled  persons  creates  its  own  cruelties 


THANK  THE  LORD 
THE  PRICE  OF 
PRAYER  IS  “STILL 
THE  “SAME 

Jii 

yp| 

By  MILDRED  L.  BROWN 
I  have  read  with  interest  the  articles 
and  watched  carefully  the  developments 
relating  to  the  International  Year  of  the 
Disabled  Person,  the  aim  being  to  focus 
“attention  on  the  rights  and  op¬ 
portunities  disabled  persons  should  have 
in  order  to  enjoy  their  full  share  of  any 
society’s  life." 

I  think  the  time  has  already  come  in 
the  United  States  to  count  the  cost  and 
the  meaning  of  providing  a  “full  share  of 
society’s  life.” 

The  disabled,  armed  with  the  1973 
Rehabilitation  Act  (known  as  the  Magna 
Carta  of  disabled  Americans),  which 
bans  discrimination  against  the  hand¬ 
icapped  by  school  systems,  universities 
and  health  care  institutions  receiving 
funds  from  HEW,  have  organized,  gone 
to  court  and  in  other  ways  demanded 
these  congressional  mandates  be 
fulfilled. 

The  federal  budget  ending  last  Sept.  30 
had  a  $1.4  billion  dollar  cost  to  change 
buses  and  subways  to  meet  the  special 
needs  of  handicapped  (wheel  chairs, 
etc.)  with  another  $400  million  added  in 
May,  1980,  by  the  House  Panel.  Eight 
handicapped  persons  per  month  ride  in 
Orange  County  and  about  8  to  10  in  Los 
Angeles  County.  All  new  buses  have  to 
have  a  lift. 

In  the  field  of  education  the  most 


serious  problem  for  school  districts 
comes  from  Public  Law  94-142,  the  1975 
amendment  to  the  Education  for  the 
Handicapped  Act.  Congress  passed  the 
bill,  mandating  its  action  without  thought 
to  the  cost  or  adequate  funding.  The  bare 
minimum  cost  is  $9  billion  nationally, 
and  Congress  has  appropriated  only  $1 
billion.  Yet  the  law  mandates  local 
schools  to  expand  vastly  their  special 
education  services,  including  search  for 
unenrolled  children,  written  individual 
evaluations,  remodeling  of  school 
buildings  (sometimes  to  provide 
elevators) .  Parents  can  sue  to  force  com¬ 
pliance,  and  if  schools  don’t  act  quickly 
enough,  can  enroll  their  children  in 
private  school  and  claim  reimbursement 
for  tuition.  In  New  York  a  federal  court 
of  appeals  ruled  that  school  authorities 
must  provide  a  classroom  sign  language 
interpreter  for  one  eight  year  old  deaf 
student.  Some  school  systems  have  com¬ 
plied  at  tremendous  costs.  Chicago  spent 
$50  million,  a  large  portion  of  its  deficit. 
New  York  City  Board  appropriated  $223 
million  receiving  only  $11  million  from 
Washington.  Presently,  California  has  a 
two  year  schedule  for  bringing  all 
educationally  handicapped  children  in 
the  state  Master  Plan  for  Special 
Education  —  at  a  cost  of  $1  billion.  Recent¬ 
ly,  another  $41.8  million  was  added. 

Two  national  conferences  of  the 


Disabled  have  been  held  —  the  most 
recent  one  in  June  of  1980  in  Los  Angeles. 
Gov.  Brown  and  then  U.  S.  Education  Sec¬ 
retary  Shirley  Huftedler  were  speakers. 
The  two  day  meeting  at  the  Los  Angeles 
Convention  Center  was  sponsored  by 
Action  504,  a  coalition  of  several  groups 
of  handicapped  persons  named  after  Sec. 
504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973. 

As  the  rigid  mandates  collide  with  tight 
budgets,  regular  programs  are  being  cut 
back  to  support  the  handicapped  ser¬ 
vices.  This  spending  is  bound  to  produce 
some  good  for  the  handicapped,  rescuing 
large  numbers  from  their  embarrassed 
seclusion.  Yet  it  creates  its  own  set  of 
cruelties.  These  programs  make  a 
favored,  and  potentially  resented  minor¬ 
ity,  competing  for  scarce  resources. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Mildred  L. 
Brown,  is  a  member  of  Anaheim  UMCin 
Anaheim,  California  (Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference )  and  resides  in 
Fullerton,  California. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
“Here  I  Stand,”  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Debate  should  not  be  seen  as  Svin-lose’  situation 


Coalitions  and  consistency 


It  has  become  commonplace  during 
recent  years  for  church  groups  to  join 
with  other  groups  in  “coalitions”  —  ac¬ 
tion-oriented  groups  formed  to  ac¬ 
complish  a  specific  purpose. 

The  basic  principle  of  coalitions  is  that 
people  or  groups  can  usually  accomplish 
more  toward  a  common  end  together 
than  separately.  The  actualizing  of  this 
principle  has  resulted  in  the  creation  of 
some  highly  unlikely  partnerships  be¬ 
tween  groups  with  predominantly  unlike 
goals  —  except  for  the  common  goal  upon 
which  the  coalition  is  based. 

This  fact  has  led  to  the  recognition  of 
an  important  second  principle  of 
coalitional  involvement:  cooperation 
with  unlike  groups  to  accomplish  a 
specific  common  purpose  need  not  result 
in  any  group  surrendering  its  own  values 
or  identity,  or  taking  on  the  values  and 
identity  of  any  of  its  coalition  partners. 

This  principle  has  been  used 
repeatedly  over  the  years  to  defend  the 
involvement  of  some  national  United 
Methodist  agencies  in  coalitions  which 
include  among  their  memberships  an 
assortment  of  non-church  groups.  Some 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  respond  heartily  to  the  recent 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III  to  engage  in  a  debate  with 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  (TM/UMR,  July 
31  and  August  14).  The  issues  that  were 
suggested  (i.e.:  (1)  Abortion  as  an  issue 
of  Christian  concern,  and  (2)  The  ap¬ 
propriate  role  of  Christian  religious 
leaders  in  the  appointment  of  govern¬ 
mental  officials)  are  serious  and  im¬ 
portant. 

However,  I  want  to  focus  on  the  larger 
question  of  “debate"  as  an  appropriate 
and  necessary  event  within  the  church. 
In  a  recent  study  group  at  our  church  we 
entertained  just  this  question,  stimulated 
by  a  quote  from  H.  Richard  Niebuhr’s 
book,  “The  Purpose  of  the  Church  and  Its 
Ministry,"  where  he  suggests  that  the 
church  might  be,  among  other  things. 
"...  a  community  of  thought  in  which 
debate  and  conflict  can  take  place 
because  there  is  a  fundamental  frame  of 
agreement  and  because  there  are  com¬ 
mon  issues  of  great  import ..." 

Why  is  it  that  debate  and  conflict  are  so 
often  areas  of  fear  from  which  we  draw 
back  rather  than  engage?  I  believe  the 
answer  is  our  fundamental  fear  of  losing 
and  our  basic  desire  to  win.  Far  too  many 
persons  exist  for  their  whole  life  with  a 
belief  which  is  boxed  in  and  unopen  to 
any  change  or  growth.  When  we  enter 
any  conversation  we  must  win  the  other 
person  to  our  way  which  is  the  way.  We 
dare  not  lose  and  if  we  think  we  cannot 
win,  we  choose  not  to  risk  engagement. 

Mr.  Falwell  displays  this  mentality 
when  he  states,  among  his  basic  reasons 
for  refusing:  "A  debate  would  not 
change  your  mind  or  mine."  But  that  is 
hardly  the  point.  How  different  it  would 
be  if  we  understood  debate  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  information  and  exchange, 
statement  and  clarification.  How  dif¬ 
ferent  it  would  be  if  we  entered  it  with  an 
expectation  of  change  and  newness, 
rather  than  viewing  it  as  a  win-lose 
situation.  Can  we  really  lose  what  is  writ¬ 
ten  on  our  hearts? 

It  makes  one  wonder  if  indeed,  the 
Holy  Catholic  Church  really  has  any 
"fundamental  frame  of  agreement." 
And  if  it  does  not,  why  not?  This  would  be 
truly  a  question  for  sensitive  and  rational 
debate.  Too  bad  that  Mr.  Falwell  is  not 
up  to  this  question. 

Jane  Clark 

St. ’Louis,  Missouri 

The  warfare  between 
churchmen  ‘scandalous’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Too  bad  the  debate  fell  through 
(TM/UMR,  July  31  and  August  14).  But 
perhaps  it’s  just  as  well  because  it 
probably  would  have  served  no  useful 
purpose. 

Even  so,  I  think  this  internecine  war¬ 
fare  between  liberal  and  conservative 
churchmen  is  scandalous.  Better  that 
ttey  should  devote  their  time  and  energy 
to'  fighting  indifference  to  the  Good 
News,  and  to  seeking  converts  to  the 
faith.  And  those  United  Methodists  who 
relish  attacking  Jerry  Falwell  and  his 
movement  should  do  some  soul- 
searching,  and  ask  themselves  honestly 
and  objectively:  "Why  is  my  church 
going  downhill,  while  the  conservative- 
evangelical  churches  are  thriving?” 

JohnH.  Harwood 

Birmingham,  Michigan 


coalitional  involvements,  such  as  the 
National  Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns  and 
the  National  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights,  have  especially  angered  “con¬ 
servative"  members  of  the  church 
because  of  their  alleged  “far-left" 
political  and/or  theological  leanings. 

Both  of  these  principles  appear  to  be 
violated  by  the  unwillingness  of  a  United 
Methodist-supported  coalition,  the 
National  Coalition  on  Television  Violence, 
to  join  forces  with  another  group 
headed  by  a  UM  minister,  the  Coalition 
for  Better  Television  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

A  common  goal  of  both  these  coalitions 
is  to  eliminate  the  excessive  portrayal  of 
violence  on  television.  So  why  aren’t  they 
working  together? 

The  “Better  Television"  coalition’s 
director  has  said  his  group  would  gladly 
join  forces  with  the  “  Television  Violence" 
coalition.  However,  officials  of  the 
"Television  Violence"  group  say  they 
don’t  wish  to  become  aligned  with  the 
"Better  Television”  group  because  the 
latter  "deals  mainly  with  sex  and 
profanity”  and  is  perceived  to  be 
minimally  interested  in  violence. 

Another  "Television  Violence”  official 
said  earlier  that  his  group  would  not  join 
the  “Better  Television”  group  because 
one  of  the  latter’s  chief  supporters  is  the 
“Moral  Majority.” 

We  believe  it  shows  poor  strategy  and 
Christian  stewardship  for  these  two 
groups  not  to  combine  forces  against  the 
common  foe  of  "gratuitous  violence  on 
television." 

Further,  we  believe  it  is  inconsistent 
and  hypocritical  for  the  "Television 
Violence"  group  to  avoid  cooperation 
with  the  "Better  Television"  group 
because  of  the  "Moral  Majority’s"  in¬ 
volvement.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
disagree  more  profoundly  than  we  do 
with  the  “Moral  Majority”  in  many 
ways.  If  the  principles  for  coalitional  in¬ 
volvement  described  above  remain  in  ef¬ 
fect,  however,  such  disagreements  are 
not  proper  reasons  for  refusing  to 
cooperate.  If  those  principles  are  no 
longer  applicable,  then  we  believe  simple 
consistency  demands  recognition  that  it 
is  past  time  for  numerous  United 
Methodist  groups  to  sever  their  in¬ 
volvements  with  a  whole  host  of  other 
coalitions. 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 

newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  and  opinion,  and  mailing  it  as  one 
paper  directly  to  the  homes  of  the  chur¬ 
ch’s  members. 


‘Pro-choice’  stand  on 
abortion  appreciated 

To  the  Editor  : 

I  wish  to  thank  TM/UMR  Editor 
Spurgeon  Dunnam  for  challenging  a  man 
who  is  obviously  a  bigot  in  the  narrowest 
sense  of  the  word  —  Jerry  Falwell. 

Who  does  he  think  he  is,  anyway!  Is  he 
trying  to  denounce  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  devout  Christians  (and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church)  by  stating  that  Mr. 
Dunnam  does  not  represent  “a  viable 
segment  of  Christendom !  ” 

As  a  charter  subscriber,  I  have  been 
reading  the  Reporter  for  several  years 
now,  and  have  appreciated  your  open¬ 
ness  and  honesty. 

And  certainly  I  appreciate  your  “pro- 
choice"  stand  on  the  matter  of  abortion. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  a  radical  such  as 
Mr.  Falwell  has  money-backing  to  allow 
him  to  broadcast  his  narrow  views  to  so 
many,  thus  distorting  the  Christian 
Gospel! 

God  bless  you,  brother!  Keep  up  the 
good  work ! 

Lewis  H.  Thompson 
.  „.o.  Cleves,  Ohio 

‘Doesn’t  editor  have 
anything  else  to  do?’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  the  article  headlined 
"Falwell  declines  to  debate  editor  — 
‘Victory  by  forfeit’  claimed”  (TM/UMR, 
August  14),  I  am  amazed  by  this 
brouhaha. 

Doesn’t  our  editor  have  anything  more 
to  do  with  his  time  than  to  stalk  around 
trying  to  pick  a  fight  with  another 
Christian? 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Orange,  California 

Intrepretations  definitely 
shopld  be  tested 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  followed  with  keen  interest 
Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  attempted  debate 
with  Jerry  Falwell.  I  want  to  affirm  Mr. 
Dunnam  in  his  effort.  He  certainly 
represents  me,  and  most  United 
Methodists  that  I  have  known. 

We— Mr.  Dunnam  and  I— might  dis¬ 
agree  on  some  important  issues  of  the 
faith.  But  that’s  all  right.  Honest  differ¬ 
ences  have  built  up  the  church  for  cen¬ 
turies. 

Those  who  do  not  really  trust  what  they 
believe  are  unwilling  to  put  it  to  the  test.  I 
say,  let  it  all  be  tested  —  the  church,  the 
Bible,  the  faith,  and  most  definitely  my 
interpretation.  Let  the  truth  make  us  all 
free. 

Robert  W.  Gunn 
Sheffield,  Alabama 

Goliath  ‘wasted  time’ 
taking  on  little  David 

To  the  Editor: 

Cheers  for  Editor  Dunnam  for 
challenging  Moral  Majority  leader  Jerry 
Falwell  to  debate.  I  heartily  agree  with 
Mr.  Dunnam  that  someone  needs  to 
make  it  clear  that  Mr.  Falwell  doesn’t 
speak  for  all  Christians,  and  should  not 
ignore  aspects  “of  the  biblical  message 
which  do  not  support  New  Right  political 
ideology."  Editor  Dunnam  wisely  said, 
“It  is  time  for  Christians  who  proclaim  a 
more  positive,  loving  version  of  our  faith 
to  begin  stepping  forward  and  saying 


Falwell  declined  to  debate  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  (TM/UMR,  August  14).  I’m 
afraid  Mr.  Dunnam  comes  across 
without  the  Christian  tolerance  and  for¬ 
bearance  that  could  have  helped  his 
case. 

I  believe  a  "soft  answer  turneth  away 
wrath”  (Prov.  15:1)  and  that  Christians 
should  help  "bear  ...  one  another’s  bur¬ 
dens”  (Gal.  6:2).  Mr.  Dunnam’s  ex¬ 
cessive  use  of  Scripture  to  bolster  his 
disappointment  at  losing  a  chance  to 
debate  seems  out  of  place  —  especially,  it 
seems  invidious  to  suggest  that  Falwell 
is  a  wolf  in  sheep’s  clothing  (Mt.  7:15). 
To  call  a  news  conference  and  to  charge 
libel,  slander,  and  hypocrisy  suggests 
over-reaction  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Dunnam. 

All  this  seems  unfortunate  and  un¬ 
becoming  to  United  Methodists.  I  hope 
the  editor  will  now  give  us  an  editorial  of 
Proverb  15:1  as  it  relates  to  the  great 
debate  that  never  was. 

G.  Russell  Evans 
Norfolk,  Virginia 

Possible  debate  exciting 

To  the  Editor: 

I  look  forward  each  week  to  the  many 
informative  and  helpful  news  items 
about  our  church,  and  God’s  world  that 
appear  in  the  pages  of  the  Reporter. 

Of  special  interest  to  me  recently  was 
your  report  about  the  life  and  death  of 
"Peace  Pilgrim.”  (TM/UMR,  August  7). 
She  was  a  guest  at  our  church  some 
seventeen  years  ago. 

The  report  regarding  the  possible 
debate  between  Spurgeon  Dunnam  and 
Jerry  Falwell  was  exciting  (TM/UMR, 
July  31  and  August  14).  If  this  becomes  a 
reality  we  need  to  know  of  the  exchanges, 
or  should  I  say  the  sharing,  for  I  am  sure 
both  could  learn  from  the  other,  and  we 
might  all  be  better  off  for  a  confrontation 
on  Christian  ethics  and  passion. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  through  the 
Reporter,  which  is  helping  us  all  to  do  the 
same. 

William  R.  Morley 
Searsport,  Maine 


‘Victory  by  forfeit’ 
claim  is  ridiculous 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  never  agreed  with  the  style  or 
substance  of  Jerry  Falwell,  but  I  am 
equally  unimpressed  with  the  recent 
publicity -seeking  tactics  of  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III.  For  Mr.  Dunnam  to  claim  a 
"victory  by  forfeit"  (TM/UMR,  August 
14)  over  Mr.  Falwell  is  ridiculous. 

If  Jerry  Falwell  was  willing  to  debate 
William  Sloane  Coffin  on  the  Phil 
Donahue  Show,  I’m  sure  that  he  would 
have  taken  on  Mr.  Dunnam  in  the  high 
school  auditorium  of  his  choice.  Ap¬ 


parently  Mr.  Dunnam  is  more  hungry  for 
the  publicity,  and  he  tried  to  use  an  ar¬ 
dent  foe  to  get  it. 

Thomas  P.  Roberts 
La  Mesa,  California 


Who  gave  Mr.  Falwell  the 
authority  to  pass  judgment 

To  the  Editor : 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  UMR 
editor’s  challenge  to  Moral  Majority 
leader,  Jerry  Falwell.  According  to  an 
article  in  the  July  31  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  chal¬ 
lenged  Moral  Majority  leader  Jerry 
Falwell  to  a  public  debate  on  President 
Reagan’s  appointment  of  Sandra  O’Con¬ 
nor  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  (Mr. 
Falwell  had  said  something  to  the  effect 
that  “good  Christians"  should  oppose 
Mrs.  O’Connor’s  appointment).  In 
response  to  Mr.  Dunnam’s  challenge, 
Mr.  Falwell  apparently  replied  that  he 
would  have  to  “determine  whether  he 
(Mr.  Dunnam)  is  qualified  to  represent 
any  viable  segment  of  Christendom.” 

Where  does  Mr.  Falwell  get  the  nerve 
to  place  himself  in  the  omnipotent 
position  of  making  such  an  evaluation? 
How  dare  he  have  the  egotistical  gall  to 
make  such  a  pre-judgment?  (cf.  Mat¬ 
thew  7:1).  Who  gave  him  the  authority  to 
pass  judgment  on  our  denomination’s 
periodical  and  possibly  on  our 
denomination  itself?  What  is  to  keep  Mr. 
Dunnam  from  making  the  same  am¬ 
biguous  pronouncement  about  Jerry 
Falwell? 

My  personal  observation  is  that  Jerry 
Falwell’s  ministry  does  not  appear  to 
exist  primarily  for  the  Risen  Christ  and 
the  furthering  of  His  Kingdom  of 
salvation,  peace,  and  justice.  Rather, 
Mr.  Falwell’s  ministry  appears  to  exist 
for  Jerry  Falwell  and  his  particular 
religious  and  political  worldview. 
Therefore,  having  no  more  or  less 
judgment  credentials  than  Jerry 
Falwell,  I  hereby  deem  that  Mr.  Falwell 
is  “unqualified  to  represent  any  VIABLE 
segment  of  Christendom." 

Geoffrey  W.  Posegate 
Bloomfield,  Missouri 


Public  debate  endorsed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  endorse  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s 
challenge  for  a  public  debate  with  the 
hypocritical,  irreverent  Jerry  Falwell. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  Mr.  Dunnam  will 
not  back  down  from  his  position. 

George  H.  Thompson  III 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  600  member- 
families  of  the  St.  Mark’s  UMC  in 
Florissant.  Missouri  (Missouri  East  Con¬ 
ference),  approximately  350  member- 
families  of  the  Jeffersontown  UMC  in 
Jeffersontown,  Kentucky  (Louisville 
Conference),  approximately  750  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  The  Village  UMC  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma 
Conference)  and  approximately  275 
member-families  of  The  Colony  UMC  in 
The  Colony,  Texas  (North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 


To  our  new  readers  in  Florissant,  Jef¬ 
fersontown,  Oklahoma  City  and  The 
Colony  we  say  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) .  ” 


Mr.  Falwell  may  have  used  good 
judgment  in  refusing  to  debate  Mr.  Dun¬ 
nam.  His  excuse  was,  “waste  of  time." 
Why  should  a  “Moral  Majority"  giant 
waste  time  with  the  likes  of  Mr.  Dun¬ 
nam?  Ah!  But  Mr.  Falwell  knows  his 
Bible.  It  was  a  terrible  "waste  of  time" 
for  the  nine-foot  Goliath  to  take  on  little 
David!  Mr.  Falwell’s  adversary  might 
have  “Dunnam  in,"  and  giants  don’t 
"Falwell.” 

Richard  K.Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Mr.  Dunnam’s  response 
‘suggests  over-reaction’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  not  too  surprising  that  Jerry 


How  to  make 
.  TV  viewing  a  positive 
Christian  experience 
for  the  entire  family 

New!  Innovative!  Timely! 


Growing  with  Television  Is  the 

Christian  answer  to  the  conflict  be¬ 
tween  personal  and  TV  values.  It  s 
a  12-session  program  designed  to 
help  children,  youth,  and  adults  ex¬ 
amine  their  viewing  habits  from  a 
Christian  perspective.  Each  partici¬ 
pant  is  encouraged  to  compare 
moral  and  spiritual  values  with  the 
values  implied  by  television.  This  is 
not  an  anti-TV  crusade.  Growing 
with  Television  emphasizes  per¬ 
sonal  growth  in  faith  through  a  study 
of  biblical  values.  Adaptable  for 
church  school,  youth  and  adult  study 
groups,  vacation  church  school,  in- 
tergenerational  or  family  programs. 


Here's  what  leaders  say  about 

Growing  with  Television  .  .  . 

"Helped  my  class  see  the  difference 
in  what  Jesus  taught  about  success 
and  what  TV  teaches," 

.  .  relevant,  thought-provoking, 
and  informative  for  all  age  groups.” 

Free  brouchure  describes  all  5 
courses  from  younger  elementary  to 
adult.  Write  today! 

Growing  with  Television 
Cooperative  Publication  Association 
P.  O.  Box  179,  St.  Louis,  MO  63166 

Starter  Kit  available  at  10%  discount. 
Includes  one  each  of  all  courses  and 
leader  resources. 
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UMs  to  see  message  from  above  about  TV  ministry 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

,  Some  10,000  United  Methodists  across 
the  country  will  have  hurried  lunches 
.Sept.  20  as  they  go  more  or  less  directly 
.from  Sunday  worship  services  to  their 
.  local  Holiday  Inns  or  similar  public 
places. 

,  .  They’ve  been  invited  to  these  140-some 
locations  to  view  the  televised  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  denomination’s  three- 
.  year  campaign  to  raise  at  least  $25 
million. 

The  technique  —  raising  money  via 
.  television  —  is  unusual,  at  least  for  a 
.  mainline  Protestant  denomination.  But 
the  purpose  is  unusual,  too  —  to  raise 
.  money  to  buy  a  television  station. 

Though  no  offerings  will  be  received 
Sept.  20  nor  any  pledges  solicited,  those 
invited  are  generally  persons  expected  to 
support  the  campaign  with  their  time  or 

*  gifts  or  both. 

Originates  in  Nashville 

The  program  will  last  from  3:45  to  4:45 
:p.m.  (CDT)  and  will  originate  live  from 
•.the  Grand  Ole  Opry  house  in  Nashville. 

The  Opry  House  is  expected  to  be  filled 
with  another  4,000  United  Methodists. 

The  100  Holiday  Inns  and  other  host 

•  locations  are  “downlinks”  in  the 
program’s  satellite  transmission.  Each 
locale  will  have  a  host  or  hostess  who  is 

/encouraged  to  arrange  for  a  short 
devotional  service  immediately 
preceding  the  TV  show  and  for  refresh¬ 
ments  afterwards.  The  campaign’s 
director,  former  advertising  executive 
A.  Leroy  Lightner,  describes  the  Sept.  20 
program  as  a  “sales  meeting.” 

Entertainers  scheduled  for  the 
program  include:  Singers  Cynthia 
Clawson  and  Joe  Bias ,  the  Harper  Twins 
(Laurie  and  Lisa),  a  music  and  comedy 
duo;  and  United  Methodist  comedienne 
Sarah  Cannon,  better  known  as  Minnie 
Pearl. 

Segments  from  a  variety  of  programs 
will  be  shown  to  illustrate  what  the  church 
.will  be  able  to  do  through  the  new  TV 
Ministry  These  will  include  a  Bible- 
teaching  program  featuring  the  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  W.  Bauman  of  Foundry  United 
/Methodist  Church  in  Washington,  a 
religious  drama  featuring  Maureen 
''  O’Sullivan  and  her  daughter,  Tisa 
Farrow,  and  an  animated  film. 

Host  to  be  Selected 

A  host  for  the  program,  to  be  selected, 

•will  interview  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  officials,  the  agency  which 

Social  attitudes  surveyed 


developed  the  proposal  for  the  1980 
General  Conference.  That  conference 
authorized  the  campaign  and  its  fund¬ 
raising  goal  outside  World  Service  and 
conference  apportionments. 

If  the  $25  million  goal  is  reached  or  ex¬ 
ceeded,  by  1984  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  expects  to  have  bought  a 
commercial  television  station,  be 
operating  it  at  a  profit,  and  be  rein¬ 
vesting  profits  from  that  station  in 
religious  television  programming. 

Campaign  materials  state  that  the  plan 
is  to  buy  a  station  which  is  a  major  net¬ 
work  affiliate  in  an  area  having  a  high 
concentration  of  United  Methodists.  Cost 
estimates  for  the  station  alone  range  from 
$15  to  $25  million,  depending  on  station 
size  and  geographic  location. 

Dollars-and-cents-wise,  this  is  the 
biggest  of  several  recent  ventures  by 
church  groups  into  television  com¬ 
munication.  But  there  were  others  in  a 
remarkable  spate  of  activity  in  August 
and  September. 

Consider  these  entries : 

•  On  Aug.  3  the  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  satellite  network  launched  its 
first  general-audience  daily  morning 
show.  It  runs  an  hour  ahead  of  such  com¬ 
mercial  network  shows  as  “Good  Mor¬ 


ning,  America”  or  the  “Today”  show 
and,  in  its  first  week,  reached  an 
estimated  15  million  households.  The 
show  departs  from  CBN’s  usual  religious 
programming  by  presenting  weather, 
news  and  features.  The  network  later  an¬ 
nounced  other  programming  in  direct 
competition  with  the  three  major  net¬ 
works. 

•  Aug.  10  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio 
and  Television  Commission  signed  a  $2.1 
million  annual  contract  to  begin  24-hour- 
a-day  programming  on  a  com¬ 
munications  satellite  in  early  1984.  Com¬ 
mission  President  Jimmy  R.  Allen  called 
this  “a  permanent  home  in  the  sky  for 
the  gospel.” 

•  Starting  Sunday,  Sept.  6,  a  six- 
member  consortium  under  National 
Council  of  Churches  auspices  will  begin 
weekly  religious  programming  for  cable 
TV.  The  weekly  half-hour  segments  will 
be  aimed  at  denominational  audiences. 
The  six  participating  groups  will  produce 
their  own  programs  and  use  satellite 
time  in  rotation. 

Monitoring  activity  also  grows 

These  were  among  the  major  direct 
moves  by  religious  groups  into 
television.  But  there  were  other 
television-related  activities  capturing 


church  members’  interest  or  par¬ 
ticipation. 

Among  the  best  known  was  the  con¬ 
tinuing  boycott  threat  posed  by  the 
Coalition  for  Better  Television.  This 
coalition,  whose  member  groups  include 
the  Moral  Majority,  is  headed  by  a 
United  Methodist,  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Wildmon.  This  group  made  news  in  mid- 
August  by  renewing  its  threat  to  boycott 
leading  sponsors  of  programs  with  what 
the  coalition  considers  to  be  high  levels  of 
sex,  violence,  and  profanity. 

Earlier  this  summer  the  coalition  of 
some  300  conservative  religious  and  com¬ 
munity  groups  threatened  to  boycott 
sponsors  of  prime-time  programs  they 
found  most  objectionable.  But  coalition 
leaders  called  it  off  after  discussing  their 
grievances  with  some  corporate  ad¬ 
vertisers. 

Mr.  Wildmon  acknowledged  that  many 
TV  industry  leaders  feel  that  his  coalition 
has  “more  bark  than  bite,”  but  he  added, 
“I’m  as  interested  in  finding  out  how 
much  strength  we’ve  got  in  the  market¬ 
place  as  our  adversaries  are.”  Mr.  Wild¬ 
mon  has  told  TM/UMR  that  local  church 
members  are  among  his  coalition’s  most 
effective  monitors. 


A  coalition  admittedly  far  smaller  and 
more  limited  that  Mr.  Wildmon’s  group 
is  the  National  Coalition  on  Television 
Violence.  Its  six-person  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  includes  at  least  two  with 
denominational  identities,  Nelson  Price 
of  the  United  Methodist  Communications 
public  media  division  and  Stewart 
Hoover,  media  consultant  to  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Coalition  members  are 
encouraged  to  try  to  get  their  church 
groups  to  support  the  coalition. 
Violence  gets  varied  concern 
The  violence  coalition’s  monitoring 
director,  Gluck,  told  TM/UMR  that  his 
group  differs  from  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
coalition  mainly  in  its  emphasis  on 
violence  and  what  it  perceives  as  a  fairly 
minimal  interest  in  violence  by  the  Wild¬ 
mon  group.  “They  deal  mainly  with  sex 
and  profanity,”  he  claimed.  He  said  his 
coalition  had  offered  the  Wildmon 
organization  its  data  on  violence,  “but 
they  weren't  interested.”  Earlier 
(TM/UMR,  July  3)  Mr.  Wildmon  had 
said  that  the  violence  coalition’s  direc¬ 
tor,  Dr.  Thomas  Radecki,  had  told  him 
his  group  could  not  join  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
group  because  one  member  is  Moral 
Majority. 


The  National  Coalition  on  Television 
Violence  has  trained  four  monitors  — 
three  female,  one  male  —  to  follow  eight- 
page  guidelines  in  monitoring  specific 
television  programs  for  violence.  Mr. 
Gluck  said  the  coalition  defines  violence 
as  “the  deliberate  and  hostile  use  of 
overt  force  by  one  individual  coercively 
against  another  individual.  ” 

The  violence  coalition  not  only  iden¬ 
tifies  and  ranks  programs  by  number  of 
acts  of  violence  per  hour.  It  also  iden¬ 
tifies  those  programs’  sponsors  and  ad¬ 
vocates  boycotts  of  thier  products.  The 
sponsors’  products  are  listed  in  detail  in 
the  coalition’s  newsletter.  Mr.  Gluck, 
however,  said  the  coalition  advocates 
product  boycotts  as  a  last  resort. 

The  National  Coalition  on  Television 
Violence  newsletter  quoted  major 
publications  from  both  the  television  and 
movie  industries  as  forecasting  that  the 
Fall  season  will  be  lighter  on  sex  and 
heavier  on  violence.  It  also  said  it  has 
found  700  scientific  studies  from  the  U.S. 
and  15  other  nations  whose  over¬ 
whelming  consensus  is  that  a 
“significant  and  important  connection 
exists”  between  TV  and  real-life  violen- 


Congregations  ‘connect’ 

UMC ,  Honeywell  give  dollars ,  volunteers  to  Atlanta 


Cable  series  to  feature  UMC  mission  activities 

"SPOTLIGHT  ON  MISSION”  —  Host  Harry  Johnson  (right)  goes  over  script  for 
United  Methodism’s  first  regularly  scheduled  satellite  TV  program  with  direc¬ 
tor/producer  Stanley  Nelson.  “Spotlight"  —  a  30-minute  video  mission  magazine  — 
will  begin  Sept.  13  as  part  of  an  ecumenical  series  called  "One  In  The  Spirit.”  The 
United  Methodist  offering  will  be  cablecast  the  second  Sunday  of  every  month  over 
the  Satellite  Program  Network  and  Christian  Media  Network. 

Churches  in  the  viewing  areas  are  encouraged  to  record  “Spotlight  on  Mission”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Beverly  Chain,  executive  producer,  board  of  global  ministries  photo 


Church  poll  reveals  study  need 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

CONWAY  Ark.  —  Some  surprising 
findings  from  a  local  church  poll  here 
designed  to  discover  how  members’ 
opinions  compare  with  United  Methodist 
social  stances  have  prompted  plans  for 
.  group  study  and  further  issue 
.discussions. 

.  The  poll,  conducted  at  First  UMC  here, 
revealed  some  startling  distance  bet¬ 
ween  the  opinion  of  church  members  and 
long  held  United  Methodist  positions  on 
,  capital  punishment  and  drinking.  On 
.  ■  numerous  other  issues  —  including  abor- 
;  tion  —  members  were  closer  to  the 
UMC’s  positions  than  anticipated. 

More  than  half  of  the  414  members 
polled  at  First  UMC  said  they  do  not  op¬ 
pose  capital  punishment,  although  the 
denomination  has  historically  disap¬ 
proved  of  the  practice.  And,  although  the 
denomination  advocates  abstinence  from 
alcoholic  beverages,  youth  and  adults 
surveyed  were  evenly  divided  on  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

"I  guessed  wrong  on  abortion,”  said 
the  Rev.  Jim  Beal.  The  89.1  percent  who 
favored  abortion  “under  certain  con¬ 
ditions”  was  higher  than  he  expected.  He 
said  he  was  really  staggered  by  the  57.2 
percent  who  did  not  oppose  capital 
punishment.  “We’ll  probably  have  much 
more  discussion  on  that  issue,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Beal,  along  with  members  of  the 
church’s  Commission  on  Church  and 
Society,  devised  the  poll  in  order  to  get  a 
better  idea  of  where  their  constituency 


“is  at”  with  regard  to  denominational 
stances  on  social  issues.  He  suggested 
the  survey  will  also  be  helpful  in  teaching 
what  are  official  United  Methodist  Church 
positions. 

On  Sunday,  early  in  July,  ushers 
distributed  a  20-question  survey  to  414 
adults  and  youth  at  the  1,200-member 
church  during  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  The  pastor  asked  them  to  mark 
their  answers  as  he  read  the  questions 
aloud.  The  surveys  were  collected  and 
responses  tallied.  The  survey  was  the 
culmination  of  four  Sunday  evening 
sessions  during  which  35  persons 
discussed  social  and  moral  issues  as  set 
forth  in  the  “Social  Principles”  section  of 
the  United  Methodist  “Book  of 
Discipline.” 

On  the  following  questions,  most  of  the 
adults  and  senibf  high  school  youth 
polled  agreed  with  the  denomination’s 
stances:  92.3  percent  favored  birth  con¬ 
trol  and  planned  parenthood,  and  90.1 
percent  said  “yes”  to  equal  job  op¬ 
portunities  and  salary  for  men  and 
women. 

Mr.  Beal  called  his  congregation  “a 
progressive,  intelligent  community,” 
and  said  he  was  pleased  with  the  re¬ 
sponses  concerning  the  civil  rights  of 
minorities  and  women. 

More  than  75  percent  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  indicated  they  would  accept  the 
appointment  of  a  minority  or  woman 
minister  to  the  church  staff,  and  97  per¬ 
cent  agreed  that  “each  person  —  regard¬ 
less  of  race,  sex,  age,  creed  or  station  in 


life  —  is  equally  valuable  in  the  sight  of 
God.”  Only  two  percent  were  undecided 
or  declined  to  answer  the  latter  question. 
“I  would  have  liked  a  100  percent  positive 
response,”  Mr.  Beal  said. 

Two  salient  issues  in  the  Conway  area 
discussed  in  the  survey  were  the 
teaching  of  “creation  science”  in  public 
schools  and  legalized  sale  of  alcoholic 
beverages.  Arkansas  area  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  Hicks  is  among  several  United 
Methodists  who  have  steadfastly  opposed 
the  state’s  recently-enacted  “creation¬ 
ism”  law.  Fifty-three  percent  of 
the  respondents  at  First  UMC  opposed 
“creationism”  teaching,  while  another 
27.5  percent  were  unsure  or  gave  no  an¬ 
swer. 

Fifty-six  percent  said  they  would  vote 
“no”  to  legalized  sale  of  alcohol  locally, 
but  only  41  percent  agreed  with  the  UMC’s 
position  which  advocates  total  absti¬ 
nence.  Similarly,  50  percent  said  the 
church  should  counsel  abstinence  from 
tobacco. 

Questions  for  the  survey  were  com¬ 
piled  by  both  Mr.  Beal  and  the  Rev. 
Ferris  Baker,  a  sociology  professor  at 
United  Methodist-related  Hendrix 
College  here,  and  chairperson  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Annual  Conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

Pastors  or  laypersons  interested  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  copy  of  the  survey  may  write  or 
call  Mr.  Beal  at  First  UMC,  1610  Prince, 
Conway,  AR  72032;  (501 )  329-3801. 


People  in  the  news. . . 

Captain  Sunday  School  strikes 


Captain  Sunday  School 


Many  members  of  Calvary  UiyiC  at 
Easton,  Pa.,  no  longer  play  hooky 
from  Sunday  school.  But  if  they  do, 
they  get  a  pre-dawn  Sunday  visit  from 
a  man  in  a  red  cape,  red  tights  and  a 
blue  T-shirt  bearing  the  name  "Cap¬ 
tain  Sunday  School.” 

As  a  church  school  teacher  and  lay 
preacher  the  45-year-old  captain  was 
concerned  by  dwindling  attendance. 
So  three  years  ago,  when  he  started 
jogging  every  morning  year-round 
“to  get  myself  in  shape,”  he  began 
combining  the  sport  with  visits  to 
delinquent  pupils. 

“When  I  started  jogging,  a  friend 
started  teasing  me.  I  told  him  if  he 
didn’t  stop  I’d  jog  to  his  house  and 
wake  him  up  for  Sunday  school.  He 
challenged  me.  It  was  about  six  miles, 
but  I  made  it.  He  laughed,  but  he 
came  to  Sunday  school,”  the  Captain 
said. 

The  Captain,  who  is  usually 
masked,  asked  that  his  identity  not  be 
revealed  by  TM/UMR.  “Anyone 
revealing  the  identity  of  Captain  Sun¬ 
day  School  will  get  warts  all  over  his 
body;  I  can’t  be  held  responsible,”  he 
warned. 

The  Rev.  William  Newcomer,  who 
has  had  a  visit  from  the  Captain  him¬ 


self  just  so  he'd  know  what  his  mem¬ 
bers  were  going  through,  said  church 
school  attendance  at  the  700-member 
church  has  boomed  thanks  to  the 
Captain’s  wily  persistence.  “He’s 
motivated  several  families  to  come 
and  to  keep  up  their  attendance,"  Mr. 
Newcomer  said.  Enrollment  is  now 
about  230  members.  “People  just  keep 
coming." 

And  no  wonder.  The  boisterous  Cap¬ 
tain  appears  on  doorsteps  between  6 
and  7  a.m.  with  the  kind  of  cheerful 
countenance  that  would  breed  con¬ 
tempt.  After  the  initial  shock,  and  a 
cup  of  coffee,  however,  most  victims 
are  amused,  he  said. 

“I  haven’t  been  shot  at  yet;  mostly 
people  just  open  their  doors  and  shake 
their  heads,”  he  said. 

He  said  he  visits  about  three 
families  per  Sunday.  If  they  don’t 
come  to  church  school  that  day,  or  if 
they  come  for  a  while  and  then  slack 
off,  the  captain  resumes  visits  until 
their  attendance  is  steady. 

“Seriously,  I  wish  we  could  start  a 
national  group  of  Captain  Sunday 
Schools  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  People  tend  to  get  behind  in 
their  church  school  attendance  some¬ 
times  and  they  need  a  jolt.  What  I 
do  is  a  little  crazy,  but  it  works.” 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  How  did  20  mostly  small 
inner-city  congregations  in  Atlanta  get  a 
huge  corporation  in  Minneapolis  even  to 
notice  them,  let  alone  to  provide  $10,000 
to  help  them  share  God’s  love  with  the 
community’s  children? 

Connectionalism. 

That’s  the  word  describing  the  special 
relationship  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  which  each  part  is  connected 
to  all  others. 

Every  time  United  Methodist  leaders 
here  turned  around  this  summer,  they 
say  connectionalism  brought  in  some 
more  help  from  unexpected  corners  of 
the  United  States. 

The  result  was  that  more  than  1,000 
economically  disadvantaged  children  in 
this  murder-torn  city  enjoyed  a  summer 
filled  with  guided  recreation,  tutoring 
and  Bible  study  through  the  programs  of 
20  strategically  located  United  Methodist 
churches.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  funds 
came  from  outside  Georgia. 

Which  brings  us  back  to  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  corporation.  Like  thousands  of 
people  across  the  nation,  executives  at 
Honeywell  Inc.  were  interested  in  doing 
something  to  counteract  the  helplessness 
they  felt  in  response  to  the  string  of  un¬ 
solved  murders  of  Atlanta’s  black 
children. 

Several  groups  —  religious  and  secular 
—  asked  Honeywell  to  fund  their  projects. 
However,  warnings  through  the  media 
that  many  charity  efforts  were  bogus 
created  a  sense  of  wariness,  an  employee 
told  TM/UMR. 

Coincidentally,  many  of  the  700  em¬ 
ployees  at  Honeywell’s  regional 
headquarters  in  Atlanta  were  not  being 
successful  in  finding  a  place  to  volunteer 
their  help. 

One-on-one  contacts 

“We  asked  the  city  if  we  could  help  in 
its  summer  program,  but  the  govern¬ 
ment  officials  only  wanted  the  money,” 
said  Dotty  Workman,  co-chairperson  of 
the  company’s  community  action  com¬ 
mittee.  “Our  employees  would  rather 
have  one-on-one  contact.” 

Meanwhile,  20  local  congregations 
near  the  poor  areas  where  children  had 
been  disappearing  didn’t  have  the 
resources  to  reach  out  and  make  much 
impact  in  their  wounded  communities. 
Some  have  as  few  as  20  members. 

But  because  the  20  are  United 
Methodist  congregations,  thanks  to  con¬ 
nectionalism,  they  have  a  bishop  and  an¬ 
nual  conference  program  council  watch¬ 
ing  over  them.  Bishop  Joel  McDavid 
called  the  congregations’  leaders 
together.  From  that  meeting  emerged  a 
unified  program  in  which  each  church 
designed  its  own  activities  while  the  an¬ 
nual  conference’s  urban  ministry  staff 
coordinated  and  funneled  resources. 

The  bishop  appealed  to  all  conference 
churches  to  raise  $100,000  for  the  20 
churches. 

When  the  bishop’s  appeal  reached  the 
affluent  Dunwoody  UMC,  one  member  in 
the  pews  was  Russ  Henderson.  Mr.  Hen¬ 
derson  is  chief  executive  in  Honeywell’s 
Atlanta  office. 

He  immediately  brought  the  program 
to  the  attention  of  his  employees’  com¬ 
munity  action  committee.  It  sent  a 
representative  to  interview  the  Rev. 
Frank  Windom,  director  of  the  con¬ 
ference  urban  ministry. 

“We  felt  the  United  Methodist  program 

Salvation  Army  drops 
World  Council  seat 

DRESDEN,  East  Germany  (RNS)  — 
The  Salvation  Army  has  withdrawn  from 
membership  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  three  years  after  it  suspended 
its  participation  in  the  ecumenical 
organization. 

It  is  the  second  body  to  leave  the  World 
Council  to  protest  an  $85,000  grant  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  of  Zimbabwe  given  in 
1978  by  the  ecumenical  organization’s 
Special  Fund  to  Combat  Racism.  The 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland  left  the 
World  Council  in  protest  in  June  1980. 

In  a  letter  of  withdrawal,  the  Army’s 
Gen.  Arnold  Brown  asked  the  ecumenical 
organization  to  permit  the  Army  to 
continue  a  “fraternal  status”  with  it. 


provided  everything  we  are  looking  for,” 
Ms.  Workman  told  TM/UMR.  When  a 
two-person  delegation  took  the  proposal 
to  Honeywell’s  headquarters  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  “they  hit  the  right  nerve”  and 
came  back  with  $10,000  for  the  20 
churches. 

Opportunities  to  volunteer 

They  liked  the  United  Methodist 
program  because  the  employees  were 
allowed  to  control  the  expenditure  of 
Honeywell  funds  in  meeting  the  requests 
from  the  churches,  and  there  were  plenty 
of  opportunities  to  volunteer,  Ms.  Work¬ 
man  said.  The  company  released  a  num¬ 
ber  of  employees  from  work  —  with  pay 
—  to  give  50  hours  of  time  to  the 
churches. 

“And  we  liked  the  fact  that  the  churches 
already  were  connected  to  the  com¬ 
munities  with  the  possibility  that  the 
summer  work  would  be  part  of  an  on¬ 
going  effort,”  Ms.  Workman  said. 

Besides  buying  arts  and  crafts 
materials,  horseshoes  and  other 
recreation  equipment  for  the  churches, 
Honeywell  provided  them  with  the  hats, 
T-shirts,  bats,  balls,  gloves  and  bases  for 
the  children  in  the  20  programs  to  have 
their  own  softball  league. 

“The  leagues  tied  all  the  program 
together,”  Mr.  Windom  said,  “along  with 
a  field  day  at  a  park  for  all  the  churches.” 
And  each  church  now  has  the  equipment 
to  continue  the  program  next  summer. 

The  connection  between  the  20  churches 
and  the  other  churches  in  their  an¬ 
nual  conference  was  not  as  rewarding  as 
the  bishop  had  hoped.  The  other  churches 
contributed  only  $28,000-$30,000  of  the 
$100,000  requested.  Nonetheless,  that 
provided  for  programs  the  congregations 
could  only  have  dreamed  about  without 
connectionalism,  Mr.  Windom  said. 

National  connections  were  sur¬ 
prisingly  strong.  Some  $11,000 
came  pouring  in  unsolicited  from  United 
Methodist  individuals  and  congregations 
who  had  read  about  the  effort  through 
UM  publications  (see  TM/UMR,  April  3, 
10,  and  June  12).  “They  were  people  in 
Kansas,  Pennsylvania,  California,  all 
over,”  Mr.  Windom  said. 

Trust  in  the  connection  key 

Trust  in  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
nection  was  very  important,  he  said. 
“We  got  a  lot  of  letters  saying,  ‘We  know 
you’ll  put  this  where  it’s  needed.’  ’’ 

The  connections  to  the  denomination’s 
general  agencies  enabled  the  20  local 
churches  to  reach  even  more  children: 


$12,000  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries-National  Division,  $2,500  from 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  a 
promise  of  $18,000  from  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Mr.  Windom  said. 

The  main  disappointment  of  the  sum¬ 
mer,  he  said,  was  that  only  three  or  four 
white  United  Methodist  churches  pro¬ 
vided  a  significant  number  of  volun¬ 
teers  to  help  with  tutoring,  etc.  That  is  an 
area  the  conference  will  seek  to 
strengthen  as  the  20  churches  decide  how 
to  continue  scaled-down  programs  for 
this  fall,  he  said. 

Mr.  Windom  said  his  own  urban 
ministry  program  previously  had  been 
involved  mainly  in  churches  undergoing 
racial  transition.  The  summer's  ac¬ 
tivities  have  firmly  established  the  con¬ 
ference  effort  to  strengthen  the  ethnic 
local  churches  for  the  first  time,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Rice,  director  of  the  con¬ 
ference  council  on  ministries,  said: 
“Facilities  that  have  been  used  only  on 
Sundays  are  open  in  use  during  the  week. 
Children  are  experiencing  church  in 
ways  they  have  never  known  before. 
Congregations  are  experiencing  what  it 
means  to  be  the  church  ...  The  pall  of 
sorrow  and  fear  that  has  hung  so  heavy 
over  our  city  is  being  lifted  by  hands  of 
Christian  love,  and  a  better  community 
is  being  bom  .  ” 

The  hands  belong  to  people  all  over  the 
nation.  And  they’re  connected  one  to 
another. 


United  Methodists  all  over  the  nation 
have  become  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the 
people  of  Atlanta  through  ecumenical,  in¬ 
ter-racial  and  special  days  of  prayer 
during  1981.  religious  newsservice  photo 


Be  Prepared  for 
Christmas! 

If  you  are  responsible  for  plan¬ 
ning  for  your  church’s  fall  and 
winter  activities  (including 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Advent, 
and  more)  .  .  . 

Cokesbury  Has  Help  for  You! 

Available  now  is  Cokesbury’s  annual  Fall  &  Winter 
Catalog  of  church  and  church  school  resources  for 
Thanksgiving.  Advent,  and  Christmas.  And,  with 
each  catalog,  Cokesbury  will  include  samples  of 
seasonal  church  bulletins  and  the  1981  Advent: 

A  Calendar  of  Devotions. 

For  your  free  Fall  and  Winter  Catalog,  contact  your 
Regional  Service  Center  or  a 

Cokesbury  Bookstore  in  your  area.  Cokesbury. 

ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1600  Qu«n  Ann.  Road  1635  Ad.ltn  Roed  201  Eighth  Av.ngt.  Sodlh  1661  \onh  Northwest  Highway  ,910  M.ln  Si™. I 
P  O  Bo*  309  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010  •  P  O  Box  601  •  Perk  Ridge.  1L  60066  •  P  O  Bo*  296 

Teeneck.  SI  02666  Nuhvllle.  TN  37202  Delia*.  TX  75221 

SHOP  IN  PERSON  AT  THESE  BOOKSTORES 

Atlanta  (2  .tore*)  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia 
Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton  •  Denver/Englewood  •  Qes  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst  •  Harrisburg  • 

Houston  •  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •'Knoxville  •  Little  Rock  •  Los  Angeles  •  Memphis 
Miami  •  Nashville  (2  stores)  •  North  Canton  •  Park  Ridge  •  Phlladelphle/Xlng  ol  Prussia 
Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond  •  Teeneck  •  Tulsa 
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Park  ministry  brings  faith ,  inspiration  to  campers 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  -  The  days  are 
bracing  here  this  time  of  year,  and  the 
nights  are  downright  chilly. 

Tourists  crawl  in  and  out  of  downtown 
shops,  and  store  owners  know  there’s 
only  one  more  big  push  —  the  Labor  Day 
weekend  —  before  the  season  virtually 
dies  for  another  year. 

Here  at  the  eastern  entrance  to  Rocky 
Mountain  National  Park  in  mid- 
September  will  come  100  or  so  persons 
with  a  very  special  Christian  interest. 
And  their  interest  is  not  only  in  this  park 
but  in  some  65  others  like  it  across  the 
country. 

They  are  the  directors  of  A  Christian 
Ministry  in  the  National  Parks  (ACM- 
NP).  Since  1951  they  and  their 
predecessors  have  felt  it  important  to 
have  a  religious  presence  in  these  places 
where  several  thousand  persons  are  em¬ 
ployed  and  where  millions  of  visitors 
pass  by.  Some  40  denominations 
cooperate  in  this  ministry. 

The  chores  of  preparing  to  host  the 
national  board  meeting  were  pressing 
the  chairman  of  the  local  committee 
which  supervises  the  ministry  in  Rocky 
Mountain  National  Park  as  he  talked 
with  this  reporter,  but  the  whole  thing 
was  obviously  a  labor  of  love  for  him.  He 
is  a  “graduate”  of  the  national  park 
ministry,  having  spent  the  summer  bet¬ 
ween  his  junior  and  senior  years  at 
Austin  (Texas)  Presbyterian  Theological 
Seminary  as  a  park  minister  in  Grand 
Lake,  only  50  miles  by  winding,  moun¬ 
tainous,  national  park  road  from  what  is 
now  his  church  office. 

Committee  chairman  this  year  is  the 
Rev.  Paul  Strom.  He’s  a  lean,  angular, 
soft-spoken  Colorado  native  in  his  early 
30s  who  came  back  home,  as  it  were,  to 


the  Community  Church  of  the  Rockies 
(United  Presbyterian)  as  pastor  two 
years  ago. 

“Our  committee  is  responsible  for 
ministry  in  three  camp  areas,”  he  ex¬ 
plains  —  Glacier  Basin,  Moraine,  and 
Aspen  Glen.  "The  National  office  recom¬ 
mends  a  slate  of  students  to  us  each  year, 
and  we  find  jobs  and  housing  for  diem. 
The  students  are  recruited  at  schools  all 
across  the  country,  and  they  have  an 
orientation  weekend  with  the  national 
staff  before  being  assigned  to  a  park. 

“This  year  our  six  students  are  all 
from  out  of  state,  mostly  from  out  east. 
We  try  to  pair  them  off  —  one  student 
minister  from  a  seminary  and  one 
student  worker  from  a  college  or  univer¬ 
sity.  Mainly  we  try  to  get  a  student 
minister  with  some  preaching  ex¬ 
perience  in  each  campsite. 

"They  will  be  on  location  10-12  weeks, 
since  ours  is  a  summer-only  ministry. 
They  work  fulltime  in  places  like  the 
YMCA  of  the  Rockies  or  for  the  con¬ 
cessionaire  at  National  Park  Village 
South  or  North.  They  work  in  food  ser¬ 
vice,  the  gift  shop,  grocery  store,  pum¬ 
ping  gas  —  whatever  the  employer  has 
for  them  to  do. 

Campers  invited  Saturday  night 

"On  Saturday  nights  the  student 
ministers  and  workers  go  calling  in 
parks  in  the  campsites.  Moraine,  for  in¬ 
stance,  has  over  100  camp-party  sites. 
And  they  take  with  them  information 
about  the  National  Park  Service  and 
general  information  that  might  be  help¬ 
ful  to  campers. 

“They  typically  say  to  the  people  they 
visit,  ‘We  would  like  to  invite  you  to  an  in¬ 
terdenominational  service  tomorrow 
(Sunday)  morning.’  Yes,  they’ve  been 
rejected  and  rebuffed  and  even  verbally 


Mountainous  parks  provide  ideal  settings  for  inspiration  and  fellowship. 


abused.  But  usually  people  are  glad  to 
know  that  there  is  a  Christian  ministry  in 
the  park. 

"The  Sunday  morning  service  follows 
a  very  general  order  of  worship.  Teams 
in  all  three  campsites  follow  the  same  or¬ 
der.  Music  can  be  provided  by  guitar  or 
pump  organ.  We  provide  hymn  books  and 
Good  News  Bibles.  The  minister 
preaches  and  the  student  worker  assists. 
We  don’t  offer  the  sacraments. 

"We’ll  run  as  high  as  100  or  so  per  ser¬ 
vice.  But  we  have  as  few  as  five.  People 
dress  informally,  of  course,  and  many  go 
fishing  or  hiking  immediately  af¬ 
terwards.  The  students  receive  an  of¬ 
fering,  and  all  gifts  come  back  to  the 
local  committee.  All  services  are  out¬ 
doors,  and  if  it  rains  we’re  just  rained 
out. 

"The  local  committee  sends  most  of  its 
receipts  to  the  national  office  in  New 
York.  We  keep  only  enough  to  pay  each 
student  a  $100  honorarium  at  the  end  of 
the  summer. 

Summer  seen  as  a  ministry 

"We  encourage  the  students  to  see 
their  entire  summer  as  a  Christian 
ministry.  Some  lead  Bible  study  with 


their  peers,  the  people  they  work  with. 
Some  provide  a  special  Christian 
ministry  to  young  people  passing  through 
the  park.” 

That’s  pretty  much  the  way  the  local 
programs  work  nationwide.  The  national 
office  recruits  students  and  cultivates 
“angels”  (at  least  two  Rockefeller 
brothers  have  been  among  donors);  a 
local  committee  provides  supervision 
and  support;  students  earn  upwards  of 
$1,500  per  summer,  and  some  seminaries 
award  academic  credit  for  the  field  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  architect  behind  this  program  is 
the  only  director  it  has  had.  He  is  the 
Rev.  Warren  W.  Ost,  a  United 
Presbyterian.  He  conceived  the  idea  for 
a  national  chaplaincy  in  federal  park  and 
resort  areas  while  a  student  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota  and  at  Princeton 
Seminary.  The  idea  was  a  natural  for 
him  because  he  worked  summers  as  a 
bellhop  at  the  Old  Faithful  Inn  at 
Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Idea  grew  up  in  Yellowstone 

The  Yellowstone  park  superintendent 
had  a  church  committee,  and  Mr.  Ost  en¬ 
couraged  that  group  to  establish  a 


student  ministry  at  several  locations  in 
Yellowstone.  The  support  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  eventually  led  to  negotiations  in 
1951  with  representatives  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  and  the 
National  Park  Service.  Out  of  those  came 
guidelines  for  a  national  in¬ 
terdenominational  ministry.  The  park 
ministry  separated  from  the  NCC  in  1972. 

The  program  started  in  summer  1952 
with  Mr.  Ost  as  its  director.  More  than 
5,000  college  and  seminary  students  have 
served  in  this  ministry,  and  each  year 
some  275  join  their  ranks. 

A  history  of  the  national  park  ministry 
was  written  in  1979  by  the  Rev.  G.  Holger 
Hansen,  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  New  York  Conference.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  that  history,  the  worker-priest 
pattern  which  developed  in  Yellowstone 
is  still  central  to  the  student  ministries. 

The  Hansen  history  also  identifies  the 
program  as  "the  primary  in¬ 
terdenominational  training  program  for 
denominations  and  local  churches 
seeking  pastoral  leadership  for  leisure- 
recreation  ministries.”  Taking  1979  as  a 
typical  year,  the  ACMNP  staff  included 
students  from  46  denominations 
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representing  over  80  colleges  and ; 
seminaries.  ; 

Mr.  Hansen  told  TM/UMR  that  the  • 
most  consistent  United  Methodist  finan-  • 
cial  support  for  the  park  ministries  has 
been  in  contributions  from  local  chur: 
ches  with  one  or  more  members  as  sum¬ 
mer  volunteers.  He  said  that  the  national 
office  also  asks  such  churches  to  assist, 
as  able,  in  defraying  expenses  of  national 
staff  visiting  60  to  80  seminaries  and  100 
or  so  colleges  seeking  recruits. 

Local  United  Methodist  churches  near, 
national  parks  and  annual  conferences 
whose  boundaries  include  a  national 
park  also  have  contributed  financially,, 
he  said. 

The  Rev.  Ned  Linegar,  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  national  board,  now  of  Dallas, 
put  the  program  in  perspective  with  this 
observation:  "People  who  camp  in  the- 
national  parks  are  usually  good  people. 
They  develop  a  camaraderie  with  each 
other  and  with  people  who  are  there  to 
serve  them,  whether  they  be  Park  Ser¬ 
vice  employees  or  Christian  ministers. 
They  see  those  Saturday  night  visits  as. 
almost  a  pastoral  ‘call’  to  their  tem¬ 
porary  home.  And  they  come  to  the  Sun¬ 
day  services  because  they  want  to.” 


Interim  committee  to  make  plans 


Student  movement’s  rebirth  closer  to  reality 


‘Reflect  Christ ,  ’ plea  to 
ministers  on  campus 


BY  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  —  The  rebirth  of  a 
national  ecumenical  student  Christian 
movement  in  the  United  States  became 
more  than  a  dream  here  when  some  250 
delegates  from  around  the  country  last 
week  created  the  National  Interim  Com¬ 
mittee  to  lay  the  groundwork. 

The  delegates,  including  more  than  40 
United  Methodists,  were  recommended 
by  existing  student  movements,  campus 
ministries  and  other  local  or  regional 
student  Christian  groups. 

"The  national  committee  will  plan  for 
the  next  two  years  the  best  possible 
national  structure,”  said  Ruth  Harris  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  During  this  period,  the  com¬ 
mittee  also  will  provide  support  for  local 
student  Christian  movements. 

The  structure  recommendations  are 
expected  to  be  presented  at  a  second 
national  assembly  in  1983. 

Ms.  Harris  was  chosen  during  the 
National  Ecumenical  Student  Con¬ 
ference  here  last  month  as  one  of  two 
agency  representatives  to  advise  the  in¬ 
terim  committee.  She  is  also  a  trustee  of 
the  World  Student  Christian  Federation, 
which  any  new  U.S.  movement  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  join. 

Observers  at  last  week’s  national 
ecumenical  student  conference  at  the 
University  of  California  here  emphasized 
that  the  spiritual  aspects  of  Christian 
faith  were  not  forgotten  during  this  first 
conference  of  its  kind  in  this  country  in  11 
years. 

"There  was  so  much  singing,  worship 
and  celebration  —  an  affirmation  of  their 
Christian  commitment,”  Ms.  Harris  en¬ 


thusiastically  told  TM/UMR. 

The  young  delegates  were  as  likely  to 
give  standing  ovations  to  their  Bible 
study  leaders  as  they  were  to  speakers 
outlining  social  and  economic  injustice  in 
the  world,  said  more  than  one  observer. 

“It  was  exciting  to  get  this  underway, 
but  the  real  task  lies  ahead,  the  difficult 
work  of  turning  this  vision  of  a  national 
movement  into  reality,”  said  Mary  Jay 
New  of  the  Boston  Asian  American  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry. 

Three  obstacles  lie  ahead,  said  Ms. 
Harris,  who  has  worked  extensively  with 
other  student  Christian  movements  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  world  federation: 
defining  a  workable  structure,  winning 
the  moral  and  financial  support  of  chur¬ 
ches  and  racism. 

Organizations  or  churches  with  long¬ 
standing  student  Christian  movements, 
such  as  the  Lutherans  or  the  YWCA,  Ms. 
Harris  explained,  don’t  want  to  com¬ 
pletely  lose  their  structural  identities  in  a 
new  movement.  (The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  no  equivalent  denominational 
groups.)  She  speculated  that  a  federation- 
style  structure  may  eventually  evolve. 

"The  committee  (also)  will  have  to 
work  very  hard  to  make  allies  of  the 
churches.  The  students  can’t  organize  a 
movement  without  the  churches,  you 
know,”  Ms.  Harris  told  UM/UMR. 

As  for  the  third  obstacle,  Ms.  Harris 
said :  "There’s  no  easy  solution  to  racism 
within  the  group’s  own  midst.  It’s  just  as 
hard  for  students  as  anyone  else.” 

One  cause  gited  for  the  final  self¬ 
dissolution  of  the  previous  U.S.  student 
movement,  the  University  Christian 
Movement,  in  1969,  was  that  it  had 
neither  ethnic  nor  gender  balance. 

Achieving  gender  balance  on  the  17- 


A  message  for  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  religious 
professionals. 


If  you  are  the  son  or  daughter 
religious  leader,  no  matter 
age,  you  now  have  the 
to  buy  some  of  the 
insurance  available  to- 
extremely  low  cost, 
offer  is  also  available  to 
and  your  children 
of  26. 

our  name  is  Pres- 
Fund,  we  serve 
insurance  needs  of  all  reli- 
faiths  and  denominations. 
In  fact,  we  are  the  only  in¬ 
surance  company  specializing  in 
religious  leaders  for 
of 


F  time  and  experience 


that  dates  back  to  1717.  This 
makes  PMF  America's  uldfiSl  in¬ 
surance  company. 

This  wealth  of  experience  has 
enabled  PMF  to  design  low-cost 
insurance  policies  to  fit— and  grow 
with— your  specific  needs. 

For  example,  we  can  provide 
you  and  your  family  with  perma¬ 
nent  protection,  term  coverage 
or  a  combination  of  term  and 
whole  life. 

So  get  in  touch  with  us  now 
for  details  about  this  rare  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  insuring  rare  people— 
you  and  your  family — at  extremely 
low  cost. 


Write  us  today.  Or  phone  us 
at  these  toll-free  numbers. 

(800)  523-4810 
In  PA:  (800)  462-4950 


PRESBYTERIAN 

MINISTERS’ 

FUND 

1809  W*lnu«  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19103 


THE  LNTERFAJTH  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  FOR  RELIGIOUS  LEADERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES 


member  interim  committee  has  not  been 
easy  as  10  women  and  only  five  men  were 
elected  to  serve.  The  two  remaining 
vacancies  are  to  be  filled  by  Native 
Americans  to  round  out  the  ethnic 
minority  representation  which  includes 
hispanics,  Asian  Americans  and  blacks. 

The  general  alienation  of  students 
from  the  church  and  other  institutions  as 


well  as  an  executive  committee  which 
acted  independently  of  its  members  were 
other  factors  in  the  earlier  movement’s 
demise. 

The  new  interim  committee  is  to  rotate 
leadership  in  a  collective  decision¬ 
making  style,  use  sexually  inclusive 
language  and  review  its  progress 
regularly. 


Campus  ministers  worry 
about  missing  students 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  —  Students  just 
drop  out  each  year  from  colleges 
throughout  the  country  —  so  often  that 
campus  ministers  here  became  con¬ 
cerned. 

A  result  of  that  concern  was  the 
"Missing  Student  Project,”  funded  by 
the  Rosenberg  Foundation.  It  was 
designed  to  discover  the  factors  that  lead 
a  student  to  drop  out  of  school  without 
following  withdrawal  procedures  or  even 
telling  anyone. 

Campus  clergy  on  the  University 
Religious  Council  at  the  University  of 
California  also  were  bothered  that  some 
students  are  so  isolated  that  even  their 
prolonged  absence  from  class,  dormitory 
or  apartment  complex  goes  unnoticed. 

"It  started  with  our  looking  into  cults,” 
explained  the  Rev.  Peter  Haynes,  the 
Episcopal  campus  minister  working 
closely  within  the  project. 

"But  we  discovered  that  most  students 
turned  up  missing  for  other  reasons,”  he 
added. 

During  a  two-year  period  campus 
ministers  and  other  researchers  in  the 
project  identified  some  150  students  who 
dropped  out  without  following  official 
university  channels.  Of  these,  only  60 
were  traced  successfully.  While  some 
were  working  and  others  were  enrolled  in 
different  schools,  only  ‘two  had  joined 
cults. 

"The  main  reason  people  gave  for 
leaving  was  poor  academic  counseling,” 
Mr.  Haynes  said.  "They  said  they 
couldn’t  find  anyone  to  tell  them  what 
courses  they  should  take  to  put  together  a 
course  of  study”  that  met  their  needs. 

The  researchers  discovered  certain 
living  habits,  however,  that  most  of  the 
dropouts  had  in  common. 


The  highest  incidence  of  dropping  out 
was  among  persons  with  few  friends  who 
typically  live  alone  and  have  few  in¬ 
terests  outside  their  work,  Mr.  Haynes 
said. 

"They  live  between  their  apartments 
and  university  departments,”  he  added. 
"Students  need  some  friends  they  can 
just  shoot  the  breeze  with.” 

Mr.  Haynes  said  researchers  also 
learned  students  most  likely  to  drop  out 
live  more  than  a  day’s  drive  or  bus  ride 
from  home.  This  increases  the  feelings  of 
isolation  which  can  come  with  living 
away  from  home  for  the  first  time, 
especially  in  the  seemingly  impersonal 
environment  of  a  large  university. 

Parents  can  reduce  this  isolation,  he 
said,  by  going  with  their  son  or  daughter 
to  meet  the  local  pastor  in  a  church  near 
campus  or  the  campus  minister  repre¬ 
senting  their  denomination. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  most  campus 
ministers  will  follow  up  on  such  an  in¬ 
troduction  or  even  on  a  letter  from  a 
student’s  home  church. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  this 
summer  asked  that  local  church  higher 
education  and  ministry  chairpersons  let 
campus  ministers  know  the  names  and 
addresses  of  members  going  to  their 
colleges. 

"We’re  trying  to  do  two  things,”  ex¬ 
plained  Russ  Coley,  director  of  annual 
conference  relations  for  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  "We  want  to  let  students  have 
contact  with  someone  on  campus  and  let 
them  know  someone  there  cares.” 

The  student  contact  program  also  is  a 
reminder  to  local  churches  not  to  forget 
these  members  while  they  are  away  at 
school,  he  added. 

-  JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Bishop  J.  Waskom  Pickett  dies 


^COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Retired 
Bishop  J.  Waskom  Pickett,  91,  who  served 
for  46  years  in  India  as  a  Methodist 
missionary  and  bishop,  died  here  Aug. 
17.  At  his  death  he  was  the  second  oldest 
living  bishop  in  United  Methodism. 
(Bishop  Earl  W.  Ledden  is  the  oldest.)  A 
memorial  service  was  held  in  the 
Maplegrove  UM  Church  here. 

Bishop  Pickett  went  to  India  in  1910 
where  he  served  as  pastor,  district 
superintendent,  publishing  house 
manager  and  editor  of  "The  Indian  Wit¬ 
ness.”  He  was  elected  bishop  in  1935, 


giving  leadership  first  to  the  Bombay 
Area  and  then  to  the  Delhi  Area. 

For  more  than  20  years  he  was 
president  of  the  Council  on  Medical  Work 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia 
and  was  associated  with  many  of  its  most 
successful  educational  and  medical 
missionary  institutions  in  India,  Burma 
and  Pakistan.  He  was  organizer  and  first 
president  of  the  United  Christian  Mission 
to  Nepal,  which  built  up  a  force  of  100  and 
operates  hospitals  and  educational  in¬ 
stitutions. 


Four  best  posters  sought  by  World  Council 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Prizes  are 
being  offered  for  the  four  best  posters  on 
the  theme  of  the  Sixth  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  "Jesus  Christ 
—  the  Life  of  the  World.  ’  ’ 

The  winner  of  the  first  prize  will 
receive  2,000  Swiss  francs  and  three 
additional  winners  will  be  awarded  1,000 
Swiss  francs  each. 

Deadline  for  receipt  of  entries  is  Oct. 
5,  1981.  Material  should  be  sent  to 
Ecumenical  Poster  Contest,  World 
Council  of  Churches,  Film  and  Visual 


Arts  Office,  150  route  de  Ferney,  1211 
Geneva  20,  Switzerland. 

Posters  can  be  in  color  or  black  and 
white  and  may  include  photos.  Each  en¬ 
try  must  bear  the  words  of  the  theme  and 
also  in  smaller  type  “The  Sixth  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
Vancouver,  Canada,  July  24-August  10, 
1983.”  This  message  should  be  designed 
so  it  can  be  detached  from  the  rest  of  the 
poster.  Posters  should  be  submitted  in  A2 
format  — 17  inches  by  24.5  inches. 

The  WCC  retains  sole  rights  for  the 
publication  of  all  posters  submitted. 


COLLEGE VILLE,  Minn.  (RNS)  - 
Lutheran  and  Roman  Catholic  campus 
ministers,  holding  their  first  joint 
national  conference  here,  heard  a  plea 
from  a  Roman  Catholic  archbishop  to 
make  their  ministry  "Christocentric.” 

If  ministry  "does  not  at  every  moment 
in  some  way  reflect  the  face  of  Jesus  and 
invite  men  and  women  to  follow  Him,  we 
are  not  ministering  as  we  should,”  said 
Archbishop  John  R.  Roach  of  the  Arch¬ 
diocese  of  St.  Paul-Minneapolis. 

"Campus  ministry  and  service  are 
essentially  sacramental  and  ecclesial,” 
the  archbishop  noted. 

"While  our  understanding  of  the 
process  may  differ  in  some  respects, 
both  Lutherans  and  Catholics  would 
agree  that  God’s  Word  is  found  in  and 
transmitted  through  the  church. 

"If  this  is  so,  then  campus  ministers  do 
not  and  cannot  stand  alone  in  sacramen- 
talizing  Christ  in  their  schools.  They 
must  stand  with  the  church;  they  just 
witness  as  part  of  the  whole  Body  of 
Christ.  .  .  ” 

"I  suspect  that  the  ecclesial  rootedness 
of  campus  ministry  and  service  is 
sometimes  ignored  by  both  those  who 
serve  in  other  ministries  and  perhaps  by 
campus  ministers  themselves.  This  may 
lead  pastors  and  lay  persons  outside  the 
academic  community  to  think  that  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  is  not  their  concern,  that  it 
contributes  little  and  it  deserves  little 
support.  It  may  lead  campus  ministers  to 
a  sense  of  being  abandoned,  to  a  feeling 
of  isolation.” 

Archbishop  Roach  said  that  if  the 
sacramental-ecclesial  character  of  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  is  to  be  effective,  ongoing 
cooperation  between  campus  ministry 
and  local  ministry  must  be  fostered. 


"Students  should  be  encouraged  to 
develop  or  maintain  a  relationship  with 
their  individual  churches,”  he  said. 
"Local  pastors  should  be  invited  to  a  new. 
awareness  of  campus  ministry,  its 
problems  and  its  promises.  Students  will, 
leave  school  one  day  to  pursue  the 
vocations  to  which  God  calls  them.  They 
must  be  prepared  not  only  to  earn  a 
living  but  to  take  their  place  in  the  family 
of  God,  to  be  living  and  effective  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  home  parishes.” 

The  archbishop  also  emphasized  that 
campus  ministry  and  service  "must 
serve  the  truth.” 

"Education,  after  all,  is  aimed, 
primarily  at  coming  to  the  truth, he 
noted. 

The  enormous  expansion  of  technology, 
and  information  systems  has  not 
necessarily  resulted  in  making  people, 
wiser  or  more  liberated,  said  the  arch-, 
bishop,  who  is  president  of  the  National. 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops. 

"It  is  only  when  we  esteem  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  truth,  when  we  perceive  that 
the  truth  of  God,  of  the  human  person  and 
of  creation  are  intrinsically  one,  when  we 
recognize  that  truth  has  its  own  meaning, 
it  is  then  that  we  can  escape  the  en¬ 
slavement  of  our  technologies. 

"While  we  are  becoming  more  cir¬ 
cumspect  about  the  exaggerated  ex¬ 
pectations  of  technology,  and  more  wary 
of  the  dangers  it  can  engender,  we  are 
not  as  sensitive  to  another  possible  result 
of  an  utilitarian  view  of  truth,  one  even 
more  dangerous  to  the  human  spirit:  it 
can  all  too  easily  breed  dishonesty.” 

Archbishop  Roach  said  while  selfr 
interest  is  the  most  evident  enemy  of  truth, 
a  second  is  skepticism,  which  breeds  "a 
kind  of  cynicism  which  warps  the  soul.” 
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African  council  reverses— seeks  Western  aid 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  (RNS)  -  In  a 
reversal  of  policy,  the  new  general 
secretary  of  the  Ail  Africa  Conference 
of  Churches  has  called  for  renewed 
financial  support  from  Western 
churches. 

In  the  past  the  All  Africa 
Conference  of  Churches  was  inclined 
to  downplay  the  need  for  outside 
assistance,  in  a  move  to  rid  itself  of 
the  “stigma”  of  being  a  “missionary” 
target  of  Western  churches. 

But  in  a  quiet  about-face,  the  Rev. 
Maxime  Rafransoa  of  Madagascar, 
who  became  conference  general 
secretary  in  October  1980,  expressed 
gratitude  to  “all  brotherly 
ecumenical  organizations, 
particularly  those  whose  moral  and 
financial  support  have  helped  to 
sustain  the  conference.” 


He  expressed  the  new  policy  in  an 
address  at  the  fourth  assembly  here  of 
the  13-year-old  conference,  made  up 
of  118  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Christian  churches. 

About  500  delegates  and  observers 
attended  the  recent  parley,  held  at  a 
teachers’  college  in  the  Kenyan 
capital.  The  organization’s  new 
Nairobi  headquarters  is  unfinished 
for  lack  of  funds. 

Mr.  Rafransoa  voiced  the  hope  that 
the  conference  would  develop  into  a 
“mature  partner”  of  Western 
churches,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  its 
authentic  African  nature. 

“Our  integrity  and  our  identity  have 
priority  over  financial  needs,”  he 
said.  “The  African  church  should  be 
African.” 

The  46-year-old  ecumenical  leader 


also  emphasized  the  need  of  the 
conference  to  make  “prophetic 
evangelism”  its  major  commitment 
for  the  1980s. 

“The  Gospel  is  our  prime  concern,” 
he  said.  "Evangelism  remains  the  first 
priority  for  most  churches  in  Africa.” 

Mr.  Rafransoa,  a  former  relief 
official  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  went  on  to  plead  for 
continued  concern  for  social  justice. 
“The  cries  of  our  oppressed  women, 
of  our  unemployed  young  peoole, 
arise  to  God  like  the  cry  of  Abel’s 
blood,”  he  said. 

Taking  note  of  the  conference’s 
current  estimated  deficit  of  $2.5 
million,  Mr.  Rafransoa  said  the 
“financial  crisis  is  a  logical  outcome 
of  a  confidence  crisis.”  He  said  the 
financial  crunch  might  also  be 


ascribed  to  “a  growth  crisis,  too  rapid 
a  growth,  like  a  teen-ager  who  grows 
too  quickly  and  makes  his  clothes 
burst  at  the  seams.” 

The  secretary  general  said  that  if 
the  conference  were  to  fulfill  its 
mandate  for  the  1980s,  it  would  have 
to  develop  new  methods  of  approach, 
rid  itself  of  its  “elitist”  framework, 
and  show  more  concern  for  the  needs 
of  the  rural  poor. 

This  new  approach,  he  said,  calls 
for  the  “total  engagement  of  all  and 
sundry  in  the  African  church, 
including  ministers  and  theologians. 
Yes,  indeed,  I  have  ranked 
theologians  among  the  simple 
Christians  engaged  in  our  common 
struggle,  because  a  theologian  must 
be  simple  in  order  to  be  understood 
and  to  be  able  to  understand.  ” 


Lutheran  urges  campaign  against  paganism 


TURKU,  Finland  (RNS)  -  Christians 
around  the  world  should  mount  a  cam¬ 
paign  against  paganism,  particularly 
in  the  nominally  Christian  nations  of  the 
West,  the  African  president  of  the 
Lutheran  World  Federation  said  here. 

Lutheran  Bishop  Josiah  M.  Kibira  said 
parts  of  the  world  where  Christianity 
once  flourished  needed  “re¬ 
evangelization.” 

The  spirit  of  materialism  and  other  ide¬ 
ologies,  he  said,  “have  overshadowed  the 
gospel  once  preached  to  the  extent  that 
millions  of  men  and  women  there  are  as 
ignorant  of  Him  whom  God  sent  to  save  us 
as  the  so-called  pagans  in  other  parts.  ’  ’ 

The  Tanzanian  bishop  pointed  out  that 
in  Africa  even  those  regarded  as  pagans 
practice  the  animist  religion  which  was 
the  tradition  before  the  arrival  of 
Christian  missionaries.  Thus,  while 
many  in  Europe  claim  to  be  atheist, 
“almost  no  genuine  African  can  claim  to 
be  an  atheist,”  he  said. 

.  In  the  nominally  Christian  countries  of 
the  West,  “millions  of  people  are  simply 
Tnodem,  learned  and  sophisticated 
J>agans,  to  put  it  a  bit  bluntly,”  Bishop 
Kibira  said.  He  called  upon  the 
federation  to  cooperate  with  other 
church  movements  in  a  new  global 
enterprise  to  redirect  mission  toward  the 
paganism  of  the  West. 

But  rather  than  making  this  shift,  the 
bishop  said  he  has  found  that 


“conservatism  and  paternalism  is 
increasing  instead  of  diminishing  among 
some  mission-related  groups.” 

Citing  the  strained  relationship 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  as  a  growing  concern  of  federation 
members,  Bishop  Kibira  noted  that  “too 
many  people  are  beginning  to  say  “when 
the  nuclear  war  comes,’  instead  of  ‘if  the 


nuclear  war  comes,’  taking  for  granted 
that  it  no  longer  can  be  avoided.” 

Although  Christians  are  supposed  to 
trust  that  God  is  in  charge  of  the  world, 
this  hope  “does  not  allow  us  to  withdraw 
in  an  attitude  of  non-involvement,”  the 
federation  leader  said.  “We  as  Christians 
and  as  the  LWF  are  called  to  give  both 
hope  and  guidance  to  our  people  and  to 


try  in  every  way  to  ease  the  tensions 
between  the  superpowers.” 

The  problem  of  world  hunger  and 
economic  underdevelopment  that  the 
federation  is  working  against  “could 
easily  be  overcome,”  the  bishop 
maintained,  “if  the  incredibly  huge 
spending  on  arms  could  be  transformed 
into  something  more  useful.” 


New  Guinea  stamps  honor  mission  pilots 


PAPUA,  New  Guinea  —  The  new  four-color  series  of  stamps,  above,  were  recently  issued  by  the  New  Guinea  government, 
depicting  the  flights  of  mission  aircraft  over  the  nation's  territory.  From  left,  they  are:  Summer  Institute  of  Linguistics  (SIL) 
1963;  Catholic  1935;  and  Missionary  Aviation  Fellowship  (MAF)  1951.  In  announcing  the  new  issue,  the  New  Guinea  Postal 
Administration  declared,  "Mission  pilots  fly  more  than  50,000  hours  a  year  and  almost  all  are  unsalaried  and  risk  their  lives  out 
of  pure  dedication.”  religious  news  service  photo 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  —  Looking  at  a  poster  here  for  the  Fourth  General  Assembly  of 
the  All  Africa  Conference  of  Churches,  are  Akafwale  Muyale,  left,  assistant  to  the 
general  secretary  of  the  assembly  and  Hahum  Mensah,  the  conference’s  organizing 
secretary  (see  related  story  on  this  page).  religious  news  service  photo 


Kenyan  pushes  unity 
for  African  churches 


NAIROBI  (EPS)  —  Kenyan  President 
Daniel  Arap  Moi  urged  representatives 
of  more  than  100  African  denominations 
from  about  40  countries  to  avoid  internal 
disagreements  and  to  be  more  flexible  in 
dealing  with  current  problems. 

The  president  spoke  at  the  opening  of 
the  fourth  general  assembly  (3-12 
August)  of  the  All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches  (AACC)  based  here. 

“The  church  is  still  weakened,  in  its 
overall  task  and  impact,  by  a  number  of 
divisions  and  a  catalogue  of  different 
labels  in  many  parts  of  Africa,”  he  said. 
“We  have  seen  struggles,  differences 
and  jealousies  within  churches  that  could 
not  fail  to  result  in  diminished  pastoral 
influence.” 

Citing  the  church’s  “discipline 
structures”  and  narrow  but  powerful 
place  in  the  social  order  in  the  past,  the 
Kenyan  leader  said  “today  it  seems  that 
the  churches  must  be  more  flexible, 
applying  less  devotion  to  structures  than 
to  their  association  with  and  service  to 
the  people.” 


The  Kenyan  president  commended 
church  efforts  to  aid  the  continent’s  Five 
million  refugees,  voiced  concern  about  a 
decline  in  the  morality  of  African  young 
people,  and  condemned  white-minority 
rule  in  South  Africa. 

Theme  of  the  assembly  was 
“Following  the  Light  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
with  an  emphasis  on  healing  in  African 
churches  and  nations.  Among  topics  on 
the  agenda  were  refugees,  militarism, 
food  and  development,  urbanization  and 
unemployment,  human  rights, 
evangelism  and  ecumenism,  wealth  and 
social  morality,  reconstructions  and 
rehabilitation,  women,  youth  and  south¬ 
ern  Africa. 

An  advance  report  on  the  assembly 
from  All  Africa  Press  Service  noted  that 
the  healing  emphasis  also  applied  to  the 
AACC  itself,  without  an  executive  head 
for  three  years  until  the  installation  last 
January  of  Maxime  Rafransoa  of 
Madagascar  as  general  secretary.  In  the 
interim,  staff  and  programs  were  cut 
considerably. 


‘Burnout’  occupational  hazard  of  ministers,  helpers 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  “Burnout”  is 
becoming  an  increasing  problem  with  ministers, 
as  it  is  with  all  persons  in  the  helping 
professions,  according  to  a  professor  of  pastoral 
psychology,  Charles  V.  Gerkin. 

Dr.  Gerkin  of  the  Candler  School  of  Theology  in 
Atlanta  says  the  occupational  hazard  has 
symptoms  as  varied  as  real  or  quasi-heart 
attacks,  the  sudden  impulse  to  change  vocations, 
a  quiet  decision  to  do  more  fishing  and  less 
ministry,  or  the  eruption  of  marital  conflict. 

Divorce,  alcoholism  and  physical  breakdown 
are  among  the  more  serious  results  that  occur 
with  some  frequency,  he  wrote  in  the  seminary’s 
magazine  “Ministry  &  Mission.” 

Whether  burnout  occurs  more  often  to  persons 
in  the  helping  professions  is  yet  to  be  proven,  but 
Dr.  Gerkin  says  he  suspects  it  occurs  more  in 


occupations  where  the  rewards  are  few  or 
ambiguous,  the  frustrations  great  and  the 
evidence  of  accomplishment  hard  to  measure. 

"...  there  do  seem  to  be  special  problems  in 
the  helping  professions  that  can  lead  to  burnout 
if  they  are  not  recognized  and  given  response 
both  by  the  individual  and  by  the  systems  in 
which  human  service  is  offered,  ’  ’  he  says. 

The  unique  difficulties  of  the  clergy  are 
analyzed  by  Dr.  Gerkin  alongside  four  stages 
outlined  in  a  book  “Burn-Out:  Stages  of 
Disillusionment  in  the  Helping  Professions” 
written  by  Jerry  Edelwich  and  Archie  Brodsky 
and  released  last  year  by  Human  Sciences  Press 
in  New  York. 

The  four  stages  are  enthusiasm,  stagnation, 
frustration,  and  apathy.  Dr.  Gerkin  says  most 


ministers  can  remember  feelings  of  enthusiasm. 

World  Council  leader  wants  action 


often  of  a  naive  sort,  untempered  by  awareness 
of  the  intractable,  stubborn  nature  of  human 
problems  to  be  addressed.  He  said  many 
ministers  do  not  find  the  results  achieved 
commensurate  with  the  expectations  and  the 
effort. 

Leading  into  thcr second  “stagnant”  stage,  he 
says,  “Initial  enthusiasm,  even  when 
accompanied  by  deep  personal  commitment  to 
serve  God  and  his  people  wherever  and 
whenever  sent  or  called,  can  carry  one  only  so 
far.  The  same  old  resistance  to  change,  the  same 
old  stereotypical  caricatures  of  what  living  in 
faith  means,  the  same  old  demands  for  ministry 
wish-fulfillment  appear  again  and  again.”  To 
move  out  of  such  a  stage,  he  says  ministers  must 
find  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  “dailiness” 
of  the  realities  they  confront. 


Frustration,  the  third  stage,  can  be  produced 
easily  among  ministers  by  a  common 
combination  of  factors,  according  to  Dr.  Gerkin. 
These  factors  include  “the  limited  yardstick  the 
ecclesiastical  system  seems  to  use  to  measure 
results  in  ministry,  the  lack  of  an  adequate 
support  system  —  personally  or  institutionally 
constructed,  and  the  growing  awareness  of  the 
pervasiveness  of  human  sin  and  resistance  to  the 
gospel.”  Frustration  is  almost  inevitable,  he 
adds,  when  these  combination  of  factors  are 
"rubbed  against  the  week-to-week  vulnerability 
involved  in  making  one’s  living  by  seeking  to 
help  persons  in  need  and  to  preach  the  gospel.  ” 
“It  is  perhaps  to  be  expected  that  in  the 
seventies,  which  have  gained  the  label  of  the  ‘me 
decade,’  in  which  the  human  desire  for  self¬ 
gratification  and  self-actualization  gained 


ascendence,  also  produced  a  rise  in  burnout 
among  those  who  chose  vocations  that  are 
altruistic  and  self-giving  at  their  core,”  he  con¬ 
tinues.  “We  who  have  chosen  those  vocations  are 
not,  of  course,  immune  to  the  mood  of  the  times.” 

Quoting  the  biblical  injunction:  "He  (or  she) 
who  would  be  the  greatest  among  you  would  be 
the  servant  of  all,”  Dr.  Gerkin  says,  ".  .  .at  face 
value,  it  seems  to  bless  our  desire  for 
achievement  and  to  reinforce  our  motivations 
for  service.  Thereby  lies  the  tension  in  any 
ministering  vocation.  How  can  we  both  achieve 
and  serve?” 

One  side  of  the  solution,  he  suggests,  is  to 
continue  developing  skills  and  deepening  the 
understanding  of  the  issue  of  the  vocation,  while 
the  other  side  calls  for  continued  examination  of 
the  deepest  motivations. 


/-'ll  1111  ii  i  World  Council  seeks 

Lliurcn  should  act  more,  talk  less  end  to  prostitution 


DRESDEN,  East  Germany  (RNS)  — 
Church  leaders  often  spend  more  time 
talking  about  problems  than  trying  to  do 
something  about  them,  says  Philip 
Potter,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

Addressing  the  group’s  140-member 
central  committee  here,  Dr.  Potter 
Criticized  church  leaders  who  “speak  in 
generalities  about  the  human  situation 
gnd  are  afraid  to  expose  and  be  exposed 
(o  the  realities  in  which  people  find 
(jhemselves.” 


Too  often,  he  said,  “as  soon  as  vested 
interests  are  involved,  they  (church 
leaders)  either  claim  ignorance  of  the 
diagnosis  of  the  ills  of  our  society  ...  or 
say  they  are  not  involved  in  politics,  or 
allow  themselves  to  be  bullied  by  the 
ruling  powers  to  stay  out  of  politics.” 

“The  issue  begins  with  our  own 
relations  as  churches,”  where  “we  often 
speak  glibly  of  our  unhappy  divisions” 
without  being  “actively  engaged  in  the 
process  of  healing  them,”  said  Dr. 
Potter,  a  West  Indian  Methodist. 


:  Ark’ said  entertaining  film 
but  has  no  serious  theology 


By  Religious  News  Service 

git’s  a  top-notch  escapist 
^ltertainment,  but  don’t  take  the 
aeligious  element  of  the  plot  too 
seriously. 

£  That’s  the  advice  of  some  critics  who 
$ave  reviewed  the  current  movie  hit, 
‘^Raiders  of  the  Lost  Ark,”  for  religious 
publications  and  programs. 

*  The  film  has  “a  good  measure  of 
religious  hokum”  writes  Dr.  Robert  E.  A. 
£ee,  who  does  reviews  for  Cinema  Sound. 
j  “It  may  fit  the  theology  of  Hollywood, 
6ut  it  certainly  doesn’t  fit  into  the 
Cheology  of  the  Bible,”  added  Dr.  Lee, 
who  heads  the  Office  of  Communication 
of  the  Lutheran  Council. 

*  Hiawatha  Bray,  a  Chicago  critic  writing 
m  Christianity  Today,  a  conservative 
evangelical  publication,  said  that  while 
die  movie  is  not  blasphemous,  it  shows  a 
eertain  contempt  for  God  by  locking  him 
away  in  a  box. 

*  The  ark  in  “Raiders”  supposedly  is  the 
tost  casket  containing  broken  tablets  of 
the  Ten  Commandments  which  God  gave 
Moses. 

;  The  Nazis  are  trying  to  find  it,  and  the 
American  government  sends  Indiana 
.Jones  (Harrison  Ford),  an  anthropology 
professor  and  adventurer,  to  find  it  first, 
because  it  is  said  to  make  its  possessors 
Invincible. 

^  The  search  results  in  fever-pitched 
action,  resembling  cliff-hanger  serials  of 
earlier  years.  When  the  ark  is  opened  at 
the  climax,  there  is  an  explosion  of  fire, 


wind,  radiation  and  devastation. 

But  the  secret  of  the  real  ark  is  still 
missing,  Dr.  Lee  noted.  “Rather  than 
letting  the  ark  symbolize  the  love  of  a 
caring  God  for  the  welfare  of  his  chosen 
people,  the  mumbo- jumbo  version  of  the 
Ten  Commandments  reduces  God’s  law 
to  horror,  vengeance  and  violence.” 

What  actually  happened  to  the  ark  is 
not  known  for  sure,  but  many  Jewish  and 
Christian  scholars  assume  that  it  was 
destroyed  when  the  temples  in 
Jerusalem  that  successively  housed  it 
were  destroyed  centuries  ago  by 
invading  Babylonians  and  Romans. 

Dr.  Fred  Gaiser,  professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  Luther-Northwestern 
Seminaries,  St.  Paul,  said  he  would  be 
“distressed”  if  people  took  the  movie 
seriously.  He  said  it  might  encourage 
people  who  have  a  magical  bent  toward 
religion. 

The  ark  was  carried  by  Jewish  armies 
into  battle  as  a  symbol  of  the  presence  of 
God,  but  that  did  not  make  them 
invincible,  Dr.  Gaiser  said.  “God 
retained  his  personal  will.  He  was  not 
controlled  by  Israel’s  decision  to  haul  the 
ark  around  or  not.” 

Dr.  Gaiser  said  he  enjoyed  the  movie. 

So  did  Rabbi  Dan  Zemel  of  Temple 
Israel,  Minneapolis,  who  said  he  thought 
the  movie  was  "very  well  done”  and 
handled  a  sensitive  subject  that  could 
have  been  offensive  but  was  not. 

He  thought  the  movie  was  "such  a 
fantasy”  that  it  should  not  give  anyone 
bad  ideas  about  religion. 


The  central  committee  governs  the 
Geneva-based  ecumenical  organization 
between  assemblies,  held  every  seven  or 
eight  years.  This  was  the  first  time  the 
whole  committee  met  in  East  Germany. 

Church  and  state  relations  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  held 
center  stage  when  the  Council  opened  11- 
day  meeting  here. 

Bishop  Joannes  Hampel  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Saxony 
pledged  to  show  the  World  Council 
leaders  “our  life  as  it  is,  with  its 
strengths  and  its  weakness.”  He  asked 
the  ecumenical  officials  for  "frankness” 
and  help  in  increasing  understanding. 

Bishop  Albrecht  Schoenherr  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  in  Berling- 
Brandenberg  declared  that  as  members 
of  the  ecumenical  community,  East 
German  Christians  are  “strengthened  in 
their  resolve  neither  to  conform 
uncritically  to  the  socialist  society  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  nor  to 
reject  it  in  principle.” 


SHEFFIELD,  England  (RNS)  — 
An  ecumenical  group  urged  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  at  a  meeting  here 
to  act  against  the  growing  problem  of 
international  prostitution  rings  which 
cater  to  wealthy  foreign  tourists. 

In  a  consultation  held  under  WCC 
auspices,  some  150  delegates  from  50 
countries  issued  that  among  other 
recommendations  for  change  in  a 
world  they  described  as  “largely 
controlled  by  men.” 

The  meeting  capped  a  three-year  ef¬ 
fort  by  church  groups  around  the  world 
to  evaluate  issues  of  "the  community 
of  women  and  men  in  the  church.” 

International  prostitution  is  sym¬ 
bolic  of  "the  relationship  between  the 
powerful  and  the  powerless,”  said  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns.  “The  tourists  are  the  power¬ 
ful  and  the  prostitutes  are  the  power¬ 
less.” 


History  of  Hymns 

Tragedy  inspires  hymn 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

'Tis  so  sweet  to  trust  in  Jesus, 

Just  to  take  him  at  his  word; 

Just  to  rest  upon  his  promise, 

Just  to  know  “Thus  saith  the  Lord.  ” 
Jesus.  Jesus,  how  I  trust  him! 

How  I've  proved  him  o’er  and  o’er! 

Jesus,  Jesus,  precious  Jesus! 

Ofor  grace  to  trust  him  more! 

Louisa  Stead  stood  on  the  beach  with 
her  four-year-old  daughter  and  watched 
her  husband  drown  as  he  tried  to  rescue  a 
child  in  the  waters  off  Long  Island,  New 
York. 

The  loss  of  her  husband  and  persistent 
health  problems  brought  a  testing  time  in 
her  life.  Out  of  these  experiences  came 
the  writing  of  “’Tis  So  Sweet  to  Trust  in 
Jesus,”  an  expression  of  faith  inspired  by 
her  own  confidence  in  a  loving  Heavenly 
Father  at  the  time  of  greatest  sorrow  and 
desperate  need. 

Bom  in  Dover,  England,  Louisa  came 


to  the  United  States  in  1871  to  visit  friends 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  At  a  camp  meeting  in 
Urbana,  Ohio,  she  offered  herself  for 
missionary  service  in  China,  but  her  frail 
physical  condition  prevented  her  from 
securing  appointment. 

Later  her  health  improved  and,  with 
her  daughter,  Lily,  she  went  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Cape  Colony  in  South 
Africa,  where  she  served  for  15  years. 

During  this^ime  she  married  Robert 
Wodehouse,  a  South  African  Methodist 
minister.  After  spending  several  years  in 
the  United  States  for  the  sake  of  Mrs. 
Wodehouse ’s  health,  they  were  appointed 
to  the  Methodist  Mission  in  Umtali, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  in  1901. 

Ten  years  later,  Louisa  Wodehouse 
retired  but  remained  in  Africa  until  her 
death  in  1917.  She  was  buried  in  a  grave 
hewn  out  of  solid  rock  on  the  side  of 
Black  Mountain  near  her  African  home. 
NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN:  “Built  on  the 
Rock  the  Church  Doth  Stand" 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Scientist’s  wages  from  weaponry  job  disturb  family 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  husband  is  a  top  scientist  in  a 
business  activity  which  I  find  abhorrent 
—  atomic  weaponry.  He  feels  quite 
comfortable  in  it  saying,  “ Someone  has 
to  do  it,  and  I  do  it  well.’’  I  find  it  very 
hard  to  deal  with  this  in  relation  to  my 
Christian  convictions.  If  he  were  in 
peaceful  use  of  atomic  energy  I  would 
feel  better.  He  refuses  to  listen  to  me  and 
always  says,  “You  don't  seem  to  mind 
spending  the  money  I  make  in 
weaponry I  do  mind,  but  I  do  go  ahead 
and  live  well  on  the  money  he  makes. 

My  own  problem  with  his  job  was  bad 
enough  but  now  our  children  are  big 
enough  to  ask  a  lot  of  embarrassing 
questions  and  my  husband  gets  angry 
with  them.  There  have  been 
demonstrations  against  the  laboratory 
where  he  works  and  the  children  know 
about  it,  of  course.  Some  of  their  school 
friends'  parents  were  in  the 
demonstrations  and  they  talk  about  it 


with  pride.  I  feel  caught,  and  obviously 
the  children  increasingly  feel  caught  in  a 
painful  situation,  made  more  painful  by 
my  husband’s  anger.  I  think  he  really 
feels  guilty  but  won’t  admit  it  and  anger 
is  his  way  out.  What  do  you  think? 

A  Mother  Worried 

Dear  Worried  Mother: 

From  your  first  paragraph  the  “quite 
comfortable"  says  your  husband  has 
justified  his  work  in  his  own  mind  and  no 
doubt  wishes  that  settled  the  business.  Of 
course,  how  a  husband  or  wife  earns  the 
family  income  is  extremely  important  to 
the  whole  family  and  should  make  them 
all  feel  good  and  proud  about  it  —  or  as 
much  as  possible.  Sometimes  families 
put  unreal  pressure  on  the  wage  earner 
for  a  standard  of  living  which  is  higher 
than  necessary;  this  could  play  a  role  in 
what  is  happening  here  since  your 
husband  mentions  the  income  when  you 
discuss  the  problem. 

In  our  complex  society  it  gets  more 
important  for  fathers  (or  mothers)  to 


share  and  discuss  the  life  style  they  have 
chosen  or  fallen  into.  Would  your  husband 
be  willing  to  have  a  family  discussion 
about  his  work  where  you  could  all  speak 
and  be  listened  to?  Pray  together  about  it 
before  and  after  the  discussion  asking 
the  guidance  of  God  in  these  important 
matters. 

Dear  Deborah: 

From  time  to  time  persons  have 
written  you  concerning  the  suicide  of  a 
loved  one.  I  understand  the  trauma  of 
these  families  and  know  the  many 
bridges  one  must  cross  as  I,  too,  lost  a  son 
11  years  ago  by  suicide. 

I  found  an  organization  called 
"Families  Who  Have  Been  There” 
formed  here  under  the  auspices  of  Texas 
Mental  Health,  where  families  meet 
twice  monthly  to  share,  understand,  and 
work  out  problems  related  to  mental 
health  for  those  they  love.  There  are 
many  such  groups  over  the  country.  If 
there  isn’t  one  in  the  city  where  one 
resides,  perhaps  parents  of  suicides 


could  form  such  a  group.  One  out  of 
every  five  persons  is  involved  with  this 
problem  and  needs  assistance. 

Working  with  others  with  similar 
problems  is  the  age  old  avenue  of  help  — 
and  the  way  illnesses  can  be  eradicated. 
I  send  my  good  wishes  .  .  . 

A  Parent 

Dear  Parent: 

Thanks  so  much  for  sharing  your 
experience.  The  figure  "one  out  of  five” 
is  astounding!  In  most  cities  there  is  a 
Hot  Line  or  Suicide  Prevention  Line 
where  information  can  be  obtained  on 
such  groups  in  your  community  —  avail 
yourself  of  this  help. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Although  individual  letters  cannot 
be  answered,  questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 

" Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Tex.  75222. 
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The  Louisiana  Conference 

\ 

looks  ahead 


Workshop  on  family 
crisis  counseling 


The  Conference  Board  of  Church  in 
Society  is  offering  a  workshop  on  Family 
Crisis  Counseling  during  this  month, 
because  “the  local  parish  minister  is 
constantly  in  need  of  more  help  with 
family  problems.” 

According  to  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield, 
chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Human 
Relations  of  the  conference  board, 
“Problems  that  affect  families  are 
increasing  at  an  alarming  rate,  and  the 
minister  in  the  local  church  is  the  key 
person  in  the  community  to  provide 
help.” 

The  three  faculty  members  are 

Missional  priority 
goals  approved 
by  conference 

When  you  review  the  twelve  objectives 
and  strategies  as  outlined  in  the  booklet 
produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Evanston,  Illinois, 
titled  “Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Missional  Priority,”  a  resource  guide  for 
leaders,  and  when  you  review  the  list  of 
specific  priorities  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  compiled  by  our  Conference 
Committee  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  during  the  1977-80  quadrennium, 
and  when  you  study  the  list  of  priorities 
as  outlined  by  the  current  Task  Force  of 
the  Conference  comprised  of  nineteen 
members  of  the  varied  ethnic 
backgrounds  in  our  Conference  work, 
you  cannot  help  but  recognize  the 
continuity  of  concern  for  the  extended 
growth  and  development  of  the  Church  in 
our  time. 

While  we  know  that  our  church  is  being 
called  by  Christ  to  change  in  these 
climaxing  years  of  the  twentieth  century 
and  become  totally  committed  to  Him, 
we  must  be  also  mindful  that  we  have  a 
responsibility  in  carrying  out  the 
program  of  the  Church  by  doing  those 
things  that  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
survival  of  the  body,  the  soul  and  the 
spirit. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  in  its  recent 
session  adopted  several  goals  presented 
by  the  Director  of  Special  Ministries  on 
behalf  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Task  Force 
to  be  executed  during  the  remainder  of 
the  quadrennium.  These  goals  are: 

1)  design  a  Workshop  to  expose  youth 
and  young  adults  to  the  needs  of  the 
church,  the  necessity  of  interrelation¬ 
ships  of  the  ethnic  groups  and  lift  up  the 
opportunities  in  church  careers; 

2)  design  an  Ethnic  Minority 
Convocation  on  Evangelism,  Worship 
and  church  music;  3)  design  a  Leader¬ 
ship  Development  consultation  for 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Leader¬ 
ship  Personnel;  4)  design  a  Stewardship, 
Financing  and  Resource  Training 
Seminar;  5)  design  a  Laboratory  Train¬ 
ing  Session  for  Ethnic  Minority  Church 
School  Teachers  and  Workers;  and 
6)  work  in  cooperation  with  Ethnic 
Minority  Churches  at  developing  and 
strengthening  its  leadership  on  the  local 
level. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the 
chairman  who  is  also  Director  of  Special 
Ministries  will  work  on  proposal  prepa¬ 
ration  and  submission  for  funding.  The 
workshops  are  scheduled  at  intervals 
during  die  remainder  of  the  quadren¬ 
nium. 

A  special  word  of  appreciation  to  the 
Pastors  and  Congregations  for  your 
support  of  the  Missional  Priority  Fund 
and  at  the  same  time  I  appeal  to  you  to  do 
all  in  your  power  to  report  100%  for  this 
conference  year.  Send  in  your  asking 
now. 


persons  well  qualified  to  give  that  sort  of 
assistance.  Dr.  Marian  Wood,  a  family 
consultant  from  Baton  Rouge,  will  deal 
with  “Crisis  Concerning  Human 
Sexuality.”  Dr.  Wood  is  well-known  to 
United  Methodist  persons,  having  spoken 
frequently  to  pastors’  groups,  United 
Methodist  Youth  assemblies,  and  the 
like. 

Mr.  Giles  Gillian  is  the  director  of  the 
Adolescent  Training  Center  in  Lake 
Charles,  a  unique  program  which  has 
had  connections  with  the  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  Lake  Charles 
area.  Gillian  will  speak  on  the  “Crisis 
Situation  Involving  Substance  Abuse.” 


Audio  visuals 


It  is  just  over  one  year  since  the  A-V 
catalog  was  printed  and  mailed  to  local 
churches,  and  subscriptions  were  taken 
for  A-V  services. 

You  will  want  to  renew  those 
subscriptions  by  October  1.  This  can  be 
done  by  sending  your  check  to  the  area 
office.  The  cost  of  subscriptions  has  not 
changed  since  last  year,  and  rates  are 
printed  on  the  first  page  of  the  catalog, 
based  on  membership  of  your  church. 
Please  note  on  your  check,  account  no. 
5242,  or  “A-V  subscriptions.”  Your  local 
church  will  be  receiving  a  letter  with  a 
card  to  respond  during  the  month  of 
September. 

It  is  to  your  advantage  to  keep  your 
membership  current,  since  any  member 
of  your  church  can  use  any  item  in  the 
library,  at  any  time,  if  it  is  not  already 
reserved  for  someone  else,  at  no  cost, 
except  return  postage. 

This  is  your  library.  Investing  in  it  is 
really  investing  in  yourself,  because  your 
money  is  returned  in  the  form  of  new 
resources,  purchased  on  a  systematic 
basis  and  lists  of  new  resources  are 
published  in  the  La.  Methodist  from  time 
to  time,  the  latest  being  the  July  10th 
issue.  Following  are  new  items 
purchased  since  then: 

1.  “Investment  In  Ministry.”  Sound 
color  filmstrip  illustrating  the  work  of 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 
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FESTIVAL 
OF  SONGS 
SEMINAR 


Dr.  Walt  Erhart,  Associate  Director  of 
the  Institute  for  Human  Understanding 
in  New  Orleans,  will  hold  a  workshop 
that  will  deal  with  the  Single  Parent. 

According  to  Rev.  Stringfield,  each 
person  who  attends  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  two  of  the 
three  workshops.  The  registration  fee  is 
$5.00.  Keynote  speaker  for  the 
Conference  will  be  Dr.  Donald  Webb, 
President,  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport.  The  date  is  Saturday, 
September  12th.  The  time  is  from  9:00 
a.m.  until  3:30  p.m.  You  may  contact 
Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield  for  more 
information. 


2.  “Organizing  Your  Local  Church  To 
Work  for  Christ.”  Contains  a  bit  of 
satire  on  committees,  commissions, 
and  councils,  that  talk  about,  but  don't 
do,  as  opposed  to  the  church  that  has 
the  structure  it  needs  to  plan,  and 
carry  out  its  mission,  support  its 
leaders,  and  take  care  of  its  facilities. 
Emphasizing  the  uniqueness  of  each 
church. 

3.  “Be  Joyful.”  Four  33 V5  records  for 
use  with  small  children. 

4.  “Mom  and  Pop  Split  Up.”  16  mm  film. 
Parents  of  a  small  child  are  divorced. 
Designed  to  help  one-parent  families 
understand  and  Handle  the  traumatic 
experience  of  breaking  up  a  hoftite 
with  children. 

5.  “Lost  Pigeon.”  16  mm  film.  A  lost 
pigeon,  found,  cared  for  and  loved, 
and  eventually  returned  to  its  rightful 
owner  becomes  the  basis  for 
establishing  a  rewarding  friendship. 
Teaches  responsibility,  and  values. 

6.  “A  Question  Of  Intimacy.”  Group 
therapy  discussions  on  the  problems 
and  pressures  of  our  society. 

New  up-date  sheets  to  be  added  to  your 
catalog  are  in  the  process  of  being 
compiled,  and  printed.  These  will  be 
mailed  to  subscribers  as  soon  as 
possible,  along  with  instructions  for 
inserting  them  in  your  current  catalog, 
thus  keeping  it  as  up-to-date  as  possible. 


Calendar 
of  Events 


September  1981 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  Month 

5  Conference  Board  of  Global 

Ministries 

8  Curricu-shop  Planning  Task 

Force 

10  Centenary  Church  Council 
10-11  Orientation  Retreat  For  Pay 

Class,  BOM,  Camp  Brewer 
12  Workshop  on  Family-Church 
and  Society 

14-15  L.I.C.  Meeting,  Grand  Couteau 

14- 17  Effective  Small  Membership 

Church  Workshop 

15- 17  Jurisdictional  Forum  for 

Adults  Youth  Leaders 

16  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  Executive  Committee 

17  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration 

18-19  UMW  Annual  Meeting,  Mon¬ 
roe 

24-25  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries 

26  Conference  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship 

Youth  Ministry  Fall  Convoca¬ 
tion,  First  UMC,  Alexandria 

27  Christian  Education  Sunday 
Offering 

Festival  of  Songs  Seminar, 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

29  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration 

October  1981 

4  World  Communion  Sunday 
9-11  Campus  Ministry  Retreat  and 
Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  Meet¬ 
ing,  Camp  Brewer 

11  Laity  Day 

27  Workshop  for  Supervising 

Pastors,  Alexandria,  BOM 

30  Theological  Reflection  for  Pay 
Class,  BOM 

November  1981 

Visits  to  Seminary  by  BOM 
1  Day  of  Appreciation  for  the 

Role  of  Women  in  United 
Methodism -COSROW 
6-8  Junior  High  Weekend  — 

Caney  Conference  Centre 
26  Thanksgiving  Day 

29  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

December  1981 

15  Certification  Applications  to 

Bd.  of  Diaconal  Ministers 
DUE 

20  Good  Samaritan  Offering 

LAST  DAY  TO  SUBMIT 
VOUCHERS  FOR  PAYMENT 


Foundation  month 


You  can  be 
involved 


A  dramatic  change  in  one  part  of  the 
conference  program  this  year  is  seen  in 
the  emphasis  on  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation.  What  has  previously  been  a 
one-day  emphasis  has  been  changed  to  a 
month-long  program;  and  where  before 
there  was  no  offering  involved,  the 
program  this  year  will  give  persons  an 
opportunity  to  become  involved. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  director  of  the 
Foundation,  pointed  out  that  many 
persons  would  like  to  become  a  part  of 
the  program  of  the  Foundation  and  to  see 
the  money  they  give  do  good  work,  but 
may  not  have  large  sums  to  put  into 
bequests. 

The  program  in  September  gives  that 
kind  of  opportunity.  Material  which  is 
being  handed  out  in  all  local  churches 
points  out  a  number  of  other  ways  a 
person  may  become  involved.  In 
addition,  there  is  an  opportunity,  through 
a  special  offering  envelope,  to  make  a 
specific  donation. 

There  are  two  possibilities  given:  a 
donation  to  1)  a  church  extension  loan 
fund,  or  2)  the  permanent  funds. 
Permanent  funds  are  invested  through 
the  Trust  Department  of  one  of 
Louisiana’s  largest  banks.  Interest  from 
these  investments  is  used  to  help  support 
the  work  of  conference  institutions.  As 
the  permanent  funds  grow,  the  amount  of 


Volunteers  in  mission 
program  is  organized 


Festival  of  Songs  Seminar  to  be  held  in 
Shreveport  at  the  Broadmoor  UMC  on 
Sunday.  September  27.  Persons  wishing 
to  register  should  do  so  by  sending  the 
$15.00  registration  fee  to  Cokesbury, 
Seminar  Registration.  1910  Main  Street. 
P.O.  Box  298.  Dallas.  Tx  75221.  You  may 
receive  additional  information  by  calling 
the  Cokesbury  number  (214-748-8711). 


According  to  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce, 
Executive  Director,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  “There  is  a  great  interest 
across  the  jurisdiction  in  short  term 
mission  work,  as  well  as  many 
opportunities  for  working  in  local 
churches,  social  centers,  etc.”  Bruce 
said  that  a  number  of  work  groups  have 
been  involved  in  programs  outside  the 
United  States  —  some  in  Mexico, 
Jamaica,  Haiti,  and  other  countries. 

In  order  to  meet  this  need,  a  new 
committee  has  been  organized  in  the 
jurisdiction.  It  is  to  be  called  Volunteers 
In  Mission;  and  its  purpose  will  be  to 
coordinate  short-term  volunteer  mission 
work. 

Chosen  as  vice-chairperson  is  Rev. 
James  Poole  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Dr.  Jack  W.  Shoultz  of  the 
Texas  Conference  will  serve  as 
secretary. 

“Our  people  are  anxious  to  become 
personally  involved  in  helping  others,” 
said  Rev.  Hamblin  “There  is  a  need  for 
medical  doctors,  nurses,  carpenters, 
painters,  and  those  who  are  willing  to  do 
‘odd  jobs’  in  the  remodeling  of  churches, 
homes,  etc.,  as  well  as  giving  care  to 
children  and  those  in  need.” 

Local  church  groups  wishing  to  do 
volunteer  mission  work  or  groups  who 
wish  to  seek  approval  for  a  project,  in  the 
jurisdiction  or  outside  the  United  States, 
will  be  coordinated  through  the 
jurisdiction  office.  In  due  time,  there  will 
be  a  coordinator  working  in  this  field 
within  the  jurisdiction  office. 

Additional  information  will  be 
available  soon  from  either  of  the 
following  offices:  Dr.  Kenneth  B. 
McIntosh,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas, 
Texas  75201  or  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  4209 
N.W.  23rd  Street,  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma  73107. 


Looking  ahead 


Church  School  Program.  The  month  df 
September  and  Christian  Education 
Week  afford  a  good  time  for  emphasizing 
Church  Program.  Most  local  church 
councils  on  ministries  are  busy  electing 
and  training  new  church  school  teachers, 
planning  and  implementing  teacher 
appreciation  programs,  holding  special 
dedication  services  during  the  principal 
worship  service  for  church  school 
teachers,  and  the  like.  Christian 
Education  Sunday  is  also  the  day  for 
receiving  a  special  offering.  We  used  to 
call  it  the  “Rally  Day  Offering”;  but 
whatever  name  you  use,  all  of  the  money 
from  the  offering  remains  within  the 
conference  to  be  administered  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  dedicated 
wholly  for  training  in  the  area  of 
education. 

Campus  Ministry.  The  Chairperson  of 
the  Work  Area  on  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Minis  try  /or  the  Chairperson  of 
Church  Nurture  (if  you  have  the 
Administrative  Council  structure)  is 
responsible  for  making  certain  that 
names  of  persons  who  graduated  from 
high  school  last  spring  are  sent  to  the 
Directors  of  Campus  Ministry  program 
at  the  college/university  they  will  be 
attending  this  month.  The  addresses  of 
all  the  Campus  Ministers  are  to  be  found 
on  the  inside  cover  of  the  Conference 
Journal  (your  minister  or  lay  delegate  to 
the  Annual  Conference  has  one).  You 
should  report  to  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries/Administrative  Council  that  this 
has  been  done  and  then  you  should  help 
see  that  the  local  church  keeps  in  touch 
with  them  while  they  are  in  school. 

Budget  Proposals.  September  is  the 
month  for  developing  goals  and  budget 


money  from  the  investment  will  be  used 
to  accomplish  more  and  more  good  work. 

The  church  extension  loan  fund  is  a 
new  program  for  the  Foundation.  When 
the  Annual  Conference  met,  it  was 
determined  that  10  million  dollars  would' 
be  required  just  to  meet  current  needs 
for  new  churches.  The  Directors  of  the 
Foundation  felt  that  there  are  many 
persons  across  the  state  who  would  want 
to  become  involved  in  such  an  urgent 
mission.  They  set  up  a  church  extension 
loan  fund  which  will  be  loaned  to  new 
extension  projects  at  a  low  interest  rate. 
As  this  fund  grows,  the  amount  of  money 
to  be  loaned  can  be  increased,  making 
possible  the  faster  growth  of  new 
projects. 

This  extension  project  of  the 
Foundation  has  been  planned  to  work 
with  the  other  church  extension  projects 
of  the  conference:  e  g.,  the  Bob  Lay  1000. 
Club,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
District  Mission  programs,  etc.  It  is 
planned  that  there  will  be  no  conflict,  but 
a  single  emphasis  coming  from  several 
directions. 

There  are  no  goals  set,  no  specific 
amounts  pre-determined;  simply  the 
opportunity  to  become  a  part  of  those 
who  are  concerned  that  the  church 
continue  to  minister  wherever  there  is 
great  need. 


Bob  Lay  1000  Club 
September  call  for  new 

church  St.  Andrew’s, 
Baton  Rouge 


Materials  make 
your  work  easier 


requests  from  local  church  agencies.  The 
Council  on  Ministries  submits  these  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  they 
become  the  basis  for  the  budget  proposal 
to  the  Administrative  Board. 

Laity  Sunday.  In  most  churches,  the 
Lay  Leader  is  responsible  for  the 
observance  of  Laity  Day.  If  you  need 
help  in  locating  a  speaker,  the  District 
Lay  Leader  can  help.  The  District 
Director  of  Lay  Speaking  will  also  have  a 
list  of  persons  who  are  available.  The 
best  resources,  however,  are  within  your 
own  local  church.  Most  congregations 
are  eager  to  hear  the  witness  of  persons 
with  whom  they  work  and  live  beside  and 
know  well. 

United  Methodist  Student  Day.  We 
need  to  remind  you  that  the  date  for 
observing  Student  Day  has  been  changed 
by  action  of  the  general  conference  to 
November  29th.  This  has  been 
traditionally  a  time  for  honoring  and 
recognizing  students  from  the  local 
church  who  are  in  college.  It  has  also 
been  the  time  for  receiving  a  special 
offering  which  is  used  to  provide  the 
United  Methodist  Student  Loan  Fund. 
You  very  likely  saw  an  article  on  the 
inside  pages  of  this/  paper  a  short  time 
ago  which  noted  that  since  many  Federal 
loan  programs  for  college  have  been 
abolished,  the  pressure  on  the  Student 
Loan  Fund  has  been  greater  than  ever. 
This  is  a  “self-help”  program.  The 
student  who  borrows  the  money,  pays  it 
back  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  after 
graduation;  thus,  making  it  possible  for 
other  students  to  do  the  same.  You  will 
want  to  make  plans  now  to  observe  this 
day. 


There  are  two  excellent  materials  in 
the  newly  revised  Guidelines  For 
Leadership  In  The  Local  Church 
manuals. 

One  of  these  is  a  manual  which  has 
been  inserted  for  the  first  time.  It  is 
entitled  “Youth  Members  of  Boards, 
Councils,  and  Committees.”  The 
Discipline  calls  for  youth  to  be 
represented  as  members  of  various 
groups  throughout  the  whole  structure  of 
the  local  church.  What  this  manual  does 
is  to  put  all  of  that  in  one  place  and  to 
explain  what  is  involved. 

You  might  be  interested  to  know  that 
Rev.  Donald  Cottrill,  Associate  Minister, 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the  person 


who  did  this  manual  for  the  series.  It  can 
be  ordered  separately  for  $1.00  per  copy 
by  requesting  Manual  No.  0-687-16315-5. 

There  is  a  second  “new  addition” 
which  is  very  good.  It  is  the  manual  for 
the'  Committee  on  Nominations  and 
Personnel.  The  manual  not  only  gives  an 
excellent  job  description  of  the 
committee’s  work,  it  also  gives  a  very 
good  summary  of  all  the  positions  the 
committee  is  responsible  to  fill.  Every 
member  of  the  committee  ought  to  have 
a  copy  of  this  manual  to  study  before  the 
committee’s  work  begins.  It  will  also  be 
an  invaluable  tool  for  use  during  the 
meeting.  These  manuals  cost  $1.00  each; 
and  the  number  to  use  in  ordering  is  0687- 
16308-0. 


It  is  time  to  plan 
stewardship  programs 


Inasmuch  as  most  local  churches  will 
be  heavily  involved  in  planning  and 
carrying  out  the  fall  stewardship 
program  for  the  next  several  months,  we 
asked  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  for  some  suggestions 
that  might  be  helpful  to  you. 

Dr.  Caraway  told  us  that  stewardship 
materials  may  be  ordered  from 
Cokesbury.  Materials  are  found  on  pages 
%  through  98  in  the  1981-82  Church  and 
,Church  School  Catalog  mailed  to  each 
church.  You  may  also  order  a 
Stewardship  and  Finance  Materials 
Catalog  from  Cokesbury.  It  is  free  for  the 
asking,  and  it  gives  a  list  and  description 
of  all  current  materials. 

In  order  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  have  all  of  the  latest  information 
about  where  the  money  goes  beyond  the 
local  church,  you  should  order  “The 
Financial  Commitment  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  1981-1984.”  It  may  be 
ordered  free  from  the  General  Council  on 


Finance  anu  AdmunsUalion,  1200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston,  Illinois  60201.  Another 
source  of  information  is  the  1981 
Louisiana  Conference  Journal.  Look 
under  the  Report  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  pages  £07- 
111. 

Caraway  gave  several  suggestions.  For 
ideas  to  be  used  with  the  stewardship 
campaign.  “The  Circuit  Rider  Plan”  is 
found  on  page  97  in  the  Cokesbury 
Catalog.  The  new  “COMMPAC"  plan  is 
found  on  page  98  of  the  catalog.  Both  of 
these  are  programs  worth  investigating 
and  trying.  Caraway  also  recommends 
the  book,  Opportunities  in  Stewardship 
by  Thomas  C.  Rieke  and  John  C.  Spespie. 
“It  is  one  of  the  most  helpful  books  in 
stewardship  planning  for  a  local  church 
that  I  have  read,”  Caraway  said. 

We  would  also  recommend  that  the 
local  church  study  the  manual  for  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  the 
“Guideline  for  Leadership  in  the  Local 
Church.” 
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Pensions 

Details  Remain  for  New  Program 


There  are  a  mountain  of  details  to  be 
attended  to  before  the  new  pension 
program  is  initiated  in  January. 

The  new  program  was  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  but  each  Annual 
Conference  was  given  a  number  of 
possible  options.  These  were  carefully 
studied  and  the  program  was  presented 
and  adopted  by  the  Annual  Conference  in 
June. 

Members  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions  worked  for  two 
days  clearing  some  of  the  final  details. 

The  new  pension  program  will  have 
several  changes.  One  change  will  be  a 
deferred  income  payment  from  each 
charge  which  will  be  placed  in  the 
minister’s  account.  In  the  past,  pension 


payments  were  made  from  the 
apportioned  amount  by  the  number  of 
service  years.  While  the  transition  is  in 
process,  churches  will  be  paying  an 
asking  for  Conference  Pensions  which 
will  help  to  fund  the  latter  program  at  the 
rate  of  $146  per  service  year  for  all  of  the 
years  of  service  prior  to  1982. 

Beginning  in  January  1982,  each 
charge  will  also  pay  an  amount  equal  to 
16.4  percent  of  the  denominational 
average  compensation  (DAC). 

It  has  been  determined  that  the  DAC 
will  be  $16,776.  This  means  a  charge 
paying  their  minister  a  base  salary  plus 
20  percent  of  $16,776  or  more  will  send 
$2,751  for  that  minister’s  pension. 

Members  of  the  Executive  Committee 


New  Orleans  Churches 
Announce  Fund  Drive 


The  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  announces  the  “kick-off” 
of  its  1981-82  Fund  Drive.  United  Methodists  have  played  a  key  role  in  this  vital 
ecumenical  organization  since  its  beginning.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris  of  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  is  the  current  President  of  the 
Federation.  Pictured  above,  from  left,  are  Dr.  John  Galloway,  responsible  for 
Designated  Gifts;  Dr.  David  E.  Mason,  Executive  Director;  and  Dr.  C.  B.  Ellis, 
a  member  of  Mulholland  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  is  General 
Chairman  of  the  campaign. 


of  the  Board  of  Pensions  were  concerned 
in  the  meeting  that  churches  take  this 
into  account  as  they  prepare  new 
budgets. 

Charges  that  pay  their  minister  less 
than  the  DAC  should  check  page  136  of 
the  Conference  Journal  to  have  some 
idea  as  to  how  to  prepare  for  this  in  new 
budgets. 

Another  change  in  the  plan  will  be  the 
payments  for  Group  Insurance  (HMEP) 
will  be  made  directly  to  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  after  January  1.  This 
is  another  item  that  should  be 
anticipated  when  local  churches  prepare 
budgets  for  the  coming  year. 

Local  churches  will  receive  one  billing 
for  both  the  Ministerial  Pension  Plan  and 
the  Insurance  program  (when  the 
minister  has  the  insurance). 

The  Exeuctive  Committee  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  examining  the  lists  of 
pastors,  lay  employees  and  others, 
making  corrections  and  preparing  for 


the  change  to  the  different  system. 

The  committee  voted  to  make  a  change 
in  the  way  the  Pastoral  Records  sections 
of  the  Annual  Conference  Journal  is  done 
so  there  will  be  less  confusion  and  better 
reporting. 

It  also  made  plans  to  carry  out  a 
decision  made  by  the  Board  that 
representatives  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 
be  present  at  the  Audit  sessions  in 
January. 

Each  minister  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  review  their  pension  records  and  make 
necessary  corrections. 

The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Pensions,  said  the  pension 
program  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  is  in  excellent  shape. 

Payments  to  trie  Pension  Capital  fund 
program,  both  by  ministers  and 
churches,  have  been  good.  The  resources 
are  being  well-managed  and  there  is 
every  reason  for  good  feeling  about  the 
entire  program. 


St.  Mark  Church  Plans 
New  Facilities 
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The  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  stands  at  the  site  for  the  new  sanctuary  and  outreach 
program  facility  for  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church.  The  property  is  located  at 
6217  Glen  Oaks  Dr.,  in  a  rapidly  growing  area  of  Baton  Rouge.  The  church  sponsored  a 
"Family  Fun  Day”  with  an  old-fashioned  Bar-B-Q  at  the  church  site  August  15. 


Counselling  Conference 


Family  Crisis  Workshop  Set 


Do  you  find  your  work  brings  you  into 
contact  with  people  who  are  faced  with 
crisis  in  their  family  lives? 

Do  you  feel  that  how  you  relate  to  them 
could  have  some  impact  on  their  lives? 

If  you  are  involved  in  a  profession  that 
brings  you  into  these  types  of 
relationships,  then,  perhaps  the 
Conference  of  Workshops  for  Family 
Crisis  Counseling  would  be  a  great  help 
to  you. 

The  workshops  will  be  held  Saturday, 
Sept.  12  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  workshops 


will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and  run  until 
3:30  p.m. 

The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  Centenary 
College. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the 
conference  will  be  Dr.  Donald  Webb, 
president  of  Centenary  College  and  will 
open  the  conference. 

Three  workshops  will  be  offered  with 
participants  able  to  choose  two  of  the 


UMW 


workshops. 

“Crisis  Concerning  Human  Sexuality" 
will  be  taught  by  Dr.  Mirium  Woods.  She 
has  held  many  workshops  on  tran¬ 
sactional  analysis  gestalt,  sex  therapy 
and  family  therapy.  She  lead  the 
program  for  this  year’s  pastor’s  school  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Another  class  offered  will  be  “Crisis 
Situation  Involving  Substance  Abuse.” 
Giles  Gilliam  will  teach  the  course  and 
he  is  currently  the  Administrator  of  the 
Education  and  Treatment  Council,  Inc. 

Dr.  Walton  H.  Ehrhardt  will  teach 


Annual  Meeting 
September  18,  19 


“Single  Parent  Family  Workshop.” 
Ehrhardt  is  the  Associate  Director  of  the 
Institute  for  Human  Understanding. 

These  workshops  should  be  helpful  to 
anyone  who  finds  his  or  her  employment 
requires  some  counseling  skills. 

Lawyers,  doctors,  teachers,  counselors 
and  law  enforcement  officers  could 
receive  valuable  information  from  these 
hours  of  training. 

The  schedule  for  the  conference  will  be 
a  keynote  speech  at  9  a.m.  with  the  first 
workshop  from  9:30  to  noon  and  the 
second  workshop  from  1  p.m.  to 
3:30  p.m. 

Registration  for  the  conference  is  $5 
per  person  and  necessary  registration 
forms  are  available  with  the  pastors. 
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Around 
the  Conference 

Green  sburg  Church 
Hosts  Bake  Sale 

The  Hunger  Committee  of  the  Greensburg  United  Methodist 
Church  sponsored  a  bake  sale  in  front  of  the  Bank  of 
Greensburg  August  7. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Sara  Kent,  the  funds  raised  at  the 
sale  will  go  toward  world  hunger. 

The  special  committee  for  World  Hunger  has  raised  $450  to 
turn  in  to  the  conference. 

Eudora  Kent,  youth  delegate  to  Annual  Conference, 
presented  information  and  enthusiasm  for  the  projects  for 
world  hunger. 

The  Administrative  Board  will  set  a  goal  for  the  special 
committee  at  the  next  meeting 

The  Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church  is  also  working  to 
pledge  money  to  the  world  hunger  program  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District. 

The  district  will  arrange  for  a  student  to  be  brought  to  the 
United  States  to  train  at  Louisiana  State  University  to  return  to 
that  student’s  native  land  with  a  degree  to  help  the  natives  of 
the  country.  Students  for  the  program  are  interviewed  for  the 
program  by  the  district. 

First  Street  Church 
Ends  Pew  Rally 

The  Sanctuary  choir  of  the  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans  had  their  third  Annual  Pew  Rally. 

The  Rally  was  coordinated  under  the  auspices  of  Mable 
Stateman,  organist  of  the  choir,  as  a  fund-raising  project  for  the 
building  and  expansion  drive  for  the  149  year-old  church 

Upon  the  leadership  of  Violet  Jackson,  the  80-year-old  chair¬ 
man  for  this  year’s  activity,  and  her  co-chairman,  Iola  Collins, 
member  of  the  choir  collected  a  total  of  $1,246.  Jackson 
collected  over  $340  in  donations  on  her  own. 

Cleveland  Singers 
Sponsored  in  Gretna 

A  gospel  concert  featuring  internationally  known  composer, 
arranger  and  singer  the  Rev.  James  Cleveland  and  the 
Cleveland  Singers  of  Los  Angeles  was  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
congregations  of  the  Boynton  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Regular  Baptist  Church  of  Gretna. 

The  concert  began  with  two  selections  by  the  combined  choir 
of  both  churches. 

Several  local  artists  appeared  at  the  concert,  including  the 
Rev.  Jimmy  Olsen  of  Ama,  La.;  the  Thomas  Brown  New  Day 
Ensemble  of  Marrero,  La.;  and  the  Gospel  Soul  Children  of 
New  Orleans. 

The  two  congregations  often  work  together  on  various  church 
programs  but  none  have  been  of  the  same  consideration  as  the 
Cleveland  concert. 

Plans  are  underway  to  study  the  feasibility  of  making  the 
undertaking  an  annual  event. 

A  Note  from  The  Editors 

This  is  just  a  small  note  to  tell  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  that  this  is  your  newspaper  for  news  of 
Louisiana  Methodist. 

Articles,  information  and  pictures  are  always  welcome  and 
greatly  appreciated.  Black  and  white  pictures  are  preferred 
but  are  by  no  means  absolutely  necessary.  Any  photographs 
with  the  pertinent  information  are  appreciated. 

Stories  on  events  that  are  going  to  happen  should  be  mailed  to 
the  Conference  office  at  least  three  weeks  prior  to  the  date  of 
publication  desired.  This  time  gap  is  regrettable  but  necessary 
if  the  staff  of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  —  The  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  are  to  keep  members  of  the  conference 
informed  on  important  events. 

Please  send  all  material  for  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
to  the  Area  Offices  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821. 

The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland 
Editor 

Victor  M.  Andrews 
Associate  Editor 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  meet  at 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church 
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The  basis  for  one’s  faith  in  God 
must  go  beyond  ‘miraculous  relics’ 
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We  have  long  considered  the  Shroud  of 
Turin  to  be  an  interesting  and  mysterious 
phenomenon. 

Since  it  appears  to  bear  the  imprint  of 
a  crucified  Jew,  and  is  regarded  by  many 
to  be  the  shroud  in  which  the  body  of 
Jesus  was  wrapped  when  he  was  buried, 
we  readily  understand  the  symbolic  and 
sentimental  significance  many  people  at¬ 
tach  to  it. 

We  can  also  understand  the  curiosity 
it  has  raised  among  scientists,  who  have 
been  unable  to  determine  just  how  the 
bodily  imprint  was  made.  Nor  has  the 
scientific  community  been  able,  despite 
repeated  efforts,  either  to  prove  or 
disprove  the  shroud’s  authenticity. 

What  we  have  not  been  able  to  un¬ 
derstand,  however,  is  the  shroud’s 
positive  or  negative  religious  significance. 
What  is  it  about  this  shroud  which 
would  cause  a  theologian  to  mount  a 
soapbox  to  declare  that  the  most  recent 
discovery  related  to  the  shroud  “proves 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


its  authenticity  .  .  .  beyond  reasonable 
doubt,"  as  Loyola  University  professor 
Francis  L.  Filas  did  last  week? 

We  do  not  see  how  the  authenticity  of 
God’s  Self-revelation  in  Jesus  Christ 
would  be  enhanced  in  any  way  —  or 
demeaned  in  any  way  —  by  proof  of  the 
authenticity  —  or  lack  thereof  —  of  the 
Shroud  of  Turin  or  other,  similar 
religious  relics  about  which  miraculous 
claims  are  made. 

While  it  is  possible  that  some  persons 
might  be  persuaded  for  a  time  to  become 
Christians  on  the  basis  of  such  “proof,” 
we  believe  such  miraculous  relics 
provide  a  rather  flimsy  and  fleeting  basis 
for  one's  faith  in  God.  A  much  more 
trustworthy  basis  for  faith  is  recognition 
that  “God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the 
world  to  Himself”  —  not  just  through 
supernatural  events,  but  in  the  totality  of 
Jesus’  life,  death,  resurrection  and  con¬ 
tinued  presence  among  His  followers 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Being  a  ‘serious'  church  is  the  most  ft |v^,  ~ 
important  factor  in  church  growth 


By  WARREN  C.  HAMBY.  JR. 

In  1964,  membership  in  the  Methodist 
and  Evangelical  United  Brethren  churches 
stood  at  an  all-time  high  of  11,054,634. 
However,  during  the  decade  following 
their  union  in  1968,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  experienced  a  net  loss  of  over 
1  million  members.  Such  a  trend  is 
taking  place  in  many  other  “mainline” 
denominations  —  while  some  of  the  “con¬ 
servative,"  sectarian  denominations  are 
growing.  The  question  of  why  this  is  hap¬ 
pening  is  no  longer  new,  but  so  far  we 
have  failed  to  come  to  grips  with  it. 
Before  an  answer  is  sought,  we  should 
ask  whether  we  should  be  concerned 
about  membership  decline  and  why. 

If  membership  decline  creates  little 
alarm  among  some  United  Methodists, 
one  reason  is  that  we  wrongly  assume  it 
is  inevitable  in  a  “liberal”  denomination 
such  as  ours.  Not  long  ago,  Dean  Kelley 
wrote  a  book  entitled  “Why  Conservative 
Churches  are  Growing.”  Many  persons 
misconstrued  his  thesis  —  assuming  he 
meant  that  conservatism  is  necessary 
for  growth. 


Another  reason  some  persons  are  not 
alarmed  is  that  they  do  not  believe  that  a 
large  membership  is  necessarily  a  sign 
of  spiritual  health.  Persons  holding  this 
opinion  might  view  decline  as  a 
necessary  “weeding  out”  process, 
whereby  dissatisfied  or  conservative 
United  Methodists  switch  to  other 
denominations. 

If  membership  decline  is  to  concern  us, 
this  concern  must  be  deeper  than  for 
decline  in  numbers  only.  It  must  lie  in  the 
question  of  why  certain  individuals  are 
leaving.  Are  they  leaving  because  of 
theological  differences  or  because  their 
basic  spiritual  needs  are  not  being  met? 

In  a  recent  article,  Mr.  Kelley  wrote 
that  he  might  better  have  titled  his  book, 
“Why  Serious  Churches  are  Growing” 
because  the  word  “serious"  more  ac¬ 
curately  represents  what  he  meant. 
Perhaps  many  “mainline”  denomina¬ 
tions  are  reluctant  about  being  “serious” 
because  they  are  afraid  of  being  “con¬ 
servative.”  We  find  in  some  churches  a 
restraint  of  spontaneity,  a  lack  of  warmth, 
and  a  reluctance  to  share  what  a  commit- 


‘What  should  the  U.S.  do  about  threat  of  Russian  tanks?’ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  do  not  agree  with  your  editorial  con¬ 
cerning  the  neutron  warhead  (TM/UMR, 
August  21).  You  admitted  that  Russian 
tank  forces  in  Europe  are  a  very  real 
threat,  but  you  didn’t  say  what  you  think 
the  U.S.  should  do  to  meet  this  threat. 
Should  we  do  nothing?  Should  we  try  to 
match  them  tank  for  tank?  Should  we 
reduce  our  existing  number  of  tanks  so 
the  Russians  will  really  understand  we 
mean  them  no  harm? 

The  thrust  of  your  editorial  made  it 
sound  as  though  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  was  more  concerned  with 
symbolism  than  pragmatism  in  deciding 
to  build  the  neutron  devices.  You  con¬ 
tinually  played  up  references  to 
“weakness,”  knowing  this  would  have 
the  desired  effect  of  making  the  neutron 
decision  appear  to  be  a  ploy  on  the  part  of 
the  administration. 

If  it  were  simply  a  ploy  the  Russians 
wouldn’t  be  so  upset.  You  suggested  that 
the  Russians  might  respond  to  our 
neutron  warhead  with  one  of  their  own. 
Why  should  they?  It  would  be  a  waste  of 
money.  They  don’t  have  to  worry  about  a 
massive  invasion  of  U.S.  tanks.  They 
have  the  tanks ;  we  don’t. 

Actually,  the  threat  to  Europe  is 
probably  less  real  than  a  Soviet  threat  to 
China  or  the  Middle  East  in  the  late 
1980’s.  If  future  SALT  talks  result  in  a 
reduction  of  ICBM  expenditures  the 
Russians  would  be  able  to  finance  a 
massive  build-up  of  conventional  forces 
along  the  border  with  China  and  along 
the  border  with  Iran.  Unless,  of  course, 
one  believes  Russia  never  really  wanted 
to  have  a  big  army  in  the  first  place. 

What  would  the  U.S.  do  in  1988  if  the 
Russians  moved  into  China  or  Iran  the 
way  they  did  in  Afghanistan?  Launch  our 
ICBM’s?  Send  a  2000-man,  100-tank  rapid 
deployment  force?  In  my  opinion  we  will 
never  have  to  make  that  decision  so  long 
as  the  Soviets  know  we  have  the 
capability  of  stopping  an  armored  in¬ 
vasion  without  resorting  to  ICBM’s  or  an 
inadequate  tank  force. 

Ed  Sanders 

Brooklyn  Park,  Minnesota 

Bomb  deserves  careful 

study  by  all  Christians 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  editorial  on  the  neutron  bomb 
was  very  timely  and  should  be  helpful  to 
those  who  are  trying  to  decide  where 


Christians  should  become  involved  in  the 
quadrennial  program  “Peace  with 
Justice,”  voted  but  not  funded  by 
General  Conference. 

As  I  travel  around  my  conference  and 
in  other  regions,  I  find  a  great  hunger  for 
peace  and  a  desire  to  know  what 
Christians  can  and  should  be  doing. 
There  was  much  discussion  in  the  study 
on  “Europe:  Dimensions  of  Mission”  of 
the  part  the  churches  in  both  Eastern  and 
Western  Europe  have  played  in  the 
current  peace  movements.  The  questions 
of  scripture  were  examined  in  the  light  of 
today’s  dilemmas:  “What  did  Jesus 
mean  by  ‘peacemakers,’  by  ‘loving 
enemies,’  and  by  his  statement  to  Peter 
about  swords?” 

There  is  great  need  for  us  as  Christians 
to  get  our  act  together  on  the  basic  issues 
and  concerns  of  our  time.  I  am  referring 
to  the  great  economic  needs  of  this  coun¬ 
try  and  others  for  basic  necessities,  while 
trying  to  finance  exorbitant  amounts  for 
arms,  which  in  turn  are  exported  to  fuel 
the  conflicts  in  the  past  few  years  around 
the  world. 

How  can  we  build  a  strong  “defense” 
without  taking  the  food  and  health  care 
away  from  needy  people?  What  is 
“adequate”  provision  for  a  military  or 
police  force?  If  we  put  nuclear  bombs  in 
Europe,  are  we  defending  them  or  our¬ 
selves?  Does  the  answer  to  that  question 
imply  that  we  in  the  United  States  are  the 
most  important  people  in  the  world? 

We  need  to  understand  what  it  would 
mean  to  “reconcile  the  world  to  God,” 
and  be  about  that  task  —  speaking  to 
others  in  a  way  that  will  cause  them  to 
listen  and  to  think,  listening  to  them  in 
order  to  work  together  at  the  task  of 
building  peace.  Florence  Isaacs 

Medina,  Texas 

Christians  need  to  lead 
in  curtailing  arms  race 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Aug.  21  editorial  headlined 
“Logic  behind  U.S.’s  neutron  bomb 
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decision  is  threat  to  world  security”  is 
much  appreciated. 

The  Christian  community  does  indeed 
need  to  take  the  initiative  to  curtail  the 
arms  race  rather  than  escalating  it  by 
further  production  of  weapons  when  we 
already  have  sufficient  warheads  to 
destroy  the  world  many  times  over. 

William  K.  McElvaney 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Thinking,  praying  urged 

before  writing  editorials 

To  the  Editor: 

I  strongly  disagree  with  your  editorial 
opposing  the  neutron  bomb  in  the  August 
21  issue. 

You  are  short-sighted  and  obviously  a 
victim  of  Russian  propaganda. 

We  need  the  neutron  bomb!  How  can 
you  forget  the  six  million  Jews  who  were 
erased  during  World  War  II? 

That  could  happen  to  Christians  if  we 
are  not  ready  to  do  the  job  again. 

Please  do  a  little  thinking  and  praying 
before  you  write  such  an  editorial  in  the 
future.  Harold  Knight 

Southlake,  Texas 

Nuclear  war  too  important 
to  be  left  to  generals 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  applaud  you  for  your  editorial 
opposing  the  neutron  bomb  (TM/UMR, 
August  21).  As  the  conference  chair¬ 
person  for  the  World  Peace  with  Justice 
Task  Force,  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to 
be  a  peacemaker  in  a  time  of  emphasis 
on  military  preparedness. 

What  saddens  me  is  the  fact  that  many 
people  feel  we  have  a  most  “advanced” 
weapon  with  the  neutron  bomb,  as  it  kills 
people  but  does  not  destroy  property. 
Where  are  our  values?  Is  human  life  worth 
so  little?  Many  people  from  our  annual 
conference  (Rocky  Mountain)  have  pro¬ 
tested  at  the  Rocky  Flats  Nuclear  Weap¬ 
ons  Plant,  only  16  miles  from  Denver; 
components  of  the  neutron  bomb  are 
being  produced  at  this  plant.  However, 
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The  first  child’s  leaving 
home  tests  parents’  faith 


This  is  the  season  for  the  family  drama 
called  “first  child  goes  away  to  college.” 
Last  week  was  my  initiation  in  the 
parent’s  role  in  the  drama. 

The  drama  opens  with  mother  and  son 
collecting  his  gear  for  his  move  to  the 
university. 

“Where’s  my  white  armadillo  shirt? 

“Did  you  remember  your  magna  light? 
Are  you  taking  your  camera?  This  box  is 
heavy  enough  to  hold  Fort  Knox ;  what  on 
earth  is  in  here?” 

“Oh,  just  some  physics  and  math 
reference  books  and  stuff  I  need;  where’s 
my  football?” 

Small  talk  denies  the  undertow  of 
deeper  feelings,  worries,  and  fears  which 
hurl  both  together  toward  the  breaking 
moment. 

I  watch  as  he  takes  leave  of  room  and 
house  and  siblings  and  neighborhood. 
And  then  the  scene  changes. 

“The  journey”  begins  in  early  morning 
filled  with  my  foreboding  about  what  lies 
ahead.  What  will  it  be  like  for  him  in  the 
new  place?  Will  there  be  good  com¬ 
panions?  Will  he  be  strong  enough  to 
make  the  transition  to  a  new  life  apart 
from  the  family?  Will  the  church  be 
there?  Will  his  faith  shrivel  or  grow? 

Desires  are  tom  between  wanting  the 
long  drive  to  be  over  and  wanting  it  never 
to  end.  We  arrive. 

Friendly  faces,  warm  smiles,  helping 
hands,  knowledgeable  upperclassmen  and 
advisors  quickly  dispel  our  apprehen¬ 
sions. 

The  moment  has  come.  A  new  life  is 
beginning  for  our  son.  Mom  and  Dad 
linger  —  not  wanting  the  moment  to  pass 
too  quickly  —  savoring  the  joy  of  a  child 
grown  and  on  his  own,  but  discovering 
the  sadness  of  acknowledging  we  won’t 
have  him  present  in  the  family  circle 
daily. 

We  drive  away  and  begin  our  own  jour¬ 
ney,  conversing  about  the  experience.  I 
tell  my  husband,  “It  really  was  a  lot  like 
his  first  day  of  school  —  new  place,  new 
faces,  new  schedule,  new  challenges  and 


Ms.  Mielke 
except  then  he 


interests  for  him 
always  was  back.” 

He  responds,  “It’s  not  like  he’s  never 
been  gone  from  home  before;  its  just  the 
emptiness  of  not  having  him  here  to  talk 
to  and  work  beside  me.  It’s  just  not  the 
same  and  it  won’t  ever  be  again.” 

I  reply,  “He  seems  to  be  really  excited 
and  happy  ;  that  makes  me  happy,  too." 

We  almost  simultaneously  recalled  our 
affirmation  18  years  ago  of  the  words  by 
the  Lebanese  Christian  poet  Kahlil 
Gibran  in  “The  Prophet”  “On  children” : 
Your  children  are  not  your  children. 

They  are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  life’s 
longing  for  itself. 

They  come  through  you  but  not  from  you, 
And  though  they  are  with  you  yet  they 
belong  not  to  you. 

You  may  give  them  your  love  but  not 
your  thoughts, 

For  they  have  their  own  thoughts. 

You  may  house  their  bodies  but  not  their 
souls, 

For  their  souls  dwell  in  the  house  of 
tomorrow, 

which  you  cannot  visit,  not  even  in 
your  dreams. 

You  may  strive  to  be  like  them,  but  seek 
not  to  make  them 
like  you. 

For  Life  goes  not  backward  nor  tarries 
with  yesterday. 

You  are  the  bows  from  which  your 
children  as  living  arrows 
are  sent  forth. 

The  archer  seeks  the  mark  upon  the  path 
of  the  infinite, 

and  He  bends  you  with  His  might  that 
His  arrows  may 
go  swift  and  far. 

Let  your  bending  in  the  archer’s  hand  be 
for  gladness: 

For  even  as  He  loves  the  arrow  that  flies, 
so  He  loves  also  the  bow  that  is  stable. 

Sounds  good,  Gibran.  One  arrow  is  shot 
from  the  quiver.  The  bow  has  passed  the 
painful  test  even  as  it  is  readied  for  the 
next.  So  be  it. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


too  few  people  know  of  our  area’s  involve¬ 
ment  with  this  most  demonic  weapon. 

Our  small  task  force  cannot  do  much  in 
our  conference  unless  we  get  support.  I 
urge  all  of  you  to  support  your  con¬ 
ference  Task  Forces  on  Peace  with 
Justice,  a  special  program  for  our  1980-84 
Quadrennium.  We  need  your  prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service.  We  can  no 
longer  say  that  nuclear  war  will  never 
happen,  if  we  continue  to  build  up  our  for¬ 
ces.  The  Russians  are  not  seeing  or 
hearing  an  example  to  be  followed  by  our 
deploying  the  neutron  bomb.  Let  the 
United  States  take  the  first  step;  for  it  is 
our  country  that  dropped  the  bombs  that 
devastated  Japan,  not  the  Russians. 

“There  is  no  peace,”  says  the  Lord, 
“for  the  wicked.”  (Is.  48:22)  We  all  need 
to  look  into  our  hearts  first  before  we  can 
seek  peace  for  our  nation.  Each  of  us 
should  “wage”  peace.  Nuclear  war  and 
its  preparation  are  too  important  to  be 
left  to  the  generals.  May  each  of  us  ex¬ 
perience  peace  and  no  more  war  in  our 
lifetimes.  Letitia  Smith 

Pueblo,  Colorado 

UMC  unknowingly 
supports  the  Soviet  line 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  editorial  on 
the  neutron  “bomb”  that  appeared  in  the 
Aug.  21  issue. 

Being  against  the  neutron  “bomb”  is 
tantamount  to  being  pro-tank  Soviet 
style. 

If  the  Afghanistan  troops  had  been  sup¬ 
plied  with  this  type  of  anti-tank  weapon, 
they  would  have  possessed  the  means  to 
repel  the  Soviet  tanks  that  invaded  their 
country.  Similarly,  this  weapon  could  be 
used  by  NATO  countries  to  deter  the 
rolling  of  Soviet  tanks  across  their  bor¬ 
ders. 

Why  be  so  against  this  weapon  when  it 
would  be  so  effective  against  a  force  of 
invading  armored  tanks?  Are  you  FOR 
successful  invasions  by  these  vehicles  of 
aggression  and  death? 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  been 
listening  (unknowingly?)  to  so  many 
people  that  spew  forth  policies  favorable 
to  the  Soviet  Union,  that  for  decades  now 
it  has  been  supporting  and  propagan¬ 
dizing  the  Soviet  line.  This  has 
drastically  affected  my  contributions  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  I  have 
become  ever  so  careful  in  recent  years  to 
make  sure  that  all  of  my  financial 
donations  go  for  local  church  projects 
and  that  none  of  them  go  to  the  support  of 
the  agencies  that  would  filter  the  money 
to  the  leftist-influenced  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  ^5^  q.  Sappington 

Camp  Springs,  Maryland 

Editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  want  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  editorial  opposing  the  neutron 
bomb  in  the  August  21  issue  of  the  Repor- 
ter-  J.  Gary  Blaine 

Tampa,  Florida 

Bishop  Cola  w  is  talking 

about  a  ‘Church  Club’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  in  his  “Here 
I  Stand”  article  headlined  “Our  church’s 
roll  is  a  ‘responsibility  list’  of  those  for 
whom  we  exercise  care”  in  the  August  14 
issue  of  the  Reporter  is  not  talking  about 
a  "church.”  He  is  talking  about  a  “Church 
Club,”  and  he  can  have  it! 

Charles  R.  Elswick 
Martin,  Kentucky 

Tw  o  Reporter  articles 
worth  ‘price  of  admission 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  “My  Witness”  article  headlined 
“Listening  to  ‘the  little  voice’  can  bring 
many  blessings  to  neighbors  and  self” 
and  your  editorial  headlined  “Using 
‘biblical  prophecy’  to  predict  ‘end-time’ 
distorts  Bible’s  message"  are  both 
timely  and  helpful.  These  two  articles 
are  worth  the  "price  of  admission”  for 
our  whole  year’s  subscription  to  the 
Reporter. 

Paul  M.  Niswander 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Ms.  Burleigh’s  witness 

made  an  impression 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  spelndid  and  in¬ 
spiring  “My  Witness”  column  by  Anna 
Burleigh  headlined  “Listening  to  ‘the  lit¬ 
tle  voice’  can  bring  many  blessings  to 
neighbor  and  self”  (TM/UMR,  August 
7).  It  reminded  me  of  a  sermon  I  heard 
many  years  ago  in  which  the  pastor 
spoke  of  "the  temptation  to  do  good” 
which  is  often  easier  to  resist  than  the 
temptation  to  do  evil.  If  the  Rev.  John 
McKelvey,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Lans- 
downe,  Pennsylvania,  United  Methodist 
Church  is  reading  this,  he  will  know  he 
made  quite  an  impression  that  Sunday  in 
1946! 

Anna  Burleighs’s  witness  has  done  the 
same.  Thank  you. 

Dorothy  M.  Tarabochia 
Vera  Beach,  Florida 

Technology  of  computers 

can  be  an  aid  to  church 
To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  your  recent  article  on 
computers  and  churches  (TM/UMR. 
July  24).  It’s  interesting  to  learn  that 
more  churches  are  using  new  technology 
to  enhance  their  ministry. 

Certainly  the  cost  factor  Would  be  a 
problem  to  many  congregations. 
However,  you  did  not  emphasize  a 
possible  answer  to  this  problem.  With  the 
burgeoning  sales  of  microcomputers, 
many  churches  may  have  computers  in 
the  congregation  already.  While  they  are 
not  as  sophisticated  as  their  bigger 
relatives,  microcomputers  can  enable  a 
church  to  take  a  first  small  step  to  see 
how  computing  can  help  the  church  to 
serve  the  community.  And  if  the 
computer  belongs  to  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  there’s  another  chance  for 
increased  stewardship  from  church 
members ! 

We  at  Community  UMC  in  Fairfield 
are  taking  a  first  small  step  using  an 
Apple  computer  belonging  to  a  church 
member  (who  happens  to  be  me),  and  a 
commercially  available  data  base 
management  system.  I’m  sure  there  are 
other  churches  doing  the  same  thing;  I 
would  enjoy  hearing  from  them. 

After  all,  when  the  mysterious  aura  of 
technology  is  removed  from  the 
computer,  cannot  it  be  another  tool  to 
help  the  church  with  its  work  in  an 
increasingly  complex  age? 

John  Coleman 
Fairfield,  California 


Mr.  Hamby 
ment  to  Christ  really  means,  because 
members  wrongly  assume  that  if  they 
are  serious  about  their  mission  and  show 
true  joy  in  a  commitment  to  Christ, 
stereotypical  “conservatism”  is  a  part  of 
the  package. 

There  is  evidence  that  the  decline  of 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  does  not  represent  a  weeding  out 
of  conservatives  who  transfer  to  other 
denominations.  According  to  Warren 
Hartman’s  1976  study  of  growth  and 
decline  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
while  membership  declined  by  over  a 
million  between  1964  and  1974,  the  rates 
of  death  and  transfer  to  other 
denominations  did  not  significantly  in¬ 
crease  during  that  decade.  The  decline 
can  be  attributed  to  an  increase  in 
removals  by  charge  conference  action 
and  a  decrease  in  new  members  on 
profession  of  faith.  This  evidence 
suggests  that  we  are  too  often  failing  to 
meet  the  needs  of  our  present  membership, 
and  we  are  not  reaching  out  to  potential 
members  in  a  compelling  manner. 

Another  interesting  finding  of  Hart¬ 
man’s  concerned  the  reasons  given  by 
some  people  who  had  left  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  When  respondents 
were  asked  why  they  left  the  answer 
most  frequently  given  was  "lack  of  love 
and  acceptance."  The  answer,  “too 
liberal”  or  “too  conservative"  was  no 
higher  than  the  fourth  most  frequent  an¬ 
swer.  Love  and  acceptance  can  not  be 
identified  with  any  particular  theological 
persuasion,  but  they  are  at  the  heart  of 
the  Christian  gospel. 

One  question  remains  unanswered: 
Just  what  does  it  mean  to  be  serious, 
joyful,  enthusiastic,  and  to  show  love? 
What  specific  strategies  should  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  adopt  in  order  to 
improve  these  areas?  *We  have  not 
adequately  confronted  this  question  as 
long  as  we  have  assumed  that  one  must 
be  “conservative”  to  be  committed.  In 
the  past,  the  church  thought  it  had  the  an¬ 
swer  —  revivals  with  authoritarian  and 
emotional  preaching,  demanding  strict 
acceptance  of  doctrine.  Later  some 
liberals  calling  themselves  “secular 
theologians”  claimed  the  answer  was  the 
total  disregard  of  the  supernatural  and 
mysterious  elements  of  faith.  Both 
solutions  have  little  to  do  with  the  true 
gospel  message. 

A  new  strategy  for  ministry  cannot  be 
mapped  out  in  this  brief  article.  I  just 
want  to  make  the  reader  think  about  an 
old  question  from  a  new  perspective.  In 
doing  so,  we  might  find  that  frightening 
changes  are  necessary.  But  let  us  retain 
our  tradition  of  theological  pluralism. 
Let  us  look  beyond  theology  into  the 
heart  of  the  gospel  message  itself. 

"Here  I  Stand’’  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Warren  C. 
Hamby  Jr.,  is  an  assistant  professor  of 
sociology  and  anthropology  at  the 
University  of  Montevallo  in  Montevallo, 
Alabama. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  800  member- 
families  of  the  Lehman  Memorial  UMC 
in  Hatboro.  Pennsylvania  (Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference)  and  approximately 
300  member-families  of  the  Roscoe,  Illinois 
( Northern  Illinois  Conference ) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Hatboro  and 
Roscoe  we  say  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative. 
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Celebrate... 
one  faith! 

WORLD  COMMUNION  SUNDAY 


October  4,  1981 

A  festival  —  celebrating  one  faith  in  Christ  An  open  com¬ 
mitment  to  his  church  and  mission  Our  sharing  —  of  the  cup 
and  the  loaf  and  in  these  specialized  ministries  CRUSADE 
SCHOLARS  •  ETHNIC  MINORITY  SCHOLARS  •  ETHNIC 
MINORITY  •  IN-SERVICE  TRAINING 
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Order  yoar  World  Communion  materials  today: 
United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201 
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Bible  study  brings  crowd 

Observers  say  bishops'  emphasis  aps  interest 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ill.  -  Nearly  700 
United  Methodists  (about  half  were 
ministers)  jammed  into  Wesley  UMC 

•  here  last  week  for  a  Bible  conference. 

Several  observers  couldn’t  remember 

•  when  so  many  persons  from  the  Central 

•  Illinois  Annual  Conference  had  attended 
a  session  focusing  on  the  Bible. 

'  ‘This  probably  is  three  to  four  times  as 
many  people  as  most  Bible  conferences 
around  here  have  drawn,”  said  the  Rev. 
Fred  W.  Norman  of  Galva.  “It  is  really 
something  to  get  so  many  people  to  take 
a  whole  Tuesday  off  —  especially  all  the 
ministers  just  before  Rally  Day.”  Most 
persons  made  round-trip  journeys  of  two 
to  six  hours  for  the  one-day  session. 

Why  the  extra  interest?  Well-known, 
good  speakers  helped,  Mr.  Norman  said, 
but  the  main  reason  was  the  steady  em¬ 
phasis  on  Bible  study  from  the 
denomination’s  bishops  since  the  1980 
General  Conference.  Several  others  in  at¬ 
tendance  agreed. 

The  45  active  bishops  each  pledged  last 
year  to  work  in  their  own  conferences  to 
prod  their  ministers  toward  more 
teaching  and  preaching  specifically 
related  to  the  Bible. 

Throughout  the  denomination  this 
season,  bishops  are  calling  ministers  un¬ 
der  their  supervision  together  for  various 
kinds  of  Bible  study.  (See  TM/UMR, 
March  20). 

The  Bible  conference  in  Bloomington 
was  one  of  those  efforts  as  was  one  a  day 
earlier  in  the  smaller  Southern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  where  nearly  300  — 
mostly  lay  persons  —  attended.  Both  con¬ 
ferences  are  in  the  episcopal  area  of 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp. 

Whipping  up  enthusiasm 

The  bishop  and  two  guest  lecturers 
spent  the  day  explaining  why  increased 
emphasis  on  the  Bible  is  necessary, 
demonstrating  some  methods  of  biblical 
teaching  and  generally  whipping  up  en¬ 
thusiasm  about  the  richness  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures  by  tossing  up  some  of  their  favorite 


Biblical  nuggets. 

Most  participants,  when  asked,  said 
the  conference  excited  them.  Many  said 
new  Bible  studies  are  starting  this  fall  in 
their  churches.  A  few  were  like  one 
woman  who  doubted  her  congregation 
will  change  its  non-Bible-reading  ways. 

One  criticism  voiced  privately  and  in  a 
question-answer  session  by  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  people  was  that  the  bishop  and  two 
speakers  were  not  sufficiently  “con¬ 
servative”  in  their  interpretation  of  the 
Bible. 

Disagreement  is  destined  to  occur  any 
time  persons  study  the  Bible  together,  in¬ 
dicated  Bible  lecturers  Dr.  Robert 
Jewett  and  Dr.  Harrell  Beck.  A  serious 
study  will  reveal  people  in  the  Bible 
disagreeing  also,  they  said. 

Dr.  Beck  of  UM-related  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology  showed  how  basic 
themes  of  some  Old  Testament  books 
disagree  with  the  themes  of  other  books. 
The  Old  Testament  “doesn’t  say,  ‘This  is 
the  way  it  is’  but  ‘These  are  ways  to  think 
—  work  out  your  own  faith.’  ” 

Dr.  Jewett  of  UM-related  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
provided  a  study  of  Romans,  the  overall 
theme  of  which  he  said  is  a  call  for 
tolerance.  He  said  Paul  was  faced  with 
Christians  who  were  claiming  two  dif¬ 
ferent  methods  of  salvation.  Paul 
told  them  to  accept  that  the  "con¬ 
servative”  Jewish  Christians  and  the 
“liberal”  Gentile  Christians  both  were 
right,  he  said. 

Tolerance  needed  in  studies 

Persons  engaging  in  Bible  study  should 
have  the  tolerance  to  say,  “We  will  live 
with  my  partial  answers  and  your  partial 
answers  while  God’s  eternal  truth 
remains,”  Dr.  Jewett  advised.  “Liberal” 
and  “conservative”  interpreters  need  to 
study  together  so  they  can  benefit  from 
each  other,  he  said. 

Bishop  Hodapp,  president  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
issued  a  stern  appeal  for  the  ministers  to 
fall  in  line  behind  the  bishops’  Bible  em¬ 
phasis  : 


“We  are  not  a  biblically  reading  and 
immersed  people  who  really  live  the 
scripture.  We’ve  spent  so  much  time 
debating  which  is  most  important  —  the 
social  or  the  evangelical  —  for  the  last 
two  or  three  decades  that  we  haven’t 
done  much  of  either. 

“I  see  no  better  way  to  turn  away  from 
that  than  through  a  renewed  emphasis  on 
and  appreciation  of  the  scriptures  which 
calls  us  once  again  to  our  roots.” 

The  power  of  scripture  is  evident  when 
one  studies  the  lust  for  freedom  that  has 
risen  within  Africans  and  Latin 
Americans  “in  the  present  generation” 
after  the  scriptures  were  made  available 
to  them,  the  bishop  said.  “They  don’t 
waste  their  time  debating  (which  aspect  is 
most  important  in  Christianity).  They  see 
the  whole  Gospel  for  the  whole  person.” 

United  Methodists  who  truly  study  the 
scriptures  cannot  escape  the  demand  for 
justice  throughout  them,  he  said. 
Neither  can  they  “read  the  books  of 
Ruth,  Jonah  and  Acts  and  be  content  to 
remain  within  a  sanctuary”  instead  of 
being  an  evangelistic  people. 

Persons  must  look  no  farther  than  their 
own  TVs  to  discover  the  ominous  threat 
of  biblical  illiteracy,  Bishop  Hodapp 
said.  On  TV,  one  finds  more  and  more 
people  giving  a  “rather  distorted,  sim¬ 
plistic  interpretation  of  the  scriptures.” 
United  Methodists  cannot  counteract 
that  without  knowing  the  scriptures 
themselves,  he  said. 

Not  every  United  Methodist  who  quotes 
scripture  and  “can  recite  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  frontwards  and  backwards” 
is  a  biblical  person,  Dr.  Beck  cautioned. 
The  Bible  needs  to  be  understood  as  a 
total  package,  he  said,  and  a  biblical  per¬ 
son  will  study  all  of  it  and  live  the  essen¬ 
tial  truths  of  the  scriptures. 

Dr.  Beck  told  the  ministers  that  they 
should  concentrate  more  time  on 
teaching  the  Bible  than  on  preaching  it: 
“The  future  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
depends  on  whether  we  get  down  out  of 
the  pulpit  where  almost  nobody  con¬ 
tradicts  you  and  into  the  classroom 
where  they  almost  always  do.  ’ ' 
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'He y,  God ,  you  do  good  work 
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By  JOHN  DART 
Special  to  Religious  News  Service 
PASADENA,  Calif.  (RNS)  -  The 
Voyager  2  flight  past  Saturn,  like 
previous  camera-bearing  space 
probes  through  the  solar  system,  sent 
back  pictures  staggering  in  scope, 
beauty  and  mysterious  intricacy. 

The  sights  and  finds  might  be 
capable  of  inspiring  religious  feelings. 

Religion  is  not  a  common  topic, 
however,  among  scientists  who  work 
at  the  Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory  or 
assemble  periodically  at  this  science 
center. 

The  work  setting  is  an  analytic, 
problem-solving  —  though  not 
humorless  —  atmosphere  which  does 
not  naturally  lead  to  discussions  of 
God,  Creation  and  faith. 

The  wonders  encountered  in  ex¬ 
ploring  “the  heavens”  tend  not  to 
alter  the  existing  perspectives  of  the 
many  non-religious  scientists  or  the 


believing  minority,  recent  interviews 
indicated. 

"The  excitement  which  we  have  is 
very,  very  real  .  .  .  understanding 
something’  we  didn’t  understand 
before,”  said  physicist  A1  Hibbs,  a 
television-wise  interpreter  of  lunar, 
Venetian,  Martian,  Jovian  and  Satur¬ 
nian  space  probes. 

But  the  order  and  design  of  the  solar 
system  and  beyond  do  not  provide 
compelling  evidence  or  even  an  in¬ 
dication  of  a  Supreme  Being  for  Mr. 
Hibbs  and  many  others. 

Donald  Lynn,  deputy  science 
manager  for  the  Voyager  probes,  said 
the  fly-bys  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn  were 
notable  for  their  show  of  beauty  and 
additions  of  yet  more  pieces  to  the 
solar  system  puzzle. 

“What  does  this  do  for  your 
relationship  with  God?"  he  said, 
rephrasing  a  question.  A  self- 
described  regular  Mass-goer,  Mr. 


Lynn  said,  “I  think  I  have  a  good 
relationship  with  God.  This  just 
enhances  my  appreciation.” 

His  reaction  to  Voyager  sights,  Mr. 
Lynn  said,  is  similar  to  those  he  has 
when  he  views  an  unusual  sunrise  or 
sunset:  “Hey,  God,  you  do  good  work.” 

To  statements  from  non-believing 
scientists  that  belief  in  God  goes 
beyond  any  evidence,  Mr.  Lynn  said, 
“We  don’t  have  the  option  of  not  going 
any  further."  He  said  he  couldn't  stop 
at  the  limits  of  human  knowledge. 
"We  are  really  very  ignorant”  about 
such  ultimate  things,  he  said. 

Mr.  Lynn  said  he  has  never  felt  the 
slightest  tinge  of  treading  where 
science  should  not  tread  —  either 
through  the  unmanned  space  probes 
or  in  the  detailed  studies  of  the  Shroud 
of  Turin.  ( see  editorial  on  page  2 ) . 

“God  has  given  us  intelligence  and 
the  curiosity  for  knowledge,”  he  said. 


‘Pro-life’  rally  targets  preachers,  Reagan,  O’Connor 


PHOENIX,  Ariz.  —  Sandra  Day 
O'Connor,  51,  above,  a  judge  on  the 
Arizona  Court  of  Appeals,  was 
nominated  by  President  Reagan  to  serve 
on  the  Supreme  Court.  Because  of  her 
alleged  opposition  to  anti-abortion 
interests  while  earlier  serving  as  an 
Arizona  legislator,  considerable 
resistance  to  her  confirmation  has  arisen 
from  the  Moral  Majority,  National  Right 
to  Life  Committee  and  other 
organizations  opposed  to  abortion. 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  The  eventual  pressure 
point  of  the  “Rally  for  Life”  sponsored 
here  Sept.  3  by  “The  Roundtable”  may 
prove  not  to  be  the  announced  target, 
Supreme  Court-nominee  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor,  or  her  nominator,  President 
Reagan.  Rather,  the  eventual  target  may 
be  America’s  preachers. 

The  fieriest  condemnation  from  the 
fieriest  speakers  —  all  preachers  —  was 
hurled  at  preachers. 

“Moral  Majority”  leader  Jerry 
Falwell  said  that  “America’s  national 
sin  is  abortion  .  .  .  and  the  preachers 
must  assume  some  responsibility.” 
Then,  in  what  he  called  a  “pep  talk  to 
preachers,”  he  declared,  “If  we  could 
get  100,000  preachers  unsheathed  for  the 
rights  of  the  unborn,  not  a  politician 
would  dare  stand  against  us.” 

Texas  evangelist  James  Robison 
called  the  pro-life  movement  “the  most 
unselfish  movement  in  America."  Then, 
to  one  of  the  long  evening’s  many 
standing  ovations  by  the  4,000  present  — 
The  Roundtable  had  announced  it 


expected  12,000  —  he  thundered,  “Our 
cry  must  reach  the  White  House  on 
behalf  of  those  who  cannot  cry.  Abortion 
.  .  .  must  .  .  .  stop  .  .  .  NOW!  .  .  .  It’s  the 
preachers’  fault,  the  silent  pulpits  in 
America.  If  we  wake  up  the  pulpits  of 
America  we  can  stop  the  slaughter  and 
bloodshed.” 

The  rally’s  final  speaker,  the  Rev.  E. 
V.  Hill,  a  self-identified  Negro  Baptist 


that  one  of  three  things  had  led  to  the 
O’Connor  nomination:  ( 1 )  she  herself  has 
changed  from  what  the  “pro-life 
conservatives”  view  as  her  pro-abortion 
record  during  her  1970s  service  in  the 
Arizona  senate;  (2)  the  President  was 
given  incomplete  and  incorrect 
information  by  his  aides  about  Judge 
O’Connor’s  background,  or  (3)  the 
President  has  gone  back  on  his  reported 


from  Los  Angeles,  thundered  even  louder  promise  to  appoint  only  “pro-life” 


than  Mr.  Robison  as  he  concluded,  “The 
alternatives  to  pills  and  contraceptives 
must  be  preached  from  our  pulpits.” 

Message  for  Reagan 

But  this  rally  was  not  called  primarily 
to  castigate  preachers.  Rather,  its 
purpose,  according  to  advance 
materials,  was  to  “be  a  specific,  visible 
call”  to  President  Reagan  “to  help 
provide  leadership  to  the  pro-life,  pro- 
family  movement.” 

Only  two  of  more  than  a  dozen 
speakers  declared  their  outright  anger 
with  the  President  or  denounced  his 
nomination  of  Judge  O’Connor.  The  more 
typical  tone  of  the  rally  was  speculation 


‘Pro-choice  ’ supporters  counter  rally 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
and  SHARON  MIELKE 

DALLAS  —  Approximately  250  persons 
from  this  area  gathered  outside  the 
Convention  Center  and  later  at  a  city 
park  in  support  of  what  they  called  a 
“pro-choice”  stance  on  legalized 
abortion.  Men  and  women  marched  in  a 
circle,  carrying  signs  and  chanting 
“Keep  abortion  safe  and  legal,”  and  “not 
the  church,  not  the  state  —  women  must 
decide  their  fate.” 

The  keynote  speaker  at  the  counter- 
rally  was  Bill  Baird,  the  president  of  the 
Parents  Aid  Society  who  is  sometimes 
called  “the  father  of  the  abortion 
movement”  because  he  opened  the 
nation’s  first  abortion  clinic  and  birth 
control  center  in  1965. 

Mr.  Baird  criticized  participants  at  the 
"Rally  for  Life”  as  being  “religious 
bigots.”  He  said  they  are  using  the 
mantle  of  religion  to  attempt  to  block  the 
nomination  of  Arizona  Judge  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor  to  the  Supreme  Court.  He 
described  them  as  “political  wolves  in 
sheep’s  clothing.” 

“What  happened  to  the  principles  of 
this  country  that  say  a  federal  judge  is 
supposed  to  be  unbiased,”  Mr.  Baird 
asked.  “It  infuriates  me  that  a  Supreme 
Court  nominee  is  being  asked  to  prejudge 
how  she  would  vote  on  a  single  issue  — 
abortion  —  before  she  is  considered  an 
acceptable  candidate.” 

Members  of  several  women’s 
organizations  carried  their  babies  and 
held  their  children’s  hands  as  they 
carried  signs  which  read  “every  child  a 
wanted  child.” 

A  group  of  five  prominent  Dallas/Fort 
Worth  area  ministers  who  said  they  felt 
obligated  to  “bear  a  witness”  but  didn’t 
want  to  either  picket  or  stage  a  counter- 
rally,  called  a  press  conference  to  let  the 
public  know  that  not  all  Christians  share 
the  views  of  the  “New  Religious  Right.” 

The  group  of  Protestant  ministers  said 
they  represent  a  middle  ground  between 
the  “Rigid  Right”  which  would  ban  the 
option  of  abortion  in  all  cases,  and  “God- 
denying  secularism”  which  would 
support  abortion-on-demand. 

The  Rev.  Walker  Railey  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  said  he 
shares  the  belief  of  the  “New  Religious 
Right"  that  “religion  can  and  must 


impact  every  aspect  of  life .  ’  ’ 

But  he  said  the  “New  Religious 
Right’s”  method  of  merging  religious 
and  political  concerns  disturbs  him  and 
the  other  ministers. 

The  Rev.  Albert  Penny  backer  of 
University  Christian  Church  in  Fort 
Worth  said  “there  must  be  interaction 
between  the  realm  of  the  citizen  and  the 
realm  of  faith,  but  we’ve  got  to  keep 
both  realms  clearly  defined.” 

“I  am  deeply  troubled  when  religion 
and  politics  become  so  inseparably 
meshed  that  the  bottom  line  appears  to 
be  the  conferral  of  Christian  baptism  on 
any  particular  political  ideology,”  said 
the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Asked  whether  he  had  ever 
participated  in  urging  his  members  to 
political  action,  Dr.  Pennybacker  said 
“I’m  all  for  political  participation  but  not 
from  the  pulpit.” 

The  Rev.  John  Anderson  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Dallas  said  he 
would  tell  members  they  ought  to  show 
concern  about  an  issue,  but  he  would  not 
try  to  tell  them  how  to  vote  or  what  side 
to  take. 

He  and  the  others  said  they  have 


confidence  in  our  nation’s  Constitutional 
processes  —  whether  they  be 
nominations  for  the  Supreme  Court  or 
other  issues. 

Commenting  on  the  success  of  Moral 
Majority  and  related  movements,  Dr. 
Railey  said  “their  success  points  to  a 
spiritual  hunger  in  this  country."  He  also 
indicted  himself  along  with  millions  of 
other  mainline  Christians  for  their 
silence  on  issues.  He  said  this  “silence 
has  seduced  the  New  Right  into  believing 
falsely  that  they  speak  for  all  —  or  most 
—  Christians.” 

On  the  question  of  abortion.  Dr. 
Anderson  said  the  issue  has  been 
oversimplified  and  that  it  seems  absurd 
to  him  that  Constitutional  rights  are 
being  proposed  for  a  fetus  when  the  rights 
of  women  aren’t  even  mentioned  in  the 
Constitution. 

The  ministers  characterized 
themselves  as  “both  pro-choice  and  pro- 
life”  —  decrying  the  excessive  number  of 
abortions  being  performed  —  but 
supporting  the  position  that  “there  are 
situations  where  an  abortion  might  be 
the  most  human  and  healing  of  options: 
like  when  the  mother’s  life  is  in  danger  or 
in  situations  of  rape  or  incest.” 


persons  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Political  strategizing  played  almost  as 
big  a  role  in  the  rally  as  did  pulpit 
proclamation.  One  strategist,  claiming 
the  device  of  “speaking”  directly  to  the 
White  House,  called  on  the 
administration,  “Don’t  believe  that  the 
Christian  right  has  no  place  else  to  go 
We  can’t  win  an  election  but  we  can  lose 
one  for  you.” 

Still  another  strategist,  asked  by  a 
reporter  why  the  so-called  New  Right 
seems  to  have  had  so  little  influence  on 
the  White  House,  answered,  “The 
Republican  Party  is  made  up  mostly  of 
country  club  members  who  don’t 
understand  this  movement.  But  I’ll  give 
President  Reagan  credit;  when  he 
makes  a  decision  (O’Connor  nomination) 
he  sticks  to  it.” 

The  Religious  Roundtable  describes 
itself  as  a  coalition  of  “national  leaders” 
and  organizations  “who  have  one 
concern  —  the  moral  rebirth  of 
America.”  It  lists  at  least  seven  “basic 
moral  issues”  including  support  for  the 
American  family,  freedom  of  worship, 
and  the  elimination  of  pornography.  But 
abortion  almost  exclusively  captured 
this  rally’s  attention. 

Mr.  Falwell  made  his  priority  clear:  “I 
have  not  come  here  to  be  crowned  or  to 
oppose  Judge  O’Connor  or  to  preach  a 
long  sermon  (he  spoke  22  minutes).  I 
have  come  to  join  those  committed  to  the 
sanctity  of  human  life.  America’s 
national  sin  is  abortion.  And  I  believe 
God  will  judge  America,  possibly  with 
Soviet  missiles,  unless  we  put  an  end  to 
this  biological  holocaust.” 

Roundtable  President  Ed  McAteer’s 
priority  likewise  was  clear.  In  a 
prepared  statement  he  said,  "We  have 
gathered  to  send  a  message  to  the  elected 
and  appointed  officials  of  our  beloved 
country  .  .  .  you  sirs  and  madams  are 
woefully  out  of  step  with  the  moral 
concerns  of  grassroots  Americans, 
especially  on  the  issue  of  the  slaughter  of 


the  innocents ...” 

The  phrase  “intellectual  barbarians” 
was  used  in  two  documents  —  one  Mr. 
McAteer’s  statement  and  one  in  a 
document  titled  "In  Defense  of  the 
Constitution.”  Mr.  McAteer  said  that  the 
latter  statement  was  being  posted  that 
same  day  in  federal  courthouses  in  all 
50  states. 

Federal  judges  focus  of  attack 

The  document  describes  federal  judges 
as  "born-again  Ayatollahs  of  Paganism 
(who)  have  established  their  religion  of 
Paganism  upon  us,  imposing  its 
barbarisms  and  corruptions,  demanding 
the  modem  materialistic  gods  of 
consumerism  and  careerism  be  sated 
with  children’s  blood.” 

The  document  then  announces  The 
Roundtable  seeks:  (1)  an  end  to  life 
tenure  for  federal  judges;  (2)  limiting 
jurisdiction  of  federal  courts  and  (3)  an 
overturning  of  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  of  1973  known  as  Roe  vs.  Wade 
which  its  critics  claim  permits  abortion 
on  demand. 

The  document  was  read  aloud 
immediately  following  an  address  by 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Schlafly,  president  of  the 
Eagle  Forum  and  a  national  anti-ERA 
leader.  Applause  greeted  her  saying, 
“The  nomination  (of  Judge  O’Connor) 
may  be  a  blessing  in  disguise  if  it  can  be 
used  to  cut  down  the  power  of  the  federal 
courts,  because  no  one  should  have  that 
much  power,  even  if  they  are  good.” 

The  rally  didn’t  depend  solely  on  mass- 
rally  rhetoric.  The  afternoon  program 
was  a  “training  session,”  but  the 
audience  never  numbered  more  than  a 


few  hundred  as  speakers  discussed 
abortion  and  "pro-life”  principles. 

Political  strategist  Paul  M.  Weyrich, 
described  by  yet  another  speaker  as  “the 
smartest  man  in  Washington,”  asserted 
that  the  “Religious  New  Right” 
movement  is  gaining  momentum  and 
that  it  will  “become  a  force  everyone  will 
have  to  deal  with.”  He  also  said  that  by 
its  very  nature,  a  coalition  is  made  up  of 
people  or  groups  “where  each  has  to 
give  something  and  each  has  to  gain 
something.” 

Mr.  Weyrich,  head  of  the  Committee 
for  the  Survival  of  a  Free  Congress, 
shared  one  training  session  with  Connie 
Marshner  of  the  National  Pro-Family 
Coalition.  The  topic  was  “Steps  for 
Grassroots  Effectiveness”  and  the  focus 
was  on  what  could  be  done  in  local  church¬ 
es.  Their  three-step  proposal  was  (1)  “get 
your  people  registered  to  vote;  (2)  find 
out  where  candidates  stand  on  the 
issues,  (3)  make  sure  your  people  know 
who  to  vote  for  and  do  vote  for  them.” 

Earlier  Mr.  Weyrich  had  seemed  to 
have  the  rally’s  keenest  perception  of 
what  had  happened  since  a  similar  rally 
a  year  ago  in  Dallas  which  then- 
candidate  Reagan  attended  and  where  he 
said,  "You  do  not  endorse  me,  I  endorse 
you.”  Of  the  intervening  year,  Mr. 
Weyrich  said,  “All  we  earned  from  the 
1980  election  is  the  right  to  fight  for  these 
and  other  social  issues.”  He  also  said  the 
White  House  must  be  made  to 
understand  that  the  “pro-life”  voter  is 
one  whose  primary  allegiance  is  not  to 
any  candidate  or  to  any  party  but  to  a  set 
of  moral  principles.  “No  politician 
desiring  our  support  can  dare  treat  these 
concerns  as  secondary,"  he  said. 
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Abortion-inducing  drug  raises  ire 


BY  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodist- 
related  Meharry  Medical  College  here  is 
one  of  several  institutions  testing  an  ex¬ 
perimental  drug  which  can  induce  abor¬ 
tion  in  the  earliest  stages  of  pregnancy  — 
and  the  “Moral  Majority”  doesn’t  like  it. 

In  the  Aug.  24  edition  of  the  “Moral 
Majority  Report,”  an  article  critical  of 
the  prostaglandin  suppository  itself  as 
well  as  of  Meharry’s  role  in  the  research 
carried  the  following  headlines:  “Abor¬ 
tion  To  Be  Easy  As  Aspirin,”  “Probe 
Shows  Suppository  Tested  On  Poor 
Blacks,”  and  “Blacks  Believe  Abortion 
Is  Used  As  Genocide  Against  Them . '  ’ 

Flatly  denying  the  suggestion  that  only 
poor  blacks  are  being  used  in  the  Mehar¬ 
ry  study,  Dr.  Henry  Foster  the  research 
director  said  about  one-third  of  the  nearly 
100  women  in  the  study  were  white. 

Dr.  Foster,  who  recently  served  on  the 


U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare’s  medical  ethics  advisory 
board,  heads  the  research  project  and 
Meharry’s  obstetrics  and  gynecology 
department. 

"I  expect  some  adverse  publicity 
because  it’s  easy  to  capitalize  on  an 
emotional  issue”  like  this,  the  black 
physician  told  TM/UMR  when  informed 
about  the  articles. 

Meharry  is  one  of  the  12  UM-related 
predominantly  black  colleges  and 
universities.  Although  a  majority  of  the 
patients  at  its  teaching  hospital,  Hub¬ 
bard,  are  black,  Dr.  Foster  said  many 
white  patients  are  treated  there  as  well. 

Also  disputing  the  suggestion  that  only 
poor  blacks  are  being  used  in  the  U.S. 
Food  and  Drug  Administration-approved 
tests,  was  John  Heywood,  a  spokesman 
for  Upjohn  Pharmaceutical  Co.  He  said  a 
racial  and  socioeconomic  cross-section  is 
represented  among  women  participating 


in  the  nationwide  testing. 

The  spokesman  for  Upjohn,  the  com¬ 
pany  which  manufactures  the  drug,  said 
that  while  such  a  racial  and 
socioeconomic  balance  was  not  planned, 
it  occurred  because  of  the  locations  of  the 
medical  centers  where  the  research  is 
being  conducted. 

Upjohn  came  under  attack  at  a 
national  Moral  Majority  anti-abortion 
rally  in  Dallas  last  week  for  producing 
drugs  which  induce  abortion 

As  for  the  charge  that  abortion  could 
become  as  easy  “as  taking  aspirin,"  both 
Dr.  Foster  and  Upjohn  emphasize  that  if 
FDA  approval  is  granted  for  this  drug,  it 
will  be  available  only  to  women 
positively  diagnosed  as  pregnant,  and 
then  only  through  their  physicians. 

Dr.  Foster  said  only  women 
hospitalized  at  Hubbard  have  been  given 
the  prostaglandin  suppository  in  the 
three  years  since  the  study  began. 
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Ministers  cook  up  student  loans 

TM/UMR 


Staff  Special 

CONNEAUT,  Ohio  -  From  22 
heads  of  cabbage,  an  undisclosed 
number  of  potatoes  and  some  45 
pounds  of  beef,  four  United  Methodist 
ministers  from  four  churches  here  put 
together  a  feast  that  netted  $270.50  for 
the  denomination’s  scholarship  and 
student  loan  fund. 

The  Reverends  Rondal  Hardman, 
Clair  Hess,  Robert  Hooker  and  Gary 
Olin,  left  to  right,  cooked  a 
Sweetheart  Dinner  at  Mr.  Hardman’s 
East  Conneaut  UMC.  “Only  about  35 
people  were  expected,”  Mr.  Hardman 
said,  "but  more  than  100  came." 

A  thrifty  bunch,  the  men  even 


auctioned  their  leftover  roast  beef  and 
“special  dessert.” 

“We  wanted  to  show  our  people  that 
we  (ministers)  were  partners  in  the 
faith,  working  side  by  side,”  Mr. 
Hardman  said,  “and  to  suggest  that 
our  people  could  do  the  same.” 

Another  part  of  the  plan,  he 
explained,  was  to  remind  members  of 
the  four  churches  of  the  importance  of 
the  student  fund,  without  which  he 
said  he  couldn’t  have  quit  his  job  and 
gone  to  seminary  as  the  father  of  four. 

Mr.  Hardman  said  feasts  at  Amboy, 
Lakeview  and  First  UM  churches 
here  are  to  be  scheduled  this  fall. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 
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Corruption  denied  in  church  relief 

New  report  criticizes  L.N.food 
plans  in  Somalia  refugee  camps 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Church-related 
relief  agencies  say  their  efforts  have 
helped  reduce  starvation  and  improve 
crops  in  Somalia,  despite  reports  of  an 
exceptionally  high  level  of  theft  and 
corruption  in  the  war  and  famine 
ravaged  nation. 

Some  observers  are  charging  that  the 
massive  international  relief  program, 
aimed  to  help  an  estimated  1.3  million 
refugees  in  Somalia,  is  out  of  control; 
that  up  to  60  percent  of  the  food  meant  for 
refugees  is  stolen. 

Church  relief  officials,  however,  hold 
that  projects  they  operate  in  the  Somali 
camps  are  unaffected. 

“We’ve  not  experienced  problems,  I’ve 
not  heard  of  such  large  scale  diver¬ 
sions,”  said  Beth  Griffin  of  Catholic 
Relief  Services  (CRS),  which  is  working 
in  Somalia  as  a  member  of  the  Inter- 
Church  Response  for  the  Horn  of  Africa 
consortium.  Other  members  are  Church 
World  Service  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  and  Lutheran  World  Relief. 

World  Vision  International,  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-based  evangelical  agency,  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee,  and 
World  Concern  in  Seattle,  also  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  management  of 
their  own  projects  in  Somalia. 

However,  church  agency  represen¬ 
tatives  acknowledged  that  most  of  them 
aren't  involved  with  primary  distribution 
of  food  to  the  refugee  camps  and  can’t 
say  what  goes  on  at  the  ports  or  enroute  to 
camps. 

Church  relief  long  range 

At  the  request  of  the  Somalian  govern¬ 
ment,  most  of  the  church-related  agen¬ 
cies  are  working  at  one  or  another  of  the 
major  refugee  camps,  providing  medical 
and  long  range  agricultural  aid.  One  im¬ 
portant  project  is  digging  wells  to  relieve 
the  drought  problem.  Some  agencies  are 
also  helping  with  logistics,  feeding,  and 
other  emergency  work. 


World  Vision  allocated  $1.7  million  for 
Somalia  in  fiscal  1981,  said  spokesman 
Jim  Jewell.  “We’re  working  in  Las 
Dhure  camp,  where  there  are  an 
estimated  76,000  refugees .  ’ ' 

“We’re  mainly  involved  in  medical 
aid,  and  water  drilling  projects,”  Mr. 
Jewell  said.  “We’re  moving  out  of  the 
emergency  phase  and  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  success  in  reducing  malnutrition, 
from  70  percent  last  fall  to  13  percent.  We 
have  about  20  World  Vision  staff  working 
at  the  camp.” 

Ms.  Griffin  said  the  Inter-Church 
Response  program  at  the  Ali  Matan 
camp,  which  has  an  estimated 
population  of  10,000  to  40,000,  was 
“moving  along  well.” 

“We’ve  planted  200  acres  of  crops, 
we’re  digging  wells,  and  we’re  in  the 
process  of  working  with  solar  energy,” 
she  said,  noting  that  medical  aid  con¬ 
tinues  a  major  focus.  The  consortium  has 
about  10  people  in  the  field  right  now,  in¬ 
cluding  a  medical  team  and  agricultural 
specialists  and  a  program  director  in 
Mogadishu,  the  Somalian  capital. 

The  consortium  has  raised  some 
$800,000  for  the  Somalia  project,  most  of 
it  through  the  Famine  Relief  Campaign, 
Ms.  Griffin  said.  The  three  consortium 
member  agencies  also  gave  $250,000  each 
to  launch  the  project  last  fall. 

World  Concern  spokesman  Tim 
Burgess  said  the  Somalia  project  is  the 
largest  his  agency  has  ever  undertaken. 
They  are  working  in  Camp  Halba  with  a 
population  of  38,000.  World  Concern  has 
allocated  $750,000  for  Somalia  aid  and 
has  18  staff  members  in  the  camp. 

“We  provide  medical  aid,  water  supply 
programs,  supplementary  feeding,  camp 


management,  and  some  self-help 
development  programs,”  Mr.  Burgess 
said.  “We  were  originally  asked  to 
provide  medical  and  agricultural  aid,  but 
were  asked  in  May  to  also  assume 
responsibility  for  the  feeding  because 
they  obviously  needed  better  organi¬ 
zation  and  management.” 

The  Mennonite  Central  Committee  last 
fall  sent  1,000  tons  of  corn  to  Somalia,  in  a 
drive  coordinated  by  its  Great  Lakes 
region,  farmers,  truckers,  grain  elevator 
operators,  Sunday  school  children  and 
others.  It  was  one  of  the  Mennonites’ 
largest  food  shipments.  Mennonites  are 
preparing  to  make  another  shipment  this 
fall,  coordinated  by  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Eastern  Seaboard  regions,  of  2,000  to 
3,000  tons  of  corn,  said  Deb  Wenger,  the 
committee’s  Africa  director.  She  said  the 
distribution  of  their  food  is  closely 
monitored  by  Mennonites  working  in 
Somalia. 

Among  other  U.S.  church-related  agen¬ 
cies  working  in  Somalia  are  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  Aid,  MAP  Inter¬ 
national,  Seventh-day  Adventist  World 
Service,  Assemblies  of  God,  and 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  international  relief  effort  for 
Somalia  has  been  underway  for  some 
three  years,  directed  by  the  United 
Nations  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  (UNHCR)  and  administered  by 
Somalia’s  National  Refugee  Com¬ 
mission.  Aid  has  increased  over  the  last 
year,  as  word  spread  of  the  severe 
refugee  and  hunger  crisis  in  Somalia. 

Religious  leaders  who  visited  the  Horn 
of  Africa  have  reported  that  some  eight 
million  people  in  drought-stricken,  war- 


torn  East  Africa  face  disaster  unless 
they  receive  help.  Somalia,  which  has 
become  host  to  the  world’s  largest  con¬ 
centration  of  refugees,  was  selected  for 
special  emergency  aid. 

Report  cites  food  losses 

Since  1977,  an  estimated  2  million 
people  have  fled  from  fighting  in  the 
Ogaden  area  of  Ethiopia.  More  than  half 
have  gone  to  neighboring  Somalia,  an 
already  poor  country  which  soon  became 
dotted  with  overcrowded  refugee  camps 
scattered  in  the  desert  brush,  with  no 
roads  and  limited  medical  facilities. 

The  Washington  Post  (Aug.  23)  carried 
a  critical  report  by  free-lance  writer 
Helen  Winternitz  in  Mogadishu  on  the 
relief  food  distribution  in  Somalia. 

She  said  officials  experienced  in  global 
relief  know  that  up  to  10  or  20  percent  of 
the  food  meant  for  refugees  may  be 
stolen;  but  theft  rates  in  Somalia  are  con¬ 
sidered  “exceptionally”  high.  U.N.  food 
program  administrator  John  Woods 
estimated  that  ”30  to  50  percent”  of  the 
food  has  been  recently  diverted  in  some 
southern  camps.  She  said  other  officials 
estimated  that  in  the  worst  cases,  60  per¬ 
cent  of  the  food  is  stolen  on  its  way  to  the 
refugee  camps  from  Mogadishu  and 
other  ports. 

“Last  year  the  U.N.  and  the  West  dum¬ 
ped  a  total  $132  million  in  relief  aid  into 
Somalia,”  Ms.  Winternitz  said.  “The  aid 
included  some  200,000  metric  tons  of 
food,  with  more  than  half  of  that  donated 
by  the  United  States .’  ’ 

She  said  Somalian  aid  has  become  the 
largest  international  relief  effort  in  Af¬ 
rica  —  but  there  is  still  no  accounting 
system  to  trace  the  flow  of  relief  goods, 
few  accurate  records  in  the  camps,  and 
no  method  of  registering  or  counting 
refugees.  She  said  the  corruption  which 
has  resulted  was  predictable  and  will 
continue  unless  more  serious  efforts  are 
made  to  straighten  out  the  inefficiencies. 


Jamaica  retreat  ups  world  mission  policymakers’  pledge  to  poor 


BY  CHARLES  BREWSTER 
Exclusive  to  TM/UMR 

KINGSTON,  Jamaica  —  United  Methodism’s 
world  mission  policy  makers  and  staff  concluded 
their  study  retreat  here  the  last  week  of  August 
with  a  strong  sense  that  American  churches  must 
step  up  their  commitment  to  the  poor  and 
oppressed  and  must  examine  the  implications  for 
America  of  such  grinding  poverty  on  the  doorstep 
of  the  richest  nation  on  earth. 

While  this  was  not  an  action-taking  meeting  of 
the  World  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  impressions  and 
experiences  of  these  intense  five  days  will  have 
long-range  implications  as  the  division  charts  its 
course  for  the  remainder  of  this  quadrennium. 
Few  will  think  of  the  Third  World  in  quite  the  same 
way  they  did  before  the  retreat  at  the  University 
of  the  West  Indies. 

Retreat  achieves  purpose 

Summing  up  his  Jamaican  experience,  director 
John  Stumbo  of  Topeka,  Kan.,  said  it  "did  great 
things  for  broadening  my  concept  of  mission.  I  am 
a  new  director  and  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to 
travel  to  the  Third  World  before.  This  experience 
has  put  light  on  all  I  have  been  reading.” 

Then  he  added  the  sentiment  seemingly  shared 
by  all  30  directors  and  27  staff :  “It  could  not  have 
been  done  any  better  to  achieve  this  purpose.” 


They  walked  —  not  without  trepidation  — 
through  ghetto  areas  which  10  months  ago  had 
been  the  scene  of  deadly,  daily  violence.  Some 
heard  the  Methodist  deaconness  say  that  the 
numerous  bullet  holes  in  the  church’s  windows 
indicated  “the  community  is  trying  to  tell  us 
something.” 

Directors  and  staff  heard  Jamaican  speakers 
describe  the  legacy  of  300  years  of  colonialism,  the 
sense  of  rootlessness  felt  by  Jamaicans  of  all 
classes,  and  the  overwhelming  feeling  that  the 
economic  destiny  of  this  mountainous  Caribbean 
country  is  not  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  who  live  here.  They  saw  a  play  by  a 
Jamaican  playwright  which  explored  the  conflicts 
of  rapidly  changing  Third  World  Societies  such  as 
Jamaica. 

Site  critics  refuted 

While  the  choice  of  Jamaica  as  a  study  retreat 
site  had  been  criticized  by  some  in  the  USA  Who 
thought  the  directors  were  off  on  an  expense-paid 
junket  to  the  emerald  waters  of  Montego  Bay,  only 
one  of  the  57  got  near  the  beach  —  and  that  only 
because  his  Jamaican  hosts  had  planned  an  outing 
to  the  beach  that  day. 

(The  $44,000  retreat  was  sharply  questioned  — 
but  approved  —  last  April  during  the  meeting  of 
the  board’s  157  directors  in  New  York.  The 
Jamaica  site  cost  50  percent  more  than  such  a 


retreat  would  have  cost  if  held  in  the  U.S. 
directors  were  told,  but  the  division  claimed  the 
“dollar  value”  of  exposing  directors  to  the  hurts 
and  sufferings  the  division  is  to  address. 

TM/UMR  editorially  supported  the  concept  but 
questioned  whether  such  a  large  group  could 
experience  very  much  during  96  hours  in  a  Third 
World  situation.  The  editorial  also  said  the  board 
“has  seemingly  failed  to  evaluate  its  action  in 
terms  of  value  received  against  loss  of  credibility 
with  UM  members.”) 

In  fact,  Jamaica  was  an  excellent  laboratory  for 
the  World  Division  to  confront  the  problems  that 
plague  most  of  the  54  countries  around  the  world  in 
which  the  division  works.  Unemployment  and 
inflation  are  both  around  30  to  35  percent.  There  is 
a  desperate  shortage  of  foreign  exchange,  and  the 
country  is  heavily  tied  to  the  whims  and  economic 
situation  of  the  U.S. 

Visit  church  projects 

Among  the  church -related  projects  in  the 
Kingston  area  which  the  directors  saw  were  the 
multi-level  educational  program  of  the  Excelsior 
institution,  part  of  whose  program  receives 
Advance  Special  (“second-mile”  giving)  and  the 
small,  self-help  Salt  Lane  program  for  raising 
chickens  and  pigs. 

After  seeing  Salt  Lane,  director  Norma 
Wilkening  of  Columbia,  Mo.,  said  she  “felt  the 


enthusiasm  and  dignity  of  the  young  men  leading 
the  project.  It  was  a  joy  to  know  what  the  church 
can  do  to  help.” 

Another  project  was  Operation  Friendship,  a 
Methodist-started  but  now  ecumenically  and 
internationally  supported  program  in  the  heart  of 
the  West  Kingston  ghetto  area.  Serving  a 
population  of  200,000  in  a  four  square  mile  area, 
the  program  of  pre-  and  post-natal  care,  birth 
control,  dispensary,  nursery  services  and  teen-age 
counselling  sessions  (in  which  boys  now 
participate  in  equal  numbers  with  girls),  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  projects  of  this  type  in  the 
Caribbean. 

However,  the  dispensary  has  no 
pharmaceuticals  except  for  those  it  receives  as 
gifts  from  overseas  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  some 
pharmaceuticals  are  manufactured  in  Jamaica. 

Sensitized  to  needs  of  oppressed 

But  the  overwhelming  feeling  of  the  directors 
and  staff  was  that  these  programs,  as  valuable  as 
they  are,  are  pitifully  small  response  to  enormous 
needs.  Said  director  Lorraine  Kurtz  of 
Paynesville,  Minn.,  “Every  experience  has 
sensitized  me  to  the  needs  of  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed.” 

For  director  Hae  Jong  Kim,  now  a  pastor  of  a 
Korean  UMC  in  Cresskill,  N  J.,  this  was  not  a  new 
experience  since  he  had  grown  up  in  Korea  in  the 


kind  of  grinding  poverty  he  saw  in  Jamaica.  "I 
have  lived  through  my  own  history  these  five 
days,”  he  said.  “These  people  are  poor  and  need 
help.  But  that  help  must  include  a  spiritual 
dimension  as  well  as  a  physical  one.”  Without  that 
spiritual  dimension,  Kim  couid  not  have  lived 
through  his  early  years,  he  said. 

For  many,  the  highlight  was  their  Sunday  visit 
to  a  local  Methodist  church  followed  by  dinner 
with  a  Jamaican  family  in  their  home.  Some 
reported  that  deep,  new  friendships  resulted  from 
this  experience. 

The  directors  also  explored  with  a  young 
biblical  scholar  from  the  tiny  island  of  Anguilla, 
the  Rev.  Clifton  Niles,  the  meaning  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  the  Scriptures.  “Either  the 
church  is  in  mission  with  the  Kingdom  of  God,”  he 
said  at  one  point,  “or  it  is  in  maintenance  service 
of  another  kingdom.” 

Another  church  leader,  the  Rev.  Ashley  Smith, 
said  that  despite  the  apparent  ftppelessness  of 
much  of  what  the  division  was  seeing,  he  himself 
was  a  man  of  hope.  His  father  was  a  small  banana 
grower  who,  because  of  hurricanes,  would 
sometimes  see  his  entire  crop  wiped  out 
overnight.  “You  have  to  be  hopeful  after  that, 
because  there  is  nothing  else  but  hope  to  live  on.” 

Mr.  Brewster  is  the  managing  editor  of  New 
World  Outlook,  the  UMC's  mission  magazine.  He 
accompanied  the  directors  and  staff  in  Jamaica. 


Spiritual  development , 


BY  EUGENE  KILE-SMITH 
Exclusive  to  TM/UMR 
ALBUQUERQUE  —  Urban  ministers 
were  called  to  deeper  spiritual 
development  and  to  look  beyond 
traditional  ideas  of  ministering  in  cities 
during  a  convocation  here  last  month. 


“Christ-following”  was  the  subject  of 
addresses  by  four  different  speakers 
under  the  umbrella  theme  “The 
Liberation  of  the  Cities”  at  the 
convocation  sponsored  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Urban  Network  held 
at  the  Harwood  Training  and  Service 
Center. 

“Professional  competence  grows  out  of 
personal  wholeness,”  Bishop  James  Arm¬ 
strong  of  the  Indiana  Area  declared  in 
his  conference-closing  sermon.  He  had 
earlier  told  of  appointing  United 
Methodism’s  first-ever  conference 
director  of  spiritual  formation  for  his 
home  area  (see  TM/UMR,  July  24  issue) . 

“Our  attempts  to  help  the  oppressed 
will  never  be  successful  unless  they  are 
theologically  based,”  said  the  Rev. 
Ignacio  Castuera,  district 
superintendent  in  Los  Angeles. 

Dr.  Castuera  called  for  community 
among  those  “who  struggle  to  follow 


Twenty  provocative  essays  detail  the  lives 
of  women  in  the  American  religious  tradition. 

Women’s  Place 
in 

New  Worlds . . . 


Lively  true  episodes 
trace  the  spiritual  devel¬ 
opment  and  empower¬ 
ment  of  women  which 
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men  as  ministers  and 
preachers.  Their  contri¬ 
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along  with  the  effect  this 
has  had  on  their  lives  and 
on  the  work  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 
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innovative  ministries  urged  at  urban  meetings 


Christ  in  urban  ministries,”  urging  the 
so-called  minority  groups  to  band 
together  to  overcome  the  tactics  of  those 
in  power  who  would  set  black  against 
white,  white  against  brown,  poor  against 
not-so-poor,  etc. 

“There  is  only  one  real  minority  group 
in  this  country,”  he  declared,  “those  who 
rule.” 

Dr.  Castuera  said  America  is  a  nation 
without  a  vision  and  those  who  follow 
Christ  in  the  cities  can  help  supply  a 
vision. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Long,  a  third 
generation  Muscogee  Creek  Native 
American  in  the  United  Methodist 
ministry,  said  those  who  minister  to  the 
city  should  get  out  and  walk  its  streets  at 
night  —  “the  only  way  you  can  really 
know  a  city.”  Mr.  Long  of  Phoenix,  Ariz., 


is  trying  to  help  the  city’s  20,000  Native 
Americans  make  the  transition  from 
reservation  to  urban  life. 

Urban  ministries  are  not  as  popular  as 
they  were  in  the  past,  however.  The  Rev. 
Zan  Holmes,  recalling  his  experience  as 
a  district  superintendent  in  Dallas,  said 
churches  in  ethnic-population  transition 
areas  became  known  as  “ecclesiastical 
Siberias.” 

Dr.  Holmes,  a  professor  of  preaching 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  pastor 
of  a  central-city  church,  said  seminaries 
must  be  challenged  because  they  are  still 
attempting  to  train  pastors  for  “the  most 
pluralistic  denomination  in  America 
using  almost  all-white,  all-male,  middle- 
class  faculties.”  He  said  seminarians 
continue  to  resist  the  idea  of  gaining 
multicultural  experience  outside  their 


United  Methodist  featured  in  videotape  series 


Veteran  ecumenist  Albert  Outler  (foreground!  discusses  ‘Ecumenism  in  the  80s” 
in  a  three-part  videotape  series  produced  by  the  Roman  Catholic  diocese  of  Dallas. 
Dr.  Outler.  emeritus  professor  from  Southern  Methodist  University's  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  shares  the  billing  with  the  diocesan  vicar  general,  Msgr.  Robert 
Rehkemper  (rear!.  The  tapes  will  he  available  around  Oct.  1  for  rent  from  some 
annual  conference  resource  centers  or  for  $225  from  Church  Resource  Systems  in 
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QUALIFIED  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church.  133  W  Second 
Street,  Frederick.  MD  21701;  (301)  662-1464.  Full  or 
part-time.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resumes  to  Dr. 
Carroll  A.  Doggett  Jr  ,  pastor 


usual  ethnic,  social  and  economic 
groups. 

“To  be  a  Christian  doing  justice,  it  is  a 
must  that  we  not  stand  by  ourselves,” 
said  Carolyn  McIntyre  who  heads  field 
service  work  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Washington,  D.C.  She  urged  urban 
ministers  to  develop  support  groups 
among  themselves  as  well  as  in  their 
communities. 

Addressing  the  issue  of  federal  budget 
cuts  as  they  affect  urban  areas,  she 
urged  delegates  not  to  let  the  Reagan 
administration  set  the  church’s  agenda 
by  turning  the  welfare  system  over  to  the 
churches.  She  called  for  delegates  to 


study  how  budget  cuts  were  affecting 
their  home  areas. 

“Yes,  we  must  develop  alternatives  to 
present  methods  of  supplying  human 
needs,”  she  said,  “but  we  must  also  be 
prophetic  about  the  government’s  role.” 

She  also  urged  the  urban  ministers  to 
not  forget  rural  issues  since  cities  are  so 
dependent  on  rural  areas  and  many 
urban  social  programs  such  as  food 
stamps  are  directly  tied  politically  to 
agriculture  programs. 

Eugene  Kile-Smith  is  a  Fort  Worth, 
free-lance  writer.  His  wife,  Wanda,  is 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Megargel  in  the  North  Texas 
Conference. 
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Children  in  Moradabad,  India  include  daily  prayers  in  their  routine  at 
the  Titus  Elementary  School.  Certainly  the  prayers  must  include  hope 
that  scholarship  aid  will  continue  to  be  available.  At  Titus  the  children 
are  from  homes  so  poor  enough  food  is  often  a  problem--and  there  is 
little  money  for  education.  Yet  the  parents  know  their  children’s  future 
depends  upon  both  a  basic  education  and  an  understanding  of  Christ¬ 
ian  love.  Your  gift  could  be  the  answer  to  prayer;  helping  these  chil  - 
dren  get  both  an  education  and  the  Christian  love 
and  understanding  will  give  hope  for  a  better  future. 
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Lake  Providence  Hosts 
Missionaries  at  Conference 


The  first  annual  Missionary 
Conference  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Lake  Providence  was  held 
August  14  through  16. 

Guest  missionaries  for  the  conference 
were  the  Reverends  August  E.  Aamodt, 
David  Lowry,  Marta  Sanfiel  and  Dr. 
Mary  Ske  Lowry. 

The  Missionary  Conference  began 
Friday  evening  with  a  potluck  supper 
honoring  the  missionaries,  followed  by 
the  opening  service  with  each  missionary 
explaining  the  mission  work. 

The  men  of  the  church  hosted  the 
missionaries  at  breakfast  on  Saturday, 
followed  by  two  coffees  held  in  honor  of 
the  guest. 

Saturday  afternoon  was  reserved  for 
the  children  of  the  church.  A  swim  party 
gave  the  children  the  opportunity  to  visit 
with  a  “real  live  missionary.’’  The 
missionaries  taught  the  children  to  sing 
“Jesus  Loves  Me”  in  Spanish,  with  the 
Lowrys  sharing  their  experiences  with 
the  children  of  Chile. 

The  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  brought  the 
message  of  her  work  in  New  Orleans  with 
the  Spanish  mission  to  the  conference 
Saturday  night. 

The  Sunday  School  classes  provided  a 
time  for  the  missionaries  to  visit  with  the 
people  of  the  church. 

The  Rev.  David  Lowry  delivered  the 
message  for  Sunday  morning  with  the 
United  Methodist  Youth  meeting  with 
missionaries  in  the  evening  prior  to  the 


Guest  missionaries  at  the  First  Annual  Missions  Conference  included  from  left,  the  Reverends 
Brady  Forman,  pastor.  August  Aamodt,  Marta  Sanfiel,  Dr.  Mary  Sue  Lowry  and  David  Lowry, 
night  service  and  conclusion  of  the  missions  at  the  concluding  service.  the  conference. 

conference.  The  service  ended  with  a  Faith  The  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  pastor,  and 

The  Lowrys  spoke  of  their  work  in  the  Promising  Service  for  support  of  the  Eloise  Edwards,  chairman  of  the 

coming  years  when  they  will  be  in  the  missions  of  these  missionaries  who  had  Commission  on  Missions,  were  the  push 

western  United  States  interpreting  for  shared  so  much  with  the  church  during  behind  the  Missions  Conference. 


Greensburg  dedicates  steeple,  carillions 


This  Sunday  will  mark  the  dedication 
of  the  steeple  and  Carillons  for  the* 
Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church  at 
11  a.m. 

The  congregation  will  also  be 
celebrating  Homecoming. 

Tom  Matheny,  lawyer  from 
Hammond,  La.,  will  be  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  service.  Matheny  is  the  lay  leader 
for  the  conference. 

A  booklet  on  the  history  of  the  church, 
compiled  by  Rebecca  Yarabrough  and 
the  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs,  will  be  given 


to  all  attending. 

The  Greensburg  United  Methodist 
Church  was  first  part  of  the  Greensburg 
Circuit  and  the  Mississippi  Circuit 
organized  in  1778. 

Lorenza  Dow  was  one  of  the  first 
ministers  assigned  to  Greensburg. 

A  note  of  interest  is  Berite  Holland,  91, 
has  taught  church  school  for  75  years  and 
had  a  grandfather,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Haney, 
who  preached  for  the  Mississippi  Circuit. 
Her  father,  also  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Haney, 
served  Greensburg  in  1906. 


The  Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church 


Covenant  Players 

Ministering  through  comedy , 


Back  in  the  early  1960s  when  Charles 
Tanner  talked  about  his  dream  of  a 
traveling  ministry  in  drama,  his  friends 
smiled  and  told  him  the  church  would 
never  pay  for  it. 

One-half  million  performances  after, 
Covenant  Players  continues  to  roll  along 
as  if  there  were  nothing  to  it. 

With  over  55  touring  units,  the  Players 
have  now  performed  throughout  30 
countries  on  four  continents  in  six 
languages. 

In  addition  to  live  drama,  the  ministry 
now  includes  radio,  television,  motion 
pictures,  recordings,  cassette  tape  and 
workshops  in  drama  and 
communications. 

The  end  is  not  in  sight  and  part  of  the 
message  is  the  methods  by  which  it  has 
all  been  accomplished.  By  design  and 


practice,  Covenant  Players  is  totally  a 
ministry  of  faith. 

Covenant  Players  is  a  non-endowed, 
non-profit  corporation.  It  is  not  affiliated 
with  any  church  or  other  organization. 
Its  only  financial  support  is  derived  from 
performing  engagements  and  donations. 

The  money  earned  pays  for  vans, 
gasoline,  insurance,  vehicle 
maintenance,  office  space,  phones  and 
utilities.  The  money  also  covers  every 
expense  the  undertaking  entails, 
including  the  entire  income  of  all  the 
touring  actors.  Their  salaries  begin  at 
$25  per  week  and  they  are  paid  when  the 
money  is  available.  Many  of  them  are 
committed  to  a  lifetime  career  on  that 
basis  because  they  are  dedicated  to  the 
ministry. 

The  Players  do  everything  they  can  to 


keep  expenses  low,  and  they  keep  their 
financial  requests  below  the  level 
actually  needed  to  sustain  their 
operation,  in  deference  to  small  churches 
and  groups  who  could  not  afford  a  higher 
rate.  Whenever  possible,  they  hope  to 
exceed  the  minimum,  in  order  to  make 
up  the  difference. 

It  is  at  times  a  difficult  life.  There  are 
frequent  occasions  of  literally  not 
knowing  where  the  next  meal  is  coming 
from.  But  it  always  comes,  the  Lord 
Provides.  And  the  Covenant  Players 
joyously  continue  to  live  and  grow  on  the 
cutting  edge  of  faith  that  God,  through 
the  Holy  Spirit,  is  the  greatest  possible 
security  for  those  who  truly  seek  to  do 
His  work.  It  is  great  ministry. 

Areas  the  Players  work  in  are 
churches,  community  ministries, 


tragedy 

campuses,  civic  clubs,  retreats  and 
camps,  conventions  and  conferences, 
drama  workshops,  special  emphasis 
weeks  and  saturation,  where  one  or  more 
groups  in  a  small  town  team  to  sponsor 
the  group. 

The  group  has  a  variety  of  target 
points  for  the  program,  such  as 
Evangelism,  commitment,  stewardship, 
family,  marriage,  singles,  values,  faith 
and  hope,  Lenten/Easter,  Advent/ 
Christmas,  geriatric  ministry,  Pentecost 
and  drugs  and  alcohol.  This  list  in¬ 
cludes  over  1000  plays  to  choose  from 
in  many  other  areas. 

To  book  a  date  for  the  Covenant 
Players,  write  Clint  and  Lynn  Jacobs, 
2730  Walton  Road,  St.  Louis,  MO  63114  or 
call  (314  )  427-7734. 


...H  ff^“ 


Around 

The  Conference 

Moores  Donate  $40,000 
for  new  facility 

The  B.  T.  Moores  recently  presented  a  check  for  $40,000  to 
Mark  Webb,  chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board  of  the 
Southside  United  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  in  memory  of 
their  son,  Tim. 

The  donation  will  go  toward  building  a  reception  room  at  the 
church  in  Tim’s  Memory. 

In  the  picture  are,  from  left,  The  B.  T.  Moores,  The  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner,  Robert  Breithaupt,  chairman  of  the  Future  Building 
committee,  Mark  Webb  and  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  District 
Superintendent  for  the  Monroe  District. 


Mattie  Johnson 


celebrates  90 


Mattie  Johnson,  90,  celebrated  her  birthday  in  style  with  the 
Myrtle  Brumbly  Sunday  school  class  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Franklin  with  other  classes  of  the  adult 
division  on  hand  for  the  celebrating. 

Mattie  has  been  a  member  for  many  years  and  the  class, 
taught  by  Cora  Lunny  and  Lois  May,  has  had  an  almost  perfect 
attendance  record. 


The  Festival  of  Songs  Seminar  has  been  cancelled 
because  of  a  lack  of  registration  for  the  event. 

The  event  had  been  scheduled  at  the  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  for  Sunday, 
Sept.  27. 
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A  TM/UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Religion  and  politics:  It’s  ok  to  ‘mix’  but  not  ‘merge’  them 


The  seemingly  endless  parade  of 
speakers  at  the  recent  national  “Rally 
for  Life”  re-enforced  an  important 
but  easily  overlooked  fact  about  their 
“Religious  New  Right”  coalition:  its 
name  notwithstanding,  the  “Religious 
New  Right”  is  first  and  foremost  a 
collection  of  political  action  groups 
pursuing  a  political  agenda  in  the 
political  arena  (see  TM/UMR,  Sep¬ 
tember  5, 1980,  and  Sept.  1 1 , 1981 ) . 

Before  the  “Religious  New  Right” 
came  into  being,  there  was  the  “New 
Right”  —  a  collection  of  political 
special  interest  groups  with  similarly 
“conservative"  outlooks. 

The  “Religious  New  Right”  is  a 
creation  of  recent  vintage  which  first 
achieved  prominence  during  1980.  It 
drew  several  highly  visible  television 
evangelists  into  active  involvement  in 
the  “New  Right”  coalition,  and  added 
a  group  of  “religious”  or  "moral” 
issues  to  the  “New  Right’s”  political 
agenda.  Probably  the  most 
prominent  of  those  issues  is  abortion 
—  which  was  the  focal  subject  of  the 
“Rally  for  Life.”  Additional  issues  of 
special  concern  to  the  “Religious  New 
Right”  are  “liberals,”  ERA,  “secular 
humanists,”  “voluntary  prayer”  in 
public  schools,  the  teaching  of 


Our  editors  came  away  from  the 
recent  “Rally  for  Life”  convinced 
that  the  United  Methodist  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  statement  on  abortion  is 
theologically  and  morally  preferable 
to  the  hard-line,  absolutist  positions 
we  heard  expressed  repeatedly  at  the 
rally.  We  believe  it  is  also 
theologically  and  morally  preferable 
to  the  hard-line,  absolutist  positions 
we  heard  espoused  by  the  “abortion 
rights”  group  which  demonstrated 
outside  the  rally  site  (see  TM/UMR, 
Sept.  11,  and  interpretive  analysis 
above). 

The  Social  Principles  statement 
was  drafted  and  adopted  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
in  1972.  It  was  redebated  and  reaf¬ 
firmed  with  only  minor  changes  in 
1976  and  1980  (see  p.  91,  1980  Book  of 
Discipline).  It  acknowledges  and 
seeks  to  deal  responsibly  with  the 
reality  of  “tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life  that  may  justify  abortion.” 

In  no  sense  does  this  statement  sup¬ 
port  “abortion  on  demand.”  Nor  can 
it  properly  be  called  “pro-abortion.” 
It  is  in  one  sense  “pro-choice.”  Yet  it 
is  not  “wishy-washy”  as  some  have 
contended.  And  as  we  have  reflected 
on  the  complexities  of  this  issuet^and 
on  what  the  Bible  teaches  us  to  he  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  human  life,  we 
believe  our  church’s  stance  regarding 
abortion  can  as  legitimately  be  called 
“pro-life”  as  the  position  of  those  who 
usually  assume  an  exclusive  right  to 
this  term  for  themselves. 

We  affirm  the  integrity  and  good  in¬ 
tentions  of  many  “pro-life’ ’/anti- 
abortion  advocates.  We  agree  with 
them  that  abortion,  considered  in 
isolation,  is  repugnant.  They  cite 
Scripture  selectively  and  effectively, 


evolution,  homosexual  rights,  and  the 
federal  court  system. 

The  addition  of  a  "religious”  dimen¬ 
sion  to  the  “New  Right”  also  at¬ 
tracted  a  large  new  group  of  voters 
and  contributors  to  candidates  who 
supported  stands  on  “moral”  issues 
to  which  they  are  intensely  loyal.  In 
1980,  leaders  of  the  “Religious  New 
Right”  aligned  themselves  with  then- 
candidate  Ronald  Reagan  and  the 
Republican  Party.  That  alignment 
became  most  visible  when  Mr. 
Reagan  spoke  at  a  “National  Affairs 
Briefing”  involving  leaders  of  nearly 
every  organization  in  the  “Religious 
New  Right”  coalition,  plus  20,000 
others.  As  one  speaker  at  this  year’s 
rally  said,  the  “Religious  New  Right” 
subsequently  became  a  political  force 
that  must  be  acknowledged  and  dealt 
with. 

While  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
“Religious  New  Right”  has  attained 
as  much  political  power  as  its  leaders 
claim,  there  is  little  question  that  it 
did  significantly  influence  the  out¬ 
come  of  various  elections  last  fall.  As 
a  result,  “Religious  New  Right” 
leaders  enjoy  considerable  influence 
on  Capitol  Hill  and  at  the  White  House 
—  though  the  level  of  that  influence 


but  not  decisively  in  our  view,  to  sup¬ 
port  their  claim  that  abortion  in  every 
instance  is  more  wrong  than  its  alter¬ 
natives.  We  believe,  also  on  Scriptural 
grounds,  that  those  who  would 
eliminate  the  legal  right  to  abortion  in 
every  instance  are  wrong  —  both  in 
terms  of  the  rigidity  of  their  position, 
and  in  their  narrow  insistence  on 
defining  “pro-life”  exclusively  in 
terms  of  one’s  position  on  abortion. 

We  find,  however,  the  positions 
represented  by  persons  at  the  op¬ 
posite  extreme  equally  distressing 
and  unacceptable.  We  do  not  believe 
that  abortion  is  an  absolute  “right” 
which  should  be  available  “on 
demand”  to  any  woman  who  desires 
one  for  any  reason  and  at  any  time 
during  a  pregnancy.  We  strenuously 
disagree  with  those  who  say  that 
religious  faith  has  no  insight  of  value 
to  offer  about  such  matters,  or  that 
any  effort  to  bring  one’s  religious 
faith  to  bear  on  such  issues  is  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  “bigotry.”  In  our  view,  society 
does  have  the  right  to  make  laws 
dealing  with  issues  such  as  abortion, 
and  members  of  the  “right  to  life” 
movement  have  as  much  right  to  ad¬ 
vocate  legislation  based  on  their 
views  as  members  of  “pro-abortion” 
groups  have  to  advocate  “abortion  on 
demand.” 

We  believe  there  is,  in  fact,  sub¬ 
stantial  bigotry  represented  by  ab¬ 
solute  insistence  on  a  position-for-all 
at  either  extreme  of  the  abortion 
issue.  We  continue  to  advocate  and 
defend  our  church’s  Social  Principles 
position  precisely  because  it  com¬ 
bines  Christian  conviction  with 
Christian  compassion,  while  avoiding 
unchristian  bigotry  toward  those  who 
believe  differently. 


This  TM/UMR  Interpretive 
Analysis  is  a  joint  effort  of  Editor 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  and 
Associate  Editors  Dan  Louis  and  John 
Lovelace,  with  other  members  of  the 
editorial  staff  also  contributing  via 
critical  comments. 

now  appears  to  be  less  than  they 
hoped  to  have. 

Leaders  of  the  “Religious  New 
Right”  feel  particularly  disappointed 
and  betrayed  by  President  Reagan’s 
nomination  of  Judge  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor,  whom  they  consider  to  be 
“pro-abortion,”  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court.  Their  “Rally  for  Life”  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  at  least  as  much  an  effort 
to  send  a  message  of  displeasure  and 
dismay  to  the  President  as  an  effort  to 
build  support  for  a  “Human  Life 
Amendment.”  The  rally’s  attendance 
—  generously  estimated  at  4,000  in¬ 
stead  of  the  12,000  which  had  been 
promised  —  and  the  Senate’s  almost 
certain  confirmation  of  Judge  O’Con¬ 
nor's  nomination,  can  only  add  to  the 
disillusionment  of  those  who  expected 
the  “Religious  New  Right’ '/Reagan/ 
Republican  alliance  quickly  to  result 
in  a  “restoration  of  moral  sanity” 
to  American  society. 

The  basic  weakness 

And  in  that  hope  lies  the  basic 
weakness  of  the  “Religious  New 
Right”:  its  merging  of  political  and 
religious  issues  so  as  to  blur  any 
distinctions  between  the  two,  has 
created  unrealistic  political  ex¬ 
pectations  and  grossly  distorted  the 
Christian  gospel.  The  “Religious  New 
Right”  misled  many  persons  to  attach 
messianic  expectations  to  President 
Reagan,  which  neither  he  nor  any 
other  political  leader  could  live  up  to 
in  our  political  system.  And  it  has,  by 
implication,  sought  to  reduce  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  support  for 
“the  Christian  position”  on  a  handful 
of  particular  political  issues. 

In  fairness,  not  all  leaders  of  the 
“Religious  New  Right”  are  guilty  of 
such  simplistic  reductionism.  Most  of 
the  coalition’s  leaders  are  self¬ 
consciously  motivated  by  some  com¬ 
bination  of  political,  medical, 
biological,  moral,  religious  and/or 
legal  considerations.  Their  efforts  to 
lobby  for  enactment  of  their  political 
agenda  is  a  legitimate,  up-front  exer¬ 
cise  of  their  Constitutional  rights  to 
free  assembly,  free  expression  and 
freedom  of  religious  belief.  The 
“Religious  New  Right”  appears  to 
become  demonic  in  nature  when  its 
banner  is  picked  up  and  carried  by 
religious  leaders  who  merge  their 
religious  and  political  views  ab¬ 
solutely,  and  then  express  them  as 
divinely-dictated  political  positions. 

The  attitude  of  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Falwell,  head  of  the  “Moral 
Majority,”  towards  Israel,  is  a  case  in 
point.  Mr.  Falwell  cites  the 
Abrahamic  covenant  and  other 
specific  passages  of  Scripture  to 
justify  his  advocacy  of  absolute  sup¬ 
port  for  Israel  by  the  United  States, 
including  support  for  such  actions  as 
the  Israelis’  recent  pre-emptive  raid 
on  a  nuclear  reactor  in  Iraq.  Mr. 


Falwell  does  not  express  this  mixture 
of  political  and  religious  views  as  the 
personal  views  of  one  Christian 
citizen,  or  even  as  the  views  of  a 
significant  group  within  the  Christian 
community;  he  expresses  them 
rather  as  the  clear,  infallible  and  in¬ 
disputable  revelation  of  God’s  will. 

Mr.  Falwell,  and  other  “Religious 
New  Right”  leaders  who  make 
similarly  arrogant  and  exclusive 
claims  to  Christian  truth,  defend  their 
position  with  the  retort:  “What’s  good 
for  the  liberal  goose  is  good  for  the 
conservative  gander.”  We  readily 
grant  that  there  have  been  instances 
of  similarly  arrogant  claims  made  by 
some  “liberals”  over  the  years. 
However,  two  wrongs  do  not  make  a 
right.  To  the  extent  that  persons  of 
any  political  stripe  —  including 
"liberals”  —  seek  to  equate  their 
political  views  absolutely  with 
Christian  truth,  they  reflect  a  distor¬ 
ted  understanding  both  of  the  nature 
of  politics  and  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Politics  and  religion  can  mix 

We  continue  to  believe  that  politics 
can  —  and  should  —  “mix.”  On  con¬ 
stitutional  grounds,  we  believe  the 
founders  of  our  nation  clearly 
assumed  that  persons  of  religious  con¬ 
viction  should  be  actively  involved  in 
making  and  carrying  out  political 
policies.  On  biblical  grounds,  we 
believe  that  Christians  should  be  ac¬ 
tively  involved  in  seeking  to  bring  the 
influence  of  their  faith  to  bear  on 
social  and  political  issues.  And  we 
even  support  the  right  of  Christians  — 
including  nationally-known  TV 
preachers  —  to  engage  in  corporate 
action  in  support  of  what  they  con¬ 
sider  to  be  Christian  positions  on 
issues  facing  our  nation  and  the 
world. 

We  are  grateful  that  our  nation’s 
current  political  leaders  are  ap¬ 
parently  unwilling  to  allow  any  would- 
be  Ayatollah  of  the  “Religious  New 
Right”  or  any  other  group  to  dictate 
public  policy  in  violation  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution.  We  hope  that  such  efforts  by 
some  religious  leaders  to  dictate 
public  policy  will  not  cause  our 
nation’s  leaders  to  turn  away  from 
hearing  the  insights  of,  and  being  in¬ 
fluenced  by,  religious  leaders  of 
various  perspectives. 

We  urge  religious  leaders  involved 
in  the  “Religious  New  Right”  to  cease 
misleading  themselves  and  others  in¬ 
to  believing  that  a  perfect  marriage  of 
the  Christian  faith  and  the  American 
political  system  is  possible.  We  en¬ 
courage  them  to  continue  their  efforts 
to  exert  a  Christian  influence  on  our 
political  system,  to  the  end  that  our 
society  might  come  more  nearly  to 
reflect  the  Kingdom  of  God.  We  im¬ 
plore  them  to  cease  representing  their 
views  on  political  issues  as  the  only 
views  a  Christian  can  legitimately 
hold.  And  if  there  are  “liberal  gan¬ 
ders”— or  others—  who  are  similarly 
involved  in  efforts  to  create  an  ab¬ 
solute  overlay  of  political  positions 
and  religious  convictions,  we 
similarly  urge  that  the  two  be  clearly 
distinguished  in  order  to  protect  the 
integrity  of  both  our  faith  and  our 
political  system. 


UM  abortion  stance  is  ‘pro  life’ 
mix  of  conviction  and  compassion 


Here  I  Stand 

Murder  by  any  other  name 
is  still  a  sin  before  God 


For  a  number  of  years  I  have  stood  on 
the  sidelines  observing  the  pro-  and  anti¬ 
abortion  arguments  until  I  have  come  to 
feel  that  I  can  no  longer,  in  good 
conscience,  remain  a  bystander  on  such 
an  important  issue.  I  must  stand  up  and 
be  counted.  So  many  are  harping  on  the 
rights  of  the  mother,  and  so  few  mention 
the  rights  of  the  babies  unable  to  speak 
for  themselves  that  I  feel  compelled  to 
speak  for  them. 

I  had  read  of  Pharaoh’s  death  decree 
for  Israelite  boy  babies,  of  Herod’s 
slaughter  of  300  baby  boys,  and  I  knew 
that  the  Nazis  killed  even  little  children, 
but  had  I  been  told  10  years  ago  that 
America  would  ever  consent  to  the 
killing  of  helpless  babies,  I  could  not 
have  believed  it.  Yet  now  abortion-on- 
demand  is  legal  here. 

Don’t  tell  me  that  what  is  aborted  is 
only  a  fetus,  not  a  human  being.  An 
unfertilized  ovum  is  not  a  living  being.  It 
is  not  so  regarded  by  nature,  whose  laws 
were  set  up  by  our  Creator,  and  it  is 
passed  off  after  a  certain  interval.  It 
takes  two  to  create  life,  and  after  sperm 
and  ovum  have  joined,  these  two 
together  do  add  up  to  a  living  being,  and 
good  and  well  do  those  crying  out  for 
abortion  know  it.  If  it  were  not  a  living 
being  developing  into  a  baby  to  be  bom, 
they  would  have  no  cause  for  concern. 

To  be  sure,  it  is  not  a  fully  developed 
human  being.  Neither  is  a  toddler,  nor  a 
pre-school  child.  In  fact,  a  child  in  the 
lower  grades  of  school  is  only  about  a 
half-developed  human  being.  So  what? 
They  are  all  human  lives  and  precious  in 
God’s  sight.  When  our  Lord  said,  “Suffer 
the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,”  I 
doubt  he  intended  us  to  kill  any  we  choose 
and  so  send  them  to  him  in  heaven 
prematurely.  Remember  that  he  also 
said,  of  one  who  wronged  a  child,  “Better 
for  him  that  a  mill  stone  were  hanged 
about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned 
in  the  depths  of  the  sea !  ”  ” 

Most  people,  confronted  by  an 
unwanted  litter  of  kittens,  would  be 
willing  to  give  them  away  rather  than 
take  them  out  and  kill  them.  Why  not  be 
at  least  as  merciful  to  our  own  offspring? 
There  are  fewer  babies  available  for 
adoption  now.  I  suspect  that  we  do  better 
by  kittens. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  right  of  a 
woman  to  control  her  own  body.  I  can 
only  say,  what  a  pity  she  did  not  exercise 
that  right  before  conceiving  an  unwanted 
child.  With  so  many  contraceptives 
available  now,  I  cannot  understand  why 
there  should  be  so  many  unwanted 
pregnancies.  I  have  read  estimates  of 
over  a  million  abortions  a  year  in  this 
country.  For  the  killing  of  these  babies 
because  their  existence  would  be 
impractical,  inconvenient,  or 
embarrassing  to  their  parents,  I  know 
no  logical  name  but  murder  for  it.  And  it 
is  murder  of  the  most  cowardly  sort! 
Murder  of  helpless  little  ones  unable  to 
resist  or  even  to  cry  out  in  their  own 
defense. 

In  one  instance  I  would  make  an 
exception.  If  the  mother’s  life  were  at 
stake,  I  would  not  consider  the  choice  of 
abortion  as  murder,  but  merely  the 
sacrifice  of  one  life  to  save  another  when 
both  could  not  be  saved. 

I  heartily  agree  that  every  baby  ought 


to  be  born  into  a  family  that  loves  it,  and 
be  properly  equipped  with  eyes,  ears, 
hands,  feet,  and  all  other  needful  “person 
parts,”  but  the  hard  fact  of  life  is  that 
some  are  not.  But  why  should  we  kill 
them  for  their  misfortune?  I  feel  that  we 
might  better  be  devising  preventions  or 
cures  for  such  misfortunes.  In  this 
respect  I  noted  a  couple  of  encouraging 
items  in  the  September  1981  "Reader’s 
Digest”  concerning  pre-birth  treatment 
of  birth  defects. 

Who  can  justly  judge  the  coming  life  to 
be  worthless?  The  value  of  such  a  life 
depends  so  much  on  how  the  parents 
meet  the  situation.  They  need  to  read 
Dale  Evans’  book,  “Angel  Unaware.” 
Yet  the  cry  is,  abort  the  handicapped 
baby.  The  ancient  Romans  had  a  simpler 
solution  to  this  problem.  They  threw  such 
children  into  the  Tiber  River.  Perhaps 
we  should  designate  a  river  for  this 
purpose.  How  about  the  Potomac? 

Seriously,  if  we  consider  Herod !s 
murder  of  300  babies  wicked,  is  it  not 
time  to  consider  how  far  we  have  “oilt 
Heroded  Herod?”  Pharaoh’s  death 
decree  against  Israelite  babies  seems 
shockingly  cruel,  but  how  many  more 
have  we  killed?  I  should  not  be  surprised 
•  if  we  have  even  out-done  Hitler  in  his 
destruction  of  those  whom  he  deemed 
unfit  to  be  German  citizens.  We  thought 
that  horrible,  but  how  much  differently 
will  God  judge  America? 

When  we  take  it  upon  ourselves  to 
decide  who  shall  inhabit  this  earth 
(including  us,  of  course)  and  who  shall 
not  (naturally  those  most  helpless  to 
object  to  their  death  sentence),  we  are 
treading  on  holy  ground,  invading  God’s 
domain.  In  only  one  circumstance  has  he 
expressly  given  to  man  the  right  to  share 
this  responsibility,  that  is  in  case  of 
murder.  Now  we  want  to  abdicate  this 
right  and  grab  another  never  granted. 
We  civilized  souls  have  developed 
sufficient  mercy  to  spare  murderers, 
preferring  to  kill  innocent  babies.  Can  we 
be  called  guiltless?  If  not,  if  this  nation 
must  pay  for  all  these  lives,  how  terrible 
the  price  maybe! 

And  when  we  deny  the  right  to  life  to 
the  very  young,  how  long  before  we  deny 
it  to  the  old  or  handicapped  who  are 
judged  to  be  useless  to  society?  In  their 
case,  however,  those  who  have  built  a 
lucrative  business  out  of  caring  for  them 
would  object.  For  the  little  ones  now 
being  destroyed,  there  are  few  who  care 
enough  to  speak  in  their  defense.  Yet  how 
long  can  you  be  silent  while  unborn 
babies  die? 

I  believe  that  “abortion  on  demand” 
has  become  as  much  a  national  sin  as 
was  slavery,  for  which  America  paid  a 
bitter  price.  If  in  the  future  the  blood  of 
every  helpless  babe  shed  in  this  land 
should  be  required  at  our  hands,  I 
tremble  for  our  country,  and  for  all  its 
citizens.  For  this  reason,  as  well  as  for 
these  helpless  little  ones,  I  take  my  stand 
against  abortion  on  demand. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Ruth 
Richmond,  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Osceola,  Arkansas 
(North  Arkansas  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Children  should  have  opportunities  to  express  their  Christian  faith 


To  the  Editor: 

Lee  Lovett’s  negative  comments  about 
the  Children’s  Hunger  Contest  with  its 
articles,  drawings,  prayers,  poems, 
essays  and  photographs  being  in  “ex¬ 
tremely  bad  taste”  could  be  very 
discouraging  to  a  child  who  has  worked 
hard  upon  a  project  (TM/UMR  letters, 
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August  21). 

As  adults,  we  are  accustomed  to 
receiving  negative  responses,  the 
throwing  of  cold  water,  the  discouraging 
word  about  our  work  and  our  efforts,  but 
children  are  fragile.  They  need  to 
develop  the  certainty  of  character  and  the 
faith  in  their  artistic  ability  to  counter 
such  negative  attitudes. 

Entering  such  contests  as  this  allows  a 
child  the  opportunity  to  develop  his 
skills,  the  opportunity  to  empathize  with 
another  peer  in  distress,  the  opportunity 
to  see  how  other  children  his  age  respond 
to  the  same  stimuli,  and  the  opportunity 
to  put  the  values  of  religious  education 
into  their  visual  presentations. 

Fine  art  is  built  upon  emotionalism, 
the  ability  to  express  grief  and  abject 
horror  of  war  or  compassion  for  a  dymg 
friend;  or  the  triumph  of  a  victory  as  in  a 
foot  race;  or  the  triumph  of  a  victory  in 
the  field  of  medicine  such  as  the 
elimination  of  smallpox  and  polio;  or 
triumph  in  the  field  of  science  in  creating 
the  telephone  or  electric  light.  The  joy  of 
accomplishment  expressed  in  visual 
terms  of  understanding  by  these  children 
should  bring  joy  to  the  heart  of  every 
United  Methodist.  Mr.  Lovett  should 
realize  that  one  day  we  will  be  gone  and 
then  it  will  be  one  of  these  young  people 
who  must  carry  the  message  of  Christ  for 
05  •  Marjorie  Martin 

San  Francisco,  California 

Editorial  is  unfair  to 

Interior  Secretary  W att 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  editorial  of  August  7  concerning 
U.  S.  Interior  Secretary  Watt  shows  your 
ignorance  of  scripture  as  well  as  bias 
against  him.  I  know  nothing  about  the 
man  except  that  he  is  being  used  as  a 
kind  of  toogeyman  for  all  those  who 
dislike  the  present  Administration. 

I  find  the  parable  of  the  pounds  in  Luke 
19:11-27  uses  the  term  “occupy  till  I 
come”  (KJV)  and  it  seems  to  me  this  is 
the  scripture  Mr.  Watt  refers  to.  There 
are  different  meanings  in  this  parable, 
i.e.,  rebellious  citizens,  and  the  master’s 
(Jesus?)  delay  in  returning,  but  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  interest  is  the  ten  slaves  or  ser¬ 
vants  each  of  whom  was  given  a  mina  or 
pound  with  which  to  trade  (occupy,  KJV) 


and  make  a  profit.  The  most  successful 
servant  received  the  greatest  reward. 
The  one  who  earned  nothing  was  rebuked 
for  his  laziness.  So  the  need  for  faithful 
service  is  taught,  and  the  prospect  of 
reward  and  loss  is  put  before  the  ser¬ 
vants. 

The  meaning  of  the  parable  for  us 
today  is  (1)  the  Messiah  was  and  is  being 
rejected  by  men,  and  (2)  we  are  in  a 
period  when  the  disciples  of  Jesus  must 
engage  in  faithful  service  until  he  returns 
in  kingly  power. 

Nothing  I’ve  read  of  Mr.  Watt’s  actions 
has  any  relationship  to  “eat,  drink  and  be 
merry.” 

Are  you  against  all  Christian  believers 
participating  in  politics  or  just  those 
whose  views  differ  from  yours?  I  believe 
that  a  truly  converted  person  cannot 
divide  his  life  into  secular  and  spiritual, 
anymore  than  he  can  live  a  different  life 
on  Sunday  than  the  other  days  of  the 
week.  In  other  words  a  believer  must  live 
a  godly  life  24  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a 
week-  Victor  D.  Smith 

Orinda,  California 

U.S.  has  more  than  met 

call  to  ‘occupy  the  land’ 

To  the  Editor: 

For  one  who  lives  in  an  environment 
where,  to  be  openly  supportive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles  may 
cause  one  to -be  viewed  suspiciously,  the 
Reporter’s  editorial  columns  are  a  bright 
spot. 

You  will  likely  reap  much  anger  for 
your  comments  about  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  Watt,  but  thanks  for  taking  that 
risk  (TM/UMR,  August  7). 

It  would  seem  that  in  years  past,  the 
United  States  has  more  than  fulfilled  a 
call  to  “occupy  the  land.”  And  if  my 
opinion  means  nothing,  ask  some  Native 
Americans  in  the  Dakotas  how  they  feel 
about  occupation  of  the  land. 

May  Pomeroy 
Jamestown,  North  Dakota 

Anti-Reagan  tone  of  the 
Reporter ‘disenchanting’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Each  week  I  take  time  off  from  a  very 
busy  schedule  to  read  the  Reporter. 


However,  I  am  becoming  very  disen¬ 
chanted  with  your  criticism  of  President 
Reagan  and  his  Administration.  Mr. 
Reagan  was  elected  by  and  for  the 
people.  He  has  kept  very  close  to  that 
platform  on  which  he  ran. 

Recent  polls  show  that  our  President  is 
more  popular  after  almost  one  year  in  of¬ 
fice  than  when  elected.  I  feel  sure  a  poll 
taken  at  this  time  among  “church  going” 
United  Methodists  would  agree  with  this, 
perhaps  to  a  greater  percent  than  even 
the  random  polls  show. 

It  is  very  easy  to  criticize.  If  you  must 
get  into  politics,  and  I  do  not  feel  that  a 
church  paper  should,  why  not  give  some 
constructive  criticism  along  with  all  the 
destructive  criticism  that  you  are  now 
publishing? 

Jack  C.  Clayton 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Prof.  Cone’s  economic 
analysis  based  on  fallacy 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  new  reader  of  the  Reporter,  I  am 
impressed  with  the  extent  of  its  news 
coverage,  but  I  am  appalled  by  some  of 
the  nonsense  voiced  by  people  who  ought 
to  know  better.  For  example,  in  the 
July  31  issue,  Professor  James  H.  Cone  is 
quoted  as  saying  that  white  Methodists  of 
North  America  and  Europe  are  ad¬ 
vantaged  “because  they  share  in  the 
economic  resources  that  their  countries 
obtained  from  poor  countries  through 
slavery,  colonization  and  unjust  trade 
agreements.” 

As  an  economist,  I  brand  that  view  as 
utter  foolishness.  The  21-or-so  free 
nations  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
achieved  a  high  degree  of  affluence 
because  they  built  an  industrial 
economy.  In  most  cases,  it  took  100  years 
or  more.  It  resulted  from  a  lqck  of  govern¬ 
ment  “planning”  and  interference,  with 
free  men  exercising  initiative, 
imagination,  risk-taking,  hard  work, 
cooperation,  and  otherwise  following  the 
principles  of  capitalism.  In  the  U.  S.,  our 
own  natural  resources  were  a  big  help, 
but  other  countries  have  natural  re¬ 
sources  too,  and  some,  like  Japan  and 
Switzerland  have  few. 

In  the  case  of  England,  several 
economists  have  proved  that  colonies 


were  a  hindrance  rather  than  a  help;  in 
the  U.  S.,  over  the  long  term,  slavery  did 
vastly  more  harm  than  good  (we  are  still 
paying  for  it). 

Prof.  Cone’s  analysis  seems  to  be 
based  on  the  fallacy  that  affluence  is 
zero-sum  equation;  that  is,  that  people 
and  nations  can  prosper  only  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  others  who  are  hurt.  That  is  as 
nonsensical  as  the  idea  that  if  100  people 
acquire  an  education  then  100  others 
must  remain  unschooled,  or  that  if  100 
souls  are  saved  then  100  others  must  be 


consigned  to  perdition.  On  the  contrary, 
there  is  much  truth  in  the  cliche  that  a 
rising  tide  lifts  all  boats.  The  grace  of 
God  is  without  limit. 

I  have  yet  to  run  across  a  theologian  or 
preacher  who  knew  much  if  anything 
about  basic  economics,  although  I  am 
sure  there  are  a  few.  Yet  theologians  and 
preachers  make  all  sorts  of  value 
judgments  relating  to  economics,  despite 
the  lack  of  competence  to  do  so. 

John  H.  Harwood 
Birmingham,  Michigan 


There!*  still  time 
to  sign  up  for 
the  Fest  ival  of  Songs  j 

Seminars! 

learn  new  ideas  to  enhance  your 
church's  music  program  with  Songs  of 

Zion  and  Supplement  to 
The  Book  of  Hymns.  Pick 
the  location  and  date 
convenient  for  you.  Call 
or  write  your  Cokesbury 
Regional  Service  Center 
with  your  registration  or 
for  more  Information. 

DATIS  AND  LOCATIONS: 

nlo.Kan 


,  FESTWU 
9  OF  SONGS 
SOWWMAR 
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t*pt.  12.  San  Antonio,  Kansas  City;  Sept. 
13,  Albuquerque;  Sept,  19,  Mobile,  Rose¬ 
ville  (Minneapolis);  Sept.  20,  Birmingham; 
Sept.  26,  Columbia  (SC),  Ft.  Wayne,  Balti¬ 
more;  Sept.  27,  Shreveport;  Oct.  3,  Macon, 
Dallas,  Oshkosh,  Palatine  (Chicago);  Oct. 
4,  Charlotte  (NC);  Oct.  10,  Nashville,  Los 
Angeles,  Conway  (Little  Rock),  Lexington 
(MA);  Oct.  17,  Atlanta.  Lexington  (KY). 
Manchester  (St.  Louis),  Lubbock.  William¬ 
sport  (PA);  Oct.  IS,  Dayton  (OH),  Harrisburg 
(PA);  Oct.  24,  Indianapolis,  Lansing;  Oct. 
25,  Clawson  (Ml);  Oct.  31,  Johnson  City 
(TN),  Canton  (OH).  Klnwood  (Houston);  Nov. 
7,  Bridgeport  (CT);  Nov.  S,  North  Syracuse. 
Wayne  (Philadelphia),  Omaha;  Ncv.14, 
Wilson  (NC),  Jackson  (MS),  Oklahoma 
City;  Nov.  15,  Memphis;  Nov.  21,  Tampa, 
Richmond.  Charleston  (WV).  Boise;  Nov. 

22,  Portland 
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‘Welfare  image’  plagues  UMC’s  pledge  to  ministries 


Editor’s  Note:  The  United  Methodist  Church's  sole  missional 
priority  1980-84  is  to  strengthen  its  ethnic  and  racial  minority  churches 
so  they  can  carry  out  their  own  missions.  The  goal  is  to  raise  $5  million 
annually  through  apportionments  to  repair  buildings,  supplement 
pastors’  salaries,  help  establish  outreach  ministries,  recruit  and 
educate  new  ministers  and  nurture  congregations  and  their  leaders  in 
a  number  of  ways.  This  story  Is  part  of  TM/UMR’s  continuing 
coverage  of  the  successes  and  shortcomings  of  the  effort.  


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA  —  United  Methodism ’s  pledge 
■  in  1980  for  an  all-out,  four-year  effort  to  strengthen 
»its  ethnic  minority  local  churches  (EMLC)  is 
being  largely  ignored  by  its  white  Congregations 
and  even  by  many  annual  conferences,  according 
•to  a  denominational  coordinating  committee. 

'  “If  this  is  the  one  great  priority  of  the 
1  denomination,  you’d  think  church  members  at 
least  would  know  it  exists,”  lamented  Hazel  Brice 
’  last  weekend. 

There  are  virtually  no  signs  in  her  area  that 


anybody  knows  about  it,  she  said.  Ms.  Brice  is  a 
Native  American  laywoman  in  a  predominantly 
white  congregation  in  Alabama. 

“Even  to  get  the  black  churches  and  the  white 
churches  in  my  district  together  would  be  a  step,” 
she  told  TM/UMR.  “But  they  aren’t  really 
connected.”  From  the  lack  of  interaction,  one 
would  think  they  aren’t  part  of  the  same 
denomination,  she  indicated. 

Reports  from  other  regions  related  similar 
problems. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  the  Seattle  Area, 
after  listening  to  a  day  of  reports,  said:  “It  boils 
down  to  the  fact  that  developing  and  strengthening 


the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  is  not  a  priority 
with  so  many  pastors.” 

But  there  are  problems  higher  up  as  well,  the 
EMLC  coordinating  committee  decided  after 
examining  reports  from  annual  conferences  which 
are  allowed  to  keep  30  percent  of  the  EMLC  funds 
and  are  mandated  by  the  1980  General  Conference 
to  make  concerted  efforts  to  strengthen  the  ethnic- 
minority  churches  within  their  boundaries. 

The  committee  is  composed  of  21  board 
members  and  staff  from  the  UMC’s  general 
agencies.  Members  noted  the  following 
deficiencies  in  the  reports : 

•  Some  conferences  still  have  not  designated  a 
committee  to  deal  with  the  EMLC  task.  “The 
General  Conference  guidelines  there  is  to  be  a 
separate  EMLC  task  force  under  the  conference 
council  of  ministries,”  said  Dorothy  Turner-Lacy 
of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

•  Many  conferences  simply  added  the  EMLC 
responsibility  to  other  duties  of  pre-existing 
committees.  Several  gave  the  programming  task 
to  their  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  which  is 


only  supposed  to  monitor  such  activities. 

•  Only  39  of  the  73  conferences  had  even 
submitted  reports  by  last  weekend,  despite  the 
Aug.  31  deadline  set  by  the  UMC’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

•  The  reports  showed  a  general  lack  of 
understanding  of  what  the  priority  means  and 
typically  lacked  a  definite  plan  of  action. 

•  Most  conferences  gave  no  indication  that  they 
plan  to  monitor  EMLC  expenditures  and 
programs. 

•  Where  plans  were  specified,  they  dealt  with 
funding  details  but  almost  never  with 
"considerations  of  the  systemic  problems  that 
weaken  ethnic-minority  churches,”  Ms.  Turner- 
Lacy  said. 

A  report  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
stated  that  a  study  of  ethnic  minority  churches 
found  them  to  be  “powerless  within  the. 
connectional  system;  they  experience  isolation 
and  alienation  from  the  rest  of  the  church.” 

In  1968,  the  UMC  officially  ceased  to  be  a 
segregated  denomination,  but  the  General 


Conference  did  not  make  provisions  to  ensure  that 
ethnic-minority  churches  would  become  full 
participants  in  the  life  of  formerly  white  annual 
conferences,  Ms.  Turner-Lacy  told  the  committee. 
Now,  after  13  years,  most  ethnic-minority 
churches  remain  at  least  partly  estranged  from 
the  rest  of  the  denomination,  she  said. 

The  EMLC  priority,  in  part,  is  an  effort  finally  to 
fully  connect  them,  but  too  many  grassroots 
United  Methodists  totally  misunderstand  its 
purpose,  committee  members  said. 

“When  we  talk  to  churches,  we’re  constantly 
asked  why  we  are  creating  a  welfare  class,”  said 
Marie  Rivera,  a  Hispanic  laywoman  from  New 
Jersey  who  has  been  trained  to  explain  the  EMLC 
priority  to  local  churches. 

“Evangelism,  more  than  anything,  is  the  goal  of 
this  four -year  effort,”  Bishop  Talbert  said.  "The 
1980  General  Conference  wanted  to  bring  this 
nation’s  unchurched  Hispanics,  Asian  Americans, 
blacks  and  Native  Americans  into  Christian 
fellowship  within  the  United  Methodist  Church,” 
he  explained. 


Pacific  Homes  plan  for 
reorganization  okayed 


LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)  -  A 
federal  bankruptcy  judge  has  con¬ 
firmed  the  plan  of  reorganization  for 
the  bankrupt  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  corporation.  Management 
of  the  homes  will  pass  to  the  newly- 
elected  trustees  on  Sept.  21 . 

By  Oct.  1,  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  pay  $15.6 
million  of  the  $21  million  to  be  loaned 
the  homes  in  the  plan  of 
reorganization.  The  remainder  will  be 
paid  during  the  next  five  years. 

John  W.  Kirkman,  Pacific  and 
Southwest  treasurer,  said  Sept.  4  the 
conference  has  on  hand  in  excess  of 
$17  million.  This  sum  includes  $7 
million  borrowed  from  two  general 
agencies  of  the  denomination,  and 
more  than  $2  million  loaned  or  gran¬ 
ted  to  them  by  other  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

The  Aug.  31  confirmation  of  the  plan 
by  Judge  James  E.  Moriarty  was  the 
final  judicial  stop  needed  to  bring  to  a 
conclusion  the  tangled  case  growing 
out  of  the  financial  woes  of  the 
retirement  home  corporation.  Court 
proceedings  date  from  February  of 
1977  when  the  corporation,  denied  per¬ 
mission  by  the  state  to  rewrite 
residents’  contracts,  filed  for 
reorganization  under  Chapter  XI  of 
the  federal  bankruptcy  statutes. 

From  that  point,  wave  after  wave  of 
litigation  and  legal  paperwork 
engulfed  the  annual  conference  and 
1  the  denomination  as  a  whole, 
reaching  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  on 
several  occasions.  At  one  time, 
lawsuits  against  United  Methodism, 
two  of  its  general  boards,  the  Pacific 


and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  and 
an  assortment  of  individuals  totaled 
more  than  $500  million. 

Legal  fees  on  all  sides  of  the 
proceedings  come  to  around  $9.5 
million. 

The  case  was  watched  closely  by 
other  religious  bodies,  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  entered 
the  case  as  a  “friend  of  the  court”  on 
behalf  of  the  church. 

Left  unresolved  in  the  settlement  is 
the  constitutional  issue  of  whether  a 
religious  body  can  be  held  liable  for 
the  actions  of  one  of  its  constituent 
parts,  in  this  instance  an  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

The  legal  logjam  broke  on  Dec.  10, 
1980,  when  Superior  Court  Judge  Ed¬ 
ward  T.  Butler  announced  in  San 
Diego  that  agreement  in  principle  had 
been  reached  on  a  plan  of 
reorganization  for  the  homes  which  at 
one  time  cared  for  around  2,000  per¬ 
sons  in  seven  retirement  homes  and 
seven  health  care  facilities  in  Arizona, 
Southern  California  and  Hawaii. 

Since  that  time,  the  proposal  has 
been  approved  by  the  annual  con¬ 
ference,  courts  here  and  in  San  Diego, 
the  residents  of  the  homes  and 
creditors  of  the  corporation.  Judge 
Moriarty ’s  confirmation  came  about 
a  month  earlier  than  had  been  ex¬ 
pected  earlier  in  the  year. 

Among  other  things,  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  reorganizations 
means  United  Methodism  as  a 
denomination,  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  one  of 
its  divisions  are  dismissed  from  the 
proceedings. 


Art  show  benefits  Pacific  Homes 


CANOGA  PARK,  Calif.  —  St.  John's  In  the  Valley  United  Methodist  Church 
staged  its  12th  annual  two-day  art  show  here  recently  and  netted  over  $3,000. 

One-third  of  the  net  was  designated  for  Pacific  Homes,  the  bankrupt  chain  of 
United  Methodist  retirement  homes  in  this  area  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 

The  show  attracted  113  exhibitors  and  over  2,000  visitors  to  the  church’s  five-acre 
park-like  grounds. 

The  event  was  begun  in  1970  as  a  church  fund-raiser,  but  it  has  expanded  over  the 
years  to  include  the  community.  Local  merchants  purchase  advertising  space  in  a 
40-page  brochure,  and  local  publicity  includes  banners  at  three  major  street  in¬ 
tersections  and  a  radio  broadcast  live  from  the  show. 

Exhibitors  include  both  veterans  and  beginners.  Entertainment  includes  pup¬ 
petry,  dancing  and  singing  ranging  from  barbershop  to  country  and  western. 

Awards  are  presented  in  crafts  and  photography.  w  1 

PACIFIC  AND  SOUTHWEST  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


U.S.  Hilt’  to  S.  Africa 
angers  church  leaders 


Bishops’  Bible  study:  interest  and  sales  high 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Interest  in  two  new 
sets  of  Bible  study  materials  endorsed  by 
the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops  is 
strong  with  sales  of  more  than  130,000 
books  reported  by  the  end  of  August, 
according  to  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  here. 

If  sales  of  the  Bible  studies  and  other 
church  school  literature  continue  at  the 
present  pace,  the  Publishing  House’s 
total  fall  shipment  will  run  about  five 
percent  above  the  1.2  million  student  books 
sold  last  year,  according  to  Mark  Lewis, 
manager  of  Graded  Press.  “It’s  been 
•  pretty  encouraging  —  especially  on  the 
-adult  level.” 

Ordinarily,  most  fall  sales  are  made  by 
early  September,  but  publishing  house 
‘•representatives  setting  up  exhibits  at  Bible 
* -conferences  sponsored  by  several  bishops 
have  reported  what  they  consider  a 
surprising  level  of  continuing  sales. 


‘It  ’s  been  pretty  encouraging 
—  especially  on  the  adult  leveV 
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Celebrate... 
one  faith! 


WORLD  COMMUNION 

SUNDAY  •  October  4. 1981 

A  festival  —  celebrating  one  faith 
in  Christ.  An  open  commitment 
to  his  church  and  mission.  Our 
sharing  —  of  the  cup  and  the 
loaf  and  in  these  specialized 
ministries:  CRUSADE  SCHOLARS 
•  ETHNIC  MINORITY  SCHOLARS 
•  ETHNIC  MINORITY  •  IN- 
SERVICE  TRAINING 
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Order  roar  World  Communion 
materials  today: 

United  Methodist  Communication* 
1200  Davis  St.,  Bvanston,  IL  60201 


Because  the  bishops  are  just  now 
beginning  to  promote  the  studies  in  a 
major  way  in  their  annual  conferences, 
there  is  some  speculation  that  sales 
won't  fall  off  for  some  time. 

The  more  popular  of  the  two  studies  is 
the  six-month  survey  course  which 
utilizes  student  work  books  and  tape 
recordings  with  the  regular  student 
books.  Every  book  in  the  Bible  is  sum¬ 
marized  in  the  course. 

“Even  some  of  our  people  already  en¬ 
gaged  in  informal  Bible  study  are  in¬ 
terested  in  the  survey  course,”  said  the 
Rev.  John  Hartleroad  at  a  Bible  con¬ 
ference  in  the  Southern  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence  late  last  month. 

“They  may  know  a  lot  about  one  book 
or  a  few  books  but  don’t  have  a  total  over¬ 
view  of  the  themes  of  the  Bible,”  he  ad¬ 
ded. 

A  minister  at  a  Wesley  Foundation  in 
Illinois  told  TM/UMR  he  is  excited 
about  using  the  survey  course  with  uni¬ 
versity  students  who  are  showing 
an  increasing  interest  in  Bible  study. 

One  Central  Illinois  conference 
minister  said  he  believes  the  survey 
course  may  be  the  tool  he  needs  to  wean 
his  Sunday  School  teachers  away  from 
the  “unchallenging,  over-simplified” 
literature  produced  by  a  popular  non- 
denominational  publisher.  The  work¬ 
books  and  simple  style  of  the  survey  are 
similar  to  the  other  publisher’s  product, 
but  the  bishop-endorsed  survey  is  much 
more  challenging  and  has  much  better 
scholarship  behind  it,  the  minister  said. 

While  all  the  other  statistics  about  his 
church  have  been  rising,  Sunday  School 
attendance  has  continued  to  lag.  He  said 
he  hopes  the  survey  course  will  lead  the 
teachers  into  using  other  United 
Methodist  literature  which,  he  believes, 
will  put  some  excitement  back  into  the 
Sunday  School. 

The  other  new  bishop-endorsed  Bible 


study  is  an  in-depth,  book-by-book  effort 
that  takes  six  years  to  complete. 

“The  six-year  part  of  it  spooked  all  my 
people,”  another  Illinois  minister  told 
TM/UMR. 

Nonetheless,  the  Publishing  House  has 
sold  56,000  copies  of  the  initial  Genesis 
study  books.  The  Exodus  materials  will 
be  released  Oct.  15. 

Ellen  Hos tetter,  curriculum  counselor 


for  the  Publishing  House,  said  the 
Genesis  books  are  selling  a  little  below 
expectations.  But  the  75,000  copy  sale  of 
the  survey  course  book  is  above  ex¬ 
pectations,  she  said.  Two  other  new  sets 
of  Publishing  House  materials  for  adults 
which  aren’t  primarily  Bible  studies  — 
“Faith  Meets  Life”  and  “Ages  and 
Stages”  —  also  are  outpacing  predic¬ 
tions,  she  said. 

Last  year,  each  of  the  45  active  bishops 
pledged  to  train  and  encourage  the 
ministers  in  their  annual  conferences  to 
make  Bible  study  an  integral  part  of 
their  churches’  activity. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  JOHN  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Two  actions  here  Sept. 
11  put  this  nation’s  largest  ecumenical 
body  and  leaders  of  six  Protestant 
denominations  on  record  opposing  South 
Africa’s  recent  invasion  of  Angola  and 
criticizing  the  Reagan  administration’s 
apparent  soft  reaction  toward  that  in¬ 
vasion. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
executive  committee  adopted  a  400-word 
resolution  which: 

•Labels  South  Africa  as  continuing  to 
be  “a  racist  state  with  apartheid  as  its 
basic  societal  doctrine.” 

•Accuses  South  Africa  of  continuing  to 
occupy  neighboring  Namibia  “in  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  international  court  of  justice 
and  the  United  Nations.” 

•Charges  that  South  Africa  “has  used 
Namibia  as  a  base  for  its  military  in¬ 
vasions  of  Angola,  the  most  recent  of 
South  Africa’s  incursions  into  neigh¬ 
boring  sovereign  states.” 

•Alleges  that  the  U.S.  government 
“has  refused  to  condemn  the  South 
African  invasion  of  Angola  on  the  pretext 
that  the  broader  problems  in  South 
Africa  need  to  be  addressed.” 

A  National  Council  of  Churches 
spokeswoman  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
NCC,  by  its  action,  is  trying  to  focus  the 
South  African  issue  on  apartheid.  News 
Service  director  Harriet  Ziegler  said, 
“South  Africa  is  trying  to  make  this  out 
to  be  an  East-West  issue,  but  we  insist 
that  apartheid  and  liberation  are  the  real 
issues.” 

The  NCC  resolution  noted  that  the 
United  Nations  Security  Council  had 
recently  considered  a  resolution  which 
condemned  South  Africa’s  invasion  of 
Angola.  The  United  States  vetoed  that 
resolution  in  the  Security  Council,  and 
the  NCC  said  this  U.S.  action  “implied 
support  of  apartheid  and  represents  a  tilt 
toward  South  Africa .  ’  ’ 

After  the  NCC  resolution  was  adopted. 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  of  the  Illinois  Area,  a  member  of 
the  NCC  executive  committee,  issued 
this  statement: 

“This  resolution  should  be  particularly 
significant  for  United  Methodists 
because,  unlike  most  U.S. -based 
denominations,  we  do  have  a  church  in 
Angola.  Therefore,  it  is  appropriate  for 
us  to  lend  our  support  to  the  recognition 
of  the  Angolan  people  and  their  in¬ 
dependence  and  to  their  right  to  .exist 
without  oppression.  It  is  incumbent  upon 
us  as  their  brothers  and  sisters  to  exert 


whatever  influence  we  have  upon  our 
own  government  to  recognize  the 
feelings  and  the  rights  of  the  newly- 
independent  nations  of  Africa  such  as 
Angola,  Mozambique  and  Zimbabwe.  ” 

Bishop  Hodapp  then  became  one  of  six 
initial  signers  of  a  longer  and  stronger 
statement  denouncing  South  Africa’s  in¬ 
vasion  of  Angola. 

The  longer  statement  —  which  does  not 
have  NCC  endorsement  —  calls  for  im¬ 
mediate  and  permanent  removal  of 
South  African  troops  from  Angola  and 
Namibia  and  resumption  of  negotiations 
that  will  insure  full  independence  for 
Namibia. 

The  statement  adds,  “We  are  outraged 
by  the  U.S.  veto  of  a  resolution  which 
simply  calls  for  the  condemnation  of  the 
Angolan  invasion.” 

The  statement  charges  that  the  U.S. 
veto  is  a  fundamental  turning  away  from 
all  past  Democratic  and  Republican  ad¬ 
ministrations.  “We  should  stand  for 
freedom  and  justice  for  all  people,”  the 
document  states,  adding,  “While  our 
government  verbally  states  that  the  U.S. 
deplores  apartheid,  we  support  it  in  prac¬ 
tice.” 

Other  initial  signers  of  the  extended 
statement  are  William  P.  Thompson  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Avery 
Post  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
James  R.  Crumley  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  America,  Robert  W.  Ness  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  NCC 
president  William  Howard. 

The  statement  is  addressed  to 
American  churches.  Ms.  Ziegler  said  it 
will  be  circulated  to  other  denominational 
leaders  for  their  signatures. 

The  two  church-group  actions  came 
only  one  day  after  45  non-aligned  coun¬ 
tries  called  on  the  United  Nations  for  the 
total  isolation  of  South  Africa  and  a 
worldwide  trade  boycott  to  punish  that 
nation  for  its  refusal  to  grant  independ¬ 
ence  to  South-West  Africa  ( Namibia ) . 


Surgeon  blasts  ‘pro-choice’ stance 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
N*«d«d  in  2.800-m#mb«r  United  Mvihodltt  Church. 
Shaking  p«r«on  with  Chrlstion  Educonon  dagra*  ond 
axparlanca. 

Solory  nagofiobla  ond  commanturota  with 
training  ond  axparianca 
frlta  P  O  Bo.  1838 

Corpu*  Chriili  T X  78403 
.  or  coll  1517)  881  03°’ 


CLASSIFIED 


CAMP  RESOURCES  POSITIONS  open  Three  half 
time  persons  with  training/experience  in  providing 
resources  and  coordination  for  district  and  local 
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By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Dr.  Mildred  Jefferson,  a 
Boston  surgeon,  prefers  not  to  be  called 
an  “anti-abortionist.” 

“I  am  not  at  odds  with  any  coalition.  I 
continue  on  one  course  without  veering  to 
the  right  or  the  left,”  she  said.  “My  aim 
is  to  help  restore  legal  protection  of  life  to 
all  and  to  make  protection  of  human  life 
the  absolute  priority  of  our  society.” 

As  the  only  black  female  speaker  at  the 
recent  “Rally  for  Life”  which  brought 
together  several  nationally-based  new 
right  religious  and  political 
organizations.  Dr.  Jefferson  joined  other 
speakers  in  blasting  the  “pro-choice” 
stance  on  abortion.  Unlike  the 
predominantly  white  male  cast  at  the 
rally,  however,  Dr.  Jefferson  steered 
clear  of  offering  commentaries  about 
other  social  and  political  issues,  and 
maintained  her  single-issue  course. 

The  first  black  woman  graduate  of 
Harvard  Medical  School,  Dr.  Jefferson  is 
diminutive  in  stature,  soft-spoken  but  im¬ 
pressively  articulate  in  her  views  on  the 
current  ‘pro-life’  movement. 

A  member  of  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Dr.  Jefferson  has 
spoken  to  many  local  groups  of  United 
Methodists.  Three  years  ago,  she  spoke 
concerning  the  subject  of  abortion  at  the 
annual  convocation  of  the  UMC’s  “Good 
News”  caucus. 

In  an  interview  with  TM/UMR  at 
the  rally,  Dr.  Jefferson  sharply  criticized 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  other 
churches  for  adopting  a  “pro-choice” 
stance  on  abortion. 

“The  very  idea  is  anti-religious  at  its 
base,"  she  said.  “It  is  a  secularist  at¬ 
titude  —  a  demand  for  social  anarchy.  A 
church  which  is  ‘pro-choice’  is  saying 
that  individuals  should  have  the  right  to 
choose  to  do  whatever  they  want  to  do  and 
that  goes  against  Christian  teaching.” 


Dr.  Mildred  Jefferson 


Dr.  Jefferson  is  a  general  surgeon  at 
United-Methodist-related  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  Medical  Center  and  serves  as 
assistant  clinical  professor  of  surgery  at 
Boston  University  School  of  Medicine. 
She  is  president  of  the  National  Right  to 
Life  Committee  Inc.  Her  biographical 
materials  name  her  as  a  possible  can¬ 
didate  for  the  U.S.  Senate  seat  in 
Massachusetts  in  1982. 

Her  involvement  in  the  “pro-life” 
movement,  she  recalled,  began  10  years 
ago  when  she  signed  a  petition  at¬ 
tempting  to  block  a  resolution  before  the 
American  Medical  Association.  She  said 
while  the  resolution  did  not  condone 
abortion,  it  held  that  performing  an  abor¬ 
tion  would  not  be  unethical.  Dr.  Jefferson 
said  after  the  resolution  was  adopted  it 
was  used  to  promote  the  acceptance  of 


abortion  as  an  individual’s  right. 

“The  debate  is  not  over  choice,”  she 
said.  “The  so-called  ‘pro-choice’  people 
are  trying  to  find  a  slogan  that  has 
emotional  appeal.  We  all  have  unlimited 
choices  every  day,  but  the  Christian 
covenant  is  our  moral  guide.  For  some 
things  —  like  the  taking  of  a  life  —  there 
are  no  choices  for  people  of  faith.” 

She  said  religious  persons  who  “at¬ 
tempt  to  straddle  a  pro-choice  position,” 
but  say  they  are  “personally  opposed”  to 
abortion,  are  unsure  of  what  they 
Delieve.  “They  are  not  willing  to  face 
hard  choices  and  an  absolute  com¬ 
mitment  to  right  or  wrong.  I  know  these 
people  are  extremely  uncomfortable 
with  their  ‘middle-of-the-road’  position 
because  they  always  start  their  speeches 
by  saying  how  complex  the  abortion 
question  is  and  how  confused  they  are. 
Well,  I  am  not  confused,  and  if  I  were,  I 
would  hardly  be  in  a  public  place  trying 
to  confuse  other  people.” 

Although  many  speakers  at  the  “Rally 
for  Life”  vehemently  criticized 
President  Ronald  Reagan’s  nomination 
of  Arizona  Judge  Sandra  Day  O’Connor 
to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  because  of  her 
alleged  "pro-abortion”  voting  record, 
Dr.  Jefferson  steered  clear  of  any  per¬ 
sonal  denunciations.  She  did,  however, 
criticize  the  Supreme  Court’s  1973 
decision  in  Roe  v.  Wade  which  made 
abortion  a  legal  option.  " 

“The  Court  has  been  on  this  bent  to 
shape  social  law,  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Constitution,”  Dr.  Jefferson 
said.  “The  thrust  of  the  conflict  in  the 
abortion  issue  is  between  the  weak  and 
the  strong,  and  the  Court  has  ignored  its 
duty  and  sided  with  the  strong  (the 
mother  and  her  physician)  against  the 
weak  (the  unborn  child).  The  Supreme 
Court  has  thus  violated  the  social  con¬ 
tract  by  finding  a  way  to  give  an  in¬ 
dividual  the  legal  right  to  kill,"  she  said. 


Star  set 
to  launch 
TV  effort 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Carol  Lawrence, 
star  of  stage,  screen  and  television, 
will  be  mistress  of  ceremonies  for 
United  Methodism’s  national 
satellite-linked  launch  Sept.  20  of  a 
campaign  to  raise  at  least  $25  million 
to  buy  a  television  station  and  create  a 
United  Methodist  “presence”  in  the 
television  industry. 

Campaign  national  director  A. 
LeRoy  Lightner  described  Ms. 
Lawrence  as  “an  enthusiastic  and  up¬ 
beat  personality  who  will  generate  a 
lot  of  excitement  on  the  program  .  ”  He 
also  said  that  she  has  given  her 
Christian  witness  publicly  many 
times  and  has  appeared  on  other 
television  programs  raising  money 
for  religious  causes. 

Her  duty  on  the  hour-long  program, 
he  said,  will  be  to  introduce  other 
program  personalities  and  to  bridge 
from  one  program  segment  to 
another.  She  also  is  expected  to  sing 
the  theme  song,  “Link  to  a  New  Life,” 
composed  especially  for  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

Some  4,000  United  Methodists  are 
expected  to  fill  Nashville’s  Grand  Ole 
Opry  house  for  the  live  performance. 
Another  6,000  are  expected  in  more 
than  100  “downlink”  locations  across 
the  country,  primarily  in  Holiday 
Inns  with  satellite  communication 
reception  facilities. 

The  fund-raising  campaign  is  a  part 
of  the  “National  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry”  program  authorized  by 
the  1980  General  Conference  on 
recommendation  of  United  Methodist 
Communication.  The  fund-raising 
campaign  was  authorized  to  take 
place  outside  the  denomination’s 
apportionment  system. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
plans  not  only  to  buy  a  commercial 
television  station  but  also  to  produce 
and  disseminate  programming.  It  is 
anticipated  that  income  from  the 
station’s  operations  will  be  used  to 
produce  a  variety  of  programs  for 
transmission  over  several  channels 
including  satellite,  cable,  and  church 
and  home  video  systems. 

_ _ -  JOHN  LOVELACE 
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Equality  for  women 
raises  Orthodox  ire 
within  World  Council 


Residents  learn ,  sing  at  Baddour 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

SENATOBIA,  Miss.  -  When  the 
smiling  members  of  the  choir  take 
their  places  on  the  stage,  and  the 
visibly  confident  accompanists  settle 
themselves  at  the  piano,  strum  their 
guitars  and  play  percussion 
instruments  with  precision,  the 
audience  is  greatly  impressed. 

But,  after  the  group  performs 
several  numbers,  the  director 
announces  that  the  talented  ensemble 
is  comprised  of  mentally  retarded 
adults,  the  audience  is  amazed,  and 
people  suddenly  understand  the  true 
meaning  of  the  group’s  name  —  “The 
Miracles.” 

The  Miracles”  are  a  25-member 
singing  group  of  mildly  and 
moderately  retarded  adults  who  are 
residents  of  the  Baddour  Memorial 
Center  here,  which  is  administrated 
by  United  Methodism’s  North 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference.  The 
group  has  performed  nationally  for 
more  than  70,000  persons.  Proceeds 
from  the  love  offerings  received  at 
their  concerts  are  a  significant  means 
of  support  for  Baddour  Memorial 
Center. 

Bequest  triggers  proposal 

The  center  was  started  with  a 
bequest  from  the  late  entrepreneur 
Paul  Baddour,  said  Sybil  Roberts, 
musical  director  for  “The  Miracles,” 
and  public  relations  director  for  the 
center.  The  Baddour  family  owns  a 
large  chain  of  Fred’s  discount  stores 
in  the  Southeast.  “When  Mr.  Baddour 
died  in  1973,  he  left  $300,000  to  be  used 
for  a  ‘charitable  purpose’,”  Ms. 
Roberts  said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Pitzer,  executive 
director  of  the  Southeastern 
Methodist  Agency  for  the  Retarded, 
presented  a  proposal  to  the  family  for 
residential  facilities  for  relatively 
self-sufficient,  retarded  persons.  “Dr. 
Pitzer  was  concerned  about  a  new 
federal  law  which  proposed  taking 
mildly  and  moderately  retarded 
adults  out  of  state  and  federal 
institutions  and  putting  them  in  ‘the 
societal  mainstream’,”  Ms.  Roberts 
said.  “What  Dr.  Pitzer  felt  the 
government  didn’t  realize  is  that 


‘Miracles’  live  up  to  their  name 

“The  Miracles”  of  the  Baddour  Center  in  Senatobia,  Miss.,  are  a  surprise  for  many  hearing  them  the  first  time. 

BADDOUR  CENTER  PHOTO 


society  as  a  whole  had  nothing  to  offer 
these  adults  except  some  halfway 
houses  and  programs  in  larger  cities. 
But  there  was  nothing  permanent  and 
consistent  to  serve  them.” 

Dr.  Pitzer  proposed  the  center  and 
the  Baddour  family  was  sold  on  the 
idea  —  so  much  so  that  they  increased 
the  initial  gift  from  $300,000  to 
$1  million.  Actual  construction  began 
in  July  1977,  and  the  center  opened 
about  18  months  later. 

It  now  encompasses  110  acres  of 
rolling  Mississippi  hills.  There  are 
nine  group  homes,  and  an  activities 
building  with  a  gymnasium  and 
swimming  pool.  There  are  tennis 
courts,  two  vocational  workshops,  an 
animal  care  building  and  a  chapel. 

Eighty-five  residents  from  15  states 
(the  maximum  capacity  is  90)  who 
are  18  years  old  or  older  live  in  homes 
which  accommodate  10  residents  plus 
two  home  coordinators.  The 
coordinators  serve  as  monitors  for  the 
home,  but  are  there  to  instruct,  not  to 
wait  on  the  residents,  Ms.  Roberts 
said.  Each  resident  has  a  role  in 
running  the  home,  such  as  washing, 
ironing,  cooking,  cleaning  or 
gardening. 


Tuition  is  $700  per  month  per 
resident,  Ms.  Roberts  said,  “but  only 
about  46  percent  of  our  residents  can 
pay  that  amount.”  The  center 
provides  a  “helping  hands”  fund  to 
assist  the  residents  in  paying  their 
tuition.  Also,  each  resident  has  a  job 
at  the  center  for  which  he  or  she  is 
paid;  many  use  their  wages  to  help 
pay  their  fees.  Residents  are  screened 
by  social  service  workers  and  are 
accepted  by  the  center  on  the  basis  of 
qualifications  and  vacancies. 

Work,  exercise  required 

“We  only  require  two  things  of  our 
residents,  which  we  feel  are 
important  to  their  growth.  They  must 
participate  in  at  least  one  hour  of 
physical  fitness  training  each  day. 
And  we  require  them  to  work,”  Ms. 
Roberts  said.  “We  have  a  vocational 
training  program  and  each  of  our 
residents  works  five  hours  a  day.  We 
have  workers  putting  decals  on  T- 
shirts,  making  bed  pillows,  pallets 
and  ceramic  items.”  Residents  are 
also  employed  on  the  center’s  clerical 
staff,  in  the  center’s  greenhouse  and 
in  the  cafeteria,  she  added. 

Though  there  is  no  predetermined 


time  limit  for  residency  at  Baddour 
Memorial  Center,  Ms.  Roberts  said 
they  do  not  guarantee  life-time 
residency.  "If  someone  gets  ill,  we 
don’t  have  the  medical  personnel  to 
care  for  them,  so  they  have  to  leave,” 
Ms.  Roberts  said.  Then,  too,  many 
residents  decide  to  live  independently 
and  move  off-campus. 

“We  encourage  them  to  become 
self-sufficient,”  she  said.  “However, 
when  anyone  moves  away,  we 
continue  to  communicate  with  them, 
support  them  and  serve  as  their 
advocates.” 

Although  the  center  is  administered 
by  the  North  Mississippi  conference, 
and  the  conference  elects  12  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  center  is 
not  a  regularly  funded  UM  agency. 
The  bulk  of  the  monetary  support 
comes  from  the  Baddour  family,  and 
the  balance  comes  from  donations  by 
various  local  churches. 

Ms.  Roberts  said  “The  Miracles” 
exemplify  “what  our  center  stands 
for.  They  are  our  pride.  Like  all  our 
residents,  the  group  is  versatile  and 
willing  to  try  new  things.  They 
sometimes  surpass  even  my  highest 
expectations,”  Ms.  Roberts  said. 


Effect  inadvertent,  study  group  says 


Tax  breaks  for  rich  could  cut  donations 


GENEVA,  Switzerland  (RNS)  - 
Opposition  of  the  Orthodox  churches  to 
certain  women’s  equality  issues  is 
providing  a  dilemma  for  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  Eastern  churches, 
which  provide  nearly  one-half  of  the 
membership  of  the  world  body,  are 
demanding  a  bigger  say  in  WCC  policies 
and  decisions  proportionate  to  their 
numbers. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Orthodox  are 
voicing  fierce  objections  to  efforts  by 
leaders  of  the  women’s  movement  within 
the  churches  to  increase  their  clout 
within  the  council. 

The  Orthodox  leaders  demand  that 
questions  on  women’s  roles  be  studied 
and  decided  not  at  the  sociological  level 
but  rather  the  theological. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  WCC  central 
committee  in  Dresden,  Germany,  in 
August,  Orthodox  delegates  in  a  heated 
two-hour  debate  succeeded  in  getting 
acceptance  toned  down  on  a  controver¬ 
sial  report  on  women’s  issues  that  had 
been  sent  in  from  a  WCC  meeting  in 
Sheffield,  England,  a  month  earlier. 

The  report  was  the  product  of  a  three- 
year  study  by  church  groups  around  the 
world  on  the  theme,  “the  community  of 
men  and  women  in  the  church.” 

The  usual  practice  of  the  central 
committee  is  to  receive  such  a  report  as 
an  “official  document”  of  the  council  and 
to  commend  it  to  the  member  churches 
“for  serious  and  prayerful  study.” 

Instead,  the  council  voted  simply  to 
“take  note”  of  the  Sheffield  text  and  to 
send  it  to  the  member  churches  with  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Philip  Potter,  WCC 
general  secretary,  that  will  explain  the 
controversy  it  aroused  and  especially  the 
objections  of  the  Orthodox. 

In  the  debate,  Archbishop  Anthony, 
delegate  for  the  Orthodox  Church  of 
Romania,  denied  that  the  Eastern 
churches  are  opposed  to  the  equality  of 
men  and  women. 

“It’s  the  methodology  that’s  wrong. 
There  has  not  been  any  dialogue,”  he 
asserted.  “This  is  a  doctrinal  matter  and 
not  just  a  matter  of  issuing  statements 
and  resolutions. 

“If  this  report  is  approved,  what  will 
the  Orthodox  think  of  us  here?  ”  he  asked 
“That  we  have  lost  the  faith?  We  can’t 
change  tradition  as  easily  as  we  change 
shirts.  The  reinterpretation  of  scripture 
is  not  the  same  as  rewriting  a 
document.” 

One  American  woman  present  said 
after  the  debate  that  she  did  not  think 
leaders  of  the  women’s  movement  and 
especially  Americans  have  understood 
the  depth  and  substance  of  the 
arguments  against  women’s 


participation  held  by  the  Orthodox 
churches  and  their  insistence  that  the 
issue  be  decided  on  theological  grounds. 

An  American  member  of  the  central 
committee  Paul  Crow  of  the  Christian 
Church,  Disciples  of  Christ,  said  that  in 
most  churches  consideration  of  the 
dogmatic  implications  of  the  question 
have  led  to  an  affirmation  of  equal 
partnership  of  men  and  women. 

In  a  companion  resolution  —  that  half 
of  the  delegates  to  the  WCC  World 
Assembly  in  Vancouver  in  1983  be  women 
—  the  Orthodox  representatives 
abstained  after  voicing  their  objectives. 

Greek  Orthodox  Metropolitan 
Chrysostomos  said  the  objections  were 
again  based  on  dogmatic  implications : 

Catholicos  Karekin  II,  head  of  the 
Armenian  Orthodox  Church  and  vice 
moderator  of  the  central  committee, 
questioned  whether  equal  participation 
by  men  and  women  could  be  separated 
from  other  issues  concerning  representa¬ 
tion.  He  described  it  as  “one  of  the  basic 
questions  but  not  the  only  question.” 

An  American  committee  member  who 
introduced  the  resolution,  Janice  Love, 
United  Methodist,  described  it  as  “not  a 
quota  to  be  imposed  on  men  in  the 
churches  but  a  principle  to  monitor 
council  work.” 

“The  principle  of  men  and  women  in 
partnership  means  equal  participation. 

In  another  effort  to  halt  complaints  by 
the  Orthodox,  the  committee  accepted  in 
principle  the  report  from  a  meeting  held 
in  May  in  Sofia,  Bulgaria,  at  which 
representatives  of  the  Eastern  churches 
accused  the  WCC  of  bias  against  their 
theological  traditions  and  concerns. 

The  committee  referred  to  the  1983 
assembly  changes  in  the  WCC’s 
constitution  for  introduction  of  Greek  as 
one  of  the  official  languages  of  the 
conference,  revision  of  voting 
procedures  on  theological  texts  that 
would  give  the  Orthodox  a  larger  share  in 
decision-making,  and  an  increase  in 
representation  on  the  central  committee 
from  Eastern  churches. 

The  governing  central  committee  also 
chose  four  major  concerns  for  the  once- 
in-a-decade  assembly  of  the 
international  ecumenical  organization. 

It  also  instructed  its  executive 
committee  to  designate,  following 
consultation  with  member  churches,  10 
issues  considered  “ripe  for  action”  at  the 
mid-1983  gathering  in  Vancouver  of  930 
delegates  from  the  WCC’s  301  member 
bodies  in  more  than  100  countries. 

The  assembly  theme  is  “Jesus  Christ 
—  the  Life  of  the  World.”  The  four 
approved  major  concerns  are  “life,  a  gift 
of  God,”  “life  in  the  midst  of  death,” 
“life  in  its  fullness,”  and  “life  in  unity.” 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  President 
Reagan’s  tax-cut  will  have  the 
inadvertent  effect  of  an  $18  billion  drop  in 
charitable  giving  over  the  next  four 
years,  according  to  a  study  by  the  Urban 
Institute  here. 


Initial  elation  over  tax-cut  provisions 
which  will  stimulate  charitable  giving 
among  lower  income  taxpayers  turned  to 
shock  as  charitable  groups  realized  that 
the  total  effect  of  recent  changes  in  the 
tax  code  would  be  to  reduce  overall 
giving  substantially. 

The  study  projected  a  decline  in  total 
gifts  to  charity  over  the  next  four  years 
from  $228.1  billion  (the  amount  expected 
without  any  change  in  tax  law),  to  $209.8 
billion  —  a  difference  of  roughly  $18 
billion. 

The  Independent  Sector,  a  coalition  of 
320  leading  foundations,  corporations 
with  giving  programs  and  volunteer 
organizations,  commissioned  the  study 
from  the  Urban  Institute,  an  independent 
research  and  education  organization  that 
often  does  studies  for  private 
organizations  and  for  the  government. 
One  cause  for  the  drop,  explained  Lester 
M.  Salamon,  one  of  the  study’s 
supervisors,  arises  from  tax  reductions 
awarded  to  higher  bracket  taxpayers. 

Mr.  Salamon,  a  political  economist  at 
the  institute  and  former  deputy  associate 
director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget,  said  that  some  40  percent  of 
individual  donations  to  charity 
traditionally  has  come  from  persons  in 
the  70  percent  tax  bracket.  Total  giving 
incentive  under  the  old  tax  law  was 
higher,  he  explained,  because  in  this 
bracket,  70  cents  of  every  dollar  given  to 
charity  would  have  gone  to  the 
government  anyway. 

Lower  bracket  awaits  rich 

Now,  those  same  tax  reductions  which 
the  administration  is  counting  on  to  spur 
investment  will  put  many  of  the  rich  into 
a  lower  tax  bracket.  In  a  lower  bracket, 
these  potential  investors  now  will  be  out 
of  pocket  50  cents,  instead  of  only  30 
cents,  for  every  dollar  they  donate.  In 
addition,  Mr.  Salamon  said,  what  these 
taxpayers  would  have  been  taxed  in 
earned  income,  they  are  now  able  to 
save,  providing  less  incentive  to  give  the 
money  away. 

All  taxpayers  will  receive  an  across- 
the-board  reduction  of  25  percent  over 
three  years,  reducing  the  top  tax  rate  on 
capital  gains  by  eight  percent  which  will 
raise  the  price  of  charity  for  everyone,  he 
added. 

An  earlier  institute  study  for 
Independent  Sector  projected  that  the 
budget  cuts  will  slice  $27  billion  out  of  the 
treasuries  of  non-profit  groups. 
Considering  the  expected  $18  billion  loss 
due  to  the  tax  change,  a  sector 
spokesperson  said  the  group  looked  on 
the  two  fiscal  measures  as  costing  non¬ 
profit  groups  over  $45.6  billion  over  the 
next  four  years. 

Cut  programs  not  effective 

Government  analysts  point  out  that 
many  of  the  programs  cut  from  federal 
funding  had  not  proved  effective,  and  so 
did  not  merit  the  kind  of  concern  elicited 
by  the  $45  billion  figure.  Furthermore, 
they  claim,  the  projections  do  not  take 
into  account  cuts  in  estate  taxes  nor  do 
they  allow  for  a  possible  rise  in  donations 


due  to  perceptions  that  the  gift  dollar  is 
worth  more  to  the  private  sector  during 
this  “lean”  time. 

More  than  half  the  individuals  who  now 
give  to  charity  earn  less  than  $20,000. 
Though  these  taxpayers  give 
proportionately  more  money  to  religious 
organizations,  leaving  hospitals, 
educational  and  cultural  institutions  in 
the  domain  of  the  rich  benefactor,  their 
gift  dollars  will  be  in  more  demand  in  the 
future.  Mr.  Salamon  said  that  the  very 
survival  of  some  charities  would  in  some 
degree  depend  on  their  ability  to  appeal 
to  lower  and  middle  income  Americans. 

Federal  cuts 

The  church  alone  cannot  “provide  the 
safety  net  to  assure  the  survival  of  poor 
families”  in  the  face  of  the  new  Federal 
budget,  but  local  churches  should  look  at 
those  needs,  seek  “just  solutions”  and 
act  to  meet  the  challenges,  two  United 
Methodist  leaders  in  Washington  have 
urged. 

Confronting  an  expected  U.S.  budget 


Duke  continuing  talks 
on  the  Nixon  papers 

DURHAM,  N.C.  (TM/UMR)  -  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  University  is 
having  trouble  deciding  what  to  do  with 
the  papers  of  one  of  its  graduates. 

He’s  no  typical  alumnus,  and  they’re 
no  ordinary  term  papers  or  final 
examinations.  The  graduate  is  Richard 
Milhous  Nixon  (Law,  1937),  and  his 
papers  comprise  an  estimated  32  million 
pages  of  presidential  documents,  plus  880 
reels  of  the  famous  Nixon  tapes. 

The  faculty-governing  Academic 
Council  by  a  35-34  vote  recommended 
that  the  university  drop  any  further 
negotiations  with  Nixon’s  represen¬ 
tatives.  But  that  vote  was  merely 
advisory  to  the  school’s  trustees.  And 
that  policy-making  body’s  executive 
committee  voted  9-2  to  continue  the 
negotations. 

University  President  Terry  Sanford 
reportedly  proposed  to  Mr.  Nixon  that 
Duke  provide  the  land  on  which  the 
National  Archives  and  Record  Service 
would  build  a  Nixon  library.  The 
proposed  site  is  an  undeveloped  section 
of  Duke’s  hilly,  wooded  campus. 

Maryland  pastors  critical 
of  Mormon  evangelism 

MT.  AIRY,  Md.  (TM/UMR)  -  Five 
local  Protestant  pastors,  including 
United  Methodist  the  Rev.  David  N. 
Wentz,  have  signed  and  widely 
distributed  a  letter  here  critical  of  local 
Mormon  evangelism. 

Mr.  Wentz  told  the  Baltimore 
conference  newspaper  that  the  signers 
sought  “only  to  inform,  not  to  drive  them 
out  or  abrogate  their  religious  rights.’’ 
Mr.  Wentz  said  the  Mormons  plan  to  open 
a  church  here  in  November.  Mormon 
missionaries  reportedly  have  been 
working  in  the  community. 


for  1982  that  will  “remove  about  $48 
billion  from  social  programs”  and 
increase  funds  for  the  military,  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  begun  a  program  to  help 
churches  and  clusters  of  churches  look  at 
the  budget’s  impact  on  their 
communities,  diagnose  it  and  respond  to 
community-level  needs. 

The  challenge  for  United  Methodists  to 
respond  came  in  a  statement  from  the 
Rev.  William  P.  Bailey  Jr.  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  Beverly  Roberson  Jackson  of 
Washington,  chairman  and  director, 
respectively,  of  the  board’s  department 
of  human  welfare. 

Dr.  Jackson  said  she  is  already 
working  with  a  network  of  some  50  people 
representing  both  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences  across  the  nation, 
mostly  to  share  information  and  develop 
strategies  for  diagnosing  the  impact  on 
communities  of  the  budget  changes.  This 
effort  is  to  be  expanded  in  1982  as 
training  sessions  are  scheduled  for 
groups  of  such  church  workers. 


Washington  Area  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz  issued  a  statement  saying,  “I 
regret  the  religious  controversy  which 
has  developed  around  the  action  of 
certain  pastors  in  Mt.  Airy  in  reference 
to  the  Mormon  Church.  Public  conflict 
over  religious  issues  is  not  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  faith.” 

Church  people  to  march 
in  Solidarity  Day  event 

WASHINGTON  (TM/UMR)  -  Some 
United  Methodists  will  join  the  AFL-CIO 
organized  Solidarity  Day  demonstration 
here  Sept.  19  to  protest  the  Reagan 
administration’s  social  programs. 

United  Methodist  involvement  will  be 
limited  to  participation  in  the  march, 
with  no  funding  involved,  explained  the 
Rev.  George  Ogle,  director  for  social  and 
economic  justice  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“You  go  into  things  like  this  hoping  the 
witness  will  have  some  effect  on  public 
opinion,  and  that  public  opinion  will 
bring  some  changes,”  he  said. 

The  demonstration  is  endorsed  by 
more  than  125  labor,  religious  and  social 
action  organizations. 

Houston  UM  pastor  gets 
Religious  Heritage  honor 

ST.  LOUIS  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Charles  L. 
Allen,  pastor  of  the  world’s  largest 
Methodist  congregation  in  Houston,  Tex., 
has  been  named  Clergyman  of  the  Year 
by  Religious  Heritage  of  America. 

The  United  Methodist  minister,  whose 
First  Methodist  Church  has  more  than 
11,000  members,  has  been  a  radio 
broadcaster  for  32  years.  He  is  the  author 
of  more  than  30  books. 

The  awardees  will  be  honored  at  a 
banquet  in  Atlanta  Oct.  12  during 
Religious  Heritage  of  America’s  31st 
annual  convention. 


Last  year  Pastor  Bauman’s  family 
believed  they’d  never  own 
their  own  home. 


Last  month  they  moved  into  it. 

For  many  ministers,  living  in  a  hadn  t  considered.  We  think  it  s  important  that 

church-owned  manse  is  ideal.  people  like  Jerry  and  Sally  clear  away  some  of 

Jerry  and  Sally  Bauman,  however,  longed  their  naivete  about  home  ownership.  We 

to  buy  their  own  home.  recommend  they  seek  out  specific  costs  for  the 

But  Jerry’s  salary  seemed  far  too  modest  purchase,  maintenance,  improvement,  insurance 

to  handle  todays  high  interest  ( - 1  ar>d  k}*esuon  a  ^ 


mortgage  payments.  And  where 
would  they  get  a  down 
payment?  They  were  even 
uneasy  about  approaching  their 
church  about  choosing  their 
own  housing. 

Ministers  Life  had  the 
answers  for  these  problems.  But 
we  were  quick  to  point  out 
other  advantages  and 
disadvantages  the  Baumans 


Send  me  _ copies  of  your  newest 

report  on  minister's  housing. 


Mail  to:  Ministers  Life. 

Ministers  Lite  Building 
Minneapolis.  MN  55416 


ML 


Ministers  Life 

a  mulual  lite  msuiance  company 


I _ 


_ I 


Maybe  you're  like  the 
Baumans.  Maybe  you’re  smitten 
with  the  idea  of  owning  your 
own  home.  But  mail  this 
coupon  first.  We’ll  explain  why 
owning  is  not  an  impossible 
dream— even  fora  pastor.  We 
can  even  help  keep  that  dream 
from  becoming  a  nightmare. 

But  now  it's  your  move, 
mail  this  coupon. 


UM-9/81 
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First  Church  In  Shreveport 
Adds  Satellite  To  TV  System 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport  has  moved  into  the  space-age 
of  telecommunications  with  the  addition 
of  satellite  capability  into  their  existing 
television  system. 

At  8:05  p.m.,  Mother  Angelica,  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes 
threw  the  switch  initiating  a  broadcast 
from  Atlanta  via  a  CBS  satellite  to  the 
gathered  audience  at  the  church.  The 
program,  taped  earlier  in  Louisiana, 
included  statements  by  Bishop  Shamblin, 
Gov.  David  C.  Treen  and  the  Honorable 
Bill  Hanna,  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Shreveport. 

The  network  is  an  outgrowth  of  25 
years  in  television  according  to  Dykes, 
senior  minister  of  the  church.  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  are  seen 
across  the  Ark/La/Tex  viewing  area. 
Other  programs,  produced  by  an  all- 
volunteer  staff,  are  much  in  demand. 

Mother  Angelica,  of  the  Eternal  Word 
Network  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was 
present  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the 
new  satellite  network. 

“Whatever  you  do  and  you  do  it  with 
God,  you  think  big  or  you  short-change 
yourself,’’  she  said.  “God  cannot  pour 
the  ocean  in  a  pint  jar  and  if  you  only  give 
him  a  pint  jar,  that’s  all  your  vision  is." 

Dykes  said  the  new  venture  was  begun 
because  members  of  the  church  felt  it  is 
a  great  mission  field,  and  the  Methodist 
theology  should  receive  a  hearing  among 
the  other  kinds  of  religious  programs 
being  offered  on  the  air. 

FMC  Productions,  the  official  name 
for  the  new  network  will  begin  pro¬ 
grams  Dec.  20  and  will  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  church  to  be  seen  over 
much  of  the  world. 


As  seen  in  the  picture  from  left.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Mother  Angelica  throw  the  switch  to 


connect  First  United  Methodist  Production  to  the  satellite. 


“If  you  hold  a  flashlight  two  feet  away 
from  a  globe,  the  lighted  area  will  show 
you  how  much  of  the  earth  we  will  be  able 
to  reach,’’  said  Dykes. 

The  new  earth  station  will  beam  the 
telecast  22,000  miles  to  one  of  the 
communications  satellites.  It  will  there 
be  amplified  and  beamed  back  to  the 
receiving  stations. 

A  large  group  of  church  members, 
representatives  of  the  local  media, 
Bishop  Shamblin  and  the  Cabinet  and 
other  guests  participated  in  tfie 


consecration  service  led  by  Bishop 
Shamblin. 

Mother  Angelica  further  told  the 
church  of  the  mission  being  opened  for 
the  church  with  the  acquisition  of 
satellite  capability. 

“You  have  the  opportunity  now  and  the 
tools  to  spread  the  good  news  that  God  is 
love,’’  she  said.  ‘‘Ratings  are 
unimportant.  If  you  save  one  soul 
tonight,  that  will  be  more  important  than 
all  the  ratings.” 


Mother  Angelica ’s  network  has  been  in 
operation  only  for  a  short  time  and  is  the 
result  of  what  she  described  -  • 
“Operating  in  faith." 

“You  are  not  just  in  television,”  she 
admonished,  “you  are  in  mission.  Let  us 
portray  Christianity  as  it  really  is  —  the 
word  of  compassion,  and  mercy,  and 
goodness  and  love.  Let  us  say  to  the 
world,  ‘Hey.  Look  what  a  wonderful 
Father  you  have.  What  a  merciful  Lord 
you  have.  Don’t  be  afraid  Come  apd  __ 


The  Rev.  Jim  Moore 
Co-pastor  and  Master  of  Ceremonies 


Mother  Angelica  and  Dr.  Dykes 


Centenary  College  Reports  Growth 
With  High  Academic  Levels 


Camphellsville 
Itineris 
Club  Meets 


Around  the  Conference 

Bishop  Announces 
Appointments 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has  announced  the 
following  changes  in  appointments,  effective  Sept. 
24. 

Hammond-Tickfaw  Angus  L.  Carruth 

Jefferson,  BR  Alan  D.  Einsel 

Opelousas,  La.  Memorial-Port  Barre 

Wm.  M.  McCutcheon 
J.  David  Corley 
Robert  E.  Corley 
James  W.  Jones 
Richard  Scott-Welsh 


Winnsboro-Gilbert 
Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 
Maplewood 
Delhi 

Lafayette,  Mallalieu-St. 
Cornelius  Betz 


Betz 

(PTLP) 


‘Family  Day  ’81’ 
Declared  By  Treen 


Sunday,  Sept.  27  has  been  declared  “Family  Day  ‘81”  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  By  Gov.  Dave  Treen  at  the  request  of  the 
Louisiana  Catholic  Bishops. 

Church  bells  will  peel  for  two  minutes  at  noon  in  observance 
of  the  special  day. 

Planning  this  year's  activities,  the  Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge 
has  invited  the  state’s  Protestants  and  Jews,  through  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  to  participate. 

The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  program  director  for  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Conference,  feels  the  concept  of  a  joint  effort 
is  “a  great  thing.” 

“Our  Catholic  friends  have  done  an  excellent  job  of 
promoting  family  enrichment  for  the  past  several  years  but 
among  Methodists  the  emphasis  is  long  overdue  except  in 
scattered  pockets  where  pastors  have  been  doing  so,”  said 
Moreland. 


Elysian  Fields 
Hosts  Preaching 

“Special  Preaching  Services”  will  be  held  by  the  Elysian 
Fields  United  Methodist  Church  Sept.  27, 28  and  29. 

Guest  preacher  for  the  services  will  be  the  Rev.  Chris 
Andrews,  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell. 

Each  of  the  three  evenings  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  with  a  meal 
and  move  into  a  Bible  study  at  6:30  p.m.  followed  by  a  worship 
service  at  7 :30  p.m. 

Nursery  service  will  be  available  during  the  worship 
services. 


Twenty  percent  increase  in  enrollment 
and  a  high  academic  level  of  students 
were  two  of  the  major  issues  presented  at 
pie  Fall  meeting  of  the  Centenary 
Church  Council. 

In  a  joint  statement  by  President 
Donald  A.  Webb  and  Director  of 
Admissions  John  L.  Lambert,  enrollment 
rose  to  over  1300  total  students  this 
semester  over  the  911  figure  in  1979. 

Of  the  1300  total,  1203  are  full-time 
students  and  the  remainder  are  part- 
time,  auditing  and  “English  Language 
Orientation’’  students. 

The  other  source  of  pride  to  Centenary 
officials  was  the  overall  academic  level 
of  new  students.  Lambert  said  the 
average  American  College  Test  (ACT) 
score  is  20.7,  second  in  the  state  only  to 
Tulane  University  in  New  Orleans.  The 
state  average  for  ACT  score  is  18.5  and 
the  national  average  is  18.7. 

Webb  told  the  council  reaching  the 
major  1200  number  allows  the  college  to 
be  more  selective  in  the  students 
accepted  in  the  future. 

The  Church  council,  formed  two  years 
ago  to  help  promote  relations  between 


the  college  and  the  annual  conference, 
meets  twice  a  year.  Members  present  at 
the  Fall  meeting  were  told  about  a 
program  to  secure  90  half-scholarships 
from  churches  which  had  achieved  good 
results.  Twenty-nine  new  scholarships 
have  been  secured  through  the  new 
program,  among  them  were  five  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria;  three  from  Asbury  in 
Lafayette  and  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe;  and  scholarships 
from  three  districts. 

The  most  unusual  scholarship  program 
announced  was  secured  from  the  four 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Caldwell 
Parish.  The  largest  of  the  four  churches 
has  about  150  members,  but  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  the  four  churches  meet 
together  for  regular  programs.  These 
regular  meetings  have  produced  a 
scholarship  as  a  project. 

Webb  also  announced  the  formulation 
of  a  faculty  committee  to  make 
recommendations  concerning  future 
direction  the  school  should  take  in  the 
area  of  curriculum. 


“What  should  the  college  look  like  at 
the  end  of  the  century,”  Webb  asked. 
"Where  should  we  make  advances? 
Where  should  we  cut  back?” 

The  college  is  in  the  early  stages  of  a 
campus  improvement  program,  adding 
fountains,  rose  gardens  and  other 
improvements  to  the  campus. 

Webb  spoke  of  the  situation,  saying,  “If 
you  have  persons  in  your  church  who 
have  given  enough  to  the  church  and 
would  like  to  give  a  garden  or  a  fountain 
to  the  college,  we  should  be  happy  to  help 
with  it,”  he  quipped. 

Dr.  Thomas  Kim,  president  of 
McMurray  College  and  a  member  of  the 
University  Senate,  conducted  the 
“Annual  Consecration"  between  the 
bishop  of  the  area,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  and  the  president  of  the 
college  in  the  afternoon  session  of  the 
council  meeting. 

The  consecration,  usually  done  in  a 
more  informal  setting,  was  accom¬ 
plished  before  the  church  council. 

Kim  stated  Centenary  is  ahead  of  other 
church-related  colleges  at  this  time. 
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Shown  are  members  of  the 
Camphellsville  Itineris  Club  as  they  met 
at  Columbia  UMC  on  September  14.  The 
program  was  on  flower  arranging. 
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‘Four  Seasons’  Theme  For  Tea 


“Four  Seasons”  was  the  theme  for  the  First  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans  second  annual  Pension  Tea. 

The  tea  is  given  to  raise  money  for  retired  ministers  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Special  Music  for  the  occasion  was  offered  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir 
and  the  Family  Choir  of  the  church,  as  well  as  other  local  talents 
within  the  community. 

Nellie  Honson  and  James  T.  Johnson  were  co-chairs  for  the  event 
with  the  Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  pastor. 
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««««««  Editorials 

Study  of  Japanese- Americans’ 
internment  should  bring  changes 


Here  I  Stand 


Our  mission  field  may  be  as  near  as  Sunday  School 


After  almost  40  years  the  United  States 
government  recently  opened  the  first  of¬ 
ficial  inquiry  into  the  internment  of 
120,000  persons  of  Japanese  descent 
living  in  this  nation  during  World  War  II 
iseeTM//UMR,  Sept.  18). 

A  nine-member  Commission  on  War¬ 
time  Relocation  and  Internment  of 
Civilians  established  last  year  is  charged 
with  determining  what,  if  any,  redress  is 
owed  to  the  Japanese-Americans  and 
their  descendents  who  were  affected  by 
the  internment  program. 

Although  some  of  those  detained  were 
not  U  S.  citizens  at  the  time,  many  were, 
and  their  constitutional  rights  clearly 
were  violated.  Over  the  nearly  four 
decades  since  those  internments,  many 
persons  have  expressed  a  concern  that 
the  human  rights  of  all  who  were  in¬ 
volved  were  violated.  Early  testimony 
before  the  commission  has  indicated  that 
creation  of  the  internment  camps  — 
which  were  even  referred  to  by  President 
Roosevelt  in  official  documents  as  “con¬ 
centration  camps”  —  was  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  least  14  months  prior  to  the 
Japanese  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  on 
December  7, 1941. 

We  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to 
provide  enough  financial  redress  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  social  humiliation, 
psychological  trauma  and  economic  ruin 
the  120,000  persons  suffered  in  the  in¬ 
ternment  camps.  Nor  do  we  believe  that 
the  parceling  out  of  money  to  the  in¬ 
ternment  camp  survivors,  or  their 
descendents,  can  erase  this  dark  blot 


from  either  our  national  honor  or  con¬ 
science. 

As  Christians,  we  support  the  position 
taken  by  Senator  Daniel  K.  Inouye,  of 
Hawaii,  a  Japanese-American  who  lost 
his  right  arm  while  fighting  for  the  U.S. 
in  Italy  during  World  War  II.  He  urged 
the  commission  to  make  a  report  that 
“will  awaken  this  experience  enough  to 
haunt  the  conscience  of  this  nation  — 
haunt  it  so  we  will  never  forget  that  we 
are  capable  of  such  an  act.” 

Even  though  it  has  taken  us  40  years  to 
reach  this  point,  we  consider  it  important 
that  the  citizens  of  our  nation  become 
fully  aware  that  while  Adolph  Hitler  was 
imprisoning,  torturing  and  killing  per¬ 
sons  in  Germany  who  happened  to  be  of 
Jewish  descent,  our  nation  was  per¬ 
petuating  cruel  offenses  against  a  group 
of  people  just  because  they  happened  to 
be  of  Japanese  descent. 

We  cannot  properly  put  this  chapter  in 
our  nation’s  history  behind  us  until  we 
have  sincerely  acknowledged  its  oc¬ 
currence  and  repented  for  it.  In  addition 
to  any  belated  redress  the  commission 
may  recommend  in  the  form  of  money 
and  public  apology  to  those  who  suffered 
in  the  internment  camps,  we  believe  an 
even  more  meaningful  redress  and  living 
memorial  might  be  offered  to  those 
120,000  Japanese-Americans:  a  sober 
study  of  our  government’s  present-day 
policies  regarding  thousands  of  other 
persons  who  have  sought  refuge  in  our 
great  nation,  only  to  be  placed  behind 
barbed  wire  and  under  guard. 


By  SAUNDRA  JOHNSTON 
Hi  Sandy!  How  you  been? 

Fine  —  Do  you  suppose  you  could  take 
over  the  fifth  grade  Sunday  School  class 
for  Wendel?  —  Me!!!!  for  Wendel 
Ankeny! !  He’s  going  to  be  a  minister  and 
you  want  me  to  take  over  his  class.  How 
can  I  —  I’m  not  capable,  I  haven’t  had 
real  training  —  I  don’t  think  I  can  do  it! ! ! 

This  conversation  has  gone  through  my 
mind  many,  many  times  over  the  years. 
Close  to  20  years  have  passed  and  during 
this  time  I  have  had  ups  and  downs  and 
changes  of  feelings  about  what  my  part 
has  been  in  being  a  Sunday  School 
teacher. 

I  did  not  always  feel  that  I  would  teach 
just  too  long,  maybe  just  till  my  kids 
were  through  Sunday  School.  It  probably 
was  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the  church, 
so  I  suppose  I  could  take  an  hour  or  so  on 
Saturday  to  prepare  something  and  even 
if  I  think  about  it,  I’ll  try  and  really  sit 
down  and  research  some  of  these 
suggested  activities. 

Sometimes  it  was  a  real  burden  just  to 
get  up  on  Sunday  morning  and  get 
through  that  hour.  I  really  think  at  that 
time  I  felt  I’d  really  put  in  a  lot  of  time 
preparing  the  lesson.  I  just  couldn’t  take 
the  noisy,  unconcerning  attitude  of  the 
class  ...  I  just  felt  this  wasn’t  my  thing  at 
all.  So  I  didn’t  teach  for  three  years.  My 
attitude  didn’t  change  much  for  the  next 
few  years.  But  God  did  have  other  plans 
for  me. 

I  found  that  I  was  missing  teaching  and 
I  couldn’t  understand  why !  I  even  fought 
my  instincts  when  the  need  for  teachers 


North  Carolina  University’s  program 
for  religion  journalists  commended 


came  up.  But  my  attitude  about  being 
with  the  young  people  seemed  to  come 
alive.  I  felt  I  needed  a  Sunday  School 
class.  So  here  I  was  back  teaching  14  and 
15  year  olds.  I  realized  I  needed  them  for 
my  own  growth.  My  first  thought  was  to 
think  again,  “How  will  I  ever  handle 
these  older  kids?”  Even  though  my  first 
Sunday  back  again  was  nerve  racking,  it 
went  so  well  that  I  couldn’t  believe  it 
myself.  One  thing  was  different.  .  .1 
needed  God’s  help  and  I  asked  him  sin¬ 
cerely  for  the  right  words  to  make  me  a 
missionary  to  his  word. 

Why  do  we  teach  Sunday  School?  For 
self  satisfaction?  Praise?  Duty?  God  has 
told  us  to  go  out  and  preach  to  all  nations. 
Do  we  care  what  He  says?  Is  this  im¬ 
portant  in  our  lives?  Or  do  we  feel  that 
this  should  be  left  up  to  the  next  person? 

Some  Sundays  can  be  frustrating  and 
others  are  so  rewarding  that  thinking 
about  next  week’s  lesson  offers  new  ex¬ 
citement  and  blessing. 

I  found  that  young  people  need  to  be 
treated  as  individuals  and  not  always 
thought  of  as  only  part  of  the  group. 

Going  into  the  classroom  as  a  witness 
is  more  important  than  going  in  as  the 
sole  teacher.  Letting  the  youth  know  that 
I’m  here  also  to  learn  is  part  of  the 
education  process  and  that  their  opinion 
is  very  important.  Their  thoughts  on  the 
Bible  must  be  expressed  one  by  one,  and 
they  must  be  made  to  understand  that 
what  they  think  personally  about  the  Bible 
is  what  we  want  to  discuss. 

Handing  over  the  Bible  and  saying 
“Read”  and  letting  it  go  at  that  causes  a 
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lack  of  interest  among  the  whole  class. 
Daily  situations  adapted  to  scripture  at 
first  open  the  way  to  a  wide  un¬ 
derstanding  of  what  God  is  saying  to  us. 
Dwelling  on  one  chapter,  one  scripture 
verse,  or  one  train  of  thought  for  a  period 
of  time  makes  the  mind  grasp  the  words 
and  helps  one  to  understand. 

We  have  also  need  of  the  dictionary  in 
class  as  a  guide  —  a  lost  or  misun¬ 
derstood  word  may  lose  the  whole  con¬ 
cept  of  God’s  message  to  us. 

“I  only  had  one  student  in  class  this 
morning,  all  that  preparation  and  I  only 
had  one  show  up.”  We  must  put  that  in 
perspective.  What  if  “I”  were  that  only 
student.  Would  “I”  not  be  important 
enough  for  a  whole  week  of  preparation? 
God  has  not  put  a  number  on  the  amount 
we  must  teach. 


As  children  of  God,  we  have  been  asked 
to  go  out  and  witness  for  Him.  We  all 
don’t  travel  to  the  mission  field,  but  we 
all  have  a  field  where  we  can  do  our 
mission. 

“Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues _ 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Saundra 
Johnston,  is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC 
in  Elmore.  Minnesota  (Minnesota  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
‘■Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Mv  Witness 


A  mother’s  prayer:  6I  love 
you,  son.  Thank  you,  God.’ 


We  are  enthused  about  the  recent  an¬ 
nouncement  of  a  new  fellowship  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  for  jour¬ 
nalists  who  report  news  related  to 
religion. 

That’s  the  same  business  this 
newspaper  has  been  in  for  years,  and  we 
welcome  the  idea  of  trained  young  men 
and  women  entering  the  field  as  our 
colleagues  in  both  the  public  press  and 
the  church  press. 

Among  our  nation’s  daily  newspapers, 
a  few  of  the  more  informed  and 
enlightened  give  religion  news  the 
coverage  —  as  news  —  that  it  deserves. 
In  those  papers,  religion-related  news 
appears  on  page  one  when  it’s  worth  it, 
and  competes  along  with  international 
crises  or  national  developments  for  news 
prominence  on  a  given  day. 

There  aren’t  enough  of  those 
enlightened  newspapers.  Many  stjjl  con¬ 
sider  religion  news  —  *if  at  all  —  as 
something  to  be  held  for  the  weekend 
"church  pages.”  Nor  are  there  very 
many  broadcast  journalists  who  provide 
evidence  of  discerning  the  real  news 
value  of  religion  to  the  American  public. 

Those  of  us  in  the  church  cannot  be  too 
smug  in  evaluating  the  inadequacies  of 
the  public  media  in  reporting  religious 
news.  Many  denominations,  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  and  local  churches  have  yet  to 
recognize  the  value  and  importance  of 
keeping  their  members  informed  via  a 
regularly-circulated,  creditable  news¬ 
paper. 

But  the  North  Carolina  University 
program  may  help  to  overcome  some  of 
the  inadequacies  and  to  stimulate  other 
universities  to  do  likewise.  The 
program’s  purpose,  according  to  its 
director.  Dr.  John  Schutz,  is  “to  help 
journalists  learn  more  about  religion  as  a 
cultural  factor  in  contemporary  life 
Just  as  reporting  law  and  science 
requires  some  background,  so  does  good 
reporting  of  religion.” 

Amen  and  amen.  We  offer  this 
newspaper  —  although  it  is  specifically 


focused  on  one  denomination  of  the 
Christian  religion  —  as  an  example  of 
what  can  be  done  by  journalists  who 
possess  the  kind  of  background  and  in¬ 
terest  of  which  Dr.  Schutz  speaks. 

We  commend  the  Rockefeller  Foun¬ 
dation  for  its  $125,000  grant  to  establish 
the  program  and  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  for  hosting  it.  The  American 
reading,  listening,  and  viewing  public  in¬ 
terested  in  religion  —  which  statistics 
show  to  be  more  than  56  percent  of  the 
total  population  —  stands  to  be  the  long- 
range  benefactor. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  MARY  BETH  WOOLMAN 

I  cannot  resist  writing  another  version 
of  Sharon  Mielke’s  recent  article 
headlined  “The  first  child's  leaving 
home  tests  parents’  faith”  (TM/UMR, 
Sept.  11).  I  feel  there  are  numerous 
parents  who  have  shared  an  experience 
such  as  ours,  which  did,  indeed,  test  and 
BUILD  our  faith: 

Our  first  child,  a  son,  walked  out  of  the 
house  in  the  middle  of  a  March  snow 
storm  —  10:00  at  night.  Necessities  in  a 
bag  thrown  over  his  shoulder,  he 
declared  that  he  had  had  enough  of  being 
told  what  to  do  and  when  to  do  it. 

“I’m  leavin’.  Please  understand. 
Mom,”  he  pleaded.  “It’s  not  your  fault. 
It’s  just  something  I’ve  gotta  do.  I’ve  got¬ 
ta  be  my  own  boss.” 

"...  I  love  you,  son.” 

We  watched  him  go,  through  tears, 
having  no  idea  where  or  into  what 
situation  he  might  be  headed.  The  hurt 
...  the  agony  .  .  .  more  painful,  by  far, 
than  the  original  delivery  which  brought 
him  into  our  lives  some  sixteen  years 
earlier! 

“Oh,  God,  he’s  in  your  hands  and  You 
love  him  even  more  than  we  do.  Take 
care  of  him,  Father.” 


Service  for  ‘handicapped’  are  long  overdue 
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To  the  Editor  : 

I  find  it  difficult  to  understand  why 
TM/UMR  published  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  by  Mildred  Brown  headlined 
“Gaining  ‘full  share  of  society’s  life’  for 
disabled  persons  creates  its  own 
cruelties”  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  4).  Ms. 
Brown  used  this  forum  to  bemoan  the 
fact  that  handicapped  persons  are  now 
being  provided  with  services  and  op¬ 
portunities  that  were  long  overdue.  It  is, 
indeed,  unfortunate  that  government 
legislation  has  been  necessary  to  provide 
equal  education  opportunities  to  han¬ 
dicapped  children  (Public  Law  94-142)  or 
that  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  was 
necessary  to  ban  discrimination  against 
handicapped  persons.  Maybe  Ms.  Brown 
would  like  to  see  mentally  handicapped 
children  and  adults  remain  in  institutions 
where  they  are  often  treated 
inhumanely.  Maybe  she  would  like  to  see 
disabled  adults  denied  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  community  life  because  of 
inaccessible  buildings,  no  tran¬ 
sportation,  or  job  discrimination.  Maybe 
she  would  like  to  see  all  handicapped  per¬ 
sons  excluded  from  our  society  if  it  costs 
too  much  to  provide  them  with  a  fuller, 
more  productive  life. 

For  the  record,  Ms.  Brown  does  not 
seem  to  recognize  that  educational  and 
vocational  investments  for  handicapped 
persons  are  cost  efficient  —  if  that  is  her 
main  concern.  More  importantly, 
however,  the  type  of  social  Darwinism 
espoused  by  Ms.  Brown  is  antithetical  to 
the  compassionate,  caring,  teachings  of 
Jesus.  Her  attempts  to  further  incite  the 
majority  against  the  handicapped 
minority  is  unwarranted  and  not  worthy 
of  publication  in  a  Christian  newspaper. 

Doug  Guess 

Lawrence,  Kansas 

‘Non -luminaries’  relations 

promise  a  new  world 

To  the  Editor: 

Working  for  a  major  multi-national 
company  on  a  project  involving  persons 
from  another  U.  S.  Company  and  a  Ger¬ 
man  multi-national  corporation,  I  recen¬ 
tly  hosted  a  meeting  of  several  principals 
on  the  project,  among  them  a  Mormon 
from  Utah,  a  Hindu  from  India,  a 
Moslem  from  Bangladesh,  two  Jews 
from  New  York,  a  Lutheran  from 
California,  and  myself,  a  United 
Methodist  from  Minnesota. 

Whether  we  are  aware  of  it  or  not, 
there  is  a  process  at  work,  of  con¬ 
siderable  dimension,  in  which  the  non¬ 
luminaries  of  the  world  are  becoming 
acquainted  with  each  other,  rubbing 
elbows,  becoming  friends.  It  promises  an 
entirely  new  world  for  us.  Opposed  to  this 
process  is  the  belligerency  of  those  who 
want  to  practice  confrontation  rather 
than  reconciliation,  who  promote  fear  in 
the  minds  of  the  gullible,  who  coerce 
populations  to  take  up  arms  and  who 
promote  the  sale  of  arms  to  so-called 
"enemies.”  The  greatest  of  these,  ob¬ 
viously,  are  the  current  military  en¬ 
thusiasts  of  Russia,  China  and  the  U.  S. 

If  these  gain  ascendency,  the  Ar¬ 
mageddon  forecast  by  fundamentalist 


Christians  is  not  far  off. 

My  opinion  is  that  my  company 
executives,  my  representatives  in  govern¬ 
ment,  my  church  leaders,  and  my  fellow 
citizens  and  I  should  speak  for  peace  and 
pursue  it  in  every  possible  way  we  can. 

R.  D.  Atkins 
Afton,  Minnesota 

Support  of  voting  rights 
is  a  response  to  Jesus 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Voting  Rights  Act,  put  into  law  to 
protect  the  rights  of  voting  minorities  in 
states  that  have  a  history  of 
discrimination,  expires  in  1982.  Congress 
is  expected  to  take  action  on  the  matter 
later  this  year.  President  Reagan  has 
tentatively  said  his  Administration’s 
position  will  be  “yes”  on  the  extension  of 
the  act,  although  there  is  no  assurance 
from  Mr.  Reagan  of  a  firm  commitment 
to  keep  the  act  strong  and  unaltered. 

The  practice  of  allowing  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  groups  of  voters  defeats 
the  avowed  purpose  of  government 
“by  the  people.”  The  protection  of 
minority  voters  by  law  and  compliance 
with  the  law  because  of  past  denial  of 
voting  rights  should  be  continued  at  all 
costs.  The  right  to  vote  by  all  citizens 
qualified  by  age  and  registration  is  a 
dignified,  orderly,  and  proper  function  of 
a  democratic  society.  No  one  should  be 
denied. 

The  recognition,  acknowledgement 
and  effort  to  promote  the  inestimable 
worth  of  all  individuals,  in  the  protection 
and  furtherance  of  voting  rights  or  any 
area  of  life,  is  the  grateful  response  to  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Peggy  Roth 
Dallas,  Texas 

No  evidence  seen  to  back 
infant  formula  charges 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  following  the  Nestle 
boycott  movement  since  1967  and  I  have 
never  seen  one  bit  of  evidence  that  in¬ 
dicated  that  Nestle  or  any  other  infant 
formula  company  has  been  or  is  at  the 
present  time,  guilty  of  unethical 
marketing  practices.  All  that  I  have  been 
able  to  find  that  is  against  Nestle  is  such 
statements  as  the  ones  included  in  your 
article  headlined  “Nestle’s  woes 
welcomed  by  boycott  proponents.” 
“.  .  .Nestle’s  marketing  practices  cause 
poor  mothers,  who  should  be  breast¬ 
feeding,  to  get  trapped  into  using  infant 
formula  which  they  end  up  overdiluting 
with  impure  water.  .  .the  critics  claim.” 
(TM/UMR,  August  14).  What  critics? 
Who  are  these  critics?  How  reliable  was 
their  research? 

The  only  reliable  research  that  I  have 
found  on  this  issue  is  the  66-page  report 
by  the  World  Health  Organization  en¬ 
titled  “Collaborative  Study  on  Breast¬ 
feeding.”  I  have  read  this  report  several 
times  and  I  find  no  evidence  of  unethical 
marketing  practices  by  any  company 
that  markets  baby  formula,  including 
Nestle. 


The  critics  of  Nestle  Company  seem  tq 
believe  that  all  mothers  give  milk  of  suf¬ 
ficient  quality  and  quantity  to  nourish 
their  babies.  This  is  just  not  true.  One  of 
my  babies  did  beautifully  on  my  milk, 
but  the  other  one  was  allergic  to  my  milk 
and  all  other  milk.  I  had  to  feed  her  a  syn¬ 
thetic  product.  The  problems  of  breast¬ 
feeding  are  multiplied  in  a  country  where 
the  mothers  are  undernourished.  If  I  am 
wrong  about  this  I  hope  some  doctor  will 
correct  me  by  writing  to  TM/UMR. 

Wenonah  Warren 

Paris,  Texas 

Child  abuse  demands 
appropriate  aid  for  family 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  delighted  to  see  the  column  by 
Joyce  Hopkins  headlined  “Child  abuse, 
neglect,  and  Christian  responsibility”  in 
your  July  31  issue.  I  would  like  to  expand 
a  couple  of  points  she  raised.  One  is  the 
difficulty  of  being  caring  and  supportive 
toward  adults  who  have  abused  their 
children.  This  is  hard  even  for  the 
professionals  who  have  been  working  in 
child  protection  for  years  until  someone 

—  such  as  Parents  Anonymous  personnel 

—  can  help  them  understand  the  overall 
dynamics  of  abuse  as  well  as  the 
generational  cycle  that  breeds  it. 

Many  of  the  adult  abusers  of  children 
are  Christians  and  are  kind  and  loving  in 
many  ways,  but  may  need  assistance  in 
ridding  their  family  life  of  the  abusive 
habits  that  they  don’t  like  but  feel 
helpless  to  control  by  themselves.  Many 
of  them  are  treating  their  children  much 
better  than  they  were  treated  as  children 
by  their  parents,  but  the  result  is  still 
more  damaging  to  the  child’s  healthy 
growth  as  a  person  than  it  need  be. 

Ms.  Hopkins’  advice  for  parents  want¬ 
ing  help  with  their  abuse  problems  turn¬ 
ing  to  their  pastor  or  one  from  a  dif¬ 
ferent  church,  for  anonymity  perhaps, 
makes  me  uneasy.  Child  abuse  is  very 
dangerous  and  absolutely  recurring 
unless  appropriate  help  is  received  by 
that  family.  Parents  Anonymous  deals 
exclusively  with  child  abuse  and  is 
available  24  hours  a  day.  Its  personnel 
know  the  danger  signals,  what  is  needed 
by  the  families  in  need,  and  they  are 
committed  to  being  there  when  needed. 

I  hope  that  pastors,  as  well  as  the  con¬ 
cerned  families,  feel  free  to  make  full  use 
of  the  free  services  of  Parents 
Anonymous  to  help  any  family  speed  on 
their  way  to  a  more  loving,  happy  at¬ 
mosphere  at  home  for  themselves  and 
their  children. 

Beverly  Sexton 

Hobbs,  New  Mexico 

Death,  dying  transcends 

life’s  other  struggles 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  deep  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  “My  Witness”  article 
by  Joan  Gaspard  in  the  July  24  issue 
headlined  “A  teacher  teaches  what  her 
students  taught  her  about  death  and 
dying.”  She  wrote  about  the  living  and 
dying  of  15-year  old  Marty  and  David  in  a 


powerful  and  sensitive  way.  She  depicts 
them  as  persons  who  truly  learned  to  live 
until  they  died.  There  is  so  muohthat  all 
of  us  can  learn  from  their  “letters”  as 
Ms.  Gaspard  created  them. 

(1)  There  is  no  substitute  for  being 
open  and  honest  about  dying,  death,  and 
all  of  the  other  experiences  that  trouble 
and  frighten  us. 

(2)  There  is  an  inseparable  relation¬ 
ship  between  sadness  and  joy.  All  too  of¬ 
ten  we  specialize  in  one  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  other.  How  liberating  it  is  to  be 
able  to  cry  and/or  laugh  with  an  authen¬ 
ticity  that  comes  from  deep  within. 

(3)  The  death  of  the  young  and  the  not- 
so-young  puts  into  larger  perspective  our 
struggles  against  war,  poverty,  racism, 
sexism,  etc.  In  my  first  pastorate,  23 
years  ago.  as  a  black  pastor  of  two  white 
suburban  congregations,  I  discovered 
that  my  encounters  as  pastor  with  the 
dying  and  their  loved  ones  transcended 
our  struggles  around  race.  We  learned 
some  new  things  about  God  and  Christ, 
ourselves  and  the  ultimate  insignificance 
of  race.  These  learnings  have  been  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  my  life  since  then. 

Thank  you  Ms.  Gaspard  for  helping  us 
to  cry  and  to  smile  as  Marty  and  David 
reminded  us  of  what  Christian  faith,  life 
and  humanity  is  all  about. 

Gilbert  H.  Caldwell 
Washington,  D.  C. 


A  sleepless  night  .  .  .  Hours  went  by, 
then  days.  We’d  see  young  hitch  hikers 
along  the  road  and,  my  heart  in  my 
throat,  I’d  pray,  “maybe  our  son  .  .” 

All  of  a  sudden,  those  long-haired 
vagabonds  took  on  a  different  look.  Each 
one  could  be  our  son  —  cold,  hungry, 
tired.  We  learned.  Oh,  boy,  did  we 
learn! ! !  Never  again  would  we  be  temp¬ 
ted  to  judge  them  as  less  than  valuable, 
for  now  we  understood  —  one  of  them, 
somewhere,  was  our  son.  Who  would 
pass  him  by? 

”...  I  love  you,  son.” 

It  was  a  day  or  so  before  Easter  when 
he  called  us.  He  wasn’t  so  far  away  —  in 
a  town  only  a  few  miles  away  —  but  it 
might  as  well  have  been  a  thousand  —  his 
room  at  home  was  empty  .  .  .  “You  guys 
can  come  see  me  any  time,  Mom,”  he 
said. 

The  apartment  was  a  dump,  with  “all 
the  wrong  kind  of  people"  hanging, 
around  the  vicinity.  ”...  Oh,  Father,; 
who’s  considering  my  son  the  ‘wrong 
kind  of  people?  ’  ”  f 

"...  I  love  you,  son.” 

One  day  a  call  from  the  hospital  —  A, 
curt  voice  on  the  phone  demanded  that 
we’d  better  make  sure  we  came  with  our 
son  the  next  time  he  needed  stitches,  as  it 
was  necessary  to  have  our  consent  before 
he  could  be  treated!  What  sort  of  parents 
were  we  to  send  him  in  alone? !!!“.. 
Oh,  God,  forgive  me  for  the  times  I’ve 
judged  those  other  parents.  I  love  you 
son.” 

The  years  have  passed,  not  as  one  big 
happily-ever-after,  but  certainly  ’•with  a 
heap  of  growth!  There  were  drugs, 
alcohol,  arrests,  and  doubt .  Ah,  yes  — 
but  there  was  the  day  when  he  proudly 
handed  us  his  G.E.D.,  only  months  after 
he  had  tearfully  watched  his  former 
classmates  graduate  without  him  .  .  . 
There  was  the  night  before  Christmas 
when  he  crept  up  to  the  tree  in  the  wee 
hours  depositing  gifts  for  all  the  family 
and  wakening  us  with  a  “ho!  ho!  ho!” 
.  .  .  There  was  the  day  he  knelt  at  the 
altar  with  his  new  bride  And  last 
week !  Last  week  he  called  to  say,  “Mom, 
we've  got  a  little  baby  daughter!  She 
only  weighs  3  lbs.,  14  oz.,  but  she’s  doing 
fine!  Just  wait  till  you  see  her,  Mom!!! 
She  smiled  when  I  told  her  I  love  her !  ’  ’ 

“  .  .  .  I  love  you,  son.  .  .  .  Thank  you, 
God." 


“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Mary 
Beth  Woolman  of  Berthoud,  Colorado. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to  "My 
Witness,"  TM/UMR,  P.  O  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 
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Nowhere  is  the  church  growing  faster 
than  in  Africa.  In  many  areas  it  grows 
10  percent  a  year.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  shares  in  this  growth:  Sierra  Leone  United 
Methodists  want  to  start  85  new  congregations: 
the  church  in  Angola  hopes  to  double  its  membership 
by  1984.  You  can  help  win  Africa  for  Christ.  Evan¬ 
gelism.  leaders  and  new  churches  are  the  keys. 
Give  through  four  Advance  Specials  .  Select  an  area 
of  interest,  and  send  your  check  today. 


□  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment  —  General:  008233-0  H/T. 

□  Africa  Church  Growth  and 
Development  —  Leadership 
Development:  008233-0  B-T. 

i  □  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  — 

Evangelism:  008233-0  A-T. 

□  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  —  Estab¬ 
lishment  of  New 

^  Churches  and  Repairs 

^  to  Damaged  Churches: 

■  008233-0  A-N. 
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Send  gifts  through  your 
local  church  treasurer 
or  to  the  Treasurer. 
General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Room  1439. 
475  Riverside  Dr  . 

New  York.  NY  10115 
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Church  school  lesson  writers  keep  it  all  in  the  lamily 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

Laura  Gaylord,  a  Madison,  Wis.,  sixth  grader,  is 
getting  a  preview  of  the  United  Methodist  Sunday 
School  materials  for  her  age  group  which  are  to  be 
released  in  September  1982. 

That’s  easy  for  her  to  do,  since  her  parents  are 
writing  two  units  for  fifth  and  sixth  graders  in  the 
new  Children’s  Bible  Studies  offered  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

“Laura  will  come  in  and  say,  ‘Oh,  you’re  doing 
THAT  again!’  ”  said  the  Rev.  Frank  Gaylord, 
laughing  about  the  time-consuming  curriculum 
work  he  and  his  wife  do  at  home  after  his  day  as  a 
pastor  at  Bethany  UMC  and  hers  as  a  teacher  at  a 
private  preschool  in  Madison. 

The  Gaylords  are  two  of  the  some  140  to  150 
curriculum  writers  from  50  United  Methodist  an¬ 
nual  conferences  hired  by  the  Publishing  House  to 
produce  church  educational  materials. 

Writers  like  the  Gaylords  receive  their  guidance 
from  their  Publishing  House  editors,  who  in  turn 
follow  the  directions  of  the  UMC’s  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee.  That’s  the  committee 


which  does  long-range  planning  and  sets  the  ob¬ 
jectives  for  all  United  Methodist-produced 
curriculum  materials. 

The  committee  starts  the  ball  rolling,  but  it  is 
the  curriculum  writers  who  do  the  almost  daily 
writing  on  the  study  units,  usually  before  or  after 
their  full-time  jobs  as  the  Gaylords  do,  and  usually 
in  their  homes. 


the  two  units  in  the  Children’s  Bible  Studies  series 
to  be  introduced  to  local  church  educators  by  next 

spring.  .  .  . 

“We  heard  a  lot  of  speakers  talk  a  good  deal 
about  inclusive  language  in  our  writing  and  about 
meeting  the  needs  of  ethnic  minority  people,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Gaylord  said  that  conference  speakers 


“Sometimes  it’s  overwhelming  when  you  think 
about  meeting  the  needs  of  the  entire  church. 

—  Frank  Gaylord 


Frank  And  Sandra  Gaylord 


Those  working  on  the  new  children’s  curriculum 
come  from  backgrounds  as  pluralistic  as  the 
membership  of  the  denomination.  They  have  ex¬ 
perience  working  with  or  teaching  the  age  groups 
for  which  they  write.  While  some  hold  church- 
related  jobs,  many  do  not,  nor  are  any  curriculum 
writers  any  longer  required  to  hold  theology 
degrees. 

Writers  of  curriculum  for  all  but  nursery  and 
kindergarten  age  groups  get  paid  about  4  cents  per 
word  for  their  manuscripts,  a  Publishing  House 
spokesperson  said.  This  averages  out  to  about 
$2,500  for  one  13-week  Sunday  School  unit  and  in¬ 
cludes  the  teacher’s  book  and  student  materials, 
such  as  activities  books  or  study  guides. 

Curriculum  writers  are  chosen  from  among 
those  who  send  resumes  to  the  Publishing  House 
or  from  those  recommended  by  general  church 
and  annual  conference  board  and  agency  staff. 
Sometimes  they  are  approached  directly  by 
Publishing  House  editors  who  know  them. 

According  to  the  Publishing  House,  ideas  for 
curriculum  materials  come  from  such  sources  as 
members  of  local  congregations  or  from  church 
board  and  agency  staff. 

After  the  Curriculum  Resources  Committee  has 
developed  guidelines  for  the  materials  and  these 
gain  Board  of  Discipleship  approval,  writers  enter 
the  picture. 

All  current  curriculum  writers  go  to  Nashville 
for  Writers’  Conferences  with  Publishing  House 
editors  about  twice  a  year.  Speakers  outline  the 
concerns  of  the  church  and  the  objectives  for  the 
curriculum.  . 

For  the  Gaylords,  their  initiation  as  curriculum 
writers  came  at  the  January  1980  Writers  Con¬ 
ference.  Shortly  afterward,  they  began  work  on 


placed  much  emphasis  on  “the  fact  that  we  are 

writing  for  the  entire  church. 

"Sometimes  it’s  overwhelming  when  you  think 
about  meeting  the  needs  of  the  entire  church  -  but 
it’s  exciting,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Gaylord,  describing  how  he  and  his  wife 
work  at  home  on  the  curriculum,  said  she  will  fill 
her  desk  with  the  work,  he  the  kitchen  table.  He 
said  they  expect  to  complete  their  study  units  later 
this  year. 

“It  has  been  a  lot  of  work,"  Mrs.  Gaylord  said. 

Mr.  Gaylord  is  preparing  the  teacher’s  manual, 
and  Mrs.  Gaylord,  who  has  taught  Sunday  School 
to  fifth  and  sixth  graders  for  many  years,  the 
student  materials.  Some  curriculum  writers, 
however,  do  both  student  and  teacher  materials 
for  the  units  they  are  preparing. 

Before  they  or  other  writers  begin  to  write, 
however,  they  meet  with  their  editors  to  develop 
an  outline. 

Mrs.  Gaylord  credits  the  outlines  for  the  two 
units  she  and  her  husband  are  writing  with 
reducing  any  conflict  between  them  over  the 
material  they  are  developing. 

She  said  she  develops  the  student  activities  and 
study  materials  slightly  ahead  of  the  analogous 
teacher's  manual  sections  on  which  her  husband 
works. 

Because  they  have  a  sixth  grader  in  their  home, 
“we  try  out  a  lot  of  things  on  her,”  Mr.  Gaylord 
said. 

Informal  trying  out  on  the  children  to  whom 
they  have  access  is  common  among  curriculum 
writers  who  use  Sunday  School  classes  and  even 
their  own  children  or  grandchildren  to  test  their 
handiwork. 

The  Gaylords  confer  with  their  editor 


Good  things  happen  to  attendance 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Average  attendance  at 
United  Methodist  church  schools  during  19811  increased 
for  the  first  time  in  19  years,  according  to  an  unofficial 
report  made  here. 

The  Rev.  Warren  Hartman,  executive  for  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  s  Christian  Education  Section,  said 
reports  from  the  73  annual  conference  statisticians 
show  an  overall  one-tenth  of  a  percent  increase.  At¬ 
tendance  among  adults  increased  for  the  second  con¬ 
secutive  year  while  declines  slowed  for  children  and 

-V  An  authority  on  denpminational  memberships  trends. 
Dr.  Hartman  said  the  overall  increase  in  church  school 
attendance,  though  small,  is  significant.  "It's  good 
news,"  he  declared,  "because  church  school  trends 
have  traditionally  preceded  membership  trends.” 

He  credits  growth  in  the  adult  division  to  an  influx  of 
young  adults  which  in  turn  will  bring  more  children  in¬ 
to  the  church  school.  Most  of  the  annual  conferences 
showing  increases  in  church  school  attendance  were  conferences  which  acli'e'>  Parli‘ 
cipated  in  the  denomination-wide  "Decision  Point:  Church  School"  emphasis,  he  added 


periodically  by  writing  or  by  phone,  as  do  all 
curriculum  writers.  As  individual  lessons  are 
completed,  the  Publishing  House  may  choose  to 
test-market  one  or  more  lessons  from  new  study 
units  in  local  churches  randomly  selected  by  its 
computers.  


House,  then  sends  information  and  order  blanks  to 
local  churches. 

The  next  phase  of  field  testing  which  all 
materials  undergo  begins  in  local  churches. 
Teachers  are  urged  to  fill  out  questionnaires  about 
the  lessons  provided  in  the  backs  of  their  manuals 


‘Oh,  you’re  doing  that  again 


t” 


— Laura  Gaylord 


Teachers  and  students  in  pre-marketing  testing 
are  asked  to  answer  questions  gauging  such  things 
as  the  materials’  appropriateness  and  easiness  to 
teach  or  to  study. 

Following  any  revisions  resulting  from  the 
testing,  the  study  materials  then  undergo  a  final 
check  for  readability  and  simplicity. 

Once  a  manuscript  is  finished  and  perfected, 
illustrations  are  done  by  artists  or  photographers 
from  throughout  the  country. 

After  illustrations  and  words  are  put  together 
and  final  proofreading  done,  the  materials  are 
printed. 

Cokesbury,  the  retail  division  of  the  Publishing 


and  to  return  them  to  the  Publishing  House. 

Through  the  Curric-U-Phone  number,  (800)251- 
8591,  the  Publishing  House  gets  "instant  feed¬ 
back,"  Dr.  Ewart  Watts,  editor  of  church  school 
publications,  explained.  As  quickly  as  the  Monday 
morning  after  materials  are  used  teachers  phone 
in  their  questions,  praises  or  complaints. 

These  comments  are  considered  in  the  periodic 
revision  of  curriculum  or  when  planning  new 
materials. 

Some  say  the  increased  visibility  of  the  Bible  in 
UM  curriculum  resulted  at  least  partly  because 
user  comments  indicated  they  wanted  more  Scrip¬ 
tures  included. 


Baptist  leader  protests 
UM  seminary  review 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE  —  The  president  of 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
here  has  blasted  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  its  new  policy  of  reviewing 
seminaries  and  setting  its  own  criteria  as 
to  their  suitability  for  UM  ministerial 
candidates. 

“Under  no  circumstances  would  we 
agree  to  be  inspected  by  your 
organization,’’  President  Duke  K. 
McCall  wrote  to  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Southern  Baptist  was  one  of  24 
seminaries  last  spring  which  declined  to 
be  reviewed,  a  choice  that  automatically 
removed  them  from  the  “approved”  list 
of  the  UMC’s  University  Senate. 

The  reason  given  by  most  of  the  24  for 
declining  the  review  was  that  they  didn’t 
have  enough  UM  students  to  warrant  the 
extra  paperwork.  Dr.  McCall’s  Sept.  9 
letter  is  the  first  indication  that  any  of 
the  24  schools  was  upset  by  the  review 
process,  said  Charles  Cole,  director  of 
interpretation  for  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

A  lot  of  criticism  has  come  from  the  six 
seminaries  which  submitted  to  the 
review  but  faded  to  pass.  But  even  they 
have  not  questioned  the  right  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  to  set  criteria  and  to 
review. 

Dr.  McCall  began  his  letter:  “Gentle¬ 
men:  Your  demands  of  this  institution  were 
arrogant  and  insulting.  Your  published 
list  of  institutions  which  did  not  meet 
your  demands  warrants  making  this  an 
open  letter." _ 


Because  of  his  seminary’s  relationship 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  he 
said,  no  other  denomination  may  review 
it.  “We  reject  any  relationship  with  the 
Methodist  Church  which  would  signify 
signify  or  make  it  appear  that  we  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion,”  he  wrote. 

However,  another  seminary  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  did  submit 
to  the  review  —  Southeastern  Baptist  in 
North  Carolina.  Because  of  a  problem  in 
the  mail  service,  the  materials  from  that 
school  did  not  arrive  before  this  year’s 
“approved”  list  was  put  together.  So  it 
received  a  one-year  approval  rather  than 
a  permanent  one. 

Southeastern  Baptist  had  39  United 
Methodist  students  last  year,  according 
to  one  mailing  list  for  UM  seminarians. 
Southern  Baptist  had  22.  Both  were 
among  the  25  non-UM  seminaries  which 
trained  the  most  United  Methodists  for 
the  ministry. 

Mr.  Cole  said  he  had  discussed  the 
letter  with  other  officials  in  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry:  “Our 
response  is  that  we  are  surprised  by  his 
response  written  this  month.  We  first 
wrote  him  last  winter.  His  provost  wrote 
a  very  neutral  letter  declining  review  at 
that  time  ...  We  don’t  know  why  he  is 
writing  such  an  emotional  letter  so  many 
months  afterwards.” 

Mr.  Cole  said  all  seminaries  need  to 
understand  that  their  removal  from  the 
'UMC’s  “approved”  list  is  “in  no  way  a 
punitive  action”  and  does  not  reflect 
badly  on  the  quality  of  education  they  are 
offering. 


Campers 

SHARE 

handicaps 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
FORT  COLLINS,  Colo.  -  By  church 
camping  standards,  Camp  SHARE 
near  here  wasn’t  a  huge  success  this 
summer.  Only  21  persons  —  9  cam¬ 
pers  and  12  staffers  —  attended. 

But  by  ministry  standards  it  was  a 
smash!  Eleven  of  the  21  campers 
were  handicapped  in  some  manner  — 
visual,  hearing,  or  ambulatory  im¬ 


pairment.  One  came  from  as  far  away 
as  Arkansas.  One  was  only  12  years 
old.  Another  was  78. 

SHARE  stands  for  Sharing  Han¬ 
dicaps  Abilities  Resources  with 
Everyone.  Camp  director  Earl  H. 
Miller,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Lupton, 
Colo.,  had  no  trouble  visualizing  what 
must  be  done  to  make  camping 
possible  for  handicapped  persons. 
He’s  a  paraplegic,  a  victim  of  polio. 

The  camp  is  at  7,300  feet  elevation 
some  18  miles  west  of  this  university 
town.  Several  cabins  are  wheelchair 
modified.  The  lodge  is  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible,  as  is  a  stocked  lake. 

Activities  for  the  intergenerational 
camp  included  small  sharing  groups, 
athletics,  creative  arts,  and  spiritual 
building  events. 

At  UPPER  RIGHT,  camper  Mike 
Kaump  plays  the  violin.  The  blind 
Coloradoan  said,  “Camp  Share  is  the 
first  place  1‘ve  been  where  someone 
really  heard  what  I  was  saying." 

At  LOWER  LEFT,  camper  Troy 
Turner  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.  He 
has  cerebral  palsy  and  traveled  the 
farthest  to  attend  Camp  Share. 

Camp  Share. 


Several  UMs  join  march 
favoring  social  programs 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  —  More  than  250,000 
people  marched  from  the  Washington 
Monument  to  the  capitol  here  Sept.  19, 
some  praying,  many  bearing  banners,  at 
a  Solidarity  Day  demonstration. 

The  massive  crowd  with  its  noise  and 
banners  made  the  day  a  reminder  of 
another  such  march  on  this  same  spot  in 
1963,  the  one  led  by  the  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 

Solidarity  Day,  organized  by  the  AFL- 
CIO,  had  participation  of  more  than  125 
religious,  labor  and  social  action  groups. 

Several  United  Methodists,  including 
members  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  were  there.  The  group 
interrupted  its  meeting  in  nearby  Chevy 
Chase,  Md.,  so  members  could  participate 
in  the  march. 

The  true  power  of  the  event  was  in  the 
diversity  of  participants.  Men,  women, 
children  and  even  family  pets  were  there 
carrying  signs. 

Blacks,  Hispanics,  Asians  and  whites 
locked  arms  and  held  banners  aloft  in 
what  city  officials  said  was  the  largest 
political  protest  here  in  20  years. 

The  mass  of  people  stretched  more 
than  a  mile  down  Constitution  Avenue. 

A  group  of  senior  citizens  from 
Charlottesville,  Va.,  distributed  “senior 
power”  buttons  denouncing  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  cuts  in  the  Social 
Security  program. 

A  school  teacher,  Susan  Hunneycutt 
from  Lenoir,  N.C.,  sold  buttons 
commemorating  Solidarity  Day.  She 
said.  “You  know,  people  on  all  levels  are 


8  Day  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  —  Feb.  7 

13  Day  Hawaii  —  Feb.  15 
19  Day  Australia  —  Feb.  22 

14  Day  Holy  Land  with  7  Churches  of  Asia  —  April  12 

9  Dav  Mexico  —  April  24 

17  Day  China  -  May  19  15  Day  European  -  June  14 

WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS 

P.O.  Box  506,  Elizabethtown.  KY  12701  (502)  769-5900 
Tour  Host  benefits_ Write  for  brochures 


Mission  remodeling  now  targeted  for  1982 


being  hurt  by  President  Reagan’s 
policies.  That’s  why  I’m  here.  It’s  that 
simple.” 

A  group  of  union  artists  and  musicians 
sported  signs  blaring  “There’s  No 
Busxiiess  Like  Show  Business.”  One  of 
the  most  popular  chants  among  the 
marchers  was,  “When  Reagan  says  cut 
back,  we  say  fight  back  ” 

The  National  Council  of  Churches, 
among  other  religious  groups,  had 
endorsed  the  Solidarity  Day 
demonstration.  The  NCC  called  on 
Christians  to  help  send  a  message  to 
Washington  deploring  “indiscriminate 
budget  cuts”  and  cuts  in  employment 
and  in  government  services. 

NCC  General  Secretary  Claire  Randall 
had  said  in  an  earlier  statement  that  one 
of  the  first  policy  statements  of  the  NCC 
some  30  years  ago  was  a  call  to 
Christians  to  support  such  government 
measures  as  would  maintain  mass 
employment  and  control  inflation. 

Well-known  figures  from  politics  and 
other  fields  milled  through  the  crowd. 
Guest  speakers  included  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  of  Chicago  and  singer  Stevie 
Wonder. 

By  far  the  most  lively  and  outspoken 
group  of  marchers  were  PATCO  (air 
traffic  control)  members.  They  were 
more  than  2,000  strong  in  opposition  to 
recent  firings  of  their  members  by 
President  Reagan.  Other  unions  showing 
support  for  PATCO  strikers  included 
auto  workers,  machinists  and  teamsters. 

AFL-CIO  President  Lane  Kirkland, 
addressing  the  throng,  said,  “If  you  don’t 
embrace  the  proposition  that  the 
president  has  a  mandate  to  destroy  the 
programs  that  feed  the  roots  of  a  decent 
society,  look  about  you.” 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

2,600  members,  seeking  full-lime  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries.  Must  have  experience  and  give  evidence 
of  having  directed  a  successful  program.  Must  be 
certified  DRE.  with  additional  training  in  youth 
ministries.  Good  salary  and  fringe  benefits.  Send 
resume  and  references  to  Dr.  Thomas  Lane  Butts, 
P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery,  AL  36194 


LOOKING  FOR 

CONFIRMATION  MATERIALS? 
KQ  Associates,  Inc.  brings  you 
"New  Beginnings"  —  a  fresh  new 
Confirmation  resource.  Send  for  our 
brochure;  KQ  Associates,  Box  2132, 
Cedar  Rapids,  la.  52406 


DIRECTOR  OF 
DEVELOPMENT 
PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF 
THEOLOGY 

SMU  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Development  for  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  Qualifications  include:  3-5  years 
development  experience  in  higher 
education;  strong  oral  and  written 
communications  skills;  familiarity  with 
structure  of  United  Methodist  Church. 

Apply  to: 

'  Development  Search 
Box  281 

Southern  Methodist  University 
Dallas,  TX  75275 

SMU  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Two  tentative  models 
aimed  at  streamlining  United 
Methodism’s  largest  program  agency 
will  be  floated  next  month  before  the  157 
directors.  But  they  will  be  asked  to  delay 
making  any  hard  and  fast  decisions  until 
next  fall. 

Meanwhile,  if  the  directors  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  agree,  they  will  authorize  a 
“consultative  process”  arrived  at  here 
last  week  with  members  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM).  This 
would  lead  to  the  development  of  a  model, 
some  testing  of  riew  pieces  and  complete 
implementation  plans  for  a  1982  board 
vote. 

The  board,  which  relates  to  some  9,000 
projects  in  some  80  countries  and  dis¬ 
burses  approximately  $60  million  an¬ 
nually,  has  been  under  fire  in  earlier 
GCOM  evaluations  for  its  lack  of  respon¬ 
siveness,  effectiveness  and  poor  com¬ 
munications  with  other  levels  of  the 
church.  The  General  Conference  subse¬ 
quently  asked  for  more  flexibility  and  the 
possible  decentralization  of  staff. 

BGM  carries  the  ball 

“We  have  a  pattern  of  cooperation  and 
a  process  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  carrying  the  ball,”  GCOM 
president,  Bishop  Dwight  Loder  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  told  TM/UMR.  That 
kind  of  cooperation,  he  believes,  is  a  very 
important  witness  to  the  church. 

The  unprecedented  arrangement  with 
GCOM  grew  out  of  an  unprecedented  ac¬ 


tion  by  the  1980  General  Conference.  Last 
year  it  gave  the  mission  arm-  of  the 
church  in  “consultation  with  GCOM”  the 
authority  “to  achieve  flexibility  in  ad¬ 
ministration  and  structure  within  the 
1981-84  quadrennium”  and  to  report  the 
accomplished  fact  to  the  1984  session  of 
General  Conference. 

Each  agency’s  directors  will  be 
requested  next  month  to  name  six  or 
eight  persons  to  work  on  the  streamlining 
mandate  with  all  final  decisions  to  rest 
with  the  parent  bodies  —  not  with  the 
smaller  working  group,  Dr.  Bevins  said. 

Members  of  the  GCOM  management 
sub-committee,  which  met  here  for  the 
first  time  with  the  mission  agency’s  re¬ 
search  arm,  said  they  were  in  no  position 
to  offer  evaluations  of  the  models  favored 
by  the  research  committee.  But  the  GCOM 
group  did  question  whether  the  two 
favorites  offer  anything  really  new,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  staff  observer. 

The  Rev.  Rex  Bevins,  who  heads  the 
mission  agency’s  Research  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Committee  which  began  the 
streamlining  effort  a  year  ago,  said  he 
welcomes  the  input  offered  by  the 
church’s  program  coordination  and 
evaluation  unit  (GCOM)  before  present¬ 
ing  a  plan  to  his  own  agency. 

He  said  initiative  still  lies  with  the 
mission  directors. 

A  series  of  face-to-face  consultations 
between  members  of  the  research  com¬ 
mittee  and  mission-minded  church  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  five  jurisdictions  this  last 
year  —  plus  a  telephone  survey  of  some 
1,200  people  —  has  tended  to  confirm 
these  problem  areas.  The  surveys  have 
also  found  loyal  support  for  mission 


programs  and  a  high  degree  of  interest  in 
volunteer  work. 

The  Research  and  Development  Com¬ 
mittee  agreed  here  to  three  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  which  must  be  built  into  any  new 
model  for  the  agency : 

•  Reaffirmation  of  the  1964  agreements 
with  the  (United  Methodist)  Women’s 
Division.  Among  other  things,  these  give 
the  women  50  percent  of  the  votes  on  the 
three  divisions  that  administer  programs 
in  their  property  and/or  provide  mission 
education  in  exchange  for  the  women’s 
mission  dollars. 

•  Development  of  annual  conference 
relations  and  interpretation; 

•  Strengthening  the  role  of  the  general 
secretary  in  administration  and  of  the 
directors  in  policy  decision-making. 

The  two  tentative  models  favored  by 
the  committee  have  several  features  in 
common: 

•  A  new  annual  conference  relations 
position; 

•  A  new  interpretation  position 
amenable  to  the  general  secretary ; 

•  Four  divisions  —  Womens,  National, 
World  and  UMCOR  —  instead  of  six ; 

•  An  interdivisional  unit  on  health  and 
welfare  ministries  related  to  National, 
World  and  UMCOR  divisions ; 

•  A  joint  division  of  mission  education, 
cultivation  and  resources; 

•  A  visible  office  for  volunteers  in 
mission  to  seek  information  and  as¬ 
sistance. 

Both  plans  would  make  the  divisions 
amenable  to  the  board  of  directors  and 
board’s  chief  executive.  The  current 
structure  with  six  nearly  autonomous 
divisions  has  led  to  the  criticism  that  the 


agency  is  really  a  series  of  mini-boards 
that  is  “out  of  control.” 

The  two  plans  are  unlike  in  that  one 
would  add  a  mission  coordinating  council 
to  oversee  the  divisions  in  addition  to  a 
staff  cabinet. 

Health  division  objects 

The  interdivisional  arrangement  for 
health  and  welfare  ministries  —  which 
means  it  will  be  directed  by  three  other 
divisions  —  was  strongly  opposed  by  the 
division’s  representatives  here. 

Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.,  division 
president,  said  “some  of  the 
denomination’s  institutional  agency 
heads  will  see  this  as  a  diminished  role 
for  health  and  welfare  ministries”  and 
hinted  that  they  may  push  for  the 
division  to  pull  out  of  the  huge  board  —  as 
the  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  unit  did  in  1980. 

Kenneth  Plummer,  a  division  member 
from  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  said  he 
strongly  believes  health  and  welfare 
ministries  represent  increasing  op¬ 
portunities  for  mission  to  the  aged,  to 
children  and  to  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions  —  ministries  the 
division  has  fostered  since  1972. 

But,  he  told  TM/UMR,  many  church 
members  continue  to  identify  the 
division  with  only  institutions  — 
hospitals  and  homes  related  to  annual 
conferences  —  and  not  with  these 
outreach  areas.  And,  he  said,  the  fact 
that  the  division  does  not  bring  in  a  lot  of 
money  and  lacks  a  national  constituency 
contributes  to  a  weaker  position  in  struc¬ 
ture  negotiations. 


LARGE  AND  SMALL  CHURCHES  EXPAND  their 
horizons  with  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK,  mission 
magazine  of  United  Methodism  Every  church  has  a 
mandate  to  be  in  mission  and  carry  on  edu 
cation  for  mission.  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  helps 
this  process  with  stimulating  coverage  of  mission 
programs  and  personalities,  late  news,  inspiration, 
two  mission  study  issues  a  year,  phot  of  ea  lures 
Subscribe  today!  Send  your  check/money  order 
1  yr  $7,  52  yre  $13)  to  NEW  WORLD  OUT 
LOOK  Service  Center.  7820  Reading  Road,  Cincin 
natti.  OH  45237  


POSITION  OPEN  full  time  dual  position  Director  of 
Christian  Education  and  Program/Activiliea. 
Training  and  experience  required.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to  Rev  George  K.  Comes 
Jr  .  5330  Park  Ave  .  Memphis.  TN  38119 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted,  full  or  part  time 

Salary  negotiable  Wesley  UMC,  Box  216,  El  Reno. 
OK  73036  1 405  )  262  3734  or  (405  >  262  2899 


POSITION  WANTED  -  full  or  part  time  choir 
director  Experience  in  voice,  children  s  choirs 
handbells.  Orff  and  strings.  BMusED,  Westminster 
Choir  College,  Pnnceton.  NJ  Contact:  Shirley 
Heath,  53  Murray  Place,  Princeton,  NJ  06540,  (609 
924-6213  ‘  . 


CHILD  CARE  AGENCY  needs  Social  Worker  - 
Master's  degree  in  social  work  required  ACSW  and 
BCSW  preferred.  To  work  with  children 
nstitutional  setting  and  with  their  parents 
counseling  capacity  Salary  ranges  from  $12-15,000 
depending  on  experience  Send  resume  to 
MacDonell  Children's  Services,  1210  E  Main, 
H°uma,  LA  70360  EOE 


DCE/YOUTH  ADVISOR  position  available  Fall  '8 

at  Oxon  Hill  UMC  Washington  suburban  community 
with  1  500-member  congregation.  Call  secretary 
(3011  839-4748.  Oxon  Hill  UMC.  6400  Livingston  Rd 
Oxon  Hill.  MD  20021  


BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  available  10  years 
experience  at  local  church.  Certified  by  NACBA  ami 
GCFA  Highly  qualified  in  budgeting,  accounting, 
maintenance,  purchasing  and  stewardship.  Relates 
well  to  program  and  ministry  Address  inquiries 
PO  Box  221076-CM.  Dallas  TX  75222 


IOWA  UNITED  Methodist  Church  is  seeking 

applicants  for  Conference  Treasurer  The  treasurer 
is  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the  church,  receives 
and  disperses  all  funds,  administers  budget  an«! 
prepares  reports,  records  and  other  accounting 
documents  Relates  to  churches  and  agencies 
Applications  must  be  filed  by  Oct.  15.  For  application 
and  complete  job  description  write  Dr  Eugene 
Hancock,  Selection  Committee,  St.  Paul's  UMC,  Box 
2065.  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  52406 
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Live  show  rockets  TV  Campaign  into  orbit 


By  JOHN  A  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  With  just  enough  minor 
technical  flaws  to  prove  that  it  was, 
indeed,  a  live  television  production,  an 
hour-long  program  Sept.  20  rocketed 
United  Methodism’s  “National  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry”  campaign 
literally  into  outer  space. 

What  came  back  from  Nashville,  Tenn., 
via  communications  satellite  to  some  140 
“downlinked”  locations  across  the  coun¬ 
try  was  a  fast-paced  show. 

Campaign  director  A.  Leroy  Lightner 
had  said  in  advance  that  this  would  be  a 


sales  meeting.  And  the  sales  pitch  was 
steady  and  strong.  The  “pitch"  is  to  raise 
at  least  $25  million  so  United  Methodist 
Communications  can  enter  the  down-to- 
earth  business  of  producing  television 
programming. 

Until  Sunday’s  program  the  best- 
known  part  of  the  campaign  had  been  a 
plan  to  buy  a  commercial  television 
station,  then  to  use  income  from  that 
station  to  produce  a  variety  of  programs 
which  could  then  be  beamed  via  satellite 
and  cable  to  church  and  home  video 
systems. 


But  United  Methodist  Communications 
Chairman  Charles  Cappleman,  in  a  brief 
dialogue  interview  with  hostess  Carole 
Lawrence,  indicated  that  the  general 
communications  agency  may  be 
reconsidering  buying  a  station.  Another 
possibility,  he  said,  is  to  use  funds  raised 
in  the  national  campaign  as  something  of 
an  endowment.  Interest  from  the 
endowment  earnings  would  then  be  used, 
he  said,  to  produce  specific  television 
programs. 

“Sound  business  judgment  and 
Christian  stewardship  will  determine  the 
decisions,”  Mr.  Capplemen  concluded. 


All  of  those  decisions  were  far  in  the 
future,  though,  as  Ms.  Lawrence  led  a 
strong  cast  of  Nashville  musicians 
through  overtly  religious  music  and 
dialogue. 

In  her  floral-patterned  floor-length 
gown,  highlighted  by  a  bright  red  sash, 
Ms.  Lawrence  looked  like  the  perfect 
hostess  for  a  local  church  Very 
Important  Occasion.  Her  introductions  of 
such  fellow  guest  artists  as  gospel  singer 
Cynthia  Clawson  and  Joe  Bias  seemed 
genuine  and  smooth,  and  her  brief  chats 
with  Mr.  Cappleman  showed  that  she  not 


only  had  learned  her  lines  well  but 
seemed  to  believe  in  the  message  she 
was  helping  convey. 

The  basic  visual  setting  was  a  large, 
sterile-white  cross,  most  commonly  seen 
between  two  simulated  communications 
satellite  “downlink"  dishes.  Across  that 
set  moved  a  choir  of  20  or  so  adults  from 
Nashville’s  Belle  Meade  United 
Methodist  Church,  eight  children  of 
mixed  ethnic  backgrounds,  and  some 
background  musical  groups. 

The  “Nashville  sound,”  best  known  for 
its  world  leadership  in  gospel  and  rock 


Reaction  nationwide  mostly  enthusiastic  at  ‘ down-links’ 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
Reaction  from  across  the  nation  was 
almost  unanimously  positive  and 
enthusiastic  Sept.  20  following  the  live 
television  introduction  to  United 
Methodism’s  new  “National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry .  ’  ’ 

“I  came  tired  and  left  inspired.”  —  Dr. 
Oswald  Bronson,  president,  Bethune- 
Cookman  college.  Daytona  Beach, 
Florida. 

“Fantastic !  Right  on  target!  ”  —  Dr.  0. 
S.  Luton,  Clarksville,  Tenn. 

“Program  was  professionally  done, 
positive,  very  well  done  and  long  overdue 
getting  here.”  —  the  Rev.  Rodney 
Wilmoth,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

“Won  over  and  thrilled.”  —  retired 
pastor  from  San  Francisco. 

Viewers  saw  a  lot  of  potential  for  the 
kinds  of  programming  suggested  by  the 
Sept.  20  introduction. 

“It’ll  knock  Ernest  Angley  right  off  the 
air,”  said  Peggy  Smith  of  Fayetteville, 
Tenn.,  with  a  note  of  laughter  in  her 
voice.  “It  will  give  people  a  new 
perspective  on  religion  and  show  them 
that  the  so-called  TV  have-it-alls  don’t 
•  have-it-all.” 

“The  age-old  message  with  a  new 
vitality.  The  bottom  line  is  whether  we 
care  enough  to  direct  our  mission  dollars 
toward  reaching  the  unchurched,"  said 


Helen  Depp  of  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

Marguarette  Smith  of  Lakeland,  Fla., 
said,  “This  opens  the  door  to  make  it 
possible  to  counteract  wfiat  we  are  now 
exposed  to  on  television." 

Harry  Johnson  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  said,  ‘‘It  is 
unconscionable  that  we  have  abdicated 
responsibility  for  proclaiming  the  word 
that  God  loves  you  to  persons,  nor  have 
we  the  right  to  object  to  a  TV  diet  of  sex 
and  violence  if  we  are  unwilling  to 
provide  a  creative  and  imaginative 
alternative.” 

Ann  Whiting,  also  of  Massachusetts, 
said  people  there  were  glad  to  see  the 
mainline  nature  of  the  presentation  “as 
opposed  to  the  Falwell  stuff.”  She  said 
people  also  saw  a  lot  of  potential  for 
outreach. 

Bishop  Monk  Bryan  of  the  Nebraska 
Area  said,  "Just  as  the  circuit  riders  of 
another  day  provided  the  medium  for  the 
message  of  that  time,  so  television  is  the 
medium  we  must  make  good  use  of 
today.” 

The  program  had  been  billed  as  a 
“sales  meeting"  to  a  group  of  invited 
prospective  workers  and  contributors. 
Thus  the  fund-raising  aspect  of  the 
campaign  drew  some  comments. 

William  Haley  of  Lewisburg,  Tenn., 


said  “Sure  is  a  whole  lot  of  money  but 
there  are  a  whole  lot  of  United 
Methodists.” 

(The  campaign  seeks  to  raise  a 
minimum  of  $25  million  outside 
conference  and  general  church 
apportionments). 

It  had  been  announced  that  no  special 
offerings  or  collections  would  be 
received  from  the  Sept.  20  audiences  in 
some  150  locations  around  the  nation. 

But  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  viewers 
decided  to  try  to  get  an  early  start.  They 
launched  a  10-day  campaign  to  raise  100 


pledges  from  the  10  local  churches. 

Not  all  reactions  to  the  financing  were 
positive,  however.  “People  will  ask  us 
where  our  priorities  are  if  we  commit 
this  much  money  to  television,”  said  the 
Rev.  Mike  Katayama,  a  district 
superintendent  in  Indianapolis.  He  said 
this  is  particularly  true  because  of  the 
way  social  programs  are  being  cut  back. 
He  questioned  whether  the  money 
couldn’t  be  better  used  to  fill  some  social 
needs. 

The  general  reaction  about  finances 
was  positive,  though.  “If  Falwell  can  do 


Meeting  by  long  distance 
teleconference  saves 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  Ever  try  to  talk  long 
distance  with  20  or  so  people  on  the 
telephone?  At  the  same  time? 

Can  you  imagine  making  a  ministry 
out  of  that  cacophony? 

It  can  be  done,  and  the  recently -formed 
National  Association  of  Local  Church 
Communications  (NALCC)  proved  it 
Sept.  15. 

The  event  was  billed  as  a 
“teleconference.”  The  leader  was  the 
Rev.  Gary  Arnold,  a  United  Methodist  on 
leave  of  absence  in  Boulder,  Colo.,  where 
he  is  seeking  to  perfect  his  concept  of 
almost  unlimited  use  of  the  telephone  by 
any  local  church  or  denominational 
agency. 

Mr.  Arnold  had  mailed  a  meeting 
“agenda”  to  each  participating  NALCC 
member.  And,  by  "calling  the  roll 
early,  he  established  the  feeling  that  this 
was^  indeed,  a  business  meeting  among 
people  who  had  never  met  and  likely 
never  would  see  each  other  face  to  face. 

That’s  part  of  the  point:  For  much  less 
money,  by  avoiding  travel  and  meal  and 
lodging  costs,  a  group  can  “meet”  via 
telephone. 

For  his  inaugural  teleconference  he 
was  joined  by  a  registered  total  of  76 
NALCC  members,  plus  an  unknown 
number  of  others  who  may  have  listened 
in  on  local-office  phone  extensions  or 
speaker  phones.  The  phone  system  limits 
the  number  of  lines  per  call  to  25  and  Mr. 
Arnold  averaged  15-20  for  each  of  five  30- 
minute  teleconferences  that  day. 

Four  advantages 

Anyone  familiar  with  Bell  System 
conference  calls  would  recognize  at  least 
four  ways  in  which  Arnold's  Colorado- 
based  system  is  better:  (1)  the  sound  is 
almost  as  clear  as  a  local  call,  because 
all  background  noise  is  blocked  out; 
(2)  all  speakers’  voices  are  at  equalized 
volume  levels;  (3)  the  call  can  be 
established  quickly,  taking  no  more  than 
five  minutes  to  connect  20  lines;  (4)  any 
one  can  call  into  the  system  —  that  is, 
join  a  "meeting"  —  from  any  convenient 
phone  rather  than  having  to  be  called  at  a 
specified  number  at  a  pre-arranged  time 
by  a  conference  call  operator.  One 
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person  even  joined  from  a  pay  phone  in 
New  Jersey.  This  reporter  inadvertently 
got  cut  off  from  the  call  but  rejoined  it 
simply  by  dialing  the  Colorado  number. 

That  was  another  significant  feature: 
Geographical  spread.  Texans 
dominated,  but  voices  came  through 
equally  well  from  North  Carolina, 
Alabama,  Kansas,  Arkansas,  and 
Tennessee. 

United  Methodists  were  in  the  majority 
only  because  the  system  has  been  most 
widely  promoted  among  that 
denomination.  But  participants  included 
persons  from  other  NALCC-participating 
denominations  including  Disciples  of 
Christ,  Lutherans,  and  Presbyterians. 

Other  applications 

Mr.  Arnold  explained  several  ways  the 
long-distance  aspect  of  the 
teleconference  system  can  be  used.  A 
local  church  administrative  board,  for 
instance,  could  link  up  with  any  number 
of  out-of-town  experts  on  a  given  subject. 
An  annual  conference  could  train  certain 
local  church  leaders.  A  general  agency 
could  conduct  officer  training.  Ministers 
.  could  participate  in  continuing  education 
classes  with  a  seminary  professor 
without  anyone’s  leaving  home. 

The  teleconference  technique  is 
offered  under  the  corporate  name  of 
NEXUS,  which  has  a  Colorado  (area 
code  303)  phone  number.  NEXUS 
charges  $12  per  hour  for  each  line 
connected;  each  caller,  of  course,  pays 
his  or  her  own  long  distance  charges  in 
addition. 

Mr.  Arnold  invited  calls  to  his  office 
(303-443-1260)  for  more  information. 

He  then  introduced  an  exponent  of  still 
another  use  of  telephones  in  the  ministry, 
the  Rev.  Dan  Steere  of  Terrace  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston.  Mr.  Steere 
explained  how  the  telephone  is  used  in  his 
local  church  to  cultivate  prospective 
members,  stay  in  close  and  quick  touch 
with  inactive  members,  and  how,  on  one 
summer  evening  blitz,  it  was  used  to  call 
all  2,300  members  using  only  18  volunteer 
callers  (church  members)  stationed  in  a 
telephone  company  building. 

Following  Mr.  Steere’s  rapid-fire 
presentation,  others  on  the  line  were 
invited  by  Mr.  Arnold  to  ask  questions  or 
to  tell  ways  they  have  used  the  telephone 
creatively  —  either  locally  or  by  long 
distance.  Those  responses  made  it  clear 
that  NEXUS  has  no  monopoly  on  ideas 
for  creative  ways  to  use  the  telephone  to 
enhance  the  church’s  ministry. 

No  one  claims  that  teleconferences  can 
replace  face-to-face  communications  for 
conducting  church  business.  But  when  a 
“meeting”  that  would  have  cost  into  the 
thousands  of  dollars  for  travel  and  meals 
comes  in  for  less  than  $300  via  telephone, 
it  does  demand  attention. 

-JOHN  LOVELACE 
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Wireless  talkie  assists  pastors 


GRENADA,  Miss.  —  A  16  ounce 
wireless  telephone  with  an  18-mile 
range  helps  ministers  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here  keep  in  touch 
with  their  members. 

Even  when  staff  are  making 
hospital  visits  or  home  calls  or  are 
otherwise  away  from  the  church, 
members  can  reach  them.  The  caller 
is  placed  on  “hold”  momentarily 
while  the  secretary  in  the  church  of¬ 
fice  calls  on  another  line.  When  the 
"phone  in  the  pocket"  rings,  the  caller 
is  linked  to  the  minister. 

Visiting  at  night  is  simplified,  said 
the  Rev.  Roy  D.  McAlilly,  senior 
minister,  because  the  pastors  can  call 
the  family  and  receive  directions  to 
their  home  or  place  persons  at  ease 
who  might  otherwise  hesitate  to  an¬ 
swer  the  door  at  night. 

“And  hasn’t  everyone  left  the  home 
or  office  and  remembered  five  or  so 
miles  down  the  road  that  you  were 
supposed  to  make  a  very  important 
call?  ”  Dr.  McAlilly  added. 


The  Rev.  Roy  D.  McAlilly  demon¬ 
strates  the  wireless  telephone  that 
helps  keep  in  touch  with  Grenada, 
Miss,  members. 


Disarray  at  top  may  hurt 
Church  Women  United 


By  TRACY  EARLY 
Special  to  TM/UMR 
NEW  YORK  —  Observers  of  Church 
Women  United  (CWU)  are  assessing  how 
much  its  effectiveness  has  been 
damaged  by  turmoil  in  the  headquarters 
here.  Church  Women  United  is  a  national 
movement  of  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Orthodox  women. 

In  a  conference  call  Aug.  31,  the 
executive  council  accepted  a 
recommendation  of  its  personnel 
committee,  headed  by  Moderator 
Dorothy  Barnard  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern)  to  dismiss 
Nan  Cox,  the  staff  director,  effective  that 
same  day. 

Dorothy  Wagner,  a  United 
Presbyterian  who  joined  the  CWU  staff 
in  1974,  then  became  interim  director. 

Communication  coordinator  Jane 
Burton  says  a  search  committee  to  seek 
a  new  director  will  be  appointed  when  the 
executive  council  meets  Oct.  6-9. 

According  to  several  knowledgeable 
sources,  Ms.  Cox  lost  her  job  primarily 
because  she  proved  unable  to  direct  the 
staff  effectively. 

Frances  Kennedy,  an  executive 
council  member,  says  several  members 
voted  against  Ms.  Cox’s  ouster. 

Some  observers  question  why,  if  Ms. 
Cox’s  work  was  satisfactory  enough  that 
no  action  was  necessary  in  the  spring 
when  the  larger,  policy-making  common 
council  had  its  annual  meeting,  was  a 
change  of  leadership  so  urgent  on  Aug.  31 
that  it  could  not  wait  a  few  weeks  until 
the  regular  executive  council  meeting? 

“These  things  are  not  relevant  to  the 
people  outside,”  responded  interim 
director  Ms.  Wagner  to  such  questions. 

A  CWU  press  release  announcing  the 
changes  had  seven  paragraphs  about  Ms. 
Wagner  and  only  a  final  sentence  saying 
Ms.  Cox  “completed  her  services”  on 

Macon  racers  to  run 
for  world’s  hungry 

MACON,  Ga.  —  The  hungry  and 
suffering  will  be  among  the  winners  of 
the  first  annual  Body  and  Soul  Run 
Against  World  Hunger  scheduled  for  the 
streets  of  this  city,  Sept.  26. 

To  dramatize  the  plight  of  the  world’s 
hungry  and  to  raise  money  in  the  fight 
against  world  hunger,  the  mission  arm  of 
the  South  Georgia  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  sponsoring 
the  three-event  race  with  technical  help 
from  the  Macon  Track  Club  members. 

“We  want  to  dramatize  that  there  is 
something  we  can  do  in  the  fight  against 
world  hunger  and  also  give  serious 
runners  a  chance  to  compete,"  explained 
the  Rev.  Lowery  Brantley,  minister  of 
Reynolds  UMC,  Reynolds,  Ga.,  and  a 
member  of  the  race  steering  committee. 

The  race  will  be  run  on  a  certified 
track  and  includes  a  10,000  meter  (3.1 
miles),  a  5,000  meter  race  and  a 
centipede  race  (both  1.55  miles). 


Aug.  31. 

Neither  Ms.  Cox  nor  the  CWU 
president,  Thelma  Adair,  a  Queens 
College  professor  and  former  United 
Presbyterian  moderator,  has  made  any 
public  comment  on  the  firing.  Efforts  to 
reach  them  by  phone  have  proved 
unsuccessful. 

Ms.  Cox,  a  United  Presbyterian  who 
had  served  as  CWU  financial 
development  officer  for  about  a  year, 
was  named  director  by  elected  officials 
whose  terms  expired  with  the  1980 
assembly. 

Tensions  were  attributed  partly  to 
financial  pressures,  including  a  deficit  on 
the  assembly  budget,  and  Ms.  Cox  had  to 
make  cuts. 

Soon  after  taking  office  in  July  1980  she 
told  her  former  colleagues  that  their 
(ten)  existing  jobs  were  eliminated,  that 
new  portfolios  (nine)  now  existed  and 
whoever  wished  might  apply.  Some  staff 
members  complained  publicly  and 
refused  to  seek  rehiring  (See  Aug.  22, 
1980  issue  of  TM/UMR) . 

Ms.  Cox’s  approach  was  also  applied  to 
the  secretarial  staff,  which  was  reduced 
by  four.  No  executive  except  herself  was 
allowed  a  secretary,  and  others  had  to 
draw  from  a  common  pool. 

In  a  November  1980  article  in  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  magazine, 
Response,  associate  editor  Betty  Gray 
quoted  Ms.  Cox’s  statement  of  her  aim: 
“When  I  was  elected,  one  of  my  major 
goals  was  to  remove  middle 
management  and  make  the  staff  more 
fluid,  make  it  collegial.” 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  a 
United  Methodist  on  the  staff  of  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  says 
she  believes  CWU  participants  will 
continue  their  support,  as  she  herself 
will.  She  says  CWU  is  “the  only 
expression  of  the  ecumenical  movement 
in  many  local  areas." 

Despite  the  troubles,  CWU  is  moving 
ahead  with  plans  to  celebrate  its  40th 
anniversary  Dec.  6  at  the  Episcopal 
Cathedral  in  New  York,  when  it  will  also 
launch  a  $4  million  fund  drive. 

Some  observers  say  what  happens  at 
CWU  headquarters  has  little  effect  on  the 
local  level,  where  women  hardly  notice 
the  existence  of  national  officers  as  long 
as  program  materials  keep  coming. 

Frances  Kennedy  assesses  this  point 
as  one  who  served  as  CWU  president  in 
Atlanta  and  then  as  Georgia  state 
president. 

The  movement  “works  or  doesn’t 
work,”  she  says,  according  to  how 
excited  women  get  about  the  local 
program.  On  the  other  hand,  she  adds,  if 
there  is  inefficiency  in  the  national 
office,  if  the  continuity  of  experience  and 
personal  ties  is  lost,  if  local  women  don’t 
know  who  to  call  on  any  more,  all  this 
will  hurt  in  the  long  run. 

CWU  sponsors  three  annual 
ecumenical  celebrations:  World  Day  of 
Prayer  (March),  May  Fellowship  Day 
and  World  Community  Day  (November). 


it,  so  can  we,”  said  Peggy  Smith  of 
Tennessee  in  response  to  the  question 
“can  we  raise  the  money?” 

A  statement  on  the  hour-long  program 
that  UMCom  might  not  necessarily  use 
funds  to  buy  a  commercial  station 
surprised  some  and  pleased  others. 

“It  sounded  sort  of  like  backpedaling,” 
said  Ann  Whiting  of  Massachusetts. 

But  in  Missouri,  radio  executive  A1 
Sites  said  he  was  impressed  that  the 
objective  was  not  only  to  own  a  television 
station  but  that  a  broader  objective 
would  involve  investment  of  money  to  do 
programming. 

A  word  of  caution  came  from 
Indianapolis.  A  reporter  there  said  the 
group  arrived  at  the  consensus  that  the 
introductory  show  was  a  high  quality 
sample  but  questioned  whether  the 
church  has  the  resources  and  ability  to 
do  this  time  after  time. 

“As  a  promotional  piece  it  was  above 
average,"  said  Booker  Anderson  of  San 
Francisco,  a  movie  co-producer.  “As  an 
inspirational  piece  it  could  have  included 
more  worship  aspects.” 

Attendance  at  Sunday’s  introduction 
seemed  spotty.  It  ranged  from  seven  at  a 
public  television  station  in  Indianapolis 
to  75  at  a  Holiday  Inn  in  Orlando,  Fla. 
At  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  house  in 
Nashville,  where  the  program 
originated,  attendance  was  estimated  at 
just  over  2,000,  though  camera  angles 
during  the  program  itself  gave  the 
impression  that  the  4,000-seat  hall  was 
nearly  filled. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Bailey  of  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  said  the  program  was  well  done, 
with  excellent  movement  from  one 
presentation  to  another.  But  he  felt  it 
lacked  the  sense  of  Wesleyan  heritage 
and  Wesleyan  music. 

The  Rev.  Newell  Knudson  from 
Hayward,  Calif.,  said  he  saw  a  great  deal 
of  personal  religion  in  the  program  but 
nothing  dealing  with  the  issues  of 
freedom,  justice  and  liberation.  "We 
have  to  be  careful  not  to  use  20th  century 
technology  to  push  19th  century 
religion.”  he  said.  _  SHARON  MIELKE 
JOHN  LOVELACE 


music,  thrummed  a  backup  behind  all 
vocal  soloists.  No  segment  lasted  more 
than  four  minutes,  and  most  lasted  no 
more  than  one  minute. 

The  live  audience  in  Nashville’s  Grand 
Ole  Opry  house,  seemingly  filling  the 
4,000  seats,  applauded  frequently.  None 
seemed  to  mind  when  a  singer  dropped  a 
beat  or  two  or  when  a  teleprompter  card 
failed  to  provide  a  scheduled  speaker  his 
or  her  next  line  in  keep-it-snappy  time. 

“Using  television  to  reach  out  and 
touch  people"  was  Ms.  Lawrence’s 
declaration  of  purpose  at  the  show’s 
start.  That  theme,  true  to  good  TV 
production,  returned  near  the  program’s 
end  ’  when  the  triple  potential  TV 
ministries  of  preaching,  teaching,  and 
reaching  were  identified,  with 
“reaching”  labeled  the  most  important. 

The  program  included,  interspersed 
within  the  entertainment  and  filing  by  at 
about  one-per-minute,  several  National 
United  Methodist  leaders.  There  were 
General  Secretaries  Norman  Dewire, 
Curtis  Chambers  and  Ewing  Wayland 
and  Bishops  Ellis  Finger  and  Roy 
Nichols. 

One  of  the  longest  segments  was  a 
creative  split-screen  dialogue  between . 
United  Methodist  laywoman  Sarah : 
Cannon  of  Nashville  and  her  alter  ego, 
Minnie  Pearl  of  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  cast. 
They  chattered  back  and  forth  about  the 
parable  of  the  talents  and  the  value  of 
friendship. 

The  church’s  general  treasurer,  Dr. 
Wayland,  answered  the  question  of  where 
the  money  will  come  from  by  saying  that 
it  will  in  gifts  from  individuals  like  those 
watching  the  pioneering  telecast.  “You 
are  the  first  link,”  he  said,  “in  what  we 
hope  will  be  a  new  ministry.” 

Short  clips  showed  the  possibility  of 
using  television  for  religious  drama, 
Christian  education  via  animation,  local  ; 
church  worship  services  and  church 
school  lessons. 

Campaign  director  A.  Leroy  Lightner 
wrapped  up  the  program  by  referring  to 
his  20  years  experience  in  TV 
advertising:  “We  are  persuaded,  and  we 
hope  you  are  persuaded,  too.”  He 
encouraged  viewers  to  contribute  to  the 
campaign  when  it  reaches  their  area.  No 
schedule  of  solicitations  was  announced. 

Ms.  Lawrence  ended  the  program  in 
much  the  same  kind  of  all-smiles  note 
that  it  began:  “Remember,”  she  said, 
“The  message  is  that  God  loves  you.” 

One  man  in  the  Dallas  audience 
familiar  with  TV  production  costs  said 
that  an  hour-long  production  “without 
the  blemishes  like  we  saw  today"  would 
have  cost  between  $600,000  and  $900,000. 
He  said  the  Sept.  20  program  cost  $85,000. 
“It’s  a  quality  production,”  he  declared. 
“It  gave  me  goose  pimples.” 

The  program  will  be  available  for  local 
church  showing  on  videotapes  and 
videodiscs. 
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Library 
Now! 


Whether  your  church  library  Is  new  or  well-established,  Cokesbury  can 
show  you  how  to  spend  less  money  to  get  more  booksl  When  you  Join 
the  Church  Library  Guild,  you  can  provide  your  readers  the  best  and 
latest  Inspirational  books,  plus  benefit  from: 

•  a  20%  dlsoount  on  5  new  preselected  religious  books  a  year  (whose 
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cost  which  usually  does  not  exceed  $25. 
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Prices  subject  to  change. 
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Century  III  Program 
To  Aid  New  Churches 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  meets  with  members  of  the  Century  III,  a  new  program  to  raise  money  for  new  churches 
Cabinet  and  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  to  discuss  in  Louisiana. 


Century  III  is  a  new  program  of  church 
extension  that  received  the  highest 
priority  from  the  Annual  Conference. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension,  told  the  delegates  $10  million 
would  be  well  spent  on  urgently  needed 
new  church  locations. 

:  One  of  the  new  churches  has  already 
begun,  St.  Andrews  of  Baton  Rouge.  The 
congregation  held  their  first  official 
services  Sept.  13  and  received  68 
members  with  150  in  attendance  that 
day. 

:  The  congregation  of  St.  Andrews  will 
Worship  in  a  school  building  until  a  site 
can  be  chosen  and  building  begun. 
Officials  say  the  church  is  10  years 
behind  getting  started  and  will 
apparently  have  to  pay  at  least  $100,000 
per  acre  for  land  to  build. 

Keeping  this  in  mind,  members  of  the 
committee  met  with  the  Cabinet  and 
made  plans  for  a  major  funding  program 
to  be  held  in  late  February  and  early 
March  of  1982. 

Funds  from  the  program  are  expected 
to  relieve  some  of  the  pressure  so  more 
new  congregations  may  be  started. 

At  the  Shreveport  meeting,  it  was 
decided  funds  derived  from  the  program 
would  be  used  only  for  new  churches.  The 
demographic  studies  made  by  experts, 
asked  for  recommendations,  revealed  an 
urgent  need  for  new  congregations  in 
areas  where  population  has  shifted  in 
recent years. 

“If  the  United  Methodists  are  to  keep 
up  with  these  population  changes,  then 
we  must  do  something  soon,”  said 
Woodland. 

A  second  decision  made  by  'thfc 
Committee  on  Church  Extension  was  the 


determine  where  the  next  most  urgent 
need  for  a  church  will  be  located. 

In  the  past,  this  has  been  largely  a 

matter  for  district  boards  of  missions, 
and  while  this  Opractive  has  been 
effective,  it  did  result  in  a  segmented  and 
uneven  approach. 


Ill  program  and  it  would  also  hold  title  to 
any  land  purchased  for  a  new  church 
until  tine  congregation  has  officially 
begun.  At  that  time,  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  title  would  be  transferred 
to  the  new  congregation. 

The  Bob  Lay  1000  Club  and  the 
September  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  were 
both  very  involved  in  helping  initiate  the 
new  program.  The  1000  Club,  originally 


conceived  by  the  Board  of  Laity  for  just 
such  a  purpose  in  the  early  1950s,  has 
helped  begin  47  new  churches  in  the 
Conference  and  raised  a  total  of 
$1,260,000  in  giving  some  sort  of  support 
to  88  congregations.  It  will  continue  to  be 
a  major  partner  with  the  Committee  on 
Church  Extension. 

Members  of  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension  expressed  their  confidence 
that  “a  great  new  day  of  outreach  has 
dawned  for  Louisiana  Methodism.” 


location  of  new  sites  would  be  a  "  The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
conference  matter.  Working  closest  with  Louisiana  would  be  the  agency  to  hold 
the  Cabinet,  the  committee  will  try  to  any  funds  generated  by  the  new  Century 


Unofficial  Report  Cites  Rise 


In  Church  School  Goers 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Average  attendance  at  United  Methodist 
church  schools  during  1980  increased  for 
the  first  time  in  19  years,  according  to  an 
unofficial  report  made  here. 

The  Rev.  Warren  Hartman,  staff 
executive  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Christian  Education  Section,  said  reports 
from  the  73  annual  conference 
statisticians  show  an  overall  increase  of 
11  percent.  Attendance  among  adults 
increased  for  the  second  consecutive 
year  while  declines  slowed  for  children 
and  youth.  The  loss  in  children’s 
attendance  dropped  from  1.7  percent  in 
1979  to  .5  percent  in  1980  while  youth 
attendance  dropped  from  4.9  to  3.1 
percent. 


An  authority  on  denominational 
memberships  trends,  Dr.  Hartman  said 
the  overall  increase  in  church  school 
attendance,  though  small,  is  significant. 

“It’s  good  news,”  Hartman  declared, 
“because  church  school  trends  have 
traditionally  preceded  membership 
trends.” 

Since  the  merger  of  the  former  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches  in  1968,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  lost  more  than  a  million 
members,  although  both  churches  were 
losing  members  prior  to  that  time. 
Unofficial  reports  for  1980  show  a  total  of 
9,480,240  members,  a  .7  percent  decrease 
over  the  previous  year. 

With  strong  signs  of  recovery  in  the 


adult  division,  Hartman  predicts  decline 
in  attendance  among  children  will 
bottom  next  year. 

Growth  in  one  area  of  church  school 
attendance,  church  school  enrollment  or 
worship  attendance,  without  corres¬ 
ponding  growth  in  the  other  two  areas 
means  little,  according  to  Hartman. 
But  with  positive  signs  in  all  three  areas, 
he  is  optimistic  that  there  will  be  a  “turn¬ 
around”  in  church  membership  decline 
within  two  or  three  years, 
years. 

He  credits  growth  in  the  adult  division 
to  an  influx  of  young  adults  which  in  turn 
will  bring  more  children  into  the  church 
school. 

Most  of  the  annual  conferences 


showing  increases  in  church  school 
attendance  were  conferences  which 
actively  participated  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion-wide  “Decision  Point:  Church 
School”  emphasis,  he  added. 

Comparing  statistics  over  a  two-year 
period,  Hartman  said  42  of  73  annual 
conferences  showed  growth  in  church 
school  attendance  for  1980  compared  to 
only  five  in  1978.  Twenty-nine  reported 
increases  among  children  in  1980 
compared  to  four  in  1978,  14  reported 
increases  among  youth  compared  to  only 
one  in  1978,  and  39  reported  increases 
among  adults  compared  to  24  in  1978. 

An  official  statistical  report  will  be 
made  on  all  aspects  of  denominational 
life  by  the  General  Council  of  Finance 
and  Administration  later  this  year. 


World  Communion  Offering 


Benefits  Three  Ministries 


WORLD 
COMMUNION 
SUNDAY 


October  4, 1981 


“I  think  that  the  Crusade  Scholarship 
Program  is  a  significant  attempt  by  the 
church  to  be  faithful  to  God’s  claim  upon 
its  life.  For  me,  getting  a  Crusade 
Scholarship  was  a  godsend,  an  answer  to 
my  prayers.  Having  it  means  that  I  can 
devote  more  time  to  my  theological 
studies.” 

These  are  words,  spoken  by 
Anjohnnette  Walker,  a  student  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.  Walker  is  pursuing  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  and  hopes  to 
become  a  parish  minister  in  the  North 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference  as  she  is 
a  native  of  Mississippi. 


The  Crusade  Scholarship  Program  is 
one  of  three  ministries  supported  by  the 
special  offering  taken  on  World 
Communion  Sunday,  Oct.  4.  Fifty 
percent  of  the  offering  receipts  go  to 
Crusade  Scholarships,  35  percent  to 
Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  and  15 
percent  to  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service 
Training. 


Congregations  which  choose  to  give  to 
the  World  Communion  offerin'  show 
others  “that  the  church  is  very  much 
alive,”  said  the  Rev.  Myron  McCoy, 
assistant  pastor  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chicago.  A  third- 
year  student  at  Garrett  and  a  crusade 
scholar,  McCoy  believes  the  program  is 
an  “investment  in  the  future  of  the 
church." 

United  Methodists  support  hundreds  of 
students  each  year  through  World 
Communion  support. 


Rev.  Edward  A.  Kennedy,  Jr.  died  on 
September  17th  as  the  result  of  an  acci¬ 
dent.  He  was  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC  in 
New  Orleans  for  the  past  seven  years. 

Kennedy  was  assistant  vice-president 
for  Rehabilitation  and  Provost  for 
Campus  Operations  at  Delgado  College. 


Around  the  Conference 

Saint  Mark  UMW 
Honors  Tamar  Knox 

Tamar  Ann  Knox,  purported  to  be  the  oldest  living  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Unit  of  Saint  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  honored  by  the  unit  at 
the  Annual  Women’s  Day  Celebration  Sunday,  Sept.  13. 

Knox’s  participation  in  the  women’s  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  stems  from  the  days  of  “Missionary  Society 
up  to  and  including  United  Methodist  Women.”  Prior  to  her 
recent  illness,  she  was  quite  active  in  the  work  of  the  unit.  She  is 
the  Study  Group  Chair  of  Circle  A. 

The  Annual  Women’s  Day  Celebration  had  as  its  theme 
“Women  In  Mission:  Caring,  Concerned,  Committed.” 
Ardessie  C.  Prophet,  District  president  of  the  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  United  Methodist  Women,  was  the  keynote 
speaker.  Prophet  is  a  member  of  the  Camphor  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  and  immediate  past  Basileus  of  the 
Mu  Zeta  chapter  of  Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority,  Inc. 

Ethel  R.  Vicks,  Chancel  Choir  member  of  Saint  Mark,  was 
the  featured  soloist.  Other  music  was  provided  by  An  All 
Women’s  Chorus,  directed  by  Aulger  W.  Davis,  accompanied 
by  Alberta  R.  Stewart,  organist. 


Lillian  Soileau 


Resigns  At  La.  Memorial 


After  25  years  of  service,  Lillian  Soileau  has  resigned  her 
position  as  choir  director  for  the  Louisiana  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  stating  she  has  received  many  blessings 
from  her  service. 

Soileau  has  been  very  active  in  the  church,  not  only  directing 
the  adult  and  children  choirs  and  many  cantatas  but  also 
service  on  the  Administrative  Board  and  the  Council  on 
Minis  tries  of  the  church . 

Soileau  has  also  been  active  with  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild, 
serving  as  District  Chair  and  many  other  offices.  She  has 
spread  her  talents  to  the  United  Methodist  Women  as  District 
Treasurer  and  presently  serving  as  president  of  her  local 
chapter. 


Calvin  Teaches 
In  Texas 

The  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  pastor  at  Camphor  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  invited  to  teach 
the  Spiritual  Growth  Study  Course  in  the  North  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence  Cooperative  School  of  Christian  Mission. 

The  School,  held  Sept.  18-20,  is  sponsored  by  the  Division  of 
National  and  World  Outreach  and  the  United  Methodist  Women 
of  the  North  Texas  Conference. 

Calvin  taught  the  course  “Isaiah  40-55.”  He  has  also  taught  in 
other  conference  schools  of  mission  in  Louisiana,  South 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  North  Texas  and  Texas. 

The  school  was  held  at  the  Bridgeport  Conference  Center, 
Bridgeport,  Texas. 
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High  marks  for  ministers  in  ‘honesty, 
ethics’  should  become  a  challenge 


LOW,  I'VE  *(m&> 
ALL  VM  WfTrt  MV 
PR06tfM,ANP  /MM 
I'M  TUWMO  a 
C7V£K  T<7  YOU 


For  the  fourth  time  in  a  row,  a  national 
survey  has  shown  that  members  of  the 
clergy  are  ranked  highest  among 
professional  groups  in  terms  of  “honesty 
spkl  ethical  standards”  by  the  American 
public.  Pharmacists  ranked  next 
highest,  then  dentists  and  physicians  and 
finally  all  the  way  down  to  car  salesmen 
ill  the  24th  position. 

;The  findings,  gathered  by  the  Gallup 
organization  of  Princeton,  N.J.,  were 
reported  recently  in  newspapers  across 
Ate  country. 

-o&ixty-three  percent  —  nearly  two  out  of 
each  three  persons  interviewed  —  per¬ 
ceive  members  of  the  clergy  to  have 
“very  high”  or  “high”  standards  of 
honesty  and  ethics. 

■  So  far  so  good.  But  an  additional  28  per¬ 
cent  said  clergymen  have  only 
“average”  standards  of  honesty  or 
ethics.  And  6  percent  rated  clergy  stan¬ 
dards  as  “low,  very  low.” 

Members  of  the  clergy  —  both  men  and 
women,  even  though  Gallup  apparently 
used  only  the  masculine  gender  in  his 
survey  —  should  rank  highest  in  any  such 
poll,  assuming  that  the  poll  itself  is  valid 
and  that  the  methods  used  to  take  it  have 
statistical  integrity. 

Society  has  a  right  to  expect  its  clergy 
to  be  honest  and  ethical.  No  other 
profession,  in  fact,  bears  or  should  bear 
quite  so  great  a  weight  of  societal 
scrutiny  and  expectation.  The  burden  of 
societal  scrutiny  weighs  heavily  on  many 
in"  the  ministry  and  on  their  spouses;  it 


drives  many  persons  from  the  ministry, 
or  helps  break  up  marriages  involving 
members  of  the  clergy. 

But  members  of  the  clergy  should 
make  no  excuses  and  ask  no  relief  from 
this  burden  of  leadership  and  example 
which  society  places  upon  them. 

The  same  Master  who  invited  His 
followers  to  “take  up  your  cross  and 
follow  me”  continues  to  set  the  standards 
for  all  His  followers  —  lay  and  clergy 
alike.  And  the  person  who  is  preacher 
and  teacher  and  pastor  and  counselor  is 
also  —  unavoidably  —  exemplar.  If  the 
Christian  faith  is  to  be  proclaimed 
credibly  to  members  of  a  society  which  is 
increasingly  skeptical  about  religious 
claims  of  all  types,  its  professional  ad¬ 
vocates  must  willingly  seek  to  exemplify 
its  teachings  in  both  words  and  actions. 

The  significance  of  polls  such  as  the 
one  cited  can  be  easily  exaggerated.  One, 
for  example,  could  find  cause  for  concern 
that  nearly  one-third  of  those  polled 
found  the  level  of  clergy  honesty  and 
ethical  standards  to  be  only  average  or 
below  average.  Or  the  relatively  high 
level  of  affirmation  could  become  the 
basis  for  self-righteous  gloating. 

We  believe  neither  should  be  the  case. 
Rather,  such  a  finding  ought  to  be  the  oc¬ 
casion  for  legitimate  celebration,  and  for 
renewed  efforts  to  improve  clergy  per¬ 
formance  and  the  perception  of  some  of 
the  other  unconvinced  one-third  of  the 
nation’s  population. 


I  HAVE  COMPLETE 
fAlTH  THAT  iOU'LL 
♦lAMWi  ff  fCX  MY 
GCOO,  40  I*M 
OOlHCr  TO€L££P 


Here  I  Stand 


Scientific  creationism 9  evolution: 
there  is  no  real  controversy 


EXCUSE  ME,  LORP, 
BUT  HOW  ARE  VOO 
P 0\HO  WfTM 

it? 


By  OLIVER  PHILLIPS 
A  hue  and  cry  throughout  the  land  via 
the  mass  media,  and  even  upheld  legally 
in  Arkansas,  demands  equal  time  in  the 
schools  for  something  called  “scientific 
creationism”  over  against  evolution. 
Evolution  is  alleged  to  be  anti-Christian 
and  is  said  to  damage  the  religious  faith 
of  innocent  children. 

Fairness  and  caution  require  that  we 
consider  how  the  Bible,  creationism,  and 
scientific  evolution  relate  to  one  another. 
Let’s  look  at  what  Scripture  teaches 
about  creation  and  see  if  scientific 
evolution  contradicts  genuine  creationism 
or  whether  In  fact  evolution  as  anything  to 
say  about  creationism  at  all. 

The  consistent,  unifying  theme  of  the 
Bible  —  both  of  the  Old  Testament  and  of 
the  New  —  is  the  status  of  God  as  the  ab¬ 
solute  Creator  and  Ruler  of  His  creation. 
This  is  the  point  on  which  Biblical 
religion  differed  utterly  in  ancient  times 
from  the  paganism  of  the  surrounding 
world.  The  pagans  saw  their  gods  as  part 
of  their  severely  limited  universe;  they 
felt  that  the  gods  and  the  universe  had 
grown  up  together  and  therefore  saw  no 
particularly  sharp  divisions  between 
gods,  human  beings,  and  what  we  would 

My  Witness 


call  the  inanimate  part  of  nature.  Con¬ 
sistent  with  this  view,  the  pagans  also 
tended  to  see  no  great  moral  difference 
between  gods  and  humans. 

The  sharply  different  view  of  the 
Hebrews,  and  of  their  Jewish,  Christian, 
and  Islamic  heirs,  has  been  that  God’s 
ways  are  not  human  ways,  apd  that  the 
awesome  sovereignty  of  God  over 
creation  has  momentous  spiritual  and 
moral  implications.  The  Bible  expresses 
this  viewpoint  in  the  uncompromising 
call  to  moral  obedience  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  in  the  New  Testament 
revelation  of  God’s  willingness  to  cross 
the  immense  gulf  between  Creator  and 
created  to  take  on  human  suffering. 

Faith  not  compromised 

There  is  another  consequence  of  the 
Biblical  belief  in  a  Creator  and  a  wholly 
separate,  subordinate  creation,  namely 
that  the  teaching  of  revealed  Biblical 
religion  about  a  sovereign,  caring  God 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  science.  Science 
may  analyze  all  the  created  order  of 
nature,  including  us  humans,  who  are  by 
Biblical  definition  a  part  of  that  order, 
and  find  nothing  that  prejudices  or  com¬ 
promises  faith.  The  revelation  in  the 


All  Christians  should  constantly  be 
at  work  to  improve  church’s  image 


Our  loneliness  is  a  time  purposely  created 
by  God  6to  open  the  door’  for  each  of  us 


As  suggested  in  the  editorial  above,  the 
significance  of  “scientific”  polls  can  be 
easily  exaggerated,  and  even  distorted. 

While  acknowledging  that  danger,  we 
believe  the  Gallup  poll  testing  the 
American  public’s  perception  of  the 
“honesty  and  ethical  standards”  of  two 
dozen  professional  groups,  at  least 
suggests  another  encouraging  fact. 

We  believe,  because  professional  per¬ 
sons  cannot  be  divorced  from  the  in¬ 
stitution  to  which  they  are  related,  this 
poll  provides  reason  to  believe  that  the 
American  public  still  attaches  a 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


relatively  high  level  of  credibility  to  the 
church. 

Just  as  members  of  the  clergy  should 
take  their  high  ranking  as  a  challenge  to 
improve  their  performances  so  as  to  con¬ 
vince  the  unconvinced,  so  should  the 
church  accept  a  challenge. 

We  believe  we  who  comprise  the  in¬ 
stitutional  “church”  should  be  con¬ 
stantly  at  work  not  only  to  promote 
“honesty  and  ethics,”  but  all  the 
qualities  which  the  Christian  faith  can 
contribute  to  the  well-being  and  salvation 
of  individuals  and  societies. 


By  MATILDA  STEWART 

Is  loneliness  a  gift  from  God  or  is  it  a 
desperate  feeling  when  we  believe 
everyone  around  us  doesn’t  understand 
or  have  time  for  us,  even  to  the  point  of 
desertion? 

Loneliness  has  become  one  of  the 
leading  problems  in  our  world.  To 
alleviate  this,  we  have  senior  citizen 
programs,  recreation  centers,  ceramics, 
square  dancing,  exercise  and  many  other 
types  of  classes.  Loneliness  is  not  just  for 
the  aged.  Why  is  this  feeling  all  over  the 
world?  Why  is  there  so  much  of  it  that 
there  are  those  who  even  contemplate 
suicide?  What  could  we  as  individuals  do 
to  help  or  what  can  be  done  through  other 
sources  or  organizations? 

As  I  prayed  about  this  situation  and 


studied  the  scriptures  to  give  me  an  an¬ 
swer,  I  kept  believing  I  would  find  a 
human  answer  for  my  conscience.  God 
had  other  plans.  His  answer  always 
proves  to  be  the  best,  for  He  is  the 
“truth.”  “And  now  I  give  you  a  new  com¬ 
mandment:  Love  one  another.  As  I  have 
loved  you,  so  you  must  love  one  another” 
(John  13:34). 

While  these  words  are  a  com¬ 
mandment  and  not  to  be  taken  lightly,  I 
know  there  had  to  be  more.  Asking  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  help,  He  brought  these 
words  to  my  remembrance.  "God  created 
man  in  His  own  image,  in  the  image  of 
God  created  He  him;  male  and  female 
created  He  them”  (Gen  1:27). 

“Created  in  His  image”  —  I  had  to  go 
back  to  the  beginning.  God  created  the 


Church,  college  relationship  is  two-way  street 


To  the  Editor: 

■  I  sincerely  appreciated  your  recent 
editorial  headlined  “Church-related 
colleges  and  universities  should  have 
financial  support  from  United 
Methodists”  which  suggested  support  for 
our  church-related  colleges  (TM/UMR, 
August  28). 

.  I  have  long  been  a  believer  that  the 
relationship  between  church  and  college 
Should  be  a  two-way  street.  In  essence, 
we  should  have  church-related  colleges 
-and  college-related  churches.  It  helps  the 
•cause  of  both  the  church  and  academia 
when  our  struggles  are  elucidated  in  a 
.way  which  was  accomplished  through 
.your  editorial. 

J.  B.  Schrum 
Fort  Worth.  Texas 

Criteria  needed  to  study 
church-related  schools 

.To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  editorial 
concerning  our  denomination’s  support 
of  our  church-related  colleges 
'j : TM/UMR,  Aug.  28). 

'  .Yes,  I  think  we  should  get  behind  our 
church-related  colleges  with  financial 


;iaunr<ia:i 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  HI;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Donald  Small, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Sharon  Mielke,  Managing 
Editor;  Dan  Louis,  Joyce  Hopkins, 
Roy  Beck  and  John  Lovelace,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors;  Garlinda  Burton, 
Staff  Writer;  Production:  Bill 
Sybert,  General  Manager,  TM/UMR 
Productions;  George  Wilhelm, 
Printing  Plant  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS9S4500) 
is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council.  2S20  W.  Commerce  St.. 
Dallas.  Texas  75212.  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidi¬ 
ary  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re- 
.  porter  maintains  no  official  relationship  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  any 
of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or 
.  agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publica¬ 
tion  for  44  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
which  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent 
editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers 
with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
.  United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
‘  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
.  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:(214)630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $7.00  per  year  for 
national  edition;  rates  for  Annual  Conference 
editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more 
subscriptions  to  the  national  edition,  available 
upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas,  Texas. 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes 
to:  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


support,  but  only  if  they  are  following 
Christian  principles. 

I  have  a  son  in  college.  Three  years  ago 
when  we  were  getting  ready  to  make  the 
decision  we  sent  for  information  from  a 
Methodist  related  college  in  the 
geographical  area  that  we  liked.  When 
we  got  the  information  from  them  it  said 
“In  order  to  accommodate  the  various 
life  styles  we  have  single  sex  dormitories 
and  co-educational  dormitories.  ” 

When  my  husband  and  I  said 
something  to  this  effect  to  a  person  who 
had  been  one  of  its  trustees  the  reply  we 
got  was  “That’s  the  way  things  are  done 
nowadays.”  I  know  another  Methodist 
related  college  in  the  same  geographical 
area  that  has  the  same  policy. 

We  have  a  Methodist  Seminary  that 
allows  “Bring  Your  Own  Bottle”  party 
notices  on  their  bulletin  board. 

Financially  support  a  United 
Methodist  related  college  that  seeks  to 
provide  a  truly  Christian  atmosphere? 
Yes,  I  will! 

Give  to  the  United  Methodist  Student 
Day  offering  that  can  be  divided  among 
those  schools  who  thumb  their  noses  at 
the  Christian  principles  I  was  taught 
from  early  years  —  and  that  always  in  a 
Methodist  church?  No,  I  will  not!  I  will 
also  seek  to  discourage  anyone  else  from 
doing  so! 

If  the  University  Senate  can  set  up 
criteria  for  evaluation  and  approving 
seminaries  before  saying  they  will 
promise  United  Methodist  ordination  to 
their  graduates,  they  or  the  proper  body 
can  set  up  criteria  to  be  passed  by  a 
college  before  being  funneled  any  money 
from  a  Student  Day  Offering.  That 
criteria  should  be  publicized  in  your 
paper  and  in  the  appeal  sent  out. 

I  do  contribute  to  a  United  Methodist 
College.  I  intend  to  do  more. 

Mary  Inez  McCullough 
Buckeye,  Arizona 

Effort  being  made  to  help 
schools  relate  to  church 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  August  28  in  reference 
to  financial  support  for  United  Methodist 
colleges,  universities  and  students  is 
most  timely  and  commendable. 

As  you  are  aware,  a  great  deal  of 
National  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education’s  commit¬ 
ment  reflects  a  policy  that  the  church 
must  be  involved  in  the  educational 
processes  of  our  society. 

Your  editorial  related  that  “we”  (the 
church)  can  possibly  lose  our  unique 
Christian  heritage  when  we  become 
overly  dependent  on  government  support 
in  higher  education.  I  wholeheartedly 
agree  with  this  thesis.  Furthermore,  our 
foundation  has  for  some  time  awarded 
grants  which  assist  “our”  schools  in  bet¬ 
ter  relating  to  the  church. 

In  a  recent  conversation  with  Dr. 
Robert  Hayes,  President  of  Marshall 
University  and  a  member  of  our  National 
President’s  Council,  I  related  that  govern¬ 
ment  financial  aid  reflecting,  support  in 
higher  education  is  not  all  bad;  but  it 
cannot  and  must  not  replace  our  (the 
church’s)  responsibility  in  the  arena  of 


higher  education. 

Presently,  our  Foundation  is  assisting 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  in  promoting  the  Student  Day 
Offering  to  become  an  annual  $2  million 
reality.  We  also  make  annual  student  aid 
grants  to  that  agency.  In  addition,  we  are 
building  an  endowment  to  create  for¬ 
midable  support  for  United  Methodist 
student  aid  in  the  last  quarter  of  this  cen¬ 
tury.  It  may  be  worth  our  while  to  ask 
General  Conference  to  support  this  ac¬ 
tion  in  1984.  Surely  you  can  visualize  with 
us  what  a  $25  million  student  aid  en¬ 
dowment  would  mean  for  our  United 
Methodist  students ! 

Again,  our  appreciation  for  a  most 
worthy,  significant  and  timely  editorial. 

Jack  C.  Phillips 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Reporting  on  Christian 

higher  education  is  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  excellent  reporting  on 
Christian  higher  education  in  the  August 
28  issue  of  the  Reporter.  I  am  par¬ 
ticularly  proud  of  the  reporting  on  our 
church’s  Black  Colleges.  It  is  timely  in¬ 
formation.  I  am  sure  it  will  have  a 
positive  effect  on  fall  enrollments  and  the 
Black  College  Fund. 

I  enjoy  reading  the  Reporter.  It  is  an 
informative  newspaper.  May  God  bless 
you  in  your  ministry. 

Lina  H.  McCord 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Agency  reorganization 
like  ‘new  improved’  soap 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  I  could  share  your  enthusiasm 
concerning  the  possible  results  of  the 
proposed  restructure  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (TM/UMR,  September 
25).  Bureaucracies,  including  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies,  do  become  self-serving 
and  irrelevent  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  established.  From  time  to  time 
they  need  reorganizing. 

Reorganization  of  church  agencies  too 
often  tends  to  be  only  tinkering  with  the 
machinery,  i.  e.  centralizing  or  decen¬ 
tralizing  the  staff,  increasing  or 
decreasing  the  executive’s  authority  and 
combining  and  separating  departments. 
This  conveniently  enables  the  fun¬ 
damental  and  more  difficult  matters  of 
the  theological  bases  for  the 
organization’s  existence,  and  its  pur¬ 
pose,  to  be  avoided.  The  result  is  the 
illusion  of  change  but  in  reality  it  is  the 
same  people  with  the  same  ideas  in  dif¬ 
ferent  offices.  The  change  is  about  as 
noticeable  as  the  “new  improved”  soap 
in  the  different  colored  box. 

The  process  of  agency  reorganization 
is  frightfully  expensive.  The  cost  is  not 
only  the  actual  expenses  of  meetings  and 
relocating  employees,  but  in  the  work  not 
done  as  staff  spend  their  time  and  energy 
supporting,  opposing  and  adjusting  to  the 
changes. 

I  would  hope  that  the  present  efforts 
would  somehow  get  beyond  simply 
changing  the  machinery  and  give  at¬ 


tention  to  such  fundamental  questions 
as:  What  is  the  theological  basis  for  a 
mission  agency?  What  are  its  purposes 
and  goals?  Is  the  ideology  of  the  staff 
consistent  with  these  purposes  and 
goals?  Only  then  can  a  structure  be 
designed  to  achieve  the  goals  of  the  agen¬ 
cy  and  even  well  intentioned  changes 
have  a  chance  of  being  more  than 
cosmetic.  Robert  L  WUson 

Durham,  North  Carolina 
Every  social  evil  almost 
certainly  is  profitable 
To  the  Editor: 

I  wholeheartedly  agree  with  Clay 
Berling’s  theory  that  social  evils 
predominate  because  society’s  “rules  of 
the  game”  have  been  structured  so  that 
every  social  evil  almost  certainly  is 
profitable  while  social  good  appears  to  be 
unprofitable  (TM/UMR,  “Here  I  Stand,” 
August  14). 

I  know  of  a  family  where  the  daughter, 
who  is  a  teen-age  unwed  mother,  gets  a 
“free  ride”  while  her  brother  cannot 
qualify  for  a  scholarship  or  financial  aid 
to  a  local  university  because  the  parents 
make  too  much  money. 

The  victim  of  a  senseless,  unmotivated 
shooting  in  our  area  is  strapped  with 
astronomical  medical  bills  and  will  be 
paralyzed  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  The 
criminal,  however,  will  be  imprisoned 
for  a  few  years  where  he  will  have  all  of 
his  bills  —  medical  and  otherwise  — 
taken  care  of  and  draw  a  salary  as  well. 

Reading  Henry  George’s  1879  book  on 
“Progress  and  Poverty,”  as  Mr.  Berling 
suggests,  might  give  us  some  new  (?!) 
insights  in  solving  social  ills.  Our  present 
methods  don’t  seem  to  be  working. 

Gloria  Kauls 
Roseville,  Minnesota 

Thanks  to  UMC  Bishops 
for  new  Bible.study 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  new 
study  prepared  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  entitled  “Genesis  to 
Revelation  Series”  —  a  three- 
dimensional  study  of  the  Bible.  This 
study  is  geared  to  guide  the  student 
toward  self-discovery  of  the  Bible.  The 
first  book  is  written  by  Walter  Harrelson, 
distinguished  Professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  Vahderbilt  Divinity  School. 
My  compliments  to  Prof.  Harrelson  and 
the  editors  of  United  Methodist  Church 
School  Publications. 

I  am  a  church  school  teacher  at  First 
UMC  in  Henderson,  Kentucky.  Following 
Dr.  Harrelson’s  suggestions,  I  have  a 
lively  class.  They  prepare,  study  and 
come  to  class  with  individual  inter¬ 
pretations  of  what  the  Bible  means  to 
THEM. 

I  wish  to  express  thanks  publicly  to 
the  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  their  influence  in  the 
preparation  of  this  literature.  We  have 
had  an  eternal  need  for  a  study  of  this 
kind.  Perhaps  Mr.  White  will  look  at  this 
literature?  Clare  Morgan 

Henderson,  Kentucky 


heavens  and  earth  out  of  nothing  and 
made  it  perfect  according  to  His  plan. 

Did  He  mean  that  loneliness  is  a 
“nothing”  time?  In  His  moment  of 
loneliness  He  created  man  for  fellowship 
with  Him,  to  glorify  Him  and  to  enjoy 
Him  forever.  He  created  man  in  His 
image.  Think  of  it.  Created  in  His 
loneliness.  Did  God  create  loneliness  so 
that  we  might  get  to  know  Him  in¬ 
timately?  Is  He  telling  us  that  He  created 
this  time  for  us  to  use  creatively?  Dare 
we  take  our  moments  of  loneliness  to  ex¬ 
pand  our  minds  by  reading  His  Word  and 
having  real  conversations  with  Him  — 
even  reading  good  books  that  will  enrich 
and  give  us  an  incentive  to  rush  out  and 
share  it  with  a  friend,  neighbor,  even  a 
stranger. 

Might  we  use  these  moments  to 
reshape  our  nails,  shampoo  and  create  a 
new  hair  style  so  that  when  we  look  in  the 
mirror  we  can  say,  “I  like  that”  and 
thank  God  for  creative  talent. 

As  you  read  this,  the  wheels  in  your 
mind  are  probably  turning  so  fast  with 
creative  thoughts  that  before  you  con¬ 
tinue  reading  —  stop  —  call  someone; 
write  someone  a  card  or  letter;  share 
something  with  a  neighbor. 

No  other  person  can  be  creative  for  us ; 
we  must  be  creative  all  by  ourselves. 

The  world  is  a  battlefield  of  evil  against 
good.  A  Christian  often  lives  a  lonely 
life  in  many  respects,  for  his  standards, 
ideals,  and  commitments.  Because  of 
God’s  sacrificial  love  we  become  con¬ 
scious  of  a  new  power  that’s  within  us. 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  our  strength  and  sup¬ 
port  in  making  use  of  lonely  moments  for 
creative  work.  Jesus  says,  “He  that 
believeth  on  me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall 
he  do  also:  and  greater  works  than  these 
shall  he  do”  (John  14: 12). 

Loneliness  is  a  time  purposely  created 
to  open  the  door.  “Behold  I  stand  at  the 
door  and  knock:  If  any  man  hear  my 
voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to 
him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with 
me”  (Rev.  3:20).  Jesus  promises  that 
through  the  Holy  Spirit,  God  the  Father, 
God  the  Son,  God  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
make  His  abode  in  our  hearts  and 
manifest  Himself  to  us.  When  we  do  this, 
we  live  with  the  invisible  Christ  and  com¬ 
mune  with  Him  by  hearing  His  voice 
speaking  to  us  in  the  Bible  and  in  prayer. 
Then  we  are  no  longer  lonely. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Matilda 
Stewart,  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
UMC  in  Brandon,  Florida  (Florida  Con¬ 
ference). 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  San  Bruno,  California 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  125  member- 
families  of  the  San  Bruno  UMC  in  San 
Bruno,  California  ( Calif ornia-Nevada 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  San  Bruno,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

This  newspaper  is  seeking  a  per- 
son  to  fill  an  executive-level  posi¬ 
tion  related  to  the  production  of 
nearly  400  local  church  editions 
each  week.  Christian  commitment 
and  understanding  of  the  church 
important.  Journalism,  produc¬ 
tion,  organization,  public  relations 
and/or  personnel  management  ex¬ 
perience  desirable.  Salary  negoti¬ 
able.  If  you  think  you  may  be  inter¬ 
ested,  write  or  call  Dan  Louis, 
TM/UMR,  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX. 
75222,  (2 14) -630-6495. 


Mr.  Phillips 
Bible,  in  fact,  has  been  able  to  win  over 
great  minds  who  came  in  contact  with  it 
because  it  presents  no  contradiction  to 
knowledge,  just  as  it  has  been  able  to 
convince  great  hearts  of  God’s  love  and 
concern.  Not  uncommonly,  from 
Augustine  to  Schweitzer,  these  minds 
and  hearts  have  been  in  the  same  people. 

We  hear  of  conflict 

Yet  today,  we  hear  of  a  conflict  bet¬ 
ween  science  and  religion.  There  may  be 
a  conflict  of  sorts,  but  it  is  not  between 
genuine  science  and  genuine  Biblical 
faith.  It  is  between  bad  scientists  who 
stray  beyond  their  evidence,  misuse  it,  or 
even  fake  it,  to  pronounce  on,  religious 
and  ethical  values,  and,  on  the  other  side, 
religious  dogmatists  who  confuse 
religious  faith  with  superstition,  and 
revelation  with  cultural  traditions. 

At  the  moment,  the  battle  is  allegedly 
between  “evolution”  and  “creation”  in 
the  classroom.  Echoes  of  the  strident 
voices  of  the  1925  publicity  stunt  in 
Dayton,  Tennessee  —  the  Scopes  trial  — 
are  heard  demanding  the  right  to  thrust 
the  old  quarrel  into  America’s  public 
schools.  But  in  the  view  of  the  religion  of 
the  Bible,  such  an  intrusion  is  inap¬ 
propriate,  if  what  occurs  in  the 
classroom  is  to  be  a  presentation  of  the 
evidence  of  geology,  of  the  fossil  record, 
of  embryology,  and  of  objective  science 
in  general.  Believers  of  various  kinds 
would  properly  object  if,  say,  what  used 
to  be  called  “Social  Darwinism”  (of 
which  Darwin  himself  was  pretty  much 
innocent)  was  used  to  argue  for  elitist 
and  racist  views,  as  it  once  was.  But  that 
does  not  seem  to  be  the  case  now.  Any 
teacher  of  science  who  proclaimed  a 
religious  or  ethical  conclusion  offensive 
to  Biblical  faith  on  the  basis  of  the 
evolutionary  biology  taught  in  our 
schools  would  be  guilty  of  that  direst  of 
scientific  sins  —  deriving  a  conclusion 
not  based  on  evidence,  which  is  bad 
science,  unprofessional,  and  immoral. 
Experience  for  the  most  of  us  would  in¬ 
dicate  that  this  is  not  the  case  in  our 
schoolrooms. 

Constitution  may  be  violated 

On  the  other  side  of  this  fraudulent  con¬ 
troversy,  those  who  demand  the  right  to 
thrust  “scientific  creationism,”  as  they 
call  it,  into  the  classroom  tread  on  the 
margins  of  violation  of  the  Constitution 
and  perhaps  of  sin,  too.  What  in  fact  they 
want  taught  is  a  literalist  interpretation 
of  one  of  the  creation  stories  from 
Genesis,  and  this  they  disguise  as  “scien¬ 
tific  creationism.”  In  reality, 
“creationism”  is  not  inconsistent  with, 
and  is  a  valid  inference  from  what  is 
taught  in  the  classroom.  However,  the 
public  school  classroom  is  not  an  ap¬ 
propriate  place  to  draw  that  inference. 

In  conclusion,  all  that  is  taught  in 
genuinely  scientific  classrooms,  which 
seems  to  be  most  of  them,  is  not  only  no 
threat  to  Biblical  religion  but  is  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  revelation  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments.  That  teaching  is 
that  God  created  a  natural  order  apart 
from  Himself  —  a  natural  order  that 
obeys  laws  and  may  be  examined  scien¬ 
tifically  without  fear. 

A  religious  faith  should  look  to  the 
evidence  of  changed  and  restored  lives,  a 
particularly  Wesleyan  kind  of  proof.  A 
faith  that  destroyed  itself  by  misin¬ 
terpreting  biology  would  have  been  no 
faith  in  the  first  place,  but  superstition. 

The  role  of  the  classroom  is  to  present 
honestly  and  thoroughly  the  data  of 
science.  The  role  of  the  church,  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  noble  and  unprecedented 
American  principle  of  separation  of 
church  and  state,  is  to  preach  faith,  but 
not  to  intrude  dogma  into  the  classroom. 
The  church  is  to  stand,  independent  of 
government  and  school,  in  prophetic 
judgment  over  the  uses  and  abuses  of  the 
knowledge  gained  in  the  classroom,  in¬ 
cluding  that  gained  from  science. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Oliver 
Phillips,  is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Lawrence,  Kansas  (East  Kansas  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand."  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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DISCOVER  TODAY'S  EUROPE.  Just  in  time  for 
your  church’s  mission  study  of  Europe:  in  October,  a 
special  issue  of  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  —  mission 
magazine  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Each 
month.  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  brings  Christian 
perspective  on  a  changing  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
check/money  order  (1  year  $7;  2  years  $13)  to  NEW 
WORLD  OUTLOOK,  Service  Center,  7820  Reading 
Rd.,  Cincinnati.  OH  45237. 
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IN  TEXAS  COLLECT  214-744-0346 
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Panel  to  study  TV  station  purchase 
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NASHVILLE  —  Entertainer  Carol 
Lawrence  interviews  United  Methodist 
Communications  President  Charles  Cap- 
pieman,  right,  during  the  "Link  to  a 
New  Life”  program  telecast  to  nearly  150 
locations  throughout  the  nation  Sunday, 
Sept.  20. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  A  five-member  com¬ 
mittee  is  expected  to  make  the  next 
major  study  and  recommendation  as  to 
whether  the  United  Methodist  Church 
should  or  should  not  buy  a  commercial 
television  station  as  a  part  of  its 
"National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry.” 

Such  a  purchase  had  been  a  key  com¬ 
ponent  of  the  entire  project  ever  since  its 
first  mention  in  November  1978.  The 
original  suggestion  came  from  Charles 
Cappleman,  president  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Communications  and  a 
vice  president  of  CBS  Television. 

But  it  was  also  Mr.  Cappleman  who 
first  said  publicly  that  a  station  was  not 
the  only  option  being  considered  for 
thrusting  United  Methodism  into  the  use 
of  television.  He  made  that  comment 
during  the  hour-long  Sept.  20  show 
telecast  live  to  some  140  satellite-linked 


locations  across  the  country  (see 
TM/UMR  Sept.  25) . 

His  public  statement  came  less  than  48 
hours  after  a  clarifying  statement  was 
adopted  by  the  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry  steering  committee.  That 
clarification  said,  "Continuing  reassess¬ 
ment  of  the  economics  of  broadcasting 
will  dictate  whether  or  not  we  purchase  a 
television  station .  .  .” 

"Whatever  equipment,  personnel  and 
facilities  are  required  to  produce  and 
distribute  the  Christian  message  most 
effectively  and  efficiently  will  be  leased 
or  purchased  and  administered  in  a 
manner  reflecting  the  best  stewardship 
of  contributed  and  earned  resources  ...” 

The  communications  agency’s  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers, 
told  TM/UMR  that  this  reassessment 
will  be  led  by  a  committee  which  has 
hitherto  been  inactive.  He  described  it  as 
a  "transition  committee,”  designed  to 
lead  the  project  from  the  study  phase  to 
the  phase  of  actively  considering 


whether  to  purchase  a  specific  television 
property  or  to  purchase  any  television 
property. 

The  committee  is  chaired  by  Robert 
Hanna  of  Tenafly,  N.J.,  an  attorney  with 
experience  in  the  cable  television  industry. 
Other  members  are  George  Koehler  of 
Cherry  Hill,  N.J.,  a  television  station 
owner;  Richard  Wiley,  an  attorney  in 
Washington,  D.C.  and  former  chairman 
of  the  Federal  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion;  the  Rev.  Margaret  Rush  of  Lyons, 
Colo.,  and  the  Rev.  Ross  Freeman  of 
Atlanta. 

Dr.  Chambers  said  the  committee  is 
expected  to  "take  the  pulse  of  the 
television  industry,”  to  recommend 
whether  it  is  wise  for  the  denomination  to 
purchase  a  television  station,  and,  if  so, 
what  size  station  and  in  what  market. 

But  Dr.  Chambers  emphasized  that  no 
decisions  have  been  made  because  no 
funds  have  been  received.  The  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  has  a  three-year 
goal  to  raise  at  least  $25  million.  The 


Sept.  20  show  from  the  Grand  Ole  Opry 
here  was  the  public  launching  of  that 
campaign. 

Dr.  Chambers  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
decision  to  mention  the  uncertain  status 
of  the  station  purchase  proposal  on  the 
Sept.  20  show  was  made  "because  we  are 
convinced  we  couldn’t  ask  for  funds  for 
one  thing  and  use  them  for  another.  So, 
before  we  have  asked  anyone  for  a 
nickel,  we  have  clarified  our  purpose.” 

Dr.  Chambers  told  TM/UMR  that  a 
station  in  Boston  sold  recently  for  $220 
million.  Other  recent  sales,  he  said,  were 
a  station  in  Nashville  for  $45  million  and 
one  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  $50  million. 

Mr.  Cappleman  said  Sept.  20  that  the 
flow  of  income  to  back  United  Methodist 
programming  might  be  earned  from  in¬ 
vestments  other  than  purchase  of  a 
television  station,  perhaps  including 
other  media-related  investments.  He 
said  current  and  emerging  broadcast 
technologies  make  flexibility  im¬ 
perative. 


Saudi  arms  sales  opposed 

Protestants  agree  Jews  right  to  complain 


By  MELINDA  GIPSON 
Religious  News  Service 

Although  the  mainline  support  is 
admittedly  qualified,  many  Protestant 
leaders  say  American  Jews  are  right  in 
opposing  U.S.  sales  of  airborne  warning 
and  control  system  (AWACS)  spy  planes 
to  Saudi  Arabia. 

As  House  hearings  opened  in  the 
capital,  congressional  opponents  of  the 
sale  seemed  confident  of  raising  enough 
support  either  to  defeat  the  measure  or 
place  stiff  restrictions  on  the  planes’  use. 
But  the  administration,  displaying  equal 
confidence,  assured  the  Saudis  that  the 
$8.5  billion  sale  would  go  through. 

At  stake  in  the  deal  may  be  security 
assistance  the  United  States  agreed  to 
supply  Israel  during  recent  talks  with 
Prime  Minister  Menachem  Begin.  A 
senior  Pentagon  official  told  the  press 
that  strategic  cooperation  with  Israel 
and  additional  military  assistance  to  that 
nation  would  be  “jeopardized”  if  the 
AWACS  sale  were  blocked. 

On  more  official  footing,  Secretary  of 
State  Alexander  M.  Haig  Jr.  and  Prime 
Minister  Begin  both  said  the  issues  of 
strategic  cooperation  and  the  AWACS 


were  not  related.  Still,  some  adminis¬ 
tration  sources  were  quoted  as  expressing 
hope  that  a  pact  with  Israel  would  soften 
that  country’s  opposition  to  the  sale. 

What  seems  sure  not  to  soften  is 
American  Jewish  opposition  to  the  Saudi 
deal.  In  an  expansive  statement  on  the 
arms  agreement,  the  Conference  of 
Presidents  of  Major  American  Jewish 
Organizations  denounced  the  sale  as 
"wrong .  .  .  from  every  point  of  view.” 

While  in  the  United  States,  the  prime 
minister  also  courted  fundamentalist 
and  mainline  Protestant  church  leaders ; 
each  had  different  reasons  for  opposing 
the  AWACS  sale. 

In  the  most  colorful  of  these  meetings, 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  long  a  supporter 
of  Israel,  outlined  in  Washington  the 
biblical  basis  for  his  support. 

“I  believe  history  supports  the  premise 
that  God  deals  with  nations  as  they  deal 
with  Israel,”  Mr.  Falwell  said.  He  added 
that  the  Bible  explicitly  warns  against 
"rulers  and  potentates  who  dare  touch 
the  apple  of  God’s  eye  (Israel)  —  If  we 
could  get  Adolf  Hitler  out  of  hell  for  30 
seconds,  he’d  say  ‘Amen’  to  that.” 


But  Mr.  Falwell,  an  administration 
supporter  on  most  issues,  stressed  that 
his  opposition  to  the  AWACS  sale  was 
only  "personal.” 

The  Rev.  Franklin  H.  Littell,  professor 
of  religion  at  Temple  University  and 
president  of  the  National  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  for  Israel,  said 
after  the  meeting  in  New  York  that 
American  opinion  regarding  Israel  notice¬ 
ably  polarized  after  the  Iraqui  raid. 

Nevertheless,  support  for  Israel  from 
all  sectors  of  Christianity  still  is  deep- 
seated,  the  United  Methodist  minister 
assured  Mr.  Begin. 

Some  mainline  Protestant  leaders 
would  have  difficulty  agreeing  with  that 
statement,  even  though  they  too  oppose 
the  AWACS  sale  —  not  because  they 
support  Israel  but  because  they  oppose 
weapons  sales  anywhere  in  the  region 

Although  the  32-member  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  had  nothing 
officially  new  to  say  since  it  condemned 
the  reactor  bombing  in  June,  Richard 
Butler,  head  of  the  NCC’s  Middle  East 
unit,  said  arguments  raised  then  against 
any  arms  shipments  to  the  Middle  East 
"still  stand.” 


Nestle  asked  for  proof  of  change 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  Nestle  Corp.  —  in  a 
surprise  presentation  here  last  weekend 

—  gave  specific  assurances  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  that  it  is  changing  its 
infant  formula  marketing  practices  to 
match  internationally  approved  recom¬ 
mendations. 

Furthermore,  Nestle  asked  the  UMC’s 
task  force  on  infant  formula  to  serve  as  a 
sort  of  "hotline”  to  receive  grievances 
against  Nestle  from  the  general  public. 

Three  Nestle  officials  —  who  asked  at 
the  last  minute  for  a  spot  on  the  agenda 

—  made  a  quick  five-hour  round  trip 
from  Washington  D.C.  to  personally 
make  their  appeal.  They  said  Nestle 
would  deal  swiftly  with  alleged  market¬ 
ing  violations  passed  on  to  them  by  the 
task  force.  Persons  could  be  assured 
their  complaints  were  not  being  ignored 
because  die  task  force  would  have  a 
record  of  complaints  and  the  company’s 
responses  to  them,  the  officials  said. 

The  task  force  later  decided  to 
postpone  consideration  of  the  "hotline” 
proposal  until  Nestle  provides  written 
proof  of  its  changed  marketing  practices. 

"We’re  offering  Nestle  a  chance  to  re¬ 


establish  its  credibility  with  the  public,” 
said  task  force  member  Robert  Kegerreis, 
president  of  Wright  State  University  in 
Dayton  and  a  corporate  consultant. 

Within  three  weeks,  the  task  force 
plans  to  ask  Nestle  for  company  memos, 
letters  and  other  documents  which  in 
detail  substantiate  claims  that  the  Swiss- 
based  company  is  trying  to  follow  inter¬ 
nationally  approved  recommendations. 

The  recommendations  are  contained  in 
an  extensive  World  Health  Organization 
marketing  code  passed  118-1  among 
nations  last  spring.  The  code  addresses 
the  years-long  controversy  in  which 
formula  companies  —  particularly 
Nestle  —  have  been  charged  with 
persuading  mothers  who  are  able  to 
breastfeed  their  infants  to  use  infant 
formula  instead.  Especially  in  the  Third 
World,  because  of  poverty,  illiteracy  and 
unsanitary  conditions,  abandoning 
breastfeeding  prematurely  can  lead  to 
infant  malnutrition  and  death,  several 
health  professionals  have  told  the  task  force. 

Whether  Nestle  produces  the  solicited 
documents  by  a  Dec.  1  deadline  is  seen  by 
task  force  members  as  a  crucial  test  of 
Nestle’s  sincerity. 

documents  is  seen  by  task  force 


Here’s  the 
main  reason  for 
buying  life  insurance 


Happiness  is  knowing  those  you 
love  are  secure.  And  to  help 
achieve  that  security,  you  buy  life 
insurance.  After  all,  it's  the  most 
sensible  and  affordable  kind  of 
protection  for  most  families. 

Happiness  is  also  knowing 
someone  has  cared  enough  to  plan 
ahead  for  your  welfare — making 
sure  special  needs  are  met  when 
the  time  comes. 

See  to  it  now  that  your  life 
insurance  is  adequate  to  meet  your 
family's  needs  and  accomplish  your 
objectives.  Call  or  write  us  today! 

Call  toll  free  800-523-4810  (In 
Pennsylvania,  800-462-4950) 

An  Intirfalth  Lift  Iniurtnct  Company 
For  Rtligioui  Profttiionolt 
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members  as  a  crucial  test  of  Nestle’s 
sincerity. 

Organizations  involved  in  the 
international  boycott  of  Nestle  products 
have  failed  to  obtain  such  documents  in 
the  past,  the  leader  of  one  group  told  the 
task  force.  But  the  United  Methodists 
here  indicated  hope  that  they  will 
succeed  on  the  basis  of  the  relationship 
established  during  a  year  of  negotiations. 

"If  the  company  doesn’t  give  us  helpful 
information,  let’s  forget  them  and  vote 
on  whether  to  boycott,”  said  one  of  the 
nine  members  of  the  task  force,  Eleanor 
Conrad,  a  laywoman  from  Dallas. 

The  1980  General  Conference  author¬ 
ized  the  task  force  to  act  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation  in  trying  to  resolve  the 
controversy  in  a  way  that  would  benefit 
the  infants  of  the  world.  Boycotting 
Nestle  Products  is  one  option. 

Doug  Johnson  also  appeared  before  the 
task  force  last  weekend  and  beseeched  it 
to  stop  diluting  the  efforts  of  most  other 
large  mainline  denominations  which 
already  are  boycotting  Nestle.  Mr. 
Johnson  is  head  of  Infact  (the  group 
organizing  the  boycott  effort) . 

Most  task  force  members  are  saying, 
though,  that  as  long  as  Nestle  appears  to  be 
improving  its  performance,  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  press  for  change  through  negotiation. 

“Speaking  on  behalf  of  Nestle,” 
company  representatives  said  in  a 
written  statement  last  weekend,  "we 
commend  the  United  Methodist  Task 
Force  for  your  candor  in  expressing  your 
concerns  .  .  .  Nestle,  as  a  matter  of 
company  policy,  is  giving  a  high  level  of 
priority  to  working  with  you  and  other 
responsible  church  leaders  .  . 

“We’ll  see  whether  they  mean  it,”  said 
the  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera,  district 
superintendent  in  Los  Angeles. 

Last  June,  the  same  three  Nestle 
officials  told  the  task  force  that  the  firm 
would  not  fight  the  WHO  code  in  nations 
which  adopt  it,  despite  Nestle’s  lobbying 
to  have  WHO  reject  it  a  month  earlier. 

Anita  Anand,  task  force  member  from 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  which  is  supporting  the  Nestle 
boycott,  said  she  didn’t  believe  the 
company’s  assurances  last  June  but  now 
is  encouraged. 

For  the  task  force  —  which  is  acting  for 
all  the  UMC  —  to  abandon  negotiation 
and  join  the  boycott  now  "could  prolong 
the  problem”  for  infants  around  the 
world,  she  said. 


United  Methodists  take  to  the  waters 

ST.  MARY'S  CITY,  Md.  —  United  Methodists  went  to  the  water  here  for  a 
Galilean  service  in  which  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  the  Washington  Area 
preached  from  a  small  open  sailboat  perhaps  much  like  those  used  in  biblical 
times.  This  September  service,  sponsored  by  the  Washington  East  District,  was 
similar  to  other  such  events  held  during  the  summer  either  at  the  water’s  edge  or 
aboard  a  riverboat. 

Five  UM  churches  in  Duluth,  Minn.,  held  their  first  "on  the  water”  worship 
service  aboard  the  Vista  Queen  on  Lake  Superior  Labor  Day  Sunday.  Instead  of 
coffee  and  doughnuts  in  a  fellowship  hall  after  worship,  however,  the  United 
Methodists  enjoyed  the  snacks  during  a  tour  of  the  harbor.  The  joint  venture 
included  Bethany,  Central  Avenue,  Norton  Park,  Riverview  and  Wesley. 
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Mission  head  nominated 


NEW  YORK 
(UMNS)-An  all-MP 
around  "mission  H 
expert”  with  exper-  Hjfc 
ience  both  within  and  HT"  '  ’jyfl 
outside  the  United 
States  has  been  nom- 1  1 
inated  to  head  the 

national  mission  arm  H 

of  the  United  BEKLa  Bhi 

Methodist  Church. 

Directors  of  the  Mr* Bideaux 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  have  been  notified  by  the 
Search  Committee  that  the  name  of  the  Rev. 
Rene  O.  Bideaux  of  Hayesville,  N.C.,  will 
be  brought  when  the  division  meets  Oct. 
20-23  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

If  elected,  Mr.  Bideaux  will  supervise  a 
staff  of  103  with  a  1981  budget  of  $10.5 


million.  The  National  Division  aids 
church  extension,  social  welfare 
institutions,  educational  institutions  for 
children  and  youth,  action/service 
programs  in  ethnic  ministry,  urban 
development,  town  and  country 
ministries  and  community  organization. 

If  the  division  approves,  his 
nomination  will  go  to  the  BGM  for 
election  as  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  board. 

Mr.  Bideaux,  50,  has  been  executive 
director  of  the  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center 
in  North  Carolina  since  June  1978.  The 
center  focuses  on  research,  training, 
resources  and  consulting  to  strengthen 
small  membership  churches,  primarily 
in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  It  also 
holds  workshops  on  cooperative  parish 
development. 


Retired  Bishop  Richard  Raines  dies 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Retired  Bishop 
Richard  C.  Raines,  82,  of  Lakeland,  Fla., 
who  was  resident  bishop  of  the  Indiana 
Area  of  the  former  Methodist  Church  for 
20  years,  died  Sept.  21  apparently  follow¬ 
ing  a  heart  attack  while  on  a  visit  here. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  in 
Indianapolis  at  the  Roberts  Park  UMC 
Sept.  26. 

Bishop  Raines  was  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Indiana  Area  from  1948  until 


retirement  in  1968.  Prior  to  this  he  was 
senior  minister  of  the  Hennepin  Avenue 
Church  in  Minneapolis  for  18  years 
during  which  membership  reached  5,000. 

As  president  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
from  1960  to  1964,  Bishop  Raines  led  the 
mission  program  of  the  church  at  home 
and  abroad. 

The  churchman  also  was  a  principal 
architect  of  the  plan  approved  by  the  1968 
General  Conference  to  encourage  local 
autonomy  for  overseas  Methodists. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


I 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
United  Methodist  missionary  Dave 
Hollingsworth  will  be  even  more  on 
the  run  than  usual  this  month  for  the 
Human  Economic  Appalachian 
Development  (HEAD)  Corp.  to  which 
he  is  assigned. 

A  UMC  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Church  and  Community 
Worker,  he  will  take  to  his  feet  to  raise 
money  for  the  ecumenical  program 
when  he  runs  the  standard  26  mile, 
385-yard  Bank  One  Marathon  Oct.  11 
in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

God  has  richly  blessed  me  with  the 
ability  to  run.  Since  the  beginning  of 
1979  until  mid-August,  1981, 1  have  run 


Dave  Hollingsworth 


over  1,900  miles  —  far  enough  to  run 
from  Berea,  Ky.,  to  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  border,”  Mr.  Hollingsworth 
said. 

He  is  seeking  $1  pledges  for  every 
mile  he  runs  to  benefit  HEAD.  The 
non-profit  corporation  organizes  self- 
help  economic  projects  for  low 
income  people  in  Central  Appalachia. 

Current  HEAD  endeavors  include 
developing  a  fruit  and  vegetable 
marketing  network  and  organizing 
the  Central  Appalachian  People’s 
Credit  Union  which  provides  loans  for 
low-income  families.  He  can  be 
contacted  at  HEAD,  Box  504,  Berea, 
Ky.  40403,  (606  )  986-8423. 


NASHVILLE  —  Charles  Cappleman,  ji 
vice  president  of  CBS  Television,  is  in¬ 
terviewed  by  Carol  Lawrence.  The  show, 
using  television  to  talk  about  television, 
was  the  kick-off  for  the  denomination’s 
$25  million  "TV  Presence  and  Ministry” 
campaign,  umns  photos  by  joe  horton 

Ethnic  study 
faults  UM 
hiring  pace 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

CHEVY  CHASE,  Md.  —  United 
Methodism’s  general  agencies  are  hot 
living  up  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
mandate  to  emphasize  Native  American 
employment  and  advancement; 
according  to  findings  presented  here  to 
the  UMC’s  General  Commission  Cm 
Religion  and  Race. 

However,  the  commission's  own 
review  committee  reported  significant 
progress  by  other  ethnic  minority 
groups : 

Almost  one  third  (30.5%)  of  all  general 
board  members  and  26  percent  of  their 
executive  staffs  are  ethnic  minority 
persons. 

The  findings  were  reported  to  the 
commission  here  which  is  the 
denomination’s  monitoring  and 
advocacy  arm  for  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities  since  it  was  formed  as  part  of 
the  uniting  church  in  1968. 

The  boards  and  agencies  lost  points  for 
their  failure  to  achieve  successful 
incorporation  of  Native  American  United 
Methodists,  the  review  committee 
reported.  Of  13  general  church  agencies, 
only  three  out  of  194  ethnic  minority  staff 
employees  are  Native  American,  with 
one  per  agency:  Church  and  Society, 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
commission  itself. 

The  Rev.  Marvin  B.  Abrams,  a  Seneca 
who  chairs  the  Native  American 
Concerns  Committee  for  the 
commission,  said  slippage  by  the  boards 
and  agencies  may  mirror  apathy  within 
the  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches.  "Our  basic  concern  is  that, 
even  though  the  General  Conferertce 
mandated  a  special  emphasis  on  Native 
American  ministries,  there  doesn’t  seem 
to  be  a  seriousness  about  doing  it.  ” 

In  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  for  instance,  an  American 
Indian  Ministries  staff  position  was  to  be 
filled  this  year.  Mr.  Abrams  said  the 
position  is  critical  because  other  levels  of 
the  church  (conferences  and  local)  seem 
to  be  waiting  for  that  staff  person.  "That 
person  could  ‘get  the  ball  rolling’  in 
Native  American  congregations,  but  the 
position  needs  upgrading,”  he  said. 

“Right  now,  any  person  coming  into 
that  position  would  face  a  low  salary  and 
undefined  duties,”  Mr.  Abrams  of  Lqs 
Angeles  said.  He  added  that  if  there  are 
to  be  effective  programs  for  reaching 
and  including  Native  Americans  in  the 
mainstream  of  the  church,  the  best 
qualified  person  must  be  found.  And  that 
will  require  a  higher  salary  and  more 
responsible  job  description. 

Native  American  local  churches  are 
also  facing  a  leadership  shortage. 
“Within  10  years,  60  percent  of  our 
Native  American  pastors  will  be  retiring. 
More  pastors  will  have  to  be  recruited 
and  trained.” 

Mr.  Abrams  said  many  parishes  are  no 
longer  uniquely  made  up  of  Nativk 
Americans.  According  to  some  statistical, 
about  half  the  Native  Americans  live  in 
urban,  pluralistic  communities. 

However,  the  overall  status  of  othef- 
minority  groups  —  Blacks,  Asian  and 
Hispanic  Americans  —  in  the 
denominatiori’s  agencies  is  brighter. 
Despite  a  decrease  of  89  persons  oil 
general  agency  staffs  between  1977  and 
1981,  the  percentage  of  ethnic  minority 
staff  members  increased. 

The  report  by  the  review  committee 
was  based  on  on-site  visits  and  responses 
to  a  questionnaire  completed  by  each 
agency  prior  to  the  committee’s  visit. 

The  commission  also  recommended 
some  revision  of  the  guidelines 
governing  the  Minority  Group  Self- 
Determination  Fund  which  it 
administers.  The  fund,  which  consists  of 
about  $1  million  per  year,  is  used  to 
support  programs  "initiated,  developed, 
controlled  and  administered"  by  ethnic 
minorities  as  approved  by  thje 
commission.  Previously,  the  fund  was 
divided  50  percent  for  ethnic  minority 
churches,  30  percent  for  ethnic  minority 
community  organizations  and  20  percent 
for  minority  caucuses,  organizations  anti 
ethnic  and  language  caucuses.  However, 
at  the  meeting  here  the  commission 
recommended  allotting  40  percent  each 
to  local  churches  and  community 
organizations. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  president  df 
the  commission,  explained,  “our 
decision  reflects  our  belief  that  the 
church  is  in  the  world  as  much  as  it  is 
within  the  four  walls  of  oUr 
institutions.”  I 
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Oklahoma  UMs  fume  over  ecumenical  bail  fund 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Some  United 
Methodists  in  this  state  still  are  fuming 
over  the  way  a  national  ecumenical 
group  intervened  in  a  criminal  case  here 
a  year  ago. 

The  convicted  killer  of  a  policeman  left 
jail  on  bond  posted  by  the  policy  board  of 
the  Ecumenical  Minority  Bail  Bond 
Fund. 

As  a  result,  contributions  to  United 
Methodism’s,  general  funds  have 
suffered,  said  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Wells, 
council  director  of  the  UMC’s  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference. 

“And  ecumenical  efforts  here  have 
been  set  back  10  years,"  he  added. 

The  episode  here  has  accentuated 
questions  about  how  national  church 
bodies  should  operate  within  local 
jurisdictions,  bringing  demands  for 
change  in  the  present  style.  An  official  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  told  TM/UMR  he  is 
insisting  that  staff  in  his  division  consult 
with  local  church  leaders  without  fail 


before  disbursing  funds  in  their  area. 

Who  is  accountable? 

Also  raised  is  the  broader  issue  of  who 
can  be  held  accountable  for  actions  of 
any  ecumenical  group  in  which  the  UMC 
participates.  An  investigation  by 
TM/UMR  of  the  Ecumenical  Minority 
Bail  Bond  Fund  found  the  lines  of 
responsibility  tangled,  sometimes 
tenuous  and  occasionally  disconnected 
from  the  persons  who  on  paper  appear  to 
hold  ultimate  responsibility  for  the  fund 
(see  story  below). 

The  specific  case  which  triggered  the 
furor  here  and  raised  these  larger  issues 
began  in  September  1979  on  the  road 
from  the  city’s  airport. 

A  Native  American  woman  with  a 
history  of  mental  disorders  —  fleeing  a 
man  who  had  abused  her  —  had  arrived 
by  plane  from  Los  Angeles  but  was 
denied  passage  on  another  flight  for 
which  she  claimed  to  have  a  ticket.  As 
she  walked  to  town  with  her  10-year-old 
son,  a  team  of  police  officers  tried  to 
arrest  her  on  a  littering  charge. 


In  a  scuffle,  the  woman  grabbed  one 
officer’s  weapon,  fatally  shot  Officer 
Garland  Garrison  and  wounded  Officer 
Teresa  Wells. 

A  local  jury  convicted  Rita  Silk  Nauni 
of  first-degree  manslaughter  in  June 
1980.  A  local  judge  sentenced  her  to  150 
years  in  prison. 

Then  in  September  1980,  a  national 
group  based  in  New  York  —  the 
Ecumenical  Minority  Bail  Bond  Fund 
policy  board  —  took  exception  to  the  local 
actions.  It  stated  there  were  strong 
indications  that  Ms.  Nauni  was 
discriminated  against  because  she  is  an 
Indian.  It  offered  to  pay  half  the  $100,000 
bail  to  set  the  woman  free  pending  a 
judicial  appeal  which  was  being  paid 
from  other  sources. 

According  to  the  board’s  chairperson 
Woodrow  Carter,  an  Episcopalian,  “We 
concluded  that  Ms.  Nauni's  bail  was 
excessive  and  punitive  in  light  of  bails 
generally  set  for  manslaughter 
convictions  in  Oklahoma.”  Furthermore, 
he  said,  the  sentence  of  150  years  was 
unduly  harsh  when  the  average  sentence 


Associate  Editor 

LEESBURG,  Fla.  —  In  a  sylvan 
setting,  complete  with  tall  oaks,  Spanish 
moss,  lily  pads  and  an  occasional 
alligator,  more  than  700  United 
Methodists  gathered  here  during 
September  to  learn  how  to  make  their 
Sunday  Schools  even  better  —  and 
incidentally,  to  get  a  morale  boost. 

The  annual  Sunday  .School  Weekend, 


for  such  an  offense  in  Oklahoma  ranges 
from  12  to  20  years. 

An  uproar  ensued  in  Oklahoma  when 
the  news  hit. 

“The  local  press  picked  up  on  it,  and 
the  stories  were  very  negative  about  the 
church  effort,”  Mr.  Wells  said  from  the 
UMC’s  Oklahoma  conference  office.  “The 
radio  talk-back  shows  played  the  issue 
by  the  hour.  People  released  ugly  moods." 

Oklahoma  United  Methodists 
immediately  began  calling  their 
conference  headquarters  for  an 
explanation  since  the  bail  bond  board  is 
supported  in  part  by  United  Methodists. 
But  neither  the  bishop  nor  conference  of¬ 
ficials  could  give  an  explanation  at  first. 

Local  UMs  not  consulted 

Even  though  the  UMC  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  bail  bond  fund  neither  the 
bishop  nor  conference  leaders  were 
consulted  before  or  after  the  board  made 
its  decision  to  intervene  in  their  area . 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  two  representatives  on  the 
11-member  bail  bond  policy  board  and 


sponsored  by  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  has  grown  so  large  —  from 
230  participants  and  one  weekend  session 
six  years  ago  —  that  two  weekends  at  the 
conference  Life  Enrichment  Center  here 
now  are  required. 

The  weekend  may  or  may  not  be 
directly  responsible,  but  Florida  Annual 
Conference  local  churches  have  shown 
marked  increases  in  their  non-Sunday 
morning  church  school  classes  since  1976. 

Bess  Bussey,  associate  director  of  the 
conference  Council  on  Ministries,  said 
ongoing  groups,  such  as  prayer  or  Bible 
study  groups,  have  increased  from  26,921 
in  1976,  to  35,002  in  1980  and  short  term 
classes  have  grown  in  enrollment  from 
38,938  in  1976  to  43,326  in  1980.  Sunday 
morning  classes  have  fluctuated  during 
the  same  period  between  61,752  and  62,892. 

The  weekend  is  a  place  teachers  can 
get  the  affirmation  they  need  —  and  they 
don’t  get  this  in  a  lot  of  local  churches,” 
said  Betty  Morrow  who  has  taught 
Sunday  School  for  about  six  years  at 
Riverview  UMC. 

The  weekend  is  a  real  morale-builder 
for  the  Sunday  School  teachers  who 
attend,  said  Opal  Wolff  of  First  UMC  in 
Okeechobee,  Fla.,  and  chairwoman  of 
the  Sunday  School  Weekend. 

“It’s  helpful  for  teachers  to  see  others 
who  teach  Sunday  School,”  Ms.  Bussey 
added.  “We  have  people  from  our  largest 
to  our  smallest  churches.  ’  ’ 

The  big  attendance  jump  —  an 
increase  of  319  —  in  what  has  been  an 
otherwise  slow  but  steady  increase  in 
participation  came  last  year,  Ms.  Bussey 
said,  as  the  Sunday  School’s  200th 
anniversary  year  celebrations  heightened 
local  churches’  awareness. 

But  this  year,  the  Sunday  School 
Weekend  set  another  record.  Hispanic 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LEESBURG,  Fla.  —  More  frequently 
than  directors  of  Christian  education  like 
Nancy  Ewing  would  like  to  hear,  people 
begin  teaching  Sunday  School  classes 
because  “no  one  else  would  do  it.” 

They  stay  in  the  church  classroom, 
however,  because  they  love  their 
students  or  teaching  or  both. 

“I  don’t  have  a  whole  lot  of  teachers  to 
volunteer,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Ewing,  who  serves  at  First  UMC  in 
Bradenton,  Fla.,  taught  the  "Orientation 
for  New  Teachers”  at  the  first  of  two 
Florida  United  Methodist  Sunday  School 
Weekends  here  this  month  (see  related 
story  above). 

Directors  of  Christian  education  are 
overjoyed  when  teachers  give  as  their 
reasons  for  continuing  to  teach  those 
given  by  the  silver-haired  Thora  Gentry. 

“I  love  the  Bible  and  the  church,  and 
I’m  willing”  said  Ms.  Gentry  of  First 
UMC  of  Zephyrhills,  Fla. 

While  the  teachers  polled  by  the 
Reporter  at  the  first  Florida  weekend 
expressed  similar  feelings  about  their 
Sunday  morning  tasks,  most  said  they 
didn’t  volunteer,  but  were  recruited.  A 
Sunday  School  superintendent,  a  director 
of  Christian  education  or  a  pastor  usually 
did  the  asking  —  or  convincing. 


gave  15  percent  of  the  money  in  the  fund. 

With  all  that  United  Methodist 
involvement,  Mr.  Wells  argued,  one 
would  think  the  bishop  of  the  Oklahoma 
Area  would  have  been  called  for 
information.  The  bishop  at  least  should 
have  been  told  of  the  decision  before  it 
was  revealed  to  the  news  media,  he  said. 

Because  neither  of  those  forms  of 
consultation  occurred,  “we  had  no  way  to 
defend  the  action,”  Mr.  Wells  said.  His 
personal  opinion  about  the  manslaughter 
case  is  that  the  New  York-based  board 
would  have  found  no  basis  for 
discrimination  claims  had  it  consulted 
with  more  Oklahoma  church  leaders. 

Even  if  the  board  still  had  come  to  the 
aid  of  Ms.  Nauni  after  consultation,  Mr. 
Wells  said  he  thinks  Oklahoma  church 
leaders  would  have  been  equipped  to 
avert  much  of  the  backlash. 

As  it  happened,  angry  United 
Methodists  protested  at  local  church 
charge  conferences.  Ten  to  15  percent  of 
the  churches  reduced  giving  to  the 
denomination’s  basic  World  Service 
Fund  because  of  the  bail  issue,  Mr.  Wells 


participation  went  from  none  to  24, 
largely  through  the  recruitment  efforts 
of  the  Rev.  Jose  Boron  of  the  Miami 
District,  Ms.  Bussey  said. 

“The  Hispanics  had  special  (Spanish- 
language)  groups,”  she  said,  although  all 
were  welcomed  to  attend  any  of  the  21 
sessions  offered. 

Ms.  Bussey  said  the  Sunday  School 
Weekend  is  significant  because  it: 

•  Symbolizes  for  local  churches  that 
the  annual  conference  takes  Sunday 
School  seriously  as  an  important  part  of 
the  church; 

•  Provides  a  style  of  training 
opportunity  not  otherwise  available  to 
local  churches; 

•  Gives  Sunday  School  teachers  a 
fellowship  event  of  their  very  own  to  look 
forward  to. 

Ms.  Bussey  said  the  Sunday  School 
Weekend,  believed  to  be  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  until  Alabama-West  Florida  held 
their  first  this  fall,  goes  beyond  just 
teacher-training  to  include  areas  which 
affect  the  entire  church.  One  of  the  most 
heavily  attended  sessions  is  “Claiming 
and  Reclaiming  Members  for  the  Sunday 
School,”  taught  the  first  weekend  by  the 
Rev.  Brad  Dinsmore  of  Lake  Magdalene 
UMC  in  Tampa. 

Once  active  members  drop  out  of 
church,  congregations  have  only  about 
six  to  eight  weeks  in  which  to  re-claim 
these  members,  he  said,  referring  to 
previous  studies  of  church  dropouts. 

“They  literally  wait  and  see  if  anyone 
from  the  church  will  come  to  see  them.  If 
no  one  comes  and  helps  them  resolve 
their  needs,  then  80  percent  will  go  to 
another  church,  and  20  percent  will  go  to 
no  church,”  said  Mr.  Dinsmore,  one  of 
the  Florida  conference’s  evangelism 
training  leaders. 


Anita  Kogel  of  Good  Shepherd  UMC  in 
West  Palm  Beach  had  a  child  in  a  Sunday 
School  class  which  turned  up  with  no 
replacement  after  the  teacher  left  town. 

Mrs.  Kogel,  who  teaches  the  third 
grade  class  with  her  husband,  said  she 
felt  it  important  that  this  vacancy  be 
filled  quickly. 

“I’ve  been  teaching  since  February, 
and  it’s  very  rewarding,”  she  said.  “It’s 
helped  us  to  grow  as  a  couple,  and  I’ve 
grown  so  much  more  as  a  Christian.” 

Personal  growth  and  an  increased 
understanding  of  their  own  faith  are 
other  benefits  cited  by  Sunday  School 
teachers  here  earlier  this  month. 

“It’s  become  a  vital  part  of  my  own 
life,”  said  Fran  Carrillo,  who  has  taught 
pre-schoolers  for  three  years  at  her 
Riverview  (Fla.)  UMC. 

Ray  Warnock  of  Forest  Hills  UMC  in 
Tampa  was  another  Sunday  School 
teacher  who  actually  volunteered  —  in 
his  case  —  to  teach  the  junior  high  class. 

At  least  part  of  the  reason  he  gave  was 
because  “I  never  really  had  adequate 
Sunday  School  teaching  at  that  age.” 

Saying  he  really  enjoyed  working  with 
junior  high  young  people,  he  shook  his 
head  and  grinned:  “They  can  come  up 
with  the  darndest  things .  . 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


estimated.  “I  also  feel  it  has  affected 
giving  at  the  conference  level.” 

Many  persons  have  lashed  out  at  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  which  administers  but  does  not 
control  the  fund.  They  want  the  UMC  to 
withdraw  from  the  council.  Some  have  ** 
even  indicated  they  will  work  in  their 
local  churches  to  limit  the  payment  of  1 
apportionments  as  a  protest  if  the  UMC  *  - 
remains  a  member  of  the  council,  Mr. 
Wells  said. 

Action  defended  \i 

The  bail  bond  policy  board  has 
rehashed  its  action  in  the  Nauni  case  at  - : 
later  meetings.  Staff  and  members  have  .•  I 
stated  they  find  no  reason  to  doubt  their 
original  decision  and  that  they  believe 
they  conducted  proper  local  consultation.  • 

That  consultation  was  almost 
exclusively  with  Ms.  Nauni’s  attorney  •; 
and  Oklahoma’s  Episcopal  bishop,  Gerry 
McAllister. 

Bishop  McAllister  brought  the  case  to  v 
the  bail  bond  board’s  attention  in  .%/ 
February  1980.  “Rita’s  brother,  an 
Episcopalian  from  Pine  Ridge,  asked  me 
for  help,”  the  bishop  told  TM/UMR.  “So  -j 
I  got  this  on  a  pastoral  basis,  not  because  j 
I  was  fighting  for  a  cause.  .rj 

“I  secured  $4,000  from  the  national  •  j 
Episcopal  Church  to  pay  the  cost  of 
expert  witnesses  and  a  consultant  in  the  ^ 
jury  process.  The  purpose  was  not  to  say 
she  was  innocent  but  to  ensure  as  best  as 
possible  a  fair  trial. 

“We  sought  Rita’s  release  on  bond,”  : 
Bishop  McAllister  said,  “so  she  could  •  '* 
share  in  looking  after  her  son  and  get  ‘ 
better  psychiatric  care  while  she  was  - 
awaiting  an  appeal  of  her  case.  ”  j 

When  Ms.  Nauni  finally  was  released 
with  the  additional  aid  of  a  local  Indian  •  - 
organization,  the  judge  in  her  case 
ordered  her  arrested  again.  An  appeals  „ 
court  reversed  his  action  and  ordered  the  **■ 
judge  off  the  case. 

The  bail  bond  effort  ended  last  month, 
however,  when  Ms.  Nauni  was  returned 
to  prison.  > 

“Her  mental  condition  had  been .  <T 
deteriorating,”  Bishop  McAllister  said. 
“Her  behavior  became  erratic.  She  lied 
to  friends.  She  got  back  into  the  drug  scene.  <! 

“I  had  a  responsibility  to  the  National  ? 
Council.”  '♦? 

In  a  joint  decision  by  her  attorney,  the 
bishop  and  the  bail  bond  board  staff,  the 
court  was  asked  to  arrest  Ms.  Nauni  “for 
her  protection  and  the  protection  of  > ' 
others,”  the  Episcopal  bishop  said.  The 
bail  bond  board  has  since  withdrawn  its  V 
money. 

With  the  way  the  episode  has  ended,  v 
does  he  regret  enlisting  the  bail  bond 
board  and  thus  creating  such  a  storm 
among  many  Oklahoma  church  ' 
members?  “If  I’d  known  all  this  ahead  of  • 
time,  it  would  have  been  better  if  she’d  • 
never  been  released,”  Bishop  McAllister 
said.  “But  I  didn’t  know.” 

Nonetheless,  he  said,  the  effort  “did 
expose  the  incompetency  of  the  trial 
judge,”  and  it  showed  that  compassion 
could  be  demonstrated  in  a  responsible  '* 
manner. 

The  Episcopal  bishop  said  he  regrets 
not  keeping  local  colleagues  in  other  de-  *  ■ 
nominations  apprised:  Frankly,  I  wasn’t 
on  my  toes  enough  to  let  them  know.” 

Information  key  to  reactions 

Irate  letters  and  phone  calls  originated 
from  members  of  several  . 
denominations.  The  Episcopal  diocese, 
however,  remained  relatively  cool,  the 
bishop  said,  because  members  knew  he 
was  involved  from  the  beginning  of  the 
episode:  “Many  weren’t  happy J)ut  could 
see  no  other  way  for  me  to  respond  to  a 
request  for  help.”  « 

United  Methodists  also  may  have 
reacted  more  calmly  if  their  Oklahoma  . 
leaders  could  have  given  the  same 
assurance  that  they’d  been  consulted, 

Mr.  Wells  said.  p. 

The  bail  bond  board  has  no  policy  for 
notifying  local  church  leaders  when  it  is 
preparing  to  take  action  in  their  area, 
TM/UMR  was  told  by  the  Rev.  Dean 
Kelley,  a  United  Methodist  and  a 
part-time  staff  person  for  the  board. 
“Members  of  the  policy  board  do  the 
notifying  within  their  own 
denominations,”  he  said. 

But  the  two  UMC  representatives 
failed  to  notify  any  Oklahoma  United  . 
Methodist  leaders,  Mr.  Wells  said. 
Neither  representative  could  be  reached 
by  TM/UMR  for  comment. 

“A  mistake  was  made”  in  their  not 
consulting  with  Oklahoma  leaders, 
admitted  the  Rev.  Negail  Riley,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  Global  Ministries’ 
National  Division.  “We  definitely 
learned  something  from  that 
experience.” 

Paragraph  817  of  die  “Book  of 
Discipline,”  says  specifically  that 
general  agencies  using  general  funds  for 
a  program  in  an  annual  conference,  must 
consult  with  the  bishop  and  council  on 
ministries.  There  is  some  disagreement 
about  whether  it  applies  to  actions  by  ecu¬ 
menical  groups  which  have  United  Meth¬ 
odist  participation  but  not  general  funds. 

Dr.  Riley  said  he  now  is  applying  “the 
spirit”  of  that  paragraph  to  National 
Division  representatives  on  ecumenical 
bodies,  requiring  local  consultation. 

In  addition,  he  said  he  is  asking  those 
representatives  to  attempt  to  get  the 
bodies  on  which  they  sit  to  adopt  a  policy 
of  the  ecumenical  staff  notifying  local 
"judicatories”  about  any  actions  there. 

The  importance  of  better  ties  with  the 
local  religious  community  should  be 
obvious,  Mr.  Wells  said.  “I  support  the-' 
purpose  of  the  bail  bond  fund  .  .  .  And 
we’ve  worked  like  dogs  for  the 
ecumenical  movement.”  But  both  can 
suffer  if  the  proper  groundwork  is  not 
laid  —  and  local,  national  and  global  ,  t 
ministries  can  be  damaged,  too  as  this 
episode  has  shown,  he  said.  '* 


Fund’s  accountability  split 
among  member  churches 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Ecumenical 
Minority  Bail  Bond  Fund  was  established 
in  1976  to  “guarantee  the  constitutional 
rights  of  racial  minority  people  who  may 
be  poor,  social  dissenters  and/or 
politically  active  and  who  are  not 
permitted  bail  on  the  same  basis  as 
persons  from  the  majority  community.” 

More  than  30  times,  the  fund  has  been 
used  to  post  bail  so  a  person  or  persons 
could  get  out  of  jail  while  awaiting  trial, 
sentencing  or  judicial  appeal. 

The  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  (NCC)  created  the  fund. 

But  the  National  Council  really  is  not 
responsible  for  specific  bail  bond  actions. 
It  provides  part-time  staff  to  administer 
the  fund  but  has  only  one  voting  repre¬ 
sentative  on  the  11-member  policy  board. 

The  policy  board  sets  the  criteria  for 
how  funds  may  be  used.  Its  specific 
actions  are  not  passed  up  to  NCC 
directors  for  approval  or  disapproval. 
Ten  of  the  decision  makers  on  the  board 
are  responsible  only  to  the  agencies  (of 
nine  denominations)  which  appointed  them 
and  gave  the  money  for  the  fund  —  $161,000. 

Parent  denominations  of  those 
agencies  are:  the  United  Methodist, 
American  Baptist,  Christian  (Disciples), 
United  Presbyterian,  Presbyterian  U.S. 
and  Episcopal  churches,  and  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Reformed  Church  in  Amer¬ 
ica  and  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

The  23  other  member-denominations 
of  the  NCC  are  not  participants. 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
representatives  to  the  bail  bond  policy 
board  come  from  two  divisions  of  the 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
representatives  have  been  staff 
members:  the  Rev.  Joel  Martinez 
(National  Division)  and  Consuelo 
Urquiza -Packer  (Women’s  Division). 

The  Global  Ministries  directors  include 
persons  chosen  from  each  annual 
conference.  Their  line  of  accountability 
to  the  local  church  lies  in  the  fact  that 
each  annual  conference  consists  of 
clergy  and  lay  delegates  from  each 
pastoral  charge. 

Ultimate  responsibility  in  the  UMC  for 
bail  bond  board  actions,  though,  seems  to 
rest  with  the  directors  of  the  National 
Division  and  Women’s  Division  which 
voted  to  join  the  bail  bond  fund  and 
continue  to  support  it  by  keeping  their 
initial  contribution  ($25,000)  in  it. 

If  they  don’t  like  the  way  their 
representatives  vote  on  bail  bond 
requests,  they  may  direct  them  to 
change  their  votes,  said  the  Rev.  Negail 
Riley,  assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
National  Division. 

In  actuality,  Dr.  Riley  acknowledged, 
the  representatives  act  somewhat 
autonomously.  As  a  matter  of  National 
Division  policy,  its  representative  does 
not  report  bail  bond  decisions  to 
directors  until  the  next  division  meeting 
—  which  could  be  months  after  bond  has 
been  posted  —  Dr.  Riley  said. 

Members  of  the  bail  bond  policy  board 
are  concerned  about  accountability  in 
another  direction.  Before  posting  bond, 
they  make  certain  somebody  on  the  local 
scene  keeps  track  of  the  released 
prisoner . 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Stained  glass  windows  proud  product  of  UM  students 

SAN  MATEO,  Calif.  —  The  Shoreview  United  Methodist  Church  here  wanted  two  memorial  stained  glass  windows,  and  rather 
than  going  the  usual  route  of  purchasing  them,  members  made  these  themselves.  The  Rev.  Jeff  Kunkel  and  Jeanne  Holmes,  an 
experienced  stained  glass  cutter,  taught  a  class  on  the  subject  last  spring,  and  22  of  the  students  who  attend  Shoreview  stayed  to 
work  on  the  two  windows  depicting  Mary  with  child  and  a  descending  dove.  California-Nevada  Conference  Photo 

Sunday  School  weekend 

Teachers  get  ideas,  morale  boost 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Getting  class  leaders  hard , 
but  liking  for  job  grows 
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Book  censors  renew  old  battle 

New  Right  fuels  controversy  over  what  goes  into  classrooms 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

Book  censorship  is  reemerging  as  a  controversial 
issue  in  American  society,  fueled  by  the  political  clout 
of  New  Right  organizations  like  the  Moral  Majority. 

A  main  focus  of  the  new  battles  involves  the  use  of 
controversial  books  in  public  schools.  And  to  attempt  to 
avoid  the  usual  arguments  against  censorship 
protesters  are  arguing  that  it  is  their  rights  that  are 
being  violated  by  their  having  to  pay  tax  dollars  to 
purchase  books  for  public  schools  that  violate  their 
beliefs. 

Current  controversies  were  presaged  in  the  1974 
textbook  dispute  in  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia. 
That  fight  even  involved  strikes  at  mines  and 
bombings  of  schools  as  fundamentalist  ministers  and 
parents  pressured  the  county  board  of  education  to  ban 
certain  language-arts  books  from  classrooms. 

The  Rev.  Will  D.  Campbell,  director  of  The 
Committee  of  Southern  Churchmen  and  a  noted  civil- 
rights  activist,  wrote  of  the  West  Virginia  dispute  in 
April  1975  that  “no  one  could  have  known  it  at  the  time, 
but  it  was  the  beginning  of  something  big  in  American 
.  public  education,  something  which  is  continuing  to 
swell  around  the  country.” 

He  commented  that  “ordinary  folks  were  demanding 
to  have  something  to  do  with  what  goes  on  inside  the 
classroom.  For  two  decades  various  groups  have 
concerned  themselves  with  who  goes  into  which  class¬ 
room;  now  it  is  what  goes  in.” 

Protests  outside  enclaves 

Such  protests  are  not  confined  to  fundamentalist 
enclaves  in  Appalachia.  A  dispute  that  is  still 
continuing  began  in  1976  when  the  Island  Trees  school 
board  in  Levittown,  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  pressured  by 
parents,  removed  a  number  of  books  from  public 
schools  on  the  grounds  that  they  were  “educationally 
unsound"  and  contained  materials  “offensive  to 
Christians,  Jews,  blacks  and  Americans  in  general.” 

Among  the  books  removed  were  “Slaughterhouse 
Five,”  by  Kurt  Vonnegut,  Jr.;  “The  Fixer,”  by 
Bernard  Malamud;  “The  Naked  Ape,”  by  Desmond 


Morris;  “The  Best  Short  Stories  by  Negro  Writers,” 
edited  by  Langston  Hughes,  and  “Soul  on  Ice,”  by 
Eldridge  Cleaver. 

Several  organizations,  including  eight  religious 
groups,  filed  suit  to  have  the  school  board’s  decision 
overturned.  Most  recently,  a  federal  appeals  court  sent 
the  case  back  to  a  district  court  and  ordered  a  fact¬ 
finding  trial  on  the  matter. 

Some  conservative  critics  of  textbooks  maintain  that 
they  are  simply  using  tactics  that  have  already  been 
used  by  liberals.  Michael  Farris,  executive  director  of 
Moral  Majority  of  Washington  State,  argues  that 
public  schools  routinely  censor  objectionable  material 
from  their  curricula. 

“For  examples,”  he  says,  “books  portraying  all  men 
as  doctors  and  all  women  teachers  are  censored  for 
being  sexist.  The  ‘Little  Black  Sambo’  series  has  been 
censored  for  being  racist.  Certainly  these  types  of 
materials  are  protected  by  the  First  Amendment,  yet 
the  ACLU  and  the  press  has  raised  no  hue  and  cry  over 
the  removal  of  these  kinds  of  texts  from  the  public 
schools.” 

Public  not  defenseless 

The  Christian  Century,  ecumenical  weekly  published 
in  Chicago,  recently  highlighted  some  of  the  issues 
involved  in  censorship  fights  in  an  editorial. 

“Even  as  we  examine  these  cases,”  the  periodical 
said,  “we  have  to  acknowledge  that  there  are  certain 
rights  parents  have  regarding  the  type  of  education 
their  children  receive.  The  public  is  not  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  schools  and  libraries  regarding  available 
reading  matter.  In  this,  as  in  all  matters  of  public  life, 
there  is  a  tension  between  individual  rights  and  group 
rights,  a  tension  basic  to  a  pluralistic  society.” 

But,  the  editorial  stressed,  “fundamental  to  any  free 
people  is  the  right  of  access  to  printed  matter, 
regardless  of  its  worth.  The  First  Amendment  was 
added  to  our  Constitution  in  part  to  protect  words  and 
ideas  which  the  majority  might  find  objectionable. 
These  are  protected  under  the  amendment  because 
freedom  is  a  precious  commodity  that  flourishes  best 
in  an  atmosphere  of  openness.” 


Parents  who  complain  about  books  their  children  are 
forced  to  read  in  public  schools  received  support  from 
a  surprising  quarter,  Harvard  University  theologian 
Harvey  Cox.  He  said,  “If  I  were  to  discover  my  chil¬ 
dren  were  being  taught  things  I  thought  went  completely 
against  my  beliefs,  I  would  complain,  too.” 
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A  historical  perspective  can  also  be  revealing  in 
examining  censorship  controversies.  A  display  on  book 
banning  that  was  presented  at  West  Virginia  State 
College  during  the  1974  textbook  controversy  noted  that 
the  Bible  has  been  banned  throughout  history  more 
frequently  than  any  other  book. 

The  display  featured  periodicals  that  have  been 
banned  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  These  included 
Today’s  Health,  for  carrying  pictures  of  the  birth  of  a 
baby;  National  Geographic,  for  “lewd  pictures,”  and 
Ebony,  for  being  “anti-American.” 

Books  featured  in  the  exhibit  included  John  Milton’s 
“Paradise  Lost,”  Mark  Twain’s  “Huckleberry  Finn” 
and  “The  Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer,”  and  Erich 
Maria  Remarque’s  “All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front.” 

Another  book  that  has  frequently  been  banned,  the 
exhibit  noted,  is  Charles  Darwin’s  “Origin  of  the 
Species.”  But  that’s  another  controversy. 


‘Moonie  church’  sect  seeking 
establishment  status,  minister  says 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon’s  “Unification  Church”  is 
steadily  moving  from  a  sect  group  to  an 
established  church,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  campus  minister 
who  recently' spent  nine  days  as  a  guest 
of  the  church  at  a  conference  for  theo¬ 
logians  and  scholars  in  the  Canary  Islands. 

The  Rev.  William  J.  Kliber,  newly-ap¬ 
pointed  Protestant  chaplain  at  Syracuse 
(N.Y.)  University,  was  one  of  240  persons 
from  18  nations  invited  to  the  luxurious 
conference  Aug.  1-9  at  Puerta  La  Cruz, 
Tenerife,  off  the  northwestern  coast  of 
Africa.  Mr.  Kliber  has  just  completed 
nine  years  as  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Missoula  after  serving  11  years  as  Wesley 
Foundation  director  at  the  University  of 
Montana  in  Missoula. 

The  Unification  Church  regularly 
sponsors  international  conferences  for 
scientists,  doctors,  attorneys  and  others 
from  the  fields  of  psychology, 
anthropology,  and  sociology. 

“Of  course  they  are  trying  to  influence 
persons  to  be  sympathetic  to  their  point 
of  view,”  Mr.  Kliber  said  in  an  interview 
here  with  United  Methodist  News 
Service.  “But  more,  they  are  seeking  to 
be  more  compatible  with  the  American 
scene.  They  are  listening  to  their  critics 
so  they  can  refine  their  theology  to  make 
it  more  compatible  with  the  American 
mindset.” 

When  most  people  think  of  “Moonies.” 
they  think  of  young  adults  standing  on 
the  corners  selling  flowers,  sandwiches 
and  candy,  but  Mr.  Kliber  said  the 
church  is  seeking  the  “brightest  and 
best”  young  people  and  is  paying  all  their 
expenses  to  some  of  the  finest  ivy-league 
schools  in  the  nation. 

Abandoning  commune  image 

On  its  road  to  acceptability  in  the 
United  States  the  church  is  also  moving 
away  from  its  “commune”  image, 
according  to  Mr.  Kliber.  “Now  young 
adults  are  being  encouraged  to  get  the 
best  education  possible,  get  regular  jobs. 


and  move  into  neighborhoods  where  they 
are  to  start  neighborhood  churches.” 

Critics  of  Mr.  Moon  and  his  Unification 
Church  have  charged  that  scientists, 
philosophers  and  theologians  help  to  give 
stature  to  the  Korean  preacher  and  his 
activities  by  taking  part  in  his  inter¬ 
national  conferences.  Participants  like 
Mr.  Kliber  disagree,  saying  that  they  are 
good  opportunities  to  exchange  ideas 
with  respected  thinkers  in  a  variety  of 
fields.  Cost  of  the  Canary  Island 
conference  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Kliber 
to  be  at  least  $500,000.  “I  know  of  no  other 
church  in  the  history  of  religious 
development  which  has  paid  its  critics  to 
come  together.  I  think  their  purpose  is  to 
pick  our  brains  as  they  contemplate 
rewriting  ‘The  Divine  Principle,’  the 
‘bible’  of  the  Unification  Church.” 

Mr.  Kliber  said  he  did  hesitate  before 
accepting  their  invitation.  “I  did  ask 
myself  if  I  wanted  to  take  money  made 
by  youngsters  selling  flowers  and  sand¬ 
wiches  on  the  streets  in  order  to  attend 
such  a  lavish  event  but  decided  that  the 
money  would  be  better  spent  providing 
a  critical  response  to  the  church  than  if  it 
were  spent  on  brainwashing  techniques 
for  some  young  adults.” 

While  impressed  with  the  Unification 
Church  hosts  as  “friendly,  committed 
and  loving  persons,"  he  described  their 
theology  as  “warped”  because  “it  is 
pushed  through  a  highly  prejudicial 
crucible  of  the  teachings  of  the  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon.” 

He  is  most  disturbed  by  the  Christology 
of  the  Church.  “The  Unification  Church 
sees  God’s  first  plan  cut  short  when  Jesus 
was  prematurely  killed  by  the  Jews. 

They  believed  God  intended  for  Jesus 
to  marry  and  have  children  and  be  the 
model  lor  marriage  and  family.  Since 
that  ‘plan  A’  of  God  was  ruptured,  God 
then  turned  to  ‘plan  B,’  sending  Sun 
Myung  Moon  as  the  second  messiah,  the 
‘Lord  of  the  Second  Advent.’  He  and  his 
wife  are  therefore  considered  to  be  the 
‘true  parents.’ 


Mr.  Kliber’s  interest  in  the  Unification 
Church  began  when,  as  a  campus 
minister,  he  saw  persons  being  attracted 
to  the  movement.  He  soon  became  not 
only  a  vocal  critic  of  the  church  but  a 
reconciler  between  new  converts  and 
their  estranged  families.  Through  his 
acquaintance  with  a  convert  to  the 
Unification  Church,  he  visited  their 
seminary  at  Barrytown,  N.Y.,  in  the 
early  1970s. 

“I  was  surprised  to  find  in  the  library  a 
wide  array  of  religious  periodicals  and 
books  from  other  faiths  and 
denominations,”  he  recalls.  “Professors 
were  some  of  the  finest  theologians  from 
the  New  York  area  and  they  too 
represented  various  groups.  The 
students  were  not  only  encouraged,  but 
required,  to  read  books  and  periodicals 
from  other  faith  traditions.  There  was 
little  evidence  of  brain-washing.” 

Unimpressed  by  Moon 

He  was  unimpressed  by  Mr.  Moon 
when  he  first  met  him  at  a  banquet  in 
Missoula.  “It  was  an  extremely  fancy 
and  first-rate  event  sponsored  by  the 
Moonies  at  one  of  our  finest  eating 
places.  They  flew  in  70  Moonies  from  all 
over  the  world,  a  20- voice  choir  and  a 
string  quartet  all  in  formal  attire. 
Reverend  Moon  was  innocuous  and  his 
speech  unimaginative.  It  was  dull.” 

What  can  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  other  “main-line”  denominations  do 
to  counter  the  influence  of  the  Unification 
Church?  Mr.  Kliber  suggests  they  “do  a 
careful  job  of  training  and  preparing 
young  people  and  give  greater  support  to 
campus  ministries.”  1 

“We  need  to  attract  the  best  people 
possible  for  campus  ministry  jobs  and 
make  sure  our  campuses  provide  good 
Christian  education  opportunities,”  he 
said.  “Local  churches  should  also  put 
more  emphasis  on  confirmation  training 
so  our  young  people  going  to  college  are 
truly  informed,  concerned,  articulate 
and  committed.” 
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NCC  committee  warns 
licensing  journalists 
can  only  cause  trouble 


NEW  YORK  —  The  News  and 
Information  Committee  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  expressed  its 
opposition  to  proposals  for  licensing 
journalists  that  have  surfaced  during 
'  discussions  of  a  new  world  information 
and  communication  order. 

At  the  same  time,  the  committee 
acknowledged  that  “proposals  to  license 
journalists  are  but  one  small  part  of  a 
much  larger  effort  and  we  affirm  some 
other  objectives  of  this  effort  .  .  . 
Particularly  we  support  the  goal  of 
giving  full  opportunity  to  people  every¬ 
where  to  tell  their  own  story  to  their  own 
community  and  to  the  world.” 

“Licensing  journalists  is  not  an  appro¬ 
priate  solution  to  the  perceived  problem 
of  imbalanced  or  insensitive  news 
coverage  of  non-Westem  societies,” 
continued  the  committee  in  its  statement 
of  concern  adopted  during  the  group’s 
meeting  Sept.  16.  “Nor  does  it  offer 
‘protection’  to  journalists  working  in 
difficult  or  dangerous  conditions,  as 
some  proponents  have  suggested.” 

“Instead,”  said  the  committee, 
“licensing  journalists  creates  the 
frightening  possibility  that  journalists 
whose  reporting  displeases  the  licensing 
agent,  presumably  the  state,  could  have 
their  licenses  revoked,  their  voices 
stilled. 

“An  additional  danger,”  the  statement 
continued,  “exists  in  the  certainty  that 
news  reported  by  state-licensed 
journalists  will  be  perceived  as  less 
reliable,  less  believable  than  news 
reported  by  journalists  not  bound  to  a 
licensing  agent.  For  news  to  serve  the 
right  of  people  around  the  world  to  know 
as  much  as  possible  about  their 
environment,  it  must  remain 
unfettered.” 

The  push  for  a  new  world  information 


and  communication  order  grows  largely 
out  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  people  of 
developing  countries  with  Western 
domination  of  the  world’s  communi¬ 
cation  systems.  The  new  information 
order  calls  for  fundamental 
restructuring  of  present  patterns  of  news 
flow,  satellite  channel  availability,  radio 
frequency  distribution  and  other  issues. 
Most  of  the  debate  has  so  far  taken  place 
within  the  United  Nations  Educational, 
Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization 
(UNESCO)  and  other  United  Nations 
agencies. 

The  National  Council  committee  urged 
other  church  communicators  to  take  an 
active  role  in  the  new  information  order 
discussions.  “We  therefore  call  on 
communicators  in  denominations  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  in 
other  religious  groups  and  church 
councils  to  join  us,”  the  members  said, 
“in  opposing  proposals  for  licensing 
journalists;  in  supporting  efforts  that 
would  improve  world  channels  and 
audiences  for  alternative  journalism, 
particularly  from  the  developing  world, 
and  in  giving  serious  attention  to  careful 
and  responsible  study  of  the  other  issues 
raised  by  the  movement  for  a  new 
information  order.  ’  ’ 

“Undergirded  by  such  study,”  the 
committee  concluded,  “church 
communicators  should  continue  to  play 
an  active  role  in  this  discussion  lest 
decisions  about  the  future  of 
communications  be  made  without  the 
significant  values  and  insights  church 
communicators  offer.  ’  ’ 

The  committee,  which  includes  press 
officers  from  many  of  the  NCC’s  32 
member  communions,  meets  twice  a 
year  to  guide  the  work  of  the  Council’s 
Office  of  News  and  Information. 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Singles  get  ‘leper’  status 


Mural  of  Biblical  history  work  of  Kansas  art  professor 

MANHATTAN,  Kans.  —  Art  professor  Oscar  Larmer  (second  from  left)  of  Kansas  State  University  and  his  pastor,  the  Kev. 
Charles  Bennett,  admire  a  mural  by  Mr.  Larmer  which  was  hung  recently  in  a  stairwell  in  First  UMC  here  in  Manhattan.  The 
mural  depicts  major  moments  in  biblical  history.  It  centers  around  a  communion  table,  with  Old  Testament  events  on  the  left  side 
and  New  Testament  events  on  the  right  side.  Kansas  east  conference  photo 


Hyatt  victim  adopted 

Injured  in  the  Hyatt  Hotel  disaster  last 
summer  in  Kansas  City,  Mrs.  Shirley 
•Stover  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  has  been 
“adopted”  by  Belton  UMC  in  Kansas 
City.  Her  husband,  David,  died  in  the 
collapse  of  the  hotel  skywalks,  and  she 
suffered  broken  legs.  She  is  recovering 
from  surgery  in  a  Kansas  City  hospital. 
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History  of  Hymns 

Joyful  song 
comes  from 
Germany 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
When  morning  gilds  the  skies. 

My  heart  awaking  cries, 

May  Jesus  Christ  be  praised! 

Alike  at  work  and  prayer, 

To  Jesus  I  repair: 

May  Jesus  Christ  be  praised! 

At  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  where  the 
recent  wedding  of  Prince  Charles  and 
Lady  Diana  occurred,  this  hymn,  as  we 
know  it,  was  first  sung,  Copies  were 
distributed  to  the  congregation  in  leaflet 
form  and  the  organist  and  the  choir  led 
the  congregation  in  this  new  hymn  and 
tune. 

The  words  of  this  joyful  song  of  praise 
of  Jesus  Christ  are  rooted  in  a  Roman 
Catholic  hymnal  prepared  for  the  diocese 
of  Wurzburg,  Germany,  in  1828.  The 
author  of  the  German  text  is  unknown. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Caswall  was  a 
Church  of  England  minister  who 
converted  to  Catholicism  about  1850.  A 
poet  and  linguist,  Mr.  Caswall  wrote 
many  original  hymns  and  translated 
German  and  Latin  hymns  into  English. 
He  made  the  translation  of  “When 
Morning  Gilds  the  Skies”  in  1854. 

Fourteen  years  later  the  hymn 
appeared  with  the  present  tune  by 
Joseph  Bamby  and  then  was  sung  at  St. 
Paul’s.  In  public  acceptance,  Mr. 
Barnby’s  tune  has  surpassed  all  other 
tunes  which  have  been  written  for  this 
text. 

Mr.  Barnby,  educated  at  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Music,  was  one  of  the 
outstanding  church  musicians  of  his  day. 
He  served  as  organist  and  choirmaster  in 
London  churches  and  his  choirs  were 
always  recognized  as  being  the  finest  in 
the  city.  He  was  knighted  in  1892. 

Mr.  Bamby  wrote  much  music  for  the 
church,  including  246  hymn  tunes.  Of 
these,  no  more  than  a  half  dozen  remain 
in  our  hymnals  today,  and  the  tune  for 
this  hymn,  named  “Laudes  Domini,”  is 
perhaps  the  most  enduring. 

The  singing  of  the  hymn  can  be  an 
exhilarating  experience  when  the 
congregation  joins  hearts  and  voices  in 
joyful  praise  of  Jesus  Christ. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Revive  Us  Again" 


Dear  Deborah: 

Today's  churches  have  completely 
overlooked  the  issue  of  single  people. 
They  are  geared  to  married  couples.  So 
many  people  make  singles  feel  out  of 
place  and  unwelcome.  Was  that  God's 
will?  Wasn't  the  church  meant  for  ALL 
God’s  people? 

Singles  are  real  human  beings,  too, 
with  actual  feelings,  emotions  and 
physical  needs.  Singles  especially  need 
the  fellowship  and  supportive  love  of 
Christian  friends.  It  is  a  cold,  lonely 
"married  oriented"  world  out  there. 

Why  are  poeple  offended  by  singles  and 
why  do  singles  receive  the  treatment  of 
lepers  or  homosexuals?  Can't  a  person  — 
a  child  of  God  —  also  be  a  “whole,  unique 
person"  even  if  one  is  all  on  his/her  own? 
Why  should  society  force  people  into 
marriage  just  to  fulfill  the  image  of 
society  when  they  haven't  found  anyone 
whom  they  want  to  spend  the  rest  of  their 
lives  with?  Society  puts  them  through  an 
"internal  Hell."  Soon  even  the  strongest 
person  can  begin  to  doubt  his/her  own 
self-worth  and  feel  unworthy  —  even  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

It  makes  my  heart  so  sad  to  think  of 
how  many  lonely  people  enter  their 
apartments  on  Friday  evenings  after 
work  never  to  see  or  speak  to  another 
human  being  until  Monday  morning 
when  they  return  to  work.  Aren’t  we  all 
equal  in  God’s  sight  —  yet  singles  are 
made  to  feel  ashamed  of  themselves  and 
all  are  stereotyped. 


It  must  really  hurt  God  to  see  all  the 
lonely  people  thinking  the  world  has 
passed  them  by.  All  alone  in  a  world 
filled  with  emptiness  —  and  some  really 
even  wish  they’d  just  die. 

What  can  you,  and  your  church,  do  to 
deal  with  this  real  problem  —  here  and 
now?  Do  you  as  an  individual  face  it  and 
try  to  help  with  an  honest  Christian  spirit 
and  loving  Christian  support?  Or  do  you 
ignore  it,  hope  it  goes  away,  and  let  them 
continue  to  be  outcast,  to  cry  and  live  in  a 
lonely,  empty  world  all  alone? 

Let's  all  face  the  problem  together  — 
all  of  us  —  pray  about  it,  and,  with  God's 
help,  face  the  problem. 

A  Stranger  in  El  Paso  ; 

Dear  Stranger  in  El  Paso: 

If  your  provocative  letter  strikes  home 
as  hard  with  others  as  it  has  with  me 
there  ought  to  be  some  changes  made 
and  fast.  Singles  are  speaking  out  in  local 
churches  and  at  last  being  heard.  Our 
society  gets  in  quite  a  lather  over  doing  • 
supportive  things  for  families  but  we  • 
have  to  work  harder  at  meeting  the  - 
problems  of  the  singles.  Singles,  speak  ;• 
out!  Couples,  listen! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  ;■ 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal  ;■ 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and  * 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Write:  "Dear  ; 
Deborah"  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  * 
75222.  : 


Bible  ‘firsts’ puzzle 

By  EILEEN  McBETH 

Can  you  pinpoint  the  first  time  the  following  things  occurred  in  the  Bible? 

1.  Who  was  the  first  person  to  die  after  the  creation? 

2.  Who  was  the  first  bigamist  on  record? 

3.  Who  made  the  first  confession  of  murder? 

4.  Who  was  the  first  prisoner  of  war? 

5.  Who  was  the  first  man  named  by  the  Lord  before  his  birth? 

6.  Who  offered  the  first  recorded  prayer? 

7.  Who  was  the  first  person  to  weep? 

8.  Who  was  the  first  woman  whose  age  is  mentioned  in  the  Bible? 

9.  Who  erected  the  first  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  dead? 

10.  Who  was  the  first  exile  in  Bible  times? 

11.  Who  told  the  first  recorded  human  lie? 

12.  Who  was  the  first  person  to  die  a  natural  death? 

13.  Who  was  the  first  woman  to  have  leprosy? 

14.  Who  was  the  first  man  stoned  to  death? 

15.  By  whom  was  the  first  recorded  letter  written? 

16.  Who  was  the  first  person  to  commit  suicide? 

17.  Who  was  the  first  person  raised  from  the  dead? 

18.  Who  first  introduced  the  worship  of  idolatry  among  the  Jews? 

19.  Who  was  the  first  Jew  to  marry  a  gentile? 

20.  What  was  the  first  miracle  performed  by  Christ? 

21.  Who  was  the  first  Christian  martyr? 

22.  Who  was  the  first  Negro  converted  to  Christianity? 

23.  On  what  occasion  did  man  first  exercise  the  power  of  speech? 

24.  What  was  the  first  of  the  ten  plagues  of  Egypt? 

25.  Who  was  the  first  recorded  gentile  convert? 

ANSWERS 
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OCTOBER  2, 1981 


The  Louisiana  Conference 

looks  ahead 


Church  extension 


announced 


plans 

One  of  the  urgent  priorities  considered 
by  the  conference  session  last  June  was 
the  need  for  new  congregations  to  be 
organized  in  the  state.  Recent 
demographic  studies  have  shown  that 
shifting  population,  new  developments, 
and  changing  communities  have  made 
this  a  critical  need. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  Chairperson  of 
the  Committee  Church  Extension  for  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  reported  that 
10  million  dollars  could  be  used  with  good 
effect  to  purchase  new  sites  this  year. 

In  response  to  this,  a  new  program, 
called  Century  III  (in  recognition  of  the 
beginning  of  the  third  century  of 
methodism  in  the  United  States  in  1984) 
has  been  adopted. 

The  committee  met  with  members  of 
the  Larger  Cabinet  and  perfected  the 
following  program : 

1.  District  rallys  will  be  held  in  every 
district  during  the  period  of  February  22- 
March  5,  led  by  Bishop  Shamblin.  The 
rallys  will  be  held  to  present  the  need  of 
chuit*  extension  in  Louisiana  and  to 
solicit  support  for  Century  HI. 

2.  If  land  is  purchased  with  Century  III 
funds,  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
will  be  asked  to  serve  as  the  agent  of  the 
Church  Extension  Committee  in 
acquiring  title  to  the  land,  and  holding  it 


Income  Tax 
Workshop  for 
ministers  set 
in  January 

A  continuing  education  event  has 
been  scheduled  for  January  26th  in 
cooperation  with  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  Bill  Turner 
from  Dallas  Coachberry . 

The  one-day  workshop  will  be 
designed  to  help  ministers  learn 
about  doing  Income  Tax  Returns.  It 
will  be  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
from8:00a.m.  to5:00p.m. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House  is 
enlarging  its  services  for  the  church 
with  a  number  of  such  programs  and 
workshops.  This  one  will  utilize  the 
services  of  experts  from  Price- 
Waterhouse,  and,  according  to 
Turner,  “Will  be  a  top  caliber 
seminar.” 

As  soon  as  final  arrangements 
have  been  completed,  there  will  be 
an  opportunity  for  registration.  Only 
fifty  persons  will  be  able  to 
participate.  The  cost  is  expected  to 
be  between  $35  and  $50. 


School  of  Missions 

Local  church  councils  on  ministries 
ought  to  be  planning  for  the  three  Schools 
of  Christian  Missions  programs  which 
are  set  for  the  year.  There  are  persons  in 
every  district  who  attended  the 
Conference  School  of  Missions  and  who 
received  the  training  to  help  them  guide 
you  as  you  plan.  Some  of  them  are  very 
likely  in  your  church,  or  the  one  next 
door. 

There  are  also  a  good  number  of 
persons  in  the  conference  who  are 
recognized  as  outstanding  leaders  of 
Jurisdictional  Schools  of  Missions.  They 
are  the  ones  who  teach  in  programs  like 
the  one  at  Centenary  College  each 
summer.  If  you  know  one  of  them,  you  have 
an  invaluable  resource  at  your  disposal. 

The  geographical  study  is  Europe: 
Dimensions  of  Christian  Mission.  The 
main  text  for  it  is  Must  Walls  Divide ? 
■The  Creative  Witness  of  the  Churches  in 
‘Europe. 

Partners  in  Pluralism :  Cultural 
Differences  and  Christian  Responsibility 
5s  the  mission  theme.  This  study  in 
jecumenism  has  as  its  text:  Traveling 
Xight.  by  William  B.  McClain. 

1  The  Bible  Study  is  a  look  at  Isaiah  40- 
55,  and  the  text  for  it  is  Singing  the  Lord's 
!Song  by  Bruce  C.  Birch. 

;  There  is  a  very  helpful  article  on  pages 
5-11  of  the  current  Interpreter.  You  are 
likely  going  to  need  a  copy  of  “Guide  for 
Planning  Your  Mission  Studies,” 
available  from  the  Service  Center  for 

J60*. 


until  directed  to  convey  the  title  to  the 
new  congregation  by  the  committee. 

3.  The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
will  manage  gifts  of  money,  stocks, 
bonds,  or  land  given  through  the  Century 
III  program.  Such  funds  invested  by  the 
Foundation  will  be  used  as  directed  by 
the  committee  on  Church  Extension. 

4.  Allocation  for  land  purchased  will  be 
made  by  the  Church  Extension 
Committee,  acting  on  recommendation 
of  a  Cabinet.  The  Church  Extension 
Committee  may  request  the  Cabinet  to 
consider  a  particular  proposal  for  new 
churches. 

5.  When  Century  III  funds  are  used  in 
the  purchase  of  land,  the  selection  will  be 
made  by  committee  composed  by  the 
District  Superintendent  in  which  the  new 
church  is  to  be  located,  the  District 
Board  of  Church  Locations  and 
Buildings,  representatives  of  the  local 
congregation  if  organized,  and  a  sight 
selection  committee,  and/or  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Church 
Extension  Committee. 

6.  Funds  given  through  Century  III  will 
be  allocated  ONLY  to  new  churches. 
Funds  will  not  be  available  to  relocated 
congregations. 

7.  Land  acquired  through  Century  III 
funds  would  be  given  to  the  new 
congregation.  It  will  be  considered  a 
grant  and  not  a  loan  for  which  repayment 

Church  School  events 


Two  major  events  have  been  planned 
to  help  strengthen  Church  Schools  in  the 
conference.  One  of  them  is  slated  for 
March  12-13th  and  is  called  “Intro  80’s”. 

The  Intro  80’s  Workshop  will  be  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria.  Each  district  Council  on 
Ministries  has  been  asked  to  send  a  team 
of  three  persons  from  the  three  age 
levels,  for  a  total  team  of  nine  persons 
per  district,  to  the  workshop.  It  is 
anticipated  that  by  training  these  teams 
the  DCOM,  will  be  able  to  hold  sub¬ 
districts  workshops  after  the  conference 
one  is  completed  and  follow-up  training. 
It  will  be  up  to  the  DCOM  to  determine 
whether  the  teams  all  work  together  in 
each  area  or  are  sent  in  separate  groups 
to  parts  of  the  district  on  the  same  night. 

The  purpose  of  the  Intro  80’s  workshop 
is  to  introduce  all  of  the  new  material  to 
the  annual  conference.  The  new  revised 
Adult  Curriculum  has  been  introduced 
during  the  fall.  By  March,  the  newly 
revised  children  and  youth  material  will 
be  ready  for  distribution.  A  team  of 
persons  will  come  from  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  lead  the 
workshop  in  Alexandria  and  to  acquaint 
teams  with  what  has  been  done  so  far. 

The  second  major  event  is  planned  for 
the  Fall  of  1982.  It  will  beheld  in  two  parts 
of  the  state:  One  section  in  Ruston  and 
the  other  in  Baton  Rouge.  This  event  is  a 
Curricu-shop.  It  is  sponsored  by  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House  and  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  purpose  of  a  Curricu-shop  is  to 


For  the  second  year,  Centenary 
College  will  offer  a  program  of 
continuing  education  to  ministers  of  the 
conference. 

The  dates,  which  have  been  placed  on 
the  conference  calendar,  are  January, 
25-29th.  The  registration  fee  is  $75.00,  and 
enrollment  is  limited  to  30  persons. 

There  will  be  two  classes  offered. 
“Preaching  to  the  whole  congregation: 
faith  development  and  interpretation  of 
the  scripture”  will  be  taught  by  Dr. 
Clarence  Snelling  from  Iliff  School  of 
Theology.  Dr.  Snelling  is  a  member  of 


would  be  expected. 

8.  With  regard  to  the  Bob  Lay  1000  Club 
policies,  the  following  guidelines  were 
clarified  and  affirmed : 

(a)  The  selection  of  the  church  to 
receive  the  1000  Club  calls  will  be  made 
by  the  Church  Extension  Committee. 
Applications  for  the  1000  Club  assistants 
could  be  sent  to  the  Conference  1000 
Chairperson. 

(b)  There  will  be  three  calls  each  year 
(except  the  New  Orleans-Houma 
District,  which  will  only  two  calls  per 
year.)  The  first  two  calls  would  be  only 
for  new  churches.  The  third  call  would  be 
for  a  new  church  or  for  a  church 
suffering  from  a  disaster:  hurricane, 
flood,  fire,  etc. 

(c)  In  selecting  the  recipients  for  the 
1000  Club,  the  Church  Extension 
Committee  would  have  the  option  of 
selecting  one  church  to  receive  all  the 
calls  in  one  year,  or  selecting  a  different 
church  for  each  call.  This  conference 
year,  1981-82,  the  three  calls  are 
designated  for  St.  Andrews  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District. 

(d)  The  goal  for  the  three  calls  this 
year  is  $75,000;  the  goal  for  1982-83  is 
$150,000.  The  policy  allowing  a  district  to 
retain  1000  Club  funds  raised  in  excess  of 
their  district  quota  for  any  one  call  will 
remain  effective. 


V  W:j 


show  interested  United  Methodist  all  of 
the  curriculum  material  that  is  prepared 
by  the  church.  It  is  a  mammoth-size 
undertaking  and  usually  costs  the 
Publishing  House  a  great  deal  of  money. 
For  that  reason  few  conferences  are  able 
to  secure  one.  The  Board  of  Discipleship 
managed  to  persuade  representatives 
from  the  general  church  that  Louisiana 
not  only  needed  one,  but  that  two  of  these 
were  essential  to  do  the  job  well.  We 
anticipate  a  total  attendance  at  the 
Curricu-shop  of  some  600  persons. 

This  event  will  be  held  in  early  October 
in  1982.  It  will  be  for  persons  who  order 
literature,  teachers,  age  level 
coordinators,  pastors,  chairpersons  of 
the  work  area  on  education,  members  of 
the  COM,  members  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  interested 
parents,  and  pastors. 

There  will  be  workshops  on  four 
different  interests  areas  to  help  persons 
who  attend  learn  how  to  use  the 
Curriculum  with  are-puppets,  audio¬ 
visuals  and  the  like.  There  will  also  be 
workshops  for  different  age  level  groups. 
Those  who  attend  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  look  at,  handle,  and  ask 
questions  about  different  parts  of  the 
curriculum.  There  will  be  a  large  staff  of 
persons  from  Nashville  who  will  come  to 
act  as  consultants. 

Both  of  these  events  are  still  in  the 
formative  planning  stages,  but  your 
Council  will  want  to  make  plans  to  have 
representation  at  both. 


the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  is 
well  known  in  theological  Circles  of  the 
Church. 

The  second  course  is  entitled 
“Preparing  for  Lent.”  It  will  be  taught 
by  Dr.  John  Robers,  Pastor  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Brochures  with  information  and 
registration  procedure  are  to  be  mailed 
on  November  1st,  and  registration  will 
close  on  December  29th. 

If  you  should  need  more  information 
about  the  program,  contact  Rev.  Donald 
McDowell  at  Centenary  College. 


Curriculum  Workshops 
that  are  to  be  held 


Continuing  education 
course  set  for  pastors 


THE  ADVANCE 

Disciples  in  Partnership 
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1  _  | 

|  j jjM^M'Calendar | 

of  Events  | 

v  October  1981 

£  4  World  Communion  Sunday  £ 

6  Methodist  Children’s  Home  § 

Board  Meeting  £ 

S»  9-11  Campus  Ministry  Retreat  and  $ 

Board  of  Higher  Education  j: 

£  and  Campus  Ministry 

meeting,  Camp  Brewer  £ 

£  11  Laity  Day 

•j  27  Workshop  for  Supervising  £ 

Pastors,  Alexandria,  BOM 
£  30  Theological  Reflection  for  & 

Pay  Class,  BOM  £ 

I  l 

X  November  1981  :j; 

S  Visits  to  Seminary  by  BOM  £ 

£  1  Day  of  Appreciation  for  the  £ 

Role  of  Women  in  United 
£  Methodism  -  COSROW  £ 

£  2-3  TV  Workshop,  FUMC,  £ 

£  Shreveport  x 

6-8  Junior  High  Weekend  -  Caney 

£  Conference  Centre  £ 

£  26  Thanksgiving  Day 

£  29  United  Methodist  Student 

v  Day  X 

¥  x 

December  1981  £ 

£  15  Certification  Applications  to  £ 

Bd.  of  Diaconal  Ministers  * 

£  DUE  £ 

x  20  Good  Samaritan  Offering  $ 

LAST  DAY  TO  SUBMIT  £ 

<  VOUCHERS  FOR  X 

X  PAYMENT  x 


£  January  1982  £ 

£  4  Last  day  for  money  sent  to  i» 

Conference  Office.  End  of  £ 

£  fiscal  year.  $ 

£  9-March  13  £ 

Local  Pastor’s  School 
£  12  District  Audits,  Baton  Rouge  i 

£  Districts  £ 

112-13  La.  Interchurch  Conference,  | 

Baton  Rouge 

13  District  Audits,  New  Orleans  £: 

Districts  £ 

14  District  Audits,  Monroe  and  £ 

Alexandria  Districts  £: 

15  District  Audits,  Ruston  and  £ 

Lake  Charles  Districts 
15  District  Audits,  Ruston  and  £ 

Lake  Charles  Districts 
18  District  Audit,  Shreveport  £ 

District  x 

ft  22  CFA-10:00  £ 

£  Foundation  - 12:00 

X  22-23  Convocation  of  Boards 

£  25-29  Centenary  Study  Week  £ 

£  26  Income  Tax  Workshop  for  £ 

JS  Clergy -8:00  to  5:00,  First  £: 

UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


Looking  ahead 

You  ought  to  be  thinking  about  the 
church  celebration  of  Advent  in  the  very 
next  council  on  ministries  meeting. 
There  are  some  very  good  suggestions  in 
the  current  issue  of  the  Interpreter  which 
you  might  want  to  look  over  carefully. 
The  list  of  things  is  not  exhaustive,  of 
course;  it  is  only  meant  “to  prime  the 
pump”  are  get  you  started  on  other 
ideas. 

This  is  also  the  time  of  the  year  to 
begin  planning  Thanksgiving  services. 
Some  communities  do  this  on  an 
ecumenical  basis,  even  pooling  the 
offering  for  a  project  that  affects  the 
whole  town.  If  you  are  going  to  do 
something,  it  ought  to  be  planned  very 
soon. 

The  Conference  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  has  announced  a  very 
important  workshop  for  ministers  in  the 
conference  who  have  been  certified  as 
“Supervising  Pastors.”  These  are  the 
clergy  who  assist  persons  who  are  going 
through  the  Candidacy  program  on  the 
way  to  becoming  a  minister  of  the 
church.  It  is  a  time  for  helping  the  person 
to  think  through  their  call  to  preach  and 
to  discuss  the  role  of  a  minister.  This  is 
the  first  step,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
local  church  Pastor  Parish  Relations 
Committee,  toward  the  long  path  of 
becoming  a  full  member  of  the 
conference.  There  are  ministers  across 
the  conference  who  have  been  certified; 
and  now  they  must  attend  a  workshop  at 
First  UMC, Alexandria  for  a  bit  more 
training,  so  that  they  will  be  kept  fresh 
and  alert  in  their  work  with  these 
persons.  The  program  will  be  held  from 
9:00  a.m.  until  5:00  p.m.  Tuesday, 
October  27  th. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  sponsoring  a  workshop  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi  on  November  9-10th 
for  persons  in  United  Methodist 
Institutions.  There  will  be  representa¬ 
tives  from  our  Conference  Committee 
on  Health  and  Welfare  and  the  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  conference. 


Day  of  appreciation 
for  the  role  of  women 
in  United  Methodism 


All  Pastors  in  the  conference  have 
been  mailed  a  packet  of  materials  to  help 
Councils  of  Ministries  to  plan  a 
celebration  for  Sunday,  November  1st. 
The  celebration,  sponsored  by  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women-(COSROW),  is  designed  to 
mark  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  full 
ordination  of  women  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

A  letter  enclosed  in  the  packet  notes 
three  expectations  for  the  day:  (1)  to 
celebrate  the  role  of  women  in  the  past  in 
the  hope  for  the  full  participation  of 
women  in  the  life  of  the  community  of 
faith  in  the  future,  (2)  to  allow  women  an 
opportunity  to  speak  from  our  pulpits, 
telling  their  stories  of  faith,  service  and 
church  membership,  and  (3)  to  broaden 
the  awareness  of  our  congregations  to 
the  presence  of  women  not  only  in  the 
history  of  methodism  but  also  the  life  of 
the  church  today  and  the  upbuilding  of 
the  church  for  the  future. 

COSROW  is  urging  that  women  fill  the 
pulpits  of  Louisiana  United  Methodist  on 
November  1st,  and  that  they  be  invited  to 
assist  during  the  Communion  Service. 

A  number  of  helpful  items  are  included 
in  the  packet.  There  is  an  order  of 
worship  of  a  Celebration,  a  list  of 


The  Church  at  work 


What  is 


An  event  which  is  sponsored  by  the 
Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries  will 
be  of  special  interest  to  local  church 
councils  on  ministries.  The  program  is 
entitled:  “THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK  - 
WHATT  IS  MY  JOB?”  It  will  be  held  in 
Dallas,  at  the  Executive  Inn,  on 
December  3-4  th. 

District  superintendents  from  across 
the  jurisdiction  have  been  asked  to 
recruit  teams  from  their  districts  to 
attend  the  program.  These  teams  would 
then  be  expected  to  assist  in  district 
programs  that  will  help  your  council  to 
know  how  to  do  its  job. 

Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Jurisdictional  Council 
on  Ministries,  said,  “There  will  be  one 
section  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church.  Emphasis  will  also  be  placed  on 


suggested  hymns,  litanies,  several 
articles  of  background  material,  and 
some  short  biographical  statements 
about  great  women  in  our  churches’ 
history. 

Many  local  churches  will  find  that  the 
resource  list  for  church  libraries  is 
helpful,  as  well  as  a  list  of  audio  visual 
materials  that  are  available  from  the 
Conference  Resource  Center. 

Perhaps  the  most  meaningful  piece  of 
material  is  a  small  brochure  in  the 
center  of  the  packet.  It  lists  the  women  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  who  are 
ordained,  those  who  are  probationers 
and  part-time  local  pastors.  There  are 
three  other  persons  who  are  ordained 
deacon  at  the  last  annual  conference, 
five  who  are  ordained  elder,  and  four 
who  are  seminarians.  Louisiana 
Conference  has  six  diaconal  ministers 
and  one  other  who  is  preparing  to  be  a 
diaconal  minister. 

Before  the  next  meeting  of  your 
Council  on  Ministries/ Administrative 
Council,  ask  your  minister  for  the  packet 
so  that  you  can  assign  the  program  to  the 
proper  group.  The  packet  is  yellow,  and 
has  a  butterfly  on  the  cover,  with  a 
captain  “A  Day  of  Appreciation.” 


My  Job? 

the  function  of  the  Administrative 
Council  which  is  being  used  most 
extensively  by  the  smaller  membership 
churches.” 

Some  of  the  leaders  for  the  program 
include  Dr.  Roy  Ryan,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship;  Dr.  Warren  Hartman, 
Associate  General  Secretary,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship;  Dr.  Kenneth 
McIntosh,  Field  Representative,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  William  J. 
Miller,  Associate  General  Secretary, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship;  and 
others. 

The  registration  procedure  is  in  the 
hands  of  district  superintendents  and 
District  Councils  on  Ministries.  It  is 
expected  that  these  teams,  returning  to 
their  areas,  will  have  a  major  part  in 
helping  persons  know  their  job  better. 


Satellite  program 
set  for  conference 


The  satellite  network  which  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport 
has  established  will  have  some  very 
far-reaching  implications  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  The 
congregation  has  also  accepted  as  its 
mission  to  make  possible  the  use  of 
this  network  for  conference 
programming. 

If  a  sufficient  number  of  down¬ 
link  stations  (the  dish-shaped  appa¬ 
ratus  on  the  ground  to  receive 
the  signal  from  the  satellite)  can 
be  established  in  sub-district  areas, 
it  will  be  possible  to  train  any 
number  of  leaders  for  any  partic¬ 
ular  subject  which  we  have  need. 
For  example,  one  of  the  urgent 
needs  wnicn  we  nave  is  continuing 
education  for  ministers.  Suppose  you 
could  bring  a  top-flight  theologian  to 
the  station  in  Shreveport,  gather  all 
the  ministers  of  the  conference  in  sub¬ 
district  groups  (twenty  minutes  from 
their  homes),  and  allow  them  to  share 
in  the  theologian’s  message.  And 
suppose  it  were  possible  for  each 
person,  scattered  all  across  the  state, 
to  ask  questions  of  the  lecturer,  and  to 
have  him  respond.  This  kind  of 
technique  is  now  possible. 

In  preparation  for  this  new 
ministry,  200  ministers  of  the 
conference  are  being  invited  to  a 
special  television  workshop  to  be  held 
at  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  November 
2-3rd.  Each  district  superintendent 
has  been  asked  to  furnish  the  names 


of  25  ministers  from  the  district,  and 
they  are  the  ones  being  invited.  Any 
other  minister  who  might  be 
interested  in  the  program,  ought  to 
contact  their  superintendent. 

The  workshop  will  begin  at  noon  on 
Monday,  November  2nd.  The  reason 
for  such  a  beginning  is  that  this  is  the 
time  when  the  teachers  meet  at 
FUMC,  Shreveport  each  week  for  a 
preview  of  the  next  Sunday’s  lesson. 
They  review  the  material  and  discuss 
the  methods  of  presentation.  One  of 
the  immediate  benefits  for  a  church 
which  installs  a  “down-link”  would  be 
access  to  this  same  program  for  their 
local  church. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  will 
be  charged  with  responsibility  for 
conference  programming  on  the  new 
network,  when  it  is  initiated.  The 
Committee  has  also  asked  Dr.  Dykes 
and  members  of  his  staff  to  introduce 
the  new  network  to  the  conference  by 
presenting  a  program  to  the  opening 
session  of  the  Convocation  of  Boards 
in  January. 

Ministers  who  attend  the  November 
workshop  are  being  asked  to  provide 
their  own  transportation  and  housing. 
It  is  hoped  that  most  will  carpool  with 
a  group,  and  that  many  will  plan  to 
room  together  so  that  the  cost  will  not 
be  quite  so  great. 

The  workshop  will  conclude  at  11 : 00 
a.m.  on  Tuesday,  November  3rd. 
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Nolley  Church  Prepares  Land 


By  DONNY  LAITOLA1S 
District  Conservationist, 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
•  ;  Our  land  is  a  creation  of  God,  and  its 
condition  is  a  reflection  of  man’s  care. 

:  With  this  in  mind,  the  members  of  the 
Nolley  Memorial  Church  at  Jena  have 
been  doing  God’s  will  on  their  land  for 
three  and  a  half  years. 

For  many  years  the  church  had  owned 
four  acres  of  unmanaged  woodland  in 
back  of  the  church  building.  The  land 
was  never  used,  and  most  of  the 
members  did  not  realize  that  it  was  part 
pf  the  church  property. 

Actually,  the  land  was  being  wasted. 

’  “We  decided  we  could  not  let  four 


acres  of  valuable  land  go  to  waste,”  said 
Jane  Baker,  church  member. 

“So  we  formed  a  committee  to  study 
the  situation.” 

After  several  discussions,  it  was 
decided  that  a  place  for  young  and  old 
members  to  pray  and  worship  God  in  the 
out-of-doors  would  be  developed. 

The  idea  of  using  the  four  acres  of 
woodland  for  an  outdoor  sanctuary 
seemed  to  fit  the  needs  of  the  church  and 
its  members,  so  in  March  1978  plans 
were  made  to  build  an  outdoor 
sanctuary. 

The  first  step  taken  was  the 
organization  of  work  groups.  The 
members  divided  themselves  into 


groups,  and  Saturdays  were  proclaimed 
work  days. 

The  church  received  assistance  on 
this  project  from  the  U.S.  Soil 
Conservation  Service  by  contacting  the 
LaSalle  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
District  Office.  Soil  Conservation  Service 
conservationists  helped  mark  a 
conservation  trail,  select  trees  to  be  cut 
and  identify  plants. 

“Being  surrounded  by  nature  and 
being  able  to  feel  the  presence  of  God  just 
cannot  be  replaced,”  said  Baker. 

“To  enhance  this  atmosphere,  certain 
spots  were  selected  and  cleared  with 
seats  installed  to  serve  as  worship  areas. 
This  gives  members  of  our  church  a 


Acres 


chance  to  worship  God  in  His  paradise.” 

The  building  of  this  sanctuary  was  not 
easy  ;  it  took  a  united  effort  by  members 
of  the  congregation  of  the  church. 

The  outdoor  sanctuary  was  named  in 
memory  of  Harold  Corley  and  was 
opened  for  use  Easter  Sunday,  1981. 

The  land  was  created  for  man’s  use; 
and  it  was  not  intended  to  be  abused. 
Turning  four  acres  of  unmanaged 
woodland  into  an  outdoor  sanctuary  is 
good  land  management. 

For  this  effort  the  Nolley  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been  cited 
for  its  outstanding  conservation  work  by 
the  LaSalle  Soil  and  Water  Conservation 
District. 


Adult  Ministry  Conference 
Set  in  N.  Little  Rock 

“Shaping 


“Shaping  Comprehensive  Adult 
Ministry”  is  the  designated  theme  for  a 
regional  conference  which  will  usher  in  a 
new  era  of  comprehensive  Adult 
Ministry  in  the  Church,  March  22-25  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

The  conference  will  offer  insights 
about  the  life-confronting  issues  adults 
face  —  insights  into  personal  faith 
journeys,  the  need  to  re-establish  moral 
foundation  and  values,  insights  into  the 
developmental  progression  that  occurs 
in  adulthood. 

The  conference  will  also  deal  with  the 
basics  of  recruiting  and  training 
volunteers,  learn  to  identify  and  meet  the 
needs  of  adults  in  all  ages  and  stages  and 
have  an  opportunity  to  stand  at  the  front 
edge  of  new  developments  in  adult  work. 

Promotions  for  the  event  say 
brochures  will  be  in  the  conference  office 
soon  and  the  event  will  be  organized  to 
receive  teams  of  persons  from  local 
churches,  districts  and  conferences. 

The  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville, 
Term.,  with  the  Louisiana,  Oklahoma, 
Little  Rock,  Mississippi,  North 
Mississippi,  Memphis  and  North 
Arkansas  conferences. 

>  THE  FEATURED  leaders  for  the 
event  will  be  Mary  E.  Moore  of 
Claremont  College  and  Clarence 
Schnelling  of  Iliff  College. 

Interest  groups  for  the  conference  will 
include  Senior  Adult  work,  Models  for 
Adult  Ministry,  Young  Adults  Ministry, 
Ethnic  Adult  Ministries,  Choosing  and 
Using  Curriculum,  Media  and  the 
Church,  Music  and  Worship  and  Film 
Previews. 

Also  included  are  Adult  Sharing 


****** 


Gomprefi.en.sive 


cAdult^cM  inis  try  ” 


Groups,  New  Ways  to  Study  Bible, 
Marriage  Enrichment  Ideas,  Adult 
Sexuality  Program  Models,  Publicizing 
and  Evangelizing  Singles  in  the  Church, 
Values  Clarification,  and  Adult  Opportu¬ 


nities  in  the  Small  Church. 

Adult  Learning  Center,  Organizing  the 
Adult  Council,  Recruit  and  Train 
Volunteers,  Foundations  for  Teaching 


and  Learning,  Discovering  Personal 
Theology,  Intergenerational 
Opportunities  and  Curriculum  Samples 
are  some  of  the  interest  groups  to  be  had 
at  the  regional  event. 


Balfour  to  Speak  at  V A 
On  Medicine  and  Religion 


Dr.  Balfour  M.  Mount,  director  of  the 
Palliative  Care  Service  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hospital  and  McGill  University 
in  Montreal,  Canada,  will  speak  at  the 


Ninth  Annual  Seminar  on  Religion  and 
Medicine  sponsored  by  the  Chaplain 
Service  of  the  Veterans  Administration 
Medical  Center. 

Mount  will  speak  Thursday,  Oct.  15 
from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Topics  will  be  “Introduction  to  Death 
and  Dying  Services  in  the  Acute  Care 
Hospital,”  and  “Burnout/Staff 
Training,”  according  to  L.  M.  Frazier, 
director. 

Mount  is  internationally  known  for  his 
work  in  oncology  and  has  lectured  in 
numerous  countries,  including  the  USSR. 
His  medical  writings  number  over  fifty, 
several  of  which  have  been  devoted  to 
Hospice  Care,  a  relatively  new  approach 
in  the  care  of  the  terminally  ill  patient. 


He  has  participated  in  films  and  tape 
recordings  which  are  widely  used  in  the 
medical  field  in  treatment  of  cancer 
patients. 

His  honors  and  awards  are  numerous 
including  the  Queen’s  Silver  Jubilee 
Medal,  1979. 

Mount  is  a  dynamic  speaker  whose 
subject  should  have  wide  appeal  to 
health  care  people  of  this  area. 

The  seminar  is  open  to  area  medical 
personnel,  clergy,  social  workers  and 
other  interested  persons  in  the  health 
care  field. 

No  registration  fee  is  required. 

Registration  will  begin  at  8:30  a.m.  in 
Room  2-W-47  at  the  VA  Medical  Center  in 
Shreveport,  La. 


Dr.  Balfour  M.  Mount 
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Ruth  Carter 
Honored  By 
First  Street  UMW 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  honored  Ruth 
G.  Carter  with  a  fellowship  luncheon 
August  22  at  11  a.m. 

The  theme  for  the  luncheon  was 
“Reflections  On  a  Life  of  Service.” 

Program  participants  included 
Margaret  Mielke  (District 
President),  Truman  Ward,  0.  W. 
Christopher,  Fletcher  Dixon  and  J. 
Vemita  Booker.  These  persons 
beautifully  reflected  on  the  life  of 
service  Carter  has  given  to  women’s 
work  in  her  local  church,  on  the 
district  and  conference  levels  and  in 
the  former  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Special  Music  was  provided  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  chorus  of 
First  Street. 

The  special  offering  taken  at  the 
luncheon  will  go  to  the  Ruth  G. 
Carter  auxiliary  at  People’s 
Methodist  Community  Center. 
Among  those  persons  present  and 
sharing  in  the  festivities  was  Carol 
McGowan,  Carter’s  daughter  from 
Houston,  Texas.  McGowan  was 
presented  with  a  floral  arrangement 
to  give  to  Carter  as  she  is  ill  in 
Houston. 


Around  the  Conference 


(Jhrisfian 


The  Rev.  Edward  A.  Kennedy  died  Sept.  17, 1981. 

Kennedy  was  badly  burned  in  an  accident  on  Sept.  9. 

He  had  been  serving  as  the  pastor  at  Asbury  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  New  Orleans  and  also  as  the  assistant  Vice 
President  for  Rehabilitation  and  Provost  for  Campus 
Operations  at  Delgado  College  in  New  Orleans. 

N.O.-Slidell  Offices 
Move  to  FUMC 

The  New  Orleans-Slidell  District  office  is  now  located  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans. 

The  address  for  this  new  location  is  3401  Canal  Street,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70119. 

The  new  telephone  number  for  the  location  is  488-5431. 

All  Dillard  Nursing 
Grads  Pass  Exam 

All  of  17  —  of  the  1981  Dillard  University’s  nursing  graduates 
made  passing  scores  when  they  took  the  State  Board 
Examination  for  licensure. 

Scores  recently  released  represent  an  increase  of  30  percent 
over  the  passing  rate  for  the  previous  year. 

The  nursing  graduates’  100  percent  passing  performance  on 
the  examination  is  indicative  of  Dillard’s  stringent  academic 
standards  in  the  recruitment  and  retention  of  nursing  students. 

La.  Student 
Named  Scholar 

DALLAS,  TEXAS  (SMU)  -  Michael  Todd  Bunnell  from  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  among  15  Southern  Methodist 
students  named  1981-82  United  Methodist  Scholars. 

Bunnell,  a  sophomore,  is  a  member  of  the  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Slidell,  La.  and  is  a  pre-med  major  at  SMU. 

The  15  scholarships,  announced  by  the  Office  of  the  Chaplain 
at  SMU,  are  made  possible  by  a  Scholarship  Fund  raised  in 
local  churches  each  November  in  National  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  collections. 

The  scholars  will  be  honored  at  University  worship  services 
at  Perkins  Chapel  Nov.  22,  at  11  a.m. 


La.  Memorial 
UMW  Active 


The  Louisiana  Memorial  United  Methodist  Women  are 
recognizing  service  occupations  which  many  of  the  church 
members  hold  in  Opelousas. 

The  most  recent  program  was  presented  by  Lee  Taylor,  a 
special  education  para-professional.  She  told  of  the  many 
services  provided  students  requiring  special  education  in  St. 
Landry  Parish  —  especially  those  at  the  Occupational  Training 
School  where  she  has  worked  for  eight  years. 

A  slide  presentation  accompanied  the  speech. 
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Bail  bond  incident  in  Oklahoma: 
a  classic  case  of  good  looking  bad 


For  persons  who  believe  in  the  cause  of 
Christian  unity  and  interdenominational 
cooperation,  incidents  like  those  recently 
reported  involving  the  Ecumenical 
Minority  Bail  Bond  Fund  in  Oklahoma 
are  heartbreaking  (see  TM/UMR,  Oct. 
2). 

The  Ecumenical  Bail  Bond  Fund  was 
created  in  1976  by  agencies  within  nine 
Protestant  denominations  to  help  protect 
the  constitutional  rights  of  poor,  socially 
or  politically  active  racial  minority 
people  “who  ^are  not  permitted  bail  on 
the  same  basis  as  persons  from  the 
majority  community.”  Few 
knowledgeable  persons  would  be 
prepared  to  deny  that  the  setting  of 
excessive  bail  has  been  a  frequent 
method  of  racial  discrimination  in  the 
past.  Hence,  the  fund’s  purpose  is  quite 
valid.  And  during  its  five-year  life,  not 
one  cent  from  the  bail  bond  fund  has  been 
forfeited. 

The  way  the  Bail  Bond  Fund  is  set  up 
and  administered,  however,  leaves  its 
decision-making  board  functionally 
accountable  to  no  one.  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  created  the  fund, 
and  continues  to  provide  part-time 
staffing  to  administer  it,  but  the  NCC 
.  maintains  no  say  regarding  specific  uses 
of  the  fund.  Those  decisions  are  made  by 
an  ll-member  board  of  paid  staff  persons 
from  the  sponsoring  denominational 
agencies.  Those  persons  are  not  required 
to  report  and/or  justify  their  actions, 
however,  until  long  after  the  fact. 

Any  such  setup  —  involving  a  near- 
autonomous  bureaucracy  drawn  from 
other  bureaucracies  —  is  virtually 
certain  to  take  actions  which  will  create 
alientation  among  “grassroots"  church 
members. 

In  this  case,  it  resulted  in  a  specific 
action  being  taken  in  Oklahoma  with  the 


full  knowledge  and  support  of  the  local 
head  of  the  Episcopal  church.  There  was 
no  effort  made,  however,  to  inform  the 
United  Methodist  leaders  there  of  what 
was  being  done  and  why.  Consequently, 
they  learned  about  it  when  they  started 
receiving  angry  phone  calls  from 
persons  demanding  to  know  why  their 
church  was  involved  in  providing  bail 
money  to  release  a  woman  convicted  of 
first-degree  manslaughter.  These 
leaders  were  put  in  the  untenable 
position  of  having  no  knowledge  base 
from  which  either  to  explain,  defend,  or 
express  opposition  to  the  bail  bond 
action.  There  is  no  way  to  count  the  cost 
of  this  snafu  in  lost  trust  and  support,  but 
it  must  be  regarded,  at  the  very  least,  as 
a  public  relations  disaster  for  the  NCC 
and  for  United  Methodists. 

What  this  incident  offers  is  a  classic 
case  of  a  valid,  well-intentioned  effort 
which  is  worthy  of  support  being 
administered  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it 
appear  invalid,  poorly  conceived  and 
worthy  of  repudiation.  It  provides  tragic 
evidence  as  to  why  “ecumenical”  is 
looked  upon  as  a  bad  word  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  as  an  evil 
organization,  by  many  Christians.  And  it 
demonstrates  why  ‘‘greater 
accountability”  has  been,  and  must 
continue  to  be,  an  item  high  on  the 
agenda  of  United  Methodists  and 
members  of  other  “mainline”  Protestant 
denominations. 

If  national  denominational  and 
ecumenical  leaders  want  to  be  trusted  by 
those  who  provide  them  financial  support 
and  positions  from  which  to  operate,  then 
it  is  essential  that  appropriate 
administrative  measures  be  taken  to 
make  it  clear  that  such  trust  is  not  taken 
for  granted. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


If  we  are  not  critical  of 
injustice  we  are  doomed 


To  the  Editor: 

Every  week  I  read  each  one  of  the 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  to  remind  myself 
of  the  wide  diversity  of  opinions  and 
experiences  of  United  Methodists;  to 
learn  from  them;  and  to  experience  a 
gamut  of  emotions  —  surprise,  interest, 
dismay,  joy.  I  really  try  to  do  this  with  an 
open  mind,  mindful  of  our  pluralism,  and 
I’ve  never  reacted  enough  to  any  letter  to 
write  one  myself. 

Now  I’m  reacting.  In  the  Sept.  18  issue 
someone  has  taken  exception  to  editorial 
“criticism  of  President  Reagan  and  his 
Administration.”  Please  continue  whfit  I 
consider  to  be  constructive  criticism,  for 
the  freedom  to  be  critical  of  those  things, 
persons,  and  institutions  which  we  love 
enough  to  criticize  is  the  very  heart  of 
this  nation. 

There  are  many  of  us  “church  going 
United  Methodists"  (quoting  the  letter) 
who  care  so  much  about  this  country  and 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  justice  that  we 
are  being  critical  of  this  Administration, 
as  we  have  been  of  other 
Administrations.  As  Christians  we  must 
follow  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  care 
when  the  rights  of  others  are  violated  — 
the  hungry,  the  unhoused,  the 
malnourished,  the  unloved,  the  persons 
with  handicapping  conditions,  those  who 
are  poor  for  any  reason  —  or  for  no 
reason  —  the  refugees,  the  powerless  of 
any  age  or  race.  Most  of  all  we  must  care 
about  life  —  about  the  lives  of  all  people 
and  their  right  to  live  —  which  brings  us 
into  the  area  of  world  peace  and 
disarmament. 

I  keep  reading  about  those  who  are 
“pro-life”  and  I  agree  ...  I  certainly  am 
“pro-life”  —  I’m  for  the  life  of  our  forests 
and  oceans,  our  deserts  and  cities;  for 
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the  children  of  this  land  who  deserve 
decent  food  and  housing;  and  I’m  “pro¬ 
life”  enough  to  be  anti-neutron  bombs! 

If  we  ever  stop  being  critical  of 
injustice  when  we  see  it,  we  are  doomed, 
as  a  country,  as  whole  persons,  and 
certainly  as  caring  Christians. 

Marvel  Walter 
El  Cerrito,  California 

God  knows  the  answers 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  picture  and  article 
regarding  Voyager  2  passing  Saturn  in 
the  Sept.  11  issue. 

It  is  interesting  that  scientists  have 
learned  a  little  more  about  the  great 
planet  Saturn  —  all  of  which  God  knew  all 
the  time.  He  knows  of  Saturn’s  beginning, 
what  forms  its  rings,  and  all  the  things 
scientists  will  never  be  able  to  discover.  It 
should  strengthen  our  faith  in  Him. 

Mrs.  Carl  M.  Berridge 
Flughing,  Ohio 

Small  churches  have 
administrative  options 
To  the  Editor: 

Please  call  everyone’s  attention  to  an 
action  by  the  1980  General  Conference 
which  allows  the  administrative 
structure  of  small  membership  local 
churches  to  be  streamlined.  This  should 
be  of  particular  interest  to  pastors, 
nominating  committee  members  and 
District  Superintendents.  The  provisions 
of  the  change,  allowing  for  an 
Administrative  Council,  are  listed  in  the 
1980  Book  of  Discipline,  Paragraph  245.1, 
a  through  e.  The  Majority  of  our  United 
Methodist  congregations  nationally  and 
in  our  Louisville  annual  conference  fall 
in  this  category,  so  this  provision  should 
be  of  special  interest  to  them.  They 
should  note  that  it  is  to  be  made  by  the 
Charge  Conference. 

The  advantage  of  this  change  is  that  it 
allows  us  to  combine  two  bodies  —  the 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Administrative  Board  —  into  one  —  the 
Administrative  Council.  We  can 
streamline  the  fundings,  eliminate  extra 
meetings,  and  enable  the  local  church  to 
work  more  smoothly.  Many  of  our 
smaller  churches  already  have  switched 
to  an  Administrative  Council  with  good 
results.  Every  church  has  the  privilege  of 
using  this  option  if  it  has  200  or  fewer 
members,  and  even  larger  churches  can 
use  it  too.  Naturally  the  pastors,  nom¬ 
inating  committees,  and  District  Super¬ 
intendents  must  be  prepared  to  imple¬ 
ment  this  change  at  the  Charge  Confer¬ 
ence  if  it  is  desired  this  year. 

John  W.  Lewis 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Mini-computer  programs 

for  church  records  sought 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  an  appeal  for  help  or 
information. 

My  husband  and  son  —  both  Civil 
Engineers  —  are  considering  purchasing 
an  Apple  II  home  computer  for  use  in  our 
business. 

Since  I  am  Financial  Secretary  of  our 
church,  they  are  also  looking  at  the 
possibility  of  computerizing  the  church 
offering  system  for  an  easier  and  more 
efficient  task  for  me. 

If  there  is  anyone  with  such  a  program 
in  use  who  would  be  willing  to  share  any 
hints.  I  would  appreciate  hearing  from 
them.  Also,  when  we  get  our  system 
working,  we  would  be  happy  to  share 
ideas  with  other  interested  Financial 
Secretaries. 

Janet  S.  Gardell 
Wappingers  Falls,  New  York 

EDITOR’S  NOTE.  Responses  may  be 
sent  to  Mrs.  Gardell  c/o  TM/UMR  and 
they  will  be  forwarded. 


Survey  reveals  ‘personal  crisis’  among  UMs 

By  SHARON  MIELKE  encountering  these  crises  in  pastoral 

Managing  Editor  counseling. 

The  extent  to  which  some  600  United  The  rate  at  which  pastors  reported 
Methodists  reported  personal  experience  providing  counseling  and  the  rate  at 
with  some  of  life’s  most  traumatic  which  UM  respondents  reported 
happenings  in  a  recent  TM/UMR  reader-  experiences  of  these  crises  is  almost  the 
survey  stunned  ministers  at  the  same  with  only  a  few  exceptions.  This 
Michigan  Area  pastor’s  school  where  the  high  rate  of  correspondence  suggests 
results  were  first  reported.  ministers  are  usually  meeting  the  crisis 

This  is  what  the  results  revealed:  needs  of  their  members. 

•  One  out  of  every  14  female  The  exceptions  —  where  pastors  are 

respondents  had  been  raped ;  reporting  significantly  lower  numbers  of 

•  One  out  of  every  10  men  and  women  counseling  occasions  —  are  in  the  areas  of 

respondents  experienced  sexual  abuse  separation  and  divorce,  sexual 
and/or  incest  as  a  child;  harassment  on  the  job,  care  of  elderly, 

•  One  out  of  17  was  physically  abused  chronically  ill  or  handicapped  relatives 

as  a  child;  and  emotional  and  verbal  abuse  by  a 

•  One  out  of  3.5  are  divorced  or  spouse, 

separated;  On  the  other  hand,  pastors  seem  to  be 

•  One  out  of  every  five  are  single  providing  more  frequent  counseling 

parents;  related  to  cases  of  imprisonment,  drug 

•  One  out  of  10  has  had  an  abortion;  abuse,  alcohol  abuse,  homosexuality  and 

•  One  out  of  seven  has  been  sexually  suicide  than  is  being  experienced  by 

harassed  on  the  job ;  church  members. 

•  One  out  of  20  has  attempted  suicide. 

The  “personal  crisis"  data  gathered  What  role  is  Church  playing? 
nationwide  through  TM/UMR  and  Two  sections  of  the  questionnaire 
through  Response  magazine  —  the  Unit-  asked  where  respondents  went  for  help, 
ed  Methodist  Women’s  publication  —  and  another  asked  for  them  to  comment 
“have  made  the  church  know  these  are  particularly  on  the  role  the  church 
not  just  problems  ‘out  there’  but  that  played  in  dealing  with  their  crises.  Many 
they  represent  a  large  area  of  ministry  wrote  comments,  but  Ms.  Halsey  said  the 
which  our  churches  have  long  survey  did  not  yield  good  data  on  where 
overlooked,  denied  and  inadequately  help  was  sought,  although  pastors  and 
prepared  ministers  (or  members)  to  deal  friends  were  mentioned  most  often.  The 
with,”  said  Peggy  Halsey,  who  heads  the  following  comments  indicate  the  variety 
Office  on  Ministries  with  Women  in  of  feelings  about  the  church : 

Crisis  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  A  woman  with  multiple  problems 
Global  Ministries.  wrote:  “No  one  in  my  church  knows 

Ms.  Halsey  and  directors  of  the  office  about  any  of  my  crises  except  my 
designed  the  survey  in  1980  in  an  attempt  father’s  drinking.  It’s  my  feeling  that  if 
to  discover  how  widely  United  any  of  them  knew,  I  would  have  few 
Methodists  are  experiencing  personal  friends  in  the  church.  That  isn’t  what  it  is 
crises  —  and  especially,  crises  often  all  about,  is  it?  People  wonder  why  young 
identified  as  happening  only  to  women  people  get  turned  off  by  the  church.  It’s 
and  men  “outside”  the  church  such  as  my  belief  that  they  think  no  one  in  the 
rape,  spouse  battering,  child  abuse  and  church  has  problems,  and  so,  they  go 
incest.  elsewhere  for  answers.” 

A  test  survey  was  taken  at  the  1980  Another  wrote:  “I  grew  up  in  a  church 
Regional  Schools  of  Christian  Mission  with  the  idea  that  membership 
which  are  attended  by  top  annual  represented  ‘perfect’  behavior.  So 
conference  officers  of  United  Methodist  naturally  it  was  the  last  place  to  go  for 
Women  plus  lay  and  clergy  men  and  help. 

women  being  certified  to  teach  mission  “I  have  needed  counseling  on  various 
studies.  The  data  provided  by  these  occasions.  One  time  that  I  did  seek  help 
church  leaders  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  clergy  person  did  not  keep  the 
church  members  experience  crises  at  confidence  and  I  did  not  seek  help 
about  the  same  or  somewhat  lower  rate  again.” 

as  the  general  population.  Others,  however,  offered  glowing 

accounts  of  how  the  church  had 
Composite  picture  drawn  responded  helpfully  : 

Further  responses  were  sought  this  -w-*  -■  -|-|  .  i  •  1  .  • 

Respondents  tell  their  personal  stories 

broader  composite  picture  of  how 
frequently  church  women  and  men 
experience  such  crisis  situations. 

The  601  responses  from  TM/UMR 
readers  came  from  40  of  the  50  states 
with  the  largest  numbers  coming  frofii 
Arkansas,  California,  Florida,  Illinois, 

New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and 
Texas. 

Additionally,  some  860  Response 
readers  replied.  The  two  groups  were 
tabulated  separately.  Ms.  Halsey  said 
she  thinks  the  TM/UMR  respondents 
may  be  more  representative  of  the  total 
church  because  they  reflect  greater 
diversity  in  clergy-lay  and  male-female 
categories,  and  in  age  ranges. 

Another  view  might  be  that  since  the 
survey  was  not  a  scientific  but  a 
voluntary  sample  of  TM/UMR  readers, 
it  tended  to  draw  responses  from  only  the 
most  highly  motivated  persons  —  those 
personally  touched  by  one  or  more  of  the 
crisis  situations. 

The  relatively  small  response  could 
also  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  the  vast 
majority  of  TM/UMR  readers  —  who  did 
not  respond  —  were  relatively  untouched 
by  such  crises.  In  either  case  it  is  dubious 
whether  the  results  can  be  read  as 
“representative”  of  United  Methodists 
as  a  whole. 

Ms.  Halsey  points  out,  however,  that 
the  TM/UMR  responses  correspond  even 
more  closely  to  those  of  the  general 
population  than  either  the  test  survey  or 
the  results  from  Response  readers.  She 
believes  the  consistency  of  the  TM/UMR 
results  with  general  population  figures 
tends  to  support  their  validity. 

These  are  our  people 

And  regardless  of  how  accurate  the 
specific  percentages  may  be,  she  adds, 

“the  people  who  responded  are  United 
Methodists  and  they  are  in  our  local 
churches.  And  they  are  having  these 
experiences.” 

She  said  the  difference  in  median  age 
between  TM/UMR  respondents  (36-50 
years)  and  Response  (50  years  and  over) 
is  the  only  immediately  obvious  reason 
for  differences  between  the  two  groups  of 
responses.  There  is  a  significantly  higher 
incidence  reported  by  TM/UMR 
respondents  of  rape,  physical  abuse  by  a 
spouse,  abuse  of  a  child,  physical  abuse 
when  a  child,  sexual  abuse  and/or  incest 
when  a  child,  divorce,  drug  abuse, 
alcohol  abuse,  unmarried  or  teen 
pregnancy,  abortion  and  suicide 
attempts. 

For  example,  one  of  14  TM/UMR 
female  respondents  had  been  raped, 
compared  to  one  of  44  Response  readers. 

Of  spouse  battering,  one  of  8.5  TM/UMR 
readers  reported,  compared  to  one  of  17 
Response  readers. 

Personal  experiences  related 

About  one-third  of  the  respondents  also 
added  their  own  stories  and  comments. 

These  personal  accounts  of  crises 
illustrate  the  trauma  of  these 
experiences  and  are  a  commentary  — 
both  positive  and  negative  —  on  the 
church’s  role  in  relation  to  these 
circumstances. 

The  TM/UMR  responses  included 
significant  numbers  of  replies  from 
ministers  and  the  frequency  of  their 


Physical  or  sexual  abuse 

A  woman  wrote,  “I  was  raped  when  I 
was  22  years  old  and  single  by  two  men 
whom  I  had  never  seen  before  and  have 
never  seen  since.  I  am  now  over  50  years 
old  but  I  have  never  forgotten  the 
incident.  I  went  to  a  minister  about  a 
year  later  because  I  felt  I  needed 
counseling.  He  asked  that  I  make  an 
appointment  for  a  later  date.  When  I 
went  back  he  simply  did  not  know  how  to 
deal  with  me.  He  completely  changed  the 
subject  from  the  rape,  and  I  did  not  try  to 
seek  further  counseling.” 

From  a  clergy  woman:  “I  was  sexually 
abused  by  a  family  member  from  age  7 
through  14  until  I  became  ‘smart  and 
confident’  enough  to  threaten  to  go  to  the 
authorities  ...  I  thought  I  was  handling 
my  ‘past’  very  well  until  I  had  a  situation 
of  incest  in  my  parish.  Memories  swelled 
over  me,  and  I  finally  sought  out  a 
pastoral  counselor  who  helped  me  openly . 
deal  with  my  past,  with  all  its  ugliness 
and  pain.  Finally,  20  years  later  the  knot 
is  gone  from  my  stomach.” 

“I  am  responding  to  this  survey  out  of 
the  frustration  and  pain  that  I  had  a  few 
years  ago  when  I  was  in  a  (now  past) 
marital  crisis.  My  mother  telephoned  my 
pastor  long  distance  to  tell  him  that  I  was 
being  beaten  by  my  husband,”  one 
woman  wrote. 

“My  pastor’s  first  reaction  to  this  was 
to  call  me  and  confront  me  with  his  news 
source.  I  was  shocked  and  ashamed  but 
could  not  deny  it.  I  hoped  for  some  help 
or  at  least  consolation  and  advice,  but  I 
received  only  a  lecture  on  having 
deceived  him  and  the  community  into 
thinking  we  had  ‘a  Christian  marriage.’ 
So  in  my  shock,  stupor,  and  total 
aloneness,  I  was  given  no  help.  In  fact 
my  pastor  contributed  to  my  isolation 
and  shame  ...  My  husband  and  I  were 
both  regular  and  frequent  churchgoers.” 

Marriage  breakdown  and  divorce 

“The  worst  crisis  I  have  experienced, 
and  am  still  experiencing,  which  is 
overwhelming,  and  locks  me  into  an 
unwanted  situation,  is  a  marriage  on  the 
rocks  but  not  called  off.  How  do  you 
decide  whether  a  marriage  is  worth 
saving  —  whether  it  is  worth  putting  lots 
of  work  in  to  improve  some  small  things 
when  some  large  problems  most  likely 
will  never  improve?  Each  partner  should 
tolerate  some  faults  in  the  other,  but 
when  does  Christian  toleration  turn  into 
allowing  the  other  one  to  take  advantage 
and  ruin  your  life?  .  .  .  I’m  too  worn 
down  to  weather  another  crisis  in  my 
marriage,”  one  woman  wrote. 

Several  male  respondents  added 
comments  about  seeking  help  during 
marital  breakdown.  “My  minister  was  in 
his  second  fulltime  pastorate  at  the  time 
I  called  out  for  help.  He  was  totally 
abashed  at  the  dimensions  of  the 
problem  although  he  was  a  scholarly  and 
capable  preacher  and  pastor  in  other 
ways.  The  church  lay  leader  and  his  wife 
visited  us  just  before  the  separation  and 
tried  to  be  of  help,  but  we  did  not  feel 
comfortable  in  discussing  our  problems 
with  them.  In  fact,  we  dealt  with  our 
problem  at  that  point  through  denial.  Of 
course,  I  knew  what  we  were  doing,  but 


didn’t  know  how  to  get  around  the 
problem." 

Ministers  and  ministers’  wives  who 
experienced  marital  breakdowns  also 
wrote.  “Though  church  officials  always 
verbalized  great  compassion  for 
divorced/separated  persons,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  a  double  standard  existed 
when  it  came  to  clergy  with  the  same 
problems.” 

A  wife  said:  “I  was  a  minister’s  wife 
for  26  years  and  am  now  a  divorced, 
single  parent.  We  could  not  go  to  my 
husband  and/or  pastor  for  crisis  help.  He 
did  not  even  ask  if  he  hurt  us  in  the 
beatings  or  hurtful  incidents.  The  busier 
our  man  got,  the  harder  on  the  family  he 
was  ...  I  can  name  you  wife  after  wife 
who  takes  the  same  abuse  that  we  put  up 
with  for  years.” 

Dealing  with  homosexuality 

“Last  year  our  20-year-old  son  —  who 
was  reared  in  the  church  —  sat  down  and 
told  us  that  he  was  ‘gay’  and  would  never 
struggle  with  pretending  to  be  ‘straight’ 
again,”  a  mother  wrote. 

“We  shopped  at  book  stores  for  months 
trying  to  find  help.  Four  months  later  we 
consulted  our  minister  to  try  to  find  some 
constructive  help  for  ourselves,  and 
hopefully  for  our  boy.  We  were  given  a 
list  of  three  places  to  write.  This  we  did 
and  began  to  get  ‘limited’  materials  for 
study  (of  the  situation)  we  are  trying  to 
learn  to  live  with.  Our  pastor  is  a 


wonderful  ‘listener.’  What  could  he  say 
—  ?  His  hands  are  tied  by  the  church’s 
“Book  of  Discipline”  (page  90).  The 
church’s  stand  is  so  weak  regarding  thjs 
problem  —  and  any  constructive  help  is 
wiped  out  by  the  last  sentence  —  ‘This 
practice  is  incompatible  with  Christian 
teachings.’ 

“How  can  we  ask  a  pastor  for  help? 
How  can  we  guide  our  children  in 
reaching  for  God’s  help  in  these 
circumstances?  What  role  did  the  church 
play  in  helping  us  —  any  of  us?  Very 
little.  After  a  year  I  can’t  go  to  church 
without  weeping.  I’m  a  strong, 
supportive  member,  but  it  has  not  mpt 
my  needs.  There  is  so  little  there  to  help 
me  learn  to  compromise. 

“Our  pastor  has  been  of  some  help  bpt 
he  keeps  saying  that  someday  maybe  our 
son  will  change.” 

Dealing  with  depression,  suicide 

“In  a  19-month  period  my  oldest  sister 
died,  I  retired  after  30  years  as.  a 
professional  person,  my  oldest  son  died, 
my  oldest  brother  died  and  I  filed  for  my 
second  divorce. 

“I  seriously  considered  suicide  . — 
seriously  enough  to  know  how  and 
where!  I’m  glad  I  didn’t. 

“My  minister,  his  wife  and  dear  friends 
in  the  church  pulled  me  through.  Now, 
eight  years  later,  I  am  well-adjusted, 
happy  and  as  busy  as  I  want  to  be.  And 
I’m  70  years  old!” 


Their 

''Thanksgiving” 
depends  a 

on  you  ' 

November  is  the  month  in  which 
Americans  celebrate  Thanksgiving 
For  many  refugee  children  there  is 
no  occasion  for  celebration  Sixty 

percent  of  all  refugees,  ore  children 
In  Somalia  where  there  are  ap-  | 

proximotely  1  %  million  refugees, 
this  percentage  is  true  United 
Methodists,  through  UMCOR. 
support  feeding  and  medical 
programs  and  provide  a  variety  of 
services  m  Somalia  located  in  the 
Horn  of  Africa  Your  gifts  are 
desperately  needed  to  help  innocent 
and  drought  as  they  struggle  for  life  in 


»  aJ  4 


victims  of  conflict 
this  East  Africon  nation 


m  1 

fj 


1 79436-^1 

Gifts  may  be  sent  through  your  local  church  treasurer  or  directly  to  UMC0R. ! 
Designate  UMC0R.  Somalian  Emergency  —  Advance.  / 


STREET  ADDRESS- 


4DWNCE 

Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  lo 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 

■  475  Riverside  Drive  me  United  Meinoo-si  Child  Supooff  P<ogr»m  is  »  pan  ol  me  worm  «.ae  m.nuiiy  ol  _ 

^^New  York.  NY  10027  rue  Boa-d  ol  Giopai  Min.ime*  an  *>lh  childcare  .njliluiionj  approved  as  Advance  Speciai^Jj 


.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  - 


Responses  tabulated 

Results  of  the  •  'Personal  Crisis  Survey”  published 
inTM/UMR's  June  12, 1981  issue,  601  responses. 


A 

B 

c 

Experienced 

Experienced 

(Clergy  Only) 

Crisis  Situation 

myself 

through  family  Experienced 
member  or  through 

close  friend  pastoral  care 

1.  Rape 

2.  Physical  abuse  by 

7% 

n% 

7% 

spouse 

3.  Emotional/verbal 

12% 

14% 

12% 

abuse  by  spouse 

33% 

20% 

14% 

4.  Abuse  of  a  child 

5.  Physical  abuse 

7% 

11% 

10% 

when  a  child 

6.  Sexual  abuse/incest 

6% 

6% 

6% 

when  a  child 

7.  Sexual  harrassment 

10% 

/ 

7% 

7% 

on  the  job 

15% 

8% 

7% 

8.  Death  of  a  spouse 

9.  Separation  and/or 

16% 

23% 

15% 

divorce 

28% 

36% 

15% 

10.  Imprisonment 

11.  Drug  abuse 
(including  prescription 

0% 

11% 

10% 

drugs) 

3.5% 

24% 

12% 

12.  Alcohol  abuse 

4% 

40% 

14% 

13.  Single  parenthood 

19% 

22% 

12% 

14.  Death  of  a  child 

10% 

18% 

13% 

15.  Loss  of  a  body  organ 

14% 

16% 

12% 

16.  Homosexuality 

17.  Teenage  and/or 

4% 

13% 

9% 

unmarried  pregnancy 

18.  Problem  pregnancy 
(unplanned,  unwanted, 
serious  health  hazard, 

8% 

29% 

13% 

etc.) 

14% 

14% 

11% 

19.  Abortion 

20.  Care  of  elderly, 
chronically  ill  or 

10% 

20% 

10% 

handicapped  relative 

21.  Mental  illness  or 
breakdown  leading 

32% 

32% 

15% 

to  hospitalization 

9% 

30% 

13% 

22.  Suicide 

5%  (attempt)  22% 

12% 

Survey  completed  by: 

Gender :  Female  77%  Male  22% 

Church  relationship:  Lay  82%  Clergy  17% 

Black  1%  White  96%  Asian-American  1% 

Hispanic/Spanish-speaking  0%  Native  American/Indian  0% 

Age:  19  and  under  1%  20-3519%  36-50  32%  51  and  over  47% 

The  percentages  do  not  add  up  to  100%  because  some  respondents  failed  to 
complete  this  section. 
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Center  offers  ministry  for  youth  on  gang  ‘turf’ 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

•  CHICAGO  —  From  “Ten’s  Den”  to  “Dip’s 
t)epartment  Store,”  blocks  and  blocks  of  shabby 
•eateries,  pool  halls  and  pawn  shops  tell  the  story  of 
•16th  Street  on  Chicago’s  West  side. 

'  Drawings  of  moons,  crescents  and  top  hats  with 
spray-painted  borders  and  the  caption  "Vice- 
lords”  are  everywhere  —  scrawled  on  building 
walls,  rain-rotted  fences  and  crumbling  asphalt 
.sidewalks  in  the  dilapidated,  predominantly- 
black  North  Lawndale  area.  This  turf  —  16th 
Street  —  has  been  the  home  of  the  Vicelords  gang 
!for  more  than  25  years.  Now  the  area  is  bordering 
,on  an  explosive  resurgence  of  street  gang 
;  violence. 

;  In  the  heart  of  this  “turf”  stands  Marcy  Center, 
j  a  United  Methodist-related  agency  which  has 
'weathered  the  revival  of  street  gang  violence  and 
;vice  by  ministering  —  providing  a  way  out  for 
j  troubled  black  youth. 

i  The  center,  directed  by  Benjamin  J.  Kendrick, 

■  39,  a  former  street  gang  member,  is  one  of  two  cen- 
|  ters  run  by  Marcy-Newberry  Association  started 
i  by  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Northern 

•  Illinois  conference  98  years  ago. 

Gang  revival  felt 

After  10  years  of  relative  quiet,  the  revival  of 
street  gangs  began  here  two  years  ago  as  leaders 
of  the  “Blackstone  Rangers”  and  other  street 
gangs  who  had  been  imprisoned  in  the  early  70’s 
began  getting  out  and  reorganizing,  Mr.  Kendrick 
/  said. 

.  “We  began  to  hear  rumors  about  more  neigh- 
1  borhood  boys  getting  into  trouble.  There  was  more 
!  drug  traffic  in  the  North  Lawndale  area.  We  went 


to  various  community  organizations  and  talked  to 
neighborhood  business  people,  trying  to  get  them 
to  realize  what  was  happening,  but  they  were 
afraid,”  he  said. 

The  gang  leaders  who  returned  from  prison, 
were  older,  had  “rubbed  elbows  with  big 
criminals,”  and  had  learned  more  about  drug  traf¬ 
fic  and  guns,  Mr.  Kendrick,  a  former  West  side 
school  teacher  said. 

Clashes  with  the  newly-formed  gang  —  The 
Vicelords  —  came  to  a  head  in  April,  after  a  major 
drug  dealership  moved  next  door  to  the  Marcy 
Center.  Mr.  Kendrick  said  he  was  told  the 
operation  had  the  Vicelords’  protection. 

“Some  of  our  neighborhood  youth  told  the  gang 
members  we  were  not  going  to  put  up  with  them 
selling  drugs  to  kids  on  our  street,”  he  said.  “They 
told  them  to  get  out  of  our  neighborhood.” 

A  few  nights  later  some  Vicelords  fired  on 
several  youth. 

A  week  later,  the  staff  asked  to  meet  with  gang 
leaders  to  try  and  find  a  way  to  work  together,  Mr. 
Kendrick  said,  but  the  meeting  turned  into  a  mob 
scene  with  400  Vicelords  flooding  the  Marcy  Cen¬ 
ter’s  auditorium,  demanding  total  cooperation 
and  no  more  interference  with  gang  activity. 

When  the  staff  refused  to  be  intimidated, 
“things  started  happening,”  Mr.  Kendrick  said. 
Tires  on  staff  cars  were  slashed.  The  center 
received  threatening  phone  calls.  A  male  worker 
was  attacked  and  beaten  by  some  26  youth.  The 
center  staff  decided  to  cut  their  evening  and 
weekend  programs. 

Finally,  two  Molotov  cocktails  were  hurled 
through  the  center’s  window.  Fortunately,  the  fire 
caused  only  minor  damage. 


Refuse  to  give  in 

"We  refused  to  give  in,”  Mr.  Kendrick  said. 
“The  bottom  line  was  that  they  were  going  to  have 
to  destroy  the  center  or  hurt  one  of  us  very  badly, 
and  even  then  we  weren’t  going  to  give  in.” 

It  was  in  this  setting  that  Mr.  Kendrick  and  his 
staff  began  a  hard-nosed,  but  sincere  ministry  to 
reverse  the  dominance  of  street  gangs  over  the 
North  Lawndale-area  youth.  Battling  the  violent 
dominance  of  the  street  gangs  is  as  rough  as 
racing  against  time,  for  their  hold  on  the  16th 
street  community  is  firm,  he  said. 

But  in  the  few  months  since  the  ministry  began 
there  have  been  encouraging  signs  that  at  least 
some  kids  will  have  a  better  chance  of  “making 
it”  without  turning  to  street  gang  crime  and 
chaos,  Mr.  Kendrick  said. 

With  a  grant  from  IBM  plus  its  donation  of  14 
electric  typewriters,  and  a  $4,000  gift  from  Trinity 
UMC  in  Wilmette,  Ill.,  Marcy  Center  now  has  a 
typing  class  for  teens.  Mr.  Kendrick  said  the  cen¬ 
ter  has  helped  find  jobs  for  nearly  20  gang  mem¬ 
bers  and  counsels  youth  about  finding  jobs  and  ap¬ 
plying  themselves  in  school  and  choosing  a 
vocation. 

Adults  in  the  community,  particularly  the  small 
business  owners,  are  becoming  less  afraid  and 
more  willing  to  help  by  offering  jobs  for  youth  and 
moral  support  for  the  center. 

Streetwise,  tough  and  committed,  Mr.  Kendrick 
and  the  center  staff  have  garnered  a  fragile  sense 
of  respect  from  the  Vicelords.  They  have  helped 
several  street  gang  members  with  legal  problems 
by  going  with  them  to  the  police  when  they  become 
involved  in  crime.  The  center  worked  with  the 
Vicelords  to  sponsor  a  street  picnic  and  com¬ 


munity  clean-up  project. 

Director  former  gang  member 

Having  a  leader  who  knows  what  it’s  all  about  is 
a  definite  plus  for  Marcy  Center.  And  Ben  Ken¬ 
drick  knows  what  it  is  to  be  young,  black  and 
trying  to  survive  on  the  West  side.  He  was  bom 
here  and  went  to  schools  here.  Before  his  family 
moved  to  another  part  of  town  in  the  late  50’s,  he 
himself  was  a  member  of  the  “Sir  Counts,"  a 
forerunner  of  the  gangs  which  now  rove  North 
Lawndale  streets. 

His  parents  sent  him  away  to  college,  however, 
where  he  developed  his  interest  in  history, 
education  and  community  service.  After  he 
graduated  from  Wilberforce  University,  he  moved 
back  to  Chicago  and  taught  high  school  on  the 
West  side.  He  has  been  director  of  the  Marcy- 
Newberry  Association  since  1979. 

“The  survival  of  street  gangs  is  not  hard  to  ex¬ 
plain,”  he  said.  “They  give  kids  who  feel  they  are 
going  nowhere  a  sense  of  identity  —  something  to 
make  them  feel  like  they  are  part  of  something,” 
he  added.  “It’s  worse  now  than  ever.  Many  of  our 
kids  come  from  single-parent  homes,  they’re  poor 
and  they  can’t  find  work.”  According  to  statistics 
compiled  by  the  center,  the  median  income  for 
North  Lawndale  families  is  about  $6,700  a  year. 
Adult  unemployment  is  about  35  percent  and 
nearly  50  percent  of  the  youth  are  unemployed. 
And  40  percent  are  high  school  dropouts. 

And  so  the  youth  become  Vicelords.  Gang  fights 
are  everyday  hazards.  Many  youth  carry 
weapons.  And  those  in  school  are  often  in  more 
danger  than  those  on  the  streets :  two  teens  were 
killed  at  Collins  High  School  last  term  during  an 


argument  about  which  of  two  rival  gangs  was 
going  to  use  the  school  softball  field. 

Still,  Mr.  Kendrick  believes  the  center’s 
programs  are  making  a  dent.  Besides  ministry  to 
youth,  the  center  offers  a  head  start  program  and 
day  care  center  for  pre-  and  elementary  children 
at  both  the  Marcy  and  the  newer  Newberry  Cen¬ 
ter,  located  several  blocks  away.  The  centers  also 
offer  educational  forums,  such  as  films,  lectures 
and  arts  for  adults  and  senior  citizens.  Other 
social  services  include  job  placement,  some 
health  services  and  referrals  to  other  social  agen¬ 
cies. 

Church  support  urgent 

What  the  association  needs  is  money.  It  receives 
about  $70,000  of  its  $1  million  operating  budget 
from  the  United  Methodist  Church  through  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  the  Northern 
Illinois  conference  and  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Nearly  three-fourths  of  the  money  —  about 
$770,000  —  comes  from  government  contracts.  Mr. 
Kendrick  anticipates  those  funds  will  be  cut  by 
$225,000.  Last  month,  he  asked  Northern  Illinois 
churches  for  their  help  in  raising  $100,000  in  a  60- 
day  emergency  fundraiser.  So  far,  $14,000  has 
been  received.  Mr.  Kendrick  is  optimistic  the 
churches  will  come  through. 

“If  we  are  serious  about  our  services  being  a 
‘ministry,’  then  we  need  a  church  base.  That’s 
why  United  Methodist  Women  started  the 
program  98  years  ago,  and  that’s  why  we’re  here 
now,”  he  said. 


Highest  court  covets 
Methodists’  building 

UMCUTKT^M  /  D  MO  \  . .  ,  ...  . 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  For  almost 
;  60  years  the  Methodist  Building  has  stood 
,  on  Capitol  Hill  as  a  brick-and-mortar 
•  reminder  of  religion’s  interest  in  national 
;  affairs. 

That  symbol  will  vanish  if  Congress 
;  adopts  recommendations  for  redevelop¬ 
ing  an  area  adjacent  to  the  Supreme 
;  Court. 

The  Methodist  Building  —  today  an 
,  ecumenical  complex  —  would  be 
;  acquired  to  meet  the  immediate  space 
;  needs  of  the  high  court,  according  to  a 
Capitol  Hill  master  plan  prepared  for 
Congress  by  the  capitol  architect. 

Tenants  of  the  building,  owned  by  the 
_  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  do  not  want  to  move,  but  there 
seems  little  question  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  could  take  the  location  for  federal 
expansion. 

Actually  two  buildings  —  the  first  con- 
structed  in  1923  —  the  edifice  in  question 
Rouses  not  only  the  United  Methodist 
agency  but  also  the  Washington  offices  of 
the  American  Baptist,  Episcopal  and 
United  Presbyterian  churches,  the 
.Unitarian  Universalist  Association  and 
'  Mennonite  and  Brethren  groups. 

,  .  The  National  Council  of  Churches  has 
,  space  there  also,  as  do  several  non-profit 
special  interest  groups,  such  as  the 
Heligious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights. 


Next  door  to  the  Supreme  Court  on 
Maryland  Avenue,  the  building  was  a 
center  of  civil  rights  and  anti-war  ac¬ 
tivities  in  past  decades.  It  was  initially 
built  by  the  former  Methodist  Board  of 
Temperance  in  the  heyday  of  the  crusade 
against  alcohol.  Much  of  the  money  for 
its  construction  was  given  by  Sunday 
school  children  across  the  land. 

Both  houses  of  Congress  and  the 
Supreme  Court  currently  need,  or  at 
least  want,  more  space.  There  has  even 
been  talk  of  relocating  the  court  to  a  site 
off  Capitol  Hill.  That  would  not  be  im¬ 
minent  under  the  master  plan  submitted 
by  Capitol  Architect  George  M.  White. 

Mr.  White  is  not  the  first  architect  to 
propose  a  government  take-over  of  the 
Methodist  Building.  Such  a  proposal  was 
made  in  1960  and  the  then  Methodist 
Church  obtained  land  for  its  social  con¬ 
cerns  agency  near  American  University. 

However,  nothing  happened  with  the 
1960  redevelopment  design  and  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  sold  the  property 
at  the  alternate  site. 

A  spokesman  for  the  denomination 
said  the  agency  had  felt  rather  secure  in 
the  location  since  the  Reserve  Officers 
Association  built  next  door  about  a 
decade  ago.  The  new  Capitol  Hill  master 
plan  would  also  acquire  the  reservists’ 
building  for  the  Supreme  Court. 


Three  ministry  6 tracks’ 
agreed  on  by  committee 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  “working 
model”  for  forms  of  ministry  in  the 
1  United  Methodist  Church  emerged  late 
last  month  from  a  19-member  committee 
asked  to  study  the  subject  by  the  1980 
‘General  Conference. 

'  •’  The  model  acknowledges  the  “general 
'ministry”  of  all  baptized  Christians  as 
‘defined  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline,”  but 
:  Suggests  three  “tracks”  for  representa¬ 
tive  ministry:  diaconal  ministers,  dea¬ 
cons  and  elders.  All  three  would  have 
*’  annual  conference  membership. 

“I  did  not  expect  we  would  be  as  far 
f‘ along  as  we  are,”  chairperson  E.  Dale 
Dunlap  said  of  the  group’s  third  meeting. 

The  working  model  will  be  further 
developed  by  sub-groups  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  meets  again  in  March.  In¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  are  to  be  consulted 
<ds  needed  and  suggestions  are  being 
;I|isked  from  the  entire  church  by  Feb.  15, 
*1^982.  (Send  to  Dr.  E.  Dale  Dunlap,  5123 
dYuman  Road,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  64127). 
v.  The  model  calls  for  “diaconal 
^Sjninisters”  to  be  consecrated  as  lay  per¬ 
sons  to  service-type  ministries  ( as  com¬ 
pared  to  preaching  and  administration  of 


Holy  Communion.)  Diaconal  ministers 
would  not  be  part  of  the  itinerant 
ministry  (guaranteed  appointment  by 
the  bishop.) 

The  second  track  calls  for  “deacons” 
to  be  ordained  clergy  members  of  the 
itinerant  ministry.  This  category  would 
include  three  groups :  diaconal  ministers 
in  special  appointments  who  have  chosen 
to  be  ordained  to  “word,  liturgy,  and  ser¬ 
vice”;  associate  members  who  wish  to 
stay  in  the  permanent  diaconate;  and 
“transitional”  or  “probationary”  mem¬ 
bers  on  their  way  to  becoming  ordained 
as  elders. 

The  third  track  would  include  ordained 
“elders”  as  they  are  now  defined.  Some 
of  the  concerns  identified  by  committee 
members  are  far  from  being  resolved. 
These  include  the  possible  confusion  of 
having  three  different  functional 
categories  of  ministry  within  the  deacon 
track;  the  need  for  a  name  which  iden¬ 
tifies  diaconal  ministry  more  clearly 
with  the  laity;  and  how  to  provide 
itineracy  for  persons  for  whom  the 
bishop  does  not  have  a  “bottom  line”  ap¬ 
pointment. 
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NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  This  striking  photo  of  a  young  Liberian  girl  wearing  a 
mud  pack  as  she  prepared  for  coming  of  age  ceremony,  is  one  of  160  black  and 
white  pictures  by  United  Methodism’s  John  Goodwin  in  a  special  month-long 
exhibition  at  Interchurch  Center  here.  "The  mud  startles  us,  but  I  was  struck  by 
those  penetrating  eyes  underlining  her  humanness. “  he  commented.  The  exhibit 
is  titled  "Portraits  of  the  Global  Family.” 

—A  UMNS  PHOTO 


UM’s  plan  half-hour 
show  for  new  ministry 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  next  major  tool  in 
the  United  Methodist  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  campaign  is  a  30- 
minute  version  of  the  hour-long  show 
which  an  estimated  6,000  persons  saw 
live  Sept.  20. 

Campaign  director  A.  Leroy  Lightner 
said  the  30-minute  videotape  is  designed 
primarily  for  off-air  showing,  though  his 
office  is  investigating  changes  necessary 
to  clear  it  for  on-air  broadcast  as  well. 

Regional  directors  and  campaign 
volunteers  are  expected  to  use  the  short¬ 
ened  version,  he  said,  to  enlist  major  sup¬ 
port.  The  campaign  seeks  to  raise  at  least 
$25  million  in  1981-83  to  finance  a  new 
United  Methodist  emphasis  on  television. 
That  emphasis  may  or  may  not  include 
purchase  of  a  commercial  television 
station. 

Mr.  Lightner  said  that  the  Atlanta 
Area,  where  Bishop  Joel  McDavid  is 
described  as  “extremely  supportive,”  is 
being  used  as  a  model  for  reaching 
clearly-defined  target  donors  or  workers. 
Bishop  McDavid  has  urged  his  cabinet  to 
urge  local  pastors  to  see  the  shortened 
version,  he  explained. 

Mr.  Lightner  said  reports  from 
regional  directors  indicate  that  some 
6,000  persons  saw  the  live  show  produced 
from  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  House  here  and 
beamed  by  satellite  to  some  140 
“downlink”  locations  across  the  country. 

By  regions,  his  reports  were:  Atlanta, 
963;  St.  Louis,  434;  Dallas,  397;  Min¬ 
neapolis,  460;  San  Francisco,  350,  and 
Pittsburgh,  estimated  700.  To  this 
estimated  3,300  he  added  the  2,500  who 
saw  the  show  in  person  ^iere  and  an 
unknown  number  who  watched  on  local 
systems  in  at  least  three  communities. 

He  said  that  reactions  to  the  show  were 
overwhelmingly  positive.  He  termed  the 
show  a  success  in  two  things:  (1)  it  made 
clearer  the  kinds  of  programming  “that 
can  do  the  best  job  to  reach  out  for 
Christ,”  and  (2)  it  demonstrated  that 


‘Early  Christian  burial’ premature? 

New  Right  captures  commentators 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 

Even  as  an  article  headlined  —  “New 
Religious  Right  crusade  loses  steam”  — 
last  week  predicted  “an  early  Christian 
burial"  for  the  movement,  members  of 
the  religious  community  were  com¬ 
menting  vigorously  on  this  phenomenon. 

The  news  article  pointed  out  that  the 
fact  that  “much  ballyhooed  Rally  for 
Life  (in  Dallas)  featuring  virtually  all  of 
the  superstars  of  the  New  Religious 
Right  drew  less  than  half”  the  expected 
crowd  was  one  indication  the  movement 
has  peaked.  The  battle  lost  over  the 
nomination  of  Sandra  O’Connor  to  the 
Supreme  Court  was  cited  as  another 
crack  in  the  New  Right. 

Dr.  Albert  Outler,  United  Methodism’s 
renowned  theologian  and  historian  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  told  the 
Dallas  Morning  News  the  movement  has 
not  been  as  formidable  or  massive  as 
was  perceived. 

Strength  unclear 

But,  he  said,  “It  is  still  influential,  it  is 
still  important ...  It  remains  to  be  seen 
if  the  New  Religious  Right  coalition  is  a 
temporary  alliance  of  single-issue 
politics  or  if  the  more  conservative  arm 
of  the  New  Right  is  willing  to  make  a 
coalition  with  the  moderates  of  the 
movement.” 

“The  strength  of  the  religious  right 
wing  fundamentalist  movement  today  is 
seen  not  in  the  power  that  it  may  have  on 
government,"  the  Rev.  Charles  Bergstrom, 
a  leading  Lutheran  critic  said  recently  at 
Old  Dominion  University  in  Norfolk,  Va. 

"It  is  seen  rather  with  the  illusion  of 
strength  which  it  wants  to  give  and  which 
is  very  difficult  to  truly  measure.” 

In  his  book  “Prime  Time  Preachers, 
Dr.  Jeffrey  Hadden  compiled  data  from 
the  Arbitron  ratings  on  television  audien¬ 
ces  and  estimated  the  number  of  persons 


viewing  all  66  religious  programs  at  20.5 
million. 

“That  is  less  than  the  weekly  audience 
size  claimed  by  Jerry  Falwell  alone,” 
Dr.  Hadden  wrote. 

Two  objections  cited 

United  Methodism’s  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  pinpointed  two  “strenuous  ob¬ 
jections”  to  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  and 
his  Moral  Majority  in  a  September  letter 
to  the  1,500  ministers  of  his  Indiana  Area. 

“One,  he  is  not  biblical.  Two,  his 
sexism  and  rigid  legalism  dehumanize 
the  very  persons  for  whom  Christ  lived 
and  died,”  the  bishop  wrote.  He  also  took 
exception  to  Mr.  Falwell  on  military 
matters  and  his  perception  of  the  U.S.  as 
God’s  chosen  people. 

"Israel  was  seen  as  God’s  ‘chosen 
people’  in  a  servant  sense,”  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  explained.  “Israel  was  not 
given  license  to  exploit  other  people,  to 
secure  its  boundaries  and  insure  its 
prosperity  at  the  expense  of  other  people. 
God  plays  no  favorites.  ‘He  has  made  of 
one  blood  all  nations.’  Where  in  Scripture 
do  we  find  the  United  States  is  God’s  new 
Israel?” 

On  the  question  of  Mr.  Falwell’s 
sexism,  the  bishop  urged  the  clergy  to  be 
“faithful  to  our  Christian  and  Wesleyan 
heritage.”  He  said:  "We  should  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  plight  and  future  of  the 
family.  We  should  be  concerned  about 
human  sexuality  and  the  mysteries  of 
sexual  preference.  We  should  be 
outraged  by  pornography,  promiscuity 
and  the  exploitation  of  sex.  We  should  be 
concerned  about  irresponsible  abortions 
.  .  .  But  to  be  sensitive  and  informed  does 
not  mean  we  will  buy  into  the  over- 
simplistic,  often  cruel,  ‘solutions’  deter¬ 
mined  by  a  Moral  Majority  mentality.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  added  his  own  belief 
that  “the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  will 
not  destroy  the  American  family.  The 


ERA  .  deals  with  simple  matters  of 
equal  justice  and  human  rights.” 

He  added  that  abortion  is  never  good. 
But,  as  the  "Social  Principles”  of  the 
denomination  suggest,  there  are  such 
things  as  “unacceptable”  pregnancies. 
“And  we  dehumanize  mothers-to-be 
when  we  close  our  eyes  to  the  physical 
and  emotional  hazards  they  face  as  they 
grapple  with  the  tragedies  of  incest,  rape 
and  pregnancies  that  destroy  human 
potential  and  present  reality. 

“Nowhere  does  Scripture  teach  that  a 
colony  of  cells,  a  fetus,  is  a  person,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Armstrong  added  that  Mr. 
Falwell  “remains  silent  on  such 
widespread  offenses  as  wife  abuse  and 
child  abuse.  Where  is  his  biblical  com¬ 
passion  for  suffering  persons?” 

From  another  quarter,  The  Rev.  John 
M.  Swomley,  a  United  Methodist 
theologian  who  heads  the  church-state 
committee  of  the  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  said  in  a  Minnesota  speech 
that  Mr.  Falwell  wants  to  make  the 
nation  into  a  theocracy  in  which  fun¬ 
damentalist  clergy  would  determine 
policy,  such  as  the  Puritans  sought  to  do. 

Dr.  Swomley  said  the  primary  goal  of 
the  New  Right  is  American  supremacy  in 
the  world  based  on  military  power,  ad¬ 
ding:  “I  see  this  as  a  neo-fascist  threat.” 

He  also  took  issue  with  Mr.  Falwell 
concerning  his  advocacy  of  prayer  in  the 
public  schools  and  the  teaching  of 
creationism. 

Applauds  schools 

Dr.  Swomley  said  public  schools  should 
be  applauded,  rather  than  criticized,  for 
being  “secular"  and  “humanistic." 

“Secular,"  he  said,  means  the  schools 
cannot  be  used  by  any  religious  group  for 
its  own  interest. 

“Humanism”  properly  understood,  he 
added,  means  that  the  schools  put  human 
values  ahead  of  material  and  in¬ 
stitutional  values. 


from  one  point  it  is  possible  to  reach 
across  the  country  simultaneously  to  a 
large  number  of  United  Methodists. 

Mr.  Lightner  also  said  he  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  high  percentage  of 
people  who  attended  the  Sept.  20  showing 
and  filled  out  cards  immediately  af¬ 
terwards  indicating  they  are  willing  to 
give  time  to  help  in  the  campaign.  In 
Atlanta,  for  instance,  that  figure  was  60 
percent. 

He  said  campaign  leaders  also  have 
received  enough  requests  for  in¬ 
formation  from  district  superintendents 
and  conference  directors  to  convince  him 
that  the  campaign  has  erred  in  avoiding 
the  regular  church  structure  in  trying  to 
tell  the  campaign  story.  “We  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  ameliorate  that  condition,”  he 
said. 


Soaring  interest 
prompts  church 
m  ortgage  payoff 

WHEATON,  Md.  (UMNS)  - 
Current  interest  rates  are  shocking  to 
almost  everyone,  but  they  recently 
shocked  a  United  Methodist 
congregation  here  into  paying  off  a 
$199,000  debt  in  16  days. 

Glenmont  Church  in  this 
Washington  suburb  had  been  paying 
regularly  on  its  5  3/4  percent  mortgage 
until  suddenly  it  was  notified  that  the  j 
interest  on  the  remaining  $199,000 
would  soar  to  15  percent  in  30  days. 

Apparently  because  of  changes  of 
leadership,  the  church  had  overlooked 
the  provision  that  its  20-year  loan  was 
subject  to  refinancing  at  the  end  of  15 
years. 

The  church  had  the  option,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ralph  Shipp,  a  realtor  and 
president  of  United  Methodist  Men,  of 
paying  off  the  balance  immediately  or 
finding  a  way  to  pay  $18,000  more  per 
year  in  interest.  There  was  some 
gloom  and  discouragement,  said  Mr. 
Shipp,  but  a  task  force  took  the  first 
alternative. 

Within  16  days,  65  members  had 
provided  loans  totaling  $170,000  plus 
contributions  of  $30,000  —  just  over 
the  needed  total. 


Church  funding 
study  underway 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  A  four- 
year  study  of  funding  of  United 
Methodism's  church- wide  agencies  has 
been  launched  by  a  nine-member  panel 
ordered  by  the  1980  General  Conference. 
Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  heads  the  Committee  for  the 
Study  of  Funding  Patterns. 

In  calling  for  the  study,  the  1980 
General  Conference  said  “there  have 
been  critical  changes  in  world  economic 
conditions  and  changes  in  the  patterns  of 
program  staffing  and  resourcing  at  all 
levels  of  the  church,  (and)  there  is  a  need 
for  the  church  to  reassess  its  program 
functions  and  to  support  more 
adequately  its  essential  mission  ...  in  an 
effort  to  improve  the  program  and  in¬ 
crease  the  funding  to  be  made  available." 

The  study  is  expected  to  result  in 
recommendations  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 
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Friends  stoke  boycott  fire 

UMC 4 hoodwinked ’  by  Nestle ,  say  numerous  critics 


Gardening  is  a  retirement  hobby  for  these  four  men  from  the  South  Carolina  Annual  Conference.  From  left  are  the  Revs. 
Herbert  Spell,  ••Skinner”  Atkinson.  George  Baker  and  Tom  Kemmerlin.  According  to  their  conference  newspaper,  each 
follows  a  different  path  to  gardening  success.  south  Carolina  advocate  photo 

Four  preachers  still  sowing ,  reaping 

brags  about  his  successes,  and  talks 
his  way  out  of  most  of  his  failures.” 
Mr.  Spell  "plants  early,  cultivates 
carelessly,  gathers  hurriedly,  and 
takes  off  for  the  mountains." 

In  a  seemingly  more  serious  vein, 
the  Advocate  reports  that  the  men 
have  harvested  beans,  beets, 
cabbage,  cantaloupes,  carrots,  com, 
cucumbers,  lettuce,  peanuts,  peppers, 
potatoes,  squash,  tomatoes  and 
watermelons  —  “enough  to  share  and 
to  fill  their  freezers  and  pantry 
shelves.” 


COLUMBIA,  S.C.  —  Four  retired 
members  of  the  South  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  are  continuing  to 
reap  as  they  sow  —  more  or  less. 

The  conference  newspaper.  The 
Advocate,  reported  recently  on 
gardening  projects  carried  out  by  the 
Revs.  Herbert  Spell,  George  Baker, 
‘‘Skinner”  Atkinson  and  Tom 
Kemmerlin. 

All  raise  gardens  on  a  plot  of  land 
loaned  by  a  United  Methodist  layman, 
Leon  Bellamy.  Beyond  their  using  a 


common  garden  spot,  though,  their 
methods  seem  to  vary,  according  to 
the  Advocate  article. 

Mr.  Kemmerlin  reportedly  “plants 
early,  fertilizes  generously,'  never 
allows  a  blade  of  grass  to  grow,  and 
really  does  no  better  than  the  others.” 
Mr.  Atkinson  reportedly  "dips  into  the 
distant  past,  plants  by  the  almanac 
and  the  moon,,  and  boas  s  of  other 
years’  harvests.” 

The  newspaper  reports  that  Mr. 
Baker  “plants  sparsely,  cultivates 
moderately,  allows  the  grass  to  grow. 


Residents  paid  their  share 

Pacific  Homes  lessons  learned 


Compiled  From  News  Stones 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Starting  Oct.  1  some 
1,400  members  of  the  class-action  suit 
against  the  bankrupt  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  chain  are  to  receive  checks 
for  their  share  of  the  $21  million 
settlement  negotiated  out  of  court, 
according  to  the  court-appointed  trustee 
in  a  final  letter  to  residents. 

Residents  are  to  receive  about  33  cents 
on  the  dollar  for  their  damage  claims 
according  to  a  Religious  News  Service 
story.  The  checks  will  come  out  of  $5.3 
million  in  the  settlement  allocated  for 
them. 

On  Oct.  1  the  court-approved  plan  of 
reorganization  was  to  go  into  effect  with 
a  new  board  of  directors  for  the  homes 
formerly  related  to  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The 
conference  has  also  elected  several 
trustees  to  the  new  board. 

Creditors  will  receive  funds  beginning 
Oct.  1  with  attorneys,  accountants  and 
other  administrative  personnel,  who 
submitted  $4.7  million  for  reorganization 
costs  to  be  paid  first,  in  cash. 

Richard  E.  Matthews,  the  bankruptcy 
court-appointed  trustee,  will  receive 
$800,000  —  phis  $13,270  in  expenses  —  for 
his  services  since  November  1977. 

Meanwhile,  a  series  of  seminars  are 
being  held  around  the  country  to  instill  in 
administrators  and  trustees  of  church- 
related  health  and  welfare  institutions 
the  lessons  learned  through  the  recently 
settled  Pacific  Homes  litigation  in  the 


hope  that  no  such  court  action  will  again 
threaten  the  denomination. 

The  “two  common  mistakes”  made  by 
annual  conferences  are  (1)  to  attempt  to 
write  one  agreement  for  all  the 
institutions  in  a  conference,  and  (2)  to 
define  a  relationship  that  has  both 
distance  and  control  at  the  same  time, 
according  to  the  Rev.  John  A.  Murdock 
who  heads  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  in  New  York,  and 
Paul  J.  Bankes  Jr.,  the  attorney  for  the 
division. 

Mr.  Bankes  told  persons  at  a 
Bloomington,  Minn,  meeting  that  there 
are  no  hard  and  fast  rules  for  staying  out 
of  legal  difficulties.  However,  he  laid  out 
a  three-point  program  for  avoiding  most 
potential  conflicts,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  News  Service  story. 

First,  he  said,  institutions  must,  on  an 
individual  basis,  define  specifically  what 
their  relationship  to  the  church  is.  In  the 
case  of  health  and  welfare  facilities,  this 
relationship  is  usually  with  the  annual 
conference  in  which  the  institution  is 
located,  and  not  with  the  denomination. 

Second,  once  the  relationship  is 
defined,  every  document  describing  that 
relationship  must  be  checked  to  see  that 
it  conforms  to  the  definition.  Articles  of 
incorporation,  bylaws,  brochures, 
stationery,  signs  and  even  business  cards 
of  staff  people  should  carry  the  same 


identification  of  relationship. 

The  third  point  Mr.  Bankes  suggested 
was  for  church-related  facilities  to  make 
sure  they  and  the  Annual  Conferences 
understand  the  consequences  of  the 
relationship  they  have  mutually  defined. 
“There  is  nothing  wrong  with  accepting 
liability  for  an  institution,”  he  stated, 
“but  know  you  are  doing  it.” 

A  major  part  of  the  presentation  in  the 
series  of  meetings  is  a  review  of  a  booklet 
titled  “A  Guide  on  Relationships,” 
prepared  by  Mr.  Bankes  and  given  to 
each  participant.  It  provides,  a  step-b,y- 
step  design  for  analyzing  relationships. 

One  problem  in  writing  the  booklet,  the 
attorney  said,  was  to  make  it  usable  by 
non-lawyers,  for  he  believes  there  are 
many  things  that  people  responsible  for 
institutions  can  do  before  consulting  an 
attorney.  “You  n^d  "lawyers,”  he 
asserted,  “but  use  them  efficiently. 
Much  can  be  worked  out  by  lay  people 
before  checking  with  a  lawyer.  ” 

In  his  closing  statement,  Mr.  Bankes 
said,  “We  are  not  suggesting  a  break 
between  facilities  and  conferences.  What 
we  are  suggesting  is  that  you  understand 
what  those  relationships  are.” 

“What,”  he  asked  the  assembly,  “is 
our  moral  responsibility?  Isn’t  part  of 
our  moral  responsibility  to  operate  in  a 
priident,  businesslike  manner  which 
protects  the  people  who  deal  with  us?  " ' 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  Long  considered  a 
leader  on  social  issues  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  now  is  drawing  consider¬ 
able  fire  from  some  of  its  ecumen¬ 
ical  friends  because  it  is  not  joining  them 
in  the  so-called  Nestle  boycott 
And  groups  within  the  UMC  are  also  at 
odds  over  the  issue. 

The  UMC’s  national  coordinating 
agency,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM),  is  the  chief  target 
because  it  is  meeting  Oct.  27-31  in  a 
Nestle-owned  hotel  here  in  the  Council’s 
headquarters  city. 

Also  under  some  attack  is  the  task 
force  formed  by  the  UMC  to  deal  with  the 
issue  of  infant  formula  marketing  in 
developing  countries.  Thus  far,  it  has 
continued  its  position  of  mediation. 

Leaders  of  two  United  Methodist 
general  agencies  and  of  six 
denominations  —  which  advocate  a 
boycott  of  Nestle  Corp.  products  — 
accuse  the  GCOM  of  “hurting 
ecumenism.” 

They  charge  that  the  GCOM’s  non¬ 
boycott  stance  is  undermining  the 
international  effort  to  bring  about 
changes  in  Nestle’s  alleged  irresponsible 
promotion  of  infant  formula  in  the  Third 
World.  Such  promotion,  they  claim, 
causes  mothers  to  avoid  or  prematurely 
stop  breastfeeding,  often  leading  to 
infant  malnutrition  and  death. 
Legislative  activity 
The  one  body  that  speaks  officially  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  —  the  1980 
General  Conference  —  turned  down  a 
proposal  to  join  the  boycott  in  1980. 

But  the  General  Conference  allowed 
agencies  and  annual  conferences  of  the 
UMC  to  make  their  own  decisions.  Thirty 
conferences  and  two  general  boards 
(Global  Ministries,  Church  and  Society) 
have  joined  the  six  U.S.  denominations  in 
the  international  boycott  of  Nestle 
products. 

However,  the  General  Conference’s 
position  is  being  followed  by  43  annual 
conferences  and  several  other  general 
agencies  including  GCOM  which  was 
instructed  specifically  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  General  Conference. 

By  a  vote  of  510-398,  the  1980  General 
Conference  decided  the  UMC  should  try 
to  be  a  mediating  agent  in  the  seemingly 
stalemated,  years-long  controversy.  The 
vehicle  was  to  be  a  task  force  appointed 
by  the  GCOM.  With  the  UMC  staying 
1  neutral  on  the  boycott  question,  the  task 
force  was  directed  to  deal  with  the 
manufacturers  and  try  to  bring  a 
resolution  that  would  benefit  the  world’s 
infants.  Failing  at  that,  the  task  force 
also  could  decide  to  recommend  to 
GCOM  that  it  endorse  the  boycott  of 
Nestle,  maker  of  half  the  world’s  infant 
formula,  on  behalf  of  the  denomination. 

The  nine-member  task  force  —  includ¬ 
ing  some  persons  nominated  by  the  two 


Seminary -based  prejudice 
against  women  targeted 


CLASSIFIED 


A  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  is 
being  sought  by  Bd  Air  UMC  in  Bel  Air.  Maryland. 
Church  School  has  average  of  300  young  people 
Salary  negotiable,  good  benefits.  Contact  BAUMC,  21 
Lin  wood  Ave.,  Bel  Air,  MD  21014  or  call  (301)  838- 
5188.  


ERLANdER  UNITED  Methodist  Church  is 
a  full-time  Director  of  Music  and  Youth.  The  church 
has  530  members  and  is  located  in  a  transitional 
community  about  10  miles  south  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
The  church  is  evangelical  in  theology  and  middle 
class  income.  Contact  Mr.  Bruce  Fulton,  596  Watson 
Road.  Erlanger.  KY  41018. 


BY  SUBSCRIBING  to  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK,  the 
international  mission  magazine  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  you'll  learn  how  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  in  mission  in  some  90  countries, 
including  the  U.S.  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  brings 
the  world  to  your  doorstep  and  reports  on  how  you’re 
helping  your  church  to  help  people  help  themselves 
Send  your  check/ money  order  (1  yr.  f7;  2  yrs.  fl3) 
today  to:  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK.  Service  Center, 
7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  OH  45237 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  -  Non-profit 
church  related  agency  is  looking  for  person  to 
develop  all  aspects  of  fund  raising  program  and 
public  relations  including  annual  giving,  defer¬ 
red  giving,  grant  request,  newsletter  and  public 
speaking.  Salary  competitive  depending  on  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to  Henry  Whitney,  David  and 
Margaret  Home.  Inc..  1350  Third  Street,  La  Verne. 
CA  91750 


VOLUNTEER  YOUTH  WORKER  sought  by  local 
church  in  Anchorage,  Alaska  to  assist  in 
development  of  youth  program.  Room,  board  and 
small  stipend  provided  Write  East  Anchorage  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1666  Patterson  St.,  Anchorage, 
AK  99604  Phone  (907  )  333-6611 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted,  full  or  part  time. 
Salary  negotiable  Weley  United  Methodist  Church. 
Box  216.  El  Reno.  OK  73036,  (405  )  262-3734  or  262-2899 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  In  a  continued 
effort  to  reverse  sexist  patterns  in 
seminary  enrollment,  faculty  and 
theology,  the  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  has  targeted 
UM-related  seminaries  for  special 
attention  in  1982. 

The  commission,  which  serves  as  the 
advocate  for  women  in  the  church,  has 
planned  its  First  workshop  for  first-year 
theology  students  at  the  invitation  of  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  early  next  year.  The  workshops, 
which  will  be  led  by  two-  or  three- 
member  teams  of  commissioners,  will 
focus  on  first-hand  experiences  of 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex  in  the 
academic  setting,  and  how  these  sexist 
patterns,  if  not  reversed,  could  carry 
over  into  a  local  church  setting. 

Trudie  Preciphs,  one  of  the 
commission’s  three  executives,  said  the 
workshops  will  deal  with  identifying 
sexist  patterns  in  employment, 
enrollment  and  curriculum. 

Dr.  Rosemary  Radford  Ruether,  a 
professbr  at  Garrett  Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
and  guest  lecturer  here  emphasized  the 
need  to  change  the  church’s  subordinate 
view  of  women  and  to  alter  practices 
which  hamper  both  enrollment  and 
hiring  of  women. 

She  told  members  of  the  commission 
that  the  lesser  number  of  women 
students,  lack  of  tenured  women  faculty 
and  inherited  sexist  attitudes  of  male 
theologians  have  all  contributed  to 
retardation  of  women’s  development  as 
pastors. 

“Elimination  of  women  as  shapers  of 
the  official  theological  culture  means 
that  it  will  assume  male-centered 
standards  and  will  automatically  define 
women  as  secondary  citizens,”  said  Dr. 
Ruether,  an  expert  in  feminist  theol- 
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general  agencies  which  endorse  the  boy¬ 
cott  —  has  steered  clear  of  the  boycott 
in  favor  of  continued  negotiations. 

On  the  basis  of  that,  GCOM  officials 
decided  to  keep  meeting  at  the  Nestle- 
owned  hotel  (Stouffer’s)  where  it  has 
traditionally  met.  They  said  the  decision 
was  based  on  Nestle’s  promise  to  support 
an  international  code  on  breastmilk 
substitutes  and  to  abide  by  various 
nations’  legislation  regarding  infant 
health  and  nutrition. 

Implicit  in  the  July  announcement  was 
the  impression  that  Nestle’s  response 
satisfied  the  council’s  two  top  officers,  at 
least  so  far  as  clearing  the  1981  meeting 
site. 

An  outcry  has  ensued.  Some  bishops, 
secular  organizations  connected  to  the 
boycott,  annual  conferences  and  the 
major  boycott-coordinating  groups  have 
protested.  Critical  letters  have  poured 
into  GCOM  and  task  force  members. 

“It  is  regrettable  that  the  United 
Methodist  GCOM  has  seen  fit  to  act 
without  ecumenical  consultation,”  wrote 
the  Rev.  Neill  Richards,  coordinator  of 
the  world  hunger  committee  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  The  UCC, 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  United 
Presbyterian,  Presbyterian  U.S., 
American  Baptist  and  Christian 
(Disciples)  Churches  “have  spent  long 
hours  in  research  and  evaluation  of  this 
issue.  I  am  concerned  that  the  GCOM 
position  may  be  used  to  divide  the 
religious  community  and  potentially 
undermine  coordinated  and  ecumenical 
dialogue  with  Nestle  that  might  lead  to  a 
successful  resolving  of  this  issue.” 

Call  for  a  meeting 
Most  of  the  letters  essentially  made  the 
same  points,  the  Rev.  Norman  E. 
Dewire,  chief  executive  of  GCOM,  told 
the  Reporter. 

One  coordinator  of  the  boycott,  the 
Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility  —  which  receives  much  of 
its  funding  from  the  UMC  —  asked  for  a 
meeting  with  GCOM.  The  GCOM 
executive  committee  last  month  declined 
that  request,  saying  the  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force  is  doing  the  negotiating  for 
the  UMC. 

The  UMC’s  Joint  Panel  on 
International  Affairs  —  a  committee  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Church  and 
Society  members  whose  boards  support 
the  boycott  —  met  recently  and  discussed 
strategies  to  counteract  the  GCOM’s  non¬ 
boycott  stance.  One  decision  was  to  ask 
GCOM  directors  to  meet  with  them  to 
discuss  their  role  in  relation  to  the 
boycott.  GCOM  has  not  yet  replied. 

Several  members  of  the  joint  panel 
expressed  great  displeasure  that  the 
GCOM’s  action  is  allegedly  being  widely 
publicized  by  Nestle  to  combat  criticism 
of  the  company  from  other 
denominations. 

The  UM  Infant  Formula  Task  Force 
last  month  agreed  that  it  should  value  the 


ogy,  which  assumes  a  belief  in  the 
equality  of  the  sexes. 

She  said  the  first  task  of  feminist 
theology  is  to  document  the  historical 
exclusion  of  and  bias  against  women  and 
explore  historically-based  alternatives  in 
the  Judeo-Christian  framework. 

Dr.  Ruether  cited  a  passage  in  I 
Timothy  which  orders  women  to  keep 
silent  before  God  and  man  in  church.  She 
said  this  passage  indicates  a  second 
generation’s  reaction  to  first  generation 
women  actively  involved  in  Christian 
teaching.  “Whenever  you  find  a  man  in 
the  Bible  telling  women  what  they  can’t 
do,  you  know  it  must  be  because  women 
were  already  doing  it,”  Dr.  Ruether  said. 

She  urged  the  commission  to  push  the 
seminaries  to  teach  feminist  theology 
and  alternative  accounts  of  Judeo- 
Christian  history  which  trace  female 
involvement  in  religious  development. 
More  important,  she  said,  more  women 
faculty  and  students  need  to  be  recruited. 
“Women  can’t  change  theological 
culture  until  they  are  represented  in  it,” 
Dr.  Ruether  said. 

In  zeroing  in  on  seminaries,  the 
commission  also  voted  last  week  to  act  as 
advocate  for  Dr.  Nancy  Richardson,  the 
former  director  of  development  of 
community  life  at  UM-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.  Dr. 
Richardson,  who  was  dismissed  from  her 
position  earlier  this  year,  has  filed  a 
grievance  under  university  procedure 
naming  sexism  as  one  reason  for  her 
termination.  According  to  a  report  by  its 
coordinating  committee,  the  commission 
has  requested  an  investigation  by  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  the 
University  Senate. 

Budget  problems,  which  have  plagued 
the  commission  for  several  years, 
appeared  even  more  pressing  at  this 
meeting  because  inflation  has  wiped  out 
its  small  reserves  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  has  notified  the  commission  its 
income  would  be  increased  only  5 
percent  in  1982. 

A  major  action  at  the  meeting  was  the 
vote  to  hold  only  one  meeting  of  the 
commission  next  year  instead  of  the 
usual  two,  plus  one  meeting  of  the  10- 
member  Coordinating  Committee. 


Dr.  Yrgoyen 


decisions  made  by  other  denominations. 
But  members  pointed  out  that  that 
means  considering  denominations  which 
have  chosen  to  remain  neutral  as  well  as 
those  which  are  boycotting. 

Among  ecumenically-oriented 
Protestant  denominations,  the  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
and  the  American  Lutheran  Church  are 
among  the  largest  remaining  neutral. 

One  reason  the  boycotters  and  the 
manufacturers  are  lobbying  the  GCOM 
and  the  task  force  so  intensely  is  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  membership 
(9.6  million)  is  larger  than  the  combined 
memberships  of  the  six  U.S. 
“boycotting”  denominations  which  have 
8  million  members. 

UMC  ‘hoodwinked’? 

A  delegation  from  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Interfaith 
Center  on  Corporate  Responsibility 
recently  returned  from  Switzerland 
where  its  members  met  with  Nestle’s 
chairman  and  executive  vice-president 
The  delegation  reported  that  Nestle 
officers  made  it  clear  that  they  had  no 
intention  of  changing  marketing 
practices  —  to  meet  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO)  infant  formula 
marketing  code  passed  last  May  —  in 
nations  which  don’t  adapt  the  code. 

But  the  UM  task  force  since  then  has 
been  told  by  Nestle  officials  from  Wash¬ 
ington:  “On  the  few  points  where  com¬ 
pany  policy  is  not  currently  in  total  con¬ 
formity  with  the  detailed  (WHO)  recom¬ 
mendations,  adjustments  are  being  made 
voluntarily  by  the  company  and  are  being 
implemented  as  quickly  as  feasible. 

Persons  from  the  six  “boycotting” 
denominations  and  other  groups  have 
told  the  Reporter  that  they  believe  Nestle 
may  be  hood-winking  the  United 
Methodists  by  telling  them  a  story 
different  from  the  Firm’s  official  policy. 

Clarifications 

A  story  in  the  Oct.  2  issue  of  TM/UMR 
headlined  “Oklahoma  UMs  fume  over 
ecumenical  bail  fund”  stated  that 
representatives  from  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  failed  to 
consult  with  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference  before  voting  to  post  bail  for 
a  Native  American  woman  convicted  of 
killing  an  Oklahoma  City  policeman.  The 
story  should  have  added,  however,  that 
the  representatives  did  consult  with 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
officials  who  supported  the  bail  gesture. 

•  *  • 

Two  stories  in  the  Reporter  last 
summer  indicated  that  South  Indiana 
Annual  Conference  was  one  of  the 
biggest  losers  in  membership  in  1980.  A 
recent  challenge  to  that  statement  has 
led  to  the  discovery -that  a-decimal  point 
was  misplaced  in  the  Reporter’s  original 
calculations.  Actually,  South  Indiana 
posted  one  of  the  smallest  percentage 
losses  —  0.22%. 


the  church 
today 

WCC  gives  46  grants  to  end 
racism;  SWAPO  again  heads  list 

GENEVA,  Switzerland  (RNS)  -  The 
South-West  Africa  People’s  Organization 
(SWAPO)  once  again  headed  the  grant 
list  in  the  annual  awards  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  program  to  combat 
racism. 

Some  $587,000  in  grants  to  46  groups 
was  announced  here  by  the  ecumenical 
organization.  It  compares  with  last 
year’s  record  $775,500  to  45  groups. 

Since  the  special  fund  was  established 
in  1970,  it  has  granted  $4.7  million  to 
movements  fighting  racism.  The  grants 
have  often  stirred  controversy  because 
of  the  violent  methods  used  by  some  of 
the  recipients.  An  $85,000  grant  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  of  Zimbabwe  in  1978  led 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Ireland  and  the  Salvation 
Army  from  World  Council  membership. 

SWAPO,  which  received  $200,000  from 
the  program  last  year,  gets  $125,000  in 
1981  for  administrative  and  legal-defense 
costs  in  Namibia  and  broadcasting  and 
administrative  costs  in  four  countries 
bordering  the  territory. 

Another  $125,000  is  being  divided 
among  three  South  African 
organizations:  the  African  National 
Congress,  $65,000,  for  youth  and 
educational  work;  the  Pan  Africanist 
Congress  of  Azania,  for  publications,  and 
the  South  African  Congress  of  Trade 
Unions  (SACTU),  $15,000,  for  a  bi¬ 
monthly  journal  and  a  workers’  relief 
fund. 

New  executive  chosen  for 
church  history  agency 

LAKE  JUNA-  ^  ^ 
LUSKA,  N.C. 

(UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  his¬ 
tory  agency  elected 
a  new  executive 
here  last  month  and 
furthered  plans  for 
moving  its  head¬ 
quarters  and  ar¬ 
chives  to  New  Jer¬ 
sey  next  year. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr.  will 
become  general  secretary  of  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  succeeding  the 
Rev.  John  H.  Ness,  who  is  retiring  after 
23  years  in  the  work.  Dr.  Yrigoyen  is  now 
professor  of  religion  and  chaplain  at 
Albright  College  in  Reading,  Pa. 

The  agency  plans  to  move  in  July  1982  to 
a  new  building  at  Drew  University  in 
Madison,  N.J.,  which  will  house  the 
denomination’s  rapidly  growing  ar¬ 
chives,  as  well  as  museum  and  library. 


Get  Ready  for  Advent — the  first 
Sunday  is  November  29! 


In  order  to  get  ready  for 
Advent,  you  need  to 
place  your  orders  for 
study  materials  now. 
Cokesbury  offers  an 
excellent 

Advent-Christmas  group 
or  individual  study  in 
Christ  Comes  among  Us, 
by  Walker  L.  Rai/ey. 
Drawing  from  scriptural 
references  in  Isaiah  and 
II  Samuel,  Railey 
examines  the  true 
meaning  of  Christ's  gifts 
to  us:  hope,  joy,  love, 
life,  and  peace.  All  ages 
can  use  this  study  to 
look  at  what  Christ  has 
done  and  is  doing  for 
them. 

Advent:  A  Calendar  of 
Devotions,  1981,  by  Jo 
Carr  and  Donna  Cash  is 
a  booklet  of  brief 
inspirational  devotions 
for  use  during  the 
Advent  season, 

beginning  with  the  first  Sunday.  For  the  entire  family  or  the 
church  congregation — scripture,  song,  and  devotion  are  combined 
with  a  candlelighting  service  to  guide  you  through  the  season. 

Each,  1.50 
10  or  more  copies,  each,  1.15 


Christ  Comes  among  Us.  G03-068087. 


Advent:  A  Calendar  of  Devotions,  1981.  A01 -008808.  100  for  20.00 

Place  your  orders  early  at  your  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center  or  local  Cokesbury 
Bookstore. 


Prices  subject  to  change.  Transportation  and  sales  tax,  if  applicable,  extra. 


Nashville.  TN  37202 


Teaneck,  Nj  07666 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame.  CA  94010 


1661  North  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge.  IL  60066 


Shop  in  person  or  by  phone  at  these  Cokesbury  Bookstores: 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia 
Dallas  •  Dayton  •  Denver  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst  •  Harrisburg  •  Houston 
Indianapolis  •  lacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville  •  Utile  Rock  •  Los  Angeles  *  Memphis  •  Miami 
Nashville  1 2  stores)  •  North  Canton  •  Park  Ridge  •  Philadelphia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond 
Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
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St.  Francis  recaptures  spotlight 

7//s  life  speaks  with  an  insistence 
like  that  of  the  Gospel 9 

--JohnM.  Todd ,  historian 


By  LAURENCE  MULLIN 
Religious  News  Service 

The  800th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi,  one  of  the  most  popular 
figures  in  the  whole  of  Western 
Christendom,  is  being  commemorated 
starting  this  month. 

.  A  year  of  religious  commemorations 
and  scholarly  seminars  has  been  planned 
•through  October  1982  in  various  places 
throughout  the  world  where  Franciscan 
followers  of  the  medieval  saint  have 
spread. 

Man  of  many  meanings 

Francis  has  meant  many  things  to  dif¬ 
ferent  people.  To  some,  he  was  a  tor¬ 
mented  mystic  ;  to  others,  a  clown  of  God  ; 
'to  still  others,  either  an  inspired  church 
'reformer  or  an  incipient  heretic.  To  a 
contemporary,  he  was  “a  simple,  unlet¬ 
tered  man,  delightful  to  God  and  man.” 

As  religion  journalist  Elliott  Wright 
says  in  a  new  book  on  Christian  heroes 
and  heroines,  ‘‘Holy  Company,”  Francis 
'“can  be  molded  to  the  prejudices  and 
’pleasures  of  any  generation,  romanti¬ 
cized,  or  made  a  target  of  skeptics.” 

■*  Long  venerated  as  the  founder  of  a 
great  religious  order  that  bears  his 
''name,  Francis  has  been  saluted  over  the 
'years  as  ‘‘the  most  lovable  of  the  saints,” 
-;a  ‘‘splendid  and  yet  merciful  mirror  of 
r<Christ,”  the  “only  true  Christian,”  and 
r*even  as  “the  last  Christian.” 
r*  Other  admirers  have  seen  Francis  as 
the  world’s  “first  socialist,”  a  forerunner 
of  humane  treatment  of  animals,  and,  of 
late,  an  “ecologist”  before  his  time. 

Scholars  are  agreed  that  Francis,  after 
his  “born-again”  experience,  was  a  man 
of  utter  simplicity  and  single- 
‘mindedness  who  had  but  one  overarching 
aim:  to  love  Christ  and  imitate  his  life 
perfectly,  even  literally,  in  poverty, 
humility  and  charity. 

Born  in  Assisi  in  Umbria  in  1181, 
;  Francesco  Bernadone  was  the  son  of  a 
.prosperous  textile  merchant  and  a 
French-bom  mother.  His  father,  Pietro, 
on  business  in  France  at  the  time,  later 
named  his  son  after  that  country,  even 
though  the  baby  had  been  baptized 
/Giovanni  (John). 


As  a  young  man,  testing  his  mettle  in 
one  of  the  innumerable  intertown  mini- 
civil  wars  that  were  a  feature  of  the  time 
in  Italy,  he  took  part  in  an  Assisian 
campaign  against  neighboring  Perugia 
in  1201,  was  taken  prisoner  and  remained 
a  hostage  there  for  a  year  in  a  foul¬ 
smelling,  mouse-infested  cell. 

That  experience,  plus  a  severe  illness, 
had  a  sobering  effect  on  the  would-be 
knight.  He  began  to  change.  Renouncing 
his  old  life,  he  adopted  the  ways  of  a 


St.  Francis  of  Assisi  was  depicted  by 
Graham  Faulkner  in  the  film  —  “Brother 
Sun,  Sister  Moon”  —  which  was  based 
loosely  on  the  saint’s  life. 
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hermit,  neglecting  his  friends  and 
wandering  about  old  churches. 

On  April  16,  1206,  while  praying  in  the 
crumbling  church  of  San  Damiano,  near 
the  town  of  Assisi,  he  seemed  to  hear  — 
he  later  said  —  the  voice  of  Christ  telling 
him :  “Francis,  repair  my  falling  house.” 

Impetuous,  literal-minded,  Francis 
went  to  his  father’s  warehouse  and 
without  letting  his  father  know,  took  a 
bale  of  fine  cloth,  sold  it  and  used  the 
money  to  pay  for  renovation  of  the 
church  structure. 

For  Pietro  Bernadone,  who  was  less 
than  happy  about  his  son’s  new  life-style, 
this  was  the  last  straw.  Pietro  hauled 
Francis  before  the  local  bishop  to  be 
disciplined  for  the  theft  and  persuaded  to 
change  his  way  of  life  —  to  no  avail. 

Promptly  acceding  to  his  father’s 
announcement  that  he  would  be 
disinherited  and  disowned,  unless  he 
capitulated,  Francis  took  another  bold, 
impulsive  step.  Saying,  “you’d  better 
have  my  clothes  too,”  he  stripped  and 
stood  naked  before  the  entourage.  The 
bishop’s  shocked  attendants  rushed 
forward  with  a  rough  tunic  to  cover  him. 
And  Francis  went  off  penniless  “to  wed 
Lady  Poverty.” 

Two  years  later,  while  attending  a 
Mass,  Francis  was  again  moved  by  a 
Gospel  reading:  “Make  this  announce¬ 
ment:  ‘The  reign  of  God  is  at  hand.’ 
Cure  the  sick,  raise  the  dead,  heal  the 
leprous,  expel  demons.  The  gift  you  have 
received,  give  as  a  gift.  Provide  your¬ 
selves  with  neither  gold  nor  copper  in  your 
belts;  no  traveling  bag,  no  change  of 
shirt,  no  sandals,  no  walking  staff.” 

From  hermit  to  renewal 

To  Francis,  this  was  a  clarion  call,  as 
he  later  noted,  to  preach  Christ  in 


lowliness,  simplicity  and  poverty.  It  was 
a  decisive  moment.  Abandoning  his 
hermit’s  way  of  life,  he  began  to  preach 
and  gather  like-minded  companions 
around  him. 

Up  and  down  central  Italy,  the  brown- 
robed  friars  spread  out,  calling  people, 
high  and  low,  to  renewal  of  faith  and  re- 
pentence.  The  movement  caught  fire. 
Recruits  flocked  in. 

Francis  had  had  no  desire  to  establish 
a  formal  religious  order.  He  had  but  one 
desire:  to  follow,  literally,  the  Christ  of 
the  Gospels  in  stark  poverty  and 
simplicity. 

Inevitably,  however,  under  various 
pressures,  his  brotherhood  began  to  take 
on  the  form  of  a  cloistered  monastic 
order,  with  the  members  living  commu¬ 
nally  like  monks  in  fixed  abodes  and  daily 
reciting  the  Divine  Office  in  choir. 

It  was  toward  the  end  of  his  life,  when 
he  was  ill,  half  blind,  and  in  unremitting 
pain,  that  he  composed  his  most  famous 
poem  of  praise,  “Song  of  the  Creatures,” 
also  known  as  the  “Canticle  of  Brother 
Sun.” 

Looking  upon  man  and  nature  as 
forming  a  family  beloved  of  God,  Francis 
praised  God  on  behalf  of  Brother  Sun, 
Sister  Moon,  Sister-Mother  Earth,  and 
air,  fire  and  water. 

“Praise,  blessings,  thanksgiving  to  my 
Lord,”  Francis  sings.  “Let  us  serve  him 
with  great  love.” 

Difficult  to  believe 

"It  is  difficult  not  to  view  the  story  of 
Francis  as  a  myth,”  observes  British 
historian  John  M.  Todd.  “But  in  fact  his 
life  is  of  outstanding  historical 
importance.  It  reveals  precisely  that 
religious  dimension  without  a 
recognition  of  which  history  cannot  be 
written  properly.  It  reveals  both  the 
power  of  reforming  movements  in  the 
Church  and  the  power  of  Christianity 
within  its  conventional  structure. 

“His  life  speaks  with  an  insistence  like 
that  of  the  Gospel ;  it  has  that  element  of 
protest,  of  single-mindedness, 
conversion,  simplicity  —  in  fact  of 
charity,  of  faith,  and  hope  —  which  (lies) 
at  the  heart  of  all  genuine  Christianity.” 
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,  Grand  jury  views  bishop 

!  CHICAGO  —  According  to  a 
!  copyrighted  story  appearing  in  the  Sept. 

!  10  morning  editions  of  the  Chicago  Sun- 
I  Times,  a  federal  grand  jury  is  seeking  to 
J  determine  whether  Cardinal  John  P. 

!  Cody,  above,  leader  of  2.5  million 
<  Chicago  Catholics,  illegally  diverted 

*  nearly  $1  million  belonging  to  the 
»  archdiocese  to  Mrs.  Helen  Dolan  Wilson, 

;  a  step-cousin  from  St.  Louis.  Archdi-' 
\  ocesan  officials  “categorically”  denied 
!  that  there  had  been  any  misuse  of  funds. 

jTax  exempt 

\  status  invites 
investigation 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Churches 

*  would  be  free  of  the  kind  of  investigation 
)  currently  involving  Chicago  Cardinal 
;  John  Cody  is  they  were  not  given  tax 
;  exemption,  says  a  theologian  who  heads 
!;  the  church-state  committee  of  the 
/  American  Civil  Liberties  Union. 

Even  so,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Swomley  Jr., 

!•  said  he  does  not  believe  there  are  church- 
;•  state  implications  to  the  investigation 
being  conducted  by  a  federal  grand  jury 
»  into  allegations  that  Cardinal  Cody  may 
J  have  diverted  church  funds  by  making  ex- 
{  tsnsive  gifts  to  a  friend. 

*  However,  Dr.  Swomley  added  that  the 
I  investigation  might  violate  church-state 
j  separation  if  it  were  found  to  be  “a 

*  fishing  expedition”  to  discredit  the 

*  cardinal  and  his  church  or  if  the  prelate 

*  were  given  special  privilege  because  he 
!  is  a  cardinal. 

«  “John  Cody  and  clergy  generally 
J  should  be  treated  as  all  other  citizens," 
i  said  Dr.  Swomley,  professor  of  social 

*  ethics  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  a 
i  Kansas  City  United  Methodist 
\  institution. 

j  As  long  as  a  church  is  given  tax 
3  exemption,  money  contributed  to  that 
j  church  has  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
intended  by  contributors,  he  said. 

Pastor  drops  sermon 
for  president’s  sake 

PORTLAND,  Maine  (RNS)  -  When 
Jimmy  Carter  was  president,  his 
minister  had  to  change  a  sermon  at  the 
last  minute  so  Mr.  Carter  wouldn’t  be 
embarrassed  at  a  Sunday  service. 

Clarence  W.  Cranford,  NS,  a  former 
minister  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Washington,  said  the  sermon  topic  was 
“I  am  my  Brother’s  Keeper,"  but  Billy 
Carter’s  Libyan  controversy  forced  a 
change  of  plans. 


Focus  shifts  to  ‘ positive  programs  ’ 


Scientologists  want  fights  to  end 


LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  California 
officials  of  the  Church  of  Scientology  say 
the  controversial  group  is  tired  of 
fighting  the  government. 

They  have  announced  a  major 
restructuring  of  the  church’s  top-level 
Guardian  Office  and  indicated  that 
Scientologists  will  begin  focusing  on 
positive  programs. 

The  church’s  battles  with  the  federal 
government  and  the  scientific 
establishment  have  made  it  appear  at 


various  times  as  both  persecutor  ana 
victim. 

In  its  early  years  in  the  1950s  and  60s  it 
ran  afoul  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  and  the  federal  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  as  a  result  of 
charges  that  its  counseling  methods  were 
fraudulent. 

Five  of  the  U.S.  church’s  leaders  were 
among  11  Scientologists  convicted  two 
years  ago  of  criminal  conspiracy  against 
the  government.  Leaders  of  the  church 


‘Untouchables’  join  Islams 


MEENAKSHIPURAM,  (Tamil  Nadu) 
India  (EPS)  —  There  were  at  one  time 
several  instances  of  mass  conversions  to 
Christianity.  The  converts,  for  the  most 
part,  came  from  the  ranks  of  low-caste 
Hindus.  They  used  to  be  known  as 
“untouchables”;  today  they  are  called 
“Harijans”  —  “people  of  God”  a  term 
popularized  by  Mahatma  Gandhi. 

Not  many  Harijans  are  converted  to 
Christianity  these  days,  but  considerable 
numbers  are  embracing  Islam.  They 
make  no  secret  of  the  fact  that  they  leave 
the  Hindu  fold  in  order  to  escape  the 
many  social  discriminations  to  which 
they  are  still  subjected. 

The  wave  of  conversions  started  here 
in  this  small  village  in  southern  India. 
Last  February  some  600  Harijans,  over 
half  the  population  of  the  village, 
accepted  Islam.  The  movement  caught 
on,  and  groups  of  people  in  other  villages 
have  since  then  gone  over  to  Islam. 
Among  the  new  converts,  unlike  in  the 
old  days  of  conversion  to  Christianity, 


there  are  quite  a  number  of  educated  and 
well-to-do  people. 

Hindu  leaders  are  understandably  con¬ 
cerned  over  this  new  wave  of  conversions. 
They  have  held  a  number  of  confer¬ 
ences  and  even  managed  to  persuade  a 
few  small  groups  to  go  back  to  the  Hindu 
fold.  Any  large-scale  change  of  religion 
is  bound  to  create  social  tensions,  and  the 
government  of  India  is  also  concerned 
over  the  wave  of  conversions. 

How  does  the  Indian  Christian  church 
react  to  all  this?  The  situation  is 
embarrassing  for  the  church;  a  number 
of  new  converts  have  said  to  reporters 
that  they  prefer  Islam  to  Christianity 
because  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
caste  considerations  is  as  prevalent 
among  Christians  as  among  Hindus. 

—  T.  K.  Thomas* 

*T.  K.  Thomas  became  World  Council 
of  Churches  publications  editor  in 
August.  Prior  to  that,  he  was 
communications  secretary  for  the 
Christian  Conference  of  Asia. 


have  publicly  admitted  to  lying 
attempting  to  discredit  their  opponents. 

At  the  same  time,  civil  libertarians 
have  faulted  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  for  raiding  Scientology 
headquarters  in  Los  Angeles  and 
Washington  in  1977  and  removing  masses 
of  documents.  Many  observers  of  its 
battles  with  the  FBI  have  taken  a 
"plague  on  both  their  houses”  attitude. 

But  those  battles  may  be  about  to  end, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Kenneth  J. 
Whitman,  president  of  the  Church  of 
Scientology  of  California. 

He  recently  issued  a  statement  quoting 
L.  Ron  Hubbard,  founder  of  the 
movement,  as  having  said  in  1973  that  “a 
country  has  laws  and  regulations  to 
coordinate  its  activities.  One  does  not 
seek  to  get  around  these  or  avoid  these  or 
find  loopholes  in  them.  That  is 
complicated  and  dishonest.  It  is  much 
simpler  just  to  know  and  obey  them .  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Whitman  said  a  major  goal  of  the 
1980s  for  Scientology  will  be  “to  restore 
friendly  relations  with  the  governments 
of  the  world  through  the  resolution  of  our 
difficulties  with  them  and  by  working 
with  them  to  search  out  and  expose  the 
true  and  original  sources  of  the  continued 
conflict  between  them  and  the  church.” 

Summing  up  the  changes  that  have 
been  made,  Mr.  Whitman  said,  “We  have 
started  a  new  era  for  Scientology.  We 
have  a  new  executive  body  and  a  clean 
slate.  It  is  time  our  emphasis  comes  off 
the  past  and  into  the  future  and  we  take 
our  rightful  place  in  assisting  society  in 
handling  the  many  social  evils  that 
plague  the  nation  and  the  world." 


Dear  Deborah 


TV  shows  no  substitute  for 

Dear  Deborah 


Our  preacher  just  left  our  house  and 
I'm  pretty  mad.  He  came  to  see  why  I 
have  not  been  at  church  lately.  I  told  him 
I  WAS  in  church  every  Sunday  since  I 
watch  two  religious  programs  on 
television,  and  I  send  in  a  contribution  to 
each  of  them  every  month  or  so.  To  me 
this  seems  more  religious  than  going  to 
that  church  with  that  bunch  of 
hypocrites. 

I  know  what  they  are  like  because  I 
have  known  them  all  my  life;  there  is  so 
much  gossiping  and  backbiting  and  a  lot 
of  pretend-goodness  that  makes  me  sick. 
He  says  I  owe  it  to  my  church  to  come 
and  he  expects  to  see  me  Sunday.  What 
do  you  think?  l .N. 

History  of  Hym  ns 


DearL.N.: 

Watching  religious  programs  on  the 
tube  is  no  substitute  for  being  present 
among  the  gathered  worshippers  on 
Sunday  morning  —  except  when  health 
problems  make  it  necessary  to  do  so.  You 
are  just  a  spectator  at  an  event  —  there 
can  be  no  give  and  take  of  participation 
such  as  you  can  experience  in  a  worship 
service  in  a  church.  True  worship  of  God 
is  being  totally  involved  in  adoration  and 
commitment.  Of  course  it  is  possible  to 
go  to  church  physically  and  not 
experience  the  presence  of  God  and  that 
is  very  sad. 

There  are  a  good  many  hypocrites  in 
your  church  and  in  every  church.  Isn’t 
that  where  they  should  be?  Jesus  said  He 


church-going 

came  to  save  sinners  rather  than  to 
comfort  the  righteous  —  at  least  they  are 
in  the  right  place  to  avail  themselves  of 
His  saving  grace. 

My  advice  is  that  you  attend  church 
regularly  and  that  you  concentrate  on 
your  deepest  needs  and  on  praising  God 
with  all  your  heart,  soul  and  mind.  Let 
God  worry  about  the  hypocrites. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief,  questions  for 
the  column  will  be  selected  from  the 
letters.  Write:  “ Dear  Deborah ”  P.  O. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


Scot  pens  words  to  revivalist  hymn 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS  physician,  he  felt  God’s  call  to  the  taught  music  and  led  the 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

We  praise  thee,  O  God!  for  the  Son  of  thy 
love, 

For  Jesus  who  died,  and  is  now  gone 
above. 

Hallelujah!  thine  the  glory, 
Hallelujah!  amen;  Hallelujah! 

thine  the  glory. 

Revive  us  again. 

A  Scottish  minister  wrote  the  words 
and  a  one-time  choir  singer  at 
Westminster  Abbey  composed  the  music 
for  this  song,  it  has  been  identified  with 
American  revivalism  for  over  a  century. 

William  Mackay  studied  medicine  at 
the  University  of  Edinburgh.  However, 
after  several  years  as  a  successful 


physician,  he  felt  God’s  call  to  the 
ministry  and  was  ordained  in  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Scotland. 

Dr.  Mackay  wrote  the  words  of  the 
hymn  in  1863,  about  the  time  he  entered 
the  ministry.  The  words  are  based  on 
Habakkuk  3:2,  “O  Lord,  revive  thy  work 
in  the  midst  of  the  years.” 

John  J.  Husband,  who  composed  the 
tune,  was  a  native  of  Plymouth,  England. 
For  six  years  he  was  a  regular  singer  in 
the  choir  at  Westminster  Abbey  and 
participated  in  the  grand  performances 
and  magnificent  music  sung  there. 

When  he  was  40  years  old,  Mr. 
Husband  came  to  the  United  States  and 
became  a  successful  music  teacher.  In 
1809,  he  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 


taught  music  and  led  the  singing  at  St. 
Paul’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  until 
his  death  in  1825.  He  was  highly 
respected  as  a  churchman  and  as  a 
musician  throughout  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

Ira  D.  Sankey,  whose  name  is 
synonymous  with  the  gospel  song 
tradition  of  the  late  19th  century,  found 
this  tune  with  these  words  to  be 
extremely  popular  in  his  meetings.  The 
music  of  the  refrain  lends  itself  to 
vigorous  singing  by  throngs  of  people. 
The  hallelujahs  in  the  refrain  add  much 
excitement  to  the  song. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer” 


Both  ecumenical  fellowship  and 
action  ministries  are  bringing 
Christians  together  this  fall, 
according  to  several  news  reports. 

ABOVE: 

In  Wink,  Texas,  more  than  100 
persons  had  “ecumenical  ice  cream 
and  cake”  in  a  "back  to  school” 
celebration  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“If  you  have  never  had 
‘Ecumenical  Ice  Cream  and  Cake’  we 
strongly  recommend  it,”  said  a 
participant  among  the  gathering  of 
Baptist,  Assembly  of  God,  United 
Methodist  and  Church  of  Christ 
members. 

LOWER  PHOTO: 

In  Nashville,  Tenn.,  some  27  local 
churches  from  14  denominations  have 
established  the  East  Nashville 


Cooperative  Ministry  10  years  ago 
with  the  Rev.  Earl  Goodwin  as  the  ,< 
director. 

Nashville  United  Methodists 
contribute  office  space,  money  and 
personnel  while  goods,  store  workers 
and  volunteers  come  primarily  from 
other  church  quarters. 

The  ministry  is  geared  to  do  more 
than  hand  out  food  and  clothes.  “Its 
real  goal  is  to  assist  people  in  getting 
back  on  their  feet  by  supplying  job 
information,  resources  and  medical 
assistance,”  said  a  story  in  the 
Tennessee  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 

Approximately  2,000  persons  per 
month  receive  help  through  the 
cooperative  ministry  either  by 
coming  to  the  center  or  through 
requests  from  other  service  agencies. 


NEW  MEXICO  REPORTER  IIOTO 

Ecumenical  ice  cream  ? 
It’s  a  piece  of  cake 


TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE  REPORTER  PROTO 


Leader  says  church  can  aid 
Third  World  with  energy 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  Nairobi 
shoeshine  man’s  comment  —  “What 
have  we  done  that  makes  you  treat  us  so 
badly?”  —  epitomized  for  a  United 
Methodist  observer  the  problems  of  the 
recent  U.N.  Conference  on  New  and 
Renewable  Energy  Sources. 

That  is  what  the  man  said  when  asked 
by  the  Rev.  Luther  E.  Tyson  of 
Washington  what  question  he  would  like 
to  put  to  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  August 
U.N.  gathering  in  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

The  conference  raised  energy  issues  to 
“greater  visibility"  and  gathered  ideas 
for  solutions,  Dr.  Tyson  said.  However, 
meaningful  results  are  in  doubt  due  to 
issues  overlooked  and  to  official  U.S. 
opposition  to  special  organization  and 
funding.  Dr.  Tyson  is  director  of  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Justice  in 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

He  sees  a  big  potential  role  for  the 
church  in  various  ministries  to  help 
resolve  Third  World  energy  problems. 
He  stressed  especially  tree  planting, 
fuel,  soil  erosion,  food  supply,  and  water 
table  projects. 

Official  delegates  to  the  conference 
from  125  nations  set  up  a  U.N.  committee 


for  one  year  to  launch  a  program  aimed 
at  ending  world  dependence  on  fossil 
fuels.  But  it  was  given  no  funds.  One 
delegate  described  this  as  “the  Nairobi 
plan  on  inaction.” 

Dr.  Tyson  describes  the  basic  U.S. 
position  as  dependence  on  the  market  to 
solve  the  problems,  no  new  U.N. 
mechanism,  no  new  money,  and  reliance 
on  high-level  technology  not  suitable  to 
developing  nations. 

Many  U.S.  members  of  non¬ 
governmental  organizations  attending 
the  NGO  Forum  held  simultaneously 
strongly  criticized  the  statement  by 
Stanton  D.  Anderson,  Washington,  head 
of  the  U.S.  delegation  at  Nairobi.  The 
NGOs  said  U.S.  "verbal  support”  at  the 
conference  was  belied  by  the  fact  that  the 
“Reagan  Administration  is  fast 
becoming  one  of  the  major  obstacles  to 
the  worldwide  use  of  renewable  energy,” 
Dr.  Tyson  reported. 

The  U.S.’s  announced  support  for  a 
"market  force”  solution  is  contradicted 
by  its  “pulling  the  rug  out  from  under 
more  than  5,000  renewable  energy 
businesses”  and  its  increased  subsidies 
for  nuclear  power  and  synthetic  fuels, 
the  observer  forum  said. 


Church-state  notes 


MONTPELIER,  Vt.  (RNS)  -  A 
former  prison  guard  who  was  fired  for 
accepting  a  Bible  from  an  inmate  has 
argued  that  “God’s  law  is  superior  to 
man’s  law”  in  a  bid  for  unemployment 
benefits. 

Kevin  Gadwah  cited  scriptural 
passages  as  well  as  legal  cases  in  his 
brief  to  the  Vermont  Supreme  Court.  He 
was  denied  unemployment  benefits 
because  he  was  fired  for  misconduct. 

Mr.  Gadwah  was  on  the  staff  of  the  St. 
Albans  Correctional  Center  when  he 
violated  a  rule  against  accepting  gifts 
from  inmates. 

He  said  he  would  expect  the  state 
supreme  court  justices  to  “allow 
scriptural  law”  to  govern  >his  case,  but 
the  brief  also  cited  civil  law. 

One  citation  was  the  Vermont 
constitution’s  declaration  “that  all  men 
have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to 
worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences  and 
understandings,  as  in  their  opinion  shall 
be  regulated  by  the  word  of  God.  ’  ’ 

Fire  code  affirmed 

LANSING,  Mich.  (RNS)  —  Learning 
about  Jesus  in  the  North  Star  Baptist 
School  might  save  you  from  the  fires  of 
hell,  but  the  state  retains  jurisdiction 


over  man-made  blazes. 

That ‘s  the  message  from  the  Michigan 
Court  of  Appeals,  which  said  the  school 
cannot  ignore  state  fire  codes  on  the 
grounds  of  religious  freedom. 

“While  it  is  true  that  religious  belief 
may  not  be  restricted  or  regulated,  the 
state  —  acting  within  its  police  powers  — 
may  regulate  religious  practices  which 
run  contrary  to  the  state’s  interest  in  the 
health,  safety  and  welfare  of  its 
citizens,"  the  court  said  about  the 
dispute,  in  Luce  County  in  Michigan’s 
upper  peninsula. 

Its  decision  unanimously  upheld  Luce 
Circuit  Judge  William  Hood,  who  barred 
the  North  Star  Baptist  Church  from  using 
its  school  building  until  it  complies  with 
fire  codes. 

Church  bells  irk  neighbor 

ST.  CLOUD,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A  St. 
Cloud  man  who  has  found  a  church’s 
bells  anything  but  mellifluous  appealed 
to  the  City  Council  here  for  help  in  stilling 
the  tintinnabulation. 

The  pastor  of  the  offending  church  said 
he  might  go  along  with  city  regulation  of 
bell  ringing  if  it  would  clarify  the 
church’s  right  to  peal  its  bells. 
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School  Year  Holds  Promises 


Kendall  Funds  Received 
For  Student  Workers 


>j:  With  schools  open  for  only  a  few 

£  weeks,  signs  already  point  to  another 
£  successful  academic  year  for  MCH 
£  residents.  The  most  promising  sign  is 
£  the  continued  improvement  in  grades 
£  earned  by  MCH  students  in  public 
£  schools  over  the  past  several  years. 
£  The  cumulative  grade  point  average 
£  of  MCH  residents  was  2.50  in  1980-81. 
£  In  1979-80  it  was  2.39.  Each  year  sees 
£  more  students  making  the  honor  roll 
£  for  one  or  more  six  week  periods.  And 
£  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  this 
£  year’s  students  to  do  as  well  since  the 
£  MCH  educational  department  con- 
£  tinues  to  refine  and  expand  its  pro- 
£  gram  and  facilities, 
v  New  for  this  year  is  the  Olive  B. 
£  Gunby  Library  to  be  dedicated  in 
£  memory  of  the  late  Olive  Gunby  of 
£  Monroe.  Miss  Gunby  was  one  of  the 
£  teachers  in  the  school  which  was  part 
£  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage 
£  during  its  early  years.  Her  family  pro- 
£  vided  the  initial  funds  to  expand  the 
£  existing  library  and  relocate  it  in 
£  Sullivan  Educational  Center.  The 
£  library  has  modern  shelving  and 
cataloging  facilities  and  includes  a  re- 
£  source  room  to  be  used  by  the  two 
£  classes  which  meet  in  the  educational 
£  center.  A  dedicatory  service  will  be 
£  scheduled  for  the  library  later  on  this 
£  year. 

£  Sullivan  Educational  Center  begins 
£  its  second  school  term  as  the  nucleus 
•£  of  the  MCH  educational  program 
£  after  being  converted  from  a  chil- 
•£  dren’s  residence  in  the  summer  of 
£  1980.  It  was  chosen  for  educational 
•£  purposes  because  of  its  large  rooms 
£  suitable  for  teaching  as  well  as  the 
£  large  open  living  and  dining  area 
£  which  now  serves  as  the  library.  Addi- 
£  tional  work  this  summer  has  doubled 
£  the  space  in  one  of  the  classrooms  as 
£  well  as  making  the  room  more  com- 
£  fortable  for  the  students  and  teacher. 

£  Two  classes  are  currently  using 
•£  Sullivan  during  this  school  term.  One 
£  is  the  MCH  classroom  which  provides 
£  a  temporary  learning  experience  for 
£  children  and  youth  who  are  either  in 
£  emergency  shelter  care  or  being 
£  evaluated  for  the  residential  group 

’.y 


program.  The  students  in  this  class¬ 
room  are  given  instruction  in  the 
fundamentals  such  as  language  and 
math  while  they  await  enrollment  in 
public  schools.  At  the  same  time  their 
educational  needs  are  being  closely 
evaluated  by  the  classroom  teacher. 

The  other  class  using  Sullivan  at  the 
present  time  represents  a  joint  effort 
by  MCH  and  Lincoln  Parish  school 
officials.  The  class  is  open  to  students 
in  grades  7-12  who  are  presently 
unable  to  adjust  either  socially  or 
emotionally  to  the  average  classroom 
setting.  The  teacher  and  educational 
materials  are  provided  by  Lincoln 
Parish  Schools  while  the  space  and 
utilities  are  provided  by  MCH.  This 
classroom  enables  MCH  to  provide 


residential  care  for  a  considerable 
number  of  children  and  youth  who 
would  otherwise  be  ineligible  for  the 
residential  program  because  of  their 
inability  to  adjust  in  public  school  set¬ 
tings. 

Besides  these  two  classes  MCH 
offers  supplemental  educational  ser¬ 
vices  that  help  students  to  achieve  in 
their  classroom  situations.  There  is 
regularly  scheduled  tutoring  for 
selected  students  as  well  as  the  daily 
study  hour  in  the  children’s  resi¬ 
dences.  The  MCH  educational  direc¬ 
tor  maintains  close  contact  with  pub¬ 
lic  school  officials  and  teachers  in  an 
effort  to  monitor  each  child’s 
progress.  This  past  summer  as  in 
previous  summers  many  MCH  resi- 
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dents  attended  summer  school  either  £ 
at  local  schools  or  as  part  of  MCH’s  £ 
own  summer  enrichment  program  £ 
BUILD,  (see  related  article)  £ 

All  of  these  programs  combined  £ 
with  excellent  physical  facilities  £ 
enable  the  MCH  educational  depart-  £ 
ment  to  offer  each  child  an  academic  £ 
setting  suited  to  his  or  her  particular  £ 
needs.  This  is  in  keeping  with  MCH’s  £ 
policy  of  considering  each  child  as  an  £ 
individual  with  a  unique  personality  £ 
and  abilities  that  are  waiting  to  be  £: 
developed  in  an  atmosphere  of  £ 
Christian  love  and  concern.  This  is  £ 
why  the  1981-82  school  term  holds  such  £ 
promise  for  the  residents  and  staff  of  £ 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  was 
one  of  several  United  Methodist 
health  and  welfare  agencies 
receiving  special  funding  this  past 
summer  for  the  employment  of  a 
student  worker.  This  funding  comes 
from  the  Harry  Kendall  Trust 
administered  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  trust  was 
established  in  an  effort  to  recruit 
black  students  into  the  health  and 
welfare  field  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Paschal  Lee  Dawson,  a  junior  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University, 
was  selected  by  MCH  as  the 
recipient  of  the  grant.  Dawson,  who 
is  majoring  in  elementary 
education,  is  an  ordained  elder  in 
the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  pastors  Hamlett  CME 
Church  in  Rayville.  He  plans  to 
attend  seminary  after  finishing  his 
undergraduate  work.  He  is  active  in 
Wesley  Foundation  as  well  as  being 
a  member  of  the  NLU  Interdenom¬ 
inational  Ensemble. 

Dawson  was  employed  for  an 
eight  week  period  which  coincided 
with  the  agency’s  summer  activities 
program.  He  assisted  activities 
director  Liz  Perry  in  supervising 
daily  recreation  as  well  as  arts  and 
crafts  classes.  In  addition  Dawson 

Christmas 

Sponsorships 

Did  you  say  Christmas?  Yes,  indeed.  It 
is  not  too  early  to  consider  Christmas 
sponsorships.  In  just  a  few  weeks  the 
children  and  youth  will  be  making  out 
their  “wish  lists."  And  a  few  weeks  later 
the  first  Christmas  orders  will  be  placed 
with  local  catalog  stores. 

The  cost  of  sponsoring  the  children’s 
gifts  this  Christmas  is  $40.00  for  all  ages. 
These  sponsorships  may  be  given  by 
individual  or  groups  and  may  be  given  as 
a  memorial.  Please  use  the  attached 
form  to  send  your  sponsorship  request. 


Memorial  Contributions  From  August  1, 1981  Through  September  18, 1981 


MR.  A.  O.  ADCOCK:  Ms.  Doris 
Driever 

MRS.  GOLDIE  AUDET:  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

MR.  DWAYNE  BARDIN:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Normand  Terry 
MR.  R.  E.  BARDWELL:  Judge  & 
Mrs.  Chris  Barnette 
MRS.  EDWARD  BARTON:  United 
Methodist  Women,  DeQuincy 
MR.  CALVIN  BEARDEN:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  B.K.  West 

MR.  DEWITT  T.  BENNETT: 

Kinder  United  Methodist  Church 
MR.  GARLAND  BLAYLOCK:  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  George  C.  Rogers 

MR.  ED  BLOXOM:  Rev  &  Mrs. 
William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

MRS.  LIL  BRANCH:  Mr  &  Mrs. 
Normand  Terry 

MS.  HELEN  BRIDGES:  Mrs 
He  Hi:  a  Pulford 

MS.  ANTONETTE  BROTHERTON : 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Denison  and 
Longstreet  United  Methodist 
Church 

PAUL  M.  BROWN:  William  D. 
Cavett,  Ms.  Virginia  R.  Courtney, 
Mrs.  William  O.  Lytton,  and  Ms. 
Fannie  Woodroof  and  Mrs.  Julia 
Reeves 

MR.  JESSE  BRYAN:  Miss 
Margaret  Clinton 

MRS.  R.  C.  BRYAN:  Miss  Margaret 
Clinton 

MRS.  RUBY  CALDWELL:  Mr  & 
Mrs.  George  C.  Rogers 
MR.  BUCK  CAMP:  Juanita  Garrett. 

Wendell,  Lyn  and  Michael 
MRS.  MABLE  CAPPS:  Ball  United 
Methodist  Church 

MRS.  ENID  LEE  CARRUTH: 
Edmond  and  Dorothy  Babin,  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  David  R.  Walker,  and  Mr. 
&Mrs.  A.  J.  Bodker 
MR.  L.  V.  CASTON:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H. 
B.  Winn 

MR.  HOWARD  J.  CATHEY: 
Stonewall  United  Methodist 
Church 

MRS.  EMEGINE  CHEVOLA :  Mr  & 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Hickerson 
MR.  HOWARD  CLIFTON:  Mrs. 
Julia  F.  Foster 

MR.  ALVIN  E.  CORLEY:  Bethel 
United  Methodist  Church 
MRS.  JODIE  CROUCH.  SR.:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Charles  D.  Cordill 
MR.  RICHARD  TUBBS 
CULPEPPER:  The  Pitts  Family 
MR.  CARL  DAVIS:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben 
Hodde  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  O.  Rolf 
MR.  JOHN  S.  DELAHA:  W. 
Jackson  Emmons 

MRS.  ALICE  SUE  BROWN 


DELESSEP:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  C. 
Moore  and  Mrs.  Gertrude 
McCrocklin 

MISS  MILLY  DOWELL:  Florence 
T.  McKinnon  and  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
John  L.  Sly 

MR.  JIM  DWYER:  Mr  &  Mrs. 
Claude  McCoy 

MR.  JOE  W.  EDMONDS:  Mrs. 
Robe  line  Edwards 

MR.  HALL  EDWARDS:  Mrs 
Robeline  Edwards 

MS.  EULA  R.  EUBANK:  Mrs. 
Welton  H.  Brumfield  and  Jack  H. 
Eubank 

MR.  DOYLE  GARRISON:  Mr  & 
Mrs.  B.K.  West 

MR.  WALTER  GERMANY:  United 
Methodist  Women,  Glenmora 
MRS.  MAUDE  GILBERT:  Mrs. 
Clara  B.  Ogden,  Beacon  Light 
Class  •  Trinity  United  Methodist, 
Jennings 

MR.  JOHN  W.  GLASSELL.  SR.: 
The  Pitts  Family 

MR.  ERNEST  GOODSON:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  James  E.  Fort 
MR.  MILLER  CLYDE  GOODWIN: 
Juanita  Garrett.  Wendell,  Lynn  & 
Michael 

MR.  DONALD  HALL:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Cecil  Colvin 

MR.  STEVE  HARMON,  SR.:  Mrs 
Robeline  Edwards 
MR.  IRA  HARRIS:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Cook 

MR.  T.  O.  HARRISON,  SR.:  James 
D.  Boston,  Jr.  and  Dwight  & 
Tommie  Boston 

MR.  RAY  HAVENS:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
George  C.  Rogers 

MS.  THELMA  HEAP:  Pollock 
United  Methodist  Church 

MR.  CHARLIE  HOLBROOK: 

Normand  &  Martha  Ann  Terry 
MR.  C.  O.  HOLLAND:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Tom  Lunsford 

MRS.  MYRTLE  HUBBARD:  Dr  & 
Mrs.  J.E.  Ball 

MR.  TED  HUSSER:  Mrs.  Grady 
Bryant 

MR.  J.  HERBERT  JOHNSON:  Mrs. 
Kathleen  L.  Sasser  and  Mr  & 
Mrs.  Roane  E.  Hathorn 

MS.  MARY  JOHNSON:  Mrs.  John 
Pollock 

MR.  PHILIP  B.  KENDALL:  Mr  & 
Mrs.  Joe  Richardson 
MISS  JUANITA  KILLINGSWORTH: 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Normand  Terry 

MR.  WILLIAM  HUEY  KILPAT¬ 
RICK:  Mr  &  Mrs.  Dave  Justice 

MS.  DONN  A  K1MREI.L:  Lou  Bell 
MR.  NORWOOD  KING:  Mr  John 

W.  Whiting 


MISS  LEONA  LA  BRUYERE:  Mr 
&  Mrs.  Breeze  Rickerson  and 
Brushwood  United  Methodist 
Church 

MR.  O.  E.  LEEHY,  SR.:  Mr. 
Prentice  Joiner 

MR.  JACK  LESTAGE:  James 
Taylor,  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Phil  Rice 
MR.  RANDY  LINDSEY:  Mark 
Horne,  Tim  Buckner,  Mike 
Hackler,  Ricky  Johnson,  Brent 
Walker  and  Jeff  White 
BILLY  WAYNE  LONG:  Ewing 
Timber,  Inc.  Employees 
MR.  J.  C.  LOVE,  JR.:  Mr.  &Mrs.E. 
O.  Rolf,  Mary  Rolf  Justice  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Fallin 
MR.  JOHN  LUND :  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  K. 
West 

MR.  JAMES  McBROOM:  Mrs 
Claude  Luker 

MR.  W.  T.  McELWEE,  JR.:  Dr  & 
Mrs.  John  McElwee  &  Family 
MR.  T.  HOWARD  McINTIRE: 

Judge  &  Mrs.  Chris  Barnette 
MRS.  CORA  ETTA  McINTOSH: 

Postal  Employees  of  Oak  Grove 
MRS.  CLYDE  McKINNEY:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Loris  Cathey 
MR.  ROBERT  ODELL  MACHEN, 
SR.:  Mrs.  Kathleen  L.  Sasser 
MRS.  JULIA  MAHONY:  Dr.  &  Mrs 
Boyce  M.  Jolly 

MR.  HARRY  B.  MANNING,  JR.: 
Wade  &  Jean  Godbold  and  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Normand  Terry  &  Frances 
MR.  JACK  MARTIN:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Claude  McCoy 

MRS.  EM  HUDDLESTON  MAY: 

Judge  &  Mrs.  Chris  Barnette 
MRS.  EFFIE  THEUS  MAYS:  T.  J 
Tangenstein  &  Anna  and  Mildred 
Van  Hoof 

MR.  “DOC”  MERRITT:  Juanita 
Garrett,  Wendell,  Lyn  &  Michael 
MR.  ALLEN  W.  MORGAN:  Mrs. 
William  Rowell 

MR.  CHARLES  NEASE:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  James  M.  Kelly 
MR.  RAYMOND  NICHOLS:  Miss 
Mildred  Van  Hoof 
MR.  JOHN  A.  PATRICK:  Mr  J  W 
Coats 

MRS.  MARY  ELLIOTT  PAULUS: 
Aunt  Laurie  &  Uncle  Guy.  Mrs. 
Frances  Reid,  Mrs.  Corinne 
Pearman,  and  Mrs.  Ouida  F. 
McDonald 

MRS.  MARGARET  PHILLIPS:  Mr 
&  Mrs.  Bud  Shepard  &  Children 
MR.  ADOLPH  PIERCE:  Josephine 
Dorsey  Jones 

MRS.  JIMMIE  PIERRON:  Mrs. 
Alice  Files 

MR.  OTIS  POOL:  Ewing  Timber, 


Inc.  Employees 

MISS  LILLIE  POWELL:  Mrs.  L.  D. 
Haynes 

MARY  PRATT:  Lucille  McLean 
Class  -  Bastrop  First  United 
Methodist  Church 

MR.  ‘  SNOOKS"  RAGSDALE:  Ms. 
Yvonne  Bennett 

MR.  JEWEL  C .  RANDOLPH :  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Jett  C.  Arthur,  Jr. 

MS.  ANNA  BELLE  RICHARD: 
Larry  &  Avery  C.  Berger 

MRS.  JOHN  ROBBERSON:  Otis  & 
Vesta  Welch 

MR.  A.  W.  ROBERTSON:  John  W. 
Whiting 

MRS.  VERA  RUSSELL:  Mrs.  H.  L. 
DeBray 

MRS.  SALTERS:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
George  C.  Rogers 

MR.  HARVEY  H.  SAMUELS,  SR.: 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Tilley,  Mr.  &  Mrs  W. 
E.  Wansley,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L. 
Sly  and  Sarah  Hollingsworth 

MR.  HALBERT  SCOTT:  Ms 
Marjorie  Smith,  Bernice  S. 
Beard,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lee  Foster 
and  Mrs.  Grady  Bryant 

MS.  DOROTHY  BROCKMAN 
SHELFER:  Helen  Brackin 
Carroll 

MR.  C.  E.  SHELOR:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R. 
C.  Boulet 

MS.  RENEE  SLOCUM:  Mrs. 
Mildred  Stevens 

MR.  JOE  SMITH,  SR.:  Judge  & 
Mrs.  Chris  Barnette 
MRS.  JOE  HONNA  SMITH:  Mrs. 
Grady  Bryant 

MR.  JOSEPH  CLINTON  SMITH, 
SR. :  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  W.  Stratton 
MR.  LEON  E.  SONIAT:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
JettC.  Arthur,  Jr. 

MR.  GEORGE  SOTO,  SR.:  Ms. 
Yvonne  Bennett 

MS.  GERTRUDE  STANTON: 
Cynthia  Hindman 

MR.  GUY  P.  STUBBS,  JR.:  Mrs.  G. 
Aubrey  Boyd 

MR.  IVY  SULLIVAN:  Mrs.  Thelma 
Talbert 

MR.  ALVA  E.  SWANSON:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Terry,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Thomas  L.  Clarke,  Judge  &  Mrs. 
Chris  Barnette,  Mrs,  Dorothy 
McDonald  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Cook 
MR.  RAY  L.  THURMAN:  Mrs.  Carl 
K.  White,  Sr. 

MR.  WILLIAM  HARPER 
TOWERY:  Ms.  Helen  Harper 
MRS.  W.  D.  TULLOS:  Mr.  &  Mrs 
George  C.  Rogers 

ALVIE  WATSON  AND  GINA:  June 
and  Ken  Darnell 

MRS.  IRA  L.  WATSON:  Mr.  &  Mrs. 


Roland  McKneely 

MR.  LUTHER  WESTMORELAND: 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Elliott  E.  Hodges 
MR.  FLOYD  WHATLEY:  A1  & 
Louise  Cobb 

MR.  CHARLES G.  WHITE:  Officers 
and  Employees  of  Bacon  Equip. 
Co.  -  Mer  Rouge,  Sylvia  &  Bud 
Shepard  It  Children 
MRS.  R.  J.  (BETTY)  WILLBANKS: 

Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Landreaux 
MISS  MARIE  WILLIAMS:  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Normand  Terry 
MR.  HARLAN  WILSON:  Krotz 
Springs  United  Methodist  Church 
MR.  RAYMOND  WILSON:  Virginia 
Courtney 

MRS.  EMMA  MAY  WINGARD:  50- 
50  Class  -  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria 
MRS.  ELIZABETH  WISE:  Mrs. 
Agnes  H.  Wise 

MRS.  MINNIE  WYATT:  Maurine 
M.  Ward 

HONORARIUMS 

REV.  WOODROW  W.  BEVILL: 
Crew  Lake  United  Methodist 
Church,  Start,  Louisiana 
JARED  BLAKE  RICHARDSON: 

Mrs.  Wilton  H.  Brumfield 
REV.  LARRY  D.  O  DELL:  Crew 
Lake  United  Methodist  Church, 
Start,  Louisiana 

REV.  KENNETH  G.  RORIE:  Crew 
Lake  United  Methodist  Church, 
Start,  Louisiana. 


participated  in  several  other  areas 
of  the  MCH  program.  He  worked 
closely  with  MCH  chaplain  and 
public  relations  director,  Doug 
Williams,  especially  in  religious 
education.  Dawson  taught  a  weekly 
class  of  senior  high  students  and 
also  took  part  in  other  activities 
within  the  religious  life  department. 
Dawson  also  assisted  Williams  in 
some  public  relations  duties.  He  also 
served  in  the  area  of  child  care 
where  he  supervised  a  boy’s 
residence  during  one  weekend 
period.  All  of  these  experiences 
were  aimed  at  giving  the  summer 
student  worker  an  overall  view  of 
the  agency  and  how  it  serves. 

Dawson  had  this  to  say 
concerning  his  summer  at  MCH, 
“I’ve  really  enjoyed  the  opportunity 
of  getting  close  to  these  kids  and 
sharing  some  of  my  life  with  them.  I 
have  always  had  a  desire  to  be  able 
to  work  with  people  in  a  helping 
situation,  and  this  summer’s  job  has 
been  like  an  answer  to  prayer." 
Dawson  expressed  his  hope  for  some 
continued  involvement  with  MCH, 
perhaps  in  the  way  of  volunteer 
service  on  his  part  during  this 
coming  school  year. 

MCH  chaplain,  Doug  Williams, 
expressed  gratitude  on  the  part  of 
the  agency  for  being  chosen  to 
participate  in  the  Kendall  Fund 
program.  He  said  that  the 
experience  had  been  one  of  mutual 
growth  for  both  the  agency  and  the 
student  worker.  He  said,  "staff  and 
kids  alike  hated  to  see  the  summer 
term  end  because  we  did  not  want  to 
lose  Paschal  from  the  program. 
However,  Paschal  has  already 
agreed  to  preach  for  us  in  Ezell 
Chapel  one  Sunday  this  year  and 
everyone  is  looking  forward  to  his 
return.” 

Food 

By  VIVIAN  EGGLESTON 

I  honestly  love  food 
I  can  eat  as  much  as  a  dude. 

I  like  any  with  a  nationality 
My  goodies  must  have  personality. 

Ding-Dongs,  Baby  Ruths,  and 

Little  gems 

Pretty  soon  I’ll  be  letting  out  hems. 

Pizzas,  pickles,  and  provoloni 
Just  a  sandwich  with  nothin’  but 

bologna. 

Donuts  and  Hershey  bars 
Orange  fingers  with  Cheetos  in  cars. 

New  Orleans’  ham  on  rye 
Is  enough  to  get  me  high. 

Lasagna  and  Spaghetti 
Any  time,  I’m  always  ready. 

May  We  Send  Your 
Christmas  Cards? 

Let  us  make  your  Christmas  and  ours  a 
little  more  enjoyable.  Give  us  the  task  of 
sending  your  Christmas  Greetings  and 
derive  the  pleasure  of  less  Christmas 
chores  while  knowing  that  you  are 
helping  to  underwrite  the  costs  of  a 
valuable  ministry. 

If  you  will  send  us  a  donation  with  a  list 
of  your  friends  and  their  addresses  we 
will  send  them  a  special  Christmas 
letter.  This  letter  will  wish  them  a  Merry 
Christmas  from  you  and  us  while  also 
informing  them  of  your  gift  in  their 
honor.  Can  you  think  of  a  nicer  way  to 
remember  those  persons  who  are  special 
to  you? 

There  is  no  specific  size  donation 
requested.  However,  we  ask  that  you 
remember  the  cost  of  postage  and  make 
your  gift  sufficient  enough  that  it  will  not 
be  eaten  up  by  the  cost  of  stamps  and 
stationery. 


Volunteer  Families 
Needed 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  needs 
families  Cor  individuals)  willing  to 
become  volunteer  families  for 
children  and  youth  in  the  MCH 
residential  program.  A  "volunteer 
family”  would  open  their  home  to  a 
child  or  young  person  on  a  regular 
basis  for  visitation  purposes  and 
seek  to  build  a  relationship  with  the 
child.  This  program  involves 
children  and  youth  for  whom  there 
is  little  contact  with  their  own 
families.  The  “volunteer  family" 
provides  the  young  person  with 
someone  who  will  accept  him/her 
and  be  willing  to  invest  the  time  and 
energy  necessary  to  establish  a 
caring  relationship. 

The  “volunteer  family"  may  be  a 
married  couple  with  or  without 
children,  or  may  be  a  single  person. 
Age  of  the  volunteer  may  also  vary. 


The  main  quality  that  MCH  is 
looking  for  is  the  person’s  ability  to 
offer  a  healthy  relationship  to  a 
child  who  currently  has  no  one 
outside  the  MCH  program  with 
whom  he/she  can  have  regular 
contact.  A  volunteer  would  need  to 
provide  stability  and  structure  to 
the  child  while  at  the  same  time 
offering  acceptance  of  the  child  and 
his/her  situation.  Volunteers  need  to 
be  willing  to  work  with  the  child  as 
long  as  it  is  mutually  beneficial  for 
all  parties  involved.  MCH  is  not 
interested  in  short-term  visitation 
only. 

Persons  interested  in  obtaining 
more  information  concerning  the 
volunteer  family  program  should 
contact  the  MCH  office  at  (318  )  255- 
5020  or  P.O.  Drawer  929,  Ruston 
71270. 
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0//icial  publication  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  Conference 


Teamwork  Is  By-Word  For  Couple 
In  Centenary  School  Of  Church  Careers 


Broadmoor  UMC  —  BR 
Retires  Debt 


— Three  buildings  of  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  were  dedicated  Sunday, 
September  27,  to  mark  their  debt  retirement.  Dr.  Henry  Blount 
is  Senior  Pastor  of  Broadmoor  and  is  shown  with  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  (right)  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  the 
Rev.  Kirby  Vining  (left),  District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District,  who  participated  in  the  dedication  of 
the  Sanctuary,  Administration  and  Education  Buildings.  The 
church,  begun  in  June,  1955,  with  128  members  now  numbers 
more  than  4,300  members. 


World  Director  of  Evangelism 
To  Speak  at  FUMC-BR 

Dr.  Alan  Walker  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  First  United  Methodis 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge’s  revival  services  scheduled  Sunday,  Oct.  18-21  at  the 
church. 

Walker  is  the  World  Director  of  Evangelism  of  the  World  Methodist 
Conference.  He  has  preached  throughout  the  world  —  Africa,  the  Fiji  Islands, 

Russia,  Poland.  Japan,  England,  Ireland,  America  and  elsewhere. 

The  native  Australian  has  served  as  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Mission  in 
Sydney,  the  largest  Methodist  Church  in  Australia. 

Walker  has  served  his  country  as  a  regular  member  of  the  United  Nations 
delegation  from  Australia  and  was  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  II  for  his 
worldwide  ministry. 

He  is  presently  in  an  eight  week  series  of  revival  services  in  the  U.S. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  senior  pastor  at  First  Church,  invites  all  conference 
United  Methodists  to  attend  and  ministers  have  been  invited  to  attend  a  special 
workshop  on  evangelism  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  revival. 

Services  will  be  held  each  evening  in  the  sanctuary  beginning  at  7  p.m. 
Additional  activities  will  include  the  workshop  on  evangelism  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  a  Youth  Sing-In  on  Sunday  and  Luncheon  during  the  weekdays. 


By  NANCY  CARRUTH 

The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Women  was  held  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  with  over  sue 
hundred  in  attendance  for  the  two-day 
meeting. 

Dr.  W.  Odell  Simmons,  host  pastor; 
Bea  Moak,  District  President  and  Marie 
Wilkerson,  local  President,  welcomed 
the  group. 

Janet  Hoffpauir  of  Natchitoches, 
Conference  President,  presided. 

The  theme  for  this  year,  “Called  to  Be 
—  Chosen  to  Serve,"  was  presented  by 
Wanda  deCordova,  Program  Chair¬ 
person. 

Martha  Edens,  Immediate  Past 
National  Director  of  Church  Women 
United,  was  the  speaker  for  this  event 
using  as  her  title,  “Called  to  Be:  Women 
Who  Are  Whole"  at  the  Friday  evening 
service  and  on  Saturday  morning, 
"Women  Who  Are  Methodist:  Chosen  to 
Serve." 

During  the  business  session,  the 
delegates  elected  Nell  Read  of 
Farmerville  as  their  new  President. 
Elected  to  serve  with  her  were  Evelyn 
Evans  as  Secretary,  Anne  Hearn  as 
Mission  Coordinator,  for  Christian 
Global  Concerns,  Sara  Fugler  as 
Secretary  of  Program  Resources,  Fran 
Hall  as  Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  Irene  Sandall  as 
Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations,  and  added  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations  .;tpre  .Dorothy 
Abraham,  Patty  Lindsey  and  Judy 
McFarland.  The  Treasurer,  Shirley 
Hoffpauir  announced  that  the  Conference 


Newly  elected  President,  Nell  Read  and  Judy  McFarland.  Fran  Hall.  Patty 
Lindsey,  Dorothy  Abraham,  Evelyn  Evans,  Irene  Sandell  and  Sara  Fugler. 


Teamwork. 

That’s  the  by-word  for  John  and  Cheryl 
Washburn,  newest  staff  members  of 
Centenary’s  School  of  Church  Careers 
(CSCC). 

John  has  been  named  associate 
director  of  the  program  and  his  wife, 
Cheryl,  will  serve  as  a  recruiter  and 
admissions  counselor. 

“This  is  like  a  dream-come-true  for 
us,"  beamed  Cheryl.  “We’ll  work 
independently,  yet  together.  I’ll  recruit 
them  and  they’ll  ‘learn’  them." 

The  team  effort  will  also  involve  other 
members  of  the  CSCC  staff  —  Bert  Scott, 
director;  Bentley  Sloane,  placement; 
Margie  Burns  and  Nancy  Bell,  support 
staff. 

But  it  all  begins  with  Cheryl  “out  in  the 
field"  finding  students  who  are  willing 
and  qualified  for  the  rigorous  program 

“I’ll  be  working  all  over,"  explained 
the  young  diaconal  minister.  I’ll  be 
meeting  with  direct  pastors,  going  to 
events  where  the  youth  will  be  and 
attending  national  youth  convocations, 
Ministers  in  the  Conference  can  help 


keep  me  aware  of  students  who  might  be 
interested  in  the  program,  as  well  as 
events  which  I  can  attend." 

Cheryl  also  pointed  out  that  admission 
to  Centenary  does  not  necessarily  mean 
admission  to  the  CSCC  program.  “I  help 
them  go  through  that  process."  Cheryl 
added. 

Once  the  students  are  enrolled.  John’s 
work  begins. 

“I’ll  mainly  be  assisting  them  with 
their  field  work  —  their  internships  in  the 
local  chiirches,"  he  explained.  He  will 
also  assist  with  group  sessions, 
colloquiums,  retreats  and  pastoral 
coifnseling  sessions  in  which  each  of  the 
81  students  participate  at  one  time  or 
another. 

“Our  program’s  very  strong,"  said 
John.  “And  it’s  unique.  It’s  a  growing 
place  where  there  is  a  lot  of  love  and 
caring.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  academic 
struggles,  it  is  fantastic  to  have  this 
natural  family  atmosphere,  where  men 
and  women  can  be  prepared  for  a  variety 
of  ministries." 

That’s  teamwork. 


Wynn  Help’s  Send 
Pastor  and  Wife  to  Conference 


IN 


Husband/wife  team  John  and  Cheryl  Washburn  have  recently  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers.  John  has  been  named  associate  director  and 
Cheryl  has  been  named  an  admissions  counselor  for  the  program. 


Presenting  Virginia  Longfellow  with  a  paid  trip  to  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Honolulu  are  Noland  Batchelor,  and  James  Carr  of  the  Wynn 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  The  gift  allowed  Virginia  to  accompany 
the  Rev.  Emery  Longfellow  to  the  conference. 


had  responded  to  the  emergency  call 
from  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  with 
donations  amounting  to  over  $9,000  to 
assist  in  the  day  care  center  training 
program.  The  Heritage  Candle  burned 


for  over  four  hours  during  Annual 
Meeting  representing  gifts  of  $7,800.  The 
offering  of  Friday  evening  was 
designated  for  “Food,  Land  and  Justice” 
and  amounted  to  $1012. 


The  group- accepted  an  invitation  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles  for  their  1982  meeting.  A  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  Holy  Communion  brought  the 
1981  Annual  Meeting  to  a  close. 


Virginia  Laskey,  former 


President  of  Women’s  Division,  and  others  at  i  egistration  and  luncheon. 


Editorials 

Sadat’s  peace  quest  must  go  on 
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One  could  not  write  a  finer  epitaph  for 
Anwar  Sadat  than  the  one  he  proposed 
for  himself  during  a  1974  interview  with 
an  American  television  newsman. 

Asked  to  state  what  he  would  like 
written  on  his  gravestone,  the  Egyptian 
president  paused,  stared  momentarily 
into  space,  then  answered :  ‘‘He  has  lived 
for  peace  and  he  has  died  for  principles.  ” 

He  did  live  for  peace  —  courageously, 
even  fearlessly.  Following  the  last  war 
between  Egypt  and  Israel,  Sadat  found 
himself  looking  into  the  eyes  of  his 
grandchild  and  vowing:  “No  more 
bloodshed.''  He  subsequently  risked  his 
physical  life  and  his  political  fortunes 
with  his  historic  decision  to  visit  Israel 
and  speak  to  that  nation’s  Knesset  in  the 
interest  of  peace.  Many  of  his  fellow 
leaders  of  Arab  states  never  forgave  him 
for  this  breach  of  Arab-world  tradition 
and  solidarity. 

Following  this  initiative,  he  became  a 
full  partner  with  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
•  Menachem  Begin  and  former  U.S. 
President  Jimmy  Carter  in  the  historic 
Camp  David  meetings  whose  accords 
came  closer  than  any  documents  before 
or  since  to  outlining  the  steps  that  must 
.  be  taken  to  create  a  just  and  lasting  peace 
in  the  Middle  East.  The  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
board  honored  the  efforts  of  those  two 
traditional  enemies  by  awarding  the  1978 
peace  prize  jointly  to  Sadat  and  Begin. 

And  Sadat  did  die  for  principles 


principles  which  are  more  powerful  than 
terrorist  bullets  or  grenades. 

As  we  said  editorially  in  1977,  "W< 
hope  and  pray  the  initiative  begun  b\ 
President  Sadat  —  a  Moslem  —  and 
courageously  accepted  by  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  Begin  —  a  Jew  —  will  lead  not 
just  to  a  relaxation  of  tensions  but  to 
lasting  peace  between  Arabs  and  Israelis 
in  the  Middle  East.” 

Neither  that  peace  nor  the  broader, 
global  peace  for  which  both  men  worked 
has  been  achieved.  But  persons  with 
principles,  particularly  those  willing  to 
die  for  their  principles,  are  surely  the 
kind  of  instruments  which  the  God  of  us 
all  —  Christians,  Moslems,  and  Jews 
alike  —  chooses  to  carry  out  His  will  that 
people  of  all  nations,  races  and  faiths 
should  live  together  in  peace. 

In  life  and  in  death,  we  are  confident 
that  Anwar  Sadat  has  found  what 
Christians  affirm  to  be  "the  peace  which 
passes  all  understanding.’’  His 
courageous  life  has  made  earthly  peace 
more  nearly  attainable  for  all  humanity. 
His  tragic  death  is  a  loss  for  the  world. 
We  pray  that  those  who  succeed  Mr. 
Sadat  will  maintain  his  fervent  passion 
for  the  principles  of  peace,  and  that  other 
Arab  leaders  will  soon  summon  the 
courage,  like  Sadat,  to  walk  the  lonely, 
risk-filled  path  which  alone  can  make 
world  peace  a  reality. 


AW  ACS  sale  morally  defensible 


The  U.S. -built  AW  ACS  plane, 
ungainly  apparition  when  aloft,  has 
become  an  unlikely  pawn  in  international 
diplomacy. 

AWACS  stands  for  Airborne  Early 
Warning  and  Control  System.  It  is  a 
.reconnaissance  plane.  Its  sophisticated 
radar  equipment  permits  a  constant  scan 
of  the  skies  to  see  if  they  are  friendly  or 
foreboding. 

Saudi  Arabia  wants  to  buy  five  AWACS 
planes  for  its  self-defense,  and  President 
Reagan  has  agreed  to  the  sale.  Mr. 
Reagan  has  explained  this  move  as  one 
component  of  our  nation’s  ongoing  effort 
to  bring  about  a  just  and  stable  peace  in 
the  Middle  East.  Some  other  Middle  East 
countries  —  most  notably  Israel  —  for 
their  own  reasons  don’t  want  such  planes 
in  Saudi  hands.  And  they  are  making  an 
all-out  lobbying  effort  to  persuade 
Congress  to  block  the  sale. 

After  weeks  of  prayerful  study  and 
analysis  of  the  competing  claims,  we 
have  become  convinced  that  Mr.  Reagan 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  his 
Administration’s  plans  to  sell  the 
AWACS  planes  to  Saudi  Arabia  without 
Congressional  interference. 

Starting  with  the  creation  of  Israel  in 
1948,  our  nation’s  leaders  have  found  it 
necessary  to  conduct  a  “walking  on 
eggshells’’  foreign  policy  in  the  Middle 
East.  They  have  recognized  the  need  to 
support  “Israel  our  best  friends  in  the 
Middle  East’’  from  the  real  threat  of 
annihilation  by  hostile  Arab  states.  They 
have  also  recognized  the  importance  of 
developing  positive  relationships  with 
moderate  Arab  states,  including 
acknowledging  the  legitimacy  of  their 
desire  for  a  Palestinian  homeland. 

From  the  “shuttle  diplomacy”  of  the 
Nixon/Kissinger  era  to  the  stunning 
diplomatic  breakthrough  achieved  at 
Camp  David  in  1977,  a  balanced  U.S. 
foreign  policy  in  the  Middle  East  has 
been  the  consistent,  ever-so-difficult-to- 
achieve  goal  of  both  Republican  and 
Democratic  Administrations. 

This  mediating  role  has  proved  beyond 
a  doubt  that  if  the  day  is  to  come  when 
Jews,  Moslems  and  Christians  will  live 
together  in  peace  in  the  Middle  East,  one 
major  factor  will  be  the  unwillingness  of 
our  nation’s  leaders  to  be  swayed  either 
by  the  conscienceless  “Death  to  Zionist 
devils”  attitude  of  sp  many  Arab  states 
or,  by  the  arrogant  and  harshly  stubborn 
“might  makes  right”  attitude  so  often 
reflected  by  Israel's  leaders. 

We,  as  Christians,  are  reluctant  to 
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Here  I  Stand 

Our  life  may  be  better  for  all  the 
6 moral  ambiguities  ’  God  has  left  us  9 1 

^  J  Mr  Fir 


By  JERRY  D.  ELROD 

To  enforce  a  behavioral  mandate  on 
what,  for  some,  appears  to  be  a  declining 
moral  climate  in  America,  a  number  of 
frightening  extremes  are  developing. 

Fear-riddled  and  prejudice-motivated 
groups  are  on  the  rise  in  membership 
and  influence.  New  forms  of  apopryphal 
religion  wage  expensive  media 
campaigns  to  censor  various  forms  of 
art,  literature,  and  behavior.  Book- 
burning,  a  historically  favorite  method  of 
censorship  and  repression,  lights  the 
skies  of  more  and  more  American 
villages  and  cities  each  week.  Some 
groups  in  a  number  of  states  insist  that 
the  Bible  enjoins  parents  to  whip  their 
children  as  a  means  of  enforcing 
discipline.  In  a  northwestern  state,  one 
so-called  religious  organization  has 
asked  the  state  library  to  turn  over  the 
names  of  borrowers  of  a  21 -minute  movie 
entitled  “Achieving  Sexual  Maturity,”  a 
sex  education  film  approved  for  use  in 
public  schools. 

Few  will  disagree  that  the  contem¬ 
porary  American  moral  climate  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  Unquestionably, 
there  are  serious  flaws  in  our  national 
moral  fabric. 


To  repair  those  flaws,  there  are  those 
who  are  quite  ready  to  redirect  much  of 
our  sexual,  emotional,  intellectual, 
religious  and  political  behavior. 

Those  moral  crusaders  assure  us  that 
if  only  certain  books  or  magazines  or 
records  are  eliminated,  certain  movie  or 
television  productions  banned,  certain 
behaviors  enforced  or  prohibited  —  then 
all  will  be  well  and  America  will  be 
moral  once  again. 

History  has  dreadfully  illustrated  the 
fallacy  in  that!  Once  censorship  or 
prohibition  or  enforced  moral  behavior 
gains  a  foothold,  there  seems  to  be  no 
drawing  of  reasonable  boundaries 
around  it. 

Moral  options  needed 

As  bad  as  much  of  what  our 
contemporary  society  represents,  it  does 
not  force  individuals  to  behave  in  one 
certain  way.  All  are  finally  left  with  the 
deliberately  free  option  to  behave  as  we 
choose  —  choices  which  often  do  great 
disservice  and  insult  to  many  of  us. 
However,  when  “moral”  mandates  are 
imposed  by  any  moral  elite  that  option  is 
once  and  for  all  eliminated. 

To  the  extreme,  that  is  what  happens 
when  the  one  who  enjoys  blue  or  red  or 


support  any  type  of  escalation  in  the 
arms  race.  We  have  argued  against 
many  elements  of  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  unprecedented 
committment  of  our  nation’s  resources  to 
,  armaments,  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 
We  would  much  prefer  to  abolish  the 
production  and  sale  of  armaments  of  all 
types  the  world  over.  But  that  is  not, 
unfortunately,  the  type  of  American 
foreign  policy  most  likely  to  produce  the 
goal  of  peace  that  we,  as  Christians, 
seek.  An  even-handed  American  foreign 
policy  designed  to  maintain  a  balance  of 
power  among  Middle  Eastern  states  and 
backed  by  U.S.  military  strength  has 
proven  thus  far  to  be  the  one  most 
realistic  hope  for  producing  an  end  to 
centuries  of  bloodshed  there. 

President  Reagan  and  his  advisors 
have  argued  persuasively  that  such  a 
balance  will  best  be  enhanced  by  the  sale 
of  the  AWACS  planes  to  Saudi  Arabia. 
The  Saudis  have  not,  thus  far,  renounced 
hostile  intentions  toward  Israel,  but  they 
have  proven  to  be  among  the  most 
moderate  and  sensible  of  Israel’s 
adversaries.  And  they  are  probably  the 
strongest  and  most  pro-Western  of  the 
Arab  states  other  than  Egypt. 

Peace  never  comes  without  risk.  We 
are  convinced  that  the  risk  in  selling  five 
sophisticated  reconnaissance  planes 
which  will  be  used  for  defensive  purposes 
by  a  relatively  “friendly”  state  is  worth 
taking.  And  it  appears  to  be  much  less  a 
risk  than  that  of  demonstrating  to  the 
Saudis  that  our  nation’s  foreign  policy  is 
not  really  balanced  but  one  over  which 
Israel  possesses  the  virtual  power  of 
veto. 

We  believe  it  is  time  for  members  of 
Congress  to  put  aside  the  myth  that  the 
interests  of  Israel  and  the  U.S.  are 
identical  in  the  Middle  East.  Israel  is  not 
our  only  “best  friend”  there.  And  any 
Democratic  leaders  who  may  be 
involved  in  partisan  posturing  against 
the  Administration  should  be  informed 
by  their  supporters  that  the  truce  which 
exists  between  Israel  and  most  of  the 
surrounding  Arab  states  is  too  fragile 
and  uneasy  to  be  threatened  by 
partisanship. 

Although  this  is  an  issue  about  which 
Christians  of  equal  knowledge  and  moral 
sensitivity  may  disagree,  we  believed 
President  Reagan’s  decision  regarding 
the  AWACs  sale  to  be  the  morally 
preferable  thing  to  do  prior  to  Anwar 
Sadat’s  untimely  death.  Given  the 
destabilizing  effect  his  death  is  sure  to 
cause,  it  would  appear  to  make 
implementation  of  Mr.  Reagan’s 
decision  all  the  more  proper. 


Letters  to  tlw  Editor 

Our  biblical  faith  insists  that  we  should 
be  involved  in  the  political  systems 

.a  t m*  .  vfn  . 


To  the  Editor 

Thank  you  for  your  Interpretative 
Analysis  headlined  “Religion  and 
politics:  It’s  ok  to  ‘mix’  but  not  ‘merge’ 
them”  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  18). 

In  a  time  when  our  religious  and 
political  thinking  is  becoming  more 
narrow  and  legalistic,  it  is  significant 
that  we  have  voices  of  concern  such  as 
you  have  shared. 

Our  biblical  faith  insists  that  we  be 
involved  in  political  systems,  but  warps 
against  making  idols  of  them  or  being 
devoured  by  them.  Ours  is  the  task  to 
“mix  and  mingle”  without  “merger.” 

Robert  Younts 
Bristow,  Oklahoma 

Would  Jesus  want  us  to 

force  our  morals  on  others 

To  the  Editor: 

The  controversy  on  abortion  goes  on. 
The  church  paper  has  represented  two 
sides,  neither  of  which  reflects  my  strong 
feelings.  I  feel  a  need  to  be  heard. 

Exactly  when  human  life  begins  I  do 
not  know;  but  for  me  abortion  is  wrong 
Often  the  choice  is  not  clear  cut  between 
right  and  wrong;  it  is  between  two 
wrongs.  Sometimes  it  is  wrong  to  give 
birth  to  an  unwanted  child. 

It  bothers  me  for  the  church  to 
participate  in  trying  to  force  a  particular 
behavior  on  the  general  public  through 
laws.  Laws  can  not  force  an  individual  to 
be  good  or  love  his  neighbor.  Even  if  a 
law  did  succeed  in  forcing  prescribed 
behavior  on  everyone  would  we  want  the 
government  to  have  that  much  power? 
Would  all  laws  agree  with  our  Christian 
ethics?  Jesus  taught  His  disciples  to 
present  the  gospel  to  all  but  not  to  force  it 
when  it  was  rejected.  Would  he  have  us 
attempt  to  force  our  morals  on  others? 

The  church  needs  to  be  involved  in 
teaching  morality,  encouraging 
responsible  parenthood,  helping  youth  to 
understand  sexual  urges  and  the 
necessity  of  self-control  in  all  phases  of 
maturing.  Why  should  we  spend  so  much 
effort  trying  to  prevent  abortion  when  we 
need  to  spend  our  effort  so  much  earlier? 

There  will  always  be  those  who  choose 
abortion  as  a  way  out  of  a  difficult 
situation.  Do  we  have  the  right  to  force 
them  into  a  dangerous  activity  and  also 
make  it  unlawful? 

Ellisue  B.  Morris 
s  Dallas,  Texas 


Who  pays  any  attention 
to  Reporter  editorials? 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord  for  the  Sept.  18  issue  of 
the  Reporter. 

For  the  article  about  Dr.  Mildred 
Jefferson,  a  young  black  physician  who 
tells  it  like  it  is  ; 

For  Ruth  Richmond’s  thoughtful 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  headlined 
“Murder  by  any  other  name  is  still  a  sin 
before  God”;  and 

For  John  H.  Harwood  for  his  letter  to 
the  editor  headlined  “Prof.  Cone’s 
economic  analysis  based  on  fallacy.” 

It  is  so  heartening  and  refreshing  that 
so  many  United  Methodist  laypersons 
are  beginning  to  speak  up.  Of  course, 
your  editorials  are  a  discordant  note  but 
who  pays  any  attention  to  them? 

Yes,  it  was  a  wonderful  issue  and  I’m 
going  to  hold  onto  it. 

Irene  Smith 
Columbus,  Ohio 

‘Interpretive  Analysis’ 
called  ‘excellent  piece’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  quick  note  of  congratulations  to 
you  and  your  associates  for  your 
excellent  “Interpretive  Analysis”  on 
religion  and  politics  (TM/UMR,  Sept. 
18). 

The  statement  was  analytical,  indeed, 
and  extremely  well-balanced. 

During  the  last  few  weeks  (and  within 
days  of  each  other),  I  have  received 
letters  soliciting  funds  from  both 
Norman  Lear  and  Jerry  Falwell .  .  .  each 
setting  forth  quite  radical  positions  with 
neither  of  which  I  can  agree,- of  course. 

Again,  yours  was  an  excellent  piece. 
Thank  you. 

Merrill  E.  Olson 
Aurora,  Illinois 

We  are  missing  the  mark 

To  the  Editor: 

I  heartily  agree  with  Ruth  Richmond’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined 
“Murder  by  any  other  name  is  still  a  sin 
before  God"  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  18). 

I  also  must  stand  up  and  be  counted  by 
asking,  “what  is  wrong  with  us?” 
Murder  is  murder  no  matter  for  what 
reason.  We  are  to  put  our  faith  and  trust 
in  Jesus.  He  promised  us  He  would  never 
leave  us  nor  forsake  us. 


My  Witness 


Our  world  is  full  of  lonely  sheep 


By  HENRY  E.  PARMENTER 

There  was  an  Arkansas  District 
Superintendent  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  the  early  1950s.  He  offered  a 
philosophy  of  “Fence  Post  Psychology" 
which  the  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  today. 

The  minister  who  visits  his  members 
will  discover  frustrated,  aching  hearts  in 
places  he  never  dreamed  of.  A  minister 
must  tend  his  flock,  he  must  weed  out  the 
lost,  he  must  show  the  compassion  of 
Jesus  and  he  must  possess  the  Love  of 
Christ  which  has  been  that  Spirit  of  God, 
which  was  first  seen  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.  Paul  reflected  this  spirit  so  com¬ 
pletely  in  the  13th  Chapter  of  Corin¬ 
thians. 

There  has  been  no  time  since  the  birth 
of  Jesus,  that  the  world  has  been  so 
alone.  Today  many  of  us  have  the  daily 
bread  plus,  but  find  ourselves  lonely  in  a 
strange  city.  Many  Christians  have  been 
active  in  the  church  of  their  youth,  but  all 
of  a  sudden  find  themselves  sitting  on  the 
back  pews  of  a  large  church  in  which  no 
one,  not  even  the  minister,  knows  they 
are  there. 

I  was  taught  in  a  small  West  Texas  col¬ 
lege  that  the  loneliest  place  in  the  world 
is  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  5th 
Avenue  in  New  York  City  at  high  noon. 
There  are  thousands  of  people  passing  by 
and  you  do  not  know  anyone.  I  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  it  then,  but  now  I  do. 

Jesus  reflected  this  loneliness  in  his 
judgment  scene  when  he  said,  “I  was  a 
stranger  and  you  would  not  welcome  me 
into  your  home."  A  child  can  be  lost  in 


the  desert,  a  young  couple  can  disappear 
in  a  forest  or  an  airplane  can  vanish  in 
the  skies  and  we  will  send  out  search 
teams  until  their  bodies  are  found  but  a 
stranger  can  live  in  a  penthouse  or  inner 
city  tenement  house  and  no  one  even 
cares  (probably  does  not  even  know  they 
are  there). 

I  can  see  Lot  moving  from  the  country 
into  Sodom,  the  prodigal  son  going  to  the 
city  to  find  the  good  life,  Joseph  in  Egypt, 
and  even  Jonah  in  the  great  city  of  Nin¬ 
eveh.  They  all  had  one  thing  in  common, 
they  were  alone  in  a  strange  city. 

James  Weldon  Johnson  in  his  sermon, 
“Creation,"  caught  this  sense  when  he 
had  God  to  say,  “I’m  lonely  still.  So  God 
sat  down  on  the  side  of  a  hill  where  he 
could  think  by  a  deep,  wide  river  he  sat 
down;  with  his  head  in  his  hands,  God 
thought  and  thought  till  he  thought,  I’ll 
make  me  a  man." 


Could  it  just  possibly  be  that  the  great 
God  Almighty  created  Jesus  so  he  could 
have  somebody  to  talk  to? 

Is  it  possible  that  God  so  loved  the 
world  that  He  sent  His  son  into  the  world 
that  those  who  believe  in  Him  could  have 
life?  Do  you  remember,  Jesus  asked 
Peter  three  times,  “Do  you  love  me?” 
and  his  following  response  was  always 
the  same:  “Feed  my  sheep.” 

The  church  is  a  fellowship  of  Christians 
joined  together  by  the  bonds  of  love.  As  in 
the  days  of  old,  I  can  hear  the  Master 
today  saying  to  the  ministers,  “Do  you 
love  me”  then  “Feed  my  sheep." 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
faith.  This  week's  contributor.  Henry  E. 
Parmenter,  is  a  United  Methodist  in 
Clovis,  New  Mexico. 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Castle  Rock,  Colorado 


With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  370 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Castle  Rock,  Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 


To  our  new  readers  in  Castle  Rock,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).” 


We  are  missing  the  mark  of  our  high 
calling  when  we  don’t  educate  people  to 
the  fact  that  Jesus  can,  and  will,  help 
them  through  anything.  Yes,  even  a 
pregnancy  that  is  a  result  of  rape.  I 
didn’t  say  it  would  be  easy,  but  nothing  of 
value  ever  comes  easy.  It  wasn’t  easy  for 
Jesus  to  hang  on  the  cross  for  our  sins,  so 
that  we  might  have  life. 

Oh,  United  Methodists  let’s  wake  up 
and  start  promoting  Jesus  Christ  as  our 
Rock,  Healer,  Defender,  Undergirder, 
Uplifter,  Savior,  and  Master. 

Mrs.  Dean  Adams 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania 
Article  is  good  enough 
to  reread  and  study 
To  the  Editor: 

I  just  want  to  suggest  that  all  “serious” 
United  Methodists  read  the  Sept.  11 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Warren  C. 
Hamby.  This  article  is  good  enough  to  be 
reread  and  studied. 

I  sincerely  believe  that  if  our  church’s 
membership  decline  is  to  be  stopped, 
many  laity  and  clergy  must  accept  the 
fact  that  the  spiritual  needs  of  the 
membership  are  not  being  met. 

Gerald  L.  Nelson 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Mr.  Hamby’s  article 
struck  close  to  home  , 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Hamby's  Sept.  11  article  on  the 
“serious"  church  headlined  “Being  a 
‘serious’  church  is  the  most  important 
factor  in  church  growth”  struck  close  to 
home  for  me,  for  I  have  met  few  serious 
Christians  in  my  life.  Our  church’s 
decline  is  indicative  of  our  lack  of 
seriousness  about  the  meaning  of  church 
membership  and  the  meaning  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Casual  church  membership  or 
membership  as  an  insurance  policy 
seems  to  prevail  in  United  Methodism. 
So  great  is  this  feeling  that  the  few 
serious  Christians  I’ve  met  leave  our 
denomination  because  they  feel  out  of 
place. 

I  offer  no  solutions,  just  a  sense  of  pain 
and  frustration,  praying  that  we  United 
Methodists  may  find  the  strength  and 
wisdom  to  make  our  members  not  only 
feel,  but  live  in  the  seriousness  of  our 
O.  J.  Stacey 
Amity,  Missouri  * 

The  Shroud  of  Turin  was 
mislabeled  in  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  student  of  the  Shroud  of  Turin  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  as  one  who  has 
personally  seen  it,  I  was  not  a  little 
dismayed  at  your  Sept.  11  editorial  head¬ 
lined  “The  basis  for  one’s  faith  in  God 
must  go  beyond  ‘miraculous  relics’.” 
What  upset  me  the  most  was  your 
labelling  the  shroud  as  a  “miraculous 
relic.” 

The  whole  point  behind  the  scientific 
investigation  of  the  shroud  is  to 
determine,  by  means  of  science,  what 
caused  the  images  to  be  imprinted  on  the 
cloth.  Never  in  its  entire  history  has  the 
shroud  ever  been  used  to  effect  miracles 
or  healings  or  any  of  the  other  spurious 
effects  so  often  attributed  to  relics. 

To  label  the  shroud  as  a  “miraculous 
relic"  is  to  show  no  understanding  of  it  at 
all.  The  only  reason  it  is  controversial  in 
the  first  place  is  because  we  claim  it 
wrapped  Christ’s  body  in  the  tomb.  If  we 
claimed  it  was  the  burial  cloth  of  some 
other  historical  figure  it  would  be  hailed 
as  the  greatest  archaelogical  find  of  all 
time. 

George  Wilson 
Longview,  Texas 


Mr.  Elrod 

green  is  told  by  those,  who  in  league  wi(h 
each  other  determine  (based  as  it  always 
is  on  some  specially  interpreted  source  of 
authority),  that  the  enjoying  of  the  color 
blue  or  red  or  green  is  immoral.  Far 
fetched,  unfair,  stretching  the  point! 

Check  history  and  current  events. 
Observe  the  titles  of  those  books  and 
magazines  which  are  being  burned.  Look 
to  the  leaders  of  moral  righteousness, 
enthroned  and  elected  by  their  own 
mystical  (mythical)  claims  to  moral 
superiority;  urged  on  by  anti¬ 
intellectuals;  funded  by  the  suspicious; 
insulted  by  contradictory  points  of  view; 
protected  by  legions  who  dare  others  to 
take  exception  to  their  teachings,  their 
wisdom,  their  “God-given”  authority. 

Could  George  Orwell’s  Big  Brother  of 
1984  be  our  “religious”  neighbor, 
whether  Baptist,  or  bom  again, 
Episcopal  or  evangelical,  Methodist  or 
mediaist  who  claim  to  know  what’s  best 
for  us. 

Maybe  reverse  is  true 

Maybe  just  the  reverse  is  true.  Is  it 
likely  that  God  in  His  (Her)  continuing 
creation  and  trust  of  that  creation  offers 
us  the  chance  to  choose  between  the  “do 
it  one  way  —  my  way”  model  or  (o 
struggle,  as  indeed  struggle  from  the 
earliest  of  biblical  times  has  been  the 
name  of  the  human  game,  in  order  to 
come  to  terms  with  one’s  own  self  as 
creature  of  God!  In  other -words,  maybe 
moral  ambiguity  —  and  not  uniformity  — 
is  the  way  of  human  existence. 

Perhaps  the  beauty  of  God’s  creation  js 
in  all  of  its  compounded  uncertainty, 
pluralistic  life  styles,  confusing  and 
often  contradictory  patterns  of  behavior 
experienced  in  this  world  —  rather  than 
in  any  simplistic,  regimented,  goose 
step,  unilateral'authoritarianism. 

Would  blue  sky  be  beautiful  if  it  were 
seen  just  the  same  day  after  day?  Would 
fields  of  flowers  be  forever  entrancingly 
beautiful  were  they  not  varied  by  color 
and  texture  in  their  appearance  and  very 
presence  season  to  season?  Would  the 
sunrise-sunset  miracle  carry  such  awe  if, 
day  in  and  day  out,  it  never  varied  to  our 
eye  or  experience?  Would  winter’s  snows 
be  forever  pristine  and  pure  to  us  —  were 
no  change,  no  contrast,  no  interruption 
available? 

Would  human  devotion  and 
endearment  remain  strong  if  all  our 
relationships  were  determined 
exclusively  by  someone  else?  Would  life 
be  better  without  its  terrible  confusions, 
its  immense  ambiguities,  its  variations 
on  the  theme  of  what  it  means  to  be  both 
human  and  divine? 


“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Jerry  D.  Elrod,  is  the  executive  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Metropolitan 
Ministries  in  Omaha,  Nebraska 
(Nebraska  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to: 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 
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Simply 
Delightful! 

A  colorful  "love  your  neighbor" 
cookbook  for  kids  7-70. 

"I  heartily  recommend 
Loaves  and  Fishes  as  a 

cookbook  for  grandparents, 
parents,  and  teachers  to  use 
with  their  children— to  share 
the  experience  of  preparing 
and  consuming  food  wisely 
and  to  work  together  in  a  fun 
and  creative  way  .“—United 
Methodist  Reporter 
Ringbound.  $5.95 
At  your  local  bookstore 
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Be  sure  your  church  always  orders 
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World  Food  Day  to  be  observed  Oct.  16 

The  rice  crop  was  abundant  this  year  for  these  two  women  in  Kampuchea,  but  situation." 


there  are  still  food  shortages  in  other  countries.  With  that  in  mind,  the  United 
Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  (FAO)  is  marking  its  anniversary 
Oct.  16  by  sponsoring  the  first  World  Food  Day.  Activities  are  planned  in  some 
125  countries.  In  the  U.S.,  nearly  200  organizations  —  including  many  church 
bodies  —  are  sponsoring  observances.  An  FAO  official  told  TM/UMR  that 
the  purpose  of  World  Food  Day  is  to  raise  awareness  of  "the  deteriorating  world 


National  coordinator  for  World  Food  Day  is  Mrs.  Patricia  Young,  a  United 
Presbyterian  from  Scranton.  Pa. 

"We  need  a  day  like  this  to  take  stock,"  said  Ms.  Young.  "Seven  years  after 
the  promise  to  end  hunger  at  the  World  Food  Conference  there  are  still  500 
million  people  near  starvation  and  millions  more  who  are  malnourished." 

PHOTO  BY  JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 


‘ What  is  this  organisation  ?’ 


Food  for  the  Hungry:  Probe  of  a  fundraiser 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE  ~  J 


By 

Associate  Editor 

“Dear  friend:”  the  letter  began. 

“I’m  here  in  Africa  .  .  .  and  if  you  were 
here  with  me,  your  heart  would  break 
with  mine!”  .  .  . 

The  letter  continued  for  several 
paragraphs.  At  the  bottom  was  a 
suggested  tear-off  coupon  headlined 
FAMINE  EMERGENCY  REPLY  SLIP. 
.  Open  boxes  were  provided  where  the 
.  recipient  could  check  $25,  $50,  $75,  $100, 
or  Other. 

The  letter  was  signed  “Larry  Ward, 
President.”  The  return  address  was  a 
.  box  in  Scottsdale,  Ariz. 

.  Food  for  the  Hungry  wasn’t  hard  to 
reach.  Its  phone  number  in  Scottsdale  is 
.  602-955-8438. 

President  Ward,  on  the  phone,  sounded 
,  cordial,  enthusiastic,  open.  He  regretted 
that  he  couldn’t  come  to  Dallas  to  answer 
our  questions  in  person,  but  he  had  to 
leave  the  following  day  for  Bolivia.  Two 
associates  were  coming  lo  Dallas  on 
other  business,  though,  and  they  would 
be  glad  to  meet  with  this  reporter. 

At  the  subsequent  meeting  in  Dallas, 
Dr.  Hal  Stack,  vice  president,  and  Dr. 
Roscow  Brewer,  director  of  relief 
services  who  recently  left  the  staff  of  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  were  equally  as  open 
and  cordial  as  Dr.  Ward.  They  gave  this 
reporter  a  copy  of  the  organization’s 
audited  financial  statement  for  1980, 
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Philo 


PHILO  la  tho  spark"  of  lifo  at  tho 
orphonag*  in  India  whoro  she  has  been 
accepted  for  care.  She  has  a  radiant 
personality  and  was  recently  offered  to 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.  for  sponsorship. 
Perhaps  you  would  like  to  help  her. 

Sponsorship  is  a  |oyful  experience.  Your 
heart  will  be  warmed  by  the  letters 
received  from  "your"  child.  Only  one  child 
Is  assigned  each  sponsor.  You  will  receive 
full  particulars  on  the  child's  life:  name, 
oddress.  photo,  case  history  plus  o  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  orphanage  where  the  child 
lives.  No  contracts  are  signed. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  has  been 
seeking  sponsors  for  the  Lord's  destitute 
children  since  1965.  These  youngsters  live 
in  61  Christlon  orphanages  in  12  countries. 
The  majority  of  children  are  in  India 
where  needs  remain  critical.  While  in  our 
care  these  youngsters  are  provided  with 
food  for  both  body  and  spirit. 

The  sponsorship  fee?  Only  SI 3  a  month. 
Less  than  44*  a  day  I  And  WCI  sent  88% 
of  all  sponsorship  funds  received  last 
year  overseas  for  the  children.  All  dona¬ 
tions  are  tax  deductible  and  each  spon¬ 
sor  receives  a  copy  of  the  oudit. 

We  would  be  happy  to  extend  a  warm 
welcome  to  you  as  you  join  our  family  of 
sponsors.  Philo  or  another  child  is  waiting 
to  hear  you  soy,  "I  care."  Please  write 
today. 


*i»h  lo  sponsor  o  child  wh 
the  need  is  greolesl_ 
Enclosed  is  payment  lor  t  irs 


Slolo  ond  Zip. 

Write  to 
Bo.  2979  Win 


er  Haven  Fla  33880 


Director  P  O 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  A  subscriber  in  Missouri  forwarded  an  unsolicited  direct 
mail  fund-raising  letter  he  had  received  from  an  organization  called  Food  for  the 
Hungry  International,  based  in  Scottsdale,  Ariz.  He  asked  TM/UMR  to  find  out 
what  this  organization  is  and  if  it  is  on  the  level.  TM/UMR’s  editors  decided  to 
commit  the  necessary  time  and  effort  to  answer  our  Missouri  reader’s  questions 
—  without  knowing  whether  we  would  publish  an  expose,  a  heartwarming 
success  story,  or  something  in-between.  This  is  what  we  found. 


copies  of  promotional  brochures,  and  a 
copy  of  Dr.  Ward's  1973  book  “.  .  .  and 
there  will  be  Famines,”  with  a  foreword 
by  Billy  Graham. 

Organization’s  story 
This  is  the  essence  of  what  Drs.  Stack 
and  Brewer  said  about  Food  for  the 
Hungry : 

It  is  a  non-profit  charitable 
organization  formed  in  1971  to  offer  both 
disaster  relief  and  long-range  self-help. 
It  is  non-sectarian,  with  a  staff 
representing  a  wide  range  of 
denominations,  including  United 
Methodists.  It  "finds  its  motivation  and 
service  example  in  the  life  and  teaching 
of  Jesus  Christ.”  The  heart  of  its 
program  is  the  Hunger  Corps,  a  group  of 
screened  volunteers  who  arrange  their 
own  financial  support  and  spend  one  to 
two  years  in  Third  World  relief  and 
development  projects  such  as  food 
distribution,  horticulture,  small  animal 
husbandry,  water  development,  etc. 

It  sees  itself  as  an  arm  of  existing 
national  churches  overseas  where 
possible.  It  has  virtually  no  program  in 
this  country  but  operates  in  such 
countries  as  Bangladesh,  Somalia,  and 
Thailand.  Its  number  one  objective  is 
evangelism,  not  in  the  sense  of  “planting 
churches”  but  of  taking  Christian 
compassion,  food  and  medicines  into 
areas  of  need.  It  admits  to  the  image  not 
of  low  overhead  "but  of  getting  things 
done."  It  tries  to  innovate,  using,  for 
instance,  its  Arizona  base  as  a  test 
ground  for  solar  energy. 

It  has  been  a  leader  in  forming  a 
coalition  of  conservative  relief, 
emergency  and  development 
organizations  which  worked  out 
something  of  a  “comity  agreement’’ 
dividing  up  geographical  territories  and 
program  emphases. 

What  others  say 
The  question  remained:  What  do 
others  in  a  position  to  know  say  of  Food 
for  the  Hungry? 

INFOSERV,  the  telephone  information 
service  operated  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  pulled  from  its  files  the 
latest  (August  1981)  report  from  the 
Better  Business  Bureau.  BBB,  according 
to  INFOSERV,  said  Food  for  the  Hungry 
had  not  complied  with  BBB’s  requests 
for  standard  disclosure  about  its 
decision-making  structure. 

Another  source  was  the  National 
Information  Bureau  (NIB),  founded  in 
1918  to  evaluate  national,  not-for-profit 
organizations.  NIB  requires  an 
organization  to  submit  reports  on  its 
board,  purpose,  program,  expenses, 
promotion,  fund-raising,  accountability, 
and  budget. 

NIB  said  Food  for  the  Hungry  had 
submitted  audited  financial  statements 
but  not  in  1981.  Thus,  NIB’s  latest  printed 
conclusion  is  that  it  “is  not  in  a  position  to 
report  that  Food  for  the  Hungry,  Inc. 
meets  its  (NIB’s)  eight  basic 
standards.” 

In  August  1979,  after  Food  for  the 
Hungry  had  filed  somewhat  more 
complete  reports,  NIB  said  the  Arizona 
organization  “provides  a  number  of 
useful  relief  and  development  services 
on  a  small  scale  in  certain  developing 
countries.  (It)  did  not  provide  an  annual 
report  describing  its  program  in  detail 
and  relating  program  descriptions  to 
expenses.  NIB  believes  that  such  an 
annual  report  would  be  helpful  to 
contributors.” 

Another  evaluation  came  from  Leon 
Merion,  executive  director  of  the 
American  Council  of  Voluntary 
Agencies.  His  council  was  organized  in 
1944  as  a  clearing  house  for  agencies  — 


mostly  with  religious  affiliations  — 
headquartered  in  the  U.S.  but  working 
overseas  in  development,  relief  and 
refugees. 

ACVA  members,  Mr.  Merion  said, 
include  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
arm  of  National  Council  of  Churches; 
Catholic  Relief  Services,  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Mennonite 
Central  Committee,  United  Israel 
Appeal,  CARE,  Save  the  Children, 
Christian  Children’s  Fund,  Salvation 
Army,  the  Episcopal  Church  Bishops’ 
Fund,  and  World  Relief,  relief  arm  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals. 

Food  for  the  Hungry  is  not  a  member  of 
ACVA,  Mr.  Merion  said. 

Mr.  Merion  says  his  council  sets  25 
percent  as  “a  fairly  generous  figure”  for 
any  charitable  fund-raising  organization 
to  spend  out  of  its  income  for 
administrative  and  promotional  costs. 
As  an  example,  he  said,  Church  World 
Service  “hovers  around  10  percent.” 
This  is  low,  he  said,  because  a  church- 
related  organization  always  has  help 
through  the  church  structure. 

The  1980  financial  statement  which 
Food  for  the  Hungry  gave  to  TM/UMR 


showed  that  the  organization  put  77 
percent  of  its  $5,088,311  financial 
contributions  into  relief,  development, 
and  refugee  assistance.  The  remaining 
23  percent  went  to  general  advertising 
and  promotion,  future  fund  development 
(particularly  into  television),  and 
administrative  costs. 

One  who  spoke  with  some  personal 
knowledge  of  Food  for  the  Hungry  was 
Olan  Hendrix,  executive  director  of  the 
Evangelical  Council  for  Financial 
Accountability,  of  which  Food  for  the 
Hungry  is  a  charter  member  and  in 
“good  standing.”  He  said  the  council  was 
formed  in  1979  “because  of  the  repeated 
scandals  that  keep  arising  in  religion  in 
some  fund-raising  areas.  ” 

Something  of  a  summary  view  of  Food 
for  the  Hungry  came  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  for  Relief 
secretary  for  program,  R.  Gerald 
Schmidt.  He  said,  “Food  for  the  Hungry 
appears  to  be  a  credible  program  with 
relatively  high  administrative  costs.  It 
has  no  infrastructure  in  the  church 
overseas,  so  its  costs  are  going  to  run 
high.  For  United  Methodists  there’s  a 
better  way  to  go,  and  that’s  through 
UMCOR.  We  do  our  work  for  a  fraction  of 
the  cost.” 

Readers  with  questions  about  this  or 
similar  fund-soliciting  organizations  are 
encouraged  to  call  the  organization 
direct  or  to  call  a  clearing-house 
organization.  INFOSERV  will  share 
what  information  it  has  or  can  obtain;  its 
number  is  1-800-251-8140. 


Threatened  Muzorewa 
denies  rebellion  charge 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

SALISBURY,  Zimbabwe  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  told 
TM/UMR  in  a  telephone  interview  from 
his  office  here  that  he  will  have  a  press 
conference  and  issue  a  full  statement  this 
week  to  answer  questions  raised  in 
recent  news  reports. 

Reports  in  the  Salisbury  press  Aug.  28 
and  Sept.  20  said  Prime  Minister  Robert 
Mugabe  threatened  to  detain  the  bishop 
in  a  guarded  “keep”  if  he  does  not 
change.  The  prime  minister  charged  in 
several  village  rallies  that  the  bishop  has 
5,000  former  auxiliary  soldiers  under 
training  in  South  Africa  to  infiltrate  and 
cause  sabotage  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  bishop  told  TM/UMR  these  are 
just  “made  up  stories”  which  officials 
have  privately  admitted  are  not  true. 
The  episcopal  leader  who  preceded  Mr. 
Mugabe  as  prime  minister,  and  who  has 


political  ties  to  the  UANC,  an  opposition 
jParty,  said  he  will  answer  these 
questions  in  his  statement  which  will  be 
circulated  to  all  the  bishops  of  the  church 
and  other  church  channels  in  addition  to 
the  press  in  his  homeland. 

Asked  if  he  felt  fearful  as  a  result  of  the 
threats,  Bishop  Muzorewa  said,  “If  I  felt 
fear,  I  would  be  somewhere  else.” 

A  Zimbabwe  government  official  at  the 
United  Nations  in  New  York  told 
TM/UMR  “the  prime  minister  was  only 
answering  the  villagers’  questions  about 
what  happened  before  the  elections  in 
February  1980.”  He  alleged  that  the 
bishop  sent  auxiliary  supporters  out  of 
the  country  before  the  elections  to 
Mozambique  and  South  Africa,  and  that 
they  represent  “a  threat  to  Zimbabwe.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  previously  has 
denied  all  charges  of  having  forces  under 
training  in  neighboring  South  Africa. 


Sadat’s  death  peace  threat 
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DIRECTS  GDCC'S  Jail  Chaplaincy  program  of 
the  Dallas  County  Jail  Requires  ordination 
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TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  assassination  of 
Egyptian  President  Anwar  Sadat  raises 
troubling  questions  about  Christian- 
Muslim  relations  —  already  under  stress 
—  in  the  United  States,  according  to  one 
U.S.  leader  in  Christian-Muslim 
dialogue. 

“Undoubtedly,  his  death  is  related  to 
fundamentalist  Islam  which  seeks  to 
establish  one  true  faith,”  the  Rev.  Lonnie 
Turnipseed  told  TM/UMR. 

“Some  of  that  (fundamentalist  Islam) 
leadership  was  educated  in  the  United 
States.  We’ve  received  reports  that  those 
current  leaders  had  very  poor  treatment 
here  because  they  were  Muslims  and 
that  that  seemed  to  push  them  into  their 
fundamentalism.” 

The  question  one  can’t  help  but  wonder 
about,  he  said,  is  whether  the  current 
situation  throughout  the  Mideast  might 
have  been  different  if  those  Muslims  had 
had  positive  experiences  in  which  they 
learned  that  different  religious  groups 
could  live  comfortably  in  a  pluralistic  society. 

L)r.  Tui  nipseccl  is  on  the  staif  of  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns.  He  also  is  chairman  of  both  the 
Christian-Muslim  Task  Force  and  the 
Christian- Jewish  Committee  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  effect  of  the  assassination  on 
Christian-Muslim  relations  in  the  U.S.  is 
difficult  to  predict,  he  said.  Several 
factors  could  have  a  bearing: 

Most  ot  the  Christian  community 


mourns  Mr.  Sadat’s  death  as  a  great 
world  tragedy,  he  said,  while  many  U.S. 
Muslims  do  not  share  that  sense  of  loss 
because  of  the  disunity  he  brought  to  the 
Arab  world  by  embracing  the  Camp 
David  accords. 

And,  certain  “fanatical  Muslims”  felt 
Mr.  Sadat  was  not  a  good  Muslim 
because  he  recognized  and  worked  with 
the  Coptic  Church,  Dr.  Turnipseed  said.' 
(Coptic  Bishop  Samuel  also  died  in  the 
attack). 

Nonetheless,  many  U.S.  Muslims  who 
opposed  Mr.  Sadat  did  admire  him  for 
taking  courageous  steps  for  peace  based 
on  his  Islamic  faith,  he  added. 

The  NCC  task  force  meets  at  least  four 
times  a  year  with  various  U.S.  Muslim 
leaders  to  discuss  interreligious 
concerns.  The  main  source  of  tension 
during  the  last  two  years  has  not  been 
Arab-Israeli  matters  but  the  events  in 
Iran,  Dr.  Turnipseed  said. 

Religious  leaders  around  the  world 
hailed  President  Sadat’s  historic, 
precedent-breaking  meeting  in  1977  with 
Israeli  Prime  Minister  Menachem  Begin 
in  Jerusalem. 

That  meeting  led  in  1978  to  the  Camp 
David  talks  among  which,  in  turn,  led  to 
the  signing  of  a  formal  peace  treaty  in 
1979  between  Egypt  and  Israel,  ending  30 
years  of  war. 

Mr.  Sadat  shared  the  1978  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  with  Mr.  Begin.  Later  that  year  the 
Egyptian  leader  was  awarded  a  World 
Methodist  Council  peace  prize. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Social  action  agency 
nominates  laywoman 
as  chief  executive 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  social  action  arm 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
nominated  as  its  chief  executive  a 
laywoman  who  has  spent  much  of  her 
career  as  a  Christian  educator  in  the 
local  church. 

Haviland  C.  Houston,  50,  won  the 
approval  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  by  a  secret  ballot  vote  of  70-0 
with  one  abstention  in  a  meeting  here 
last  week. 


Ms.  Houston  (pronounced  house-ton) 
has  lived  most  of  her  life  in  Georgia  and 
is  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville. 

Most  directors  and  staff  —  as  well  as 
Ms.  Houston  —  acknowledge  that  she 
does  not  have  the  stereotypical  trappings 
of  a  social  activist.  Her  nomination 
represents  a  commitment  to  a  new 
emphasis  by  the  board,  many  said. 

“The  Discipline- 
defined  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  this  board 
are  advocacy  and 
education,”  Bishop 
Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  i 
board  president,  I 
told  TM/UMR. 

“Traditionally  ffij 
this  board  has  been 


strong  on  advocacy 

but  not  on  the  Ms.  Houston 

education  aspect.  Ms.  Houston’s  local 

experience  is  very  recent  and  helps  to 

give  her  real  understanding  of  the  local 

church.” 

In  her  first  address  to  the  board,  Ms. 
Houston  said,  “My  vision  is  to  find  ways 
to  turn  those  resolutions  (on  social  issues 
passed  by  the  board)  into  local  church 
realities.  We  must  move  away  from 
elitism  that  denies  people  the  right  to 
struggle  with  issues  themselves." 

She  said  she  will  use  her  experience 
working  with  volunteers  and  her  past 
contacts  to  build  up  new  coalitions  to  be 


involved  in  social  issues. 

“Instead  of  just  looking  for  those 
liberals  out  there  —  and  we  will  want 
them  —  we  are  going  to  get  all  kinds  of 
active  lay  people  who  are  in  leadership  in 
the  local  church,”  she  told  TM/UMR. 

She  said  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  tremendous  opportunities  if 
it  works  with  annual  conference  lay 
leaders  and  church  schools.  “There  are  a 
half-million  teachers  and  workers.  All  of 
these  have  access  to  people  at  the 
grassroots  level.  And  people  are  needed 
to  effect  change. 

"Personally  I’ve  always  been  involved 
in  social  action.  In  Atlanta  as  a  director 
of  Christian  education,  I  was  helping 
adults  and  youth  to  wrestle  with  social 
issues  and  to  become  involved  in  the 
community.” 

Bishop  Hodapp  said,  “She  hasn’t  been 
as  removed  from  social  action  as  some 
people  think.  You  can’t  be  the  head  of  a 
major  YWCA  in  the  South  and  be 
removed  from  social  issues.” 

After  20  years  as  an  educator  in  the 
local  church,  Ms.  Houston  became  the 
executive  director  of  the  YWCA  of 
Greater  Atlanta  in  1972.  During  her  five 
years  at  the  helm,  the  YWCA  prepared 
and  implemented  an  affirmative  action 
program  and  dealt  with  issues  of 
institutional  racism.  It  created  service 
programs  for  battered  women,  rape 
victims,  deaf  mutes,  young  women  in 
need  of  inexpensive  housing  and  women 
who  suffered  from  credit  and  job 
discrimination.  Ms.  Houston  oversaw  an 
operating  budget  of  $650,000  and  a  $2 
million  capital  funds  drive  that  expanded 
the  YWCA  from  two  to  six  buildings. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
nominee  will  be  voted  on  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  in  its  Oct.  27-31 
meeting. 

If  elected,  she  will  be  the  first  woman 
general  secretary  of  a  United  Methodist 
program  board  and  only  the  second  lay 
person. 


Board  asks  the  President 


to  sack  Interior  Secretary 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  last 
week  called  on  President  Reagan  to 
request  the  resignation  of  U.S.  Secretary 
of  Interior  James  Watt. 

And  in  a  letter  to  the  President,  the 
board  expressed  “profound  alarm”  at 
his  social  philosophy.  It  enumerated  four 
areas  of  concern. 

In  all,  the  board  took  nine  actions 
critical  of  the  Reagan  Administration. 

All  of  the  73  UM  annual  conferences 
have  representatives  on  the  board  which 
meets  twice  each  year. 

The  board  cited  several  actions  by 
Secretary  Watt  which  showed  “his 
policies  are  not  in  keeping  with  the 
United  Methodist  policy  of  respect  for 
land,  water  and  air.”  They  included  Mr. 
Watt’s  stated  intent  to  keep  wilderness 
areas  open  to  mining,  the  suspension  of 
listing  species  under  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  and  “disturbing”  actions 
concerning  national  parks. 

Because  of  Mr.  Watt’s  “disregard  for 
—  and  failure  to  enforce  —  current 
environmental  laws,”  the  resolution 
said,  the  board  “joins  in  the  call”  for  the 
President  to  replace  Mr.  Watt  “with  a 
person  who  is  concerned  for  the  faithful 
stewardship  of  our  nation’s  natural 
resources.” 

The  board’s  environment  committee 
did  not  report  out  a  resolution  that  would 
have  condemned  chemical  warfare, 
referring  to  the  recent  U.S.  media 
reports  about  the  Soviet  Union’s  use  of 
“yellow  rain”  poisons  in  Afghanistan  and 
other  nations.  The  committee  asked  the 
staff  for  more  study  because  the 
resolution  “wasn’t  balanced”  with 
information  about  U.S.  involvement  with 
chemical  weapons. 

Leo  Baker,  member  from  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference,  told  TM/UMR 
he  was  angry:  “We  condemn  Watt  for 
what  he  did  to  parks  but  won’t  condemn 
the  Soviet  Union  for  killing  innocent 
civilians.” 

Mr.  Baker  had  introduced  the 
chemical  warfare  resolution  which  had 
been  prepared  by  the  Institute  for 
Religion  and  Democracy  in  Washington. 
The  institute  was  created  by  a  number  of 
United  Methodists  and  members  of  other 
denominations  last  spring  to  “promote 
democratic  values”  and  oppose  what 
they  claim  are  anti-democratic 
tendencies  in  mainline  denominations. 

The  presence  of  the  institute’s 
executive  director,  Jim  Robb, 
throughout  the  four-day  meeting 
spawned  several  lively  arguments 
during  breaks  —  much  more  debate  than 
greeted  the  resolutions,  none  of  which 
received  more  than  one  negative  vote. 
Other  resolutions  concerned : 

•Boycotts:  The  board  reaffirmed 
support  of  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
Corporation  products  until  “data  from 
our  personnel”  and  missionaries  indicate 
Nestle  has  conformed  its  infant  formula 
marketing  practices  to  an  inter¬ 
nationally  approved  code. 

The  board  did  not  accede  to  an  outside 
request  for  it  to  support  another  boycott. 
The  Farm  Labor  Organizing  Committee 
( FLOC)  —  mainly  based  in  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois  —  is  pressing  a  boycott  of 
Libby  (owned  by  Nestle)  and  Campbell 
products  to  force  the  companies  to 
negotiate  with  farm  workers  and 
independent  farmers  “to  bring  about  just 
wages  for  migrant  workers. " 


The  board  instructed  its  staff  to  try  to 
set  up  meetings  with  all  parties  to  the 
dispute  and  the  bishops  and  the 
conference  boards  of  church  and  society 
in  the  affected  areas. 

The  staff  will  report  next  March  to  the 
board  which  then  will  consider  whether 
to  boycott. 

•  Immigration:  Receiving  a  29-page 
study  paper  from  the  staff,  the  board 
directed  the  staff  to  cooperate  with 
advocacy  groups  to  help  reunify  persons 
outside  the  U.S.  with  relatives  here. 

The  board  will  move  deeper  into  the 
subject  at  future  meetings. 

The  recent  U.S.  agreement  with  Haiti 
was  opposed.  The  United  States  intends 
to  intercept  Haitian  vessels  on  the  high 
seas  believed  to  be  carrying  Haitians 
fleeing  to  enter  this  country  illegally. 

The  board  also  joined  other 
denominations  —  at  no  cost  —  in  a 
lawsuit  seeking  data  from  the 
government  about  the  fate  of  El 
Salvadorans  who  “may  face  severe 
reprisals  upon  their  return  after 
_  deportation.” 

•  Federal  budget  cuts:  The  board 
‘urgently  calls  upon  members  of  local 
churches  to  express  their  deep  distress 
upon  the  transfer  of  billions  of  dollars 
from  the  social  needs  of  the  people  to  the 
production  of  massive  new  weapons  and 
strategic  defense  systems. ’ ’ 

The  letter  to  President  Reagan  is  the 
second  from  the  board.  One  last 
February  received  no  response.  Bishop 
Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  board  president,  noted 
that  as  far  as  he  knows,  no 
correspondence  on  UMC  letterhead  from 
any  part  of  the  church  has  elicited  a 
White  House  response. 

The  board's  trustees  took  no  action 
related  to  the  possibility  the  federal 
government  will  take  its  building  in 
Washington.  There  is  not  much  one  can 
do  to  fight  ‘eminent  domain’  proceedings, 
said  Charles  D.  Redmond,  trustee 
chairman  from  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  -ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

Council  picks 
Indiana  bishop 

NEW  YORK  —  James  Armstrong, 
bishop  of  the  Indiana  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  nominated 
as  the  next  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  bishop  heads 
a  slate  of  nominees 
to  be  presented  to 
the  council’s  gov¬ 
erning  board  in 
Cleveland,  Nov.  4-5. 

Officers  elected 
there  will  guide  the 
Council’s  work 
during  the  up¬ 
coming  triennium, 

1982-84. 

If  elected.  Bishop  Armstrong  would 
succeed  the  Rev.  M.  William  Howard  Jr., 
a  young,  black  executive  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America  who  has 
been  president  of  the  council  since  1979. 
The  nominating  committee’s  selection 
for  president  has  never  been  challenged 
successfully. 

He  would  be  the  third  Methodist  to 
serve  as  president  of  the  council.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  the  largest  of 
the  council’s  32  Orthodox,  Protestant  and 
Anglican  member  communions. 


Mr.  Armstrong 
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Buses ,  vans  bring  assets 
to  local  churches9 doors 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

HARRISBURG,  Pa.  —  When  the 
dark  blue  bus  pulls  up  to  a  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference,  it’s 
a  lot  like  a  big  part  of  the  area's 
Cokesbury  Store  just  drove  into  the 
parking  lot. 

The  "Know-Mobile,"  which  is  what 
the  annual  conference  staff 
headquartered  here  calls  their  mobile 
resource  center,  carries  800  different 
pieces  of  UMC  material.  The 
converted  school  bus  houses  a  12- 
person  classroom,  file  and  display 
cabinets,  a  screen,  slide  projector, 
tape  recorder  and  record  player. 

Designed  as  a  resource  and  training 
aid  for  local  church  school  teachers, 
the  1966-vintage  vehicle  also  carries 
information  about  all  programs 
directed  by  the  Central  Pennsylvania 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
which  funds  the  Know-Mobile 
campaign. 

The  Know-Mobile  —  called  by  some 
"the  blue  goose”  —  has  been  used  by 
about  a  third  of  the  504  charges  in  the 
conference,  said  the  Rev.  Gerald 
Wood  of  Milroy  UMC  and  Know- 
Mobile  coordinator. 

“My  concern  is  to  provide  every 
person  involved  in  teaching  a  chance 
to  examine  UM  materials  at  their  own 
convenience,”  he  added. 

Many  churches  may  be  almost  a 
day’s  drive  from  the  Harrisburg 
Cokesbury  store,  which  is  the  only  one 
in  the  area. 


The  Rev.  Bruce  Fisher,  conference 
program  director,  said  that  about  75 
percent  of  Central  Pennsylvania’s 
churches  have  fewer  than  150 
members,  and  many  do  not  use  UM 
curriculum 

He  and  Mr.  Wood  agree  that  the 
Know-Mobile,  plus  workshops  to 
teach  ministers  about  UM  resources 
are  having  some  influence  on  local 
churches  in  the  conference.  Even 
Bishop  John  B.  Warman  of  the 
Harrisburg  Area  and  his  cabinet,  Mr. 
Wood  said,  have  had  a  workshop. 

The  hands-on  experiences  offered 
church  school  teachers  by  the  Know- 
Mobile,  however,  may  be  the  most 
effective.  Not  only  can  they  listen  to 
tapes,  see  film  strips  and  play 
records,  Mr.  Wood  said,  but  order 
materials  on  the  spot. 

In  his  two  years  as  coordinator  of 
the  program,  Mr.  Wood  said,  the 
Know-Mobile  has  traveled  2,315  miles, 
reaching  almost  2,000  people. 

The  “blue  goose”  appears  “right  at 
the  front  door"  of  wherever  the 
annual  conference  is  held  each 
year,  Mr.  Wood  said,  as  well  as  at 
sub-district  meetings  and  local 
churches.  Visits  are  arranged  by 
district  coordinators. 

The  coordinators,  he  explained, 
plan  for  a  bus  visit  in  their  own 
territories,  and  make  arrangements 
for  someone  with  a  chauffeur’s 
license  to  drive  it  to  its  next  stop. 

Given  the  age  of  the  bus, 
maintenance  is  necessary  — 


The  bus.  above,  brings  at  least  800  different  pieces  of  information  to  Central 
Pennsylvania  United  Methodists  as  it  itinerates  from  church  to  church. 
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Doris  Ahern  of  the  Holston  Annual 
Conference  is  surrounded  by  the 
nearly  five-foot  tall  "Whobodies"  like 
those  she  crafted  for  the  conference’s 
Sunday  School  (And  More)  Caravan. 
The  rag  dolls  represent,  she  says, 
those  ‘‘people  who  care.” 

HOLSTON  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 

sometimes  on  the  road  far  from  the 
Milroy,  Pa.,  home  of  its  coordinator 
and  of  its  "keeper,"  retired  mechanic 
Paul  Ritter.  Mr.  Ritter  is  a  member  of 
Mr.  Wood’s  church  who  has 
“adopted”  the  bus  and  does  on  the 
road  repairs  when  necessary. 

His  wife,  Lillian,  helps  Mr.  Wood 
outfit  the  bus  with  new  UM  materials 
quarterly,  as  they  become  available. 

Other  conferences,  such  as  Holston 
—  which  covers  Eastern  Tennessee 
and  Southwest  Virginia  —  and  North 
Georgia  have  adopted  similar 
programs  on  a  one-year  basis. 

Holston  Conference  used  a  van 
loaded  with  UM  materials  and 
"Whobodies"  —  rag  dolls  nearly  five 
feet  tall  and  designed  to  represent  all 
age  groups  —  to  greet  the  some  2,000 
persons  visiting  their  "Sunday  School 
(And  More)  Caravan"  this  year.  The 
Caravan  included  Council  on 
Ministries  materials  as  well  as  those 
for  church  school  classes. 

North  Georgia  Annual  Conference 
also  had  good  success  with  its  Curric- 
U-Van,  which  brought  UM  materials 
to  more  than  6,000  church  school 
teachers  and  ministers  last  year. 


UMs  suggest  mission  aims 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

A  sampling  of  United  Methodists  closely 
involved  with  the  national  mission  arm  of 
the  denomination  revealed  few  strong 
feelings  about  the  person  recently  nomi¬ 
nated  to  take  over  leadership  of  the  agency 
with  an  annual  $10.5  million  budget. 

They  were  outspoken,  however,  about 
some  directions  they  hope  the  National 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM)  will  take. 
Development  of  new  congregations  and 
generation  of  new  dollars  were  common 
themes,  TM/UMR  found. 

Late  last  month  the  Rev.  Rene  O. 
Bideaux  was  announced  as  the  search 
committee’s  nominee  to  replace  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  who  was  elected  to 
head  the  entire  mission  board. 

Mr.  Bideaux,  50,  has  been  executive 
director  of  the  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center 
since  June  1978.  The  center  focuses  on 
strengthening  small  membership 
churches,  primarily  in  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  It  also 
fosters  cooperative  parish  arrangements 
whereby  groups  of  churches  share  a  staff 
of  ministers. 

If  elected  by  National  Division 
directors  next  week  in  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Mr.  Bideaux  will  supervise  a  staff  of  103. 
The  division’s  job  is  to  develop  national 
mission  strategies  and  program  which 
includes  development  and  strengthening 
of  congregations,  the  creation  of 
ministries  of  compassion  and  the 
correcting  of  patterns  of  injustice  such  as 
racism  and  sexism. 

The  division  is  involved  with  church 
extension,  urban  ministries  and 
community  centers,  educational 
institutions,  service  programs  in  ethnic 
ministry,  town  and  country  ministries 
and  social  welfare  institutions. 

The  Rev.  James  Hankins  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  who  edits  the  United  Methodist 
Rural  Fellowship  Bulletin,  said  he  has  to 
admit  to  mixed  feelings  because  he  sees 
Mr.  Bideaux’s  move  as  a  loss  to  his 
region  of  the  church. 

“But,  I’m  glad  for  him,"  he  added. 
“He’s  one  of  the  top-notch  men  in  the 
country  on  the  small  membership  church 
and  cooperative  parishes.” 

Pleased  with  choice 
Mr.  Hankins  authored  a  letter  to  his 
rural  fellowship  constituent’s  last  March 
pleading  for  the  division  to  choose  some¬ 
one  from  outside  the  board’s  present  staff, 
“who  knows,  understands  and  appreciates 
the  local  church  .  .  .  and  who  can  help  re¬ 
duce  that  ever-growing  gulf  between  the 
BGM  and  the  local  church  and  greatly  im¬ 
prove  the  trust  factor  between  the  two.  ” 


Obviously  pleased  with  the  nomination 
of  a  person  with  rural  experience,  he 
refused  to  take  any  credit.  “I  don’t  think 
our  hollering  had  much  to  do  with  it,”  he 
said. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Elrod,  of  Omaha,  Neb., 
an  urban  ministries  leader,  said  he 
doesn’t  know  Mr.  Bideaux  but  would 
welcome  the  division’s  restoring  "a 
balance  between  an  urban  emphasis  and 
a  local  church  emphasis.” 

Mr.  Elrod  told  TM/UMR  while  the 
National  Division  was  making  large 
investments  in  urban  ministries  over  the 
last  15  years,  "we  weren’t  cultivating  a 
support  community  in  local  churches, 
nor  were  we  investing  in  new  church 
development.  We  are  now  discovering 
that  was  a  costly  mistake,”  he  said. 

“The  problems  we  face  in  urban  areas 
today  are  greater  than  ever,”  he  said, 
“but  we  (in  urban  ministries)  are  in 
trouble  because  we  have  a  smaller 
support  base,  and  we  don't  have  the 
sympathetic  support  of  churches.”  . 
Church  extension  urged 

UMs  involved  in  church  extension 
added  their  concern  that  new 
congregation  development  —  which  is 
just  beginning  to  take  hold  again  across 
the  church  —  continue  to  get  strong 
National  Division  backing. 

Among  those  concerned  about 
evangelism  and  evangelizing  and 
starting  new  congregations  are  ethnic 
minority  leaders  who  say  this  is  what  the 
denomination’s  missional  priority  to 
strengthen  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  is  really  all  about. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Rodriguez  of  San 
Antonio,  executive  for  the  Hispanic 
caucus,  said  he  is  greatly  concerned 
about  how  the  new  executive  for  the 
division  will  respond  to  opportunities  for 
Congregational  development  among 
Hispanics. 

“We  seem  to  be  bypassing 
opportunities  right  on  our  doorstep  for 
evangelistic  outreach,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Harvey  Martz  of  Colorado 
Springs,  who  chairs  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference’s  three-year-old 
committee  on  new  church  development, 
praised  the  division’s  assistance  in 
locating  development  “redevelopment” 
sites  for  congregations.  But  he  said  “the 
real  crunch  is  money.” 

He  pointed  out  that  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  (related  to 
the  division)  which  makes  loans  to  new 
congregations,  didn’t  make  a  single  loan 
for  an  18-month  period  because  investors 
had  pulled  out  in  order  to  put  their  money 
in  funds  paying  higher  interest  rates. 

Mr.  Martz  said  the  facts  are  that  a 


Churches,  corporations  disagree  on  South  Africa  issues 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Church  and 
business  leaders  made  little  headway  at 
a  meeting  here  on  future  U.S.  corporate 
behavior  in  South  Africa. 


A  day-long  symposium  organized  by 
General  Motors,  Ford  and  the  Inter-faith 
Center  for  Corporate  Responsibility 
brought  together  representatives  of  29 


BUY  CANDLES  NOW! 

BEAT  THE  PRICE  INCREASE! 


The  prices  of  our  church  candles  will  go  up  January  1,  1982,  so  buy 
the  quantities  you  need  now  and  save  money.  Get  all  the  candles  you 
need  for  1982  while  they’re  still  at  1981  prices! 

Stearic  Candles 

Pure-white,  stearic  candles  are  molded  of  smooth,  clean  tallow  in  a 
wide  range  of  sizes.  Choose  plain,  flat,  (P)  ends  or  tapered  and 
ridged  self-fitting  (SF)  ends.  Sold  only  in  cartons  of  one-dozen 
candles  or  money-saving  12-carton  cases. 


i 


Order 

Number 

Stock 

Number 

Length  & 
Diameter 

Price 

Dozen 

Case 

Ml  0-055495 

KM-Short.  3’s  (SF) 

17  x  % 

$  13.80 

$  149.04 

M10-007375 

KM-Short.  4'.  (SF) 

12*  x  % 

10.35 

117.78 

M10-007386 

KM-Short.  6’a  (SF) 

8*  x  % 

7.40 

79.92 

Ml 0-007397 

KM-Short.  6'a  (P) 

8*  x  % 

7.40 

79.92 

M 10-007400 

KM-Long.  6's  (SF) 

10*  x  * 

7.40 

79.92 

Ml  0-0074 11 

KM-Long.  6*6  (F) 

10*  X  Y4 

7.40 

72.92 

M10-007422 

KM-Long.  8's  (SF) 

8*  x  V« 

7.00 

75.60 

Ml  0-007433 

KM-SpccUl.  3’a  (P) 

11  x  1* 

13.80 

149.04 

M 10-007444 

KM-SpecUl.  2’«  (P) 

15  x  1* 

18.10 

97.74* 

*6-c*rton  case 


Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 


Beeswax  candle  prices  will  also  increase;  see  the 
Cokesbury  1981-82  Church  and  Church  School  Cata¬ 
log  for  current  prices. 


All  candles  can  be  ordered  from  the  Cokes¬ 
bury  Regional  Service  Center  serving  your 
area  or  local  Cokesbury  Bookstore. 


Save 

10% 

on  Case  Lots! 


Fortune  500  companies  and  30  religious 
groups,  including  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  American  Lutheran,  American 
Baptist,  United  Presbyterian  and  United 
Methodist  churches,  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  Sisters  of  Charity  and 
the  Maryknoll  Fathers. 

Although  billed  as  non-confrontational, 
the  discussion  of  investment  in  the  1980's 
generated  some  church  accusations  of 
"corporate  collaboration”  with  the  apart¬ 
heid  South  African  government,  with  the 
corporate  reply  that  the  churchmen  were 
misinformed  or  had  unrealistic  ideas 
about  corporate  ability  to  affect  South 
African  race  relations. 

American  firms  with  branches  in  South 
Africa  have  been  pressured  by  U.S. 
church  groups  for  a  decade  to  push  South 
Africa  to  acknowledge  economic  and 
social  rights  of  its  own  black  citizens. 

Alarmed  at  ‘softening* 

Recently,  church  leaders  have  ex¬ 
pressed  alarm  over  what  they  perceive 
as  a  “softening”  of  U.S.  policy  toward 
South  Africa.  Dr.  William  P.  Thompson, 
stated  clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  said  the  new  U.S.  approach 
seemed  to  be  “more  carrot  and  less 
stick”  in  hopes  that  South  Africa  will  be 
less  defensive  in  negotiations  to  disman¬ 
tle  apartheid. 

Mr.  Thompson  dismissed  as  “in¬ 
significant,”  after  a  presentation  by  a 

Author  answers 


General  Motors  executive,  gains  the 
company  said  it  had  backed  for  its  black 
South  African  workers. 

"Even  an  elemental  level  of  equality 
has  not  been  won,”  the  churchman  said, 
adding  that  as  far  as  his  church  was  con¬ 
cerned,  “neutrality  in  South  Africa, 
whether  for  corporations  or  churches  is 
impossible.” 

Robert  McCabe,  vice  president  of 
General  Motors’  overseas  companies, 
acknowledged  privately  that  "everything 
we  do.  .  .  is  incremental  change.” 

But,  the  executive  argued,  those  in¬ 
cremental  changes  in  the  workplace  are 
fundamental  steps  in  societal  change  and 
have  served  as  the  “most  effective 
weapon  against  apartheid  to  date.” 

Equally  responsible  for  changing  the 
South  African  race  system  are  the  coun¬ 
try’s  churches,  labor  unions  and  the 
government,  Mr.  McCabe  said. 

American  churches,  he  continued, 
would  thus  do  well  to  put  pressure  on 
these  institutions  instead  of  just  blaming 
business  for  colluding  with  the  enemy. 
“The  corporations  have  changed  —  I 
would  not  say  the  same  for  the  chur¬ 
ches,”  he  said. 

William  Broderick,  director  of  Ford’s 
international  governmental  research  of¬ 
fice,  took  the  same  line. 

At  the  heart  of  the  debate,  however,  lay 
a  disagreement  over  whether  by  making 


loans  or  being  there  at  all,  American 
firms  undermine  South  African  black  ef¬ 
forts  to  attain  equality. 

Scathing  criticism  from  sister 

Most  scathing  was  the  criticism  of 
American  corporate  activity  in  South 
America  by  Sister  Regina  Murphy,  cor¬ 
porate  responsibility  coordinator  for  the 
Sisters  of  Charity. 

She  said  that  the  products  that  many 
companies  offer  the  South  African  gov¬ 
ernment  "enable  the  government  to  do 
its  business  and  so  administer  apart¬ 
heid.” 

Dr.  M.  William  Howard  Jr.,  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
specifically  criticized  a  Citibank  loan  of 
$250  million  which  the  bank  defended  by 
saying  that  it  was  to  build  schools  and 
health  facilities  for  black  South  Africans. 
The  argument  "does  not  impress  us,” 
Dr.  Howard  said,  critizing  Citibank  for 
allowing  South  Africa  still  to  "fly  its  flag 
in  the  international  monetary  com¬ 
munity.” 

A  Citibank  aide  later  said  the  loan 
didn’t  affect  South  Africa’s  international 
credit  “one  iota.” 

“I  find  their  (some  church  leaders’) 
zeal  excessive,”  he  added,  saying  that  if 
divestment  were  carried  to  its  logical 
conclusion,  “it  wouldn’t  cauterize  the 
situation  but  lead  to  further  oppression 
of  the  black  population. " 
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Critic  attacks  ‘Europe’  mission  book 


Cakesbiuy, 


ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 


P  O  Be«  JOT 
cr*3  NJ  07666 
1201)  SJ7  2691 


20*  E<gr*i  Avorur  Sou*i 
P  O  8a.  801 
NotfMI*  IN  37307 
1615)  749-6*13 


19*0  Mor  Swe«f 
P  O  298 
Dan®.  IX  7522< 
(214)  746-6711 


SHOP  IN  PERSON  AT  THESE  BOOKSTORES 

Atlanta  •  BaWmot*  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Chartone  •  Cmcmnat  •  Ciearwaier  •  Columbia 
Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Da  /ton  •  Denver  •  Oes  Moines  •  Oetron  e  Elmhurst  e  Harrisburg 
tton  e  Indianapolis  e  Jacksonville  e  Kansas  City  •  Knorviile  •  Lille  Rock  •  Los  Angeles 
Memphis  e  Miami  e  Nashville  {2  stores)  e  North  Caruon  e  Park  Ridge  e  ~ 

Pittsburgh  e  Raleigh  e  Richmond  •  Teanock  e  Tulsa 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  A  Supple¬ 
mentary  European  Mission  Studies 
Packet  for  use  in  churches  has  been 
produced  by  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy,  formed  last  spring  to  stress 
"the  link  between  Christianity  and 
democratic  values.” 

The  packet  has  been  produced  in 
response  to  “politically  slanted  mission 
study  materials  in  Europe”  being  used 
this  year  in  several  denominations,  said 
the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  the  United 
Methodist  evangelist  who  chairs  the 
institute. 

He  was  especially  critical  of  a  book  by 
the  Rev.  James  Will  of  UM-related  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.  Entitled,  “Must  Walls 
Divide?”  the  book  was  published  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Friendship  Press  and  is  being  used  in 
United  Methodist  mission  studies  this 
year. 

According  to  Mr.  Robb,  “Prof.  Will 
provides  a  good  deal  of  favorable  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  Christian  Peace 
Conference,  a  controversial  group  whose 
leaders  recently  signed  a  statement 
justifying  the  Soviet  invasion  of  Af¬ 
ghanistan.  Yet  he  largely  ignores  the 
growing  number  of  courageous  Eastern 
European  religious  activists  who  are 
asserting  their  independence  from  state 
authority.” 

The  institute  chairman  also  accused 
the  Will  book  of  a  “double  standard 


regarding  the  news  media”  when  it 
criticizes  media  forces  "that  interpret 
and  manage”  Western  societies  while 
making  no  reference  to  similar  forces  in 
Eastern  societies. 

Mr.  Robb  maintained  that  de¬ 
nominational  study  materials  like  the 
book  by  Dr.  Will  "provide  no  real 
understanding  of  how  Eastern-bloc 
governments  attempt  to  supress 
religions  within  the  population  while  at 
the  same  time  trying  to  utilize  certain 
religious  institutions  as  instruments  of 
state  propaganda. 

Dr.  Will,  also  a  United  Methodist, 
noted  that  his  book  “is  not  written 
to  be  read  in  Europe.”  He  said  he 
has  made  several  visits  to  the  Soviet 
Union  and  other  Eastern  European 
countries  at  the  invitation  of  church 
groups  and  that  "when  I’m  in  Eastern 
Europe  I  make  my  witness  against  their 
management  of  the  news.” 

He  said  Christians  Associated  for 
Relations  with  Eastern  Europe,  which  he 
chairs,  was  concerned  about  the 
Christian  Peace  Conference  stand  on 
Afghanistan  and  issued  a  statement 
“highly  critical”  of  the  Soviet  invasion. 

While  agreeing  that  “there  are  really 
human-rights  problems  in  the  East," 
Dr.  Will  asserted  that  “it  is  a  very, 
very  grave  error  to  focus  only  on  the 
dissidents”  in  discussing  Eastern 
Europe. 

“I  don’t  want  to  demonize  one  society 


million  new  people  are  to  move  intp 
Colorado  during  the  ’80s  and  his  confer¬ 
ence,  already  financially  strapped,  is 
trying  to  launch  new  congregations  “on  a 
shoestring”  —  in  ethnic  communities,  in 
suburban,  and  inner  city  boom  towns. 

He  wishes  there  was  a  way  the  denomi¬ 
nation  as  a  whole  could  back  initiatives 
in  fast-growing  population  areas. 

Mr.  Martz  said  it  is  ironic  that  denomi¬ 
nations  with  a  congregational-style 
polity  fund  new  churches  on  a  nation¬ 
wide  basis  while  the  UMC  which  claims 
to  be  connectional,  does  it  conference  ->• 
by  —  conference. 

The  development  chairman  said  he 
would  like  to  see  the  National  Division 
“act  as  a  broker  between  conferences  in 
need  of  development  dollars  and  those 
sitting  on  development  funds.”  Further, 
he  said,  new  congregations  will  need 
leverage  with  lending  institutions  when  it 
comes  time  to  build. 

Mr;  Bideaux,  the  nominee,  said  he 
doesn’t  have  a  new  or  radical  platform  to 
propose  for  the  division,  but  he  feels  the 
division  —  and  the  board  as  a  whole  — 
will  want  to  build  strong  relationships 
with  their  local  church  constitutency  and 
“be  in  harmony  with  it.  ’  ’ 

He  told  TM/UMR,  “It’s  been  proven 
the  church  has  to  start  new  congre¬ 
gations.”  Mr.  Bideaux  said  he  will  be 
sensitive  to  the  unchurched  areas  where 
congregational  development  is  needed. 

But,  he  said,  “We  already  have  many 
small  membership  churches  where  the 
action  is.  I’m  committed  to  helping  them 
meet  new  challenges.  While  not  as 
popular  as  new  brick  and  mortar, 
perhaps,  many  of  these  can  be  turned 
around.” 

While  settings  for  local  churches  vary 
greatly,  the  challenges  they  face  are  not 
that  diverse,  he  concluded,  based  upon 
his  own  experience  not  only  at  the  Hinton 
Rural  Life  Center  but  as  a  minister  in 
Rhode  Island  inner  city  churches,  as  a 
district  superintendent  in  Massachusetts 
and  as  a  missionary  in  Costa  Rica . 
Agencies  in  trouble 

Another  area  that  will  require  tough 
financial  management  and  rethinking  of 
the  church’s  ministry  is  that  involving 
the  dozens  of  community  centers,  child 
care  agencies  and  educational  institutions 
in  the  division. 

Lula  Garrett  said  she  is  receiving 
"desperate  calls”  from  child  care 
agencies  and  community  centers  which 
are  suddenly  faced  with  50  percent  or 
larger  budget  cutbacks  due  to  federal 
cuts.  , 

She  said  many  church  agencies  have 
become  “quasi-public  institutions,” 
especially  the  child  care  agencies  and 
community  centers.  Ms.  Garrett 
speculates  that  some  child  care  agencies 
“will  not  be  able  to  survive”  because 
they  have  provided  specialized  services 
paid  for  by  government  programs. 

“There  will  also  be  a  lot  of  turn-over  in 
community  centers,  but  I  think  their 
chances  of  survival  are  better,"  she  said. 
Smaller  staffs,  and  more  generalized 
services  directed  toward  helping  local 
people  determine  their  own  futures  may 
be  expected,  she  said. 

“The  denomination  will  critically  need 
the  National  Division  to  provide  leader¬ 
ship  as  many  of  these  ministries  of  the 
church  which  were  given  over  to  govern¬ 
ment  for  support  now  come  back  to  the 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Sharon  Rader  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  a  conference 
program  staff  member  and  leader  of  the 
North  Central  region’s  urban  network. 

His  background  in  many  mission  areas 
of  the  church  was  cited  by  Freda  Hasler 
of  Olney,  Ill.,  who  headed  the  search 
committee  which  nominated  Mr.  Bideaux. 
“We  just  felt  he  was  the  best  of  the 
bunch!”  she  told  TM/UMR.  She  said  27 
names  were  screened  and  seven  inter¬ 
viewed  for  the  post. 


or  the  other  or  sanctify  one  society  or  the 
other,"  the  seminary  professor  said. 

Mr.  Robb  said  the  supplementary 
materials  offered  by  the  institute  include 
a  critical  review  of  Dr.  Will’s  book,  a 
study  of  religion  in  the  Soviet  Union 
published  by  the  Georgetown  University 
Center  for  Strategic  and  International 
Studies,  the  Christian  Peace  Conference 
statement  on  Afghanistan  with  a 
icriticism  by  the  president  of  the  Asian 
Christian  Peace  Conference,  and  an 
interview  with  “an  Eastern  European 
cleric,  advising  Western  Christians  to  be 
more  outspoken  in  their  criticism  of 
religious  repression  in  the  East.” 

Last  April,  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  accused  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  backing  a 
Marxist-Leninist  revolution  in  El 
Salvador. 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  OPEN:  DCE  with  major  emphasis  on 
Youth  Ministries.  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  890, 
Send  resume,  availability,  salary  and  pertinent  in¬ 
formation  to:  Staff-Parish  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd. 
Ocala,  FL 32670." 


WANTED.  Director  Christian  Education,  900  member 
church,  city  population  10,000,  Houston  area,  photo, 
resume  &  references  required,  contact  Rev  Marvin 
Agnew,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P  O.  Box 
Liberty.  Texas  77575  (  713-336-6401). 


DISCOVER  TODAY’S  EUROPE.  Just  in  time  for 
your  church's  mission  study  of  Europe:  in  October, 
special  issue  of  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  -  mission 
magazine  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Each 
month,  NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  brings  Christian 
perspective  on  a  changing  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
check/money  order  (1  year  $7;  2  years  $13)  to  NEW 
WORLD  OUTLOOK,  Service  Center,  7820  Reading 
Rd.,  Cincinnati,  OH  45237. 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  Christian  worker  for  000- 
member  congregation,  experienced  or  degreed 
Music  abilities  very  helpful.  Excellent  working 
conditions.  Salary  negotiable.  Job  open  June  1,  1982. 
Submit  resume:  Rev  Albert  Merubia,  St  John's 
United  Methodist  Church,  111  Cloudcroft,  San 
Antonio.  TX 78228.  Phone:  (512  )  433-7639. _ 

GROWING  SOUTHWEST  Florida  United  Methodist 

Church  desires  young  ordained  couple  to  serve 
associate  minister  with  education  and  possibly 
music  or  youth  priorities.  Salary  excellent.  Call  <813) 
774-46%. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  First 
UMC.  Blytheville,  Ark..  1.300  members.  Offers 
position  lor  ministry  to  children,  youth  and  adults. 
Excellent  facilities  Salary  $16,000  to  $18,000  and 
negotiable.  Contact  Paul  M.  Bumpers,  ( 501 )  763-3351 


DCE/YOUTH  ADVISOR  position  available.  Fall  61 
at  Oxon  Hill  UMC.  Washington  suburban  community 
with  1,500-member  congregation.  Call  secretary 
(301)  839-1748.  OHUMC,  6400  Livingston  Road,  Oxon 
Hill.  MD  20021  _ 


WANTED:  Education  Director  at  Key  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  Emphasis  on  children  and 
youth  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  901  East 
Houston,  Sherman,  TX  75090.  (214  )  892-9162 


21  Day  "Experience  India"  Tour 


Sponsored  by  Bob  and  Jeanne  Nave, 
former  United  Methodist  missionaries 
to  India. 

Departures  from  New  York:  Jan.  9, 
1982. 


Visit  many  historical  sites  and  beauty 
spots  of  India. 

PLUS 

5  days  off  the  beaten  track  into  the  heart  of 
the  ''real”  India  to  visit  United  Methodist 
Mission  work,  villages,  small-town  life, 
meet  families  and  much  more.  ~ 

For  complete  details  write  or  phone: 

Bob  Nave.  1020  Rae  Dr.  #7. 

Minneapolis,  MN  55423, 

(612  )  869-8459  or  545-0378 
or 

Travel  Connections  Inc.,  (800  )  621-9906 
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Television  Workshop  Slated 
As  First  Step  to  Network 


Approximately  200  ministers  have 
been  selected  to  attend  a  television 
workshop  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  for  what  is  really 
the  first  step  to  what  is  expected  to  be  a 
state-wide  network  for  program,  said  the 
Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Director  of 
Program  for  the  Conference. 

The  workshop  will  be  held  Nov.  2  and  3 
and  the  ministers  were  selected  by  their 
district  superintendents. 

The  workshop  will  give  some  practical 
examples  about  how  a  local  church  can 
benefit  from  the  use  of  television. 

The  new  facilities  of  FMC  Productions 
will  be  the  site  for  the  workshop.  FMC 
Productions  is  a  satellite  network  station 
operated  by  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  and  plans  for 
regular  telecasts  are  set  for  Dec.  20. 

Five  presentations  are  set  for  the 
November  meeting.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  Jr., 
host  pastor,  outlined  the  presentations  in 
a  letter  to  the  ministers. 

The  first  presentation  will  deal  with  the 


philosophy  of  the  use  of  television  in  the 
program  and  mission  of  the  church. 

Extensively  selected  samples  of  all 
types  of  programming  now  being  done  by 
and  used  in  churches  will  be  the  subject 
of  another  presentation. 


level  will  also  be  the  subject  of 
presentations  and  demonstrations. 

The  remaining  presentation  will 
display  and  demonstrate  different  types 
of  equipment  now  available  for  churches 
of  all  sizes  and  budgets,  with  the 


This  will  introduce  the  concept  of  satellite  television 
to  the  leaders  of  the  Conference  so  that  we  all  may 
begin  to  grasp  the  wonderful  possibilities  it  holds 
for  us. 

— Amy  Ward,  President 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries 


“Closed-circuit”  television  will  be  the 
subject  of  presentations  and 
demonstrations  of  its  use  in  education  in 
local  churches.  The  use  of  satellite 
television  at  the  local  church  level,  the 
Conference  level  and  the  national  church 


opportunity  for  questions  and  discussion 
concerning  the  use  of  television  in  all 
areas  of  church  program  and  life. 

A  second  step  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  state-wide  network 


for  program  is  planned  for  January 
during  the  Convocation  of  Boards.  Dr. 
Dykes  and  his  staff  will  move  the 
receiving  equipment  for  the  satellite 
station  to  Baton  Rouge  and  it  will  be  set 
for  a  major  presentation  after  the  dinner 
hour  Friday.  The  entire  television 
segment  will  be  transmitted  from 
Shreveport  via  satellite  to  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Amy  Ward,  president  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  said, 
“This  will  introduce  the  concept  of 
satellite  television  to  the  leaders  of  the 
Conference  so  that  we  all  may  begin  to 
grasp  the  wonderful  possibilities  it  holds 
for  us.” 

When  the  network  has  been 
established,  it  is  expected  that 
continuing  education  programs  for 
ministers,  training  for  church  leaders, 
pastoral  messages  from  the  bishop  and 
inspirational  meetings  for  laity  can  be 
received  by  the  entire  conference 
simultaneously. 


Statistics  — 

Figures  Allow  Deeper  Look 


By  THE  REV.  BYRL  MORELAND 

Statistics  are  always  being  quoted  to  prove  this  and 
that,  and  most  people  will  tell  you  they  are  not  really 
very  important.  Of  course,  any  ardent  figure-juggler 
can  make  a  row  of  percentages  say  just  about  anything 
they  desire.  But  that  does  not  mean  it  is  any  less 
important  that  we  look  at  the  figures  —  if  nothing  else, 
just  to  know  where  we  stand. 

We  have  been  doing  just  that  in  the  Conference 
Office.  The  occasion  for  doing  so  was  prompted  by  a 
study  being  done  through  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  Dr.  Waren  Hartman.  We  thought  they 
might  say  something  to  you. 

There  were  589  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
when  reports  were  turned  in  Jan.  1.  It  is  important  you 
know  310  of  those  churches  (53  percent)  have  less  than 
100  members.  We  do  a  great  deal  of  talking  about  being 
a  conference  of  small  churches,  so  now  you  actually 
see  it  in  black  and  white. 

Before  you  think  negative  things  about  that 


statement  you  should  know  these  churches  have  the 
best  record  for  church  attendance.  In  the  167  churches 
with  fewer  than  50  members,  church  attendance  is  an 
astounding  65  percent;  in  churches  between  51  and  100, 
it  is  56  percent. 

There  is  reason  for  concern,  however,  because  these  1 
churches  lost  97  members  last  year  —  mostly  by  death. 
That  indicates  the  median  age  in  churches  under  100  is 
a  great  deal  higher  than  the  rest  of  the  Conference.  At 
the  same  time,  the  greatest  gain  was  by  Profession  of 
Faith.  Although  the  census  shows  there  is  a  trend 
toward  moving  into  open  country  areas  —  and  that 
trend  is  very  much  in  evidence  in  our  state  —  these 
persons  are  not  being  absorbed  into  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Churches. 

Another  very  interesting  fact  which  showed  in  our 
study  is  there  are  34  churches  which  have 
memberships  of  more  than  751. 

These  churches  represent  about  6  percent  of  the  total 
number  of  churches  in  the  conference,  but  they  have  a 


combined  membership  of  56,172  or  41  percent  of  the 
137,077  United  Methodists  in  the  state.  By  comparison, 
there  are  419  churches  (71  percent  of  the  churches) 
with  fewer  than  200  members  and  those  churches  have 
a  combined  membership  which  represents  only  22 
percent  of  the  conference  total. 

We  also  discovered  the  123  Black  churches  have  a 
total  membership  of  15,186.  These  churches  also  have  a 
very  high  attendance  rate  —  60  percent.  They  have 
some  of  the  same  characteristics  as  the  small  church: 
the  greatest  loss  was  by  death  and  the  greatest  gain  by 
Profession  of  Faith;  but  these  churches  did  gain  74 
members  more  than  they  lost  last  year. 

While  no  combination  of  figures  can  tell  the  whole 
story,  they  do  tell  a  story.  I  remember  the  comment  a 
friend  used  to  make  about  Jesus,  being  a  statistician, 
because  he  knew  one  of  the  sheep  was  missing  and  99 
were  in  the  fold.  At  least  when  we  know  where  we  are  it 
is  a  little  easier  to  plan  what  needs  to  be  done. 


John  Wilson 


Around 

the  Conference 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
UMW  Officer’s  Elected 


AMITE  —  The  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  held  their  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  Oct.  4  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here  with  Mrs.  John  Blackman 
presiding. 

Elected  for  a  two-year  term  were  Lou  Alexander,  president; 
Virgie  Forbes,  Secretary;  Frances  Pigott,  Mission 
Coordinator,  Supportive  Community;  Mary  M.  Kay,  Mission 
Coordinator,  Christian  Social  Involvement  and  Ida  Griffin, 
Mission  Coordinator,  Christian  Personhood. 

Ruth  Shiflet  was  elected  chair  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  and  Barbara  McLean  and  Mary  R.  Montegudo 
were  elected  members  to  the  committee. 

The  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  District  Superintendent  for  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District,  installed  the  new  officers. 

Mrs.  Walter  Brock,  Conference  United  Methodist  Women 
Vice  President,  honored  those  officers  retiring.  They  were 
Betty  Blackman,  president;  Lou  Alexander,  Secretary; 
Barbara  McLean,  Mission  Coordinator,  Supportive 
Community;  Agnes  Titkemeyer,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  and  Sandy  Reed,  member  of  the  committee. 

After  the  business,  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Associate  pastor  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  presented 
his  Clown  Ministry  to  the  103  in  attendance. 


St.  Luke’s  UMC 
Slates  Revival 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  here, 
will  hold  revival  services  Oct.  25, 26  and  27. 

The  services  will  begin  at  7:30  in  the  sanctuary  at  5875  Canal 
Blvd.  with  a  nursery  provided. 

Revival  ’81  Praise  and  Preaching  will  be  highlighted  by  two 
preachers:  the  Rev.  John  Scarf  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin.  Scarf,  pastor  of  the  DeQuincy  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  preach  Oct.  25  and  26.  Bishop  Shamblin  will  deliver 
the  final  message  Oct.  27. 

Music  will  be  led  by  John  Richardson. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  Revival  ’81  to  share  in  the  three  nights 
of  preaching  and  praise. 


Dillard  Alumnus  Returns 


BRIEFS 


With  Architectural  Exhibit 


Architectual  designs  of  John  Louis 
Wilson,  FAIA,  New  York  City,  will  be  on 
exhibit  in  the  Will  W.  Alexander  Library 
at  Dillard  University  Oct.  15-23. 

The  opening  will  be  from  6  to  7: 30  p.m . 

A  highlight  of  Wilson’s  visit  to  his  alma 
mater  was  his  reception  of  the  Dillard 
University  Distinguished  Alumni  Award 
at  the  Annual  Alumni  Banquet  Oct.  16  at 
8  p.m.  in  Kearny  Hall.  The  banquet  was 
one  of  the  Dillard  Founders’  Week 
events. 

Wilson  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1920 
and  a  native  of  Meridian,  Miss. ,  born  Jan 
24, 1900. 

Wilson  taught  mathematics  and 
coached  football  at  Philander  Smith 


College,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  from  1920  to 
1921. 

The  graduate  of  the  Graduate  School  of 
Architecture  and  Planning  of  Columbia 
University,  Wilson  holds  a  bachelor’s 
degree  of  Architecture  in  1928. 

Wilson  has  been  a  practicing  architect 
for  53  years.  In  1972,  he  was  named  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Fellows  by  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects,  an 
honor  reserved  for  those  who  have  made 
“Notable  contributions  to  the 
advancement  of  the  profession  of 
architecture.”  In  1928,  when  he  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Columbia  University  School 
of  Architecture,  he  was  the  second  Black 
architect  to  register  in  New  York.  He 


was  preceded  by  Vertner  Tandy,  a 
Cornell  graduate. 

He  was  co-architect  for  Harlem  River 
House,  the  first  public  housing  project  in 
New  York  City.  He  opened  his  office  in 
1933.  He  also  worked  as  an  architect  for 
the  City  Parks  Department  between  1950 
and  1960. 

Since  that  time,  Wilson  has  designed 
larger  bpildings,  joint  venture 
apartment  houses,  senior  citizens 
housing  and  low  income  housing  in  the 
Bronx  and  Harlem. 

In  1957,  Wilson  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  president  of  the  Council  for  the 
Advancement  of  the  Negro  in 
Architecture,  which  led  to  the 


establishment  of  the  New  York  AIA’s 
Equal  Opportunities  Committee  in  1964. 
He  served  as  chairman  from  1967  to  1970. 
Under  his  leadership,  the  committee 
raised  $75,000  in  six  years  for 
scholarships  for  minorities. 

Wilson  holds  membership  in  the  New 
York  Chapter  of  American  Institute  of 
Architects;  New  York  Society  of 
Architects;  New  York  Association  of 
Architects  ;  Board  of  Directors,  Amistad 
Model  Housing  Development 
Corporation,  New  York,  N.Y.;  the 
National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People;  New 
York  Urban  League  and  Alpha  Phi  Alpha 
Fraternity,  Inc. 


Perkins  Sets  1981  Women’s  Week 


“Men  and  Women:  Our  Ministry  and 
our  Sexuality”  is  the  theme  for  the  1981 
Women’s  Week  to  be  held  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Oct.  20-22. 

According  to  Dr.  Theresa  McConnell, 
pastor  at  Jonesville  United  Methodist 
Church,  “The  conference  will  address 
places  where  the  topics  of  male/female, 
ministry,  and  sexuality  meet  in  worship, 
pastoral  care,  preaching,  staff 


relationships,  college  relationships  and 
in  the  appointment  systems.” 

Two  speakers  are  scheduled  for  the 
event:  Dr,  Penelope  Washbourne  and  the 
Rev.  Susan  Morrison. 

Dr.  Washbourne  is  author  of  Becoming 
a  Woman  and  editor  of  Seasons  of 
Women.  She  is  specialist  in  the  field  of 
philosophy  of  religion.  In  addition  to  her 


lecture,  Washbourne  will  conduct  a 
workshop  and  participate  in  a  panel 
discussion. 

The  Rev.  Morrison  is  a  district 
superintendent  in  the  Baltimore 
Conference  and  is  scheduled  to  present 
two  lectures.  She  will  also  participate  in 
a  “colleague  relationships”  fishbowl. 

A  new  feature  of  the  1981  Women’s 


Week  is  the  formulation  of  case  studies 
which  will  be  presented  to  a  panel  made 
of  the  featured  speakers  and  others.  The 
case  studies,  which  will  be  written 
and/or  compiled  by  the  Women's  Week 
Committee,  will  deal  with  issues  such  as 
competition,  the  appointment  system, 
power  struggles,  touchy  situations  in 
pastoral  care,  visiting,  counseling, 
worship,  etc. 


BATON  ROUGE  —  Dr.  Jesse  Stone  Jr. , 
president  of  Southern  University,  was 
the  Laity  Day  speaker  at  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
Rev.  George  Calvin  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


LAKE  CHARLES  —  Laity  Day  was 
observed  by  members  of  Oak  Park  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Mary  A.  Compton 
was  the  speaker  and  has  been 
Conference  President  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women,  member  of  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  delegations, 
member  of  the  Jurisdictional  Episcopal 
Assignment  Committee,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  a 


member  of  many  important  Conference 
Boards. 

FRANKLIN  —  The  Myrtle  Brumby 
Sunday  School  class  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  provided  a  scholarship 
for  a  child  from  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  to  attend  the  camp  held  recently 
at  Camp  Istrouma  and  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Youth  Team.  The  Rev. 
Millicent  Feske,  pastor  at  Parker  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  camp 
director. 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Dr.  Vela  Cleveland 
was  the  Laity  Day  speaker  at  Jefferson 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Alan 
Einsel  is  the  pastor. 
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A  TM/UMR  Interpretive 

6 TV  Presence  and  Ministry 
response  to  an  urgent  need 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


OCTOBER  23,  1981 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

From  its  inception  in  late  1978,  the 
best-known  feature  of  United 
Methodism’s  proposed  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry  was 
the  goal  of  owning  and  operating  a 
commercial,  network-affiliated 
television  station. 

The  flow  of  profits  from  that  station’s 
operations  would  be  used  to  produce  and 
distribute  nationally  television  pro¬ 
gramming  with  a  distinctive  United 
Methodist  imprint.  Both  the  “presence” 
within  the  television  industry,  and  the 
“ministry”  to  and  through  the  industry, 
were  to  originate  from  one  point  — 
namely,  a  single  TV  station  and  its 
production  facilities  in  a  geographical 
area  where  United  Methodism  is  strong. 

This  part  of  the  program  was  best 
known  because  it  was  tangible  and  easily 
remembered  .  .  .  exciting  .  .  .  different 
and,  consequently,  controversial.  It 
was  also  considered  risky  on  financial, 
technological,  and  theological  grounds 
by  many  persons  within  the  church. 

It  was  those  elements  of  risk,  and  the 
United  Methodists  who  voiced  them, 
which  caused  the  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  steering 
committee  recently  to  back  away  from 
an  ironclad  commitment  to  own  and 
operate  a  commercial  television  station 
(see  TM/UMR,  Sept.  25  and  Oct.  2).  That 
abrupt  change  in  official  policy  came 
less  than  48  hours  before  United 
Methodist  Communications  aired  a 
successful,  hour-long  live  show  from 
Nashville  as  the  public  launch  for  the 
three-year  campaign  to  raise  at  least  $25 
million  for  the  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry. 

Speaking  live  to  an  audience  estimated 
at  6,000  persons  connected  by  satellite  in 


145  locations  across  the  country,  the 
communications  agency’s  president, 
Charles  Cappleman,  surprised  many 
persons  when  he  said  the  monies  raised 
would  not  necessarily  be  used  to  buy  a 
station.  Rather,  he  said,  they  might  be 
invested  in  other  media-related 
interests. 

"The  economy  of  the  broadcast 
industry  and  the  needs  of  the  church  will 
govern  our  decision,”  he  said.  “Sound 
business  judgment  and  good  Christian 
stewardship  will  determine  this  when  the 
funds  become  available.” 

It  is  unfortunate  that  time  did  not 
permit  the  kind  of  advance  notice  that 
would  have  made  that  change  of  strategy 
more  understandable,  and  less  a 
surprise,  to  persons  across  the  church 
who  fervently  support  the  concept  of  a 
United  Methodist  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry.  However,  it  is  a  wise 
decision. 

Industry  a  seething  mass 

The  television  industry  is  one  seething 
mass  of  confusion.  On  the  one  hand  a 
network  affiliate  station  in  Boston  sells 
for  $220  million.  Score  one  for  the  side 
which  contends  that  commerical, 
network-affiliated,  advertiser-financed 
television  is  alive  and  well.  But  on  the 
other  hand  the  profitability  of  owning 
and  operating  such  stations  has  declined 
in  recent  years  relative  to  other  types  of 
investments.  Score  one  for  the  side  which 
advocates  caution  before  buying  any 
specific  television  property. 

Technologically,  television  is 
exploding.  Cable  systems  are  moving 
into  new  locales  as  quickly  as  their 
owners  can  convince  city  councils  to 
grant  franchises  to  them.  In  the 
foreseeable  future,  broadcast  satellites 


Editorial 


Christians  should  try  cooperating 
to  gain  greatest  television  impact 


United  Methodism’s  entry  into  the 
“seething  mass”  of  modern  television 
(see  TM/UMR  Interpretive  on  this  pager 
is  but  one  of  several  pioneering  ventures 
by  Christian  groups  currently  underway. 

For  example,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  recently  announced  plans  to 
lease  time  on  a  communications  satellite 
for  $2.1  million  per  year  as  pa$.of  an 
overall  plan  to  develop  a  national 
network  of  locally-operated  TV  stations 
as  early  as  1983. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  now  in 
the  third  year  of  an  ongoing  National 
Catholic  Communications  Campaign 
which  is  designed  to  utilize  the  mass 
media  so  as  to  “reach  people  with  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  in  a  way  they 
understand.”  This  year,  nearly  $750,000 
has  been  allocated  from  this  fund  for 
television  production  efforts,  along  with 
nearly  $100,000  more  for  the  first  phase  of 
an  effort  to  link  Catholic  dioceses  in  the 
U.S.  together  via  satellite  by  1984. 

We  are  thrilled  by  the  innovative 
character  of  these  ventures  and  others 
which  may  still  be  on  the  drawing  board. 
We  are  also  excited  by  the  potential  for 
serving  the  cause  of  Christ  that  these 
efforts  portend.  At  the  same  time,  we 
consider  it  important  to  remember  that 
mainline  Christian  denomination^}  are 
seriously  entering  the  television  arena 
relatively  late  and  with  relatively 
modest  financial  resources. 

While  a  sum  like  $25  million  sounds  like 
—  and  is  —  a  lot  of  money,  it  will  scarcely 
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reshape  an  industry  where  a  30-second 
commercial  in  national  prime  time  sells 
for  $200,000  and  up.  And  the  hefty  initial 
outlays  projected  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  Baptists  and  Catholics  combined 
will  be  less  than  the  annual  revenues 
produced  by  some  of  the  individual 
“electronic  evangelists”  whose  programs 
are  shown  nationwide. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  appears 
self-evident  that  far  more  Christian 
influence  could  be  exerted  on  the 
television  industry  by  a  united, 
coordinated  witness  than  by  a  whole 
series  of  isolated  denominational  efforts. 

We  are  not  so  naive  as  to  believe  that 
the  Catholics,  Baptists  and  Methodists 
will  be  willing  to  subjugate  their 
separate  forays  into  the  television  arena 
to  any  existing  ecumenical  organization. 
Nor  should  they.  It  would  appear  to  be  a 
minimum  exercise  of  common  sense  and 
Christian  stewardship,  however,  for  the 
leaders  erf  these  various  denominational 
efforts  to  come  together  and  exchange 
information  about  their  individual  goals 
and  plans. 

We  believe  such  discussions  would  at 
least  produce  a  sense  of  overlapping 
purpose,  and  prevent  Christian  groups 
with  complementary  visions  of  how 
television  might  be  used  to  further  God’s 
Kingdom  from  competing  with  one 
another.  Such  discussions  might  very 
well  also  reveal  some  aspects  of  TV 
ministry  which  could  be  accomplished 
more  effectively  through  cooperation 
than  individual  effort. 

Our  impression  is  that  so  far,  leaders 
of  these  three  efforts  have  each  been  so 
busy  trying  to  make  up  for  lost  time  that 
there  has  been  no  opportunity  created  to 
pool  their  knowledge  and  experiences. 
We  hope  that  will  change.  We  believe  it 
should  be  readily  possible(  even  for 
groups  so  diverse  as  the  Baptists,  United 
Methodists  and  Catholics,  to  share  their 
TV-related  goals  and  plans  with  one 
another.  The  common  desire  already 
expressed  by  the  leaders  of  each  of  these 
churches  to  provide  a  Christian  witness 
to,  and  influence  on,  the  television 
industry  is  too  great  for  the  possibility  of 
cooperative  efforts  not  at  least  to  be 
explored  while  each  denomination’s 
efforts  are  still  in  the  formative  stages  of 
development. 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Natrona  Heights,  Penn. 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  590  member- 
families  of  the  Grace  UMC  in  Natrona 
Heights,  Pennsylvania  (Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Natrona 
Heights,  we  say  "Welcome."  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  acroo. 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).” 


‘Link  to  New  Life’  raised  issues 

Singer  Carol  Lawrence,  right  foreground,  lead  joins  the  Bellemeade  UMC  choir 
during  the  Sept.  20  TV  special  to  kick-off  the  »25-million  "TV  Presence  and  Ministry" 
campaign. 
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interpretation  and  action  recently  taken 
in  order  to  maximize  our  church’s 
effectiveness  as  it  moves  into  the 
television  industry.  The  action  taken  is 
not  sufficiently  broad,  though,  in  our 
view,  to  permit  the  investment  of  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry  funds  in 
certificates  of  deposit,  money  market 
funds,  or  other  interests  not  specifically 
related  to  the  broadcast  industry. 

Premise  endorsed 

From  the  beginning,  we  have  endorsed 
the  premise  of  a  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“Presence”  says  to  the  TV  industry 
and  to  United  Methodists  that  we  will  be 
there  —  watching,  monitoring, 
critiquing,  proclaiming,  defending, 
representing  a  vital  force  both  within  and 
outside  the  industry  itself. 

“Ministry”  says  we  intend  to  use 
television  both  to  promote  the  portrayal 
of  Christian  values  in  commerical 
programming  and  for  explicit  outreach 
and  proclamation.  It  will  be  a  genuine 
alternative  both  to  most  religious 
programming  now  on  television  and  to 
the  just-for-profit  secular  programming 
that  is  so  pervasive.  We  expect  to 
conduct  special  ministry  primarily 
through  the  production  and  distribution 
of  a  wide  variety  of  programs  —  all  of 
which  will  be  consistent  with  United 
Methodism’s  Social  and  Theological  Prin¬ 
ciples,  and  some  of  which  will  be  overtly 
and  unapologetically  religious  in  content. 

If  there  is  a  Macedonian  call  in  our 
day,  it  is  for  mainline  Christian  bodies  to 
become  involved  in  the  television  industry. 
We  treasure  the  day  when  United  Meth¬ 
odists  will  present  Hie  kind  of  “presence 
and  ministry”  which  will  let  one  and  all 
know  that  we  are  there,  answering  the  call. 


may  make  it  feasible  to  beam  a  program 
straight  from  a  station  to  a  satellite  and 
back  down  to  an  inexpensive  “dish”  at  a 
person’s  home.  Meanwhile,  manufactur¬ 
ers  are  struggling  for  preeminence  in  the 
consumer  “software”  market  —  one 
extolling  the  virtues  of  videodisc,  another 
the  virtues  of  videotape. 

It  is  into  such  a  seething  mass  that 
United  Methodism  and  other  religious 
bodies  are  stepping  (see  following 
editorial)  and  we  are  arriving  relatively 
late  and  with  only  modest  financial 
resources.  Already  on  the  scene  are 
independent  TV  evangelists  with  their 
stations  and  studios  and  networks  buying 
satellite  time,  and  the  huge  assortment 
of  secular  communications  interests 
whose  chief  interest  is  making  a  profit. 
Permission  granted 

The  1980  General  Conference  gave  the 
denomination’s  communications  agency 
exactly  what  is  asked  for:  Permission  to 
conduct  a  capital  funds  campaign  to 
establish  a  National  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  And,  as  the  telecommunications 
industry  continues  to  explode,  we 
consider  it  obvious  that  such  a  Presence 
and  Ministry  is  more  urgently  needed 
than  ever  before. 

The  principal  strategy  behind  the 
proposal  —  once  the  money  was  raised  — 
was  “to  purchase  and  operate  a  high- 
quality  commerical  (emphasis  in  the 
original)  television  station  ...  ” 
Fortunately,  the  proposal  actually 
presented  to  and  adopted  by  General 
Conference  was  more  flexible.  General 
Conference  voted  that  the  rndhey  would 
be  used  “primarily  to  invest  in  broadcast 
properties  ...”  (emphasis  ours). 

The  phrase  “broadcast  properties” 
permits  the  kind  of  change  in 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


TV  ministry  must  define 
Methodist  uniqueness 


To  the  Editor: 

Now  that  United  Methodism’s 
“National  TV  Presence  and  Ministry”  is 
off  the  ground,  I  believe  care  must  be 
taken  that  the  content  clearly  defines 
that  which  is  uniquely  and  distinctively 
United  Methodist. 

The  “sterile  white  cross”  and  the 
“Nashville  Sound”  described  in 
TM/UMR’s  report  may  reveal  a 
denominational  bent  toward  “Hymn 
time  at  Hee-Haw.”  We  must  clearly 
reject  the  subtle  temptation,  “anything 
TV  evangelists  can  do  we  can  do  better.  ” 
M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Rantoul,  Illinois 

TV  ministry  should  hold 
Christian  faith  as  guide 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  more  than  once  been  gratified 
to  see  the  name  of  our  denomination 
among  the  credits  on  a  social  concerns 
documentary  on  public  television,  I  am 
happy  with  the  conclusion  of  the  General 
Conference  that  United  Methodism 
should  be  contributing  more  sub¬ 
stantially  to  the  religious  “presence” 
in  that  powerful  medium.  Our  TV  debut 
in  the  areas  of  preaching,  education  and 
evangelism  are  long  overdue. 

However,  I  deplore  the  space  race 
mentality  of  United  Methodism  as 
revealed  on  the  "Link  to  a  New  Life” 
program  which  we  viewed  on  September 
20  (see  TM/UMR,  Sept.  25  and  Oct.  2).  I 
do  not  think  our  church  needs  to  buy  a 
television  station  in  order  to  be  effective, 
any  more  than  an  individual  Christian 
needs  to  own  his  own  church  building! 
Our  people  are  called  upon  to  fund  many 
work  areas  in  which  we  truly  are  the 
pioneers.  In  TV  ministry  we  are  not  the 
pioneers.  For  us,  or  any  single 
denomination,  to  plunge  unilaterally  into 
a  TV  effort  such  as  the  one  proposed  is  to 
be  callous  to  the  economic  stress  of  our 
membership,  scornful  of  Christian  unity, 
and  ignorant  of  the  technological 
foundations  of  religious  programming 
already  available.  I  have  long  felt 
exploited  by  the  Madison  Avenue  facade 
of  United  Methodism,  notably  the 
Publishing  House;  and  now  this. 

I  would  prefer  to  see  us  do  one  of  two 
things:  (1)  pool  our  resources  with  those 
of  other  major  denominations  to 
purchase  a  station,  a  move  which  would 
enable  all  to  maintain  high  Christian 
standards  of  programming  twenty-four 
hours  a  day  right  from  the  beginning  or 
(2)  put  $25  million  into  the  production  of  a 
single  sterling  silver  series  to  be  aired  on 
either  public  or  commercial  television  or 
on  the  Christian  Broadcasting  Network. 

Let’s  forget  this  display  of 


denominational  bravado,  tacitly  based 
on  our  alarm  at  the  inroads  of 
conservatism  into  our  membership.  In 
this  one  area  we  should  be  willing  to 
humble  ourselves  as  part  of  the  body  of 
Christ  without  seeking  any  direct  returns 
to  United  Methodism,  whether  in  income, 
membership  or  glory.  Let’s  consider: 

•  quality  versus  quantity  in  TV 
programming; 

•  cooperation  versus  competition  in 
Christian  witnessing; 

•  clarity  versus  cover-up  in  our 
declaration  of  the  Gospel ;  and  be  content 
with  just  a  credit  line. 

John  S.  Leland 

East  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts 

Funds  would  feed  many 

To  the  Editor: 

Relative  to  our  church’s  proposed 
campaign  to  raise  $25  million  for  a 
national  TV  ministry,  I  believe  our  first 
priority  is  “Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  his  righteousness.”  Although  Jesus’ 
last  command  was  to  spread  the  Gospel 
to  all  the  world,  I  believe  God’s  top 
priority  for  us  today  is  ministering  to  the 
estimated  14,000  people  who  are  dying 
every  day  from  starvation. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  already  have 
quite  a  few  good  religious  programs  on 
TV.  The  $25  million  to  be  raised  for  the 
National  United  Methodist  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  could  feed  quite  a 
few  people. 

Clovis,  New  Mexico 


‘Humanistic  terms’ 
only  serve  to  confuse 

To  the  Editor. 

While  Bishop  James  Armstrong  is 
telling  his  pastors  how  to  make  decisions 
about  the  social  issues  as  reported  in 
your  Oct.  9  issue,  why  doesn’t  he  use  the 
Bible  for  his  reference?  How  will  the 
young  people  in  their  congregations 
separate  right  from  wrong  in  these 
churches  that  are  responsible  for  teaching 
God’s  commandments?  His  humanistic 
terms  such  as  “sexual  preference”  and 
“unacceptable  pregnancies,”  etc.,  only 
serve  to  confuse  the  present  day  issues. 
Homosexuality  is  a  sin,  so  why  not  say 
so?  Abortion  is  the  killing  of  human  life, 
so  why  not  say  so?,  etc.,  etc.? 

Rather  than  attacking  Jerry  Falwell 
for  preaching  what  the  Bible  says,  his 
courage  for  clearly  separating  the  good 
from  the  bad  should  be  appreciated  by 
every  Christian,  especially  parents,  who 
wants  morality  and  decency  to  return  to 
this  country. 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Wells 

Grandview,  Texas 


‘National  Presence  and 
Ministry9 debut:  a  dissent 


By  GENE  L.  DAVENPORT 

Articles  in  the  Sept.  25  and  Oct.  2  issues 
of  the  Reporter  reported  widespread 
approval  of  United  Methodism’s  Sept.  20 
debut  into  a  “National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry."  I  would  like  to 
register  a  dissent. 

Such  a  venture  will  be  subject  to,  and 
dependent  upon,  the  same  value  system 
by  which  every  secular  broadcasting 
venture  evaluates  itself.  Even  a  good 
quality  program  like  “Insight"  has 
endured  over  the  years  because  stations 
that  run  it  are  forced  by  law  to  provide  a 
certain  amount  of  “public  service”  time. 
The  fate  of  Methodism’s  youth  and  adult 
curriculum  materials  in  the  1960’s  and 
the  reduction  in  quality  through  space 
and  color  limitations  in  the  1970’s 
indicate  what  we  do  when  there  is 
negative  response  to  good  quality  efforts 
in  communicating  the  gospel  through 
techniques  of  the  mass  media.  If  we  gear 
our  printed  productions  to  what  will 
attract  subscribers,  why  doubt  that  we 
will  gear  filmed  and  taped  productions  to 
what  will  attract  viewers? 

Excepting  for  two  or  three  very  brief 
spots  on  the  September  20  program, 
there  was  no  difference  between  the 
content  of  the  program  and  what  can  be 
seen  regularly  on  the  PTL  Club  or  over 
one  of  several  programs  on  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network. 

When  I  raised  this  particular  criticism 
at  the  local  gathering  for  the  broadcast, 
one  of  our  conference  leaders  replied 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  things  we  can  learn 
from  the  PTL  Club  and  that  they’re 
getting  their  share  of  the  money  and  we 
need  to  get  ours.  This  exchange  simply 
highlighted  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
basic  motivation  for  the  venture  —  to 
compete  with  the  Pentecostal  presence 
in  television  and  to  combat  the  Moral 
Majority-type  presence  there.  We  speak 
of  it  as  an  “alternative,”  but  that  is 
simply  bureaucratic  jargon  for 
competition,  and  as  such,  is  hypocrisy. 
Here  again,  however,  if  we  are  going  to 
compete  with  the  groups  now  active  in 
television,  we  will  of  necessity  have  to  do 
so  on  their  terms,  and  in  so  doing  we  will 
become  like  them.  (And  here  I  think  that 
we  should  be  careful  not  to  overdo  our 
criticism  of  programs  such  as  PTL  Club 
—  now  called  the  Jim  Bakker  Show  —  but 
should  recognize  that  the  Pentecostal 
tradition  they  represent  is  a  part  of  our 
common  heritage  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 
We  must  be  careful  that  our  resistance  to 
forsaking  the  Methodist  heritage  for  a 
Pentecostal  one  not  be  or  become  a 
condemnation  of  that  tradition  itself. 
Those  of  the  Pentecostal  tradition  must 
make  their  own  evaluation  of 
programming  by  their  fellowship. 
‘Ratings’  may  change  tradition 

Two  things  indicate  the  inevitability  of 
our  changing  our  tradition  for  the  sake  of 
ratings.  One  is  the  music  content  of  the 
September  20  program.  The  songs  by  the 
female  and  the  male  soloists  were  typical 
of  the  mush  now  saturating  the  airwaves 
in  the  guise  of  contemporaneity.  How  is 
that  an  alternative?  Even  if  this  music 
were  used,  there  might  have  been  at 
least  one  or  two  productions  of  some  of 
the  great  hymns  of  the  church  in  the  type 
of  arrangements  used  by  the  Robert 
Shaw  Chorale,  the  Roger  Wagner 
Chorus,  or  the  Mormon  Tabernacle 
Choir.  This  would  have  combined  depth 
and  quality  and  would  have  been  a  style 
that  has  been  shown  to  attract  hearers 
from  among  the  unchurched  as  well  as 
from  among  church  members.  The  sexist 
language  of  one  of  the  female  singer’s 
songs  would  have  turned  off  some  of  the 
very  people  we  say  we  are  attempting  to 
reach. 

I  also  wonder  where  the  social 
dimension  of  the  gospel  was.  Everything 
was  geared  to  an  intense  individualism. 
Such  a  self-centered  approach  to  the 
gospel  is  simply  a  pious  counterpart  to 
the  concerns  of  the  “me  generation.”  In 
one  of  the  two  or  three  potentially  good 
segments  an  elderly  woman  named 
Minnie  longed,  in  heart-rending  words, 


Mr.  Davenport 
for  someone  to  enter  her  life  in  an 
intimate,  caring  way.  Her  lonely  cry  that 
nobody  calls  her  Minnie  any  more  was 
followed  immediately-  by  the 
proclamation  that  it  is  because  of  people 
like  Minnie  that  Methodism  is  setting 
forth  on  this  venture.  In  other  words, 
Minnie  needs  intimacy,  so  we  send  a 
television  program  her  way !  ? !  Perhaps 
the  response  will  be  that  this  was  not  the 
intention,  but  if  the  Sept.  20  broadcast 
represents  a  sample  of  what  we’re 
contemplating,  I  accept  what  I  saw  and 
heard  as  what  we  have  in  mind. 

Another  potentially  good  moment  was 
the  clip  from  “Insight,”  but  what  was  the 
clip  supposed  to  represent?  Are  we  going 
to  imitate  “Insight?”  Are  we  going  to 
begin  underwriting  it?  I  suspect  that  it 
was  used  to  say  that  this  is  the  kind  of 
thing  we’re  contemplating.  Our  record  at 
TV  drama,  however,  limited  as  it  is,  is 
not  encouraging  on  this  score. 

Programs  are  changing 

It  is  ironic  that  just  as  United 
Methodism  begins  this  venture,  the 
Christian  Broadcasting  Network  has 
begun  its  fall  season  by  introducing  a 
radically  revised  format  of 
programming.  The  day  now  begins  with 
a  program  copied  after  the  Today  Show 
and  Good  Morning  America,  and 
continues  with  everything  from  soap 
opera  to  Wall  Street  reports  to  old 
Hollywood  movies  (described  as  “great 
screen  romances”),  and  —  on  the  week¬ 
end  —  broadcasts  college  football  games. 
The  700  Club,  which  is  rebroadcast 
several  times  a  day,  now  has  a  format 
frequently  no  different  from  most 
secular  talk  shows.  CBN  learned  the 
ratings  game  very  quickly,  and  so  will 
any  other  group  that  considers  a 
“television  presence.” 

If  the  persons  who  wrote  the  script  for 
the  Sept.  20  program  speak  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  understanding  of 
television,  we  have  learned  nothing  from 
Marshall  McLuhan.  Carol  Lawrence 
assured  us  that  television  is  neither  good 
nor  bad  —  “it  just  is.”  The  drastic 
change  in  our  social  patterns,  the  effect 
upon  our  learning  patterns,  and  the  im¬ 
pact  upon  what  people  have  come  to 
expect,  an  education  experience  to  be 
cause  such  an  assertion  to  leave  one 
flabbergasted  by  its  naivete.  If  we  are 
planning  to  put  $25  million  into  the  hands 
of  people  who  don’t  understand  television 
any  better  than  that,  we  are  in  real 
trouble. 

Finally,  it  was  revealed  that  several 
options  are  under  consideration  as  to 
what  to  do  with  the  $25  million.  One  option 
is  to  invest  it  and  use  the  income  for 
production  purposes.  B^t  in  what  would 
it  be  invested?  At  our  afihual  conference 
this  summer,  a  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions  was  challenged  on  the 
board’s  investments  in  weaponry 
companies.  The  reply  was  that  we  must 
recognize  that  we  are  living  in  the  real 
world.  How  can  we  be  certain  that  we 
will  not  be  investing  our  money  in 
weapons  that  will  blow  people  off  the 
earth,  all  in  the  name  of  love? 

Jesus  warned  on  one  occasion  that  his 
disciples  must  be  wise  as  serpents  and 
innocent  as  doves.  Frequently,  we  United 
Methodists  seem  to  have  confused  the 
charge.  We  appear  to  be  only  as  wise  as 
doves  and  only  as  innocent  as  serpents. 

If  we  are  prepared  to  raise  $25  million, 
we  would  do  better  to  use  it  to  help  pick 
up  the  slack  in  some  of  the  social 
programs  where  current  government 
policies  are  going  to  leave  poor  and 
handicapped  persons  in  need  of  every 
penny  the  people  of  God  can  raise  or 
provide. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  weeks  contributor,  the  Rev.  Gene 
L.  Davenport,  is  a  professor  at  Lambuth 
College  in  Jackson,  Tennessee  (Memphis 
Conference). 


THE  12 

BLACK 
COLLEGES 

PROVIDE 
EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Throughout  our  history  The 
United  Methodist  Church  —  and 
its  predecessor  churches  —  has 
provided  opportunities  for 
college  and  university  education. 

For  more  than  100  years  the 
Black  colleges  of  our 
denomination  have  provided  a 
significant  portion  of  that 
opportunity. 

The  12  Black  colleges  of  United  Methodism  offer  — 

□  Superior  academic  instruction 

□  Unique  experiences  of  ethnic  leadership 

□  Specialized  programs  in  mass  communications  and 
fine  arts 

□  Extensive  possibilities  for  personal  growth 

□  Stimulation  of  intellectual  and  social  development  within 
a  caring  community. 

The  12  Black  colleges  of  United  Methodism  offer  12  avenues 
to  excellence  in  higher  education. 

Support  the  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 


B1NNETT 
MORRISTOWN 
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Church  school  to  be  catalyst 

Discipleship  board  identifies  vehicle  for  UM  growth 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Revitalizing  existing 
church  school  programs  and  starting 
new  ones  are  seen  as  the  catalysts  for 
increasing  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  and  stewardship  by  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

At  its  annual  meeting  here  last  week 
each  section  of  the  board  presented  plans 
for  addressing  the  denomination’s 
membership  decline  —  plans  which 
consistently  focused  on  renovating  the 

Evangelism 

strategies 

emphasized 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Evangelism 
staff  members  or  their  representatives 
from  all  73  annual  conferences  and  a 
group  of  28  new  evangelism  “associates” 
met  here  late  last  month  for  separate 
training  events  led  by  Lyle  Schaller,  a 
leading  church  consultant  on  the  staff  of 
the  Yokefellow  Institute,  Naperville,  Ill. 

A  major  emphasis  of  the  staff  training 
event  was  on  annual  conference 
evangelism  strategies.  New  church 
extension  was  stressed  as  an  important, 
but  often  ignored,  component  of  those 
strategies. 

According  to  Dr.  Schaller,  the  former 
Methodist  Church  averaged  400  new 
churches  a  year  between  1800  and  1925, 
all  of  which  lasted  at  least  10  years  and 
most  which  lasted  100  years.  At  the  peak 
of  that  period,  he  said,  the  church  started 
as  many  as  two  churches  a  day. 

“I  would  like  to  see  us  start  600  or  700 
new  churches  a  year,  200  of  them  ethnic 
minority,”  he  told  annual  conference 
evangelism  leaders  earlier  this  month. 
Expressing  concern  at  the  low  number  of 
new  churches  in  United  Methodism,  he 
said,  “We  have  never  been  as  rich  a 
church  as  we  are  today;  we’ve  never  had 
a  range  of  opportunities  as  we  have  today  ; 
there  are  few  places  closed  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today;  and,  there  is 
greater  openness  today  than  ever  before.” 


church  school. 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  chief  of  the 
board  which  provides  resources  to  local 
churches,  said  that  the  agency  will  con¬ 
centrate  not  only  on  Sunday  school  but  on 
weekday  church  schools  and  Bible  study 
as  well. 

He  suggested  that  by  giving  a  shot  in 
the  arm  to  the  church  school  and  by 
starting  new,  independent  church 
schools,  the  denomination’s  overall 
decline  in  membership  could  be  reversed 
and  new  churches  could  be  launched. 

Every  section  emphasized  the  need  for 
equipping  conference  and  local  church 
staffs  so  that  there  would  be  a  more 
uniform,  concise  and  valuable  set  of 
resources  and  programs  available  to 
every  local  church. 

Along  with  the  increased  emphasis  on 
church  schools,  Dr.  Jones  reminded  the 
entire  board  of  the  1980  General 
Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  priority,  saying,  “We  as  a  board 
are  going  to  create  curriculum  for  people 
in  this  nation  no  matter  what  language 
they  speak.  We  will  consider  everything 
we  do  in  terms  of  ‘what  language(s)  does 
it  need  to  be  prepared  in’  or  ‘what 
culture(s)  should  it  be  geared  to?” 
Family  education  boosted 

Family  education  is  another  new  facet 
being  pushed  by  the  board.  Plans  for  the 
1982  introduction  of  materials  dealing 
with  “creative  intimacy”  and  “parent¬ 
ing  for  peace  and  justice,”  were 
presented.  Through  these,  the  education 
section  said,  family  members  can  study 
their  own  values  and  relationships  and 
roles  in  shaping  society. 

A  “master  plan”  for  evangelism  was 
approved  by  the  section  on  evangelism 
which  includes  research  in  all  73  annual 
conferences  and  compilation  of  a  data 
which  will  document  both  the  apparent 
barriers  to  growth  in  various 
conferences  as  well  as  the  programs  and 
situations  which  breed  healthy 
congregations. 

“Because  of  geography  and  the 
pluralistic  face  of  our  church,  we  are  no 
longer  one  denomination  but  a  federation 
of  73,”  £aid  the  Rev.  George  Hunter  III, 
who  is  the  top  executive  in  evangelism. 


“Every  annual  conference  has  become 
a  somewhat  separate  (and  different) 
entity  with  its  own  procedures,  jargon 
and  way  of  doing  things,”  he  said 
“Evangelism  efforts  and  strides  in 
growth  vary  according  to  the  kinds  of 
people  and  the  given  area. ” 

Dr.  Hunter  said  the  “master  plan”  will 
allow  conferences  to  adopt  all  or  part  of 
denomination-wide  strategy  as  it  applies 
to  them.  He  said  “the  general  church 
perspective  is  still  vital  in  giving  the 
conferences  an  overall  view.” 
Stewardship  plans  revealed 

Dr.  Jones  said  three  sections  of  the 
board  —  evangelism,  family  life  and 
stewardship  —  have  obtained  permission 
to  solicit  World  Service  specials.  Other 
such  channels  need  to  be  explored,  he  said. 

The  board’s  own  section  on  steward¬ 
ship  unveiled  plans  to  broaden  individual 
church  members’  views  of  their 
obligations  to  the  church,  including 
attendance,  participation  and  tithing. 

The  Rev.  George  Martin  of  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  presented  a  “working 
document”  to  the  board  which  will  also 
be  sent  to  the  general  councils  of  the 
denomination,  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
Council  on  Ministries  and  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Some  of  the  recommendations  are 
familiar.  But  Mr.  Martin  said,  “Some  of 
us  feel  we’ve  heard  some  of  these  same 
concerns  before.  Like  a  worn-out  record, 
it  needs  to  be  played  again  because  we 
haven’t  done  all  we  could.” 

Some  of  the  measures  presented 
included  increasing  the  percentage  of 
individual  tithing,  followup  calls,  visits 
to  individuals  absent  from  worship, 
church  school  or  other  events,  emphasis 
on  service  to  the  church  and  helping 
children  and  youth  develop  “faithfulness 
and  generous  habits.”  Providing 
resources  to  local  congregations  on 
estate  planning  and  wills  was  also 
advised. 

In  the  area  of  lay  ministries,  board 
members  Marvin  McReynolds  of 
Woodston,  Kan.,  stressed  the 
development  and  training  of  lay 
speakers  to  help  laity  “discover  their 
shared  ministry  with  the  clergy.” 


Gospel  play 
puts  Jesus 

in  Georgia 

By  TRACY  EARLY 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

NEW  YORK  —  Starting  with  the 
angels  singing  at  the  birth  of  Jesus  — 
“Somethin’s  brewin’  in  Gainesville” 
—  the  new  musical  “Cotton  Patch 
Gospel”  tells  the  story  of  Jesus  as  if  it 
were  happening  in  20th  century 
Georgia. 

As  the  musical  “Godspell” 
presented  Jesus  in  the  idiom  of  clowns 
and  flower-children,  “Cotton  Patch 
Gospel”  has  angels  who  look  and 
sound  like  a  country  western  band. 

“Man  does  not  live  by  grits  alone,” 
Jesus  says,  resisting  temptation. 
Later  he  delivers  a  sermon  at  Stone 
Mountain.  And  when  the  Back  to  the 
Bible  Convention  comes  around,  he 
heads  for  Atlanta  and  an  eventual 
lynching. 

“Cotton  Patch  Gospel,”  based  on  a 
concept  of  the  late  Rev.  Clarence 
Jordan,  opened  this  week  at  the 
Lamb’s  Theater  in  Times  Square, 
where  the  Manhattan  Nazarene 
Church  conducts  both  arts  and  social 
service  ministries. 

Tom  Key,  31,  a  Birmingham  native 
and  University  of  Tennessee 
graduate,  is  making  his  New  York 
debut  in  what  is  essentially  a  one-man 
show,  though  the  “Cotton  Pickers” 
band  comes  in  every  few  minutes. 

He  presents  himself  first  as  the  tax 
collector  Matthew,  and  then  takes  on 
other  roles  as  the  story  moves  along. 

Mr.  Key  says  he  was  originally 
inspired  to  do  the  show  by  the  English 
actor  Alex  McCowen’s  recitation  and 
acting  out  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark. 

“It  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be 
appropriate  to  do  the  story  of  Jesus 
with  a  ‘down-home’  approach,”  he 
recalls  in  an  interview.  “A  minister  I 
was  staying  with  told  me  about 
Jordan’s  ‘Cotton  Patch’  gospels.” 

Dr.  Jordan  was  a  Baptist  minister 
with  a  doctorate  in  New  Testament 
Greek.  In  1942  he  established 
Koinonia  Farm  in  Sumter  County, 
Ga.,  President  Carter’s  home  county. 


“Cotton  Patch  Gospel,”  a  new  musical  by  Tom  Key  and  Russell  Treyz  based  on 
books  by  the  late  Rev.  Clarence  Jordan,  tells  the  Gospel  story  in  a  Southern 
accent,  just  opened  in  New  York.  Above,  performers  Pete  Corum,  Michael  Mark. 
Tom  Key.  and  Scott  Ainslie.  religious  news  service  photo 


and  kept  it  going  on  a  communal, 
interracial  basis  despite  violent  local 
hostility  and  excommunication  from 
his  local  Southern  Baptist  Church. 

To  help  people  see  the  Gospels  more 
clearly,  he  began  translating  the  New 
Testament  into  local  speech.  He 
completed  several  books  and  was 
working  on  John  when  he  died  in  1969. 

"I  did  ‘Cotton  Patch  Gospel’  the 
first  time  in  February  1980,  in  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,”  Mr.  Key  said.  “There 
was  no  music,  and  about  75  percent  of 
the  script  was  taken  directly  from 
Jordan.” 

That  summer  he  connected  with 
theater  director  and  writer  Russell 
Treyz  and  together  they  worked  the 
material  into  a  theatrical  piece.  Some 
months  later,  the  songwriter  Harry 
Chapin  became  interested  in  the 
project  and  wrote  16  new  country  & 
western-flavored  songs. 

Mr.  Chapin,  an  Episcopalian  from 
Brooklyn,  liked  Jordan’s  way  of 


relating  the  Gospels  to  world  needs. 
Shortly  after  completing  the  songs,  he 
was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
last  July.  The  music  in  “Cotton  Patch 
Gospel”  represents  his  last  completed 
works. 

Mr.  Key  defends  the  theological 
validity  of  his  work  as  a  portrayal  of 
Jesus  in  both  his  humanity  and  his 
divinity. 

The  “grits”  style  may  alienate 
some  audiences,  who  could  find  it 
corny,  and  wince  to  hear  Jesus  in  the 
agony  of  Gethsemane  yell  out  “O, 
Daddy!”  Some  may  also  find  the 
humor  turning  deep  moments  into 
jokes,  as  when  Jesus  greets  his 
disciples  after  the  resurrection  with  a 
big,  smiling  “Howdy.” 

People  prepared  to  accept  the  con¬ 
cept,  however,  will  probably  enjoy  it. 
“I  was  really  turned  on,”  said  the  Rev. 
Charles  Keller  of  First  UMC  in  Han¬ 
over,  Pa.  "Teenagers,  especially,  will 
go  for  it.” 


UM  endorsed  event  seemed  controlled  by  pro-Soviets 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 


NEW  YORK  —  I  climbed  from  the 
subway  tunnel  onto  sun-drenched 
Broadway  Avenue  and  into  a  dimly  lit, 
dingy  auditorium  at  Columbia 
.  •  University.  It  was  Sunday  morning. 

Several  hundred  people  inside  were 
cheering  a  harangue  against  “U.S. 
imperialism.” 

Several  United  Methodist  general 
agencies  had  joined  with  a  wide  variety 
of  groups  to  sponsor  this  conference.  It 
was  billed  as  a  national  mobilizing  event 
“to  combat  current  U.S.  policy  trends” 
in  relation  to  Southern  Africa. 

I  was  assigned  because  the  situation  in 
Southern  Africa  is  an  important  issue  for 
United  Methodist  Christians  and  because 
so  many  United  Methodist  officials  and 
bishops  had  their  names  on  the 
’  promotional  literature. 

But  it  soon  became  obvious  that  there 
weren’t  any  United  Methodists  in 
positions  of  leadership  here : 

The  former  Marxist-Leninist  prime 
minister  of  Guyana  finished  a  speech 
extolling  recent  Marxist  victories  around 
the  world  and  celebrating  U.S.  defeats.  A 
thundering  ovation  followed  with  the 
people  on  stage  embracing  and  kissing 
the  speaker. 

Another  standing  ovation  ensued  when 
the  moderator  of  the  three-day 
conference  introduced  a  man  from  a 
“tiny  island  which  refused  to  be 
intimidated  or  frightened  by  U.S. 
imperialism.  They  have  said  to  the  terror 
of  this  planet  (the  U.S. ),  ‘Go  to  hell!’  ” 

“Comrade  Unison  Whiteman,” 


minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  new 
coup-created  government  of  Granada, 
moved  to  the  microphone:  “I  bring  you 
warm  and  fraternal  revolutionary 
greetings.” 

Speakers  repeatedly  referred  to  the 
conference  as  a  broad-based  effort  of 
religious,  community,  labor  and 
international  groups.  But  all  I  heard 
seemed  to  be  people  from  the 
international  groups. 

Finally,  the  Rev.  Buster  Soraes  from  a 
Harlem  church  was  introduced  amid 
polite  applause. 

“One  of  the  haunting  questions  in 
conferences  like  this,”  he  said,  “is, 
‘Where  is  the  black  church?’  ”  He 
answered  his  question  by  pointing  out 
that  “the  institutional  church  is  in 
session  around  the  nation  right  now.”  He 
stated  that  Christians  tend  to  be  more 
concerned  about  escaping  hell  after 
death  than  doing  something  about  hell 
during  life. 

The  audience  was  warming  up  fast  to 
the  preacher. 

“What  you  are  doing  IS  the  church,”  he 
proclaimed.  "I  commend  you  for  taking 
the  church  from  pew  and  pulpit  to  the 
problems  of  the  world.” 

He  got  a  standing  ovation. 

The  World  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  gave 
$4,000  to  this  “Conference  in  Solidarity 
with  the  Liberation  Struggles  of  the 
Peoples  of  Southern  Africa”  that  drew 
1,200-1,500  participants. 

A  staff  person  from  the  Women’s 
Division  of  Global  Ministries  “related  to 
the  conference  practically  full  time  for 


months,”  according  to  her  superior. 

The  Women’s  Division  and  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
provided  office  space  in  their  building 
across  the  street  from  the  United 
Nations.  Phone  calls  and  mail  were 
directed  to  that  office. 

That  is  why  nearly  every  piece  of 
literature  connected  to  the  conference 
had  at  the  top:  "c/o  United  Methodist 
Office  for  the  UN.” 

But  now  it  was  the  final  day  of  the  Oct. 
9-11  conference  when  resolutions  would 


be  passed  and  policy  set  —printed  and 
mailed  out  on  stationery  carrying  a 
United  Methodist  address  on  its 
letterhead  —  and  United  Methodists 
weren’t  visible. 

Lennox  S.  Hinds,  the  moderator,  was 
firmly  in  control.  He  is  the 
representative  to  ^  the  UN  from  the 
International  Association  of  Democratic 
Lawyers  (IADL). 

I’d  never  heard  of  the  IADL  before,  but 
this  is  what  I  was  told  when  I  called  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives: 

The  Central  Intelligence  Agency  under 
the  Carter  administration  published  an 
unclassified  report  for  the  U.S.  House 
Permanent  Select  Committee  on 
Intelligence  in  1978.  It  identified  the 
IADL  (based  in  Belgium)  as  “one  of  the 
most  useful  Communist  front 
organizations  at  the  service  of  the  Soviet 
Communist  Party.” 

Mr.  Hinds  also  was  the  chairman  of  the 
steering  committee  that  planned  this 
conference. 

The  business  session  wasn’t  the  most 
democratic  exercise  I’ve  encountered.  A 
motion  usually  was  read  from  the  stage 
and  quickly  seconded  by  several  in  the 
audience.  Someone  in  the  rear  of  the 
auditorium  immediately  would  shout  the 
parliamentary  term,  “Question,”  and 
then  Mr.  Hinds  would  say,  “The  question 
has  been  called.  All  in  favor.  All  against. 
The  motion  passes.”  More  than  once, 
several  people  were  left  waving  their 
hands  to  offer  debate  or  amendments. 

The  parliamentarian  ruled  that 
amendments  were  out  of  order.  Later, 
however,  Mr.  Hinds  said  additions  would 
be  considered  by  the  steering  committee 
if  they  were  consistent  with  the  tone  of 
the  rest  of  the  documents. 

“You  have  produced  a  national 
program  of  action,”  Mr.  Hinds  said.  He 
then  moved  that  the  conference  steering 
committee  become  a  permanent 
committee  to  act  for  the  “broad-based” 
conference  and  to  implement  the 
program.  There  was  no  nomination  from 
the  floor  nor  were  the  names  of  the 
committee  read.  The  audience  quickly 
approved  the  motion. 

Thirty-one  persons  were  on  the 
steering  committee  according  to  a  list 
given  me  by  a  conference  worker.  Only 
one  represented  a  religious  organization 
—  Melba  Smith,  resource  coordinator  on 
Africa  for  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Division.  Almost  half  were  connected  to 
at  least  one  of  these  four  groups : 

•  The  International  Association  of 
Democratic  Lawyers,  or  organizations 
identified  by  themselves  or  the  U.S. 
government  as  affiliates  of  the  IADL. 

•  The  U.S.  Peace  Council.  According  to 
a  report  last  year  by  Newscope,  United 


Methodist  agencies  were  not 
participating  in  coalitions  with  the  U.S. 
Peace  Council  because  its  views  had 
been  consistently  pro-Soviet. 

•  South  West  Africa  People’s 
Organization  (SWAPO).  Its  army  is 
fighting  South  Africa  for  control  of 
Namibia. 

•  African  National  Congress  (ANC) 
which  is  an  old  movement  for  black 
majority  rule  in  South  Africa. 

According  to  some  U.S.  government 
sources,  ANC  and  SWAPO  are  funded, 


armed,  trained  and  controlled  by  the 
Soviet  Communist  Party.  I  heard  a 
different  interpretation  from  Pat 
Chastka,  staff  person  on  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  for  Sen. 
John  Glenn,  D-Ohio. 

She  said:  "True,  many  revolutionaries 
receive  arms  and  training  from  the 
Soviets.  They  look  around  for  who  will 
help  them.  That  doesn’t  mean  they  are 
Soviet-controlled.  Mugabe  in  Zimbabwe 
has  proven  that  Soviet  backing  doesn’t 
create  a  Soviet  puppet.” 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

How  do  United  Methodist  agencies 
come  to  get  involved  in  something  like 
the  Oct.  9-11  conference  on  Southern 
Africa  (see  above  story)? 

When  TM/UMR  posed  the  question  to 
United  Methodists  who  contributed  to  the 
decision  to  participate  —  and  whose 
names  were  printed  on  conference 
literature  —  most  had  to  rely  solely  on 
TM/UMR  for  information  about  what 
happened  at  the  conference. 

Few  of  them  had  even  attended  the 
conference.  Almost  none  stayed  through 
the  final  session.  Their  reactions  to 
TM/UMR’s  report  ranged  from  surprise 
and  displeasure  to  general  approval. 

“We  get  involved  in  these  because  we 
think  it  is  important  to  provide  Christian 
input  where  we  can,”  said  Else  M. 
Adjali,  supervisor  of  Melba  Smith  who 
was  the  only  representative  of  a  religious 
group  on  the  31 -member  conference 
planning  committee. 

“We  know  darn  well  that  in  any 
coalition  there’s  the  danger  that  one 
ideology  will  dominate,”  said  Ms.  Adjali, 
an  executive  secretary  in  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  "But  from  reading  the 
results  from  the  conference,  there  was 
less  rhetoric  than  could  have  been 
expected  —  considering  some  of  the 
things  the  U.S.  government  has  done 
lately  in  supporting  the  apartheid 
government  of  South  Africa. 

“It  looks  like  we  (United  Methodists) 
won.  I  think  our  influence  was  felt.” 

Asked  to  identify  conference 
recommendations  that  showed  the 
unique  influence  of  Christians  having 
been  involved,  Ms.  Adjali  said:  “Often 
we  don’t  know  what  we  bring  into  these 
coalitions  that  is  uniquely  religious. 
We’re  struggling  with  that.  We  need  to 
find  where  faith  has  something  special  to 
offer.  But  we  have  difficulty  expressing 
that  and  putting  it  on  paper. " 


Two  members  of  the  conference 
steering  committee  —  Carl  Bloice  of  the 
U.S.  Peace  Council  and  Charlene 
Mitchell  of  the  National  Alliance  Against 
Racist  and  Political  Repression  —  are 
“quite  well-known  as  members  of  the 
central  committee  of  the  Communist 
Party  U.S. A.,”  according  to  Herbert 
Romersteiri,  staff  member  of  the  U.S. 
House  intelligence  Committee.  “Some  of 
their  own  publications  so  identify  them.” 

Mr.  Bloice  was  the  coordinator  of  this 
“broad-based”  conference. 

Twenty-nine  pages  of  a  declaration  and 
“Recommendations  for  Programs  of 
Actions”  were  approved. 

Much  of  the  declaration  could  be 
instructive  to  United  Methodists  seeking 
more  information  on  Southern  Africa 
problems.  And  a  lot  of  the  suggested 
actions  certainly  fall  within  the  scope  of 
General  Conference  resolutions  on  the 
subject.  Others  did  not. 

Among  conference-passed  recommen¬ 
dations  was  a  call  to  raise  money  for  the 
ANC  and  SWAPO;  to  condemn  Reagan 
administration  attempts  to  portray  the 
Southern  Africa  struggles  as  an  East- 
West  struggle  and  to  "undertake  an 


Informed  on  what  TM/UMR  had  wit¬ 
nessed  at  the  conference.  UM  Bishop  A. 
James  Armstrong  said:  “Any  conference 
that  is  so  closed  that  participants  do  not 
have  the  freedom  to  amend  (resolutions) 
is  not  in  the  tradition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church”  and  is  not  worthy  of  UMC 
participation. 

The  names  of  Bishop  Armstrong  and 
Dr.  Lois  Miller,  chief  executive  of  the 
World  Division  of  Global  Ministries, 
were  on  a  list  of  approximately  100  called 
the  “preparatory  committee”  for  the 
conference.  Both  said  they  did  not  know 
their  names  were  on  the  list  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  planning  the 
conference. 

The  names  of  Bishops  Leroy  C.  Hodapp 
and  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  were  listed  as 
“sponsors"  on  printed  conference 
programs. 

Bishop  Hodapp,  president  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
said  he  consented  to  have  his  name  listed 
because  agency  staff  presented  the  con¬ 
ference  as  one  “to  openly  discuss  the 
developing  independent  nations  of  Africa. 
Since  these  kinds  of  concerns  have  been 
continually  expressed  as  concerns  of  our 
General  Conferences  ...  I  felt  it  was  in 
order  to  join  as  a  sponsor  to  call  the 
conference  together. 

“Your  report  indicates  the  conference 
was  not  what  I  anticipated,"  the  bishop 
said.  He  and  Dr.  Miller,  particularly, 
expressed  great  surprise  at  the  makeup 
of  the  conference  planning  committee. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  he  repudiates 
United  Methodist  participation  in  any 
meeting  or  event  that  is  manipulated  by 
persons  of  one  particular  ideology. 
(TM/UMR  contacted  Bishops  Hodapp 
and  Armstrong  in  London  by  phone  where 
they  were  attending  a  conference  of  the 
Methodist  heritage  in  relation  to  politics.) 

If  the  United  Methodist  name  and 
money  are  offered  to  an  event,  Bishop 
Hodapp  said,  then  UM  leaders  should  be 
in  positions  of  influence  both  in  planning 
and  at  the  actual  event. 


educational  program  designed  to  counter¬ 
act  anti-Soviet  propaganda”;  to  encour¬ 
age  people  to  seek  alternate  news  sources 
other  than  the  “unreliable”  UPI  and  AP 
wire  services  and  to  oppose  the  U.S.  law 
that  prohibits  the  importation  of  litera¬ 
ture  from  Cuba  that  could  serve  as  a 
news  source 

At  the  end  of  the  conference,  we  all 
stood  and  most  participants  gave 
clinched-fist  salutes  as  a  few  dozen 
representatives  from  the  ANC  and 
SWAPO  sang  what  was  introduced  as 
their  national  anthem. 

Down  at  the  front,  Laura  Hosston,  a 
lawyer  at  New  York  City  College  and 
conference  worker,  told  me  of  the 
"extraordinary  generosity  of  the  United 
Methodists.  For  many  of  us,  it  was  the 
first  time  we  had  worked  with  Christian 
groups.  It  was  a  wonderful  experience  " 

Although  the  religious  groups  were 
virtually  invisible  during  the  conference 
and  on  the  planning  committee,  she 
assured  me,  they  were  integral  in 
providing  the  support  to  create  this 
special  forum : 

“I  wonder  if  this  could  have  happened 
without  the  United  Methodists  who  month 
after  month  were  helping  out." 


All  persons  contacted  by  TM/UMR 
said  decisions  about  joining,  financing 
and  overseeing  such  conferences  usually 
are  left  to  agency  staff  persons. 

Bishop  DeWitt,  president  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  he  expected  the 
conference  to  be  "open  and  broad- 
based.”  Until  he  receives  more  reports 
on  the  conference,  he  said,  he  will  find  it 
difficult  to  comment. 

Melba  Smith  said  that  except  for 
Brady  Tyson  who  delivered  an 
invocation  Saturday  morning,  no  United 
Methodist  was  on  the  platform  during  the 
conference  or  served  on  any  of  the  many 
workshop  panels. 

Why?  "We  weren’t  trying  to  have  it 
overloaded  with  United  Methodists,"  Ms. 
Smith  said.  "Remember,  there’s  only  a 
small  amount  of  United  Methodist 
involvement  in  Namibia.  " 

Ms.  Smith  said  she  was  pleased  with 
the  conference.  She  said  the  reason  the 
third  day’s  session  may  have  seemed  out 
of  balance  was  because  the  planning 
committee  set  the  agenda  so  that  U.S. 
government  officials  would  dominate  the 
first  day,  with  labor  people  in  the  spot¬ 
light  the  second  day  and  community 
groups  that  night.  (Those  events  were  in 
Riverside  Church  near  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity.  )  The  third  day  ( when  decisions  were 
made)  was  to  be  oriented  toward  "inter¬ 
national  groups”  Ms.  Smith  said. 

Ms.  Adjali  said  it  had  been  a  long  time 
“since  we  pulled  off  a  major  South  Africa 
conference”  and  UM  officials  were 
looking  for  partners  "to  try  to  get  United 
Methodist  interest  alive  again  in  South 
Africa." 

She  said  Ms.  Smith  will  remain  on  the 
permanent  conference  steering 
committee  for  at  least  "awhile”  and  that 
she  didn’t  know  who  in  the  Women's 
Division  would  decide  whether  UM 
involvement  will  continue.  “It’s  not  a 
policy  question  for  the  board  of  directors 
because  of  the  General  Conference 
( stance  on  South  Africa ) .  ” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


ONE  GOD 
ONE  WORLD 
ONE  WITNESS 


In  his  prayer  tor  the  church.  Jesus 
said.  'As  thou  didst  send  me  into  the 
1  world,  so  l  have  sent  them  into  the 
world  '  You  and  I  have  received  this 
heritage  ot  word  and  witness  with  the 
charge  to  pass  it  on 
Through  the  activities  ot  the  World 
Council  ot  Churches,  the  National 
Council  ot  the  Churches  ot  Christ  in  the 
USA  and  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (C0CU).  points  ot  common 
witness  are  discovered,  and  that 
witness  is  passed  on.  It  may  be  broad¬ 
cast  or  printed  It  may  be  a  look  ot  love 
given  with  a  bowl  ot  food  It  may  be  a 
gesture  ot  compassion  ottered  by  the 
hand  of  a  healer  It  may  be  reaching  a 
theological  agreement  that  makes  inter¬ 
communion  possible  It  may  be  sharing 
an  insight  that  makes  God  more  real  to  another  person 
In  all  of  these  forms  of  the  one  Christian  witness,  you  are  there  when  you 
support  the  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund  through  your  church. 

Your  gift  works  to  help  achieve  one  witness  in  one  world  under  one  God 

For  more  information  contact:  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  475  Riverside  Dr., 

Room  1300.  New  York,  N.Y.  10115 


TM/UMR  interpretive  analysis 


Officials  explain,  question  participation 
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Ministry  standards  become  tougher 


OCTOBER  23.  1981 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Standards  are  tough 
and  getting  tougher  for  the  United 
Methodist  ministry.  And  there  is  a 
national  crisis  in  higher  education. 

These  and  other  harsh  words  set  the 
tone  for  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  annual 
meeting  here  Oct.  15-17.  The  words 
became  even  more  harsh  and  uncertain 
in  the  face  of  some  schools  losing  their 
"approved"  standing  with  the  denomi¬ 
nation  (see  accompanying  story)  and  in  the 
extremely  tentative  presentation  by  a 
study  group  trying  to  lead  the 
denomination  to  define  what  it  means  by 
"the  ministry." 

The  board  has  four  programmatic 
divisions.  Three  relate  to  the  ministry: 
Ordained  Ministry,  Diaconal  Ministry, 
and  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministry.  The 
other  division,  Higher  Education,  links 
United  Methodism  to  its  more  than  100 
colleges  and  universities  and  to  its  13 
seminaries. 

Chief  executives  of  the  three  ministry 
divisions  were  asked  what  reactions  they 
are  receiving  across  to  the  church  to 
attempts  to  stiffen  standards  for  the 
ministry. 

Diaconal  Ministry’s  Rosalie  Bent- 
ringer  said  no  one  has  claimed  that 
standards  for  the  diaconate  are  too 
tough.  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministry’s 
Orris  Kelly  said  that  professional 
societies  are  pleased  with  the  division’s 
higher  standards,  requiring  at  least  a 
year’s  clinical  training  in  such  fields  as 
industrial  chaplaincy  or  prison  ministry 
before  the  denomination  will  endorse 
(certify)  a  candidate.  Ordained  Minis¬ 
try's  Donald  Treese  said  candidates  and 
annual  conference  boards  of  the  ordained 
ministry  alike  are  glad  for  the 
requirement  that  a  person  seeking 
ordination  must  have  completed  at  least 
half  his/her  seminary  training  before 
being  eligible  for  probationary 
membership  in  the  conference  and  must 
complete  two  years  under  appointment 
in  the  ministry  before  being  eligible  for 


full  connection  with  the  conference. 

Earlier,  in  his  "state  of  the  board" 
address,  General  Secretary  F.  Thomas 
Trotter  had  prepared  the  way  for  this 
discussion  when  he  said,  "It  is  not  at  all 
self-evident  that  the  church  wants  a 
‘learning  ministry.’  It  is  not  clear  to 
many  in  the  church  that  it  is  important 
for  us  to  have  high  standards  for 
theological  schools  and  carefully 
prepared  criteria  for  professional 
leadership  in  the  church  .  .  .  Our 
ministry  divisions  are  wrestling  with 
critical  issues  bearing  on  the  fate  of 
professional  leadership  in  the  church..." . 

The  Higher  Education  division’s  acting 
chief  executive,  Robert  Lisenseky,  said 
that  colleges  and  the  church  are  at  a 


crossroads  caused  in  part  by  declining 
enrollments,  runaway  inflation  and 
confusion  within  the  church  about  its 
relations  to  higher  education.  Mr. 
Lisenseky  said  both  sides  —  church  and 
school  —  need  the  common  assurance 
that  they  have  a  common  cause  in 
mission. 

Mr.  Lisenseky  added  that  the 
percentage  of  students  in  private 
colleges  and  universities  has  dropped 
from  50  percent  in  the  early  1950s  to  20 
percent  and  that  tuition  in  some  private 
schools  is  five  times  that  at  state  schools. 
"Yet  we  still  sustain  our  schools,”  he 
added.  “My  problem  is  not  with  the  total 
number  or  percentages  of  students  we 


get  but  what  we  do  with  the  students  we 
have.” 

The  board  approved  a  1982  budget  of 
$22.4  million,  up  4.4  percent  over  this 
year’s.  Nearly  $15  million  of  that  is  pass¬ 
through  money  in  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  ($9.4  million)  and  the 
Black  College  Fund  ($5.4  million)  which 
the  board  administers  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

The  board  also  re-elected  its  entire 
professional  staff  and  nominated  Dr. 
Trotter  for  election  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries.  President  Earl  G. 
Hunt,  bishop  of  the  Florida  area,  reported  that 
no  person  received  more  than  two 
negative  votes  in  the  ballot  election. 


University  Senate  hit,  praised 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  The  University 
Senate,  already  under  fire  for  dropping 
some  schools  from  United  Methodism’s 
"approved”  list  of  seminaries,  caught 
still  some  more  heat  but  gathered  a  good 
bit  of  praise  at  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  meeting  here  last 
week. 

The  Senate,  which  relates  primarily  to 
the  board’s  Division  of  Higher 
Education,  is  “attempting  to  be  more 
credible  about  the  approval  process," 
according  to  General  Secretary  F. 
Thomas  Trotter.  New  language  in  the 
1980  "Book  of  Discipline”  gives  the 
Senate  more  power  to  define  and  enforce 
denominational  standards  rather  than 
rely  primarily  on  national  accreditation 
by  the  Association  of  Theological  Schools 
and  automatically  give  UM  approval  to 
any  school  meeting  ATS  standards. 

The  board’s  associate  general 
secretary  for  Ordained  Ministry,  the 
Rev.  Donald  Treese,  caught  most  of  the 
heat  because  he  has  staff  duties  with  the 
Senate’s  theological  education  commis¬ 
sion.  This  commission  last  spring 
reviewed  a  number  of  schools  not  related 
to  the  denomination  but  which  have 


historically  educated  United  Methodist 
ministerial  candidates.  Twenty-four  declined 
to  be  reviewed  and  automatically  lost 
Senate  approval.  Six  others  sought  but 
lost  continued  approval.  Others  remain 
under  review  or  subject  to  review. 

Mr.  Treese,  in  a  news  conference, 
explained  that  the  Senate  does  not 
accredit  schools  —  that,  he  said,  is  left  to 
regional  higher  education  bodies  —  but 
rather  reviews  them  to  see  if  in  the 
Senate’s  judgment  these  schools  are 
acceptable  to  train  United  Methodist 
ministerial  candidates. 

He  also  pointed  out  that  the  same 
Senate  commission  which  reviewed  the 
non-UM  seminaries  also  conducts  a 
much  more  rigorous  annual  assessment 
of  the  13  schools  which  are  UM-related. 
This  assessment,  he  added,  is  one  basis 
on  which  each  UM-related  seminary 
receives  its  portion  of  the  nearly  $10 
million  annually  in  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund. 

One  who  complained  in  an  open  board 
session  about  the  Senate’s  actions  was 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  of  the 
Philadelphia  Area.  One  Philadelphia 
school  —  Eastern  Baptist  Seminary  — 
sought  and  lost  continued  Senate 


approval,  and  it  had  historically 
graduated  a  number  of  candidates  for 
United  Methodist  ordination. 

Bishop  Skeete  complained  specifically 
about  an  alleged  lack  of  sensitivity  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  Senate  notified 
Eastern  Baptist  (by  mail)  that  it  had 
been  placed  on  the  "not  approved”  list. 
He  also  complained  that  he,  as  the 
resident  bishop  of  the  area  and  as  a  vice 
president  of  the  board,  was  not 
personally  informed  of  the  action  and 
rather  learned  of  it  via  the  press. 

General  Secretary  Trotter  admitted 
that  the  Senate  and  the  Board  had 
learned  a  lot  from  this  first  effort  to 
enforce  denominational  standards. 

A  resolution  to  support  the  University 
Senate’s  efforts  but  also  to  recommend 
that  the  Senate  "clarify  its  expectations 
and  communicate  before  the  fact”  with 
various  church  and  school  officials  came 
to  the  board  from  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education,  which  Bishop  Skeete  chairs. 
When  attempts  to  modify  the  resolution 
proved  difficult,  Board  President  Earl  G. 
Hunt  suggested  that  it  be  referred  back 
to  the  division  for  rewriting  and 
reporting  back  at  the  1982  board  annual 
meeting.  It  was  referred. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


DALLAS  —  Dr.  Jerry  Campbell,  Bridwell  librarian,  and  Milam  Wade  examine  one 
of  the  1,300  rare  books  he  turned  over  last  week  to  the  Bridwell  Library  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

‘■"'v  a  a  a  1,0X0 

Dallas  layman  turns  over 
rare  books  to  seminary 


DALLAS  (SMU)  —  Most  rare  book 
collectors  harbor  their  treasures  behind 
glass,  but  not  Dallas  tax  attorney  Milam 
Wade.  For  33  years,  Wade  has  used  and 
shared  his  books  and  now  he’s  "sharing” 
them  permanently  with  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

Mr.  Wade,  active  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  and  SMU 
devotee  is  turning  over  1,300  rare  books 


UPI  apologizes  to  relief  agencies  for  El  Salvador  stories 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

United  Press  International’s  editor- 
in-chief  has  offered  a  formal  apology  to 
church  relief  agencies  for  stories  based 
on  apparently  spurious  reports  of  involve¬ 
ment  in  El  Salvador  guerrilla  activity. 

And  in  other  developments,  the  question 
of  U  S.  involvement  in  El  Salvador  has 
become  more  complex  recently,  partly 
because  of  religious  groups’  disagree¬ 
ment  with  each  other  over  what  that 
involvement  should  be. 

The  UPI  stories  earlier  this  year 
claimed  that  Church  World  Service, 
Catholic  Relief  Services  and  OXFAM- 
America  were  funneling  aid  to  guerrilla 


groups  in  El  Salvador. 

Material  for  the  stories  had  been  taken 
from  documents  alleged  by  the  State 
Department  to  have  been  seized  from 
guerrillas  in  El  Salvador.  Similar 
material  has  been  presented  by  a  State 
Department  White  Paper,  "Communist 
Interference  in  El  Salvador.” 

No  evidence  found 

UPI  editor  H.  L.  Stevenson  said  his 
news  agency  was  negligent  in  not 
contacting  the  accused  relief  agencies 
for  their  reaction  to  the  charges  against 
them.  Further  field  investigation 
revealed  "no  evidence  that  the  claims 
against  the  groups  were  true,”  he  said. 


Have  You  Ordered 
Cokesbury's 
Newest  Songbooks? 


SUPPLEMENT  TO 

THE  BOOK 

Hymns 


OF 


Because  of  their  ver¬ 
satility  for  worship 
services,  revivals, 
special  meetings, 
and  the  inclusion  of 
all-time  favorites, 
Supplement  to  the 
Book  of  Hymns  and 
Songs  of  Zion  are  the 
hottest  songbooks 
going. 


Supplement  to  the  Book  of 
Hymns  (A01-037573,  3.95) 
contains  over  140  hymns:  pop 
tunes  like  “Morning  is  Bro¬ 
ken,"  ethnic  hymns,  old  favor¬ 
ites  such  as  “Great  Is  Thy 
Faithfulness,”  and  many 
others.  You  can  also  get  a 
handy  organist’s  spiral  bound 
version  (AOl-037581,  5.95). 


Songs  of  Zion  (AO  1-39 1202,  5.95)  includes  gospels,  spirituals, 
and  popular  songs  from  the  Afro-American  Liberation. 
“Amazing  Grace,”  “His  Eye  Is  on  the  Sparrow,"  and  “We’ll 
Understand  It  Better  By  and  By”  are  only  a  few  of  the  great 
songs.  Organist’s  version  also  available  (A01-391210,  7.95). 

Order  today  from  the  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center 
serving  your  area  or  from  your  local  Cokesbury  Bookstore. 

Sales  tax.  If  applicable.  and  transportation  extra  Prices  subject  to  change 


Cokesbury ; 

ORDER  TROH  TUB  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA ; 


NuOvtH*.  TN  37202 

4b 

$i»ct  n$  9 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Surllhgkmo,  CA  94010 


The  Church  World  Service  director,  the 
Rev.  Paul  McCleary,  a  United  Methodist, 
accepted  the  UPI  apology  but  said  "the 
damage  was  done.”  But  he  said  that  the 
letter  of  apology  from  UPI  will  speed  up 
the  process  of  responding  to  charges, 
should  they  surface  again. 

Another  religious-involvement  part  of 
the  El  Salvadoran  picture,  one  not 
related  to  the  issue  of  the  relief  agencies’ 
participation,  is  a  “Statement  for 
Freedom  in  El  Salvador.”  The  six-point 
statement  was  issued  in  August  by  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  in 
Washington. 

The  institute  was  created  by  a  number 
of  United  Methodists  and  members  of 
other  denominations  last  spring  to 
"promote  democratic  values”  and 
oppose  what  they  claim  are  anti¬ 
democratic  tendencies  in  mainline 
denominations. 

The  interfaith  institute  opposes  arms 
shipments  to  El  Salvador  from  either 
Western  or  Soviet  bloc  countries. 

The  institute  also  opposes  any 
campaign  to  legitimize  the  "Democratic 
Revolutionary  Front”  (FDR)  in  El 
Salvador.  The  institute  pledges  "to  assist 
the  U.S.  religious  community  to  hear  all 
sides  of  the  argument  before  becoming 
involved  in  this  (legitimizing) 
campaign.” 

One  United  Methodist  bishop  who  took 
the  initiative  to  lead  in  this  "hear-all 
sides”  effort  was  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of 
the  Houston  Area.  He  published  the 
institute’s  entire  six-point  statement  in 
his  bishop’s  column  in  the  Texas 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter  and 
said  he  had  signed  the  statement.  At  least 
six  other  United  Methodists  were  identi¬ 
fied  as  original  signers  of  the  statement. 

Leftist  front  questioned 

The  validity  of  the  Democratic 
Revolutionary  Front  is  one  point  of  dis¬ 
agreement  among  American  religious 
groups.  Last  spring,  in  seeming  direct 
opposition  to  the  institute  statement 
issued  in  August,  a  National  Council  of 
Churches  task  force  said  this  about  the 
FDR: 

"Opposing  the  Salvadoran  government 
is  the  Democratic  Revolutionary  Front, 
a  broad  coalition  of  religious, 
professional,  technical,  labor,  peasant 
and  student  groups  and  political  parties. 
The  majority  of  the  people  of  El  Salvador 
have  chosen  to  unite  under  the  leadership 
of  the  FDR,  recognizing  it  as  their 
legitimate  representative  committed  to 
the  establishment  of  a  democratic, 
pluralist  government  capable  of 
initiating  real  reforms  and  engaging  all 
sectors  in  determining  the  political  and 
economic  future  of  El  Salvador.” 

That  statement  has  been  mailed  to 
constituents  by  a  number  of  American 
church  leaders,  including  the  immediate 
past  president,  president,  and  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops. 

In  addition  to  these  opposing  views 
about  which  group,  if  any,  represents  the 
El  Salvadoran  people,  the  NCC  group 
and  the  newly-formed  institute  differ 
over  U.S.  military  aid  to  the  Central 
American  country. 

Protestant  leaders  generally  have 
joined  U.S.  Roman  Catholic  leaders  in 
calling  for  non-intervention  militarily  of 
the  U.S.  ,  in  internal  affairs  of  El 
Salvador. 

The  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  advocates  "international 
efforts  to  stop  the  flow  of  arms  into  El 
Salvador  from  all  sources”  but  adds  "if 
U.S.  aid  is  given,  whether  military  or 


economic,  that  it  be  used  to  bolster  the 
reform  effort  and  protect  innocent  people 
from  threats  of  violence  and  terrorism 
from  both  right  and  left.” 

The  position  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  El  Salvador  is  that  it  favors 
U.S.  military  help  “while  Russia  is 
supplying  the  guerrillas  with  arms.” 
That  position  was  stated  in  an  interview 
published  in  the  National  Catholic 
Register  with  Bishop  Pedro  Amaldo 
Aparicio,  the  church’s  senior  bishop  in  El 
Salvador. 

He  described  the  war  in  El  Salvador  as 
"no  longer  a  war  between  Salvadoreans 
but  a  war  between  foreigners.” 

Charges  that  the  Catholic  church  in  El 
Salvador  is  politically  involved  were 
denied  in  a  New  York  speech  by  former 
U.S.  ambassador  to  that  country,  Robert 
White. 

Mr.  White  said,  "The  church  became  a 
political  voice  because  the  priests  and 


other ‘leaders  raised  their  voice  against 
injustice. 

criticized  the  Reagan  administration’s 
policy  in  El  Salvador. 

"To  a  disbelieving  world  we  have 
trumpeted  false  charges  of  a  ‘textbook 
case  of  indirect  armed  aggression  by 
communist  powers’  —  a  charge  that 
simply  cannot  be  made  to  stand  up,”  he 
asserted. 

At  present,  he  said,  he  believes  the 
guerrillas  have  the  initiative  in 
Salvadoran  civil  war  and  are  regaining 
popular  support  at  the  expense  of  the 
government  because  of  killings  by 
government  forces  and  the  halting  of  the 
nation’s  land  reform  program. 

As  Mr.  White  spoke  in  late  September, 
President  Jose  Napoleon  Duarte  of  El 
Salvador  was  in  the  U.S.  asking 
Americans,  Mr.  White  said,  for  $300 
million  "to  keep  this  sinking  ship  afloat 
for  a  few  more  months.” 


Council  names  writers 
for  6 inclusive 9  lectionary 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  new  12-member 
committee  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  which  is  to  produce  an 
"inclusive  language  lectionary” 
declared  after  its  first  meeting  here  that 
it  intends  to  be  “faithful  to  the  original 
Greek  and  Hebrew  (biblical)  texts.” 

The  Rev.  David  Ng,  the  committee’s 
staff  executive,  who  spoke  of  the  new 
lectionary,  a  three-year  series  of 
scripture  passages  selected  for  use  in 
worship  services,  said: 

“It  will  accurately  reflect  the  Bible’s 
inherent  fairness  in  regard  to  the 
equality  of  all  human  beings  and  the 
Bible’s  thoroughness  in  regard  to  the 
many  characteristics  of  God.” 

Dr.  Ng  is  the  executive  for  the  NCC’s 
Division  of  Education  and  Ministry 
(DEM),  which  approved  the 
controversial  project  almost  a  year  ago. 

During  its  first  meeting  the  committee 
decided  to  use  the  lectionfcry  developed 
by  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
(COCU)  as  the  basis  for  its  work,  Dr.  Ng 
reported.  A  similar  ecumenical 
lectionary  project,  which  includes 
Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  and  is 
about  to  appear  next  spring,  will  be 
examined  as  well. 

Dr.  Howard  Ham,  a  United  Methodist 
who  chairs  the  NCC  division,  told 
TM/UMR  the  12  committee  members 
were  selected  from  nominees  proposed 
by  member  denominations  of  his 
division.  He  said  they  were  chosen  on  the 
basis  of  their  competency  either  as 
biblical  scholars,  linguists,  worship  and 
liturgy  expertise  or  local  church 
experience, 

While  he  believes  the  committee  has  a 
wide  range  of  theological  perspectives, 
this  was  not  "a  prime  consideration”  in 
choosing  members. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  a 
United  Methodist  who  chairs  the  NCC’s 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  was  a 
member  of  the  task  force  which  proposed 
the  lectionary  project,  said  earlier  that 
"we  all  know  a  lot  about  what  the 
committee  will  do  when  we  know  who 
they  are.” 

She  told  TM/UMR  the  committee 
appears  to  have  "a  good  balance” 
between  persons  who  will  want  to  guard 
the  scriptures  and  those  willing  to 
provide  a  broader  non-sexist 
paraphrase. 

The  lectionary  project  has  come  under 


repeated  attack  from  "New  Religious 
Right”  organizations  since  it  was 
approved  last  November  and  has  been 
used  as  the  basis  for  distorted 
fundraising  appeals  which  claimed  the 
object  is  to  rewrite  the  Bible. 

The  12  committee  members  include: 
Dr.  Victor  Gold,  a  Lutheran,  professor  of 
Semitic  languages,  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley,  the  chairman ; 

Dr.  Robert  A.  Bennett,  Episcopalian, 
Old  Testament  scholar  Episcopal 
Divinity  School,  Cambridge,  Mass. ; 

Dr.  Thomas  Hoyt  Jr.,  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal,  New  Testament 
scholar  at  Hartford  (Conn.)  Seminary 
Foundation; 

The  Rev.  Herbert  O’Driscoll,  dean  and 
director,  Christ  Church  Cathedral, 
Vancouver,  Anglican  Church  of  Canada, 
liturgical  and  pastoral  expert; 

Dr.  Kellie  C.  Jones,  United  Methodist, 
English  language  expert,  professor  of 
English  at  the  University  of  Tennessee 
at  Martin  (Tenn.); 

Dr.  Virginia  Ramey  Mollenkott,  an 
evangelical,  consultant  for  the  New 
International  Version  of  the  Bible, 
teaches  English  at  William  Patterson 
College  in  New  Jersey ; 

Dr.  Marvin  Pope,  United  Methodist, 
member  of  the  Revised  Standard  Version 
(RSV)  committee  since  1960,  an  expert 
on  the  original  Hebrew  texts,  Yale 
University,  New  Haven,  Conn. ; 

Two  United  Church  of  Christ  members, 
both  teachers  at  United  Methodist- 
related  seminaries,  are  Dr.  Sharon  H. 
Ringe,  New  Testament  Scholar, 
Methodist  Theological  School  of  Ohio, 
and  Dr.  Susan  Thistlethwaite,  specialist 
on  women  in  ministry  and  theology, 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology; 

Dr.  Burton  H.  Throckmorton  Jr.  of 
Bangor  (Me.)  Theological  Seminary, 
expert  on  the  Greek  texts,  United 
Presbyterian,  member  of  the  task  force 
on  biblical  translation  of  the  NCC  which 
proposed  the  lectionary  project; 

Dr.  Keith  Watkins  of  Christian 
Theological  Seminary,  Indianapolis, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples),  specialist 
in  worship  and  liturgy ; 

Dr.  Barbara  A.  Withers,  United  Pres¬ 
byterian,  U.S. A.,  local  church  education 
expert,  specialist  on  language  about  God. 

The  committee  plans  to  meet  twice  a 
year  and  expects  to  have  one  year’s 
worth  of  scripture  selections  ready  by 
the  end  of  1982. 


this  week  to  Bridwell  Library  at  SMU’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  He’s  also 
adding  a  $7,500  endowment  to  help 
maintain  the  collection. 

The  Wade  books  will  be  a  fine  asset  to 
Bridwell,  says  Bridwell  Librarian  Jerry 
Campbell.  Eusebius’  "Ecclesiastical 
History,”  a  second  folio  Shakespeare,  a 
first  printing  of  John  Bunyan’s  complete 
works,  and  an  1800  Webster’s  reader,  are 
among  them.  A  1634  King  James’  Bible 
heads  the  list  of  rare  Bibles,  Biblical 
literature,  concordances  and 
dictionaries. 

But  there’s  added  value  in  the  books’ 
recent  history,  Dr.  Campbell  claims. 
“Some  persons  are  primarily  investors,” 
he  said.  "Mr.  Wade  is  one  of  the  rare 
individuals  who  compiles  an  insightful 
collection  of  Bibles,  for  instance,  and 
then  regularly  takes  them  along  to 
church  on  Sunday.”  Mr.  Wade’s  books, 
Dr.  Campbell  believes,  "have  meant  a 
great  deal  to  a  lot  of  people.  ’ ' 

It  figures  then  that  Mr.  Wade  would 
announce  his  donation  at  a  Sunday 
School  class  banquet  recently  when 
Perkins  Dean  James  Kirby  was  present 
as  a  guest  speaker. 

He  had  always  intended  his  books  to  go 
to  SMU,  Mr.  Wade  says,  but  that 
particular  evening  "I  was  impressed 
with  Dean  Kirby  and  feeling  a  lot  of  pride 
in  SMU  and  suddenly  decided  it  was  time 
to  announce  my  plans.” 

Milam  Wade  is  not  an  alumnus  of  SMU, 
nor  of  any  other  university.  In  fact,  his 
formal  education  ended  with  eighth 
grade.  But  he  credits  the  school  with 
permitting  him  to  take  a  college  entrance 
exam  which  in  turn  made  him  eligible  to 
take  (and  pass)  the  Texas  Bar  Exam.  He 
also  financed  a  brother’s  education  at  the 
church-related  school  and  has  remained 
a  staunch  supporter  of  the  University,  he 
says,  especially  of  Colophon,  an 
organization  of  friends  of  the  SMU 
libraries. 

Librarian  Campbell,  who  is  busy  this 
week  helping  Wade  pack  the  collection 
for  its  move  to  Bridwell,  has  not  yet  set  a 
date  for  its  display.  Later  in  the  fall,  an 
open  house  celebration  will  accompany 
the  opening  of  the  Wade  exhibit.  "We  will 
want  the  community  to  meet  Mr.  Wade, 
who  is  an  exceptional  person,”  he  said. 
"His  own  native  love  of  books  has  led  him 
to  create  a  unique  and  interesting 
collection.” 
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Around  the  Conference 


Fire  Burns  Building  Twice 


By  JOHN  SULLIVAN 
Of  the  Houma  Daily  Courier 

A  fire  that  was  brought  under  control 
and  believed  to  be  extinguished  at  6:30 
a.m.  Oct.  19  sprang  back  to  life  shortly 
after  firefighters  departed  the  scene.  It 
gutted  a  two-story  building  used  as  a 
recreation  center  at  the  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
Inc. 

According  to  District  Chief  Errol 
Cuneo,  the  first  fire  call  came  in  at  about 
4:14  a.m.  “We  got  here  by  about  4:20 
a.m.,”  Cuneo  said.  “We  had  that  fire  out, 
we  searched  the  bottom  floor  and  the  top 
floor  and  that  fire  was  out.” 

But  apparently  the  flames  rekindled 
shortly  afterward,  prompting  fire¬ 
fighters  to  return. 


“We  hadn’t  even  got  off  the  trucks 
when  they  called  back  and  said  the 
second  floor  was  on  fire,”  Cuneo  said. 
"We  loaded  back  up  and  headed  over 
here  again.” 

Gerald  Bridges,  director  of  the  home 
that  houses  about  30  children,  said  the 
sudden  reappearance  of  the  fire  left  all  of 
them  a  little  shocked. 

“Those  men  did  a  fantastic  job  out  here 
early  today,”  Bridges  said.  “There 
wasn’t  any  structural  damage,  just  some 
minor  smoke  damage.  Now  look  at  it.  ’’ 

The  building,  erected  in  1939,  was  one 
of  the  original  three  buildings  built  at  the 
home  for  children  and  was  constructed  of 
pine.  According  to  Bridges,  a  new  roof 
had  only  recently  been  installed  in  the 
building. 


“We’re  just  very  thankful  that  nobody 
got  hurt,"  Bridges  said.  “We’re  very 
thankful.” 

William  S.  Cox,  coordinator  of  support 
services  at  the  school,  said  the  building 
housed  almost  all  of  the  recreational 
equipment  used  at  the  school. 

Cox  added  that  less  than  three  years 
ago  the  second  floor  of  the  building  had 
been  used  to  house  children,  but  since 
then  all  of  the  children  at  the  school  have 
been  moved  to  modem,  brick  buildings 
scattered  around  the  campus. 

“I  guess  we’ll  just  have  to  wait  and  see 
what  happens  now,”  Cox  said.  “I  don’t 
know 

Both  Bridges  and  Cox  said  they 
couldn’t  estimate  the  damages  the  fire 


had  caused,  but  both  agreed,  “it  could’ve 
been  worse.” 

Cuneo  said  when  his  firefighters 
arrived  back  on  the  scene  they  found  the 
fire  already  starting  to  eat  through  the 
roof  of  the  almost  60-year-old  building. 
By  7:25  a.m.,  a  call  went  out  for  all 
available  off-duty  volunteers  which 
brought  the  number  of  firefighters 
battling  the  blaze  to  nearly  two  dozen. 

The  fire  presented  a  few  problems  to 
the  firemen  on  the  scene,  according  to 
Assistant  Fire  Chief  Gale  Le  Boeuf. 

‘Fighting  a  multi-story  fire  is  always  a 
lot  different  than  fighting  a  single-story 
fire,”  LeBoeuf  said. 


Kaplan  UMC  Plans  New  Building 


For  the  past  65  years,  the  congregation  of  the 
Kaplan,  La.  United  Methodist  Church  has  held  Sunday 
services  in  a  white  clapboard  building  at  the  comer  of 
Sixth  Street  and  North  LeJune.  After  years  of  planning 
and  saving,  members  of  the  small  congregation  will 
finally  see  their  dream  come  true,  a  new  church 
building. 

A  complete  renovation  of  the  antiquated  building  will 
begin  in  the  late  fall. 

“The  new  brick  veneer  structure  was  designed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  rich  history  of  the  church  while 
at  the  same  time  creating  a  modem  facility  for  the 
congregation,”  said  Bobbie  B.  Crump  Jr.,  AIA  project 
architect. 

Sunday  School  records,  dating  back  to  1914,  show 
early  services  were  held  by  the  popular  French- 
speaking  minister,  the  Rev.  Martin  Hebert,  in  a  tent  on 
Main  Street  at  the  edge  of  town.  On  April  4,  1916,  the 
Irving  Irrigation  Company  deeded  the  comer  lot  where 
the  church  now  stands  to  the  Kaplan^  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  as  long  as  the  church  was  there. 
Shortly  thereafter,  the  present  building  was  built  by  C. 
J.  Montgomery  and  W.  H.  Sledge,  both  active  members 
of  the  congregation. 

The  Rev.  McCoy  was  the  minister  in  1961  and  G.P. 
Sledge,  brother  of  W.  H.  Sledge,  served  as  Sunday 
School  superintendent.  In  1971,  the  Rev.  I.  V.  Huffpouir 
came  to  lead  the  congregation  and  C.  H.  Brookshire 
took  over  as  Sunday  school  superintendent,  a  position 
he  held  until  1936. 

Mrs.  Brookshire  was  in  charge  of  communion  all 
those  years.  She  turned  over  the  responsibility  to  Ms. 
Thrya  Montgomery,  daughter  of  C.  J.  Montgomery  and 
a  Sunday  School  teacher. 

Other  ministers  serving  the  Kaplan  charge  were  the 
reverends  Smith,  Martin  and  Dufrenne.  The  church 
never  had  its  own  minister;  they  shared  ministers  with 
either  Abbeville  or  Gueydan  in  years  past.  The  40 
member  congregation  shares  its  present  minister,  the 
Rev.  Elizabeth  K.  Vehling,  with  Indian  Bayou.  She  is 
the  first  woman  minister  to  ever  serve  the 
congregation. 

In  1952,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  back  of  the 
existing  structure  by  Montgomery  in  memory  of  his 


wife.  A  pulpit  was  also  given  at  this  time  by  Sledge  in 
memory  of  his  daughter  Susan.  The  back  portion  will 
be  removed  during  the  renovation. 

Some  of  the  other  families  who  were  early  members 
of  the  church  include  the  Morris  Nugiers,  the  William 
Grahams,  the  L.  A.  Smiths,  the  Frank  Tinkers  Sr„  the 
F.  T.  Footes,  the  Will  Merchants,  the  F.  Wiggins,  the  D. 
Wiggins,  the  John  Goochs,  the  Arthur  A.  LeJunes,  the 
L.  M.  Montgomerys,  the  V.  Hartwigs,  the  W.  S. 
Smiths  and  the  A.  B.  Smiths. 

The  new  1,000  square-foot  sanctuary  will  feature  a 
vaulted  ceiling,  a  stained  glass  rose  window,  a  solid 
oak  communion  rail  and  cross  with  a  seating  capacity 


for  1000.  An  adjacent  1,000-square-foot  fellowship  hall 
can  be  divided  to  form  two  Sunday  School  classrooms 
and  also  contains  the  church  office  and  restrooms. 
Both  buildings  will  have  central  air  and  heat. 

“The  master  plan  allows  for  expansion  to  include 
more  Sunday  School  and  educational  classrooms,” 
Crump  said. 

A  bell  and  cross  tower  will  help  to  create  a  large 
landscaped  courtyard  for  congregational  gathering 
before  and  after  church. 

Total  cost  of  the  project  has  been  estimated  at 
$1,000,000. 


Ester  Hammond 


Missionary  Tells  of  Life  in  Liberia 


(Ed.  Note:  We  received  a  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Ester  Hammond,  who  was 
ordained  an  elder  at  the  last  Annual 
Conference,  and  who  accepted  a  3-year 
assignment  to  teach  at  the  Gbarnga 
School  of  Theology  in  Monrovia,  Liberia. 
We  thought  some  parts  of  her  newsletter 
might  be  interesting  to  you.) 

Greetings  from  Gbarnga,  a  beautiful 
spot  in  the  heart  of  Liberia,  about  118 
miles  from  the  coast. 

Since  this  is  my  first  newsletter,  let  me 
share  something  about  life  here  and  my 
work.  The  best  way  to  do  this  is  to  give 
you  the  answers  to  the  most  frequently 
asked  question.  Folks  want  to  know 
where  I  live.  Well,  I  live  on  the  Mission 
Station,  along  with  a  number  of  Liberian 
families  and  three  other  missionary 
families.  Mine  is  a  small  blue  house,  just 
right  for  a  single  person.  It  sits  on  a  little 
hillside  and  is  located  about  three  city 
blocks  from  the  school.  It  has  a  tiny  yard 
with  a  hedge  of  pink  and  red  hibiscus, 
with  a  small  grove  of  rubber  trees 
behind.  The  tall  rubber  trees  make  a  fine 
shade  but  they  pose  one  very  BIG 
problem!  They  have  very  large  seeds 
and  when  the  sun  is  out  making  the  day 
hot,  the  seed  pods  literally  “explode,” 
falling  on  the  roof  of  my  house  with  a 
tremendous  BANG!  I  tell  you,  it  sounds 
like  big  guns  going  off ! 

Another  thing  people  want  to  know  is 
how  I  cook  and  keep  house.  Simple!  I 
cook  with  bottled  gas  which  must  be 
brought  up  from  Monrovia,  the  capital 
city  which  is  118  miles  away.  I  have 
running  water,  indoor  plumbing  and 
when  the  Gbarnga  Power  Plant  is 


working,  electricity.  That  means  the 
blessing  of  LIGHTS  and  a  refrigerator 
with  ice  in  it!  However,  since  I  came  in 
July,  we  have  had  FIVE  days  of 
electricity.  There  is  a  major  breakdown 
at  the  Plant  and  we  have  no  idea  when  it 
will  be  repaired.  I  am  SLOWLY  getting 
accustomed  to  kerosene  lamps,  luke¬ 
warm  water  and  cooking  just  enough  to 
eat  at  one  meal.  I  do  not  have  the 
conveniences  of  a  washer  and  dryer,  and 
even  if  I  did  they  couldn’t  be  used  right 
now.  So  I  have  the  next  best  things”:  a 
pretty  blue  clothesline  and  a  nice  red 
mahogany  rubboard.  It  has  been  years 
since  I  used  a  rubboard  but  you  know 
they  still  work  if  you  apply  some  muscle 
action! 


flower  bed,  blooming  profusely.  But  I 
regret  to  say  someone  pulled  it  up  one 
night. 

Of  course  folks  ask  about  the  work.  I 
came  here  to  teach  at  GST,  and  we  are 
fortunate  to  have  a  very  capable  dean  in 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Kartwe,  a  Liberian  who 
just  returned  from  the  States  where  he 
earned  his  Master  of  Theology  Degree. 
GST  is  a  small  but  growing  seminary 
that  is  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Lutheran  Church  and  the 
Episcopal  Church.  The  Boards  of 
Ministry  of  the  churches  send  young  men 
and  women  here  to  be  fitted  for  the  work 
of  the  Lord  and  it  is  a  joy  to  get 
acquainted  with  these  students  and  to  see 
their  deep  dedication  to  their  calling. 
This  semester  I  am  teaching  Old 
Testament  survey,  Christian  Education, 
Music  Appreciation  and  World 
Literature,  and  thoroughly  enjoying  all 
of  it.  The  students  are  very  responsive 
and  our  relationships  are  deepening 
every  day. 

But  at  GST  we  do  more  than  train  the 
future  ministers  and  pastors,  for  we 
realize  how  important  it  is  for  a  pastor's 
wife  to  keep  pace  with  her  husband.  So 
the  wives  of  the  male  students  are 
enrolled  in  our  Home  Arts  Program 
where  they  improve  their  skills  by  taking 
courses  in  English,  Health,  Bible. 
Cooking,  Sewing  and  Handicrafts.  So, 
you  see,  we  are  concerned  about  minister 
and  spouse  in  the  total  program. 

The  work  is  challenging  and  satisfying, 
but  we  do  have  times  for  amusements. 
Twice  I’ve  been  to  Monrovia  to  do  some 
shopping  and  window-shopping!  I’ve 


visited  with  other  missionaries  and  once 
several  of  us  went  to  an  excellent  Chinese 
Restaurant;  I  met  two  families  from 
Louisiana  who  are  here  with  an  LSU 
Experimental  Program.  And  there  are 
fun  things  at  home.  One  day  I  helped  a 
six-year-old  boy  put  a  large  bundle  of 
sticks  on  his  head.  It  was  too  heavy  for 
him  to  lift  it  and  almost  too  heavy  for  me. 
But  once  he  had  it  on  his  head,  he  walked 
off  with  ease. 

Thus  you  have  a  small  picture  of  life 
here  and  how  I  “do"  things  It  is  a  joy  to 
share  these  things  with  you,  but  it  is  an 
even  greater  joy  to  know  we  are  sharing 
in  much  greater  things:  the  love  of  God 
that  binds  his  people  together,  wherever 
they  are,  and  his  grace  that  helps  us  hold 
each  other  up  in  prayer  and  strength. 

God  bless  you  and  may  He  keep  you 
close  to  himself. 

-The  Rev.  Ester  Hammond 

t  Christian 

Rev.  George  W.  Harkins,  died  on 
Friday,  October  23  after  a  lengthy  ill¬ 
ness.  His  most  recent  appointment  was 
Hammond-Tickfaw,  which  he  served  for 
six  years. 

Mrs.  Billie  Robinson,  wife  of  Rev. 
Joe  H.  Robinson,  died  on  October  2. 


Folks  always  ask  about  the  weather, 
that  universal  question.  In  Liberia,  we 
have  two  Seasons,  a  Wet  Season  and  a 
Dry  Season.  We  are  in  the  Wet  Season 
now,  the  time  of  rain  every  day  but  the 
time  we  have  the  cool  winds.  Actually,  it 
is  the  best  time  of  the  year  for  it’s  so  nice 
and  cool.  Sometimes  I  have  to  close  all 
the  windows  and  put  a  blanket  on  the  bed. 
In  the  Dry  Season,  it  is  very  hot  and  dry 
and  we  long  for  the  rains  to  come.  The 
Wet  Season  goes  from  June  through 
November  and  the  Dry  Season  from 
December  through  May.  But  regardless 
of  the  weather,  wherever  you  look  you 
see  the  beautiful  flowers.  They  come  in 
every  shade  of  the  rainbow  and  1  never 
get  tired  of  looking  at  them.  Also,  all 
sorts  of  plants  grow  wild,  things  like 
those  tropical  pot  plants  we  work  so  hard 
with  in  the  States.  I  actually  had  a 
gorgeous  pink  begonia  in  my  yard  in  a 


News  Briefs 

MANDEVILLE  —  The  annual  Fall  Retreat  for  members  of  St. 
Timothy-on-the-north  shore  was  held  at  Camp  LaCoombe. 
Resource  leader  for  the  event  was  Dr.  Ed  Everding,  Professor 
of  New  Testament  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver. 
E  verding’s  theme  was  “Decision  Making  and  the  Bible.  ” 

GILBERT  —  Franklin  Sun  carried  an  article  about  a  joint 
baptismal  service  for  children  from  the  First  Baptist  Church 
and  the  Gilbert  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Gayle  Dean 
is  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  the  Rev.  William 
McCutcheon,  who  has  been  transferred  to  the  Opelousas  charge 
since  the  service,  was  pastor  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

WELSH  —  Mrs.  Nancy  Noland,  member  of  St.  Luke  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  and  a  certified  Lay  Speaker, 
was  the  speaker  for  Laity  Day  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Louis  Smaihall,  Lay  Leader,  was  the  liturgist  for  the 
service. 

SHREVEPORT  —  The  BULLETIN  from  the  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  announced  that  “during  the  next 
several  months  some  of  the  ‘Great  Preachers  of  Methodism’ 
will  visit”  the  church.  The  most  recent  visitor  was  Dr.  Walter 
Underwood,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston. 

METAIRIE  —  Members  of  the  Metairie  United  Methodist 
Church  have  found  a  unique  way  to  participate  in  the  World 
Hunger  Scholarship  Program.  They  held  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  and  birthday  party.  The  birthday  party  included 
having  persons  sit  at  the  table  which  represented  the  month  of 
their  birthday.  Each  person  was  then  asked  to  contribute  1  cent 
for  each  year  of  their  age.  The  result  was  sent  to  the  World 
Hunger  Program. 

FRANKLINTON  —  Another  Laity  Day  observance  here 
featured  Charlie  Watts,  a  member  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bogalusa,  during  their 
observance  at  Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 

SHREVEPORT  —  We  received  the  nicest  announcement  of  a 
Church  Bazaar  at  the  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church.  It 
itemized  the  various  items  that  will  be  for  sale  Nov.  14.  The  only 
trouble  is  there  was  no  identification  of  the  city  and  there  are 
several  "Lakeviews”  in  the  conference.  We  assumed  that  it 
was  from  Shreveport,  except  there  is  a  listing  of  “South 
Louisiana  Gumbo”  as  one  of  the  items. 

ARABI  —  The  Rev,  L.  W.  Taylor  says  a  Harvest  Revival  will 
be  held  at  the  Arabi  United  Methodist  Church.  It  begins  Nov.  1 
and  continues  through  Nov.  4.  The  Rev.  John  R.  Oldham,  pastor 
of  Grand  River/Donaldsonville  churches,  will  be  the  speaker. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  is 
planning  a  series  of  renewal  services  Nov.  1  and  2.  Dr.  Ross 
Whetstone,  Executive  Director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Renewal  Services  Fellowship  will  conduct  the  seminar,  which 
is  entitled,  “Christ  and  the  Inner  Life.” 

ALGIERS  —  Special  guests  of  the  Algiers  United  Methodist 
Church  for  Sunday  Worship  were  the  members  of  the  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  choir  of  Algiers. 

JEFFERSON  —  The  Rev.  James  S.  Davidson,  pastor  of  the 
Hartzell  United  Methodist  Church,  spoke  at  the  Aug.  23  service. 
The  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard,  pastor  of  Denham  Springs 
visited  on  Sept.  6.  The  United  Methodist  Men  held  an  Annual 
Men’s  Day  Rally  Sept.  27  with  all  the  men  of  the  New 
Orleans/Houma  District  invited. 

HAVEN  —  The  Adult  Fellowship  of  Haven  United  Methodist 
Church  held  their  14  Annual  Worship  Service  Sept.  27.  The 
speaker  was  Mae  E.  Grayes  Calvin,  a  certified  Lay  Speaker 
and  wife  of  the  Rev.  George  Calvin  of  Camphor  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  service  was  held  at  Williams  United  Methodist  Church. 

LAYFAYETTE  —  Oct.  11  was  the  date  for  the  Time  of 
Remembrance  and  thanksgiving  for  the  Davidson  Memorial 
Church  here.  Dr.  Virgil  Morris  was  the  guest  speaker,  known 
for  his  ministry  in  this  conference,  particularly  as  Executive 
Director  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  He  was  District 
Superintendent  for  New  Orleans  for  six  years  when  he 
organized  seven  new  churches. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Dr.  Vela  Cleveland  was  honored  recently 
with  an  Indian-style  dinner  at  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  purpose  of  the  dinner  was  to  initiate  and  raise  money  for 
the  Vela  Cleveland  Scholarship  Fund,  which  will  pay  for 
scholarships  for  two  or  three  nurses  each  year  at  the  Ellen 
Thoburn  Cowan  Hospital  in  Kolar,  India.  Dr.  Cleveland  worked 
as  a  medical  missionary  for  22  years  at  the  hospital. 

The  authentic  gourmet  South  Indian  meal  was  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Chakkungal  Devidoss  and  other  Indian  women  in  the 
community. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Almost  100  church  school  teachers 
attended  a  District  Teacher  Training  Workshop  at  Carrollton 
United  Methodist  Church  Sept.  21  sponsored  by  the  New 
Orleans/Houma  District  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan,  district  education  chairman, 
conducted  the  workshop  with  host  pastor  the  Rev.  W.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  chairman  of  the  district  council  on  ministries. 
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Nestle  boycott,  mediation  efforts 
and  Christian  ethical  teaching 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


They’re  catching  heat  right  now,  but 
we  believe  United  Methodism’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  should  be 
receiving  commendation  instead  for  the 
even-handed  mediating  role  its  leaders 
are  seeking  to  play  regarding  the  infant 
formula  marketing  practices  of  the 
Nestle  Corp.  and  other  companies  (see 
TM/UMR,  Oct.  2  and  Oct.  9) . 

Nestle,  the  world’s  largest  manufac¬ 
turer  of  infant  formula,  has  been  accused 
of  unethically  encouraging  mothers  to 
replace  breast-feeding  of  their  babies 
with  you-know-whose  infant  formula.  This 
practice  is  said  to  be  especially  acute 
in  Third  World  countries  where  water 
supplies  are  often  impure  and  few 
mothers  can  afford  the  cost  of  infant 
formula. 

United  Methodism’s  1980  General 
Conference  voted  down  a  proposal  to 
endorse  a  boycott  already  being  carried 
out  by  several  religious  and  secular 
groups  against  Nestle.  This  action  did  not 
reflect  "neutrality”  regarding  unscrup¬ 
ulous  marketing  practices  of  infant  for¬ 
mula;  it  rather  reflected  a  belief  that  a 
targeted  boycott  against  Nestle  might 
not  be  the  most  effective  method  for 
producing  a  halt  to  such  practices. 

Hence,  the  General  Conference 
instructed  GCOM  to  form  a  task  force 
which  would  study  all  sides  of  the  issues 
involved  and  bring  its  recommendations 
to  the  GCOM.  At  that  time,  GCOM  - 
which  is  United  Methodism’s  chief 
coordinating  arm  between  sessions  of  the 
General  Conference  every  four  years  — 
would  be  free  to  adopt  an  official  stance 
on  behalf  of  United  Methodism  including 
—  if  deemed  necessary  —  endorsement 
of  the  Nestle  boycott. 

The  Infant  Formula  Task  Force  is 
doing  its  work  in  impressive,  credible 
style,  as  several  of  our  recent  news 
stories  on  the  subject  have  reported. 
Consequently,  it  has  received  assurances 
from  Nestle  officials  not  given  to  anyone 
else.  Among  other  things.  Nestle  officials 
have  said  they  are  revising  corporate 
policies  to  conform  with  infant  formula 
marketing  standards  adopted  by  the 
World  Health  Organization.  The  Task 
Force,  in  turn,  has  asked  these  Nestle 
officials  to  provide  tangible  verification 
that  they  are  doing  what  they  have  said 
they  will  do. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Nestle 
Corp.,  as  well  as  some  other  infant 
formula  companies,  have  profiteered  in 
the  past  at  the  expense  of  poor, 
uneducated  persons  in  Third  World 
countries.  Six  other  Protestant 
denominations  in  the  U.S.,  at  least  two 
United  Methodist  general  agencies,  and 


30  out  of  United  Methodism’s  73  annual 
conferences  have  reached  this  verdict, 
and  have  decided  to  endorse  the  boycott 
of  all  Nestle  products  in  an  effort  to  force 
a  change  of  policy.  Their  decisions  are 
understandable,  to  be  respected  as  well- 
intentioned,  and  consistent  with  the  usual 
style  of  many  religious  groups  in  recent 
years. 

GCOM  and  its  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force,  however,  are  demonstrating  what 
should  be  obvious  to  those  who  seek  to 
follow  and  represent  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ:  polemical  confrontation  is 
not  always  the  best  way  to  accomplish 
one’s  purpose.  Jesus  taught  His  followers 
that  the  normative  way  of  dealing  with 
adversaries  is  with  love  and  forgiveness, 
and  the  normative  goal  in  any  dispute  is 
reconciliation.  Methodologies  such  as  a 
boycott  may  be  justified  in  some 
circumstances,  but  only  as  a  last  resort. 

It  is  quite  possible,  of  course,  that 
Nestle  officials  might  not  have  worked  so 
diligently  in  addressing  the  United 
Methodist  task  force’s  concerns  had  it 
not  been  under  the  boycott  pressure  of 
several  other  groups.  But  it  also  is 
possible,  that  the  controversy  could  have 
been  resolved  sooner  if  Nestle’s  critics 
had  been  less  confrontational  in 
orientation. 

By  refusing  to  align  itself  with  the 
forces  of  polarization,  the  GCOM’s  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force  has  appropriately 
sought  to  revive  the  ancient  and  often 
ignored  art  of  Christian  mediation  and 
conciliation.  And  there  are  signs  that 
their  efforts  are  producing  desirable 
results.  We  will  know  more  in  December 
when  the  documentation  of  policy 
changes  promised  by  Nestle  is  either 
received  or  not  received  by  the  task 
force. 

By  July  of  1982,  when  the  task  force’s 
report  and  recommendations  are  due,  it 
is  possible  that  enough  indications  of  bad 
faith  and  continued  unscrupulous 
marketing  practices  by  Nestle  will  have 
been  accumulated  for  the  task  force  to 
encourage  United  Methodists  to  join  an 
all-out  boycott  of  Nestle  products.  If  so, 
such  a  recommendation  to  boycott  would 
be  far  more  credible  to  far  more  people 
than  one  adopted  without  first  making 
every  effort  to  mediate  a  solution  to  the 
dispute. 

Meanwhile  we  urge  prayerful  patience 
while  the  mediating  efforts  continue.  And 
we  especially  urge  those  who  have 
already  opted  for  the  boycott  and  are 
now  engaged  in  strident  criticisms  of 
GCOM  to  examine  this  question:  which 
method  is  inherently  more  compatible 
with  Christian  teachings  —  boycott  or 
mediation? 

My  Witness 
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Here  I  Stand 

We  should  get  Halloween  out  of 
our  churches  and  Sunday  Schools 


OCTOBER  30, 1981 


By  ELIZABETH  GLIDDEN 

Ho  hum,  it’s  almost  Halloween  again. 
Time  to  take  our  children  —  who  we  hope 
will  behave  like  angels  —  dress  them  like 
devils,  and  send  them  out  to  collect 
candy,  which  may  contain  razor  blades, 
and  which  will  certainly  rot  their  teeth. 

While  it  appears  that  Halloween  may 
run  its  dreary  course  and  die  a  natural 
death  because  it  has  brought  out  the 
worst  in  people,  I  think  we  should  not 
wait  for  that  demise  but  take  an  active 
part  in  getting  this  pseudo-holiday  out  of 
our  churches  and  back  to  the  folk-culture 
realm  from  which  it  came. 

I  was  amazed  the  other  day  to  read  a 
church  bulletin  which  lumped  Hallo¬ 
ween,  Thanksgiving,  and  Christmas  all 
together  as  "good  events  and  worth  our 
time  and  celebration.”  Thanksgiving, 
yes;  it’s  a  time  of  giving  thanks  to  God 
for  His  blessings.  And  Christmas  certain¬ 
ly  —  we  could  afford  to  celebrate  the 
birth  of  Jesus,  not  just  once  a  year 
but  every  day. 

But  Halloween?  That  is  in  a  different 
spiritual  realm  altogether.  In  a  time 
when  witches,  gurus,  and  spiritualism  are 
on  the  ascendancy,  and  a  rising  tide  of  the 
occult  threatens  to  bury  us,  we  need  to 
reconsider  what  the  Bible  says  about 
such  things. 


Witches  and  all  forms  of  the  occult, 
Deuteronomy  tells  us,  are  an 
abomination  to  God.  Fortune  telling  and 
divination  by  any  means  are  forbidden 
(Deut.  18:9-14).  Looking  to  any  other 
form  of  supernatural  guidance  rather 
than  that  which  comes  from  God  through 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  living 
contrary  to  God’s  laws  and  is  far  below 
our  inheritance  as  Christians  (Gal.  4:8- 
10).  Sorcerers  are  linked  together  with 
idolaters,  murders,  fornicators  and  liars 
among  those  who  have  no  place  in  God’s 
kingdom  (Rev.  22:14-15). 

Why,  then,  have  we  Christians  in  this 
generation  gotten  so  lax  in  the  message 
we  are  (intentionally  or  unintentionally) 
conveying  to  our  children?  I  heard  of  one 
church  (not  UM)  where  the  youth  group, 
by  invitation,  came  to  Sunday  morning 
worship  in  their  Halloween  costumes. 
Dressed  as  devils,  witches,  and 
monsters,  they  went  into  the  chancel  to 
report  to  the  congregation  on  their 
UNICEF  collection.  I  have  nothing 
against  UNICEF,  which  does  much  good, 
but  it  will  be  surprising  if  any  of  those 
youngsters  have  any  idea  why  they 
should  not  go  to  seances,  read 
horoscopes,  or  use  Ouija  boards,  since 
their  elders  probably  don’t  know  either. 

We  cannot  stop  the  world  from 
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celebrating  Halloween  as  it  wishes  to. 
But  we  can  certainly  get  it  out  of 
churches,  Sunday  Schools,  and  youth 
groups. 

Furthermore,  if  we  feel  we  must 
render  to  Caesar  what  is  Caesar’s  by- 
letting  our  children  participate  in  school 
Halloween  parties,  we  can  select  their 
costumes  with  care,  so  they  won’t  be 
glorifying  the  occult  —  and  tell  them 
why. 

And  let  us  give  them  something  better 
to  do  at  that  season,  so  they  will  not  feel 
too  deprived.  Let  there  be  potluck 
dinners,  harvest  parties,  hayrides; 
square  dances,  and  games  of  a  non¬ 
occult  nature. 

Finally,  let  all  of  us  —  parents  and 
children  alike  —  have  the  true  joy  in  our 
hearts  that  comes  from  knowing  the  will 
of  God  and  doing  it,  even  at  some 
temporary  inconvenience  to  ourselves 
and  at  the  risk  of  running  counter  to  the 
murky  values  of  our  troubled 
civilization.  And  let  us  begin  now! 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Elizabeth  Glidden,  attends 
Evangelical  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bloomington,  Illinois. 


Japanese  internment  was  a  necessary  action 


To  the  Editor 

Thousands  of  American  boys  gave 
their  lives  in  World  War  II  defending  our 
country  from  the  Japanese. 

Patriotic  people  appreciate  the 
sacrifices  made  by  our  boys  and  by  their 
families.  Others  like  the  writer  of  your 
Sept.  25  editorial  headlined  "Study  of 
Japanese- Americans’  internment  should 
bring  changes”  seem  to  have  forgotten 
that  Defensive  Driving  reduces 
accidents. 

The  internment  of  persons  of  Japanese 
descent  after  Pearl  Harbor  ...  do  you 
remember  Pearl  Harbor  ...  the  sneak 
attack  by  the  Japanese  which  killed 
many  more  of  our  boys  ...  the  boys  are 
still  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

The  internment  of  the  Japanese  was  a 
defensive  move  to  save  lives  of  both 
Americans  and  Japanese.  The  persons  of 
Japanese  descent  should  give  thanks  — 
and  many  of  them  do  —  for  the 
internment  and  the  saving  of  their  lives. 

Had  the  Japanese  been  left  to  wander 


The  ‘bracketing  of  problems’  allows 
us  to  continue  our  Christian  growth 


By  DR.  JACK  NEUFELD 
"Why  does  God  allow  suffering?” 
"Why  should  I  believe  the  Bible?” 
"Hell?’’  “If  he’s  a  Christian,  then  I  don’t 
want  any  part  of  it.” 

Many  spiritual  questions  and  concepts 
such  as  these  can  trip  us  up,  and  tempt  us 
to  turn  away  from  the  whole  of  religion. 
It  is  as  though  all  ideas  are  concrete 
blocks  and  a  crooked  one  makes  the 
whole  wall  crooked.  We  stand  there  with 
the  unfitting  block  (idea),  immobilized. 

The  July,  1981,  issue  of  "Psychology 
Today”  has  an  answer  to  this  dilemma. 
Howard  Gruber  in  an  article  entitled 
"Breakaway  Minds”  introduces  problem 
bracketing  “.  .  .  when  an  issue  is 
fundamental  but  cannot  be  settled  .  .  . 
put  it  aside  —  bracket  it ...”  (p.  69) . 

In  my  own  Christian  life,  I  have  found 
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"problem  bracketing”  very  helpful.  One 
area  which  is  still  in  brackets  is.  the 
Bible.  I  took  the  building  blocks 
approach  which  suggested  this  question 
had  to  be  entirely  settled  before  I  could 
be  an  effective  Christian.  But  it  proved 
too  stubborn  and  too  costly.  So  finally  I 
bracketed  this  conflict,  deciding  to  come 
back  to  it  later. 

Having  done  this,  I  began  to  read  the 
Bible  and  discovered  that  it  spoke  to  me. 
When  I  read  it,  I  received  power  from  it. 
The  passage  I  read  nearly  always  had  an 
application,  often  a  startling  answer  to 
the  day’s  problem.  Now  I  can’t  explain 
satisfactorily  why  the  Bible  is  the 
inspired  Word  of  God  or  its  apparent 
internal  contradictions  (Love  your 
enemies  on  the  one  hand  and  hell  fire  on 
the  other).  That  is  still  a  tightly- 
bracketed  question  for  me.  But  putting  it 
into  brackets,  admitting  that  I  was 
stymied,  allowed  me  to  go  on  reading  and 
benefiting  from  the  Bible  without  having 
resolved  why. 

Another  example  of  bracketing  is  the 
question  of  suffering.  How  can  a  loving 
God  allow  suffering?  Many  people  I  have 
talked  with  have  turned  their  backs  on 
God  and  the  church  because  they  could 
not  reconcile  belief  in  a  loving  God  who 
would  allow  undeserved  suffering.  In 
their  anger  they  dropped  the  suffering 
block  and  left  the  whole  business  of 
building.  They  appeared  to  be  so  hung  up 
on  this  issue  that  they  ceased  growing 
spiritually.  I  would  recommend  leaving 
that  particular  block  and  picking  up  and 


building  with  other  concepts  and  ideas 
Maybe  a  fitting  place  for  the  "suffering” 
block  would  be  found  later. 

Howard  Gruber  points  out  one  danger 
in  “problem  bracketing”:  “You  may 
bracket  .  .  .  something  you  could  have 
handled  had  you  not  put  it  on  hold”  (p. 
69) .  Bracketing  is  not  running  away  from 
the  problem.  It  is  not  hiding  one’s  head  in 
the  sand  like  an  ostrich.  Rather,  it  is  a 
temporary  holding  pattern  which  keeps 
you  from  knocking  your  head  against  an 
unyielding  stone  wall,  diverting  your 
energies  to  something  that  you  can 
move.  Later  you  come  back  to  the  stone 
wall.  I  have  found  that  when  I  let  up, 
insight  and  understanding  sometimes 
come  more  easily  —  like  looking  not 
directly  at  a  star. 

I  have  found  during  the  “peak”  times 
in  my  Christian  pilgrimage,  that  my 
heart  seems  to  expand.  I  understand, 
tolerate,  and  forgive  better.  Some 
brackets  diminish  or  even  disappear. 
When  I  am  in  a  judgmental  mood,  my 
mind  becomes  cloudy  —  and  my 
brackets  increase.  Love  clarifies. 

An  exciting  aspect  of  bracketing  is  that 
God  has  a  timetable  for  us  to  know.  "In 
the  fullness  of  time  .  .  .”  He  is  showering 
us  with  new  light(s)  all  the  time. 
Christianity  is  a  dynamic,  becoming 
event,  not  a  static  creed.  And  as  we 
struggle  to  know,  to  bracket  the  unknown 
or  unknowable,  we  can  look  to  the  day 
when  all  brackets  will  be  removed,  the 
last  piece  will  be  put  into  the  puzzle,  and 
we  shall  know  as  we  are  known. 


To  ask  4Oh  Lord,  why  me?’  reveals 
a  lifetime  of  untold  blessings 


By  FRANK  B.  FOWLER 

"Oh,  Lord,  why  me?” 

I  could  wonder  why  I  have  a  bad  leg 
which  keeps  me  from  walking,  and 
makes  it  painful  to  sit,  stand  or  move. 
Certainly  it  should  happen  to  someone 
else. 

But  "why  me”  for  untold  blessings. 

For  fifty  years  of  happy  life  with  a 
patient  and  loving  wife.  Why  have  I  been 
given  this  great  blessing? 

For  two  careers  which  provided  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  service  to  many,  and 
satisfaction  to  me  in  jobs  well  done,  even 
if  they  weren’t  very  important. 

For  employment,  for  through  57  years 
I  was  always  able  to  find  work  to  do. 

For  shelter,  clothing  and  food  which 
have  been  sufficient  for  my  needs. 

For  health,  which  has  been  good  in 
spite  of  recent  problems. 

For  an  education  which  was  free  or  I 
could  not  have  afforded  it,  but  which 
broadened  my  life. 

For  children  and  grandchildren,  even 


though  they  aren’t  like  me. 

For  travel  far  beyond  my  early  vision, 
which  has  been  one  of  my  many 
pleasures. 

For  friends,  relatives  and  assorted 
people. 

For  opportunities  to  serve  God  and  His 
church. 

"Why  me,  O  Lord?”  , 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
faith.  This  week's  contributors  are  Dr. 
Jack  Neufeld,  associate  professor  of 
education  at  Moorhead  State  University 
in  Moorhead.  Minnesota  (Minnesota  Con¬ 
ference)  and  Frank  B.  Fowler,  a  member 
of  Kedron  UMC  in  Morton,  Pennsylvania 
( Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


around  after  Pearl  Harbor,  many  of 
them  would  have  been  killed  by  loyal 
American  people. 

Let  us  again  give  thanks  for  our 
nation’s  policy  of  "Defensive  Driving” 
and  the  saving  of  lives  of  both  the 
Japanese  and  American  people. 

Hisses  on  uninformed  editorial 
writers! 

Howard  T.  Adkison 

Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 

Internment  best  for  both 
Japan  ese  and  our  country 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  following  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest,  a  little  anger  and  a  certain 
revulsion  the  current  effort  of  a  small 
group  of  “Americans  of  Japanese 
ancestry”  to  try  and  extort  from  the 
beleagured  American  taxpayer  some 
sort  of  reparations  for  what  they  call 
“injustices”  in  their  treatment  during 
World  War  II.  United  Methodists  who 
seem  determined  to  make  this  a  personal 
crusade  are  the  Reverends  Lloyd  Wake 
and  Roy  Sano,  and  Congressman  Norm 
Mineta.  If  all  the  claims  these  peoples 
make  are  true  why  do  you  suppose  they 
have  waited  over  40  years  to  make  all 
this  noise? 

Most  of  those  interned  were  fed  well, 
treated  fairly  under  the  circumstances, 
and  given  the  opportunity  to  go  further 
East  and  re-settle.  I’m  sure  that  in 
settling  their  property  claims  some  few 
may  have  been  treated  unfairly,  but  in 
this  country  they  must  know  that  the 
wheels  of  Government  bureaucracy  do 
not  always  run  smoothly.  However,  I’m 
equally  sure  that  most  of  the 
exaggerated  claims  they  make  today 
result  from  oft-repeated  tales  of  their 
elders  and  good  press  hyperbole.  Most  of 
the  people  making  all  the  fuss  today  are 
in  their  40’s  and  had  to  have  been  very 
small  children  or  babies  during  the 
internment  period. 

In  40  years  many  peoples’  memories 
fade  but  World  War  II  started  when 
Japan  destroyed  our  first  line  fleet  at 
Pearl  Harbor  in  a  sneak  attack.  Most 
military  strategists  now  know  that  we 
were  at  that  time  far  more  vulnerable  to 
a  further  attack  along  the  West  coast 
than  anyone  knew  then.  We  were  "on  the 
ropes”  and  many  quick  decisions  had  to 
be  made  which,  in  retrospect,  don’t  seem 
exactly  wise,  but  in  this  case  I  think  our 
leaders  had  no  real  choice.  Who  could  tell 
at  a  time  like  that  where  the  loyalties  of 
ethnic  Japanese  Americans  lay?  With 
our  immigration  policies  and  practically 
non-existent  system  of  personal  identi¬ 
fication  who  really  knew  “who  was 
who?”  Dr.  Sano  admits  half  his  family 
were  "on  the  other  side.”  After  Pearl 
Harbor  all  Americans  were  outraged. 
Public  sentiment  was  deadly  against 
anyone  who  even  looked  like  a  Japanese. 
I’m  certain  that  the  policy  of  segregating 
them  at  the  time  was  the  best  thing  for 
them  and  for  the  country,  and  I  applaud 
Sen.  Sam  Hayakawa  for  his  similar 
stand. 

Let’s  not  kid  ourselves  about  these 
peoples’  motives.  This  is  just  another 
example  of  a  greedy  American  minority 
trying  to  make  an  easy  buck  off  the 
taxpayers.  I  can  only  hope  our 
legislature  will  not  fall  for  this  in  view  of 
all  the  trouble  the  country  is  already  in. 
These  special  interest  group 
"giveaways”  have  to  stop! 

I’ll  admit  to  a  certain  special  interest 
in  all  this  and  certainly  I’m  a  little  bitter. 

I  am  a  survivor  of  Bataan  and 
Corregidor  fighting  and  three  and  a  half 
years  in  Japanese  Prison  camps  in  the 
Philippines  and  Mukden,  Manchuria 
where  in  the  first  year  over  a  third  of  my 
buddies  died  of  mistreatment,  abuse,  and 
malnutrition  diseases.  Tell  me  more 
about  MISTREATMENT! 

Bart  Pinson 

San  Lorenzo,  California 

Abolition  of  war 

is  church’s  top  duty 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  express  what  has  been  so  long 
in  my  heart  and  mind  as  to  the  role  of  the 
church  in  these  times. 


I  believe  that  the  supreme  duty  of  the 
church  in  the  world  today  is  to  work  for 
the  total  abolition  of  war.  All  other  roles 
pale  in  comparison  with  that. 

Individually  and  as  a  church,  we  are 
called  upon  to  witness  against  the 
monstrous  evil  of  war  (in  our  times  — - 
nuclear  war  which  could  put  an  end  to  all 
life).  The  nuclear  arms  race  must  be 
stopped  and  nuclear  weapons  abolished 
for  they  are  “a  demonic  reversal  of  the 
creator’s  power  of  giving  life.” 

We  must  rely  on  faith  and  prayer  for 
our  security  instead  of  missiles;  on  the 
loving  care  of  the  One  who  gives  and 
sustains  life. 

Jesus  demonstrated  His  sublime 
teaching  of  non-violence  by  accepting 
death  on  the  cross.  The  cross  not  only 
stands  for  Christ’s  taking  upon  Himself 
the  sins  of  all  but  calls  upon  us  to  accept 
persecution  if  necessary  at  the  hand  of 
political  authorities  for  the  revolutionary 
message  of  the  Christian  gospel  —  love  of 
God  and  neighbor,  which  transcends  all 
divisions. 

The  nuclear  arms  race  can  be  stopped 
and  war  outlawed.  This  depends  on  our 
response  to  the  cross  which  is  at  the 
center  of  the  gospel.  Life  itself  depends 
onit  Eleanor  Ostroff 

Stoughton,  Massachusetts 

UM  staffer’s  Solidarity 
involvement  challenged 

To  the  Editor : 

I  am  no  longer  surprised  when  I  learn 
such  things  as  that  our  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  a  staff  member 
with  the  title,  "director  for  social  and 
economic  justice,”  or  that  the  current 
occupant  of  that  position,  the  Rev. 
George  Ogle,  joined  the  Solidarity  Day 
protest  of  President  Reagan’s  social 
programs  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  18  and  Sept. 
25). 

However,  I  was  shocked  with  the  tone 
of  the  article,  which  implied  that  his 
participation  was  as  a  United  Methodist, 
rather  than  as  an  individual. 

Many  United  Methodists,  who  collec¬ 
tively  help  pay  Rev.  Ogle’s  salary, 
believe  Mr.  Reagan’s  programs  are 
proper,  and  are  not  interested  in  an 
apportioned  amount  of  their  tithes 
supporting  an  opposite  political  philo¬ 
sophy.  In  the  interest  of  keeping  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  "united,”  our  staff 
members  should  spend  more  of  their 


working  hours  promoting  Jesus,  and 
remember  to  take  off  their  United 
Methodist  hats  when  they  begin  to  take 
sides  in  politics. 

Or,  as  your  interpretive  analysis  in  the 
same  issue  stated  in  criticizing  the 
Religious  New  Right,  “we  similarly  urge 
that  (political  positions  and  religious 
convictions)  be  clearly  distinguished  in 
order  to  protect  the  integrity  of  both  our 
faith  and  our  political  system.”  Such 
statements  apply  equally  to  the  Religious 
Left. 

Gary  W.  Cumbie 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Ultimate  trust  should  not 
be  in  a  labor  union 

To  the  Editor: 

Most  of  us  have  friends  who  vow 
loyalty  both  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  some 
labor  union. 

Organized  labor  probably  has  done 
more  than  anything  else  to  spread  the 
wealth  of  our  great  nation.  The  labor 
movement  has  been  a  tremendous 
blessing  and  we  still  owe  much  to  its 
effectiveness.  But  our  primary  loyalty 
must  be  to  God  rather  than  the  cause  qf 
labor,  however  noble  our  aim. 

In  our  area  of  Illinois  recently,  union 
mine  workers  were  reported  to  be 
destroying  fences  and  autos.  Fires  were 
set  and  firemen  hindered.  Can  we 
accomplish  good  by  such  violence?  The 
New  Testament  answers  with  a  ringing 
"NO.”  See  Matthew  5:38-48  and  Romans 
12:9-23.  Jesus  knew  that  we  reap  what  we 
sow.  To  sow  violence  will  not  produce 
compliance  with  the  law  and  peace. 
Instead,  it  will  multiply  resistance, 
hatred  and  possibly  death.  The  means 
determine  the  end. 

When  foreign  terrorists  use  violence 
we  see  clearly  how  horrible  it  is.  God  also 
condemns  our  destruction  of  property 
and  threatening  of  people  —  even  though 
we  may  expect  good  to  come  of  it.  When 
union  condones  such  behavior,  maybe, 
just  maybe,  we  should  picket  the  union. 

Our  democratic  society  has 
guaranteed  the  right  of  PEACEFUL 
protest,  including  the  right  to  picket  and 
to  strike.  But  to  “force”  a  company  to 
hire  union  labor  is  to  deny  that  ours  is  a 
free  country.  Our  trust  should  not  be  in  a 
union  (or  an  employer)  but  in  God  and 
His  righteousness. 

PhilE.  Prince 

_  West  Frankfort,  Illinois 
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Providing  A  Reason  For  HOPE! 


Observed  on  o  new  dote,  Student 
Day  still  provides  primary  support 
for  STUDENT  LOANS  AND  SCHOLAR¬ 
SHIPS. 

Receipts  from  the  Student  Day 
offering  continue  to  offer  hope  — 
□  To  2.000  students  who  benefit 
from  United  Methodist  loons  ond 
scholarships. 

D  To  their  families  who  receive 
assistance  that  often  mokes  pos¬ 


sible  higher 
children. 


education  for  their 


□  To  United  Methodist  colleges 
ond  universities  helping  them  at¬ 
tract  gifted  ond  talented  students 
through  the  availability  of  United 
Methodist  loons  ond  scholarships. 

□  To  churches  ond  communities 
which  ore  enriched  through  trained 
ond  educated  clergy,  educators  ond 
other  skilled  leaders. 


STUDENT 

■dayH 

OFFERING 


For  further  Information  contact: 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards  Office  of  Loons  ond 
Scholarships.  P.O.  Dox  671 .  Nashville. 
TN  37202  -  Call  (61 5)  327-2700 
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Muzorewa: 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  -  The  United 
Methodist  bishop  in  Zimbabwe  sent  two 
communications  to  TM/UMR  last  week 
in  which  he  labeled  political  charges 
against  him  as  “preposterous  rubbish’’ 
and  tried  to  bury  criticism  directed  at 
him  by  denominational  staff  persons  in 
the  United  States. 

Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  who  also 
heads  the  opposition  political  party 
(UANC)  in  Zimbabwe,  talked  to 
TM/UMR  by  phone  earlier  this  month 
about  informal  charges  against  him  by 
Prime  Minister  Robert  Mugabe  (see 
TM/UMR,  Oct.  16). 

Last  week,  Mr.  Mugabe’s  appointed 
president  was  in  St.  Paul  speaking  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Zimbabwe  President  Canaan  Banana 
told  directors  that  black  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  his  country 
“have  created  a  credibility  gap  for  the 
gospel  and  hampered  the  ability  of  the 
church  to  communicate  the  gospel 
meaningfully.” 

While  not  specifically  identifying  the 
church’s  leader  by  name,  President 
Banana  was  obviously  referring  to 
Bishop  Muzorewa. 

The  president  is  himself  a  British 
Methodist  minister  who  studied  at  UM- 
related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington. 

Mr.  Banana  said  the  “church  must 
conform  to  the  new  order.” 

TM/UMR  talked  to  a  Zimbabwe 
layman  about  the  president’s  statement. 
Nathan  Goto,  a  director  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  he  questioned  the 
“conforming”  statement  and  wondered 
how  it  will  be  determined  if  the 
Zimbabwe  church  is  conforming  to  “the 
new  order"  and  if  that  will  include 
attempts  by  the  government  to  dictate 
what  preachers  may  say.  He  said  he 
believes  there  always  should  be  freedom 
of  worship  and  a  freedom  of  choice  for 
people  to  be  United  Methodists. 

Zimbabwe  newspapers  have  carried 
many  stories  recently  about  “the  urgent 
need  for  a  one-party  state”  which  is 
being  pressed  by  Prime  Minister 
Mugabe.  Mr.  Goto  said  he  wonders  if  the 
attacks  against  the  bishop  will  increase. 

One  of  Bishop  Muzorewa’s 
communications  was  a  statement 
addressing  charges  by  Prime  Minister 
Mugabe  that  the  Bishop  had  sent  some 
5,000  supporters  to  South  Africa  to 


sabotage  or  overthrow  the  government, 
and  that  the  bishop’s  UANC  holds  secret 
meetings. 

The  Bishop  said  in  a  three-page 
statement  that  the  accusations  “are  not 
only  false  but  preposterous  rubbish.” 

Bishop  eschews  violence 

He  said  UANC  officials,  in  a  meeting 
after  the  1980  election  with  the  prime 
minister  “assured  him  of  a  constructive 
and  responsible  opposition  but  also  of 
cooperation  to  consolidate  the  nation’s 
independence  ...  we  made  it  abundantly 
clear  our  method  would  be  democratic 
and  constitutional,  as  opposed  to  armed 
and  violent  methods.” 

He  reported  another  meeting  with  the 
Prime  Minister  (Jan.  17,  1981)  was  held 
because  of  persistent  propaganda  and 
accusations.  During  this  meeting,  the 
Prime  Minister  said  his  own 
investigations  had  satisfied  him  that  the 
UANC  had  not  recruited,  sponsored, 
financed  or  given  political  guidance  to 
persons  who  had  gone  to  South  Africa. 
The  Bishop  said  the  Prime  Minister’s 
recent  turn-about  was  puzzling  with  Mr. 
Mugabe  telling  rallies  in  August  and 
September  there  was  “imminent  peril  of 
invasion  by  Muzorewa’s  5,000  men  in 
South  Africa.” 

The  Bishop  attributes  the  turn-about  to 
an  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  UANC  and 
him  as  a  political  threat  because  the 
government  is  losing  popular  support  as 
prices  increase  and  there  are  food  and 
fuel  shortages. 

President  Banana,  on  the  other  hand, 
told  Global  Ministries  directors  that 
since  Zimbabwe  became  free,  the 
Mugabe  government  has  “in  respect  of 
God,  embodied  the  biblical  messages” 
into  a  national  policy  of  reconciliation 
with  “miraculous  results”  of  equality, 
racial  harmony  and  food  for  all. 

“We  can  boast  of  the  cleanest  record  of 
human  rights  in  the  world,”  he  said,  with 
no  political  prisoners  or  detainees. 
However,  the  president  said,  the  nation 
lacks  technology  and  capital.  He  thanked 
the  American  government  and  people  for 
their  contributions. 

The  president,  who  was  heavily 
guarded  by  secret  service  agents  and 
security,  commended  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  for  its  lasting  contribution  of 
schools,  hospitals,  clinics  and  churches 
TO  Zimbabwe’s  “national  development 
and  advancement.  ’  ’ 

The  church  in  Zimbabwe,  the  president 


Zimbabwe  bishop's  government  at  t  arks 
him  before  UM  mission  board.  He 
blisters  critics  in  report  to  TM/UMR. 


said,  must  “give  up  its  imported  image 
and  acquire  an  indigenous  identity  ...” 
He  said  that  will  require  a  new  theology 
of  reality  .  .  .  “not  ivory  tower  thinkers 
cooking  theology  up  there  and  then 
dishing  it  out  down  below .” 

Secondly,  “the  power  must  go  to  the 
people”  with  bishops  no  longer 
exercising  autocratic  rule.  Third,  the 
church  should  become  totally  involved  in 
national  development  programs  and  not 
stand  aloof.  Fourth,  the  church  should 
become  an  interpreter  of  the  social 
system  “for  the  benefit  of  all.” 

But,  he  concluded,  American 
Christians  need  to  set  their  own  house  in 
order  first  by  correcting  its  refugee 
problem  —  not  boat  people  but  refugees 
in  the  ghettoes. 

The  official  was  not  in  the  U.S.  in  an 
official  capacity  and  refused  to  answer 
any  questions  from  the  press. 

Bishop  Muzorewa’s  second 
communication  to  TM/UMR  —  a  letter  to 
his  colleague  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  related  “good 
news”  about  the  church  in  Zimbabwe 
which  he  said  has  shown  significant 
change  in  the  last  nine  months.  But  he 
also  chastised  some  representatives  in 
the  United  Methodist  party  that  went  to 
•his  country  last  January  for  implying  on 
their  return  “that  the  church  in 
Zimbabwe  is  run  by  a  bunch  of  crooks." 
He  especially  singled  out  Joyce  Sohl, 
treasurer  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division,  for  recommending 
that  funds  be  withheld  from  Zimbabwe 
because  of  two  instances  of  fund 
redesignation. 

“Fund  redesignation”  explained 

The  Bishop  gave  a  detailed  account  of 
how  funds  designated  for  a  water  system 
at  Nyakatsapa  Girls’  Homecraft  Center 
were  made  at  the  request  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Zimbabwe  who 
wanted  the  funds  used  to  construct  a 
classroom  instead.  He  said  the  situation 
which  involved  $14,750  led  to  Ms.  Sohl’s 
recommending  punishment  through 
withdrawal  of  financial  support. 

Another  incident  involved  $64,000  in 
medical  funds  which  were  used  to  pay  off 
indebtedness. 

He  claimed  that  all  these  actions  were 
conducted  properly  and  that  he  reported 
to  Global  Ministries  executives  that  “the 
fact  that  medical  institutions  were  kept 
running  during  the  war  by  funding  them 


Wedding  features  bride  with  sliorl  train 

ERWIN,  Tenn.  —  When  C.  Nadine  Dolezal  and  Donald  J. 

McGrady  decided  to  get  coupled  this  month,  it  took  an  F- 
type  diesel  engine  to  do  it. 

Norman  Wilhoit,  pastor  of  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  here  (leaning  out  window),  performed  the  wedding 
ceremony  in  the  Clinchfield  Railroad’s  diesel  locomotive 
No.  200. 

The  newlyweds,  both  train  buffs  and  United  Methodists, 
live  in  Kansas.  She  is  a  high  school  teacher.  He  is  an 
employee  of  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  They  wrote 
Clinchfield’s  General  Manager  John  Thomas,  an  active 


Centenary  member,  asking  permission  to  be  married  in  old 
No.  200. 

Mr.  Thomas  not  only  gave  his  blessing  but  secured  a 
lounge  car  in  which  to  host  the  reception.  The  wedding  ring 
was  a  handmade  replica  of  an  F-type  diesel  with  a  diamond 
in  the  headlight.  The  wedding  cake  was  the  same  shape. 

The  young  couple  were  convinced  they’d  started  their 
marriage  on  the  right  track. 


Story  and  photo  from  the  Holston  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


China's  request  first  since  1 949 


UMCOR  prepares  food  gift  to  China 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  Within  30  days  rice 
bowls  ill  flood  and  drought-ravaged 
China  will  get  something  to  fill  them  as 
the  result  of  $25,000  voted  here  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

“This  is  the  first  time  since  Oct.  1, 1949, 
that  the  People’s  Republic  of  China  has 
asked  for  outside  aid,”  said  UMCOR’s 
executive,  the  Rev.  Harry  Haines.  China 
appealed  to  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  (FAO)  of  the  United 
Nations,  and  the  aid  money  voted  here 
will  be  distributed  through  Red  Cross 
channels  to  the  Chinese  government. 

“They  did  not  appeal  to  the  churches,” 
Dr.  Haines  explained,  but  the  world’s 
churches  have  chosen  to  respond. 
Donations  are  going  from  New  Zealand, 
the  Netherlands,  Thailand,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  West  Germany  in  addition 
to  the  U.S.  churches. 

Dr.  Haines,  who  also  is  chairman  of 
Church  World  Service  —  the  relief  and 
rehabilitation  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  —  said  $80,000  has 


been  given  by  U.S.  Protestants  for 
“immediate  food  purchases.”  He  said 
use  of  the  funds  will  be  monitored. 

The  Chinese  Christian  Council  was 
notified  that  world  churches  intended  to 
provide  aid  through  the  UN,  Dr.  Haines 
reported.  Council  spokesman  Bishop  K. 
H.  Ting  said  the  council  has  no  objection 
“so  long  as  the  aid  doesn’t  have  to  come 
through  Chinese  churches.” 

The  reasons  are  two-fold,  Dr.  Haines 
said.  “The  Chinese  churches  are  so 
newly  reorganized  that  they  lack  an 
infrastructure  for  distribution  of  relief. 
Also  they  don’t  want  to  be  identified  as  an 
agency  which  can  get  money  from 
outside  the  country.” 

Dr.  Haines  said  the  August  floods  this 
year  in  Szechuan  Province  —  “the  rice 
bowl”  of  China  —  greatly  affected  the 
rice  supply.  Some  10  million  were 
affected  by  the  floods,  about  1,000  died 
and  over  one  million  homes  were 
destroyed.  A  Church  World  Service 
memo  reports  that  130,000  hectares  of 
crops  were  completely  washed  out  in  this 
Yangtze  River  basin  area  of  Southwest 
China. 


China  experienced  serious  droughts  in 
1980,  a  disaster  which  also  is  receiving 
some  international  response  through  the 
United  Nations. 

In  another  China-related  action  here, 
the  directors  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
adopted  a  document  outlining  the 
theological  and  faith  understandings  of 
church-to-church  relations.  The  16-page 
document  recommends  that  United 
Methodists  learn  about  the  Christian 
community  in  China  and  realize  that 
something  new  is  called  for  —  not  just 
“business  as  usual”  in  relation  to  China. 

The  document  reaffirms  working 
ecumenically  with  other  denominations. 
It  also  says  steps  should  be  taken  to  have 
the  1984  General  Conference  “affirm  the 
post-denominational  character  of  the 
church,  its  autonomy  and  unity”  in 
China. 

The  paper  essentially  reaffirms  the 
several  principles  adopted  in  October 
1979  at  the  first  consultation  and  at 
a  second  in  January,  1981 . 

- SHARON  MIELKE 


with  non-medical  funds  is  completely 
ignored.” 

He  also  reacted  to  a  report  that  women 
on  the  Zimbabwe  Board  of  Finance  and 
Coordination  “had  no  voice”  because  of 
what  Ms.  Sohl  termed  “the  Bishop’s 
men.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  the  board  has  a 
membership  of  one-third  laywomen,  one- 
third  laymen  and  one-third  pastors 

The  bishop  also  informed  his  colleague 
bishops  that  physical  reconstruction  of 
churches,  schools  and  hospitals  damaged 
during  the  war  is  progressing  more 
slowly  than  anticipated  because  less  than 
half  the  money  urged  in  the  Zimbabwe 
appeal  has  been  forthcoming.  The  appeal 
issued  by  the  General  Conference  was  for 
$800,000  and  was  later  raised  to  $1 
million.  He  said  UMs  in  Europe  have 
provided  substantial  assistance  but  that 
the  U.S.  church  has  not  “assisted  in  the 
manner  of  which  we  know  it  is  capable.” 

Mr.  Goto,  a  district  lay  leader,  told 
TM/UMR  in  St.  Paul  that  a  year  ago  he 
would  have  said  “our  church  is  almost 
dying.”  But  today,  only  12  out  of  274 
churches  remain  closed  and  the  signs  of 
vitality  in  the  church  are  “most 
encouraging.” 

He  pointed  out  that  this  year’s 
Thanksgiving  offering  had  almost 
doubled  over  last  year.  The  trend  is  up  as 
people  are  returning  to  church  and 
questions  about  church  leadership  seem 
to  be  settled,  he  said. 


Korean  church  opens 
new  era,  will  send 
missionaries  to  U.S. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  A  new  era  in 
mission  will  begin  next  year  when  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  sends 
missionaries  to  the  United  States, 
church  mission  officials  said  here  last 
week. 

“The  Koreans  see  the  U.S.  as  a 
place  to  -send  missioners,”  said  Ann 
Pfisterer,  president  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  “And  we  will 
have  the  opportunity  of  understanding 
what  ‘mutuality  in  mission'  is  all 
about.” 

Actually,  the  move  grew  out  of 
mutually  agreed  to  decisions  between 
the  U.S.  church  and  the  Korean 
church  arrived  at  during  two 
consultations.  The  consultations 
concerned  the  700,000  Korean 
Americans  living  in  the  U.S.  and  the 
30,000  new  immigrants  arriving 
annually.  They  are  the  fastest 
growing  ethnic  group,  according  to 
the  1980  census. 

Scheduled  to  begin  in  1982,  the 
program  of  sending  Korean 
missioners  for  five-year  stints  to  the 
United  States  is  to  continue  at  least 
until  1990  The  Korean  church  will  re¬ 


cruit  and  train  these  “missioners”  and 
pay  their  travel  and  pension.  Once 
here,  the  National  Division,  local 
congregation  and  annual  conference 
will  have  responsibility  for  salary, 
benefits  and  housing. 

This  new  development  should 
remind  United  Methodists  that  we 
need  to  have  structures  that  receive 
newcomers,  said  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  the  mission  agency’s  top 
executive. 

“Mission  is  on  our  doorstep  in  terms 
of  immigrants,”  Dr.  Nugent  said.  The 
general  secretary  said  questions  also 
need  to  be  asked  about  how  U.S. 
systems  may  be  supporting  or 
creating  the  systems  that  lead  people 
to  emigrate. 

In  the  case  of  the  Koreans,  the 
board’s  study  suggests,  they  migrate 
to  the  U.S.  for  the  purpose  of  “more 
religious  freedom,  better  opportunity 
for  life  and  for  the  mission  of  God. " 

Korean  American  ministries  have 
been  growing  as  the  more  than  120 
churches  indicate.  Twenty  new  UM 
congregations  have  been  developed 
annually  among  Korean  Americans 
since  1976. 

-  SHARON  MIELKE 


Directors  nix  lesbian  appointment 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  During  a  two-hour 
closed-door  session,  a  lesbian  fired  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  in 
1979,  lost  her  bid  for  appointment  as  a 
deaconess  by  a  vote  of  25  to  14  in  a  second 
division. 

Joan  Clark,  who  is  employed  as  the 
program  coordinator  for  the  Ecumenical 
Women’s  Center  in  Chicago,  was 
recommended  for  appointment  by  the 
denomination’s  Deaconess  and  Home 
Missionary  Committee  at  its  May 
meeting.  The  vote  was  12  to  nine  with  one 
abstention.  The  recommendation,  which 
committee  chairman  Bishop  Roy  Clark 
of  the  Columbia  (S.  C. )  Area,  said  he  could 


not  support,  was  referred  to  the  directors 
of  the  National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  a  vote  to 
either  uphold  or  overturn.  They  turned  it 
down  last  week. 

Arguments  in  support  of  Ms.  Clark 
were  presented  by  Ginena  Wills, 
president  of  Northeast  Jurisdiction 
United  Methodist  Women.  She  argued  for 
Ms.  Clark’s  “effective  ministry”  in  her 
present  position. 

Bishop  Clark  told  the  press  his  reason 
for  not  supporting  her  appointment  was 
that  “the  General  Conference  has  clearly 
enough  expressed  a  position  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  that  we  do  not 
condone  homosexuality.  It  is  my 
judgement  that  all  aspects  of  the  church’s 


ministry  ought  to  operate  within  that 
guideline.” 

Ms.  Clark  will  continue  as  a  deaconess 
on  leave  of  absence  until  Sept.  21,  1982, 
when  she  will  automatically  be  termi¬ 
nated  as  a  deaconess,  according  to  the 
committee’s  guidelines  which  provide 
for  a  leave  of  absence  of  three  years' 
duration. 

The  committee  is  developing  a  new  set 
of  standards  for  deaconesses.  The 
president  of  the  National  Division,  Ann 
Pfisterer  said  she  “would  not  predict” 
that  they  would  be  any  more  precise  than 
the  present  guidelines  as  applied  to  the 
situation. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


Chinese  Christians  beg 
halt  to  Bible  smuggling 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Bible-smuggling  into 
China  —  like  a  recent  highly  publicized 
episode  —  is  “a  humiliating  hoax”  that 
“discredits  the  church  in  China  as  well  as 
the  universal  church,”  six  Chinese 
Christian  leaders  said  here  last  week. 

They  were  members  of  the  first 
Chinese  Christian  delegation  to  visit  the 
United  States  since  the  beginning  of  the 
so-called  Cultural  Revolution  in  the  ’60s. 

The  Christian  church  in  China  was 
allowed  by  the  government  to  begin 
printing  Chinese  Bibles  two  years  ago, 
they  said.  In  addition,  Chinese  citizens 
are  free  to  receive  gift  Bibles  from  other 
nations  through  the  mail,  they  said. 

So  what  is  the  reason  for  Brother  An¬ 
drew  International  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  raising  more  than  $6  million  to  stage 
the  smuggling  of  more  than  a  million 
Bibles  into  China  recently,  they  asked. 

Time  magazine  devoted  an  entire  page 
of  its  Oct.  19  issue  describing  the  operation 
“executed  with  military  precision.” 

“It  makes  people  in  China  think 
Christianity  is  dangerous  and  that  the 
Bible  is  contraband,"  said  Han  Wen-zao, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the  China 
Christian  Council. 

“We  can  be  sure  our  Chinese  leaders 
will  see  these  American  stories,”  he  said. 
“And  they  will  think,  ‘How  political  and 
threatening  Western  Christianity  is.’  The 
terms  in  the  stories  are  military  terms, 
not  missionary  terms.” 

The  Christian  leaders  know  well  what 
can  happen  when  Christianity  is 
considered  a  foreign  religion.  During  the 
10-year  Cultural  Revolution  that  ended  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  churches  were 
closed,  Christian  services  banned, 
ministers  placed  under  house  arrest  and 
forced  into  factories  and  religious 
literature  burned,  they  explained. 

Now,  under  new  Communist  Party 
leadership,  religious  freedom  again  is 
guaranteed,  they  said. 

The  Chinese  Christians  said  they 
rejoice  that  the  Chinese  church  is  a  part 
of  the  body  of  Christ  with  the  churches  of 
all  other  nations.  But  they  said  they  must 
work  diligently  to  show  their 
government’s  leaders  as  well  as  any 
persons  whom  they  wish  to  convert  that 
the  church  is  not  an  outside  movement 
but  truly  Chinese. 

One  essential  method,  they  said,  is  for 
people  to  see  that  the  Bible  is  something 
printed  on  Chinese  paper  by  Chinese 
printing  presses  in  the  Chinese  language, 
all  overseen  by  Chinese  Christians.  For 
that  reason,  they  said,  most  churches  will 
accept  small  gifts  of  Bibles  but  don’t  want 
large  shipments  from  the  United  States. 

“We  printed  135,000  New  Testaments 
and  Bibles  last  year;,”  said  Bishop  K.  H. 
Ting,  president  of  the  China  Christian 
Council  and  principal  of  the  only 
Christian  seminary  in  China. 

Production  is  double  that  this  year,  he 
said,  and  another  600,000  should  be 
printed  next  year.  The  limiting  factor,  he 
said,  is  the  shortage  of  the  right  kind  of 
paper  and  printing  capacity  in  China.  As 


both  increase,  so  does  the  printing  of 
Bibles,  he  said. 

“The  shortage  of  Bibles  is  not  as 
serious  as  reported  in  your  country,"  Mr. 
Wen-zao  said.  Bibles  in  churches  and 
seminaries  were  burned  during  the 
Cultural  Revolution,  but  most 
individuals  kept  their  Bibles,  the  six 
visitors  said. 

Kenneth  B.  McIntosh  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
•Ministries  confirmed  that.  He  said  he 
recently  worshipped  in  China  and  was 
impressed  by  the  large  number  of  people 
carrying  old,  worn  Bibles. 

The  Religious  News  Service  reported 
on  the  Brother  Andrew  smuggling  after 
the  Time  article.  It  stated:  The  operation 
was  coordinated  by  Open  Doors,  located 
in  Orange.  Calif,  and  Thomas  Nelson 
Inc.,  a  Bible  publishing  house  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  It  cost  $6  million,  of 
which  $3.5  million  came  from  North 
America  and  $2.5  million  from  overseas. 

The  appeal  for  the  Bibles  was  said  to 
have  come  from  a  Chinese  "house 
church”  leader  in  1979.  The  Bibles  were 
transported  to  Hong  Kong  last  spring.  A 
100-foot  barge  was  built  and  a  tug  was 
purchased  for  $480,000  in  Singapore. 
After  various  coded  communications  and 
“dry  runs”  in  the  Philippines,  the 


operation  was  launched  June  18. 

The  barge  unloaded  to  waiting  Chinese 
on  the  beach.  But  after  it  left,  a  Chinese 
militia  patrol  arrested  hundreds  and 
burned  the  Bibles.  According  to  Open 
Doors,  60  percent  of  the  Bibles  reached 
"house  church”  groups.  The  Christians 
visiting  Dallas  said  they  had  talked  with 
ministers  in  the  area  of  the  beach  who 
reported  that  most  of  the  Bibles  were 
washed  away  or  burned. 

The  Chinese  visitors  said  the  militia 
would  burn  anything  that  was  brought  in 
such  an  illicit  manner. 

Bishop  Ting  emphasized  that  most 
Christians  in  China  still  worship  in 
houses  while  more  church  buildings  are 
being  re-opened.  He  said  the  China 
Christian  Council  distributes  Bibles  to  all 
Christians  regardless  of  whether  they 
have  a  church  building  yet. 

"I  hope  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
churches  of  America  won’t  get  suckered 
into  this  kind  of  thing,”  said  Jiang  Wen- 
han,  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
National  YMCA.  He  beseeched  U.S 
Christians  not  to  contribute  to  smuggling 
operations 

Those  kinds  of  things  "raise  questions 
among  our  people  if  being  a  Christian 
means  a  person  can  do  anything  as  long 
as  the  end  is  justified,”  Bishop  Ting  said. 


“The  Bible  in  Pictures 
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We  believe  there  is  a  need  for  THE 
BIBLE  IIS  PICTURES  in  every  home. 
Join  with  us  in  this  effort  to  promote 
Christian  Education  through  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  THE  BIBLE  IIS  PICTURES. 


This  is  not  just  an  illustrated  Bible,  but  a  Bible  in  moving  pictures 
telling  the  story  of  our  Savior  true  to  the  sacred  text  in  words  children 
love  and  understand.  The  language  is  that  of  King  James  in  captions 
under  each  picture  story.  It  is  divided  into  three  sections.  "The  Story  of 
Jesus,”  “The  Story  of  His  People.”  and  "The  Story  of  His  Church.” 
Original  sketches  detail  accurately  the  essential  stories  with  a  few 
lines  of  the  explanation  based  on  the  Bible. 


Clip  and  Mail  to 

THE  HARDING  FOUNDATION 
Harding  Building,  Box  130 
Raymondville,  Texas  78580 

Enclosed  is  my _ check _ money  order  for  the  amount  of 

$ _ Please  send  me _ English  _  _  Spanish  copies  of 

The  Bible  in  Pictures  at  the  rate  of  $3.25  per  copy  (shipping 
prepaid). 

NAME  _ _ 


ADDRESS 


P.O.  Box  or  Street 


City 


State 


I 

I 

I 

-  I 

Zip  I 
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Two  to  retire 


Publishing  leaders  plan  to  step  down 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  -  The  planned 
retirement  of  John  E.  Procter  as 
president  and  publisher  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  effective 
Aug.  1, 1983,  was  announced  here  Oct. 
27  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
General  Board  of  Publication. 

Mr.  Procter  has  been  president  and 
publisher  since  1970  and  has  worked 
for  the  Publishing  House  more  than  40 
years. 

Board  Chairman  Ewing  Werlein  of 
Houston  is  expected  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  begin  the  process  of 
selecting  a  successor. 

Also  announced  here  Oct.  27  was  the 
planned  retirement  June  1,  1982,  of 
Dr.  Ewart  Watts  as  editor  of  church 
school  publications.  He  has  held  that 
post  10  years. 

A  joint  committee  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  of  the 
Board  of  Publication  will  recommend 
a  successor  to  Dr.  Watts  in  the  spring 
of  1982.  The  church  school 
publications  editor  is  elected  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  confirmed 


John  Procter 


Ewart  Watts 


by  the  Board  of  Publication,  since  the 
two  boards  work  jointly  in  planning 
and  producing  church  school 
publications. 

Mr.  Procter,  in  his  report,  noted 
that  Publishing  House  sales  neared 
$60  million  in  the  fiscal  year  ending 
July  1981.  This  was  an  increase  of  $6.6 
million  over  the  previous  year  and 
contributed  to  net  revenue  of  $3.2 
million,  an  increase  of  $912,000  over 
the  previous  year. 


Mr.  Procter  attributed  the 
increases  to  "expanded”  retail 
distribution  outlets,  new  products  and 
services,  and  the  favorable  response 
of  our  customers.” 

The  proposed  budget  goal  for  1981- 
82  is  $66,005,914  in  sales  and  related 
net  revenue  of  $3,449,245. 

Publishing  House  expenses  in  the 
80-81  fiscal  year  included  $800,000  to 
annual  conference  claimants, 
described  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
as  retired  or  disabled  preachers,  their 
spouses,  widows,  or  widowers,  and 
children  or  other  beneficiaries  of  the 
ministerial  pension  systems.  Since 
1941  more  than  $28  million  has  been 
allocated  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Publishing  House. 

Dr.  Watts’  report  noted  that  an 
entirely  new  United  Methodist  church 
school  curriculum  will  be  introduced 
in  the  1980s.  Three  new  adult 
curriculum  series  are  being  issued  in 
1981,  and  new  youth  Bible  studies  and 
new  children’s  resources  will  be 
issued  in  1982. 

-JOHN  LOVELACE 
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4Be  proud  of  conference’ 

Despite  ‘‘pro-Soviet ’ allegations. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  Directors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division 
were  told  by  a  staff  member  here  last 
week  that  they  should  be  proud  of  the 
Oct.  9-11  conference  on  Southern  Africa 
in  New  York  which  allegedly  was 
controlled  by  pro-Soviet  groups. 

Else  M.  Adjali,  the  Women’s  Division 
executive  supervising  the  agency’s 
participation  in  the  conference, 
presented  a  15-minute  background  report 
related  to  the  ‘‘interpretive  analysis”  of 
the  conference  written  by  Roy  Howard 
Beck,  associate  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  in  the  Oct.  23  issue. 

‘‘In  view  of  the  climate  in  the  U.S.,” 
Ms.  Adjali  said,  division  directors  should 
be  proud  the  conference  was  a  success. 

The  division  directors,  following  Ms. 
Adjali’s  presentation  at  their  annual 
meeting,  authorized  President  Ruth 
Daugherty  to  ‘‘consider  preparing  a 
rebuttal”  to  the  TM/UMR  story.  Ms. 
Daugherty  said  last  weekend  that  no 
decision  has  been  made  about  that.  The 
Women’s  Division  is  part  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  Adjali  admitted  she  did  not  attend 


event  success ,  Women’s  unit  told 


‘Too  much  church  affinity  to  Marxist  agenda’ 

Speaker  tells  UM  board  liberal  church  created  4 Religious  Right ' 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ST.  PAUL,  Minn  —  The  "mtensitivity" 
over  several  decades  of  liberal,  mainline 
churches  helped  create  the  climate  that 
brought  together  the  "Religious  New 
Right,”  a  prominent  ecumenical  com¬ 
mentator  said  here  last  week. 

This  insensitivity  “to  those  who  did  not 
—  and  do  not  —  understand”  when  social 
patterns  they  find  reasonable  are 
attacked,  is  also  a  factor  in  the  coming 
together  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
of  "neo-conservatives,  elements  of  the 
Good  News  caucus  and  strong-church 
pastors"  to  monitor  and  counteract  what 
they  feel  to  be  a  leftward  tendency  of 
UMC  programs  at  home  and  abroad,  the 
Rev.  James  Wall  said. 

Dr.  Wall,  editor  of  the  Christian 
Century,  spoke  on  "Learning  to  live  with 
the  Religious  Right.  ” 

The  United  Methodist  annex  to  the 
Religious  New  Right  and  the  "house  of 
the  patriots”  is  identified  with  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy, 
Mr.  Wall  said.  It  was  put  together  largely 
by  David  Jessup,  who  authored  a  report 
on  UM  funds  going  to  totalitarian  groups, 
and  the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb  last  spring. 
"They  believe  that  communism  is  very 
dangerous.” 

Mr.  Wall  told  directors  of  the 
denomination's  mission  interpretation 
arm  that  liberal  churches  have  "created 
problems  for  themselves”  because  their 
agenda  is  so  closely  related  to  that  of 


Third  World  countries  which  have  an 
affinity  to  Marxist  analysis  and 
socialism.  He  said  Americans  might 
identify  with  the  left’s  social  causes,  but 
are  offended  by  the  rhetoric  used  to  sell 
them. 

Dr.  Wall  said  the  liberal,  mainline 
churches  helped  create  the  New  Right  in 
another  way  by  themselves  forgetting 
that  “no  political  solution  may  ever  be 
baptized  as  the  will  of  God. 

"We  have  to  recognize  that  we  are 
never  pure  even  when  we  think  we  are 
most  correct,”  he  admonished. 

He  suggested  that  in  the  interaction  of 
religion  and  society,  the  church’s  social 
agenda  should  be  "grounded  in  a 
theological,  not  a  political  base."  The 
editor  said  this  seems  so  obvious,  but 


‘‘we  are  so  often  the  captive  of  others’ 
prior  political  agendas.  ” 

Dr.  Wall  said  the  liberal  mainliners 
have  enjoyed  the  excitement  of  being 
prophetic  and  confrontational,  but  now 
they  are  learning  what  this  tactic  feels 
like  as  it  is  thrown  back  at  them  by  the 
New  Right. 

Both  the  New  Right  and  the  liberal 
mainline  make  the  same  mistake  of 
locating  evil  outside  of  individuals,  Dr. 
Wall  pointed  out.  “Note  carefully  that 
according  to  spokespersons  of  both 
groups  sin  is  not  in  the  heart  of  the 
believer  or  unbeliever^,  but  in  societal 
patterns.”  Whether  fighting  for  civil 
rights  and  against  war  or  fighting 
pornography,  drugs  and  television,  both 
groups  see  sin  as  outside  the  individual. 


"This  is  always  the  danger  when  the 
Christian  moves  from  personal  and 
corporate  faith  into  secular  settings.  So 
caught  up  are  we  in  a  desire  to  correct 
what  we  perceive  to  be  evil  around  us 
that  we  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  others 
may  in  fact  perceive  things  differently.” 

The  editor  says  “we  weren’t  always 
wrong,  but  we  were  insensitive  and  still 
are  to  those  who  do  not  see  it  the  same 
way.” 

Dr.  Wall  said  he  believes  the  Religious 
New  Right  is  in  a  very  strong  position 
today  and  has  the  politicians  scared  to 
death. 

Several  listeners  seemed  displeased  by 
the  talk.  One  listener,  Walter  Bremond, 
said  Dr.  Wall  "was  off  the  wall.” 

-  SHARON  MIELKE 


Communication  agency  authorizes 
church-wide  drive  for  TV  campaign 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  still-new  Televi¬ 
sion  Presence  and  Ministry  Campaign, 
with  its  many  acknowledged  problems, 
so  dominated  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Communication 
(UMCom)  here  Oct.  22-24  that  it  was  easy 
to  overlook  two  other  facts : 


Get  Ready  for  Advent — the  first 
Sunday  is  November  29! 


In  order  to  get  ready  for 
Advent,  you  need  to 
place  your  orders  for 
study  materials  now. 
Cokesbury  offers  an 
excellent 

Advent-Christmas  group 
or  individual  study  in 
Christ  Comes  among  Us, 
by  Walker  L.  Rai/ey. 
Drawing  from  scriptural 
references  in  Isaiah  and 
II  Samuel,  Railey 
examines  the  true 
meaning  of  Christ's  gifts 
to  us:  hope,  joy,  love, 
life,  and  peace.  All  ages 
can  use  this  study  to 
look  at  what  Christ  has 
done  and  is  doing  for 
them. 

Advent:  A  Calendar  of 
Devotions,  1981,  by  Jo 

Carr  and  Donna  Cash  is 
a  booklet  of  brief 
inspirational  devotions 
for  use  during  the 
Advent  season, 

beginning  with  the  first  Sunday.  For  the  entire  family  or  the 
church  congregation — scripture,  song,  and  devotion  are  combined 
with  a  candlelighting  service  to  guide  you  through  the  season. 


Christ  Comes  among  Us.  C03-068087. 


Each,  1.50 
10  or  more  copies,  each,  1.15 


Advent:  A  Calendar  of  Devotions,  1981.  A01 -008808.  100  for  20.00 

Place  your  orders  early  at  your  Cokesbury  Regional  Service  Center  or  local  Cokesbury 
Bookstore. 


Prices  sub/ect  to  change.  Transportation  and  sales  tax,  if  applicable,  extra. 


S ashville.  TS  37202 


Teaneck  \  I  07666 


Dallas  TX  7S221 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlmgame,  CA  94010 


1661  \orth  \orthwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge  II  60060 


Shop  in  person  or  by  phone  at  they*  Cokesbury  Bookstores: 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  *  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  *  Columbia 
Dallas  *  Dayton  •  Denver  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst  *  Harrisburg  #  Houston 
Indianapolis  •  lacktonvllle  *  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville  *  Little  Rock  *  Los  Angeles  •  Memphis  •  Miami 
Sashville  12  stores )  *  Voith  Canton  *  Park  Ridge  •  Philadelphia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond 
Teaneck  •  Tulsa 


1.  TV  Presence  and  Ministry  is  a 
church-wide  campaign.  The  communica¬ 
tions  agency  is  only  carrying  out  its 
assignment  to  create  and  promote  the 
program. 

2.  The  commission,  under  its  oper¬ 
ating  name  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  carries  on  a  vast  array 
of  other  programs,  many  of  which  were 
showcased  in  an  evening’s  presentation 
to  board  members. 

These  are  among  the  problems  and 
proposed  solutions  identified  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  three-year  campaign  to 
raise  at  least  $25  million  in  the  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry  campaign: 

1.  The  emphasis  so  far  has  been  on 
major  gifts  —  identifying  potential 
donors,  cultivating  them,  and  waiting  for 
response.  The  next  60-90  days  —  until 
year’s  end  —  were  identified  as  a 
"crucial”  time  to  raise  money  from 
these  major  donors. 

2.  The  emphasis  is  shifting  to  a  double 
track  —  continuing  to  identify  and  culti¬ 
vate  major  donors  but  launching  a  broad- 
based  campaign  expected  to  reach  every 
United  Methodist  local  church  member. 
In  this  connection,  survey  letters  went 
from  UMCom  to  all  38,000  ministers  in 
early  October.  In  less  than  two  weeks.  7,000 
responses  came  back.  Of  those,  just  over 
200  had  been  analyzed  by  staff.  And  of 
those  200,  90  percent  said  the  church 
should  have  a  TV  ministry,  but  only  45 
percent  said  they  were  familiar  with  the 
campaign. 

3.  Start-up  costs  have  far  outrun  early 
contributions.  As  of  Oct  23,  according  to 
a  report  by  General  Secretary  Curtis  A. 
Chambers,  the  campaign  had  spent 
$844,000,  and  cash  and  pledges  totaled 
just  over  $71,000.  But  $137,000  of  those 
expenses  were  in  the  hour-long 
"uplink/downlink”  program  beamed 
nationally  Sept.  20  via  satellite  to  invited 
prospective  donors  and  workers  in  some 
140  places  nationally.  Commission  presi¬ 
dent  Charles  Cappleman  insists  that  it  is 
too  early  to  know  what  income  this 
program  will  produce,  since  actual  fund 
solicitations  began  only  in  late 
September. 

4.  The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  has  established  a  $900,000 
“line  of  credit"  for  the  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry  campaign.  The  campaign  is 
near  its  expenses  limit  and  must  report 
to  GCFA  Dec.  4.  By  then,  the  campaign  is 
supposed  to  be  self-sustaining.  Any  cash 
received  before  then  will  be  credited 
against  the  line  of  credit. 

4.  The  staff’s  chief  executive,  Dr. 
Chambers,  and  the  denomination’s  new 
public  relations  officer,  William 
Richards,  have  been  temporarily 
assigned  virtually  full  time  to  the 
campaign.  This,  it  was  explained,  frees 
national  director  A.  LeRoy  Lightner  and 
his  six  regional  directors  to  continue  to 
recruit  volunteer  leaders,  solicit  "lead 
gifts,”  and  refine  campaign  structure. 
Commission  president  Cappleman 
assured  a  press  conference  following  the 
annual  meeting  that  Dr.  Chambers  and 
Mr.  Richards  have  a  plan  to  reach  across 
the  church  quickly.  The  clergy  survey 
was  cited  as  an  early  step. 

6.  There  has  been  some  concern  over 
the  perceived  theology  of  the  Sept.  20  in¬ 
troductory  program.  The  commission 
responded  to  this  and  to  the  theology  of 


any  subsequent  programming  by  author¬ 
izing  creation  of  a  theological  advisory 
panel  to  be  composed  of  not  less  than  six 
nor  more  than  12  persons  "chosen  for 
their  knowledge  of  United  Methodist 
theology  and  history  and  for  thier 
concern  for  a  vital  Wesleyan  ministry 
through  contemporary  media.”  Panel 
members  are  to  be  appointed  by  Mr. 
Cappleman  and  Dr.  Chambers  for  two- 
year  terms. 

Dr.  Chambers,  in  his  opening  annual 
report,  reminded  commission  members 
that  TV  Presence  and  Ministry  must  not 
be  seen  as  diverting  the  agency  from  its 
other  programs.  As  an  example  he 
mentioned  The  Interpreter  magazine, 
whose  postage  costs  have  risen  to  $15,000 
per  issue.  A  proposed  postage 
increase  could  force  an  overhaul  of  the 
magazine’s  budget.  The  commission 
voted  to  explore  possible  legislation 
which  would  establish  The  Interpreter  in 
the  denominaion’s  general  fund  budget. 

On  the  general  subject  of  promotional 
materials,  the  commission  authorized 
testing  a  “sales  meeting”  concept  in 
several  episcopal  areas.  The  purpose 
would  be  to  acquaint  bishops,  district 
superintendents,  and  annual  conference 
staffs  with  available  promotional 
materials  and  their  intended  use. 

Discussion  continued  on  a  proposed 
national  television  special  on  ministries 
to  children  around  the  world.  This  was 
seen  as  at  least  18-24  months  from  com¬ 
pletion  and  is  “on  hold”  awaiting  funds 
from  the  TV  Presence  and  Ministry 
campaign. 

Also  held  somewhat  in  abeyance  was  a 
proposed  Easter  special  for  national  tele¬ 
vision  to  be  based  on  a  book,  “The 
Singer,”  by  Calvin  Miller. 

Longtime  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  programs  like  the  radio  script 
service  for  pastors,  "The  Word  and 
Music,”  and  the  pretaped  radio  pro¬ 
gram,  "Connection,”  were  reviewed  and 
staff  was  given  authority  to  continue 
seeking  participants  and  sponsorships. 

Coordination  between  UMCom  and  the 
denomination’s  planning  committee  for 
the  1984  bicentennial  of  American 
Methodism  was  reviewed,  as  was  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  central  funding  role  with 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Com¬ 
munications  Commission. 

Pravda  reports 


any  of  the  conference  and  was  "on 
leave"  during  the  preparatory  stages  but 
said  she  was  "in  touch  all  of  the  time 
regarding  the  conference”  with  Melba 
Smith,  a  resource  coordinator  for  Africa 
in  her  office. 

She  did  not  dispute  statements  in  the 
TM/UMR  story  that  Ms.  Smith  worked 
"full-time  for  the  conference  for 
months,”  that  the  World  Division  of 
Global  Ministries  contributed  $4,000  to 
the  conference,  that  the  Women’s 
Division  and  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  provided  office  space 
in  their  building  across  the  street  from 
the  UN  and  that  the  United  Methodist 
name,  office  address  and  telephone 
number  were  on  letterhead  for  the 
conference.  Ms.  Adjali  made  no  specific 
response  to  the  story’s  labeling 
conference  leadership  as  belonging  to 
groups  which  receive  Soviet  aid  and/or 
are  claimed  in  a  1978  Carter 
Administration  report  to  the  U.S.  House 
as  being  front  groups  for  the  Soviet 
Communist  Party. 

Mr.  Beck’s  story  focused  on  the  last 
day  of  the  conference.  Ms.  Adjali 
downplayed  the  importance  of  that  day, 
saying  the  hundreds  of  participants  at 
that  session  had  "no  authority  to  pass 
legislation,  to  make  policy  or  program." 
She  said  “the  meat”  was  really  on 
Friday  and  Saturday. 

The  stoi7  in  TM/UMR  described  the 
scene  during  the  last  day  as  participants 
listening  to  international  speakers  extoll 
Marxist  revolution  and  condemn  the 
United  States,  adopted  29  pages  of  a 
declaration  and  "Recommendation  for 
Programs  of  Actions”  and  established  a 
permanent  committee  to  implement  the 
actions.  All  were  printed  on  paper 
identifying  them  at  the  top:  “c/o  United 
Methodist  Office  for  the  UN.” 

Women  explain  participation 

Women’s  Division  staff  members 
distributed  the  declarations  to  directors 
at  their  meeting  here  but  did  not  include 
the  "Program  for  Action”  document 
which  contains  the  more  controversial 
items  adopted  by  the  conference.  Also 
given  the  directors  was  a  written 
affirmation  by  the  staff  "of  the  role  of  the 
church  in  the  process  of  liberation  in 
Southern  Africa”  which  was  referred  to 
them  for  study. 

Ms.  Smith  had  told  Mr.  Beck  that  the 
Rev.  Brady  Tyson  (professor  at  School  of 
International  Service),  who  gave  the 
invocation  Saturday  morning,  was  the 
only  United  Methodist  among  dozens  of 
ieaders  on  the  platform  and  on  panels 
during  the  conference.  Ms.  Adjali  noted 

Women  stop 
funds  to 
government 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  -  The 
Women’s  Division  voted  $110,000  for  two 
Christian  groups  in  Zimbabwe,  but 
withheld  $40,000  originally  designated  for 
the  Zimbabwe  government’s  Ministry  of 
Women  and  Community  Development. 

The  division’s  attorney  had  questioned 
the  legal  and  policy  implications 
involved  in  giving  funds  to  an  agency  of  a 
foreign  government.  The  gift  to  help 
women  in  Zimbabwe  has  not  been 
withdrawn,  but  returned  to  the  division’s 
staff  cabinet  for  further  consideration. 

"We  are  seeking  other  ways  to  make 
this  money  available,”  explained 
Marjorie  Bums,  chairperson  of  the 
division’s  section  on  finance. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Zimbabwe  will  receive  $50,000  for  their 
efforts  which  help  women  develop  food 
and  nutrition  programs  and  for 
leadership  training.  Leadership  training 
includes  instruction  in  home  farming,  in 
literacy  skills,  Bible  knowledge  and 
promotion  of  "resourcefulness”  and  self- 
confidence. 

A  grant  of  $60,000  went  to  the  world 
YWCA  in  cooperation  with  the  national 
YWCA  in  Zimbabwe.  The  YWCA  work  in 
Zimbabwe  with  women  "without 
identities,  marketable  skills  or  visible 
resources”  was  commended. 

The  division  voted  to  develop  a 
procedure  for  reviewing  the  use  of  the 
$60,000  going  to  the  YWCA-Zimbabwe 
and  the  use  of  any  portion  of  the  $50,000  to 
the  UMW  of  Zimbabwe  not  covered  by 
the  World  Division  audit. 


Religious  interest  grows 


MOSCOW  (LWI)  —  The  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  has  confirmed  recently  that  reli¬ 
gious  interest  in  the  population  is  on  the 
increase. 

In  a  Pravda  editorial,  the  party  paper 
noted  shortcomings  in  the  atheistic 
education  system:  "Failures  cannot  be 
explained  just  by  tenacity  of  religious 
holdovers.”  The  article  laments  that  not 
only  old  women  but  more  and  more  youth 
gather  at  church  festivities  of  Russian 
Orthodox  Christians.  The  party  paper 
writes  that  there  also  is  the  necessity  for 
stronger  atheistic  propaganda  in  the 
Islamic  areas  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

According  to  the  Pravda  editorial, 
though  tendencies  for  the  dying  out  of 


to  directors  that  Congresswoman  Shirley 
Chisholm,  who  spoke  Saturday  morning, 
also  is  a  United  Methodist. 

Ms.  Adjali  acknowledged  that  there 
were  relatively  few  religious  leaders  on 
the  platform  during  the  conference,  and 
then  only  in  ceremonial  roles,  but  she 
told  directors  many  persons  in 
leadership  were  representatives  of  other 
organizations  which  “we  helped  to  found 
or  fund.” 

She  said  Mr.  Beck’s  article  seemed  to 
suggest  that  few  United  Methodists 
actually  attended  the  conference.  She 
went  on  to  say  that  three  Women’s 
Division  directors,  a  bishop,  six  UM  staff 
persons  and  several  other  United 
Methodists  were  seen  during  the  first  two 
days  of  the  conference  which  drew  an 
estimated  1,200  to  1,500  persons.  Fifty- 
two  registered  as  members  of  religious 
groups,  the  conference  coordinator  said. 

In  addition,  she  named  four  persons 
connected  to  religious  organizations  who 
were  on  panels  the  first  two  days:  Prexy 
Nesbitt  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
William  Johnston  of  Episcopal 
Churchmen,  Ed  May  of  the  Lutheran 
World  Ministries  and  Jerry  Herman  of 
the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee. 

Hard  to  control 

Mr.  Beck  said  from  Dallas  that  he  had 
called  the  Episcopal  and  Lutheran 
headquarter  offices  earlier.  He  said  a 
priest  in  the  Episcopal  office  said  any 
Episcopal  participation  would  have  been 
unofficial  and  that  “we  steer  clear  of 
official  involvement  in  that  type  of  thing 
where  it’s  hard  to  control.” 

Dr.  May  told  Mr.  Beck:  "Quite  often 
with  these  liberation  conferences,  all  the 
other  liberation  groups  pile  on  it  and  co¬ 
opt  the  meeting  for  themselves.  This 
turns  off  some  church  members.  There’s 
no  way  you  can  keep  that  from 
happening  at  this  sort  of  meeting.”  He 
said  he  wasn’t  present  on  Sunday 
because  of  a  preaching  engagement.  He 
said  his  Lutheran  organization  can 
become  officially  involved  in  such 
conferences  only  when  its  board  of 
directors  specifically  approves.  That  did 
not  happen  for  this  conference. 

As  to  the  alleged  undemocratic  nature 
of  the  Sunday  business  session  in  which 
Mr.  Beck  described  the  inability  of 
participants  to  amend  or  debate,  Ms. 
Adjali  said  the  session  really  wasn’t  a 
business  meeting.  Because  of  a 
breakdown  in  a  copying  machine,  only  a 
few  participants  had  copies  of  the  29 
pages  of  recommendations,  she  said. 
Under  those  circumstances  with 
everything  being  read  from  the  stage, 
amending  was  awkward,  she  said. 

Directors  respond 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame,  a 
director  of  the  Women’s  Division  from 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  told  TM/UMR  after 
Ms.  Adjali’s  presentation  that  he  was 
“disappointed”  that  1  she  did  not 
specifically  respond  to  the  issues  raised 
by  Mr.  Beck’s  story  or  explain  how  the 
Women’s  Division  got  involved  in  the 
conference  in  the  first  place. 

Mr.  Goodgame  said  he  was  surprised 
the  issue  was  not  more  widely  discussed 
during  the  four-day  meeting  here  (copies 
of  TM/UMR  were  available).  He  said  he 
expects  his  church  members  will  raise 
questions  and  that  he  felt  somewhat 
uneasy  about  Mr.  Beck’s  use  of  U.S. 
intelligence  reports  as  the  source  of  the 
pro-Soviet  allegation. 

Ms.  Daugherty,  Women’s  Division 
president,  told  TM/UMR  she  intends  to 
fully  investigate  her  group’s  involve¬ 
ment,  while  noting  that  Women’s  Division 
directors  are  aware  there  are  always 
“risks”  in  joining  coalitions. 


religion  become  more  distinct  under  the 
conditions  of  the  developed  socialism  in 
the  USSR,  it  would  be  wrong  to  assume 
that  religious  faith  would  disappear  by 
itself  without  the  development  of  a 
systematic  atheistic  work.  It  points  to 
sociological  surveys  that  have  shown 
religion  to  be  most  widely  spread  among 
housewives,  pensioners  and  the  disabled. 
But  also  children  and  youth  must  be 
protected  from  religious  influences,  it 
says. 

The  Soviet  constitution  gives  believers 
only  the  right  to  worship.  The  state  has 
the  right  to  make  atheistic  propaganda. 
The  party  now  wants  schools,  the  mass 
media  and  universities  to  make  anti- 
religious  propaganda  more  effective. 
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Where  will 
improvement  in  the 
church's  preaching 
ministry  come  from  ? 

Our  15-minute  GODWEBS* 
are  finely-spun  works  of  art 
capable  of  catching  and 
holding  a  variety  of  hearers 
and  readers. 

To  subscribe  or  contribute,  write: 
Midwest  Message  Mart • 
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CHINA:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  exp.  China  Tour  Leader 
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Sian,  Changsha,  Kweilin.  Canton,  Hong  Kong  Write 
or  phone:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  Ml  Pomona  Ave., 
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CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  Christian  worker  for  800- 
member  congregation,  experienced  or  degreed. 
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conditions.  Salary  negotiable.  Job  open  June  1,  1982 
Submit  resume  to:  Rev.  Albert  Merubia,  St.  John's 
UMC.  Ill  Cloudcroft,  San  Antonio,  TX  78228.  Phone 
(512)  433-7639. 
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Methodist  Children’s 
Holds  Interpretation 

. tiUilt 


A  district-wide  interpretation  session 
was  held  for  ministers  of  the  two  Baton 
Rouge  districts  by  officials  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  what  is 
hoped  to  be  the  first  of  a  number  of 
sessions. 

Terrel  J.  DeVille  and  the  Rev.  Douglas 
Williams,  Jr.  were  co-hosts  at  a  luncheon 
for  the  ministers  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the 
services  of  the  agency. 

DeVille  reminded  the  ministers  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  a  multi¬ 
service  agency  working  with  the  total 
family. 

-‘‘We  must  always  be  very  carefult,” 
DeVille  said,  “that  we  do  not  get  into  a 
situation  where  we  lay  blame  with 
problems  and  isolate  child  and  family. 
Our  job  is  to  look  at  issues  and  not  react 
to  symptons.  And  hopefully,  to  reunite 
the  child  and  the  family.” 

The  Methodist  Children's  Home  works 
at  five  different  levels. 

One  level  is  emergency  shelter  care,  in 
critical,  life-threatening  situations, 
giving  short-term  assistance. 

The  evaluation  program,  using  a 
battery  of  tests,  interviews  and  other 


measuring  methods,  determines 
realistic  goals  for  the  child  being  served. 

“We  treat  every  case  as  an  individual 
one,”  DeVille  said,  emphasizing  the 
complex  background  of  each  child. 

The  third  level  of  treatment  is  the  one 
most  familiar  to  most  persons:  the 
residential  treatment  program.  DeVille 
told  the  group  there  are  58  children  in 
residential  care  and  12  in  the  evaluation 
program. 

“We  are  not  equipped  to  deal  with  all 
children,”  he  said,  pointing  out  some 
areas  and  the  reasons. 

“We  do  work  with  those  who  are 
emotionally  disturbed,  particularly 
adolescents,  who  can  be  involved  in  some 
kind  of  educational  program  —  those  who 
are  disturbed,  rejected  and  abused 
(physically  and  emotionally).” 

Continuing  education  service  is 
another  level  of  care.  There  are  some 
residents  in  the  home  who  are  not  able  to 
return  to  their  families.  The  Children’s 
Home  has  always  had  a  commitment  to 
seeing  those  persons  through  a 
vocational  or  college  level  program.  Five 
persons  are  currently  being  served 
through  this  ministry. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  programs 
of  the  home  is  described  by  DeVille  as 
preventive  care.  The  term  he  used  in 
explaining  the  program  was 
“reparenting  people.”  There  are  persons 
in  modern  society  who  have  had  children 
but  who  never  learned  the  skills  of 


DeVille 


parenting.  Staff  members  are  able  to 
offer  the  service  to  local  churches  and 
help  persons  learn  parenting  skills. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Offering  taken  at 
Christmas  and  Easter  is  used  in  part  to 
help  agencies  like  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 


Director  of  Evangelism  for 
World  Council  Expands 
Theory  of  Advance  in  BR 


The  theory  of  “Advance,”  in  terms  of 
60,000  new  Christians  and  1500  new 
churches  every  week  in  Third  World 
countries  was  expanded  by  the  Rev.  Sir 
Alan  Walker,  world  director  of 
Evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Walker,  speaking  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  as  one 
stop  on  a  world  tour,  said  Methodists  are 
pi;  the  first  stage  of  the  next  great 
advance  in  history. 

•  Some.  50  ministers  from  across  the 
state  participated  in  a  two-day 
■fevangelism  Workshop  for  ministers  and 
hfeard  Walker  expand  his  theory. 

?‘The  western  world  is  the  toughest 
mission  field  on  earth,”  Walker  said, 
pointing  out  more  persons  attend  church 
in  Moscow  than  in  London. 


“Communism  has  tried  to  crush  the 
church  and  has  failed,”  he  said.  “You 
hear  a  lot  about  the  labor  unions 
resistance  in  Poland,  but  the  real 
pressure  of  resistance  there  is  the 
Christian  Church.” 

Walker’s  message  for  the  ministers 
was  the  new  advance  will  fail  unless  the 
local  church  is  faithful  to  its  calling. 

One  example  Walker  gave  was  the 
church  must  be  evangelical  in  worship. 

“Too  much  worship  is  maintenance 
worship,”  the  world  leader  said.  ‘‘We  are 
constantly  talking  to  an  ‘in-group’ 
instead  of  the  people  who  need  to  hear 
about  Christ.” 

'  Walker  pointed  to  three  great  periods 
of  advance  as  times  when  the  clarion  call 
was  Justification  by  Faith,  and  this  note 


has  been  absent  in  recent  history  of  the 
church.  The  three  great  periods  Walker 
posed  were  the  eras  of  Paul,  Martin 
Luther  and  John  Wesley. 

Walker  also  said  the  church  must  also 
be  a  servant  church  if  it  is  to  meet  the 
criteria  for  the  new  advance  which 
Walker  predicts. 

"We  have  separated  worship  and 
work,  sacrament  and  service, 
withdrawal  and  involvement;  but  Jesus 
once  had  them  all  together, "  he  said. 

Walker  also  told  members  of  the  clergy 
the  government  does  not  answer  all  the 
needs  of  the  people. 

"Remember  that  the  world  is  getting 
tired  of  talking  Christianity.  It  is  when 
we  reach  for  the  towel  and  the  basin  and 
are  ready  to  meet  humble  human  needs 
that  we  are  near  to  Christ,”  he  said. 

Walker  went  on  to  remind  his  audience 
that  “simple  human  loneliness”  is  at  the 
top  of  the  list  of  modern  sicknesses  of  the 
soul,  noting  a  church  that  helps  nurture 
fellowship  will  be  part  of  the  new  age. 

The  next  few  years  will  see  the  30-hour 
week  and  an  increased  amount  of  leisure, 


said  Walker.  The  church  which  is 
creative  enough  to  see  the  extra  time 
people  will  have  and  find  a  method  of 
bringing  them  out  of  their  loneliness  and 
their  little  rooms,  way  from  the 
flickering  television  set  and  back  into 
fellowship  —  that  church  will  be  part  of  a 
new  power,  said  Walker. 

Walker  said  a  church  that  does  not 
develop  a  social  conscience  is  irrelevant 
in  today’s  world. 

“There  is  a  lot  of  evangelism  that  is 
personal  in  the  extreme,  escapist, 
selfish,  unworthy  of  the  faith.  I  see  TV 
personalities  resenting  the  Christian 
faith  by  making  God  a  great  big 
sugardaddy  waiting  to  dole  out  his  gifts 
so  long  as  you  send  some  money  to  his 
program.  I  do  not  hear  the  challenge  of 
the  demands  of  the  gospel,  and  there  is 
never  any  allusion  to  social  conscience; 
and  no  church  can  survive  that  does  not 
deal  with  that.” 

The  Australian  minister  pointed  out 
that  the  new  church  must  tap  the 
resource  of  the  laity  and  the  church  must 
find  a  new  power  in  prayer. 


The  Rev.  Sir  Alan  Walker 


Race  and  ReligionWorkshop 
Draws  78  from  35  Churches 


Around  the 
Conference 

Junior  High  Weekend  Set 

The  1981  Junior  High  Weekend,  set  for  Nov.  6-8  at  Caney 
Conference  Centre,  is  a  leadership  training  event  for  7th,  8th, 
and  9th  graders  and  their  adult  youth  leaders.  Participants  will 
attend  four  workshops  to  be  offered,  choosing  from  clowning, 
multi-media,  music,  New  Games,  mime,  puppets,  world 
hunger,  service  projects  and  planning  methods  for  trips  and 
retreats.  Help,  especially  for  adult  leaders,  will  also  be 
provided. 

Other  activities  will  include  drama  presentations,  Bible 
study,  fellowship,  singing  and  recreation.  The  weekend  theme, 
“Close  Encounters:  The  Life  and  Ministry  of  Jesus,”  will 
emphasize  the  ways  in  which  Jesus  has  and  does  affect  us  as 
individuals  and  as  groups. 

Materials,  food  and  lodging  for  the  event  costs  $18  per  person 
with  advanced  registration.  An  additional  $2  will  be  collected 
from  people  registering  “at  the  door”  to  be  donated  to  the 
Youth  Service  Fund. 

For  registration  and  information,  write  Tim  Bricker,  P.  O. 
Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821  or  call  (504  )  927-7820. 

News  Briefs 

BLUFF  CREEK  —  Members  of  the  Bluff  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  are 
collecting  bits  of  history  of  "the  old  Methodist  Campground  in  Clinton.”  They 
are  interested  in  contacting  persons  who  had  relatives  who  attended  camp 
meetings  there,  or  who  remembers  services  held  there.  Contact  Tiny  Forrester 
Rt.  1,  Box  303 A,  Clinton  70722. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated 
Stewardship  Sunday  as  a  means  of  promoting  spiritual  renewal  and 
emphasizing  Christian  responsibility.  Jessican  P.  Johnson,  an  instructor  at 
Laurel  Elementary  and  a  member  of  the  church,  spoke  for  the  occassion. 
Carolyn  Bowers  and  Florence  Hensley  were  the  chairpersons  for  this  activity.  The 
Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor. 

SHREVEPORT  —  Members  of  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  have 
been  celebrating  their  Diamond  Jubilee.  One  of  the  speakers  for  a  celebration 
has  been  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  senior  minister  of  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Lake  Charles.  Galloway  is  a  former  minister  of  the  Noel  Church. 

ALEXANDRIA  —  The  Rev.  Joe  McClain,  senior  minister  at  Munholland, 
New  Orleans,  was  the  speaker  for  a  series  of  services  at  Horseshoe  United 
Methodist  Church.  Roger  Shuemate  led  the  song  service. 

BASTROP  —  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  delivered  the  morning  message 
and  dedicated  the  Educational  Building  and  Parsonage  for  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  William  Peoples  is  the  pastor. 

DENHAM  SPRINGS  —  Bill  Mann,  a  nationally-known  songleader  and 
evangelist,  led  the  program  called  “Spiritual  Renewal  Through  Music”  at  the 
church.  The  United  Methodist  Men  sponsored  the  program. 

GRAND  CANE  —  The  Laity  Day  speaker  for  members  of  the  Grand  Cane 
Church  was  Shelton  Farmer.  His  message  was  “A  Life  of  Joy.” 

BATON  ROUGE  —  A  Luau,  the  music  of  “Captain  Jack  Lipscomb  and  His 
Pearls,”  a  performance  by  Covenant  Players,  a  sound  and  slide  show  featuring 
members  of  the  church,  were  all  involved  in  the  stewardship  program  of  the 
University  United  Methodist  Church.  The  church  paper  contains  many  items  on 
the  success  of  the  event  and  the  pledge  program  that  followed. 

LEE’S  LANDING  —  The  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  a  former  pastor  of  the  church 
here,  was  the  speaker  for  revival  services  held  recently.  O’Dell  is  presently  at 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  bulletin  from  Ingleside  announced  an  ecumenical 
effort  by  members  of  the  church  to  help  deliver  500  meals  to  elderly  persons  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  area  for  Thanksgiving.  According  to  the  bulletin,  this  will  be 
the  third  year  that  the  church  has  participated  in  this  project. 

SLIDELL  —  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  will 
consecrate  the  new  facilities  at  Aldersgate,  Nov.  15. 


Seventy-eight  participants  from  35 
churches  of  the  Baton  Rouge  district 
gathered  at  the  University  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Oct.  10  for  a  seminar  on 
Religion  and  Race. 

•r  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  keynote 
speaker,  sounded  the  workshop  theme 
“Toward  an  Inclusive  Church”  in  his 
address. 

“Culture  is  man-made,”  said  Bishop 
Shamblin.  “Because  it  is  manmade,  it 
can  be  changed.  The  ministry  of  the 
church  is  to  examine  the  cultural 
patterns  by  the  mind  of  Christ.” 

The  Bishop  called  upon  the  church  to 
be  intentional,  saying  “Change  will  not 
just  happen.  There  will  be  no  change 
until  we  intentionally  do  something, 
through  preaching  and  teaching.” 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  Deere,  associate 
secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  led  the  conference  to  become 
more  sensitive  to  attitudinal  and 
institutional  racism  in  church  and 
society. 

Small  groups  discussed  indicators  of 
racism  in  attitudes  and  institutions. 

Groups  also  suggested  specific  ways  to 
move  toward  an  inclusive  church, 
including  pulpit  exchange  between  black 
and  white  ministers,  a  religion  and  race 
chairman  in  every  church,  exploration  of 
appointing  black  ministers  to  white 
congregations  and  vice  versa,  as  well  as 
joint  vacation  church  schools  and  choirs, 
with  continued  workshops. 
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“Christ  Comes  Among  Us”  is  the  new 
United  Methodist  adult  curriculum  Bible 
study  for  Advent.  The  study  uses 
passages  from  the  Old  Testament, 
Gospels  and  Epistles  to  emphasize  Christ 
as  God’s  gift  to  us.  It  is  part  of  the 
"Scriptures  for  the  Church  Seasons” 
study  series. 

“Anna  and  the  Strangers”  is  a  new 
Abingdon  children's  book  written  to  help 
children  understand  that  the  smallest 
kindness  is  a  gift  to  God.  “Advent”  is  a 
forty-page  booklet  for  intergenerational 


study,  including  worship  services  to  be 
used  at  home. 

These  are  part  of  a  series  of  new 
resources  prepared  for  the  1981  Advent 
season  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

In  addition,  there  are  Christmas 
programs  for  the  small  and  large  church, 
activity  books  for  teachers  and  students, 
bookmarks,  and  three  Bible  Zig  Zags 
with  Christmas  themes. 

Many  United  Methodist  curriculum 
materials  have  appropraite  themes  and 
activities  for  the  season  including  a 


filmslip  and  soundsheet  entitled  "Wh 
Came  to  Bethlehem”  in  th 
“Kindergarten  Class  Packet”  and 
filmslip  and  script  in  the  “Nursery  3- 
Class  Packet”  entitled  “Jesus  Wa 
Bom.”  “The  Church  School”  magazin 
contains  dramas  printed  in  the  Octobe 
and  November  issues  and  “YouL 
Leader”  includes  a  drama  in  its  winte 
1981-82  issue. 

For  information  on  cost  and  orderinj 
of  any  of  the  above  items,  contact  th* 
nearest  Cokesbury  bookstore  or  regiona 
service  center. 
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Church  agencies  use  dollars  more 
effectively  than  ‘independents’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


This  age  of  computerized  mailing  lists 
and  rapid  printing  has  increased  the 
already-abundant  number  of 
opportunities  for  caring  people  to  be 
gouged  by  unscrupulous  individuals  and 
organizations  seeking  to  raise  money  for 
ostensibly  religious  purposes. 

As  our  investigation  into  one 
organization  which  relies  upon  direct- 
mail  solicitation  for  its  support  showed 
<see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  16),  many  operate 
within  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
law,  and  perform  valid  services. 

Happily,  our  investigation  also  showed 
clearly  that  there  are  organizations  like 
the  Better  Business  Bureau,  the  National 
Information  Bureau,  and  the  American 
Council  of  Voluntary  Agencies  which 
effectively  keep  tabs  on  fund-raising 
brganizations.  These  fact-checking 
organizations  can  be  relied  on  to  give 
turrent,  accurate  information  about  a 
solicitor,  even  if  the  report  is  simply  “we 
have  no  current  information.”  At  least 
lwo  of  these  agencies  are  funded  by 
member  fund-raising  organizations  who 
'want  the  field  to  be  self -regulating  for 
two  reasons:  (1)  to  make  life  difficult  for 
shysters  and  profiteers  whose  actions 
/eflect  negatively  on  all  fund-raising; 
/and  (2)  to  prevent  the  need  for 
^government  regulation  of  charitable 
.fund-raising  efforts. 

Just  on  the  face  of  it,  though,  when 
heart-rending,  money-seeking  mail 
arrives  in  your  mailbox,  it  is  difficult  to 
-tell  the  “good”  organizations  from  the 
"bad”  ones.  Most  organizations  have 
;perfected  their  solicitation  techniques 
jand  language  so  as  to  give  the 
•appearance  of  legitimacy  even  if  only  a 
small  part  of  each  contributed  dollar  is 
used  for  the  advertised  purpose. 

■  Here  are  some  danger  signs  to  watch 
•for  when  you  receive  and  consider  such 
solicitations:  (1)  if  an  organization  or 
individual  claims  a  religious  affiliation 
•but  doesn’t  list  a  denomination  or  agency 
'known  to  you,  or  verifiable  within  your 

Letters  to  the  editor 


local  church  or  denominational  agencies 
beware;  (2)  if  no  financial  statement  — 
preferably  one  audited  by  an  butside 
firm  —  is  enclosed  with  the  appeal,  or 
promptly  provided  when  you  request  it, 
steer  clear;.  (3)  if  real  names  and 
addresses  are  not  used  in  testimonials, 
which  are  signed  instead  by  "C.  J.  of 
Miami,  Fla.,”  beware. 

Even  if  a  given  organization  is 
reputable,  good  stewardship  requires  us 
to  assess  whether  it  provides  the  most 
suitable  means  for  engaging  in  Christian 
outreach.  Many  “good”  organizations 
deliver  less  food  or  clothing  or  medicine 
or  gospel  example  for  each  donated 
dollar  than  comparable  church-related 
agencies.  Church-related  agencies 
typically  provide  outreach  services  and 
goods  with  a  lower  percentage  of  each 
contributed  dollar  being  spent  for 
overhead  and  promotion.  Some  church 
agencies,  such  as  UMCOR  (the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief),  are 
able  to  guarantee  that  100%  of  every 
dollar  goes  for  the  purpose  designated  by 
the  donor. 

We  do  not  wish  to  impugn  the  motives 
or  the  validity  of  people-helping  agencies 
not  related  to  the  church.  We  do  believe 
that  Christians  should  exercise  the  best 
possible  stewardship  in  the  use  of  their 
resources.  We  believe  that,  more  often 
than  not,  a  dollar  contributed  through 
one’s  local  church  will  help  provide  more 
help  for  people  in  need  than  a  dollar 
contributed  to  an  “independent”  fund¬ 
raising  and  fund-distributing 
organization.  There  are  also  ways  to  hold 
church-related  agencies  accountable 
that  are  not  available  in  relation  to 
"independent”  agencies. 

There  may  be  exceptions,  but  as  a  rule, 
we  believe  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  better, 
more  cost-effective  and  mission- 
effective  means  of  engaging  in  Christian 
outreach  than  through  'church-related 
service  agencies. 


Here  I  Stand 

Worship  is  the  4 concentration  of  all 
our  faculties’ in  deep  reverence 
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OfT£N  a  DOUBlt  EMBARRASSMENT/ 
...CAUGHT ^  WHAT  WASN'T  OURS  ft 
BEGIN  WITH-ASKED  RETURN 
ONLY  A  PORTION./  —HUM  TUCK: 


By  MONROE  BELL 
Attempts  to  recover  a  sense  of  the 
sacred  or  holy  have  appeared  with  fresh 
vitality  recently.  There  is  an  increased 
acceptance  and  approval  of  such  talk 
within  the  church.  One  recent  contributor 
to  this  column  expressed  the  opinion  that 
"Neither  the  fear  nor  awe  of  God  is 
present.”  Earlier,  several  readers  re¬ 
acted  to  the  fad  for  opening  worship 
with,  “Good  morning.”  In  several  of  these 
cases,  the  writers  intended  to  advocate 
a  stronger  emphasis  on  God’s  majesty. 


Perhaps  this  recent  wave  of  concern  is 
best  understood  against  the  backdrop  of 
years  of  effort  to  break  down  the 
separation  between  the  sacred  and  the 
secular.  We  have  been  trying  to 
understand  the  ways  in  which  God  loves 
the  world  —  the  whole  world.  Some  may 
even  come  in  reaction  to  attitudes  shaped 
by  the  powerful  phrase,  “religionless 
Christianity.” 

It  is  not  my  primary  purpose  to 
analyze  this  trend  nor  to  concentrate  on 
the  historical  context  in  which  it  has 


My  Witness 

A  pastor  remembers  blessing  received 
in  exchange  with  patient  about  prayer 


\ 


By  LESTER  SPRENGER 

A  true  story. 

Looking  up  at  me  from  her  hospital 
bed,  she  said,  “Pray  for  me,  Reverend. 
Ask  God  to  heal  me.” 

She  closed  her  eyes,  waiting 
expectantly.  I  looked  down  at  her 
trusting  face,  but  said  nothing.  After 
embarrassing  moments  for  both  of  us  she 
opened  her  eyes. 

“Aren’t  you  going  to  pray?” 

“Yes.  But  I  can’t  pray  what  you  want 
me  to  say.” 

“You  mean  you  can’t  ask  God  to  heal 
me?” 

“That’s  right.” 

“Don’t  you  believe  in  prayer?” 

“Yes.” 

“Don’t  you  believe  what  the  Bible  says, 
‘Ask  and  ye  shall  receive?  ’” 

“Yes.” 

“Well,  then  why  don’t  you  ask  God  to 
heal  me?” 

I  realized  the  time  had  come  to  talk 
about  God;  to  tell  her  that  the  vast 
difference  between  her  conception  of  God 
and  mine  made  it  impossible  for  me  to 


pray,  “Dear  God,  heal  this  good 
woman.” 

Avoiding  offending  her  by 
disapproving  her  conception  of  God  while 
defending  mine,  I  began  asking  her 
questions. 

“Do  you  believe  God  knows  everything 
about  everybody? ’  ’ 

“Yes.” 

“Then  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  tell  God 
about  your  condition?  ” 

“No.” 

“Do  you  believe  God  cares  about 
everybody?” 

“Yes.” 

“Then  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  ask  God 
to  be  concerned  about  your  condition  and 
your  longing  for  health?  ” 

“No.” 

“Then  if  God  knows  about  you  and  is 
concerned  about  your  condition  and 
longing  for  health,  would  it  not  be 
presumptuous,  indeed  irreverent,  for  me 
to  pray  to  God  to  heal  you?  ’  ’ 

She  looked  up  at  me  —  a  disturbed 
look.  For  the  first  time  she  had  nothing  to 
say.  I  waited.  Finally  she  asked,  “Don’t 


The  AW  ACS  sale  is  not  ‘morally  defensible’ 


::To  the  Editor 
;•  We -want  to  commend  and  thank  you 
/for  your  editorial  portraying  the  late 
/  Anwar  Sadat  as  a  world  peacemaker 
/(TM/UMR,  Oct.  16).  However,  we  must 
/strongly  disagree  with  your  editorial 
•/endorsing  the  sale  of  AWACS  aircraft  to 
/Saudi  Arabia.  While  we  agree  with  you 
/  that  “peace  is  not  without  sacrifice,"  it  is 
/difficult  to  believe  that  this  sale 
represents  a,  Christiaa, response -to  the 
.  problems  of  mistrust,  hate,  and  fear 
which  dominate  the  Middle  East,  and 
.  indeed  the  world. 

As  Christians  who  deplore  the  use  of 
'  weapons,  whether  offensive  or  defensive, 
we  cannot  envision  any  situation  where, 
in  the  light  of  Christ’s  teachings,  they 
’  could  be  understood  as  “morally 
defensible.” 

;  You  write,  “Peace  never  comes 
;  without  a  risk.”  We  infer  the  “risk”  to  be 

*  whether  we  arm  the  “right”  side  or  not. 
Is  it  really  the  Christian’s  business  to  be 
involved  in  the  arming  of  national 

*  governments?  Yes,  the  world  will 
1  probably  continue  its  arming  without  us. 

But,  Christ  did  not  commission  his 
followers  to  be  involved  in  arming.  As 
Christians,  we  are  commissioned  to  live 

*  and  proclaim  the  love  and  teachings  of 

*  Jesus,  not  the  strategems  of  political 
expediency. 

We  must  ask  as  Martin  Niemoller 
’  asked:  “What  would  Jesus  say?”  Would 
'  He  say  the  way  to  peace  is  through  more 
technology  and  military  hardware? 

*  Would  He  say  that  leading  the  world  in 
arms  sales  is  a  sign  of  our  faith  and  our 

'  reverence  for  life? 
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We  pray  for  a  time  when  Christ’s 
church  will  feel  the  “fervent  passion  for 
the  principles  of  peace”  felt  by  the 
Moslem  Sadat,  and  will  “summon  the 
courage  ...  to  walk  the  lonely,  risk-filled 
path  which  alone  can  make  world  peace 
a  reality.” 

We  pray,  with  you,  for  the  peace  of 
Christ  to  overcome  our  world.  Thank  you 
for  your  ministry. 

Rosalie  A.  Black 
Slidell,  Louisiana 

AnwarSadat,  AWACS 
editorials  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Who  pays  any  attention  to  Reporter 
editorials?,  one  reader  asked.  Well,  I  do, 
for  one.  And  I  think  many  more  people 
read  them  and  agree.  The  editorial 
headlined  “Sadat’s  peace  quest  must  go 
on”  is  a  masterpiece  and  I  agree  heartily 
with  the  editorial  which  followed  under 
the  headline  .“AWACS  sale  morally 
defensible”  (see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  16). 

The  trouble  with  many  readers  is  that 
they  are  too  involved  with  a  purely 
personal  problem  like  abortion,  which 
should  be  left  strictly  up  to  a  mother’s 
conscience.  Consequently,  they  neglect 
the  greater  issues  facing  us  as 
Christians. 

The  church  should  be  involved  in 
teaching  moral  values  rather  than 
waiting  until  the  damage  has  been  done 
and  we  have  the  problem  of  unwanted 
children,  abused  and  battered  wives  and 
children,  absentee  fathers,  etc.  Where 
does  our  duty  lie? 

Lucille  A.  Brown 
Hermitage,  Missouri 

What  are  Nestle  boy  cotters 
doing;  to  halt  starvation? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  trust  that  the  United  Methodist  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force  will  consider  what 
the  poor  babies  of  the  world  will  drink  if 
the  Nestle  or  similar  products  are  not 
used.  If  there  are  no  cows,  goats,  or 
camels  to  produce  milk  and  the  mothers 
are  so  undernourished  that  they  cannot 
produce  milk,  what  else  must  the  world’s 
poor  babies  do?  Drink  dirty  water? 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  if  some  so- 
called  Christians  want  to  boycott  Nestle 
Corp.  that  is  their  privilege  —  but  what 
are  these  same  Christians  doing  to 
alleviate  starvation? 

I,  for  one,  will  continue  to  purchase 
Nestle  products  until  these  “Christians” 
can  show  me  why  the  Nestle  product,  if 
properly  used,  cannot  really  help  others. 
Perhaps  education  of  the  people  using 
the  product  is  really  the  only  obstacle! 
Burton  M.  Kirby 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Get  rid  of ‘Shibboleths’ 
and  get  back  to  basics 
To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  suggestion  to  our  religious 
intellectuals  —  let’s  drop  a  few  of  our 
high-sounding  (and  often  misleading) 
verbal  shibboleths  and  get  back  to  basic 
English.  “Pluralism”  should  be  the  first; 
what’s  wrong  with  “tolerance?"  The 
latter  word  is  clear  and  not  ambiguous, 
and  all  will  agree  that  tolerance  is  a  fine 
ideal.  But  still,  we  are  justified  in  saying 
to  those  who  differ  with  us,  “While  I 
respect  your  right  to  run  your  house  your 
way,  you  stay  in  it  in  peace  and  allow  me 
to  run  mine.”  One  would  hardly  expect 
the  NAACP  under  the  flimsy  excuse  of 
“pluralism,”  to  accept  a  Klansman  as  a 
member,  or  even  a  Masonic  lodge  to 


permit  a  non-Mason  on  a  policy-making 
board.  Then  why  any  church 
denomination?  Only  United  Methodists 
know  what  United  Methodists  want!  And 
only  meddlers  at  best,  and  subversives  at 
worst,  could  claim  otherwise. 

Indeed  liberals  who  espouse  pluralism 
should  joyfully  welcome  the  presence  of 
the  Moral  Majority  at  Washington.  Have 
not  our  church  and  the  National  Council 
had  tax-free  lobbies  there  for  years? 
Then  why  the  uproar?  The  opposing  side 
is  not  even  tax-free!  Though  I  strongly 
disagree  with  some  of  its  objectives,  the 
only  alternative  to  the  Moral  Majority  at 
present  is  the  Immoral  Minority.  Those 
who  really  want  to  understand  it  might 
try  reading  the  study  of  Jerry  Falwell  in 
"Christianity  Today”,  for  September  4. 

Perhaps  the  best  solution  would  be  for 
those  WHO  HONESTLY  BELIEVE  in 
church-state  separation  to  withdraw  all 
lobbies,  letting  our  elected 
representatives  run  our  political  life 
while  the  church  gives  us  the  real  moral 
and  spiritual  guidance  for  which  we 
hunger.  There  is  some  pathos  in  an 
article  in  the  October  “McCall’s,”  where 
educators  are  suggesting  public  school 
courses  in  ethics  and  morals.  WHERE 
HAVE  THE  CHURCHES  BEEN? 

Son  Fesler 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Article  on  curriculum 
called  positive,  helpful 
To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  very  positive  and 
helpful  article  by  Joyce  Hopkins  head¬ 
lined  “Church  School  lesson  writers  keep 
it  all  in  the  family”  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  25). 


male  God,  according  to  the  prayer  I  heard. 

I  don’t  need  to  tell  you  about  the  hymns 
and  anthems,  probably.  Are  yours  as 
exclusive  of  feminine  references  as  ours? 

Oh,  by  the  way  —  after  this  service 
some  of  the  women  served  coffee.  Their 
husbands  assisted. 

Carol  Hoell  Umber 
Los  Angeles,  California 
Mr.  Wildmon  is  a  good 
represenlative  of  the  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

While  the  recent  debate  on  television 
between  Phil  Donahue  and  the  Rev. 
Donald  Wildmon  was  not  a  clear-cut 
victory  for  either  side,  it  was  a 
worthwhile  and  significant  presentation 
of  conflicting  concerns  between 
adversary  groups. 

Although  I  have  no  strong  objections  to 
the  programming  on  the  Donahue  show,  I 
was  very  impressed  with  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
courage,  poise,  and  conviction.  Rather 
than  the  southern  country-bumpkin 
preacher  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  that  some  journalists  had 
portrayed  him  to  be,  I  found  him  a  very 
articulate  spokesman  for  his  personal 
convictions,  and  a  good  representative  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  well  as 
for  the  National  Federation  for  Decency. 

In  a  time  when  many  religious 
spokesmen  offend  as  many  people  as  do 
certain  TV  shows,  Mr.  Wildmon 
certainly  did  a  commendable  job  and 
won  my  admiration  and  respect.  No  one 
should  be  faulted  because  he  has  strong 
convictions  and  a  southern  accent. 

Suzanne  M.  Pelton 
Richardson,  Texas 


This  article  was  really  well  done.  We  c 

are  glad  your  readers  will  understand  so  •  a  t  of  perfornnn  <1 
Clearly  that  curriculum  writers  are  not  sacraments  denied  laity? 
ivory  tower  people,  but  those  who  work  in  To  the  Editor : 


local  churches,  and  have  first-hand 
experience  and  contact  with  church 
schools.  „  .  „ 

Roger  L.  Burgess 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Some  leaders  should 
shame  members  of  I'lVIC 
To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  column  by  Mrs. 
Ruth  Richmond  headlined  “Murder  by 
any  other  name  is  still  a  sin  before  God” 
(TM/UMR,  Sept.  18),  expressed  my 
views  on  abortion.  Some  of  the  leaders 
we  now  have  telling  the  world  what  the 
United  Methodist  Church  stands  for 
should  shame  each  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

If  murder  is  wrong,  abortion  certainly 
is.  My  Bible  says  “God”  is  the  same 
yesterday,  today  and  forever.  So  let  all 
church  members  who  feel  abortion  is 
wrong  stand  up  and  say  so. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Black 
Clyde,  Texas 

Lack  of  inclusive 
language  challenged 
To  the  Editor  : 

I’m  not  attending  “my”  church 
anymore.  Let  me  describe  the  last 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  I 
experienced. 

Our  minister’s  sermon  was  a  triumph 
for  maleness:  every  illustration  was 
masculine  —  the  words  “she”  or  “her” 
were  never  used  —  and  we  are  supposed 
to  believe  God  is  male,  too,  apparently. 
So  is  our  minister. 

For  the  children’s  sermon,  a  male 
associate  minister  talked  to  the  little 
ones  about  “our  Father.”  Shortly  after 
that,  a  stately  group  of  dark-suited 
ushers  accepted  our  offerings  .  .  .  to  a 


Space  available,  I  do  hope  you  can 
print  the  following  to  help  me  resolve  the 
question  I  pose. 

Articles  XVI  and  XVII  of  our  church’s 
Articles  of  Religion  state  in  part,  “There 
are  two  Sacraments  ordained  of  Christ 
our  Lord  in  the  Gospel:  that  is  to  say, 
Baptism  and  the  Supper  of  the  Lord.” 

In  the  shadow  of  Martin  Luther,  I  pose 
the  question:  “Why  the  ordained  have 
reserved  the  act  of  performing  the 
miracle  of  transforming  the  elements  of 
Communion,  and  enjoy  a  power  and 
privilege  DENIED  even  the  angels”  And 
to  the  least  of  these,  the  laity? 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Porterville,  California 

Boards  should  address 
politicians  via  grassroots 

To  the  Editor: 

So  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  doesn’t  get  a 
response  from  the  White  House  (see 
TM/UMR,  Oct.  16).  I  do  —  every  time  I 
write,  as  well  as  from  my  senators  and 
representative.  So  if  the  board  wants  to 
improve  politics,  it  should  feed  its 
congregation  the  poop,  and  we  will 
effectively  feed  it  to  the  politicians,  if  it 
should  go  there.  Few,  if  any,  politicians 
are  so  naive  as  to  think  the  board  speaks 
for  any  other  than  the  people  on  that 
board.  We  are  the  vote,  and  we  are  the 
listened  to.  This  is  the  way  it  should  be! 

If  this  board  —  or  any  board  —  has 
anything  to  say  or  know  of  action  needed, 
it  is  going  to  have  to  do  its  homework  well 
and  get  the  facts  down  here  to  the 
grassroots  where  us  grubworms, 
tumblebugs,  and  votes  are. 

M.  G.  Bud  Smathers 
Waco,  Texas 


you  believe  God  can  do  anything?  ” 
“Anything?” 

“Yes.” 

She  waited.  Finally  I  said,  “It  is 
certainly  reasonable  for  you  to  believe 
that  if  God  can  do  anything,  why  doesn’t 
God  heal  you.” 

She  looked  up  at  me,  confident  in  her 
conception  of  God,  challenging  my 
conception.  She  had  pushed  me  into  a 
corner  and  I  knew  my  conception  of  God 
was  at  stake. 

“To  me,”  I  said,  “the  limits  of  God’s 
comprehension  and  capability  are 
beyond  my  human  understanding.  But  I 
believe  God  (the  creator  of  truth,  of 
order,  cause  and  effect,  justice  and 
mercy)  is  not  a  magician  pulling  rabbits 
out  of  hats.” 

She  pondered  my  provocative,  perhaps 
irreverent  comments,  and  then  said, 
“But,  Reverend,  if  I  don’t  ask  God  in 
prayer  to  heal  me,  how  would  God  know  I 
want  to  be  healed?  The  Bible  tells  us  to 
ask  God  for  what  we  need,  and  promises, 
‘Ask  and  you  shall  receive.’” 

“My  dear,”  I  responded,  “when  you 
were  a  child  did  you  have  to  ask  your 
parents  to  feed  you,  to  clothe  you,  to 
provide  a  snug  bed  for  you  and  many 
other  things?” 

"Of  course  not,”  she  quickly 
responded.  “But  if  God  can  and  wants  to 
heal  me,  why  doesn’t  God  heal  me?” 

“God  is  trying  to  heal  you  by  day  and 
by  night;  first  of  all  through  the  healing 
God  has  provided  in  your  body,  then 
through  the  skills  of  doctors  and  nurses, 
then  through  the  protective  environment 
of  this  hospital,  and  also  through  the 
thinking  and  disposition  you  alone  are 
able  to  provide.  Don’t  you  see,  dear  lady, 
it  would  be  presumptuous  for  me  to  pray 
to  God  to  heal  you?” 

“Then  what  godd  is  frr^er,  or  the  need 
of  it?”  she  asked. 

“To  express  gratitude  for  the  skills 
that  doctors  and  nurses  are  able  to 
provide  for  your  cure,  and  also  gratitude 
for  all  the  facilities  a  hospital  offers. 

“To  express  gratitude  for  an 
embracing  fellowship  of  love  that  kin¬ 
folk  and  friendships  provide. 

“And  finally,  perhaps  above  all,  to 
express  confidence  in  God’s  purposeful 
planning  for  all  creation  —  that  includes 
you.” 

She  lay  relaxed.  Slowly  her  eyes  filled 
with  tears.  Then  she  looked  up  at  me  and 
said,  “Thank  you  my  dear  friend.  But 
before  you  leave  me  to  think  over  what 
you  have  told  me,  pray  to  our  God  a 
prayer  you  can  conscientiously  pray.  ” 
Holding  her  hand  I  prayed  briefly  a 
grateful,  hopeful  prayer.  The 
everlasting,  loving  presence  of  God  did 
not,  in  my  opinion,  need  my  prayer,  but  I 
hoped  it  would  fulfill  her  need.  When  she 
opened  her  eyes  and  smiled  at  me  it  was 
a  blessing  I,  too,  needed  and  will  never 
forget. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Lester 
Sprenger,  is  a  retired  pastor  who  served 
40  years  in  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference.  He  now  lives  in  Sarasota, 
Florida. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness.”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Mr.  Bell 

appeared.  Instead,  I  feel  the  need  for  all 
of  us  to  focus  on  divine  worship  as  an 
occasion  for  responding  to  biblicql 
imperatives  and  nurturing  deeper 
spiritual  life.  Sometimes  this  requires 
reducing  distractions  and  increasing  our 
concentration  on  carefully  defined  goals. 
For  me,  this  concern  flows  from  a  hunger 
for  richer  experiences  of  communal 
reverence  and  from  the  conviction  thqt 
acknowledgment  of  the  transcendence  Qf 
God  often  has  been  neglected  in  our 
public  devotional  exercises. 

One  of  the  most  useful  definitions  of 
worship  was  developed  a  few  decades 
ago  through  an  effort  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  It  holds  that 
worship  is  “the  concentration  of  all  our 
faculties  on  the  corporate  self-giving  to 
God  in  response  to  His  love  and  in  praise 
of  His  glory.”  The  key  word  is 
concentration.  At  what  price  does  an 
engineer  or  a  musician  concentrate? 
How  does  a  surgeon  or  an  actor  exercise 
the  gifts  and  skills  of  their  occupation  in 
an  effectual  manner?  To  what  extent 
ought  all  participants  in  worship  be 
called  to  such  intensity  of  concentration? 

“Concentration  of  all  our  faculties”  in 
a  United  Methodist  service  will  usually 
be  assisted  by  a  variety  of  visual  ai)d 
aural  stimuli.  We  may  be  assisted  by 
stone  arches  and  stained  glass,  by 
carved  wood  and  fine  textiles,  by  .a 
mighty  organ  and  singing  voices.  To 
what  extent  may  we  hope  for  assistance 
from  the  spiritual  intensity  of  the  people 
around  us?  I  would  argue  that  a  spirit  of 
reverence  among  the  clergy  and  choir 
and  ushers  and  other  members  of  the 
congregation  is  potentially  more 
important  than  the  costliest  organ  or  the 
richest  fabric.  In  worship  as  well  as 
elsewhere  we  need  the  loving  support  pf 
one  another  to  fulfill  our  God-given  task. 

Lately  I  have  taken  to  walking  a  few 
extra  yards  to  approach  my  church  up 
the  center  of  the  front  steps  in  order  to 
see  the  great  doors  and  the  tall  spire,  jn 
all  their  glory.  I  recite  memorized  Psalm 
verses  as  I  climb  the  steps  to  remind  me 
of  the  awesome  destination  I  approach. 
After  nearly  50  years  of  church-going;  I 
am  trying  to  gather  and  focus  my 
spiritual  energies  on  the  adoration  .of 
God.  It  is  a  difficult  task.  How  awkward 
it  is  when  my  concentration  is  dissipated 
by  thoughtlessness  and  triviality. 

I  would  like  to  issue  this  as  an  appeal 
for  an  increase  in  the  spirit  of  reverence 
not  only  during  the  liturgy  itself,  but  also 
in  the  spiritual  preparation  for  it.  For 
some  this  will  include  private  and  small 
group  prayers.  It  may  include  putting  on 
special  garments  or  walking  along1  a 
particular  path.  For  all  it  should  iftclude 
the  time  reserved  for  an  organ  prelude, 
which  is  sometimes  unfortunately 
thought  to  come  before  the  beginning -of 
worship.  Let  us  assist  one  another  in 
responding  to  the  biblical  call,  “Enter 
into  His  gates  with  thanksgiving  and  into 
His  courts  with  praise.  Be  thankful  unto 
Him  and  bless  His  name.” 

" Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Monroe  Bell,  a  member  of 
Hennepin  Avenue  UMC  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  (Minnesota  Conference). 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Truth  or  Consequences 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  350  member- 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Truth  or 
Consequences,  New  Mexico  (New 
Mexico  Conference) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Truth  or 
Consequences  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor." 
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You  can  have  a  copy 
of  Cokesbury's  big, 
new,  once-a-year 
Books  Catalog  FREE ! 

It's  a  complete  listing  of  over  500 
books  available  from  Cokesbury.  Fic¬ 
tion  and  non-fiction.  Bibles  and  bio¬ 
graphies.  Theology  and  children’s 
stories. 

If  you  haven't  received  a  copy  of 
Cokesbury's  new  1981-82  Books  Cata¬ 
log,  return  the  coupon  below  today, 
or  take  it  to  your  Cokesbury 
Bookstore. 
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City  of  Faith  Hospital  opens ,  controversy  subsides 
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TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

£  TULSA.  Okla.  -  The  City  of  Faith  Hospital 
jiere,  which  began  as  a  vision  of  the  Rev.  Oral 
Roberts  and  flourished  despite  community 
controversy  and  a  lawsuit  that  went  all  the  way 
to  the  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court,  was  dedicated 
before  a  crowd  of  more  than  10,000  last  Sunday. 

•  During  his  dedication  address,  Mr.  Roberts 
•prophesied  “a  breakthrough”  in  cancer  is  not 
very  far  away.  Saying  he  did  not  know  if  a  cure 
•Would  come  from  the  City  of  Faith  research 
center  scheduled  to  open  in  1982,  he  predicted  it 
would  occur  when  the  spiritual  joins  the  medical 
in  the  research  lab. 

*  *  Emphasizing  that  people  who  have  cancer  are 
not  satanic,  he  said  at  a  press  conference,  the 
disease  itself  seemed  to  be  satanic. 


Inclement  weather  moved  the  dedication 
ceremonies  inside,  but  the  occasion  still  took  on 
the  character  of  a  “spirit-filled”  gathering. 
About  half  of  the  persons  in  Mabee  Auditorium 
sang  the  closing  hymn  with  arms  and  faces 
upraised,  and  Mr.  Roberts  began  his  closing 
prayer  with  what  sounded  like  speaking  in 
tongues. 

The  teaching  hospital  for  the  Oral  Roberts 
nursing,  dental,  theology  and  medical  schools 
opened  its  doors  debt-free. 

Opposition  to  the  complex  was  staunch  among 
much  of  the  city’s  medical  community,  however, 
when  Mr.  Roberts  announced  in  1977  his  vision  of 
the  medical  complex. 

Local  hospital  administrators  said  that  two  out 
of  every  five  beds  in  Tulsa  were  empty.  They 


predicted  that  the  addition  of  the  projected  777- 
bed  capacity  at  City  of  Faith  would  not  only 
increase  their  nurse  and  patient  shortage 
problems,  but  increase  the  cost  of  medical  care 
for  Tulsa  residents. 

Oral  Roberts  University  officials  answered 
their  critics  by  saying  most  City  of  Faith  patients 
would  come  from  outside  the  Tulsa  area  as 
would  the  nurses  and  doctors  to  staff  the  facility. 

The  controversy  began  to  subside  when  the 
City  of  Faith  secured  a  state-granted  permit  to 
build  a  294-bed  hospital  in  1978. 

And,  since  City  of  Faith’s  clinic  opened  in  June, 
70  percent  of  the  patients  have  come  from 
outside  the  Tulsa  area.  Dr.  James  Winslow,  the 
medical  center’s  chief  executive,  said  he 
expected  a  similar  ratio  to  continue  for 


hospitalized  patients  as  well. 

Registered  nurses  and  physicians  at  City  of 
Faith  have  also  come  primarily  from  outside  the 
Tulsa  area  No  nurse  recruiting  was  done  in  the 
local  area,  which  continues  to  suffer  a  nursing 
shortage,  hospital  officials  said.  So  far,  City  of 
Faith  has  not  shared  this  problem. 

City  of  Faith  now  is  even  a  member  of  the 
Tulsa  Area  Hospital  Council,  which  backed  the 
lawsuit  to  revoke  its  permit.  The  Oklahoma 
Supreme  Court  ruled  last  March  against  the 
council. 

“It’s  a  licensed  hospital  going  into  service,  and 
it  will  have  common  problems  and  concerns  with 
the  other  hospitals  in  the  county.  It  should  be  a 
member  of  the  council,”  said  James  Harvey, 


president  of  the  Hillcrest  Medical  Center  here 
and  an  early  council  critic  of  the  proposed 
hospital. 

“Most  of  the  people  I  have  talked  to  recently 
havr  taken  a  ‘wait  and  see’  attitude  and  are 
trying  to  keep  a  fairly  open-mind,”  said  Dr. 
Michael  Haugh,  president  of  the  Tulsa  County 
Medical  Society . 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Wells,  director  of  the 
Oklahoma  United  Methodist  Annual  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  said  the  opening  of  the 
City  of  Faith  complex  has  caused  little 
controversy  among  area  members  of  his 
denomination.  United  Methodists,  he  recalled, 
did  take  both  sides  of  the  argument  back  in  1977. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Full  council  endorses 
infant  formula  course 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  From  Bible  study  to 
futurism  .  .  .  from  boycotts  to  “trick  or 
treat”  .  .  .  this  was  United  Methodism’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  annual 
meeting  here  in  the  council’s 
headquarters  city  Oct.  27-31. 
Adjournment  came  only  about  two  hours 
before  midnight  on  All  Saints’  Eve. 

([  The  100-some  members  had  seemed 
equally  at  home  whether  lustily  singing, 
■'from  memory,  “Jesus  loves  me,  this  I 
know  ...”  following  one  of  five  studies 
'of  Genesis  or  listening  intently  to  a  task 
‘force  report  on  the  infant  formula 
controversy. 

'  Following  that  report  the  council  voted 
-Solidly  though  not  unanimously  to 

•  tendorse  an  international  code  of 
■  marketing  breast  milk  substitutes.  The 
-'council  also  continued  its  decision  not  to 

•  decide  whether  to  boycott  the  Nestle 
'Corp.,  a  leading  manufacturer  of  infant 
-formula,  at  least  not  before  the  task  force 
•gives  its  report  no  later  than  July  1982. 

Even  the  meeting  site  —  Nestle-owned 
•Stouffer’s  Dayton  Plaza  Hotel  —  had 
■been  the  subject  of  some  dispute.  An 
estimated  15  members  stayed  at  a 
nearby  hotel  to  register  their  concern 
over  the  infant  formula  issue. 

But  there  was  harmony  on  more  than 

•  hymns  in  the  council’s  second  business 
meeting  of  the  1981-84  quadrennium. 
Members  come  from  all  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  from  representative  numbers  of 
central  (overseas)  conferences,  and  from 

•  other  groups  to  assure  presence  of  members 
varied  by  age,  sex,  ethnic  origin,  and 

•  geography. 

By  the  time  of  its  1982  meeting 

•  -{October)  much  of  the  referrals  and 

other  paperwork  which  bombarded  this 

•  meeting  will  have  begun  crystallizing 

•  -.into  firm  legislative  and/or  funding 

.  proposals  for  the  1984  General 

.Conference. 

Some  members  grumbled,  in  fact, 

•  :that,  barely  into  the  quadrennium, 
,  they’re  already  expected  to  look  at 

timetables  for  four  years  hence.  But 

•  history  has  shown  that  the  council  has  no 

•alternative  if  it  is  to  be  the 

•  denomination’s  programmatic  coordinating 
arm. 

At  least  one  GCOM  task  —  to  be  a  full 
partner  in  proposed  restructure  of  the 
„  ^General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (see 
•/story  below)  —  has  drawn  the  council 
i  *  into  some  controversy  and  some  sub- 
.  surface  suspicions. 

Another  task  —  to  participate  in 
drawing  up  a  master  plan  of  stewardship 
l  for  the  whole  denomination  —  could  lead 
down  the  same  path.  Apparent  from  the 
beginning  was  the  necessity  to  try  to 
reconcile  seemingly  overlapping 
sections  in  the  "Book  of  Discipline” 
which  give  stewardship  responsibilities 
’  to  two  different  agencies. 


Also  certain  not  to  find  favor  with  some 
of  the  council’s  main  constituents  —  the 
church’s  programmatic  boards  and 
agencies  —  is  a  study  on  agency  size. 
This  bears  the  up-front  rationale  of  a 
search  for  ways  to  cut  costs,  but  to  some 
people  it  looks  like  a  ticket  to 
programmatic  influence. 

Three  experts  from  the  Dayton-based 
Kettering  Foundation  led  the  council  on 
“a  look  at  possible  futures”  one  evening. 
One  futurist  particularly  caught  the  ears 
of  these  United  Methodist  leaders  as  he 
likened  the  church  to  his  foundation, 
saying  that  both  may  have  the 
unavoidable  role  of  societal  intervention. 
“At  the  very  least,  we  must  look  to  the 
future  to  see  what  may  happen  if  we 
don’t  intervene,”  he  said. 

Another  Kettering  futurist  identified 
these  “mediating  institutions”:  Family, 
neighborhood,  church,  and  associations. 
These,  he  said,  enable  people  to  have 
support  systems  necessary  to  survive. 

Then  he  said,  “The  church  may  be  the 
most  fundamental  mediating 
institution.”  But  in  a  humorous,  cautious 
word  which  these  council  members, 
many  still  new  to  the  task,  could  easily 
understand,  he  added,  “Never  leave  hold 
of  what  you  have  hold  of  until  you  have 
hold  of  something  else.  ” 

The  council  re-elected  its  entire 
executive  staff,  with  none  getting  more 
than  four  negative  votes  out  of  89  cast. 


A  60-foot  sculpture  of  two  joined  hands  lies  directly  in  front  of  the  City  of  Faith 
complex,  representing  the  union  of  the  hand  of  prayer  and  the  hand  of  medicine.  The 
glass  enclosure  at  the  base  of  the  center  building  houses  a  visitors'  center.  In  addition 
to  the  30-story  hospital  building,  the  complex  located  on  an  80-acre  tract  adjoining 
Oral  Roberts  University  includes  a  60-story  clinic  and  a  20-story  clinical  research 
center.  The  research  program  is  to  get  underway  by  1982.  city  of  faith  photo 


Task  force  tackles  church  growth 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  A  task  force 
assigned  to  develop  guidelines  and 
strategies  for  United  Methodist  new 
church  development  spent  the  better 
part  of  two  days  here  in  late  October 
trying  to  define  its  task. 

Part  of  the  problem  arose  because  no 
two  experts  whom  the  task  force  invited 
as  consultants  agreed  on  either  the 
problem  or  the  solution.  Another  part 
arose  because  task  force  members, 
representing  a  cross-section  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  come 
from  such  divergent  backgrounds  that 
hardly  any  two  have  had  similar 
experiences  in  what  it  means  to  develop 
new  churches. 

But  the  task  force  did  agree  —  and 
spent  much  of  its  time  working 
accordingly  —  that  developing  new 
congregations  and  revitalizing  existing 
old  congregations  are  not  the  same, 
though  both  are  part  of  the  overall 
situation  which  the  denomination  needs 
to  address. 

Separate  sub-units  —  one  on 
developing  new  congregations,  another 
on  revitalizing  old  ones  —  came  up  with 
preliminary  ideas  on  how  to  identify  the 
task,  how  to  finance  eventual 
denominational  emphases,  and  how  to 


■  New  and  old 
congregations  need 
new  growth  tactics 


devise  legislation  which  might  give 
church  development  the  kind  of 
emphasis  which  task  force  members 
believe  it  deserves. 

The  task  force  is  expected  to  continue 
its  work  through  Fall  1983,  with  the 
probability  of  both  strategy  and 
legislation  to  be  introduced  to  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

These  were  among  the  diverse 
positions  presented  to  or  expressed  by 
members  of  the  task  force: 

•  The  same  strategies  which  either 
plant  or  revitalize  white  congregations 
may  not  and  probably  will  not  work  with 
ethnic  minority  churches.  And  the  same 
strategy  which  will  develop  an  Hispanic 
congregation,  for  instance,  where  a 
cultural  community  exists,  almost 
certainly  will  not  work  in  an  Asian- 
American  setting  which  must  try  to 
reach  small  groups  of  people  scattered  in 


a  non-Asian  culture. 

•  New-church  development, 
particularly,  may  or  may  not  work  best 
through  ecumenical  participation. 

•  Financing  probably  is  the  number 
one  issue  in  either  direction  —  either  to 
form  new  congregations  or  to  revitalize 
existing  ones.  Among  financing  methods 
suggested  were  land  banks  (purchase  of 
vacant  or  reusable  land  well  ahead  of 
probable  construction),  self-financing 
within  the  denomination  (using  United 
Methodist  bank  accounts,  pension  funds 
and  investment  portfolios  to  finance 
church  development),  builders’  clubs 
(voluntary  contributions  of  a  relatively 
small,  previously-agreed-to  amount  “on 
call”  by  an  annual  conference  or 
jdistrict) . 

•  A  “new  church”  in  old  facilities, 
particularly  in  inner-city  areas,  may  be 
as  urgent  a  need  and  as  valid  a  part  of 
church  development  as  an  entirely  new 
congregation  in  a  newly-developing  area. 

•  Congregations  may  develop  out  of 
such  comparatively  unorganized  efforts 
as  house  churches,  “outpost”  Sunday 
schools,  or  home  Bible  study.  Some  may 
never  lead  to  formal  congregations,  but 
they  should  be  encouraged  and  nurtured 
nonetheless. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


.Mission  board  poll  reported 

i  Half  of  directors  reject  structural  change 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

*“  DAYTON,  Ohio  -  The  age-old  but  still 
potentially  explosive  question  of  how 
■  best  to  structure  United  Methodism’s 
'  'mission  arm  is  in  the  hands  of  a  20- 
'  member  committee. 

This  follows  separate  actions  by  the 
!•  denomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (GBGM)  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  —  the 
denomination’s  program  coordination 
and  evaluation  unit  —  at  their  separate 
;;  annual  meetings  here  and  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  in  late  October.  Each  group  voted 
to  name  10  persons  to  the  structure  study 
;•  committee. 

The  GCOM  action  came  after  a 
■:  somewhat  surprising  report  here  that  the 
Global  Ministries  board,  meeting  the 
previous  week,  had  taken  a  “preference 
survey”  of  its  members.  Originally  the 
:  Global  Ministries  directors  were  to 
have  been  presented  two  restructure 
models  drawn  up  by  the  board’s 
Research  and  Development  Committee. 

But  after  lengthy  debate  on  the  floor  in 
St.  Paul,  Global  Ministries  directors 
added  a  third  choice  —  to  stay  pretty 
much  as  they  are  structurally  —  to  their 
survey.  This  “survey”  was  described  as 
not  a  vote  but  merely  an  expression  of 
preference. 

The  results  of  that  “preference  survey” 
released  here  indicate  50  percent  of  the 
mission  agency’s  directors  would  like  to 
“stay  pretty  much  as  we  are.” 

The  results  released  here  by  Global 
Ministries  General  Secretary  Randolph 
Nugent,  were:  Model  1  (which  would  link 
the  current  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  administratively  to 
the  National  Division  and  programmati¬ 
cally  to  National,  World  and  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief),  41 
percent:  Model  2  (which  would  link 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  co-equally 


to  all  three  other  divisions  and  create,  at 
a  level  above  this  a  “Global  Concerns  Coor¬ 
dination  Committee”),  9  percent;  and  “stay 
pretty  much  as  we  are,  50  percent.” 

Visibility  big  issue 

Dr.  Nugent  told  the  GCOM  Unit  on 
Management,  which  oversees  the 
council’s  participation  in  the  structure 
study,  that  “the  new,  sudden  perspective 
on  the  structure  question  is  a  move  for  a 
more  visible  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division.  This  is  rising 
strong.”  He  said  that  related  to  this  new, 
strong  rise  is  a  call  by  many  Global 
Ministries  directors  to  allow  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division  to 
manage  all  the  denomination’s  health 
and  welfare  institutions.  He  did  not 
speculate  on  the  reasons  behind  that 
“call.” 

However,  the  previous  week  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Division  notified  the  mission 
board  that  it  “opposed  any  restructuring 
plan  that  would  diminish  the  visibility 
and  role  of  the  ministries”  related  to  its 
division. 

Reports  of  the  Global  Ministries 
“preference  survey,”  particularly  the 
continued  consideration  of  virtually  no 
restructure,  caught  some  GCOM 
directors  by  surprise.  And  those  who 
interpret  the  1980  General  Conference  to 
have  mandated  a  restructure  within  the 
1981-84  quadrennium  under  the  joint 
consultation  of  the  Global  Ministries  and 
the  GCOM  questioned  the  legality  of  the 
Global  Ministries  action. 

The  GCOM  is  charged  with  studying 
the  connectional  structures  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and,  after 
consultation  with  the  affected  general 
agencies,  recommending  appropriate 
legislative  changes  to  the  General 
Conference  to  effect  desirable 


modifications  in  the  agency. 

The  process  of  the  mission  board’s 
looking  at  administrative  and  structural 
options  to  achieve  “mission  in  the  1980’s” 
in  consultation  with  the  GCOM  began 
prior  to  1980. 

The  1980  General  Conference  ordered 
continuation  of  the  process  “to  achieve 
flexibility  in  administration  and 
structure  within  the  1981-84 
quadrennium”  and  asked  that  it  be 
completed  and  reported  to  the  1984 
session  of  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body. 

GCOM  President  Dwight  Loder,  bishop 
of  the  West  Ohio  Area,  stopped  short  of 
questioning  the  legality  of  Global 
Ministries  action.  But  he  did  point  out 
that  41  percent  favoring  one  proposed 
model  over  the  current  structure  is 
“significant.” 

There  is  also  some  question  whether 
the  revised  timeline  which  establishes 
the  new  20-member  study  committee  will 
permit  agreement  on  any  model,  a 
“testing”  of  that  model,  and  a  “putting  in 
place”  of  a  new  Global  Ministries 
structure  before  1984.  Some  GCOM 
members  feel  that  not  to  complete  that 
task  would  itself  violate  the  1980  General 
Conference’s  mandate. 

The  unexpected  action  by  the  Global 
Ministries  board  seemed  to  dampen 
relations  established  at  a  Sept.  15-16 
meeting  of  sub-committees  from  the  two 
agencies.  A  report  from  that  meeting 
spoke  of  their  working  “as  advocates  in  a 
collegial,  consultative,  supportive 
relationship  .  .  .  sharing  in  dialogue  and 
suggestions  at  each  crucial  step  .  .  . 
pledging  mutual  and  continuing  support 
in  this  effort.” 

The  Global  Ministries’  Research  and 
Development  Committee  told  that  small 
joint  meeting  that  four  principles 
underlie  the  committee’s  deliberations: 


Spiritual  medicine 
prescribed  with  care 


(1)  Reaffirmation  of  the  1964  agreements 
with  the  Women’s  Division,  which 
recognize  that  the  Women’s  Division 
funds  much  work  of  both  the  National 
and  World  Divisions  and  shares  in 
elected  and  staff  management  of  those 
two  divisions;  (2)  to  strengthen  the  role 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
directors;  (3)  to  strengthen  the  role  of 
the  mission  agency’s  general  secretary  , 
and  (4)  to  improve  annual  conference 
relationships. 

Dr.  Nugent  confirmed,  under 
questioning  here,  that  the  restructure 
process  has  not  received  input  so  far 
from  the  Central  Conferences 
(overseas).  He  said  this  will  be  done.  He 
also  affirmed  that  his  board  remains 
open  to  any  other  models  which  may  be 
developed. 

Initiative  claimed 

But  he  closed  his  presentation  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  by  saying 
that  the  restructure  initiative  “remains 
with  the  board  ( GBGM ) ,  which  will  move 
consultatively  with  the  GCOM.” 

At  the  10  p.m.  adjournment  time  in  the 
middle  of  the  week-long  meeting,  Bishop 
Loder  followed  that  remark  by  Dr. 
Nugent  by  saying  there  would  be  no 
further  discussion  of  the  matter  at  that 
time.  He  invited  GCOM  members  to  give 
written  comments  to  Dr.  Nugent. 

The  drive  for  a  “preference  vote”  by 
the  mission  board  directors  the  previous 
week  was  led  by  John  Stumbo,  a  Topeka, 
Kans.  attorney  who  said  he  was 
concerned  that  Global  Ministries 
directors  give  clear  signals  of  their 
preference  in  restructure  because  “I 
think  GCOM  has  its  own  opinion  about 
our  restructure.  I  don’t  want  that  agenda 
to  be  a  part  of  designing  a  model  for  us.  ” 
-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

TULSA,  Okla.  —  Even  the  graffiti  that 
appeared  during  the  construction  of  the 
newly-opened  City  of  Faith  Hospital  here 
usually  was  spiritual  in  nature, 
according  to  some  executive  staff 
persons. 

A  spiritual  atmosphere  continues  in  the 
hospital  corridors  where  it  is  not  unusual 
to  overhear  people  end  conversations 
with  “Praise  the  Lord,"  used  much  as 
one  might  hear  “Have  a  nice  day’' 
elsewhere. 

TM/UMR  was  part  of  a  national  press 
preview  of  the  City  of  Faith  complex  last 
month  which  included  a  tour  of  part  of 
the  30-story  hospital  building.  Most  of  the 
floors  are  still  empty,  waiting  for  the  day 
in  1988  when  hospital  officials  project 
that  777  beds  will  be  available. 

The  medical  complex,  which  began  as 
a  vision  experienced  by  its  founder,  the 
Rev.  Oral  Roberts,  officially  opened  with 
dedication  ceremonies  last  Sunday.  The 
first  patients  were  scheduled  to  check  in 
Nov.  2. 

The  “City  of  Faith”  as  seen  by  Mr. 
Roberts  in  1977,  would  be  a  place  where 
one’s  physical,  mental  and  spiritual 
needs  would  be  met  and  where 
traditional  medicine  and  prayer  would 
merge  not  only  openly,  but  as  a  matter  of 
written  policy. 

Mr.  Roberts,  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  related  to  the  Boston  Avenue  UMC  here, 
said  he  saw  three  triangular  skyscrapers 
in  his  vision— a  60-story  clinic,  a  30-story 
hospital  and  a  20-story  clinical  research 
center.  At  the  entrance  stood  giant  hands 
symbolizing  the  union  of  prayer  and 
medicine. 

The  vision  is  now  complete,  not  only  in 
the  three  skyscrapers,  but  in  the  quality 
that  one  of  its  administrators  says  sets  it 
apart  even  from  church-related  hospitals. 

That  quality  is  “the  visibility  of  the 
spiritual  element,”  B.  Joe  Gunn  said. 
“I’m  not  trying  to  talk  down  other 
church-related  hospitals,  but  they  have 
evolved  into  the  traditional  model”  for 
modern  facilities. 

Bringing  together  prayer  and 
medicine,  as  a  matter  of  policy  and 
philosophy  is  another  unique  quality  at  the 
City  of  Faith. 

Every  patient  here  has  a  prayer 
partner  as  well  as  a  registered  nurse  and 
a  physician.  Dr.  Loretta  Watson,  an 
associate  administrator  and  director  of 
nurses,  says  nurses  at  City  of  Faith  also 
are  encouraged  to  pray  with  their 
patients. 

“We  expect  the  prayer  partner  to  be  a 
part  of  the  health  care  team  along  with 
the  nurses  and  doctors,”  said  Dr.  James 
Winslow,  chief  executive  at  City  of  Faith. 

“How  well  they’ll  work  together,  we 
don’t  know,”  he  said.  “We’re 
pioneering”  the  concept.  He  explained 
that  the  hospital  is  “working  toward  an 
ideal." 

The  Rev.  Roy  Pike,  a  United  Methodist 
from  the  Maine  Annual  Conference,  is 
coordinator  of  the  prayer  partner 
program  in  the  City  of  Faith  clinic,  next 
door,  which  opened  last  June. 

“Our  main  role  is  to  pray  with  the 
patient,”  Mr.  Pike  said.  “Our  job  is  not  to 


change  or  to  define  (the  patients’) 
theology,  but  to  find  out  where  they  are 
theologically  when  they  come  here,  and 
help  them  to  use  the  tools  they  already 
have  to  get  well.” 

A  spiritual  assessment  which  is  based 
on  answers  to  questions  on  a  printed 
form  is  prepared  much  like  the  patient's 
physical  condition  is  evaluated  on 
admission. 

Both  physical  and  spiritual  assess¬ 
ments  provide  an  understanding  of  a 
patient’s  strengths  so  that  the  hospital 
staff  can  better  assist  the  patient  to 
overcome  or  to  live  with  the  condition 
requiring  medical  treatment,  Dr.  Watson 
said. 

The  spiritual  assessment  form 
includes  statements  requiring  a  “yes”  or 
“no”  response  such  as:  “I  have  made  a 
personal  commitment  to  Christ,”  “I  feel 
close  to  God,”  “I  have  experienced 
healing  through  prayer,”  and  “I  attend 
church  regularly  and  get  involved.” 

One  statement  reflects  the  philosophy 
said  to  be  held  by  Mr.  Roberts:  “God  is 
the  source  of  all  healing,  and  He  uses 
both  prayer  and  medicine.” 

When  asked  what  happens  when  non¬ 
believers  come  for  treatment,  Mr.  Pike 
and  Dr.  Winslow  both  emphasized  that 
they  are  not  turned  away. 

Although  City  of  Faith  Hospital  has  no 
church-like  chapel  as  do  many  medical 
centers,  every  patient  floor  has  a  small 
prayer  or  meditation  room  with  two  or 


Dr.  Winslow  Rev.  Roberts 

three  chairs  casually  arranged,  a  small 
altar  and  a  Bible. 

Another  difference  from  most  other 
hospitals  is  that  the  use  of  tobacco  is 
prohibited  in  all  parts  of  the  City  of  Faith 
complex. 

All  hospital  employees  or  staff, 
including  nurses  and  physicians,  must 
sign  a  seven-point  “code  of  honor 
pledge”  that  prohibits  the  use  of  “all 
illegal  drugs,  alcoholic  beverages  and 
tobacco  products.”  Dr.  Winslow  said 
none  of  the  33  physicians  on  staff  have 
protested  the  pledge. 

He  said  most  already  were  living 
within  the  required  bounds  of  the  pledge 
which  generally  defines  a  lifestyle  or  life 
philosophy.  It  includes  a  promise  to 
apply  oneself  to  his/her  job  and  develop 
the  “full  powers  of  my  mind.”  Another 
point  requires  abiding  by  rules  adopted 
by  the  Oral  Roberts  Ministries. 

Another  provision  of  the  pledge  is  to 
attempt  to  follow  the  “do  unto  others  as  I 
would  have  them  do  unto  me”  teachings 
of  Jesus. 

“Many  people  have  come  to  work  here 
because  of  the  Christian  perspective, 
which  is  an  attempt  to  really  live  out 
what  you  talk,”  said  Dr.  Daniel  MacNeil, 
a  staff  cardiologist. 
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Bishop  says 
‘New  Right’ 
misuses  terms 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  (RNS)  - 
Describing  himself  as  an  "evangelical'’ 
and  a  "humanist,"  the  United  Methodist 
bishop  of  Iowa  has  accused  the  religious 
New  Right  of  misusing  those  words. 

Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  charged  that 
Jerry  Falwell  of  the  Moral  Majority  and 
others  have  restricted  the  meaning  of 
those  words. 

Writing  in  the  October  issue  of 
Hawkeye,  the  publication  of  the  Iowa 
United  Methodist  conference,  the  bishop 
noted  that  he  was  raised  in  the  old  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church,  which  merged  into  what 
is  now  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Also,  he  said,  he  had  taught  for  25  years 
at  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
(before  merger  with  Garrett  in 
Evanston,  Ill.). 

Therefore,  the  word  "evangelical”  is 
"a  word  with  which  I  can  identify,"  he 
wrote,  pointing  out  that  it  comes  from 
the  word  "evangel,"  which  means  "good 
news,  glad  tidings  of  God’s  gift  in 
Christ.” 

The  word  refers  to  the  gospel  as 
stressing  the  sinful  human  condition,  the 
need  of  salvation  and  the  change  that 
comes  into  lives  through  redemption  by 
faith,  Bishop  Clymer  wrote. 

“That  makes  me  an  evangelical,”  he 
said. 

But  he  charged  that  some  Christians 
;  recently  had  restricted  the  term  “to 
;  those  who  agree  with  their  brand  of  theo¬ 
logical  interpretation.  It  is  not  enough 
'  that  the  Bible  is  God’s  word  to  use.  We 
j  must  accept  their  theory  of  inspiration.  It 

•  is  not  enough  that  Christ  died  for  our 

•  sins.  We  must  accept  their  theory  of 
atonement. 

"It  is  not  enough  that  we  believe  that 
God  is  the  creator.  We  must  accept  their 
interpretation  of  creation.  It  is  not 
enough  that  we  believe  in  the  sacredness 
of  life.  We  must  accept  their  stand  on 
abortion.  If  we  do  not,  we  are  not  truly 
evangelical. 

"I  protest,"  the  bishop  declared.  "By 
all  that  the  word  means  in  the  original, 
by  all  that  it  has  meant  historically,  I  am 
an  evangelical.  Yet  I  know  the  battle  is 
probably  lost.  We  have  surrendered  the 
word  to  a  faction.  What  was  once  good 
tidings  has  become  a  word  of  division.” 

Bishop  Clymer  said  the  .same  divise- 
ness  surrounds  the  word  "humanism.” 

Since  the  14th  century,  he  said,  human¬ 
ism  has  been  a  good  word,  stressing  the 
importance  of  human  values  and  the 
cultivation  of  literary  classics. 

Suddenly,  this  positive  word  has 
become  a  "dirty  word,”  Bishop  Clymer 
said. 

"It  is  my  own  conviction  that  the  incar¬ 
nation  of  Christ  sanctifies  human  life  and 
gives  the  ground  for  an  understanding  of 
human  values,”  he  said. 

But  Mr.  Falwell,  said  the  bishop,  “has 
decreed  that  humanism  ‘challenges 
every  principle  on  which  America  was 
founded.  It  advocates  abortion-on- 
demand,  recognition  of  homosexuals, 
free  use  of  pornography,  legalizing  of 
prostitution  and  gambling  and  the  free 
use  of  drugs.’  ” 

Bishop  Clymer  said  that  “what  was 
once  a  good  word,  denoting  an  emphasis 
upon  enduring  human  values,  has 
become  a  branding  iron  placed  upon  all 
who  do  not  share  a  particular  theological 
view." 

Ecufilm  service 
launching  Jan.  1 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  EcuFUm,  a 
new  ecumenical  film  and  video  distribu¬ 
tion  service,  will  be  launched  here  Jan.  1 
by  United  Methodist  Communication 
(UMCom),  replacing  the  denomination’s 
United  Methodist  Film  Service. 

The  library  will  be  a  media  distribution 
service  for  church  and  secular  audiences 
and  will  include  the  film  and  video  re¬ 
sources  of  several  major  Protestant 
groups  including  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  TV  film  library.  Other 
denominations  already  committed  to  the 
service  are  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

A  unique  feature  of  the  service  will 
be  a  toll-free  telephone  line  (after  Jan.  1 : 
1-800-251-4091). 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  Full-time  Director  of  Chri»llan 
Education  and  Organist.  January  1982  Membership 
1200  Salary  Negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Reverend 
John  W  Stevenson.  Franklin  Street  United 
Methodist  Church.  510  Locust  St  ,  Johnstown.  PA  1S80I 


GIVE  YEAR  'ROUND  Christmas  gift  of  crisp  and 
colorful  mission  reporting  in  New  World  Outlook, 
mission  magazine  of  the  United  Methodist  Church! 
Coming  in  December  Church  renewal  in  Zimbabwe, 
mini-maps  centerfold.  Bread  for  the  World, 
interview  with  head  of  All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches,  and  more!  Each  month  New  World 
Outlook  brings  Christian  perspective  on  a  changing 
world.  To  subscribe  send  check/ money  order  <  1  yr. 
17;  2  yr  $13)  to  New  World  Outlook.  Service  Center. 
7820  Reading  Road.  Cincinnati.  OH  45237 


TWO  POSITIONS  OPEN:  Associate  Director. 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  «1  Area  of 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth.  «2  Area  of  Youth 
Work.  Both  other  responsibilities  Deadline  for 
applications:  Dec.  7  Duties  begin  Feb.  1.  Open  to  lay 
or  clergy  For  information/application  forms 
contact  Rev  Judith  Craig.  Ohio  East  Area  Center. 
8800  Cleveland  Ave.,  NW,  North  Canton,  OH  44720  or 
phone  (216)  499-3972 


CAMP  RESOURCE  POSITIONS  OPEN:  Three  half 
persons  to  work  in  providing  resources  and 
nation  for  district  and  local  church  camping 
idline  to  mail  applications  is  Nov  13.  Affirmative 
Action  employer  For  more  information  and 
applications  write  to  Rev  Clyde  Vaughn.  2435  N 
Thesta.  Fresno.  CA 93703.  «209  »  222-8419 


dtW-'  pe 
Beadlrn- 


ISSOCIATE  PASTOR/Minister  of  Educatioi 
needed  Generous  salary,  negotiable  on  the  basis  of 
education  and  experience.  For  multi-staff  work  in 
growing  church  of  1.100  members  Write  St.  Mark 
UMC.  301  W  Pecan.  McAllen.  TX  78501  or  call  <512) 
682  1481 


DIRECTOR  OK  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  neede. 
at  1.300-member  First  UMC  in  Maryville.  Tenn 
Salary  $16,000  Beginning  Jan.  1  If  interested,  write 
Ray  E  Robinson.  Box  473,  Maryville.  TN  37801 


TALLINN,  Estonia — The  Rev.  Heigo  Ritsbeck,  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Estonia,  introduces  guests  from  the  U.S.A.  attending  a  youth 
conference  here  Aug.  21-23. 

Peace,  rock  music  bring 
young  Christians  together 


TALLINN,  Estonia  —  An 
international  rock  concert  concluded 
a  three-day  Methodist  peace  confer¬ 
ence  here  for  more  than  200  Estonian 
young  people  recently,  reports  the 
Rev.  Heigo  Ritsbeck,  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Estonia. 

(Estonia  became  part  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1940;  it  is  one  of  the  Baltic 
republics). 

Mr.  Ritsbeck  said  in  a  report  sent  to 
TM/UMR  that  the  Estonian  youth 
were  joined  by  youth  representatives 
from  Norway,  a  Methodist  minister 
from  Finland  and  singer  Troy  Porter 
and  his  wife  from  Atlanta,  Ga.  Among 
the  ecumenical  guests,  he  said,  “we 
had  a  strong  Baptist  delegation  of 
Estonian  youth  leaders,  a  gospel-rock 


group  from  Kiev  (Ukraine)  and  "Pro 
Fide"  which  is  a  top  Finnish  Lutheran 
gospel-rock  group.  Rock  groups  from 
Kiev  and  Tallinn  also  performed. 

Mr.  Ritsbeck  said  the  conference 
was  called  a  "peace  rally"  and 
focused  "young  Methodist’s  attention 
on  the  problems  of  peace  —  inside  and 
outside  of  us.  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers  says  the  Word  of  God." 
He  described  the  conference  as 
including  the  usual  range  of  activities 
from  messages  and  lectures  to 
seminars  and  workshops  and  the 
music  festival.  “All  young 
participants  left  the  event  with  firm 
understanding  that  we  are  really  one 
in  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,” 
he  said. 


TALLINN.  Estonia — Some  200  Methodist  youth  gathered  for  the  peace  rally  to 
hear  lectures  and  participate  in  leadership  workshops.  - 


HEIGO  RITSBECK  PHOTOS 


Energy  expo  ’82 

Churches  to  offer  cots , 
showers  to  fair  visitors 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Several  area 
United  Methodist  churches  will  be 
offering  army  cots  and  showers  to 
church  groups  visiting  the  World’s  Fair 
here  next  year. 

The  Rev.  Andy  Ferguson  of  Second 
United  Methodist  Church  here  said  his 
and  other  local  church  representatives 
have  organized  in  an  effort  to  provide 
inexpensive  housing  for  church  groups 
visiting  the  World’s  Fair  May  1  — 
October,  1982.  Although  the  churches  will 
try  to  serve  every  age  group,  Mr. 
Ferguson  said  the  facilities  would 
generally  best  serve  youth. 

"What  we  will  be  providing  are  army 
cots  and  a  shower,"  he  said.  "I’m  not 
sure  someone  who  is  45  with  a  bad  back 
will  want  to  try  it,  but  we  will  consider 
most  church  group  requests." 

He  said  housing  visiting  groups  is  not  a 
new  idea.  "Our  youth  group  has  travelled 
across  the  country  and  has  stayed  in 
other  churches,  and  our  church  has 


Missions:  UMs  say  they  give  in 
thanks  to  meet  need,  save  souls 


NOVEMBER  6. 1981 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  "What  motivates 
United  Methodists  to  give  to  missions?” 
A  regional  study  reported  here  revealed 
three  reasons: 

Number  one:  Because  there  is  human 
need,  and  UMs  want  to  help  meet  human 
need; 

Number  two:  To  save  souls  for  Christ; 

Number  three:  A  combination  of 
gratitude  to  God  and  gratitude  for  Jesus 
Christ. 

"Getting  a  ‘tax  break’  is  not  a  major 
factor  in  mission  giving,”  reported  the 
Rev.  Dwight  Busacca,  a  field 
representative  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  the  North 
Central  region.  Mr.  Busacca  conducted 
the  research  process. 

Designated  giving  supported 

He  also  found  that  United  Methodists 
"strongly  affirm”  and  "overwhelmingly 
desire"  designated  giving.  When  asked, 
"Would  you  give  more  mission  money  if 
you  could  give  to  a  specific  project  where 
you  designate  where  money  is  to  be 
used,"  58  percent  said  "Yes.”  When 
asked,  "Which  type  of  mission  giving  has 
the  greatest  appeal  to  you?"  93  percent 
said  designation  has  the  greatest  appeal 
while  five  percent  preferred  "a  non- 
designated  gift.”  On  this  question,  both 
men  (92%)  and  women  (94%)  agreed. 

Armed  with  55  basic  questions  about 
mission,  Mr.  Busacca  set  out  in  his 
research  project  to  find  some  "facts"  to 
replace  "assumptions,”  he  said.  His 
survey  was  directed  to  every  fifth  local 


church  in  the  14  annual  conferences  in 
Midwestern  United  Methodism.  He 
hastens  to  add  that  his  findings  may  not 
reflect  other  regions  of  the  church. 

He  said  he  tabulated  810  responses  out 
of  1,253  questionnaires  distributed  to 
seven  persons  in  each  local  church:  the 
pastor,  the  chairpersons  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  the  Administrative  Board  and 
three  non-officer  lay  persons,  including 
at  least  one,  a  person  relatively  inactive 
in  the  church. 

Mr.  Busacca  said,  "For  both  Jesus  and 
for  United  Methodists,  there  are  two 
compelling  motivations  for  mission: 

(1) a  desire  to  meet  human  needs,  and 

(2)  ‘spiritual’  dimensions  to  giving,  i.e. 
sharing  the  good  news  of  God’s  love  and 
eternal  hope,  and  a  sense  of  gratitude  for 
the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Among  other  findings,  Mr.  Busacca 
reported: 

•  61  percent  of  the  respondents  said  they 
would  give  more  if  giving  could  be 
“personalized”  (through  mission 
speakers,  missionary  visits  and  special 
mission  events); 

•  68  percent  of  the  pastors  rated  the 
mission  programs  in  their  church  as  fair, 
poor,  or  non-existent; 

•  Hunger  related  programs  had  the 
greatest  appeal  for  36  percent  of  the 
respondents;  when  hunger,  agriculture 
and  relief  are  added  together,  the 
percentage  increases  to  48; 

•  85  percent  of  the  respondents  give  to 
mission  programs;  3  percent  said  they  do 
not  give  to  mission  programs;  12  percent 
did  not  answer; 


•  Only  3  percent  chose  "justice  and 
liberation"  as  having  strong  appeal  for 
giving; 

•  33  percent  of  local  church  officials  and 
55  percent  of  non-officer  members  do  not 
know  what  Advance  Specials  —  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  "second-mile  giving” 
program  for  mission  —  is  nor  do  they 
know  if  their  local  church  supports  it  in 
any  way; 

•  64  percent  of  the  local  church  officers, 
71  percent  of  the  non-officers  and  66 
percent  of  the  pastors  give  small 
amounts  ($49  or  less)  to  non-United 
Methodist  Mission  programs  while 
"significant"  amounts  of  $200  or  more 
are  given  by  15  percent  of  the  officers;  l’o 
percent  of  non-officers  and  eight  percent 
of  the  pastors  to  non-UM  programs. 

Policy  implications 

Mr.  Busacca  said  these  "learnings” 
merit  consideration  in  further  policy  for¬ 
mulation  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  He  suggested  that  the  tertn 
"Advance  Special”  needs  to  be  better 
understood,  that  specific  opportunities 
be  provided  for  UMs  to  designate  their 
mission  giving,  that  giving  be  person¬ 
alized,  that  mission  interpretation  — 
especially  through  "mission  speakers" 
—  be  increased,  that  local  church 
mission  committees  need  to  be  targeted 
for  development  and  that  gaining  the 
support  of  pastors  is  crucial. 

Further,  he  wrote,  "We  may  have  to  do 
a  better  job  of  explaining  justice/liber¬ 
ation  needs  if  our  constituency  is  to  be 
supportive  of  them.” 


South  Africa  story  said  incomplete 


housed  an  average  of  10  visiting  groups  a 
year.”  He  said  nearly  two  dozen  requests 
for  accommodations  during  the  fair  have 
already  come  in.  "We  hope  to  serve  at 
least  100  people  per  week,"  he  said. 

The  participating  churches  can  only 
provide  housing,  not  parking  facilities 
for  campers,  trailers,  buses  or  tents.  He 
said  it  is  unlikely  that  the  churches  will 
provide  meals,  but  some  will  make  their 
kitchen  facilities  available  to  visitors. 

The  cost  for  housing,  he  said,  will  be 
between  $2  and  $5  a  night  per  person.  Mr. 
Ferguson  said,  "This  is  not  a  money¬ 
making  venture.  What  we  are  consid¬ 
ering  is  the  cost  of  electricity,  water  and 
minor  improvements,  such  as  installing 
showers." 

The  project  is  being  sponsored  by  both 
the  Knoxville  District  and  the  Holston 
Annual  Conference  committees  on 
Leisure  Ministries,  he  said. 

Interested  groups  are  encouraged  to 
contact  Mr.  Ferguson  at  Second  UMC, 
1524  Western  Ave.  NW,  Knoxville,  TN 
37921,  (615)524-1689,  as  soon  as  possible. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  -  Two  United 
Methodist  bishops  who  were  listed  as 
"sponsors"  for  the  controversial  Oct.  9- 
11  conference  on  Southern  Africa 
protested  to  United  Methodist  News 
Service  last  week  that  TM/UMR’s  Oct.  23 
"interpretive  analysis”  regarding  the 
event  was  incomplete. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois 
Area  said  he  did  not  question  the 
accuracy  of  the  reporting  by  Roy 
Howard  Beck,  associate  editor.  "But  he 
did  not  see  everything,”  the  bishop 
concluded. 

The  bishop,  who  is  also  president  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  which  provided  office  space  for 
the  conference  which  was  alleged  to  be 
controlled  by  pro-Soviet  groups,  said  that 
upon  his  return  from  a  meeting  in 
London  he  has  talked  to  "a  dozen  or  15 
United  Methodists  who  participated  in 
the  Saturday  workshops. 

He  told  UMNS  “they  felt  very  positive 
about  the  conference  and  their  part  in  it.” 

The  bishop  said  the  TM/UMR  story 
"leaves  a  great  deal  unsaid  about  the 
nature  of  the  meeting  and  the  process 
under  which  it  operated.  The  substance 
of  resolutions  was  worked  out  in  the 
Saturday  workshops.  There  were  lots  of 
United  Methodists  participating  in 
those.” 

Bishop  Hodapp  added  that  the  final 
session  was  not  a  legislative  session  in 
the  strictest  sense,  but  received  and 
approved  working  group  reports  to  be 
distributed  to  conference  participants. 
"These  had  no  binding  authority  on  any 
person  or  group,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Beck,  who  was  present  for  the 
Saturday  afternoon  workshops  — 
contrary  to  assertions  by  some  church 
officials  that  he  attended  only  on  Sunday 

—  said  he  focused  his  report  on  the 
Sunday  session  because  that  was  when 
the  workshop  reports  were  presented  to 
the  total  group  for  action.  His  report 
described  as  undemocratic  the  process 
followed  at  the  Sunday  morning 
proceedings,  when  29-pages  of  materials 

—  described  as  a  "declaration"  and  a 
"national  program  of  action”  —  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  Beck  also  reported  that  while 
many  religious  leaders  were  listed  as 
"sponsors"  religious  leaders  were 


largely  invisible  on  the  platform  and 
panels  and  only  one  religious 
representative  was  on  the  31-member 
group  which  planned  and  led  the 
conference  —  Melba  Smith,  a  resource 
coordinator  for  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division. 

Two  other  laypersons  have  since  been 
identified  as  being  members  of  that 
group:  a  member  of  Riverside  Church 
where  the  first  two  days  of  the  conference 
was  held  in  New  York  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Beck  said, 
almost  half  of  the  conference’s  leadership 
belonged  to  groups  which  receive  Soviet 
and/or  are  identified  in  a  1978  Carter 
Administration  report  to  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  as  being  front  groups 
for  the  Soviet  Communist  Party. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said,  "The  United 
Methodist  Church  was  there;  quite 
evidently  those  with  pro-Soviet  leanings 
were  there  too.” 

The  bishop  noted  as  evidence  of  further 
religious  influence  at  the  conference  that 
sessions  during  the  first  two  days  were 


held  in  the  sanctuary  of  a  church,  and 
each  session  began  with  a  prayer. 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  of  the  UMC’s 
Chicago  Area,  who  also  was  listed  as  a 
"sponsor,”  said:  "Since  it  was  not  a 
legislative  body  and  the  actions  were  not 
imposed  on  individuals,  they  don’t  have 
the  significance  given  them  in  the  Beck 
reporting.  His  account  seemed  to  be  out 
of  proportion  to  the  meeting  itself.” 

Bishop  DeWitt  reiterated  confidence 
that  while  “maybe  only  one”  United 
Methodist  was  present  on  Sunday,  more 
were  involved  in  the  development  of  the 
program  of  action. 

The  bishops’  protest  was  part  of  an  8- 
page  UMNS  news  feature  on  "the 
complexity  of  issues  relating  to  Southern 
Africa  and  the  diversity  of  groups  working 
on  the  issues.” 

Otherwise,  the  UMNS  report  did  not 
deal  with  the  alleged  political  orientation 
or  the  apparent  lack  of  recognizably 
Christian  religious  orientation  among 
those  who  planned  and  controlled  the 
meeting. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


Networks  undermine  religious  values 


By  JOHN  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

VAIL,  Colo.  —  Television  networks 
discriminate  against  Christians, 
Christian  values  and  Christian  culture, 
charged  the  Rev,  Donald  E.  Wildmon, 
chairman  of  the  Coalition  for  Better  Tele¬ 
vision. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  from 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  made  his  accusations  in  a 
speech  here  this  fall  to  the  National 
Broadcast  Association  for  Community 
Affairs. 


800-527-9373 

IN  TEXAS  COLLECT  214-744-0346 


Bell  &  Howell 

v.10  PRICE  $938.00 

List  $1175.00 

Shipped  prepaid  when  check  comet  with  ordei 
A  service  el  the  United  Methodltt  Communications  Council 

Hsa 


Church  Resource  Systems 
P  O  Bo*  990  •  Dallas.  Texas  75221 


The  discrimination  exists,  he  said, 
because  in  the  networks  are  "a  very, 
very  small  minority  of  people,  strate¬ 
gically  placed,  who  are  basically  anti-re¬ 
ligious,  certainly  non-religious,  using 
their  positions  to  undermine  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Judeo-Christian  value  system  and 
change  it  to  one  more  reflective  of  their 
secular  supremacist  viewpoint.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  that  the  "secular 
supremacist"  believes  that  the  secular 
man  is  inherently  superior  to  the 
religious  man.  “It  is  a  view,”  he 
continues,  "that  believes  that  secular 
values,  such  as  materialism,  are 
superior  to  religious  values,  such  as 
humility.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  admitted  that  his  coali¬ 
tion’s  longtime  emphasis  on  sex,  violence 
and  profanity  on  television  has  been  too 
narrowly  defined. 

"During  the  past  few  weeks,"  he  said, 
“I  have  been  looking  deeper  into  the 
problem  of  television.  It  is  not  a  problem 
of  sex,  violence,  profanity,  etc.  These  are 
only  symptoms,  not  the  disease.  The 
disease  is,  basically,  one  of  perspective 
and  values. 

"The  disease  is  in  the  value  system 
that  dominates  and  controls  network 
television.  That  value  system  is  basically 
one  of  secular  supremacy.  The  networks 
have  discriminated  against  religious 
people  by  excluding  them  from  their 
programs.  When  religious  people  are 
depicted  on  television  they  are  too  often 


presented  in  a  negative  light.” 

As  examples  of  this  exclusion  from 
television,  Mr.  Wildmon  said,  "More 
than  50  million  Americans  go  to  church 
regularly  —  but  rarely  on  television! 
People  make  decisions  based  on 
Christian  principles,  but  rarely  on  tele¬ 
vision.  People  pray,  but  rarely  on  tele¬ 
vision.  Every  community  in  America  has 
local  churches  and  synagogues  which 
contribute  to  the  good  of  their  local  com¬ 
munities  and  this  country.  But  they  don’t 
exist  on  television.  About  the  only  time 
one  hears  the  name  of  God  on  network 
television  is  when  His  name  is  used  in  a 
profane  manner." 

Though  he  made  no  direct  reference  to 
the  boycott  threats  which  his  coalition 
has  held  out  against  television  networks 
and  their  advertisers,  Mr.  Wildmon  indi¬ 
cated  that  pressures  can  be  brought. 

“This  discrimination  against 
Christians,  Christian  values  and 
Christian  culture  in  network  program¬ 
ming  is  no  longer  acceptable  ...  It  is  an 
insult  to  people  of  all  religions... Let  me 
say  to  the  networks  that  they  can  either 
stop  this  discrimination  on  their  own 
because  it  is  wrong  and  unacceptable  to 
all  fair-minded  Americans,  or  they  will 
eventually  stop  it  because  it  is  econom¬ 
ically  unattractive.  Using  Christian 
money  to  belittle  and  demean  the 
Christian  faith  is  not  good  business  .  .  . 
This  is,  basically,  anti-Christian  bigotry 
which  has  no  place  on  television. 


Sign  up  now!  Attend 
the  Income  Tax  Seminar 
for  Clergy  nearest  you! 


Income  tax  seminars  designed  specifically  for  clergy 
are  planned  throughout  the  U.S.  during  January,  1982.1 
Each  seminar  will  be  from  9:30-4:30  and  will  be  led 
by  qualified  CPA's  with  information  on:  tax  treatment  ; 
for  parsonage  or  housing  allowances;  reporting  self- 
employed  or  employee  income;  special  self-employ¬ 
ment  and  FICA  rules;  reporting  professional  expenses;  ; 
the  Implications  of  the  Economic  Recovery  Tax  Act  of  : 
1981;  and  an  Income  Tax  Preparation  Workshop. 


Enrollment  limited,  pre-regl>tretlon  necetsary. 

Registration  per  person  is  $49.00,  which  includes  all 
course  materials,  lunch,  and  break.  Contact  the  Cokes- 
bury  Regional  Service  Center  nearest  you  for  specific 
locations  and  to  register  for  any  of  the  seminars  in 
the  following  cities: 


January  11 : 

Columbia,  SC 
Columbus,  OH 
Denver 

January  12: 

Charlotte 
Cincinnati 
Des  Moines 
Memphis 
Phoenix 
Arlington,  VA 
Dallas 

January  13: 

Dallas 

Indianapolis 
Hollywood,  CA 
Minneapolis 
Raleigh 
Baltimore 


January  14: 

January  21 : 

Birmingham 

Atlanta 

Ft.  Worth 

Little  Rock 

January  18: 

Philadelphia 
St.  Louis 

Atlanta 

Canton 

January  22: 

Jacksonville 

Jackson,  MS 

San  Francisco 

Nashua,  NH 

January  19: 

January  26: 

Atlanta 

Baton  Rouge 

Chicago 

Detroit 

Kansas  City 

Houston 

Pittsburgh 

Richmond 

Tampa 

January  20:  ■ 

January  27: 

Houston 

Pompano  Beach,  FL 

Harrisburg 

January  28: 

Madison,  Wl 

Houston 

Oklahoma  City 

San  Antonio 

Syracuse 

1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 
415/692-3562 


1600  Queen  Anne  Road 
P  O  Box  309 
Teaneck,  NJ  07666 
201  <837-2691 
201  Eighth  Avenue.  So 
P  O  Box  801 
Naihvllle.  TN  37202 
615/749-6113 


1661  North  Northwest 
Highway 

Park  Ridge,  It  6006B 
312  299-4411 
1910  Main  Street 
P  O  Box  298 
Dallas,  TX  75221 
214/748-871 1 
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Educators  bemoan  education  ‘crisis’ 


4 Loving  God  with  your  mind 
means  getting  your  act  together 9 

—  F.  T.  Trotter 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
States  —  and  perhaps  Western 
Civilization  —  is  moving  ‘‘post-haste  into 
a  largely  unrecognized  and 
unacknowledged  era  of  anti-intel- 
lectualism,”  according  to  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  He  warned  of  a  "mood  of 
crisis"  in  education  sweeping  the  nation. 

Substantive  content  in  classroom 
teaching  and  disciplined  demands  upon 
'students  in  some  public  school  systems 
"‘have  vanished  in  a  manner  so  total  as  to 
release  upon  colleges  and  universities 
■generations  of  young  men  and  women 
who  not  only  can  neither  read  nor  write 
with  acceptable  accuracy,  but  who  have 
never  been  introduced  at  all  to  the  skills 
'of  study  and  thought,"  the  bishop  said. 

"What  we  have  traditionally  referred 
to  as  liberal  education  may  be  in  a  state 
of  terminal  illness  in  our  time  —  with  its 


demise  sure  to  be  hastened  by  the 
undeniable  fact  that  our  country’s  noble 
and  persistent  love  affair  with  higher 
education  seems  to  be  drawing  at  long 
last,  to  a  tragic  close,"  he  continued. 

Noting  that  many  of  the  leaders  of  the 
country  throughout  its  history  were 
trained  in  the  liberal  arts  and  as  a  result 
there  has  been  a  "seriously  trained 
ministry”  for  mainline  Protestant 
communions,  Bishop  Hunt  asked 
whether  "the  kind  of  understanding, 
freedom  and  commitment  provided  by 
this  sort  of  leadership  in  both  nation  and 


church  may  be  expected  to  endure  when 
the  architects  of  historic  liberal  education 
are  replaced  by  others  whose  views  are 
alien  to  their  concepts  and  priorities." 

He  decried  the  fact  that  many  United 
Methodists  "are  not  convinced  we  should 
be  in  the  business  of  higher  education.” 

"We  may  experience  the  loss  of  some 
of  our  schools  before  the  end  of  this 
century,  such  is  the  crisis  they  face," 
said  Bishop  Hunt.  "If  we  are  to  discover 
solutions,  we  must  find  new  approaches 
and  destroy  our  dedication  to  that  which 
was  done  in  another  day,”  he  concluded. 


Responding  to  Bishop  Hunt’s  address 
Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  agreed  that 
"disorder  in  higher  education  is  a  serious 
national  crisis." 

He  observed  that  the  higher  education 
enterprise  in  the  care  of  the  board  is 
equivalent  to  the  state  system  of  Indiana 
in  the  number  of  schools  and  students. 

"Intellectual  work  in  the  church  is  not 
an  ‘add-on’,"  he  said.  "It  has  always 
been  at  the  heart  of  the  Christian 
enterprise.” 

He  said  Methodism  historically  has 
been  a  school  movement.  "John  Wesley 
was  a  pious  thinker  .  .  .  Loving  God  with 
your  mind  means  ‘getting  your  act 
together’  with  all  that  is  available  to 
you."  The  question  is,  he  said,  "Can  the 
church  think  again?” 

"We’re  living  in  a  world  where  the 
issues  are  large  and  the  drama  around 
them  is  dimly  perceived,"  he  said. 


Abuse  of  political,  religious  clout  rapped 


T/ip  role  of  the  church  is  to  remind  those  in 
power  that  the  powerless  have 
their  rights,  too.'  —  Pauline  Webb 


■  LONDON  (UMNS)  -  The  possible 
abuse  of  both  political  and  religious 
integrity  was  one  of  a  variety  of  issues 
raised  by  speakers  from  three  continents 
at  a  conference  here  on  “Christian 
Heritage  in  Government"  Oct.  14-21. 

^  "It’s  one  thing  to  be  guided  by  moral 
principles  and  another  to  give  simplistic 
religious  solutions  to  complex  secular 
issues,"  said  former  U.S.  Sen.  George 
McGovern. 

More  than  200  persons  from  the  U.S. 
and  Great  Britain  attended  the 
conference  inspired  by  the  Honorable 
George  Thomas,  a  Methodist  layman 
who  is  Speaker  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons.  He  has  repeatedly  urged 
.Christians  "to  stand  up  in  the  places 
where  decisions  are  made  and  witness  to 
.the  timeless  truths." 

.  Further  emphasizing  the  need  for 
religious  figures  to  shun  offering 
Simplistic  remedies  to  national 
.problems,  David  Owen,  a  member  of 
Parliament,  said  Northern  Ireland  is  an 
.example  of  the  enormous  problems  that 
can  result  when  religion  and  politics  are 
linked. 

:  Another  member  of  Parliament, 
Patrick  Cormack,  a  leader  in  the 
Conservative  Party,  suggested  that  the 
“starting  point  for  the  Christian  in 
politics  is  his  own  fallibility." 
.Particularly  to  be  avoided  said  Mr. 
Cormack,  is  a  "tendency  of  politicians  to 
^put  dogmas  on  par  with  eternal  truths." 

A  religious  and  political  leader  from 
.the  Third  World,  President  Canaan 
Banana  of  Zimbabwe,  who  is  a  British 
Methodist  clergyman,  added  a  different 
^dimension.  Vi) 

Scriptural  analysis  of  Christian 
involvement  in  politics,  said  the 
Zimbabwe  president,  shows  three 
.  characteristics  —  the  internal  unity  of 
;  Christian  faith  and  its  revolutionary 


commitment,  the  right  of  the  Christian  to 
speak  for  the  oppressed  against  the 
oppressor,  and  the  continual  danger  of 
hypocrisy  in  any  "attempt  to  cover  up 
with  insincere  ceremonials  the 
corruption  and  oppression  existing  in 
society.” 

Several  speakers  related  their  remarks 
to  defense  and  nuclear  armaments. 

Sen.  Richard  G.  Lugar,  R.  Ind., 
backing  the  Reagan  Administration’s 
defense  policies,  said  he  is  “hopeful  that 
Christian  leaders  and  Christian  laymen 
will  hold  to  sound  judgments  designed  to 
prevent  a  nuclear  holocaust  and  will 
avoid  sentimental  promotion  of 
totalitarian  regimes  which  purport  to 
liberate  even  while  they  enslave." 

The  senator  said  that  "strong  and 
equitable  limitations  on  nuclear 
armaments  remain  in  the  best  interest  of 
both  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  But  they  must  be  achieved  in  an 
atmosphere  of  confidence  in  the  other 
side,  one  step  toward  which  is 
verification  procedures." 

A  differing  viewpoint  was  expressed  by 
one  of  Britain’s  most  prominent 
Methodist  clergy  persons,  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Greet,  who  asserted  that 
"Nothing  more  dramatically  illustrates 
the  bankruptcy  of  statesmanship"  in  the 
world  than  the  arms  race. 

Calling  the  Christian  church  God’s 
"peace  movement,"  Dr.  Greet  called  for 
a  halt  to  arms  buildups  in  the  world. 
"Christians  are  the  only  supernatural 


community  in  the  world"  and  they  should 
"rise  above  ceaseless  nationalistic 
propaganda." 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  Indianapolis  addressed  the 
theme  of  the  church,  state  and  the 
general  welfare. 

"In  this  moment  of  time,”  said  the 
bishop,  “those  who  are  shaping  the 
future  course  of  my  country,  and  other 
Western  nations  as  well,  need  to  take  into 
prayerful  consideration  historic  words 
such  as  "unalienable  rights,”  “liberty," 
"establish  justice,"  "domestic  tran¬ 
quility"  and  “the  general  welfare." 

"The  church  dare  not  be  silent  as  the 
‘haves’  of  our  society  seem  to  be  turning 
away  from  the  ‘have  nots’;  as  public 
mood  and  commitment  seem  to  shift 
away  from  the  well-being  of  all  the 
people,"  Bishop  Armstrong  continued. 
“When  government  policies  appear  to 
penalize  the  poor  while  favoring  the  rich, 
the  religious  community  is  called  upon  to 
respond.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Leroy 
Hodapp  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  said  that  if 
one  remembers  how  God  has  acted  in  the 
past,  then  one  makes  a  commitment  to 
the  establishment  of  justice  in  human 
relations  today  if  there  is  to  be  a  peaceful 
and  stable  world. 

One  of  Britain's  best  known  Methodist 
women,  Pauline  Webb,  an  executive  with 
the  British  Broadcast  Corporation,  told 
the  participants  in  the  conference 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Fellowship  that  individuals  who 


say  religion  and  politics  must  be  kept 
separate  have  misunderstood  what  the 
message  of  salvation  is  all  about. 

"Of  course  you  can’t  separate  religion 
and  politics  —  not  if  you  are  a  true 
disciple,"  the  former  vice-president  of 
the  British  Methodist  Conference 
asserted.  "The  role  of  the  church  is  to 
remind  those  in  power  that  the  powerless 
have  their  rights,  too.” 

Another  British  Methodist  lay 
preacher  who  is  the  “whip"  of  the 
Liberal  party  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Alan  Beith,  declared  that  "Christian 
involvement  in  government  is  based  on 
‘Inasmuch  as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these  .  ..’  ’’  However,  the  member  of 
Parliament  cautioned,  the  "gospel 
message  is  blurred  when  (the  church’s) 
interest  in  government  is  in  protecting  its 
own  affairs.” 

A  famed  British  Methodist  preacher 
who  describes  himself  as  "a  socialist,  a 
pacifist  and  a  sacramentalist,"  Lord 
Donald  Soper,  said  in  his  address  that 
"the  explicit  issue”  for  Christians  is  “to 
what  form  of  government  can  we  give 
our  allegiance.” 

For  Lord  Soper,  that  form  is  a  type  of 
"Christian  socialism”  in  which  all 
persons  are  bound  together  in  a  "family 
relationship."  Turning  to  "peace,”  anoth¬ 
er  theme  for  which  he  is  well  known,  Lord 
Soper  declared  that  “the  world  is  loaded 
down  with  implements  of  evil  and  no  na¬ 
tion  is  to  be  trusted  with  arms.” 

Most  of  the  speakers  paid  personal 
tribute  to  the  statesmanship  and 
churchmanship  of  Speaker  Thomas  who 
has  presided  over  the  House  of  Commons 
since  1976.  A  member  of  Parliament 
from  Wales  for  35  years,  he  expects  to 
retire  at  the  close  of  the  present  session. 
The  Speaker  was  a  co-chairman  of  the 
conference  with  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  of  Houston. 
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Missourians  go ‘second  mile’ in  thanksgiving 
COLUMBIA,  Mo.  —  Volunteers  load  trucks  with  boxes  of  clothing,  foodstuffs, 
health  kits,  sewing  kits  and  many  other  items  gathered  for  delivery  to  ministries 
throughout  Missouri,  the  nations  and  the  world  in  response  to  the  1980  Bishop's 
Thanksgiving  Convocation  which  calls  church  members  to  "second-mile  giving" 
for  the  neediest  of  the  needy  in  the  human  family. 

Expressing  gratitude  to  God  by  sharing  with  all  God’s  children  will  motivate 
many  Christians  of  varied  denominations  to  meet  human  needs  again  this 
Thanksgiving  season.  Missouri  west  reporter  photo 

Premises  of  prayer 
By  W.  M.  MURCHISON 

To  keep  the  starving  in  my  prayers,  F or  Congress  to  properly  vote. 

Yet  none  of  my  bread  to  share ;  While  no  congressman  I  wrote : 

And  pray  the  homeless  would  be  housed.  That  all  criminal  acts  stop. 

Without  my  home  being  used;  Though  I’m  estranged  to  all  cops; 


That  lonely  hearts  are  befriended. 
While  never  mine  is  amended; 

And  comfort  be  given  the  ill. 
Though  visits  went  beyond  my  will ; 


That  revival  in  the  church  begin, 
Not  inviting  one  stranger  in ; 

On  such  premises  could  God  act. 
While  I  stood  far  aloof  in  fact? 


NCC  awarded  $250,000 
to  survey  day  care  centers 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  been  awarded  a 
$250,000  grant  to  assess  church 
involvement  in  child  day  care. 

Some  120,000  Protestant,  Orthodox  and 
Anglican  congregations  will  be  surveyed 
this  spring  by  the  council’s  Division  of 
Church  and  Society  under  the  Carnegie 
Corporation  grant. 

The  survey  will  be  the  largest  ever 
undertaken  for  any  purpose  of  churches 
in  the  United  States,  said  the  Rev.  Eileen 


W.  Lindner,  project  director  and  head  of 
the  divison’s  child  advocacy  office. 

She  said  it  will  provide  the  first 
information  about  the  church 
involvement  in  day  dare. 

"The  churches  may  be  providing  one- 
quarter  to  one-third  of  all  child  care  in 
centers.”  she  said,  "but  we  know 
nothing  about  it  because  statistics  about 
day  care  in  congregations  are  just  not 
available.’’ 


Cloivns  bring 
joy  of  Gospel 
to  Ohioans 

GIRARD,  Ohio  —  Members  of  the 
"Merry  Methodist  Clown  Troupe"  of 
Girard  UMC  here  ham  it  up  for  the 
camera  as  they  entertain  yet  another 
congregation  with  their  fast-paced, 
joyful  proclamation  of  the  Word.  The 
troupe,  (from  left  to  right)  Clod, 
Buttons,  Bambi,  Winkles,  Pidgeon, 
Squeegy,  Toot  and  Claude  travel 
around  East  Ohio  delighting  congre¬ 
gations  with  a  half-hour  of  singing, 
dancing,  laughing  and  praying  their 
message  of  the  joy  of  the  Christian 
faith.  Said  clown  James.  Colapietro 
(Buttons),  "If  we  have  made  just  one 
person  smile,  then  it  has  been  worth 
it.” 

EAST  OHIO  REPORTER  PHOTO 


mfmf  i 

■ftfc  -'f  ,  .  :  >  VS  | 

Kip  c*  2 

Tfj  >  A 

L  SnSst/l 

ijnwy  'it- 

Sponsors  of  German  peace  rally 
founded  by  Hitler’s  opposition 


History  of  Hymns 

Descriptive ,  elegant  style  marks  Grant  hymn 


BONN,  West  Germany  (RNS)  —  The 
chief  sponsor  of  a  peace  demonstration 
;  that  attracted  more  than  250,000  persons 
;  here  Oct.  11  was  a  peace  group  with  roots 
;  in  the  Protestant  opposition  to  Hitler  and 
;  close  links  to  today’s  German  Protestant 
;  churches. 

Action  Reconciliation/Services  for 
;  Peace  (Aktion  Suehnezeichen/Friedens- 
dienste)  was  founded  in  1958  in  West 
;  Berlin  by  the  Synod  Of  the  Evangelical 
;  Church  in  Berlin  and  Brandenburg,  a 
;  largely  Lutheran  group  in  communion 
[  with  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  U.S.  A. 

J  The  leading  figures  in  its  founding 

•  were  all  active  in  the  Confessing  Church, 
j  the  Protestant  opposition  to  the  Third 
|  Reich;  Pastor  Martin  Niemoeller;  Kurt 
;  Scharf,  later  Bishop  of  West  Berlin; 

;  theologian  Helmut  Gollwitzer,  and 
j  Gustav  Heinemann,  later  president  of 
;  the  German  Federal  Republic. 

[  In  its  sponsorship  of  the  Bonn  demon- 
j  stration,  Action  Reconciliation  is  best 

<  known  for  its  work  projects  in  countries 

•  and  among  peoples  who  suffered  under 

<  the  Nazi  regime:  Israel,  France,  Poland, 
5  England,  Norway,  Holland  and  Belgium, 
i*  As  the  result  of  contacts  with  tradi- 
;  tional  peace  churches  —  Action 
!  Reconciliation  expanded  its  work  to 
!  include  the  United  States. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  volunteers  are 
1  conscientious  objectors  from  the  West 
I  German  draft. 

t  .  This  aspect  of  the  work  of  Action 
Reconciliation  has  always  had  broad 


support  in  the  Protestant  churches  of 
Germany,  which  provide  about  a  third  of 
the  support  for  the  group  through  their 
umbrella  organization,  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  Germany.  The  rest  comes 
from  voluntary  contributions. 

Spokesman  Alvin  Meyer  added  that  the 
disarmament  campaign  of  Action 
Reconciliation,  now  seven  years  old,  has 
brought  a  growing  response  from  the 
West  German  public. 

The  slogan  of  the  disarmament 
campaign,  "achieving  peace  without 
weapons"  (Frieden  Schaffen  Ohne 
Waffen),  and  its  symbol,  an  old-fashioned 
cannon  with  its  muzzle  tied  into  a  knot, 
are  as  old  as  the  campaign  itself. 

The  slogan  has  sounded  to  many  like 
an  appeal  for  traditional  Christian 
pacificism  but  Mr.  Meyer  insisted  that  a 
specific  program  of  arms  reduction  and 
not  total  disarmament  is  intended.  * 

"We  are  opposed  first  of  all  to  the 
NATO  decision  to  station  the  Pershing  II 
and  Cruise  missiles  in  Europe  because 
we  consider  it  a  breach  of  the  Khruschev- 
Kennedy  agreement  after  the  Cuban 
missile  crisis,"  Mr.  Meyer  explained, 
adding  that  the  campaign  is  also  directed 
against  the  neutron  bomb. 

“Thirdly,  we  are  asking  the  United 
States  and  other  NATO  nations  to 
implement  the  United  Nations  resolution 
calling  for  a  10  percent  reduction  in  arms 
spending  with  the  money  going  to  Third 
World  development,"  he  continued. 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

O  worship  the  King,  all  glorious  above. 

And  gratefully  sing  his  power  and  his 

love; 

Our  Shield  and  Defender,  the  Ancient 
of  Days. 

Pavilioned  in  splendor,  and  girded  with 
praise. 

Vivid  imagery,  poetic  language,  and 
elegant  style  make  this  a  most  unusual 
hymn.  Here  is  majesty,  beauty,  wonder, 
and  glory.  Here  is  reverence,  assurance 
and  joyful  praise. 

Robert  Grant’s  hymn  comes  into 
clearer  focus  if  one  reads  Psalm  104  and 
compares  psalm  with  hymn.  While  not  a 
paraphrase  of  the  psalm,  the  hymn 
reflects  the  spirit  of  the  psalmist  who  is 
caught  up  in  the  wonder  and  beauty  of 
God’s  magnificent  creation. 

Seven  names  for  Jehovah  are  found  in 
the  hymn  —  King,  Shield,  Defender. 
Ancient  of  Days,  Maker,  Redeemer  and 
Friend. 

The  descriptive  imagery  of  the  second 
stanza  shouts  of  God’s  might  and  grace, 
and  reminds  us  that  His  robe  is  light.  His 
canopy  is  all  of  peace,  His  chariots  of 
wrath  form  thunderclouds,  and  His  path 
is  on  the  wings  of  the  storm. 

Stanza  three  uses  action  words  to 
describe  God’s  loving  care  for  humanity, 
and  tells  us  that  it  breathes,  shines, 
streams,  descends  and  distills. 

Robert  Grant  wrote  this  hymn  in  1833. 
Rather  than  using  the  Hebrew  or  English 
version  of  Psalm  104,  he  based  his 


stanzas  on  an  earlier  version  of  the 
psalm  by  William  Kethe  that  was  included 
in  the  “Anglo-Genevan  Psalter"  of  1561. 

Of  Scottish  ancestry.  Mr.  Grant  was 
born  in  Bengal,  India,  where  his  father 
was  a  director  in  the  East  India 
Company.  He  was  educated  at  Cambridge 
and  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Dear  Deborah 


His  election  to  Parliament  began  his 
public  career  of  distinction.  He  was  sent 
to  India  as  governor  of  Bombay  in  1834; 
he  was  knighted  by  King  William  IV 
before  he  left  England. 

Mr.  Grant  is  the  autnor  of  more  than  a 
dozen  hymns,  most  of  which  have  been 
forgotten.  However,  his  name  will  long 


appear  in  hymnals  for  congregational 
singing  because  of  the  great  expression 
of  God’s  praise  that  begins  "O  Worship 
the  King.” 


NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN 
"Jesus  Calls  Us" 


Enforce  nursery  health  rules,  doctor  says 


Dear  Deborah: 

As  a  pediatrician  for  forty-five  years 
and  having  come  to  medical  school  from 
a  college  child  study  major,  also  a 
Methodist  who  has  long  served  as 
medical  advisor  for  my  church's 
kindergarten  and  later  day  nursery 
programs,  I  feel  constrained  to  reply  to 
the  letter  from  the  " Sitters ”  about  their 
problems  of  infections  in  the  church 
nursery. 

Church  nurseries  by  and  large  are 
responsible  for  much  of  the 
pediatrician's  worh.'  Most  of  them  do  not 
hnow,  or  enforce  the  rules,  which  week¬ 
day  care  centers  are  required  to  carry 
out.  in  regard  to  excluding  children  not 
well.  And  this  is  upsetting  to  the  parents 
of  children  in  the  church  nursery, 
especially  when  their  children  suffer ! 

For  ultimate  safety,  mere  must  be  a 
program  drawn  up  with  the  advice  of  a 


knowledgeable  physician,  stating  very 
clearly  the  necessity  of  excluding  any 
child  about  whose  health  there  is  any 
doubt.  This  should  be  gone  over  with 
parents  at  the  start  of  the  year,  and  with 
each  new  admission,  and  rigidly 
enforced.  Enlist  the  aid  of  the  pastor  to 
see  and  expound  from  the  pulpit  the  basic 
fact  that  it  is  NOT  Christian  to  bring  a 
sick  or  in  any-way  contagious  child  to  the 
group  and  that  he  is  authorizing  the 
nursery  staff  to  either  exclude  such  a 
child  at  the  door  or  if  admitted  and  then 
found  ailing,  isolate  till  parent  can  be 
located  to  pick  up  child.  People  will  not 
be  offended  if  this  is  done  impartially  and 
when  they  see  the  real  improvement  in 
health  statistics  which  will  then  be 
produced! 

Sincerely, 

A  very  Concerned 

Pediatrician  Dr.  E.  W. 


Dear  Dr.  E.  W.: 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  your 
helpful  advice  to  all  nursery  and  kinder¬ 
garten  personnel  —  it  is  much 
appreciated  My  only  suggestion  would 
be  that  the  policy  be  printed  (rather  than 
stated  from  the  pulpit)  in  the  church 
newsletter  at  the  beginning  of  the  church 
year. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  The  biblical  Deborah  helped  her 
people  settle  their  problems  and  our 
modern  Deborah  is  a  counselor  who 
offers  her  insight  into  contemporary 
personal  needs.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Although  individual  letters  cannot  be 
answered,  questions  for  the  column  will 
be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah,"  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


The  Louisiana  Conference 

looks  ahead 


United  Methodist  Student  Dav 


An  offering  that  pays  back 


1A  general  church  offering  that  is  more 
than  100  years  old  is  receiving  new 
attention  by  the  church.  Since  1868, 
Methodists  have  received  a  special 
offering  for  Student  Day.  That  money 
was  then  loaned  to  college  students,  at  a 
very  low  interest  rate,  so  that  they  could 
complete  their  education. 

Methodists  in  America  were  “higher 
education  conscious”  from  the  very 
beginning.  In  fact,  one  of  the  first  things 
the  early  church  did  was  to  found  a 
college. 

About  2,000  United  Methodist  students 
are  helped  each  year  with  loans  and 
scholarships  from  these  funds.  The  1980 
Student  Day  offering  reached  $441,000, 
about  $7,000  less  than  the  previous  year. 
According  to  Rev.  Esther  Edwards, 
Director  of  the  Scholarship  and  Loan 
Offices  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministries,  a  total  of  524 
received  scholarships  totaling  $277,000 
■  and  1,557  students  received  loans  totaling 
» $1,234,180. 

•  The  current  uncertainty  of  Federal 

•  Student  Assistance,  along  with  the 
increasing  costs  of  college  tuition  and 
expenses,  has  caused  an  increasing 
number  of  United  Methodists  to  turn  to 
the  church  for  help.  Dr.  Edwards  told 
Tom  McAnally  of  United  Methodist 


Communications,  that  the  exact  nature 
of  the  Federal  cutbacks  is  not  known, 
though  they  are  inevitable,  and  will  be 
applied  next  year.  “It  now  seems  that 
those  who  have  made  applications  (for 
Federal  loans)  will  get  their  loans,  but 
family  income  ceilings  will  be  capped  at 
$30,000.” 

For  that  reason,  the  Student  Day 
Offering  will  be  more  important  than 
ever  when  it  is  received  on  November 
29th.  This  will  be  the  first  year  the  date 
for  the  offering  has  been  held  in 
November.  By  tradition,  it  was  always 
done  the  second  Sunday  in  June. 

Loans  are  repaid  by  students  who 
receive  them  after  they  have  finished 
their  educational  program.  The  current 
interest  rate  is  6%.  All  money  repaid  by 
the  students  is  then  recycled  into  new 
loans  to  help  other  students.  The  average 
life  of  a  loan  is  10-12  years,  and  the 
delinquency  rate  is  2%,  far  below  any 
comparable  loan  program.  Loans  are 
available  to  United  Methodists  attending 
any  accredited  college  or  university, 
while  scholarships  are  limited  to  United 
Methodist  institutions. 

The  money  which  you  give  for  this 
offering  on  November  29th  will  make 
possible  some  United  Methodist  student 
to  complete  their  education. 


The  Church  at  Work 

What  is  my  job? 


An  event  which  is  sponsored  by  the 
Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries  will 
be  of  special  interest  to  local  church 
.  councils  on  ministries.  The  program  is 
entitled:  “THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK  - 
WHAT  IS  MY  JOB?”  It  will  be  held  in 
'  Dallas,  at  the  Executive  Inn,  on  Decem- 
.  ber3-4th. 

District  superintendents  from  across 
the  jurisdiction  have  been  asked  to 
recruit  teams  from  their  districts  to 
attend  the  program.  These  teams  would 
.  then  be  expected  to  assist  in  district 
:  programs  that  will  help  your  council  to 
;  know  how  to  do  its  job. 

;  .  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive  Secre- 
,  tary  of  the  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
;  Ministries,  said,  “There  will  be  one 
section  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church.  Emphasis  will  also  be  placed  on 


the  function  of  the  Administrative  Coun¬ 
cil  which  is  being  used  most  extensively 
by  the  smaller  membership  churches .  ’  ’ 

Some  of  the  leaders  for  the  program 
include  Dr.  Roy  Ryan,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship;  Dr.  Warren  Hartman, 
Associate  General  Secretary,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship;  Dr.  Kenneth 
McIntosh,  Field  Representative,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  William  J. 
Miller,  Associate  General  Secretary, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship;  and 
others. 

The  registration  procedure  is  in  the 
hands  of  district  superintendents  and 
District  Councils  on  Ministries.  It  is 
expected  that  these  teams,  returning  to 
their  areas,  will  have  a  major  part  in 
helping  persons  know  their  job  better. 


Local  church  . 
computer  seminar 


There  will  be  a  Local  Church  Computer 
Seminar  at  the  Conference  Offices  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  Friday,  December  4th  at 
10:00  a  m.  for  any  pastors  or  laypersons 
who  might  be  interested. 

In  the  past  few  years,  the  cost  and  size 
of  computers  has  decreased  to  a  point 
where  it  has  become  a  possibility  for 
local  churches  to  afford.  Equipment  that 
took  up  a  whole  room  a  few  years  ago, 
hardly  consumes  any  size  at  all  today.  At 
the  same  time,  the  simplicity  of 
operation  has  become  a  thing  that  makes 
the  small  computer  a  very  worthwhile 
tool. 

The  Conference  Offices  have  been 
utilizing  the  small  IBM  computer  for 
several  years,  and,  in  the  process,  has 
developed  many  programs  that  could  be 


useful  in  the  local  church.  A  computer 
can  do  all  kinds  of  assignments:  address 
labels,  keep  up  with  address  changes, 
register  the  attendance,  keep  up  with 
prospective  members,  help  with  the 
talent  survey,  and  keep  financial 
records. 

Churches  that  have  more  than  500 
members  might  well  profit  from  having 
such  assistance.  The  Conference  staff 
will  plan  to  show  what  could  be  done,  the 
type  of  skills  that  are  required,  and  the 
kinds  of  programs  that  would 
required. 

No  advance  registration  is  required, 
and  there  is  no  fee.  The  seminar  is 
offered  as  a  service  to  those  who  might 
be  interested  in  finding  out  more  about 
computers  and  their  use  in  the  church. 


Calendar 
of  Events 


•:  November  1981 
!■  Visits  to  Seminary  by  BOM 
•:  1  Day  of  Appreciation  for  the  Role 
:  of  Women  in  United  Methodism 

2-3  TV  Workshop  -  First  UMC 
j:  Shreveport 

\  6-8  Junior  High  Weekend  —  Caney 
j:  Conference  Centre 

;■  26  Thanksgiving  Day 
■:  29  United  Methodist  Student  Day 
December  1981 

■:  15  Certification  Applications  to  Bd. 
j  of  Diaconal  Ministers  DUE 
:  20  Good  Samaritan  Offering 

•  LAST  DAY  TO  SUBMIT 
VOUCHERS  FOR  PAYMENT 

;  January  1982 

:  4  Last  day  for  money  sent  to 
:  Conference.  End  of  fiscal  year. 

|  9-March  13  Local  Pastor’s  School 
:  12  District  Audits,  Baton  Rouge 
|  Districts 

:  12-13  La.  Interchurch  Conference, 

•  Baton  Rouge 

:  13  District  Audits,  New  Orleans 

•  Districts 

:  14  District  Audits,  Monroe  and 

•  Alexandria  Districts 

:|  15  District  Audits,  Ruston  and  Lake 

•  Charles  Districts 
\  22  CFA  —  10:00 

Foundation  —  12:00 
:•  22-23  Convocation  of  Boards 
25-29  Centenary  Study  Week 
:•  26  Income  Tax  Workshop  for 
•:  Clergy  —  8:00  to  5:00,  First 

:•  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
■:  February  1982 

j;  1-8  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
■:  Campaign 

:•  20  CCOM  Budget  Meeting 
•:  22  Church  Extension  Meetings  — 
Alexandria 

■:  23  Church  Extension  Meetings  — 
j:  Shreveport 

!•  24  Church  Extension  Meetings  — 
Ruston 

25  Church  Extension  Meetings  — 
Monroe 

:■  26  Church  Extension  Meetings  — 

•:  Lake  Charles 

I;  March  1982 

■:  1  Church  Extension  Meetings  — 
Baton  Rouge-La fayette 
\  2  Church  Extension  Meetings  — 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
:•  3  Church  Extension  Meetings  —  | 

New  Orleans-Slidell 

•  4  Church  Extension  Meetings  —  ■ 

New  Orleans-Houma 
j  5-6  YSF  Retreat,  South 
i  12-13  Intro  80’s  Workshop,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria 
:  14  March  for  Missions,  UMW 
:  18  CFA  Budget  Meeting 
;  21  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
:  22-26  Adult  6,  Little  Rock 
:  26-27  YSF  Retreat,  North 
|  27-April  1  Mission  Saturation  : 

Program  • 

;  31  PAY  Class  material  due  to  : 

Registrar  —  BOM  : 

;  April  1982  ; 

:  1  Pre-Conference  Reports  Due 
;  11  Good  Samaritan  Easter  Offering  ■ 
|  12  Bishop’s  Visit  —  New  Orleans-  : 
Slidell  District 

|  13  Bishop’s  Visit  —  New  Orleans- 
Houma  District 

|  14  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District 
;  15  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Baton  Route- 
Hammond  District 
Deadline  for  Application  as 
Diaconal  Minister 

;  16  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Lake  Charles  : 
;  18  Council  on  Finance,  Budget 

Meeting  : 

|  19  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Alexandria  > 

District  ■: 

20  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Monroe  District 

21  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Ruston  District  ; 

22  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Shreveport  • 

District  •: 

29-30  PAY  Retreat,  BOM-  :■ 

Interviews/evaluation  •: 


Commission  on  Archives  and  History 


By  SPILLER  MILTON 

1982  is  fast  approaching,  which  means 
1984  cannot  be  far  behind.  Besides  the 
predictions  of  George  Orwell,  1984  is  a 
milestone  year  for  American 
Methodism.  It  was  at  the  Baltimore 
Conference  in  1884  that  the  Methodist 
Church  in  America  was  organized. 

For  several  years  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  has 
been  encouraging  local  churches  to  write 
their  history.  The  commission  has  set  a 
goal  of  December  1984,  as  the  date  to 
have  at  least  some  information  on  every 
local  church  in  the  Conference. 

Now  that  someone  is  responsible  for 
“carrying  the  ball”  the  Commission 
would  like  to  make  the  following 
suggestions  about  how  to  begin.  First, 
begin  small:  otherwise,  the  job  can  be 
overwhelming. 

1.  Secure  a  founding  date  from  the 
minutes  of  the  earliest  charge 
conference  record.  Make  a  copy  of  that 
record  and  display  it  in  your  church.  If 
there  are  no  records,  go  to  the 
Courthouse  and  find  the  earliest  record 
of  any  property  owned  by  the  church  and 
make  a  copy  of  it. 

2.  Make  a  second  copy  of  the  earliest 
material  available  and  send  it  to: 

The  Cline  Room 

Magale  Library 

Centenary  College 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 

3.  Follow-through  on  Courthouse 
records,  getting  a  copy  of  the  deed  of 
every  property  transaction  recorded. 
This  would  include  mortgages  of 


property  to  secure  loans  for  building 
buildings.  Attempt  to  secure  a  picture  of 
every  building  built  by  the  local  church 
(this  also  includes  parsonages). 

4.  Go  to  the  earliest  membership  rolls 
of  the  local  church  and  secure  the  names 
of  the  charter  members  (persons  who 
joined  the  church  during  its  first 
recorded  year).  If  the  oldest  records  are 
not  available,  secure  the  names  of  the 
oldest  members.  Make  a  list  of  those 
members  and  display  it  in  the  church.  If 
your  church  is  young  enough  to  have 
some  of  these  people  still  living, 
celebrate  a  Founder’s  Day. 

5.  Make  a  list  of  all  the  ministers  who 
have  served  the  local  church.  Start  with 
the  current  minister  and  work 
backwards.  Use  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Journals  that  should  be 
available  in  every  local  church.  If  not,  go 
to  the  District  Superintendent’s  office  or 
the  Centenary  Library  or  the  Area 
Office.  Please  send  the  list  to  the  Cline 
Room  for  the  Conference  Archives. 

6.  Now  that  you, have  a  beginning  date, 
some  information  on  the  first  families, 
the  dates  of  the  property  transactions 
and  buildings  erected  (and  hopefully, 
pictures  of  the  buildings),  a  list  of  the 
ministers,  and  a  working  knowledge  of 
the  Conference  Journals  and  Charge 
Conference  records,  you  are  ready  to 
begin  the  second  phase,  writing  a  brief 
history  of  the  local  church.  This  may  not 
be  more  than  a  typed  page.  Please  send  a 
copy  of  it  to  the  Cline  Room.  Let’s  have 
this  much  at  least  on  every  local  church 
by  December  1984. 


7.  Having  pulled  your  information  into 
a  workable  format,  you  are  ready  to  start 
work  on  a  full-scale  local  church  history, 
including  information  from  oral 
histories,  letters  of  church  members 
about  important  events,  curious  pieces 
like  early  pledge  cards,  and  family 
photographs  taken  at  church  functions 
(including  camp  pictures).  The 
Commission  has  available  copies  of 
Guidebooks  to  lead  you  through  this 
stage.  When  this  is  written,  please  send  a 
copy  to  the  Cline  Room.  We  hope  that  the 
majority  of  the  local  churches  in  the 
Conference  will  have  such  a  history  by 
December  1984. 

For  those  churches  that  have  already 
written  local  church  histories,  our 
congratulations  and  thanks  for  a  job  well 
done.  It  is  most  interesting  to  read 
through  these.  Please  be  sure  that  a  copy 
of  your  local  church  history  has  been 
placed  in  the  Conference  Archives  in 
Shreveport  or  at  Dillard  in  New  Orleans. 
We  would  ask  you  to  consider  an 
appendix  updating  your  history.  Some  of 
the  histories  in  the  Archives  are  twenty 
years  old.  There  has  surely  been  some 
noteworthy  events  take  place  since  the 
writing  of  the  history. 

The  Commission  is  working  on 
materials  to  help  the  local  church, 
celebrate  the  bicentennial.  Several 
special  Orders  of  Worship  are  being 
developed,  along  with  other  materials.  If 
a  local  church  is  interested  in  developing 
a  drama  based  on  their  local  history,  the 
Commission  has  resources  to  fielp. 


New  materials  published 


Evangelism 

chairpersons 

confer 

The  district  chairpersons  of 
evangelism  met  in  the  Conference 
Offices  recently  with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey, 
chairperson  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  Mr.  Jim  Wyche, 
chairperson  of  the  Committee  on 
Evangelism. 

The  major  purpose  of  the  meeting  was 
to  share  the  kinds  of  programs  being 
done  by  various  District  Councils  on 
Ministry  within  the  conference,  and  to 
see  if,  out  of  the  sharing,  there  might  be 
some  common  needs  that  could  be 
served. 

Some  of  the  concerns  expressed  during 
the  discussion  included  “a  need  to 
understand  the  Wesleyan  tradition  and 
what  it  means  for  evangelism.”  “There 
is  no  passion  for  lost  souls,  and  no  deep 
concern  about  personal  commitment  to 
Jesus  as  the  Christ.”  “The  laity  (and 
clergy)  have  no  concept  of  calling  on 
persons;  and  we  need  some  type  of 
programmed  evangelism.”  “Something 
to  make  people  aware  of  their  personal 
need.”  “A  paper  on  what  evangelism  is. 
Guidelines  for  what  it  is  that  we  are 
trying  to  share.”  “A  workshop  on  how  to 
use  the  media  effectively.” 

Several  districts  have  held 
Evangelism  Workshops  using  leadership 
from  the  general  church;  but  the 
concensus  of  the  group  was  that  some 
type  of  conference-wide  program  ought 
to  be  developed.  The  group  asked  Wyche 
to  be  responsible  for  working  with  the 
Evangelism  section  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  to  secure  a  resource 
person  who  would  meet  with  the  District 
Directors  of  evangelism,  the  District 
Superintendents,  and  the  Conference 
Committee  on  Evangelism  and  develop 
such  a  program. 

Daughenbaugh 

scholarship 

available 

During  the  academic  year  1958-59,  the 
first  recipient  of  the  Daughenbaugh 
Scholarship,  Anna  Clark  Whitaker,  was 
in  Centenary  College,  preparing  for  a 
career  in  religious  education. 

The  Howard  L.  Daughenbaugh 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  was 
established  in  1950  by  the  Board  of  the 
Laity  upon  the  death  of  the  former 
conference  Lay  Leader. 

The  scholarship  was  for  young  women 
interested  in  careers  in  Christian 
Education  and  Service.  Recipients 
receive  one-half  tuition  for  four  years 
and  must  maintain  a  2.0  grade  average  to 
retain  it. 

Every  district  Board  of  the  Laity  has  a 
chairperson  who  is  responsible  for  this 
program.  If  you  are  interested  in  helping 
some  young  person  receive  an  education, 
you  might  contact  this  district  leader  for 
more  information. 


“Christ  Comes  Among  Us”  is  the  new 
United  Methodist  Adult  curriculum  Bible 
study  for  Advent.  The  study  uses 
passages  from  the  Old  Testament, 
Gospels,  and  Epistles  to  emphasize 
Christ  as  God’s  gift  to  us.  It  is  part  of  the 
“Scriptures  for  the  Church  Season” 
study  series. 

“Anna  and  the  Strangers”  is  a  new 
Abingdon  children's  book  written  to  help 
children  understand  that  the  smallest 
kindness  is  a  gift  to  God.  “Advent”  is  a 
40-page  booklet  for  intergenerational 
study,  including  worship  services  to  be 
used  at  home. 

These  are  part  of  a  series  of  new 
resources  prepared  for  the  1981  Advent 
season  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

Abingdon  has  also  issued  several 
church  bulletins  with  Advent/Christmas 
themes,  “Advent:  A  Calendar  of 
Devotions,”  and  a  complete  Christmas 

Continuing 

education 

opportunity 

offered 

For  the  second  year,  Centenary 
College  is  offering  an  opportunity  for 
ministers  to  do  serious  continuing 
education  study.  The  program  will 
consist  of  two  “continuing  education 
units.”  Enrollment  for  the  experience  is 
limited  to  thirty  persons.  Those  who  are 
selected  will  be  selected  from  a  “first- 
come  basis,”  and  there  will  be  a  $50.00 
registration  fee. 

There  will  be  two  classes  for  the  event. 
Preaching  to  the  Whole  Congregation: 
Faith  Development  and  Interpretation  of 
Scripture.  Dr.  Clarence  Snelling,  a 
member  of  the  Annual  Conference  and  a 
member  of  the  faculty  at  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  will  teach  this  course,  and  it 
will  focus  on  the  work  being  done  in  faith 
development  and  how  that  material  can 
be  used  to  enhance  preaching.  Dr. 
Snelling  recently  took  a  sabbatical  and 
during  that  time  served  a  local 
congregation,  preaching  every  Sunday. 
He  has  helped  pioneer  the  field  of  faith 
development;  and  during  the  sabbatical, 
designed  sermons  around  those 
concepts. 

Lord  Who  Throughout  These  Forty 
Days:  God  As  Saviour  and  Provider.  Dr. 
John  Rogers,  senior  minister  at  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Shreveport,  will 
lead  this  course  and  help  the  participants 
think  about  Lent  and  the  general  theme 
of  God  as  provider  and  saviour.  Two 
important  works  will  be  used  as  the  basis 
of  the  course.  Samuel  Terrien’s  book, 
The  Elusive  Presence,  and  Claus 
Westermann’s  book,  What  Does  the  Old 
Testament  Say  About  God ?  Using  these 
resources  and  the  biblical  materials 
suggested,  the  participants  will  map  out 
their  own  Lenten  season  focusing  on  the 
whole  worship  experience. 


candlelighting  service. 

In  addition,  there  are  Christmas 
programs  for  the  small  and  large  church, 
activity  books  for  teachers  and  students, 
bookmarks,  and  three  Bible  Zig  Zags 
with  Christmas  themes. 

Many  United  Methodist  curriculum 
materials  have  appropriate  themes  and 
activities  for  the  season,  including  a 
filmstrip  and  soundsheet  entitled  “Who 
Came  To  Bethlehem”  in  the 
“Kindergarten  Class  Placket”  and  the 
filmstrip  and  script  in  the  “Nursery  3-4 
Class  Packet"  entitled  “Jesus  Was 
Born.”  “The  Church  School”  magazine 
contains  dramas  printed  in  the  October 
and  November  issues  and  “Youth 
Leader”  includes  a  drama  in  its  winter 
1981-82  issue. 

For  information  on  costs  and  ordering 
of  any  of  the  above  items  contact  the 
nearest  Cokesbury  book  store  or  regional 
service  center. 


Income  Tax 
Workshop  for 
ministers  set 
in  January 

A  continuing  education  event  has 
been  scheduled  for  January  26th  in 
cooperation  with  The  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  Bill  Turner 
from  Dallas  Cokesbury. 

The  one-day  workshop  will  be 
designed  to  help  ministers  learn 
about  doing  Income  Tax  Returns.  It 
will  be  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
from  8:00a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House  is 
enlarging  its  services  for  the  church 
with  a  number  of  such  programs  and 
workshops.  This  one  will  utilize  the 
services  of  experts  from  Price- 
Waterhouse,  and,  according  to 
Turner,  “Will  be  a  top  caliber 
seminar.” 

As  soon  as  final  arrangements 
have  been  completed,  there  will  be 
an  opportunity  for  registration.  Only 
fifty  persons  will  be  able  to 
participate.  The  cost  is  expected  to 
be  between  $35  and  $50. 
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Two  Family  Workshop 
Set  for  Baton  Rouge 


Dr.  Jerry  Lewis 


Two  workshops  on  the  family  will  be  conducted  in  Baton 
Rouge  by  Dr.  Jerry  Lewis,  director  of  the  Timberlawn 
Psychiatric  Hospital  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

The  first  workshop  will  be  Dec.  4  and  is  entitled  “A 
Workshop  on  Family  Counseling.” 

The  workshop  is  designed  for  pastors  and  other 
professionals  engaged  in  family  counseling. 

"A  Workshop  on  Strengthening  the  Family”  will  be  Dec.  5 
and  is  designed  for  clergy,  interested  parents  and  the  general 
public. 

Lewis  will  present  material  concerning  a  healthy  or  well 
adjusted  family  which  was  developed  out  of  his  research. 
Video  dramatizations  will  document  the  material. 

The  purpose  for  the  workshops  is  to  strengthen  family  life  by 
calling  attention  to  specific  elements  which  appear  within 
existing  healthy  families. 

The  Catholic  Life  Center  will  be  the  scene  for  both 
workshops.  The  Center  is  located  at  1800  South  Acadian 
Thruway,  Baton  Rouge.  Times  for  the  workshops  will  be  9:30 


a.m.  to  3  p.m.  with  a  cost  of  $6  per  day,  including  a  noon  meal. 

Registration  for  the  workshops  will  be  limited  and  all 
interested  persons  are  being  asked  to  send  registration  to  LIC 
Family  Workshop,  Post  Office  Box  1668,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70821. 

The  workshops  are  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  in  cooperation  with  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention,  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge,  the 
Presbytery  of  South  Louisiana,  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  First  United  Methodist 
church  of  Baton  Rouge  and  the  Baton  Rouge  Area  Ministerial 
Association.  A  majority  of  the  costs  for  the  workshops  are 
being  underwritten  by  these  agencies. 

Lewis,  leader  of  the  workshops,  has  initiated  extensive 
research  on  the  healthy  family  and  is  recognized  as  a  leading 
authority  in  the  field.  Having  written  extensively  in  the  field, 
Lewis  is  much  sought  after  as  a  speaker  by  many  lay  and 
professional  groups  on  the  subject  of  the  healthy  family. 


Centenary  College  Choir  Tours 


(Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  first  part  of 
a  series  of  stories  about  things  done  this 
summer.  It  is  hoped  that  as  the  cold 
winds  of  winter  blow  across  the  land, 
these  stories  and  picture  will  be  a  ray  of 
sunshine  in  your  day.) 

Elberta  McKnight 
Choir  Member 

Traveling  with  the  Centenary  College 
Choir  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  experi¬ 
ences  a  person  could  ever  have.  The  Choir 
had  a  European  Tour  of  five  countries  — 
11  stops  in  18  days. 

From  the  ancient  cathedrals  of  West 
Germany  to  France,  the  Netherlands, 
Switzerland  and  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Organization  (NATO)  in 
Belgium,  one  can  only  imagine  several 
highlights  made  the  trip  sparkle. 

Most  Choir  members  agreed  that  the 
climax  of  the  trip  was  the  evening  of  the 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  at  the 
headquarters  of  NATO.  The  occasion 
also  marked  Gen.  Richard  Lawson’s 
promotion  to  Chief  of  Staff  at  the 
Supreme  Headquarters  Allied  Powers 
Over  Europe  (SHAPE). 

As  the  Choir  began  to  weave  its  magic, 
singing  the  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic 
and  Dixie,  emotions  peaked  as  generals 
and  admirals  had  tears  tumbling  down 
their  cheeks.  Fellow  choir  members 
embraced  and  wept  during  an  emotional 
speech  presented  by  teary-eyed  five-star 
General  Richard  Lawson.  Speaking  to 
the  Choir,  he  said,  “People  view 
American  youth  by  what  they  see  on  TV 
.  .  .  blurred  images  and  impressions. 
But  you  young  people  have  cleared  these 
images  and  impressions.  You  have  made 
me  realize  why  we  are  here  —  you’ve 
given  me  a  purpose.  If  I  had  to  give 
my  life  for  this  country,  I  would.” 

To  bring  the  perfect  evening  to  a  close, 
members  of  the  Choir  were  the  honored 


Members  of  the  Centenary  College  Choir  in  the  Swiss  Alps. 


guests  of  Gen.  Lawson  at  a  champagne 
and  caviar  reception. 

The  staff  members  at  NATO  were  not 
the  only  officials  the  Choir  sang  for. 
While  in  Switzerland,  the  48-member 
group  acted  as  ambassadors  of  music 
while  performing  for  the  President  of 
Switzerland,  Kurt  Furgler,  and  his 
cabinet.  The  private  concert  was  held  in 
the  courtyard  of  an  inn  at  Blumenstein 
where  Choir  Director  Dr.  Will  Andress 
presented  President  Furgler  the  flag  of 
Louisiana. 

While  in  Switzerland,  the  traveling 
singers  took  the  famous  train  ride  up  the 
Jungfrau.  Oohs  and  aahs  were  all  that 
was  heard  as  the  train  made  its  way  up 
into  the  clouds  and  snow-covered  peaks. 


The  exhilarated  travelers  returned  to 
chalets  owned  by  the  Methodist  Church 
for  a  few  nights  lodging  in  Switzerland. 

In  other  countries,  lodging  was 
provided  by  families,  affording  a  great 
opportunity  for  dialogue  —  even  if  just 
sign  language.  None  of  the  Choir 
members  every  experience  any  hostile 
European  feelings  towards  Americans. 
In  fact,  most  Germans  confessed,  “We 
wouldn’t  be  alive  today  if  there  hadn’t 
been  America  to  help  us.” 

Other  stops  on  tour  included  singing  in 
one  of  the  oldest  churches  in  Marburg, 
West  Germany,  visiting  the  Louvre  in 
Paris  after  a  concert  in  the  American 
Church,  taking  a  boat  ride  up  the  Rhine 
and  even  buying  Delft  in  Amsterdam.  In 


Nuremburg,  the  48  singers  went  to 
different  floors  of  a  Methodist  hospital 
singing  to  an  audience  who  otherwise 
might  have  missed  their  performance. 

Mixed  emotions  filled  the  dressing 
rooms  in  Hilbron,  West  Germany  when 
the  Choir  prepared  to  give  its  final 
concert.  During  the  last  song,  emotions 
took  over,  and  even  the  German 
audience  could  understand  the  love  and 
friendship  that  Centenary  College  Choir 
members  share  with  one  another. 

The  farewell  to  Europe  was  best  said 
by  one  German  host,  “Well,  my 
American  friends,  I  have  one  thing  to  say 
to  you  before  leaving.  I  hope  our  two 
countries  never  have  to  face  each  other 
as  enemies.” 


Centenary  Church  Council  Works 
To  Be  Liason  With  Conference 


Unique,  imaginative,  responsive  and 
important  are  words  used  to  describe 
Centenary  College’s  Church  Council,  a 
40-member  team  of  clergy  and 
laypersons  which  serve  as  a  liason 
between  the  College  and  the  Conference. 

Charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
developing  scholarships,  spotlighting 
prospective  students  and  planning 
continuing  education  for  ministers  and 
laity,  the  Church  Council  plays  a  vital 
role  in  the  life  of  both  college  and 
conference. 

In  its  first  year,  the  Council  developed 
31  scholarships,  endorsed  a  raise  in 
decimal  giving  later  passed  at  Annual 
Conference,  was  instrumental  in 
recruiting  21q  students  and  offered  an 
intensive  week  of  study  in  two  subject 
areas. 

“The  Council  is  a  unique,  imaginative 
idea  and  I  commend  the  College  for 
having  it,”  said  Dr.  Thomas  K.  Kim, 
president  of  McMurry  College.  Kim 
attended  the  most  recent  meeting  of  the 
Church  Council  as  a  representative  of  the 


University  Senate. 

The  council  is  the  brainchild  of  Dr. 
Charles  Simmons,  who  represents  the 
Lake  Charles  District  on  the  Council.  A 
Centenary  alumnus,  Simmons  has 
served  as  the  College’s  director  of  church 
relations  for  two  years,  a  post  now  held 
by  the  Rev.  Don  McDowell. 

The  Council,  in  its  second  year,  meets 
twice  annually  on  the  campus  with  a  full- 
day  agenda.  Reports  are  included  with 
dialogue  included  and  encouraged. 

Small  groups  sessions  are  used  to 
schedule  open  houses  for  prospective 
students  in  each  district.  A  dream  in 
Webb’s  plan  to  “E.Q.U.I.P.”  the  College 
for  the  future  is  every  church  a  paid 
student.  Church  Council  members  plan 
and  execute  the  open  houses  with  support 
from  the  College  administration. 

Scholarship  plans  are  developed  in 
small  groups  with  the  aspects  of  the 
program  enhanced  this  year  with  video 
and  audio  tapes  available  to  all  Church 
Council  members  for  use  in  their  home 
districts. 


Around  the  Conference 

Crandall  Featured 
At  Workshop 

Dr.  Ron  Crandall,  staff 
member  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  led  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District 
Evangelism  Workshop  at  the 
First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans. 

Ministers  and  Laymen  from 
the  District  gathered  for  a 
covered  dish  supper 
preceeding  the  training  event. 

Crandall’s  published 
resources  include  “Young 
Disciples:  Becoming  and 
Winning,  “  “Finding  the  Way 
Forward  Kit”  and 
‘‘Strengthening  Our 
Ministries  of  Evangelism.  ” 


News  Briefs 

LAFAYETTE  —  The  Rev.  Cornelius  Betz,  pastor  of 
Mallieu  United  Methodist  Church  tells  us  the  church 
recently  began  a  Sunday  School  program  with  six  teachers  and 
27  students  the  first  Sunday. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
celebrated  its  20th  anniversary.  The  reverends  Thomas 
Babington,  Harold  Price,  William  Peeples,  Robert  Bengston 
and  Thomas  Dunbar  have  served  there.  Guest  preacher  for  the 
service  of  celebration  was  the  Rev.  William  Peeple,  present 
pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bastrop. 

HAMMOND  O  —  Congratulations  go  to  Dr.  Thomas  H. 
Matheny  who  has  been  elected  a  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Court  of  Honour  in  the  Supreme  Council  of  Free  Masonry. 

PLEASANT  GROVE  —  The  Covenant  Players  held  a 
performance  at  Pleasant  Grove  United  Methodist  Church  near 
Alexandria.  The  Rev.  Randy  Nichols  is  pastor. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  Members  of  the  University  United 
Methodist  Church  are  using  November  as  the  time  for  their 
mission  study.  The  subject  is  “Europe:  Dimensions  of 
Christian  Mission.’’  Doctors  Karl  Roider,  Charles  Simmons, 
Rush  Otey  and  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Carroll  will  be  leading 
discussion  on  various  topics. 

ZACHARY  —  After  25  years  of  service,  Martha  Browning 
recently  retired  as  Choir  Director.  The  church  sends  thanks  for 
planning  all  music  for  all  occasions. 

LAFAYETTE  —  Davidson  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  observed  its  Fortieth  Birthday  Oct.  11  with  Dr.  Virgil 
Morris  as  the  guest  preacher  for  the  special  service.  The  Rev. 
Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 

NATCHITOCHES  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Christensen 
were  presented  plaques  for  their  many  years  of  service  to  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Christensen  serves  as 
Church  School  Superintendent  and  she  organized  and  keeps  the 
Library-Media  Center  at  the  church.  The  Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir  is  the  pastor. 


A-V  News 

Several  new  items  have  been  added  to  the  Library  Resource 
System  since  publication  of  the  supplement  pages  mailed  to 
subscribers  in  August. 

TESTAMENT  TALES  —  a  kit  containing  four  filmstrips,  guide  for 
discussions  that  takes  a  look  at  some  of  the  parables  by  means  of 
sophisticated  techniques  of  cartooning  that  captures  both  the  humor 
and  pathos  of  life. 

BORN  TO  GIVE  —  a  new  film  by  UMCom  on  stewardship. 

GIVE  YE  THEM  TO  EAT  ...  A  MODERN  MIRACLE  —  a  17  and 
3-4  munite  story  supporting  the  work  of  UMCom  and  World  Church 
Service  in  their  efforts  to  alleviate  world  hunger. 

FROGPIT  —  Robert  learns  the  hard  way  that  guilt  is  a 
consequence  of  wrong  thought  and  action  and  that  guilt  can  be  real 
or  imagined. 

TROUBLE  WITH  EUNICE  —  Eunice  dyes  her  hair  red  then 
learns  that  one’s  own  judgement  should  take  precedent  over  that  of 
the  group. 

HAS  ANYBODY  SEEN  MY  BROTHER?  —  Two  brothers,  Jerry 
and  John,  are  driving  each  other  crazy  and  Jerry  runs  away.  The 
two  make  a  decision. 

STOP  DRIVING  US  CRAZY  —  A  visitor  from  another  planet,  on 
seeing  how  we  drive,  decides  we  do  not  apply  our  Christian  thinking 
to  our  driving  habits. 
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Controversial  coverage  explained,  defended; 
relevant  but  ignored  questions  re-posed 


Our  publication  of  an  article  by 
Associate  Editor  Roy  Beck  in 
TM/UMR’s  Oct.  23  issue  under  the 
headline  “UM  endorsed  event  seemed 
controlled  by  pro-Soviets”  has  created  a 
multi-dimensional  furor  across  the 
church  (see  TM/UMR  Oct.  23,  Oct.  30, 
Nov.  6  and  articles  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

Mr.  Beck’s  story  was  clearly  unusual 
both  in  its  form  and  content.  He  was 
assigned  to  cover  the  “Conference  in 
Solidarity  with  the  Liberation  Struggles 
of  the  Peoples  of  Southern  Africa” 
because  he  was  already  to  be  in  New 
York  on  another  assignment,  and 
because  we  welcomed  the  opportunity  to 
report  on  our  church’s  continuing 
commitment  to  bring  about  an  end  to 
apartheid  and  minority-rule  in  Southern 
Africa.  The  story  Mr.  Beck  brought  back 
to  Dallas,  however,  was  considerably 
different  from  what  he,  or  any  of 
TM/UMR’s  other  editors,  had  expected. 

We  did  not  rush  to  press  with  his  story. 
A  full  week  of  exhaustive  investigation 
and  cross-checking  took  place  before  we 
decided  that  it  should  be  written  and 
published  in  the  form  of  a  first-person 
“interpretive  analysis.”  TM/UMR’s 
editors  frankly  would  have  preferred  not 
to  publish  this  story  for  several  reasons 
—  most  of  which  run  counter  to  the  notion 
that  newspapers  thrive  on  discovering 
and  reporting  controversial  information. 
Those  reasons  included:  (1)  our 
awareness  of  the  possible  negative 
impact  the  story  might  have  on  local 
churches  currently  seeking  to 
underwrite  their  1982  budgets;  (2)  our 
awareness  that  it  might  have  the 
unfortunate  effect  of  increasing  support 
for  South  Africa’s  apartheid  system,  or 
decreasing  support  for  efforts  to  bring 
about  majority  rule  in  Southern  Africa; 
(3)  our  general  dislike  for  calling  into 
question  the  actions  of  any  group  of 
fellow  Christians  particularly  if  they  are 
well-intentioned;  and  (4)  our  recognition 
that  our  report  quite  possibly  would  be 
abused  by  some  individuals  and  groups 
to  support  their  own  untruthful 
contention  that  most  United  Methodist 
general  agencies  and  their  staffs  are 
Marxist-Oriented. 

These  considerable  reservations 
notwithstanding,  we  determined  that  ful¬ 
fillment  with  integrity  of  our  stated 
purposes  as  a  Christian  newspaper 
required  that  we  publish  the  article  and 
live  with  the  consequences. 

Most  responses  responsible 

Our  article  has  resulted  in  an  outpour¬ 
ing  of  responses  as  varied  as  we 
expected.  We  are  grateful  that  most  of 
these  reactions  have  been  reasoned  and 
responsible  —  especially  in  light  of  the 
article’s  emotion-laden  subject  matter. 
We  would  cite  as  a  prime  example  of 
such  responses  the  article  by  Bishop 
Leroy  Hodapp,  head  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
which  appears  elsewhere  on  this  page. 
Bishop  Hodapp  is  critical  of  Mr.  Beck’s 
article,  and  TM/UMR  for  publishing 
it.  We  agree  with  much  of  Bishop 
Hodapp’s  general  perspective.  Although 
we  do  not  agree  with  all  of  his  specific 
analysis  or  conclusions,  we  respect 
Bishop  Hodapp  for  recognizing  the  serious 
implications  for  the  church  of  the  issues 
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raised  in  our  article,  and  for  devoting 
many  unplanned  hours  to  assessing  those 
issues  and  drafting  a  substantive  re¬ 
sponse  about  them. 

Unfortunately,  personnel  related  to 
two  divisions  of  our  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  who  were 
far  more  directly  and  immediately  in¬ 
volved  in  the  conference  than  the  board 
Bishop  Hodapp  heads  —  have  been  far 
less  responsive.  Those  who  would  seem 
to  have  the  most  need  to  respond  have 
been  more  interested  in  trying  to  dis¬ 
credit  Mr.  Beck’s  published  report. 
Those  efforts  —  regrettably  aided  by  the 
New  York  office  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service  —  have  included  the 
untruthful  assertion,  based  on  hearsay, 
that  Mr.  Beck  was  present  at  the 
conference  only  for  the  Sunday  session 
on  which  his  report  focused.  They  have 
disputed  the  article’s  assertion  that  reli¬ 
gious  concerns  seemed  “virtually  invisi¬ 
ble”  during  the  conference  and  on  its 
planning  committee  by  pointing  to 
peripheral  involvement  by  church 
officials  via  brief  appearances  to  be 
introduced  or  to  give  invocations  during 
the  conference. 

Straight  answers  missing 
Regrettably  absent  are  straight 
answers  to  such  key  issues  raised  by  Mr. 
Beck’s  report  as: 

(1)  What  is  the  nature  and  basis  of  our 
church’s  involvement  in  sponsoring  such 
conferences? 

(2)  Who  decides,  and  on  what  basis, 
which  political-oriented  conferences  and 
coalitions  church  agencies  should  join  or 
support? 

(3)  How  can  one  justify  the  promotion 
of  a  conference  on  the  basis  of  its  having 
a  list  of  highly-respected  religious 
leaders  as  “Sponsors”  —  when  they 
admittedly  “had  no  say”  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  and  conduct  of  the  meeting? 

(4)  How  does  one  justify  the  existence 
of  another  low  profile,  near-secret  group 
—  with  little  or  no  input  of  a  religious 
nature  —  controlling  the  actual  design 
and  agenda  for  the  conference?  (On  at 
least  two  occasions  it  has  been  stated 
that  the  list  secured  by  Mr.  Beck  of  31 
persons  comprising  the  conference’s 

•  actual  planning  group  "was  not  supposed 
to  be  made  public.”) 

(5)  If  the  reported  meeting  was  “not 
legislative”  in  nature,  why  did  its  leader¬ 
ship  bother  to  go  through  the  motions 
of  receiving  motions,  taking  votes,  etc.? 

(6)  If  the  “National  Program  for 
Action”  approved  at  the  conference  has 
no  real  standing  or  significance,  as  some 
church  officials  have  said,  are  we 
not  admitting  that  our  church  helped  to 
perpetrate  a  hoax  on  many  persons  who 
sacrificed  in  order  to  participate? 

(7)  Even  though  many  religious  leaders 
consider  the  revolutionary  groups  — 
ANC  and/or  SWAPO  —  to  be  the  most 
viable  political  vehicles  for  bringing 
about  majority-rule  in  Southern  Africa, 
how  can  one  justify  billing  as  “broad- 
based”  a  conference  which  excluded  by 
design  any  expression  of  alternative 
view  points? 

(8)  How  does  one  justify  the  unwilling¬ 
ness  or  inability  of  officials  for  the 
church  agency  most  directly  involved  to 
identify  any  uniquely  Christian  witness 
included  in  this  conference? 


(9)  How  does  one  justify  the  efforts  of 
agency  officials  to  avoid  dealing  with 
these  substantive  issues  by  means  of 
diversionary  attacks  on  the  individual  or 
publication  raising  them? 

We  deplore  having  to  pose  such  hard 
questions.  In  no  sense  can  this  publica¬ 
tion  or  its  staff  be  identified  with  “witch 
hunting”  or  “looking  for  communists 
behind  every  bush.” 

Although  we  oppose  church-related 
contributions  to  groups  which  engage  in 
guerrilla  warfare,  we  respect  the  fact  that 
other  equally  sincere  Christians  have 
concluded  that  armed  warfare  is  the  only 
way  to  create  the  possibility  of  justice  for 
the  majority  of  people  who  live  in 
Southern  Africa. 

End  doesn’t  justify  means 

We  detest  South  Africa’s  system  of 
apartheid,  and  support  efforts  to  expose 
and  overcome  its  satanic  nature  and 
effects.  As  Christians,  however,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  should  not  follow  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  “the  end  justifies  the  means.” 

We  have  no  difficulty  justifying  the 
association  of  Christians  with  non- 
Christians  in  a  conference  where  there 
are  common  objectives  to  be  achieved. 
We  believe  that  any  such  participation  by 
Christians  should  be  integral,  however, 
rather  than  peripheral,  and  that  the 
nature  and  character  of  our  witness  as 
Christians  should  be  readily  recogniz¬ 
able  rather  than  transparent. 

We  acknowledge  the  inherent  risk  of 
error  associated  with  any  effort  to  report 
factually  or  interpretively  about  a  multi¬ 
layered  meeting.  Reporting,  by 
definition,  involves  deciding  what 
material  to  include,  and  what  —  by 
implication  —  to  exclude.  Hence  we  are 
not  prepared  to  defend  Roy  Beck’s  Oct. 
23  article  as  the  only  type  of  article  which 
could  responsibly  have  been  written 
about  the  event  in  question.  Quite  likely, 
each  member  of  our  publication’s 
writing  staff  would  have  reported  the 
same  event  somewhat  differently.  We  af¬ 
firm,  however,  Mr.  Beck’s  integrity,  and 
the  integrity  of  our  publication’s  reporting 
and  editing  process.  And  we  stand  behind 
the  story  we  published  and  the 
legitimacy  of  the  issues  it  raised. 

You  be  the  judge 

We  support  Bishop  Hodapp’s 
suggestion  that  all  concerned  United 
Methodists  should  “make  their  own 
determination”  —  not  only  about  the 
conference’s  21-page  “National  Program 
for  Action”  document,  but  about  all 
aspects  of  our  church’s  involvement  in 
this  event,  including  the  quality  of  this 
publication’s  news  and  editorial 
coverage  of  it.  Toward  that  end,  we  will 
provide  a  packet  of  relevant  materials 
(including  our  several  articles  about  the 
conference  and  the  several  documents 
which  served  as  one  basis  for  them,  the 
brief  National  Catholic  Reporter  news 
story  about  the  conference  to  which 
Bishop  Hodapp  referred,  and  two  United 
Methodist  News  Service  releases  about 
the  conference,  one  of  which,  in  part, 
seeks  to  discredit  Mr.  Beck’s  article)  to 
any  reader  who  wishes  to  send  name, 
address,  and  $3.00  to  cover  the  cost  of 
postage  and  handling  to:  “Questionable 
Coverage,”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


NOVEMBER  13, 1981 

Bishop  Hocjapp  explains,  defends  conference 

UMR  report  short-changed  church; 
faithfulness  required  participation 


By  LEROY  C.  HODAPP 
As  the  President  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  as  one  of  those 
listed  as  a  “sponsor”  of  the  event,  but 
primarily  as  a  bishop  of  the  church  who 
is  concerned  about  United  Methodism 
maintaining  a  faithful  witness  to  Jesus 
Christ,  I  have  prepared  the  following 
response  to  the  “interpretive  analysis” 
by  Roy  Beck,  of  the  “Conference  in 
Solidarity  with  the  Liberation  Struggles 
of  the  Peoples  of  Southern  Africa”  which 
appeared  in  the  Oct.  23  issue  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  news  sources 
such  as  the  Reporter  have  a  right  and  a 
responsibility  to  report  fully  the  public 
activities  of  persons  and  events  which 
affect  the  life  and  ministry  of  our  church. 
When  those  reports  reveal  corrections 
which  need  to  be  made  in  our  common 
life  together,  they  must  be  heeded;  when 
they  do  not  adequately  tell  the  full  story, 
the  report  needs  correction.  After  honest 
searching  for  the  facts,  I  believe  your 
Oct.  23  article  calls  for  both  responses. 

First,  the  UMR  article  cites  three 
recommendations,  out  of  over  100  passed 
by  the  eight  working  groups  of  the 
conference,  which  the  writer  apparently 
feels  confirm  the  “seemed  pro-Soviet 
control”  of  the  event.  Placed  in  context 
of  the  paragraphs  in  which  they  appear, 
the  first  of  these  statements  urges 
support  of  liberation  movements  which 
our  own  United  Methodist  leadership  in 
Africa  affirm  as  representing  the 
legitimate  concerns  of  African  people  for 
justice  and  freedom.  The  second  urges 
interpreting  the  events  in  South  Africa 
today  as  not  just  a  global  struggle 
between  superpowers  of  the  East  and 
West,  but  as  having  much  deeper  root 
causes  in  long-standing  systems  of 
racism  and  injustice.  And  the  third  urges 
no  restrictions  on  alternative  news 
sources  regarding  South  African  events, 
including  Cuban  resources. 

Document  not  ‘pro-Soviet’ 

I  personally  believe  that  the  African 
National  Congress  (ANC)  and  the  South 
West  Africa  Peoples’  Organization 
(SWAPO)  need  our  support;  that  the 
South  African  situation  must  be  read  in  a 
deeper  context  than  an  East-West  global 
struggle;  and  that  our  free  society  does 
not  need  to  censor  news  sources  —  and  I 
am  not  pro-Soviet.  I  have  read  the  entire 
21-page  “Proposal  for  Action”  from  the 
Conference’s  eight  working  groups  (in 
which  these  three  recommendations 
appeared),  and  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a 
pro-Soviet  document.  I  urge  all 
concerned  United  Methodists  to  read  this 
document,  and  then  make  their  own 
determination. 

On  the  other  hand,  given  the  open 
attendance  and  non-elected 
representation  in  such  an  event,  such  a 
report  quite  possibly  could  come  out 
favoring  stances  with  which  many 
United  Methodists  would  disagree.  For 
this  reason,  I  do  not  believe  that  such 
reports  should  carry  any  United 
Methodist  identification  on  them.  If  we 
make  our  contribution  to  the  event  by 
providing  office  space  and  personnel  to 
receive  registrations  and  other 
correspondence,  this  can  be  done 


through  a  post  office  box  and  not  a 
United  Methodist  address,  which  gives 
the  appearance  of  United  Methodist 
approval  of  the  contents  of  all  conference 
reports  and  actions.  I  have  expressed 
this  concern  to  agency  staff  members 
and  have  been  assured  that  this  will  be 
corrected  in  the  future. 

Conference  not  legislative 

Second,  your  reporter  stated  that  “the 
business  session  wasn’t  the  most 
democratic  exercise  I’ve  encountered” 
—  implying  that  it  was  a  controlled 
meeting.  I  have  contacted,  directly  or 
indirectly,  over  a  dozen  United 
Methodists  who  participated  in  the 
conference,  plus  several  from  other 
denominations.  (Board  of  Church  and 
Society  members  could  not  participate 
since  our  semi-annual  Board  meeting 
conflicted  with  the  date. )  Not  one  of  these 
participants  feels  that  it  was  a  controlled 
meeting. 

The  conference’s  Sunday  session,  upon 
which  the  UMR  report  focused,  was  not 
intended  to  amend  the  eight  reports  of 
the  Saturday  working  groups.  The  final 
report  of  the  conference  is  a  compilation 
of  these  eight  reports  —  clearly 
indicating  the  group  (labor,  education, 
religion,  media,  women,  etc.)  which 
produced  each.  The  conference  was  not  a 
legislative  session  whose  decisions  have 
any  authority  for  United  Methodists  or 
any  other  group.  It  was  a  meeting  (as 
stated  on  the  front  of  the  21-page  report) 
“to  provide  a  forum  for  the  development 
of  Programs  of  Action  which  could  assist 
conference  participants  and  others 
committed  to  the  just  cause  of  the 
peoples  of  South  Africa  and  Namibia.” 

Some  criticism  of  U.S.  valid 

Third,  the  UMR  article  states  that 
some  of  the  Sunday  speakers  were 
antagonistic  toward  the  United  States 
government.  As  one  who  has  travelled  to 
various  parts  of  the  world  recently,  I  am 
painfully  aware  of  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  world  shares  such  criticism.  In  my 
opinion,  some  of  it  is  valid  and  some  is 
not.  Nonetheless,  especially  Third  World 
countries  see  us  as  not  living  up  to  our 
own  professed  national  ideals  of  justice 
and  freedom  for  all.  The  Sunday  session 
heard  such  international  speakers,  just 
as  earlier  sessions  heard  United  States 
speakers  —  including  United  Methodist 
Congresswoman  Shirley  Chisholm,  who 
delivered  a  primary  address. 

Fourth,  the  UMR  article  expressed 
concern  that  some  persons  in  leadership 
are  associated  with  groups  which 
government  sources  say  are  “pro- 
Soviet.”  When  I  agreed  to  be  a  “sponsor” 
of  the  event,  I  was  aware  that  Herbert 
Aptheker  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Marxist  Studies  was  also  on  the  list.  But 
so  were  five  United  States  Congressmen, 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Thomas 
Gumbleton  of  Detroit,  10  state  legis¬ 
lators  from  various  states,  and  leaders 
from  labor,  education,  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  and  the  arts  from  across  the 
nation.  Twenty-three  of  the  117 
“sponsors”  were  from  religious  groups, 
including  most  major  Protestant 
denominations.  In  such  a  meeting,  one 
expects  persons  of  differing  faith  com¬ 
mitments,  including  those  with  whom  we 
would  disagree  on  many  issues. 


Lack  of  staff  judgment  in  conference  demands  apology 


To  the  Editor : 

Congratulations  on  an  extremely  well- 
written  article  on  the  recent  conference 
on  South  Africa  at  Columbia  University 
(see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  23)!  Although  the 
report  was  well-written,  the  content  of 
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the  article  made  me  heartsick. 

It  was  a  terrible  mistake  for  our 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  be  funding  such  a  confer¬ 
ence  in  the  first  place,  when  it  was  so  one¬ 
sided.  Shouting  against  the  U.S.  will  not 
bring  peace  or  justice  to  South  Africa ! 

Perhaps  the  most  disappointing 
portion  of  the  article  was  the 
unwillingness  of  World  Division  staffers 
to  apologize  for  supporting  such  pro- 
Soviet,  simplistic,  non-productive  events 
and  their  inability  to  articulate  what  was 
explicitly  religious  or  Christian  about  the 
United  Methodist  involvement.  The  refus¬ 
al  to  recognize  a  mistake  will  cause  many 
United  Methodists,  who  are  kind  and 
justice-seeking  persons,  to  withdraw  from 
our  denomination.  The  Global  Ministries 
staff’s  inability  to  think  theologically 
about  the  purpose  and  aim  of  mission 
work  leads  one  to  question  their  ability 
to  lead  a  Christian  mission  program. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  leaders  owe 
every  member  and  pastor  of  our  church 
an  apology  for  this  misuse  of  funds  and 
lack  of  judgment.  Mark  Fenstermacher 
Elkhart,  Indiana 

Church  should  be  on  cutting 
edge;  but  more  responsibly 

To  the  Editor: 

Participation  by  two  agencies  of  our 
church  in  the  October  9-11  Conference  on 
Southern  Africa  deserves  comment  in 
that  it  suggests  a  great  lacking  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
exercise  prudent  responsibility  in 
involving  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
controversial  affairs.  In  this  instance, 
Global  Ministries  has  allowed  the  good 
name  of  our  church  to  be  used,  but  failed 
to  provide  for  responsible  stewardship 
of  that  usage.  It  would  appear  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  now  on 
record  as  favoring  a  particular  ideo¬ 
logical  stance  —  in  this  instance  a  pro- 
Soviet  one. 

The  cry  from  our  churches  continues 
to  be:  “We  don’t  know  and/or  like  what 
our  connectional  funds  are  buying.”  As 
a  local  pastor,  it  becomes  increasingly 
like  what  our  connectional  funds  are 
buying.”  As  a  local  pastor,  it  becomes 


hard  for  me  to  answer  this  cry  in  light  of 
the  Southern  Africa  Conference. 

It  is  important  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  on  the  cutting- 
edge  in  world  needs  —  independent  of 
political  ideologies  —  in  order  to  be  a 
creative  ministry.  But  “cutting-edge 
ministry”  demands  greater  responsibil¬ 
ity  in  involvement  and  follow-through 
than  has  been  exhibited  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  the  Southern 
Africa  Conference.  wiUiamH  Wolfe 
Chiefland,  Florida 

Timing  may  reduce  pledges 

To  the  Editor: 

I  protest  the  timing  of  your  article  on 
the  Southern  Africa  Conference.  Did  you 
deliberately  plan  to  run  this  expose  just 
before  Stewardship  Sunday?  Some 
laypersons  who  do  not  understand  the 
economic,  social  and  political 
implications  of  liberation  struggles  may 
be  tempted  to  withhold  or  reduce  their 
pledges  to  the  local  church. 

Our  leaders  in  New  York  need  support, 
not  criticism  from  Dallas.  In  future 
years,  please  wait  until  after 
Stewardship  Sunday  to  run  articles  about 
the  activities  of  our  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  charles  Martin 

Marysville,  California 

Irate  readers  have  options 

To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Beck’s  article  regarding  United 
Methodist  support  for  a  seemingly  pro- 
Soviet  meeting  tells  me  that  we  have 
more  work  to  do  in  keeping  our  church’s 
general  boards  and  agencies  accountable 
—  this  time  the  Women’s  Division.  I  want 
to  commend  you  for  telling  us  the  truth, 
even  if  it  is  a  bad  time  to  hear  the  news  — 
with  finance  campaigns  being  conducted 
right  now. 

You  may  recall  that  a  group  at 
Harwood  Girls  School  in  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico,  told  me  they  were  pro- 
Chinese  Communists  working  for  the 
violent  overthrow  of  our  government 
about  four  years  ago.  TM/UMR  helped 
us  get  the  truth  out.  It  took  me  about  20 
hours  a  week  for  four  months  to  get 
action,  but  it  can  happen.  Persons  with 
our  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


called  me  a  racist,  and  my  life  was  threat¬ 
ened,  but  what  you  did  helped  me  bring 
more  accountability  through  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

I  hope  your  readers  know  they  can  do 
three  things: 

(1)  They  can  write,  call  or  visit  with 
their  own  local  members  of  United 
Methodist  Women  and  ask  them  to 
prevent  such  un-Methodist  activities. 

(2)  They  can  refuse  to  let  these  kinds  of 
activities  happen  without  calling  “foul.” 
These  things  are  not  in  keeping  with 
United  Methodist  tradition,  and  we 
should  object  to  them  being  done. 

(3)  Keep  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  informed  of  your  unhappiness 
asking  them  to  investigate  and  report 
their  findings. 

The  General  Conference  expects 
GCOM  to  keep  our  church’s  general 
boards  and  agenciesraccountable.  In  this 
case  we  deserve  either  an  explanation, 
an  apology  for  the  embarrassment  and 
damage  done  to  our  church  and/or  firing 
the  persons  who  acted  independently, 
and  making  sure  that  the  supervisor  will 
not  allow  such  irresponsibility  again. 

Thanks  for  helping  keep  United  Meth¬ 
odists  working  to  get  their  mission  clear. 

E.  Leonard  Gillingham 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Expect  attacks  for  reporting 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Associate  Editor 
Roy  Beck  for  his  objective  reporting  of  the 
Conference  on  Southern  Africa 
(TM/UMR,  Oct.  23).  Unless  I  miss  my 
guess,  Mr.  Beck  is  going  to  be  attacked 
from  numerous  places  in  the  church 
because  of  his  article.  I  say  this  because 
those  of  us  who  have  been  writing  letters 
and  complaining  at  meetings  about  the 
Marxist  orientation  of  many  of  the 
materials  coming  out  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  have  been  branded  as  a  bunch 
of  trouble-makers  and  “witch  hunters.” 

Am  I  not  correct  in  my  recollection 
that  Bishop  Muzorewa  stated  that  Ms. 
Adjali  was  a  Marxist?  While  believing  it 
improper  to  condemn  her  or  others  who 
have  been  involved  in  the  meeting  and  in 
other  activities  of  the  United  Methodist 


Church  which  are  now  brought  into 
focus,  I  believe  it  prudent  that  all  — 
including  the  Bishops  concerned  —  be 
relegated  to  positions  which  no  longer 
makes  it  appear  they  are  making  church 
policy  and  spending  church  money  on 
meetings  of  the  kind  in  your  article. 

Harold  R.  Shipman 
Chevy  Chase,  Maryland 
UMs  who  pay  salaries 
‘definitelyare  notpleased’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  Reporter  and  to 
Roy  Howard  Beck  for  printing  in  your 
Oct.  23  issue  that  some  of  the  money  our 
church  members  have  given  in  their 
apportionments  was  used  to  support  a 
meeting  which  appeared  to  be  controlled 
by  organizations  which  are  “at  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Soviet  Communist  Party.” 

And  who  is  it  that  channels  our  money 
for  such  uses?  The  World  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  Women’s 
Division,  and  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  aided  by  bishops 
who  don’t  seem  to  care  if  their  names  are 
being  used  in  this  way. 

Ms.  Melba  Smith  of  the  Women’s 
Division  may  have  been  “pleased  with 
the  conference”  held  at  Columbia  uni¬ 
versity  where  the  United  States  was  told 
to  “go  to  hell,”  but  there  are  a  lot 
of  United  Methodists  who  contribute  to 
her  salary  who  definitely  are  not  pleased. 
Stephen  J.  Kennedy 
Needham  Heights,  Massachusetts 


Since  we  worship  a  Lord  who 
associated  with  those  considered 
“unacceptable”  to  many  of  His 
contemporaries,  I  do  not  believe  that  His 
church  should  associate  only  with  those 
with  whom  we  agree.  United  Methodist 
Communications  established  a  display 
booth  at  Riverside  Church  during  the 
first  two  days  of  the  conference  so  that 
our  church  could  witness  to  our 
commitment  regarding  justice  and 
peace  in  Southern  Africa.  I  believe  that  is 
a  legitimate  form  of  witness  for  the 
church.  Because  the  church  was  a 
participant,  meetings  were  held  in  a 
sanctuary  (until  it  was  needed  for 
Sunday  worship),  and  all  sessions  began 
with  prayer.  This,  too,  I  regard  as  a  valid 
witness.  In  brief,  I  am  fully  aware  that 
pro-Soviet  persons  were  participants,  but 
I  am  convinced  that  the  church  exerted 
more  influence  on  the  total  life  of  the 
conference  than  pro-Soviets  did. 

Why  Board  participated 

Some  may  question  why  our  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  participated  in  such  a 
conference.  I  would  suggest  four 
reasons : 

(1)  The  responsibilities  of  the  Board,  as 
defined  in  the  Discipline,  include  this 
admonition:  “Special  attention  shall  be 
given  to  nurturing  the  active 
constituency  of  the  board  by  encouraging 
an  exchange  of  ideas  on  strategy  and 
methodology  for  social  change  and 
enabling  church  members  through 
conferences,  districts,  coalitions,  and 
networks  to  identify  and  respond  to 
critical  social  issues  at  the  community, 
state  and  regional  level.” 

(2)  The  Book  of  Resolutions  of  the  1980 
General  Conference  contains  a  “Human 
Rights”  statement  which  urges  “that 
United  Methodist  agencies  join  in  efforts 
—  ecumenical,  denominational  and 
international  —  on  behalf  of  human 
rights,  informing  our  people  of 
developments  in  the  struggles  and 
offering  them  means  of  constructive 
responses;”  and  a  “South  Africa” 
resolution  which  specifically  lifts  up  this 
geographical  region  as  a  special 
concern. 

(3)  We  have  United  Methodist  Annual 
Conferences  in  Angola,  Zimbabwe  and 
Mozambique  —  nations  whose  peaceful 
and  stable  future  depends  directly  upon 
events  in  South  Africa. 

(4)  Most  important,  and  basic  to  all 
other  reasons,  the  Holy  Scriptures  reveal 
that  God  calls  us  to  seek  justice  for  all 
peoples.  This  is  the  clear  message  of  both 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  Given 
these  facts,  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  would  be  unfaithful  tq,  our 
mission  if  we  did  not  participate. 

UMR  report  is  unfortunate 

It  is  unfortunate,  therefore,  for  a 
United  Methodist  news  source  such  as 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  rather 
than  share  with  our  United  Methodist 
people  the  substance  of  the  conference 
(as  the  National  Catholic  Reporter  did 
for  its  readership),  to  print  instead  only 
an  “interpretive  analysis”  which 
headlines  (on  a  news  page  rather  than 
the  editorial  page)  “UM  endorsed  event 
seemed  controlled  by  pro-Soviets.” 

This  conference  dealt  with  extremely 
crucial  issues.  In  a  time  when  our  govern¬ 
ment  is  seen  by  the  world  as  withdrawing 
from  our  commitment  to  human  rights 
and  justice  issues,  United  Methodist 
Christians  deserve  all  of  the  information 
they  can  receive  to  assist  in  making  re¬ 
sponsible  decisions  regarding  the  role  of 
the  church  in  these  crisis-filled  times. 

As  one  who  loves  the  United  States,  I 
want  us  as  a  nation  to  affirm  a  role  both 
nationally  and  internationally  which  is 
acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God.  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  regularly  has 
provided  United  Methodists  with 
information  necessary  for  decision¬ 
making  to  enable  this  to  happen.  In 
reporting  this  conference,  however,  I 
believe  that  the  church  was  short¬ 
changed. 

Bishop  Hodapp  is  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Central  Illinois  and  Southern  Illinois 
Conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  president  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.) 
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Bishop  Armstrong  calls  for  NCC  servant  posture,  unity 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

CLEVELAND  —  The  National  Council 
of  Churches,  which  utilizes  its  president 
as  considerably  more  than  a  figurehead 
or  a  mere  presiding  officer,  elected  one 
of  United  Methodism’s  most  outspoken 
leaders  as  its  president  here  Nov.  4. 

Heading  the  slate  elected  by  the 
council’s  266-member  Governing  Board 
is  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  the 
Indiana  Area.  He  is  the  fourth  person  in 
the  council’s  31-year  history  elected  from 
the  United  Methodist  lineage  (Methodist 
or  Evangelical  United  Brethren).  He  is 
also  the  first  NCC  president  in  that 


lineage  since  a  layman,  Arthur 
Flemming,  served  in  1966-69. 

The  elections  were  one  part  of  the 
board’s  semi-annual  business  meeting 
which  preceded  an  “ecumenical  event” 
Nov.  5-7.  The  "event”  celebrated  the 
council’s  founding  here  in  1950  (see  story 
below). 

Bishop  Armstrong,  as  the  newly- 
elected  president  (he  takes  office  Jan.  1, 
1982),  addressed  the  final  session  of  the 
celebratory  event. 

Lack  of  ties  may  be  a  plus 

He  acknowledged  that  he  has  not  been 
a  part  of  the  council’s  Governing  Board 
and  that  he  has  little  "nuts  and  bolts” 


knowledge  of  or  personal  experience 
with  the  council. 

But  he  added,  "This  lack  of  an  on-going 
tie  with  you  may  be,  at  least  in  part,  a 
blessing.  I  won’t  have  to  deal  with 
loyalties  and  biases  picked  up  along  the 
way.” 

He  then  described  the  National  Council 
as  he  thinks  it  must  be: 

“More  than  a  federation  of  issue- 
oriented  groups.  It  is  and  must  be  seen  as 
a  communion  of  faithful  believers.” 

Marking  his  words  carefully,  he  called 
on  the  council’s  member  communions 
“to  join  those  Roman  Catholics  and 
Anglicans,  those  ‘charisma tics’  and 
conservative  evangelicals  who  are 


probing  the  mysteries  and  embracing  the 
disciplines  of  spiritual  nurture  and 
formation.” 

He  asserted  that  the  council  "should 
see  itself  as  a  servant  community.”  He 
sees  it  serving  the  32-member 
communions,  “mindful  of  denomination¬ 
al  struggles  and  emphases.”  But  he  also 
sees  the  council  as  "a  servant  —  under 
God  —  of  the  ecumenical  movement.  ” 

The  newly-elected  president  said:  "I 
think  the  labels  we’re  using  now  are  tired 
and  outworn.  I  try  to  be  a  liberal  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word  and  a  conservative 
in  the  best  sense  of  that  word.  I’m  an 
evangelical.  I  believe  in  a  holistic  faith.” 

“It’s  imperative  that  the  church  and  its 


leaders  —  both  lay  and  clergy  —  ground 
their  witness  and  their  action  on  the  basis 
of  informed  understanding  of  the  Bible 
and  sound  theological  reflection,”  he 
said. 

He  said  he  wants  to  be,  “as  the  council 
should  be,  a  centripetal  force,  drawing 
persons  and  groups  toward  the  center  of 
our  faith,  even  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  .  .  . 
And  we  will  continue  to  seize  the 
initiatives,  pursuing  dialogue  with 
Roman  Catholics,  Southern  Baptists,  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals, 
and  others  who  name  the  name  of  Christ, 
as  well  as  humanizing  groups  and  forces 
that  do  not  share  our  Christian 
confession.” 


UM  agencies  investigate  critics 

Unprecedented  action  alleges  Institute9 political  link 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

CLEVELAND  —  Three  United 
Methodist  and  United  Church  of  Christ 
general  agencies  last  week  released  the 
results  of  an  unprecedented  investigation 
they  commissioned  of  a  group  that  has 
been  critical  of  them. 

The  $6,000,  three-month  study  details 
the  political  backgrounds  of  leaders  in 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
in  Washington. 

The  most  important  conclusion, 
denominational  officials  indicated,  is 
that  the  Institute  is  more  motivated  by 
"neo-conservative”  politics  than  by 
religion. 

Since  it  organized  in  April  1981  (see 
TM/UMR,  Apr.  17),  the  Institute  has 
been  sending  literature  to  local  churches 
criticizing  mainline  denominational 
agencies’  stances  on  political  issues 
which  are  said  to  be  tilted  away  from 
democratic  solutions  and  toward 
“totalitarian”  (meaning  Marxist)  solu¬ 
tions  for  international  problems. 

The  52-page  investigation  report  was 
unveiled  at  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  event  here  and  distributed  to 
leaders  of  member  denominations. 

Institute  leaders  immediately  cried 
foul  to  the  news  media  and  charged  the 
UMC  and  UCC  agencies  with  using 
“subterfuge  and  Watergate-style” 
tactics  to  discredit  their  critics. 

“This  shows  the  paranoia  of  general 
agency  staff  toward  anybody  who  has  the 
gall  to  question  them,”  TM/UMR  was 
told  by  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  former 
chief  executive  of  a  predecessor  agency 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  He  is  on  the  Institute’s 
executive  committee. 

More  political  than  religious 

The  investigation  was  financed  by  the 
Woman’s  Division  and  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  ($3,500),  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  ($500)  and 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  Board  for 
Homeland  Ministries  ($2,000). 

A  key  finding  of  the  report,  according 
to  Carolyn  McIntyre,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  Church  and 
Society,  is  the  “clear  link”  between  the 
Institute  and  the  Coalition  for  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  Majority,  a  “neo-conservative” 
political  organization  connected  with  the 
late  Sen.  Hubert  Humphrey  and 
Democrat  senators  Henry  Jackson  and 
Daniel  Moynihan. 

Ms.  McIntyre  said  that  link  is 
"extremely  significant  for  church  people 
to  know.”  While  church  agencies  are 
taking  their  political  stands  based  on  a 
struggle  with  the  idea  of  Christian 
mission,  groups  such  as  the  Institute 
attack  those  stands  from  a  political  per¬ 
spective,  she  said. 

Dr.  Gallaway,  who  is  a  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Peoria,  Ill.,  disagreed,  saying 
nearly  all  his  involvement  in  the  In¬ 
stitute,  for  example,  is  based  on  “theo¬ 
logical  concerns.” 

Furthermore,  he  and  other  Institute 
leaders  denied  that  there  is  any  legal  or 
organizational  link  between  their  group 
and  the  Coalition  for  a  Democratic 
Majority. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Robb,  UM  evangelist  and 
co-founder  of  the  Institute,  complained 
that  nobody  identified  with  the  investiga¬ 
tion  contacted  any  Institute  leaders. 

Dr.  Gallaway  charged:  “This  investi¬ 
gative  technique  is  the  kind  of  thing  the 
agency  people  holler  about  when  the 
government  does  it ...  I  think  the  in¬ 
vestigation  was  irresponsible  steward¬ 


ship  of  money.” 

He  and  Mr.  Robb  claimed  they  would 
have  given  agency  staff  persons  much  of 
the  information  in  the  report  for  free  if 
they  had  asked. 

Apparently  the  most  important  sen¬ 
tence  in  the  report  to  many  agency  offi¬ 
cials  and  the  most  contested  by  the  Insti¬ 
tute  is:  “The  Institute  presents  itself  as  a 
fully  independent  organization,  but  is 
actually  an  autonomous  ‘special  project’ 
of  the  Coalition  for  a  Democratic  Ma¬ 
jority  (CDM),  in  whose  suite  of  offices 
the  IRD  is  physically  located.”  Another 
sentence  states;  “The  Institute’s 
primary  link  to  CDM  is  Institute  board 
member  Penn  Kemble,  who  is  CDM’s 
executive  director.” 

Mr.  Kemble  told  TM/UMR  that  he  has 
not  been  connected  with  CDM  for  more 
than  two  years.  Any  connection  between 
the  Democratic  CDM  and  the  non-profit, 

“This  shows  the  paranoia  of 
agency  staff  toward  anybody  who 
has  the  gall  to  question  them.’* 

—  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway 

non-partisan  Institute  would  attract  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service’s  ire 
immediately,  he  claimed. 

Ben  Wattenburg,  chairman  of  CDM, 
said :  "What  would  be  the  guilt  if  we  were 
connected?  Are  United  Methodists  going 
to  be  upset  by  a  moderate  Democratic 
group?  But  we  have  absolutely  no 
relationship  other  than  that  we  know 
some  of  the  same  people”  and  two  or 
three  people  are  members  of  both 
organizations.”  Mr.  Kemble  is  producer 
of  a  TV  series  that  features  Mr.  Watten¬ 
burg. 

“This  investigation  has  a  certain 
irony,”  he  said,  "when  you  consider 
these  religious  groups  have  staff  on  all 
kinds  of  left-wing  political  committees  — 
not  that  there’s  anything  wrong  with 
that.” 

One  interview  at  Institute 

TM/UMR  contacted  Ronald  O’Rourke 
who  with  Eric  Hochstein  conducted  the 
investigation.  Hesaid  he  was  the  only  one 
actually  to  talk  with  Institute  leaders  — 
one  interview  with  Jim  Robb  in  early 
July.  Mr.  Hochstein  began  on  the  project 
in  June.  But  Mr.  O’Rourke  said  he  didn’t 
join  until  after  the  interview  with  Jim 
Robb,  who  is  Ed  Robb’s  son  and  the 
writer  for  the  Institute. 

Consequently,  Mr.  O’Rourke  said,  he 
didn’t  identify  himself  as  being 
connected  to  the  denominational  investi¬ 
gation  but  told  Mr.  Robb  he  was  a  college 
student  (“which  I  was”)  working  on  a 
paper. 

He  said  he  had  no  documentation  to 


back  up  the  “link”  claim  in  his  report 
except  for  notes  from  the  interview  with 
Mr.  Robb  who  “described  the  Institute  as 
a  special  project  of  CDM.  .  .  It  didn’t 
make  sense  to  us  because  their  literature 
said  something  else,  but  we  figured  he 
ought  to  know  so  we  went  with  what  he 
said.  I  asked  him  three  times  to  be  sure,” 
Mr.  O’Rourke  explained. 

Neo-conservatives  prevalent 

Told  of  that,  Jim  Robb  said  he 
remembered  the  interview  with  a 
“college  student”  and  labeled  Mr. 
O’Rourke’s  explanation  "a  lie.” 

“I  never  would  have  said  there  was  a 
link  because  there  never  was  any  sugges¬ 
tion  to  any  of  us  from  the  beginning  that 
there  was,”  Mr.  Robb  said.  “Besides,  I 
personally  am  a  Republican  and  never 
would  work  for  a  group  linked  to  the 
Democratic  Party.” 

The  investigation  report  indicates  that 
the  leadership  of  the  Institute  ranges 
from  conservative  to  liberal  on  U.S. 
social  issues.  Democrats,  Republicans 
and  independents  are  represented.  Many 
of  the  leaders  are  labor  union  activists 
and  supporters  and  others  have  con¬ 
nections  with  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration,  the  report  states. 

The  main  thing  that  ties  all  the 
Institute  leaders  together,  according  to 
the  report,  is  their  opposition  to  com¬ 
munism  and  to  revolutionary  change  in 
Third  World  nations.  The  Institute 
usually  advocates  slower,  less  drastic 
(and  some  say  non-effective)  reform 
measures. 

Key  point  called  lie 

The  report  pointed  out  that  many  of  the 
Institute  leaders  are  well-known  “neo- 
conservative”  scholars  and  writers  with 
powerful  avenues  for  spreading  their 
message:  Peter  Berger,  Carl  Henry, 
Michael  Novak,  Paul  Seabury  and 
Richard  John  Neuhaus. 

Betty  Thompson,  executive  of  the  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Cultivation  Division  of  Global 
Ministries,  told  TM/UMR  that  as  far  as 
she  knew,  this  was  the  first  time  United 
Methodist  boards  had  undertaken  such  a 
project. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  told 
TM/UMR  that  all  UM  involvement  had 
been  through  the  Joint  Panel  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs.  It  is  composed  of  some 
members  from  the  staff  and  boards  of 
directors  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society.  Dr.  Nugent  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  panel  and  chief  executive  of 
Global  Ministries. 

"We  wanted  to  know  just  who  these 
people  were,”  Ms.  Thompson  said.  “How 
did  all  these  people  get  together.  .  .  Just 
as  it  is  important  for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  be  scrutinized  in  all  its 
associations,  so  should  its  critics.” 


$1  million  asked  for  Latin  political  refugees 

LABERMUDA,  El  Salvador  —  A  little  boy,  recovering  from  burns  received  during 
violence  in  El  Salvador,  hangs  onto  a  tree  as  he  looks  out  from  a  camp  near 
Labermuda.  He  is  one  of  approximately  200,000  displaced  persons  within  the  country. 
Another  300,000  have  abandoned  the  country  during  the  past  year  because  of  civil 
strife;  an  estimated  90,000  have  come  to  the  U.S.  Church  World  Service  is  asking 
for  $1  million  to  help  meet  this  growing  refugee  crisis. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Haitian  refugee  policy 
draws  religious  fire 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 

MIAMI  —  The  U.S.  presidential 
executive  order  mandating  interception 
of  vessels  flying  the  Haitian  flag  believed 
to  be  carrying  undocumented  persons  to 
this  country  came  under  renewed  fire 
with  the  tragic  drownings  of  33  Haitians 
on  the  Florida  coast. 

An  interfaith  “Pilgrim  Day”  letter 
sent  to  President  Reagan  urges  policy 
changes  on  Haitian  and  Salvadoran 
refugees.  It  was  signed  by  three 
executives:  Dr.  Claire  Randall  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches;  Bishop 
Thomas  C.  Kelley  of  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Conference;  and  Rabbi  Bernard  Mandel- 
baum  of  the  Synagogue  Council  of 
America. 

“As  the  traditional  Thanksgiving 
holiday  approaches,  we  reflect  upon  the 
first  pilgrims  who  sought  safe  haven  on 
American  shores  350  years  ago,”  they 
wrote.  “Facing  persecution  and  forced  to 
flee  their  homeland,  they  found  refuge 
and  freedom  here.  Since  those  early  days, 


pilgrims  from  many  places  around  the 
globe  have  been  welcomed  to  these  shores.” 

Unlike  Cubans  and  Indochinese,  the 
Haitians  and  Salvadorans  haven’t  been 
recognized  in  this  country  as  legal 
refugees  on  the  grounds  they  are  fleeing 
for  economic  reasons. 

Two  general  boards  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  Global  Ministries 
and  Church  and  Society  —  approved 
resolutions  last  month  condemning  the 
bilateral  agreement  between  the  U.S. 
and  Haitian  governments  allowing  the 
U.S.  Coast  Guard  to  intercept  and  turn 
back  vessels. 

The  church  agencies  planned  to  relay 
their  opposition  to  the  President,  the  U.S. 
Coast  Guard,  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  and  to  members  of  Congress. 

The  interception  of  Haitian  refugee 
boats  is  a  “clear  violation  of  the  1969 
United  Nations  Protocol  Relating  to  the 
Status  of  Refugees,”  according  to  a 
statement  issued  by  the  Lutheran 
Immigration  and  Refugee  Service. 


NCC  return  to  birthplace  fizzles  despite  class 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

CLEVELAND  —  "An  ecumenical 
event”  staged  here  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  last  weekend 
deserved  to  draw  thousands  to  see  and 
hear  its  world-class  speakers  and 
theologians  and  to  enjoy  and  be  led  by  its 
dramatists,  dancers,  musicians  and 
multi-media  specialists. 

But  less  than  1,000  sprinkled  into  this 
windy  city’s  massive  Music  Hall  for  any 
one  session.  And  by  the  event’s  end  the 
audience  was  so  small  that  no 
representative  was  left  to  carry  the 
banner  of  some  NCC  member 


UM  response  said  doubled 
to  Christmas  alternatives 


BY  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodists  are 
being  reminded,  come  Dec.  25,  to 
"Remember  Whose  Birthday  It  Is”  by 
their  General  Board  of  Discipleship  — 
and  they  are  listening. 

Response  is  significantly  greater  this 
year  than  last  to  the  general  board’s 
mailing  of  brochures  suggesting  that 
local  churches  should  be  leaders  in  an 
effort  to  "de-commercialize”  Christmas. 

This  is  the  second  year  that  the  agency 
is  encouraging  local  churches  to  get  their 
members  to  re-channel  some  of  the  more 
than  13  billions  spent  at  Christmastime 
into  church-related  anti-hunger  projects. 

As  it  did  last  year,  the  board  is 
encouraging  local  churches  to  use 
materials  from  Alternatives,  an 
interdenominational  group  promoting 
more  religious-oriented  ways  of 
celebrating  traditional  holidays. 

“United  Methodists  have  ordered  more 
than  1,000  Alternatives  packets  from 
Discipleship  Resources  and  4,000  from 
the  Alternatives  office  itself.  That  is 


already  double  what  had  been  sent  out  by 
the  end  of  the  Christmas  season  last 
year,”  said  Neil  Alexander,  the 
executive  of  Discipleship’s  Hunger  and 
Value  Formation  unit. 

Mr.  Alexander  explained  in  a  brochure 
mailed  out  earlier  this  fall  to  UM  pastors 
that  people  can  make  Christmas  more 
meaningful  by  finding  more  appropriate 
ways  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  Christ  and 
by  diverting  time,  talents  and  money 
typically  spent  on  holiday  extravagance 
to  genuine  human  needs. 

In  the  brochure,  Mr.  Alexander 
encourages  church  leaders  to  ask  their 
members  to  covenant  to  set  aside  at  least 
25  percent  of  what  they  spent  last  year 
and  give  it  as  a  Christmas  gift  to  support 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  programs  seeking  an  end  to 
hunger.  Three  such  projects  described  in 
the  brochure  are  an  "Eco-Justice 
Project”  of  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  a  "Rural 
Training”  program  in  Asia,  the 
Caribbean  and  Latin  America,  and  an 
“Interreligious  Task  Force  on  U.S.  Food 
Policy”  based  in  Washington,  D.C. 


communions  in  the  final  procession. 

The  occasion  was  twofold:  To  mark  the 
end  of  a  triennium,  the  three-year  period 
in  which  the  council  rotates  its  elected 
leadership  among  its  32-member  bodies, 
and  to  return  to  the  city  where  the 
council  was  born  31  years  ago. 

The  opening  celebration  of  the 
council’s  first  three  decades  delayed  the 
featured  speaker,  Nobel  Peace  laureate 
Adolfo  Perez  Esquivel,  until  9:40  p.m. 
And  he  was  followed  by  the  council’s 
outgoing  president,  the  Rev.  M.  William 
Howard,  a  black  American  Baptist 
barely  older  than  the  council  itself  but  an 
acknowledged  forceful  leader  in  the  1979- 
81  triennium. 

Perez  Esquivel,  famed  for  his  non¬ 
violent  work  for  justice  in  his  native 
Argentina,  called  on  churches  “in 
ecumenical  fraternity  ...  to  share  bread 
and  liberty  ...  the  bread  that  feeds  the 
body  and  the  bread  of  the  spirit.” 

Mr.  Howard  spoke  of  the  “religious 
ghetto”  which  envelops  the  church  “in  an 
increasingly  secular  society.  Our 
challenge  is  to  demonstrate  through  a 
non-doctrinaire  ministry  that  the  Good 
News  of  Christ  is  life  for  all  ages.” 

Council  on  periphery 

Later,  in  a  news  conference,  Mr. 
Howard  complained  that  the  council’s 
member  communions  have  not  “owned 
the  council  enough,”  have  not  “told  what 
little  the  council  has  done  or  provided 
enough  support  for  the  council  to  tell  its 
own  story."  This,  he  said,  leaves  the 
council  "on  the  periphery,  doing  what’s 
left  after  what  is  perceived  as  ‘the  real 
work’  of  the  churches  is  done.” 

The  following  morning  pollster  George 
Gallup  Jr.  reported  on  a  survey  he  had 
taken  of  some  200  of  the  council’s  250 
governing  board  members.  Nine  of  10,  he 
said,  are  either  “somewhat”  or 
“completely”  dissatisfied  with  the  wav 


things  are  going  in  the  U.S.  However, 
only  about  70  percent  of  Americans  as  a 
whole  feel  that  way,  he  added. 

Mr.  Gallup  told  the  council  that  the 
“root  problem”  today  is  youth 
unemployment,  “the  source  of  many  of 
society’s  ills.  We  will  make  little 
headway  in  the  war  against  crime  and 
alcohol  and  drug  abuse  and  a  host  of 
other  problems  until  we  get  on  top  of  this 
problem,”  he  asserted. 

Social  ethicist  Max  Stackhouse 
brought  a  renewal  message  based  on  the 
Ten  Commandments.  On  the  one  closest 
to  Mr.  Gallup’s  "root  problem,"  the  fifth 
(“Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother”),  he 
said,  “As  we  were  cared  for,  so  we  should 
extend  care  to  all  God’s  children.” 

A  dramatized  dialogue  between  “a 
minister  and  his  wife  at  a  Howard 
Johnson’s  restaurant”  disclosed  that  life 
could  be  like  five  minutes  before  an 
anticipated  nuclear  attack.  An  all-too- 
real  panel  followed  that  dramatization. 

One  panelist,  a  17-year-old  United 
Church  of  Christ  leader  from  Michigan, 
stunned  the  “event”  when  he  said  that  a 
ninth  grade  teacher  had  told  him  that, 
given  the  realities  of  the  arms  race,  “you 
probably  won’t  live  past  40.” 

That  penetrating  comment  was 
followed  by  the  restrained  but  tearful 
testimony  of  a  woman  who,  as  a  grade 
school  student,  had  survived  the  atomic 
bombing  in  Hiroshima. 

In  another  session,  a  Bible  study  on  1 
Corinthians  (“Now  you  are  the  body  of 
Christ  and  individually  members  of 
it .  .  .”)  was  led  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Potter, 
West  Indian  Methodist  and  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

Icon  presented 

The  international  emphasis  continued 
in  a  worship  service  using  the  Orthodix 
liturgy,  with  the  homily  translated  from 
the  Russian  as  delivered  by  an 
archbishop  from  the  Leningrad 


Theological  Seminary.  Then  came  an 
ecumenical  high  point,  the  presentation 
to  the  National  Council  by  Metropolitan 
Fhilaret  of  the  Soviet  Union  of  a  golden 
icon  ofChnst.  _  JOHN  LOVELACE 


Some  close  to  the  council  reasoned  that 
Bishop  Armstrong’s  selection  was 
primarily  a  recognition  of  one  who  had 
led  the  liberal  church  of  the  ’60s  and  ’70s 
but  has  achieved  a  balance  in  his  own  life 
“between  the  Christian’s  inner,  spiritual 
life  and  the  Christian’s  witness  in  the 
world,”  to  quote  from  a  council 
newsfeature  story  about  him 

His  title  as  a  bishop  was  also  seen  as  a 
plus  for  NCC  leadership,  one  source  said, 
as  is  the  fact  that  he  is  a  midwestemer  in 
contrast  with  New  York-based  NCC 
presidents  of  the  past  decade. 

In  other  actions  the  council’s 
Governing  Board  continued  to  consider 
the  kinds  of  national  and  international 
concerns  which  typify  NCC  activities. 

El  Salvador  delegation  reports 

Two  documents  were  newly-minted 
just  ahead  of  this  meeting.  One  was  a 
report  by  a  nine-person  delegation  which 
visited  El  Salvador  on  behalf  of  the 
council  in  late  October.  (The  only  United 
Methodist  in  that  group  was  Bishop 
Joseph  Yeakel  of  the  Syracuse  Area ) 

The  board  adopted  the  group’s 
recommendations,  urging  a  diplomatic 
rather  than  a  military  solution  to  the 
conflict  in  that  Central  American 
country.  The  board  also  pled  for  an  end  to 
arm  shipments  to  all  sides  in  that  civil 
conflict. 

One  member  of  the  delegation  spoke  of 
El  Salvador’s  “repression  that 
approaches  genocidal  proportions”  and 
added,  “I  did  not  hear  from  one  single 
religious  leader  ...  a  single  comment 
favoring  the  current  policy  of  the 
Salvadoran  government,  which  is  fully 
supported  by  the  current  U.S. 
administration.” 

Dr.  William  P.  Thompson  of  the 
delegation,  said  they  agreed  on  believing 
the  Salvadoran  insurgents  are  receiving 
arms  from  Cuba  and  that  some  members 
of  the  insurgent  forces  may  be  Marxist  in 
orientation.  But  they  do  not  view  the 
conflict  there  as  a  communist  revolution, 
rather  as  a  struggle  for  basic  human 
rights.  They  detailed  the  denial  of  human 
rights  in  El  Salvador  and  the  constant 
fear  of  death  and  disappearance  with 
which  the  Salvadoran  people  live. 

In  light  of  news  reports  that  Secretary 
of  State  Alexander  Haig  was 
investigating  even  more  military 
involvement  in  El  Salvador,  council 
President  M.  William  Howard  Jr.,  and 
General  Secretary  Claire  Randall  acted 
on  the  request  of  the  board,  sent  the 
Secretary  a  telegram  expressing  “the 
conviction  that  the  present  policies  of  our 
government  toward  El  Salvador  are 
wrong  and  not  only  doomed  to  failure  but 
also  fraught  with  danger.” 

The  board  approved  a  message  of 
support  for  Christians  and  churches  of 
the  People’s  Republic  of  China  which  will 
be  carried  to  China  by  an  18-member 
delegation  of  board  members  and  council 
staff  leaving  Nov.  18. 

Calls  for  needs  consultation 

The  Governing  Board  also  called  for  a 
broadly -based  consultation  on  the  role  of 
religious  institutions  to  address  a  "crisis 
in  meeting  human  needs”  which  the. 
council  says  is  caused  by  massive 
federal  budget  transfers  away  from 
human  services. 

A  background  paper  on  that  subject, 
entitled  a  “Conscience  Alert,”  had  been 
prepared  by  council  staff.  It  cited 
examples  of  suffering  allegedly  caused 
by  recent  changes  in  U.S.  public  policies. 
It  specifically  mentioned  persons  lacking 
utilities,  transportation,  food,  medicine, 
employment,  “and  a  host  of  other 
necessities.” 

The  council’s  own  1982  budget  was  cut 
back  more  than  $3  million  from  this 
year’s.  The  largest  decrease  is  in  the 
council’s  Division  of  Overseas  Ministries 
and  is  related  to  reductions  in 
immigration  and  refugee  resettlement 
programs.  These,  it  was  explained,  are 
being  scaled  down  because  of  reductions 
in  federal  grants  for  refugee 
resettlement.  The  council’s  projected 
1982  budget  is  just  over  $32  million. 


Now  through  December  25,  1981 
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Church's  ethnic  priority 
starts  Hispanic  broadcast 


By  JOHN  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

EL  PASO,  Tex.  —  When  millions  of 
Hispanics  tune  In  to  the  weekly  radio 
program,  “Revisa,"  they  are  at  least 
indirectly  in  touch  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Grants  from  the  denomination's 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  missional 
priority  helped  start  the  program  a  few 
years  ago.  And  the  UM  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Missions  here  continues  to 
support  the  program  through  office 
space  and  secretarial  assistance. 

Actually  the  support  goes  to 
“Revisa  V  parent  organization, 
ETCOM.  The  acronym  stands  for  Em¬ 
powerment  Through  Communications. 

ETCOM  is  an  Hispanic  organization 
which  operates  a  communications  center  ■ 
here.  It  has  at  least  five  projects  going 
"to  harness  communications  mediums 
and  redirect  them  to  serve  the  interests 
of  Hispanics,  women  and  other 
minorities." 

"Revisa"  was  ETCOM's  first  major 
breakthrough  on  the  national  scene 
because  it  secured  a  grant  from  National 
Public  Radio's  Satellite  Program 
Development  Fund.  This  grant  keeps 
“Revisa”  producing  weekly  five-minute 
radio  insights  into  contemporary 


Hispanic  culture,  then  gets  the  program 
onto  NPR's  satellite  network  from  where 
it  is  beamed  into  30  major  markets. 

“Revisa"  is  only  one  current  ETCOM 
project.  ETCOM  is  also  seeking  to  build  a 
minority-controlled  non-commercial 
radio  station  in  the  El  Paso  area  to  serve 
needs  of  Hispanics,  women,  and  other 
minorities. 

ETCOM  staff  have  led  training  events 
in  Nashville  and  in  San  Antonio  for 
Hispanic  communicators.  It  is  also  a 
training  facility  for  students  enrolled  in 
advanced  radio  production  courses  at  the 
University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso. 

ETCOM  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Community  Broadcasters, 
which  gives  it  access  to  other  Hispanic 
and  minority-oriented  communications 
projects.  This  is  called  "networking,” 
getting  together  with  people  who  share 
similar  interests. 

ETCOM  plans  several  video  projects  to 
add  to  its  ongoing  audio-visual  projects. 
Its  goal  is  to  build  a  media  center  here  to 
house  all  ETCOM  projects  under  one 
roof. 

ETCOM  director  Ignacio  Acosta  sees 
the  media  center  becoming  the  base  of 
operation  for  an  organization  serving 
Hispanic  communities  all  across  the 
country. 


6Lion/lamb’  continue 
restless  search  for 
church  peace  emphasis 

n.iL  .  Uuptnn  Tillrilcm 


EL  PASO.  Tex.  —  Volunteer  Yvonne  Garcia  loads  a  tape  in  studios  where  United 
Methodist-supported  “Revisa”  radio  programs  are  prepared  for  weekly  broadcast 
over  National  Public  Radio.  The  programs  are  designed  to  reach  the  nation’s 
Hispanic  community  and  to  inform  non-Hispanics  abut  the  Hispanic  culture. 

ETCOM  PHOTO 


All  shared  war  fears  in  uneven  dialogue 


Americans  embrace  Soviet  peace  visitors 

_ _ — — - - - -  7Z  j  “Much  to  our  amazement 

We  would  rather  use  all  that 
money  that  goes  into  weapons  for 
solving  our  internal  problems  ” 

—  a  Soviet  science  ivriter 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 
AUSTIN,  Tex.  —  Helen  Knorre,  a 
middle-aged  Russian  woman,  was  a 
visitor  in  a  strange  land  as  she  walked 
through  a  sprawling,  consumer-goods 
packed  suburban  shopping  mall  here. 

Suddenly,  a  woman  approached  her  and 
called  her  by  name:  “I  saw  you  on  TV 
this  morning.”  Mrs.  Knorre  beamed.  The 
two  women  —  American  and  Russian 
strangers  —  spontaneously  embraced. 

Three  times  the  scene  was  re-enacted 
as  Americans  eagerly  sought  contact  with 
the  Russian  woman  who  had  pleaded  for 
peace  on  a  local  morning  talk  show. 

Mrs.  Knorre  said  she  was 
flabbergasted  at  the  outpouring  of 
affection.  So  were  her  American 
sponsors  who  hosted  seven  Soviet 
citizens  here. 

In  all,  25  Soviet  citizens  in  three  groups 
spent  a  week  here  and  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
and  Pasadena,  Calif.,  telling  Americans 
how  much  the  Soviet  people  want  peace. 

Hostility  fails  to  appear 

“I  think  the  arms  escalation  is  getting 
to  us,  and  the  nuclear  threat  is  very 
much  more  real  this  year,”  said  Barbara 
Holmes,  attempting  to  explain  why  none 
of  the  anticipated  negative  reaction  to 
the  visit  occurred.  Americans  seemed 
moved  to  find  that  people  who  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  enemy  sincerely  desire 
peace  and  are  just  as  afraid  of  war  as 
they  are,  Ms.  Holmes  said.  She  was 
chairwoman  of  the  Austin  host  group  and 
is  on  the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
district  office  here. 

At  a  cafe  near  the  state  capitol,  Ms. 
Knorre  leaned  forward  to  answer  a 
TM/UMR  question:  “I  still  have  trouble 
leaving  any  bread  on  my  plate  because  I 
remember  as  a  child  World  War  II 
there  was  no  food.  My  father  was  killed. 
Every  family  was  hit.  Twenty  million 
Russians  died.  How  could  anybody  think 


that  the  Russian  people  would  not  want 
peace? 

“This  is  my  cause  .  .  .  my  belief.”  She 
clasped  her  hands  to  her  breast.  “With 
all  my  heart,  I  believe  in  peacemaking.” 

What  about  all  those  Soviet  nuclear 
weapons  lined  up  in  Eastern  Europe 
aimed  at  Western  Europe?  They  are 
there  only  as  defense  against  the  West’s 
missiles  which  are  aimed  at  the  Soviet 
Union,  Ms.  Knorre  answered. 

“Believe  me,  we  would  rather  use  all 
that  money  that  goes  into  weapons  for 
solving  our  internal  problems,”  Ms. 
Knorre,  a  science  magazine  writer  said. 

She,  as  well  as  other  Soviet  visitors, 
was  informed  that  many  Americans 
likewise  feel  the  U.S.  would  reduce  its 
weaponry  if  it  weren’t  so  afraid  of  the 
Soviet  Union. 

It’s  important  for  American  and  Soviet 
citizens  to  hear  each  other  talking  of 
their  fears,  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
McClean,  treasurer  of  USA-USSR 
Citizens’  Dialogue  Inc.  which  organized 
this  tour.  It  is  thought  to  be  the  first  of  its 
kind.  He  is  a  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  in  New  York. 

Citizens’  Dialogue  was  begun  in  1979 
primarily  by  United  Methodists  and 
United  Presbyterians.  The  main  goal 
was  for  citizens  outside  the  mtiin  cities  in 
both  countries  to  live  in  homes  of 
common  citizens  in  the  hinterlands  of  the 
other  nation  so  they  could  begin  to  look 
upon  each  other  as  real  people. 

Most  of  the  Soviet  visitors  had  no 
religious  affiliation,  but  most  of  the 
American  hosts  were  from  churches  or 
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organizations  related  to  churches 
The  Soviet  citizens  were  especially 
impressed  by  the  effort  of  churches  to 
welcome  them  and  spread  their  call  for 
peace,  Ms.  Holmes  said. 

One  Soviet  citizen  confided  that  he  had 
never  been  to  church  before  and  was 
overwhelmed  at  seeing  “cowboys  in 
churches.”  He  was  surprised  by  how 
much  Christians  not  only  desire  peace 
but  work  for  it. 

"It  was  a  great  witness  to  the  visitors,” 
Ms.  Holmes  said.  The  two  Christians  in 
the  group  seemed  to  rise  in  the  esteem  of 
their  colleagues  after  a  few  days,  some 
hosts  told  TM/UMR. 

Mr.  McClean  said  Citizens’  Dialogue 
leaders  had  been  fearful  at  first  that  the 
American  side  of  the  deal  was  too 
church-oriented  and  wouldn’t  be 
accepted  by  the  Soviets’  Union  of 
Friendship  Societies. 

British  cleric 
given  world 
peace  award 

LONDON  (UMNS)  -  Visibly  moved  by 
the  occasion,  a  British  Methodist 
minister  known  for  half-a-century  of 
street  preaching  and  his  fearless 
advocacy  of  peace  received  the  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award  in  a  ceremony 
here  last  month. 

Lord  Donald  Soper,  for  almost  40  years 
superintendent  of  the  West  London 
mission,  was  hailed  by  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  as  one  who 
has  “consistently  decried  war  by 
labeling  it  an  intolerable  means  for  the 
settlement  of  international  disputes.” 
Bishop  Cannon,  chairperson  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  Executive  Committee, 
presented  the  medallion  and  the  $1,000 
cash  award. 

Responding,  Lord  Soper  said  his 
efforts  have  been  a  testimony  to  the 
“non-violent  love  I  learned  in  Jesus 
Christ  .  .  .  Nothing  has  disturbed  my 
belief  in  the  world-embracing  love  I 
found  in  Jesus.” 

Lord  Soper  said  it  would  be  his  “great 
pleasure"  to  donate  the  cash  award  to  a 
worthy  cause. 


"Much  to  our  amazement,  Soviet 
representatives  said,  ‘From  what  we’ve 
seen,  churches  are  THE  social  presence 
in  the  U.S.  that  can  help  us  be 
understood,’  ”  Mr.  McClean  said. 

He  said  he  expects  a  similar-sized  tour 
of  Americans  (probably  mostly  Christians) 
will  go  to  various  ones  of  the  15  republics 
of  the  Soviet  Union  next  year. 

Peace  dialogue  has  limits 

The  dialogue  here  seemed  limited 
when  peace  discussions  turned  to 
specifics.  TM/UMR  made  an 
observation  to  Eugene  P.  Butarrev  from 
a  Soviet  trade  union  council: 
“Americans  concerned  about  peace 
don’t  hesitate  to  criticize  their  U.S. 
government  when  they  feel  it  is  moving 
in  a  direction  away  from  peace.  Would 
your  group  —  or  could  it  —  do  the  same 
with  its  government?” 

Mr.  Butarrev  turned  to  a  colleague  and 
spoke  in  Russian  with  him.  He  then  said: 
“For  us,  it  is  difficult  to  grasp  the  idea. 
We  favor  peace  and  we  favor  our 
government  which  is  doing  its  utmost  to 
achieve  peace  and  bring  about 
disarmament.” 

Since  only  one  side  in  the  dialogue  can 
be  vocal  about  its  government’s 
excesses,  how  can  the  dialogue  achieve 
its  goal  of  helping  ordinary  citizens  in 
both  nations  contribute  to  the  building  of 
peace,  Mr.  McClean  was  asked. 

He  answered  that  it  definitely  is  true 
Soviet  citizens  cannot  lobby  their 
government  as  U.S.  citizens  do.  He 
advised,  however,  not  to  underestimate 
the  influence  they  have  on  their  local 
governments  and  unions.  “One  thing 
these  people  can  do  is  go  back  and  tell 
their  people  that  they  saw  that  all 
Americans  aren’t  for  a  nuclear  build¬ 
up.”  That  can  lessen  fear,  and  fears  on 
both  sides  contribute  to  military 
escalation,  he  indicated. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Ever  since  the  first  stone 
was  cast  in  the  name  of  war,  people  in 
religious  sectors  have  cried  for  peace, 
but  what  that  ellusive  concept  entails 
was  a  source  of  disagreement  here  last 
week. 

“Sure,  the  lions  and  the  lamb  can  lie 
down  together  right  now,  but  the  lamb 
sure  wouldn’t  get  much  rest,”  said  Clyde 
Robinson,  a  staff  person  for  United 
Ministries  in  Education  from  Charlotte, 
N.C.  “Something  has  to  change  to  make 
that  lion  eat  straw  and  the  lamb  rest 
easy.” 

Mr.  Robinson  was  one  of  nearly  40 
campus  ministers  and  others  who  met 
here  to  develop  and  share  ideas  on 
equipping  campus  ministers  and 
churches  for  peace  education.  However, 
the  definitions  of  peace,  pacifism  and 
disarmament  caused  some 
disagreement  as  different  speakers 
sought  to  define  peace  goals  and  how  to 
attain  them. 

Peace  not  a  church  priority 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  three-day 
meeting  was  the  Rev.  John  Conner,  a 
campus  minister  at  Oregon  State 
University  and  president  of  the 
Presbyterian  Peace  Fellowship.  Mr. 
Conner  said  that  disarmament  —  the 
halting  and  reversing  of  the  arms  race  — 
will  bring  about  peace.  The  problem,  he 
said,  was  making  the  peace  issue 
important  in  the  life  of  both  the  academic 
and  the  religious  communities.  He 
chastised  mainline  and  other 
denominations  and  religious  educators 
for  not  making  peace  a  prime 
consideration. 

The  task  of  educators,  he  said,  is  to 
push  for  peace  education  and  peace 
studies  courses  at  colleges  and 
universities.  He  said  peace  education 
should  include  sociological  studies  of 
societies  and  cultures  which  have  been 
successful  in  avoiding  war.  He  also  sug¬ 
gested  that  philosophy  courses  should 
emphasize  ideologies  of  such  peace  advo¬ 
cates  as  Gandhi  and  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr. 

The  meeting  rhetoric  was  accented 
with  films  about  the  horror  of  atomic 
warfare  and  bombing  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki.  Most  participants  seemed  to 
agree  that  wars  must  cease  but  they  did 
not  agree  on  the  method  for  ending  those 
wars. 

Claudia  Highbaugh  of  United 


Arms  race  a  ‘horror’ 

The  Rev.  Anatoly  Sokolov,  an  assistant 
director  in  the  All  Union  Council  of 
Evangelical  Christian-Baptists,  stressed 
to  his  audience  at  Austin  Presbyterian 
Seminary  that  they  should  reduce  their 
fears  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

“For  both  of  us,  war  and  the  arms  race 
is  a  horror.  The  Russian  people  are  a 
peace-loving  people.  And  remember, 
(because  of  the  Soviet  Union’s  lower 
standard  of  living)  we  lose  more  in  a 
military  buildup  than  you  do.” 

The  UMC’s  Church  and  Society  gave 
$500  to  help  start  Citizens’  Dialogue  and 
has  authorized  Mr.  McClean's  work  with 
it  as  an  official  part  of  his  job. 


United  Methodist 
Women  to  launch 
five-year  fest 

MINNEAPOLIS  (TM/UMR)  -  Five 
years  of  celebration,  climaxing  in  1986, 
will  mark  the  100-year  anniversaries  of 
the  eight  predecessor  groups  to  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW) . 

Official  launching  of  the  project  will  be 
at  the  spring  1982  Women’s  Assembly  in 
Philadelphia,  with  the  finale  at  the  1986 
assembly. 

Directors  of  the  Women’s  Division 
approved  the  five-year  centennial  cele¬ 
bration  here  last  month  in  order  to  cover 
the  different  founding  dates  of  the  home 
and  foreign  missionary  societies  in  five 
denominations  preceding  the  UMW. 

Goals  for  the  celebration  include 
events  in  each  of  the  28,000  local  units 
and  a  giving  plan  of  $1  per  year  of  the 
centennial  celebration  from  each  of  the 
UMW’s  1.2  million  members. 

The  Women’s  Division  executive  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  recommend  one  or  more 
areas  for  new  “long-term,  second 
century  development,”  to  be  initiated 
with  funds  from  the  as  yet  unnamed  cen¬ 
tennial  fund. 


Methodist-related  Huston-Tillotson 
College  in  Austin,  Texas,  insisted  that 
only  changes  in  people’s  and  countries’ 
perceptions  of  each  other  and  the 
resolution  of  timeless  prejudices  would 
lead  to  world  peace. 

“It  is  not  just  a  matter  of  laying  down 
arms,”  said  Ms.  Highbaugh,  the  only 
black  woman  present  at  the  meeting.  “I 
think  you  can’t  ask  struggling  Third 
World  countries  and  people  of  color  to 
stop  fighting  to  attain  basic  human  rights 
in  the  name  of  peace.  You’re  talking 
about  genocide.  We  would  have  to  elim¬ 
inate  the  darker  brothers  and  sisters  to 
attain  peace,  because  racial  and  ethnic 
differences  are  at  the  heart  of  our  con¬ 
flict.  You’re  asking  me  to  believe  the  con¬ 
cept  of  pacifism  is  more  important  than 
my  people,  and  I’m  not  ready  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Robinson,  author  of  “The 
Peaceable  Kingdom,”  a  position  paper 
for  the  Higher  Education  task  force  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.,  agreed 
somewhat  with  Ms.  Highbaugh.  “The 
vision  of  shalom  —  total  peace  —  is  not 
just  the  absence  of  conflict.  It  describes 
societies  justly  structured,  families 
living  in  harmony  and  religious 
communities  constantly  working  for 
shalom  and  wholeness  in  their  churches 
and  synagogues.  It  is  a  unilateral  plan 
that  must  have  personal,  political  and 
even  ecological  implications.  We’ve  got 
to  change  the  way  we  perceive  each 
other  and  the  way  we  deal  with  each 
other  or  mere  peace  could  become  just 
another  form  of  oppression,”  he  said. 
Help  youth  learn  alternatives 
Mr.  Conner  said  the  role  of  campus 
ministry  and  the  academic  community  is 
to  help  youth  learn  alternatives  to  war 
and  conflict.  “The  ROTC  and  other  like 
organizations  are  visible  on  campus,  and 
now  the  peace  movement  must  become 
just  as  visible  through  classes  and 
seminars  and  ministry,”  he  said.  “Those 
in  religion  and  education  have  a  special 
responsibility  to  help  us  change  our 
concepts  of  war  and  peace.” 

Mr.  Conner  also  suggested  peace 
education  courses  be  established  and 
that  the  federal  government  should 
employ  peace  educators  in  foreign 
policymaking.  “We  train  people  in  war 
tactics  and  strategy,  but  we  also  need 
educated  people  to  deal  with  peace 
strategy.  If  there  were  another  incident 
like  the  Iranian  hostage  crisis,  there 
should  be  peace  educators  which  the 
government  could  consult.” 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  National  Institute 
for  Campus  Ministries,  and  United  Minis¬ 
tries  in  Higher  Education. 
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Church  court  rulings  issued 


CLAREMONT,  Calif.  (UMNS)  — 
Questions  of  authority  and  practice  in 
two  areas  —  consultation  on  pastors’ 
appointments  and  certification  for 
diaconal  ministry  —  were  answered  here 
Oct.  21-23  by  the  United  Methodist 
Judicial  Council.  Both  issues  were  the 
subject  of  new  legislation  in  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

The  church’s  “supreme  court”  denied 
requests  to  reconsider  two  decisions 
made  last  April,  but  in  both  cases  gave 
expanded  instructions  to  the  parties 
involved.  Under  the  presidency  of  Tom 
Matheny  of  Hammond,  La.,  the  council 
also  answered  several  questions  about 
ministerial  pensions  and  other  issues. 

“Consultation”  in  pastoral  appoint¬ 
ments,  which  the  1980  General 
Conference  made  mandatory  in  all 
annual  conferences,  must  include  the 
local  pastor-parish  relations  committee, 
whose  role  is  advisory,  must  be  done 
before  the  appointment  is  decided,  and 
the  parties  involved  must  be  informed 
prior  to  a  public  announcement,  the 
council  ruled  (Decision  501 ).  It  reminded 
also  that  consultation  had  been  defined 
earlier  by  the  council  as  “an  exchange  of 
ideas.  .  .  not  necessarily  agreement.” 

The  ruling,  requested  by  Alabama- 
West  Florida  conference  as  the  result  of 
reported  disagreement  over  interpreta¬ 


tion  of  the  legislation,  noted  that  the 
legislation  also  calls  for  the  bishops  to 
exchange  information  among 
themselves  about  implementation  of  the 
consultation  process. 

The  annual  conference  has  final 
authority  in  certifying  a  candidate  for 
diaconal  ministry,  though  the  Division  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  in  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
sets  the  standards,  said  the  council 
(Decision  507). 

Southwest  Texas  conference  asked  for 
the  decision  after  the  division  refused  to 
grant  certification  to  Barbara  Nardi,  on 
the  Christian  education  staff  of  Universal 
City  (Texas)  United  Methodist  Church. 
They  disagreed  over  whether  she  had 
met  the  standards. 

The  council  refused  to  reconsider  its 
Decision  497  ordering  Southern  Illinois 
conference  to  conduct  a  new  trial  for  the 
Rev.  Joseph  C.  Evers,  a  conference 
member  found  guilty  of  dishonesty  in 
answering  a  question  before  a 
conference  divorce  review  committee. 

After  hearing  new  arguments  here 
from  counsel  for  both  Mr.  Evers  and  the 
conference,  the  council  directed  that  a 
new  trial  court  be  assembled  and  that, 
unless  the  parties  resolve  the  case 
earlier,  the  trial  must  begin  by  Dec.  1, 
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Seated  at  the  control  board,  three  members  of  the  First  Methodist  video  production 
team,  left  to  right.  Bob  Pierce,  engineer,  Steve  Matta,  intern  technician,  and  Jo  Anne 
Harris,  studio  manager-director. 


Dr.  D,  L.  Dykes,  right,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  and  innovative  television 
preacher/teacher,  describes  the  25  year  old  television  ministry  of  the  church,  “I 
believe  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  theology  that  is  needed  and  applicable 
to  these  times  —  via  television.”  Rev.  Jim  Moore,  left,  demonstrated  video  programs 
from  the  church’s  vast  library  of  video  cassettes. 


Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  left,  Shreveport  District  Superintendent,  and  Rev.  Kenneth 
Reed,  pastor  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  try  their  hand  with  video 
at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Television  Workshop  held  Nov.  2-3,  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Shreveport. 
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Conference  Orders  45 
Satellite  Downlink  Antennas 


SHREVEPORT,  LA  (UMN)  -  United 
Methodist  leaders  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  have  ordered  45 
‘‘down  link”  dish  antennas  to  be  installed 
at  church  sites  across  the  state.  The 
antennas  will  receive  television 
programs  fed  from  an  “up  link”  earth 
station  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  via  the  Satcom  I  satellite.  ^ 


‘‘Our  district  superintendents  hav*- 
already  selected  the  localimi-ior  five 
‘down  link’  antennas  in  each  of  our  nine 
districts,”  said  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  area.  ‘‘Also,  we  will  install  a 
‘down  link’  dish  antenna  at  the 
conference  headquarters  building  in 
Baton  Rouge.” 


Speaking  to  175  ministers  of  the 
Louisiana  conference  assembled  at  the 
downtown  Shreveport  church  for  a  two- 
day  television  workshop,  Bishop 
Shamblin  said  he  expected  the  ‘‘down 
link”  antennas  to  be  delivered  in 
January. 

The  bishop  cited  continuing  education 
for  ministers,  training  of  church  school 
teachers  and  promotional  programs  for 
annual  conference  agencies  as  types  of 
programming  he  envisioned  being 
televised  on  the  annual  conference 
satellite  network. 

‘‘Any  series  of  administration 


meetings  that  we  conduct  across  the 
Louisiana  annual  conference  could  be 
done  better  with  this  satellite  system,” 
said  the  bishop.  ‘‘We  could  have  done  a 
better  job  introducing  the  new  adult 
church  school  literature  or  promoting  the 
Pension  Campaign  had  we  had  this 
medium  of  communication.” 

IkN^' 

‘‘Instead  of  always  driving  long  miles 
the  state  to  a  conference-wide 
meeting,  pastors  will  now  be  able  to 
drive  15-20  miles  to  a  ‘down  link’  site  for 
a  teleconference,”  said  Bishop 
Shamblin.  ‘‘And,  we  will  do  a  better  job 
of  communicating.” 

The  annual  conference  program  was 
made  possible  with  the  installation  of  the 
large  10-meter  “up  link”  earth  station  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  last  month.  The  local  church, 
the  first  in  the  denomination  with  their 
own  ‘‘up  link”  earth  station,  expects  to 
begin  telecasting  to  cable  television 
systems  throughout  the  Western 
Hemisphere  of  the  world  on  December 
20,  according  to  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor 
of  the  church. 

‘‘We  have  four  hours  planned  for 
Christmas  week  and  then  in  January  we 
begin  our  regular  two  hours  a  week 
programming  with  a  teacher  training 
course  on  Monday  that  will  prepare  the 
class  leader  for  the  adult  church  school 


Correction 


We  got  overenthusiastic  in  the  story 
last  week  about  the  new  church  plant  at 
Kaplan.  Or  maybe  there  was  just  a  little 
gremlin  that  crept  in  with  too  many 
zeros.  We  have  heard  from  a  lot  of  folks 
who  could  not  believe  that  the  figures 
were  correct,  and  we  insisted  that  they 
had  to  be;  until  the  church  itself  called  to 
let  us  know,  the  new  building  is  designed 


lesson  telecast  the  following  Sunday 
morning,  said  Dr.  Dykes. 

The  church  has  been  broadcasting 
their  Sunday  morning  worship  service  on 
commercial  television  for  25  years, 
producing  children,  youth  and  adult 
church  school  lessons  for  25  of  their 
Sunday  School  classes.  The  video 
programs  are ‘  ’delivered  via  closed 
circuit  television  to  the  classrooms  each 
week.  Teadfifers STthose  classes  using  the 
video  curriculum  meet  each  Monday 
noon  at  the  church  to  preview  the  next 
week’s  program  and  to  begin  their  lesson 
•plans. 

The  church  has  about  650  separate 
videocassette  programs  in  their  library. 

“Television  is  the  primary  medium  of 
the  American  culture  today,”  said  Dr. 
Dykes  in  his  opening  statement  to  the 
two-day  workshop.  ‘‘Television  is  the 
finest  communication  tool  available 
today.  If  our  church  doesn’t  find  a  way  to 
use  it,  we  will  be  left  behind. 

“Did  you  know  that  retention  of  any 
subject  matter  is  50%  greater  when  you 
see  it  on  television,  rather  than  in  person? 

“I  believe  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  theology  that  is  needed  and 
applicable  to  these  times  —  John 
Wesley’s  going  on  to  perfection,”  said 


Use  of  Computers 
for  the  Church 


Dr.  Jim  Varnado,  chairperson  for  the  Pony  Express  at  Greensburg  UMC,  starts  the 
program  with  his  assistant,  Brenda  Cutrer.  The  program,  used  by  many  churches 
over  the  conference,  is  styled  after  the  famous  Pony  Express  mail  relay  system  of 
more  than  a  century  ago. 


Computer  Seminar 


There  will  be  a  Local  Church 
Computer  Seminar  at  the  Conference 
Offices  in  Baton  Rouge  on  Friday, 
December  4th  at  10:00  a.m.  for  any 
pastor  or  lay  person  who  is  interested. 

In  the  past  few  years,  the  cost  and 
size  of  computers  has  decreased  to  a 
point  where  it  has  become  feasible  for 
local  churches  to  afford  one. 
Equipment  that  took  up  a  whole  room 
a  few  years  ago,  hardly  consumes  any 
space  at  all  today.  At  the  same  time, 
the  simplicity  of  operation  has  become 
a  thing  that  makes  the  small  computer 
a  very  worthwhile  tool. 

The  Conference  Offices  have  been 
utilizing  the  small  IBM  computer  for 
several  years,  and,  in  the  process, 
have  developed  many  programs  that 
could  be  useful  in  the  local  church.  A 


computer  can  do  all  kinds  of 
assignments;  address  labels,  keep  up 
with  address  changes,  register  the 
attendance,  keep  up  with  prospective 
members,  help  with  the  talent  survey, 
keep  financial  records,  etc. 

Churches  that  have  more  than  500 
members  might  well  profit  from 
having  such  assistance.  The 
Conference  staff  will  plan  to  show 
what  could  be  done,  the  type  of  skills 
that  are  required,  and  die  kinds  of 
programs  that  would  be  required. 

No  advanced  registration  is 
necessary,  and  there  is  no  fee.  The 
seminar  is  offered  as  a  service  to 
those  who  might  be  interested  in 
finding  out  more  about  computers  and 
their  use  in  the  church. 


to  seat  100  persons,  not  1,000  —  just  a  wee 
bit  of  difference!  And  the  building  will 
cost  $100,000  instead  of  the  $1,000,000  we 
printed. 

One  thing  for  sure,  the  mistake  got 
several  persons’  attention,  and  at  least, 
now  that  the  larger  amount  has  been 
printed,  folks  from  Kaplan  can  just  listen 
to  other  people  brag  for  them. 


The  first  local  church  in  the  denomination  and  possibly  in  any  ••mainline 
denomination"  to  install  their  own  10-meter  “uplink”  earth  station.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  begins  regular  satellite  feeds  December  20  and 
expects  to  start  up  Sunday  School  instruction  in  January. 


Dr.  Dykes.  “We  do  not  have  all  the 
answers  (to  video  communication),  but 
we  too  are  going  on  to  perfection.  ” 

The  host  pastor  said  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  downtown  Shreveport 
church  26  years  ago,  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  bulletin  listed  the  names  of  the 
pastors,  plus  “the  names  of  our 
missionaries  that  were  serving  on  the 
mission  field.  Now,  we  are  going  to  be 
Oaring  this  as  a  missionary  outreach,” 
said  Dr.  Dykes,  as  he  reached  out  and 
touched  a  television  set  near  him  on  the 
platform. 

The  visionary  pastor  expects  to 
develop  a  satellite  network  of  several 
hours  programming  daily  over  the  next 
few  months. 

In  the  meantime,  the  bishop  and  the 
cabinet  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
conference  have  set  in  motion  plans  to 
produce  a  video  program  on  stewardship 
and  a  “TV  Special”  on  each  of  the  annual 
conference  institutional  ministries. 

The  programs  will  be  produced  in  the 
studios  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  “up  linked”  by  the  church’s 
earth  station  to  the  satellite  22,000  miles 
up  in  the  sky  ana  then  “down  linked”  by 
the  46  churches  across  the  conference 
with  the  3-meter  dish  antennas. 
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Around  the  Conference 


BATON  ROUGE  —  The  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Zoo  plans  a  special  program  on 
December  6,  1981,  called  “Christmas 
with  the  Animals.”  The  idea,  as  we 
understand,  is  to  have  a  number  of  local 
church  choirs  who  will  sing  Christmas 
carols  in  various  parts  of  the  zoo.  Visitors 
who  come  will  move  over  the  zoo  visiting 
with  the  animals  and  enjoying  the  music 
of  the  choirs.  We  are  told  there  were  15 
local  church  choirs  who  participated  in 
the  event  last  year. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Peck  UMC  held 
their  Men’s  Day  Program  recently.  Mr. 
Owen  Ray,  Sr.  reported  that  $3,000  was 
raised  from  the  program.  Special  music 
was  provided  by  men  in  the  church.  Mr. 
Williams  Wall  and  Mr.  L.  Scott  were 
chairman  and  co-chairman  for  the  day. 
Rev.  N.  P.  Williams  is  Pastor  of  the 
church. 


SHREVEPORT  -  The  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center  is  now  ^ 
scheduling  choirs  to  carol  each  evening, 
December  14-18.  Choirs  and  youth  groups 
who  are  interested  in  participating  in  the 
program  should  call  the  Chaplain’s  office 
there. 


Calvin  to  Attend 
Consultation 
in  Atlanta 

Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  has 
been  selected  to  attend  the 
Gammon/Candler  Consultation  on  the 
Black  Church,  November  16-19,  Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

This  consultation  is  part  of  the  opening 
events  of  Emory  University  and  Candler 
School  of  Theology  activities  to  erect  a 
new  chapel  in  honor  of  Bishop  Williams 
R.  Cannon,  of  the  Charlotte  Area,  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

This  event  is  co-sponsored  by  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  and  Candler 
School  of  Theology.  The  consultation  is 
designed  to  strengthen  the  local  church. 

Rev.  Calvin  will  be  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Black  United  local 
churches,  the  Black  pastors  and  the 
Black  leadership  at  the  annual  conference 
level  in  attendance.  Rev.  Calvin  serves  as 
Pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisi¬ 
ana. 


DULAC  —  TTie  Dulac  Community 
Center  is  in  need  of  books  to  start  a 
library.  The  room  is  prepared  and  books 
were  promised  by  the  Civil  Parish 
Authorities.  The  economic  cutback 
shifted  priorities  and  no  books  will  come 
from  the  Parish  now.  If  you  have  a  few 
books  that  you  would  like  to  share,  mail 
them  to  the  Mission. 


mi 


Mrs.  Annie  Penn  was  honored  on  her 
90th  birthday  by  members  of  Lakeview 
UMC.  A  birthday  cake,  decorated  with 
nursery  rhyme  characters  surrounding  a 
large  clown,  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Penn. 
She  was  the  one  who  organized  the 
D.M.A.  group  at  the  church. 


A ppoin  tm  en  ts 
Announced 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has 
announced  the  following  changes  in 
appointments,  effective  November  1st. 

W’illiam  L.  Jones  —  N.  O.,  Asbury-St 
Matthew 

Frank  M.  Stage  —  Heflin  Brushwood 

Bernard  R.  Smith  —  St.  Peter-St. 
James 

Obie  J.  Southall  —  Melville:  St.  Paul- 
St.  James 

Lewis  Morris  —  Leave  of  Absence 
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Edit  Or  1(1  Is 

Christian  commitment  is  constant 
even  as  name-change  is  made 


For  a  majority  of  our  readers,  this 
week’s  issue  of  the  Reporter  is  like  all  the 
others. 

For  approximately  150,000  readers  in 
the  state  of  Texas,  the  paper  this  week 
looks  much  the  same  as  always,  and 
contains  identical  reading  material,  but 
there  is  a  difference:  the  name. 

In  name,  The  Texas  Methodist  news¬ 
paper  is  no  more.  It  is  replaced  by  the 
name  which  was  created  nine  years  ago 
to  accommodate  a  growing  number  of 
subscribing  conferences  and  local 
churches  outside  of  Texas:  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

With  the  passage  of  years,  it  became 
obvious  to  the  paper’s  governing  board 
that  there  would  be  numerous  benefits  to 
publishing  the  paper  under  a  single 
name.  It  is  a  case  of  an  organizational 
offspring  surpassing  and  replacing  the 
parent  —  but  only  in  a  positive  sense. 
With  this  change,  the  paper  is  now  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  full  name  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  with  a  traditional  newspaper 
name,  in  the  six  annual  conferences  of 
Texas  as  well  as  in  the  rest  of  the 
country.  Regional  identity  will  continue 
to  be  provided  via  annual  conference  edi¬ 
tions,  and  periodic  “switchouts”  of  arti¬ 
cles  on  the  inside  pages. 

As  articles  elsewhere  on  this  page 


reflect,  this  is  not  the  first  time  this 
publication’s  name  has  changed  during 
its  128-year  continuous  history.  It  may  or 
may  not  be  the  last  such  change.  A 
publication’s  name,  like  that  of  a  person, 
is  important.  It  provides  an  identity.  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  will  continue 
to  embody  all  that  is  best  of  what  “The 
Texas  Methodist”  name  has  come  to 
reflect. 

The  Reporter  provides  the  paper’s 
staff  with  a  simpler,  less  confusing 
identity  with  which  to  do  our  work.  It  will 
not  change  the  paper’s  purposes  or 
editorial  policies.  Our  purpose  remains 
that  of  reporting  the  news  of  the  church, 
interpreting  the  concerns  of  the  church, 
and  promoting  the  church’s  welfare  — 
with  our  content  intended  to  reflect  truth, 
accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and 
significance. 

The  Reporter’s  staff  will  continue  to  do 
its  work,  without  apology,  as  part  of  a 
denominational  tradition.  Our  first  loy¬ 
alty,  however,  is  not  to  our  denomina¬ 
tion,  but  to  God,  Who  has  revealed  Him¬ 
self  to  us  through  Jesus  Christ.  All 
denominational  efforts  —  including  our 
own  —  must  be  scrutinized  in  light  of 
their  faithfulness  to  the  Christian  gospel, 
using  as  our  norms  Scripture,  Christian 
tradition,  reason,  and  experience. 


MADE  ENOUGH ALL,  IF 

all/us  share  enough/ 


- -ff&RWCK. 


Here  I  Stand 

Paper  having  overcome  many  crises 
suggests  God's  guiding  hand  present 


NOVEMBER  20, 1981 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

What’s  in  a  name? 

Lots! 

Lots  of  meaning,  lots  of  memories,  lots 
of  nostalgia,  lots  of  goodwill  —  all  these 
are  found  in  a  name.  But  names  can 
change  —  and  do  change  —  and  life  goes 
on,  sometimes  better  than  before.  Thus 
now,  as  The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter  becomes  simply  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  we  see  a 
broadening  of  the  designation  of  this  134- 
year-old  Methodist  paper  that  puts  it 
fully  into  orbit  as  a  national  enterprise. 

It  is  entirely  in  line  with  journalistic 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


practice  for  a  paper  to  adopt  a  new 
name.  Often  such  a  change  comes  with  a 
merger,  new  ownership,  or  other  condi¬ 
tions.  The  Texas  Methodist  began  as  the 
Texas  Christian  Advocate  and  Brenham 
Advertiser  in  Brenham  in  1847,  when 
Texas  was  in  its  second  year  in  the 
Union.  Its  founder  was  the  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Wells,  son-in-law  of  the  Rev.  Orceneth 
Fisher,  who  also  had  a  hand  in  running  it 
a  bit  later. 

In  successive  years  the  name  of  the 
paper  —  since  the  first  one  —  has  been 
Texas  Wesleyan  Banner,  Texas  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  The  Southwestern  Advo- 


It  may  be  easier  to  legislate  TM 
away  than  to  stop  referring  to  it 


U.S.  Christians  should  repudiate— 
not  support  —  Bible  smuggling 


Leaders  of  the  Christian  Church  which 
is  re-emerging  in  China  today  have  con¬ 
sistently  solicited  prayers  and  spiritual 
communion  from  fellow  Christians  around 
the  world.  They  also  have  said  emphat¬ 
ically  to  overseas  Christians  that  efforts 
to  introduce  non-Chinese  personnel  and/ 
or  materials  would  not  be  helpful  at  this 
time  and  could  even  be  threatening  to  the 
church  (see TM/UMR,  Oct.  30). 

To  the  credit  of  most  Christians  in  the 
U.S.  and  elsewhere,  our  “missionary 
zeal”  has  been  restrained  by  our  respect 
for  the  needs  and  wishes  of  our  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters  in  China. 

However,  some  independent  Christian 
groups  in  the  U.S.  have  seen  fit  to  ignore 
these  explicit  requests  by  China’s  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders,  and  to  write  them  off  as 
“Peking’s  official  religious  establish¬ 
ment.”  These  Chinese  Christians,  many 
of  whom  endured  persecution  and  im¬ 
prisonment  during  the  decade-long 
cultural  revolution  in  China,  have  even 
been  accused  of  “oppressing  house 
church  Christians.”  These  accusations 
have  been  offered  —  without  proof,  and 
as  best  we  can  determine,  without  basis 
—  to  justify  illegal  and  ill-conceived 
Bible  smuggling  operations  into  China. 
The  Christian  leaders  there  say  such 
actions  “discredit  the  Christian  church 
in  China  as  well  as  the  universal  church” 
(See  TM/UMR,  May  8  and  Oct.  30). 

After  several  years  of  being  forced 
underground,  Christianity  in  China  today 
is  again  being  allowed  to  grow  and  de¬ 
velop  by  the  Chinese  government.  One 
reason  for  the  government’s  growing 
tolerance  is  that  Chinese  Christian 
leaders  have  expressed  a  commitment  to 
develop  a  church  that  is  self-governing, 
self-supporting  and  self -propagating  — 
and  not  just  an  extension  of  the  foreign 
mission  boards  of  overseas  denomina¬ 
tions. 

We  join  with  the  Chinese  Christian  leaders 
in  deploring  the  Bible-smuggling  activities 
of  persons  such  as  “Brother  Andrew.” 

If  you  consider  it  justifiable  to  engage 
in  such  smuggling  activities,  consider 
what  would  be  your  attitude  if  a  Chinese 
ship  with  a  Chinese  crew  entered  U.S. 
territorial  waters  with  the  intention  of 
smuggling  its  cargo  onto  the  beaches  of 
California.  Few  Americans  would  take 
kindly  to  such  an  act  —  even  if  the  ship’s 
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cargo  contained  Bibles. 

While  visiting  this  newspaper’s  offices 
recently,  Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  head  of  the 
Protestant  church  in  China,  pointed  out 
the  irony  of  the  philosophy  which 
appears  to  underlie  “Brother  Andrew’s” 
approach:  “a  good  end  justifies  any 
means.”  He  further  stated  that  while 
they  do  not  favor  religious  activities,  the 
current  leaders  of  China’s  communist 
party  deal  more  openly  and  honorably 
with  Chinese  Christians  than  do  foreign 
Christians  such  as  “Brother  Andrew.” 

Ample  documentation  regarding  the 
integrity  and  determination  of  Chinese 
Christian  leaders  to  preach  and  teach  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  offered  by  the 
re-opened  churches  where  many  U.S. 
Christian  leaders  have  worshipped,  a  re¬ 
opened  seminary  where  ministers  are 
being  trained,  and  an  increasing  number 
of  Chinese  Bibles  being  printed  and 
distributed  by  Chinese  churches. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  and  other 
American  Christians  to  consider  care¬ 
fully  the  full  range  of  consequences  their 
actions  may  produce  before  lending 
support  to  any  organization  which  shows 
callous  disregard  for  the  needs  and 
wishes  of  our  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  in  China. 

If  you  receive  a  letter,  or  see  a  TV 
program,  soliciting  financial  support  for 
Bible-smuggling  into  China,  we  urge  you 
to  respond  by  repudiating,  rather  than 
supporting,  such  dishonorable  counter¬ 
productive  activities. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  long-awaited  day  has  arrived. 
“The  Texas  Methodist”  is  no  more. 
“TM/UMR”  is  but  a  passing  memory. 
Now  it’s  exclusively  The  “United  Metho¬ 
dist  Reporter,”  “UMR,”  or  “the 
Reporter.”  Take  your  pick  (see  editorial 
and  related  article  elsewhere  on  this 
page).  That  should  be  an  easy  adjust¬ 
ment,  right?  My  guess  is  that  it  won’t  be 
as  easy  either  for  you  or  us  as  might  be 
imagined. 

To  be  sure,  our  receptionist  will 
quickly  adjust  to  no  longer  having  to  try 
and  get  out  “Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter,  Good  Morning” 
before  anxious  callers  begin  talking.  But 
what  will  she  do  with  all  the  time  she 
saves  from  having  so  much  less  to  say? 

Fortunately,  I  long  since  quit  paying 
much  attention  to  how  people  address  us. 
We  get  letters  every  day  to  such  diverse 
names  as  “The  Texas  Reporter,”  the 
“United  Recorder”  and  “The  Method¬ 
ist.”  I’m  not  worried  about  folks  who 
address  us  in  those  ways.  They  know  our 
box  number,  will  continue  writing  to  us, 
and  they’ll  never  know  a  change  has 
taken  place. 

There  are  four  groups  about  which  I 
am  concerned,  however.  First,  I’m 
concerned  about  those  of  us  on  the  Repor¬ 
ter  staff.  We’ve  been  practicing  for 
weeks,  and  have  been  amazed  to 
discover  the  degree  to  which 
“TM/UMR”  has  become  ingrained  in 
our  vocabulary.  I  wish  I  had  a  dollar  for 
each  time  we  let  some  type  of  TM/UMR 
reference  slip  into  print  during  the  next 
several  weeks. 

Second,  I  feel  sorry  for  some  of  our 
fiercest  critics  who  will  no  longer  have  ^ 
“that  Texas  Methodist”  to  rail  about. 
For  folks  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
there  is  something  about  the  word 
“Texas”  which  lends  itself  magnificently 
to  making  a  critical  point  sound  down¬ 
right  scornful.  I  doubt  that  those  folks 
will  be  able  to  say  the  word  “Reporter” 
with  nearly  so  much  contempt,  and  they 


may  come  to  wish  they  still  had  “The 
Texas  Methodist”  to  kick  around. 

More  than  either  of  these  groups, 
however,  I’m  concerned  for  the  broad 
masses  of  United  Methodism  who  have 
been  persuaded  to  accept  the  idea  of 
“The  Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter,”  and/or  “TM/UMR,”  as 
though  such  an  unlikely  designation  was 
perfectly  natural.  It  has  taken  us  nine 
years  to  get  it  sorted  out  such  that  most 
people  who  care  seem  to  know  and 
accept  our  awkward  identity,  and  the 
reasons  for  it.  Now  that  they’ve  become 
properly  “educated,”  it  will  probably 
take  us  the  next  couple  of  years  to 
explain  whatever  happened  to  “The 
Texas  Methodist.”  I  wish  I  had  a  quarter 
for  each  reference  to  “The  Texas  Metho¬ 
dist”  or  “TM/UMR”  that  is  made  in  our 
incoming  mail  during  the  next  month. 

More  than  all  the  others  put  together, 
however,  I  feel  for  that  relatively  small 
group  of  people  who  work  as  periodical 
librarians  and/or  micofilmers.  Can  you 
imagine  how  they  will  adjust  their  filing 
system  to  accommodate  a  copy  of  The 
Texas  Methodist  arriving  last  week,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  similar-looking  Reporter 
replacement  this  week  and  henceforth? 
Better  —  or  worse  —  can  you  imagine 
their  bewilderment  in  dealing  with  the 
change  from  last  week’s  copy  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  reading  Vol¬ 
ume  9,  Number  49,  to  this  week’s  reading 
Volume  128,  Number  24.  That’s  a  gap  six 
times  larger  to  account  for  than  Rip  Van 
Winkle’s  nap.  It  reflects  the  fact  that  the 
Reporter  is  the  continuation  of  a  publish¬ 
ing  heritage  ranging  from  128  to  134 
years,  depending  on  how  it’s  calculated. 

Levity  aside,  I  believe  the  unlikely 
evolution  of  the  Reporter  from  a  regional 
paper  for  Methodists  in  Texas,  to  a 
nationally-circulated  paper  for  United 
Methodists,  bears  eloquent  testimony  to 
what  can  happen  when  we  live  by  the 
“form  follows  function”  principle.  Our 
church  in  Texas  had  an  established, 


Mr.  Dunnam 


growing  paper  capable  of  meeting  needs 
which  existed  but  were  not  being  met 
elsewhere,  and  we  were  willing  to  share 
it.  Numerous  other  parts  of  the  church 
decided  it  was  better  to  have  an  econom¬ 
ical,  high-quality,  weekly  paper  pro¬ 
duced  in  Texas  than  to  have  a  paper  of 
lesser  quality  or  frequency  produced 
locally.  Along  the  way  UMR  was  created 
to  accommodate  the  ever-growing 
number  of  subscribers  outside  Texas. 
The  dual  identity  was  always  awkward 
and  often  confusing,  but  it  worked  for  all 
concerned.  Texans  and  non-Texans 
worked  side-by-side  until  we  forgot  that 
there  is  any  difference. 

Two  years  ago  a  Texan  proposed  to  our 
paper’s  governing  board  that  we  study 
uniting  the  paper’s  dual  identity  into  a 
single  name:  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  A  year  ago,  another  Texan 
moved  to  overrule  the  editor’s  suggestion 
for  “continued  study,”  and  his  motion  to 
change  the  TM  name  to  UMR  passed 
unanimously.  The  change  was  subse¬ 
quently  affirmed  overwhelmingly  by  the 
paper’s  legal  owners  —  the  seven  annual 
conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

So  here  we  are  with  our  first  UMR-for- 
everyone  issue.  I  am  thankful  to  God  for 
the  tremendous  opportunity  for  ministry 
which  has  been  entrusted  to  those  of  us 
who  edit  and  operate  the  Reporter.  And  I 
am  thankful  to  each  individual,  each 
local  church,  each  annual  conference 
which  has  contributed  to  the  growth  and 
development  of  TM  and/or  UMR.  You 
can  rest  assured  that  our  basic  self- 
identity  as  a  Christian  newspaper  and 
information  delivery  system  is  not  going 
to  be  affected  one  iota  by  the  name  under 
which  it  is  distributed.  So  if  we  slip 
occasionally  and  print  a  reference  to 
TM/UMR,  please  be  forgiving.  If  you  slip 
—  as  we  know  many  of  you  will  —  we’ll 
know  who  you  mean  and  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  no  matter  what  name  you  call 
us. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Halloween  is  as  worthy  as  ‘potluck  suppers’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Inasmuch  as  the  Oct.  30  “Here  I 
Stand”  contribution  by  Elizabeth 
Glidden  served  the  Nadaresque  function 
of  calling  our  attention  to  commonplace 
consumerist  exploitation  of  children  and 
parents  in  our  All  Hallows’  Eve  obser¬ 
vances,  it  was  appreciated  by  this  reader 
—  though  I  have  yet  to  find  a  razor  blade 
in  my  son’s  candy! 

Ms.  Glidden’s  alarmist  comments 
were  not  so  well  appreciated  in  their 
more  central  intention  of  “getting  this 
pseudo-holiday  out  of  our  churches  and 
back  to  the  folk-culture  realm  from 
which  it  came.” 

I  would  have  to  agree  with  the  writer  of 
the  church  bulletin  cited  by  Ms.  Glidden. 
Halloween,  Thanksgiving,  and  Christ¬ 
mas  are  all  “good  events  and  worth  our 
time  and  celebration,”  every  bit  as 
worthy  as  “potluck  dinners,  harvest 
parties,  hayrides,  square  dances,  and 
games.”  One  simply  cannot  separate  any 
one  of  these  causes  for  celebration  from 
their  essential  roots  in  the  folk-life;  none 
are  entirely  free,  it  may  be  added,  from 
historic  and  unconscious  pagan  influ¬ 
ences.  The  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  are 
historically  consistent  in  their  rejection 
of  all  such  pagan  activities. 

But  historical  consistency  is  not  the 
essence  of  true  human  living,  nor  is  this 
the  life-blood  of  true  Christianity.  As  the 
great  Danish  Lutheran  theologian  and 
preacher  N.  F.  S.  Grundtvig  made  plain 
early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  living 
Christianity  will  never  attempt  to  live 
apart  from  the  culture  of  the  folk.  Our 
imperialistic  forays  of  the  past  in  this 
regard  have  led  us  precisely  to  "the 
murky  values  of  our  troubled  civiliza¬ 
tion.”  Let  us,  rather,  live  as  the  people 
live,  in  the  manner  of  the  prophet 
Ezekiel,  and  remember  that  our  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  a  peculiar  consciousness  that 
we  carry  in  the  world. 

R.  Bruce  Wallace 
Wagner,  South  Dakota 

‘Hurrah’  for  Ms.  Glidden 

To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah  for  Ms.  Elizabeth  Glidden’s 
article,  “We  should  get  Halloween  out  of 
our  churches  and  Sunday  Schools” 
(TM/UMR,  Oct.  30).  I  have  believed  this 
for  years  without  the  support  of  our 
pastors. 

Louise  Reed 
Neosho,  Missouri 


‘Hallow  eve’  has  been 
misinterpreted  by  culture. 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Elizabeth  Glidden’s 
article  headlined  “We  shouldA  get 
Halloween  out  of  churches  and  Sunday 
schools”  I  responded:  “We  should 
interpret  accurately  Halloween  in  our 
churches  and  Sunday  schools.” 

Our  folk-culture  has  taken  this  "hallow 
eve”  and  misinterpreted  it  to  Ms. 
Glidden  as  a  pseudo-holiday.  The  first 
Halloween  was  October  31,  1517,  when 
Martin  Luther  was  seen  as  a  devil,  witch, 
or  monster  posting  95  theses  on  a  church 
door.  His  death-defying  feat  was 
interpreted  by  the  church  in  his  day  in 
the  same  way  Ms.  Glidden  interprets 
Halloween  in  her  day. 

As  brothers  and  sister  in  Christ,  we 
have  come  a  long  way  since  the  first  hal¬ 
lowed  eve,  thanks  to  those  “Luthers”  who 
are  perceived  as  devils,  witches,  and 
monsters.  At  times,  I  have  noticed  the 
Reporter  dressing  in  this  guise  to  bring 
about  change  in  the  church,  as  indeed,  all 
leaders  in  Catholic  and  Protestant 
churches  must  occasionally  do. 

When  we  remember,  as  Luther  did, 
that  the  devil  is  God’s  devil,  “we  will  not 
fear,  for  God  hath  willed  His  Truth  to 
triumph  through  us.”  Or  as  Jesus  might 
say  at  Halloween,  “.  .  .a  little  child  shall 

lead'  •  Don  Mitten 

Denver,  Colorado 

Misuse  of  letterhead, 
money  must  stop  now 
To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  the  Oct.  23  article  head¬ 
lined  "UM  endorsed  event  seemed  con¬ 
trolled  by  pro-Soviets,”  God’s  blessings 
on  Roy  H.  Beck  and  the  Reporter  for 
having  the  courage  to  print  this  article. 

If  this  is  where  my  missions  money 
goes.  I’m  afraid  I  no  longer  will  continue 
my  financial  support.  We  don’t  want  or 
need  these  pro-Soviet  or  communistic 
gatherings  and  I  hope  the  use  of  our 
money  and  UM  letterheads  for  them  will 

be  stopped  as  of  now.  _  ..  ^ 

Dorothy  Stevens 

Naples,  Florida 

Conference  participants 
all  oppose  apartheid’s  evil 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  concerned  that  the  emphasis  on 
organizers  of  and  participants  in  the 
South  African  Conference  in  your  Oct.  23 


article  by  Roy  Beck,  detracted  from  the 
subject  of  the  conference.  South  Africa’s 
continued  domination  of  Namibia  and  the 
insidious  evil  of  apartheid  continues  to  be 
intensifying.  Millions  of  people  are 
treated  as  nonpersons  in  the  country  of 
their  birth ;  no  right  to  vote,  no  right  to 
determine  where  they  will  live;  no  ability 
to  pay  for  the  education  of  their  children, 
while  whites  receive  free,  compulsory 
education.  These  people  are  victims  of 
the  apartheid  system,  which  exists  for 
the  economic  and  social  privilege  of  the 
minority  and  is  a  reflection  of  the 
inhuman  concept  of  racial  purity.  Such  a 
system  and  such  treatment  is  contrary  to 
Christian  teaching  and  the  Christian 
belief  in  the  worth  of  each  individual  as  a 
child  of  God.  We  must  never  forget  this. 

Appeals  to  South  Africa  to  withdraw 
from  Namibia  and  to  eliminate  its  de¬ 
humanizing  system  of  apartheid  have 
been  made  by  governments  and 
organizations.  (One  of  the  organizations 
at  the  conference  was  the  African 
National  Congress  which  was  founded  by 
black  South  Africans  as  far  back  as  1912 
to  work  for  freedom).  The  United 
Nations  has  repeatedly  urged  sanctions 
to  bring  pressure  for  change.  The  United 
Nations  Resolution  435  guaranteeing  free 
elections  for  Namibia  —  once  accepted 
by  South  Africa  —  has  now  been  rejected. 
TTius,  South  Africa  has  reneged  on  its 
commitment. 

Resolutions  have  been  passed  by 
churches  for  years,  addressing  this 
unjust  system.  The  General  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
adopted  resolutions  on  Southern  Africa  in 
1972,  1976  and  1980.  In  1976  the  General 
Conference  urged  the  United  States  and 
other  governments  to  support  the 
decision  of  the  World  Court  and  the 
United  Nations,  that  mandated  the  South 
African  government  to  withdraw  from 
Namibia.  It  also  urged  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  be  “supportive  of  the  struggles  of 
the  African  churches  involved  in  the 
liberation  movements  in  South  Africa.” 
We  are  concerned  that  United  States’ 
policy  trends  are  moving  to  closer  ties 
with  South  Africa,  which  seems  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  tightening  of  the  stranglehold 
of  apartheid  on  the  majority  of  the  people 
in  South  Africa  and  the  continued 
colonization  of  Namibians. 

In  this  context  the  Conference  in 
Solidarity  with  the  Liberation  Struggles 
of  the  Peoples  of  Southern  Africa  was 
held  Oct.  9-11,  1981,  at  Riverside  Church 


and  Columbia  University  in  New  York 
City.  Sessions  were  also  held  at  Union 
Seminary  and  the  City  University  of  New 
York.  Many  organizations  and  individ¬ 
uals  representing  labor,  church,  enter¬ 
tainments,  sports,  legal,  civil  rights  and 
other  fields  joined  to  seek  ways  to  eradi¬ 
cate  the  human  exploitation  and  bring 
about  recovery  of  human  dignity  for 
millions  of  persons  in  South  Africa. 
Those  who  attended  came  from  varying 
backgrounds  and  ideologies  but  with  a 
common  commitment  to  see  ways  to 
eliminate  the  criminal  system  of  apart- 

Ruth  A.  Daugherty 

Reading,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Mrs.  Daugherty  is 
President  of  the  Women's  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  which  provided  ongoing  staff 
support  for  the  conference  in  question. 

Who  is  responsible  for  the 
‘dastardly  decisions’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Simmer!  Boil!  Steam!  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  done  it 
again!  This  time,  by  giving  $4,000  plus 
“month  to  month”  help  for  the  seemingly 
pro-Marxist  “Conference  in  Solidarity 
with  the  Liberation  Struggles  of  Peoples 
of  South  Africa”  (see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  23). 
How  do  we  explain  this  fiasco  to  our 
people?  Apparently  some  of  those  who 
consented  to  have  their  names  used  for 
support,  sound  reminiscent  of  Hitler’s 
cronies  at  Nuremberg  who  whimpered, 
"I  am  not  responsible.” 

Who  is  responsible?  Who  is  responsible 
for  some  of  the  dastardly  decisions  of  the 
Board  of  the  Global  Ministries?  Where 
does  the  buck  stop?  Sadly,  more  bucks 
will  stop  before  they  get  to  the  offering 
P*ates-  Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 

Thurmont,  Maryland 


Position  Open 

The  United  Methodist  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Commission:  Asso¬ 
ciate  General  Secretary.  Applications  dead¬ 
line,  January  20,  1982.  Key  person  in  col¬ 
legial  staff  for  advocacy  of  Christian  unity 
and  particularly  interreligious  relationships; 
education  and  enabling  of  United  Methodist 
constituency.  Seasoned  ecumenical  experi¬ 
ence  and  intimate  knowledge  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism  required.  Affirmative  action  and  equal 
opportunity  employer.  Salary  negotiable  re 
experience  and  qualifications.  Write:  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Dr.  Robert  W,  Huston,  12 
Mohegan  Place,  Huntington  Station,  NY  11746. 


Dr.  Vernon 
cate,  “News  of  the  Southwest”  (a  supple¬ 
ment  to  the  national  Christian  Advocate 
of  Chicago),  Texas  Christian  Advocate, 
and  The  Texas  Methodist.  Perhaps  it  is 
timely  that,  at  this  juncture,  Bridwell 
Library  at  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  has  put  on  microfilm  almost  all 
extant  copies  of  this  paper  from  1850  to 
1917,  thus  making  it  available  to  histor¬ 
ians  and  genealogists  for  research. 

This  paper  has  had  its  ups  and  downs 
across  the  years.  It  barely  survived  its 
earliest  years.  The  two  publishers  car¬ 
ried  the  Advocates  in  sacks  on  their 
backs  to  the  post  office  rather  than  pay  a 
drayman  a  dollar  or  two  to  haul  them.  In 
1874  it  had  only  500  subscribers.  Every 
few  years  it  had  a  financial  crisis.  In  1916 
a  commentator  wrote  that  many  had 
“prayed  for  it,  secured  subscriptions  for 
it,  written  for  it,  and  yet  it  exists  but  fails 
to  prosper  .  .  .  Conferences  will  advise  to 
kill  it  and  put  it  out  of  its  misery.” 

A  half-century  ago,  one  writer 
declared  it  carried  “the  worst  religious 
poetry  ever  printed  by  any  publication.” 

Across  the  years  tnere  have  been 
excellent  editors  as  well  as  some  poor 
ones  and  some  fair  ones.  Perhaps  the 
best  known  was  Dr.  George  C.  Rankin,  a 
militant  prohibitionist  who  was  to 
become  the  most  outstanding  enemy  of 
liquor  and  corruption  ever  known  in  the 
state  of  Texas.  By  1880  the  paper  had 
6,000  subscribers;  it  reached  10,500  by 
1884,  and  18,000  by  1887  —  all  before  Dr. 
Rankin’s  tenure.  Circulation  did  not  rise 
markedly  under  Dr.  Rankin,  but  the 
paper’s  influence  was  perhaps  higher 
than  before  or  since. 

One  of  the  chief  factors  in  this  success 
was  the  dedicated  support  of  Louis  W. 
Blaylock,  a  layman-printer-publisher 
who  devoted  his  life  and  means  to  the 
paper  for  over  half  a  century.  Operator 
of  a  “Pony  Express”  from  Brenham  to 
Austin  during  the  Civil  War,  a  friend  and 
protege  of  Sam  Houston,  the  builder  of 
Dallas’  first  skyscraper,  mayor  of 
Dallas  for  a  term,  and  churchman  extra¬ 
ordinary  all  his  life,  Mr.  Blaylock  pub¬ 
lished  the  paper  and  gave  it  stability 
from  1874  to  1924.  Without  Louis  W.  Blay¬ 
lock,  there  probably  would  be  no  United 
Methodist  Reporter  today. 

In  1941,  this  writer  supplied  an  article 
to  The  Southwestern  Advocate  (entitled 
“Looking  Ahead  With  the  Advocate”)  in 
which  I  said:  The  Southwestern  Advocate 
obviously  has  come  to  a  crisis  as  to  its 
future  .  .  .  The  Church  will  support  a 
paper  which  supports  its  activities  and 
enterprises  .  .  .  Texas  Methodism  must 
pay  for  an  effective  paper  if  it  wants  one. 
But  it  can  have  one.”  It  now  seems 
willing  to  support  the  paper. 

All  of  American  United  Methodism  is 
now  enjoying  and  benefitting  from  this 
successor  to  the  Texas  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate  and  Brenham  Advertiser.  So  many 
crises  have  been  overcome  that  one  can 
only  conclude  that  the  hand  of  God  has 
been  guiding  the  enterprise.  And  now, 
with  an  imaginative  and  competent 
editor  and  staff,  the  future  looks  brighter 
than  ever  for  this  United  Methodist 
publication  to  help  “spread  scriptural 
holiness  over  these  lands.” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  the  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Dr.  Vernon  is  a  church  historian,  an 
editor  of  church  school  publications  for 
many  years,  and  a  retired  member  of  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference,  who 
resides  in  Nashville. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  500  member- 
families  of  the  Beechmont  UMC  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky  (Louisville 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Louisville,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  UMR  (The 
United  Methodist  Reporter). 


CLASSIFIED 


NEEDED :  A  COMMITTED,  enthusiastic  Minister  of 
Music  for  growing  United  Methodist  Church  (700+ 
membership)  Send  resume,  picture  and  salary 
requirements  to  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 
3405  Peerless  Rd.,  Cleveland,  TN  37311. 


TWO  POSITIONS  OPEN:  Associate  Directors 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  »1  Area  of 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth.  »2  Area  of  Youth 
Work  Both  other  responsibilities  Deadline  for 
applications:  Dec.  7.  Duties  begin  Feb.  1.  Open  to  lay 
or  clergy.  For  information/application  forms 
contact  the  Rev.  Judith  Craig,  Ohio  East  Area 
Center,  8800  Cleveland  Ave.  NW,  North  Canton,  Ohio 
44720  or  phone  (216)  499-3972. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  wants  job.  Former  music 
teacher.  Seminary  graduate.  Has  experience.  Janell 
Ducrest.  4305Stansel.  Alvin,  TX  77511.  (713)  585-2122. 


WANTED :  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  to  coordinate  and 
direct  programs  for  three  choirs  and  a  Bell  Choir, 
and  be  able  to  function  as  a  Business  Manager  for  a 
church  of  1,600  members  Send  resume  to  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  566,  Ada,  OK  74820. 
Position  available  January  1, 1962. 


A  Supplement  To  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


TV \ 6 Link  to  a  new  life’ 


Determined  to  put  modern  communi¬ 
cations  technology  to  work  for  Jesus 
Christ,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
launched  a  “Link  to  a  New  Life”  —  a  $25 
million  drive  to  finance  a  national 
television  presence  and  ministry. 

During  the  next  three  years,  the 
church  plans  to  raise  enough  money  for 
an  investment  which  will  provide  an 
ongoing  stream  of  income  to  provide  high 
quality  religious  programming. 

An  audience  of  several  thousand 
United  Methodists  got  a  preview  of  the 
kind  of  programming  the  denomination 
has  in  mind  when  the  fund-raising 
campaign  was  launched  Sept.  20  with  a 
one-hour  special  at  the  Grand  Ole 
Opry  House  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  View¬ 
ing  the  telecast  simultaneously  at  other 
locations  across  the  country,  United 
Methodists  were  fired  with  enthusiasm 
as  they  saw  samples  of  programs  includ¬ 
ing  music,  drama,  comedy,  animation 
and  such  traditional  formats  as  preaching 
and  Bible  teaching. 

The  recommendation  that  the 
denomination  expand  its  outreach 
through  television  was  based  on  two 
years  of  study  and  research.  The  findings 
were  bad  news  —  80  million  Americans 
are  unchurched  or  inactive;  by  age  15, 
most  youngsters  have  watched  18,000 
hours  of  television,  compared  to  11,000 
hours  spent  in  school,  and  just  1,200  hours 
in  church  —  if  they  go  at  all.  But  the  good 
news  was  that  the  same  technology 
offers  the  church  the  opportunity  to 
influence  moral  climate  and  take  to 
people  where  they  are  the  gospel  of  faith, 
hope  and  love. 

The  idea  of  a  full-time  television 
ministry  was  broached  in  1978  by  Charles 
Cappleman,  CBS  vice-president  and 
president  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Communication.  Holding  before  them 
the  vision  of  reaching  millions  of 
unchurched  people,  the  commission  wait 
to  work. 

All  avenues  were  explored,  debated 
and  studied  by  three  church  agencies,  a 
broadcast  consulting  firm,  and 
attorneys.  Recommended  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom), 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  and 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  the  proposal  was 
presented  to  General  Conference  in  April 
1980.  After  debate  on  the  floor,  General 
Conference  delegates  voted  approval.  The 
conference  also  specified  that  the  money 
to  finance  the  TV  Presence  and  Ministry 
be  raised  outside  World  Service  and  con¬ 
ference  apportionments. 

Writing  in  The  Interpreter,  the  church’s 


national  program  journal,  Wanda  Car¬ 
michael  pointed  to  the  magical  nature  of 
television  technology  and  said  the  Sept.  20 
kickoff  program  had  made  its  point: 
“that  the  goals  of  Christianity  —  preach¬ 
ing,  teaching  and  reaching  —  can  be 
achieved  in  exciting  new  ways.” 

Appearing  with  hostess  Carol 
Lawrence  on  the  one-hour  show  were 
gospel  singers  Cynthia  Clawson  and  Joe 
Bias,  Bill  Gaither  Trio  soloist  Gary 
McSpadden,  and  the  Harper  Twins  from 
the  Lake  Junaluska  Singers.  The  comedy 
hit  was  Minnie  Pearl,  our  own  United 
Methodist  Sarah  Cannon. 

Rounding  out  the  afternoon  was  the  top 
leadership  of  the  church,  including  Roy 
Nichols,  past  president  of  the  Council  of 


Bishops.  Bishop  Nichols,  whose 
compelling  personality  kept  viewers 
“glued  to  the  set,”  may  be  tapped  for 
future  programs.  He  echoed  the  views  of 
the  church  leaders  when  he  stated  the 
“Link  to  a  New  Life”  program 
“illustrates  the  many  ways  we  can  reach 
more  and  more  people  on  the  planet 
earth  with  the  Christian  message.  If  each 
of  us  will  take  the  information  and 
inspiration  we  have  received  and  the 
charisma  of  that  concern  and  translate 
that  into  the  life  of  others,  we  United 
Methodists  can  raise  the  necessary  $25 
million  to  make  this  dream  come  true 
with  ease.” 

Also  during  the  program,  Charles 
Cappleman  discussed  the  need  for  a 


United  Methodist  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry.  He  told  us  what  we  knew 
and  didn’t  want  to  hear:  the  traditional 
warmth  of  United  Methodism’s  evan¬ 
gelistic  zeal  is  missing. 

“Television  is  a  way  of  reaching 
millions  of  those  people  we  never  see  in 
church,”  he  stressed.  “There’s  a 
ministry  there  that  isn’t  being  met  .  .  . 
It’s  important  that  the  message  we  send 
anytime,  anyplace,  includes  a  loud  and 
clear ‘God  loves  you.’  ” 

For  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
television  appears  to  be  the  best  way  to 
reach  the  largest  number  of  people  in  the 
shortest  time  with  the  ultimate  message 
—  as  Carol  Lawrence  said  in  Nashville, 
“God  loves  you.” 
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unit 


National  TELEVISION  PRESENCE  AND  MINISTRY  of  the  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


SYMBOLS  OF  FAITH  AND  INDUSTRY  —  United  Methodism’s  “Link  to  a  New  Life”  program,  telecast  from  the  Grand  Ole 
Opry  House  in  Nashville  Sept.  20,  gave  both  verbal  and  visual  testimony  to  the  important  relationship  between  the  Cross  and  TV 
satellite  discs.  The  hour-long  program  was  viewed  simultaneously  in  150  locations  across  the  nation,  thanks  to  modern  electronic 
technology,  the  kind  of  technology  the  church  hopes  to  use  to  communicate  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Church  must  use  today’s  media 


Charles  Cappleman 


Charles  Cappleman 

A  vice  president  of  CBS  Television  and 
president  of  the  governing  body  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Throughout  its  history,  the  Christian 
Church  has  been  the  communicator  of  a 
precious  truth:  in  Christ,  God  revealed 
himself,  his  love  for  us  and  his  plan  for 
our  lives. 

Jesus  was  an  excellent  communicator 
and  used  the  contemporary  medium  of 
his  day  —  story-telling.  He  not  only  spoke 
in  the  synagogue,  he  went  to  the  people 
and  spoke  in  language  they  understood. 

John  Wesley  turned  to  preaching  in  the 
fields  and  factories  and  the  world 
became  his  parish.  Similarly,  Otterbein 
and  Albright  went  to  the  people  and 
spoke  to  them  in  language  they  under¬ 
stood. 

The  church  was  among  the  first  to  use 
printing  when  it  became  the  media  of  the 
day. 


As  time  passes,  conditions  change  and 
methods  must  change  to  meet  the  new 
conditions.  Today  the  church  must 
change  again  in  its  method  of  outreach. 
We  are  living  in  a  mass  media  culture 
and  yet  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
not  significantly  using  media  in  its 
outreach,  primarily  because  of  the  high 
cost. 

The  five  percent  portion  of  local  church 
offerings  that  reaches  the  general  church 
level  is  needed  to  fund  the  ongoing 
programs  of  the  church.  There  is  not 
enough  money  left  over  to  spend  on 
television  ministries.  That’s  why  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  National  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry  campaign.  A  major 
portion  of  the  $25  million  goal  will 
be  invested  to  provide  a  steady  stream  of 
income  so  that  the  church  can  start  to  use 
the  media  effectively  for  outreach, 
(Continued  on  page  2,  col.  1) 


|  Question/ Answer  | 

>•  The  following  questions  are  repre-  £ 

S  sentative  of  those  most  often  asked  •: 
>•  in  a  recent  survey  to  all  ministers.  In  :• 
the  surveys  which  have  been  •: 
:£  tabulated  to  date,  a  resounding  87  :• 
percent  favor  a  United  Methodist  £ 
>:  presence  on  national  television.  We 

>  have  asked  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  £ 
general  secretary  of  United  £ 

:•  Methodist  Communications  and  co-  £ 
•:  chairperson  of  the  National  Tele-  £ 

>  vision  Presence  and  Ministry 

£  Steering  Committee,  to  provide  £ 
£  answers  to  the  questions  asked  by  £ 
£  respondents.  v 

i*  •  •  •  c 

£  QUESTION:  My  congregation  is  :• 
v  already  hard-pressed  financially.  In  £ 
light  of  today’s  economic  situation,  £ 
:•  where  will  we  raise  $25  million?  £: 

£  DR.  CHAMBERS:  Every  meaning- 
£  ful  ministry  that  the  church  carries  £ 
£  out  is  supported  in  spite  of  other  £ 
(Continued  on  page  2,  col.  1 )  :• 
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(Continued  from  page  1) 

education  and  internal  communication. 

It  is  premature  at  this  time  to 
determine  whether  the  denomination 
should  purchase  a  television  station,  set 
up  a  trust  to  invest  the  funds,  or  both. 
There  are  several  other  options  for 
providing  the  independent  stream  of 
income  necessary  to  fund  our  television 
ministry.  The  end  goal  of  the  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry  plan 
is,  and  always  has  been,  to  produce  high 
quality  religious  programming  and 
distribute  nationwide  by  existing  and 
future  technologies. 

It  isn’t  very  often  we  have  the 
opportunity  of  being  part  of  something 
that  has  never  been  done  before.  In  this 
campaign  we  have  such  an  opportunity. 
We  hope  you  are  as  excited  as  we  are 
about  the  prospects.  Our  church  needs 
your  participation  and  your  financial 
support. 


YOU  ARE  A  TREASURE  —  As  singer 
Carol  Lawrence  sings  “Things  I  Must 
Tell  the  Children”  during  the  Sept.  20 
program,  United  Methodist  viewers  were 
reminded  that  the  goal  of  the  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry  is  to 
provide  a  variety  of  programs  to  share 
the  message  of  God’s  love  to  persons  of 
all  age  groups. 


Cappleman 


How  you  can  help 
See  page  4-S 


6A  mighty  opportunity  knocking . . . 

Georgians  are  pacesetters 


Networking,  committed  church 
leadership  and  broadly-based  media 
exposure  contributed  to  a  successful 
launch  of  the  Georgia  phase  of  the 
campaign  to  create  a  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

North  and  South  Georgia  are  among 
the  first  annual  conferences  in  the 
denomination  to  launch  their  person-to- 
person  campaign.  Consistent  with  the 
General  Conference  legislation,  no  goals 
or  quotas  are  being  assigned  to  local 


‘ People  are  sold  on  this 
effort  and  all  they  want 
to  know  is  how  we  can 
m  ove  on  it .' 


churches  or  annual  conferences. 

The  Rev.  H.  W.  “Speed”  Scoates, 
director  of  the  campaign  for  the 
Southeastern  region,  working  with  Burt 
Lance,  Calhoun,  Ga.,  banker  and 
chairperson  of  the  Georgia  Development 
Fund  Committee  for  the  campaign, 
called  on  church  and  lay  leaders  and 
district  directors  of  communications  and 
communication  committees  and  staff 
persons  in  both  conference  for 
assistance. 

“Everyone  I’ve  turned  to  for  help  has 
been  unbelievably  cooperative  and 
responsive,”  remarked  Mr.  Scoates  at  a 
recent  meeting  in  Atlanta.  “The  district 
superintendents  couldn’t  be  more 
cooperative.” 

“People  are  sold  on  this  effort  and  all 
they  want  to  know  is  how  we  can  move  on 
it,”  he  added. 

Getting  the  word  out  to  Georgia  United 
Methodists  has  been  built  on  what  Mr. 
Scoates  calls  “an  experimental  model,” 
one  which  he  hopes  to  promote  in  other 
conferences  in  the  jurisdiction.  A  30- 
minute  videotape  edition  of  the  Sept.  20 
“Link  to  a  New  Life”  program  was  sent 
with  a  special  Georgia  edition  to  district 
directors  of  communications  throughout 
the  state.  The  Georgia  videotape  edition 
features  musical  and  informational 
sections  and  comments  by  Bishop  Joel 
McDavid,  Mr.  Lance  and  Mr.  Scoates.  It 
was  produced  by  Good  News  Television, 
a  ministry  of  the  Macon  District  of  the 
South  Georgia  Conference,  and  the 


Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Television 
Network. 

The  leadership  team  asked  the  district 
directors  of  communications  and  other 
key  communications  personnel  in  the 
state  to  place  toe  program  on  cable 
systems  in  their  areas  and  to  alert  their 
area  pastors  about  programs,  times  and 
dates.  The  district  directors  were  also 
asked  to  distribute  the  videotapes  to 
church  gatherings  around  their  districts. 

More  than  40  cable  outlets  in  the  state 
are  expected  to  air  the  videotape 
programs  over  toe  next  several  weeks. 

In  Atlanta,  toe  Rev.  Dean  Milford, 
chairperson  of  the  North  Georgia 
Conference  Committee  on 
Communications,  arranged  for  an  early 
November  airing  of  both  videotape 
programs  on  three  cable  systems  which 
cover  a  large  portion  of  toe  metropolitan 
Atlanta  area.  Later  in  the  month  Bishop 
McDavid  promoted  the  campaign  when 
he  appeared  as  a  guest  on  the 
“Newsmaker  Show,”  a  public  forum 
program  of  WSIA-TV,  a  network 
affiliate. 

Other  media  efforts  included  news 
stories  circulated  by  the  Wesleyan 
Christian  Advocate  and  those  circulated 
by  Georgia  United  Methodist 
Communications  to  state  dailies  and 
weeklies.  These  stories  resulted  in 
coverage  by  the  Atlanta  Journal- 


‘fFc  realize  that  there  are 
other  vital  campaigns 
being  conducted  by  the 
church  and  don't  want 
to  interfere  but  we  think 
this  is  an  idea  whose 
time  has  come.' 


Constitution  and  15  Georgia  weeklies  and 
dailies  with  a  total  circulation  of  450,000. 

Key  lay  persons  across  both 
conferences  have  been  tapped  to  direct 
the  campaign  efforts  in  their 
communities.  According  to  Mr.  Scoates, 
many  parts  of  toe  state  have  organized, 
identified  their  area  leaders,  trained 
their  visitation  teams,  and  are  in  toe 


process  of  contacting  prospects  for 
contributions. 

Mr.  Scoates  and  Mr.  Lance  said  they 
hope  that  United  Methodists  in  Georgia 
can  raise  a  pacesetting  amount  which 
will  boost  the  national  campaign  toward 
its  $25  million  goal.  Mr.  Lance  said, 
“I  am  sure  that  the  amount  we  raise 
will  be  in  keeping  with  the  generosity 
and  concern  of  Georgians.”  Georgia  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  fastest-growing 
United  Methodist  areas  of  the  nation. 

“We  realize  that  there  are  other  vital 
campaigns  being  conducted  by  the 
church  and  don’t  want  to  interfere,”  Mr. 
Lance  said  to  a  group  of  Georgians 
viewing  the  Sept.  20  down-link  program, 


6Our  business  is  to  plant 
the  seeds  of  Ch  ristian  ity 
that  they  may  grow, 
change  lives ,  and  change 
the  culture  as  the  seeds 
flourish  into  faith.' 


“but  we  think  this  is  an  idea  whose  time 
has  come.” 

In  a  special  message  to  Georgia 
campaign  workers,  Bishop  McDavid 
expressed  his  excitement  over  toe 
campaign,  calling  it,  “a  mighty 
opportunity  knocking  at  our  door,”  and 
urged  the  workers  to  raise  funds  for  the 
ministry  before  the  programming 
begins. 

The  bishop  added:  “There  is 
convincing  evidence  of  toe  fact  that 
television  is  a  major  influence  in 
directing  decisions  and  ultimately  toe 
well-being  of  society.  Our  business  is  to 
plant  the  seeds  of  Christianity  that  they 
may  grow,  change  lives,  and  change  the 
culture  as  the  seeds  flourish  into  fruit. 
Television  provides  one  more  excellent 
opportunity  to  preach  Christ  and  to  plant 
seeds  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 


Need  information? 

Call  Infoserv 
1-800-251-8140 


Question/ Answer 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

demands  upon  its  resources.  It  is  re¬ 
liably  estimated  that  one  of  the  inde¬ 
pendent  television  preachers  receives 
$18  million  annuaUy-from-United  Meth¬ 
odists  alone.  Only  $3  from  each  member 
of  the  church  would  enable  us  to  reach 
our  $25  million  goal.  Our  people  have 
the  same  resources.  The  real  question 
is  whether  they  regard  a  television 
ministry  as  an  important  outreach  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

QUESTION:  My  fear  is  that  we  are 
doing  this  just  to  jump  on  the  television 
media  bandwagon.  Are  we? 

DR.  CHAMBERS:  We  are  interested  in 
people,  not  in  bandwagons.  People 
watch  television  —  millions  of  them  — 
in  our  American  homes  where  the  TV 
set  is  on  an  average  of  six  hours  a  day! 
Television  is  one  of  the  most  powerful 
and  pervasive  influences  of  our  time. 
Our  purpose  is  to  reach  people  where 
they  are  through  the  media  that  they 


use.  Today  that  means  using  television 
to  communicate  the  Christian  message. 

QUESTION:  Who  will  control  the 
content  of  the  programming? 

DR.  CHAMBERS:  Content  is  the 
responsibility  of  toe  producing  agency, 
United  Methodist  Communications. 
The  agency  is  governed  by  38  members 
elected  from  all  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  A  theological 
advisory  panel,  including  respected 
theologians  and  church  leaders,  will 
advise  on  program  content  to  assure 
United  Methodist  integrity. 

QUESTION:  Why  can’t  we  have  spot 
ads  like  the  Mormons? 

DR.  CHAMBERS:  We  can  and  will 
have  spot  ads  as  a  part  of  toe  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry.  The 
Mormons  have  been  active  in  broad¬ 
casting  for  many  years  and  presently 
own  and  operate  12  radio  stations  and 
two  television  stations.  Their  long 
involvement  in  media  has  enabled  them 
to  do  many  things  such  as  to  produce 
television  spots  and  to  sponsor  periodic 


hour-long  specials  on  television  stations 
both  in  the  U.S.  and  overseas. 


QUESTION :  How  can  the  church 
rationalize  spending  millions  on 
television  when  the  world  is  full  of 
hungry  people? 

DR.  CHAMBERS:  Many  hungry  people 
of  the  world  have  been  fed  because  tele¬ 
vision  has  informed  people  of  their 
plight.  Graphic  portrayals  of  hungry 
people  on  television  have  motivated 
many  to  give  money  to  relieve  that 
suffering  and  to  work  to  change  the 
systems  that  create  hunger.  We  believe 
there  is  a  legitimate  way  to  use 
television  to  tell  the  story  of  human 
need  in  order  to  motivate  the  viewers  to 
act  to  minister  to  suffering  people  and 
to  oppose  any  injustice  which  causes 
people  to  be  hungry. 


QUESTION :  It’s  hard  to  get  people  to 
give  money  to  a  concept  and  not  to 
bricks  and  mortar.  How  do  you  handle 
this? 

S'mw.wv.v.v.v.v.v 


DR.  CHAMBERS:  Bricks  and  mortar 
are  never  ends  in  themselves.  In  a 
college,  bricks  and  mortar  contribute  to 
the  education  of  youth.  In  a  church, 
they  help  people  to  worship  Almighty 
God.  Giving  to  the  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  is  contribution 
to  the  education  of  youth  just  as  much 
as  is  a  gift  to  a  college.  It  is  an  aid  to  the 
worship  of  God  just  as  tangible  as  sup¬ 
port  of  a  church  building  fund.  Our  goal 
is  to  enable  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  be  on  television  —  to  bear  its  wit¬ 
ness  there,  to  express  its  concerns 
through  the  media,  to  convey  God’s  love 
and  compassion  through  our  most 
powerful  contemporary  communication 
tool.  The  mainline  church  is  strangely 
absent  from  the  TV  screen  while  many 
other  influences  are  given  major  atten¬ 
tion.  Through  a  variety  of  program  for¬ 
mats  —  worship,  music,  drama,  Bible 
studies,  documentaries  —  the  United 
Methodist  Church  can  let  the  Christian 
message  become  visible,  believable  and 
powerful  through  the  television 
medium. 

•»»»»y.%»vv.v.v.v.'.y.y. 
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‘Potential  for  good 
scarcely  realized’ 


‘ The  Waltons’  creator : 

6TV  sets  moral  climate’ 


NASHVILLE  HOSTS  —  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis  of  Nashville  poses  on  the  stage  of  the 
Grand  Ole  Opry  House  with  “The  Harper  Twins,”  two  PR’s  (preacher's  kids)  from 
the  Tennessee  Conference,  who  were  among  entertainers  performing  for  the  Sept.  20 
“Link  to  a  New  Life”  program. 


Earl  Hamner 

Creator  of  the  hit  television  series, 
"The  Waltons” 

Throughout  my  writing  career,  I’ve 
always  tried  to  focus  on  the  real  people, 
the  real  problems  of  living.  It’s  what 
William  Faulkner  used  to  call  “the 
human  heart  in  conflict  with  itself.’’  I 
think  that’s  the  kind  of  drama  that  makes 
for  good  television.  Certainly  the  success 
of  “The  Waltons"  over  these  years 
should  prove  family  drama  can  uplift 
moral  and  religious  values,  strengthen 
the  fabric  of  society,  and  can  get  good 
ratings  as  well. 

It’s  important  that  we  realize  that 
when  you  talk  about  television,  you’re 
talking  about  impact,  impact  on  the  lives 
of  children  as  well  as  adults.  Television 
can  and  does  set  the  moral  climate  for 
our  country.  So  if  the  religious  minded 
people  don’t  learn  to  use  the  media 
effectively,  then  it’s  going  to  be  the  non- 
religious  and  the  anti-religious  who  are 
going  to  form  the  moral  values  for  this 
society. 

The  gathered  church  needs  to  become 
an  influence  in  the  television  industry. 


Earl  Hamner 

And  that  means  working  from  the  inside. 
It's  like  everything  else  in  this  life  —  you 
have  to  get  actively  involved  if  you  want 
to  see  results. 


George  A.  Koehler 

President  of  Gateway  Communica¬ 
tions,  Inc.  and  a  member  of  the  govern¬ 
ing  commission  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


When  commercial  television  emerged 
from  the  experimental  stage  after  World 
War  II,  I  attended  the  birth  in 
Philadelphia.  WFIL-TV  went  on  the  air 
Sept.  13,  1947,  as  the  country’s  13th 
station  broadcasting  to  13,000  sets  in  the 
area.  The  combination  of  numbers 
heralded  nothing  but  good  luck  for  the 
property,  which  is  one  of  the  strongest, 
most  valuable  in  the  country  today. 

When  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  properties 
were  sold,  I  be¬ 
came  the  president 
and  part  owner  of  a 
young  communi¬ 
cations  company 
which  owns  four 
television  stations. 

While  television 
remains  the  most 
potent,  most  effec¬ 
tive  communica¬ 
tions  device  ever  George  A.  Koehler 
developed,  its  potential  for  good  has 
scarcely  been  realized. 

Now  the  delivery  systems  are  changing. 
Free,  over-the-air  television,  supported  by 
advertising,  is  in  a  battle  for  existence. 
Cable  connects  nearly  25  percent  of  the 
homes  in  the  U.S.  and  the  number  of  con¬ 
nections  is  growing.  Delivery  to  each  home 
of  50  to  100  signals  is  reality,  with  two-way 


GRAND  OLE  OPPORTUNITY  —  In  seats  usually  filled  with  country  music  fans.  United  Methodists  watch  with  expectancy  as 
they  see  “Link  to  a  New  Life"  unfold  at  the  Sept.  20  live  telecast  from  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  stage.  Viewers  across  the  nation  were 
invited  to  respond  on  evaluation  cards  provided  at  the  down-link  sites.  “This  should  give  our  people  a  clear  idea  of  the  limitless 
possibilities  of  a  TV  ministry  and  presence,"  one  viewer  wrote.  Others  wrote:  “I  am  persuaded!”,  "This  movement  is  long 
overdue.”  "We  must  move  in  this  direction,”  “Anything  I  can  do.  I'll  try  to  do.”  “It’s  about  time.”  and  "Wow!  Am  I  impressed 
and  proud!” 


cable  communication  operative.  Beyond 
cable,  the  Federal  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion  faces  the  monumental  task  of  pro¬ 
cessing  over  5,000  applicants  for  low 
power  television  stations  across  the  coun¬ 
try.  And  13  firms  have  filed  with  the 
FCC  to  broadcast  via  satellite  direct  to 
homes.  Subscription  television  delivery 
over  the  air  for  a  fee  is  a  commercial 
success. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  an 
opportunity  to  claim  a  major  role  at  the 
beginning  of  the  development  of  these 
new  technologies  and  at  the  same  time  to 
be  a  viable,  effective  force  in  providing 
program  material  for  commercial 
television  stations  as  they  exist  today. 

As  one  who  has  spent  his  working  life  in 
the  media,  I  am  interested  in  helping  to 
see  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
doesn’t  miss  this  opportunity  for  service 
—  not  only  to  telecast  upbeat,  positive 
social  messages,  but  to  use  every  visual 
means  —  new,  old,  and  yet  to  be 
developed  —  to  see  that  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  carried  to  every  comer  of 
America. 


What’s  in  it  for  local  church? 


Besides  allowing  United  Methodist 
Communications  to  produce  new 
programs  for  use  in  local  churches,  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry  will  make 
possible  the  wider  use  of  outstanding 
creative  programs  of  other  producers 
such  as  those  made  by  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Network  in  Macon,  Ga.;  by 
first  Church  in  Shreveport,  La.;  by  the 
Nebraska  Conference;  and  by  our 
seminaries. 

Television  can  also  be  an  effective  way 
to  welcome  people  into  the  life  of  a  local 
congregation. 


Have  a  question? 

Call  Infoserv 

1-800-251-8140 


Peggy  West 

UMCom  staff  executive  for  production 
and  distribution 


For  me,  one  of 
the  most  exciting 
parts  of  the  TV 
Ministry  will  be  the 
production  of  re¬ 
sources  that  can  be 
used  in  the  local 
church.  Such  a  re¬ 
source  might  be  a 
video  program  on 
being  effective 
leaders,  or  one  re¬ 
lating  as  Christians 
to  persons  dealing  Peggy  West 
with  grief.  Or,  it  might  tell  the  story  of  a 
successful,  innovative  ministry 
somewhere  or  provide  a  group  the 
opportunity  to  participate  with  an  on¬ 
screen  scholar  in  doing  Bible  study. 
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UM  programming  possibilities 


A  communications  revolution  is 
sweeping  over  us,  including  television 
with  hundreds  of  channels,  complex 
cable  systems,  pay  TV,  satellite  delivery 
of  signals,  new  networking  systems, 
video  cassettes  and  discs. 

Television  is  now  the  number-one 
teacher  of  values  in  our  society,  its 
messages  reaching  us  many  more  hours 
than  the  message  of  church  and  school. 

Left  only  to  secular  programmers 
intent  on  capturing  the  largest  possible 


convert. 

But  today,  as  United  Methodists,  we 
appear  to  have  fallen  far  behind  in  using 
modern-day  technology  to  carry  out  the 
Great  Commission. 

Recently,  air  travel  has  quickened  the 
pace  of  carrying  the  message.  But  the 
mo6t  modern  method  of  communication 
is  television.  With  satellite  relay 
systems,  television  carries  personalized 
messages  instantly  to  people  around  the 
globe. 

But  our  denomination  simply  does  not 
yet  have  a  presence  on  national 
television. 

At  the  1980  General  Conference,  United 
Methodism  took  the  first  decisive  step 
with  a  commitment  to  raise  $25  million  in 
support  of  a  national  television  presence 
and  ministry.  Much  preparation  and 
preliminary  work  has  been  done, 
including  the  preparation  of  an  excellent 


audiences,  TV  all  too  often  becomes  its 
own  form  of  secular  religion  with  its  own 
standard  of  values,  its  own  vision  of 
persons,  its  own  view  of  what  one  must 
do  to  be  saved.  Taken  as  a  whole,  the 
secular  voice  of  TV  does  not  often  raise 
up  to  the  rooftops  the  glory  of  God’s 
world. 

John  Wesley  paid  a  price  in  physical 
hardship  in  taking  his  ministry  to  the 
people  of  his  day.  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  too,  must  pay  a  price  if  it  wants 


television  program,  “Link  to  a  New 
Life.” 

The  final  countdown  is  nearing  zero. 
United  Methodists  all  across  the  countr^ 
are  being  asked  to  support  the  television 
ministry  with  dollars.  You  and  other 
United  Methodists  can  help  by 
contributing  your  end-of-the-year  gift 
now  and  by  volunteering  to  be  a  worker 
in  the  campaign. 

I  believe  that  Jesus  intended  for  us  to 
use  all  the  media  modern  science  makes 
available  to  carry  out  His  Great 
Commission. 

Through  television  we  can  reach  out 
with  His  message  of  personal  and  social 
salvation.  Your  support  is  needed. 

We  must  succeed. 

With  every  good  wish  and  prayer, 
Roy  C.  Nichols 


to  reach  out  through  television  to  where 
the  people  are.  The  1980  General 
Conference  recognized  that  price  when  it 
authorized  the  raising  of  $25  million  to 
make  possible  a  new  “United  Methodist 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry.” 

Our  church  is  a  diverse  church  and  its 
TV  ministry  must  represent  that 
diversity  and  speak  to  many  publics, 
nationally  and  locally,  some  programs 
commercially  sponsored,  some  on  public 
service  time,  some  overtly  religious, 
some  more  subtle. 

What  would  some  of  these  programs 
look  like?  UMCom  already  holds  rights 
to  a  proposed  commercially  sponsored 
two-hour  TV  special  that  celebrates  the 
power  of  love.  It  is  aimed  at  an  audience 
that  is  attracted  by  popular  music  and 
name  entertainers.  Songs  will  celebrate 
many  different  levels  of  love  —  the 
traditional  love  of  dating  courtship  and 
marriage;  the  broader  levels  of 
brotherly  and  sisterly  love;  the  love 
relationship  between  individuals  and 
God. 

A  very  different  approach  is  a  planned 
Children’s  TV  Special  that  illustrates  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  ministry  to 
children  around  the  world  and  asks  the 
general  public  TV  audience  for  financial 
help  in  that  ministry. 

United  Methodist  30-second  TV  spot 
announcements,  on  public  service  or 
paid  time,  can  bring  many  important 
messages  to  the  TV  viewing  public.  A 
campaign  aimed  at  increasing  church 
school  attendance  is  already  in  the 
planning  stage.  A  similar  campaign 
could  be  used  in  building  church 
attendance. 

Other  spot  campaigns  could  use  paid 
air  time  to  forcefully  promote  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  a  community, 
showing  the  church  at  work,  what  it 
stands  for,  its  heritage,  its  biblical 
foundations.  Most  spot  campaigns  will  be 
organized  locally,  with  local  identi¬ 
fication,  using  resources  produced 
nationally. 

United  Methodist  programming  could 
also  include  dramas  or  TV  series.  Some 
might  have  only  occasional  overtly 
religious  content,  with  the  continuing 
emphasis  primarily  on  human  values 
and  the  importance  of  persons  helping 
and  caring  for  other  persons,  while 
others  might  be  boldly  Christian. 

An  Easter  story  in  a  totally  different 
format  is  being  considered.  A  rock 
musical  could  recapture  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  Christ,  taking  the  church 
into  the  lives  of  young  people,  where 
music  of  an  appropriate  beat  and  style 
speaks  more  clearly  than  any  other 
communication  medium. 

Aldersgate  Foundation 

Aldersgate  Foundation  is  simply  the 
name  used  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  receive  funds  for  the  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry. 
Aldersgate  is  the  historic  location  in 
London  where  John  Wesley  had  his 
heartwarming  experience  which 
changed  his  life  and  ministry.  Today 
there  are  life-changing  possibilities  for 
millions  of  people  through  this  new 
ministry. 

Special  memorial  gifts  may  be  made  to 
support  specific  aspects  of  this  ministry. 
Memorial  possibilities  include  such 
television  programs  as  drama,  Bible 
study,  and  sacred  music.  Memorial  gifts 
also  include  technical  and  production 
equipment  such  as  cameras,  lights, 
control  panels  and  satellite  dishes. 

For  additional  information  on 
memorials,  please  write  to:  Memorial 
Information,  United  Methodist 
Television  Fund,  P.O.  Box  25286, 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 


There  are  hundreds  of  possibilities. 
Religious  holidays  and  special 
commemorative  events  provide 
opportunities  to  show  that  traditional 
worship  services  are  powerful 
experiences.  Bible  study  series  can 
celebrate  the  richness  of  the  Word  and 
help  viewers  move  to  deeper  under¬ 
standing  and  belief. 

There  can  be  church  spokesperson 
commentaries  bringing  a  Christian 
perspective  to  events,  Bible  stories  for 
children,  devotionals,  great  church 
music,  personal  stories  of  faith, 
dramatizations  of  the  lives  of  great 
religious  leaders,  documentaries 
showing  a  United  Methodist  Church  with 
a  rich  diversity  of  ethnic  heritages  and 
styles  of  worship. 

Our  vision  is  a  long-range  vision.  It  is 
self-defeating  to  want  to  do  too  much  too 
fast.  The  TV  Presence  and  Ministry  is  a 
ministry  that  must  grow,  carefully,  with 
input  for  decision-making  coming  from 
every  level  of  the  church. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
much  to  say,  a  living  faith  to  reveal  to  the 
world.  And  the  audience  of  millions  is 
there,  when  we  are  willing  to  go  where 
the  people  are. 

Bauman:  ‘God 
uses  television’ 

Edward  W.  Bauman,  pastor  of 
Foundry  United  Methodist  Church, 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  a  member  of 
governing  body  of  UMCom,  is  well  known 
for  his  syndicated  television  ministry.  He 
offered  the  first  college  credit  religious 
course  on  a  commercial  television 
station  and  has  won  two  “Emmys”  from 
the  local  chapter  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Television  Arts  and  Science. 

In  a  book,  God's  Presence  in  My  Life, 
recently  released  by  Abingdon,  Dr. 
Bauman  includes  a  chapter  on  television 
in  which  he  says  that  today,  more  than 
ever,  the  need  is  great  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  are  available  for  us  to  witness  for 
Christ. 

“There  are  many  ways  of  doing  this, 
but  proclamation  and  teaching  are  still 
among  the  most  effective,”  he  writes. 
“Television  offers  unlimited  possibilities 
for  both.  I  have  been  impressed  with  the 
penetrating  power  of  television  and 
astounded  by  the  numbers  of  persons  it 
touches.  Our  program  reaches  into 
homes,  hospitals,  prisons,  military 
installations,  retirement  homes,  and 
many  unexpected  places. 

"We  received  a  letter,  for  example, 
from  a  fire  department  whose  members 
gather  to  watch  the  program  and  com- 
plan  if  a  fire  interrupts  their  viewing.” 

Dr.  Bauman  testifies  to  the  power  of 
television  as  it  precipitates  genuine 
religious  experiences.  After  seeing  his 
program,  “The  Life  and  Teachings  of 
Jesus,”  one  viewer  wrote:  “I  could  never 
find  enough  words  to  tell  you  what  I  feel 
right  now.  The  tears  of  relief  and  release 
gushed  forth  from  my  soul  today  as  you 
talked  about  the  Gospel  of  John  and  I 
realized  that  now  I  know  what  you’re 
talking  about!  God  loves  me!  Even  me! 
And  his  love  is  perfect  and  eternal.  I 
could  go  on  and  on  ...  I  feel  a  com¬ 
pelling  urgency  to  love  others  now  as 
he  loves  me.” 

“Imagine,”  exclaimed  Dr.  Bauman, 
“being  born  again  while  watching  a 
television  program.  Her  letter  and  others 
like  it  have  impressed  me  with  the  way 
God  can  use  television  as  an  instrument 
of  grace.” 

Reprinted  with  permission  of 
Abingdon.  GOD'S  PRESENCE  IN  MY 
LIFE  Copyright  1981  by  Abingdon. 


Please  send  your  end-of-the-year  gift  TODAY! 

□  YES!  I  want  to  help  fulfill  Christ’s  “Great  Commission”  by 
joining  with  other  United  Methodists  across  the  church  in 
launching  our  National  Television  Presence  and  Ministry. 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  gift  of : 

□  $10  □  $25  □  $50  □  $100  □  $500  $ _ 

Please  make  your  check  payable  to  ALDERSGATE 
FOUNDATION  and  mail  it  to : 

United  Methodist  Television  Fund,  P.O.  Box  25286,  Nashville, 
TN  37202. 


Name 


Address 


City  State  Zip 

□  YES!  I  also  want  to  volunteer  to  help  raise  funds  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry. 


A  letter  from  Bishop  Nichols 


When  he  was  President  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols 
addressed  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  with 
a  challenge  to  communicate  the 
Christian  message  through  modern 
media.  He  continues  this  challenge  ...  to 
all  United  Methodists  ...  in  the  following 
letter. 

Dear  United  Methodist; 

Jesus’  last  command  was  so  dramatic 
that  it  soon  became  known  as  the 
Great  Commission  —  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  .  .  .  teach  .  .  .  baptize  .  .  .  make 
disciples. 

In  the  ancient  world,  His  mandate  sent 
caravans  and  sailing  ships  in  all 
directions  —  eventually  carrying 
missionaries  to  every  continent  on  earth. 

St.  Paul’s  epic-making  journeys  to  tell 
the  story  of  God’s  love  as  revealed  in 
Jesus  Christ  changed  the  world.  He  used 
every  available  means  to  convince  and 


Bishop  Nichols 
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Employed  women  claim  shut-out 
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Time  demands  make  leadership 
difficult  task  for  wage  earners 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  United  Methodist 
Women  leaders  invited  60  women  to  a 
consultation  here  early  this  month  to 
suggest  ways  in  which  employed  women 
can  have  full  membership  in  the 
organization,  locally  and  nationally. 

Among  major  problems  faced  by  those 
who  work  outside  the  home  identified 
during  the  Employed  Women’s 
Consultation  were: 

•  Only  employed  women  with  the  kinds 
of  jobs  that  allow  them  to  take  time  off 
can  participate,  especially  in  district, 
conference  or  national  leadership. 

•  “Blue  collar’’  women,  whose 
schedules  as  hourly  employees  are  more 
restrictive,  are  believed  to  be  practically 
non-existent  in  United  Methodist  Women. 

•  Professional  women,  such  as  college 
or  public  school  teachers,  say  they  have 
to  pay  substitutes’  salaries  for  days  they 
take  off  on  UMW  business.  Others  say 
they  take  vacation  time. 

•  Non-employed  members  of 
nominating  committees  tend  to  “speak" 
for  those  who  work  outside  the  home, 
saying  “Oh,  but  she  works”  as  the  reason 
for  not  offering  them  an  officer  job. 
Consultation  participants  said,  however, 
that  employed  women  like  themselves 
not  only  often  want  to  serve,  but  want  the 
chance  to  speak  for  themselves. 

•  Younger  women,  even  those  who 
don’t  work  outside  the  home,  tend  not  to 
join  UMW.  Consultation  participants  — 
both  younger  and  older  women  —  said 
they  often  hear  others  say  that  they  won’t 
be  “old  enough"  to  join  the  group  until 
they  are  past  40  or  50. 

“When  units  (United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  groups  in  local  churches)  think  about 
inclusiveness  they  tend  not  to  think  about 
employed  women.  That’s  part  of  the 
reason  we  recycle  people,”  said  Dorothy 
Goebel  of  Wharton,  N.J.  She  was 
referring  to  the  practice  of  frequently 
using  the  same  people  to  fill  the  various 
leadership  roles  in  the  organization. 

When  employed  women  do  take 
positions,  she  said,  they  tend  to  come 
only  from  positions  that  allow  them  to 
take  time  off  from  work  to  participate. 

She  said  the  effect  is  to  make  United 
Methodist  Women  a  somewhat  “elitist” 
group. 

Ms.  Goebel  was  on  the  committee  of  24 
which  drew  up  the  plan  in  the  early  1970s 
for  bringing  together  the  former 
Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  the  former  Wesleyan  Service  Guild 
to  form  United  Methodist  Women.  The 
new  organization,  mandated  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  was  to  include  all 
women,  regardless  of  employment 
status.  The  Guild  had  been  made  up 
primarily  of  working  women. 

Despite  the  difficulties  of  belonging, 
consultation  participants  voiced  dismay 
that  more  of  their  working  sisters, 
including  many  former  Guild  members, 

Asks  Senate  for  overhaul 


are  not  now  members  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women. 

Participants  in  the  consultation  were 
unanimous,  however,  in  their  belief  that 
belonging  to  United  Methodist  Women 
more  than  makes  up  for  such 
frustrations. 

“We  affirm  United  Methodist  Women 
—  with  the  caution  that  we  want  to  stay 
inclusive,  and  we’re  going  to  make  sure 
we  are  included,"  said  Harriet  D. 
Williams  of  Huey  town,  Ala.,  a  comment 


that  drew  verbal  agreement  from 
several  others  at  the  consultation. 

Recommendations  for  solving  the 
outlined  problems  will  be  reviewed  in 
January  by  the  Women’s  Concerns 
Committee  and  relayed  to  policy  makers 
in  the  spring.  Fall  1982  is  the  next 
scheduled  meeting  for  the  75  national 
United  Methodist  Women  directors  and 
the  earliest  they  could  enact  any 
recommendations. 

The  women  at  the  consultation, 


Californians  get  their  goats  to  Kenya 

SANTA  ROSA.  Calif.  —  Ann  and  Kristen  Chilcote  were  one  of  40  families  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  here  who  responded  to  the  challenge  to  raise  28 
purebred  Nubian  French  Alpine  and  Saanan  goats  for  Heifer  Project 
International. 

The  agency  seeks  to  relieve  world  hunger  by  placing  animals  such  as  goats, 
chickens  and  rabbits  with  Third  World  farmers.  The  goats  raised  by  church 
families  will  provide  milk  and  breeding  stock  in  Kenya. 

Bought  for  an  average  of  $75,  care  of  the  goats  turned  into  a  family  effort 
during  the  past  six  months,  according  to  a  story  in  a  California-Nevada 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter.  Donated  to  the  conference  hunger  Round- 
Up,  they  are  now  being  delivered.  Barbara  shinabargar  photo 


however,  indicated  their  renewed 
determination  to  take  some  of  the 
recommendations  back  to  their  local 
units.  Examples  of  what  they  will  seek 
include  more  night  meetings  and  better 
input  into  the  decision-making  process  at 
the  local  unit  level.  Several  also 
suggested  talking  with  nominating 
committee  members  about  broadening 
the  potential  officer  pool. 

National  UMW  President  Ruth 
Daugherty  told  the  Reporter  in  a  phone 
interview  that  the  consultation  is  a  "first 
step"  toward  helping  all  employed 
women  into  full  membership  and 
leadership  roles. 

She  said  that  workshops  for 
nominating  committees  include  the 
admonition  that  because  a  woman  is 
employed  outside  the  home  is  no  indication 
that  she  could  not  or  would  not  serve. 

“It’s  a  matter  of  time  stewardship,” 
she  added.  “Now  there  is  a  growing 
emphasis  on  meeting  the  needs  of 
working  women.” 

While  figures  are  not  available  on 
exactly  how  many  United  Methodist 
Women  members  are  employed  outside 
the  home,  consultation  participants 
agreed  that  there  are  more  now  than 
when  the  organization  was  authorized  in 
1972  by  the  General  Conference. 

Say  ‘ wait  and  see  ’ 


Dallas  Cowboys  coach 
promotes  Bible  Week 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 

DALLAS  —  “No  greater  source  of 
inspiration  was  ever  written.  The 
Bible.  Read  it  for  yourself.” 

So  says  Dallas  Cowboys’  coach  Tom 
Landry,  one  of  13  persons  serving  as 
honorary  co-chairpersons  for 
National  Bible  Week,  Nov.  22-29.  Mr. 
Landry,  a  member  of  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  one  of 
several  well-known  people  who  have 
made  public  service  announcements 
for  radio  and  television  to  promote  the 
41st  annual  observance  of  National 
Bible  Week,  sponsored  by  the 
Laymen’s  National  Bible  Committee. 

The  week  will  begin  with  the 
observance  of  Bible  Sunday.  The 
theme  of  the  Sunday  event  is  “God’s 
Word  Open  for  All,”  and  church 
members  across  the  country  are 
being  asked  to  give  thanks  for  having 
ready  access  to  Bibles  when  it  is  “in 
short  supply  in  many  countries 
around  the  world,”  said  a  release  by 
the  American  Bible  Society. 

The  ABS  is  one  of  several 
organizations  working  together  in 


Bible  Week  promotion.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  gives  some  $50,000 
annually  to  ABS  to  help  provide 
translations  of  the  Bible  in  more  than 
1,600  languages,  and  distribute 
complete  Bibles  and  Scripture 
portions  in  many  areas  around  the 
world.  Last  year,  the  ABS  helped 
distribute  some  188,000  Bibles  in  the 
U.S.  and  abroad  in  cooperation  with 
the  United  Bible  Societies. 

Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish 
groups  cooperate  with  the  Laymen’s 
National  Bible  Committee  in  the 
implementation  of  Bible  Week.  The 
theme  of  the  event  is  “The  Bible. 
Read  it  for  Yourself.”  Groups  such  as 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  others 
have  scheduled  activities  for  the 
entire  week.  More  than  4,000  material 
packets  were  sent  out  as  early  as 
September  to  provide  organizations 
with  information  and  ideas  and 
materials  for  Bible  Week  activities. 

Other  events  commemorating  the 
celebration  included  an  editorial 
contest  for  journalism  students  and  a 
photo  contest  for  amateur  and 
professional  photographers. 


UMs  cautious  on  new  rights  stance 


‘Good  News’  raps  seminary  action 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WILMORE,  Ky.  -  Good  News 
magazine  in  an  editorial  this  month  has 
called  on  United  Methodism’s  University 
Senate  to  rescind  its  disapproval  of 
six  seminaries  for  the  training  of  UM 
ministerial  candidates. 

The  disapprovals  were  based  on  faulty 
review  methodology,  the  editorial 
claimed.  It  also  revealed  for  the  first 
time  that  there  were  two  categories 
among  the  “approved”  schools  —  for  one 
year  and  for  four  years  —  and  said  this 
was  unfair  to  schools  which  received  less 
than  full  approval. 

Good  News  is  the  magazine  of  the 
unofficial  UM  caucus  called  “Good 
News,  a  Forum  for  Scriptural 
Christianity,”  which  is  based  here.  The 
caucus  receives  strongest  support  from 
United  Methodists  in  states  along  the 
Ohio  River.  Four  of  the  six  seminaries 
knocked  off  the  approved  list  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  last  June  are  in  those  states. 

Good  News  leaders  have  contended 
since  last  summer  that  the  University 
Senate  action  greatly  reduces  seminary 
opportunities  for  “evangelicals”  in  the 
denomination  because,  they  say,  all  six 
disapproved  seminaries  are  theolo¬ 
gically  conservative. 

Of  even  more  concern,  the  editorial 
suggests,  is  the  discovery  that  of  the  37 
approved  seminaries,  17  were  approved 
for  only  one  year  because  of 
inadequacies  noted  by  the  senate. 

That  information  —  which  previously 
had  not  been  made  public  —  was 
confirmed  to  the  Reporter  by  the  UMC’s 


General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

The  17  with  one-year  approval  —  which 
expires  next  spring  —  include  Asbury 
(located  here)  and  Fuller  (Pasadena, 
Calif.)  seminaries.  Each  year,  those  two 
schools  graduate  approximately  10 
percent  of  all  new  United  Methodist 
ministers.  They  also  are  the  favorite 
choices  of  United  Methodists  seeking  a 
“conservative”  theological  education. 

The  Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  board,  said: 
“The  reason  we  didn’t  publicize  that 
there  were  two  categories  of  approved 
schools  was  that  we  didn’t  want  anybody 
to  feel  there  was  anything  negative  about 
them.  We  didn’t  want  unnecessarily  to 
concern  students." 

The  17  seminaries  received  one-year 
approval  “not  because  of  any  serious 
problem  but  because  we  wanted  a  little 
more  information  and  wanted  to  see  that 
progress  was  made  in  a  few  areas  as 
promised  by  seminary  officials.  We  want¬ 
ed  to  encourage  the  process,”  he  said. 

Most  of  the  problems  noted  by  the 
University  Senate  related  to  the  quality 
of  courses  on  United  Methodist  heritage, 
social  principles,  doctrine  and  structure; 
to  the  lack  of  women  and.  minorities  in 
the  student  body  or  faculty;  and  to 
perceived  restrictions  on  academic 
freedom  because  of  statements  of  faith 
which  faculty  members  are  required  to  sign. 

Dr.  Treese,  the  staff  person  who  works 
with  the  University  Senate’s  seminary 
review  commission,  said  the  only  way  he 
could  see  those  seminaries  losing  their 
“approved"  status  next  spring  is  if  they 


have  made  no  progress  in  the  noted  areas 
of  concern. 

The  Good  News  editorial  —  by  the  Rev. 
James  V.  Heidinger  II,  Good  News’ 
executive  secretary  —  calls  on  the 
University  Senate  to  give  "approved" 
status  back  to  the  six  seminaries  and  to 
postpone  the  re-evaluation  of  the  17 
(some  of  which  are  theologically 
“liberal”)  until  it  has  overhauled  its  own 
review  process.  The  main  deficiencies  in 
that  process,  according  to  the  editorial, 
were: 

•  Schools  were  "disapproved”  on  the 
basis  of  “library  research"  with  no  on¬ 
site  visits  and  no  face-to-face  personal 
interviews. 

•  No  attempt  was  made  to  determine 
the  effectiveness  of  graduates  in  the 
ministry.  Annual  conference  boards  of 
ordained  ministries  were  not  consulted. 
The  editorial  quotes  Dr.  Frederick 
Blumer,  chairman  of  the  review 
commission,  as  saying  that  the  status  of 
seminaries  was  not  determined  “on  the 
basis  of  a  theological  point  of  view,  but 
whether  they  are  doing  a  good  job  of 
training  people  to  serve  as  United 
Methodist  clergy.”  However,  the 
editorial  said,  “that  is  the  very  thing  the 
evaluation  was  not  able  to  do  because  of 
the  nature  of  the  process." 

•  The  senate  evaluated  the  seminaries 
and  voted  in  a  meeting  closed  to  the  press 
and  other  outside  observers.  A 
considerable  number  of  outcries  have 
arisen  ever  since  (see  the  Reporter,  July 
3, 17  and  24,  Aug.  28,  and  Sept.  25) . 

Mr.  Heidinger  told  the  Reporter  that 
Good  News  affirms  the  effort  to  improve 
the  training  of  United  Methodist 
ministers. 


/  A. 

Astronaut  Joe  Henry  Engle 


news . . . 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
HOUSTON  —  Mrs.  Mary  Engle 
talked  hurriedly  into  the  telephone  as 
she  finished  packing  her  suitcases. 

“I'm  on  my  way  to  an  appointment 
and  then  off  to  Florida  (Kennedy 
Space  Center),”  she  said  breathless¬ 
ly.  “Joe’s  already  gone  back.  This 
week  it’s  going  to  go." 

Col.  Joe  Henry  Engle,  a  United 
Methodist,  along  with  fellow 
astronaut  Richard  Truly  lifted  off  in 
the  space  shuttle  Columbia  last  week 
after  a  week-long  delay  caused  by  a 
power  malfunction. 

Mrs.  Engle  said,  although  they  were 
disappointed  about  the  delay,  she  felt 
relieved.  “I  woke  up  that  day  and  the 
weather  was  kind  of  —  hmmm  —  you 
know,  and  after  they  found  the  power 
failure  we  were  glad  they  had 


discovered  it  while  they  were  on  the 
ground  rather  than  waiting  until  they 
had  gone  up,”  she  said. 

Col.  Engle,  49,  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Clear  Lake  UMC 
here.  Both  are  lifelong  United 
Methodists  who  met  while  attending 
the  University  of  Kansas  in 
Lawrence.  They’ve  been  married  for 
25  years,  said  Mrs.  Engle,  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women  at 
Clear  Lake  UMC. 

Both  their  daughter,  Laurie,  a 
schoolteacher  and  son,  Jon,  a 
sophomore  at  the  University  of 
Kansas,  were  with  their  mother  at  the 
Kennedy  Space  Center. 

The  Rev.  Buddy  Miller  of  Clear 
Lake  UMC  said  he  and  the 
congregation  will  remain  with  the 
Engle  family  in  spirit. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

Two  United  Methodist  leaders  say  they 
are  taking  a  “wait-and-see”  stance  on 
the  Reagan  Administration’s  announced 
re-emphasis  on  human  rights  and  the 
president’s  nomination  of  Elliott  Abrams 
as  assistant  secretary  for  human  rights. 

Last  month,  President  Reagan  tapped 
Mr.  Abrams,  33,  for  the  office  which  has 
been  vacant  since  the  president’s 
inauguration.  His  first  nominee,  Ernest 
W.  Lefever,  now  a  consultant  for  the 
State  Department,  withdrew  after  a 
number  of  religious  and  human  rights 
advocacy  groups  —  including  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  — 
expressed  vigorous  opposition. 

Mr.  Abrams  has  been  critical  of  the 
Reagan  Administration’s  approach  to 
human  rights  concerns.  However,  there 
is  little  to  indicate  he  is  either  an 
exceptionally  good  or  bad  choice  for  the 
human  rights  post,  according  to  two 
United  Methodists  who  opposed  Mr. 
Lefever’s  nomination.  One  —  Bishop  Roy 
Nichols,  president  of  United 
Methodism’s  world  mission  division  — 
greeted  Mr.  Abram’s  nomination  with 
cautious  optimism.  Bishop  Nichols  also 
signed  a  letter  to  President  Reagan  last 
December  urging  him  to  affirm  the  need 
for  a  human  rights  emphasis. 

Down  link 9 
antennas  put 
UMs  together 

SHREVEPORT,  La  (UMN)  -  United 
Methodist  leaders  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  have  ordered  45 
“down  link”  dish  antennas  to  be  installed 
at  church  sites  across  the  state.  The 
antennas  will  receive  television 
programs  fed  from  an  “up-link"  earth 
station  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  via  the  Satcom  I  satellite. 

“Our  district  superintendents  have 
already  selected  the  location  for  five 
down  link’  antennas  in  each  of  our  nine 
districts,”  said  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Area.  “Also,  we  will  install  a 
‘down  link’  dish  antenna  at  the 
conference  headquarters  building  in 
Baton  Rouge.” 

Speaking  to  175  ministers  at  the 
downtown  Shreveport  church  for  a  two- 
day  television  workshop,  Nov.  2-3,  Bishop 
Shamblin  said  he  expected  the  “down 
link”  antennas  to  be  delivered  in 
January. 

The  bishop  cited  continuing  education 
for  ministers,  training  of  church  school 
teachers  and  promotional  programs  for 
annual  conference  agencies  as  types  of 
programming  he  envisioned  being 
televised  on  the  annual  conference 
satellite  network. 

“Any  series  of  administration 
meetings  that  we  conduct  across  the 
Louisiana  annual  conference  could  be 
done  better  with  this  satellite  system," 
said  the  bishop.  “We  could  have  done  a 
better  job  introducing  the  new  adult 
church  school  literature  or  promoting  the 
Pension  Campaign  had  we  had  this 
medium  of  communication. 

“Instead  of  always  driving  long  miles 
across  the  state  to  a  conference-wide 
meeting,  pastors  will  now  be  able  to 
drive  15-20  miles  to  a  ‘down  link’  site  for  a 
teleconference,”  said  Bishop  Shamblin. 
“And,  we  will  do  a  better  job  of 
communicating." 

The  annual  conference  program  was 
made  possible  with  the  installation  of  the 
large  10-meter  "up  link”  earth  station  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  last  month.  The  local  church, 
the  first  in  the  denomination  with  their 
own  “up-link”  earth  station,  expects  to 
begin  telecasting  to  cable  television 
systems  throughout  the  Western 
Hemisphere  on  Dec.  20,  according  to  the 
Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  church  has  been  broadcasting 
their  Sunday  morning  worship  service  on 
commercial  television  for  25  years, 
producing  children,  youth  and  adult 
church  school  lessons  for  25  of  their 
Sunday  School  classes. 


The  bishop  told  the  Reporter,  “If 
President  Reagan  is  now  serious  about 
human  rights,  I  applaud  the 
Administration’s  new  policy  and  hope 
Mr.  Abrams  will  provide  effective 
international  leadership  in  this  neglected 
area.  But  if  this  is  just  a  subterfuge,  our 
lack  of  leadership  in  the  area  of  human 
rights  will  have  a  very  negative  effect  on 
the  profile  of  the  United  States  around 
the  world.” 

Initially,  the  State  Department  under 
the  Reagan  Administration  drew  sharp 
criticism  for  playing  down  human  rights 
issues  in  foreign  policy  and  for 
suggesting  private  rather  than  public 
pressure  to  deal  with  countries  whose 
leaders  are  negligent  in  the  area  of 
human  rights,  but  friendly  to  the  United 
States.  The  department  also  came  under 
fire  when  Secretary  of  State  Alexander 
Haig  declared  human  rights  would  be 
replaced  by  “opposing  international 
terrorism”  as  the  primary  concern 
because,  as  he  said,  “it  is  the  ultimate 
abuse  of  human  rights.  ” 

Recently,  however,  Mr.  Haig  endorsed 
a  White  House  statement  which  says 
human  rights  is  once  again  the  key 
concern  in  foreign  policy.  "If  a  nation, 
friendly  or  not,  abridges  freedom,  we 
should  acknowledge  it,  stating  that  we 
regret  and  oppose  it,”  the  memorandum 
said.  It  went  on  to  say  that  the  State 
Department  will  be  monitoring  countries 


in  terms  of  the  “progress”  they  make  in 
the  area  of  human  rights. 

Now  that  the  government’s  policy 
has  shifted,  the  Rev.  Guillermo 
Chavez  said  he  is  anxious  to  see  what  the 
changes  really  mean.  “I  am  still 
concerned  that  the  Reagan  admini¬ 
stration  may  be  lenient  with  right- 
wing  governments,"  said  Mr.  Chavez, 
director  of  the  political  and  human  rights 
department  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  which  is 
based  in  Washington. 

“The  key  word  in  Mr.  Haig’s  statement 
is  ‘progress.’  I  think  the  State 
Department  needs  to  clarify  what  that 
means.  A  case  in  point  is  the  sale  of 
arms  to  the  Argentine  government, 
which  was  killing  and  torturing  its 
people.  Just  because  the  number  of 
people  killed  or  tortured  is  slightly 
reduced  at  a  given  time  doesn’t 
necessarily  mean  that  country  has  made 
adequate  ‘progress’  in  the  area  of  human 
rights,"  Mr.  Chavez  said. 

“To  merely  look  at  'progress’  without 
qualification  is  a  very  arbitrary  gauge  to 
measure  strides  a  country  may  be 
making  in  the  area  of  human  rights,”  he 
added. 

The  two  UM  leaders  said  they  want  to 
know  more  about  Mr.  Abrams’  opinions 
before  they  pass  judgment  one  way  or 
another,  and  also  just  what  influence  he 
will  have  in  the  State  Department. 
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African  churchmen  plead  for  shift  in  U.S.  policy 


% 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

Two  prominent  church  leaders  from  southern 
Africa  have  pled  in  recent  weeks  for  American 
Christians  to  help  shape  Reagan  Administration 
policy  as  it  affects  their  region. 

Bishop  Josiah  Kibira  of  Tanzania,  who  heads 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation,  appealed  in 
Washington  last  month  to  congressmen  and 
State  Department  officials  to  demand  that  South 


Veto  of  UJ\.  resolution  seen  backing  military  solution 


Africa  cede  neighboring  Namibia  its  freedom 
“before  they  kill  each  other  ” 

And,  Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho,  the  United 
Methodist  bishop  of  Angola,  which  was  invaded 
by  South  African  troops  in  August  —  ostensibly 
in  pursuit  of  guerrilla  forces  —  branded  as 
"complicity  with  racist  South  Africa”  the  U.S. 
veto  of  a  United  Nations  resolution  condemning 
the  invasion. 

The  bishop  said  Namibia  is  an  African 
problem  and  should  not  be  seen  as  part  of  the 


East-West  conflict.  “Namibia  is  not  living  under 
Soviet  threat,  but  the  threat  of  apartheid.  ” 

Bishop  de  Carvalho  labeled  as  "false”  South 
African  claims  that  the  invasion  was  aimed 
exclusively  at  pursuit  of  the  South-West  Africa 
People’s  Organization  (SWAPO)  because 
victims  and  targets  included  factories,  hospitals, 
bridges,  schools,  women,  children  and  old 
people. 

“SWAPO’s  bases  are  in  Namibia,  not  Angola 
.  .  .  The  purpose  is  to  destabilize  the  government 
of  Angola  and  other  governments  because  they 
have  chosen  the  option  of  a  non-capitalist  society 
and  support  the  patriots  of  the  liberation 
movement.” 

Opted  for  military  solution 

He  said  South  Africa,  encouraged  by  the  U.S. 
veto  at  the  U.N.,  has  opted  for  a  military  solution 
because  it  knows  SWAPO  would  win  a  free 
election.  SWAPO  is  a  black  political  movement 
fighting  a  guerrilla  war  against  South  Africa  for 
the  independence  of  Namibia  (also  known  as 
South-West  Africa) . 

A  brief  sketch  of  Namibia’s  history  helps 
explain  how  this  sparsely  populated  nation  of  1.1 
million  people  bordering  South  Africa,  Angola, 
Zambia  and  Botswana  has  gained  international 
attention. 

The  United  Nations  15  years  ago  revoked  the 
mandate  under  which  South  Africa  had  ruled  the 
area  since  1920.  Ten  years  ago  the  International 


Court  of  Justice  called  South  Africa’s  continued 
control  illegal. 

About  11  percent  of  the  population  is  white, 
with  10  other  ethnically  defined  black  groups 
constituting  the  overwhelming  majority.  “The 
social  structure  with  its  features  of  racial 
segregation  ‘is  offensive  to  90  percent  of  the 
population,’  ”  reported  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor  Oct.  30.  Some  changes  have  been  made, 
but  “apartheid  and  racism  are  still  strong  where 
it  matters”  said  one  black  political  leader. 

Schools  are  still  basically  segregated,  as  are 
health  services.  Blacks  can  live  in  white  areas, 
but  “why  live  in  a  white  area  when  you  have  to 
send  your  kids  across  town  to  school,  ”  one  leader 
told  the  Monitor. 

U.N.  recognized  SWAPO 

In  1976,  the  United  Nations  recognized  SWAPO 
as  the  representative  of  the  Namibian  people. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter  last  week, 
Edward  May,  the  U.S.-based  Africa  expert  for 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation  (over  half  of 
Namibia’s  population  is  Lutheran),  said,  “The 
U.N.  had  to  talk  to  somebody.” 

Mr.  May  said  SWAPO  was  recommended  to 
the  U.N.  by  the  African  National  Council  and 
that  “the  U.N.  usually  takes  the  regional 
recommendation."  Later,  in  1977  or  1978,  the 
Democratic  Turnhalle  Alliance  —  the  most 
powerful  internal  political  group  —  came  into 
being  as  did  other  political  entities. 

In  1978  the  U.N.  adopted  resolution  435  which 


called  for  elections  to  be  held  in  Namibia  and  for 
preparation  of  a  constitution.  South  Africa 
agreed  to  resolution  435  in  1978,  but  in  January 
1981  when  a  pre-implementation  conference  was 
convened  in  Geneva,  South  Africa  objected  that 
the  U.N.  had  shown  prejudice  by  recognizing 
SWAPO,  Mr.  May  reported.  Negotiations  came 
to  a  standstill. 

The  Western  “contact  group”  (the  United 
States,  Canada,  Britain,  West  Germany  and 
France)  is  presenting  new  proposals  for 
independence  to  political  factions  involved. 
Among  the  new  proposals  is  the  guarantee  that 
the  elected  constituent  assembly  would  include 
“fair  representation”  of  different  political 
groups,  that  the  constitution  would  set  up  three 
branches  of  government,  that  rights  consistent 
with  the  U.N.’s  human  rights  declaration  be 
guaranteed  and  that  there  should  be  a  one-man 
one-vote  election,  according  to  a  Monitor  report. 
Not  much  reason  for  hope 

The  proposals  were  warmly  welcomed  by 
Angola’s  Marxist  president  and  cautiously  by 
SWAPO’s  president,  Sam  Nujoma,  the  Monitor  said. 

Mr.  May  said,  “If  the  U.S.  can  bring  it  off,  I 
will  be  the  first  to  applaud.”  But  he  said,  “The 
record  doesn’t  give  anybody  much  reason  to 
have  confidence.” 

Meanwhile,  warfare  continues  for  Namibians, 
he  added,  between  the  occupying  South  African 
troops  and  the  liberation  forces.  “SWAPO  mines 
the  roads  by  night,  and  the  troops  track  down 


who  did  it  by  day.  People  are  caught  in  the 
middle;  there  are  arrests,  beatings,  house  > 
burnings,  imprisonments  and  killings.”  ^ w> 

Mr.  May  told  the  Reporter,  “Everybody  is 
unified  on  wanting  independence  and  wanting  '/ 
South  Africa  out.  They  are  tired  of  warfare.  ”  •  ^ 

Asked  if  any  of  the  Lutheran  groups  or  church  - 
organizations  have  endorsed  SWAPO,  Mr.  May 
said,  “We  try  to  remain  as  non-political  as  we  >-»• 
can.  We  do  not  say  SWAPO  is  the  only  legitimate 
representative  in  Namibia.  We  of  the  church 
couldn’t  say  that.  But  we  do  not  want  to  see 
SWAPO  vilified  unfairly.  We  do  not  believe  it  is  a 
Marxist-terrorist  tool  of  the  Soviet  Union  or  East 
Germany.  It  is  a  liberation  movement  with  a  --kni 
strong  Christian  element  —  as  is  every  other 
liberation  movement  in  Namibia  because  it  is 
basically  a  Christian  nation.  ” 

Mr.  May  said  the  Council  of  Churches  in  '^TJ 
Namibia  represents  fully  75  percent  of  thenar 
church  members  and  that  listening  to  the  council 
is  helpful  in  understanding  Namibian  views. 

Directors  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  who  heard  Bishop  de 
Carvalho  last  month  later  adopted  a  resolution  f*' J 
condemning  South  Africa’s  continued  illegal'10 
occupation  of  Namibia,  South  Africa’s  military 
invasion  of  Angola  and  the  U.S.  veto  in  the  U.N. 
which  “implies  support  of  apartheid  and 
represents  a  tilt  towards  South  Africa .  ”  a  -  ‘ 

The  statement  urges  government  officials  to  iT  i<« 
support  implementation  of  U.N.  plans  for 
supervised  elections  in  Namibia  and  assistance  1  -a 
in  preparing  for  independence,  which  the  U.S. 

State  Department  says  it  already  is  doing. 


6Gay’  minister  given 
Denver  appointment 


By  JOHN  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

BOULDER,  Colo.  —  Bishop  Melvin 
Wheatley  of  United  Methodism’s  Denver 
Area  has  given  a  new  appointment 
to  a  45-year-old  United  Methodist 
minister  here  who  in  August  told  his 
local  church’s  Staff-Parish  Relations 
committee  that  he  is  a  homosexual. 

As  of  Nov.  1  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  is  an 
associate  minister  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in 
Denver,  where  he  will  lead  a  “house 
church”  ministry. 

A  day  earlier  Mr.  Rush  had  ended  5^ 
years  as  minister  of  education  at  First 
UMC  here.  He  had  come  here  from  First 
UMC  in  Colorado  Springs  and,  before 
that,  had  served  at  First  UMC  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

The  local  church  committee  earlier 
voted  5-3  to  recommend  that  Mr.  Rush  be 
removed.  His  reassignment  culminated 
three  months  of  private  and  public 
meetings,  discussions  and  arguments 
about  what  he  should  do. 

Five  models  for  continuing  Mr.  Rush’s 
ministry  had  been  presented  to  the 

By  Reporter  editor 


Boulder  church’s  committee.  Among 
these  were  three  which  would  have 
permitted  him  to  minister  to  the 
“gay /lesbian”  community  and  continue 
being  related  to  First  UMC,  in  Boulder. 

Bishop  Wheatley  termed  Mr.  Rush 
“tremendously  talented  in  music  and 
drama”  and  a  person  who  could  be 
helpful  in  ministry  to  “gays”  and  help 
“bridge  the  gap  between  gays  and  the 
rest  of  the  community.” 

Bishop  Wheatley  was  the  only  bishop 
who  refused  to  sign  the  episcopal 
statement  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
which  redefined  the  denomination’s 
official  position  that  homosexual 
practice  is  “incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.”  That  conference  defeated  — 
as  unnecessary  —  two  proposals  that 
especially  would  have  declared 
homosexuals  ineligible  for  ordination 
or  ministerial  appointment,  but  over¬ 
whelmingly  reaffirmed  the  church’s 
official  stance.  The  denomination’s 
Judicial  Council  has  since  ruled, 
however,  that  each  annual  conference 
has  the  last  word  on  specific  candidates 
for  ordination. 


Newspaper  executive 
changes  announced 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Several  United  Methodist 
Reporter  executive  level  staff  changes 
resulting  from  a  resignation  and  a  retire¬ 
ment  were  announced  here  last  week  by 
the  newspaper's  Editor-General  Man¬ 
ager,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

Kay  Fielder,  head  of  the  Reporter’s 
local  church  editions  department  for  the 
past  10  years,  has  resigned  her  position 
effective  Nov.  30.  She  plans  to  take  a 
leave  of  absence  and  then  return  to  work 
in  January  in  a  position  of  reduced 
responsibility  which  will  make  continu¬ 
ing  use  of  her  knowledge  and  experience, 
Mr.  Dunnam  said. 

Under  Mrs.  Fielder’s  leadership,  the 
department  has  grown  from  oversight  of 
75  to  over  400  different  local  church  and 
district  pages  each  week. 

John  Lehman,  an 
active  United  Meth- 
odist  layman, 
joined  the  Reporter 
staff  Nov.  2  to  re¬ 
place  Mrs.  Fielder. 

For  the  past  10 
years,  he  has  been 
chief  executive  of 
the  county  mental 
health  agency  in 
Pontiac,  Ill. 

“John  Lehman  comes  to  us  with  an  out¬ 
standing  record  as  a  manager  and  moti¬ 
vator  of  people.  He  is  thoroughly  com¬ 
mitted  to  maintaining  and  enhancing  our 
tradition  of  providing  dependable,  pro¬ 
fessional  service  with  a  personal  touch  to 
local  churches,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 
“And,  as  several  members  of  our  staff 
have  observed  whimsically,  his  back¬ 
ground  in  the  mental  health  field  should 
be  an  asset  as  he  seeks  to  manage  our 
production  of  some  400  local  church  and 
district  editions  each  week. 

“I  have  nothing  but  appreciation  for 
Kay  Fielder  and  all  that  she  has  contri¬ 
buted  as  head  of  our  local  church  editions 
department  over  the  past  decade,”  Mr. 
Dunnam  added.  “And  I  have  only  admir¬ 
ation  for  the  manner  in  which  she  has 
dealt  with  personal  tragedy  and  adver¬ 
sity  during  the  past  two  years.  While  I 
regret  her  need  to  relinquish  her 
position,  I  affirm  her  decision  to  do  so.  I 
am  delighted  she  will  be  able  to  continue 
working  with  us  as  we  reshape  our  local 
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Student  loan  outlook 
has  some  bright  spots 
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Sachi  Kajiwara,  a  Women’s  Division  staff  member  in  Evanston,  III.,  admires  the 
Empress’  Wine  Cup.  Sachi’s  mother  was  a  graduate  of  the  Hiroshima  Girls’  School  in 
Japan.  linda  elmiger  photo 

Priceless  cup  continues 
to  symbolize  6 thank  you  ’ 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 


church  editions’  team  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  John  Lehman.  ” 

A  recent  retirement  marked  another 
transition,  and  was  the  occasion  for  the 
Reporter  —  which  is  mailed  nationwide 
to  some  530,000  subscribers  each  week  — 
to  assume  ownership  and  management 
of  the  mailing  department. 

The  terms  of  the  sale  of  Bell  Mailing 
Service  to  the  Reporter  were  agreed 
upon  two  years  ago  in  anticipation  of  the 
retirement  of  D.  T.  Bell,  the  owner. 
Earlier  this  year  he  notified  the  Reporter 
that  he  intended  to  exercise  his  option  to 
sell  his  mailing  operation  on  Sept.  30.  Mr. 
Bell  was  looked  upon  as  "one  of  the 
family”  even  though  his  business  re¬ 
mained  independently  owned  while 
serving  as  the  Reporter’s  mailer  for  the 
past  16  years. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  retirement,  Mr. 
Bell  said  “I  thank  the  Lord  for  using  a 
man  of  no  education  for  His  work.  I  can’t 
thank  Him  enough.  ” 

“The  acquisition  of  the  mailing  service 
means  we  now  control  all  phases  of  our 
production  operation  except  postal  deliv¬ 
ery  —  and  there  are  times  we  wish  we 
had  a  crack  at  that,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 
Included  in  the  Reporter’s  operations  are 
composition,  printing  and  mailing,  in 
addition  to  the  editorial  services  pro¬ 
vided  local  churches  and  43  annual  con¬ 
ferences  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Also,  added  since  March  this  year  are 
27  local  church  editions  of  the  new 
National  Christian  Reporter  —  an  inter¬ 
denominational  extension  of  the  Repor¬ 
ter’s  ministry  —  and  production  of  a 
number  of  monthly  denominational 
publications. 

Former  Production  Manager,  Bill 
Sybert,  was  assigned  to  head  the  Repor¬ 
ter’s  newly-created  mailing  department, 
just  as  he  headed  the  composition  and 
printing  departments  when  they  were 
developed.  Mr.  Sybert’s  assumption  erf 
his  new  position  was  delayed,  however, 
when  he  was  hospitalized  and  underwent 
successful  open-heart  surgery  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  Cecil  Copeland,  the  Reporter’s  data 
processing  manager,  “stepped  in  on 
short  notice  to  manage  the  mailing  oper¬ 
ation  and  is  giving  outstanding  leader¬ 
ship  on  an  interim  basis  during  Bill 
Sybert’s  convalescence,”  Mr.  Dunnam 
said. 

George  Wilhelm,  the  Reporter’s 
printing  department  manager  since  1975, 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Produc¬ 
tion  Manager,  with  general  oversight 
responsibilities  for  printing,  composition 
and  conference  journal  production  at  the 
time  of  Mr.  Sybert’s  re-assignment  in 
July  to  prepare  for  acquisition  of  the 
mailing  operation. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  Dowager  Empress 
Takako  wanted  to  say  “thank  you”  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  mis¬ 
sionary  for  what  she  had  done  to  educate 
the  women  of  Japan. 

That  was  more  than  60  years  ago  when 
the  mother  of  Japan’s  emperor  decided 
to  give  no  less  to  Nannie  Gaines  than  her 
own  royal  wine  cup.  The  red  lacquered, 
shallow  dish  is  embossed  in  gold  with  her 
personal  seal. 

Ms.  Gaines  had  established  the  Hiro¬ 
shima  Girls’  School,  now  a  women’s 
college,  as  one  of  the  first  young  women 
missionaries  sent  by  the  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  1887. 

The  fragile  cup,  carried  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society’s  successor  —  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  —  in 
its  own  special  case,  was  presented  by  Dr. 
Donald  J.  Welch,  president  of  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville. 

The  cup  came  to  Scarritt  from  another 
U.S.  missionary  to  Japan,  Nannie 
Hereford,  who  was  not  a  United  Method¬ 
ist.  Dr.  Welch  said  she  believed  it  was 
important  that  the  school  founded  to 
train  Methodist  missionaries  have  the 
cup  of  which  Ms.  Gaines  was  said  to  be 
quite  proud. 

“The  story  told  about  it  is  that  the  cup 
was  buried  at  Hiroshima  during  World 
War  II.  Therefore,  it  has  been  our 
assumption  that  it  was  there  during  the 
dropping  of  the  atomic  bomb,”  he  said. 

Periodicals:  one 
new,  one  troubled 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  United  Methodists 
will  soon  be  looking  at  a  new  periodical 
and  being  asked  to  take  a  hard  look  at  a 
periodical  that's  been  around  for  a  while. 

The  new  publication,  approved  Oct.  31 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  at 
its  annual  meeting  here,  is  titled 
“Pockets.”  It  will  be  published  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  is 
described  as  a  devotional  periodical  and 
resource  for  children  ages  6-12. 

“Pockets”  will  be  published  11  times  a 
year.  Charter  price  is  $8  a  year. 

The  general  council  also  approved  a 
readership  study  for  “The  Interpreter” 
magazine,  program  journal  for  the 
denomination.  The  request  for  that  study 
came  from  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  the  magazine’s  parent 
agency. 

The  study  is  expected  to  try  to 
ascertain  what  the  local  church  wants  in 
a  general-purpose  program  journal, 
what  information  and  resources  local 
churches  want  from  the  general 
agencies,  and  what  format  might  be  best 
for  achieving  those  items. 

An  outside  consultant  may  be  hired  to 
conduct  the  study  and  to  tabulate  and 
help  interpret  the  responses.  The  general 
council  approved  no  more  than  $15,000 
for  the  study. 


During  the  presentation,  Dr.  Welch 
*  said  Scarritt  officials  decided  to  give  the 
United  Methodist  Women  a  precious 
object  appropriate  to  the  mission  group 
to  say  "thank  you”  for  their  support  of 
the  college. 

“I  went  to  the  curator  of  our  museum, 
Dr.  Walter  Towner,  and  I  said  I  wanted 
the  one  item  he  would  most  hate  to  part 
with,”  Dr.  Welch  said  of  the  school’s  gift. 
The  87-year-old  curator  chose  the  cup, 
which  Dr.  Welch  described  as  “price- 


The  cup  is  to  be  displayed  permanently 
at  the  New  York  headquarters  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  at  475  Riverside 
side  Drive. 


By  JOHN  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  One  staff  member 
associated  with  United  Methodism’s 
higher  education  scholarship  and  loan 
program  doesn’t  foresee  total  disaster 
from  cutbacks  in  student  aid  by  the 
Reagan  administration. 

The  Rev.  Russell  Corey,  director  on  the 
Division  of  Higher  Education  staff,  lists 
two  reasons  for  his  guarded  optimism : 

1.  There  is  growing  realization,  said 
Mr.  Corey,  that  the  government  may 
have  gone  too  far  in  its  student  aid  cut¬ 
backs.  He  noted  that  the  House  in  early 
October  voted  to  raise  the  ceiling  (max¬ 
imum)  on  government-backed  education 
grants  from  $1,670  to  $1,800  as  part  of  an 
$87.2  billion  appropriations  bill  for  educa¬ 
tion,  health  and  labor  programs. 

2.  All  Congressmen  and  some  senators 
must  run  for  re-election  in  1982  and,  Mr. 
Corey  believes,  many  will  be  sensitive  to 
political  unpopularity  of  cutbacks  in 
general  and  specifically  in  higher  educa¬ 
tion. 

But  Mr.  Corey  doesn’t  pin  all  his  hopes 
for  the  future  of  United  Methodist  schol¬ 
arships  and  loans  on  renewed  govern¬ 
mental  funding.  “We  still  want  to  see 
students’  families  contribute  a  signifi¬ 
cant  portion  of  college  costs,”  he  said. 
“There  is  something  beneficial  in  that 
participation  by  the  family  and  by  the 
student.” 

Mr.  Corey  said  that  applications  for 
ethnic  minority  student  aid  and  for 
grants  from  the  HANA  ( Hispanic-Asian- 
Native  American)  program  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  board  are  growing.  “More 
of  these  students  are  turning  to  the 
church  for  aid.” 

The  key  to  responding  to  this  growth, 
he  said,  is  more  intentional  promotion  of 
the  World  Communion  Day  offering. 


K 
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typically  received  the  first  Sunday  in  • 
October.  From  that  churchwide  offering,  .*  — 
35  percent  goes  to  HANA,  15  percent  to 
Minority  In-Service  Training  programs, 
and  50  percent  to  Crusade  Scholarships 
(the  latter  administered  out  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries ) .  '*■ 

Mr.  Corey  said  that  contributions  to  ’*w-j 
World  Communion  Day  must  rise  or 
average  per-person  awards  will  have  to 
be  cut.  The  number  of  applications  has 
risen  so  much,  he  said,  that  even  a  15 
percent  increase  in  contributions  would  '•'* 
force  a  drop  in  average  award  per-'~I 
student  to  $300  from  an  average  award  of  ' 
$350  two  years  ago.  *o;‘’ 

He  added  that  the  church  is  not  a  prim-  .  ^ 
ary  souce  but  rather  a  tertiary  one  for"  ‘  4 
student  aid.  He  said  that  more  local 
churches  should  support  higher  educa-  ° 
tion  directly. 

The  1982  budget  for  the  General  Board 1 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  of 
which  Mr.  Corey’s  office  is  a  part,  antici- '  r 
pates  $500,000  income  for  minority 
scholarships  and  in-service  training  as' I 
compared  with  $470,000  in  the  1981  budget ~  *0 
and  anticipa-te&$900,000,  the  same  as  in  im 
1981,  from  the  Student  <  Day  Offering  >'.K 
(Nov.  29)  for  United  Methodist  loans  and uto 
scholarships.  The  latter  budget  item  is  25  r>  1 
percent  of  the  $2  million  annual  goal  for  .‘T 
the  Student  Day  Offering  to  be  received 
this  year  for  the  first  time  on  the  first' 
Sunday  in  Advent.  Receipts  by  that.'  ^  I 
offering  have  typically  run  between’  -< 
$400,000  and  $500,000. 

General  Secretary  F.  Thomas  Trotter 
has  called  the  Student  Day  Offering  a 
“moral  claim  on  the  church”  but  he  also 
said  that  money  for  student  loans  and 
scholarships  is  “the  easiest  money  to 
raise  in  the  church.”  He  said  that  the 
board  loans  about  $2  million  a  year  from 
the  United  Methodist  Student  Loan  Fund. 


The  Local  Church 
do-it-yourself 
Communication 
Kit. 

If  you  are  a  pastor,  secretary,  educator  or  have  church 
communication  responsibilities,  you  can  join  other 
volunteer,  part-time  and  full  time  communicators  who 
are  enjoying  the  services  and  savings  of  CRS  Update. 
CRS  Update  believes  in  the  self-sufficiency  of  local 
church  leaders  as  effective  media  communicators  — 
audio-visual,  broadcast,  print.  And  your  CRS  Update 
subscription  will  help  you  attain  that  goal  in  many 
ways,  it’s  hard  to  believe  it  costs  only  $  1 0.00  annually. 
Are  you  interested  in  discovering  how  a  Houston  pas¬ 
tor  “reaches  out”  with  his  special  telephone  ministry? 
How  a  Colorado  churchwoman  found  success  with 
her  unique  "volunteers”  program? 

How  “grassroots  video”  has  impacted  denominational 
church  bureaucracy? 


Or,  you  may  want  to  read  the  latest  communication 
strategies  in  the  NEWS  AND  TRENDS  section  or  thumb 
through  selected  audio-visual  equipment  in  the 
CATALOG  section  or  select  a  new  training  program 
resource  from  a  dozen  communication  manuals  and 
fifteen  different  videocassette  programs. 

It’s  all  in  the  current  issue  of  CRS  Update  —  which 
you  receive  as  a  bonus  when  you  subscribe  by  De¬ 
cember  31,  1981. 

Subscribing  to  CRS  Update  could  be  one  of  the  best 
things  you  ever  do  for  yourself  and  your  church. 


P.  O.  Box  990.  Dallas,  TX  75221 
I  am  a  □  pastor  □  educator 

□  secretary  □  other  local  church  communicator 

Please  send  me  CRS  Update : 

□  $10  one  year  □  $18  two  years  □$ _ gift 
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City/State/  Zip 


Phone 

Free  CRS  Update  reprints  long  as  quantities  remain. 
Check  those  you  desire: 

□  1 6mm  Projector  □  Overhead  Projector  □  Computers 

□  Learning  Centers  Videocassettes  □  Newsletter 
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Moon’s  taxes  linked 


to  religious 

VALLEY  FORGE,  PA  (EP)  -  The 
Oct.  15  announcement  of  the  indictment 
of  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon  for  alleged 
tax  evasion  by  a  federal  grand  jury  in 
Manhattan  has  given  rise  to  charges  of 
religious  persecution  by  the  Reagan 
administration  and  expressions  of  deep 
concern  on  the  part  of  other  religious 
groups  over  the  incursions  of  govern¬ 
ment  into  church  affairs.  The  12-count 
indictment  charges  Mr.  Moon  and  an 
associate,  Takeru  Kamiyama,  with 
conspiracy  to  defraud  the  government  of 
taxes  from  1973  through  1975.  The 
Unification  Church  claims  that  the 
monies  in  question  were  church  funds 
and  were  not  for  Mr.  Moon’s  personal 
use,  according  to  a  release  from  the 
American  Baptist  News  Service. 

On  Oct.  22  in  the  U.S.  District  Court  in 
New  York,  Mr.  Moon  pleaded  not  guilty 
to  the  charges  and  told  a  crowd  of  sup¬ 
porters  afterwards,  “1  would  not  be 
standing  here  today  if  my  skin  were 
white  and  my  religion  were  Presbyter¬ 
ian.  I  am  here  today  only  because  my 
skin  is  yellow  and  my  religion  is  Unifica¬ 
tion  Church.” 

Dr.  Mose  Durst,  president  of  the  Uni¬ 
fication  Church  in  America,  claimed  that 
the  funds  in  question  had  already  been 
described  by  the  Securities  and  Ex¬ 
change  Commission  in  their  previous 
investigation  as  ‘‘a  depository  for  a 
church  fund”  and  that  ‘‘in  holding  this 
money  (Mr.  Moon)  acts  on  behalf  of  our 
Church.  Not  one  penny  was  used  for  Rev. 
Moon’s  personal  purpose.” 


liberty 

Jeremiah  Schnee,  assistant  to  Dr. 
Durst,  described  the  monies  as  ‘‘a  discre¬ 
tionary  account”  not  unlike  the  funds 
handled  by  Cardinal  John  Cody  of  Chi¬ 
cago  which  have  also  recently  attracted 
national  attention  because  of  charges  of 
misuse  of  the  money.  The  Rev.  Charles 
Whelan,  S.J.,  a  law  professor  at  Fordham 
University,  pointed  out  that  bishops  usu¬ 
ally  have  funds  available  to  entertain 
‘‘like  expense  accounts  of  top  corporate 
executives.” 

The  central  question  involved  in  the  ex¬ 
istence  and  handling  of  such  discretion¬ 
ary  accounts  is  one  with  extensive  ramifi¬ 
cations:  the  accountability  of  re¬ 
ligious  institutions  and  the  right  of  the 
government  to  exercise  control  or  power 
over  use  of  funds  by  religious  institutions. 

In  1979,  a  group  of  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tians  established  the  Evangelical  Council 
for  Financial  Accountability  to  forestall 
possible  federal  legislation  relative  to 
financial  accountability  of  religious 
organizations.  This  council  monitors  and 
certifies  the  financial  reports  of 
members,  but  membership  in  the  council 
is  limited  to  groups  having  ‘‘a  clearly 
defined  statement  of  faith,  consistent 
with  the  evangelical  Christian  perspec¬ 
tive.”  The  council  expressly  bars  dis¬ 
cretionary  accounts. 

Referring  to  the  current  charges 
against  Mr.  Moon,  Jeremiah  Gutman, 
counsel  for  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  warned  all  U.S.  religious  groups 
that  “they  are  very  definitely  threat¬ 
ened  by  this  decision.” 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Come,  ye  thankful  people,  come, 

Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home! 

All  is  safely  gathered  in, 

Ere  the  winter  storms  begin; 

God,  our  Maker,  doth  provide 
For  our  wants  to  be  supplied: 

Come  to  God's  own  temple,  come, 

Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  favorite  season  of 
the  year.  Our  urban  society  is  not  so 
aware  of  the  harvest  of  crops  in  the  fall  as 
those  who  live  in  rural  communities. 
Nonetheless,  “Come,  Ye  Thankful 
People,  Come,”  a  hymn  long  associated 
with  this  season,  will  be  sung  in  many 
churches  throughout  the  land. 

Henry  Alford,  the  author  of  these  lines, 
was  an  Anglican  clergyman,  noted 
scholar,  theologian,  poet,  writer,  and 
musician,  with  a  distinguished  career  in 
the  Church  of  England. 

A  little  more  than  a  dozen  years  after 
he  wrote  the  hymn  in  1844,  he  was 
appointed  dean  of  Canterbury  Cathedral, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in 
1871. 

He  lived  a  full  and  productive  life,  yet 
he  thrived  in  the  investment  of  his 


energies  in  many  activities.  One  of  his 
friends  commented  that  at  the  end  of  a 
demanding  day,  Mr.  Alford  would  “stand 
up,  as  at  the  end  of  a  meal,  and  thank 
God  for  what  he  had  received." 


The  opening  stanza  of  the  hymn  is  an 
invitation  to  express  gratitude  from 
thankful  hearts  for  God’s  bounty. 
Stanzas  two  and  three  refer  to  the 
parable  of  the  tares  and  Jesus’ 


explanation  of  the  parable  as  recorded  in 
Matt.  13:24-30,  36^13. 

The  music  we  sing  to  his  hymn  was 
composed  by  George  J.  Elvey  in  1858,  for 
the  words  of  another  hymn. 


Dear  Deborah 

Working  mom  defends  way  of  life 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  working  mother,  and  I'm 
getting  pretty  disgusted  with  the 
criticism  of  working  mothers  I  hear  from 
some  of  the  women  in  our  church.  I  think 
they  criticize  more  because  I  can’t 
attend  their  meetings  than  anything. 

I  take  good  care  of  my  kids,  have  strict 
rules  of  behavior  for  the  hour  they  have 
to  be  home  alone,  I  attend  school 
functions  (which  is  more  than 
most  parents  do),  and  because  I  work, 
my  kids  can  have  some  of  the  extras  that 
make  life  more  pleasant. 

When  I  go  other  places  I  don't  hear 
working  mothers  criticized.  It  is  just 
accepted.  Aren't  Christians  being  old- 
fashioned  and  unrealistic,  not  to  mention 


judgmental,  to  criticize  all  working 
mothers ? 

Well,  it  has  helped  some  to  sound  off. 
Thanks  for  listening. 

A  Mother 

Dear  Mother: 

Yes,  they  are  being  old-fashioned  and 
unrealistic  as  well  as  judgmental  and  1 
can  understand  your  distress.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  it  was  axiomatic  only  a 
generation  ago  that  working  mothers 
neglected  their  family  duties  and  it  was 
considered  most  undesirable.  In  many 
communities  now  the  majority  of  women 
work  at  jobs  outside  the  home  as  well  as 
raise  families  and  keep  up  a  house.  Those 
who  do  all  this  successfully  ought  to  be 
lauded  for  unusual  achievement.  The 
programs  for  women  in  the  church  have 


not  always  kept  up  with  this  changing 
status  of  women,  but  this  is  rapidly  being 
remedied. 

Increasingly,  women  are  taking  part  in 
the  program  of  the  church  in  many  areas 
rather  than  just  in  women’s  special 
groups,  and  we  ought  all  to  be  grateful 
that  this  is  happening.  The  whole  church 
will  be  greatly  enriched  when  women 
contribute  equally  in  all  aspects  of  the 
church  life.  As  this  occurs  women  will  be  ", 
less  inclined  to  criticize  each  other  j 
because  they  do  or  do  not  participate  in  a  * 
particular  way. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal  • 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and  • 
life.  Write:  "Dear  Deborah,”  P.  O.  Box  * 
221076.  Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 
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Irish  church  leader 
seeks  different  image 


England’s  top  choir  boys  leap-frog  for  joy 

LONDON— Andrew  Hopkins,  12,  jumps  over  David  Morris,  11,  in  London  after 
being  named  England's  number  one  choir  boy.  As  his  personal  prize,  Andrew  will 
receive  a  color  television  set  and  an  award  of  more  than  $1,800  for  his  church,  St. 
Philip’s  of  Norbury.  David,  who  was  runner-up  in  the  contest,  won  almost  $500  for 
Sacred  Heart  of  Middlesborough— his  home  parish.  religious  news  service  photo 


President  termed  ‘positive’  to  idea 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  —  Americans  need 
access  to  a  different  image  of  Northern 
Ireland  than  they  usually  get  from  their 
news  media,  the  immediate  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Ireland 
said  here  Nov.  3. 

“The  popular  image  is  of  ‘Prots’  and 
Catholics  beating  hell  out  of  each  other,” 
said  the  Rev.  Sydney  Callaghan  in  a 
lecture  at  Loyola  University.  He  called 
instead  for  the  depiction  of  a  different 
image,  “an  authentic  image  of  people 
trying  to  live  together.  ” 

The  Methodist  leader,  now  on  a 
speaking  tour  of  the  United  States, 
declared  there  are  "prophetic  voices 
being  heard  in  Ireland  today,”  and  there 
are  people  who  are  trying  to  live  in  a 
Christian  way,  but  they  don’t  get  atten¬ 
tion  from  the  news  media.  He  character¬ 
ized  the  Rev.  Ian  Paisley,  the  militant 
Protestant  leader,  as  “great  media 
material”  but  not  a  genuine  Christian 
voice. 

Part  of  the  problem  for  residents  of 
"Northern  Ireland,  Dr.  Callaghan  said,  is 
an  identity  crisis  because  "they  do  not 
know  where  they  belong  —  neither  to 
Britain  nor  the  Republic  of  Ireland.” 

He  cited  as  one  example  of  cooperation 
between  Protestants  and  Catholics  the 
fact  that  he  is  the  sole  chaplain  in  a  mill, 
serving  the  entire  work  force  of  all  faiths. 
He  told  also  of  leading  parties  of  Protes¬ 
tant  Christmas  carolers  in  Catholic 
residential  areas  of  Belfast,  and  said  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  in  Ulster  meet  together 
regularly  on  a  first-name  basis. 

"The  things  that  unite  us  in  Ireland  are 
bigger  than  the  things  that  separate  us,” 
Dr.  Callaghan  said,  adding  that  in  the 


Ireland  of  today  there  are  men  and 
women  on  all  sides  committed  to  the 
concept  of  Christian  love. 

The  Methodist  churchman  points  to 
some  indications  for  measured  hope: 
regular  meetings  between  leaders  of  the 
main  Irish  churches;  church-inspired 
reconciliation  groups  like  Corrymeela  in 
the  north  and  Glencree  in  the  south;  and 
“other  examples  of  bridge-building.” 

But,  says  Mr.  Callaghan,  “the  funda¬ 
mental  response  must  still  be  a  confes¬ 
sion  of  failure.” 

He  continues:  “First,  there  must  be 
the  confession  of  failure.  We  have  all  too 
often  so  identified  with  the  different 
socio-religious  cultures  that  we  have 
tended  to  equate  each  with  Christianity. 
We  have  been  taken  over  by  the  culture 
rather  than  being  a  critic  of  it.  We  have 
not  allowed  Christ  to  be  Lord  of  all.” 

Mr.  Callaghan  appeals  to  all  Christians 
to  make  themselves  better  informed 
about  Ireland  and  to  try  and  get  rid  of  the 
“beam  in  their  own  eyes,”  urging  them, 
where  possible,  to  visit  Ireland  and 
always  to  remember  it  in  their  prayers. 

The  ultimate  answer  to  the  Irish  prob¬ 
lem,  he  concludes,  “is  to  be  found  in  a 
radical  application  of  the  Christian  faith 
to  the  whole  of  life,  an  avoidance  of  the 
error  of  compartmentalization,  in  which 
religion  is  put  in  one  compartment  and 
everyday  living  in  another,  and  an  honest 
attempt  to  relate  belief  to  behavior  and 
the  preached  word  to  political  action.” 

His  observations  come  from  first-hand 
knowledge  of  Ulster’s  problems  and 
close  acquaintance  with  people  on  both 
sides  of  the  sectarian  divide. 


National  peace  academy  moves  nearer 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  "Closer 
than  ever  before  to  the  possibility  of 
having  an  institution  devoted  to  peace¬ 
making”  —  that  is  how  Commissioner 
James  H.  Laue  describes  the  current 
status  of  efforts  for  a  national  peace 
academy.  A  recommendation  has  been 
presented  to  the  President  and  “posi¬ 
tively"  received,  and  plans  were  to  intro¬ 
duce  legislation  in  Congress  on  Nov.  16. 

Study  over  —  after  200  years 

Some  200  years  after  George  Washing¬ 
ton  first  proposed  the  need  for  a  peace 
academy,  a  bi-partisan  commission  re¬ 
cently  completed  its  extensive  study  of 
the  need  and  of  alternatives,  and  reported 
to  President  Reagan  on  Oct.  20.  They  in¬ 
dicated  he  took  a  positive  view  of  the  idea. 

Dr.  Laue,  a  United  Methodist  laymem- 
ber  who  is  director  of  the  center  for 
metropolitan  studies  at  theaUniversity  of 
Missouri-St.  Louis,, has,  served  as  vice- 
chairperson  of  the  Commission  on 
Proposals  for  the  National  Academy  of 
Peace  and  Conflict  Resolution.  Although 
out  of  the  country  when  the  report  was 


made,  he  recently  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  he  is  optimistic  that  the 
academy  could  be  authorized  by 
Congress  during  1982. 

He  called  it  important  for  Christians, 
“within  the  biblical  tradition  of  shalom 
and  peace-making  and  the  reconciliation 
focus  of  the  New  Testament,”  to  write 
their  members  of  Congress  for  copies  of 
the  commission  report  so  they  can  be 
well  informed.  He  said  the  findings  show 
“we  now  have  enough  understanding  of 
peace-making  that  we  can  start  to  do 
something;  Christians  can  really  begin 
to  enflesh  the  Word,  not  just  talk  about 
peace.  V 

The  commission,  chaired  by  Sen. 
Spark  Matsunaga  of  Hawaii,  called  for 
the  creation  of  an  academy  funded  by 
both  federal  appropriations  and  private 
donations.  It  would  be  designed  to  serve 
as  a  national  reseqr<?h,  resource  ( and 
training  center  in  the  field  of  conflict 
resolution  and  third-party  mediation 
techniques. 

It  would  not  have  policy-making  nor 
dispute  intervention  authority  and  would 


be  intended  to  complement,  rather  than 
displace  or  compete  with,  other  govern¬ 
mental  or  private  efforts. 

After  months  of  public  hearings,  the 
commission  concluded,  in  the  words  of 
Senator  Matsunaga,  “The  interlocking 
goals  of  international  peace  and  national 
security  require  the  full  exercise  of 
peace-making  knowledge  and  skill  to 
meet  international  conflict  without  the 
cost  of  violence.” 

U.S.  as  peacemaker 

Pointing  to  the  "traditional  role  of  the 
U.S.  as  an  international  peacemaker” 
and  to  the  nation’s  “great  peace-making 
capacity,”  the  commission  said  the 
“inadequate  use  of  peace-related  knowl¬ 


edge  and  expertise  has  been  costly  to 
the  nation  and  the  world.” 

Dr.  Laue  said  the  commission  report 
could  be  a  useful  study  document  on  the 
history  of  American  efforts  for  peace. 
Recalling  that  he  had  been  in  Europe 
when  President  Reagan  made  his  state¬ 
ment  about  the  possibility  of  a  limited 
nuclear  war,  Dr.  Laue  said  the  reaction 
there  was  “overwhelmingly  negative.” 
However,  he  added,  creation  of  the  peace 
academy  “would  be  a  signal  of  peace” 
that  would  be  welcome. 

One  section  of  the  report  gives  details 
from  a  sample  of  crisis  resolution  experi-q 
ences  involving  government,  private  t 
enterprise  and  voluntary  association 
sectors  of  society. 


Explosive  holy  location 
sheltered  commandments 


Decode  this  ‘righteous’ fruit  salad 
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By  JANE  K.  PRIEWE 
j  Each  of  the  120  fruits  of  righteousness  listed  below  is  hidden  within  the  bowl  of 


f{uit  reading  up,  down,  backward,  forward,  or  diagonally. 


able,  active,  affable,  affectionate, 
agreeable,  alert,  alive,  busy,  calm, 
candid,  caring,  cautious,  charitable, 
chaste,  cheerful,  civil,  clean,  clever, 
concerned,  content,  courageous, 
courteous,  cozy,  dear,  decent,  deft, 
devoted,  devout,  dignified,  docile, 
eager,  earnest,  fair,  faithful,  fast, 
fervent,  firm,  forgiving,  free, 
friendly,  generous,  gentle,  genuine, 
glad,  good,  gracious,  happy,  hearty, 
helpful,  honest,  honorable,  hopeful, 
humble,  jolly,  joyful,  just,  keen,  kind, 
logical,  loving,  loyal,  meek,  merry, 
mild,  modest,  moral,  noble,  obedient, 
orderly,  patient,  peaceful,  penitent, 
pious,  placid,  pleasant,  polite,  proper, 
prudent,  pure,  quick,  quiet,  real, 
relaxed,  religious,  renewed, 
respectable,  reverent,  right,  sane, 
secure,  sedate,  sensible,  sober,  solid, 
sound,  spirited,  spry,  stable,  steady, 
strong,  sure,  sympathetic,  tactful, 
tender,  thankful,  thrifty,  tolerant, 
true,  truthful,  trusty,  unselfish, 


upright,  useful,  vigorous,  virtuous, 
warm,  wise,  witty,  worthy,  zealous. 


By  JANINE  BRUCE 
Religious  News  Service 

JERUSALEM  -  It  stands  2,400  feet 
above  sea  level,  occupying  fully  one  sixth 
the  area  of  walled  Jerusalem  and  domi¬ 
nating  the  old  city. 

On  top  of  this  stone  esplanade  sits  the 
Mosque  of  Omar,  with  its  golden  dome, 
and  the  El  Aksa  Mosque,  with  its  slavery 
cupola,  one  of  Islam’s  four  holy  sites, 
built  in  the  6th  century  A.D. 

Below  the  esplanade,  or  mount,  Jews 
huddle,  praying  at  its  support  wall.  This 
used  to  be  called  the  Wailing  Wall  but  is 
now  called  the  Western  Wall.  It  was  the 
western  support  wall  of  King  Solomon’s 
temple  which  was  built  in  960  B.C.  to 
house  the  Ten  Commandments  tablets, 
handed  to  Moses  on  Mount  Sinai.  In  70 
A.D.  the  Romans  destroyed  the  second 
Jewish  Temple  (embellished  by  King 
Herod)  which  stood  where  the  mosques 
are  today. 

The  Temple  Mount  —  as  it  is  called  — 
is  a  metaphor  for  the  Middle  East 
conflict.  Both  Moslems  and  Jews  claim  it 
as  their  holy  site:  The  Jews  because  of 
the  destroyed  temple,  the  Moslems  for  its 
mosques.  Since  the  Six  Day  War,  when 
Israel  captured  the  Temple  Mount  and 
re-united  Jerusalem,  peace  between 
Moslems  and  Jews  has  prevailed  at  this 
site.  But  as  political  tensions  increase, 
the  Temple  Mount  becomes  a  focus  for 
the  conflict.  Lately,  tension  there  has  been 
building. 

"This  is  the  most  sensitive  area  in  the 
world  today,”  said  Haim  Hefetz,  legal 

History  of  Hymns 


advi&er  lo  ihe  Ministry  of  Religious 
Affairs.  “One  day  it  is  going  to  explode.” 

The  situation  has  become  explosive 
recently  because  groups  of  nationalistic 
—  religious  —  Jews  have  insisted  on  the 
right  to  pray  on  the  Temple  Mount, 
Judaism's  holiest  place.  The  Israeli 
government  left  the  mount  in  Moslem 
religious  hands  after  the  1967  war. 
Seeking  to  allay  tension,  the  government 
also  denied  Jews  the  right  to  pray  there. 
But  recently,  large  groups  of  young  Jews 
have  been  testing  the  ban,  forcibly 
entering  the  mount,  attempting  prayer 
and  clashing  with  Moslems  there.  They 
also  filed  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court 
demanding  the  right  to  pray  on  the 
mount. 

“It’s  the  holiest  place  in  Judaism,” 
explained  Wayne  Perlmutter,  23,  a 
member  of  the  Temple  Mount  Faithful, 
one  of  the  groups  organizing  Jewish 
forays  onto  the  mount.  “God  said  his 
presence  would  develop  in  that 
mountain.  Our  two  temples  stood  there. 
It’s  a  matter  of  a  Jew  wanting  to  be  close 
to  his  God.” 

The  issue  is  not  likely  to  be  resolved. 
Recently,  the  government  gave  an  inch, 
allowing  Jews  to  go  to  the  mount  in  small 
study  groups  but  the  government  seems 
adamant  against  Jewish  prayer  there. 

“There  would  be  riots  on  a  tremendous 
scale  if  (Jewish)  prayer  was  permitted,” 
said  Mr.  Hefetz.  ‘There  would  be  an 
international  incident.  It’s  a  question  of 
public  welfare."  But  Mr.  Hefetz  doubted 
the  issue  would  fade.  “No  basic  issue 
ever  dies  a  natural  death,”  he  concluded. 


WASHINGTON  —  Cardinal  Terence  Cooke,  right.  Roman  Catholic  archbishop  of 
New  York,  testifies  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on  the  Constitution 
on  Nov.  5  regarding  a  proposed  constitutional  amendment  that  would  empower  : 
Congress  and  individual  states  to  adopt  laws  regulating  and  banning  abortion. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

States’  rights  anti-abortion 
draws  Catholic  backing 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  National  Conference  of  Cath¬ 
olic  Bishops  came  before  a  Senate  sub¬ 
committee  to  support  a  “states’  rights” 
anti-abortion  amendment  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

Archbishop  John  R.  Roach  of  Minnea¬ 
polis,  president  of  the  NCCB,  and  Car¬ 
dinal  Terence  Cooke  of  New  York  were 
among  religious  leaders  who  presented 
their  views  to  Sen.  Orrin  G.  Hatch’s  Sub¬ 
committee  on  the  Constitution. 

The  Catholic  leaders  told  the  Utah 
Republican,  sponsor  of  the  amendment 
they  favor,  that  they  intend  to  "throw  the 
entire  weight  of  the  Catholic  Church” 
behind  it. 

The  Catholic  Church  always  has 
opposed  abortion  and  supported  legisla¬ 
tive  efforts  to  overturn  the  1973  Roe  v. 
Wade  Supreme  Court  decision  which 
legalized  it.  But  the  prelates’  Senate 
testimony  marked  the  first  time  the 
church  hierarchy  has  endorsed  a  specific 
measure. 

Sen.  Hatch’s  so-called  '  Human  Life 
Federalist”  Amendment  would  allow 
both  Congress  and  the  states  to  enact 
legislation  against  abortion.  The  stricter 
law  would  prevail.  It  is  one  of  several 


possible  anti-abortion  measures  being 
considered  by  the  Senator’s  subcom¬ 
mittee. 

Hard-line  abortion  foes  support  the 
more  sweeping  "paramount”  amend¬ 
ment  sponsored  by  Republicans  Sen.  , 
Jesse  Helms  of  North  Carolina  and  Rep. 
Henry  Hyde  of  Illinois.  It  would  affirm 
that  the  “paramount  right  to  life  is 
vested  in  each  human  being  from  the  , 
moment  of  fertilization,  without  regard 
to  age,  health  or  condition  of  depen¬ 
dency.”  That  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  abortion  murder  in  the  law . 

Asked  why  he  did  not  favor  the  more 
stringent  legislation,  Archbishop  Roach 
said  that  collectively,  the  bishops  had 
decided  that  Sen.  Hatch’s  amendment 
was  both  an  acceptable  remedy  to  the 
“present  situation  of  abortion  on 
demand,”  and  the  more  “politically 
feasible”  option. 

Whether  the  Catholic  Church  speaks 
with  a  united  voice  on  the  abortion  issue 
was  questioned  after  the  hearing  in  a  1 
press  conference  called  by  a  group 
named  Catholics  for  a  Free  Choice,  which 
charged  that  the  bishops  also  favored 
prohibiting  some  birth  control  methods 
which  could  be  banned  by  the  laws. 


English  writer  pens  favorite  hymn  of  thanks 
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Let  Us  Play  Santa 

*7^  Santa  on  his  sleigh,  silver  bells,  and  children" 
f  around  a  brightly  decorated  Christmas  tree  are  alii, 

.  images  that  may  be  found  adorning  the  multitude  of 
^Christmas  cards  that  are  mailed  to  loved  ones  through* 
\  out  the  holiday  season. 

This  year,  MacDonell  is  asking  you  to  let  us  send  your  : 
seasons  greetings.  We  are  in  the  process  of  printing  a 
beautiful  Christmas  card  which  can  be  used  by  donors 
to  express  their  love  for  their  family  and  friends,  and 
at  the  same  time,  provide  a  merrier  Christmas  for  the 
children  at  MacDonell. 

If  you  will  remember  MacDonell  this  Christmas  with 
a  donation  and  a  list  of  your  friends  and  family  who  will 

*  receive  this  card,  we  will  do  the  mailing  for  you.  We  * 
ask,  however,  that  you  remember  the  price  of 
postage  and  make  your  list  with  the  size 
of  your  donation  in  mind.  We  would  be 
^  .  glad  to  take  this  one  chore  off  your  ^ 
hands,  and  your  donation  will 
prove  a  blessing  throughout 
the  new  year. 


Firefighters  battle  to  control  the  blazing  Downs  Hall 


•  uearmr.Duugcs. 

I  In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell  rather 

*  than  needing  them,  I  wish  to  send  this  gift  every : 
j  DWeek 

.  □  Month 

I  DYear 

I  Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help. 

I  NAME: _ _ _ 

1  ADDRESS: _ 

CITY : _ STATE _ _ ZIP : _ _ — 


Returning  from  School  After  school  tutoring  is  provided. 

Remember  The  Church  Year-Round 


Picture  the  early  morning  smell  of  a 
plump  turkey  basting  in  the  oven,  and  the 
sight  of  mother  bustling  around  the 
kitchen  on  Thanksgiving  morning. 

Many  of  us  can  recall  such  a  scene,  but 
there  are  those  who  have  never  experi¬ 
enced  such  happiness.  That  is  why  we 
are  now  asking  you  to  remember  the 
children  of  MacDonell  this  Thanksgiving, 
who,  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  will  be 


4C? 


G.  J.  Bridges,  Executive  Director 


spending  their  holiday  on  campus. 

We  have  many  activities  planned  for 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  this  year 
and  need  your  help  to  make  them 
possible.  We  are  also  requesting  your 
support  for  the  future,  and  have  chosen 
Thanksgiving  as  the  time  for  the  annual 
financial  drive. 

We  are  not  a  recipient  of  any 
conference-wide  appeal,  and  with  the 
President’s  proposed  state  funding 
cutbacks,  we  are  increasingly  dependent 
on  private  support. 

The  future  is  bright  for  MacDonell,  and 
the  governing  board  has  high  hopes  for 
program  expansion.  However,  expenses 
are  high  and  catastrophe  occasionally 
rears  its  head.  On  October  19,  one  of  our 
colonial-style  buildings,  Downs  Hall  — 
constructed  1942,  was  badly  damaged  in 
a  fire.  We  now  have  the  enormous  task  of 
recovering  from  the  great  loss. 

Downs  served  as  the  children’s  activity 
center,  clothing  room,  and  arts  and 
crafts  area.  Everything  was  lost. 

We  are  asking  you  to  remember  the 
children,  and  in  thanksgiving  for  being 
able  to  provide  for  the  services  at 
MacDonell  rather  than  needing  them 


yourselves,  please  give  us  your  heartfelt 
support  in  the  form  of  a  contribution. 
United  Methodists  are  reminded  that 
they  may  follow  church  guidelines  for 
giving. 

MacDonell  provides  many  avenues 
for  contributions.  For  $500,  contributors 
may  leave  a  lasting  memorial  to  a  loved 
one  by  purchasing  a  tree  on  Memorial 
Walk.  A  plaque  is  engraved  and  placed  at 
the  base  of  the  tree  commemorating  the 
gift. 

Donors  may  also  take  part  in  the 
Nicholls- Young  Trust.  For  $1,000  or 
more,  a  plaque  with  the  donor’s  name  is 
placed  in  the  lobby.  MacDonell  receives 
the  interest  from  the  investment. 
Memorial  and  honorarium  gifts  are  also 
appreciated.  For  $100,  you  can  provide  a 
happy  Christmas  holiday  for  one  child, 
and  $50  will  buy  several  plump  turkeys. 
For  more  information  on  means  of 
giving,  contact  MacDonell.  Remember, 
however,  that  donations,  regardless  of 
size,  are  always  welcome. 

We  are  counting  on  you  to  help  us 
continue  in  this  redemptive  ministry 
carried  out  in  your  name  at  MacDonell. 
May  we  all  have  a  happy  Thanksgiving. 


Downs  Hall  burns  October  19, 1981 


G.  J.  Bridges  distributes  presents  at  annual  Christmas  dinner. 


Children  prepare  for  the  Christmas  holidays. 


On-campus  Organized  Recreational  Play 


Halloween  Costume  Party  —  1980 


Memorial  Walk  provides  lasting  beauty. 

i 


Playing  Ball  After  School 


Lir  i« 

G.  J.  Bridges  and  Friend 
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Pension  Crusade 


Fund  Tops  $2  Million 


Over  $2  million  is  in  the  Pension  Crusade  Fund, 
according  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of  Financial 
Affairs,  in  an  announcement  to  the  Conference  Board 
of  Pension. 

The  program  was  initiated  in  1979  to  help  put 
pensions  on  a  sounder  basis. 

Interest  from  the  accumulated  amount  from  pledges 
made  by  churches  and  ministers  is  used  to  help  pay  the 
unfunded  liability. 

The  more  the  local  churches  pay  into  the  Pension 
Crusade  in  the  next  18  months,  the  less  local  churches 
will  pay  on  the  pension  decimal  for  past-liability  for  the 
next  20  years.  This  is  why  it  is  so  important  that 
churches  and  ministers  complete  the  Pension  Crusade 
pledges. 

In  another  announcement  released  by  the  board, 
Chairman  Tracy  Arnold  said  the  board  plans  to 
recommend  to  the  Annual  Conference  the  annuity  rate 
for  retired  ministers  be  $165  in  1983.  This  will  represent 


an  increase  of  $35  per  service  year  over  the  1981  rate. 

The  pension  for  retired  ministers,  under  the  present 
system,  is  calculated  by  multiplying  the  number  of 
service  years  (e.g.,  42  service  years)  by  the  annuity 
rate  (e.g.,  $130).  In  1981,  this  rate  is  $130  per  service 
year;  in  1982,  it  will  be  increased  to  $146,  and,  if  the 
recommendation  prevails,  in  1983,  it  will  be  $165. 

With  the  changes  in  payment  to  the  pension  and 
hospitalization  insurance  programs,  action  of  the 
Annual  Conference  last  June  requires  the  payment  for 
group  insurance  for  retired  ministers  be  withheld  from 
the  total  annuity  rate.  However,  Conference  action 
moved  to  protect  persons  receiving  pensions  with  a 
statement  designed  to  make  certain  no  one  receives 
less  in  the  coming  year  than  they  received  in  the  past. 

In  1983,  the  board  plans  to  recommend  the  amount 
for  group  in  insurance  covering  a  surviving  spouse 
under  65  be  paid  by  the  board,  in  addition  to  the  $165 
per  service  rate.  This  will  also  be  done  for  persons  on 


disability,  and  for  a  surviving  spouse  and  dependent 
child.  In  further  action,  the  board  decided  to  pay  25 
percent  of  the  group  insurance  cost  for  the  retired 
minister  whose  spouse  is  under  65.  These 
recommendations,  of  course,  are  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Annual  Conference,  and  if  adopted,  will 
be  put  into  effect  in  January  of  1983. 

When  Annual  Conference  Report  packets  are  mailed 
after  Thanksgiving,  there  will  be  a  form  to  be  filled  by 
each  pastor  concerning  their  service  years  in  the 
conference.  A  team  from  the  Board  of  Pensions  will  be 
present  at  each  audit,  with  copies  of  each  minister’s 
pension  record.  The  minister  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  examine  the  record  for  possible  errors  and  initiate 
the  process  for  necessary  corrections.  It  will  be 
imperative  that  the  form  concerning  the  pensions 
record  which  is  in  the  packet  be  filled  prior  to  the  audit 
so  that  this  process  can  run  as  smoothly  as  possible  and 
problems  can  be  expedited. 


Children’s  Home  Works 


With  Astounding  Results 


By  BYRL  MORELAND 

(ED.  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  of  a  series 
of  articles  about  the  Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Ruston.  This  institution  is  one  of 
six  owned  and  supported  by  the  Good 
Samaritan  Ministries.  Your  church  will 
be  receiving  that  offering  in  December.) 

In  the  Journal  for  1941,  Rev.  C.  B. 
White  reported  that  the  Orphanage, 
which  was  to  become  the  Methodist 
Children’s^  Home, -had  produced  500. 
gallons  of  syrup  from  the  cane  crop, 
maintained  a  dairy  herd  which 
“continues  to  produce  an  adequate 
supply  of  fine  milk  and  butter,”  and  had 
a  large  hog  farm,  which  produced  winter 
meat. 

The  name  of  the  institution  and  the 
report  point  out  some  of  the  differences 
in  the  society  of  1941  and  the  one  we  live 
in  40  years  later.  There  are  no  “whole 
orphans”  any  more,  at  least,  not  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  word.  But  there  is  a 
more  sophisticated  kind  of  alienation  — 
rejection.  And  although  residents  in  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  may  have 
one  or  even  both  parents  living,  the  end 
result  still  has  not  changed  so  much. 

“I  think  the  most  frustrating  thing,” 
one  of  the  social  workers  at  MCH  said,  “is 
the  parent  who  promises  the  child  they 
can  come  for  a  visit.  But  as  the  time 
draws  nearer,  the  parent  will  find 
excuses  to  put  them  off.  ‘If  you  can  just 
make  it  until  Christmas’.  .  .  or  ‘We  have 
a  lot  to  do  this  summer.  Your 
grandmother  is  sick  and  we  have  to  go  to 
Indiana  to  see  about  her.’  Or  ‘just  finish 
out  the  school  year  and  we  will  see.' 
Honest,”  she  said,  “we  have  one  child 
who  has  been  here  three  years,  and  her 
mother  entered  her  for  only  90  days.” 

There  is  the  child  who  is  in  the  Home 
because  a  parent  made  a  choice  between 
a  boyfriend  and  the  child,  or  because  a 


There  are  six  cottages  on  the  campus  of  MCH,  each  of  them 
an  independent  unit.  Food  is  purchased  in  one  central  place 
and  then  distributed  to  the  various  homes.  Shown  above,  I.  to 
r.,  are  Priscilla  Wafer,  who  works  in  the  Intake  Center, 
Marilyn  Strickland,  Purchasing  Agent,  and  Davis  Morris,  who 
also  works  in  the  Intake  Center.  Not  shown  in  the  picture,  but 
working  furiously  in  the  background,  is  Diane  Madison, 
Supervisor  for  the  Intake  Center. 


A  new  resident  at  the  Intake  Center  is  already  in  class. 
Things  get  packed  away  after  a  while;  but  meantime,  the 
person  and  their  need  is  more  important.  It  is  also  better  for 
teddy  bears  to  sit  on  cardboard  boxes  and  wait  than  for  a  "real 
person”  to  be  left  all  alone.  After  all,  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
being  “alone”  already. 


parent  needed  “more  space  to  live  in,”  or 
because  the  child  simply  was  not  wanted. 
The  three  social  workers  said  that  for 
many  of  the  residents  there  is  a  long-time 
pattern  of  rejection,  being  pushed  away, 
and  not  being  wanted;  and  the  major 
calling  of  these  dedicated  persons  is  to 
help  a  child  sort  through  all  that 
rejection  to  become  the  person  they  are 
and  to  discover  love. 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  can 
handle  60  children  in  the  six  residences 
on  campus.  Each  home  serves  as  an 
independent  unit,  with  professional 
social  workers  and  counselors  who  make 
certain  they  are  in  as  stable  and  lovrng 


an  environment  as  possible. 

Those  who  enter  life  at  MCH  begin  with 
the  Intake  Center.  Here  they  are 
evaluated  and  tested  so  that  those  who 
are  to  work  with  them  can  have  the 
necessary  knowledge  of  their  problem. 
But  there  is  more.  Mr.  Terrel  DeVille, 
Executive  Director,  said  “We  think  that 
one  of  the  keys  to  our  program  is  that  the 
child  is  made  part  of  the  decision 
process.  What  we  actually  do  in  the  two- 
week  period  is  to  help  the  child  adjust  to 
us;  and  then  we  invite  them  to  become 
part  of  it.  If  they  agree  to  do  so,  then  they 
are  part  of  our  community.” 

The  result  is  astonishing.  Kids  who 


were  chronic  misbehavior  problems, 
who  had  run  away  from  home  over  and 
over  and  over;  kids  who  were  heavy  into 
drugs,  alcohol,  or  sex  abuse;  kids  who 
had  been  diagnosed  as  having  "school 
phobia.”  “Once  we  get  them,”  DeVille 
said,  “if  you  didn’t  know  any  better  you’d 
think  they  were  just  norma  1  kids .  ” 

“Just  normal  kids!  ”  Well,  not  really  so 
astonishing!  You  see,  acceptance  of 
another  person,  sharing  your  hurts  with 
them,  believing  that  no  matter  how 
“tarnished”  by  rejection  and  hurt,  a 
person  who  is  made  in  the  Image  of  God 
can  be  changed.  Those  attitudes  do 
accomplish  miracles. 


Conference  Building 


Members  of  the  Building  Committee  viewed  the  progress  at  the  new  Conference  Headquarters  building  at  the  last 
meeting.  From  left,  they  are  Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  Luther  Jordan  (Chairman  of  the  Committee),  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway.  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Dr.  Richard  Hill  and  Dr.  Leon  Netterville. 

In  the  second  picture,  the  full  exposure  of  the  building  can  be  seen  as  of  Nov.  13,  two  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  the 
committee.  The  floors  have  all  been  poured  and  a  majority  of  the  partitions  are  in  place  on  the  first  two  floors,  the  Ground 
Floor  and  the  Main  Floor.  Brick  masons  laid  the  Ground  Floor  Nov.  16.  The  two  structures  atop  the  building  will  be  chim¬ 
neys,  not  to  be  used  in  the  conventional  sense  but  to  introduce  fresh  air  into  the  heating  and  cooling  system  of  the  new 
building. 
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Around  the  Conference 


Raymond  Parsonage 
Consecrated 


Replacing  a  parsonage  dating  back  to  1916,  the  Raymond 
United  Methodist  Church  consecrated  a  new  parsonage  in 
September. 

The  all-electric,  energy  efficient  home  had  a  final  cost  of 
$73,000. 

An  open  house  followed  the  service  with  over  100  people  in 
attendance  at  the  Jennings  church. 

Three  in  attendance  were  Father  John  Poerio,  St.  Lawrence 
Catholic  Church;  the  Rev.  Tom  Logan,  pastor;  and  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District. 

Matheny  Speaks 


At  Hodge  Laity 


Laity  Sunday  for  the  Hodge  United  Methodist  Church 
featured  Thomas  H.  Matheny  delivering  the  morning  message. 

Matheny,  a  Hammond  attorney,  has  been  Conference  Lay 
Leader  since  1966  and  has  also  served  as  President  of  the 
Judicial  Council  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  during  the 
1976-1980  quadrennium. 

Matheny  is  shown  with,  from  left,  Max  Robinson,  the  Rev. 
Doug  Foreman,  Matheny  and  B.  E.  Hathaway  Sr. 


Ruston  Ministers 
Involved  in  Program 


Twenty-five  ministers  in  the  Ruston  District  were  involved  in 
a  guided  study  program  through  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
The  group  met  every  two  weeks  for  six  meetings. 

Dr.  David  Switzer,  professor  at  Perkins,  met  with  the  group 
for  the  seventh  and  final  session. 

Crisis  Counseling  was  the  topic  for  the  course. 
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Idea  of  ‘limited  nuclear  war’ is  not 
justified  by  human  experience 


A  recent  article  in  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor  described  a  shift  in 
focus  that  took  place  among  "strategic 
thinkers”  in  the  late  1970’s.  It  was  a  shift 
away  from  plans  for  "nuclear  ‘deter¬ 
rence’  (war  prevention)”  to  “nuclear 
‘war  fighting’  (what  happens  after  war 
breaks  out).” 

On  the  surface,  this  shift  may  have 
appeared  to  be  so  subtle  as  to  be 
unimportant.  However,  the  implications 
of  this  shift  in  thinking  are  anything  but 
unimportant  as  they  become  the  basis  for 
national  and  international  policy.  At  that 
level,  we  can  now  see  a  conscious 
lessening  of  the  attitude  that  peace¬ 
seeking  efforts  are  essential  if  the  threat 
of  world-wide  nuclear  destruction  is  to  be 
avoided.  In  its  place,  we  see  signs  of  a 
growing  belief  that  a  nuclear  war,  should 
it  break  out,  could  be  “limited”  to  "an 
acceptable  level  of  destruction.” 

As  Christians,  we  are  deeply  troubled 
by  this  shift  in  thinking  in  national  and 
international  discussions,  and  in  the 
consequent  governmental  policy  changes 
which  have  accompanied  it. 

The  policy  of  “nuclear  deterrence” 
could  never  be  mistaken  for  “beating  our 
swords  into  plowshares.”  However, 
even  though  its  cost  was  enormous  and 
its  result  was  a  tenuous  nuclear  standoff, 
this  policy  served  the  intended  purpose  of 
preventing  nuclear  war.  And  until 
recently,  halting,  inadequate  efforts  to 
limit  the  continued  growth  of  nuclear 
arsenals  in  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union  were  taking  place. 

The  shift  to  a  policy  based  on  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  “limited”  or  “controlled” 
nuclear  war  occurring  between  our 
country  and  the  Soviet  Union  represents, 
at  best,  a  radical  gamble  —  with  the 


stakes  being  the  future  of  all  life  on 
planet  Earth.  In  essence,  this  policy 
places  a  degree  of  confidence  in  human 
technology  and  human  judgment  which 
is  justified  by  neither  historical  experi¬ 
ence  nor  a  realistic  assessment  of  human 
nature. 

We  believe  those  who  now  control  the 
military-planning  processes  of  our 
country,  the  Soviet  Union,  and  other 
nations  with  nuclear  capabilities  need  to 
reassess  the  path  down  which  they  are 
leading  us.  If  they  would  spend  some 
time  listening  to  the  fears  of  nuclear  war 
voiced  by  the  mothers  and  fathers  and 
children  in  our  country,  in  western 
Europe,  and  the  Third  World,  and  even  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  we  believe  a  change  of 
attitude  would  be  unavoidable. 

Our  leaders  need  to  recognize  that  the 
ideas  of  “limited  nuclear  war”  and 
"acceptable  degrees  of  nuclear 
destruction”  represent  the  unrealistic 
assumption  of  God-like  wisdom  by 
fallible  human  beings,  and  that  we  can 
continue  to  act  upon  that  assumption 
only  at  our  own  peril,  and  the  peril  of  the 
entire  human  race. 

The  “unilateral  disarmament”  advo¬ 
cated  by  some  persons  would  be,  in 
our  view,  a  form  of  national  suicide.  The 
risks  associated  with  our  governmental 
leaders’  current  all-out  effort  to  establish 
"nuclear  superiority,”  and  their 
willingness  to  think  about  “limited 
nuclear  war,”  appear  almost  as 
dangerous.  As  Christians,  we  have  an 
obligation  to  continue  setting  forth  the 
biblical  vision  of  a  world  which  “studies 
war  no  more.”  Until  that  occurs,  we 
should  advocate  national  attitudes  and 
policies  which  move  in  that  direction 
rather  than  away  from  it. 


New  NCC  president  blends  ‘timeless 
mandates  of  evangelism,  mission’ 


If  the  National  Council  of  Churches  had 
the  powers  ascribed  to  it  by  its  critics  — 
particularly  those  critics  described  by 
the  council’s  new  president  as  “usually 
shouting  from  the  fringes  of  the  Far 
Right”  —  its  recent  “ecumenical  event” 
in  Cleveland  would  have  attracted 
thousands  of  fervent  followers  ( see  UMR, 
Nov.  13). 

Then,  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
gathering,  these  followers  would  have 
marched  on  Washington  and  presented 
something  of  a  Socialist  manifesto  to  the 
government.  And  a  compliant  govern¬ 
ment,  awed  by  the  power  of  these 
ecumenists,  would  have  capitulated. 

That,  of  course,  is  fantasy.  And  many, 
if  not  most,  of  the  harshest  attacks  on  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  during  its 
31-year  life  have  been  based  on  fantasy 

—  or,  at  times,  on  fabrications.  The  NCC 
has  not  been  without  error,  but  it  has 
never  been  either  as  powerful  or  as 
error-prone,  or  as  ungodly,  as  some  of  its 
critics  have  claimed. 

We  have  a  cautious  sense  of  renewed 
hope  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  based  on  its  recent  elections 
which  included  the  installation  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong  as 
president.  Probably  no  Christian  leader 
in  America  epitomizes  the  personal 
journey  of  a  socially-active  evangelical 

—  a  liberal  who  believes  in  religious 
conversion  —  than  does  James 
Armstrong.  And  because  the  NCC  invests 
so  much  of  its  policy-leading  and 
spokesperson  roles  in  its  president,  it  is 
instructive  to  study  the  ecumenical 
body’s  future  as  seen  through  the  words 
of  its  new  president. 

In  his  inaugural  address  to  the 
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Here  I  Stand 

Prayer  is  human  freedom,  but  should  not 
be  subject  for  legislative  empowerment 


By  JACK  D.  HE ACOCK 

Prayer  is  how  a  person  speaks  to  God. 
It  is  the  way  a  faithful  person  shares  the 
deepest  inner  thoughts  and  feelings  with 
God,  and  becomes  transparent  before 
God. 

I  believe  in  prayer.  Families  that 
approach  God  in  prayer  are  families  that 
believe  they  are  accountable  to  God. 
Their  attitudes  toward  one  another,  their 
values  for  daily  living,  their  priorities  for 
moral  and  ethical  choices  are  held  up 
before  God.  By  praying,  they  affirm  their 
belief  that  they  depend  upon  the 
guidance,  care  and  power  that  only  God 
can  offer.  By  praying,  they  affirm  their 
belief  that  they  are  not  the  final  arbiters 
of  their  destiny. 

I  believe  in  prayer.  Churches  that 
approach  God  in  prayer  are  churches 
that  believe  they  are  accountable  to  God. 
Their  corporate  life  is  held  up  before 
God,  and  they  are  transparent  before 
Him.  They  affirm  their  belief  that  God 
alone  offers  the  blessing  of  forgiveness 
and  renewal.  Prayer  is  a  primary  means 
by  which  the  church  experiences  the 
presence  of  God. 

I  believe  in  prayer.  Individuals  who 
approach  God  in  prayer  are  individuals 


who  believe  they  belong  to  God. 
Individuals  can  pray  in  their  automobiles 
on  the  way  to  and  from  work;  they  can 
pray  at  the  office  desk  or  kitchen  sink; 
they  can  pray  in  the  living  room,  family 
room,  bedroom,  or  even  in  the  bathroom. 
They  can  pray  on  the  golf  course,  in  the 
classroom,  in  the  Senate  chambers,  and 
in  the  courtroom.  Prayer  is  the  sovereign 
freedom  of  any  person  who  believes  in  a 
Sovereign  God. 

But  I  am  opposed  to  any  effort  that 
calls  for  a  constitutional  convention 
aiming  to  amend  the  United  States 
constitution  to  allow  governmental 
bodies  to  formulate  prayers  —  in  the 
classroom,  or  anywhere  else  under  the 


sun.  Prayer  is  a  human  freedom  any 
time,  any  place,  but  should  never  be  a 
subject  for  legislative  or  congressional 
empowerment. 

If  you  believe  in  prayer,  then  pray.  But 
do  not  presume  that  the  government  is 
either  qualified,  competent,  of 
empowered  to  make  laws  about  prayer. 
Besides,  in  our  public  school  system 
where  Baptists  and  Methodists,  Jews  and 
Moslems,  Mormons  and  Pentecostals, 
agnostics  and  Buddhists  attend  classes, 
it  is  wiser  to  leave  prayer  to  the  home, 
the  church,  and  the  individual.  Schools 
are  for  learning  how  to  read,  write,  and 
do  arithmetic. 


United  Methodists  should 
listen  to  fundamentalists 


By  DAVID  L.  DEAN 
I  had  the  chance  to  see  and  listen  to 
Jerry  Falwell  in  person  at  his  “I  Love 
America  Rally”  held  on  the  steps  of  the 
State  Capitol  Building  in  Helena, 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  all  must  be  protected  from  those  who 
believe  Japanese  internment  was  ‘good’ 


Cleveland  assembly,  Bishop  Armstrong 
recounted  the  council’s  history  as 
advocate  and  prophet,  saying  the  council 
“has  informed  the  conscience  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  has 
brought  the  urgent  claims  of  the  Gospel 
into  halls  of  government.” 

Many  would  argue,  as  Bishop 
Armstrong  went  on  to  acknowledge,  that 
the  council  should  not  speak  on  such 
issues.  And  1  he  acknowledged  the 
concerns  of  “thoughtful,  incisive  critics” 
who  consider  some  of  the  NCC’s 
statements  “arrogant,”  some  of  its 
proposed  solutions  to  complex  public 
issues  “simplistic,”  and  its  influence 
diminished  by  seeking  to  address  every 
conceivable  controversial  issue  instead 
of  being  thoughtfully  and  prayerfully 
selective.  But  he  went  on  to  affirm:  “A 
National  'Council  of  Churches,  comprised 
of  32  member  communions,  not  only  has 
the  right  but  the  urgent,  grave  respon¬ 
sibility  to  bear  its  thoughtful  witness !  ” 

And,  he  continued,  the  NCC  “is  more 
than  a  federation  of  issue-oriented 
groups.  It  is  and  must  be  seen  as  a 
communion  of  faithful  believers  ...  It 
will  continue  to  proclaim  the  essential 
oneness  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  It  will 
call  for  deeper  biblical  and  theological 
understanding  among  the  churches.  It 
will  blend  the  timeless  mandates  of 
evangelism  and  mission.” 

The  NCC’s  new  president  has  come  to 
blend,  as  previously  indicated,  “the 
timeless  mandates  of  evangelism  and 
mission.”  We  know  that  he  accepted  the 
presidential  challenge  prayerfully  and 
only  after  long  consideration  for  those 
who  may  be  inconvenienced  or  hurt  by 
his  involvement,  or  by  the  days  or  weeks 
of  absence  his  pursuit  of  the  ecumenical 
mission  will  require  from  his  regular 
duties. 

But  we  think  he  is  the  right  person  for 
this  hour  if  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  is  again  to  play  a  meaningful 
role  in  the  mainstream  of  our  nation’s 
religious  life.  We  believe  that  Christian 
faithfulness  requires  the  NCC  —  or  some 
like  body  —  to  exist  and  play  such  a 
role  in  order  at  least  partially  to  bring 
together  the  witness  of  Christians  from 
our  denominational  fragments.  We  hope 
that  the  NCC’s  base  will  be  significantly 
broadened  under  Bishop  Armstrong’s 
leadership,  and  we  commend  the  NCC 
for  choosing  him. 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  1,200  member- 
families  of  the  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Abilene, 
Texas  (Northwest  Texas  Conference) 
and  approximately  950  member-families 
of  the  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky  (Louisville Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Abilene  and 
Louisville  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
"Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  Reporter.” 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  astounded  at  the  Oct.  30  letters 
criticizing  your  recent  editorial  on  the 
internment  of  persons  of  Japanese 
ancestry  during  World  War  II.  To 
suggest  that  the  internment  was  justified 
and  even  “patriotic”  is  a  vivid 
demonstration  that  the  hysteria  and 
irrationality  of  that  day  is  still  only  too 
real  in  our  society. 

It  seems  obvious  to  me  that  the 
internment  was  racist  in  its  very 
essence.  We  were  also  at  war  with 
Germany  and  Italy,  but  there  was  never 
a  suggestion  of  imprisoning  American 
citizens  of  German  or  Italian  ancestry 
“for  their  own  good.”  Japanese- 
Americans  alone  faced  that  indignity. 
Their  constitutional  rights  were 
suspended,  their  property  was  seized, 
they  were  forcibly  removed  from  their 
homes  —  all  in  the  name  of  “national 
security.”  Wasn’t  it  “national  security” 
that  “justified”  Germany’s  treatment  of 
the  Jews  during  that  same  era? 

As  your -editorial  pointed  out,  there,  is 
room  for  discussion  about  what  kind  of 
reparations,  if  any,  are  due  those  victims 
of  white  American  xenophobia.  But  to 
suggest  that  what  happened  back  then 
was  for  the  good  of  America  and  for  the 
good  of  Japanese-Americans  —  well,  all  I 
can  say  is  that  America,  “land  of  the 
free,”  might  better  be  protected  from 
those  who  can  even  begin  to  defend  such 

an  atrocity.  D.  .  .  . 

Richard  O.  Johnson 

Clovis,  California1 

Internment  letters  ’hit 

me  like  a  slap  in  the  face’ 

To  the  Editor: 

For  weeks  now  I’ve  waited  to  see  what 
the  response  would  be  to  your  Sept.  24 
editorial  headlined  “Study  of  Japanese- 
Americans’  internment  should  bring 
changes.”  I  wondered  who  would 
respond.  Would  it  be  the  ethnic 
community?  I  wanted  to  write  and  praise 
your  editorial  because  it  made  me  feel 
like  someone  in  the  Christian  community 
was  being  sensitive  to  a  part  —  a  very 
painful  racist  part  —  of  my  peoples’ 
history  here  in  the  U.S.  But  I  held  back 
and  did  not  write. 

Then  the  letters  of  response  appeared 
in  the  Oct.  30  issue.  They  hit  me  like  a 
slap  in  the  face;  like  being  run  over  by  a 
Mack  truck;  like  the  realization  that  a 
loved  one  or  good  friend  has  died.  I 
wanted  to  shout,  scream  and  cry.  I  did 
cry.  I  cried  because  here  in  a  UM 
publication  voices  were  being  lifted 
saying  the  racist  action  of  our 
government  against  all  those  men, 
women,  and  children  of  Japanese- 
American  ancestry  was  OK.  In  a 
Christian  community  racism  is  never 
OK! 

The  voices  lifted  were  also  suspicious 
of  my  people’s  stories  of  their 
experiences  during  the  evacuation.  But 
these  stories  are  being  told  and  must  be 
told  —  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Japanese- 
Americans,  but  for  the  benefit  of  other 
peoples  in  our  country.  We  don’t  want 
such  racist  government  action  to  happen 
to  any  other  group  of  people.  And  don’t 
think  it  can’t.  The  fact  is  it  did  happen  in 
a  country  where  there  is  “liberty  and 
justice  for  all”  and  it  can  happen  again. 

My  eyes  are  dry  now  I  know  who  my 
people  are.  I  am  not  too  young  to  know 
and  understand  what  happened  to  my 
grandparents  and  parents  during  WW  II. 
I  know  of  their  love  and  my  people's 
love  and  devotion  not  only  to  this  country 
but  the  United  Methodist  Church.  I  shall 
not  be  moved. 

I  pray  that  God  will  make  us  less 
arrogant  and  boastful,  and  a  more 
compassionate  people  so  that  the  anger, 
bitterness,  pain  and  misunderstandings 
of  one  another  will  be  washed  away. 

Lynn  Ishida  Barbaree 

Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

Few  things  more  chilling 
than  defense  of  internment 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  pre-Halloween  “Letters”  column 
was  most  appropriate  (UMR,  Oct. 


30).  I  can  think  of  few  things  more 
chilling  than  to  see  letters  by  two 
professed  Christians  defending  the 
internment  of  Americans  of  Japanese 
ancestry  during  World  War  II. 

I  suppose  the  letter-writers  might 
claim  I’m  an  ignorant  upstart,  having 
been  bom  after  WW  II;  but  I  have  read,  I 
have  watched,  and  I  have  listened  to 
reports  of  that  time.  People  were 
uprooted  from  their  homes  on  short 
notice.  Their  possessions  were  given 
away,  sold  (at  ridiculously  low  prices), 
or  abandoned.  They  could  take  little  with 
them.  People  lost  houses,  jobs,  and 
businesses  —  directly  through  the  action 
of  the  U.S.  government.  The 
constitutional  guarantee  against 
depriving  people  of  liberty  or  property 
without  formal  charges  and  a  court  trial 
fell  by  the  wayside.  Food,  shelter,  and 
medical  care  were  substandard.  And,  a 
prison  is  a  prison,  no  matter  how  it  might 
appear  to  some.  If  the  families  of  the 
letter-writers  had  been  subjected  to  such 
treatment,  I’d  bet  they  would  have  been 
first  in  line  in  their  representatives’ 
offices,  demanding  compensation ! 

As  to  the  claim  that  if  the  American 
citizens  interned  in  these  camps  had 
been  free,  they’d  “have  been  killed  by 
loyal  American  people,”  all  I  can  do  is 
pray  to  God  to  deliver  us  from  such 
“loyalty.” 

JoanM.  Verba 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 

Nestle  editorial  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  for  your  wise  and 
thoughtful  Oct.  30  editorial  headlined 
“Nestle  boycott,  mediation  efforts  and 
Christian  ethical  teaching”  concerning 
the  Nestle  formula  matter.  You  have 
expressed  very  effectively  what  many  of 
us  have  been  trying  to  say  Jor  several 
years.  I  for  one  hope  that  the  continued 
mediation  efforts  bear  fruit  for  the 
future. 

I  wish  that  many  Annual  Conferences 
had  understood  the  wisdom  and 
effectiveness  of  this  sort  of  Christian 
action  instead  of  supporting  an 
unnecessary,  illegal  and  unchristian 
boycott. 

William  O.  Brown 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Woman  headed  agencyof 

former  Methodist  Church 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  story  on  the  nomination  of  a 
laywoman  to  be  General  Secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  you 
concluded  with  a  statement  that  she  will 
be  the  first  woman,  and  only  second  lay 
person,  to  be  general  secretary  of  a 
United  Methodist  program  board. 

While  I  salute  the  selection  of  Haviland 
Houston,  I  point  to  the  error  in  your 
article.  Mrs.  Porter  Brown  served  as  the 
first  general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Her  outstanding 
leadership  in  that  post  is  a  proud 
heritage  of  our  church.  The  shame  is,  we 
can  still  count  the  women  in  such 
positions  on  one  hand. 

Dow  Kirkpatrick 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mrs.  Brown  served 
as  chief  executive  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church.  Ms.  Houston  is  the  first  female 
chief  executive  of  a  denominational 
program  board  since  the  creation-by- 
merger  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  1968. 

We  are  all  ministers 

To  the  Editor: 

"I  can  hear  the  Master  today  saying  to 
the  ministers  .  .  .  ‘Feed  my  sheep’.”  (See 
“My  Witness”  by  Henry  Parmenter, 
UMR,  Oct.  16.)  How  true! 

And  yet  we  must  not  forget  two  very 
important  things.  First,  we  are  all 
ministers  of  Christ’s  church.  Second,  if 
we  laity  do  not  minister  to  the  clergy,  it  is 
infinitely  more  difficult  for  them  to 
minister  to  others. 

Cathy  Smitha 
Westminster,  California 


UMC  leadership  should 
rethink  area  of  emphasis 
To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  an  article 
headlined  “Board  asks  the  president  to 
sack  interior  secretary"  which  appeared 
in  the  Oct.  16  issue. 

The  positions  that  UM’s  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  has  taken  relative 
to  Secretary  Watt  its  refusal  to  condemn 
the  Soviet  Union’s  use  of  “yellow  rain,” 
the  boycott  of  Nestle  Corp.,  the  U.S. 
government’s  policy  toward  illegal 
aliens,  and  the  federal  budget  cuts, 
certainly  give  a  distinct  impression  that 
the  Board  is  anti-U.S.A. 

In  the  first  place,  why  should  a  church 
board  concern  itself  with  such  unrelated 
matters?  The  board’s  position  as 
outlined  in  your  article  regarding  Mr. 
Watt  reveals  that  it  is  completely  out  of 
step  with  reality.  There  are  plenty  of 
areas  firmly  in  the  area  of  a  church’s 
responsibility  upon  which  available 
funds  could  be  expended. 

For  my  part,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power 
to  decrease  my  church’s  approved 
budget  that  goes  toward  supporting  the 
present  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

I  think  the  United  Methodist  Church 
leadership  might  do  well  to  rethink  its 
position  on  the  emphasis  it  places  on 
areas  of  responsibility  that  belong  to 
others.  A  reversal  of  the  trend  of 
decreasing  membership  might  result. 

Roy  W.  Browne 
Hartville,  Missouri 

Mr.  Stringfellow,  UMR 
‘must  be  very  sick’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shocked  to  see  the  article  head¬ 
lined  “Reagan,  Haig:  ‘morally  retarded;’  ” 
in  the  Oct.  30  issue  of  the  Reporter.  That 
you  would  allow  such  an  article  to  be 
published  and  distributed  to  Christians  is 
surprising,  as  well  as  your  letting  such  a 
man  as  William  Stringfellow  speak  of  our 
government’s  leaders  in  such  a  way.  He 
must  be  very  sick  himself  and  you  for 
putting  it  in  print. 

Mrs.  Harold  Parker 
Memphis,  Tennessee 


Montana,  on  May  15th,  this  year.  Most 
United  Methodists.  I  think,  could  identify 
with  his  pro-traditional  family  and  pro- 
American  stance,  and  most  of  us  would 
agree,  I  believe,  that  a  strong  defense  is 
the  best  deterrent  to  war  and  the  best 
basis  from  which  to  negotiate  peace.  I 
also  suspect  that  our  church  does  not 
reflect  all  of  our  views  on  abortion  when 
it  leaves  that  decision  up  to  the  doctor, 
the  minister  and  the  woman  involved. 
However,  the  thing  that  struck  me  the 
most  was  that  here  was  a  person  who  was 
putting  his  beliefs  on  the  line  and  trying 
to  do  something  about  the  moral 
decadence  in  this  country,  while  hecklers 
booed  and  protestors  carrying  signs 
obstructed  the  vision  of  some  of  those 
who  wanted  to  look  and  listen. 

I  suspect  that  Jerry  Falwell  believed 
that  he  had  God’s  Holy  Spirit  with  him 
during  that  rally.  He  certainly  believes 
that  there  is  a  moral  renewal  taking 
place  today  prompted  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
I  believe  that  all  churches  could  profit 
from  such  a  renewal  including  our 
church.  Wasn’t  this  what  powered  John 
Wesley  and  our  early  beginnings?  Do  we 
actively  seek  and  preach  the  power  of 
God’s  Spirit,  or  do  we  just  take  it  for 
granted  today? 

I  believe  that  the  fundamentalists  are 
wrong  when  they  blame  what  they  call 
“secular  humanism”  for  all  the  ills  of  our 
time.  And  I  don’t  believe  that  a  believer 
in  evolution  necessarily  disbelieves  in 
God,  or  that  you  have  to  take  every  word 
of  the  Bible  literally  to  be  a  Christian. 
But  a  liberal  approach  towards  the  moral 
degeneracy  of  our  day  should  also 
recognize  that  there  are  moral  absolutes 
which  do  come  from  God.  Permissive¬ 
ness  in  the  name  of  tolerance,  where 
it  affects  moral  values,  is  not  the 
answer.  And  we  also  have  to  remember 
that  where  we  do  good  works  through  our 
government,  we  are  also  asking  our 
neighbors  to  help  us  pay  the  bill,  not  just 
ourselves.  So  we  need  to  bring  all  people 
to  Christ.  Wesley  said  that  good  works 
alone  are  not  enough.  So  let’s  look  again 
at  our  emphasis.  Let’s  look  at  the 
fundamentalists  who  tithe  and  who  are 
willing  to  stand  up  like  Jerry  Falwell.  If 
we  are  unwilling  to  do  the  same,  let’s 
give  them  a  hand. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributors,  the  Rev.  Jack  D.  Heacock, 
is  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Austin,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference),  and  David  L.  Dean,  is  a 
member  of  Saint  Paul's  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Helena,  Montana 
(Yellowstone  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR.  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


An  Empty  Cornucopia... 

An  empty  cornucopia?  For  millions  of  people  there  are  no  overflowing 
cornucopias  stuffed  with  pumpkins,  corn,  squash  and  other  fruits  of 
an  abundant  harvest. 

An  empty  cornucopia?  Almost  one  quarter  of  the  world's  population 
malnourished  Their  abundance  isstarvation,  malnutrition,  inadequate 
food  supply,  insufficient  harvests 

An  empty  cornucopia?  Not  if  you  give.  Cooperate  with  farmers  by 
supporting  skills  training  in  new  technology.  Support  a  food-policy 
advocate  lobbying  for  equitable  food  distribution.  Pool  resources  with 
development  programs  for  food  production,  nutrition  and  community 
health.  * 

Send  gifts  through  your  local  church  treasurer 
or  to  the  Treasurer,  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Room  1439,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  101  15. 


ADVANCE 


’Projects  of  the  World  Hunger  Special  Program 
are  coded  "985."  Check  your  PARTNERSHIP 
IN  MISSIONS  CATALOG  1 981-82  for  specific 
programs. 
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Sign  of  God’s  grace 
seen  in  President’s 
nuclear  arms  speech 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PITTSBURGH  -  President  Ronald 
Reagan’s  speech  last  week  advocating 
nuclear  armament  reduction  was 
greeted  by  the  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  “sign  of  God’s 
grace”  at  a  time  when  the  threat  of 
nuclear  annihilation  overshadows  lesser 
human  concerns. 

The  speech  on  international  television 
occurred  midway  during  a  week-long 
meeting  here  of  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops. 

In  a  spontaneous  display  of  personal 
feelings  Thursday,  bishop  after  bishop 
rose  to  share  impromptu  speeches.  Some 
bishops  were  visibly  moved  as  they 
expressed  fears  of  war  and  cautious 
relief  that  the  world’s  superpowers 
might  be  turning  from  their  buildup  of 
nuclear  armaments. 

On  Friday,  the  bishops  unanimously 
passed  a  resolution  that: 

•  Designated  Sunday,  Dec.  27,  as  a  day 
of  prayer  for  peace  with  justice  to  be 
observed  in  every  local  congregation. 
United  Methodist  members  were  asked 
by  the  bishops  to  “utilize  the  coming 
advent  season  as  a  time  to  engage  in 
personal  and  corporate  prayer  for 
continuing  signs  of  God’s  grace.” 

•  Called  on  church  members  to  “com¬ 
municate  with  governmental  leaders  of 
the  nuclear  powers  expressing  encourage¬ 
ment  and  support  for  honest  negotia¬ 
tions  toward  nuclear  disarmament.” 

•  -  Advocated  the  forming  of  “faithful 
groups”  in  local  communities  “for  the 
purpose  of  study,  reflection  and  action 
concerning  those  things  which  make  for 
peace.” 

•  “We  believe  initiatives  toward  nuclear 
disarmament  such  as  those  taken  by 
Leonid  Brezhnev  on  Nov.  2,  1981,  and  by 
Ronald  Reagan  on  Nov.  18,  1981,  are 
signs  of  God’s  grace,  but  must  be 
pursued  with  diplomatic  skill  and  moral 
conviction  until  disarmament 
agreements  are  reached  among  those 
nations  with  nuclear  potential.” 

Soviet  President  Brezhnev  made  a 
major  public  appeal  for  easing  the 
nuclear  arms  race  on  Nov.  2  in  a  news¬ 
paper  interview  in  West  Germany. 

The  bishops’  spontaneous  speeches  on 
Thursday  came  at  the  end  of  an  address 
by  the  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias,  former 
•Methodist  bishop  in  Bolivia.  He  said  both 
the  threat  of  war  and  the  denial  of  human 
rights  result  from  the  increasing  spread 
of  the  “ideology  of  national  security.” 

In  the  name  of  national  security  the 
worljj  over,  tyunan  rights  are  trampled 
because  the  nation  becomes  the  supreme 
entity,  he  said.  “Everybody  is  a  potential 
enemy  .  .  .  Violent  and  non-violent  are 
seen  as  the  same  .  .  .  But  there  is  no 
national  security  without  human  security." 

Christians  must  respond  because 
human  rights  are  given  by  God,  Dr. 
Arias  said.  ‘  ‘To  love  God  is  to  do  justice. 

“The  first  human  right  is  to  know 
Jesus  Christ  and  His  gospel.”  Dr.  Arias 
went  on  to  explain  that  human  rights  fall 
in  two  main  categories:  individual 
(freedom  of  speech,  religion,  political 
expression,  privacy  and  protection  of 


property)  and  social  (freedom  from 
hunger,  denial  of  health  care,  illiteracy 
and  unemployment) . 

In  the  West  where  individual  rights 
generally  are  stressed,  Christians  should 
push  for  more  social  rights,  he  said.  In 
the  East  where  social  rights  are 
emphasized  more,  Christians  should 
push  for  individual  rights.  However, 
some  peoples  enjoy  neither  individual  or 
social  rights. 

Dr.  Arias  detailed  several  actions  by 
the  U.S.  government  during  the  past  year 
to  illustrate  the  rise  of  “national  security 
ideology”  which  threatens  war. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the  East 
Ohio  Area  spoke  from  the  floor:  “Give  us 
a  sign  of  hope.” 

Dr.  Arias  answered:  “The  only  sign  we 
have  is  Jesus  Christ.  The  church  is 
supposed  to  be  the  people  of  hope. 
Evangelism  is  the  message  of  hope.  If 
there’s  one  thing  people  need  other  than 
thread,  it  is  hope.  We  have  to  realize 
institutions  are  hard  to  change.  But  we 
must  plant  seeds.” 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  the 
Raleigh  (N.C.)  Area  commended  Dr. 
Arias’  speech  but  added:  “There  seems 
to  be  an  ambiguity  in  this  situation. 
There  is  a  need  for  human  rights 
everywhere,  but  there  also  is  this  nuclear 
buildup.  Do  we  as  a  Christian  church 
advocate  the  abolition  of  nuclear  arms  in 
a  free  nation  where  we  have  that  right? 
Suppose  we  succeed  in  the  democratic 
countries,  but  the  totalitarian  nations 
keep  their  nuclear  arms.  What  does  that 
do  to  human  rights?” 

Responded  Dr.  Arias:  “It  is  a  call  for  a 
decision  of  faith.  Somewhere  we  will 
have  to  make  our  own  option.” 

“I  don’t  think  the  issue  is  unilateral 
disarmament,”  said  Bishop  John  B. 
Warman  of  the  Harrisburg  (Pa.)  Area. 
“The  issue  is  what  weapons  we  choose. 
We  can  take  the  nuclear  armor  of 
Goliath.  Or  we  can  take  the  “five  smooth 
stones”  of  the  gospel  of  peace. 

“There  are  other  ways  to  defeat 
Communism  —  to  defeat  evil.  If  anyone 
is  to  disintegrate  the  earth,  let  it  be 
someone  else.”  Bishop  Warman  paused 
and  then  pleaded,  “Don’t  let  it  be  us.” 

Dr.  Arias  said  President  Reagan’s 
speech  the  previous  night  was  extremely 
important: 

“I  watched  him.  In  spite  of  all  the 
power  game  and  politicking  for 
negotiations,  l  had  the  feeling  that 
something  had  touched  this  man  and  has 
changed  at  least  his  rhetoric.  At  least 
that  gives  us  breathing  space. 

“I  felt  human  sensitivity  in  the  speech. 

I  don’t  think  the  Russians  can  be 
insensitive  to  that.  They  will  have  to 
account  to  their  own  people.” 

“I  agree  with  a  certain  joy,”  said 
retired  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  “that 
the  president  has  made  some  kind  of  a 
change.  After  Sadat’s  assassination,  I 
prayed  that  President  Reagan  might 
take  a  bold  move  for  peace."  The  bishop 
said  he  was  somewhat  surprised  by  the 
president’s  speech  and  that  “I  think  as  a 
Council  of  Bishops  we  ought  to  give  him 
every  chance,  while  not  retreating  one 
bit  from  our  push  on  human  rights.  ” 

ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Bishops  support  project 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Leaders  of  United  Methodism’s 
National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  Campaign  acknowledged  numer¬ 
ous  difficulties  in  the  campaign’s  develop¬ 
ment  last  week  and  received  indications 
of  support  from  three  diverse  sources. 

In  Pittsburgh,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
reaffirmed  its  support  for  the  project  and 
named  a  committee  of  bishops  —  one 
from  each  of  the  five  jurisdictions  —  to 
review  actions  taken  by  the  project’s 
steering  committee,  and  to  make 
recommendations  for  the  future  course 
of  the  campaign. 

The  bishops’  actions  came  after  a 
sobering  report  by  the  two  top  officials  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  the 
agency  responsible  for  promoting  the 
proposed  national  television  ministry. 

UMCom  president  Charles  Cappleman 
and  General  Secretary  Curtis  A. 
Chambers  told  the  bishops  that 
numerous  mistakes  had  been  made  in  the 
early  development  of  the  TV  ministry 
campaign.  Among  those  mistakes,  they 
admitted,  had  been  not  getting  the  church’s 
bishops  more  involved  more  quickly. 

One  member  of  the  special  committee, 
Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  the 
Washington  Area,  told  his  episcopal 
colleagues  that  it  now  is  obvious  to  most 
persons  involved  with  the  TV  ministry 
that  support  from  church’s  leadership  — 
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from  the  bishops  to  the  district 
superintendents  to  the  local  churches  — 
is  needed  for  the  campaign  to  succeed. 

TV  Presence  and  Ministry  officials 
acknowledged  to  the  bishops  that  the 
campaign  to  raise  at  least  $25  million  in 
three  years  is  struggling.  With  the  first 
year  almost  over,  the  campaign  has  been 
advanced  nearly  $900,000  in  start-up 
costs  from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA)  and 
has  so  far  secured  only  about  $125,000  in 
cash  and  pledges. 

Two  potential  new  linkages  for  the 
national  campaign  came  from  two 
unrelated  regional  sources. 

In  Atlanta,  the  Protestant  Radio 
and  Television  Center,  an  inter¬ 
denominational  group  which  in¬ 
cludes  United  Methodists,  asked  that  its  own 
desire  to  raise  money  for  television  satellite 
sending  and  receiving  equipment  be  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  national  campaign. 

The  national  program’s  steering 
committee  executive  committee 
affirmed  this  request,  while 
acknowledging  the  risk  that  gifts  to  the 
Georgia-based  regional  program  could 
reduce  contributions  to  the  national 
campaign.  But  they  accepted  the 
assurance  of  Georgia  church  officials 
that  such  a  local  emphasis  would 
enhance  rather  than  deter  their  efforts  to 
raise  funds  for  the  national  project. 

In  Dallas,  the  Media  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  (serving  Texas  and  New 
Mexico),  headed  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Robertson,  voted  to  establish  a 
permanent  fund  to  carry  on  a  television- 
related  communications  ministry  within 
the  seven  Annual  Conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  It  also  voted,  however, 
to  consider  devising  those  efforts,  if 
possible,  so  as  to  augment  and  support 
the  national  program . 

Dr.  Robertson,  and  the  Rev.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III,  a  member  of  the 
TV  presence  Steering  Committee,  told  the 
Communications  Council  that  such  a  link¬ 
age,  if  feasible,  might  significantly 
enhance  the  church’s  communications 
both  regionally  and  nationally. 

The  Steering  Committee  executive 
committee  and  GCFA  will  both  meet  in 
Dallas  in  late  November  to  review  the 
program’s  fund-raising  efforts. 


Black  Pastors 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BLUE  RIDGE,  Ill.  —  From  the  raised 
bucket  of  a  tractor’s  front-end  loader, 
Cliff  Gill  shouted  down  to  a  reporter 
about  his  new  pastor. 

Like  most  members  of  Blue  Ridge 
UMC,  Mr.  Gill  looks  like  the  folks  you 
commonly  see  on  breakfast  cereal  com¬ 
mercials  —  hearty,  agricultural  and 
white. 

The  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Warner 
Stevens,  is  young,  urban  and  black. 

Any  adjustment  problems? 

“Well,  you  know  how  these  black 
preachers  sometimes  get  a  little 
emotional,”  Mr.  Gill  said.  “After  the 
first  sermon,  some  people  said,  ‘If  he’s 
going  to  shout  all  the  time,  I’m  not 
coming  back.’  So  I  told  him.  He  didn’t 
mind. 

“We’ve  had  maybe  two  families  that 
haven’t  been  back  yet.  But  everybody 
else  seems  happy,”  said  Mr.  Gill, 
administrative  board  chairman. 

Mr.  Stevens  laughed  when  he  heard  the 
story  about  the  volume  of  his  preaching: 
"I’m  an  emotional  preacher  blessed  with 
a  loud  voice.  I  kind  of  control  it  now.” 

He  had  expected  an  appointment  to  a 
white  church,  since  the  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  has  only  two  black 
congregations.  “But  to  a  farm  church, 
too?”  he  quipped. 

“At  first,  I  thought  I’d  have  trouble 
switching  all  my  sermons  from  city 
orientation,”  he  said.  “But  I’ve  found 
that  if  I  allow  myself  to  be  Spirit-led,  I’ll 
do  OK  with  any  group.  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Gill  said  the  congregation  likes 
Mr.  Stevens’  “straightforward  way  of 
putting  across  his  points.  He  doesn’t  beat 
around  the  bush  and  ride  the  fence  like 
some  preachers.”  And  they’re  impressed 
by  the  minister’s  oratorical  ability  to  use 
few  notes,  he  said. 

“He’s  a  real  good  minister  now,”  Mr. 
Gill  said.  “But  when  he  finishes 
seminary  (he’s  commuting  to  Garrett- 
Evangelical  in  Evanston),  he’s  really 
going  to  be  something!  We’ll  have 
trouble  keeping  him.” 

The  ease  experienced  here  in  building 
a  warm  relationship  between  a  black 
urban  minister  and  a  congregation  that 
worships  in  the  midst  of  grain  fields  in 
America’s  breadbasket  indicates  just 
how  ready  many  white  United 
Methodists  probably  are  to  accept  cross- 


racial  appointments,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Woodie  White. 

More  ready  than  willing 
“I’m  sure  the  white  church  is  much 
more  ready”  than  bishops  have  been 
willing  to  test  with  their  appointments, 
said  Dr.  White,  chief  executive  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

About  a  dozen  white  UM  congregations 
now  have  black  senior  ministers,  he  said. 
But  “there  is  no  question  the  pace  is 
beginning  to  pick  up.”  He  noted  that 
several  bishops  at  annual  conferences 
last  spring  broke  barriers  by  making  the 
first  such  appointments. 

“Open  itineracy”  is  a  major  priority  of 
the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
which  sent  a  letter  to  all  bishops  urging 
them  to  make  more  cross-racial 
appointments. 

It  was  listed  as  a  high  priority  by  black 
United  Methodists  when  they  have  met 
in  convocations. 

It  also  is  required  under  church  law. 
“The  Book  of  Discipline”  states  that 
appointments  “are  to  be  made  .  .  . 
without  regard  to  race,  ethnic  origin, 
sex,  or  color,  consistent  with  the 
commitment  to  an  open  itineracy.” 

The  goal  of  open  itineracy  is  that  all 
United  Methodist  ministers  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  potential  pastors  for  churches  of 
any  racial  or  cultural  makeup.  The  major 
resistance  has  not  involved  Anglo, 
Hispanic,  Native  American  or  Asian 
American  pastors  but  black  ministers  in 
white  churches,  Dr.  White  said. 

From  talking  with  Dr.  White  and 
several  black  ministers  in  white  church¬ 
es,  the  Reporter  found  bishops  have  been 
most  inclined  to  make  “black-to-white” 
appointments  in  rural,  suburban  and 
college-community  churches.'  Urban 
churches  seldom  are  involved. 

Dr.  White  said  the  more  liberal, 
downtown-type  churches  which  usually 
have  a  few  black  members  seem  to  be 
the  least  likely  to  have  a  black  minister. 

Suburban  sites  working 

The  Rev.  David  McEntire  shared  his 
explanation  for  why  suburban  churches 
might  be  better  candidates  for  the  black- 
to-white  appointment.  He  is  a  white 
associate  minister  at  (he  notes  the  irony 
of  the  name)  Plantation  UMC  near  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  Fla.  The  senior  minister, 


UMC  one  of  most 
6 ethnically  diverse 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of  the 
most  ethnically  diverse  Protestant 
denominations  in  the  nation,  but 
nobody  has  known  for  certain  just  how 
diverse. 

Michael  Nickerson,  a  researcher 
for  the  board,  recently  reported  his 
findings  to  the  governing  members 
meeting  in  Nashville. 

Of  the  38,503  congregations  in  the  9.4 
million-member  UMC,  3,107  have  at 
least  40  percent  ethnic  minority 
members.  Of  that  number,  105  were 
given  dual  designations  because  they 
included  at  least  40  percent  of  more 
than  one  ethnic  minority  group. 

An  analysis  of  the  number  of 
pastors  and  district  superintendents 
shows  that  of  the  27,429  such  persons 
in  the  church  in  1981,  1,758  are  ethnic 
minority. 

In  comparing  statistics  for  1980  and 
1981,  Mr.  Nickerson  noted  that  while 
the  number  of  pastors  overall 
increased  by  117,  the  number  of  ethnic 
pastors  increased  by  235  which  would 
mean  the  church  had  118  fewer  non¬ 
ethnic  pastors  in  1981. 

In  1981  the  Asian  group  had  the 
largest  percentage  of  pastors  who  are 
full  members  of  annual  conferences 
(180  out  of  a  total  of  275).  Ratios  for 


the  other  groups  are  blacks,  523  of 
1,169;  Hispanics,  120  of  264;  and 
Native  Americans,  16  of  50. 

A  major  concern  of  the  church  is 
recruitment  of  ethnic  minority 
leadership.  The  blacks,  for  instance, 
have  warned  that  unless  they  increase 
their  recruitment  efforts  their 
churches  could  be  without  black 
pastors  in  10  years.  There  are  2,466 
black  churches  (an  ethnic  church 
being  defined  as  having  at  least  40 
percent  of  its  members  from  a  certain 
ethnic  minority  group) . 

Between  1980  and  1981  all  ethnic 
minority  groups  had  gains  in  the 
number  of  pastors. 

Mr.  Nickerson  said  the  availability 
of  hard  data  for  various  ethnic  groups 
in  the  church  and  the  regional  census 
figures  will  greatly  assist  the  church 
in  its  programming. 

“The  ethnic  minorities  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  provide  the 
diversity  so  necessary  for  our 
church’s  ability  to  spread  the 
Christian  message  to  our  broken  and 
divided  society,”  he  said.  “The  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  priority 
recognizes  that  some  of  the  largest 
gains  in  church  growth  and  leadership 
recruitment  are  occurring  in  ethnic 
minority  churches.” 


the  Rev.  Ernest  W.  Newman,  is  black 
and  has  been  there  five  years. 

“This  is  a  middle  to  upper-middle  class 
suburb  with  lots  of  airline  pilots, 
corporate  management  types,  etc.,”  Mr. 
McEntire  said.  “These  people  are  on  the 
cutting  edge  of  the  business  world.” 

“And  quite  honestly,  the  business 
world  is  ahead  of  the  church.  ’’ 

Since  Mr.  Newman  has  been  senior 
minister,  membership  has  grown  by 
about  500  to  2,200  and  the  budget  has  gone 
from  less  than  $175,000  to  about  $300,000 
per  year,  Mr.  McEntire  said. 

“I  just  came  here  last  spring  from 
seminary.  You  expect  to  find  more 
problems,  but  you  don’t.  We  have  time  to 
do  ministry.  Sure,  I’ve  seen  some 
families  visit  here  and  get  shocked  when 
they  saw  the  minister.  There  are  some 
churches  where  you  just  couldn’t  do  this 
yet.” 

Besides  helping  United  Methodists 
move  their  Christian  faith  beyond  color 
barriers,  open  itineracy  is  essential  if  the 
church  is  to  recruit  talented  black 
ministers,  Dr.  White  said. 

Few  UM  black  congregations  are  large 
or  even  medium-sized,  he  explained. 
Without  cross-racial  appointments, 
black  pastors  —  unlike  their  white 
counterparts  —  essentially  face  a 
lifetime  in  small  churches  with  small 
salaries,  he  said.  The  only  way  to 
promote  them  is  to  make  them  district 
superintendents  or  put  them  on 
conference  and  general  agency  staffs,  he 
said,  and  those  opportunities  are  few. 

The  main  source  of  black  ministers  for 
white  congregations  appears  to  be 
among  district  superintendents,  who 
have  completed  their  term,  and 
conference  staff  people.  Mr.  Newman, 
for  example,  had  been  a  superintendent. 

Mr.  Stevens,  32,  at  the  Illinois  country 
church  is  an  example  of  a  new  breed  of 
black-to-white  appointments.  Rather 
than  moving  up  to  this  church,  he  is 
starting  here. 

An  electrician  who  moved  his  family 
from  Peoria  to  Nashville  in  1977,  he 
reports  that  “things  got  bad  for  me  there. 

I  asked  God  for  help,  and  He  called  me 
into  the  ministry.” 

Time  to  cross  barrier 
Mr.  Stevens  did  supply  preaching  in 
black  churches  while  attending  a  black 
United  Methodist  college  in  Texas.  He 
said  he  told  Central  Illinois  Bishop  Leroy 
Hodapp  during  that  time  that  he  wanted 
to  preach  in  the  Peoria  area  where  his 
roots  were.  “I  asked  him  about  putting 
me  in  a  white  church  since  the  two  black 
churches  in  the  conference  had  young 
pastors.  Bishop  Hodapp  said  he  knew  the 
conference  needed  to  cross  that  barrier.” 

So  last  May,  the  bishop  sent  District 
Superintendent  Miley  Palmer  with  Mr. 
Stevens  to  talk  to  the  Blue  Ridge  UMC 
pastor-parish  committee. 

“They  welcomed  me,”  Mr.  Stevens 
said.  “Their  only  concern  was  that  they 
couldn’t  pay  me  as  much  while  I  go  to 
seminary  as  I  could  make  as  an 
electrician.” 

To  the  visitors’  surprise,  they  found 
they  were  meeting  in  a  small  educational 
wing  called  Moody  Hall,  named  after 
Lillian  Moody  who  left  money  for  it  after 
long  years  of  faithful  attendance.  Hers 
was  a  farm  family  —  a  black  farm 
family. 

Mr.  Stevens  consulted  with  his  family 
in  Peoria,  did  some  research  and  found 
that  Lillian  Moody  had  been  a  distant 
relative. 

Not  all  working  smoothly 

Not  every  pastor-parish  committee  has 
people  so  experienced  in  multi-racial 
matters.  And  a  couple  of  interviews  by 
the  Reporter  found  that  members  of 
some  other  congregations  continue  to 
resist  their  black  pastors,  making  life 
fairly  miserable  for  them.  Strongest 
resistance  appears  to  be  to  the  black 
visiting  members  or  their  relatives  in 
hospitals  and  preaching  at  funerals. 

Mr.  Stevens  said  one  reason  he  feels  so 
uplifted  by  his  congregation  is  that 
members  not  only  eagerly  seek  his  visits 
in  the  hospitals  but  ask  him  to  call  on 
their  friends. 


Churches  send  aid  to  Poland 


NEW  YORK  —  In  response  to  an 
increasingly  critical  economic  situation 
in  Poland,  Church  World  Service  (CWS) 
is  shipping  $150,000  of  material  goods  to 
Poland  and  giving  $150,000  for  the 
purchase  of  processed  food  in  Europe. 

“The  economic  situation  in  Poland  has 
dramatically  worsened  this  fall,”  says 
the  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  executive 
director  of  CWS,  the  relief  and 
development  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  He  returned  from  a  short 


visit  to  Poland  in  late  October. 

Immediately  following  his  return, 
183,000  disposable  syringes  and  needles 
urgently  requested  by  Polish  hospitals 
were  air-freighted  to  Poland  by  CWS. 
These  are  needed  to  help  combat  an 
epidemic  of  hepatitis. 

The  remainder  of  CWS’  response  was 
shipped  Nov.  20  and  included  100  bales  of 
blankets,  100  bales  of  overcoats,  25  bales 
of  layettes  for  babies  and  100  cartons  of  soap. 


“The  Poles  are  experiencing  extreme 
shortages  of  food,  heat,  energy,” 
explained  Mr.  McCleary.  “For  example, 
75  percent  of  all  restaurants  in  Warsaw 
are  closed  for  lack  of  food  and  half  the 
public  lighting  is  out.  Also,  such  staples 
as  paper  and  soap  are  in  short  supply." 

He  cited  other  shortages.  Meat  is 
rationed,  he  said,  to  one  kilogram  of 
meat  per  month  per  person  —  and  this 
amount,  equal  to  about  2V4  pounds,  may 
be  half  bone. 
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Pluralism  up, 

inclusiveness 
still  needed 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  For  the  Rev.  Woodie 
W.  White,  the  need  for  racial  and  ethnic 
inclusiveness  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  no  less  urgent  than  it  was  in 
1968,  but  the  problem  area  has  shifted  — 
from  the  national  to  the  annual 
conference  and  local  church  levels. 

And  the  problem,  he  said,  is  no  longer 
defined  in  terms  of  black  and  white.  “We 
are  a  far  more  racially  pluralistic  nation 
and  church  than  we  were  10  years  ago,” 
he  said.  “There  are  a  lot  of  things  we  all 
have  to  learn  —  like  how  does  a 
denomination  such  as  ours  communicate 
effectively  when  there  are  now  at  least  12 
different  languages  spoken  in  local 
churches  across  the  country.  ” 

As  general  secretary  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  since  it  began  in  1968,  Dr.  White  has 
seen  the  programs  to  combat  racism  and 
bring  racial  justice  to  the  UMC  go 
through  several  changes. 

In  1968  the  goal 
set  forth  by  the  then  i 
newly-merged  j 
UMC  was  two-fold, 

Dr.  White  told  the  I 
Reporter:  “First,  I 
we  were  trying  to  I 
assist  conferences  , 
which  were  in  the  I 
midst  of  merging  I 
black  and  white  ’ 
churches  into  one  Dr-  White 
conference.  We  wanted  to  help  blacks 
find  a  sense  of  justice  in  the  new  struc¬ 
ture  and  assume  leadership  within  the 
conferences,”  he  said. 

The  second  goal  was  to  help  members 
of  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  gain 
greater  leadership  in  policy-making 
roles  on  the  national  level  of  the  UMC. 

The  national  goal.  Dr.  White  said,  “has 
pretty  well  been  accomplished.  There 
are  still  some  general  boards  and 
agencies  which  need  to  do  more,  and  we 
(the  commission)  are  telling  them  so,” 
he  said.  "But  on  the  whole  we  feel  we 
have  exceeded  our  national  goal.” 

However,  he  said,  there  is  much  work 
to  do  at  the  annual  conference  level.  The 
commission’s  Annual  Conference 
Review  Committee  devised  and  is 
distributing  a  questionnaire  to  selected 
conferences  and  plans  on-site  visits  to 
determine  weak  areas  in  racial 
inclusiveness. 

“My  greatest  concern  as  I  look  at  the 
church  is  that  many  of  our  members  at 
the  local  level  will  look  at  what  we’ve 
achieved  nationally  and  say  ‘we’ve 
arrived.’  We  need  to  help  congregations 
to  change  their  attitudes  and  encourage 
more  cross-racial  experiences  in  their 
communities,”  Dr.  White  said.  He  added 
that  there  needs  to  be  more  interaction 
between  congregations  in  order  to 
heighten  racial  awareness  at  a  more 
personal  level  for  United  Methodists. 
“Educating  the  local  churches, 
especially  now,  is  crucial.” 

The  danger  of  stagnation  is  especially 
threatening,  he  said.  He  fears  the  current 
resurgence  of  conservatism  and 
increasing  incidents  of  racial 
intolerance  in  America  will  change 
people’s  perception  of  the  urgency  for 
inclusiveness.  “My  concern  is  that  the 
church  —  rather  than  becoming 
conservative  in  a  negative  sense  —  may 
assume  a  posture  of  benign  neglect 
because  we’ve  been  dealing  with  and 
talking  about  racial  problems  for  so 
long,”  Dr.  White  said. 

Staving  off  potential  stagnation  of  the 
push  toward  inclusiveness  was  part  of 
the  impetus  for  naming  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  missional  priority  for  1981-84,  he 
said.  “What  I  see  the  EMLC  doing  for 
United  Methodists  is  keeping  the  priority 
of  racial  and  ethnic  justice  appropriately 
before  us  as  a  church  so  we  can  finish 
what  we  started  when  we  came  to¬ 
gether  in  1968.” 

“I  see  the  commission  as  a  ‘helping 
policeman’  —  keeping  the  boards  and 
agencies  and  annual  conferences  on  the 
right  track  of  inclusiveness  —  rather 
than  being  a  ‘policing  policeman’  — 
having  to  reprimand  someone  every 
minute  for  not  being  fair.  That’s  where 
we  are  now  and  that  was  quite  a  step.” 


Mr. 
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EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY.  United  Mettodist 
Development  Fund.  Responsible  for  administration 
and  promotion  of  $28  million  investor  program  for 
church  loans,  investor  relations,  financial  reporting, 
relates  to  National  Division  Church  Extension  staff 
concerning  loans  to  churches.  Salary  $22,210  to 
$33,315.  Send  resume  to:  Bishop  Ralph  Ward,  Room 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115,  by 
January  1. 1981. 


POSITION  OPEN  for  Executive  Director,  Hinton 
Rural  Life  Center,  Hayesville,  N.C.  Address 
inquiries  to  Dr.  Earl  Brewer,  Hinton  Search 
Committee,  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  GA  30322. 
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Newsman  recalls  NCC’s  early  issues 


Retrospective  targets  UM 
leaders,  looks  to  future 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Richard  Philbrick. 
for  18  years  the  religion  editor  for  the 
Chicago  Tribune,  is  retired  now,  living  in 
Washington,  D.C.  So  he  didn’t  attend  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  board 
meeting  Nov.  4*5  in  Cleveland.  But  in  an 
Interview  with  Associate  Editor  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Mr.  Philbrick,  a  United 
Church  of  Christ  layman,  recalled  some 
of  the  major  personalities  and  issues 
which  the  NCC  has  faced  and  which  he 
has  reported  over  much  of  the  council's 
30-year  history. 

•  •  • 

Q.  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  United 
Methodism’s  Indiana  Area  is  the  fourth 
in  the  UMC  tradition  —  including  former 
Methodists  and  EUBs  —  to  head  the 
council.  What  are  some  of  your 
impressions  of  the  three  who  preceded 
him? 

A.  The  first,  in  1952-54,  of  course,  was 
Bishop  William  C.  Martin  of  Texas.  He 
followed  the  council’s  first  president, 


Wm.  C.  Martin 


Reuben  Mueller 


Episcopal  Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherrill,  a 
man  of  dynamic  actions  and  personality. 
Bishop  Sherrill  had  a  bit  of  the  aristocrat 
about  him  and  he  had  led  the  council 
through  the  difficult  days  of  transition 
from  the  old  Federal  Council  of 
Churches.  He  had  pushed  and  pulled 
skillfully,  but  he  was  a  bit  abrasive. 

Along  came  Bishop  Martin.  He  was  a 
much  quieter  personality,  without  the 
colorfulness  of  Sherrill.  Yet  he  was  a 
more  genuine  leader  than  Sherrill 
because  he  sincerely  enlisted  empathy 
and  acquiescence  of  people  by  allowing 
easy-going  debate.  He  was  not  nearly  as 
precise  procedure  lly  as  Sherrill  and  was 
more  willing  to  say,  “Maybe  someone 
has  a  better  idea.”  He  would  say 
something  like,  “All  right,  we  are  here. 
We’ve  gone  over  the  most  rocky  portions 
of  the  road.  Now  let  us  proceed.” 

Q.  What  were  some  major  issues 
before  the  council  in  those  early  years? 

A.  The  Communist  threat  was,  to  some 
degree.  The  World  Council  of  Churches 
was  considering  whether  to  admit  the 
Russian  Orthodox  church  into  its  body, 
and  that  was  felt  in  the  National  Council. 
Peace  was  a  big  issue;  the  war  was  not 
that  far  past.  The  United  Nations  was 
taking  shape.  In  domestic  affairs  the 
nation  was  prosperous  and  unified  and 
the  church  was  growing.  But  the  racial 
issue  was  on  the  horizon,  coming  through 
like  flashes  of  lightning.  “McCar- 
thyism,”  of  course,  was  a  big  issue. 
Bishop  Oxnam  (Methodist  G.  Brom¬ 
ley  Oxnam)  had  gone  through  some 
real  difficulties  with  the  House 


Committee  on  Un-American  Activities, 
and  that  made  a  big  impression  on 
church  leaders.  On  the  whole  the  church 
felt  rather  good;  not  complacent,  but  not 
nearly  as  unhappy  as  it  did  pi  other 
periods. 

Q.  The  next  NCC  president  from  the 
United  Methodist  tradition  was  Bishop 
Reuben  C.  Mueller  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  in  1966-69.  What 
do  you  remember  about  him? 

A.  He  brought  a  family  feeling  to  the 
National  Council.  The  EUB  church  was  a 
small  one  in  which  all  the  leaders  of  any 
consequence  were  cousins  or  lifelong 
friends  of  each  other.  Bishop  Mueller 
was  quite  a  change  from  the  United 
Presbyterian,  Eugene  Carson  Blake, 
whom  he  succeeded.  He  had  always 
operated  among  friends,  and  he  said  to 
the  council  he  would  presume  that  would 
continue  until  he  saw  otherwise. 

Bishop  Mueller  did  a  good  job  presid¬ 
ing.  He  was  no  parliamentarian  and  he 
sometimes  lost  his  place.  But  he  always 
had  a  rather  nice  rejoinder  and  never  pre¬ 
tended  that  he  hadn’t  lost  his  place.  He 
would  get  a  rather  soaring  laugh  from 
the  audience. 

The  big  issue  then  in  the  council  was 
race.  The  Methodists  were  phasing  out 
their  old  Central  Jurisdiction.  Bishop 
Mueller  made  no  scintillating  speeches 
and  showed  no  flamboyance,  but  he 
insisted  that  the  blacks  were  going  to 
make  a  real  contribution  to  the  council 
and  he  marched  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  them. 

Q.  All  right,  succeeding  Bishop  Mueller 
as  National  Council  president  in  1966-69 
was,  interestingly,  a  Methodist  layman, 
Arthur  Flemming.  What  about  him? 

A.  Flemming  was  far  and  away  the 
best  writer  of  them  all,  though  Sherrill 
was  very  good.  It  was  a  great  thing  for 
Flemming.  He  was  able  to  deliver  his 
message  in  writing  very  effectively.  He 
was  a  brilliant  man,  as  much  as  any  who 
has  presided  over  the  council.  He  didn’t 
have  the  color  and  outgoing  personality 
of  some,  so  he  won  respect  on  the  basis  of 
his  thinking,  his  ability  to  express 
himself,  and  his  hard  work.  He  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  council  work. 

Another  facet  of  Flemming  was  his  gift 
for  diplomacy.  As  a  former  member  of 
President  Eisenhower’s  cabinet  he  had  a 
tremendous  knowledge  of  different 
countries  and' cultures.  He  skillfully  used 
that  vast  knowledge.  Some  said  he  was 
too  diplomatic,  but  I  never  felt  that- way. 
He  was  that  rare  person  who  could 
exercise  diplomacy  without  sacrificing 
his  integrity.  In  a  way  no  other  National 
Council  president  did,  Flemming  knew 
the  personages  in  politics  at  the  time.  He 
was  extremely  sophisticated  in  the 
dictionary  meaning  of  the  word.  From 
the  press  table  I  always  admired  him. 
Middle  management  of  the  council 
particularly  had  a  high  regard  for 
Flemming. 

Q.  How  has  the  council  understood  the 
role  of  its  president? 

A.  The  National  Council  presidency  is 


not  a  figurehead  role.  If  the  president  is 
willing  to  work  hard  he  will  be  taken 
seriously.  The  NCC  president  can  and 
should  be  a  very  successful,  strong 
figure.  That’s  especially  important  now. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  that?  What’s  ahead 
for  Bishop  Armstrong? 

A.  Bishop  Armstrong,  of  course,  is 
known  as  a  very  outspoken  person.  But 
he  will  have  a  difficult  aggregate  of 
problems. 

For  one,  the  council  member 
communions  must  face  a  restatement  of 
what  they  hold  in  common  apart  from 
their  theological  convictions. 

Next,  the  NCC  has  always  been 
involved  in  social  issues,  and  it  must 
restate  its  position  on  a  number  of  those 
subjects.  The  old  pronouncements  no 
longer  pertain.  This  will  require  a  good 
deal  of  re-thinking. 

Education  is  one  example,  from  public 
school  to  seminaries.  The  council  must 


These  two  photos  are  not  before  and  after  shots,  but  two  existing  churches  in  the  Oklahoma  Missionary  Conference.  The 
older  church,  Little  Casita  and  the  newer  structure,  Broken  Arrow  UMC,  are  reminders  of  where  the  conference  has  come  from 
and,  with  strong  leadership  and  the  support  of  the  general  UMC,  where  it  is  headed. 

Filmstrip  tells  Indian  mission  story 

Now  education , 
ministry  pushed 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 


Arthur  Flemming  James  Armstrong 

re-think  a  lot  of  problems  involving 
seminaries.  Is  it  worthwhile,  for 
instance,  for  United  Methodists  to 
support  all  those  seminaries  when  so 
many  seminaries  are  in  Financial 
trouble?  How  about  the  National  Council 
promoting  more  shared  training  for 
seminarians? 

For  another  education  example,  who  is 
going  to  keep  private,  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  both  private 
and  church-related?  They  are  hurting  for 
money,  and  they  will  seek  it  wherever 
they  can  find  it. 

Another  subject;  The  whole  issue  of 
religious  freedom.  The  council  knows 
that  that  is  not  entirely  a  “New  Religious 
Right”  thing,  which  has  gotten 
altogether  too  much  spotlight.  But  a  lot  of 
religious  freedom  issues  are  going  to 
have  to  be  reconsidered,  for  example 
school  prayer,  abortion,  taxation,  federal 
money  for  child  welfare  agencies  —  that 
sort  of  thing.  These  are  going  to  have  to 
be  re-thought. 

POSTSCRIPT:  All  three  United 
Methodist  former  presidents  of  the 
National  douncil  of  Churches  are  livirig. 
Bishop  William  C.  Martin  lives  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  Bishop  Reuben  Mueller  lives 
in  Franklin,  Ind.,  and  Arthur  Flemming 
lives  in  the  Washington  area. 

Mr.  Flemming  was  fired  last  week  by 
President  Reagan  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Commission.  A  strong 
advocate  of  civil  rights,  the  White  House 
reportedly  was  angered  by  Mr. 
Flemming’s  strong  positions  on 
affirmative  action,  voting  rights  and 
busing  to  achieve  school  desegregation. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  A  filmstrip  high¬ 
lighting  150  years  of  work  by  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  was  sent 
recently  to  each  of  the  other  72  annual 
conferences. 

“We  brought  the  church  to  this  part  of 
the  country,”  said  the  Rev.  David  Adair, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
conference.  “The  20-minute  film  and 
cassette  seeks  to  portray  what  we 
actually  are  —  a  United  Methodist 
conference.” 

The  $8,000  filmstrip  project  is  part  of 
the  conference’s  endeavor  to  inform 
United  Methodists  of  the  heritage  and 
future  of  the  Indian  missionary  con¬ 
ference. 

While  churches  were  established  150 
years  ago,  the  conference  was  first 
organized  in  1844.  The  emphasis  has  now 
shifted  from  general  mission  work  to 
education  and  upgrading  the  ministry. 

"We’re  emphasizing  more  youth 
programs  such  as  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  and  scholarship  and 
loan  programs,”  Mr.  Adair  said.  There 
has  also  been  more  work  in  children’s 
aid,  he  added.  “We  are  interested  in 
serving  our  community  through  our 
church,  not  making  the  church  our  whole 
community.” 

He  said,  however,  the  church 
community  is  still  working  at  getting 
itself  together.  The  conference, 
comprised  of  almost  8,500  members  with 
some  108  churches  in  Oklahoma,  Texas 
and  Kansas,  has  some  30  tribes 
represented  among  its  members,  the 
largest  groups  being  Choctaw,  Creek, 
Chickasaw  and  Kiowa.  All  but  one  pastor 
is  Native  American. 

Mr.  Adair  said  much  of  the  churches’ 


properties  and  buildings  need  repair. 
This  requires  money  that  individual 
congregations  cannot  come  up  with  on 
their  own  because  of  the  below-average 
income  of  many  members.  The 
conference  also  needs  to  build  more 
churches  in  “population  centers”  as 
more  Native  Americans  are  moving  to 
larger  towns  and  cities  to  find  better 
jobs.  “We  now  have  only  24  churches  in 
population  centers.  We  need  more,”  he 
said. 

But  the  biggest  problem  facing  the 
church  is  what  Mr.  Adair  termed  the 
“socio-psychological”  differences 
between  the  various  tribes.  Finding 
common  ground  so  they  can  work 
together  is  not  easy,  he  said.  “Here  we 
are,  30  different  tribes,  trying  to  build 
something  together.  People  on  the 
outside  don’t  realize  we  are  all  part  of 
different  cultures.  We  don’t  all  think  nor 
act  the  same.  It’s  hard  to  know  where  to 
start  with  something  like  that.  ” 

Still  there  are  ways  of  working 
together  and  the  filmstrip  explains  how 
the  conference  does  it.  The  sense  of  unity 
is  evident  in  the  conference’s  efforts  to 
recruit  and  ordain  Native  American 
ministers  to  serve  within  the  conference. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface,  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  recruiter,  is  working  closely  with 
area  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  in 
stirring  the  interests  of  young  men  and 
women  considering  the  ministry.  The 
conference’s  first  diaconal  ministers  — 
both  women  —  have  begun  to  serve  two 
areas  in  Oklahoma,  Mr.  Adair  said. 

Mr.  Adair  said  the  conference  has 
received  $114,000  in  Ethnic  Minority 


Local  Church  priority  funds  for  staff 
salaries  ($55,000),  diaconal  ministries 
($40,000),  and  seminary  recruiting 
efforts  ($19,000).  The  conference  has 
received  “substantial  EMLC  funds”  for 
building  and  renovating  church 
buildings.  EMLC  funds  provided  the 
money  to  build  two  new  parsonages  and 
make  some  major  repairs  on  existing 
structures,”  he  said. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  New  on  the  job. 
diaconal  minister  Becky  Thompson, 
right,  pauses  to  greet  Geneva  Foote,  a 
lay  member  in  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  conference.  The  diaconal 
ministry  and  increased  lay  participation 
are  two  of  several  indicators  of  progress 
in  leadership  development  within  the 
conference.  oimc  photos 


Supports  controversial  report 

Board  lauds  changes,  coverage 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  A  newspaper  ministry 
which  has  been  best  known  for  years  by 
the  name  of  one  state  —  Texas  —  and  one 
denomination  —  United  Methodist  —  not 
only  lost  its  old  name  but  became  both 
symbolically  and  actually  more  truly 
national  and  multi-denominational  here 
Nov.  19-21. 

The  occasion  was  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors  for  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  These  directors 
come  from  41  of  United  Methodism’s  73 
annual  conferences  whose  news  publica¬ 
tions  are  a  part  of  the  UMR  system. 

An  impressive  litany  celebrating  past, 
present,  and  future  marked  the  retiring 
of  the  name  “The  Texas  Methodist.” 
Henceforth  the  entire  parent-denomination 
newspaper  network  will  go  under  the  name 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

But  the  directors  almost  in  the  same 
stroke  affirmed  the  creation  of  UMR’s 
new  sister  publication.  The  National 
Christian  Reporter.  This  was  the  first 
time  this  action,  approved  by  UMR’s 
executive  committee  on  recommendation 
of  the  staff  last  spring  on  something 
of  an  emergency  basis  —  had  come  before 
the  full  board. 

Editor-General  Manager  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  reported  that  NCR,  after  six 
months  of  publication,  has  27  local 
church  editions  with  a  weekly  circulation 
in  excess  of  23,000.  These  serve  congre¬ 
gations  among  eight  denominations  — 
Presbyterian,  Disciples,  National 
Baptist,  Southern  Baptist,  Lutheran, 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Assembly  of 
God,  and  Independent. 

The  new  NCR  circulation  added  to 
UMR’s  circulation  gives  the  newspaper  a 
total  circulation  exceeding  525,000.  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  also  starting 
during  1981  now  publishes  monthly  news¬ 
papers  for  agencies  related  to  six 
denominations,  with  a  circulation 
totaling  nearly  200,000. 

Growth  in  1981  led  to  the  board’s 
adopting  budgets  totalling  more  than 
$5.5  million,  up  nearly  $1  million  over  the 
1981  budget. 

To  keep  pace  with  rising  costs, 
directors  approved  price  increases  both 
for  local  church  and  annual  conference 
editions  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
Directors  also  heard  Mr.  Dunnam 


report  on  the  uncertain  status  and  future 
of  proposed  postage  increases,  currently 
moving  through  congressional  commit¬ 
tees.  As  a  contingency  against  possible 
increases,  the  board  approved  continued 
development  of  a  “designated  postal 
reserve”  and  emergency  rate  increases 
should  the  threatened  doubling  of  Second 
Class,  non-profit  postage  rates  occur. 
The  latter  would  go  into  effect  only  if  Con¬ 
gress  eliminates  the  postal  subsidy  adopt¬ 
ed  in  1971  so  that  full  rates  could  be  “phased 
in”  gradually  over  a  16-year  period. 

The  board  re-elected  Mr.  Dunnam  and 
also  re-elected  Wayne  Sellers,  a  retired 
newspaper  publisher  from  Palestine, 
Tex.,  as  chairman.  New  vice  chairman  is 
the  Rev.  Willie  B.  Clay  of  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference. ; 

In  an  opening  session  reviewing  the 
past  year,  directors  discussed  such  high¬ 
lights  as  the  editor’s  challenge  to  debate 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  of  the  “Moral 
Majority.”  coverage  of  the  recent  con¬ 
ference  on  southern  Africa,  a  recent 
story  on  the  ecumenical  bail  bond  fund 
involving  a  convicted  killer  in  Oklahoma, 
and  trips  to  China  and  Cuba  in  1981  by 
editorial  staff  members. 

Responding  to  directors’  queries  about 
articles  related  to  the  early-October 
southern  Africa  conference,  Mr. 
Dunnam  said  that  in  his  15  years  with  the 
newspaper,  all  of  United  Methodism’s 
general  agencies  have  undergone 
significant  reforms  except  one  —  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  — 
which  he  said,  unfortunately  continues  to 
foster  an  image  that  all  general  church 
agencies  are  out  of  touch  with  grassroots 
concerns.  Mr.  Dunnam  said  that  he  and 
the  rest  of  the  Reporter  staff  stand  by  the 
accuracy  and  appropriateness  of  the 
controversial  report.  He  noted  that  there 
has  been  “an  utter  lack  of  substantive 
response”  by  BGM  officials  regarding 
the  revelations  and  concerns  which  were 
raised  in  the  “interpretive  analysis”  by 
UMR  Associate  Editor  Roy  Beck.  Mr. 
Dunnam  said  he  regarded  the  non¬ 
response  as  an  example  of  “flagrant 
disregard”  for  the  overall  well-being  of 
the  church  by  some  persons  connected 
with  some  divisions  of  the  mission  board. 

The  meeting’s  lightest  touches  came  in 
a  luncheon  address  by  a  former  editor, 
the  Rev.  Carl  Keightley,  now  retired.  He 


is  credited  with  fathering  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council 
through  which  the  annual  conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  own  and  operate 
not  only  the  Newspaper  Division  (the 
legal  publisher  of  the  Reporter)  but  also 
a  Media  Division  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Robertson,  and  an  Agency 
Services  division  headed  by  The  Rev. 
Jack  McGee 

Dr.  Keightley  traced  the  development 
of  the  paper  and  the  Communications 
Council  during  his  1959-68  tenure,  and 
garnered  laughs  with  several  droll 
remarks,  none  more  so  than  when  he 
remarked  that  the  Texas  Methodist,  “for 
135  years,  like  Lee  Harvey  Oswald’s 
body,  has  had  its  ups  and  downs.” 

—  JOHN  LOVELACE 

Bank’s  role 
in  Guatemala 
challenged 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn  (RNS)  -  The  Bank  of 
America  has  been  asked  by  the  World 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
“reveal  fully”  its  involvement  in 
Guatemala. 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  division  at 
a  meeting  here  charged  that  the  bank  is 
“deeply  involved  in  supporting  the  highly 
repressive  political/economic  power 
structure  in  Guatemala 

One  of  the  ways  the  bank  is  doing  this, 
the  resolution  said,  is  by  being  the  only 
corporate  member  of  Amigos  del  Pais, 
described  as  “a  right-wing  business 
group”  believed  to  be  an  active  supporter 
of  terrorist  activities  in  Guatemala. 

The  resolution  also  charged  that  the 
Bank  of  America  is  supporting  destruction 
of  organizations  of  workers.” 

The  bank  also  was  described  as  “the 
recipient  of  unique  privileges  on  its 
lending  terms  from  the  Guatemala 
government”  and  as  "the  major  banker 
for  the  largest  land  owners  who  form  the 
oppressive  oligarchy  of  Guatemala.” 

The  United  Methodist  division  noted 
that  it  was  identified  with  the  Bank  of 
America  through  its  use  of  the  bank’s 
investment  management  corporation  as 
its  investment  counsel. 


Cokesbury  for 


Come  to  Cokesbury  for  Christmas 
gifts  that  are  easy  to  give, 
delightful  to  receive.  Call 
or  visit  your  Cokesbury' 

Bookstore  today.  You'll  find  a 
wide  selection  of  gifts  to  meet 
every  need.  Or.  shop  by  mail 
from  the  Cokesbury  Regional 
Service  Center  serving  your  area 


Give  the  Gift  of  Music! 


Christmas  Memories.  10 

instrumental  v  ersions  of 
Christmas  favorites— ideal 
background  music  at 
church  functions  Regular 
ly  retails  for  S4  95 


Songs  of  Christmas. 

Titles  like  we  Three  Kings. 
Au.ay  in  a  Manger,  w  hat 
Child  is  This'’  sung  by  Ma- 
halia  Jackson.  Barbra 
Streisand.  Ray  Price  and 
the  Mormon  Tabernacle 
Choir  Regularly  retails  for 
S4  95 

C33-074102  2.99 


C33074341 


O  Holy  Night.  An  album  of  u  traditional 
and  contemporary  Christmas  songs,  per 
formed  by  the  Royal  Philharmonic  with 
Man  Martin.  Lawrence  W’elk.  Tanya  Tuck 
er  and  more  Regularly  retails  for  S4  95 
C33074135  2.99 


2.99 


Books:  The  Ideal  Christmas  Gift! 


The  Nativity,  by  Johanna  Hecht.  Illustrated  by  B orje  Si ensson  A 
three  dimensional  full-color  panoramic  movable  book  based  on  the 
exquisite  eighteenth-century  Neapolitan  creche  displayed  annually  at 
The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  DELACORTE 

D17-076715  9’95 

The  Life  of  Our  Lord,  by  Charles  Dickens  The  last  unpublished  work 
ot  the  author  of  Tlr  Christmas  Carol  brings  to  life  the  gospel  me  ot 
Jesus  Originally  written  for  Dickens  own  children  and  illustrated  in  a 
Victorian  st\  le  WESTMINSTER 

W03-067345  895 

You’ll  find  more  gift  ideas  in  your 
Cokesbury  catalogs  or  at  your  local 
Cokesbury  Bookstore. 


Retail  Division  of 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 


Prices  subject  ro  change 
Transportation  extra 
Add  sales  tax  l]  applicable 


1661  North  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge  IL  60068 


Order  from  (he  Regional  Serv  ice  Center  serving  your  area: 

1600  Queen  Anne  Road  1910  Main  Sireet  1635  Adrian  Road 

p  o  BOX  309  p  O  Box  298  Burlingame.  CA  94010 

Teaneck  NJ  07666  Dallas.  TX  75221 


201  Eighih  Avenue  Souih 
P  O  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 


Shop  In  person  or  by  phone  at  these  Cokesbury  Bookstores: 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia 
□avion  •  Denver  Englewood  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst  « 

Kansas  Cit\  •  Knoxville  •  Little  Rock  •  Los  .Angeles  •  Memphis 
Park  Ridge  •  Philadelphia  King  ol  Prussia  •  Pittsburgh 


Dallas  12  storesi 

Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville 
1  Miami  •  Nashville  <2  stores)  •  North  Canton 
Raleigh  •  Richmond  •  Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
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irood  Samaritan  Offering 
Set  F or  December  20 


During  the  Christmas  season, 
churches  in  the  Conference  will  be 
receiving  a  special  offering  for  the  Good 
Samaritan  Ministries. 

Already  a  major  Conference  event, 
this  is  only  the  second  year  for  the 
program. 

Six  .institutions  are  involved  in  the 
Good  Samaritan  Ministries  and  are  aided 
by  the  donations  taken  during  the 
Christmas  season  and  Easter. 

The  institutions  belonging  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Ministries  are  the  People’s 
Community  Center,  the  Retired 
Minister’s  Homes,  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital,  the  Lafon  Home,  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  and  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Posters  have  been  sent  to  churches  and 
should  be  placed  in  a  prominent  area 
somewhere  in  the  church.  The  poster 
announces  the  Advent  season,  “A  Song  of 
Hope”  and  calls  attention  to  the  special 
program. 

The  star  that  appeared  over 
Bethlehem  2,000  years  ago  was  a  sign  of 
hope  for  a  world  in  need  of  a  Savior.  This 
child,  whose  birth  the  star  proclaimed, 
was  to  grow  into  the  man  who  would 
fulfill  the  desires  and  needs  of  millions 
through  the  ages. 

Like  that  star  of  long  ago,  the 
ministries  represented  through  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  are  a  sign  of  hope  in 


our  midst  today.  These  various 
ministries  offer  fulfillment  in  many 
different  ways  for  a  variety  of  persons 
throughout  the  state. 

To  a  young  child  in  the  New  Orleans 
area,  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  a 
warm  haven  from  abuse  and  neglect. 

Three  hundred  miles  away,  a  troubled 
adolescent  is  given  the  opportunity  to 
work  out  problems  in  the  stable, 
therapeutic  environment  of  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  age  spectrum, 
Lafon  Home  still  seeks  to  serve  the  needs 
of  senior  citizens  once  again  as  it  did  so 
well  for  over  100  years. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  provides  excellent  medical 
services  to  patients  from  throughout  the 
surrounding  Gulf  Coast  region  as  well  as 
from  the  eastern  section  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board 
offers  residences  across  the  state,  not 
only  for  retired  ministers,  their  spouses 
and  widows,  but  also  to  ministers  and 
their  families  who  are  in  need  of 
temporary  living  arrangements  during 
periods  of  illness  or  incapacitation. 

Persons  from  the  very  young  to  the 
elderly  find  a  variety  of  services  and 
opportunities  available  to  them  through 
the  People’s  Community  Center,  located 
in  an  urban  New  Orleans  neighborhood. 


These  are  the  Good  Samaritan 
Ministries  of  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist.  Together,  these  servant  agencies  of 
our  church  constitute  a  shining  symbol  of 
God’s  love  to  the  people  of  Louisiana 
regardless  of  race,  age,  sex  or  religious 


affiliation. 

On  Dec.  20,  "United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  will  have  an  opportunity  to  do 
their  part  to  keep  the  star  burning 
brightly. 


Children ’s,  Home  Sets  Schooling 
As  Primary  Objective  at  Institution 


Rev.  Douglas  Williams,  Jr.,  Chaplain  and  Director  of  Public  Relations,  and  Mrs. 
Jan  McKethan,  Director  of  Educational  Services,  examine' some  of  the  materials  in 
the  classroom  where  children  begin  at  MCH. 


Mignon  Martin  has  been  at  MCH  for  21 
years.  Before  coming  there,  she  was  the 
cook  for  President  Ropp  at  Louisiana 
Tech. 


Mrs.  Margie  Shaw,  wife  of  a  retired 
minister,  is  Secretary  for  the  Executive 
Director.  She  says  that  her  job  goes  far 
beyond  the  usual  secretarial  routines  of 
typing  and  filing. 


Notice  To  All  Pastors 

The  Packet  for  the  Annual  Conference  Report  was 
mailed  from  the  Conference  Office,  Monday,  Nov.  30. 
It  contains  the  Worksheet  for  your  Conference 
Report,  a  white  sheet  of  instructions  and  some 
information  you  will  need  to  prepare  for  Pensions. 

In  addition,  your  superintendent  will  have  given 
you  a  sheet  to  be  filled  for  preparing  the  Cabinet 
Workbook. 

Be  certain  you  file  all  material  so  that  it  will  be 
readily  available  when  you  prepare  for  the  District 
Audit. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  your  District 
Superintendent  or  the  Conference  office. 


By  BYRL  MORELAND 

(ED.  NOT&  This  is  the  second  of  three 
articles  aboiiV  the  Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Ruston.  This  institution  is  one  of 
six  owned  and  supported  by  Good 
Samaritan  Ministries.  Your  church  will 
be  receiving  that  offering  during 
Christmas.) 

A  little  brochure  about  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  says, 
“Children  accepted  into  residential 
group  care  must  be  capable  of  attending 
public  schools.”  It  is  obvious  to  one  who 
visits  MCH  that  this  is  a  primary 
objective. 

Saying  that,  however,  is  much  easier 
than  the  reality.  Take  a  13-year-old  girl 
whose  father  walked  out.  Add  all  of  the 
problems  of  a  typical  adolescent.  Mix  in 
her  mother’s  desperation  for  survival 
and  love.  Add  a  new  father  who  would 
prefer  that  she  not  be  around.  Stir  in  loss 
of  interest  in  school,  a  sliding 
nonchalance,  and  a  few  spoons  of  hurt. 
You  have  the  perfect  recipe  for  a 
disturbed  child. 

How  do  you  take  that  little  person  and 
change  them  into  a  loving  teenager  who 
wants  to  try  again?  That  is  the  job  of 
Mrs.  Jan  McKethan,  Director  of 
Education  Services,  and  Cindy  Emory, 
classroom  teacher. 

Even  on  the  first  day  at  MCH,  a  new 
resident  goes  to  school.  During  the  14-day 
period  that  testing  is  being  done,  there  is 
a  one-room  classroom  where  Cindy 
teaches.  No  ordinary  teacher,  she  must 
be  able  to  handle  all  ages  —  from  6  to  18, 
and  to  teach  all  subjects:  math,  social 
studies,  English,  science,  and  reading. 

When  a  child  comes  into  her  room,  the 
first  task  is  to  find  out  where  they  are. 
Many  times  that  is  more  than  a  page  in  a 
book.  It  is  assessing  skipped  classes, 
unlearned  material,  or  blocked-out 
subject  matter,  because  another  hurt 
was  so  great  one  could  not  hear. 

There  must  be  books  for  every  grade, 
because  from  one  day  to  another 
members  of  the  class  shift  —  out  to 


public  school  —  back  to  a  home  situation 
—  and  nothing  stays  the  same.  One  giant 
problem,  according  to  Mrs.  Jan^ 
McKethan,  is  keeping  those,  bpoks.  Ope; 
Sunday  School  class  made  this  their 
project:  providing  money  enough  so  that 
McKethan  could  purchase  a  badly- 
needed  reading  program.  She  suggested 
that  other  churches  who  are  looking  for  a 
project  might  want  to  do  the  same  kind  of 
thing. 

When  evaluation  and  testing  have  been 
completed,  and  the  child  enters  the 
residential  program,  it  is  “off  to  public 
school.’’  This  is  the  place  Mrs'. 
McKethan ’s  major  role  comes  into  play. 
She  works  with  public  school  officials, 
the  school  board,  etc.,  to  see  that  each 
child  is  placed  into  the  appropriate 
program.  There  are  report  cards  to 
secure  from  the  previous  school,  birth 
certificates  and  psychological  records  to 
be  found,  physical  examinations  to  be 
completed,  to  meet  all  the  necessary 
requirements. 

Sometimes  the  “appropriate 
program’’  is  a  class  for  emotionally 
disturbed  children,  on  the  campus  of 
Louisiana  Tech,  but  a  part  of  the  Lincoln 
Parish  school  system.  McKethan  came 
to  Ruston  from  Wisconsin  and  worked  in 
the  local  parish  school  systems  for  2 
years  before  going  to  the  MCH  staff.  She 
feels  that  the  relationship  between  the 
school  and  the  Home  has  helped  provide 
an  excellent  for  personal  growth  by  the 
children. 

But  the  bottom  line  is  that  the 
cumulative  grade  point  average  of  MCH 
residents  was  2.50  in  1980-81  compared  to 
2.39  in  1979-80,  and  that  same  increase  in 
the  point  average  has  been  evidenced 
each  year  for  a  number  of  years. 

When  you  come  to  measure 
effectiveness  in  a  program,  surely  this  is 
one  place  to  look.  That  a  group  of 
children  who  have  been  emotionally  and 
physically  scarred  by  a  situation  not  of 
their  making,  can  be  turned  around  from 
a  haphazard  existence,  and  become 
outstanding  students  —  surely  that  is 
where  the  church  belongs. 
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Attention  Christian  Educators 

The  Louisiana  Conference  CEF  will  hold  their  winter  retreat 
Feb.  8-9  at  Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria. 

Barbara  Garcia,  Director  of  Children  and  Worship  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  be  the  retreat  leader. 

All  Christian  Educators,  Music  Directors  and  other 
interested  persons  are  encouraged  to  attend. 

For  more  information,  contact  one  of  the  chapter  officers. 
The  officers  are  Shirley  Arnold  of  the  Gretna  United  Methodist 
Church,  President;  Lura  Hunter  of  the  University  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  in  Lake  Charles,  Vice  President;  Laura  Sawyer 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles, 
Secretary /Treasurer. 

Garcia  will  be  helping  with  programs  including  children  and 
how  they  may  be  included  in  worship. 

President  Arnold  says  it  will  be  a  great  two  days  and  all 
interested  should  plan  to  join  the  workshop. 


Freeman  Celebrates 
83  at  St.  Marks 


Evelyn  Harrison  Freeman,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Ephriam 
Freeman  Sr.,  is  shown  with  some  of  her  children  and 
grandchildren  on  the  celebration  of  her  83rd  birthday  at  the  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Freeman  is  a  Communion  Steward  at  the  church.  The  Rev. 
Kenneth  McLaurin  Fisher  is  the  pastor. 


St.  Luke  Tops  25 
With  Old  Friends 


St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles  celebrated 
25  years  of  service  with  a  weekend  of  festivities  including  a 
spaghetti  dinner  and  a  show  Saturday  night. 

Sunday  featured  a  worship  service  with  three  of  the  charter 
members  filling  in  history  and  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  William 
Peeples  delivering  the  sermon. 

Other  former  ministers  included  Dr.  Ray  Branton  and  the 
Rev.  Peter  Harrington. 

Linda  Simmons  and  Fane  Peeples  cut  the  cake  during  the 
celebration. 
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Advent  season  should  prepare  us 
to  ‘keep  Christ  in  Christmas’ 


am,  the  beauty 

ANP  MA&SlFlCIMa 
Of  WINTER' 


The  Christian  community  “officially” 
moved  last  Sunday  into  die  season  of 
Advent.  Traditionally  defined,  Advent  is 
a  time  of  penitential  preparation  for  cele¬ 
brating  the  coming  of  the  Savior  — 
Christmas. 

In  recent  decades  the  church  has  found 
its  preparation  for  the  celebration  of 
Christ’s  coming  trailing  by  several 
weeks  the  beginning  of  the  secular  and 
commercial  preparation  and  heralding 
of  Christmas-sans-Christ. 

Unshackled  by  a  church  calendar  be¬ 
ginning  four  Sundays  before  Christmas, 
the  secular  world  is  free  “officially”  to 
launch  Christmas’  “special  activities” 
and  “special  sales”  earlier  each  year  — 
and  does  so. 

The  commercial/secular  emphasis  has 
attached  itself  so  closely  to  our  time  of 
Holy  celebration  that  we  cannot  escape 
its  effects,  no  matter  how  hard  we  try. 

We  are  not  willing  to  join  those  who 
would  condemn  all  the  secular  pleasant¬ 
ries  and  the  commercial  hoopla  which 
has  come  to  be  associated  with  Christ¬ 
mas.  We  do  share  the  frustration  and 


concern  of  those  who  say  it  is  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  prepare  oneself  in  today’s 
environment  to  experience  the  meaning 
of  Christmas  in  all  its  profundity  and 
simplicity.  It  is  far  easier  to  become 
caught  up  in  the  attitude  that  looks  upon 
Christmas  as  a  time  when  thousands  of 
business  houses  must  “make  it  for  the 
year,”  and  when  individuals  feel  free  to 
celebrate  in  die  most  lavish  and  self- 
serving  ways  imaginable. 

If  you  are  determined  to  "keep  Christ 
in  Christmas”  this  year,  we  urge  you  to 
begin  by  recalling  and  observing  the 
preparatory  season  of  Advent. 

As  Christians  we  are  called  upon 
continually  to  be  in  preparation  for  the 
coming  of  the  Christ  —  both  as  a  Present 
Reality  in  our  lives  today,  and  as  a  future 
fact  of  history.  In  our  individual,  family, 
and  church  group  activities,  we  should  be 
as  deliberate  and  exact  in  our  plans  for 
spiritual  enrichment  during  the  Advent 
season  as  we  are  in  the  planning  for 
dinner  on  Christmas  day,  for  Sunday 
school  parties  and  for  what  gifts  to  buy 
for  those  we  love. 


SlOW  ME  VOWN, 
LORP  SO  I  CAN 
f£A ST  MY  SOUL 
UFDN  YOUR 
MANPfWOPK 


My  Witness 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  4, 1981 


In  the  name  of  God  Almighty, 
for  the  sake  of  mankind 


God  can  help  most  if  we 
make  effort  to  do  our  part 


Clergy’s  high  rating  as  contributor 
to  ‘good  of  society’  encouraging 


What  professional  group  contributes 
the  most  to  “the  general  good  of  society” 
in  this  country? 

The  Gallup  Poll  people  recently  sur¬ 
veyed  a  cross-section  of  Americans  and 
found  that  the  highest  percentage  went  to 
members  of  the  clergy.  On  a  scale  of  1  to 
10  —  with  10  the  highest  —  46  percent  of 
those  surveyed  rated  clergy  either  9  or 
10. 

.  The  professional  group  scoring  next 
highest  was  medical  doctors,  at  41 
percent. 

Earlier  Gallup  had  reported  that  this 
same  survey  cross-section  group  rated 
members  of  the  clergy  highest  for  their 


“honesty  and  ethical  standards”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  2). 

We  believe  this  is  a  remarkable  double- 
barreled  affirmation  for  the  professional 
clergy  and  we’re  delighted  to  report  such 
findings. 

Members  of  the  cloth  are  frequently 
stereotyped  as  unethical  shysters  on  tele¬ 
vision  and  other  forms  of  mass  media, 
and  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  others  are 
often  taken  for  granted.  It  is  encouraging 
to  note  that  those  who  answer  God’s  call 
to  the  ordained  ministry  are  more  favor¬ 
ably  perceived  by  the  public  —  with  good 
reason  we  believe  —  as  among  those  who 
contribute  most  to  “the  general  good  of 
society.” 


By  ALICE  M.  LEARY 
For  the  past  two  or  three  years,  I  have 
repeated  to  myself  the  words  of  the 
following  poem  every  morning  and  at 
night  upon  retiring. 

My  Hand  in  God's 
Each  morning  when  I  wake  I  say, 

“I’ll  place  my  hand  in  God’s  today” ; 

I  know  He’ll  walk  close  by  my  side 
My  every  wandering  step  to  guide. 

He  leads  me  with  the  tenderest  care 
When  paths  are  dark  and  I  despair  — 

No  need  for  me  to  understand 
If  I  but  hold  fast  to  His  hand. 

My  hand  in  His!  No  surer  way 
To  walk  in  safety  through  each  day. 

By  His  great  bounty  I  am  fed; 

Warmed  by  His  love  and  comforted. 

When  at  day’s  end  I  seek  my  rest 
And  realize  how  much  I’m  blessed, 

My  thanks  pour  out  to  Him :  and  then 
I  place  my  hand  in  God’s  again. 

Anonymous. 

I  had  such  complete  faith  in  the  words 
of  the  poem  —  that  God  would  take  care 
of  me  —  that  I  neglected  a  sore  throat 
infection  and  head  cold,  not  giving 
myself  enough  time  at  home  to  recover 
from  them.  I  kept  going  to  meetings, 
lunches,  dinners  and  even  an  out-of-town 
conference,  and  each  time  I  went  out  in 


public,  I  picked  up  another  virus.  Several 
kinds  of  medication  were  prescribed  by 
the  doctor,  but  nothing  helped  the 
pounding  headaches,  sleepless  nights, 
heavy  sweats  and  aching  jaws,  which 
seemed  to  get  worse  instead  of  better. 

Finally,  after  an  elevated  tempera¬ 
ture,  the  doctor  insisted  on  my  being 
admitted  to  a  hospital.  For  the  three 
weeks  before  I  entered  the  hospital, 

I  “lost”  my  faith  in  the  words  of  the  poem 
and  could  not  seem  to  even  pray  to  God 
with  my  usual  confidence  that  He  would 
hear  me  and  help  me.  Later,  I  found  out 
that  my  pastor  asked  for  prayers  for  me 
when  I  was  admitted,  and  several  of  my 
friends  were  also  praying  for  me  —  so  the 
“line”  was  open  to  God  in  my  behalf,  even 
though  I  thought  He  had  forsaken  me. 

When  I  began  to  improve,  with  a  change 
in  medication,  I  told  the  Sister  who 
visited  me  each  morning  about  my  “lost 
faith”  and  she  replied  that  I  had  not  done 
my  part.  I  realized  then  that  God  couldn’t 
help  me  unless  i  took  care  of  myself,  and 
I  am  a  much  wiser  person  than  before. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Ms.  Alice 
M.  Leary,  is  a  member  of  the  Tabernacle 
UMC  in  Binghamton,  New  York 


By  SKIP  JOHNSON 

Ever  since  the  beginning  of  human 
history,  people  have  felt  compelled  to 
have  a  bigger  stick  than  their  neighbor’s. 
When  people  lived  in  caves,  a  bigger  club 
would  do.  But  as  they  grouped  into  tribes 
and  tribes  became  nations,  the  clubs  be¬ 
came  guns  and  the  guns  became  bombs. 
Today,  after  thousands  of  years,  we 
finally  have  succeeded  in  building  and 
putting  into  place  a  weapon  so  powerful  it 
not  only  can  destroy  our  neighbors,  but 
the  entire  human  race  as  well.  Yet,  al¬ 
though  the  only  advancement  left  now  is 
to  shorten  the  time  span  between  the 
onset  of  a  nuclear  war  and  the  end  of 
humanity,  we  continue  to  seek  bigger 
and  better  weapons. 

Is  there  any  real  hope  for  peace  on 
Earth  and  good  will  among  men? 

Of  course  there  is.  God  has  always 
been  offering  us  the  gift  of  peace.  As  with 
all  God’s  gifts,  we  do  not  deserve  it, 
cannot  get  it  elsewhere,  need  it  now,  do 
not  comprehend  how  it  is  possible  —  and 
all  we  have  to  do  to  receive  it  is  to  accept 
it.  But  to  accept  it  we  first  must  see  it, 
and  to  see  it  we  first  must  look  back. 

So  we  look  at 
Christ’s  teachings, 
and  what  do  they  tell  i 
us?  Only  two  things: 
that  we  must  love  God, 
and  love  one  another. 

The  New  Testament 
word  for  love  —  the  \  __ 

Greek  word  agape  —  \ 

does  not  mean  we  Skip  Johnson 
must  love  our  enemy  the  same  way  we 
love  our  nearest  and  dearest;  it  doesn’t 
even  mean  we  have  to  like  him.  It  simply 
means  we  must  seek  his  highest  good 
under  any  circumstances. 

U.S.  has  no  choice 

Since  it  is  impossible  to  seek  anyone’s 
highest  good  while  preparing  to  annihi¬ 
late  him,  the  United  States  is  left  with  no 
choice  if  we  really  are  a  nation  under 
God:  we  must  take  our  fingers  off  the 


J Letters  to  the  Editor 

i  Intercessory  prayer  is  an  important  task  for  the  pastor 


To  the  Editor: 

-  The  Nov.  6  “My  Witness”  column  by 
fester  Sprenger  described  a  pastor’s 
T-eluctance  to  pray  an  intercessory 
prayer  for  a  woman  requesting  to  be 
healed  of  her  illness.  Although  there  was 
evidently  a  meaningful  exchange  be¬ 
tween  the  pastor  and  his  parishioner,  this 
prticle  raises  several  major  issues. 

For  a  minister  to  be  an  effective  pas- 
Ifor,  there  is  no  requirement  that  he 
'espouse  the  proper  theology.  Many  times 
..the  individual  may  not  speak  the  same 
theological  language  as  the  minister.  By 
his  standards,  their  theological  construc¬ 
tion  might  be  ill-formed  if  not  repugnant. 
The  minister  must,  nonetheless,  stand  as 
the  representative  of  God’s  care  and  the 
.  concern  of  the  community  of  faith  for  the 
.individual  in  pain  or  distress.  To  that  end 
,  the  minister  must  attempt  to  discern  the 
v  human  need  which  lies  behind  the  words 
-.Which  the  individual  might  employ. 
..Caring  is  neither  “liberal”  nor  “conser¬ 
vative,”  literal  or  non-literal,  well-let- 
.^tered  or  illiterate. 

A  second  major  issue  has  to  do  with  the 
'.nature  of  prayer:  A  whole  generation  of 
United  Methodist  ministers  have  ap- 
i ;  peared  on  the  scene  who  find  it  difficult 
.  to  engage  in  intercessory  prayer.  Indeed, 
prayer  is  not  a  means  by  which  God  is 
informed  of  events  or  requests  of  which 
He  was  heretofore  ignorant.  Nor  is 
prayer  a  means  of  manipulating  God  to 
'do  those  things  that  He  might  not  other¬ 
wise  do.  This  does  not  mean  that  the 
'pastor  cannot  graciously  offer  an  inter- 
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cessory  prayer  for  a  person  to  be  healed 
which  addresses  the  person’s  need  to  be 
comforted,  calls  upon  the  individual  to  be 
aware  of  God’s  presence  and  find  in  Him 
a  resource  in  time  of  trouble.  In  addition, 
such  a  prayer  might  express  the  fear  of 
the  person  that  they  might  not  be  healed 
and  their  anger  toward  God  for  the  same. 

Intercessory  prayer  for  the  sick  is  an 
extremely  important  task  for  the  pastor, 
in  my  judgment,  and  should  be  entered 
into  not  only  with  all  the  power  of  the  pas¬ 
toral  office  but  with  the  full  knowledge 
that  the  pastor  might,  himself,  be  the 
representative  of  God’s  presence  at  that 
moment.  Floyd  L.  Jennings 

Houston,  Texas 
We  are  exhorted  to  pray 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  really  pained  when  I  read  the 
Nov.  6  “My  Witness”  column  by  Lester 
Sprenger.  I  could  not  believe  that  he 
would  not  pray  for  the  healing  of  a 
woman  who  had  asked  him  to  pray  for 
her.  How  can  prayer  for  healing  be  “pre¬ 
sumptuous”  when  it  is  directed?  James 
5 : 14-16  is  a  prominent  example. 

Of  course,  God  knows  everything  about 
everybody,  but  that  doesn’t  eliminate  the 
need  for  prayer.  If  prayer  for  healing  is 
presumptuous,  then  all  prayer  is  pre¬ 
sumptuous,  even  Mr.  Sprenger’ s  prayer 
of  thanks.  But  we  are  exhorted  to  pray 
without  ceasing.  I  am  a  fairly  new  Chris¬ 
tian,  but  I  could  not  survive  without 
prayer  —  prayer  as  praise,  thanksgiving, 
of  intercession,  and  yes,  prayers  for 
healing  (some  of  which  I  have  seen  an¬ 
swered  directly). 

John  W.  MacDonald 
Stevensville,  Montana 

‘We  will  continue  to  pray 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  some  very  odd  feelings  about 
Mr.  Sprenger’s  experience  with  the  lady 
who  asked  him  to  pray  for  God  to  heal 
her.  When  she  asked  him  to  pray  for  God 
to  heal  her,  his  response  was,  in  essence, 
“I  cannot  pray  for  that,  it  would  be  pre¬ 
sumptuous  of  me.” 

There  are  so  many  passages  in  the 
Holy  Bible  that  are  contradictory  to  what 
Mr.  Sprenger  said  that  I  must  surely  be 
misunderstanding  him.  How  can  anyone 
who  has  read  the  last  few  .verses  of 
chapter  five  in  the  book  of  James  believe 
it  “presumptuous”  to  pray  for  healing? 
“Is  anyone  among  you  suffering?  Let 
him  pray.  Is  any  cheerful?  Let  him  sing 
praise.”  “Is  any  among  you  sick?  Let 
him  call  for  the  elders  of  the  church,  and 
let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing  him 
with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  “And 
the  prayer  of  faith  will  save  the  sick  man, 
and  the  Lord  will  raise  him  up:  and  if  he 
has  committed  sins,  he  will  be  forgiven. 
Therefore  confess  your  sins  to  one  an¬ 
other  and  pray  for  one  another,  that  you 
may  be  healed.  The  prayer  of  a  righteous 
man  has  great  power  in  its  effects.” 
(James  5: 13-16) 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  way  the 
above  scriptures  can  be  taken  out  of 
context  and  misinterpreted.  And  this  is 
only  one  example  of  many  that  can  be 
found  in  the  Bible  relative  to  the  power  of 
prayer. 

As  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  pray  to  the  Almighty  God 
through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  for  healing  for  ourselves  and 
others.  We  do  not  call  this  being  pre¬ 
sumptuous.  We  call  it  faith  as  a  little 
child. 

John  A.  Jackson 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 


God  heard  woman’s 

unuttered  prayer  request 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  with  regard  to  the  “My 
Witness”  article  by  the  Rjev.  Lester 
Sprenger  in  the  Noy.  6  issue,  (I  am  not 
sure  what  the  “witness”  was!  ) 1 

Forty  years  in  the  service  of  the  Lord 
and  Mr.  Sprenger  was  afraid  of  being 
“presumptuous"  before  God?  I’m  sure 
the  lack  of  his  prayer  would  not  have 
caused  healing  to  be  withheld  —  how¬ 
ever,  the  patient’s  faith  in  his  prayer  and 
God’s  love  would  have  helped  the 
healing.  He  was  right  when  he  said  God 
provides  healing  in  the  body,  but  the 
spirit  is  a'  big  part  of  that  healing  and  I 
hope  he  did  not  kill  hers.  Her  tears  were 
probably  tears  of  sorrow  because  he  did 
not  believe  the  many  scriptures  that  tell 
us  to  pray  for  our  every  need.  Her  smile 
was,  no  doubt,  a  blessing  with  a  prayer 
behind  it  for  his  enlightenment. 

The  Lord,  himself,  taught  us  to  pray 
for  daily  bread.  He  said  not  to  worry,  but 
he  never  said  “Don’t  ask!”  Paul  said, 
”...  in  everything  by  prayer  and  sup¬ 
plication  with  thanksgiving  let  your 
requests  be  made  known  to  God.” 
(Philippians4:6) 

Earthly  fathers  sometimes  push  their 
children  away  when  they  try  to  talk  to 
them,  but  God  never  does.  My  witness  is 
that  I  talk  to  God  about  everything.  I 
might  say  at  this  moment,  “Oh,  God,  are 
you  enjoying  these  beautiful  leaves  as  I 
am  right  now?”  Is  that  foolishness  or 
“presumptuous?”  I  believe  if  we  fail  to 
go  to  God  with  our  needs,  our  praise  will 
soon  cease,  too.  The  church  may  well 
ask,  “Where  have  all  the  people  gone?” 
They  are  looking  for  a  people  who  live  by 
their  “guide  book.”  “Trust  in  the  Lord 
with  all  thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto 
thine  own  understanding.  In  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy 
paths.”  (Proverbs 3: 5,6) 

I  am  sure  God  heard  the  unuttered 
prayer  of  the  lady  in  question  —  a  prayer 
of  the  spirit.  If  his  answer  is  “No”  we 
must  accept  it;  but  let  us  not  be  afraid  to 
ask!  The  Lord  knows,  but  he  taught  us  to 
pray!  Winnie  Anderson 

Conneaut,  Ohio 

Boycotters  fight  hunger 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Burton  Kirby’s  Nov.  6  letter  head¬ 
lined  “What  are  Nestle  boycotters  doing 
to  halt  starvation?”  exhibits  a  curious 
double  standard.  Nestle  —  which  has 
been  examined  and  found  guilty  by 
numerous  church  and  secular  agencies 
—  will  be  treated  as  innocent  until  Mr. 
Kirby  sees  the  proof.  His  fellow  church¬ 
men  are  guilty  until  proven  innocent. 
Here  then  is  my  proof  of  innocence. 

Nobody  denies  that  infant  formula  is  a 
necessity  in  some  cases.  That  is  one 
reason  that  the  boycott  and  the  WHO 
code  concentrate  on  the  misleading 
promotion  and  make  no  demands  about 
the  production  of  formula.  Under  Third 
World  conditions,  formula  is  a  dangerous 
substance  and  difficult  to  use  properly.  It 
should  not  be  used  when  breast-feeding  is 
possible.  Nestle  gives  one  free  can  to 
every  mother  on  leaving  the  hospital, 
mentions  no  dangers,  and  portrays 
bouncing,  healthy  babies  on  much  of  its 
promotional  material. 

When  the  mother  is  too  malnourished  to 
give  milk  —  a  rare  condition  —  the  cause 
is  poverty.  If  the  family  cannot  buy  local 
food  to  feed  the  mother,  how  can  it  possi¬ 
bly  afford  the  formula  which  costs  many 
times  as  much? 


Mr.  Kirby  asks  what  the  boycotters  are 
doing  to  halt  starvation.  One  of  the  insti¬ 
tutional  sponsors  of  the  boycott  is  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries ;  if  he 
really  wants  to  know  what  the  BGM  and 
UMCQR  are  doing  about  starvation,  his 
annual  conference’s  office  has  volu¬ 
minous  answers. 

Individual  boycotters  vary.  I  send 
money  against  hunger  through  UM  struc¬ 
tures  and  through  UNICEF.  But  the  most 
effective  action  that  I  take  against 
hunger  is  to  boycott  Nestle  until  they  stop 
promoting  sickness  and  malnutrition 
among  innocent  babies. 

Frank  Palmer 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Open  dealing  with  issues 
can  only  benefit  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  Nov.  13  issue  of  the 
Reporter,  and  the  extensive  comments 
therein  on  the  Oct.  23  articles  by  Roy 
Beck,  it  occurred  to  me  that  this  ex¬ 
change  illustrates  an  excellent  role  for 
church  journalism. 

For  a  long  time  I  have  felt  that  some 
form  of  exploratory  reporting  would 
benefit  the  church  press.  Naturally,  such 
reporting  will  raise  issues  that  are  con¬ 
troversial,  painful  and  even  divisive.  The 
fact  remains  that  such  issues  exist 
among  us  within  the  church.  Our  prob¬ 
lem  has  been  that  in  an  attempt  to  be 
pleasant  with  each  other  and  to  avoid 
shaking  the  timbers  of  church  structure 
we  have  kept  up  an  appearance  of  unity. 
I  believe  that  effort  has  not  been  benefi¬ 
cial  to  the  long-range  interests  of  the 
church  and  has  not  served  the  mission  of 
Christ  adequately. 

The  issues  being  raised  across  our 
denomination  are  dramatic  and  real. 
They  are  being  debated  by  laity  and 
clergy  in  a  multitude  of  situations.  I  am 
thankful  that  we  are  a  church  so  broadly 
representative  of  opinion  and  feeling. 
Open  dealing  with  fundamental  issues 
can  only  benefit  the  health  of  the  church 
and  exalt  our  real  point  of  unity  —  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ  —  God  come 
among  us.  Delton  Krueger 

Bloomington,  Minnesota 

‘Let’s  have  more 
information  about  Africa 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Conference  in  Solidarity 
with  the  Liberation  Struggles  of  the 
People  of  Southern  Africa  (UMR  Oct.  23, 
Oct.  30,  Nov.  6  and  Nov.  13),  try  again. 
You  asked,  is  it  pro-Soviet?  Is  it  pro- 
American?  Those  are  the  wrong  ques¬ 
tions.  The  key  question  for  us  United 
Methodists  must  be:  is  it  pro-Christian? 

We  look  to  the  Bible  and  tradition,  to 
our  experience  and  reason,  searching  to 
answer.  The  concern  of  the  people  of 
southern  Africa  for  justice  and  freedom 
is  certainly  consistent  with  the  past 
working  of  our  God.  Let’s  have  more  in¬ 
formation  about  Africa,  not  more  label¬ 
ing  that  makes  it  harder  for  us  to  hear. 

Gerald  Krause 
Beloit,  Wisconsin 

UMs  are  being  manipulated 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  “Too  much 
church  affinity  to  Marxist  agenda” 
(UMR,  Oct.  30)  was  timely,  as  illustrated 
by  the  previous  article  headlined  “UM 
endorsed  event  seemed  controlled  by 
pro-Soviets”  (UMR,  Oct.  23). 

The  fact  that  a  lot  of  the  suggested 
actions  by  this  conference  “fall  within 
the  scope  of  General  Conference  resolu¬ 
tions”  should  be  telling  United  Method¬ 


ists  that  we  are  being  manipulated  by 
pro-Soviet  groups. 

I  urge  United  Methodists  to  petition 
their  annual  conferences  to  call  a  halt  to 
such  “un-pa triotic,”  “anti-American” 
and  “anti-Christian”  actions. 

Billy  C.  Milroy 
Ronan,  Montana 

UMR  reports  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  how  much  I  appreci¬ 
ate  the  information  on  social  issues  I  re¬ 
ceive  through  the  church,  especially  the 
reports  from  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  your  editorials  and  reports  from 
other  United  Methodist  representatives 
on  various  committees  and  boards. 

Often  when  I  am  in  doubt  about  an 
issue,  I  depend  upon  this  information  to 
make  my  decision.  The  issues  are  always 
carefully  researched  before  a  decision  is 
made  and  the  presentation  is  always 
rational  and  there  is  no  special  interest 
involved  other  than  upholding  the 
church’s  Social  Principles  and  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  Christianity. 

The  best  thing  about  this  is  that  as 
members  we  are  free  to  agree  or 
disagree  with  our  church  without  any 
fear  of  repercussion.  Because  our  church 
does  not  force  its  positions  on  its  mem¬ 
bers  or  outsiders  as  some  churches  do, 
we  should  especially  respect  that  by 
giving  the  positions  careful  consider¬ 
ation.  Virginia  Watkins 

Minnetonka,  Minnesota 


triggers  of  our  nuclear  weapons,  in  the 
name  of  God  and  for  the  sake  of  human¬ 
kind.  This  is  not  to  say  we  should  “ban 
the  bomb.”  That  carries  a  legalistic 
connotation,  and  legalisms  cannot  solve 
the  spiritual  problems  (fear  masquer¬ 
ading  as  defense  and  greed  masquer¬ 
ading  as  means  to  the  better  life)  that  led 
to  nuclear  weapons  in  the  first  place. 
Rather,  we  simply  must  lay  down  our 
nuclear  weapons  and  dismantle  them  as 
a  gift  to  mankind,  from  God  through  us. 
We  must  give  God  a  chance  to  prove  His 
way  works.  And  His  way  —  His  promise 
—  is  that  He  will  do  His  part  when  we  do 
ours.  That  means  we  must  trust  Him 
enough  to  do  His  will  regardless  of  what 
anyone  else  thinks  or  does,  and  regard¬ 
less  of  what  we  perceive  the  conse¬ 
quences  will  be.  The  consequences  are 
God’s  problems.  All  we  need  to  do  is  trust 
and  obey  Him,  even  when  our  own  minds 
tell  us  His  way  is  unsafe  or  even  fool¬ 
hardy. 

Clear  example  given 

Christ’s  example  is  clear.  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  His  ministry,  He  chose  12  humble 
men,  not  12  armed  men.  Throughout  his 
ministry  He  taught  the  undefeatable 
power  of  agape,  not  the  power  of  bigger 
weapons.  And  at  the  end  of  His  ministry 
He  walked  calmly  to  His  death.  He  did 
not  rally  His  followers  to  prepare  for 
battle. 

As  a  result,  the  power  of  that  one  Gali¬ 
lean  preacher  carries  more  strength  in 
the  world  today  than  the  combined  po\yer 
of  every  nation,  every  empire,  every 
kingdom,  every  army  and  every  weapon 
that  exists  or  ever  has  existed. 

And  yet,  in  the  2,000  years  since  Christ, 
not  one  civilization  has  followed  His 
example,  and  not  one  has  survived. 
History  shows  the  great  civilizations 
invariably  follow  this  pattern:  from 
bondage  to  spiritual  faith,  from  spiritual 
faith  to  courage,  from  courage  to  liberty 
and  from  liberty  to  abundance.  But  there 
faith  is  lost,  and  abundance  leads  to 
selfishness,  selfishness  to  complacency, 
complacency  to  apathy,  apathy  to  depen¬ 
dence  and  dependence  back  again  to 
bondage. 

Cycle  must  be  stopped 

Bigger  or  better  weapons  have  never 
stopped  that  cycle  from  repeating  itself, 
but  it  must  be  stopped  now.  Humanity’s 
way  has  been  tried  for  thousands  of  years 
without  success;  God’s  way  has  never 
been  fried.  This  may  be  our  last  op¬ 
portunity  to  try,  for  somewhere,  some¬ 
how,  sometime,  someone  is  going  to  use 
one  of  those  weapons. 

Since  the  basic  reasons  for  our  weap¬ 
ons  are  moral  and  spiritual  weaknesses, 
the  solutions  are  moral  and  spiritual 
strengths.  And  that  puts  the  full  weight  of 
responsibility  squarely  on  the  church. 

Only  the  church  offers  hope  for  peace 
and  good  will  on  Earth  because  only  the 
church  is  the  Body  of  Christ  on  Earth. 
When  it  becomes  what  it  is  supposed  to 
be,  the  gift  can  be  accepted.  And  that  will 
happen  when  individual  persons  under¬ 
stand  that  the  church  is  not  brick  and 
mortar  and  stained-glass  windows.  It  is 
not  its  ministers  and  its  conferences.  It  is 
not  “them.”  The  church  is  us. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  J.  Walter  ("Skip")  Johnson,  is  a 
member  ofHibbon  UMC  in  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant,  South  Carolina. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


Here’s  the 
main  reason  for 
buying  life  insurance 


Happiness  is  knowing  those  you 
love  are  secure.  And  to  help 
achieve  that  security,  you  buy  life 
insurance.  After  all,  it’s  the  most 
sensible  and  affordable  kind  of 
protection  for  most  families. 

Happiness  is  also  knowing 
someone  has  cared  enough  to  plan 
ahead  for  your  welfare — making 
sure  special  needs  are  met  when 
the  time  comes. 

See  to  it  now  that  your  life 
insurance  is  adequate  to  meet  your 
family’s  needs  and  accomplish  your 
objectives.  Call  or  write  us  today! 

Call  toll  free  800-523-4810  (In 
Pennsylvania,  800-462-4950) 

An  Interfaith  Life  Insurance  Company 
For  Religious  Professionals 
And  Their  Families 
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World  hunger:  old  foe  that  can  be  whipped  , 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  World  hunger  is  not  only 
unnecessary  but  can  be  eradicated 
within  this  generation,  singer  John  Den¬ 
ver  and  Bread  for  the  World  executive 
Kimberly  Bobo  told  an  audience  here. 

“All  that  is  missing  is  the  political  will 
to  do  so,”  said  Mr.  Denver,  and  that  can 
be  changed  once  it  becomes  the  “popular 
will”  of  the  people  to  end  hunger. 

Mr.  Denver,  as  a  member  of  former 
President  Carter’s  Commission  on  World 
and  Domestic  Hunger,  and  Ms.  Bobo 
were  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
last  week  for  the  city’s  first  Interfaith 
Conference  on  Hunger  which  drew  some 
350. 

Ms.  Bobo,  substituting  for  the  ailing 
Bread  for  the  World  founder  Art  Simon  at 
the  last  moment,  said  “a  lot  of  people 
want  to  help  —  but  feel  helpless.  ’  ’ 

Both  she  and  Mr.  Denver  agreed  that 
fighting  hunger  is  not  a  priority  of  the 
current  administration  but  that  individ¬ 
uals  can  influence  that  by  asking  their 
elected  representatives  to  support  anti- 
hunger  measures. 

Bread  for  the  World,  a  citizens’  lobby 
which  seeks  to  influence  U.S.  hunger 
legislation,  has  38,000  members  banded 
together  in  regional  information  net¬ 


works  who  receive  newsletters  and  com¬ 
municate  with  their  elected  representa¬ 
tives  on  anti-hunger  legislation.  Of  these 
numbers,  approximately  10  percent  are 
United  Methodists.  Starting  in  1982,  Bread 
for  the  World  will  be  a  UMC  Advance 
Special  (“second-mile” giving)  project. 

Mr.  Denver  emphasized  that  the  hun¬ 
ger  commission  on  which  he  served  until 
1980  found  that  the  “world  has  the  where¬ 
withal  to  end  hunger  now. 

“We  produce  enough  to  provide  every 
person  on  earth  with  3,000  calories  per 
day  from  grain  alone.  What  we  feed  cat¬ 
tle  would  meet  the  needs  of  most  of  the 
deprived  people  in  the  world,”  Mr.  Den¬ 
ver  said,  criticizing  the  use  of  grain  for 
feedlot  beef. 

Mr.  Denver,  who  paid  his  own  way  to 
the  anti-hunger  event  here,  also  is  co¬ 
founder  of  The  Hunger  Project,  a  non¬ 
profit  education  and  information-dissem¬ 
ination  organization. 

“My  basic  feeling  is  that  hunger  will 
become  a  priority  (of  the  government) 
only  when  more  of  us  want  it  to  be,”  Ms. 
Bobo  said  during  their  joint  visit  here. 

They  agreed  that  people  need  to  know 
how  devastating  starvation  is  worldwide’ 
in  order  to  want  hunger  eradication  to  be 
a  personal  and  governmental  priority. 


For  example,  Ms.  Bobo  and  Mr.  Den¬ 
ver  said  that  from  15  to  20  million  people 
starve  to  death  every  year.  Mr.  Denver 
emphasized  that  these  people  do  not  die 
suddenly,  but  that  starvation  and  its 
related  diseases  take  time  to  kill. 

“What  must  it  feel  like  when  your  baby 
cries  because  it  is  hungry  —  and  you 
can’t  feed  it?”  asked  Mr.  Denver,  the 
father  of  two.  After  a  long  pause,  he  said 
softly,  “I  think  you  would  kill  to  feed  your 
child." 

Mr.  Denver  said  he  believes  the  best 
way  to  maintain  national  security  is 
through  eradicating  hunger  worldwide, 
to  prevent  the  “have  nots”  from  wanting 
to  take  from  the  “haves”  in  order  to  sur¬ 
vive. 

While  some  $900  million  is  given  an¬ 
nually  by  church  and  other  private  sector 
groups,  Mr.  Denver  said,  a  change  in 
giving  habits  will  not  be  enough  to  eradi¬ 
cate  hunger. 

“I’m  going  for  a  little  more.  I  want  to 
change  the  way  we  live  and  relate  to 
other  people,”  he  said.  “We  are  inter¬ 
related  and  we  need  each  other. 

“It’s  no  longer  ‘you  or  me,’  it  is  ‘you 
and  me,’  ”  he  said  to  sustained  applause. 
“If  we  can  learn  to  live  and  work  to¬ 
gether,  we  can  build  the  world  of  peace 


we  have  always  dreamed  of.” 

Ms.  Bobo  said  citizens  should  seek  to. 
influence  how  anti-hunger  and  develop-;' 
ment  assistance  funds  budgeted  by  the 
government  —  $4.6  billion  in  past  years 
—  are  allocated.  She  emphasized  that  the 
scale  of  government  aid  programs  is  so. 
massive  in  comparison  with  private  con-, 
tributions  that  Christians  have  to  be  conv 
cerned  about  continuing  and  reforming, 
these  programs. 

She  urged  several  steps  to  further, 
hunger  eradication  both  at  home  and 
abroad: 

Take  up  “offerings  of  letters”  to  be. 
sent  to  elected  officials  in  support  of  anti-, 
hunger  legislation; 

Work  in  election  campaigns  to  support 
those  who  make  hunger  their  priority 
(Bread  for  the  World  itself,  however, 
makes  no  monetary  campaign  contribu¬ 
tions);  ‘ 

Write  letters  to  the  editors  of  local 
papers  critical  of  elected  officials  who 
oppose  anti-hunger  measures ; 

Contribute  to  church-related  hunger 
projects  (for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  these  can  be  found  among  the  Ad-, 
vance  Special  or  “second-mile  giving” 
projects). 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS. 


Emergency  aid,  food  demand  up 

'Any  day ,  we  could  probably  find 
12  to  1 4  families  living  in  cars 


African  hunger  plight  worsens 

TIGRE,  Ethiopia  —  In  this  UNICEF  photo,  an  Ethiopian  mother  and  child  show  the 


effects  of  undernourishment  at  a  refugee  center. 


Gifts  for  the  Baby  Jesus 
taught  meaning  of  holiday 


By  EVELYN  WITTER 

As  December  approached  and  the 
stores  became  festive  with  decor¬ 
ations  and  appearances  of  Santa 
Claus,  my  two  preschoolers  were 
caught  in  the  commercialism  of 
Christmas. 

Telling  the  Christmas  story  made 
an  impression,  but  this  impression  did 
not  compare  with  the  effect  the 
bizarre  displays  had  on  them.  How  to 
combat  the  materialism  of  Christmas 
which  surrounded  tjiem  qvqi^whjsrq.I 
wondered.  How  could  I  tyelp  my  young 
children  understand  the  real  spirit  of 
Christmas? 

I  reviewed  the  Christmas  story  in 
my  mind  in  search  of  an  answer;':  little 
Child  in  the  manger  .  .  .  gifts  .  .  .  love 
.  .  .  hope  for  the  world.  I  also  thought 
of  Jesus’  teachings,  repeating  one^of 
my  favorite  Bible  verses,  When¬ 
ever  you  did  this  for  one  of  the  least 
important  of  these  brothers  of  mine, 
you  did  it  forme.”  (Matt.  25:40.) 

I  decided  what  to  do.  We  assembled 
the  creche  earlier  than  usual  and 
suggested  to  the  children  that  we 
bring  the  Baby  Jesus  gifts  for  His 
birthday.  We  would  put  the  gifts  by  the 
manger. 

“But  Jesus  can’t  get  the  gifts,  can 
He,  Mommy?”  our  five-year-old 
asked. 

“We  can  give  them  to  other  babies. 
It  is  the  same  thing,”  I  explained. 

“How,  Mommy?”  asked  the 
younger  child. 


"Giving  gifts  to  babies  in  orphan¬ 
ages  or  to  children  in  hospitals  is  the 
same  thing,”  I  explained.  “Because 
Jesus  loves  everybody  and  wants  us 
all  to  feel  good  —  especially  babies 
who  might  not  have  enough  clothes. 
When  we  give  to  those  in  need,  Jesus 
is  happy.  So  it’s  really  giving  to 
Jesus.” 

The  children  liked  the  idea.  During 
December,  when  we  went  shopping, 
we  selected  gifts  for  Baby.  Jesus.  Of¬ 
ten  <thfe  children;  agreed  to  give  up 
their  lookednforward-to  shopping 
treats  of  pop  or  candy  or  ice  cream, 
and  used  the  money  toward  booties  or 
diapers.  When  we  returned  home 
from  these  shopping  excursions,  we 
wrapped  the  gifts  and  laid  them  by  the 
creche. 

A,  few  days ,  before  Christmas  we 
gathered  ,  our  accumulated  gifts, 
placedjthem  in  a  basket,  anji  the  three 
of  us  took  them  to  a  nearby  home  for 
abandoned  infants.  The  matron 
thanked  us  profusely  and  told  us  of  the 
large  number  of  babies  in  the  home. 
“We  are  always  in  need  of  clothes,” 
she  said. 

My  little  ones  were  impressed.  They 
were  inspired.  They  were  happy,  too, 
because  they  felt  that  what  they  had 
done  was  important.  They  had 
learned  a  big  part  of  the  real  meaning 
of  Christmas. 

Ms.  Witter  is  a  free  lance  writer 
from  Milan,  III.  who  also  teaches  and 
lectures  on  creative  writing. 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor  v 
Church-related,  community  outreach 
programs  are  getting  —  and  responding 
—  to  what  some  say  are  a  record  number 
of  calls  for  help.  As  a  consequence,  the 
centers  are  facing  their  own  financial 
hard-times. 

Because  of  increased  calls  for  help, 
some  centers  fear  they  may  have  to  close 
in  the  next  year  or  even  in  the  next  few 
months. 


—Roland  Brammeier,  metropolitan  minister 


Two  new  groups 

The  centers’  workers  —  people  in  the 
business  of  helping  those  in  need  —  say 
they  are  seeing  two  new  groups  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  chronically  poor  people  who 
regularly  receive  their  help. 

The  newly  unemployed  are  coming  to 
outreach  centers,  often  after  spending 
weeks  trying  to  find  new  jobs  and  just 
after  learning  it  will  take  still  more 
weeks  to  qualify  for  public  assistance. 

Many  of  these  people,  church  outreach 
workers  say,  are  pulling  up  stakes  and 
criss-crossing  the  country  in  “rag-tag 
trucks.”  More  than  one  worker  recalled 
where  pne  group  of  travelers  moved  into 
a  jqity  abandoned  only  the  previous  week 
by  still  other  jobless  nomads. 

“The  working  poor”  make  up  the  sec¬ 
ond  group  hard-hit  by  across-the-board 
federal  cutbacks,  center  workers  told 
the  Reporter.  They  are  the  people  with 
such  low-income  jobs  that  they  still  need 
the  aid  they  received  until  this  fall.  They 
are  the  first  ones  excluded  from  supple¬ 
mentary  programs  as  income  eligibility 
rulep  tighten. 

“A  lot  of  the  working  poor  were 
already  just  barely  making  it,”  Bread 
for  the  World  executive  Kimberly  Bobo 
said  during  an  interfaith  hunger  confer¬ 
ence  in  Dallas.  With  across-the-board 
government  cutbacks  in  programs  like 
food  stamps,  Aid  to  Families  with  Depen¬ 
dent  Children  (AFDC)  and  the  Women, 
Infants  and  Children  (WIC)  supplemen¬ 
tary  feeding  program,  they  have  been 
the  first  to  feel  the  effects,  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Felder,  administrator 
of  the  Mallalieu  Centers  in  Fort  Smith, 
Ark.,  which  encompass  a  variety  of 
social  services,  including  food  pantries, 
said: 


Directly  opposed  to  Catholics 

UM  bishops  oppose  abortion  bans 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  the  United  States 
have  taken  a  strong  stand  against  a  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  to  prohibit  abor¬ 
tion,  a  stand  which  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops. 

In  a  resolution  adopted  here  Nov.  20, 
the  American  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  said : 

“Because  there  may  be  extreme  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  warrant  abortion,  and 
because  we  do  not  believe  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  should  reflect 
particular  religious  or  sectarian  points  of 
view,  we  stand  strongly  opposed  to  a  con- 
stitutiohal  amendment  designed  to  pro¬ 
hibit  abortion.” 

The  action  came  only  two  days  after 
the  Catholic  bishops  had  voted  to  support 
their  leadership  in  its  backing  of  the 
Hatch  anti-abortion  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment. 

The  United  Methodist  bishops  reaf¬ 
firmed  their  “belief  in  the  family  as  ‘the 
basic  human  community’,”  but  they 


also  cited  the  denomination’s  Social 
Principles  statement  on  abortion:  “Our 
belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn  human 
life'makes  us  reluctant  fo  approve  abor¬ 
tion.  But  we  are  equally  bound  to  respect 
the  sacredness  of  the  life  and  well-being 
of  the  mother,  for  whom  devastating 
damage  may  result  from  an  unaccept¬ 
able  pregnancy.” 

The  brief  document  made  no  reference 
to  the  action  taken  by  the  Catholic 
bishops,  but  note  was  made  of  that  action 
in  the  presentation  of  the  resolution. 

Only  brief  discussion  ensued.  Two  ef- 


People  in  the  news. . . 


800-527-9373 


IN  TEXAS  COLLECT  214-744-0346 


Bell  &  Howell 

IKS  PRICE  $938.00 

List  $1175.00 


SMpp*d  pr.pold  wh.n  check  comat  with  ordai 
A  service  of  the  United  Methodlit  Communication*  Council 


real 


Church  Resource  Systems 
P  O  Bo*  990  •  Dallas.  Texas  75221 


Volunteers  change  his  life 

When  the  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  from  the  Tennessee  conference 
went  to  Corozal,  Belize,  in  1979,  they 
had  no  idea  they  would  change  one 
young  man’s  entire  life. 

Now  Sydney  Flowers,  19,  and  his 
mother  Irma  Louise  are  thanking  the 
conference  for  funding  facial  surgery 
which  dramatically  altered  his  ap¬ 
pearance  and  his  life. 

Sydney  was  born  in  1960  with  a  hair- 
lip  and  protruding  teeth,  his  mouth  so 
misshapen  he  could  not  speak  clearly. 
He  had  surgery  as  an  infant  but  there 
was  little  improvement.  His  mother 
remembers  the  humiliation  Sydney 
felt  as  he  grew  up  with  adults  and  chil¬ 
dren  staring  at  him  and  making  fun : 

“I  would  tell  him  not  to  cry.  I  would 
tell  him  that  God  will  help  us  someday 
to  get  him  fixed.  I  held  onto  my  faith 
that  someday  God  would  send  help.  I 
never  gave  up.  I  never  ceased  to 
pray.” 

When  the  volunteer  team  came  to 
Belize,  Ms.  Flowers  worked  with 
them.  She  talked  to  Dr.  Sam  Luton, 
who  examined  Sydney  and  promised 


Sydney  Flowers,  before  and  after 
corrective  surgery. 


to  get  help  for  him  through  the  confer¬ 
ence.  The  money  was  raised  in  April, 
1980,  and  Sydney  flew  to  Nashville 
where  he  underwent  a  series  of  oper¬ 
ations  at  Vanderbilt  University  Med¬ 
ical  Center. 

Sydney,  now  a  handsome  19-year- 
old,  recently  wrote  to  the  conference, 
with  special  thanks  to  Dr.  Luton  and 
several  others: 

“I  cannot  explain  how  much  you 
people  mean  to  me,”  he  wrote.  “But  I 
do  want  to  say  that  you  mean  the  en¬ 
tire  world  tome.” 


“This  new  economic  trend  is  causing 
us  to  address  needs  among  lower  and 
moderate  income  people”  as  well  as 
those  depending  on  welfare. 


Layoffs,  shutdowns  factor 

But,  not  only  lower-income  people  who 
had  qualified  for  federal  income  aids  are 
facing  hard  times,  he  said.  With  the  na¬ 
tional  unemployment  rate  projected  as 
high  as  nine  percent,  many  workers 
whose  businesses  or  factories  have  mas¬ 
sive  layoffs  or  shutdowns  are  unable  to 
find  new  jobs. 

Bidwell-Riverside  Center  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  is  helping  more  people  this 
year  than  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

“We  are  seeing  what  would  be  called 
the  middle  class  —  now  unemployed  be¬ 
cause  of  the  closing  of  factories,”  said 
Jeanette  Spencer,  for  four  years  an  out¬ 
reach  worker  at  Bidwell-Riverside. 

She  said  about  10  percent  of  the  people 
seeking  help  at  her  center  are  doing  so 
for  the  first  time.  During  August  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  most  recent  months  tallied, 
the  center  gave  emergency  food  to  320 
persons  in  what  she  described  as  a  signi¬ 
ficant  increase. 

Rena  Mackrill,  director  of  Jeffco  Ac¬ 
tion  Center  in  Denver,  which  is  supported 
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by  area  churches  of  several  denomina¬ 

tions,  said  that  normally  the  center  has  a 
reserve  of  food  gathered  from  last  year’s 
holidays  that  will  last  until  about  Nov.  1. 

“This  year  it  was  exhausted  in  May. 
The  donations  we  receive  daily  are  going 
out  the  same  day,”  Ms.  Mackrill  said. 

“I’m  told  by  my  staff  that  the  type  of 
client  is  varying  from  previous  years,” 
she  said.  “The  person  traditionally  on  the 
welfare  rolls  still  is  being  served,  but  we 
are  seeing  lower  middle  class  people 
here  because  their  factories  closed  down 
in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  or  New  York. 
They’re  coming  to  Colorado  to  find  work 
in  energy-related  industries  —  and  fre¬ 
quently  finding  their  skills  are  not 
needed.” 

The  Rev.  Roland  Brammeier,  who  re¬ 
ports  newly  unemployed  people  from 
Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Florida  arriving 
at  his  Tucson  Metropolitan  Ministry,  said 
his  staff  is  seeing  about  eight  times  as 
many  as  anticipated  last  April  in  a  needs 
assessment. 

“The  office  is  full  right  now,”  he  said 
during  a  phone  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “We  are  seeing  people  of  all  ages 
—  from  19  through  75-years-old.  We’re 
dealing  with  local  people  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  eviction  notices  because  they 
couldn’t  pay  their  rent  because  they 


didn’t  get  their  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children  checks. 

“Now  we  are  seeing  this  mobile  popu¬ 
lation  which  comes  in  with  no  gas,  no 
food  and  a  car  full  of  kids,"  he  said.  “Any 
day,  we  could  probably  go  out  and  find  12 
to  14  families  living  in  cars  in  Tucson 
right  now.” 

Last  month  Mr.  Brammeier  met  with 
the  board  of  his  center,  which  includes 
representatives  from  all  10  Tucson  Unit: 
ed  Methodist  Churches,  to  discuss  how 
much  more  could  be  expected  of  their 
“very  supportive”  local  church  com¬ 
munity. 

“I  don’t  know  how  much  more  we  can 
push  the  church,”  he  said. 


Church  centers  also  get  cuts 

The  Reporter  informally  surveyed  sev¬ 
eral  community  service  centers  across, 
the  country  and  reviewed  part  of  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  centers  in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Ecumenical  Domestic  Hunger 
Projects  Network. 

Even  church-related  centers  receiving 
little  federal  funding  are  feeling  the  im¬ 
pact  of  more  people  who  need  help.  Some 
of  those  which  had  received  government 
funds,  CETA  and  VISTA  staffing,  report 
they  are  really  in  a  bind.  Martha  Robson 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church's  Urban 
Ministries  section  did  the  survey. 

Most  agencies,  in  reply  to  a  survey 
question  asking  if  “realistically  you 
think  you  can  survive,”  answered 
“Yes.”  Only  a  few  predicted  possible 
shutdown  either  within  the  next  few 
months  or  next  year. 


Cornerstone  laid  for  UM  archives 


MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  leaders  from  across  the  nation 
gathered  at  Drew  University  here  Nov. 
21  to  lay  the  cornerstone  for  a  building 
that  will  house  their  church’s  “mem¬ 


ory. 


The  brief  ceremony  launched  a  na¬ 
tional  campaign  to  help  pay  for  the  $2.75 
million  national  United  Methodist  Ar¬ 
chives  Center  which  is  already  half  fin¬ 
ished  and  running  a  month  ahead  of  its 
construction  timetable. 

The  holdings  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  will  be  moved  to  the  campus 
from  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  next  sum¬ 
mer.  The  new  archives  center  at  Drew 


forts  to  amend  the  statement  at  ihe  point 
of  broadening  it  to  encompass  “freedom 
of  choice”  or  re-stating  the  concern  for 
“the  sacredness  of  the  life  and  well-being 
of  the  mother”  failed. 

Comments  in  support  of  the  resolution 
as  presented  included  one  that  it  “re¬ 
moves  a  vacuum  of  silence”  by  the 
bishops  on  the  topic  and  affirmation  that 
it  is  “a  clear  statement  that  is  precise  — 
speaking  against  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment.” 

There  were  no  discernible  negative 
votes. 


Kung  warns 
of  3  trends 
in  society 


GETTYSBURG,  Pa.  (LC)  -  A  warn¬ 
ing  about  three  interrelated  and 
dangerous  trends  in  today’s  “disconten¬ 
ted  society”  was  voiced  by  the  con¬ 
troversial  Swiss  theologian,  the  Rev. 
Hans  Kung,  in  a  lecture  at  Gettysburg 
College  here. 

The  trends  cited  by  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  theologian  whose  teachings  were 
rebuked  in  1979  by  the  Vatican  were:  the 
loosening  of  morals  and  mores,  a  loss  of 
confidence  in  authority  figures  within  the 
family,  government,  business  and 
church  and  a  growing  focus  on  self- 
gratification. 

The  effects  of  these  trends  “are  any¬ 
thing  but  liberating,"  Dr.  Kung  said. 

The  well-known  theologian  and  author 
remains  a  professor  of  ecumenical  theol¬ 
ogy  at  the  University  of  Tubingen  in  West 
Germany  even  though  he  is  no  longer 
recognized  as  an  authorized  theologian 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  partly 
because  of  his  teaching  on  the  doctrine  of 
infallibility. 

The  53-year-old  theologian  said  Christ 
would  not  criticize  those  who  break  the 
rules  as  much  as  those  who  place  intoler¬ 
able  burdens  on  the  Christian  community 
by  the  imposition  of  rigid  dogma. 

“This  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  is  able  to 
convey  to  us  a  fundamental  orientation,” 
he  said,  “a  new  conscience,  new  attitude 
to  life,  new  motivations  .  .  .  new  actions 
for  the  humanization  of  human  persons 
and  societies  and  a  new  horizon  .  .  . 
which  permits  us  to  live  our  present 
earthly  life.” 

He  added,  "Only  a  truth-oriented,  and 
not  a  happiness-oriented  society,  can 
exist  .  .  .  only  a  truth-oriented  society 
can  survive.” 


will  open  next  fall. 

The  service  brought  together  for  the 
first  time  members  of  a  national  cam¬ 
paign  committee  who  met  beforehand  to 
map  fund-raising  strategy.  About 
$500,000  has  been  collected  or  pledged 
during  the  campaign’s  preliminary 
phase,  according  to  Drew  officials. 

Chairing  the  16-member  committee  is 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  of  the  Florida 
Area. 

One  of  the  largest  pledges  from  a 
single  congregation,  $25,000,  has  come 
from  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Madison,  located  on  the  edge  of  the  Drew 
campus,  200  yards  from  the  archives  cen¬ 
ter.  The  Rev.  James  S.  Tiller  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  proximity  had  something  to 
do  with  the  gift. 

“Our  congregation  and  administrative 
board  are  very  enthusiastic  about  having 
the  archives  near  us,  and  we  intend  to 
make  great  use  of  it  through  our  con¬ 
firmation  classes,  other  youth  groups, 
and  adult  education  program,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Tiller  went  on  to  point  out  that  the 
location  —  a  five-minute  walk  from  a 
commuter  train  station,  an  hour  from 
Times  Square,  and  minutes  from  inter¬ 
state  highways  on  all  sides  —  also  makes 
the  archives  readily  accessible  to  one  of 
the  greatest  concentrations  of  United 
Methodists  in  the  U.S. 

Stanley  J.  Menking,  director  of  de¬ 
velopment  for  the  archives  and  associate 
dean  of  the  Drew  Theological  School,  em¬ 
phasized  the  national  impact  of  the 
project. 

“Too  many  people  think  of  an  archives 
center  as  a  place  toward  which  every¬ 
thing  of  historical  value  gravitates  from 
other  parts  of  the  country,  only  to  disap¬ 
pear  into  a  kind  of  scholarly  'black 
hole,’  ”  he  said.  “In  truth,  the  ministry  of 
the  archives  staff  never  has  been,  nor 
will  it  be,  confined  to  any  one  center,  but 
will  continue  to  branch  out  to  the  whole 
church.” 

Mr.  Menking  said  an  archives  center 
“is  not  a  building  but  a  ministry,  not  old 
relics  from  the  past  but  the  story  of  the 
faith  of  previous  generations,  not  a 
luxury  in  the  present  but  a  necessity  to 
give  us  perspective  on  the  present,  so 
that  the  future  church  may  carry  out  its 
traditions.” 

In  comments  preceding  the  corner¬ 
stone  service,  Drew  University  Pres¬ 
ident  Paul  Hardin  and  Bishop  Hunt  point¬ 
ed  to  the  uses  the  archives  center  may 
serve  outside  the  church. 


“Because  the  history  of  our  church  fn 
America  parallels  so  closely  the  history 
of  the  United  States,"  said  President 
Hardin,  "secular  scholars  from  many 
disciplines  will  be  drawn  here,  right 
along  with  amateur  historians  and 
genealogists.” 

Agreeing,  Bishop  Hunt  said,  “The 
history  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  history  of  our  segment  of  human 
society  are  indissoluably  interwoven, 
and  this  magnificent  new  facility  will 
provide  a  splendid  place  for  these  two 
histories  to  meet." 

The  archives  center  will  provide 
300,000  cubic  feet  of  storage  in  a  two- 
story  underground  vault  —  large  enough, 
at  the  present  rate  of  accession,  to  ac¬ 
commodate  church  documents  well  into 
the  next  century. 


MADISON,  N.J.  —  Flanked  by  Bishop 
C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  Jersey  Area, 
left,  and  Roy  C.  Nichols.  Bishop  of  |he 
New  York  Area,  right,  a  workman  sets 
the  cornerstone  for  the  United  MethocUst 
Archives  Center  here  at  Drew  University. 
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CHINA 

Apr.  15-May  5.  1M2:  Shanghai,  Peking,  Sian,  Chang¬ 
sha,  Kweilin,  Canton,  Hong  Kong 
SOUTH  PACIFIC 

Oct.  tS-Nov.  is.  1982:  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Fiji 
(Springtime);  Write  Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  exp.  Tour 
Leader;  841  Pomona  Ave.,  Coronado.  CA  92118; 
714-435-5891;  Eve.  435-8747;  Free  brochure  and 
picture  shows 


Classified 


NEEDED:  A  COMMITTED,  enthusiastic  Minister (rf 
Music  for  growing  United  Methodist  Church  (790 
membership).  Send  resume,  picture  and  salary 
requirements  to  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 
3405  Peerless  Rd. ,  Cleveland,  TN  37311. 


ASSISTANT  PASTOR  NEEDED  immediately  in  S. 
E.  Florida,  1,000-member  church.  Salary,  housing 
and  duties  negotiable  Very  active  and  growing 
congregation  If  interested  contact  Robert  Kotecki 
Staff/Parish  Chairman,  150  US  Hwy  ai,  Tequesta, 
FL  33458.  (305)747-0440 


HAMMOND  ORGAN  —  retired  teacher  wishes  to  sell 
Model  C-3  with  percussion,  five  speakers.  Ideal  for 
your  home  or  church.  Mint  condition.  Exceptional 
buy.  $1,995.  (806  )  352-5782. 
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‘Pro-democracy’  group  has  UM  leaders  scrambling 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  Many  national  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  leaders  are  scrambling  to 
deal  with  a  new  organization  that  claims 
the  church's  general  agencies  don’t 
always  act  as  if  democracy  is  preferable 
to  Marxist-Leninist  communism. 

The  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  here  was  organized  less  than 
a  year  ago  to  challenge  mainline  denomi¬ 
national  agencies’  actions  and  literature 
which  appear  to  work  against  “human 
freedom"  in  other  nations. 

The  Institute  has  been  mailing  op¬ 
position  statements  and  alternate  study 
materials  into  thousands  of  local  UM 
churches  since  April. 

And  it  has  offered  resolutions  to  agen¬ 
cy  boards  of  directors  about  issues  the 
agencies  aren’t  addressing  —  chemical 
warfare  by  the  Soviet  Union,  persecution 


of  followers  of  the  Bahai  faith  in  Iran, 
religious  discrimination  in  Cuba. 

The  Institute  has  focused  its  attention 
on  the  UMC’s  General  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries  and  of  Church  and  Society. 

Those  agencies  took  the  unprecedented 
action  of  paying  private  researchers 
$4,000  to  investigate  the  Institute  last 
summer.  A  resulting  42-page  report  was 
released  last  month  to  UM  leaders  and 
officials  of  other  mainline 
denominations. 

Viewed  behind  closed  doors 
Then  during  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  in  Pittsburgh,  a  group  of  bishops 
and  agency  executives  discussed 
strategies  for  counteracting  the  Institute 
at  a  several-hours-long,  unpublicized, 
closed-door  session. 

According  to  a  few  persons  involved, 
no  consensus  was  reached  on  a  plan  of 
action.  No  official  statement  emerged 
from  the  meeting. 


Just  a  week  earlier,  the  Institute  had 
released  its  11-page  foundation 
statement  written  by  Richard  John 
Neuhaus,  a  Lutheran  theologian. 

The  statement  contends  that  mainline 
denominations  contain  a  number  of  per¬ 
sons  who  are  “apologists  for  oppres¬ 
sion,”  who  justify  the  loss  of  individual 
human  rights  under  communist  systems. 

"These  arguments  are  voiced  at 
various  levels  of  episcopal,  administrative, 
journalistic  and  academic  leadership.  We 
believe  that  those  who  espouse  these  argu¬ 
ments  do  not  as  a  rule  act  from  design  but 
from  bureaucratic  and  intellectual  habit,” 
the  statement  continues. 

The  Institute’s  potential  for  drawing 
the  support  of  the  broad  middle  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  enhanced  by 
its  lack  of  a  right-wing  image,  according 
to  the  UM  agencies’  investigation  report. 
Several  of  the  Institute's  31-member 
Board  of  Advisors  remain  involved  in 


pro-labor  and  socially  liberal  causes.  The 
report  suggests  that  the  Institute  is 
vulnerable  to  being  manipulated  by  some 
advisors  who  have  close  ties  to  the  Hum¬ 
phrey- Jackson-Moynihan  wing  of  the 
Democratic  Party. 

In  addition,  among  the  advisors  are 
nationally  known  scholars  such  as  Dr. 
Neuhaus,  Peter  Berger  and  Carl  F.  H. 
Henry  who  are  able  to  express  their  pro- 
democracy  opinions  in  often-eloquent, 
theological  terms. 

The  Institute  is  run  by  an  executive 
committee  of  the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb 
(chairman),  Michael  Novak,  the  Rev. 
Ira  Gallaway,  David  Jessup,  Penn  Kem¬ 
ble  and  Virginia  Law  Shell. 

Four  UMs  on  committee 

Dr.  Novak  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  Mr. 
Kemble  says  he  is  not  a  church-goer.  The 
other  four  are  United  Methodists. 

One  is  a  Republican;  three  are 
Democrats. 

Dr.  Novak  supports  President  Reagan 
and  has  a  part-time  presidential  ap¬ 
pointment.  Mr.  Jessup,  on  the  other 
hand,  worked  full-time  before  the  AFL- 
CIO  "Solidarity  Day”  in  September 
handling  logistics  for  the  massive  anti- 
Reagan  demonstration.  During  1980,  Mr. 
Jessup  was  the  AFL-CIO’s  liaison  to  the 
Jimmy  Carter  campaign. 

Mr.  Robb  is  an  evangelist  from  Texas 
who  long  has  criticized  United  Methodist 


social  stances.  He  and  Mrs.  Shell  are  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  unofficial 
“Good  News”  caucus.  Mrs.  Shell  is  a  for¬ 
mer  missionary  to  Zaire,  a  Christian 
educator  and  writer.  Mr.  Gallaway  is 
senior  minister  of  First  UMC,  Peoria, 
Ill.,  and  a  former  chief  executive  of  the 
former  Board  of  Evangelism.  Mr.  Jessup 
is  a  layman  in  Maryland  whose  so-called 
Jessup  Report  a  year  ago  charged  that 
some  UM  agency  money  supports 
Marxist  causes. 

Messrs.  Jessup  and  Kemble  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Social  Democrats,  USA.  They  told 
the  Reporter  that  SD/USA  mainly  has 
“advanced  labor  movement  causes”  and 
pressed  for  democratic  freedom  (and 
against  communism) . 

“All  of  us  in  the  Institute,”  said  Mr. 
Gallaway,  “have  been  very  hesitant  to 
play  into  the  hands  of  the  rednecks  and 
right-wingers  (in  local  churches),  those 
who  don’t  really  want  to  be  Christians. 
We  agree  with  a  lot  of  the  social  stances 
of  the  church  bureaucracy.  We  tell 
people,  ‘In  God’s  name,  don’t  use  our 
work  to  justify  not  going  into  mission.’ 

“I’m  a  loyalist  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  My  churches  have  paid  full  ap¬ 
portionments  every  year  for  25  years. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  speak.  The  time  has 
come  that  I  must  speak.” 

The  one  issue  that  unites  all  of  them  is 
democracy  and  anti-communism.  And, 


Mr.  Jessup  said,  all  but  Mr.  Kemble 
share  the  Christian  faith. 

The  Institute’s  foundation  statement 
begins:  “Jesus  Christ  is  Lord.  That  is  the 
first  and  final  assertion  Christians  make 
about  all  of  reality,  including  politics.” 

Mr.  Robb  said  the  statement  sets  forth 
the  values  and  ideas  the  Institute- 
believes  should  guide  American  chur¬ 
ches  in  their  international  activities.  The* 
main  points  are  these  : 

An  open  church  welcomes  dissent; 
Christians  must  be  unapologetically  anti¬ 
communist;  a  free  market  economic 
system  does  not  insure  freedom,  but  it 
helps;  human  rights  are  given  by  God, 
not  by  the  state,  and  the  church  should 
oppose  any  nation  —  rightist  or  leftist, 
friend  or  foe  of  the  U.S.  —  which  violates 
human  rights;  the  United  States  is  not 
the  perfect  embodiment  of  democracy, 
but  it  is  the  primary  bearer  of  the 
“democratic  possibility”  in  the  world. 

Asked  about  funding  for  the  Institute, 
Mr.  Robb  said,  thus  far,  the  Institute  has 
received  $65,000  from  thd  Smith  Richard¬ 
son  foundation  and  $50,000  from  the 
Scaife  foundation  (both  have  received 
considerable  publicity  for  their 
establishing  various  think  tanks  to  lend 
support  to  conservative  political  goals), 
$4,700  from  private  donations,  including 
churches,  and  $1,700  from  membership 
fees. 


Family  life  raps  social  aid  cuts 


The  Luke  Smathers  String  Band  plays  “Methodist  Pie."  a  merry  verse  of  unclear  origin.  Members  include  David  Holt,  left 
to  right,  David  Holt.  Luke  Smathers.  Bea  Smathers.  Harold  Smathers  and  Charles  Gidney . 


Search  is  for  ‘Methodist 


pie 


Verse  leads  pair  on  merry  chase 


-By  PAT  and  RICHARD  TIMBERLAKE 

"Methodist  Pie”  has  been  im¬ 
mortalized  in  a  song  whose  beginnings 
are  hard  to  trace.  ■  §  1 
We  first  heard  “Methodist  Pie”  on  a 
record  album  26  years  ago.  We  didn’t 
quite  wear  the  record  out—  but  we  were 
caught  up  in  the  lilting  verse : 

.  .Well,  they  all  go  there 

 ■')  i  !‘  I  1  >'  ll 


For  to  have  a  good  time. 

And  to  eat  that  grub  so  sly, 

Have  applesauce  butter  .  i> 

'•  '  With  the  sugar 
In  the  gourd. 

And  a  great  big  Methodist  pie!” 

The  refrain  that  followed  was  also  ear- 
catching  : 

“ I'm  a  Methodist,  Methodist, 


thd  church 
today 

Minnesota’s  new  council 
director  marks  ‘firsts’ 

'  MINNEAPOLIS  (UMNS)  -  The  Min¬ 
nesota  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  named  its  first  lay 
;son  and  first  woman  to  be  conference 
cil  director.  She  is  Jean  Dowell,  53, 
of  Bloomington. 

She  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
laywoman  to  hold  the  top  program  job  in 
a  full  annual  conference.  The  first 
plergywoman  in  this  position  is  the  Rev. 
Judith  Craig  in  East  Ohio  Conference, 
and  the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference 
has  had  a  laywoman  as  “coordinator.” 

Rev.  D.  H.  Caulker,  108,  may 
t>e  oldest  UMC  minister 

v  DAYTON,  Ohio  -  The  Rev.  D.  H. 
Caulker,  108,  is  well  and  happy  to  receive 
visitors  as  he  lives  in  retirement  in 
Jaiama  in  Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa.  He 
may  be  the  oldest  United  Methodist 
minister  in  the  connection. 

*  Mr.  Caulker  was  only  seven  when  the 
Sierra  Leone  conference  was  organized 
in  1880,  and  he  was  around  in  1980  to  help 
the  conference  celebrate  its  centenary. 
He  is  believed  to  be  the  only  living 
graduate  of  the  church’s  first  training 
school  for  ministers. 

20-member  committee  named 
to  reshape  mission  agency 
DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMR)  -  The  General 
Council  on  Ministries  has  named  its  10 
Inembers  of  a  20-person  group  which  will 
lake  next  steps  in  a  study  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  flexibility  and  structure  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Global  ministries  directors  asked  to 
$erve  on  the  joint  committee  are  Rev.  C. 
Rex  Bevins  ( chairperson ) .  Bishop  James 
M.  Ault,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Ethel  W. 
Born,  Fairfax  Station,  Va.;  Foy  Camp¬ 
bell,  Montgomery,  Ala.;  the  Rev.  Sharon 
Brown  Christopher,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.; 
Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.;  Elizabeth  Howard,  Denver, 
Colo.;  Alvin  Seals,  Lexington,  Ky. ;  Dan 
Rodriguez,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Chicago. 

The  10  members  named  by  GCOM  to 
serve  on  the  joint  committee  are  : 

George  Berry,  Leland,  Miss.;  the  Rev. 
Judith  Craig,  North  Canton,  Ohio; 
Kathleen  Haining,  Alexandria,  Minn.; 
Bishop  Dwight  Loder,  Columbus,  Ohio; 
the  Rev.  William  Morris,  Nashville, 
Tenn. ;  Victor  Ortiz,  Rio  Piedras  Heights, 
Puerto  Rico;  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Wake,  San 
Francisco,  Calif. ;  Bishop  John  Warman, 
Harrisburg.  Pa.;  Jean  Wickett,  Laguna 
Beach,  Calif.;  Jo  Anne  Wilshusen,  Cor¬ 
pus  Christi,  Texas. 


Charles  C.  Parlin 


Eminent  UM,  lay 
ecumenist  dies 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Charles  C. 
Parlin,  an  attorney  and  one  of  the  most 
active  laymen  in  the  modem  ecumenical 
movement,  died  at  New  York  Hospital 
Nov.  14  at  the  age  of  83. 

A  United  Methodist,  he  was  the  first 
lay  president  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  (1970-71)  and  the  first  layman 
from  the  United  States  to  serve  as  a 
president  of  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  ( 1961-68) . 

In  1964,  The  New  York  Times  did  a 
profile  of  him  under  the  title,  "Mr. 
Methodist,”  and  called  him  "probably  the 
best-known  layman  in  all  Protestan¬ 
tism.” 

Mr.  Parlin,  a  native  of  Wausau,  Wis., 
received  a  law  degree  from  Harvard.  He 
was  a  senior  partner  in  Shearman  & 
Sterling  from  1953  to  1964. 

President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
named  him  to  represent  the  United 
States  on  a  mission  to  Germany  in  1940, 
and  President  Harry  S.  Truman  ap¬ 
pointed  him  a  special  ambassador  to 
Liberia  in  1955.  As  a  lawyer,  he  ac¬ 
companied  the  late  Bishop  G.  Bromley 
Oxnam  when  that  Methodist  leader 
testified  before  the  House  Un-American 
Activities  Committee  in  1953. 

Mr.  Parlin  chaired  a  committee  that 
devised  a  “middle-of-the-road”  plan  to 
gradually  desegregate  regional  units  of 
the  former  Methodist  Church  in  1964  and 
chaired  the  Methodist  ad  hoc  committee 
that  successfully  negotiated  a  merger 
with  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1968. 

His  service  with  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  began  in  1950  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  General  Board  of  the  newly 
formed  organization. 


'Tis  my  belief, 

I’m  a  Methodist ‘til  I  die.  i  . 

’Whenold  grim  death  comes  1  * » i  i  •  n 
Knocking  at  the  door, 

I'm  a  Methodist  'til  I  die. " 

It  did  not  occur  to  us  that  some  day  wg 
would  want  to  buy  our  own  copy  of  the 
record,  so  we  did  not  write  down  names 
or  numbers  to  identify  it. 

For  more  than  20  years,  “Methodist 
Pie”  led  us  on  a  merry  chase.  All  we 
remembered  were  bits  of  the  .words  and 
snatches  of  the  tune.  Record  collectors 
and  older  people  were  good  targets  for 
us,  as  were  long-time  United  Methodists. 
No  one  could  provide  us  with  in¬ 
formation. 

At  Berea,  Ky.  we  happened  into  the  lit¬ 
tle  Council  of  Southern  Mountains  Ap¬ 
palachian  Book  Shop.  The  clerk’s  reply 
to  our  query  about  “our  song”  cheered  us 
—  somewhat.  “We  used  to  have  that  song 
on  an  album,  but  I  really  don’t  know  ...” 

But  our  hunt  had  picked  up  momen¬ 
tum,  and  by  the  next  day,  the  bookstore 
manager  had  found  the  album,  “Moun¬ 
tain  Swing”  by  the  Luke  Smathers  String 
Band.  On  that  record  at  last,  we  had  our 
“Methodist  Pie” ! 

From  the  record  jacket  we  learned 
that  the  Luke  Smathers  String  Band  had 
been  begun  in  1930  by  brothers  George, 
Harold  and  Luke.  When  the  record  was 
cut  in  1977,  Luke,  Harold  and  three  other 
family  members  still  made  up  the  band. 

They  live  near  Canton,  N.C.,  a  scant  75 
miles  from  our  home  and  about  seven 
miles  from  Lake  Junaluska,  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodist  Assembly. 

Our  short  note  to  David  Holt,  the 
band’s  only  non-Smathers,  and  director 
of  the  Appalachian  Music  Program  at 
Warren  Wilson  College  in  Swannanoa, 
N.C.,  brought  us  an  invitation  to  a 
regular  Sunday  night  rehearsal. 

The  rehearsal  was  underway  when  we 
arrived.  Mrs.  Smathers  greeted  us  in  the 
driveway  and  brought  us  through  her 
neat  kitchen  to  the  pine-paneled  area 
where  she  introduced  the  rest  of  the 
band. 

We  were  invited  to  sit  out-of-the-way  on 
kitchen  chairs,  and  the  rehearsal  con¬ 
tinued  with  everyone  playing  the  moun¬ 
tain  way  —  “by  ear.” 

Interspersed  with  playing  were  off¬ 
hand  remarks  of  the  players. 

Laura:  “Do  you  put  the  same  ending 
on  every  time?” 

Luke,  with  a  twinkle :  “Well,  just  about 
the  time  everybody  gets  used  to  the  en¬ 
ding,  I  change  it.” 

Then  that  magical  moment  came  when 
they  played,  and  sang,  “Methodist  Pie”! 
(They  knew  why  we  had  come! ) 

Now  we  had  the  record,  we  knew 
people  who  play  and  sing  the  song,  but  we 
had  found  out  very  little  about  the  song's 
history.  Harold  said  they  learned  that 
particular  piece  from  hearing  Red  Foley 
play  it  on  the  WLS  Barn  Dance  out  of 
Chicago. 

But  who  wrote  the  song?  And  when? 
And  where?  No  one  seems  to  know. 
(Perhaps  a  reader  does  know  and  will  fill 
in  our  information  gaps  with  a  letter  to 
UMR.) 

Pat  Timberlake  is  a  free  lance  writer 
also  on  the  faculty  of  Walters  State  Com¬ 
munity  College  in  Morristown,  Tenn. 
Richard  is  the  superintendent  of  the 
UMC's  Morristown  District. 


NASHVILLE  —  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Family  Life  has  adopted  a 
statement  of  concern  critical  of  the 
Reagan  administration’s  “gutting”  of 
social  programs. 

The  committee  said  these  actions  will 
cause  “tragic  consequences  for  poor 
families”  and  will  “shift  $30  billion  from 
social  programs  to  armaments 
production,”  according  to  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

The  committee  also  quoted  the  New 
York  Times  as  reporting  that  these  cuts 
"will  force  people  who  cannot  work 
deeper  into  poverty  and  will  undercut 
what  little  incentive  exists  to  work  for 
those  who  can.” 

The  committee  adopted  the  statement 
during  its  recent  semi-annual  meeting 
here.  The  statement  was  adapted  from  a 
similar  one  adopted  in  October  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  to  which 
the  Family  Life  Committee  is  linked 
administratively. 

In  response  to  these  government  cuts, 
the.  J  committee  called  on  local 
congregations  t©} }  i  - ,,  ?  -  r  \  •  ,  ,  T  j  1 

•  Make  the*  heeds  of  the  jjbbha  matter 
of  continuing,  prayerful  concern. 

•  Examine  needs  of  families  in  their 
local  community. 

•  Become  involved  in  providing 
support  and  sustenance  to  families  in 
need. 


•  Go  beyond  simple  charity  to  examine 
policies  and  institutions  that  affect  the 
family  on  local,  state  and  national  levels. 

The  33-member  committee  is  assigned 
by  "The  Book  of  Discipline”  to  be  "an 
advocate  for  family  life  within  the 
church  and  in  the  larger  society.” 

The  committee  voted  to  send  a  letter  to 
general  boards  and  agencies  advocating 
that  family  life  issues  be  a  matter  of 
special  concern  either  as  a  missional 
priority  or  quadrennial  emphasis  for  the 
1985-88  quadrennium. 

Also  during  its  November  meeting  the 
committee  approved  three  grants:  $800 


to  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  Green. 
Island,  N.Y.,  for  a  domestic  violence- 
ministry;  $700  to  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  for 
a  project  to  strengthen  ethnic  families 
ministries,  and  $500  to  the  High  Point 
(N.C.)  District  for  family  strength- 
building  seminars. 

The  committee  called  on  families, 
communities,  churches  and  social 
agencies  to  give  special  emphasis  to 
health,  educational,  economic  and 
spiritual  well-being  of  the  aged. 

It  also  called  on  parents  “and  all  who 
care  about  growing  children”  to  become 
public  advocates  of  children’s  interests. 


UMs  battle  casino  gambling 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  leaders  are  at  the  forefront  in 
fights  against  casino  gambling  in  Florida 
and  Detroit. 

Florida  voters  defeated  efforts  to 
legalize  casino  gambling  in  the  state  by  a 
three  to  one  margin  in  1978  but, 
according  to  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt;  an 
organized,  effort  is  underway  to  revive 
the  issue  and  place  it  , on  the  1982  general 
election  ballot. 

Bishop  Hunt  has  called  on  all  United 
Methodists  in  the  istate  not  to  sign  a 
petition  being  circulated  for  thepurpose 
of  including  casino  gambling  on  the  1982 
ballot.  “God  help  us  to  fight  the  good 


fight  with  all  our  being  against  this 
ancient  evil  as  it  knocks  again  on  the 
doors  of  Florida’s  homes  and 
neighborhoods,”  he  said. 

In  Detroit  last  month  more  than  160,000 
voters  (63.2%)  soundly  defeated  an 
advisory  referendum  on  casino 
gambling. 

The  Rev.  Nicholas  Hood,  pastor  of 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church  in 
Detroit,  said  more  than  800  churches 
participated  in  an  ecumenical  effort  — 
“No  casinos  for  Detroit,”  spearheaded 
by  him  and  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick  of 
Metropolitan  UMC.  “The  black  Baptist 
churches  also  had  a  very  strong  anti¬ 
casino  campaign.” 
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believed  they’d  never  own 
their  own  home. 


r~ 


For  many  ministers,  living  in  a 
church-owned  manse  is  ideal. 

Jerry  and  Sally  Bauman,  however,  longed 
to  buy  their  own  home. 

But  Jerry's  salary  seemed  far  too  modest 
to  handle  today's  high  interest 
mortgage  payments.  And  where 
would  they  get  a  down 
payment?  They  were  even 
uneasy  about  approaching  their 
church  about  choosing  their 
own  housing. 

Ministers  Life  had  the 
answers  for  these  problems.  But 
we  were,  quick.to  point  out 
other  advantages  and 
disadvantages  the  Baumans 


Send  me _ copies  of  vour  newest 

report  on  minister's  housing. 


Mail  to:  Ministers  Life. 

Ministers  Lite  Budding 
Minneapolis.  MN  55416 


hadn't  considered.  We  think  it's  important  that 
people  like  Jerry  and  Sally  clear  away  some  of 
their  naivete  about  home  ownership.  We 
recommend  they  seek  out  specific  costs  for  the 
purchase,  maintenance,  improvement,  insurance 

_ _  and  taxes  on  a  house. 

Maybe  you're  like  the 
Baumans.  Maybe  you're  smitten 
with  the  idea  of  owning  your 
own  home.  But  mail  this 
coupon  first.  We’ll  explain  why 
owning  is  not  an  impossible 
dream— even  for  a  pastor.  We 
can  even  help  keep  that  dream 
from  becoming  a  nightmare. 

But  now  it's  your  move, 
mail  this  coupon. 


ML 


Ministers  Life 

a  mutual  file  msuiance  company 
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Why  do  Haitians  come  to  U.S.? 

Churches ,  government  disagree  on  whether  newcomers  are  refugees 

_  . .  .  j u.  ii .nAAiiUmnn*  winooH  nn  a  “uioii.haapH  faar  nf  hpina  Hsitisns.  But  the  INS  hss  reluctantly 


By  TAMMY  TANAKA 
,  Religious  News  Service 

The  Haitian  “boat  people”  —  sup¬ 
ported  by  religious  groups  concerned 
with -global  human  rights  and  rejected  as 
illegal  aliens  by  the  U.S.  government  — 
have  become  an  important  test  case  for 
American  refugee  policies. 

Leaders  of  the  U.S.  Catholic, 
Protestant  and  Jewish  communities 
maintain  that  the  Haitians  are  legitimate 
refugees  who  face  reprisals  from  the 
brutal  dictatorship  of  President-for-life 
Jean  Claude  Duvalier  and  should  be 
given  the  same  asylum  rights  as  the 
thousands  of  Indochinese  and  Cubans 
who  have  been  welcomed  to  American 
shores. 

The  U.S.  government,  however,  has 
refused  to  budge  from  its  position  that 
the  Haitians  are  mainly  fleeing 
economic,  not  political  repression,  and 
therefore  don’t  qualify  for  refugee 
status. 

“We  need  to  close  our  borders,  patrol 
our  borders.  We’re  trying  to  send  the 
message  they  should  come  legally,”  says 
U.S.  Justice  Department  spokesman  Ar¬ 
thur  Brill.  “We  believe  90  percent  of  the 
Haitians  are  here  for  economic  reasons. 
There  are  literally  millions  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  who  would  love  to  come  here  if  we 
gave  the  perception  that  our  borders  are 
open.” 

One  boat  stopped 

To  underscore  its  decision  to  draw  the 
line  on  the  Haitians,  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration  in  October  began  “in¬ 
terdicting”  boats  suspected  of  carrying 
Haitians.  But  in  the  first  month  after  the 
order  went  into  effect  only  one  vessel 
carrying  56  Haitians  was  interdicted.  Mr. 
Brill  explained,  “The  boat  was  sinking, 
so  we  actually  saved  the  people  ...”  He 
said  the  crackdown  has  slowed  down  the 
number  of  boats  run  by  smugglers. 

In  line  with  its  new  strict  policy,  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS)  since  mid-July  has  refused  to 
allow  the  Haitians  to  be  resettled  on 
parole  while  awaiting  their  hearings  — 


despite  the  fact  that  church  resettlement 
agencies  say  they  have  sponsors  willing 
to  take  them. 

These  actions  have  aroused  the  anger 
and  concern  of  church  leaders  and 
human  rights  activists  who  are  now 
working  on  various  fronts  on  behalf  of  the 
Haitians. 

They  argue  that  U.S.  policy  against 
Haitians  smacks  of  racism  and  that  the 
Haitians  would  face  severe  reprisals  if 
sent  back.  The  Haitians  arriving  in  Florida 
are  mainly  poor  blacks. 

“We  voice  our  grave  concern  over  the 
treatment  of  certain  groups  who  seek 
shelter  in  the  United  States,”  said  an  in¬ 
terfaith  letter  sent  to  President  Reagan. 


hinged  on  a  “well-based  fear  of  being 
persecuted  for  reasons  of  race,  religion, 
nationality,  membership  in  a  particular 
social  group,  or  political  social  group,  or 
political  opinion.”  It  applies  to  a  person 
fleeing  any  repressive  regime  of  the  left 
or  right.  The  law  also  protects  fleeing 
persons  who  have  a  well-founded  fear  of 
persecution  if  they  are  forcibly  returned. 
Problems  in  applying  act 
But  several  problems  have  arisen  in 
applying  the  new  law.  It  was  created  “to 
provide  a  permanent  and  systematic 
procedure  for  the  admission  to  this  coun¬ 
try  of  refugees  of  special  humanitarian 
concern  to  the  United  States  .  .  The 
term  “special  humanitarian  concern  to 


Iowans  help  Indochinese— by 
night,  day  and  early  morning 


DES  MOINES  (EP)  -  While  most 
of  us  are  snuggled  in  bed  at  4  a  m., 
Ron  Wilson  is  going  house  to  house 
tossing  the  morning  paper  on  por- 
chsteps.  Wilson,  an  insurance 
executive  here,  isn’t  moonlighting.  He 
is  teaching  an  Iowan  Indochinese 
refugee  the  fundamentals  of  a 
newspaper  route. 

Through  his  church,  Ron  and  his 
wife,  Linda,  have  developed  a  net¬ 
work  of  55  volunteers  to  facilitate  the 
resettlement  of  1500  Indochinese 
refugees  in  their  program  called 


VOICES  (volunteer  outreach  in  com¬ 
munity  enrichment  services).  The 
basic  concept  of  the  program  is  to 
teach  English.  However,  the  volun¬ 
teers  teach  the  refugees  anything  that 
has  to  do  with  life  survival. 

This  includes  things  such  as  grocery 
shopping,  going  to  the  doctor, 
enrolling  in  schools,  finding  housing, 
and  finding  employment.  The 
majority  of  the  new  Iowans  have 
found  jobs.  The  jobs  vary  from  fac¬ 
tory  work,  to  body  shops,  to  clerical 
work. 


The  Haitians  have  opened  the  lid  on  a 
myriad  of  controversial  issues  related  to 
U.S.  immigration  and  refugee  policies. 
Since  the  early  1970s,  Haitians  have  been 
a  symbol  of  what  church  activists  viewed 
as  an  unjust  U.S.  refugee  policy.  Before 
the  new  1980  Refugee  Act  was  adopted, 
only  persons  fleeing  from  the  Middle 
East  or  communist  countries  were  given 
legal  refugee  status. 

The  1980  Refugee  Act  tried  to  correct 
this  bias  by  adopting  the  United  Nations’ 
definition  for  political  refugees  which 


the  United  States”  is  a  key  phrase,  U.S. 
refugee  officials  have  pointed  out.  It 
means,  they  said,  that  admission  of 
refugees  will  ultimately  be  tied  to  U.S. 
foreign  policy  and  national  interests  as 
well  as  humanitarian  concerns. 

The  United  Nations  definition  for 
refugees  doesn’t  specifically  include  per¬ 
sons  fleeing  for  economic  reasons.  On 
this  ground,  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  has  tried  to 
disqualify  most  of  the  later  flow  of  Viet¬ 
namese  boat  refugees  as  well  as  the 


Haitians.  But  the  INS  has  reluctantly 
agreed  to  continue  admitting  the  Viet¬ 
namese,  under  pressure  from  Secretary 
of  State  Alexander  Haig,  who  argued  that 
the  Vietnamese  would  face  reprisals 
from  the  communist  government  if  for¬ 
ced  to  return  and  also  that  the  continuing 
exodus  of  Asian  boat  people  would  cause 
havoc  and  destabilize  bordering 
Southeast  Asian  U.S.  allies. 

Supporters  of  the  Haitians  charge  that 
the  government  is  using  a  double  stan¬ 
dard  —  that  the  situations  of  the  In¬ 
dochinese  and  Haitian  boat  people  are 
similar  and  deserve  parallel  treatment. 

Observers  have  noted  that  because  the 
Duvalier  regime  is  considered  “frien¬ 
dly”  to  the  United  States,  accepting 
political  refugees  from  that  country 
poses  a  diplomatic  problem.  This  is 
especially  true  since  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration  is  now  seeking  to  work  with 
President  Duvalier  and  other  friendly 
Carribbean  leaders  in  a  long  range  plan 
which  includes  aid  to  improve  conditions 
in  those  countries.  The  decision  to  in¬ 
terdict  the  Haitian  boats  was  made  by 
President  Reagan  with  the  cooperation 
of  Jean-Claude  Duvalier,  who  said  per¬ 
sons  returned  won’t  face  reprisals. 

Clearer  guides  needed 

The  Haitian  influx  has  called  attention 
to  the  United  States’  need  to  adopt 
clearer  refugee  guidelines  for  dealing 
with  “first  asylum”  cases  —  that  is,  with 
persons  who  flee  directly  to  the  United 
States  seeking  asylum,  hi  such  cases  as 
the  Indochinese  admitted  to  America, 
they  were  first  processed  and  given 
refugee  status  before  they  arrived  here. 

A  briefing  paper  on  the  Haitians  sums 
up  a  common  view  of  the  religious  sup¬ 
porters  of  Haitians.  “The  integrity  of  our 
refugee  policy  depends  on  evenhanded 
application ...” 

The  Reagan  Administration,  on  the 
other  hand,  appears  intent  on  continuing 
its  crackdown  on  the  Haitians,  as  part  of 
the  broader  effort  to  stem  the  flow  of 
thousands  of  illegal  aliens  entering  the 
United  States  every  year. 


Third  World  may  need 
protection  from  tours 


STOCKHOLM  (EPS)  -  A  “policy  of 
containment”  may  be  needed  to  reduce 
ill  effects  of  mass  tourism  by  first-world 
people  in  the  Third  World,  according  to  a 
long-time  student  of  the  subject. 

Ron  O’Grady,  a  former  executive  of 
the  Singapore-based  Christian  Con¬ 
ference  of  Asia,  made  his  suggestion 
during  a  five-day  international  con¬ 
ference  on  church  and  tourism.  It  was 
jointly  sponsored  by  agencies  of  the 
Church  of  Sweden  and  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

Mr.  O’Grady  said  he  has  reluctantly 
concluded  that  it  is  “time  we  create 
tourist  ghettos  and  keep  them  out  of  the 
way”  in  a  “kind  of  Disneyland,  if  you 
like,  in  each  third-world  country.”  He 
said  this  would  be  “infinitely  better  than 
hordes  of  tourists  tramping  around”  and 
generally  interfering  with  the  culture 
^and  way  of  life  of  Third  World  societies. 

He  also  urged  efforts  to  constrain  “hip¬ 
pie”  or  “drifter  tourists”  —  youthful  first 
worlders  who  come  to  certain  Third 
•World  areas  for  indefinite  stays.  On 
balance,  he  said,  such  people  challenge 
the  assumptions  of  materially  poorer 
societies  in  a  negative  way,  bringing 
‘disenchantment  and  cynicism.”  He  ad¬ 
ded  that  such  tourists  are  “often 
patronizing  and  racist.” 

Though  there  was  general  agreement 
with  Mr.  O’Grady  that  the  30  million 
tourists  who  visit  the  Third  World  an¬ 
nually  are  causing  problems  and  disrup¬ 
tions  which  need  attention,  not  all  agreed 
that  setting  up  enclaves  would  be  the  best 
solution. 

Approximately  40  conference  par¬ 
ticipants  also  dealt  with  such  issues  as 
false  images  in  tourist  advertising;  dif¬ 


ferences  between  rest,  free  time  and 
leisure;  questions  of  ownership  and  con¬ 
trol  of  the  tourist  industry,  and 
organized  sex  or  prostitution  tours  to 
some  Third  World  countries. 

In  terms  of  numbers,  the  great  bulk  of 
tourism  is  by  North  Americans  and 
Europeans  to  their  own  or  other  first- 
world  countries.  Attention  was  given  to 
ways  in  which  cathedrals  or  other  church 
buildings  can  be  effective  centers  of 
ministry  to  their  many  visitors, 
especially  those  with  little  or  no  con¬ 
nection  with  or  knowledge  of  the  church. 

The  group  completed  preliminary 
work  on  a  series  of  recommendations  for 
education,  pastoral  care  and  international 
church  attention  to  the  tourism  issue. 

Reflecting  on  the  conference,  Carlos 
Sintado,  a  WCC  official,  said  exposure  of 
the  “harsh  realities”  of  tourism  could 
help  counter  “excessive  idealization”  of 
the  phenomenon.  At  its  final  session,  the 
group  approved  a  letter  to  European 
church  leaders  urging  church  action  on 
concerns  raised  at  the  conference. 

Mr.  O’Grady  said  the  assumption  that 
this  new  (tourist)  industry  will 
automatically  improve  the  situation  of 
the  poor  is  false.  Although  there  is  cer¬ 
tainly  economic  benefit  to  sections  of  the 
host  community  and  while  many  new 
jobs  are  generated,  the  overall  im¬ 
provement  in  the  living  standard  of  the 
people  is  much  less  than  is  claimed.  In¬ 
deed,  in  some  areas  of  social  life,  the 
developing  nation  may  lose  more  than  it 
gains.  Tourism  is  not  a  magic  wand 
which  will  solve  a  nation’s  ills  and  there 
are  situations  in  which  these  ills  will  even 
be  compounded. 


Code  of  ethics  gives 
Asian  visitors  pointers 

This  Code  of  Ethics  for  Tourists  was  developed  at  a  1975  meeting  sponsored  by 

the  Christian  Conference  of  Asia.  It  has  since  been  circulated  under  church  and 

corporate  auspices,  especially  in  the  Asia  and  Pacific  regions. 

1.  Travel  in  a  spirit  of  humility  ahd  with  a  genuine  desire  to  learn  more  about  the 
.  people  of  your  host  country. 

2.  Be  sensitively  aware  of  the  feelings  of  other  people,  thus  preventing  what 

might  be  offensive  behavior  on  your  part.  This  applies  very  much  to 
photography.  * 

3.  Cultivate  the  habit  of  listening  and  observing,  rather  than  merely  hearing  and 
seeing. 

4.  Realize  that  often  the  people  in  the  country  you  visit  have  time  concepts  and 
thought  patterns  different  froiA  your  own,  this  does  not  make  them  inferior, 
only  different. 

5.  Instead  of  looking  for  that  ‘beach  paradise’  discover  the  enrichment  of  seeing 
a  different  way  of  life,  through  other  eyes. 

6.  Acquaint  yourself  with  local  customs  —  people  will  be  happy  to  help  you. 

7.  Instead  of  the  Western  practice  of  ‘knowing  all  the  answers’  cultivate  the 
habit  of  asking  questions. 

8.  Remember  that  you  are  only  one  of  the  thousands  of  tourists  visiting  this  coun¬ 
try  and  do  not  expect  special  privileges. 

9.  If  you  really  want  your  experience  to  be  “a  home  away  from  home,”  it  is 
foolish  to  waste  money  on  travelling. 

10.  When  you  are  shopping,  remember  that  ‘bargain’  you  obtained  was  only 
possible  because  of  the  low  wages  paid  to  the  maker. 

11.  Do  not  make  promises  to  people  in  your  host  country  unless  you  are  certain 
you  can  carry  them  through. 

12.  Spend  time  reflecting  on  your  daily  experiences  in  an  attempt  to  deepen  your 
understanding.  It  has  been  said  that  what  enriches  you  may  rob  and  violate 
others.’ 


A  group  of  Haitian  refugees,  above,  wait  to  be  questioned  at  a  Florida  immigration 
detention  center.  They  are  among  thousands  of  “boat  people”  who  have  become  an 
important  test  case  for  American  refugee  policies,  with  their  cause  being  supported 
by  religious  groups  concerned  with  global  human  rights. 
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Miami  Anglo  churches 
face  survival  challenge 


MIAMI  (RNS)  -  Traditionally  Anglo 
congregations  of  the  Protestant 
denominations  are  going  to  have  to  reach 
out  more  to  Latins  and  blacks  to  survive 
in  Miami,  two  major  church  surveys 
indicate. 

A  study  by  the  Miami  District  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  shows  a  net 
loss  of  10,000  members  over  the  last 
decade. 

A  more  detailed  study  by  the  Home 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  reports  a  net  loss  of  8,000 
members  in  the  churches  of  the  Miami 
Baptist  Association  during  that  same 
period. 

The  Rev.  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  district 
superintendent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  he  has  reason  to  believe 
that  the  trends  noted  in  the  UMC  study 
are  typical  of  what  is  taking  place  among 
all  Protestant  denominations  here. 

The  problem,  concluded  Orrin  D. 
Morris,  director  of  research  for  the 
Baptist  agency,  is  “white  flight.”  And  it 
will  get  worse. 

"White  flight  will  become  widespread 
throughout  the  Gold  Coast  counties”  in 
the  next  two  decades,  he  predicted.  “Net 
losses  in  the  number  of  Florida  Baptist 
churches  will  occur  even  though  the 
number  of  black  and  ethnic  churches  will 
greatly  increase.” 

That  estimate  seems  to  be  valid  since 
reports  to  the  Miami  Baptist  Association 
annual  meeting  show  that  eight  new 
Hispanic  congregations,  one  West  Indian 
congregation  and  four  Haitian 
congregations  have  been  established 
here  in  the  past  five  years  while  the  total 
number  of  Baptist  congregations  in  the 
association  has  declined  by  three. 

Pravda  blames 
church  activity 
for  Polish  crises 

MOSCOW  (EP)  —  Pravda  said  last 
month  that  political  activism  among 
Roman  Catholics  and  Moslems  could 
pose  a  challenge  to  socialism,  and  it 
suggested  that  failure  to  curb  “religious 
fanaticism”  was  one  reason  for  the 
upheaval  in  Poland. 

“The  Vatican,  the  center  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  the  religious 
stronghold  of  the  conservative  forces, 
has  become  politically  more  active,”  the 
Communist  Party  newspaper  said  in  a 
long  article  on  party  ideology. 

It  said  the  conservative  governments 
of  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia,  which 
have  drawn  fire  previously  in  the  Soviet 
press,  relied  heavily  on  Moslem  support. 
The  article  made  no  mention  of  the 
Islamic  revolution  in  Iran,  which 
Moscow  has  been  careful  not  to  offend. 


Called  left-wing, ’  student  federation  still  gets  church  funds 


NEW  YORK  (LC)  -  The  debate  goes 
on  about  the  “left-wing”  ideology  of  the 
World  Student  Christian  Federation 
(WSCF),  but  U.S.  financial  support  still 
continues. 

After  lengthy  debate  last  month,  the 
National  Committee  of  the  Lutheran 
World  Federation  defeated  a  coun¬ 
terproposal  from  Presiding  Bishop 


David  Preus  of  the  American  Lutheran 
Church  that  would  have  reduced 
Lutheran  support  to  the  student  group  to 
$20,000. 

In  addition,  the  commissioners  ap¬ 
proved  that  $5,000  be  used  for  a  project  to 
increase  the  involvement  at  home  of  U.S. 
students  in  “matters  of  international 
awareness  and  global  concerns.” 


Last  year,  Lutheran  World  Ministries 
gave  $35,000  to  the  international  student 
group.  An  additional  $15,000  was  approved 
for  two  one-time-only  grants  of  $7,500 
each. 

Bishop  Preus  criticized  the  student 
group  for  “espousing  international 
socialism”  and  not  emphasizing 
evangelism  enough  in  its  work. 


Bishop  James  Crumley  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  criticized  some 
resolutions  from  last  August’s  federation 
assembly  in  Berkeley,  Calif.  Among  the 
resolutions  passed  by  that  assembly 
were  a  call  for  solidarity  with  the 
Nicaraguan  revolution,  a  condemnation 
of  U.S.  imperialism  in  Latin  America 
and  an  expression  of  solidarity  with  the 


Poem  Of  The  W eek 

Christmas  epistle 
BY  POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 
I  dreamed 

that  a  messenger  came  to  my  door 
to  give  me  this  word  — 
“DearPollyanna, 

Ilove  you, 

God.” 

Awakening, 

I  was  sorry 
that  it  was  not  so 
until  I  remembered 
that  this  was  Christmas 
when  God  gave  His  son 
and  His  Word  saying  — 

“Dear  World, 

I  love  you, 

God.” 

And  I  went  my  way 
that  day  (and  this) 
rejoicing! 


Dear  Deborah 


Church  group  wants  to  aid  jobless 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  live  in  an  area  where  many  people 
are  being  laid  off  from  a  big  industry.  Of 
course,  this  affects  everyone  in  the 
community  and  many  others  who  have 
depended  upon  the  business  of  these 
workers  are  also  without  work  now.  I'm 
the  new  chairman  of  the  Social  Concerns 
Commission  of  our  church  and  I  think  we 
ought  to  do  something  to  help  these 
unemployed.  But  I  simply  can’t  come  up 
with  any  ideas. 

How  can  we  help  without  seeming  to  be 
patronizing  or  putting  people  on  the  spot ? 
Do  you  know  of  any  churches  that  have 
helped  this  situation  at  all ?  I’ll  be  glad  to 
get  your  advice  on  this. 

M.L. 

Dear  M.  L.: 

I  do  not  know  personally  of  any  church 


helping  out  in  these  circumstances  ex¬ 
cept  in  informal  ways  where  members, 
in  a  position  to  do  so,  have  helped  find 
jobs  for  others.  This  happens  all  the  time. 
Where  there  are  many  jobless  in  a 
congregation  how  about  having  a  forum 
discuss  ways  to  be  helpful.  Ask  them. 
Perhaps  they  know  ways  to  help  each 
other  get  through  the  trauma  ex¬ 
perienced  by  these  families. 

If  there  is  real  want  (and  don’t  assume 
because  there  is  a  nice  house  and  lots  of 
clothing,  etc.,  that  want  doesn’t  exist  —  it 
exists  in  lovely  settings),  perhaps  a 
weekly  gathering  for  shared  lupch  or  din¬ 
ner,  Bible  study  and  prayer,  group 
discussion  of  job  possibilities,  etc.  could 
be  helpful.  At  least  there  would  be  a  sen¬ 
se  of  support  and  less  sense  of  em¬ 
barrassment  for  being  out  of  work. 

Some  churches  have  food  closets  ready 
at  all  times  for  people  who  come  to  them 


for  help.  This  idea  could  be  expanded  and 
include  clothing,  toys,  etc.  It  is  important 
that  such  help  be  available  with  the  least 
amount  of  embarrassment  to  recipients. 
Talk  about  it  as  “a  way  of  sharing  the  gif¬ 
ts  we  have  in  a  time  of  crisis.”  Good  luck 
in  your  efforts.  And  don’t  forget  Christ¬ 
mas  is  near,  gifts  can  be  made  available 
also. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write,  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  The  biblical  Deborah  helped  her 
people  settle  their  problems  and  our 
modern  Deborah  is  a  counselor  who 
offers  her  insight  into  contemporary 
personal  needs.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Although  individual  letters  cannot  be 
answered,  questions  for  the  column  will 
be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
“Dear  Deborah,"  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex  75 222. 


Palestinian  Liberation  Organization. 

“As  I  look  at  these  resolutions,  I’m  won¬ 
dering  whether  this  is  even  a  Christian  or¬ 
ganization,”  said  Bishop  Crumley. 

“There  has  to  be  a  terminus,  where 
either  there  is  a  change  or  where  we  quit 
putting  money  into  it,”  he  said. 

Joan  Lofgren,  who  attended  the  August 
assembly  as  an  LCA  youth  staffer,  said 
there  is  “no  excuse  for  the  haphazard, 
irresponsible  resolutions.”  But  she  said 
the  “resolutions  were  not  really 
representative  of  what  went  on.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Wee,  a  Lutheran  of¬ 
ficial,  said  there  have  been  some 
problems  with  the  WSCF  but  urged  its 
continued  support. 

“We  have  some  very  evangelical  and 
evangelistic  groups  in  Africa  and  Latin 
America,”  he  said.  And  he  added  that 
support  should  be  given  to  those  in  the  in¬ 
ternational  student  group  “who  have  not 
been  willing  to  give  over  the  leadership  of 
their  struggle  against  oppression  to  the 
Marxist  camp.” 

William  S.  Ellis,  an  LCA  com¬ 
missioner,  said  that  support  for  the 
student  group  should  not  be  based  on 
politics  alone. 

“I  don’t  see  this  in  terms  of  a  victory  or 
defeat  .  .  .  There  are  people  who  are 
touched  (by  the  WSCF)  in  various  kinds 
of  ways  that  we  never  know  about,”  he 
said. 

One  of  the  strengths  of  the  WSCF,  he 
said,  is  that  it  “is  much  closer  to  the 
world  as  it  is  than  any  other  organization 
that  our  young  people  are  associated 
with.” 


“Although  many  mainline  Protestant 
folk  have  left  the  community,  there  are; 
300,000  new  people  in  the  district,"  Mr. 
Knox  reminded  his  United  Methodist 
constituency  in  a  recent  column  in  the' 
church’s  Miami  district  newspaper.: 
“And  the  Hispanic  and  blaclqj 
communities  have  grown.” 

The  study  by  Mr.  Morris  emphasized 
that  growth  by  pointing  out  that  there  are; 
more  blacks  in  Florida  than  either 
Alabama  or  Mississippi.  The  net 
increase  of  blacks  in  the  state  in  the  last 
decade  was  nearly  400,000. 

For  Hispanics,  the  net  increase  was: 
more  than  450,000. 

The  black  population  is  heavily 
concentrated  in  Miami  with  more  than 
one  of  every  five  blacks  in  the  state 
located  in  Dade  County,  Mr.  Morris  said. 
When  Fort  Lauderdale  and  Jacksonville 
are  added,  those  three  metropolitan- 
areas  contain  40  percent  of  the  state’s 
blacks. 

Miami,  he  said,  had  the  largest 
increase  in  black  population  of  any  city 
in  the  South  except  for  Houston. 

Many  Hispanics  and  blacks  have 
become  members  of  traditionally  Anglo 
congregations  and  do  not  appear 
separately  in  many  church  statistics. 

History  of  Hymns 

‘Joy’  carol 
imitates 
Psalm  98 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Joy  to  the  world!  the  Lord  is  cornel 

Let  earth  receive  her  King; 

Let  every  heart  prepare  him  room, 

And  heaven  and  nature  sing. 

In  some  ways  Isaac  Watts'  “Joy  to  the 
World,”  is  an  extraordinary  Christmas 
carol.  First,  it  is  based  on  the  second  part 
of  Mr.  Watts’  “imitation”  of  Psalm  98  — 
that  covering  verses  four  to  nine. 

Despite  the  fact  that  some  of  the  words 
in  the  hymn  also  appear  in  the  psalm,  it 
is  difficult  to  discover  any  close 
connection  between  the  two. 

For  while  the  first  stanza  of  the  hymn 
announces  that  “the  Lord  is  come,”  it  is 
the  only  stanza  which  relates  to 
Christmas  and  the  birth  of  Jesus.  The 
other  stanzas  could  as  easily  be 
appropriate  to  any  season  of  the  year. 

There  is  no  mention  of  the  things  we 
normally  expect  to  find  in  Christmas 
carols  —  no  star,  no  shepherds,  no 
manger,  no  infant,  no  Wise  Men  —  yet 
who  would  deny  this  song  a  choice  place 
among  the  carols? 

The  exuberant  joy  expressed  in  the 
spirit  of  the  psalm  is  present  in  fullest 
measure  in  the  hymn,  but  in  praise  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Mr.  Watts  comes  to  a 
marvelous  climax  in  the  last  couplet: 

The  glories  of  his  righteousness, 

And  wonders  of  his  love. 

For  more  than  120  years,  this  hymn 
was  sung  to  numerous  tunes  which  fit  its 
poetic  structure  (common  meter).  Then, 
in  1839,  Lowell  Mason,  a  New  England 
music  educator,  published  in  Boston  a 
tune  that  has  become  indelibly 
associated  with  these  words. 

Mr.  Mason  indicated  that  it  is  “from 
Handel,”  for  he  borrowed  two  musical 
phrases  from  Handel’s  “Messiah”  ("Lift 
Up  Your  Heads,”  and  “Comfort  Ye”); 
and  wove  them  into  a  joyful  song  for 
Christmas. 

He  named  the  tune  "Antioch,”  for  the 
ancient  Syrian  city  that  was  the  point  of 
departure  for  Paul’s  first  two  missionary 
journeys,  and  where  the  disciples  were 
first  called  Christians. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Hark!  the  Herald  Angels  Sing " 

New  confirmation 
curriculum  announced 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  New  official 
confirmation  materials  for  senior  high 
youth  and  adults  have  been  released  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  replacing. 
“Inquiry,”  a  resource  issued  in  1968. 

Under  development  for  three  years, 
“The  Way:  Confirmation  for  Disciple- 
ship  in  the  United  Methodist  Church”  is' 
written  by  the  Rev.  William  H.  Willi-: 
mon,  pastor  of  Northside  UMC  in  Green¬ 
ville,  S.C.,  and  an  adjunct  professor  of 
liturgy  and  worship  at  Duke  University 
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Record  number  of  gifts  are  made 

/  t 

to  United  Methodist  Foundation 


A  record  number  of  gifts  have  been 
received  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  With  a  month 
left  in  the  fiscal  year,  over  400  individual 
gifts  have  been  made. 

There  are  four  categories  for  donations 
to  the  Foundation:  gifts  to  the 
Permanent  Funds,  the  Church  Extension 
Loan  Fund,  Memorials,  and  gifts  to  one 
of  the  Good  Samaritan  Ministry 
programs. 

The  Church  Extension  Loan  Fund  is  a 
new  project  of  the  Foundation,  begun 
only  this  year.  It  makes  possible  an 
amount  of  money  which  may  be  loaned, 
at  a  low  interest  rate,  for  establishing 
new  churches.  As  money  is  paid  back,  it 
is  loaned  again  to  other  new  projects; 
thus  utilizing  the  initial  gift  and  interest 
it  produces  over  and  over  for  Church 
Extension  projects. 

The  other  three  funds  are  invested  by 
the  Trust  Department  of  one  of 
Louisiana’s  largest  banks,  so  that  the 
principal  sum  remains  intact,  and  the 
interest  produced  is  used  as  the  donar 
directed. 

Following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have 
given  to  the  Foundation  Airing  the 
current  fiscal  year : 

GIFTS  TO  PERMANENT 
FUNDS 

Miss  Hilda  C.  M.  Arndt 
Mrs.  Melba  0.  Barnard 
Dr.  H.C.  Blount 

Mr.  Thomas  B.  Brown,  Jr.  v 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Noble  H.  Byars 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway 

Mrs.  Nancy  Camith 

Mr.  James  L.  Cathey 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Cooke 

Mr.  Harris  D.  Copenhaven,  Jr. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Crain 

't)r.  &  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr. 

Louise  M.  Dickinson 
Mr.  P.E.  Dixon 
.Miss  Lillian  Douglas 
i)avid&  Pam  Fite 
L>r.  Harold  M.  Flory,  Jr. 

.Mrs.  L.  B.  Ganna  way 
;Mrs.  A.  H.  Gray 
;Mr.  L.  M.  Harrison 
'Mr.  0.  D.  Harrison 
;Mrs.  GuyK.  Hebert 
Ben  &  Paririe  Hodde 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Hood 
-Mrs.  O.  J.  Hood 
;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sherrod  Jones 
Mr.  J.  R.  Kavanaugh 
;  Mrs.  Clara  W.  Kennon 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey 
;-Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frederick  R.  Mack 
;^Mrs.  Myrtle  J.  Malone 
“Dr.  Tom  H.  Matheny 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leslie  McKenzie 
Mr.  H.  Leslie  McKenzie 
Dr.  T.  Waldo  Morgan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Owen,  Sr. 

Miss  Ruby  L.  Pittman 

Dr.  Robert  S.  Reich 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Austin  G.  Robertson 

Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Sour 

Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  A.  E.  Stanton 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Stinton 

Mr.  Melvin  H.  Wetherill 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Williams 

(GIFTS  TO  CHURCH 
EXTENSION 
LOAN  FUND 
Miss  Hilda  C.  M.  Arndt 
Mr.  Thomas  B.  Brown,  Jr. 

Vera  J.  Brown 
Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Caraway 
Mrs.  Nancy  M.  Camith 
Doris  J.  Coats 
Theta  C.  Compton 
.  Violetta  G.  Compton 
Floyd  Corty 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobbie  Crump  Sr. 

Louise  Dickinson 
David  &  Pam  Fite 

Friendship  United  Methodist  Church 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Melton  Goins 

Phenia  Harris 

Glenn  Peter  Johnson 

Mrs.  Josie  H.  Jones 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sherrod  Jones 

Bemadine  &  Lucien  Lewis 

Norma  S.  Linden 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frederick  Mack 

Mallalieu  United  Methodist  Church 

Mrs.  Luther  Maran 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leslie  McKenzie 

Mrs.  Peggy  Lee  Mitchell 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Byrl  Moreland 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Moss 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Penniston 

Mr.  Ben  Ramsey 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fulton  A.  Raymond,  Sr. 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Resweber 

Rev.  Linn  C.  Richardson 

Mr.  Shelby  Smith 

Mrs.  Aurelia  B.  Solomon 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Stinson 

Mrs.  Pallie  Terry 

Mrs.  Vera  H.  White 

Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson 

MEMORIALS 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  Crawford,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 


Alexandria  District  Parsonettes,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Robert  B.  Allen,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Miss  Florence  Anthony,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Arizona  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Asbury,  Lafayette-Branton  Circle,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Asbury,  Lafayette-Challengers  Class,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Aurora  United  Methodist,  N.  0.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Women,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Aurora  UMC,  The  Rachel  Circle,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elbert  Aymond,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  M.  Baker,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cliff  Ballard,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Barham,  Sr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Emmitt  C.  Barrow,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Beezley,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Bentley,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Binion,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Blankenbaker,  in 
memory  of  C.  0.  Holland 
Mary  F.  Blankenbaker,  in  memory  of  C. 
0.  Holland 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jon  Block,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Blount,  in  memory  ofr 
Mary  Linh  Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Boddie,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Boyette,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Myrtis  T.  Brandy,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Joyce  S.  Braszel,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Brown,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Brown  Shield  SS  Class,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  Brown,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Josephine  Brumfield,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Buettner,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
BR-Lafayette  Parsonettes,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

BR-Hammond  Dist  Exec  Comm  of 
UMW,  in  memory  of  Mary  Linn 
Caraway 

Broadmoor  UMC  UMW,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerome  Cain,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Cameron,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  H.  Camp,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Campbell,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  in  memory  of  C.  0. 
Holland 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  in  memory  of  Rev. 
George  Harkins 

Mrs.  Minnie  Y.  Caraway,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  and  P.  M.  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  M.  Caraway,  Jr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Cargill,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Nancy  Car  ruth,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  Lee  Cate,  in  memory  of  Mary  Linn 
Caraway 

Mrs.  Martha  Chadwick  &  daughter,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  B.  Chandler,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Childress,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  J.  Chisolm,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Marie  and  James  Christie,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Circle  #  9,  UMW-Mrs.  B  Kouns,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Circle  1,  UMW-Broadmoor  UMC,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Claiborne  Bank  &  Trust,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Clyde  Clark,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Clay,  Jr.,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  Clemons,  in  mem-  , 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Ligon,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pat  Clower,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Cochran,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 


Mrs.  William  (Cooky)  Coffee,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fomby  Coleman,  in 
memory  of  Mary  \inn  Caraway 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Cooke,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Cooke,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  Louis  Coppage,  Jr.,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Couvillion,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  Rocky  Couvillion,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Cox,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Willie  Cox,  in  memory  of  Mary  Linn 
Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  N.  Craton,  Jr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobbie  B.  Crump,  Sr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  andMrs.  H.  B.  Cruthirds,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  Culligan,  in 

memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  Culligan,  in 

memory  of  Joe  Hughes 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  Culligan,  in 

memory  of  A.  Mayfield 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Dartez,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  David,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Layden  C.  Davidson,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  C.  David,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaynor  Dawson,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  0.  L.  Dawson  &  Pattie,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  T.  M.  Deas  &  Family,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Frank  D.  Dennis,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Di*.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  DeLee,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  D.  Ducrest,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Anne  Edmonds,  In  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Lynn  and  Karen  Eskew,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  LokeyFaller,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Ford  &  Family, 
in  memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Foster,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDavid  Foster,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Freeman  Fellowship  Class,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  V.  J.  French,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  Roy  Gage,  in  memory  of  Mary  Linn 
Caraway 

Lois  and  Edwin  L.  Gibbs,  Jr.,  in  memory 
of  Susan  Shirley 

Frances  &  Betty  A.  Gladney,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Gleaner’s  Class,  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Glenwood  Reg.  Medical  Center,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  Noe  E.  Gonzales,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  William  M.  Greenwalt,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Edna  Greer,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Edna  P.  Greer,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyneau  Gregory,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bert  Greve,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

T.  L.  Guice  Family,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  A.  Gwin,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Haley,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Hall,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Halliburton,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Harmon/Ryan  & 
Ginger,  in  memory  of  Mary  Linn 
Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  P.  Hamer,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Harper  and  Gary,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Harrison,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Harris,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  D.  Harrison,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Haynesville  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  B.  Hendricks,  Jr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Hennington,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  G.  Edward  Henry,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 


Mrs.  Blanche  Hensley,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  L.  Hightower,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Hode,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Hollingsworth,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Heckel  Circle,  First  UMC  Homer,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Willing  Workers,  First  UMC  Homer,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Gleanors  Sunday  School,  Homer,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Howell,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Steven  and  Sharon  Hulse,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Vashti  Jacob,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Bill  and  Ruth  A.  Johnson,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Jones,  Jr.  and  Brian, 
in  memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracy  Jones,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  D.  Kelly,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Robert  Kent,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Alan  C.  Kimbrough,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Raleigh  King,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Harold  C.  Knudsen,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

John  and  Helen  Koelemay,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Kress,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Ladies’  Bible  Class  —  Asbury  UMC,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  W.  Lafitte,  in 
memory  of  William  P.  Hardeman,  Sr. 
Miss  Joan  Lay,  in  memory  of  Mary  Uqp 
Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Lay  and  Joanne,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Vivian  F.  Lay,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Lee,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnny  Lee,  in  memory  qf 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Lester,  in  memory  of  Hilary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Natalie  S.  Lewis,  in  memory  of 
William  P.  Hardeman,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Ligon,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  'Terral  T.  Lowe,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  C.  0.  Maddox,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  W.  Marrs,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Eva  Martin,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  F.  B.  Martin,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Martin,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  A.  Martin,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  William  F.  Mayo,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  D.  L.  McBride,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Marguerite  McCan,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Amy  McCastle,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Carolyn  H.  McClendon,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Carolyn  McClean,  in  memory  of  B.  C. 
Taylor 

Mrs.  T.  C.  McConnell,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  C.  B.  McDonald,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  McFarland,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  McKaskle,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  McKenzie,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  McKenzie,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  McKinzie,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  McKenzie,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  James  McLelland,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  McNallie,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Sydney  McVicker,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Melton,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Ruth  Middleton,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Miss  Margorie  Miller,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Cqra way 

Mrs.  T.  Lee  Miller,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Mims,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Builders’  Class  —  Minden  First  UMC,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Brown  Shield  Class  —  Minden  First 


UMC,  in  memory  of  Mary  Linn 
Caraway 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
in  memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Monroe  District  Parsonettes,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Luther  A.  Bodie 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  in 
memory  of  George  Harkins 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Byrl  Moreland,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Penn  Morgan,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  N.  W.  Nelson,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Rasmussen  Class  —  Noel  UMC,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  O’Dell,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Odom,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mildred  and  Julia  Odom,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  Dale  E.  Owens,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Lorene  Owens,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Paris,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Parks,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  P.  Pearson,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Doris  R.  Pennington,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Buren  Perritt,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Perry,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Pierce,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thurmon  Potts,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway  ' 

Mrs.  V.  E.  Prejeant,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs. _  Frank  Price,  Jr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Opal  M.  Price,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Kenneth  Prim  Family,,  ^  memory  of 
Mary  LUm  Cara  way 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Pripz,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle  Pullum,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Potter,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Raine,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Reed,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duane  Rhea,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Roberts,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evan  Robinson,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Robinson,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Norene  Robinson,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Frances  Ruble,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

S.  C.  Jurisdiction,  U.M.  Church,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Lane  Sartor,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  John  Scheel,  Jr.,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  Dennis  H.  Scheen,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Marianne  R.  Schneider,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  George  R.  Schurman,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  T.  Scott,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Miss  Mary  Searles,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Seekers  Class  —  Pat  Merryneau,  in 
piemory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Ed  Seiliger  Family,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard  Shashaguay,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Raymond  Shaw,  Jr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Virginia  K-  Shehee,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Sherman,  Jr., 
in  memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  John  R.  Sills,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Odell  Simmons,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reese  Simmons,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  Floyd  Sims,  Jr.,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Sims,  in  memory  of  Mary  Linn 
Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  V.  Sirman,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Smith,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fredrick  Smith,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Drs.  George  and  Ethel  S.  Smith,  in 


memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Smith,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith,  in  memory  of  Loyd 
G.  Megison,  Jr. 

Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith,  in  memory  of  Paul 
M.  Brown 

Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith,  in  memory  of  J.  C. 
Love 

Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith,  in  memory  of  John 
W.  GlasseU 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shelby  Lee  Smith,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  Shelby  Smith,  in  memory  of  B.  C. 
Taylor 

Mr.  Aubrey  B.  Speer,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  Otis  Spinks,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Stafford,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Stanley,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Stanly,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Stonewall  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  J.  T.  Swann,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  Talton,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eskel  L.  Tatum,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum,  in  memory 
of  B.  C.  Taylor 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Taylor,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Taylor,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Tigner,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Tebow,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Trosper,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar  Turner,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Johnnye  C.  Vise,  in  memory  of 
• !  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Truman  Ward,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Carol  Watkins,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  E.  Watson,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wideman  Watson,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Weir,  Jr.,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Hazel  Whatley,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Christene  White,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Clyde  P.  White,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  White,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  Roy  B.  White,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  T.  Serpell  White,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Williamson,  Jr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Mrs.  Mildred  F.  Williamson,  in  memory 
of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Winnfield  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  in  memory  of  Mary 
Linn  Caraway 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Wren,  Jr.,  in 
memory  of  Mary  Linn  Caraway 
Miss  Gretchen  Yaunt,  in  memory  of 
Mary  Linn  Caraway 

Mrs.  Eugene  Cazedessus,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Adele  M.  Wilder,  in  memory  of  Dorothy 
Knox  Wimberly 

Mr.  and  Mrs;  Warren  Berwick,  in 
memory  of  Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Kennedy,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Grafton,  in 
memory  of  Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mary  Judyiki,  in  memory  of  Dorothy 
Knox  Wimberly 

Joseph  R.  and  Mae  C.  Armstrong,  in 
memory  of  Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Hilda  C.  M.  Arndt,  in  memory  of  Dorothy 
Knox  Wimberly 

Elizabeth  G.  Hynes,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Camille  Cazedessus,  in 
memory  of  Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Minos  Simon,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Carol  &  Jay  Little,  in  memory  of  Dorothy 
Knok  Wimberly 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eldrege  B.  Townsend,  in 
memory  of  Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Charles  &  Agnes  Titkemeyer,  in  memory 
of  Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mrs.  J.  Ralph  Phillips,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  H.  Jones,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Prophit,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mrs.  Helen  F.  Cobb,  in  memory  of 
Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Calhoun,  in 
memory  of  Dorothy  Knox  Wimberly 
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St.  Andrews  Growing 
By  Leaps  and  Bounds 


By  CECIL  BLAND 

St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
the  1000  Club’s  1981-1982  recipient  for  this  conference 
year’s  calls,  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  pastor,  reports  that  since 
Sept.  13  this  year,  over  100  people  have  joined  the  new 
church. 

This  year,  St.  Andrews  is  designated  to  receive  the 
total  of  funds  collected  in  what  last  year  would  be 
termed  three  Calls.  This  is  the  first  church  to  be  so 
selected,  since  it  is  a  new  United  Methodist  Church  in 
one  of  the  areas  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  which  has 
experienced  a  tremendous  population  growth. 

Wideman  reports:  “Since  our  first  worship  service, 
Sept.  13,  over  100  have  joined  the  church.  We  have  an 
active  UMW  with  over  25  members  and  we  have  an 
active  UMYF  with  as  many  as  30  young  people 
attending  each  Sunday  evening.  Our  church  sponsors  a 
share  group  for  single  parents  which  meets  bi-weekly. 
We  had  132  people  (at  last  Sunday’s  service).  On  Oct. 
18,  we  had  a  service  of  Constitution  during  which  we 
elected  officers  who  will  begin  serving  immediately 
and  continue  through  the  1982-1983  year. 

"Our  finance  committee  met  and  proposed  a  budget 
for  1982-1983.  Although  St.  Andrews  received  no 
apportionments  for  this  year,  the  laity  on  the  finance 
committee  thought  we  ought  to  pay  some  anyway. 
Enthusiastically,  they  set  aside  a  generous  portion  for 
every  asking  and  every  special  offering.  They  had 
strong  feelings  that  we  do  not  have  to  wait  until  we 
have  a  building  or  property  before  we  can  be  a  church. 


Si i ire  January  1 978 


Furthermore,  they  insisted  that  we  start  out  as  a 
giving  church  and  not  just  a  receiving  one. 

“There  have  also  been  some  other  developments 
since  we  communicated  last.  I  mentioned  before  two 
sites  at  which  we  were  looking.  Both  of  the  sites  have 
since  been  sold.  The  way  this  area  is  developing  is 


They  had  strong  feelings  that  we  do  not 
have  to  wait  until  we  have  a  building  or 
property  before  we  can  be  a  church.  They 
insisted  that  we  start  out  as  a  giving  church 
and  not  just  a  receiving  one. 

-The  Rev.  Fred  Wideman 
St.  Andrews  pastor 


astounding.  It  seems  that  high  prices  and  the  present 
interest  rate  are  completely  disregarded.  With  the 
interest  rate  dropping.  I  anticipate  the  rate  of 
development  will  increase  even  more.  This,  of  course, 
means  that  available  sites  will  become  even  more 
scarce. 

“Since  my  appointment  here  in  June,  I  have 
discovered  not  only  the  excitement  of  starting  a  new 
congregation,  but  even  more  so,  the  tremendous  need 


of  United  Methodist  churches  in  areas  of  fast  growing 
populations  where  there  are  none.  Since  June,  my 
attitude  toward  church  extension  has  changed 
significantly,  I  no  longer  view  it  as  a  statistical  game  of 
the  “Church  Growth”  people.  I  now  see  church 
extension  as  a  crucial  evangelistic  obligation  of  United 
Methodists  to  take  the  church  to  the  people.  And  it 
would  be  an  understatement  to  say  that  in  this  area  of 
Baton  Rouge,  the  people  want  the  church! 

“We  are  presently  looking  at  a  piece  of  property,  a  6- 
acre  corner  lot  in  an  ideal  location.  This  property 
would  be  sold  to  the  church  at  $80,000  an  acre,  which  is 
cheaper  than  the  going  rate  in  this  area.  It  is  for  sale  by 
owner  and  will  be  financed  by  owner.  The  owner 
mentioned  the  possibility  of  selling  us  3  acres  and 
holding  the  other  3  as  an  option.  This  location  would 
have  the  advantage  of  being  visible  and  accessible  to 
more  than  just  one  of  the  many  subdivisions  in  the 
area.  Nevertheless,  we  are  talking  about  $400,000  to 
$600,000  for  property  alone.  I  hope  this  can  be  a  lesson 
to  us  in  the  future  as  we  move  to  establish  new 
churches  in  other  areas  of  growth. 

St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church  is  to  be 
established  in  the  area  south  of  Interstate  12  and  east  of 
Airline  Highway,  in  southeast  Baton  Rouge,  in  the 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District. 

The  1000  Club  is  striving  to  raise  $75,000  this 
conference  year  to  assist  this  church  find  a  location 
and  build  on  it.  As  can  be  seen  from  Mr.  Wideman’s 
letter,  with  the  cost  of  land  and  buildings  so  high,  this 
figure  will  only  be  a  start. 

But,  already  the  growing  church  is  standing  on  its 
own  feet. 


Emergency  Shelter,  Evaluation 
Not  New  at  Children’s  Home 


By  JOHN  ALLEN, 

Associate  Director 

(ED.  NOTE:  This  is  the  last  of  a  three- 
part  series  about  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston.  It  is  one  of 
six  institutions  owned  and  supported  by 
Good  Samaritan  Ministries.  Your  church 
will  receive  that  offering  December  20th; 
and  we  hope  that  you  will  make  a  point  of 
supporting  it  well. 

Emergency  shelter  care  and  the 
evaluation  programs  are  not  new 
programs  to  MCH.  They  were 
established  in  January  of  1978.  At  that 
time,  the  programs  were  housed  in  two 
separate  buildings  —  one  for  girls  and 
one  for  boys.  Since  that  time  we  have 
found  a  need  to  make  these  programs 
more  structured  and  more  supervised  for 
children.  In  order  to  meet  this  need,  it 
was  decided  that  the  programs  could  be 
combined  into  one  intake  house  with  both 
boys  and  girls  living  in  this  same 


residence. 

The  house  chosen  for  this  purpose  was 
originally  built  as  the  infirmary  around 
1954  and  was  used  as  a  staff  residence 
after  there  was  no  longer  a  need  for  an 
infirmary  at  the  agency.  This  house 
needed  to  be  remodeled  in  order  to  house 
six  girls  and  six  boys  for  the  emergency 
shelter  care  and  evaluation  programs. 
The  renovation  began  in  June  of  1980  and 
was  completed  in  October.  This  house 
has  been  remodeled  in  such  a  way  that  it 
allows  bedrooms  and  baths  for  six  girls 
on  one  end  of  the  house  and  bedrooms 
and  baths  for  boys  at  the  opposite  end. 

In  establishing  this  program  it  was 
necessary  for  us  to  set  up  a  shift-type 
staffing  pattern  in  the  house.  Staff  are 
awake  and  on  duty  in  the  house  24  hours 
per  day.  There  is  also  provision  made  for 
double  and  sometimes  triple  coverage  of 
staff  in  the  house  in  order  to  have  proper 


supervision. 

The  doors  for  the  emergency  and 
evaluation  programs  were  again  opened 
on  October  14.  By  October  20th,  8  of  the  12 
beds  for  children  were  filled.  This  is 
evidence  of  the  great  need  for  these  types 
of  programs  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 
What  do  these  programs  provide?  MCH 
emergency  shelter  care  seeks  to  respond 
immediately  to  crisis  situations 
requiring  temporary  shelter  for  children 
and  youth. 

This  could  result  from  the  break-up  of 
a  family,  child  abuse,  death  of  a  parent, 
or  many  other  situations  that  could  be 
classified  as  a  crisis.  While  a  child  is  in 
our  emergency  shelter  care  program,  he 
or  she  attends  school  on  our  campus 
while  we  work  with  the  agency  or  person 
who  placed  that  child  with  us  in  order  to 
assure  a  more  permanent  placement  for 
the  child  at  the  end  of  the  emergency 
stay. 


Our  evaluation  services  enable  the 
MCH  staff  to  assist  a  child  and  his 
parents  or  guardian  in  making  positive 
plans  for  his  future  in  the  midst  of  crisis, 
turmoil,  and  conflict.  All  children  who 
are  referred  to  MCH  for  residential 
group  care  must  first  be  admitted  to  the 
agency’s  evaluation  program.  The 
evaluation  lasts  approximately  14  days. 
At  the  end  of  the  evaluation  period,  the 
MCH  staff  makes  its  recommendations 
concerning  the  best  possible  placement 
for  the  youth.  If  placement  at  MCH  is  not 
offered  to  the  child,  the  MCH  evaluation 
team  suggests  alternatives  to  the  parents 
and/or  guardians. 

MCH  continues  to  reach  out  its  arms  to 
children  and  families  in  need.  These  two 
programs  and  their  new  home  are 
another  way  in  which  we  have  found  that 
we  can  help  both  families  and  children  in 
our  state. 


Mrs.  Jurlee  Sanders,  a  Residential  Social  Worker  at 
MCH,  grew  up  in  Ruston  and  received  her  training  in 
social  work  at  Louisiana  Tech. 


Mrs.  Jan  McKethan.  Director  of  Educational 
Services  for  MCH,  moved  to  Ruston  from  Wisconsin, 
spent  two  years  in  the  public  schools,  and  then  joined 
the  staff. 


Ms.  Jane  Bernhardt,  Residential  Social  Worker  at 
MCH,  grew  up  in  the  city  of  Shreveport  and  attended 
Noel  Memorial  UMC.  Bernhardt  attended  Northeast 
Louisiana  University  and  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi. 


Around  the  Conference 

Religion  and  Race 
Staff  Member  Makes  Visit 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Shreveport  District 
Metropolitan  Ministries  Board  of  Directors  met  for  a  luncheon 
meeting  at  First  Church,  Shreveport,  with  Yolanda  E.  Rivas,  a 
representative  of  the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Rivas  was  present  to  make  an  on-site  study  of  the  District 
Agency  which  had  applied  for  funds  from  the  Missional  Priority 
Emphasis. 

In  early  October,  the  Funding  Committee  of  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  notifed  the  group  that  the  proposal  was 
under  consideration  but  an  on-site  visitation  by  a  member  of 
their  staff  was  necessary  before  final  approval  can  be 
determined. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  District  Superintendent,  and  Dr. 
Samuel  Walker,  Conference  Director  of  Special  Ministries, 
were  present  to  give  reassurance  to  the  Committee 
Representative  that  this  was  a  worthy  concern  of  the 
Community,  the  Leadership  of  the  Conference  and  the  District. 

A  grant  of  $6,000  is  anticipated  to  be  approved  for  the  project. 

Shreveport  UMW  Elects  Leaders 


The  Shreveport  District  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Annual  Meeting 
was  held  Oct.  11, 1981,  at  the  Lakeview 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

New  District  officers  were  elected 


and  the  installation  service  conducted  District. 


by  Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  Conference 
President. 

The  new  District  President  is  Mrs. 
T.  C.  Sheperd. 

Below  are  pictured  the  newly 
installed  officers  for  the  Shreveport 


Ministers  Reminded  To  Give 
To  Emergency  Fund 

Ministers  of  the  conference  are  reminded  that 
they  are  asked  to  give  one-half  of  one  percent  of  their 
base  salary  for  the  Ministers’  Emergency  Fund. 
This  money  is  used  to  help  ministers  and/or  their 
families  who  have  some  unexpected  trouble  or 
difficulty.  Thru  the  first  of  December,  a  total  of 
$4,897.26  has  been  received  this  year,  and  some 
$15,535.30  has  been  given  in  grants. 
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THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD 

Mrs.  Evelyn  G.  Aldridge,  spouse  of  Rev.  Frank  Aldridge,  died  on  Nov.  25. 
Mrs.  Iola  R.  Southall,  spouse  of  Rev.  Obie  Southall,  died  on  Nov.  29.  Dr. 
W.  E.  Trice,  former  minister  in  Louisiana  and  leader  of  several  General 
Conference  delegations,  died  on  Nov.  19  in  Dallas. 
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U.N.  ‘religious  freedom’  document 
should  be  used  to  test  violations 


After  20  years  of  negotiations,  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly  re¬ 
cently  adopted  a  declaration  “on  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  all  forms  of  intolerance  and  of 
discrimination  based  on  religion  and 
belief’  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  opening  sentence  of  the  first  of 
eight  articles  in  the  document  declares 
“Everyone  shall  have  the  right  to 
freedom  of  thought,  conscience  and 
religion."  It  continues  by  asserting  “This 
right  shall  include  freedom  to  have  a 
religion  or  whatever  belief  of  his  choice, 
and  freedom,  either  individually  or  in 
community  with  others  and  in  public  or 
private,  to  manifest  his  religion  or  belief 
in  worship,  observance,  practice  and 
teaching.” 

We  applaud  those  in  the  General 
Assembly  who  persisted  in  working 
toward  a  collective  affirmation  of  the 
God-given  right  to,  and  human  need  for, 
religious  freedom.  We  also  appreciate 
the  monumental  task  of  developing  a 
document  acceptable  to  persons  of  such 
diverse  ideologies  and  religious  convic¬ 
tions  as  those  who  comprise  the  U.N. 
General  Assembly.  That  such  difficulty 
was  encountered  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  document  was  originally  con¬ 
ceived  as  a  statement  against  religious 
persecution.  As  it  evolved  the  declar¬ 
ation  was  gradually  broadened  so  as  to 
focus  on  freedom  of  conscience  —  which 
includes  all  forms  of  belief  —  religious 
and  non-religious. 

While  affirming  the  significance  of  this 
declaration’s  adoption,  however,  it  must 
be  recognized  that  a  guarantee  of 
religious  freedom  “subject  wily  to  such 
limitations  as  are  prescribed  by  law”  is 
not  likely  to  threaten  many  govern¬ 
ments.  Passage  of  such  laws  could  ef¬ 
fectively  nullify  all  other  provisiwis  of 
the  U  .N.  declarations. 

One  need  not  be  an  expert  on  church- 
state  relations  around  the  world  to  recall 
several  countries  which  provide  for 
freedom  of  “thought  and  conscience” 
relative  to  “religion  and  belief,"  but 
which  also  have  laws  restricting  the 
manifestation  of  those  beliefs.  In  some 
countries  citizens  are  free  to  hold 
Christian  beliefs,  but  forbidden  by  law  to 
organize  a  Sunday  school.  In  some  coun¬ 
tries,  being  a  Christian  automatically  ex¬ 
cludes  one  from  membership  in  the 
nation’s  ruling  political  party.  In  short, 
the  United  Nations’  declaration  to 
eliminate  religious  intolerance  and  dis- 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  300_mem- 
ber-families  of  the  Sunrise  U^JC  in 
Mounds  View,  Minnesota  (Minnesota 
Conference)  and  approximately  1,000 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  of 
Emporia,  Kansas  (Kansas  East  Con¬ 
ference),  which  actually  began  publica¬ 
tion  on  December  4. 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Mounds  View  and 
Emporia  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 
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crimination  is  like  all  other  U.N. 
declarations:  unenforceable. 

We  lament  the  impossibility  of  actually 
guaranteeing  the  practice  of  religious 
freedom  to  millions  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters  around  the  world,  even  as  we  af¬ 
firm  the  efforts  of  United  Nations  mem¬ 
ber-countries  to  promote  such  religious 
tolerance.  At  the  very  least,  however, 
there  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  an  inter¬ 
nationally  accepted  standard  by  which 
individual  cases  of  religious  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  intolerance  can  be  tested. 

For  such  a  document  to  achieve 
maximum  positive  effects  for  the  people 
of  the  world,  leaders  of  the  world’s 
nations  must  be  willing  to  raise  questions 
—  in  public  if  necessary  —  about  report¬ 
ed  violations  of  the  declaration  by  other 
U.N.  member-nations.  Without  the  threat 
of  persecution  before  the  jury  of  world 
opinion,  the  leaders  of  many .  nations 
would  not  hesitate  to  affirm  religious 
freedom  in  principle  while  continuing  to 
restrict  it  in  practice.  Now  that  this 
declaration  is  a  matter  of  record  among 
U.N.  member-nations,  we  urge  the 
leaders  and  citizens  of  our  nation  to  use  it 
as  a  basis  for  advocating  corrective  ac¬ 
tion  whenever  and  wherever  violations 
of  religious  freedom  surface. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


AMY  LOO  IS  A 
AtLAM  OLVZOOL, 
BUT  THIS  IS 
CHRISTMAS  TIME 


IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF 
LOSlE,  I'M  OOIH6 
TO  HER* A 

CHRISTMAS  CARO 


Here  I  Stand 

We  must  allow  images  that  have 
been  hidden  in  the  Bible  to  emerge 


OH  THE  OTHER. 
HAH t?,  Ail  THESE 
C ARC*  ARE  MUCH 
TOO  NICE  F OR  HER 


By  WILLIAM  BOYD  GROVE 

The  Reporter  has  provided  compre¬ 
hensive  coverage  regarding  the  con¬ 
tinuing  dialogue  in  the  church  con¬ 
cerning  the  work  being  done  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  prepara¬ 
tion  of  (1)  a  second  edition  of  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible,  and  (2)  a 
new  inclusive  language  lectionary. 

The  Reporter’s  coverage  has  revealed 
the  dimensions  of  anger  and  fear  in  the 
church  in  response  to  this  issue,  and  has 
brought  reason  and  clarity  to  the 
dialogue.  Those  who  have  followed  the 
evolving  story  must  surely  know  that  the 
purpose  of  the  new  translation  and  lec¬ 
tionary  will  not  be  to  "rewrite  the  Bible” 
from  a  “non-sexist  perspective,”  but  to 
allow  meanings  and  images  long  hidden 
in  the  Bible  to  emerge. 

While  much  of  the  intense  opposition 
to  these  projects  is  a  result  of  misinfor¬ 
mation,  it  is  also  a  fact  that  many  Chris¬ 
tians  resist  any  effort  to  consider  changes 
toward  inclusive  language  in  the  Bible. 

The  office  of  bishop  is,  in  part,  a 
teaching  office,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  my 
responsibility  as  an  Episcopal  Teacher  to 
respond  to  this  often  furious  resistance. 

First,  let  us  consider  whether  or  not  it 


is  appropriate  to  make  language  in¬ 
clusive  when  the  reference  is  to  all  per¬ 
sons,  and  not  just  to  men.  Language  is 
dynamic  —  ever  changing.  It  is  not 
static.  When  the  King  James  Version  of 
the  Bible  was  translated  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  the  word  “suffer”  had  as 
one  of  its  common  meanings  our  word 
“permit”  or  "allow”  or  “let.”  By  the 
time  the  Revised  Standard  Version  was 
translated  in  the  1950’s,  the  word  “suf¬ 
fer”  meant  to  most  people  to  “ex¬ 
perience  pain.”  Thus,  the  scholars  in 
translating  the  text  caused  the  familiar 
verse  to  read  not  “Suffer  the  children  to 
come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not”  but 
“Let  the  children  come  unto  me  and  do 
not  hinder  them  .  . .”  (Matthew  19:14- 
15). 

‘Man’  changed  meaning 

Once,  the  word  “man”  meant  either 
“male  person”  or  “person.”  Male 
references  are  no  longer  the  commonly 
accepted  way  of  connoting  all  humanity. 
Thus,  to  be  understandable,  Bible  trans¬ 
lation  today  should  use  inclusive 
language  when  the  original  text  does  not 
forbid  it.  This  should  be  done  in  the  name 
of  clear  communication,  and  also  in  the 


Christian  faith  should  stress  Christian  values 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Reporter’s  Nov.  6  issue.  Bishop 
Wayne  Clymer  identified  himself  as  both 
an  “evangelical”  and  a  “humanist.”  He 
does  so  feeling  the  “New  Right”  misuses 
terms.  I  disagree. 

The  bishop  rightly  notes  that 
humanism  has  a  number  of  definitions, 
some  quite  honorable  and  historical. 
Today,  however,  humanism  is  an  um¬ 
brella  that  seeks  to  cover  those  who 
stress  “human”  values.  The  American 
Humanist  Association  has  no  place  in 
these  values  for  sacredness  or  the  divine. 
Humanist  psychology  likewise  tends  to 
baptize  anything  a  human  thinks  or  does 
as  a  value.  It  is  not  the  “New  Right”  that 
has  distorted  the  word  but  those  who  use 
it  today  and  call  themselves  humanists. 

The  point  is  that  the  Christian  faith  is 
not  in  business  to  stress  human  values, 
but  Christian  values.  Humans  value 
many  things,  and  always  have.  Among 
their  values  are  love,  lust,  peace, 
aggression,  humility,  power,  selfless¬ 
ness,  and  selfishness.  To  talk  of  human 
values  is  chaotically  misleading.  A 
good  deal  of  the  moral  mess  we  are 
now  in  comes  from  the  attempt  to  sanc¬ 
tify  destructive,  self-centered,  and 
corrupting  values  that  humans  treasure. 
The  role  of  the  church  is  not  to  proclaim 
human  values,  but  Christian  values.  This 
is  what  the  Good  News  is  really  all  about. 

Paul  H.  Wragg 
Greenwood,  Delaware 

Wildmon-Cappleman 
dialogue  might  be  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  your  carrying  recent  ar¬ 
ticles  concerning  the  influence  of 
television  on  our  lives. 

The  article  headlined  “Networks  un¬ 
dermine  religious  values”  concerning 
Mr.  Don  Wiidmon’s  views,  and  recent 
comments  by  Mr.  Charles  Cappleman, 
Vice  President  of  CBS  and  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  leads  me  to  suggest  that  a 
dialogue  between  these  two  persons 
might  be  most  informative  and  helpful. 

Could  the  Reporter  provide  such  a 
format? 

Mike  Vandiver 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 


Cartoon  is  world’s  worst 

and  most  tragic  untruth 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Nov.  20  cartoon  with  the  caption 
“The  Lord  God  made  enough  for  all,  if  all 
of  us  share  enough!  ”  is  the  world’s  worst 
and  most  tragic  untruth. 

The  Lord  God  made  each  woman  with 
300-plus  “eggs”  and  each  man  with 
millions  of  sperm,  and  sex  is  humanity’s 
most  popular  sport. 

This  little  planet  is  running  short  of 
natural  resources.  The  oceans  are  being 
stripped  of  fish.  Each  year  there  is  less 
arable  land  and  more  desert.  We  are  run¬ 
ning  short  of  fresh  water,  oil  for  tractors, 
fertilizer  and  pesticides. 

The  population  explosion  guarantees 
the  production  of  millions  more  humans 
who  will  die  of  starvation. 

Nothing  except  worldwide  programs  of 
birth  control,  abortion  and  sterilization 
can  prevent  this  disaster,  but  nobody  — 
even  our  President  at  Cancun  —  will 
even  mention  these  facts  of  life. 

JohnB.  Murray 
Arlington,  Texas 

Church  school  curriculum 

needs  to  be  made  clear 

To  the  Editor: 

If  the  church  school  is  ever  to  be 
revitalized,  and  is  to  be  the  catalyst  for 
church  growth,  it  is  essential  that  we 
have  church  school  lesson  material  that 
motivates  the  children. 

Children  need  to  be  taught  that  the 
theme  of  the  Bible  is  Jesus  Christ,  learn¬ 
ing  first  things  first,  starting  with  the 
creation,  continuing  in  progression, 
through  the  patriarchs,  Joseph,  Moses, 
through  the  judges,  the  kings,  continuing 
through  the  birth,  life,  death,  and 
resurrection  of  Christ,  and  beyond. 

There  are  so  many  truths  in  the  Bible 
that  no  person  can  learn  all  of  them  in  a 
lifetime  of  study,  so  why  do  our  writers 
use  “made-up”  stories  in  our  children’s 
Sunday  School  books? 

This  is  just  one  instance:  “The 
Younger  Elementary  Student,”  Fall 
1981,  Part  2,  Page  4.  The  first  sentence 
is:  “This  play  could  have  happened 
during  the  time  Jesus  walked  from 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


village  to  village.”  Some  of  the  charac¬ 
ters  in  this  story  are  Rebekah,  Samuel, 
Rachel,  Simon,  Levi,  Jesus  and  Jesus’ 
disciple.  The  subject  of  the  story  is 
Matthew  19: 14(a):  “Let  the  children 
come  unto  me,  and  do  not  hinder  them.” 
The  only  characters  in  this  story  as  listed 
in  the  Bible  are  Jesus  and  His  disciple, 
and  the  rest  are  fictitious  as  far  as  the 
story  in  our  student  book  is  concerned. 

If  the  children  have  been  taught  that 
Rebekah  belongs  to  Isaac,  Rachel 
belongs  to  Jacob,  Samuel  was  the  last  of 
the  judges,  Levi  was  Jacob’s  son  or 
Jesus’  disciple,  Simon  was  also  Jesus’ 
disciple,  no  conscientious  teacher  will 
want  to  confuse  her/his  class  by  teaching 
this  story.  This  is  just  one  of  many 
lessons  that  are  confusing  to  children  in 
our  literature. 

Iam  pleading  to  whomever  has  any  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  writers  of  our 
curriculum,  to  impress  upon  them  to  give 
us  material  worthy  of  our  time  and 
preparation. 

Evelyn  Ashcroft 
Brandenberg,  Kentucky 

UMs  can  join  National 
Camping  Methodist  club 

To  the  Editor: 

How  many  camping  United  Methodists 
know  that  there  is  a  National  Camping 
Methodist  (NCM)  club  founded  in 
February  1975  in  Plainville,  Ct.?  It  is  a 
family  club  with  a  purpose  to  aid, 
assist,  provide  safety  and  comfort  in  our 
campouts,  and  to  enjoy  the  out  of  doors  in 
a  wholesome  Christian  atmosphere.  In¬ 
dividual  chapters  are  being  formed  all 
over  the  United  States,  and  there  are 
over  200  members  now.  Members  get  a 
list  of  fellow  members  which  could  be  a 
help  in  case  of  emergency  while 
traveling. 

Our  national  president  is  Louis 
Christiansen  of  Joplin,  Mo.  For  further 
information,  write  the  NCM  Club  mem¬ 
bership  secretary,  Richard  Long,  R.F.D. 
«2,  Reynolds  St.,  Danielson,  Connecticut 
06239. 

Our  Florida  chapter  is  named  the  SON- 
SHINE  Chapter.  ..  .  , 

Jean  Milamch 
Orlando,  Florida 


Belated  ‘thanks  again 5 for  one  who 
taught  me  perspective  and  more 


The  day  for  our  annual  governing 
board  meeting  had  finally  arrived.  I  was 
in  the  final  stages  of  getting  dressed  to 
leave  the  house  when  the  phone  rang.  A 
moment  later,  my  wife  came  and  told 
me:  "W.  E.  died  last  night,  and  they 
knew  you  would  want  to  know.” 

Weeks  of  intense  preparation  for  our 
annual  gathering  of  directors  from 
across  the  country  suddenly  seemed 
rather  unimportant.  One  to  whom  I  owed 
ever  so  much  was  gone,  and  would  be  at¬ 
tending  no  more  of  our  meetings,  and  I 
hadn’t  said  either  “thanks”  or  “good¬ 
bye”  to  him  lately.  Pressed  with  the  need 
to  get  on  with  the  annual  meeting,  I  found 
myself  too  numb  fully  to  feel  the  pain  of 
his  death  or  to  express  my  grief. 

W.  E.  Tnce  was  a  man  small  in 
physical  stature  who  played  a  giant  role 
in  the  lives  of  many  United  Methodists. 
Professionally,  he  was  like  a  second 
father  to  me.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
search  committee  and  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  which,  in  1969,  decided  to  risk  en¬ 
trusting  the  editorship  of  The  Texas 
Methodist  to  a  young  man  barely  out  of 
seminary.  He  continued  as  my  board 
chairman  for  four  years,  during  which 
time  the  paper's  reputation  as  a  source 
of  accurate  religious  news  and  an  inde¬ 
pendent  editorial  voice  was  established 
across  the  nation. 

I’m  sure  I  caused  W.  E.  to  wince  many 
a  time  during  those  years.  By  nature,  he 
most  relished  the  role  of  unifier  or  recon¬ 
ciler.  Time  after  time,  however,  he  stood 
firm  in  the  face  of  a  variety  of  external 
pressures  which  would  have  com¬ 
promised  the  paper's  editorial  integrity. 


Without  W.  E.’s  willingness  and  ability  to 
assume  that  uncomfortable  role,  the 
Reporter  would  likely  be  a  much  dif¬ 
ferent  paper  today.  Later,  he  brought  the 
same  leadership  qualities  to  our  entire 
Communications  Council,  which  he 
headed  from  1973-77. 

During  our  years  of  working  together, 
W.  E.  helped  me  to  understand  “church 
politics”  as  something  neither  good  nor 
evil  in  itself,  but  the  necessary  process  of 
making  decisions.  We  determine 
whether  our  politics  are  good  or  evil  by 
the  way  in  which  we  participate  in  that 
process,  he  said.  W.  E.  was  a  consistently 
positive  influence  on  the  politics  of  the 
church,  insisting  on  decisions  being 
made  on  top  of  the  table,  and  always 
looking  for  ways  to  build  bridges  between 
opposing  positions. 

For  several  years,  W.  E.  also  was  my 
pastor.  He  baptized  each  of  our  three 
children,  and  was  always  there  when  we 
faced  sickness  and  sorrow.  W.  E.’s  per¬ 
spective  on  life  influenced  mine  — 
usually  for  the  better  —  in  many  ways. 
For  example,  we  were  once  playing  golf 
and  after  falling  well  behind  him,  I  ex¬ 
pressed  fiendish  delight  as  he  calmly 
planted  three  consecutive  balls  in  a  pool 
of  water  to  even  the  score.  Competitive 
person  that  I  am,  I  noticed  how  unruffled 
he  was  and  asked  him  why  he  didn’t 
seem  to  care  if  he  won  or  lost.  He  said 
since  he  had  to  deal  with  so  many  mat¬ 
ters  of  real  consequence  all  day  long,  he 
had  decided  it  made  no  sense  to  attach 
very  much  importance  to  a  golf  score. 
“So  I  hit  the  ball  as  best  I  can  and  then 
don’t  fret  about  the  result,"  he  said  He 
scored  heavily  with  that  point. 


All  UM  churches  should 
be  in  appointive  system 
To  the  Editor: 

Week  after  week  I,  along  with  thou¬ 
sands  of  other  United  Methodist  pastors 
and  laypersons,  find  the  Reporter  one  of 
the  best  places  to  find  out  what  is  really 
going  on  within  our  denomination. 
Recently  I  have  found  the  “Classified” 
section  most  revealing  in  terms  of 
“what’s  going  on.” 

Throughout  the  denomination  our 
larger  churches  are  continually  seeking 
the  services  of  religious  specialists: 
DCE’s,  youth  advisors,  music  directors, 
organists  and  the  like.  The  Reporter 
provides  probably  the  best  place  for 
churches  to  advertise  for  these  services. 

But  every  once  in  a  while  there  ap¬ 
pears  an  ad  of  which  the  following  is 
typical:  “Growing  southwest  Florida 
United  Methodist  Church  desires  young 
ordained  couple  to  serve  as  associate 
minister  with  education  and  possibly 
music  or  youth  priorities.  Salary  ex¬ 
cellent  ...” 

My  friends  in  United  Methodism,  I 
must  ask,  what  ever  happened  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  system?  Do  we  still  have  chur¬ 
ches  that  are  so  powerful  that  they 
operate  under  a  “call”  system  with  the 
blessing  of  the  resident  bishop? 

Without  indicating  any  bias  relative  to 
church  size,  isn’t  it  about  time  that  the 
“First  Churches”  of  United  Methodism 
returned  to  the  connectional  system  with 
regard  to  pastoral  leadership? 

Glen  W.  Bocox 
Areola,  Illinois 

Jesus  came  to  transform 
people  from  status  quo 

To  the  Editor : 

I  get  so  tired  of  hearing  good  people  — 
and  I  mean  that,  they  really  are  good 
people  —  who  think  that  the  UM  church 
has  only  one  hope,  and  that  is  returning 
to  popular  ultra-conservative,  funda¬ 
mentalist  stances. 

We  spend  so  much  of  our  time 
worrying  about  keeping  people  in  our 
church  so  that  the  church  —  unlike  our 
Master  —  won’t  die,  and  so  little  time 
remembering  that  Jesus  was  a  Man  who 
came  not  to  bless  and  commend  the 
status  quo,  but  to  transform  the  people 
who  created  that  status  quo  for  their  own 
security.  _  __  . 

Dave  Maly 
Navarre,  Ohio 


William  Grove 
name  of  justice.  Many  Christians 
believe,  and  I  am  among  them,  that  the 
use  of  male  references  to  describe  both 
men  and  women  produces  unconscious 
assumptions  that  “male  is  what  counts.” 
In  my  opinion,  that  is  clearly  not  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Biblical  text. 

The  second  and  more  controversial 
issue  has  to  do  with  the  appropriateness 
of  using  other  than  masculine  images  to 
convey  the  nature  of  God.  This  to  me  is 
an  issue  of  profound  theological  signifi¬ 
cance.  We  must  not  write  into  the  Bible 
images  that  are  not  there.  But  we  must, 
if  we  are  to  be  faithful  Biblical  people, 
allow  images  that  are  there,  and  have 
been  hidden  to  emerge,  so  that  they  may 
become  visible. 

God  is  greater  than  our  images,  and 
every  image,  while  helpful  to  our  un¬ 
derstanding,  provides  only  a  partial 
glimpse  of  the  mystery  of  God.  That 
theological  fact  produced  the  clear 
Biblical  warning  that  it  is  idolatrous  to 
absolutize  a  particular  image  of  the  God 
whom  “no  eye  hath  seen.”  In  Old 
Testament  times  the  warning  was  against 
the  creation  of  “graven  images” 
(Exodus  20:4).  We  must  make  “language 
images,”  and  the  Bible  itself  certainly 
does  so.  But  to  treat  any  image  as  a  com: 
plete  and  total  picture  which  “captures 
God”  is  idolatry. 

Images  hidden 

The  Bible  was  written  in  a  male- 
oriented  culture.  Thus,  most  of  its 
images  of  God  are  masculine.  But  it  is 
clear  to  me  that  the  Bible  also  has  other 
masculine  images  that  tend  to  be  hidden 
because  of  the  language  patterns.  For  in¬ 
stance,  consider  Genesis  1:27,  “So  God 
created  man  in  his  own  image;  in  the 
image  of  God  he  created  him;  male  and 
female  he  created  them”  (underlining  my 
own).  This  verse,  carefully  read,  teaches 
us  two  things:  (1)  the  masculine  gender 
was  used  in  the  translation  to  refer  to 
“humanity,”  and  not  only  to  men;  and 
(2)  Female  and  the  feminine,  as  well  as 
male  and  the  masculine,  provide 
“images”  or  “reflections”  of  God. 

I  would  strongly  resist,  as  a  Christian 
and  as  a  bishop,  efforts  to  remove 
images  that  are  clearly  Biblical,  i.e. 
“Father”  and  “Lord.”  But  I  will  resist 
with  equal  vigor  efforts  to  resist  Biblical 
research  which  will,  I  believe,  discover 
within  the  original  texts  images  that 
have  in  the  past  received  little  or  no  at¬ 
tention  because  of  the  presuppositions 
that  grew  out  of  male-dominant  language 
patterns. 

To  say  that  God  is  not  “Father”  is  un- 
biblical.  To  say  that  God  is  only 
“Father”  is  also  unbiblical.  It  is  also 
idolatrous. 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  -forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove,  is  episcopal  leader 
of  United  Methodism’s  West  Virginia 
Area,  with  offices  in  Charleston. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to: 
" Here  I  Stand,”  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 

By  WANDA  STURGILL  VAIL 
Palo  Pinto,  Texas 

We 

like  the  scribes 
look  for  Christ 
to  come 
in  our  own 
prethought  way ; 
and  still 
He  comes 
in  His  time 
in  His  way 

and  we  fail  to  recognize  Him 


Spurgeon  Dunnam  III 


During  the  past  couple  of  years,  cir¬ 
cumstances  resulted  in  our  not  being 
together  as  frequently  as  before.  We  also 
found  ourselves  from  time  to  time  in  the 
unaccustomed  position  of  speaking  on  op¬ 
posite  sides  of  an  issue  on  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  floor.  Rather  than  hashing  out 
those  differences  —  most  of  which  were 
probably  about  as  important  as  a  golf 
score  —  we  just  didn’t  talk  about  them.  It 
didn’t  occur  to  me,  I  guess,  that  one  of  us 
might  not  live  to  see  them  reconciled 
later. 

W.  E.  Trice  was  one  of  the  finest  ser¬ 
vants  of  Jesus  Christ  I  have  ever  known. 
Since  he  served  significant  congre¬ 
gations  in  Louisiana  and  Texas,  and 
was  a  delegate  to  numerous  United 
Methodist  General  Conferences  and 
World  Methodist  Conferences,  many  of 
you  knew  and  loved  him.  Those  who  did 
not  know  him  were  the  losers.  A  fund  in 
W.  E.’s  memory  has  been  established  by 
the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  to  extend  the  church’s  media 
ministries  —  an  area  to  which  he  con¬ 
tributed  so  much.  Any  contributions  for¬ 
warded  to  me  will  be  placed  in  that  fund. 

Members  of  the  Reporter’s  board  took 
the  unprecedented  action  of  recessing 
our  annual  meeting  long  enough  for  us  to 
attend  W.  E.'s  funeral.  I’m  sure  he  saw 
my  tears  and  recognized  the  depth  of  my 
anguish  from  his  new  vantage  point  in 
eternity.  I  still  wish  I’d  taken  time  and 
made  the  effort  to  call  him  sometime 
during  the  last  year  to  say  “Thanks  again 
for  all  that  you  mean  to  me.”  Is  there 
someone  to  whom  you  ought  to  place  such 
a  call? 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


■  -  'A  b0//r, 


Suppoft^ 

The  Albert  Schweitzer  Institute,  founded  in  1962,  serves  ap¬ 
proximately  400  children  daily.  Of  that  number,  135  are  chil¬ 
dren,  ages  6  through  12,  who  have  handicapping  conditions. 
These  children  have  small  brain  damage,  emotional  blockade 
and  psychomotor  disabilities. 

The  Institute  is  the  only  school  in  three  provinces  to  provide 
this  valuable  service.  Because  of  government  regulations  which 
demand  the  construction  of  an  anti-seismic  building,  needed 
resources  have  been  limited. 

Your  gift  can  build  and  provide  special  education  and  care  for 
children  with  handicapping  conditions. 


ADtANCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
WORLD  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
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U.N.  affirms  religious  freedom  after  20-year  debate 


UNITED  NATIONS  (RNS)  -  The  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  has  adopted  a 
declaration  on  the  elimination  of  religious 
intolerance  which  has  been  under  negotiation  for 
some  20  years. 

Taking  into  account  the  diverse  ideologies  and 
religions  in  the  world  today,  the  document 
affirms  “freedom  of  thought,  conscience  and 
religion”  as  a  basic  human  right  which  should  be 
enjoyed  by  all  individuals,  subject  to  national 
laws. 

Religious  freedom  is  already  implied  in  the 
Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  and  the 
Interna tional  Covenants  on  Human  Rights.  But 
the  need  for  a  separate  document  to  deal 
specifically  with  religion  and  belief  has  been 
sought  by  a  number  of  countries  since  the  1960s. 

The  declaration  was  originally  conceived  to 


counter  religious  persecution.  However,  in  an 
attempt  to  make  it  more  universally  acceptable 
and  applicable,  drafters  of  the  latest  document 
have  focused  on  the  fundamental  issue  of 
freedom  of  conscience,  which  includes  all  forms 
of  belief.  • 

Catholic  theologian  Michael  Novak,  U.S. 
representative,  said  the  United  States  recognizes 
that  “all  human  rights  begin  in  freedom  of 
thought,  conscience,  religion  and  belief. 

Liberty  burns  in  all 

“There  is  a  burning  center  of  liberty  and 
conscience  in  every  human  person,”  he  said. 
“Each  has  an  inner  life  .  .  .  Each  follows  the 
clues  of  existence  upon  this  planet  and  respects 
its  moral  universe  as  best  he  can  decipher  it.  All 
our  rights  flow  from  this  ultimate  dignity. 


Whoever  fails  to  respect  this  spark  in  us  is  blind 
to  the  power  and  the  glory  of  humanity  in  us  — 
and  offends  not  simply  an  individual,  but 
humanity  itself,  and  not  simply  humanity  but  (as 
religious  persons  believe)  God,  who  is  the  power 
and  the  glory  of  man.” 

Dr.  Novak  noted  that  delegates  who  worked  on 
the  document  last  winter  in  Geneva  added  the 
word  “belief”  to  the  term  “religion  ...  for  we  all 
wished  to  show  how  extensive  our  respect  for 
freedom  and  thought  and  conscience  is. 

“Many,  perhaps  most  in  these  United  Nations, 
are  religious— Buddhist  and  Muslim,  Baha’i, 
Mormon,  Hindu,  Catholic,  Orthodox,  Protestant, 
and  others.  But  some  human  beings,  in  freedom 
of  thought  and  conscience  and  choice,  are  not 
religious .  .  .  They  too,  are  worthy  of  respect.” 

While  the  declaration  doesn’t  create  legal 


rights  and  obligations,  it  provides  the 
international  community  with  a  statement  of 
fundamental  principles  on  human  rights  in 
religion  and  belief. 

The  eight-article  declaration  proclaims  the 
right  to  freedom  of  thought,  conscience  and 
religion  “either  individually  or  in  community 
with  others  and  in  public  or  private,  to  manifest 
his  religion  or  belief  in  worship,  observance, 
practice  and  teaching.” 

However,  these  rights  are  subject  “to  such 
limitations  as  are  prescribed  by  law  and  are 
necessary  to  protect  public  safety,  order,  health 
or  morals  or  the  fundamental  rights  and 
freedoms  of  others.” 

Article  4  says  all  states  shall  take  effective 
measures  to  prevent  and  eliminate 
discrimination  based  on  religion  or  belief  "in  all 


fields  of  civil,  economic,  political,  social  and 
cultural  life.” 

Family  has  religious  rights 

Concerning  the  rights  of  parents  and  children, 
Article  5  says  parents  or  legal  guardians  have 
the  right  to  “organize  the  life  within  the  family  in 
accordance  with  their  religion  or  belief  and 
bearing  in  mind  the  moral  education  in  which 
they  believe  the  child  should  be  brought  up.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  child  is  to  be  “protected 
from  any  form  of  discrimination  on  the  ground  of 
religion  or  belief”  and  be  brought  up  in  a  “spirit 
of  understanding,  tolerance,  friendship  among 
peoples,  peace  and  universal  brotherhood, 
respect  for  freedom  of  religion  or  belief  of  others 
the  best  interests  of  the  child  being  the 
guiding  principle.” 


TV  ministry  gets  ‘second  chance’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Awash  in  red  ink,  the  11- 
month-old  United  Methodist  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  fundraising 
campaign  received  a  major  revamping 
last  week  plus  “a  second  chance.” 

With  almost  $1  million  spent,  the 
campaign  has  received  less  than  $200,000 
in  cash  and  pledges.  But  “pulling  the 
plug  now  would  be  premature”  when  the 
benefits  are  just  starting  to  come  in,*the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
was  told  here  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  officials. 

Acknowledging  that  serious  "miscal¬ 
culations”  had  been  made  in  the  General 
Conference-approved  campaign  to  raise 
at  least  $25  million  outside  the  church’s 
regular  giving  channels  by  1984  to  launch 
the  television  ministry,  UMCom  officials 
announced  a  major  revamping:  a  new 
“grassroots”  fundraising  approach  which 
has  the  support  of  the  bishops,  a  “leaner 
staff”  and  a  projected  television  ministry 
with  “more  specifics”  including  an  in¬ 
ternal  network  for  local  church,  district 
and  conference  use. 

“What  went  wrong?” 

The  finance  council  agreed  the  effort 
needed  every  chance  to  succeed  and 
decided  to  give  UMCom  a  six-month 
“grace  period”  before  requiring  the  first 
monthly  $40,000  repayment  next  July. 
UMCom  had  requested  a  year,  but  this 
arrangement  came  only  after  some  five 
hours  of  open  debate  and  behind-closed- 
doors  discussion  over  “what  went 
wrong?”  and  “where  is  the  campaign 
headed?” 

“We  started  too  big,  too  fast,”  said 


Charles  Cappleman,  UMCom  president. 
“We  underestimated  the  complexity  of 
conducting  a  campaign  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church;  we  underestimated 
the  enormity  of  the  task  and  we 
underestimated  the  time  needed  to 
interpret  and  cultivate  the  UM 
constituency  before  a  payback  could 
reasonably  be  expected.  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Cappleman  said,  “We  hired  what 
appeared  to  be  the  best  fundraising 
counsel.  Six  of  the  10  firms  interviewed 
all  said  the  same  thing  —  go  for  the  big 
bucks  first  in  a  top-down  strategy.  But 
what  we  discovered  was  that  we  failed  to 
use  the  connectional  system  and  major 
donors  have  yet  to  kick  in  sizable,  (six- 
figure)  gifts.” 

Further,  he  said,  fundraisers  expect 
that  a  minimum  of  24  months  is  needed  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  such  a  massive 
voluntary  effort.  On  the  plus  side,  he  said, 
the  campaign  does  have  some  results  to 
show  for  its  effort;  cash  and  pledges  of 
about  $200,000  in  since  active  solicitation 
started  two  months  ago,  some  68 
chairpersons  and  320  leadership 
volunteers  (about  15  percent  of  the  2,000 
sought)  are  in  place,  20  area  campaigns 
out  of  73  planned  are  in  an  “advanced” 
level  of  development,  and  a  potential 
donor  list  of  some  10,000  names  has  been 
assembled. 

Church  still  likes  idea 

He  said,  “We  have  also  discovered 
there  is  a  high  degree  of  interest  and 
support  for  a  television  presence  and 
ministry  in  the  church.  Of  some  8,000 
responses  to  a  poll  mailed  to  UM 
ministers,  for  example,  84  percent 
supported  the  concept  of  a  television 
ministry.” 


Mr.  Cappleman  said  UMCom  is  also 
encouraged  by  the  affirmation  of  the 
bishops  recently  at  their  Pittsburgh 
meeting  and  the  naming  of  a  special 
advisory  committee  of  five  bishops. 

In  moves  to  “recut  the  pattern  to  fit  the 
cloth,”  he  said  “major  cuts”  in  the  7- 
person  campaign  staff  would  be 
announced  by  mid-December  as  well  as 
some  “lesser  cuts”  in  UMCom  staff  and 
program. 

Second,  the  revised  campaign  costs 
amounting  to  about  $40,000  per  month  of 
a  half-million  dollars  for  1982  will  be  paid 
out  of  the  UMCom ’s  own  Media 
Ministries’  annual  $2.5  million  budget. 

Finance  officials  said  their  primary 
responsibility  is  to  recover  the  $1  million 
loan  plus  14  percent  interest,  and  with 
repayment  guaranteed  out  of  UMCom ’s 
own  Media  Ministries  budget,  they 
agreed  to  the  six  month  stay. 

They  had  misgivings  about  what  would 
happen  to  the  agency’s  regular  functions, 
however,  with  about  $40,000  per  month  of 
its  budget  assigned  to  continue  the 
fundraising  campaign  and  another 
$40,000  —  starting  in  July  —  for  monthly 
repayments. 

UMCom  president  Mr.  Cappleman 
said  effects  would  be  temporary. 

A  motion  by  the  Rev.  Vernon  Lee  of  the 
Central  New  York  Annual  Conference  to 
require  immediate  repayment  was 
defeated.  The  financial  officers  felt  that 
taking  such  a  step  would  make  it  look  like 
they  were  responsible  for  pulling  the  plug 
on  a  troubled  campaign  that  might  yet 
succeed. 

Further,  the  finance  officials  learned 
that  shutting  down  the  campaign  would 
cost  about  the  same  amount  as  giving  it 
some  “elbow  room”  until  July. 


Gifts  sail 
with  fleets 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON  —  Christmas  on  the  high 
seas  will  carry  a  bit  of  Christian 
caring  for  ships’  crews  from  many 
countries  as  the  International 
Seaman’s  Center  here  continues  its 
eight-year-old  gift-giving  ministry. 

“Call  it  anything  but  charity  or  a 
chore,”  the  Rev.  Bob  Lowe,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  on  special 
appointment  to  the  center,  wrote  in 
his  port  ministry  newsletter. 

The  center  collects  gift-wrapped 
packages  for  the  crews  of  the  ships 
which  pass  through  the  Port  of 
Houston  after  mid-November  and 
which  will  be  at  sea  Dec.  25. 

The  center,  located  within  300  yards 
of  the  port’s  nearest  wharf,  also  gives 
packages  at  Christmas  to  seafarers 
who  show  up  there.  On  Christmas 
Eve,  a  worship  service  is  held. 

The  gift  packages  project  “is  the 
biggest  one  we  do  every  year,”  Mr. 
Lowe  told  the  Reporter. 

Last  Christmas  6,730  packages  were 
sent  to  sea  aboard  222  ships  flying  the 
flags  of  13  countries. 

Mr.  Lowe  said  it  is  not  unusual  to 
have  crews  of  more  than  one 
nationality  and  faith  on  board  a  ship. 
The  Christmas  packages,  he  added, 
have  been  accepted  well  by  non- 
Christians  . 

A  bit  of  drama  enacted  off  the  coast  of 
Cartagena,  Colombia,  last  Christmas 
was  shared  in  a  letter  from  the  captain 
of  the  SS  Margaret  Lykes. 

“Some  ‘old  timers,’  30  years  and 


Within  300  feet  of  where  ships  like  this  one  load  cargo,  the  Houston 
International  Seamen’s  Center  carries  out  its  ministry. 
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more  at  sea,  had  never  been 
remembered  this  way  before,”  James 
J.  Robinson  wrote.  “Some  were  a 
little  misty-eyed,  but  all  very  happy.” 

Then,  just  after  Christmas  supper, 
Mr.  Robinson  wrote  that  an  SOS  picked 
up  by  the  ship’s  radio  operator  chilled 
the  warmth  of  the  holiday 
atmosphere.  A  ship  was  afire,  its  crew 
abandoning  the  vessel.  Since  the  SS 
Margaret  Lykes  was  only  42  miles 
away,  it  sped  to  the  site  to  engage  in 
the  search  and  eventual  rescue  of  13  of 
the  original  21-member  crew. 

The  survivors  got  warm  food,  hot 
showers  and  some  clothing  from  the 
crew  of  the  SS  Margaret  Lykes  —  and 
their  own  toothpaste,  brushes, 


shaving  cream  and  disposable  razors 
from  the  Houston  Christmas 
packages. 

“It  turned  out  that  the  Christmas 
presents  from  the  people  of  your 
church  and  those  of  others  were  first 
appreciated  by  my  crew  and  later 
more  gratefully  received  by  some 
who  were  more  in  need,”  Mr. 
Robinson  wrote. 

Mr.  Lowe  said  similar  port 
ministries  are  located  in  other  cities. 
People  interested  in  contributing  to 
their  Christmas  or  other  programs 
should  contact  the  port  authorities  in 
cities  in  their  own  parts  of  the  country 
to  learn  how  to  participate. 


UM  contributions  steady 
despite  economy  pinch 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodists  appear 
to  be  giving  as  much  or  more  to  their 
church  in  spite  of  the  economic 
recession,  according  to  financial 'officials 
meeting  here  last  week. 

With  just  one  month  remaining  in  1981 
—  the  first  year  of  the  four-year 
quadrennial  cycle  —  66  percent  of  the 
$28.4  million  World  Service  Fund  goal 
has  been  met  with  receipts  of  $18.6 
million. 

“Percentage-wise,  that’s  about  where 
we  were  the  first  year  of  the  last 
quadrennium,”  said  the  Rev.  Ewing 
Wayland,  general  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  He  added 
that  the  Nov.  30  total  is  an  increase  of  $1.6 
million  over  1980  for  the  same  period. 

Dr.  Wayland  told  council  members 
here  that  “World  Service  receipts  are  in 
very  good  shape.”  Much  of  the  money  is 


traditionally  received  during  the  last 
month  of  the  year. 

Evelyn  Griffith  of  Grosse  Pointe, 
Mich.,  said  the  hard-pressed  Michigan 
area  was  also  keeping  pace.  “We’re 
coming  through  all  right.” 

“People  go  to  church  more  in  hard 
times,”  she  said.  “And,  when  they  go  to 
church  more  regularly,  they  give  more 
regularly.” 

The  Rev.  Vernon  L.  Lee,  executive  for 
the  Central  New  York  Annual 
Conference,  said  their  receipts  are  7 
percent  ahead  of  this  time  last  year. 
“We’ve  yet  to  see  whether  the  30  percent 
that  normally  comes  in  the  last  15  days 
does  come  through,”  he  said,  but 
expectations  are  to  finish  the  year  about 
4  percent  ahead  overall. 

Mr.  Lee  said  he  feels  the  conference’s 
new  system  of  reporting  monthly  to  local 
church  treasurers  accounts  for  much  of 
the  increase. 


—  SHARON  MIELKE 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Animal  shelter  builder  wins 

Kent  Lash,  United  Methodist  and 
recipient  of  the  Kansas  “Conserva¬ 
tionist  of  the  Year”  award,  doesn’t 
mind  keeping  house  for  critters  and 
varmints. 

Mr.  Lash,  site  manager  of  Camp 
Chippewa,  a  640-acre  campsite  owned 
by  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference,  is  upgrading  the  natural 
dwelling  place  of  thousands  of 
animals.  He  hopes  the  camp  will  also 
attract  more  campers  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Lash  has  made  _  many 
improvements  around  the  camp,  near 
Ottawa,  Kan.,  and  the  governor’s 
award  recognized  his  achievements  in 
wildlife  conservation.  For  instance, 
he  has  constructed  brush  piles  of 
bushes  and  old  truck  tires  as  shelters 
for  land  animals  from  birds  of  prey. 

“Recently,  Kansas  passed  a  law 
protecting  hawks  and  owls,  so  there 
are  a  lot  more  of  them  to  go  after  the 
rabbits,”  Mr.  Lash  said.  “The  brush 
piles  provide  a  hiding  place  for  the 
rabbits,  so  the  birds  go  after  more 
rats  and  mice  —  a  help  to  farmers.  I 
think  that’s  a  good  deal,”  he  said. 

In  addition  to  their  five  children, 
Mr.  Lash,  40,  and  his  wife,  Lanene, 
host  several  foster  children 
throughout  the  year.  Living  at  the 
camp  is  ideal  for  them,  Mr.  Lash  said. 
“People  are  always  complaining 
about  problem  children.  Cities  around 
here  are  becoming  more  urbanized, 
and  kids  in  urban  settings  often  have 
too  much  time  on  their  hands.  That’s 
where  the  trouble  starts.  Out  here,  we 
put  a  kid  on  a  horse  and  say  ‘ride.’ 
They  stay  busy  and  interested  for 
hours,”  he  said. 


Kent  Lash 


As  site  manager,  Mr.  Lash  works 
part-time  for  the  conference,  but 
would  like  to  see  the  position  extended 
to  full-time.  “There  are  so  many 
things  we’d  like  to  do  here.  The  camp 
is  used  mostly  by  church  groups  for 
retreats,  but  with  more  improve¬ 
ments  and  better  facilities,  this  could 
become  a  camp  for  all  kinds  of  nature 
lovers  and  campers  looking  for  a  place 
to  see  deer,  wild  turkey  and  red  | 
squirrels.  We  want  to  encourage  that.” 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON  I 


Seminary  review  assailed  again 

Ecumenical  accreditation  head  sees  threat  in  independent  UM  effort 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH  —  United  Methodism’s 
controversial,  first-ever  review  of  non- 
UM  seminaries  has  come  under  further 
criticism  —  this  time  from  the  head  of 
the  195-member  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  (ATS). 

The  Rev.  Leon  Pacala  warned  that  the 
United  Methodists’  independent  venture 
threatens  ecumenical  relationships. 

United  Methodist  educational  officials 
countered  that  their  denomination  had  to 
apply  its  own  “higher”  standards 
because  the  ATS  review  process  has 
become  so  “watered-down.” 

That  is  one  of  the  two  main  reasons 
United  Methodists  set  up  a  second  level 
of  review  and  accreditation,  the 
Reporter  was  told  by  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  head  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
What  actually  kicked  off  the  decision,  he 
said,  were  reports  from  annual 
conferences  that  new  ministers  were 
coming  out  of  ATS-accredited  schools 
lacking  elementary  understanding  of  and 
commitment  to  UM  structures  and 
traditions. 

For  years,  accreditation  by  ATS  has 
been  accepted  by  nearly  all 
denominations  as  the  standard  for 
whether  a  seminary  is  qualified  to  train 
their  ministerial  candidates.  For 
decades,  any  seminary  receiving  ATS 
accreditation  automatically  went  on  the 
“approved”  list  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

But  in  1980,  the  UMC’s  University 
Senate  —  upon  prompting  by  General 
Conference  —  decided  to  use  additional 
criteria  to  review  the  163  ATS-accredited 
schools.  Last  spring,  the  senate  placed  30 
of  them  off  limits  for  United  Methodist 
ministerial  candidates  (24  of  those  chose 
not  to  be  reviewed ) . 

“There  cannot  help  but  be  a  negative 
implication,”  Dr.  Pacala  said  at  a 
regularly  scheduled  November  meeting 
here  of  presidents  and  deans  from  the  13 
United  Methodist-related  seminaries. 

ATS  accreditation  is  a  review  by  other 
ATS  schools,  Dr.  Pacala  said.  That  fits 
the  traditional  idea  of  the  seminaries  as  a 
“hybrid,  rooted  in  the  worlds  of  academe 
and  the  church.”  American  seminaries 
have  been  beholden  primarily  not  to  a 
denomination  but  to  the  universal 
church,  he  maintained.  United  Methodists’ 
“substitution”  of  denominational  review 
for  peer  review  threatens  to  fragment 
American  theological  education  and  break 
it  down  into  denominationalism,  he  said. 

Already,  Dr.  Pacala  said,  other 
denominations  are  considering  allowing 
ministerial  candidates  to  attend  only 
their  own  seminaries. 

And  denominational  seminaries  are 
contributing  to  the  fragmentation  by 
increasingly  viewing  themselves  as 


instruments  of  the  denomination  rather 
than  as  independent  schools.  Seminaries 
should  train  persons  to  be  ministers  to 
Christ,  not  of  any  particular  denom¬ 
ination,  Dr.  Pacala  said.  Once  they’ve 
graduated,  students  can  get  their  special 
training  toward  ordination  requirements 
from  the  denominations,  he  suggested. 

The  new  United  Methodist  criteria 
require  that  seminaries  provide  UM 
students  with  courses  on  United  Method¬ 
ist  heritage,  doctrine,  structure  and 
discipline.  In  addition,  the  criteria 
require  “approved”  seminaries  to 
demonstrate  “inclusiveness”  on  the 
faculty  and  the  student  body  on  the  basis 
of  gender  and  ethnic  background. 

Closer  ties  between  denominations  and 
seminaries  are  a  correction  of  a 
fallacious  effort  in  the  1960s  to  move 
theological  education  farther  from  the 
churches  and  link  it  more  to  the  univer¬ 
sities,  Dr.  Trotter  said.  He  spoke  during  a 
session  of  restrained  comments  after  Dr. 
Pacala  delivered  an  hour-long  paper 
which  he  called  “worrying  out  loud.” 

ATS  standards  ‘too  low’ 

“This  is  a  20-year  debate,”  Dr.  Trotter 
said.  Twenty  years  ago  when  ATS  had 
only  80  —  mostly  mainline  Protestant  — 
seminaries,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
could  rely  on  ATS  accreditation  of  a 
school,  he  said.  But  since  then,  ATS  has 
accredited  more  and  more  diverse 
schools  with  a  large  number  of  the  175 
present  members  being  Roman  Catholic 
and  “evangelical”  schools. 

Some  UM  leaders  complained  that  ATS 
standards  have  fallen  to  the  lowest 
common  denominator. 

For  example,  ATS  has  a  standard  for 
academic  freedom  as  related  to  a 
seminary  requiring  all  its  faculty  to 
subscribe  to  a  particular  creed.  But  the 
standard  isn’t  strong  enough  to  meet  the 
needs  of  a  pluralistic  denomination  such 
as  the  UMC,  some  of  the  United 
Methodists  said  —  and  neither  are  ATS 
standards  on  inclusiveness. 

For  the  most  part,  Dr.  Trotter  said, 
ATS  accreditation  is  adequate  for  an 
academic  review.  But  it  no  longer 
insures  that  the  religious  needs  of  a 
denomination  are  being  met,  he  said. 

Dr.  Pacala  acknowledged  that  ATS 
reviews  seminaries  somewhat  on  the 
basis  of  how  the  schools  define  their  own 
mission.  But  he  added:  “I  think  it’s 
important  that  some  of  these  more 
sectarian-type  schools  have  decided  to 
value  theological  education  and  move 
into  the  mainstream  by  seeking  ATS 
accreditation.” 

Dr.  Trotter  said  ATS’  addition  of  some 
of  those  schools  has  brought  major 
changes  in  the  character  of  annual 
conferences  where  those  seminaries  are 
located.  For  example,  Ashland 


Theological  School  in  Ohio  received 
accreditation  in  1969.  Whereas  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference  had  not  had 
ministers  coming  from  that  seminary, 
since  then  (at  least  partly  because  of 
location)  a  fairly  large  percentage  of 
new  ministers  have  come  from  the 
seminary  which  offers  a  “conservative” 
theological  education,  according  to  some 
of  its  graduates.  Ashland  is  affiliated 
with  The  Brethren  Church  (not  to  be 
confused  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren). 

Ashland  was  one  of  six  seminaries 
which  sought  University  Senate  approval 
but  failed.  Two  others  also  were 
accredited  during  the  recent  ATS 
broadening  of  its  constituency:  Trinity 
Evangelical  in  Illinois  (1973)  and 
Erskine  in  South  Carolina  ( 1981 ) . 

But  the  other  three  seminaries  which 
failed  the  review  have  been  accredited  as 
long  or  nearly  as  long  as  UM-related 
seminaries:  Lutheran  in  Philadelphia 
(1938  —  two  years  after  ATS  began 
accrediting)^  Lutheran  Southern  in  South 


Carolina  (1944)  and  Eastern  Baptist  in 
Philadelphia  ( 1954 ) . 

Three  criticisms  ‘not  valid’ 

Dr.  Trotter  said  there  is  no  validity  to 
three  reasons  advanced  by  some  critics 
as  to  why  the  University  Senate  has 
initiated  its  own  review  process : 

•  Fear  of  the  number  of  new  ministers 
coming  from  conservative  seminaries: 
Nearly  all  of  the  conservative  seminaries 
with  large  UM  populations  were 
approved  last  spring,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

•  An  attempt  to  push  more  United 
Methodists  into  the  UM-related 
seminaries:  The  percentage  (44  percent 
of  UM  students  go  to  non-UM  seminaries) 
“just  hasn’t  been  changing  much.” 

•  An  effort  to  give  the  University 
Senate  something  to  do:  The  executives 
of  UM  colleges  and  seminaries  who  serve 
on  the  senate  have  “plenty  to  keep  them 
busy”  without  adding  unnecessary  work. 

The  senate  will  meet  again  in  January 
to  consider  appeals  from  some  of  the 
“disapproved”  seminaries. 
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Agenda  omits  spiritual  needs  of  aged 

Pocketbook  issues  over-riding  emphasis  of  White  House  conference 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 
WASHINGTON  -  The  pocketbook 
outdistanced  the  prayer  book  by  a 
country  mile  in  both  the  agenda  and  in 
participants’  concerns  at  the  White 
House  Conference  on  the  Aging  Nov.  30- 
Dec.  3. 

Economic  security,  particularly 
through  Social  Security,  was  the 
conference’s  over-riding  emphasis.  By 
contrast,  “spiritual  well-being,”  a  goal  of 
some  religious  groups  associated  with 
the  conference,  was  largely  missing.  And 
there  were  few  references  to  the  role  of 
religious  organizations. 


Social  Security  main  issue 

The  more  than  2,000  delegates  closed 
the  conference  amid  stormy  protests  that 
the  Reagan  administration  tried  to  rig 
the  conference.  Some  charged  that  the 
administration  had  “stacked"  key 
committees  with  delegates  sympathetic 
to  its  positions,  including  plans  to 
balance  the  federal  budget  by  cutting 
programs  that  benefit  the  elderly  and 
possibly  changing  eligibility  for  Social 


Security  payments. 

The  conference  almost  foundered  on 
the  Social  Security  issue.  That,  combined 
with  the  committee  and  voting  process 
left  many  participants  frustrated  and 
angry.  Delegates  —  a  majority  of  whom 
were  “older  people”  —  demonstrated, 
physically  and  vocally,  as  they  tried, 
and,  to  some  extent,  succeeded,  to  secure 
some  changes. 

The  conference  ended  with  a  quick  vote 
for  a  total  package  of  more  than  600 
recommendations  which  followed  some 
12  hours  of  debate  in  14  committees  but 
no  discussion  in  plenary. 

Recommendations  included  asking 
that  Social  Security  benefits  not  be 
reduced,  that  mandatory  retirement  not 
be  eliminated,  that  housing  be  made 
affordable  for  the  elderly,  that  access  to 
services  be  made  without  regard  to  race 
or  language,  and  that  the  elderly  be  used 
more  as  volunteers. 

All  these  are  related  to  the  nation’s  25 
million  persons  over  age  65,  a  group 
growing  by  600,000  per  year. 

In  approved  recommendations  related 
to  religion,  the  conference  urged  for- 


Leaders 9  views  clash 
on  tuition  tax  credit 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

In  Washington,  D.C.,  a  Protestant 
leader  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
archbishop  took  predictably  opposing 
views  following  the  recent  defeat  there  of 
a  controversial  tuition-tax  credit 
proposal. 

United  Methodist  Washington  Area 
Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  was  among 
church  leaders  speaking  against  the 
proposal  before  the  Nov.  3  balloting.  He 
had  said  the  proposal  "offers  false 
promises.’’ 

Bishop  Wertz  said  that  his  statement 
was  in  keeping  with  the  position  of  his 
denomination,  which  last  year  decided  to 
oppose  tuition  tax  credits. 

“We  specifically  oppose  tuition  tax 
credits  or  any  other  mechanism  which 
directly  or  indirectly  allows  government 
funds  to  support  (private)  schools  at  the 
primary  or  secondary  level.  Public  funds 
should  be  used  only  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  whole  society.” 

Under  the  defeated  plan,  Washington 
taxpayers  would  have  been  allowed 
credit  against  the  city’s  income  tax  of  up 
to  $1,200  for  each  child  for  “qualified 
education  expenses.”  However,  to 
receive  this  much  credit  a  family’s 
income  would  have  had  to  be  at  least 
$25,000. 

The  Washington  proposal  lost  by  a  9  to 
1  margin. 

Many  felt  that  this  defeat  could  have 
an  impact  on  similar  proposals 
elsewhere. 

One  who  disagreed  was  the  Most  Rev. 
James  A.  Hickey,  Roman  Catholic 
archbishop  of  Washington.  He  said  that 
the  defeat  “should  have  no  bearing  on  the 
merits  of  federal  tuition  tax  credit 
legislation  or  on  the  prospects  for  its 
enactment.” 

Archbishop  Hickey  said  that  proposed 
federal  legislation  is  significantly 
different  from  the  D.C.  proposal.  “It 
provides  for  a  much  smaller  credit  and  is 
limited  to  the  parents  of  school  children. 
It  is,  in  other  words,  both  modest  in  scope 
and  equitable  in  terms  of  eligibility,”  he 
said. 

The  Washington  proposal  was  opposed 
by  a  coalition  of  teachers’  unions,  local 


public-employees  unions,  religious 
leaders  and  most  of  the  district’s  elected 
officials.  Their  general  criticism  was 
that  it  would  benefit  only  the  rich  who  are 
privileged  enough  to  enroll  their  children 
in  private  schools. 

Washington  Mayor  Marion  Barry 
compaigned  against  the  tax  credit.  He 
estimated  it  would  siphon  between  $24 
and  $38  million  from  the  D.C.  treasury 
and  cause  a  hike  in  property  taxes  and 
curtailment  of  city  services. 

President  Reagan  has  reiterated  his 
“strong  commitment”  to  tuition  tax 
credits. 

The  bill  in  the  Senate  this  year  whicn 
would  provide  a  credit  on  federal  in¬ 
come  taxes  for  50  percent  of  tuition 
with  a  maximum  credit  of  $250  in  1982 
and  a  rise  in  the  maximum  to  $500  in  1983. 


mation  of  networks  including  religious 
organizations  as  partners,  having  those 
networks  be  advocates  for  the  elderly, 
having  churches  use  existing  sizeable 
residences  for  shared  housing, 
recognizing  that  any  person  in  long-term 
care  has  “the  right  to  free  access  to 
spiritual  care,”  and  calling  on  the 
federal  secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  to  convene  a  panel  to  “develop 
strategies  for  more  effective 
incorporation  of  the  religious  sector, 
consistent  with  the  First  Amendment, 
into  the  continuum  of  support  services.  ” 

Small  role  for  religion 

Some  dismay  developed  over  the  small 
role  of  religion  in  this  conference  in 
contrast  to  similar  conferences  of  1961 
and  1971.  Among  the  protests  was  a  letter 
to  President  Reagan  from  the  National 
Interfaith  Coalition  on  Aging,  headed  by 
Betty  Letzig  of  New  York  and  directed  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Cook  Jr.  of  Athens, 
Ga.  The  Coalition  objected  to  the 
disassociation  of  the  conference  from  an 
interfaith  opening  service  traditionally 
associated  with  the  main  event  and  also  a 
reduction  in  committees  which 
eliminated  any  dealing  specifically  with 
"spiritual  well-being.” 

Ms.  Letzig  noted  that  NICA  was  a 
direct  outgrowth  of  efforts  to  implement 
the  1971  conference’s  section  on  spiritual 
well-being. 

Ms.  Letzig  is  chairperson  of  the  United 
Methodist  interboard  staff  committee  on 
aging.  At  the  conference’s  close,  she 
said,  “Now  it’s  time  (for  the  church)  to 
go  back  to  work.”  She  expressed 
satisfaction  in  the  main  with  the 
conference’s  recommendations  and 
pleasure  that  procedural  blocks  had  been 
overcome. 

“The  implications  are  clear,”  she  said, 
“that,  while  the  churches  have  been  in 
the  forefront  in  terms  of  ministry 
through  institutions,  we  have  failed  to 
live  up  to  our  potential  or  our 
responsibility,”  especially  in  terms  of 
ministry  to  the  95  percent  of  the  aging  not 
in  institutions. 

She  pointed  out  that  many  persons 
being  cared  for  at  home  as  well  as  care¬ 
givers  have  been  forgotten  by  the 
church.  The  conference  made  this  visible 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  at  Key 

Memorial  UMC  Emphasis  on  children  and  youth 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  901  East  Houston, 
Sherman.  TX  75090.  (214  )  892-9162. 


OPENING  FOR  ASSISTANT  PROFESSOR  of 
Pastoral  Care.  September  1962  Should  hold  MDiv 
and  earned  doctorate  or  ABD  Broad  competence  in 
Pastoral  Care  and  Pastoral  Theology,  capacity  to 
make  scholarly  contribution  to  the  field,  knowledge 
of  and  experience  in  the  Black  church.  To  teach  in 
M.Div.  and  D.Min.  programs,  possibly  Graduate 
School.  Request  application  requirements  from: 
Prof  Charles  Courtney.  Drew  University,  Madison. 
NJ  07940  or  call  (201)  377-3000.  Equal  opportunity/ 
affirmative  action  employer 


ACCEPTING  RESUMES  for  fulltime  Director  of 
Music  and  Youth.  First  UMC.  Main  and  Kansas. 
Garden  City.  KS  67846 


BIBLE  LANDS  -  ISRAEL  -  EGYPT  -  February 
15-S,  1982  7th  deluxe  tour  led  by  pastor  Don  Haarup 
Information  Box  31.  Brainerd.  MN  56401.  Phones: 
218 1  829-4116.  829-6076 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  Fulltime 
position  in  1.100-member,  multiple-staff  church  in  a 
growing  island  community  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
This  position  involves  a  primary  focus  in  developing 
a  total  youth  ministry  program  to  include  sixth  grade 
through  college  The  secondary'  emphasis  is  in 
developing  music  ministries  for  children  and  youth. 
Contact  Rev  Cardy  Edmundson.  P  O.  Box  1118,  St. 
Simons  Island.  GA  31522.  Phone  (912)  638-3317 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.  —  One  used  Christmas  tree  makes  a  lonely  scene  against  a  new 
United  Methodist  building  here,  but  there  are  nearly  20  others  from  last  year  and 
more  expected  this  year  in  a  unique  recycling  enterprise. 

Recycled  trees  take  root 

through  the  holidays  and  then  donated 
them  to  the  church.  Volunteers  did  all  the 
hauling  from  the  nursery  to  the  homes 
and  then  to  the  church;  a  backhoe  was 
donated  to  dig  the  28  holes,  so  the  church 
spent  virtually  no  money  on  its  new 
trees. 

The  300-member  congregation,  only 
three  years  old,  moved  into  its  new 
building  in  September.  The  church  has  12 
1/2  acres  about  two  miles  from  the  heart 
of  this  city  of  250,000  population. 

Mr.  Philpot  said  the  church  had  had  to 
add  a  few  plantings  during  the  year  for 
those  1980  Christmas  trees  which  died  or 
were  stolen.  One  person  offered  some 
shrubs  to  complete  the  landscaping 
scheme. 

The  pastor  said  he  expected  a  few 
more  than  last  year’s  28  families  to 
participate  in  this  year’s  Christmas  tree 
recycling. 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.  -  Recycled 
Christmas  trees  paid  off  so  well  a  year 
ago  on  the  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  construction  site  that  the  church 
is  repeating  the  process  this  year. 

“But  we  learned  some  things  in  our 
first  venture  and  we’re  trying  not  to 
make  the  same  mistakes,”  the  Rev. 
Danny  Philpot  told  the  Reporter. 

About  half  the  trees  planted  a  year  ago 
—  the  firs  —  lived.  The  other  half  —  white 
pine  —  died.  Lesson  learned?  Stick  with 
fir  trees. 

Another  lesson?  Some  people  will  steal 
a  fresh  Christmas  tree  anywhere  they 
can  find  it,  even  in  a  churchyard. 

The  church  saved  an  estimated  $1,200 
last  year  by  using  the  live  trees  as  part  of 
its  city -required  landscaping  plan. 
Twenty-eight  church  families  bought  one 
tree  each  from  a  local  nursery, 
decorated  them  for  home  use,  used  them 
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Mac  Davis  television  show 
taped  at  UM  church 

PASADENA,  Calif.  (UMNS)  -  First 
United  Methodist  Church  here  is  the  site 
for  the  taping  of  a  one-hour  holiday 


visit 

SPECTACULAR  SCANDINAVIA 
July  7,  1982  —  15  Days 

Custom-designed  Privote  Coach  Tour  '**  Tour  Host:  Rev.  Jim  Brinks 
Double  ValueTour: 

1 .  Scenic  beauty  of  Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark,  including  Fjord  cruise 


2.  Numerous  extra  features 

—  people-to- people  contacts 

—  special  visits  with  church  leaders 


$1 .995  from  Atlanta 

Reserve  early  —  ovoid  airfare  increases 


—  history  and  culture  studies 

—  MANY  MORE 

Write  today  for  free  brochure: 
GLOBAL  FRIENDSHIP  TRAVEL 
1727  Clifton  Rd. 

Atlanta,  GA  30329 


Be  sure  your  church  always  orders 


enough  copies  to  spread  the  joy  of  His  word 

Che  Upper  Room 


Che  Upper  Room  :SF“ 

•  Spanish  Large 

“ PRAYER  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE "  Prim  / 


~-R  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE "  Print  /  Contemporary 

/  Devotional 

1908  Grand  Avenue  •  P.O.  Box  189  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 


musical  feast  featuring  Mac  Davis,  The 
Commodores,  Andrae  Crouch,  and  the 
Pointer  Sisters. 

“The  Mac  Davis  Christmas  Special: 
Christmas  is  a  Song”  will  be  shown  over 
NBC  Monday,  Dec.  14,  from  10  to  11  p  m. 
(eastern  time.) 

First  elected  UM  Bishop 
dies  at  69  in  Germany 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Ernst  Sommer, 
69,  of  Frankfurt/Main,  Germany,  died 
Nov.  7  in  Frankfurt,  according  to  word 
received  here. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  May  1968 
Bishop  Sommer  had  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  person  elected  bishop  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  formed 
only  a  month  earlier  with  the  union  of  the 
Methodist  and  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches. 

Bishop  Sommer  administered  the  work 
of  the  church  in  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany  and  West  Berlin  until  his 
retirement  in  1977. 

Son  of  the  late  Methodist  Bishop  J.  W. 
E.  Sommer,  Bishop  Ernst  Sommer  was 
widely  known  for  his  work  in  Christian 
education  and  his  service  on  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  World  Council  of 
Christian  Education. 


in  such  a  way,  she  added,  that  the  church 
“has  to  reassess  its  programming  to 
respond,"  not  only  to  individuals  but  also 
as  an  agent  for  coordination  of 
comprehensive  services  by  and  to  the 
community. 

This  is  in  the  face  of  the 
administration’s  recognition,  she 
asserted,  that  "religious  organizations 
constitute  by  far  the  largest  single 
network  of  voluntary  community 
organizations  serving  the  elderly”  and 
the  administration’s  voiced  anticipation 
that  religious  organizations  “will  assume 
expanding  roles  in  the  coordination  and 
provision  of  services.” 

An  unofficial  "open  mike”  session  of 
three  hours  was  co-chaired  by  Dr.  Arthur 
S.  Flemming,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  from  Washington.  Former  U.S. 
commissioner  of  aging  and  a  member  of 
the  conference’s  advisory  committee,  he 
was  given  standing  ovations  whenever  he 
appeared.  He  was  fired  recently  by 
President  Reagan  as  head  of  the  federal 
Commission  on  Civil  Rights. 

President  Reagan  made  a  surprise 
appearance  to  deny  that  his  actions  on 
Social  Security  and  other  economic 
issues  make  him  “somehow  an  enemy  of 
my  own  generation.” 

Some  delegates  asked  that  there  be  no 
more  such  conferences,  as  they  were  not 
a  good  mechanism  to  get  opinion. 

At  the  pre-opening  worship  service  in 
National  (Episcopal)  Cathedral,  Cynthia 
Wedel,  former  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  asserted  that  the 
elderly  “need  to  be  seen  as  mature, 
caring  and  loving  —  then  we  can  leave 
our  destinies  in  God’s  hands.” 


Fire  damages  United  Methodist  building 


DAYTON,  Ohio  —  An  early-morning  fire  damaged  the  United  Methodist  Building 
here  Nov.  24.  No  one  was  in  the  building  when  the  fire  was  discovered.  Officials  of  the 
Dayton  Fire  Department  said  the  cause  was  arson.  Fire  department  sources  said 
damage  was  about  $55,000.  Both  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  are  housed  in  the  building,  the  headquarters  of  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church.  photo  by  Ralph  baker 


Survey  finds  clergywomen  content 


HARTFORD,  Conn.  (RNS)  -  A  new 
study  on  Protestant  women  pastors 
shows  that  while  many  receive  small 
beginner’s  wages,  "on  the  balance”  the 
women  feel  satisfied  by  their  gains  and 
congregations  are  generally  supportive. 

“Clergywomen  have  arrived,”  the 
Ford  Foundation-sponsored  study  said  in 
a  summary  of  its  major  conclusions. 

“  ...  Despite  the  fact  that  clergy¬ 
women  have  been  parish  ministers 
a  far  shorter  time  than  clergymen,  the 
difficulties  they  are  encountering  in  their 
churches  are  no  more  onerous  than  those 
that  men  are  facing  as  parish  ministers. 
The  general  feelings  of  competence  in 
ministerial  tasks  and  satisfaction  in  the 
parish  ministry  reported  by  the 
clergywomen  equal  or  excel  those 

Service  honors 
church  martyrs 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodists  were 
among  250  persons  who  joined  in  song, 
prayer  and  silent  meditation  here  Nov.  29 
at  an  ecumenical  service  of  solidarity 
and  memorial  for  the  “martyred  church 
of  Latin  America.” 

The  service  here  was  one  of  many  held 
across  the  United  States 
commemorating  the  deaths  of  clergy, 
nuns  and  lay  missioners  killed  in  the 
violent  political  unrest  in  Central 
America.  A  recent  United  Nations  report 
indicates  that  9,250  political  murders 
were  committed  in  El  Salvador  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1981,  more  than  all 
those  reported  killed  in  1980. 

The  shooting  death  of  Archbishop 
Oscar  Romero  and  the  rape/murders  of 
three  nuns  and  a  female  missionary  in  El 
Salvador  last  year  stunned  the  Christian 
world  and  heightened  U.S.  awareness  of 
Christian  suffering  in  other  countries. 

“These  deaths  should  not  evoke  only 
sadness  but  realization  of  our  Christian 
duty  to  liberate  the  poor  and  oppressed  in 
the  world,”  retired  UM  Bishop  Eugene 
Slater  said. 

“We,  as  Christians  in  the  U.S.,  have 
tended  to  take  our  faith  for  granted,  but 
here  we  are  reminded  that  we  are  to  do 
justice,  love  mercy  and  walk  humbly 
with  God,”  the  bishop  said.  “There  can 
be  no  peace  without  justice,  and  we  now 
recognize  that  we  have  a  ministry  to  the 
poor  —  not  only  the  poor  in  Latin 
America,  but  to  the  poor  at  home  as 
well.” 

“Struggling  is  not  a  new  story,  it  has 
been  going  on  for  centuries,”  said  the 
Rev.  Edwin  Sylvest,  a  professor  at  UM- 
related  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  “The 
vocation  of  those  men  and  women  who 
died  was  to  proclaim  that  Jesus  Christ 
reigns  supreme.  The  sacrifices  they  have 
made  were  for  the  liberation  of  the  whole 
world.  Even  in  death,  that  is  good  news 
for  the  poor,  sight  to  the  blind,  freedom 
for  the  oppressed,”  he  added. 

Each  participant  in  the  service  carried 
a  slim,  wooden  reed,  symbolizing  the 
martyrs  and  those  Christians  still  being 
persecuted  in  Central  America.  Each 
person  dropped  the  reed  into  an  earthen 
jar  at  the  altar  and  presented  a  cash 
offering  which  will  aid  Salvadoran 
refugees. 

The  service  was  sponsored  jointly  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Dallas, 
the  Interreligious  Task  Force  on  Central 
America  and  the  Greater  Dallas 
Community  of  Churches. 

In  the  concluding  prayer,  the  Rev.  Zan 
Holmes  Jr.,  pastor  of  St.  Luke 
Community  UMC,  heralded  the  Christian 
martyrs  “willing  to  make  the  ultimate 
sacrifice.”  He  prayed  that  Christians  in 
the  U.S.  would  unite  in  the  continuing 
push  toward  world  peace  and  justice. 

“Make  us  your  instruments,  so  that  the 
struggles  of  one  become  the  struggles  of 
us  all,"  Dr.  Holmes  said. 


reported  by  the  clergymen.’ 

The  study  was  conducted  by  Dr. 
Jackson  Carroll,  director  of  the  Center 
for  Social  and  Religious  Research  at  the 
Hartford  Seminary;  Adair  Lummis, 
another  Hartford  researcher  and  Dr. 
Barbara  J.  Hargrove,  a  professor  at 
United  Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver.  The  researchers 
interviewed  a  random  sampling  of  635 
clergywomen  and  739  clergymen  from 
nine  mainline  Protestant  denominations, 
as  well  as  373  laywomen  and  355  laymen. 

Generally  paid  less 

The  study  found  that  women  clergy  are 
generally  paid  less  than  men,  women 
feel  a  greater  sense  of  accomplishment 
than  men  in  the  same  denominations, 
and  churches  with  liberal  theological 
views  are  more  likely  to  appoint  women 
to  church  positions. 

Dr.  Carroll,  in  a  telephone  interview, 
said  he  was  aware  of  the  presence  of 
dissatisfied  church  feminist  caucus 
groups  which  charge  that  the  churches 
still  have  far  to  go  before  sexist  biases 
are  removed  to  their  approval. 

“On  the  balance,”  he  said,  “women 
clergy  seem  to  think  their  position  is 
better  than  it  was  in  the  early  to  mid- 
1970s.  Relatively,  the  position  of  women 
in  the  church  has  improved  significantly 
since  the  early  1970s  when  women  began 
coming  into  the  ordained  ministry  in 
large  numbers.” 

Final  results  will  be  published  next 
year  as  a  book. 

The  report  showed  that  75  percent  of 
the  women  had  been  in  their  parish 
ministry  for  six  years  or  less,  compared 
with  15  percent  of  the  men.  Earning  less 
than  $10,000  a  year  were  40  percent  of  the 
women  and  16  percent  of  male  clergy. 
Half  of  the  women  and  97  percent  of  the 
men  were  married. 

Survey  responses  showed  laity  have  a 


relatively  positive  view  of  clergywomen, 
ranking  them  equally  or  higher  than 
their  male  counterparts  in  areas  such  as 
preaching,  leading  worship,  counseling, 
and  pastoral  care. 

But  not  as  effective  in  finances 

One  “notable  exception”  was 
managing  church  finances.  Dr.  Carroll 
said,  in  which  women  pastors  were 
judged  not  as  effective  as  male  clergy. 

As  evidence  of  the  growing  interest  in 
women’s  ordination,  enrollment  of 
women  in  seminaries  of  the  nine  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations  increased  from  some 
3,500  in  1972  to  10,800  in  1978,  seven  times 
greater  than  the  increase  for  men. 

As  of  December  1980,  the  9.6  million- 
member  United  Methodist  Church  had 
about  1,100  women  among  its  36,000 
ordained  clergy,  the  largest  number 
among  the  nine  denominations,  Dr. 
Carroll  said.  But  the  1.7  million-member 
United  Church  of  Christ  had  about  600 
women  among  its  9,700  clergy,  the  largest 
proportion  of  any  denomination. 

American  Baptists,  with  1.2  million 
members  and  7,300  clergy,  and  United 
Presbyterians,  with  2.4  million  members 
and  14.000  clergy,  had  about  500  women 
each,  ne  said.  Other  rough  figuies  for 
1980  were  Disciples  of  Christ  (1.2  million 
members,  6,600  clergy),  350;  Episcopal 
(2.8  million  members,  12,600  clergy), 
300;  Lutheran  Church  in  America  (2.9 
million  members,  7,900  clergy),  150; 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  (852,000  members,  5,400  clergy), 
125;  and  the  American  Lutheran  Church 
(2.3  million  members,  6,900  clergy),  75. 
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Position  Open 

The  United  Methodist  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Commission:  Asso¬ 
ciate  General  Secretary.  Applications  dead¬ 
line,  January  20,  1982.  Key  person  in  col¬ 
legial  staff  for  advocacy  of  Christian  unity 
and  particularly  interreligious  relationships; 
education  and  enabling  of  United  Methodist 
constituency.  Seasoned  ecumenical  experi¬ 
ence  and  intimate  knowledge  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism  required.  Affirmative  action  and  equal 
opportunity  employer.  Salary  negotiable  re 
experience  and  qualifications.  Write:  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston,  12 
Mohegan  Place,  Huntington  Station,  NY  11746. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy 

Land 

Tour 


FEBRUARY  16-25,  1982 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  "Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the  Garden 
Tomb,  kneel  at  "the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  During  the 
stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Bethany, 
the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s  well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of 
Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our 
hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience 
one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and  NO 
EXTRA  charges  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air.  We 
like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship 
service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 
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Foundation  Receives  Home 


For  Retired  Ministers 


Shelby  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  has  announced 
a  house  In  Shreveport  has  been  received 
aB  a  gift  by  the  Foundation. 

The  house,  which  was  owned  by  the 
late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  M. 
Bannerman,  was  willed  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  with  the  request  that  It  be 
used  to  help  provide  a  home  for  retired 
ministers. 

The  bequest  was  made  In  memory  of 
the  late  Rev.  and  Mrs,  H.  J.  Botts. 

Bannerman  died  In  April  of  this  year, 
and  his  wife  died  earlier.  They  were  both 
on  the  staff  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  executive  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
informed  the  Conference  Trustees  and 
the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  of 
the  gift. 

Dr,  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  president  of 
the  Conference  Trustees,  and  W.  D. 
Cotton,  secretary,  are  presently 
processing  the  gift  and  preparing  the 
necessary  resolutions  so  that  it  can  be 
used  according  to  the  donor’s  request. 

The  Rev,  James  Adams,  Chairman 
the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
expressed  the  appreciation  of  the  Board 
for  the  gift.  “It  will  serve  a  real  purpose 
at  this  particular  time  in  the  Shreveport 
area,"  he  said. 


Mr.  Shelby  Smith  announced  the  gift  of  a  home  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Bannerman  to  the 
Conference.  The  home  is  located  at  252  Ockley  Dr.  in  Shreveport,  about  2  blocks  from  Broadmoor  UMC. 


UMW 


Social  Responsibility  Workshop  Held 


About  50  women  from  throughout  the 
state  attended  a  Christian  Social 
Responsibility  Interpretation  Workshop 


in  Alexandria,  Nov.  14  and  15. 

The  workshop  was  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 


Women  and  led  by  members  and  staff  of 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


Involved  in  the  workshop  were  the 
Conference  executive  Committee  and 
District  Presidents,  Vice  Presidents, 
treasurers,  coordinators  of  Christian 
Social  Involvement,  Global  Concerns  and 
Supportive  Community. 

Leading  the  workshop  discussions 
were  Peggy  Billings,  Marilyn  Winters 
and  Shirley  McPherson.  Billings  is  the 
Assistant  General  Secretary  of  the 
Section  of  Christian  Social  Relations. 
Winters  and  McPherson  are  the 
Women’s  Division  Directors. 

The  workshop  spanned  two  days  of 
intense  study  and  discussion  concerning 
Bible  study,  theological  understanding  of 
social  action  as  mission,  organization 
structure  for  action,  history  of  Women’s 
Division  involvement  in  issues  and  work 
sessions  on  issues,  conflict  and 
communication. 

Co -chairs  for  the  event  were  Johnny  e 
Butler  of  Franklinton  and  Marion 
Eggerton  of  New  Orleans. 


Team  members  for  the  workshop  were,  from  left,  Peggy  Billings,  Marilyn  Winters  and  Shirley  McPherson. 


To  Help  Refugees 


St.  Paul’s  UMW  Works  in  N.O. 


Members  of  the  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Women  invited  the  Reverends 
Marta  and  Juan  Sanfiel  to  be  guest 
speakers  at  the  final  session  of  their 
study  Beyond  Brokenness. 

The  final  session  dealt  with  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  living  in  a  land  of 
oppression  as  the  Sanfiels  are  native 
Cubans. 

President  Emmy  Lorusso  said  the 
group  asked,  as  an  out  growth  of  the 
study,  “What  can  we  do  to  help  the  Cuban 
refugees  coming  into  our  city?” 

As  a  result,  the  congregation  was 
alerted  to  the  need  of  two  Cuban  men 
needing  aid  in  settling  into  an  apartment. 
The  group  assembled  items  from  mops  to 
dishes  and  kitchen  staples,  even  light 
bulbs. 

The  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  said  the 
greatest  need,  and  one  that  would  help 
the  greatest  number,  would  be  to  teach 
conversational  English.  Lorusso 
volunteered  to  assist  in  the  formation 
and  teaching  of  such  a  class.  She  enlisted 


the  aid  of  Max  Prescott  and  Pheribie 
Prescott  to  help.  Mr.  Prescott  has  a 
knowledge  of  Spanish  and  the  classes 
were  held  from  May  to  August  with  the 
aid  of  the  Sanfiels. 

“We  never  knew  whether  we  would 
have  three  or  15  students  and  always  new 
ones  would  show  up,”  said  Lorusso. 
“This  kept  teachers  on  their  toes  for 
often  lesson  plans  had  to  be  hurriedly 
revised.  We  left  every  class  with  a  good 
feeling  toward  these  people  who  are 
struggling  bravely  to  learn  in  a  new 
land.” 

Lorusso  added,  “Sometimes  we  think 
that  one  person  or  even  one  small 
Women’s  Society  can  do  nothing  to  really 
help  with  the  world’s  problems.  We  can 
though  —  just  multiply  all  the  small 
efforts  by  individuals  or  churches  and  it 
amounts  to  a  great  many  instances  of 
Christians  caring  for  others.  God’s  love 
becomes  manifest  to  a  people  who  have 
perhaps  forgotten  that  there  are  many 
who  still  believe  in  loving  one’s  neighbor. 


Council  Calls  For  Nuclear  Disarmaments  And  Peace 

Bishop  H.  Ellis.  Finger  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  has  made  a 
call  for  the  designation  of  Sunday,  December  27  as  a  day  of  prayer  for 
peace  with  justice. 

Bishop  Finger  made  the  call  for  the  council  as  a  result  of  the  actions 
taken  in  call  for  nuclear  disarmament  and  peace  with  justice, 


The  Reverends  Marta  and  Juan  Sanfiel  with  Emmy  Lorusso. 


Around  the  Conference 


Projected  Premium  Increase 
Delayed,  Says  Arnold 

"We  have  received  some  good  news  about  the  Group 
Insurance  Hospital  program,”  the  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold, 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions,  announced. 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions  plans  to  move  the  HMEP  to  a 
calendar  year  for  the  premium  year.  What  that  language 
means,  according  to  Arnold,  is  that  the  projected  increase  in 
premiums  for  July  1,  1982  will  not  take  place,  and  that  the 
premium  will  remain  the  same  for  the  whole  year. 

The  new  rate  schedule  will  be  as  follows : 


HMEP  under  age  65  participant  55.94 

HMEP  under  age  65  spouse  94.93 

HMEP  under  age  65  surviving  spouse  64.71 

HMEP  under  age  65  dependent  child  29.05 

HMEP  over  age  65  participant  32.56 

HMEP  over  age  65  spouse  32.56 

HMEP  over  age  65  Surving  Spouse  32.56 

HMEP  over  age  65  dependent  child  32.56 


This  schedule  means  that  in  the  case  of  a  minister  who  is 
married  with  a  family,  the  monthly  cost  of  the  insurance  will  be 
$55.94  plus  $94.93,  or  $150.87.  That  will  mean  that  the  cost  will  be 
$75.44  per  month  for  the  minister  and  $75.44  for  the  church. 


Brantons  Celebrate 


Golden  Wedding 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  R.  Branton 
will  be  honored  with  a  reception  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette  Dec.  20  from  3  to  5  p.m.  in 
the  social  hall  of  the  church  on  the 
occasion  of  their  Golden  Wedding 
Anniversary. 

Branton  retired  in  1965,  but  was 
active  in  the  Ivanhoe  Church  and 
Asbury  in  Lafayette  for  several  years 
following  retirement.  He  has  served 
churches  in  Newellton,  St.  Marks  in 
New  Orleans,  First  Church  of 
Natchitoches,  Trinity  in  Ruston, 


Ebenezer  in  Crowley,  Istrouma  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  First  Church  of 
Lafayette.  He  also  served  as  District 
Superintendent  for  the  Alexandria 
and  Lafayette  districts. 

The  Brantons  presently  reside  in 
Lafayette. 

An  invitation  is  extended  to  friends 
across  the  Louisiana  Conference  to 
come  and  greet  them  and  wish  them 
many  more  years  of  happiness. 

The  church  is  located  downtown  at 
the  corners  of  Johnston,  Main  and  Lee 
streets. 


Dillard  Choir  Holds  Concert 


Dillard  University’s  annual 
Christmas  Concert  featured  the  91- 
voice  University  Choir,  under  the 
direction  of  S.  Carver  Davenport,  an 
assistant  professor  of  music,  Dec.  13 
in  the  Lawless  Memorial  Chapel. 

Of  the  pieces  performed,  they 
featured  George  Frederick  Handel’s 
“Messiah,”  first  heard  in  1742. 

The  guest  soloists  for  the  piece  were 
Marilyn  T.  Bernard,  soprano;  John E. 


Ware,  tenor;  Charmaine  Bertrand, 
mezzo  soprano  and  the  Rev.  Frank  A. 
Davis  III,  basso. 

Organizer  for  the  concert  was  Dr. 
Herman  D.  Taylor  and  Valerie  Jones 
was  the  student  directress. 

Following  the  concert,  Dr.  Samuel 
D.  Cook,  president  of  Dillard  lit  the 
campus  Christmas  tree  on  Kearney 
Terrace. 
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HMEP  January  premiums  have  been  mailed  to  ministers  and 
lay  personnel  by  the  General  Board.  Payments  are  due  January  1. 
The  Annual  Conference  recommends  one-half  be  paid  by  church 
and  one-half  by  minister  or  employee. 
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Eliminating  hunger  needs  to  be  seen 
as  fulfillment  of  God’s  purpose 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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WE  MUST  MINISTER 
TO  THE  N££PS  OF 
THE  41CK,  THE 
SHUT-WS,  THE  POOR, 
THE  HUMORS,  THE 
OUTCASTS 


Popular  singer  John  Denver  revealed  a 
commendable  commitment  to  the 
alleviation  of  world  hunger  at  a  recent 
Interfaith  Hunger  Conference  held  at  a 
local  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas 
( see  Reporter  Dec .  4 ) . 

His  analysis  of  the  problem  ancf  needed 
remedies  included  significant  points : 

•  “We  live»in  a  world  where  we  take 
advantage  of  every  way  we  can  to 
separate  ourselves  from  each  other. 
There  is  a  notion  that  life  is  a  'you  or  me’ 
thing.  We’ve  forgotten  we’re  all  human 
beings.” 

•  “People  are  the  same  everywhere. 
Everyone  exists  in  one  world  —  which 
we’re  managing  pretty  horribly.” 

•  “The  world  has  the  wherewithal  to 
end  hunger  now.  All  that  is  missing  is  the 
political  wilTto  do  so." 

•  “More  than  $300  billion  was  spent  in 
the  world  last  year  for  military 
armaments.  If  we  (hunger  fighters)  had 
half  of  that,  in  15  years  there  would  not  be 
a  single  child  or  adult  going  to  bed 
hungry  at  night.” 

•  “There  are  many  things  that  bring 
people  together.  The  arts  bring  people 
together.  Sports  bring  people  together. 
Weapons  don’t  bring  people  together.” 

•  “The  most  important  thing  that  can 
be  done  to  eliminate  world  hunger  is  to 
educate  the  people.  They  need  to  realize 
the  scope  of  the  problem.” 

•  "It’s  no  longer  ‘you  or  me,’  it’s  ‘you 
and  me.’  If  we  learn  to  live  and  work 
together  we  can  build  the  world  of  peace 
we  have  always  dreamed  of.” 

We  consider  Mr.  Denver’s  views 
regarding  both  hunger  and  armaments 
to  be  excellent  and  on  target  —  so  far  as 
they  go.  However,  they  reflect  a  kind  of 
naive  optimism  about  human  nature 
reminiscent  of  Mr.  Denver’s  “0  God” 
movie  with  comedian  George  Burns  — 
namely,  that  human  beings  have  all  the 
tools  needed  to  right  the  world’s  wrongs, 
and  if  we  will  but  arm  ourselves  with  the 
proper  knowledge,  everything  will  work 
out  as  it  should. 

Not  apparent  in  Mr.  Denver’s  analysis 
was  a  recognition  of  the  base  cause  of 
humanity’s  “you  or  me"  attitude  and  of 
our  chronic  predisposition  to  seek  pri¬ 
mary  security  from  armaments:  the 
reality  and  pervasiveness  of  human  sin. 
Our  failure  to  recognize  and  affirm  the 
ignorance  as  a  willful  assertion  that  our 
self-interests  are  more  important.  Left 
to  our  own  unredeemed  natures,  most 
people  are  likely  to  continue  approaching 
life  as  a  “you  or  me”  thing  —  much  as 
Mr.  Denver  did  when  he  hoarded  large 
quantities  of  gasoline  at  his  mansion  in 
Colorado  during  the  last  major  gasoline 
shortage. 

We  would  certainly  affirm  the 
importance  of  events  which  “bring 
people  together.”  However,  we  do  not 
recall  many  sporting  events  or  popular 
music  concerts  where  our  common 
humanity  and  the  need  to  alleviate 
hunger  were  major  focal  points.  We  do 
not  consider  it  coincidental  that  the 
hunger  conference  at  which  Mr.  Denver 
spoke  was  held  in  a  church  and  attended 
by  only  a  few  hundred  people  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon  while  millions  pursued  the 
“you  or  me”  pastime  of  watching 
professional  football. 

We  do  not  believe  that  the  “popular 
will”  is  likely  ever  to  be  mobilized  to 
force  the  world’s  politicians  to  make  the 
elimination  of  hunger  and  other  forms  of 
human  suffering  a  priority  on  par  with 
armament  production  just  because  we 
advocate  it  or  because  a  celebrity  like 
Mr.  Denver  advocates  it.  Nor  will 
“education”  alone  motivate  us  to  look 
beyond  self-interest. 

We  believe  the  most  effective  and 
forceful  case  which  can  be  made  for 
mobilizing  human  resources  to  eliminate 
hunger  is  in  response  to  a  Divine  Ought. 
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God  has  revealed  to  us  through  Jesus  his 
clear  intention  that  the  hungry  should  be 
fed  and  that  “the  least”  of  the  world’s 
people  are  as  important  in  God's 
sight  as  “the  greatest”  by  the  world’s 
standards.  As  unpleasant  and 
unfashionable  as  it  is  to  mention  such 
things  today,  our  Creator  has  revealed 
that  there  will  come  a  day  of  ultimate 
reckoning  when  we  will  have  to  answer 
for  the  way  we  have  spent  our  lives  — 
including  how  diligently  we  sought  to 
overcome  the  hunger  of  our  neighbors. 

The  world’s  greatest  need  is  for  people 
to  "come  together”  —  not  primarily  for 
entertainment  and  self-gratification  but 
in  faithful  response  to  God’s  revealed 
purposes  for  human  life  —  and  then  to 
“go  out”  and  gratefully  bear  witness  to 
that  faith  in  the  world. 

We  don’t  wish  to  be  harsh  on  John 
Denver.  His  commitment  to  alleviate 
hunger  is  obviously  genuine  and  to  be 
commended.  The  hungry  people  of  the 
world  need  advocates  of  all  types.  How¬ 
ever,  to  speak  of  humanity’s  obligation  to 
alleviate  hunger  without  explicit  refer¬ 
ence  to  God’s  will  appears  unlikely  to  be 
any  more  successful  or  satisfying  than 
trying  to  celebrate  Christmas  without 
reference  to  Jesus. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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DECEMBER  18.  1981 


-  Here  I  Stand 

There  must  be  a  prayer  for  making 
decisions ,  because  Jesus  used  it 


a 


By  DONALD  J.  BOON 

When  Jesus  taught  us  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  it  was  a  first  lesson  in  praying. 
Both  Jesus  and  Paul  in  their  teachings  go 
on  to  help  their  followers  grow  in  their 
prayer  life.  When  Jesus  says,  “Whatever 
you  ask  in  prayer  .  .  .”  (Mark  11:24)  and 
Paul  writes  "...  in  everything  make 
your  requests  known  to  God  in  prayer 
.  .  (Phil.  4:6),  it  is  evident  that  prayer 
was  as  handy  a  tool  as  a  knife  and  fork. 
I  firmly  believe  that  what  Paul  described 
in  Philippians  4:6  and  7  was  the  frame¬ 
work  for  the  prayer  life  of  both  Jesus  and 
Paul.  Moreover,  I  believe  it  can  be  the 
framework  for  the  prayer  life  of  any 
Christian  who  has  received  the  comfort¬ 
ing  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

How  does  such  prayer  work?  The  New 
English  Bible  translates  Philippians 
4:6,7  thus:  “The  Lord  is  near;  have  no 
anxiety,  but  in  everything  make  your 
requests  known  to  God  in  prayer  and 
petition  with  thanksgiving.  Then  the  peace 
of  God,  which  is  beyond  our  utmost  under¬ 
standing,  will  keep  guard  over  your  hearts 
and  your  thoughts,  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

The  elements  are  thus:  (1)  knowing 
that  God  is  indeed  near;  (2)  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  our  access  to  God;  (3)  that  we 


need  to  approach  Him  with  an  assured, 
calm  mind,  putting  away  our  reactions  to 
our  worldly  cares  with  the  faith  He  can 
help;  (4)  that  we  are  to  give  Him  thanks 
regardless  of  the  outcome;  and  (5)  that 
we  are  to  call  upon  Him  with  our 
petitions  concerning  anything  we  are 
concerned  about. 

Practically  speaking  I  have  put  the 
elements  in  a  more  conventional  order, 
but  using  the  ideas  expressed  by  Paul.  To 
make  that  “peace  of  God  which  is  beyond 
our  utmost  understanding”  more 
useable,  I  make  sure  I  state  my  petition 
briefly:  “I  should  go  to  camp.”  If  the 
peace  is  not  perfect,  then  I  look  at  side 
questions:  “I  should  go  to  camp  as  a 
counsellor.”  Occasionally  I  will  not 
reach  perfect  peace  because  I  am  upset 
for  some  other  reason,  which  may  not 
always  be  accessible  to  this  prayer 
method.  That  does  not  detract,  however, 
from  the  validity  of  the  conclusion.  The 
only  exception  is  when  strong  emotions 
override  my  ability  to  use  this  prayer.  At 
this  point  it  becomes  imperative  to  cool 
one’s  emotions  without  hurting  one’s  self 
or  others.  It  took  Paul  10  years  to  come 
back  to  his  ministry  after  his  Damascus 
Road  experience,  and  even  Jesus 


China  is  just  beginning  to  find  out  about  Jesus 


To  the  Editor : 

Very  rarely  do  I  find  time  to  read  your 
paper,  but  recently  when  I  saw  your 
editorial  headlined  “U.S.  Christians 
should  repudiate  —  not  support  —  Bible 
smuggling”  (Reporter,  Nov.  13),  I 
understand  why.  How  can  you,  in  any 
way,  denounce  such  efforts?  Just 
because  there  are  churches  arising  in 
China  doesn’t  mean  that  they’re  getting 
the  truth  out.  No  one  can  ever  build  a 
church  or  organization  with  a  built-in 
divine  power  to  save  people. 

If  someone  has  a  true  desire  to  get  the 
Word  to  the  needy  and  tell  them  about 
Jesus,  you  have  no  ground  to  stand  on  to 
stop  them.  Romans  15:4  states  that 
“Every  thing  in  the  scriptures  was 
written  to  teach  us,  in  order  that  we 
might  have  hope  through  the  patience 
and  encouragement  which  the  scripture 
gives  us.”  They  need  that!  They  need  to 
hear  about  the  Good  News,  which  is  that 
Jesus  loves  them,  died  for  them  to  free 
them  from  the  power  of  sin  and  death, 
and  arose  again  so  that  they  could  too. 
They  need  the  truth,  not  a  ton  of  religious 
dogma  falling  on  their  heads. 

China,  as  well  as  other  countries,  is 
just  beginning  to  really  find  out  about 
Jesus.  The  country  has  an  extremely 
large  population  and  needs  all  the  help  it 
can  get.  I’m  sure  that  we  here  in  the  good 
ol’  U.S.  wouldn’t  mind  ships  landing  on 
our  shores  with  Bibles  and  workers  eager 
to  show  us  the  Good  News  if  we  were  in  a 
similar  situation.  Sadly  enough, 
however,  we  are. 

Eric  Nordberg 

South  Haven,  Minnesota 

‘Bible  smuggling’  editorial 

sounds  like  ‘sour  grapes’ 

To  the  Editor : 

I  am  concerned  about  your  Nov.  13 
editorial  regarding  Bible-smuggling  to 
Red  China.  This  is  hardly  the  traditional 


United  Methodist  approach  to  spreading 
the  gospel. 

Indeed,  your  editorial  sounds  like 
“sour  grapes”  in  that  more  forward- 
looking  Christians  are  providing  Bibles 
for  mainland  China  rather  than  the 
Methodists.  If  our  own  foreign  missions 
are  in  such  disrepute,  as  the  editorial 
assumes,  then  “Brother  Andrew” 
deserves  our  support. 

Francis  A.  Guido 
San  Mateo,  California 

We  would  do  well  to  ‘learn’ 

from  the  Chinese  people 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  recent  article  headlined  “Chinese 
Christians  beg  halt  to  Bible  smuggling” 
substantiates  my  belief  that  we  would  do 
well  to  “learn”  from  the  Chinese  people 
rather  than  assuming  the  patronizing 
attitude  of  our  "telling"  them  how  to  live. 
This  view  is  based  on  my  studies  of  the 
Chinese  people  and  their  history. 

I  do  sincerely  pray  that  we  Americans 
do  not  try  to  “Push  Jesus  down  the 
throats”  of  the  Chinese.  I  firmly  believe 
the  scriptures  support  a  more  humble 
approach  of  “What  do  they  want  us  to  do 
for  them.” 

As  Mao  Tse-Tung  said  in  a  talk  to  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  Shansi-Suiyuan 
Daily  newspaper  in  1948:  “If  we  tried  to 
go  on  the  offensive  when  the  masses  are 
not  yet  awakened,  that  would  be 
adventurism.  If  we  insisted  on  leading 
the  masses  to  do  anything  against  their 
will,  we  would  certainly  fail.  If  we  did  not 
advance  when  the  masses  demand 


advance,  that 
OPPORTUNISM.” 

No,  I  am  not  a 
Far  from  it. 


would  be  right 

“Red  sympathizer.” 

Stewart  Jones 
Holiday,  Florida 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


The  person  who  sets  out  to 
give  may  end  up  receiving 


It  was  a  fairly  typical  Christmas  Day 
in  the  Southwest  —  sunny,  mild  and  as 
quiet  as  only  the  afternoon  after  a  big 
celebration  can  be. 

I  remember  wandering  about  the 
house  after  the  last  of  the  dishes  were  put 
away,  the  wrapping  paper  folded  up  and 
put  away  or  tossed  in  the  large  trash  can 
outside  die  kitchen  door. 

In  my  late  teens,  I  felt  that  it  would  be 
unseemly  for  me  to  plague  Mother  with 
the  question  she’d  heard  so  often  way 
back  when  I  was  just  a  kid.  But  still,  I 
thought,  “Mama,  what  can  I  do?” 

And  I  guess  I  must’ve  acted  like  it,  too, 
because  that  clever  lady  picked  up  on  my 
silent  message.  She  suggested  I  go  to  the 
nursing  home  next  door  to  see  if  some  of 
the  older  folks  might  not  have  spent  a 
lonely  Christmas  Day.  After  all,  when 
you’re  the  only  one  with  no  visitors  it’s 
bad  enough.  At  holiday  times,  it’s 
crushing. 

The  person  in  charge  at  the  nursing 
home  was  a  little  surprised  by  my 
request  “for  somebody  to  visit.”  Then 
she  began  to  smile  and  said,  “Yes,  poor 
old  Mrs.  M.  really  needs  a  guest.  All  of  us 
on  the  staff  have  tried  to  spend  extra 
time  with  her,  but  it’s  just  not  the  same 
as  if  she  had  her  very  own  visitor.” 

A  skinny,  shy  kid,  I  was  terrified  at  the 
prospect  of  making  small  talk  with  a 
very  old  lady  who  wasn’t  even  a  distant 
relative.  But  as  an  only  child  who  spent 
some  growing-up  time  living  way  out  in 
the  country,  I  knew  what  a  sense  of 
isolation  from  one’s  fellow  creatures  was 
like.  Through  the  door  I  went,  a  smile 
plastered  on  my  face  and  fortified  with 
good  intentions. 

A  small,  frail,  almost  shriveled  old 
woman  wearing  her  Sunday  best,  sat 
staring  out  the  window  and  rocking  in  a 
worn  chair,  obviously  brought  from 
“home.”  She  answered  my  introduction 
and  seasonal  wishes  with  a  smile  and  “A 
Merry  Christmas  to  you,  too.  How  nice 
that  you  could  call.” 


Joyce  Hopkins 

I’d  checked  with  the  nursing  home 
staff  before  bringing  in  the  gift  of  fresh 
fruit  Mother  had  prepared  for  me  to  take, 
just  to  make  sure  it  was  included  on  her 
diet. 

After  Mrs.  M.  learned  that  the  present 
wasn’t  one  of  many  for  everybody  in  the 
place,  tears  came  to  her  eyes  and  she 
smiled  the  kind  of  smile  that  melted  the 
last  of  my  fears  about  chatting  with  an 
elderly  stranger. 

After  that,  she  showed  me  pictures  of 
her  children  and  grandchildren  and 
great-grandchildren.  “They  live  a  long 
way  off,  and  of  course,  they  couldn’t 
come  today.”  We  shared  stories  about 
Christmases  past  and  all  of  our  kinfolks. 

After  awhile  it  became  apparent  even 
to  my  untrained  eye  that  Mrs.  M.  was 
growing  tired,  and  I  began  to  take  my 
leave.  As  I  reached  the  door,  she  said, 
“Wait,  wait.  You  must  have  this.” 

Standing  on  tiptoe,  she  reached  on  the 
top  of  her  bureau  for  the  “snowscene” 
that  showed  the  Magi  traveling  toward 
the  Star  of  Bethlehem,  carrying  their 
gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh.  It  was 
her  sole  Christmas  decoration. 

“I  couldn’t,”  I  said. 

“Oh,  but  you  must,”  she  responded. 
“Please,  I  want  to  give  you  something, 
too.” 

Realizing  that  to  refuse  a  sincere  gift 
can  be  as  bad  as  never  offering  one,  I 
accepted  the  small  square  plastic  box 
that  contained  water,  fake  snow  and 
plastic  figures.  Out  in  the  hall,  I  asked  a 
nursing  home  employee  if  it  was  really 
okay  for  me  to  take  it. 

Smiling  through  somewhat  moist  eyes, 
the  motherly-looking  woman  in  white 
said,  “Yes,  please  do.  You  see,  this  way 
she  gets  to  have  Christmas,  too.  ” 

That  was  when  I  learned  the  most 
precious  gift  one  can  receive  needn’t  be 
new,  and  that  even  the  person  who  sets 
out  to  do  the  giving  may  end  up  receiving 
the  most  —  quite  unexpectedly. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


How  long  are  our  pastors 
going  to  explain  to  people? 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  forthright  and 
courageous  reporting,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  continued  misadventures  of 
our  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Unfortunately  the  explanations  on 
their  part  which  have  been  forthcoming 
do  not  give  us  the  straight  answers  you 
have  requested.  All  they  seem  to  do  is  to 
explain  a  mentality  on  the  part  of  a  group 
of  isolated  supercrats  which  dares  to  use 
money  donated  by  United  Methodists  to 
“investigate”  an  organization  which  is  in 
the  line  with  the  thinking  of  Democratic 
Senators  such  as  Henry  Jackson  and 
Daniel  Moynihan,  as  well  as  theological 
writers  such  as  Peter  Berger  and 
Michael  Novak.  What  makes  matters 
worse  is  that  this  same  kind  of  mentality 
does  not  seem  to  shrink  from  using 
deceptive  investigative  techniques  to 
reach  a  truly  questionable  end. 

I  am  simply  appalled  and  wonder  just 
how  our  pastors  are  going  to  explain  this 
to  people  with  ideological  discretion  and 
political  common  sense. 

F.  Ernest  Stoeffler 

Lansdale,  Pennsylvania 

Documents  on  South  Africa 
should  be  reviewed  by  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  your  packet  of  materials 
relevant  to  our  church's  involvement  in 
the  “Conference  in  Solidarity  with  the 
Liberation  Struggles  of  the  Peoples  of 
Southern  Africa”  (Reporter,  Nov.  13). 

I  liked  very  much  your  Nov.  13 
editorial.  It  seems  to  me  that  each  of  the 
questions  you  raised  urgently  needs 
answering.  However,  I  think  more  needs 
to  be  done,  as  follows. 

Because  some  of  the  material 
approved  by  that  conference  was  issued 
with  a  United  Methodist  Church  address, 
because  personnel  of  our  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  were  involved  in  the 
Conference,  and  because  prominent 
UMC  officials  have  been  listed  as 
“sponsors”  of  the  conference;  it  seems  to 
me  very  likely  that  these  materials  re¬ 
flect  the  views  of  the  UMC.  I  am  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned  about  the  views  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “The  New  York  Declaration” 
and  in  the  “Proposal  for  a  National 
Program  for  Action.”  Both  documents 
contain  statements,  recommendations, 
and  views  of  which,  as  a  Christian,  I  can 
approve.  However,  both  documents  also 
contain  material  of  which  I  cannot 
approve;  materials  that  I  think  the  UMC 
cannot  and  should  not  approve. 

Accordingly,  I  suggest  that  the  UMC 
appoint  a  body  that  can  speak  for  the 
church  to  review  both  of  the  above  cited 
documents  and  to  issue  a  statement 
saying  which  statements,  recommenda¬ 
tions,  and  views  embodied  in  these  two 
documents  the  UMC  approves  of,  and  of 
which  it  disapproves.  This  statement 
should  be  sent  to  all  persons  who  re¬ 
ceived  copies  of  the  above  cited  docu¬ 
ments. 

Ideally,  perhaps,  the  above  suggested 
action  should  be  taken  by  a  General 
Conference,  but  the  next  General 
Conference  will  not  be  held  until  1984.  I 
think  that  would  be  too  late.  By  1984  the 
impression  that  the  UMC  agrees  with  all 
the  material  included  in  the  two  above 
cited  documents  will  be  well  ingrained 
into  the  minds  of  many  readers  of  them. 

Keith  N.  Cook 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Seminary  evaluation  is  not 
in  keeping  with  pluralism 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  November  20 
article  concerning  the  seminary 
evaluation  controversy,  I  would  like  to 
note  that  this  is  just  one  of  the  areas 
which  is  showing  that  the  “fact”  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a  pluralistic 
church  is  in  reality  no  more  than  a  myth. 
We  love  to  praise  ourselves  for  our 
openness,  when  we  are  with  those  of  like 


mind,  then  we  in  the  “majority”  try  to 
silence  or  belittle  those  with  minority 
views. 

It  is  nothing  less  than  religious  bigotry 
to  even  suppose  that  our  fine  United 
Methodist  seminaries  represent  the  very 
finest  in  theological  education,  and  that 
those  who  don’t  share  our  style  of 
seminary  education  could  not  possibly 
produce  qualified  United  Methodist 
pastors.  Just  because  United  Methodist 
seminaries  take  a  latitudinarian  stance 
to  doctrine,  it  does  not  give  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
the  right  to  say  that  an  institution  which 
requires  its  faculty  members  to  sign  a 
statement  of  faith  is  placing  harmful 
restrictions  on  academic  freedom. 

The  actions  of  the  General  Board  of 
higher  Education  and  Ministry  is  not  in 
keeping  with  our  great  church’s  heritage 
of  Christian  pluralism,  nor  is  it  in 
keeping  with  the  ecumenical  spirit  of 
which  we  were  so  proud.  This  board 
should  be  more  concerned  with 
seminaries  producing  Christian 
ministers,  and  less  about  producing 
spiritually  bigoted  United  Methodist 
ministers. 

Michael  C.  Johnson 

Adamstown,  Maryland 

‘You  forgot  the  addresses!’ 

To  the  Editor : 

In  your  November  6  editorial  headlined 
“Church  agencies  use  dollars  more 
effectively  than  ‘independents’  ”  you  gave 
the  names  of  three  agencies  that 
investigate  charitable  solicitations: 
Better  Business  Bureau,  the  National 
Information  Bureau,  and  the  American 
Council  of  Voluntary  Agencies,  but  you 
did  not  give  us  their  addresses. 

There  is  an  organization  I  would  like  to 
have  a  check  on,  and  I  would  appreciate 
knowing  where  to  write. 

Sterling  Wenzel 

Kindred,  North  Dakota 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  regret  this 
omission.  Information  may  be  obtained 
from :  the  American  Council  of  Voluntary 
Agencies  for  Foreign  Service,  200  Park 
Avenue  South,  New  York  10003;  Council 
of  Better  Business  Bureaus,  1150  17th  St. 
NW,  Washington,  D.  C.  20036;  and  the 
National  Information  Bureau,  419  Park 
Avenue  South,  New  York,  New  York 
10016. 

Television  ministry  must 
be  seen  among  other  works 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  supplement,  a  promotional 
publication  of  the  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  entitled  “The 
Link,”  left  me  feeling  I  had  been  given  a 
sales  promotion  for  a  product  I  am  not 
seeking  to  buy.  I  am  grateful  that 
General  Conference  specified  that  the 
money  to  finance  the  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry  is  to  be  raised  outside  World 
Service  and  conference  apportionments. 

However,  I  fear  that  in  order  to 
succeed  it  may  eventually  mean  that 
every  church  will  be  asked  to  raise  what 
might  be  considered  a  “fair  share.” 
When  Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  co-chairperson  of 
the  National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  Steering  Committee,  responded 
to  the  question:  Where  will  we  raise  $25 
million?  His  suggestion  that  only  $3.00 
from  each  member  of  the  church  would 
enable  us  to  reach  the  goal  caused  me  to 
wince.  I  believe  that  a  television  ministry 
must  be  seen  in  relation  to  all  other 
ministries  supported  by  the  church.  I 
hope  that  as  United  Methodists  we  give 
much  more  thought  to  this  project  before 
we  “sign  the  papers.” 

Floyd  R.  Stradley 

Champaign,  Illinois 


Director  of  Youth  Ministries 

Church  with  multiple  (toff  ■••king  ex- 
p«rl«nc«d  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 
Solary  negotiable.  Send  picture,  biographic 
Information,  resume  and  references  to: 
Committee  Chairman,  9627  Richmond  Ave., 
Houston,  TX  77063. _ 


Donald  Boon 
isolated  himself  from  His  follpwers  and 
the  crowds  at  times. 

How  do  we  put  the  other  elements  into 
this  prayer?  Obviously  to  have  “no 
anxiety”  one  must  isolate  oneself  in 
order  to  think.  One  suggestion  was  to  go 
to  a  closet.  The  main  object  is  to  break 
with  all  activity  for  awhile.  This  calms 
one  so  it  is  easier  to  think  —  and  listen. 
We  have  to  listen  to  ourselves  in  order  to 
form  a  meaningful  petition.  It  is  better 
for  problem-solving  to  be  specific  in 
prayer.  Instead  of  praying  for  "our 
parents,”  it  is  better  to  pray  for  “Pop’s 
hernia”  and  “Mom’s  lost  ring,”  or 
whatever.  As  the  things  we  pray  about 
are  the  sources  of  our  anxiety,  it  is 
important  to  pray  about  them,  and 
especially  to  relax  enough  so  we 
remember  them. 

Praying  "with  thanksgiving”  took  on  a 
new  meaning  for  me  several  years  ago 
when  I  was  in  the  hospital  having  a  drug 
reaction.  I  thought  I  was  going  to  die,  and 
the  only  prayer  that  put  me  where  I  was 
the  most  comfortable  with  God  was  the 
prayer,  “Thank  you,  Lord!”  Thus  when 
Paul  said  to  pray  “in  everything  with 
thanksgiving,”  that  thanksgiving 
becomes  something  very  special.  It 
becomes  the  statement  of  our  faith  in 
God.  Coupled  with  naming  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  prayer,  it  expresses  our  faith  in 
who  will  answer  the  prayer  and  by  what 
methods.  And  Jesus  assures  us, 
“Whatever  you  ask  in  prayer,  believe 
that  you  have  received  it,  and  it  will  be 
yours,”  (Mark  11:24). 

Now  I  am  here  to  assure  you  this 
prayer  works,  and  gives  me  confidence 
to  carry  out  the  answer  to  my  prayer.  As  * 
always,  people  can  change  things 
because  God  gave  us  that  power,  and 
even  Jesus  lived  only  day  to  day.  But  that 
does  not  change  the  power  for  making 
good  decisions  now.  A  believing 
Christian  living  close  to  his  Bible  in  the 
love  of  Christ  should  have  few  troubles 
with  this  prayer. 

An  example  of  my  adaptation  of  this 
prayer  is  the  following:  “I  should  go  to 
choir  camp  this  weekend.  Thanks,  Lord. 
In  Jesus’  name  I  pray,  Amen.”  Very 
simple,  isn’t  it?  Now  I  probably  wouldn’t 
have  used  it,  but  I  know  my  wife  has 
some  misgivings.  I  discussed  these  with 
her,  but  still  felt  a  bit  uneasy,  so  I  used 
the  prayer.  After  the  Amen,  which  seems 
to  start  the  whole  problem  perking  with 
Jesus  and  His  answer  in  my  head,  I  came 
out  with  a  clear  feeling  of  peace.  When  I 
taught  this  method  to  my  wife,  she  had 
similar  responses.  What  I  do  notice  is 
that  the  same  responses  come  for  obvious 
“yes”  and  “no”  answers,  and  that  “peace 
beyond  understanding”  is  reliable. 

The  answer  to  this  prayer  is  worth 
acting  on.  In  the  one  instance  over 
several  years  of  using  it  when  I  got  a 
“yes”  answer  and  also  a  sharp  pain,  I 
prayed  further,  found  my  minister’s 
counsel  helpful,  and  went  ahead  to  offer  a 
poem  in  church  that  I  might  not  have 
otherwise.  Two  people  afterward  found 
having  the  poem  a  great  help  to  them. 
Certainly  I  never  suffered  for  following 
the  prayer’s  lead.  Still,  I  always  use  this 
prayer  for  guidance,  and  make  my  own 
decision  after  I  have  received  the 
answer.  I  can  do  this  because  I  know 
Christ  Jesus  loves  me  as  a  person  and 
wants  me  to  remain  the  person  He  has 
made  me.  I  certainly  feel  I  am  a  stronger 
witness  for  this  love,  and  for  the  use  of 
this  marvelous  prayer. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Donald  J.  Boon,  is  a 
member  of  the  Central  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 


CLASSIFIED 


ADMINISTRATOR  WANTED:  Ozarks  Methodist 
Manor,  a  retirement  community  in  Marionville,  Mo. 
Applicants  should  have  a  B.S.  in  Business 
Administration  and,  preferably  at  least  two  years 
experience  in  health  facilities  administration.  The 
Administrator  coordinates  all  activities  on  the 
Manor  and  reports  directly  to  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Submit  resume  and  salary  history  in  confidence  to 
Dr.  Russell  Lytle,  7918  Crescent,  Raytown,  MO  64138. 


PRINTING  PLANT  MANAGER.  Responsible  for 
pre-press,  web-sheet  fed,  bindery,  and  mailing 
operations  employing  450  persons.  Reports  to  Senior 
VP.  Must  have  strong  technical  and  management 
background  and  excellent  people  skills.  Salary 
negotiable;  excellent  benefits  package  Send  resume 
of  qualifications  and  salary  requirement  to 
Employment  Office.  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  201  Eighth  Avenue  South, 
Nashville,  TN  37202.  An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  M/F/H/V. 


WANTED:  Full  time  Director  of  Youth,  Music, 
Education.  January,  1982.  Membership  675.  Salary  is 
negotiable.  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  118,  Bastrop,  LA 
71220.  Send  resume. 


NEW  MISSION  OUTREACH.  Beautiful  Brazilian 
Tea  Towels  available  at  wholesale  price  ($13.20  per 
dozen  plus  postage)  to  any  U.M.W.  group  wishing  to 
increase  funds  for  Mission  Project,  national  or 
foreign.  Contact  Grace  B.  Smith,  9209  Southampton 
Place,  Boca  Raton,  FL  33434,  Phone:  (305  )  482-1218. 


HOUSING  AT  1982  WORLD'S  FAIR  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Knoxville 
area  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings 
for  church  groups.  For  a  list  of  participating 
churches  and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville 
District  Office.  3606  Western  Avenue,  Knoxville,  TN 
37921. 


A  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ YOUTH  DIRECTOR  is 
being  sought  by  Bel  Air  UMC  in  Bel  Air,  Md.  Church 
school  has  average  ol  300  young  people.  Salary 
negotiable,  good  benefits.  Contact  Bell  Air  UMC,  2J 
Linwood  Ave.,  Bel  Air,  MD  21014  or  call  (301)  838- 


COMPUTERIZE  YOUR  LIBRARY  by  scripture 
references,  illustrations  and  ideas  at  your  fingertips. 
For  information  send  $1  to:  Dobson.  P.O.  Box  323, 
Menominee,  MI  49858-0323. 


BOOK:  An  House  Unto  My  Name  Reference  book 
stitchery  and  symbolism,  First  UMC,  142  East 
Jackson,  Orlando.  FL  32801  52  full-color 

reproductions,  87-ft.  needlepoint  kneelers,  doasals, 
Apostle  hangings,  full  color.  $10.00  +  $1.75  postage 
and  handling. 


EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY.  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund.  Responsible  for  administration 
and  promotion  of  $28  million  investor  program  for 
church  loans,  investor  relations,  financial  reporting, 
relates  to  National  Division  Church  Extension  staff 
concerning  loans  to  churches.  Salary  $22,210  to 
$33,315.  Send  resume  to:  Bishop  Ralph  Ward,  Room 
300,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115,  by 
January  1, 1982. 
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Newsletter 

^  January  1982 

Lovely  Lane  Church,  Baltimore 

American  Methodism’s  Mother  Church 

The  present  Lovely 
Lane  Church  was  built 
as  the  Centennial 
Monument  marking  the 
organization  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United 
States.  The  cornerstone 
was  laid  in  1884,  the 
Centennial  Year.  Wor¬ 
ship  began  in  the  chapel 
in  1885.  The  Goucher 
parsonage  was  occupied 
in  1886.  And  the  main 
sanctuary  or  audience 
room  was  dedicated  on 
November  6, 1887.  In 
the  late  20’s,  the  old 
parsonage  became  the 
Parish  Hall,  and  in  1930 
an  addition  was  built 
containing  classrooms, 
a  fellowship  hall,  and  a 
full  gymnasium. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
ENDORSES  CAMPAIGN 

Delegates  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  meeting  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
in  April  1980,  approved  a  denomination-wide  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  restoration  of  the  present  Lovely  Lane 
Church,  in  Baltimore. 

The  nearly  100-year-old  Lovely  Lane  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  known  as  “Mother  Church  of  Method¬ 
ism  in  America,”  received  a  grant  from  the  Maryland 
Historical  Trust  in  1977  to  help  fund  an  architectural 
and  engineering  study  of  the  historic  structure.  De¬ 
signed  by  the  well-known  American  architect  Stanford 
White,  Lovely  Lane  is  listed  in  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places  and  is  a  designated  architectural 
Landmark  in  the  City  of  Baltimore. 

A  178-page  report,  documenting  the  church’s  seri¬ 
ous  and  rapidly  deteriorating  physical  condition,  was 
approved  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
in  1980. 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  published  shortly  after  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  contained  the  denomination’s  official  endorse¬ 
ment  of  a  fund-raising  campaign  to  help  restore  the 
church.  It  read,  in  part:  “Be  it  resolved  that  the  1980 
General  Conference  endorse  a  Churchwide  campaign 
to  secure  funds  for  [Lovely  Lane’s]  restoration  and 
encourage  Conferences,  local  churches,  interested 
groups,  and  individuals  to  contribute  during  the 
quadrennium  1980-84,  so  that  the  restoration  can  be 
completed  by  1984.” 


The  Centennial  Monument  to  American  Methodism  could  be  lost. 
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Cher  40  stained  glass  windows  must  be  repaired  and  restored. 


The  timing  is  important. 

The  next  General  Conference  is  scheduled  to  be 
held  in  Baltimore  in  May  1984.  In  addition.  United 
Methodists  as  well  as  those  representing  other 
branches  of  the  Wesleyan  tradition  will  gather  in  Balti¬ 
more  later  in  the  year  to  celebrate  the  Bicentennial 
of  the  famous  1784  Christmas  Conference.  It  was  at 
the  Christmas  Conference,  assembled  in  the  Lovely 
Lane  congregation’s  first  building,  that  American 
Methodism  had  its  formal  beginning. 

Recognizing  the  need  to  appeal  quickly  to  United 
Methodists  everywhere,  who  are  spiritually  tied  to 
this  church,  the  Lovely  Lane  congregation  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  descriptive  booklet  and  gift  return  envelope 
for  distribution  to  every  United  Methodist  in  the 
country  early  in  1982.  The  information  is  being  sent 
to  all  pastors,  who  are  being  encouraged  to  make  it 
available  in  conjunction  with  special  services  or  other 
appropriate  observances  focusing  on  Lovely  Lane, 
and  its  significance  to  American  Methodists. 

Church  members  will  be  asked  to  contribute 
through  their  local  churches  and  Annual  Conferences, 
so  that  proper  credit  can  be  given  to  individual  con¬ 
gregations.  Lovely  Lane  plans  to  permanently  display 
the  name  of  every  “partner  congregation"  throughout 
the  denomination  that  gives  an  average  of  one  dollar 
for  every  member  to  this  important  Churchwide 
campaign.  The  listing  will  be  by  Jurisdiction  and 
Conference. 
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For  its  centennial  exhi¬ 
bition  in  the  National 
Gallery  of  Art,  in  1957, 
the  distinguished 
American  Institute  of 
Architects  selected  some 
one  hundred  buildings  it 
judged  to  be  of  special 
significance.  Two  were 
in  Baltimore.  One  of 
them  was  Lovely  Lane, 
designed  by  the  promi¬ 
nent  American  architect 
Stanford  White. 


THE  CENTENNIAL  MONUMENT 
OF  AMERICAN  METHODISM 

The  present  Lovely  Lane  Church  was  begun  in  1884 
as  the  Centennial  Monument  marking  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

A  hundred  years  earlier,  John  Wesley  had  sent 
Thomas  Coke  from  England  to  Maryland,  where  the 
Methodist  movement  was  already  gathering  strong 
momentum  in  the  Colonies,  then  emerging  as  a  new 
nation.  The  Treaty  of  Paris,  ending  the  American 
Revolution,  had  only  recently  been  signed.  It  was 
three  years  before  the  Constitutional  Convention 
and  five  years  before  George  Washington  was  elected 
President. 

On  December  24,  1784,  Dr.  Coke  convened  the 
now-famous  Christmas  Conference  at  Lovely  Lane 
Meeting  House,  in  Baltimore,  where  the  60  American 
Methodist  preachers  present  agreed  to  form  a  new 
Church — the  first  independent  Methodist  Church 
anywhere  in  the  world. 

Francis  Asbury,  who  had  been  the  Lovely  Lane 
congregation’s  first  pastor  in  1773,  was  elected  Super¬ 
intendent  or  Bishop  at  the  Christmas  Conference. 
His  ordination  by  Coke — assisted  by  others,  including 
the  Father  of  the  United  Brethren,  Philip  William 
Otterbein — was  a  high  point  of  the  Conference. 

A  century  later,  in  response  to  a  call  of  the  Board  of 
Bishops,  the  Lovely  Lane  congregation,  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  John  F.  Goucher,  undertook  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  as  the  Centennial  Monument 
to  the  Christmas  Conference. 

Goucher  and  the  Building  Committee  hired  what 
was  to  become  one  of  the  largest  architectural  firms 
in  the  country,  McKim,  Mead  and  White,  from  New 
York,  for  this  important  design.  Stanford  White  was 
the  architect  in  charge. 

The  cornerstone  was  laid  in  1884,  the  Centennial 
Year.  As  one  newspaper  of  the  day  recorded,  the  new 
church  grew  “into  a  thing  of  beauty . . .  under  the 
anxious  eyes  of  Methodists  all  over  the  country. 

Lovely  Lane  still  stands  as  a  monument  not  to 
American  Methodism  alone,  but  also  to  the  architect’s 
accomplishment. 

“By  the  sheer  force  of  design,”  wrote  the  authors  of 
The  Architecture  of  Baltimore:  A  Pictorial  History, 
in  1953,  “White’s  First  Methodist  Church  must  be 
placed  close  to  Latrobe’s  Cathedral  as  Baltimore’s 
most  monumental  architecture.” 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Goucher  dated  September  7, 
1886,  Stanford  White  wrote,  “We  unquestionably 
belong  essentially,  body  and  soul,  and  are  but  a 
sequence  and  continuance  of  the  great  movement  of 
the  Renaissance  and  the  Reformation;  our  art  and 
literature  rests  in  classic  forms.” 

At  Dr.  Goucher’s  suggestion,  the  vaulted  ceiling 


The  sanctuary  requires  complete  restoration,  from  vaulted  ceiling  to  seals  and  a, 


above  the  sanctuary  was  painted  to  show  the  heavens 
exactly  as  they  appeared  at  3:00  a.m.  the  day  of  the 
church’s  dedication.  This  ceiling  treatment  and  other 
architectural  details  were  inspired  by  early  northern 
Italian  churches,  particularly  Santa  Maria,  a  Roman¬ 
esque  basilica  in  Pomposa  (1063),  San  Vitale  in 
Ravenna  (c.  526),  San  Apollinare  in  Classe  (c.  550), 
and  San  Apollinare  Nuovo  (c.  5 10-20). 

Goucher  had  White  rearrange  the  windows  on  the 
186-foot  tower  so  they  could  be  lighted  at  night  in  a 
cruciform  pattern  on  all  four  sides.  Today,  members 
and  friends  keep  the  tower  lights  burning  as  a  memor¬ 
ial.  The  lighted  crosses  shine  in  all  directions  above 
the  city. 

The  remarkable  thing  about  Lovely  Lane  today  is 
that,  although  the  building  is  rapidly  approaching  a 
state  of  severe  deterioration  beneath  the  surface,  it 
remains  architecturally  unchanged.  It  is  essentially 
the  same  church  Stanford  White  designed  nearly  a 
hundred  years  ago — and,  therefore,  that  much  more 
important  to  restore  and  preserve. 
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McKIM,  MEAD  AND  WHITE 
FROM  BOSTON  TO  BALTIMORE 

The  work  of  McKim.  Mead  and  White  included 
many  famous  buildings,  among  them  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  Boston’s  Symphony  Hall,  the  Rhode 
Island  State  House  in  Providence,  the  original  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  Station  in  New  York,  and  numerous 
well-known  buildings  at  New  York  University  and 
Columbia  University.  However,  the  firm’s  first  church, 
and  one  of  its  first  public  buildings  of  any  kind,  was 
that  designed  for  the  Lovely  Lane  congregation. 

Some  of  the  firm’s  work  has  not  survived.  Madison 
Square  Garden  was  demolished  in  1925.  Pennsylvania 
Station  was  demolished  in  1963-64.  White’s  last  church 
design  was  for  Madison  Square  Presbyterian  Church, 
erected  in  1906,  demolished  in  1919.  The  land  had 
become  too  "valuable"  to  "waste”  on  a  church! 

It  is  largely  because  Lovely  Lane  remains  as  an 
important  example  of  Stanford  White's  work  that  it  is 
listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

THE  FIRST  CHURCH 

Founded  in  1772,  Lovely  Lane  was  the  forerunner,  in 
Baltimore,  of  what  would  later  be  called  the  Church 
Extension  Society.  The  congregation  mortgaged  its 
own  property  time  after  time.  It  was  often  in  debt.  As 
a  result,  however.  Lovely  Lane  was  responsible  for 
starting  more  than  40  other  congregations. 

In  addition  to  the  Christmas  Conference  of  1784, 
eight  of  the  first  nine  General  Conferences  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  met  in  buildings  of  the 
Lovely  Lane  congregation. 

The  first  recorded  instance  of  a  woman’s  preaching 
in  American  Methodism  took  place  within  this 
congregation. 

The  first  independent  women’s  organization  in  the 
denomination  originated  at  Lovely  Lane.  The  Hand 
Book  of  Methodist  Missions  (1893)  describes  "the 
organization  of  the  ’Female  China  Missionary  Society 
of  Baltimore,’  which  was  the  first  ‘woman’s’  indepen¬ 
dent  organization  in  this  country ...  from  which  all 
kindred  organizations  in  sister  Protestant  Churches 
have  sprung.” 

In  1792,  the  congregation  erected  a  church  for  the 
use  of  Black  members,  which  would  become  Sharp 
Street  Memorial  Church,  still  an  active  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  ministry  in  downtown  Baltimore. 

Lovely  Lane  has  continued  to  take  a  leadership 
role  in  modem  times  as  well.  It  was  the  site  of  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Joint  Commission  on  the  Reunification 
of  American  Methodists  in  1916.  The  first  reunited 
session  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  met  here  in  1939. 
And,  as  part  of  an  historical  celebration  in  1966,  a 
special  dialogue  took  place  at  Loyely  Lane  as  a 
prelude  to  the  Methodist-Evangelical  United  Brethren 
union. 


The  130-ton  tile  roof  needs  to  be  replaced,  tile  by  tile. 


nquated  heating  and  electrical  systems. 


Lovely  Lane  is  a  church 
known  not  only  to 
United  Methodists,  but 
also  to  the  many  other 
people  who  visit  it 
regularly  for  musical, 
cultural,  civic,  and 
community  activities.  A 
music  critic  has  called  it 
“the  finest  small  concert 
hall  in  the  area."  An 
architectural  scholar 
has  called  it  “a  Balti¬ 
more  landmark  and  a 
national  treasure."  Both 
are  right. 
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For  more  information,  speak  to  your  local 
pastor,  or,  beginning  January  4,  1982,  call  toll- 
free,  Monday  through  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Eastern  Standard  Time:  800-368-2520. 


A  special  feature  of  the 
Church  wide  campaign 
authorized  by  the  1980 
General  Conference  to 
restore  Lovely  Lane  will 
be  the  designation  of  the 
chapel  as  the  Restora¬ 
tion  Chapel.  There,  the 
name  of  every  “partner 
congregation”  that  con¬ 
tributes  an  average  of 
one  dollar  per  member 
will  be  displayed  perma¬ 
nently  and  prominently, 
in  recognition  of  the  ties 
that  bind  all  United 
Methodists. 


RESTORATION 
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A  MUSEUM  FOR  ALL 
UNITED  METHODISTS 

During  the  Great  Baltimore  Fire  of  1904,  many 
important  and  unique  Methodist  documents,  books, 
art  works,  and  artifacts  were  lost  to  the  flames.  Those 
that  survived  were  moved  to  Lovely  Lane  Church  for 
safekeeping.  Lovely  Lane  had  the  only  available  fire¬ 
proof  vaults. 

There  the  collection  stayed  until  1955,  when  the 
Lovely  Lane  Museum  was  opened,  making  the  re¬ 
search  library  and  collections  accessible  to  the  public. 

The  Lovely  Lane  Museum  contains  such  irreplace¬ 
able  items  as  the  Strawbridge  pulpit  (1760),  Asbury’s 
ordination  certificate  from  the  Christmas  Conference, 
signed  by  Dr.  Coke,  and  the  1794  portrait  of  Asbury 
by  Charles  Peale  Polk,  which  was  borrowed  for  the 
opening  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  being  exhibited  by  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art. 

Although  it  is  the  museum  of  the  Baltimore  Con¬ 
ference  Historical  Society,  which  dates  back  to  1855, 
the  museum’s  contents  are  part  of  the  history  and 
heritage  of  every  United  Methodist  in  the  country. 

A  CAMPAIGN  TO  RESTORE  AND  TO 
PRESERVE  NOT  JUST  A  MONUMENT, 

BUT  A  MINISTRY 

Lovely  Lane  Church  still  looks  good,  as  it  approaches 


its  own  centennial  as  well  as  the  important  bicen¬ 
tennial  commemoration  of  the  Christmas  Conference, 
in  1984.  Everyone  who  sees  the  church  says  so. 

A  closer  look,  however,  reveals  that  Lovely  Lane 
is  in  trouble.  Tiles  are  falling  off  the  roof.  The  ceiling 
leaks  and  is  literally  falling  down.  The  stained  glass 
windows  are  cracked  and  chipped.  The  heating  sys¬ 
tem,  parts  of  which  date  from  1887,  is  collapsing. 
The  1906  electrical  system  is  not  up  to  code,  much  less 
up  to  acceptable  safety  standards.  The  list  goes  on 
and  on. 

Lovely  Lane  could  undoubtedly  build  another 
church  in  another  location  for  less  than  the  cost  of 
restoring  and  preserving  its  present  home.  The  con¬ 
gregation  could  also  undoubtedly  cut  costs  if  it  were 
creating  a  mere  "museum  piece,”  to  be  walked  through 
and  looked  at,  but  not  lived  in.  But  then  Lovely  Lane 
wouldn’t  be  Lovely  Lane. 

The  congregation  is  determined  to  restore  not  just 
a  monument  to  the  past,  but  also  a  ministry  for  the 
future — for  the  next  century.  Indeed,  Lovely  Lane’s 
575  members  have  already  raised  $250,000,  without 
outside  help.  This  is  a  small  proportion  of  the  total 
required,  but  a  sizeable  contribution  nevertheless  and 
an  important  demonstration  of  the  congregation’s 
faith  in  the  future  ministry  of  the  Centennial  Monu¬ 
ment  of  American  Methodism. 


The  water-damaged  vaulted  ceiling,  with  famous  celestial  mural,  is  to  he  recreated  on  fiberglass,  to  prevent  future  loss. 
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Trial  tests  creationism  teaching  law 

‘ Absolute  beginning’ from  nothing  said  unique  to  Western  religion 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  -  The 
constitutionality  of  a  new  Arkansas  law 
requiring  creationism  to  be  taught  if 
evolution  is  taught  in  the  public  schools 
has  been  argued  here  since  Dec.  7  in  the 
U.S.  District  Court. 

WCC  panel 

Nuclear 

deterrence 

rejected 

AMSTERDAM  (EPS)  -  A  17-member 
international  church  panel  has  rejected 
“nuclear  deterrence  .  .  .  (as)  a  stable  or 
acceptable  basis  for  peace.”  It  calls  the 
“increasing  popular  resistance  to 
nuclear  weapons  in  many  countries” 
“signs  of  hope”  in  an  otherwise 
“gloomy”  picture. 

(United  Methodism’s  Alan  Geyer, 
director  of  the  Churches’  Center  for 
Theology  and  Public  Policy  in 
Washington,  was  one  of  three  North 
Americans  on  the  panel. ) 

The  group  was  convened  by  the 
Geneva-based  World  Council  of 
Churches.  Its  preliminary  report  also 
urges  churches  to  “speak  and  act  now, 
even  at  the  risk  of  some 
oversimplification,  because  the  peril  is 
so  great.”  The  panel,  from  15  countries, 
heard  four  days  of  testimony  (Nov.  23-26) 
f rom  three  dozen  witnesses . 

The  group  calls  nuclear  weapons  "a 
new  and  dangerous  development  in  the 
long  history  of  belligerence  which  must 
itself  be  challenged  as  no  longer 
acceptable  in  a  world  redeemed  by 
Christ.  Even  national  structures  need 
ultimately  to  be  put  in  question  by 
churches  which  declare  the  unity  of 
mankind.” 

Asked  during  a  news  conference 
whether  the  panel  concluded  that  nuclear 
weapons  invalidate  a  traditional  view 
that  wars  in  certain  situations  might  be 
justified,  Paulos  Gregorios,  Orthodox 
Church  of  the  East  Metropolitan  of  New 
Delhi,  said  the  group  was  not  of  one  mind 
about  the  continuing  usefulness  of  just- 
war  theology. 

Rejecting  any  strategy  which  implies 
or  advocates  fighting  a  nuclear  war,  the 
panel  also  calls  “the  doctrine  of  limited 
war  ...  a  new  stimulus  to  the  dangers.” 
It  supports  the  continuation  of  several 
varieties  of  arms  control  negotiations, 
but  says  “such  negotiations  by 
themselves  are  not  likely  to  lead  to  the 
substantial  reductions  in  nuclear 
weapons,  and  their  eventual  abolition, 
which  we  believe  are  the  only  proper 
goals.” 

Several  proposals  presented  and 
discussed  by  the  witnesses  and  panel  are 
described  as  “signs  of  hope,”  including 
“new  international  negotiating 
procedures,”  a  “freeze  on  the  testing, 
development  and  production  of  all 
nuclear  weapons,”  “limited  unilateral 
disarmament  initiatives,”  and  “nuclear 
weapon-free  zones  in  different  parts  of 
the  world." 

The  panel  says  “churches  should 
urgently  consider  the  delegitimization  of 
the  production,  possession  and  use  of 
nuclear  weapons,  which  are  a  crime 
against  humanity”  and  should  “give  the 
highest  priority  to  confidence  building 
measures  between  nations  and  peoples; 
develop  effective  pastoral  measures  to 
overcome  the  widespread  cynicism, 
depair  and  indifference,  and  expose  the 
selfish  nationalistic  thinking  often 
disguised  as  realism  .  . 


Whatever  Judge  William  C.  Overton 
rules,  both  plaintiffs  and  defendants  have 
already  announced  that  they  plan  to 
appeal  his  decision.  The  trial  is  expected 
to  last  two  weeks. 

Nicknamed  “Scopes  II”  after  the  1925 
“Monkey  Trial”  in  which  John  Scopes,  a 
high  school  biology  teacher,  was 
convicted  of  violating  a  Tennessee  law 
against  the  teaching  of  evolution,  the 
trial  here  involves  the  same  basic  issue 

—  the  teaching  of  evolution  and  of 
creation. 

There  is  a  reverse  twist  in  the  1981 
trial,  however.  Where  the  defense  argued 
the  theory  of  evolution  should  be  included 
in  addition  to  the  Bible’s  creation  story  in 
1925,  this  trial  tests  whether  creationism 
can  be  taught  at  all  as  a  secular  science. 

Another  sign  of  change  here  is  that  12 
of  the  23  plaintiffs  in  the  case  filed  by  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
are  clergymen  —  five,  including 
Arkansas  Area  Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Hicks, 
are  United  Methodist  ministers.  They 
are  joined  by  the  principal  officials  or 
bishops  of  the  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
Roman  Catholic,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Southern  Baptist  and  Jewish 
groups  in  the  state. 

The  plaintiffs  contend  that  creation- 
science  is  actually  religious  teaching 
disguised  as  science.  Their  attorneys  are 
arguing  that  the  Arkansas  law  —  which 
mandates  “balanced  treatment  of 
evolution-science  and  creation-science” 

—  violates  the  Establishment  Clause  of 
the  First  Amendment,  which  prohibits 
the  establishment  of  religion  by  the  state. 
They  also  argue  that  the  law  abridges 
academic  freedom  —  presumably  also 
covered  by  the  First  Amendment  —  and 
is  so  vague  that  the  ordinary  person  (or 
teacher)  cannot  understand  what  is 
either  required  or  prohibited  by  it. 

The  law  requires  “balanced  treat¬ 
ment”  wherever  the  topic  of  the  origins 
of  life,  the  earth  or  the  universe  or  human¬ 
ity  appear  in  public  school  curriculum :  in 
lectures,  textbooks,  library  materials  or 
educational  programs.  Instruction  must 
not  include  any  religious  instruction  or 
references  to  religious  writings,  however. 

State  Senator  James  Hoisted,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lakewood  UMC  in  North  Little 
Rock,  who  sponsored  the  law  told  the 
Reporter  he  firmly  believes  creation- 
science  is  a  genuine  science  which  can 
be  taught  without  the  use  of  religious 
reference  materials  —  such  as  the  Book 
of  Genesis. 

The  United  Methodist  said  on  the  wit¬ 
ness  stand  that  he  got  “a  model  law” 
developed  by  creationists  and  sponsored 
it  in  the  Senate  partly  because  of  his 
religious  convictions.  He  describes  him¬ 
self  as  a  “born-again"  fundamental¬ 
ist  Christian." 

Arkansas  Attorney  General  Steve 
Clark,  in  defense  of  the  law’s 
constitutionality,  argues  that  there  is 
just  as  much  scientific  evidence  to 
support  creation-science  as  there  is  to 
support  the  theory  of  evolution.  Hence, 
he  claims,  “the  two-model”  teaching 
approach  fosters  learning  and  makes  the 
state’s  role  “neutral.” 

What  is  creation-science? 

The  law  includes  a  definition  of 
creation-science  which  —  since  it  came 
directly  from  a  model  developed  by 
leading  creationist  groups  —  appears  to 
be  generally  accepted.  Creation-science 
includes:  (1)  sudden  creation  of  the 
universe,  energy,  and  life  from  nothing; 
(2)  the  insufficiency  of  mutation  and 
natural  selection  to  bring  about  the 
development  of  all  living  kinds  from  a 
single  organism;  (3)  changes  only 
within  fixed  limits  of  originally  created 
kinds  of  plants  and  animals; 
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(4)  separate  ancestry  for  humans  and 
apes;  (5)  explanation  of  the  earth’s  geol¬ 
ogy  by  catastrophism,  including  the  oc¬ 
currence  of  a  worldwide  flood;  and  (6)  the 
relatively  recent  inception  of  the  earth 
and  living  kinds. 

The  ACLU  attorneys  called  a  series  of 
expert  witnesses  in  the  areas  of  religion, 
science  and  education  to  testify  in 
support  of  their  basic  contention  that 
creation-science  is  really  a  “pseudo¬ 
science”  which  establishes  a  particular, 
fundamentalist  view  in  public 
classrooms. 

Bishop  Hicks  was  the  first  to  take  the 
stand  before  a  packed  courtroom  and  a 
large  press  corps  which  included 
international  news  organizations. 

“Here  (the  disputed  law)  is  a  mix  of 
theology  and  philosophy  which  seeks  to 
circumscribe  scientific  inquiry,”  the 
bishop  said.  “The  legislative  declaration 
of  purpose  makes  it  clear  that  the  intent 
is  not  free  inquiry.” 

The  “intent”  to  which  he  referred  in 
the  legislation  says  that  an  alternative 
model  of  origins  needs  to  be  taught 
because  “evolution-science  is  contrary  to 
the  religious  convictions,  moral  values  or 
philosophical  beliefs  of  many  students” 
and  produces  a  preference  for 
“theological  liberalism,  humanism, 
nontheistic  religions  and  atheism.” 

Bishop  Hicks  said  on  cross- 
examination,  that  “Genesis  means  a 
great  deal  to  me  ...  It  has  to  do  with  the 
‘why’  of  creation  ...  It  is  harmful  to  God 
and  to  free  inquiry  to  circumscribe  how 
or  why  God  did  it.” 

Dr.  Langdon  B.  Gilkey,  professor  of 
theology  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
Divinity  School  and  author  of  a  book  on 
creation  called  “Maker  of  Heaven  and 
Earth,"  testified  that  the  Arkansas  law  is 
“unquestionably  a  statement  of  religion” 
because  “sudden  creation”  implies  a 
necessary,  intelligent,  powerful, 
precedent  creator. 

In  his  opinion,  he  said,  “a  creator  is 
certainly  a  God  ...  a  supranatural  being 
that  transcends  both  nature  and  human 


$59.95 

mtx  listening  center  complete  with  six  Model  510 
heodphonet  ond  on*  Model  753  six-position  listening  sto- 
tlon  thot  plugs  Into  v.*  jock  on  above  unit*.  $65.95  . 


Church  Resource  Systems 
P.O.  Box  990  •  Dallas,  Texas  75221 

ems  Is  o  12  year-old  oudio-visuol  ministry  ol  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council. 


society.” 

He  testified  that  the  concept  of  creation 
as  “an  absolute  beginning”  out  of 
nothing  was  unique  to  Western  religious 
traditions,  specifically  Judaism, 
Christianity  and  Islam.  He  said  in 
Western  culture  “What  has  to  do  with 
religion  is  related  to  God  and  what  is 
related  to  God  is  religious.  ” 

In  his  opinion,  the  creation-science 
model  could  not  be  called  a  scientific 
theory  because  it  calls  on  a  supranatural 
deity  to  explain  it  while  scientific  inquiry 
does  not  address  questions  of  primary 
causality. 

The  theologian  said  creation  science  is 
a  form  of  “religious  apologetics”  —  an 
effort  to  spread  the  faith  by  arguing  the 
truth  of  religious  beliefs  using  scientific 
terminology.  “There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  apologetics.  I’ve  written  some,”  he 
said.  “The  only  problem  is  when  one  has 
two  hats  on  and  hides  one.  ” 

Science  secular,  not  atheistic 

He  said  science  has  a  secular 
character  because  it  can’t  appeal  to 
supranatural  causes,  but  scientists 
themselves  both  do  and  don’t  believe  in 
God.  “That  doesn’t  mean  science  is 
atheistic,”  he  concluded. 

Expert  science  witness  Dr.  Michael 
Ruse  of  Ontario,  Canada,  a  professor 
who  specializes  in  the  history  and 
philosophy  of  biology,  testified  the  second 
day  that  “scientists  agree  that  evolution 
happened  ...  the  evidence  is 
'overwhelming,”  but  that  creation- 
scientists  often  confused  the  fact  of 
evolution  with  the  mechanism,  according 
to  an  Arkansas  Gazette  report. 

The  state’s  witnesses  include  a  group 
of  creation-scientists  who  are  expected  to 
present  scientific  data  that  supports 
creation-science  as  a  valid  scientific 
theory. 

The  state  argues  that  the  terms 
“creation”  and  “creator”  are  not 
inherently  religious  terms  or  concepts 
and.  therefore,  that  creation-science  is 
as  non-religious  as  evolution-science. 


Flight  of  Holy  Family  shows  sermon  in  glass 

CARMEL,  Calif.  —  The  flight  of  Mary,  Joseph  and  the  Baby  Jesus  to  Egypt  is  one  of 
the  ‘‘sermons  in  glass"  dedicated  in  a  ceremony  at  the  Church  of  the  Wayfarer  here 
just  before  Advent  season.  The  installation  of  the  windows  is  the  culmination  of  a  40- 
year  remodeling  project  at  the  church,  which  began  in  1940. 
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Couple  gathers 
cards  for  prisoners 

NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  —  A 
year  ago,  Bart  and  Mary  Lackey  co¬ 
ordinated  a  drive  to  obtain  Christmas 
cards  and  stamps  which  they  handed 
out  to  enable  each  inmate  in  their 
state’s  prison  system  to  send  friends 
and  families  season’s  greetings.  Since 
then,  the  Lackeys  have  gained  some 
allies  and  some  wider  responsibilities. 

Prison  ministry  has  become  a 
special  outreach  program  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  where  they 
are  members,  and  last  month  Mr. 
Lackey  received  his  license  to  preach. 
His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ben  Jordan,  said 
Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of  Arkansas 
assigned  Mr.  Lackey  to  First  UMC  to 
be  in  charge  of  prison  ministry  and 
outreach. 

“It’s  a  new  adventure  in 
discipleship  for  our  people,”  Dr. 
Jordan  said  of  the  prison  ministry  led 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lackey. 

The  entire  congregation  got 


BART  AND  MARY  LACKEY 


involved  when  First  UMC  and  the 
predominantly  black  McCabe  UMC 
here  hosted  the  choir  from  the 
women’s  prison  unit  on  World 
Communion  Sunday  for  worship, 
lunch  and  fellowship. 

The  Lackeys  and  other  United 
Methodists  here  conduct  weekly  Bible 
studies  in  Pine  Bluff  at  the  women’s 
unit  and  at  the  separate  Diagnostic 
Center  through  which  all  male 
inmates  must  pass  prior  to  receiving 
their  permanent  prison  assignments. 

The  Lackeys  are  helping  with 
Christmas  parties  at  both  units  and 
Christmas  Eve  worship. 

Their  prison  ministry  takes  place  in 
their  home,  too.  For  instance,  last 
week  they  hosted  Nancy  Kenley,  a 
resident  at  the  women’s  unit.  She 
usually  works  with  the  prison 
chaplain  and  social  worker,  but  she 
was  helping  Mrs.  Lackey  sort  some 
2,000  Christmas  cards  received  so  far. 

Mr.  Lackey  said  they  need  3,500  if 
each  inmate  in  the  Arkansas  prison 


system  is  to  have  at  least  one.  The 
problem  this  year,  Mrs.  Lackey 
added,  is  that  people  have  not  been 
sending  either  stamps  or  money  to 
buy  stamps,  and  the  program  is 
running  out  of  funds. 

Ms.  Kenley  described  to  the 
Reporter  in  a  phone  interview  the 
significance  to  her  and  others 
confined  within  the  institutions  of 
prison  ministries  such  as  that  of  the 
Lackeys  and  First  UMC. 

“It  means  a  whole  lot  to  us  to  know 
that  someone  on  the  outside  cares  — 
that  there  are  people  in  the  world  who 
don’t  turn  their  backs  on  us  just 
because  we  did  something  wrong.” 

She  said  such  caring  can  help 
people  “go  straight”  after  finishing 
their  prison  sentences,  “just  knowing 
we  haven’t  been  forgotten.” 

Persons  wanting  to  help  the 
Lackeys  get  stamps  may  send 
contributions  to  Mr.  and  Mrs  Bart 
Lackey,  6800  Ponderosa  Dr.,  North 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  72116. 


UM  agency  officials  seek  ‘family  dialogue’ 
with  critic  group,  some  fear  diversion  tactic 

World  freedom  concerns  of  conservatives 
deserve  consideration,  Bishop  Clymer  says 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Leaders  of  United 
Methodist  social  action  and  mission 
agencies  are  “more  comfortable” 
dealing  with  international  problems 
caused  by  right-wing  elements  than 
those  caused  by  the  left,  Bishop  Wayne 
Clymer  told  nearly  30  agency  officials 
last  week. 

Thus,  he  indicated,  groups  such  as  the 
new  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  have  risen  to  challenge  these 
agencies  to  greater  concern  for  the  losses 
of  freedom  under  leftist  regimes. 

Perhaps  rather  than  fighting  the  In¬ 
stitute,  agency  officials  should  sit  down 
with  Institute  leaders  for  a  “family 
dialogue,"  said  Bishop  Clymer, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  ( UMCOR) . 

He  was  speaking  as  a  member  to  the 
United  Methodist  Joint  Panel  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Affairs,  a  coordination  and  strategy 
group  for  the  General  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Church  and  Society. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  panel 
voted  to  seek  a  meeting  between  agency 
officials  and  the  Institute. 

Approximately  one-third  of  the  two- 
day  meeting  was  given  over  to  discussion 
of  various  criticisms  of  —  and  con¬ 
troversies  involving  —  the  two  boards. 
Much  of  the  first  evening  was  spent  con¬ 
sidering  the  “fall-out”  from  the  United’ 
Methodist  Reporter’s  coverage  of  the 
Oct.  9-11  conference  in  New  York  sup¬ 
porting  two  liberation  movements  in 
their  struggles  against  the  apartheid 
government  of  South  Africa.  Another 
discussion  centered  on  magazine  and 
newspaper  articles,  TV  shows  and  letter 
campaigns  critical  of  the  agencies. 

In  addition,  the  panel  sent  a  letter  to 
President  Reagan  expressing  concern 
over  the  escalation  of  rhetoric  con¬ 
cerning  Libya  and  heard  several  reports. 

Institute  ‘more  like  family* 

Bishop  Clymer  inserted  his  comments 
in  the  midst  of  a  90  minute  discussion  of 


ways  to  counteract  the  Washington- 
based  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  and  of  the  $6,000  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  Institute  which  the 
panel  initiated. 

“There  are  many  institutes,”  but  this 
one  is  more  like  family,  the  bishop  said. 
More  than  a  dozen  of  the  31-member 
board  of  advisors  are  United  Methodists 
or  have  UM  ties: 

“Peter  Berger  teaches  in  a  United 
Methodist  school.  Ira  Gallaway  is  a 
pastor  of  a  United  Methodist  Church.  Ed 
Robb  is  one  of  us  .  .  .  These  are  our 
people,”  Bishop  Clymer  said. 

The  previous  day,  several  panel  mem¬ 
bers  had  emphasized  the  importance  of 
the  church  not  being  afraid  to  talk  with 
groups  such  as  communists  who  might 
hold  greatly  different  philosophies. 

“We  find  it  easy  to  engage”  in  con¬ 
versations  and  coalitions  with  those 
groups,  “but  I  haven’t  seen  us  work  with 
more  conservative  groups,"  the  Iowa 
Area  bishop  said  the  next  day. 

Conservative  groups  tend  to  emphasize 
freedom  while  the  panel  has  emphasized 
justice,  he  said.  “We  never  call  for 
‘peace  with  freedom’ ;  we  say  ‘peace  with 
justice’.  For  Americans,  the  normative 
category  has  been  freedom. 

our  country’s  motto  ‘liberty  and  jus¬ 
tice  for  all’  is  very  difficult  in  this  world. 
One  seems  to  play  against  the  other.” 

The  bishop  said  that  difference  has 
created  a  communication  problem  for 
the  panel.  He  and  other  members  said 
the  panel  is  critical  of  the  United  States 
when  it  fails  to  live  up  to  its  own  high 
ideals  of  “liberty  and  justice." 

Nonetheless,  Bishop  Clymer  said,  “I 
never  recall  in  five  years  around  this 
table  a  strong  affirmation  of  something 
the  United  States  has  done.” 

Other  members  of  the  panel  sharply 


disagreed  on  the  Institute’s  goals. 

“The  Institute  is  part  of  the  diversion¬ 
ary  tactics  ...  to  keep  us  from  the  real 
issues,”  charged  Nora  Boots,  head  of  the 
Latin  American  staff  in  the  World  Division,  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“For  the  first  time,  the  church  in  Latin 
America  represents  the  salvation,  not 
the  oppression,  of  people,”  she  said.  By 
spending  time  with  the  Institute,  the 
agencies  will  be  playing  into  its  hands  by 
being  “sucked  into  defending  ourselves.” 

Peggy  Billings,  social  involvement  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  Women’s  Division,  warned 
against  dealing  with  the  non-profit,  poli¬ 
tical  Institute  as  a  co-equal  of  church 
agencies. 

John  Stumbo,  a  Kansas  lawyer  and 
World  Division  director,  moved  to  have 
dialogue,  saying:  “It  sounds  like  we  have 
a  lot  of  paranoia  about  another  group  we 
don’t  like.  This  bothers  me.  I  think  we’re  try¬ 
ing  to  withhold  diplomatic  recognition. 
I  think  if  this  were  a  liberal  theology 
group,  we’d  spend  a  lot  of  time  with  them.” 

The  Rev.  Richard  Tholin,  a  professor 
at  UM-related  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  School  and  World  Division 
director,  was  appointed  to  report  on 
“dialogue”  plans  at  the  next  panel 
meeting,  Feb.  3-4.  He  will  become  panel 
chairman  at  that  date. 

Panel’s  standing  unclear 

The  panel  itself  has  no  official  standing 
under  the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline”  but 
is  a  body  created  jointly  by  predecessor 
mission  and  social  concerns  agencies  in 
1966.  It  has  had  little  public  visibility. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  said  he  sees 
the  panel  as  being  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
primary  source  of  international  in¬ 
formation. 

“The  panel  coordinates  the  agencies’ 


work  on  international  issues  and  talks 
out  what  should  or  can  happen  at  General 
Conference,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert  Mc- 
Clean  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
staff.  Legislation  for  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  worked  out  in  the  panel  and 
then  given  to  the  boards  for  their  decision 
about  submitting  it,  he  said. 

But  the  panel  does  initiate  and  act  on  its 
own,  as  in  co-ordinating  participation  in 
the  Oct.  9;  11  conference  on  Southern  Africa. 

Bishop  Clymer  complained  that 
nobody  really  knows  what  the  panel  has  a 
right  to  do:  "In  1966,  it  was  authorized 
with  specifics  around  limitations.”  It 
was  to  help  agencies  know  when  they 
were  duplicating  and  contradicting  each 
other’s  efforts  on  international  issues, 
Mr.  McClean  said. 

But  the  panel  has  been  changing  and 
broadening  its  range  of  activities  ever 
since,  Bishop  Clymer  said.  “As  far  as  I 
can  tell,  we’ve  never  gone  back  to  the 
boards  to  ask  what  they  want  us  to  be  .  .  . 
We  are  so  far  from  what  the  panel  started 
out  to  be.  We  should  define  who  we  are 
and  who  we  should  be  and  take  it  back  to 
the  boards  for  approval.” 

The  panel  agreed,  voting  to  have  a 
report  at  the  next  meeting. 

During  an  hour-and-a-half  session,  the 
panel  severely  criticized  the  Reporter’s 
“distorted”  coverage  of  the  conference 
on  Southern  Africa.  One  part  of  the 
Reporter’s  analysis  said  the  majority  of 
the  Conference’s  planning  committee 
were  pro-Soviet  in  orientation. 

The  raising  of  such  matters  pulls 
people  off  onto  "peripheral  issues”  and 
away  from  the  important  issue  of 
fighting  apartheid,  several  said. 

Panel  members  estimated  they 
received  approximately  50  letters 
protesting  agency  funding  and  support  of 
the  conference.  Most  agreed  that  was  a 
small  number  and  indicates  few  United 
Methodists  are  upset  and  that  the  panel 
need  not  spend  much  energy  responding 
to  criticism  of  the  conference.  The  panel 
is  continuing  to  relate  to  the  after- 
conference  steering  committee. 
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Hispanic  church  growth  rests  with  laity 


By  M.  GARL1NDA  BURTON 

Staff  Writer 

• 

NASHVILLE  —  More  than  50  members  of 
MARCHA,  the  Hispanic  caucus  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  earlier  this  month  discussed 
the  growing  Hispanic  population  in  the  U.S.  and 
addressed  the  denomination’s  responsibility  to 
the  Spanish-speaking  community. 

The  body  agreed  that  the  burden  must  fall  on 
qualified  Hispanic  United  Methodist  lay  people 
to  go  into  Hispanic  communities  and  help 
develop  new  congregations,  especially  in  areas 
where  there  are  few  Spanish -speaking  pastors. 
They  also  stressed  recruitment  of  more  young 
men  and  women  from  local  churches  for 
seminaries  in  order  to  better  serve  and  maintain 
Spanish  constituencies. 

The  Rev.  Eli  Rivera  of  the  National  Division  of 
the  UMC's  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
dtieussed  the  implications  of  the  I960  census  in 
terms  of  the  socioeconomic  and  cultural 
makeup  of  the  U.S.  Hispanic  population.  He 
criticized  the  census  as  "inaccurate”  in  its 
presentation  of  the  size  and  scope  of  the  Hispanic 
community. 

Mr.  Rivera  said  the  census  estimated  a 
Spanish-speaking  population  of  about  12  million 
persons.  He  said,  however,  that  the  figure  is 


probably  closer  to  18  million,  and  that  many 
persons  were  not  counted  either  because  they  did 
not  complete  the  census  forms  or  listed  them¬ 
selves  as  “other”  in  the  racial/ethnic  category. 

According  to  his  compilations,  there  are  more 
than  40,000  United  Methodists  of  Hispanic  origin 
related  to  330  congregations  nationally.  An 
additional  200  congregations,  he  added,  have  a 
substantial  Hispanic  membership. 

Specifically,  Mr.  Rivera  cited  several  key 
characteristics  of  the  Hispanic  population  which 
he  said  should  be  considered  in  the  development 
of  effective  ministries  in  the  Hispanic 
community: 

•  Some  90  percent  of  all  Hispanic  Americans 
live  in  urban  communities.  Among  Cubans  and 
Puerto  Ricans  the  figure  is  as  high  as  96  percent  ; 

•  The  Hispanic  population  is  young  —  the 
average  in  most  communities  is  between  22  and 
30  years  of  age; 

•  About  20  percent  of  all  Hispanic  families  live 
below  the  national  poverty  level;  the  level  is  40 
percent  for  Puerto  Rican  families ; 

•  The  high  school  dropout  rate  of  Hispanlcs  in 
some  urban  areas  is  as  high  as  80  percent. 

"We  need  to  understand  our  own  population 
and  our  strength,”  Mr.  Rivera  said.  "We  need  to 
deal  with  our  people  ourselves  in  these 


communities.” 

MARCHA’S  new  president,  layman  German 
Acevedo  of  Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico,  said  that 
within  the  United  Methodist  structure  there  is 
still  concern  about  the  relatively  small  number 
of  key  church  leaders  from  the  Hispanic 
community.  "We  (the  UMC)  need  to  figure  out 
what  we  mean  by  the  word  ‘inclusive.’  It  is  a 
tricky  word,”  said  Mr.  Acevedo,  27.  "We  are 
concerned  about  losing  some  Hispanic  staff  on 
general  agencies.  We  have  fewer  Hispanic  staff 
members  today  than  earlier,  and  we  had  fewer 
Hispanic  delegates  at  the  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence  than  in  1976.  And,  we  have  yet  to  elect  an 
Hispanic  bishop.” 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Araya  of  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  said,  "The  main 
problem  of  leadership  with  the  Hispanic 
churches  is  that  seminaries  teach  from  an  'Anglo 
perspective.'  Hispanic  students  are  taught  a 
‘manera  blanqulsta’  (whltenized  version),”  he 
said.  "Our  people  are  not  taught  how  strongly 
the  Gospel  relates  to  helping  our  people  by  going 
out  into  poor  communities.”  Hispanic  students 
also  need  to  seek  out  programs  with  an  Hispanic 
cultural  emphasis,  and  should  be  required  to 
work  in  a  community  as  part  of  their  studies,  he 
added. 


The  Rev.  Jorge  Gonzalez,  staff  person  on  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  said,  “We  need  to  form 
a  consciousness  in  our  Spanish  communities.  The 
Hispanic  youth  who  go  into  the  ministry,  get  an 
Anglo  education  and  then  try  to  return  to  their 
communities  —  without  the  proper  perspective 
—  encounter  cultural  difficulties.”  He  affirmed 
the  need  to  work  with  seminaries  incorporating 
ethnic  minority  perspectives  in  seminary 
curriculum. 

MARCHA  officials  noted  that  the  flavor  of  this 
month’s  meeting  was  a  sharp  contrast  to  some  in 
the  past,  and  showed  marked  signs  that  relations 
within  the  multi-cultural,  multi-racial  Hispanic 
caucus  are  improving.  At  MARCHA’s  April 
meeting,  the  Southern  New  Jersey  and  Florida 
conference  caucuses  pulled  out  of  MARCHA, 
saying  the  national  body  was  not  addressing 
needs  in  their  areas.  At  this  month's  meeting, 
representatives  from  both  conferences  were 
present  and  vowed  to  maintain  a  "fraternal 
relationship”  with  the  national  organization  and 
promised  to  work  with  MARCHA  in  grappling 
with  concerns  shared  by  Hispanlcs  in  the  UMC. 

Mr.  Acevedo  said  he  believes  MARCHA  will 
grow  stronger  in  the  UMC  as  its  internal 
problems  dissipate. 


A  mother  hushes  her  baby  during  a  recent 
Hispanic  service.  Reaching  the  burgeoning  Hispanic 
population  was  the  topic  of  the  December  meeting  of 
the  United  Methodist  Hispanic  caucus  called 
MARCHA. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 


Church  Women  United 


hits  40,  faces  future 


By  TRACY  EARLY 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

NEW  YORK  —  Women  from  across  the 
nation,  joined  by  a  substantial  number  of 
men,  gathered  at  the  Episcopal 
Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  Dec.  6,  to  celebrate 
the  40th  anniversary  of  Church  Women 
United  (CWU). 

Filling  row  after  row  into  the  deep 
nave  of  the  world’s  largest  cathedral, 
they  joined  in  a  colorful,  two-hour 
service  keyed  to  the  theme  "Celebrating 
our  heritage  —  claiming  our  future.” 

A  procession  with  trumpet  fanfare  and 
state  presidents  carrying  flags  initiated 
a  festive  service  of  special  music, 
liturgical  dance,  singing  of  hymns 
(including  one  written  for  the  occasion) 
and  words  of  pride  in  the  past  and  hope 
for  the  future. 

Meeting  despite  Pearl  Harbor 

Sitting  on  the  front  row  was  Amy 
Ogden  Welcher,  chosen  as  first  president 
by  a  group  of  women  who  went  ahead 
with  their  scheduled  meeting  Dec.  11-13, 
1941,  in  Atlantic  City  despite  Pearl 
Harbor. 

That  first  meeting  united  three 
ecumenical  streams  —  National  Council 
of  Church  Women,  Women's  Committee 
of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  and 
Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions  — 
Into  the  United  Council  of  Church 
Women. 


Joseph 

JOSEPH  wonts  to  bttom*  o  doctor. 
R  la  a  long  way  from  grodo  throo 
through  modlcal  school ,  but  porhaps  hit 
droom  will  com*  truo.  His  fothor  Is 
deceased  and  his  mothor  cannot  oarn 
•nough  to  provido  his  noods.  So  Josoph 
has  boon  takan  into  our  Homo  In  control 
India. 

You  could  sponsor  Josoph  or  anothor 
child  of  similar  clrcumstancos  through 
WORLDS  CHILDREN,  INC.,  o  Christian 
organisation  foundod  In  1945.  You  would 
rocolvo  portlnont  Information  on  "your" 
child:  nomo,  addross.  photo  and  caso 
history.  You  may  corrospond  If  you  wish 
and  you  will  rocolvo  a  roply . 

Tho  foo?  Only  $19  a  month  and  all 
donations  to  WCI  aro  tax  doductlblo. 
Tho  corporation  koops  Its  administrative 
costs  vory  low  and  sont  M%  of  all 
funds  received  in  1910  overseas  for  tho 
children's  food,  clothing  and  other 
essentials.  The  children  are  provided 
with  spiritual  food  as  well  as  food  for 
body,  for  all  attend  church  and  Sunday 
school. 

Won't  you  join  our  family  of  spon- 
sorsf  Caring  for  a  destitute  child  |ust 
has  to  bo  one  of  the  greatest  |oys  In 
life.  No  contracts  are  signed  with  WCI. 

This  month  children  ore  available  for 
sponsorship  In  the  Philippines,  Japan, 
Korea  and  India.  JosefBi  and  other 
children  like  him  are  waiting. 

Write  today: 


,ponto '  o  child 

i«*d  it 


Enclosed  i»  payment  lor  Hr*l 


Street  _ _ _ _ _ 

C**y - — - - 

Stoic  and  _ _ ■ _ 1 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director,  P.O. 
1979.  Winter  Haven.  R.  MSSO 


The  United  Council  became  a  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
(NCC)  in  1950  but  in  1966  declared  itself  a 
"movement”  under  the  name  Church 
Women  United  and  in  1970  became 
independent. 

Participants  in  the  40th  anniversary 
celebration  included  former  presidents 
Edna  Sinclair  (1964-67),  Clarie  Collins 
Harvey  (1971-74)  Margaret  Sonnenday 
(1974-77)  and  Mary  Louise  Rowan  (1977- 
80). 

They  were  joined  by  former  directors 
Margaret  Shannon  Meyers  ( 1966-75)  and 
Martha  Edens  (1975-80),  plus  other 
leaders  and  one  leader’s  daughter,  Beth 
Browder  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  who 
symbolized  the  CWU’s  future. 

Bringing  an  international  contribution 
were  Mary  Fadel  of  Egypt,  chairperson 
of  the  International  Committee  for  the 
World  Day  of  Prayer,  and  Shanti 
Solomon,  of  India,  secretary  of  the  Asia 
Church  Women’s  Conference  and 
founder-secretary  of  the  Fellowship  of 
the  Least  Coin. 

A  scripture  lesson,  an  account  of 
women  as  "first  witnesses  of  the 
Resurrection”  (Luke  24:1-10),  was  read 
by  Claire  Randall,  a  former  CWU  staff 
member  who  is  now  general  secretary  of 
the  NCC. 

The  principal  address  was  given  by 
President  Thelma  Adair,  former 
moderator  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  and  education  professor  at 
Queens  College,  a  unit  of  New  York  City 
University. 

Feeling  fine  and  facing  50 

Beginning  with  an  allusion  to  age  40  as 
a  checkpoint,  she  exhorted,  "Shout 
hallelujah!  We’re  feeling  fine  and  facing 
50.” 

She  recalled  the  period  of  CWU’s 
founding,  a  timeVhen  she  came  with  her 
husband  from  North  Carolina  to  New 
York  for  further  education,  and  got  her 
listeners  chuckling  about  the  days  when 
"denims  never  went  to  the  office.  ” 
Alternating  intimate  light  touches  with 
stretches  of  "down  home”  preaching 
fervor,  Dr.  Adair  centered  her  remarks 
on  words  beginning  with  the  letter  “V” : 

•  Vanquish  the  forces  of  violence  ; 

•  Make  visible  the  verities  of  your 
faith; 

•  Venture  your  voice  and  vote  and 
things  of  value. 

She  also  called  for  venturing  in  use  of 
inclusive  language,  relying  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  because  "she  knows  best.” 

Director  search  continues 
Aside  from  a  general  comment  about 
"events  that  have  pained  us,”  Dr.  Adair 
made  no  reference  to  the  staff  difficulties 
that  climaxed  in  the  abrupt  firing  of 
Director  Nan  Cox  Aug.  31. 

In  an  interview  she  said  that  on  advice 
of  counsel  she  would  make  no  public 
statements  until  a  settlement  with  Ms. 
Cox  was  reached. 

Longtime  staff  member  Dorothy 
Wagner  is  serving  as  interim  director, 
and  Dr.  Adair  said  all  other  executive 
positions  have  been  filled.  The  Search 
Committee  to  seek  a  new  director  was  to 
hold  its  initial  meeting  Dec.  8  shortly 
after  the  anniversary  celebration. 

Despite  the  problems  that  have 
buffeted  CWU  and  volunteer  women’s 
groups  generally,  Dr.  Adair  said,  CWU 
is  "holding  its  own”  and  continues  to 
provide  women  a  significant  arena  for 
ecumenical  relationships. 

In  addition  to  its  2,000  local  units  (940 
sent  in  reports  last  year)  many  other 
groups  hold  the  annual  celebrations. 

CWU  sponsors  three  annual  events: 
World  Day  of  Prayer  (March),  inherited 
from  its  foreign  missions  stream;  May 
Fellowship  Day  begun  by  the  National 
Council  of  Church  Women,  and  World 
Community  Day  (November),  begun  in 
1942. 

Offerings  from  these  services  provide 
much  of  the  CWU  budget,  which  now 
totals  about  $1.5  million  and  enables 
CWU  to  make  a  wide  variety  of  project 
grants  each  year. 

bristish  isles 

Experienced  tour  leader  and  axchanga 
paator.  Leave  June  21  for  25  days.  Eng¬ 
land.  Scotlond,  Ireland.  Wales,  Cornwall. 
Send  for  brochure.  Rev.  Earl  Langguth,  236 
South  Church,  Crass  Valley,  CA  95945. 
(916)  272-1946. 


Clergy  support  for  TV 
ministry  said  strong 


Angels  from  the  East 

Like  thousands  of  others  around  the  world,  these  children  in  Korea  try  out  their 
wings .  UNITED  METHODIST  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 


Small  UM  church  carols 
greetings  to  raise  funds 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SHREVEPORT  —  A  small  but 
spunky  United  Methodist 
congregation  will  be  delivering 
"singing  Christmas  cards”  again  this 
year  —  a  spiritually  rewarding  fund¬ 
raising  effort,  they  report. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  here  hit  upon  the 
successful  idea  last  year  when  a 
church  group  decided  to  raise  money 
by  selling  singing  Christmas  cards. 

Adele  McClanahan,  choir  director, 
said  different  organizations  within  the 
100-family  church  will  provide  the 
merry  melodies  nightly  from  Dec.  13 
through  Dec.  23.  For  a  fee  of  $10,  the 
group  delivers  a  hand-signed 
Christmas  card  and  sings  three 
familiar  carols,  topping  off  the 
musicals  with  "We  Wish  You  a  Merry 
Christmas.”  For  $15,  they  will  sing 
three  carols,  "We  Wish  .  .  .”,  and 
present  a  specially-arranged  solo  or 
duet.  For  an  additional  fee  to  provide 
yuletide  oomph,  Santa  Claus  will  join 
the  jolly  folly. 

The  Rev.  William  "Wishy”  Nolan 
said  the  project  was  not  only 
profitable  but  spiritually  rewarding. 
Carols  delivered  to  elderly  residents 
and  to  those  spending  Christmas 
alone  evoked  tears  of  gratitude,  hugs 


and  kisses,  which  added  to  the 
carolers’  holiday  cheer. 

Money  from  the  project  is  used  to 
pay  for  church  scholarships  to  annual 
conference  events,  such  as  retreats, 
workshops  and  seminars,  Mr.  Nolan 
said.  He  added  that  word  of  the 
church  members’  versatility  has 
them  in  great  demand.  "Last  year  we 
also  played  several  big  Christmas 
parties  for  people  who  wanted  live 
entertainment,”  he  said. 

Ms.  McClanahan  has  lined  up 
several  guitarists  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  accompany  the  various  groups. 
Organizations  such  as  the  choir, 
women’s  circles,  Sunday  school 
classes  and  men’s  fellowship  groups 
will  each  sponsor  a  night  of  singing. 
She  said  she  has  been  rehearsing  the 
children’s  choir  for  one  night’s  perfor¬ 
mance  this  season. 

“Every  night  the  sponsoring  groups 
will  either  provide  the  music  or  see 
that  there  are  enough  singers,”  Ms. 
McClanahan  said.  “Last  year  some  of 
the  same  people  ended  up  going  every 
night,  but  this  was  our  first  time. 
We’re  a  little  more  organized  this 
year.” 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  -  United  Methodist 
ministers  who  responded  to  a  national 
poll  have  indicated  strong  personal 
support  for  the  denomination’s  proposed 
National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry. 

But  these  same  ministers  weren’t  so 
sure  how  well  members  of  their  congre¬ 
gations  would  financially  support  a 
television  ministry  produced  by  the 
denomination. 

Of  those  8,029  who  responded  to  the  poll 
conducted  from  here  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  85  percent 
said  they  feel  the  UMC  should  have  a 
presence  on  national  television. 

Almost  as  many  —  78  percent  —  said 
they  are  familiar  with  the  plan  growing 
out  of  the  1980  General  Conference  to 
establish  a  National  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry. 

Ministers  were  asked  if  they  believe 
grassroots  members  in  their  areas  will 
watch  programming  developed  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  and 
would  be  enthusiastic  enough  about  it  to 
recommend  that  their  friends  view  it.  Of 
the  nearly  8,000  respondents  to  this 
question,  67  percent  answered  “yes.” 
Only  8  percent  answered  "no,”  and 
another  25  percent  weren’t  sure. 

As  for  financing,  respondents  were 
asked  "Do  you  feel  that  certain  indi¬ 
vidual  members  of  your  congregation 
would  financially  support  such  pro¬ 
gramming  with  their  gifts  —  over  and 
beyond  their  normal  giving  to  the  local 
church?”  Nearly  half  —  48  percent  — 


answered  "yes."  One-fourth  —  25 
percent  —  answered  "no,”  and  the  other 
27  percent  answered,  in  effect,  "not 
sure.” 

The  questionnaire  asked  ministers  to 
respond  to  two  primary  options  and  a 
combination  of  those  options  that  have 
been  proposed  as  ways  to  invest  funds 
received  and  use  income  produced 
therefrom  to  carry  out  the  TV  Presence 
and  Ministry. 

As  between  the  stated  options,  17 
percent  favored  the  purchase  and 
operation  of  a  commercial  TV  station. 
Another  25  percent  favored  establishing 
a  permanent  trust  fund,  and  43  percent 
favored  a  combination  of  the  two  options. 
(Note:  The  station  purchase/operation 
option  has  not  been  discarded,  but  it  was 
not  mentioned  as  a  possibility  in  an 
early-December  report  by  TV  Presence 
and  Ministry  officials. 

The  General  Conference  authorized  a 
three-year  campaign  to  start  no  earlier 
than  Jan.  1,  1981,  to  raise  at  least  $25 
million  for  the  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  advanced  almost  $1 
million  for  campaign  start-up  costs 
through  November.  In  that  same  period, 
the  campaign  secured  just  under  $200,000 
in  cash  and  pledges.  The  GCFA  granted 
the  campaign  a  six-month  “grace 
period”  until  July  1,  1982,  before 
requiring  the  first  monthly  $40,000 
repayment.  Campaign  costs  are 
estimated  at  an  additional  $40,000  per 
month. 


UM  bishops  ask  U.S.  government 
to  end  military  threats  in  Caribbean 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Citing  an  urgent 
call  from  Cuban  Christians,  two  United 
Methodist  officials  have  urged  the 
Reagan  administration  to  stop  threaten¬ 
ing  military  action  in  the  Caribbean. 

Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez,  head  of 
the  autonomous  Methodist  Church  in 
Cuba  and  Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos, 
president  of  the  Council  of  Evangelical 
Methodist  Churches  in  Latin  America, 
telephoned  U.S.  United  Methodist 
officials  asking  for  quick  action  to 


prevent  U.S.  intervention  in  the 
Caribbean  and  Central  America. 

Responding  to  the  call  were  Bishop 
Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  Chicago,  president  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  New  York, 
president  of  the  World  Division. 

The  issue  involves  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  debate  on  possible  mili¬ 
tary  action  to  deal  with  the  stalemate  in 
El  Salvador. 


Actions  may  benefit  church  pensioners 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

Employees  of  religious  organizations, 
particularly  ordained  persons,  would 
benefit  under  two  recent  separate 
actions  involving  pension  plans. 

In  Washington,  a  bill  providing  more 
equitable  treatment  of  participants  in  de¬ 
nominational  pension  plans  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  would  amend  the  massive 
Employee  Retirement  Income  Security 
Act  (ERISA),  adopted  some  years  ago. 
The  amendment  would  allow  church- 
plan  participants  a  means  of  making 
“catch  up”  payments  in  later  years  to 
compensate  for  inadequate  or  non¬ 
existent  deposits  in  earlier  years.  Also,  if 
passed  into  law,  it  would  provide  lower- 
paid  church  employees  the  opportunity 
to  participate  regularly  in  tax  sheltered 
church  retirement  programs. 

The  measure  is  sponsored  by  Rep. 
Barber  B.  Conable,  R-N.Y.,  a  United 
Methodist  layman,  and  House  Majority 
Leader  James  C.  Wright  Jr.,  D-Texas. 

Current  law  limits  the  amount  that  can 
be  deposited  into  tax  sheltered  pension 
plans.  The  bill  allowing  church 
employees  to  "catch  up”  would  give 
them  the  same  options  already  available 
to  teachers,  hospital  workers  and 
employees  of  home  health  service 
agencies  who  made  small  or  no  pension 
contributions  during  their  early  working 
lives. 

The  proposed  bill  is  being  pushed  by 
the  Church  Alliance  for  Clarification  of 
ERISA,  a  coalition  representing  27  de¬ 
nominational  pension  boards. 

The  alliance  is  headed  by  Darold  H. 
Morgan,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Annuity  Board. 

Mr.  Morgan  said  that  a  key  feature  in 
the  new  bill  eliminates  the  “inequity 
between  congregational  and  hierarchical 
politics.”  He  said  the  measure  would 
eliminate  inequity  "by  allowing  all 


churches  to  be  treated  fairly.” 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pensions  recently  changed  the 
denomination’s  new  clergy  retirement 
benefits  program  to  include  the  latest 
federal  income  tax  deduction  provisions. 

Under  the  changes,  payments  into  the 
United  Methodist  pension  plan  by  an 
individual  minister  can  in  most 


instances,  beginning  Jan.  1,  be  deducted 
from  an  annual  income  tax  return. 
Amounts  deducted  will  not  be  subject  to 
federal  income  taxes  until  after  retire¬ 
ment. 

The  denomination’s  new  pensions 
system  goes  into  effect  Jan.  1.  In  most 
instances,  up  to  $2,000  in  personal 
contributions  can  be  deducted  from  tax 
returns  filed  in  1983  and  thereafter. 
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Let  carols  fill  the  air ! 


From  a  country  church,  carolers  set  out  by  sleigh  to  visit  homes  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  where  they  will  sing  Christmas  carols  and  spread  holiday  cheer. 

The  word  "carol”  comes  from  the  Greek  word  "choraulein,”  which  refers  to  a 
dance  accompanied  by  the  playing  of  flutes.  Such  dancing  —  usually  done  in  ring  form 
—  was  very  popular  among  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans.  The  Romans  brought  the 
custom  and  its  name  to  Britain.  In  medieval  England  "carol”  meant  a  ring-dance 
accompanied  by  singing,  but  gradually  the  meaning  of  "carol”  changed  and  the  word 
was  applied  to  the  song  itself.  In  the  modern  sense,  the  word  has  come  to  denote  all 
vernacular  songs  pertaining  to  Christmas.  Thfey  are  simple,  festive  songs  as  opposed 
to  hymns,  which  are  essentially  solemn.  ' 

The  birthplace  of  the  true  Christmas  carol  was  Italy.  There,  in  the  13th  century,  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  joyous  carol  spirit  which  soon  spread 
all  over  Europe. 

This  William  Medcalf  illustration  of  an  early  American  Christmas  scene  is  used  by 
permission  of  Augsburg  Publishing  House. 
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By  BEN  R.  OLIPHINT 

Christian  faith  came  into  the  world  with  a  great  burst  of  joy  and 
singing!  Luke  writes  about  it  in  these  words:  “Suddenly  (with  the 
appearance  of  the  Christ  child)  there  was  a  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  host  praising  God  and  saying,  ‘Glory  to  God  in  the  highest 
and  on  earth  peace  and  goodwill !  ’  ” 

Why  this  joy  and  singing?  Partly,  because  Christian  faith  is  good 
news  and  not  just  good  advice.  Partly,  because  Christian  faith  is  a 
story  and  not  an  argument.  It  is  a  drama,  a  drama  of  what  God  has 
done.  It  is  a  story  of  God  moving  into  life  to  reveal  love  and  purpose, 
a  story  of  a  manger,  a  cross,  and  an  empty  tomb.  It  is  good  news. 
Good  news  about  what? 

Good  news  about  God.  In  this  event  we  see  that  at  the  heart  of  the 
universe  there  is  precisely  that,  a  heart,  and  not  a  piece  of 
clockwork.  The  power  behind  the  universe  is  like  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
In  all  our  afflictions  God  is  afflicted,  and  of  all  our  joys  God  is  the 
source. 

It  is  good  news  about  ourselves.  It  invests  our  humanity  with  new 
meaning  and  dignity.  If  God  in  Christ  is  revealed  through  our  human 
nature,  our  lives  have  dignity  and  meaning.  There  can  be  new 
beginnings  in  our  lives  and  in  our  human  relationships.  Because 
Christ  lived  we  can  never  look  at  each  other  in  the  old  ways  again. 
When  we  say  that  in  the  babe  of  Bethlehem  God  took  human  form  we 
are  affirming  that  now  we  know  what  human  life  really  is.  This  is  it. 
In  Jesus,  from  the  manger  to  the  cross,  we  see  what  God  intended 
life  to  be,  and  what  it  can  be. 

It  is  good  news  that  stirs  hope  again  in  us  all.  It  brings  us  a  new 
view  of  God’s  plans  and  purposes.  Against  the  darkness  of  our 
world,  our  hope  is  in  the  same  God  who  has  acted  in  Christ.  How  else, 
under  the  actual  conditions  of  our  world  during  this  Christmas 
season,  would  we  find  the  courage  to  sing,  “Peace  on  earth  and  good 
will.”  But  our  hope  lies  in  the  sure  knowledge  that  what  has  been 
created  will  be  sustained,  that  what  is  true  and  right  will  always  be, 
that  the  worst  is  no  index  to  what  really  is,  that  even  the  best  is  but 
feeble  intimation  of  the  story  that  shall  be. 

With  this  kind  of  hope,  joy  and  confidence  comes  the  appropriate 
Christian  spirit.  At  this  sacred  season  we  reaffirm  and  renew  our 
faith  in  human  values,  those  tenuous  frail  human  virtues  of 
simplicity  and  love,  of  compassion  and  sensitiveness,  of  family  ties 
and  generous  hearts.  Indeed,  we  can  sing  with  the  angels,  “Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest  and  on  earth  peace  and  goodwill!  ” 

•  *  * 

Ben  Oliphint  is  bishop  of  the  Kansas  A  rea. 


Our  Christmas  flower  came  from  Mexico 


By  LUCILLE  J.  GOODYEAR 

When  Joel  Roberts  Poinsett  was  sent  to 
Mexico  in  1822  as  a  diplomatic 
representative  for  President  James 
Monroe,  he  never  envisioned  that  the 
mission  would  bring  about  a  series  of 
circumstances  that  would  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  a  beautifully  unique  flower, 
one  that  would  someday  become  a  world¬ 
wide  symbol  of  the  Christmas  season. 
Nor  did  he  ever  imagine,  even  in  his 
wildest  dreams,  that  this  same  flower 
would  eventually  bear  his  name  and 
come  to  be  known  as  —  the  poinsettia. 

Being  an  avid  and  most  talented 
botanist,  it  was  only  natural  that  he 
would  show  a  great  deal  of  curiosity  for 
the  plant  life  he  encountered  throughout 
his  travels  in  Mexico.  One  particular 
plant  especially  intrigued  him,  not  only 
because  of  its  unusual  form,  but  also 
because  the  people  expressed  such  a 
loving  fondness  for  it. 

Loving  brilliant  color,  they  used  it  to 
decorate  their  homes  and  churches.  It 
also  had  a  very  special  significance  when 
used  to  beautify  the  nacimientos  —  the 
little  scenes  they  erected  to  represent  the 
Nativity  —  which  most  families  had  in 
their  homes  during  the  Christmas 
season. 

The  more  Poinsett  studied  the  plant 
with  its  "painted  leaves,”  the  more  he 
learned  about  its  legendary  background. 
The  folk  legends  were  many  and  varied, 
including  one  of  Aztec  origin  —  wherein  a 
lovely  princess  who  had  loved  unwisely 
was  taken  into  the  sky  by  the  rankled 
gods  to  separate  her  from  her  lover. 


Drops  of  blood  from  her  "broken  heart” 
fell  to  the  earth,  and  wherever  the  blood 
fell  —  a  bright  red  flower  sprang  to  life. 

However,  the  most  popular  legend 
Poinsett  came  upon  told  of  a  poor  little 
Mexican  girl  (in  some  of  the  versions  it’s 
a  little  boy)  who  was  heartbroken 
because  it  was  Christmas  Eve  and  she 
had  nothing  of  value  or  beauty  to  offer  to 
the  Holy  Infant.  On  her  way  to  the 
church,  an  angel  appeared  and  bade  her 
to  gather  up  some  of  the  scrawny  weeds 
growing  along  the  road  and  then  take 
them  into  the  church.  Doing  as  she  was 
bid,  the  little  girl,  much  to  the  shock  of 
others  in  the  church,  laid  the  weeds  at  the 
foot  of  the  nacimiento  as  her  offering  of 
love.  Compared  to  the  other  gifts,  they 
were,  indeed,  a  very  poor  offering.  But  as 
she  knelt  in  reverent  prayer,  the  ugly 
weeds  were  transformed  into  a  lovely 
bouquet  of  scarlet  brilliance  —  such  as 
had  never  been  seen  before. 

The  more  Poinsett  heard  about  the 
flower,  the  more  interested  he  became  in 
its  growth  pattern  and  showiness,  and 
when  he  returned  to  the  States,  having 
completed  his  diplomatic  mission,  he 
brought  with  him  a  number  of  cuttings  of 
the  plant.  These  he  began  to  propagate  in 
the  greenhouse  of  his  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  plantation.  In  his  profound 
belief  in  the  plants’  beauty  and  merit,  he 
began  to  send  cuttings  to  other  botanists 
and  interested  nurserymen  throughout 
the  United  States,  including  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  Science 
(a  forerunner  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution)  which  Poinsett  had  helped  to 


found.  One  of  the  recipients  of  a  cutting, 
a  nurseryman  in  Philadelphia,  showed 
his  gratitude  for  being  introduced  to  the 
flower  by  suggesting  that  the  plant  be 
named  in  honor  of  Poinsett,  thus  the 
name  —  poinsettia. 

When  Poinsett  had  referred  to  the 
poinsettia  as  having  "painted  leaves”  he 
was  most  accurate.  The  red  petal-like 
formation  is  not  the  true  flower,  but  a 
highly  modified  leaf  or  bract.  The  true 
flowers  are  clustered  in  tiny  yellow,  club- 
shaped  pods,  which  grow  insignificantly 
in  the  center  of  the  colored  collar  or  leaf 
formation.  Ecologists  claim  that  the 
plant  developed  the  colored  leaves  (red 
in  the  wild  state)  as  a  necessary  lure  to 
insects,  thus  providing  fertilization  from 
plant  to  plant. 

According  to  growers,  the  poinsettia  s 
bloom  depends  on  exposure  to  70 
consecutive  days  having  13  hours  of 
darkness  at  night;  with  temperatures 
that  range  from  60  to  65  degrees.  Since 
the  Northern  Hemisphere’s  long  nights 
begin  in  the  fall,  the  flower’s  blooming 
period  is  triggered  to  occur  around 
the  Christmas  season. 

Ninety  percent  of  all  the  hybrid 
poinsettias  grown  in  the  world  are  now 
said  to  be  raised  in  San  Diego  County, 
California.  It  is  from  these  stock  farms  in 
San  Onofre,  Carlsbad  and  Encinitas  that 
nuiWies  throughout  the  50  states  and 
the  entire  world  get  their  root  stock.  In 
addition,  millions  of  cut  stalks  are 
annually  shipped  out  of  this  area  to  supply 
florists  everywhere. 

The  largest  of  these  farms  belongs  to 


The  Staff  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  wish  all  a 
safe,  happy  and  blessed 
Christmas  and  all  the 
year.  “May  the  Child  of 
Christmas,  peace  and 
Joy  Impart.  May  the 
Christ  of  Christmas, 
Dwell  Within  Your 
Heart.” 


Paul  Ecke  of  Encinitas,  who  is  largely 
responsible  for  making  the  flower  one  of 
great  commercial  value.  It  all  began  in 
1906  when  his  father,  German-Swiss 
Albert  Ecke,  introduced  the  flower  in  his 
flower-and-vegetable  stalls  in  Holly¬ 
wood,  California.  Today,  the  Ecke 
farms  have  the  distinction  of  being  the 
largest  commercial  growers  of  poinset¬ 
tias  in  the  entire  world.  In  the  course 
of  their  work  with  the  plants,  the 
Eckes  have  given  to  the  world  many  new 
varieties  of  hybrids,  including  such 
colors  as  pink,  white,  coral,  as  well  as 
numerous  tones  and  types  of  reds. 

The  poinsettia  is  now  one  of  our  best- 
known  and  loved  flowers  of  the 
Christmas  season.  It  is  seen  everywhere 
—  decorating  churches,  brightening 
homes,  on  wrapping  papers  and  gift 
cards,  and  the  plant  is  popular  as  a 
Christmas  gift.  It  is  truly  our  “Flower  of 
Christmas.” 

The  man,  Joel  Roberts  Poinsett,  died 
shortly  before  the  Christmas  season  on 
December  12,  1851  —  unaware  that  the 
special  flower  he  brought  from  Mexico 
would  not  only  bear  his  name  for  all  time 
but  would  also  become  such  a  beloved 
symbol  of  our  Christmas  season. 


Foundation  Still 
Receiving  Gifts 

In  the  time  Christ  was  born,  wise  men 
brought  gifts  to  honor  the  new-born 
Saviour. 

A  number  of  persons  have  given  stock 
to  various  Conference  causes  through  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  office. 

An  account  has  been  established 
through  a  brokerage  house  to  receive 
donations  of  stocks  and  other  gifts. 

For  more  information,  call  Dr.  J.  J. 
Caraway.  Donors  can  name  the  time 
they  wish  their  gifts  to  be  given  if  they  so 
wish. 

Gifts  may  be  given  to  the  Foundation, 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  any 
of  its  causes  or  to  individual  churches; 
all  may  be  given  through  the  Foundation. 


Phone  -(504)  927-7820. 


An  early  winter  snow  adds  a  graceful  touch  to  the  figures  of 
the  Holy  Family  in  this  New  England  Christmas  scene. 

For  those  who  dwell  in  the  “snow-and-blow”  zones  of  the 
world,  some  of  the  thoughts  of  religious  writer  Tom  Dorris 
might  be  appropriately  considered,  as  preparations  proceed  for 
the  cozy  warmth,  worship  and  feasting  which  Christmas  brings 
—  before  ice  and  cold  really  take  over  the  land. 

Mr.  Dorris  writes,  “That  December  25  is  the  celebration  of 
Jesus’  birth  is,  of  course,  not  a  matter  of  historical  precision  — 
his  birth  certificate  never  having  surfaced  as  a  venerable  relic. 
We  owe  the  date  rather  to  an  attempt  to  Christianize  already 
existing  pagan  celebrations  related  to  the  winter  solstice  —  the 
shortest  day  of  the  year  —  and  the  subsequent  return  of  the 
unconquered  sun. 

The  approach  of  those  hoary  organizers  of  calendars 
churchly  seems  to  have  been:  if  you  can’t  beat  ’em,  join  ’em  — 
and  try  to  elevate  the  general  tone  of  things  by  focusing  on  the 
birth  of  the  unconquered  Son.  In  this  they  were  wiser  than  they 
knew,  at  least  for  those  who  live  in  places  on  the  globe  where 
December  marks  the  beginning  of  a  frigid  season  of  snow  and 
sleet.  For  Christmas  to  come  in  this  initial  cold  is  true  sacra¬ 
mental  serendipity. 

‘The  child  has  come,’  in  the  words  of  Christina  Rosseti’s  19th- 
century  hymn,  ‘in  the  bleak  mid-winter’  when  ‘frosty  wind 
made  moan,  earth  stood  hard  as  an  iron,  water  like  a  stone. 
Snow  had  fallen,  snow  on  snow,  snow  on  snow.  In  the  bleak  mid¬ 
winter,  a  stable-place  sufficed  .  .  .  Enough  for  him,  whom 
cherubim  worship  night  and  day,  a  breastful  of  milk  and  a 
mangerful  of  hay.  Enough  for  him,  whom  angels  fall  down 
before,  the  ox  and  ass  and  camel  which  adore.’ 

‘What  child  is  this!’  William  Dix  asked  in  his  19th-century 
hymn.  The  answer  is  audacious  —  Son  of  God,  Savior  of  the 
World,  the  Infinite  and  Incomprehensible  Ground  of  All  Being 
as  human  servant  of  others. 

It  is  fitting  that  many  make  these  affirmations,  again  at  the 
beginning  of  winter.  For  though  the  days  then  gradually 
lengthen  into  January,  February,  and  March,  the  thermometer 
continues  its  downward  plunge. 

The  sun  has  triumphed.  Or  has  it?  If  it  has,  why  is  it  not 
warmer?  The  Son  is  born,  God’s  kingdom  has  come.  Or  has  it? 
If  it  has,  where  are  the  universal  peace  and  health  and  beauty 
and  justice  which  are  promised  with  it? 

The  sun  is  unconquered;  Light  has  triumphed.  But  there’s 
still  a  long,  cold  winter  to  come  before  the  warmth  of  spring. 
Winter  does  complete  an  age,  but  Christmas  in  December 
means  we  are  stuck  in  an  in-between,  with  the  worst  blizzards 
of  the  season  still  ahead,  before  the  age  to  come  is 
unambiguously  come. 

Christmas  in  December:  our  forebears  were  wiser  than  we 
deserve.  Christmas  in  December.  Another  glimpse  of  that 
gentle  grace  that  is  the  heart  of  the  universe.” 
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Editorial 


Voices  praying  for  peace  should  rise 
in  compelling  call  to  world  leaders 


Peace. 

Is  there  a  word  more  appropriate  to  the 
season?  Is  there  a  word  more  misappro¬ 
priated  at  this  season? 

Even  the  feasts  and  the  festivities  of 
Christmas  fail  to  hide  our  fears  that 
peace  may  be  becoming  impossible  to 
attain  —  whether  it  be  inner  peace  within 
each  person  or  global  peace  between 
different  nations,  cultures  and 
ideologies. 

As  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  and  recall  his  admonition  that 
we  should  be  “peacemakers,”  the  task 
seems  overwhelming.  In  spite  of  the 
ongoing  rhetoric  we  hear  concerning 
peace,  our  world  is,  more  heavily  and 
destructively  armed  today  than  at  any 
other  time  in  human  history.  The 
brilliance  of  the  Christmas  star  is 
dimmed  by  the  clouds  of  international 
hostilities  in  such  places  as  the  Golan 
Heights,  Poland,  Namibia  and 
Afghanistan.  Civil  strife  appears  to 
overshadow  the  possibility  for  peace  in 
El  Salvador,  Southern  Africa,  and 
Northern  Ireland. 

Even  the  language  of  peace  as  used  by 
world  leaders  today  appears  far 
removed  from  the  peace  Jesus 
envisioned  and  promised.  For  example, 
what  has  been  described  as  an  “historic 
speech”  by  our  nation’s  president  to  the 
National  Press  Club  during  November 
included  these  words:  “I  have  pointed 
out  to  President  Brezhnev  that  to 
maintain  peace,  we  must  reduce  the 
risks  of  surprise  attack  and  the  chance  of 
war  arising  out  of  uncertainty  or 
miscalculation ...” 

Do  these  words  speak  of  peace?  Peace, 
perhaps,  in  the  sense  of  avoiding  an  all 
out  nuclear  holocaust,  but  scarcely  the 
type  of  peace  God  intends  for  humankind 
as  revealed  by  the  prophets,  by  Jesus, 
and  through  the  Holy  Spirit.  Mr. 
Brezhnev’s  response  offered  similarly 
scant  encouragement  for  those  who  seek 
the  type  of  “not  as  the  world  gives  it” 
peace  that  Jesus  teaches  us  to  seek. 

We  do  not  minimize  the  value  of 
deterrence  and  restraint  as  means  of 
avoiding  all-out  war.  But  our  faith 
teaches  us  not  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
attainment  and  maintenance  of  “peace,” 

Here  I  Stand 


if  that  peace  is  no  more  than  the  absence 
of  armed  conflict. 

The  type  of  “shalom"  affirmed  in  the 
Old  Testament,  the  peace  proclaimed  by 
the  multitude  of  heavenly  host  on  the 
night  of  Jesus’  birth,  and  the  peace 
consistently  advocated  in  both  the  words 
and  example  of  Jesus,  is  far  more.  It  is  a 
sense  of  well-being  or  wholeness  — 
physical,  mental  and  spiritual  —  which 
comes  from  understanding  that  our 
destiny  is  in  God’s  hands  no  matter  what 
threats  to  our  security  may  be  posed  by 
earthly  forces.  This  understanding  of 
peace,  however,  is  not  passive.  It  also 
carries  with  it  a  mandate  that  the  same 
sense  of  well-being  be  sought  for  our 
neighbors  —  including  our  adversaries. 

While  affirming  and  awaiting  the 
results  of  such  "peace”  as  may  come 
from  “arms  limitation”  negotiations,  we 
believe  Christians  are  called  to  keep 
the  vision  of  the  kind  of  peace  God  has 
intended  for  individuals,  communities, 
nations  and  the  world. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  has  suggested  one  precise  way  of 
fulfilling  this  role  by  designating  Sunday, 
Dec.  27,  as  a  Day  of  Prayer  for  Peace 
with  Justice  in  every  local  congregation. 

Further  our  bishops  have  called  upon 
all  United  Methodists  “to  form  and  nur¬ 
ture  faithful  groups  in  every  locality  for 
the  purpose  of  study,  reflection  and  ac¬ 
tion  concerning  those  things  which  make 
for  peace.  .  .” 

We  are  not  so  naive  as  to  believe  that 
fervent  prayer  and  study  will  produce 
instant  peace  in  a  world  seemingly  bent 
on  destruction,  or  even  ease  the 
immediate  crises  in  the  world’s  current 
trouble  spots. 

But  we  do  believe  it  is  impossible  to 
overstate  the  importance  of  having 
Christian  voices  issuing  compelling  calls 
to  all  the  world’s  leaders  and  citizens  to 
seek  the  kind  of  peace  God  intends  for  the 
human  family.  Without  such  voices,  the 
world  would  soon  become  a  totally 
hopeless  jungle.  And  such  voices  are 
nurtured  and  empowered  by  prayer  and 
reflection  on  the  kind  of  peace  Jesus 
teaches  to  seek. 

Who  will  be  first  among  us? 

Peace. 


Peace  of  the  world 
is  in  our  hands 


Janice  Tatlock 


By  JANICE  K.  TATLOCK 

When  the  angel  appeared  to  Mary  in 
the  sleepy  village  of  Nazareth  with  the 
message  that  she  was  to  bear  a  son,  her 
peace  of  mind  was  disturbed.  She  won¬ 
dered  how  such  a  thing  could  be  hap¬ 
pening  to  her.  When  he  heard  the  news, 
Joseph  almost  decided  not  to  marry  her. 

There  was  not  peace  in  Bethlehem  the 
night  the  Babe  was  born.  The  city  was 
full  to  over-flowing  with  pilgrims  who 
had  arrived  for  the  census-taking.  There 
was  much  haggling  over  costs  of  food  and 
lodging  ...  a  hustle-bustle  of  nervous, 
tired  people  trying  to  settle  down  in 
strange  surroundings. 

There  was  no  peace  even  in  the  stable 
among  the  animals  as  Mary  agonized  in 
labor  giving  birth  to  her  son. 

The  slumbers  of  the  shepherds  in  the 
fields  were  broken  by  a  blinding  light  and 
the  sound  of  angels’  voices  lifted  in  song. 

The  peaceful  interlude  following  the 
child’s  arrival  was  changed  by  the  visit 
of  the  wise  men  with  their  gifts.  Now  that 
Herod  knew  of  the  birth,  what  would  hap¬ 
pen?  How  would  he  react? 

Joseph’s  peace  and  sense  of  security 
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were  shattered  by  his  dream  when  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  advised  him  to  flee  to 
Egypt  with  his  family. 

In  spite  of  the  angels’  message  of  peace 
and  good  will,  the  birth  of  Jesus  did  not 
bring  peace  as  we  most  often  understand 
it. 

Lives  were  turned  upside  down.  In  his 
lifetime,  Jesus  constantly  shattered  the 
peace. 

.  .  .  When  He  was  twelve  in  the  temple, 
the  peace  of  mind  of  the  scribes  And  His 
parents  was  upset  by  His  unusual 
behavior. 

.  .  .  When  He  called  His  disciples,  He 
caused  upheaval  in  their  lives  telling 
them  to  leave  their  fishing  nets  and 
follow  Him. 

...  In  His  teachings,  such  as,  “render 
unto  Caesar  what  is  Caesar’s,  and  unto 
God  what  is  God’s,”  He  produced  turmoil 
among  the  Pharisees. 

.  .  .  Even  the  miracles  He  performed, 
such  as  feeding  the  five  thousand,  curing 
the  Gadarene  demoniac,  raising  Lazarus 
from  the  dead,  were  questioned  and  His 
authority  doubted. 

And  yet,  could  we  have  peace,  real 
peace  of  mind  and  heart  without  these 
events?  Could  we  have  a  true  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  depths  of  God’s  love 
.  .  .  and  what  He  requires  of  us  who 
profess  to  believe  in  Him? 

Can  there  be  peace  unless  we  par¬ 
ticipate  in  our  communities  as  active 
citizens?  ...  in  our  churches  as  active 
members?  ...  in  our  world  as  active, 
concerned  Christians? 

How  can  we  talk  of  peace  when 
children  go  to  bed  hungry  each  night? 

.  .  .  when  the  threat  of  war  and  destruc¬ 
tion  is  real  to  thousands  around  the 
world?  .  .  .  when  homes  are  destroyed 
and  lives  uprooted,  not  only  by  natural 
catastrophes,  but  by  conflicting 
ideologies  and  modern  technology 
masquerading  as  progress. 

Are  we  able  to  welcome  the  Christ- 
child  again  into  our  lives,  and  open  our 
arms  to  those  in  the  world  who  are 
hungry  and  sick  and  naked  and  in  need  of 
the  care  that  Christian  love  can  provide? 

Are  we  able  to  open  our  minds  to  the 
challenge  to  do  our  part  in  preserving  the 
peace  and  bringing  justice  to  all? 

Are  we  able  to  open  our  hearts  to 
respond  to  the  needs  of  others  ...  to 
allow  the  love  of  Christ  to  shine  out 
through  us  as  the  star  shone  over  that 
stable  so  long  ago? 

Ultimately  the  peace  of  the  world  is  in 
our  hands.  What  shall  we  do  about  it .  .  . 
beginning  now,  this  Christmas,  1981? 

Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor  is  the  Rev. 
Janice  K.  Tatlock  of  Dallas,  currently 
serving  as  the  dean  of  the  School  of 
Theology  for  the  Laity  in  Dallas. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "Here  I 
Stand,"  The  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


UMR  ‘family’  shares  traditions 

Christmas  can  be  emphasized  many  ways 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Our  special  Christmas  gift  to 
you,  our  readers,  is  an  extended  news  and  feature 
treatment  of  a  subject  each  of  you  knows  well  —  the 
family. 

This  "gift"  is  in  three  main  parts.  In  the  lead  news 
feature  on  an  adjoining  page  we  present  the  views  of 
several  specialists  who  regularly  deal  with  families. 
These  persons  explain  how  they  see  the  family  coping 
with  today's  stresses  and  what  the  church  can  do  to 
better  help  families  of  various  types. 

Then  we  present  stories  about  some  more  or  less 
typical  families  who  describe  their  lives  together ,  their 
faith,  and  how  their  lives  and  faith  interrelate. 

As  an  outgrowth  of  our  work  on  this  special  focus  on 
family  life,  members  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff 
"family"  began  talking  about  how  our  own  families 
celebrate  Christmas.  We  received  a  blessing  from 
sharing  our  experience  of  Christmas  in  the  context  of 
Christian  families,  and  decided  to  share  some  of  our 
traditions  with  you.  The  brief  articles  below  are  the 
results. 

We  hope  that  as  you  receive  this  "gift,"  you  —  our 
readers  —  will  find  new  appreciation  of  your  own 
family  traditions  for  celebrating  Christmas  and, 
perhaps,  discover  new  ways  to  keep  Christ  not  only  at 
the  center  of  your  Christmas  observance,  but  also  at 
the  center  of  your  families  and  of  your  faith  year- 
round. 

Sacred-secular  mix 

Our  family’s  Christmas  celebration  has  evolved  into 
an  intentional  effort  to  observe  God’s  reaching  out  to  us 
and  others  through  Jesus,  while  also  affirming  various 
elements  of  secular  tradition. 

Our  Christmas  actually  begins  each  year  at 
Thanksgiving  when  we  gather  with  the  Dunnam  ex¬ 
tended  family  at  my  parents’  lake  home  in  East  Texas, 
and  ends  when  we  eat  Christmas  dinner  with  the  Cox 
extended  family  and  hear  Dottie’s  76-year-old  retired 
preacher  father  express  gratitude  that  we  have  lived  to 
celebrate  another  Christmas  together. 

In  between,  most  of  our  celebration  takes  place  in  our 
living  room,  where  our  tree  and  stereo  are  located,  and 
in  the  church.  Following  a  family  tree-cutting  ex¬ 
pedition  early  in  Advent,  we  pull  out  our  Christmas 
recordings  and  begin  playing  them  as  I  string  lights  on 
the  tree.  Our  children  add  most  of  the  remaining 
decorations  —  primarily  dozens  of  home-made  or¬ 
naments  they  have  made  or  been  given  over  the  years. 
Hence,  decorating  our  tree  involves  remembering  and 
reliving  past  experiences  as  well  as  looking  forward  to 
this  Christmas. 

While  we  decorate  the  tree,  Dottie  pulls  out  a  wide 
assortment  of  other  treasured  decorations,  including  a 
large  hand-made  creche  from  Africa,  copper  and  brass 
angels  from  Mexico,  and  dozens  of  red  candles  and 
holly  clippings. 

In  addition  to  regular  worship  and  study  during  Ad¬ 
vent,  we  usually  attend  several  special  religious  ob¬ 
servances  such  as  a  performance  of  the  Christmas  por¬ 
tion  of  Handel’s  Messiah,  and  Dave  Brubeck’s  per¬ 
formance  of  his  Christmas  cantata  “La  Posada  de  la 
Natividad”  along  with  our  local  church’s  choirs. 

The  high  point  of  our  Christmas  observance  comes 
bn  Christmas  eve  when,  no  matter  what  the  weather  or 
the  state  of  our  nerves  from  shopping  and  gift¬ 
wrapping,  we  all  bundle  up  and  go  together  to  a  late 
night  worship  service  which  ends  a?  Christmas  day 
arrives. 

Spurgeon,  Dottie,  Delilah,  Delayna  and  Daniel  Dunnan^ 


Christmas  letter 

Probably  no  Christmas  tradition  of  recent  vintage 
has  deservedly  earned  more  ridicule  than  “the  family 
Christmas  letter.” 

Nevertheless,  there  is  “significance"  in  family 
Christmas  letters.  They  are  a  combination  of  family 
therapy  and  family  history  for  our  household.  The  let¬ 
ter  also  becomes  our  personal  presence  and  message 
to  far  distant  family  members  in  the  Midwest  whom  we 
rarely  see. 

In  spite  of  several  writers  in  our  family,  nobody  ever 
gets  around  to  recording  what  has  been  happening  to 
us  during  a  given  year.  That  is,  until  we  write  our 
Christmas  letter.  Our  scrapbook  of  Christmas  letters  is 
our  family  history  —  except  for  some  years  when  we 
ran  out  of  copies. 

Writing  is  “family  therapy”  in  that  each  of  us  has  to 
put  the  whole  of  our  year  into  perspective  in  order  to 
single  out  those  moments  of  crucifixion  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  —  sheer  joy  and  despair  —  special  moments  and 
events  worthy  of  the  letter.  This  brings  together  for  us 
—  and  our  friends  —  a  collage  of  family  “snapshots”  — 
peeks  into  each  life  —  gathered  into  a  year’s  portrait  — 
a  year  lived  before  God,  upheld  by  God’s  grace  and 
might,  filled  and  reassured  by  our  hope  in  Christ. 

Sharon,  Leroy,  Craig,  Brendan  and  Marcia  Mielke 

Advent  wreath 

An  Advent  ring  no  more  than  10  inches  in  diameter 
became  the  symbol  of  our  family  Christmas  ex¬ 
perience  more  than  20  years  ago. 

We  were  a  young  married  couple  then  with  two  small 
children.  The  Advent  ring  with  its  holders  for  four  can¬ 
dles  —  each  to  represent  a  Sunday  in  Advent  —  ideally 
suited  us.  Each  year  the  younger  child  would  light  the 
first  candle,  the  older  child  the  second,  my  wife  the 
third  and  I  the  fourth  on  the  Sunday  just  before  Christ¬ 
mas.  We  would  add  a  fifth  candle  in  the  center  of  the 
ring  on  Christmas  eve  and  alternate  yearly  turns 
lighting  this  biggest,  brightest  “Christ  candle.” 

The  birth  of  a  third  child  a  few  years  later  altered  our 
rotation  a  bit  and  even  led  to  occasional  moments  of 
sibling  disputes  over  whose  turn  it  was  to  light  which 
candle.  But  the  ring  survives,  and  so  does  its  meaning 
these  several  years  and  thousands  of  miles  further  into 
our  own  family  adventure. 

John,  Mary,  Mark,  Ellen  and  Jim  Lovelace 

Christmas  simplicity 

The  ordinariness  of  how  we  celebrate  Christmas  is 
one  of  the  ways  that  makes  it  most  special  to  us. 

We  keep  Christmas  simple.  After  all,  that  first 
Christmas  was  a  family  time  for  Mary  and  Joseph  and 
their  new  baby.  The  sparkle  came  from  the  star  an¬ 
nouncing  Jesus’  birth  and  from  the  love  the  little 
family  had  for  each  other. 

We  may  decorate  every  room  in  the  house  —  mostly 
with  dimestore  elves  peeking  from  between  the  cur¬ 
tains,  but  the  mantle  in  the  living  room  is  reserved  for 
the  Nativity  scenes  that  I  have  acquired  over  the 
years,  starting  with  the  tiny  one  my  step-mother  sent 
to  me  my  first  Christmas  away  at  college. 

'Late  Christmas  Eve,  usually  by  the  glow  of  the 
Christmas  tree  lights  and  the  candles,  we’ll  laugh  a  lot 
and  sing  a  bit  and  talk  about  that  first  Christmas  in 
Bethlehem  —  and,  perhaps,  what  it  would  be  like  if 
Jesus  had  been  bom  hereffiow,  instead,  and  whether 
He  would  be  any  better  received. 

It’s  a  quiet,  family  time  for  us  as  we  savor  the  past 


and  gird  ourselves  for  the  future,  protected  in  the 
knowledge  that  we  won’t  be  facing  it  alone. 

Joyce  and  Michael  Hopkins 

Epiphany  gift  exchange 

From  our  year  living  in  Italy,  we  have  adopted  the 
custom  of  exchanging  gifts  on  Epiphany,  Jan.  6.  We’ve 
found  that  takes  a  certain  amount  of  tension  and  gift- 
emphasis  away  from  Advent. 

Thus,  we  are  able  to  celebrate  the  season  —  through 
church  events  and  nearly-nightly  home  Advent  ser¬ 
vices  —  primarily  as  a  time  to  consider  God’s  great 
gifts  to  us  through  His  Son. 

Then  during  the  12  days  of  Christmas  (Dec.  25  -  Jan. 
6),  the  family  takes  center  stage.  We  usually  spend 
much  of  the  time  back  in  Missouri  with  our  extended 
families.  Our  boys,  age  5  and  2,  don’t  suffer  for  want  of 
gifts  during  this  period. 

Back  in  our  home,  we  continue  to  enjoy  the  Christ¬ 
mas  atmosphere  at  a  leisurely  pace  until  our  own  gift 
exchange  which  reminds  us  that  the  meaning  of  Christ¬ 
mas  did  not  end  on  Dec.  25.  In  January,  it  is  easy  for 
the  boys  to  disassociate  Santa  Claus  from  gift-giving. 
They  re-enact  the  Wise  Men’s  giving  of  gifts  to  the 
Christ  Child  on  Epiphany  by  moving  about  the  ceramic 
Nativity  Scene  figures.  We  open  our  packages  in  the 
spirit  of  that  event. 

Roy,  Shirley,  Jeremy  and  Andrew  Beck 

Christmas  music 

Growing  up  is  tough,  especially  when  I  realize  I’ve 
somewhat  outgrown  the  childlike  excitement  of  Christ¬ 
mas.  At  23,  I  can  no  longer  look  forward  to  sitting  on 
Santa’s  knee  with  a  Xerox  copy  of  my  wish  list. 

Now  Christmas  music  —  from  Handel’s  “Messiah” 
to  the  “Coventry  Carol”  sparks  anticipation  of  Christ’s 
birth,  reminiscent  of  the  shepherds  when  the  host  of 
angels  sang  the  news  of  Jesus’  birth.  I  like  to  give 
music  as  well  as  receive  it.  As  the  former  leader  of  our 
neighborhood  youth  group  in  High  Point,  N.C.,  I  still 
like  to  organize  the  “kids”  I  grew  up  with  and  go 
caroling.  Luckily,  I’ll  get  to  be  there  again  this  year. 
Our  neighbors  were  surprised  when  we  started 
caroling  six  years  ago.  Now  they  look  forward  to  it. 

After  we’ve  caroled,  we  spend  the  rest  of  the  evening 
eating  and  talking.  These  days  it’s  the  first  time  many 
of  us  have  seen  each  other  since  we’ve  grown  up  and 
gone  our  separate  ways. 

The  music  of  Christmas  helps  me  share  the 
celebration  of  the  Divine  Birthday  and  bring  out  the 
child  in  me. 

Garlinda  Burton 

Growing  experiences 

Our  family  doesn’t  have  any  long-standing  special 
traditions.  We  just  try  to  find  the  best  way  in  any  given 
year  to  help  us  appreciate  the  coming  of  Christ  and  His 
presence  in  our  life. 

As  our  two  sons,  11  and  8  years,  grow  older,  how  we  do 
this  seems  to  require  a  change  each  year.  This  year 
they  are  big  on  Advent  wreaths,  so  that  is  our  family 
emphasis.  We  built  it  together,  and  we  celebrate 
around  it  together. 

Whatever  the  Louises  do,  we  stay  close  to  the  church. 
After  10  years  as  a  pastor  in  a  local  church  —  prior  to 
joining  the  Reporter  staff  —  we  are  still  experimenting 
with  being  participants  rather  than  leaders  in  the 
church’s  celebration.  The  boys  are  learning  how  that  We 
do  things  in  relationship  to  the  church  because  we  are" 
Christians  and  not  because  “Dad’s  the  preacher.” 

Dan,  Joyce,  Dan  Jr.  and  Carter  Louis 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


for  blood 


Christmas  brings  a  crucial  need 


To  the  Editor: 

You  would  do  a  great  service  if  you 
could  encourage  your  readers  to  get  to 
their  nearest  blood  banking  facility  (af¬ 
filiate  of  the  Red  Cross  or  American 
Association  of  Blood  Banks)  and  give  a 
pint  of  blood  to  help  save  a  life  during  the 
Christmas  holiday  season. 

Blood  centers  are  always  looking  for 
volunteer  blood  donors,  but  this  is  one  of 
the  most  critical  times  of  the  year  when 
so  many  of  the  regular  blood  donors  are 
out  of  town  on  vacation. 

This  also  happens  to  be  a  time  when  ac¬ 
cidents  are  on  the  increase,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  and  it  would  be  a 
shame  for  someone  to  be  in  need  of  blood 
and  not  have  a  supply  on  hand. 

It  does  not  matter  what  blood  type  a 
person  has  because  all  types  are  needed. 

Please  consult  your  phonq  directory, 
call  and  ask  if  the  facility  is  affiliated 
with  either  the  Red  Cross  or  the 
American  Association  of  Blood  Banks 
before  you  go.  Commercial  blood 
processing  centers  are  subject  to 
question,  as  they  are  in  the  business  for 
the  money  and  I  feel  that  the  blood 
donors  at  these  sites  are  not  screened  as 
closely  as  the  volunteer  places. 

Elton  Derden 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Historically  Advent 
is  notseason  of  joy 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  protest  what  I  see  as  a  most 
unfounded  viewpoint  about  Advent  that 
is  being  perpetuated  within  our  United 
Methodist  Church.  I  refer  to  the  current 
UMC  Advent  Study  Book,  “Christ  Comes 
Among  Us.” 

It  seems  that  we  have  discovered  Ad¬ 
vent,  yet  simply  apply  this  new  name  to 
the  same  commercial  spirit  that 
dominates  December.  I  find  no  historic 
sources  that  describe  Advent  as  a  season 
of  joy.  This  certainly  is  the  super-hyped 
spirit  that  is  sold  through  December  in 
the  advertising  and  TV  specials.  It  is  not, 
however,  the  traditional  spirit  of  Advent. 

As  I  read  in  Lutheran,  Anglican  and 
Roman  sources  I  find  Advent  is  similar 
to  Lent.  Both  seasons  use  purple  as  their 
liturgical  color.  Both  come  before  the 
white-colored  season  of  Christmas  and 
Easter.  Both  are  a  time  of  preparation 
foe  the  joy  that  is  to  come. 

In  many  areas  no  marriages  were  per¬ 
mitted  during'  Advent.  No  flowers  were 
permitted  on  the  altar  —  except  for  the 
3rd  Sunday,  known  as  Gaudete  (rejoice) 
Sunday  when  a  rose  candle  was  used  in 
place  of  the  purple  candles.  Advent  was 


sometimes  observed  for  40  days  to 
correspond  more  closely  to  Lent. 

Christmas  and  Easter  —  not  Advent 
and  Lent  —  are  the  seasons  of  joy.  Ad¬ 
vent  is  a  time  to  celebrate  that  even  in 
the  midst  of  exile,  captivity,  darkness 
and  despair  that  God  is  with  us.  The 
hymns  of  Advent,  No.  353  thru  No.  372  in 
our  hymnal,  speak  of  a  hope  for  the  joy 
that  is  to  come  to  those  now  in  darkness, 
that  God  will  yet  come  to  “ransom  cap¬ 
tive  Israel.”  It  is  the  12-day  season  of 
Christmas  that  speaks  of  “Joy  to  the 
World.” 

I  also  find  no  historic  basis  whatsoever 
for  such  assertions  that  certain  of  the  Ad¬ 
vent  candles  are  the  “prophets  candle” 
or  the  “Bethlehem  candle”  or  that  they 
stand  for  such  things  as  love,  joy  etc. 

I  rejoice  that  we  have  rediscovered  Ad¬ 
vent.  I  hope  that  we  will  let  the  collective 
wisdom  of  our  fathers  in  the  faith  provide 
the  clues  for  this  season.  I  am  disap¬ 
pointed  to  see  secular  customs  provide 
that  meaning.  Let  us  not  forget  that  Ad¬ 
vent,  Christmas  and  Epiphany  are  three 
very  distinct  seasons  with  very  distinct 
meanings. 

Darrell  D.  English 
Rockton,  Illinois 

Reporter  is  helpful 
in  ecumenical  effort 

To  the  Editor : 

As  a  subscriber  to  the  Reporter,  I  know 
you  are  concerned  with  the  ecumenical 
movement.  I  have  been  working  with 
youth  for  many  years,  trying  to  get  them 
involved  in  the  church. 

I  was  born  and  baptized  Catholic,  then 
Baptist  (although  never  confirmed  in 
either),  but  in  the  last  20  years,  I’ve  been 
confirmed  into  the  Presbyterian, 
Methodist,  Lutheran  and  Episcopal  chur¬ 
ches.  On  Maundy  Thursday  and  world 
communion  Sunday  I  traditionally 
receive  communion  in  all  four  churches. 

I  try  to  help  people  get  involved  in  the 
church  they  are  most  comfortable  with. 
My  main  objective  is  just  to  get  them  in¬ 
volved.  Your  newspaper  has  been  a  great 
help  to  me. 

Gary  McCartney 
Casselberry,  Florida 

Television  ministry  must 
be  seen  among  other  works 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  supplement,  a  promotional 
publication  of  the  National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  entitled  “The 
Link,”  left  me  feeling  I  had  been  given  a 
sales  promotion  for  a  product  I  am  not 


seeking  to  buy.  I  am  grateful  that 
General  Conference  specified  that  the 
money  to  finance  the  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry  is  to  be  raised  outside  World 
Service  and  conference  apportionments. 

However,  I  fear  that  in  order  to  suc¬ 
ceed  it  may  eventually  mean  that  every 
church  will  be  asked  to  raise  what  might 
be  considered  a  “fair  share.”  When  Dr. 
Curtis  A.  Chambers,  general  secretary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Communications 
and  co-chairperson  of  the  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry 
Steering  Committee,  responded  to  the 
question:  Where  will  we  raise  $25 
million?  His  suggestion  that  only  $3.00 
from  each  member  of  the  church  would 
enable  us  to  reach  the  goal  caused  me  to 
wince.  I  believe  that  a  television  ministry 
must  be  seen  in  relation  to  all  other 
ministries  supported  by  the  church.  I 


hope  that  as  United  Methodists  we  give 
much  more  thought  to  this  project  before 
we  “sign  the  papers.” 

Floyd  R.  Stradley 
Champaign,  Illinois 

UMR  shouldn’t  criticize 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  most  recent  editorial  pertaining 
to  “Bible  Smuggling”  was  a  disap¬ 
pointment  in  logic  as  well  as  overstated 
—  using  words  and  phrases  such  as 
“callous  disregard,”  “dishonorable,” 
‘  ‘deploring,  ’  ’  “counter-productive,  ’  ’ 
“illegal,”  and  “ill-conceived.” 

There  are  many  parts  of  the  Christian 
body  and  your  apathetic  approach  to 
saving  the  souls  of  one  billion  persons 
shouldn’t  be  further  discredited  by 
criticizing  others. 

William  Barrett  Travis 
Dallas,  Texas 


CLASSIFIED 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  -  Visit  Israel,  Egypt  (including 
Luxor)  and  Athens.  March  22-April  5.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Forrest  Robinson,  tour  hosts,  (316  )  221-2734,  Box  377, 
Winfield.  KS  67156. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  Fulltime 
position  in  1,380-member,  multiple-staff  church.  This 
position  involves  a  primary  focus  in  developing  a  total 
youth  ministry  program  to  include  6th  grade  through 
college.  The  secondary  emphasis  is  in  developing 
music  ministries  for  children  and  youth.  Salary 
negotiable.  Position  open  January  1982.  Contact  Rev. 
Gaither  L.  Day,  P.  O.  Box  308,  or  Mr.  B.  F.  Ashcroft,  P. 
O.  Box  387,  Sulphur  Springs,  TX  75482.  Phone  (214)  885- 
2185  or  885-3457. 

ALLEN  ORGAN  FOR  SALE,  two  years  old, 
excellent  condition.  Traditional  console  with  500  watts 
amplification,  complete  speaker  system,  including 
antiphonals  and  extra  bass  speaker.  *10,000.  For  more 
information,  call  United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Covenant.  981-2086,  Lafayette.  LA. 

THOUSANDS  OF  DOLLARS  worth  of  financial 
development  advice  in  Tom  Neufer  Emswiler's  new 
152-page  paperback,  Money  for  Your  Campus 
Ministry,  Church  or  Other  Non-Profit  Organization  — 
How  to  Get  It.  Just  released,  *8.95  postpaid  from  The 
Wesley  Foundation,  211  N.  School  Street,  Normal,  IL 
61761.  Brochure  available.  (309  )  452-1435. 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 
You,"  19*.  100,  *18.00  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,”  21c;  100. 
*20  00.  Poems,  "Cross  In  My  Pocket,”  H.  Plus  postage 
Crosses-2, 1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 27609. 

CHINA  6  areas  and/or  So.  Pac.,  Australia,  New 
Zealand.  Write  Dr  Bob  Panzer,  exp.  tour  leader,  641 
Pomona  Ave.,  Coronado.  CA  92118. 

A  FAVORED  VERSE  or  passage  of  the  Bible 
rendered  into  a  colored  drawing.  Write  W  Holladay, 
711  N.  Spring  St.,  Ukiah,  CA  94582 

CASSETTE  TAPE  OF  Asian  American  Hymnal 
Festival  3/28/81  is  available,  $5.00  each.  22  exciting 
hymns  composed,  sung  and  accompanied  by  Asian 
instruments.  Ask  from  NFAAUM  office  at  330  Ellis  St.. 
Rm.  508,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 

CROSS  STITCH  OR  NEEDLEPOINT  a  5  X  7 
Methodist  symbol.  Counted  cross  stitch  kit  includes 
graph,  floss,  No.  14  aida  and  needle:  $4.00  ppd. 
Needlepoint  is  hand-painted  on  No.  14  canvas  with 
Paternayan  yam:  $8.00  ppd.  Newport  Needleworks,  39 
Touro  St.,  Newport,  RI 02840.  ■ 

WANTED:  USED  HANDBELLset  for  new  program. 
Contact.  Mrs.  Anne  Coulter,  Peakland  United 
Methodist  Church,  4434  Boonsboro  Rd.,  Lynchburg.  VA 
24503. 

ANTI-VIOLENCE  VOLUNTEERS.  National 
Coalition  on  Television  Violence  needs  office  staff  and 
monitors  for  continuing  monitoring  of  television,  both 
national  and  international,  cinema,  violence  in 
pornography,  comic  books  and  other  media  sources. 
Positions  $350  per  month  stipend  ($225  plus  food  and 
lodging)  at  new  monitoring  office  in  Champaign,  Ill. 
NCTV  supported  in  part  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  NCTV,  P.  O.  Box  647,  Decatur.  IL  62521,  or 
phone  (217  )  429-6668. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  REVIVALS  -  Rev.  Fred  R. 
Edgar.  Safe,  sound,  southern.  6427  Sondra,  Dallas.  TX 
75214.  (214  )  826-5044 

COMPUTERIZED  MAILING  LABEL  service  for 
churches.  Your  mailing  list  printed  by  computer  on 
self-adhesive  labels.  High  quality,  eBsy  updates,  zip- 
code  sorted,  economical.  For  more  information,  call  or 
write  Price  &  Associates  Computer  Service,  Rt.  1,  West 
Frankfort,  IL  62896  (  618  )  932-2019. 

WURLITZER  nine-rank  pipe  organ  for  sale  Good 
condition.  Best  offer  Contact  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  808  North  Monterey  Avenue.  Farmington,  NM 
87401.  (505  )  327-0363. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  for  straight  or  circular  pews.  Wide 
selection  of  fabrics  and  colors.  Phone  (316  )  662-0181. 
Waggoners,  Inc.,  P.  O  Box  1054,  Hutchinson.  KS 67501. 

A  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  is 
being  sought  by  Bel  Air  UMC  in  Bel  Air,  Md.  Church 
school  has  average  of  300  young  people.  Salary 
negotiable,  good  benefits.  Contact  Bell  Air  UMC,  21 
Linwood  Ave.,  Bel  Air,  MD  21014  or  call  (301)  838- 
5189. 

CHURCH  PEWS  FOR  SALE,  used,  available  in 
January,  1982  Contact  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P  O  Box  1913,  Roswell.  NM88201.  (505  )  622-1881. 

15  DAY  BIBLE  LANDS  TOUR:  Israel.  Egypt. 
Greece,  including  three  (3)  day  Aegean  Cruise  to 
Ephsus  and  Patmos,  June  14-28.  Dr  Kenneth  Johnston. 
Webster  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  698  W. 
Lockwood,  Webster  Groves.  MO  63119. 

ACCEPTING  RESUMES  for  fulltime  Director  of 
Music  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Main  and  Kansas,  Garden  City,  Kansas  67846. 
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Pressures  make  family  life  difficult 

Experts  agree  church  must  provide  more  support  for  people 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Christmas  began  with  a  family.  Perhaps  no  event  more 
than  the  birth  of  Jesus  the  Christ  as  a  baby  to  a  family  in  Bethlehem  has  pointed 
to  the  family  as  a  special  institution  blessed  by  God. 

The  Holy  Family  faced  almost  overwhelming  problems  that  first  Christmas  — 
problems  of  poverty,  overcrowded  housing,  persecution  and  the  threat  of  death. 

Yet,  that  family  prevailed.  Today’s  families,  too,  seem  sometimes  to  face  almost 
overwhelming  problems  and  pressures  —  pressures  which  many  believe  are 
eroding  and/or  destroying  family  life. 

The  Reporter  set  out  to  find  how  the  family  is  faring  this  Christmas  by  asking 
persons  regularly  involved  with  families  —  their  issues  and  problems  —  and  by 
asking  some  families  themselves.  We  also  sought  to  find  out  if  the  church  — 
with  its  faith  rooted  in  God’s  revelation  —  nurtures  or  ignores  families  related 
to  it.  The  stories  on  this  page  and  on  adjoining  pages  are  our  report. 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

A  sense  of  “rootlessness,”  the  lack  of  a 
universally  accepted  standard  of  right 
and  wrong  and  a  feeling  of  “imperma¬ 
nence”  in  relationships  are  among  the 
problems  that  make  home  less  than 
sweet  for  some  families  today. 

These  pressures  are  making  family  life 
more  difficult,  in  the  opinion  of  10  experts 
on  the  family  —  counselors,  social 
workers  and  seminar  leaders  regularly 
involved  with  United  Methodist  families 
and  ministers. 

The  Reporter  contacted  these  clergy 
and  lay  specialists  as  part  of  an  attempt  to 
learn  how  families  are  faring  when  45 
percent  interviewed  in  a  recent  national 
Gallup  survey  indicated  they  believed 
family  life  has  gotten  worse  in  the  last  15 
years. 

Another  37  percent  Gallup  interviewed, 
however,  said  family  life  has  gotten 
better  during  the  same  period. 

The  persons  interviewed  by  the  Repor¬ 
ter  indicated  that  whether  the  life  of  a 
family  is  better  or  not,  the  problems  it 
must  face  are  greater  now  than  10  years 
ago. 

“The  key  is  how  well  families  cope 
•with  the  problems  they  must  face  —  not 
an  absence  of  problems,”  said  Bob  Stew¬ 
art,  director  of  the  Timberlawn  Center 
for  Family  and  Marital  Assessment. 

The  family  as  an  institution  will  con¬ 
tinue,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
society  hasn’t  come  up  with  a  better 
means  of  rearing  children,  some  experts 


said.  All  interviewed  believe  the  church 
can  help  families  with  or  without  chil¬ 
dren  learn  to  cope  with  the  increasing 
external  pressures  which  make  family 
life  difficult  today.  > 

Family  suffers  alone 

“I  think  the  family  suffers  more  now  — 
and  it  suffers  alone  more,”  said  Dr. 
Faustina  Solis,  head  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Family  Life  Committee.  She  is  also 
an  associate  professor  of  community 
medicine  at  the  University  of  California 
at  San  Diego. 

“The  church  has  a  big  job  ministering 
to  families  because  it  has  to  cut  across  so 
many  factors  —  the  different  structures 
of  family,  different  ages  of  its  members, 
changing  values  and  mores. " 

Dr.  Solis  and  other  experts  outline 
these  causes  of  trouble  for  families : 

•  People  of  all  ages  feel  more  “root¬ 
lessness”  and  isolation  because  the  in¬ 
creased  mobility  demanded  by  the 


careers  of  many  corporate  men  and 
women  moves  them  and  their  families 
far  from  grandparents,  other  relatives 
and  hometowns. 

•  Communities  which  used  to  reflect 
one  view  of  “right  and  wrong”  based  on 
shared  standards  now  contain  a  variety 
of  ethical  and  moral  codes. 

•  External  pressures,  such  as  the  life¬ 
styles  suggested  by  slick  advertising 
campaigns  and  television  soap  operas, 
affect  each  family  member  and  tend  to 
reduce  a  family’s  control  over  the  ethical 
atmosphere  in  which  its  members’ 
values  are  formed  and  maintained. 

•  Lack  of  commitment  felt  by  many 
even  at  the  time  of  marriage  contributes 
to  what  some  feel  is  a  too-casual  ap¬ 
proach  to  family  unity  and  solidarity  — 
an  acceptance  of  “impermanence.” 

One  couple  who  have  become  special¬ 
ists  in  attacking  this  latter  problem  are 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  Seamands  of  the 
Wilmore  (Ky.)  UMC. 


Divorce  no  longer  ‘unthinkable’ 

“Even  in  our  church  families,  when 
they  begin  to  mentally  plan  their  ‘dream 
home,’  there  is  a  door  marked  ‘divorce.’ 
It  may  be  stnall,  and  it  may  be  in  the 
basement,  but  it  is  there  now.  It  used  to 
be  unthinkable,”  Mr.  Seamands  told  the 
Reporter. 

Mr.  Seamands  anc^his  wife,  Helen, 
conduct  separate  enrichment  weekends 
for  engaged  and  married  couples  and  di¬ 
vorced  individuals.  They  started  with 
those  for  married  couples  eight  years 
ago  because,  he  said,  “the  family  was 
disintegrating  right  before  our  eyes.” 

Most  experts  polled  indicated  their  be¬ 
lief  that  family  problems  are  occur¬ 
ring  in  large  measure  because  of  the 
effects  of  external  pressures  on  individ¬ 
uals  within  the  family,  not  necessarily 
because  people  are  any  less  “noble”  or 
Christian. 

Advertising  campaigns  have  so  con¬ 
vinced  family  members  that  their  prim¬ 
ary  roles  are  as  consumers  of  material 
goods  that  they  find  it  difficult  to  think  of 
themselves  in  any  other  way,  suggested 
the  Rev.  Taylor  McConnell,  a  frequent 
family  workshop  leader.  Media  blitzes 
thus  become  one  of  the  “social  systems 
that  are  throwing  great  problems  at  the 
maintenance  of  family  values,”  the 
professor  at  UM-related  Garrett  Evan¬ 
gelical  Theological  Seminary  added. 

Media  blitzes  pose  problem 

One  example  of  how  the  church  is  com¬ 
batting  such  media  blitzes  is  the  cam- 


4 Sunday  romp 9 
masks  fellowship 
of  varied  family 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

IOWA  CITY,  Iowa  —  At  the  Calloway  house,  you’re 
likely  to  hear  either  Charlie  Daniels  or  Chopin  blaring 
from  their  stereo. 

You  are,  that  is,  if  their  five  children,  ages  10-15, 
aren’t  engaged  in  a  raucous,  whooping  game  of  basket¬ 
ball  out  front.  Their  athletic  brawl  looks  to  an  outsider 
like  racial  upheaval,  but  it’s  just  a  group  of  brothers 
and  sisters  —  three  Sioux  Indians,  one  black  and  one 
white  —  enjoying  a  Sunday  evening  romp. 

Their  parents,  Mike  and  Ruth  Ann  Calloway,  both  44, 
say  they  have  a  strong  family  that  hangs  together  be¬ 
cause  each  member  respects  each  other’s  individual¬ 
ity.  And  with  their  five  adopted  children,  there’s  in¬ 
dividuality  to  spare.  They  got  their  oldest  daughter, 
Debbie,  15,  in  1968.  She  is  a  soft-spoken  black  girl. 
Jimmy,  13,  and  half  Sioux,  was  adopted  in  1969.  Betty, 
10,  who  is  white  (“one-eighth  Sioux,”  adds  her  mother) 
came  to  the  Calloways  in  1971.  Finally,  Robin,  13,  and 
BobJjie,  10,  tyftth  full-blooded  Sioux  (natural  brother 
and  sister)  were  adopted  in  1971. 

The  cross-racial,  cross-cultural  adoptions  were  not 
necessarily  intentional,  said  Ruth  Ann.  “We  didn’t 
adopt  our  kids  just  to  be  ‘do-gooders.’  We’ve  just  al¬ 
ways  been  able  to  live  with  differences  and  respect  and 
encourage  our  kids’  uniqueness.” 

A  sense  of  understanding  and  respect  for  differences 
is  clearly  a  part  of  their  lives.  Ruth  Ann  is  the  daughter 
of  a  retired  United  Methodist  minister.  Mike’s  father 
was  a  Mormon  and  his  mother  a  Christian  Scientist. 
“I  went  to  the  Methodist  church  and  then  went  to  Iowa 
Wesleyan  College.” 

Ruth  Ann  said,  “We  make  it  as  a  family  because  we 
all  share  and  respect  the  fact  that  we  are  seven  differ¬ 
ent  people.  We  don’t  have  big  problems  despite  the  dif¬ 
ferences.” 

Their  children  are  rather  proud  of  their  unique  fam¬ 
ily  and  laugh  good-naturedly  about  the  stares  they  get 
whenever  they  go  places  together.  They  said  it  does 
bother  them  when  schoolmates  tease  them  about 
having  a  black,  red  or  white  brother  or  sister. 

“Debbie  and  I  will  be  walking  to  school  together  and 
some  of  the  guys  will  say  ‘you’re  going  with  a  black 
girl?’  like  that,”  Jimmy  said,  scowling.  “And  I  say  ‘no, 
she’s  my  sister,’  and  show  a  little  force  and  they  bug 
off.  I’ve  had  to  ‘take  care’  of  a  few  people  for  teasing 
us,  but  it’s  not  bad.” 

The  children  said  they  like  doing  things  together,  and 


THE  CALLOWAY  FAMILY:  Kneeling,  Bobbie  (left)  and  Betty.  Seated,  Ruth  Ann  (left),  Jimmy,  Debbie  and 
Mike.  Standing,  Robin. 
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all  five  have  paper  routes.  “We  get  up  at  5:30  every 
morning  and  get  out  of  here,”  said  Betty. 

Togetherness  is  not  so  easy  sometimes,  however. 
Each  child  plays  a  team  sport,  and  having  a  parent  at 
all  their  meets,  games  and  tournaments  is  impossible. 
“I’m  out  for  track,”  said  Debbie.  “But  all  of  us  play 
different  sports  and  they  overlap  and  Mom  can’t  make 
it  to  everything.” 

The  kids  are  different  in  manner  as  well  as  in 
appearance.  Jimmy  is  an  avid  reader,  Debbie  is  reflec¬ 
tive,  Betty  is  lively  and  boisterous,  Robih  is  shy  and 
Bobbie  hates  to  sit  still.  Still,  Ruth  Ann  and  Mike  say 
they  like  to  encourage  the  kids  to  learn  more  about 
themselves  and  each  other.  “We  spend  time  with  them 
talking  about  their  heritage.  We  want  them  to  realize 
and  be  proud  of  what  they  are  and  at  the  same  time  be 
true  brothers  and  sisters.” 

Mike  agreed.  “We  want  the  kids  to  do  all  they  can 
and  be  all  they  can  and  try  new  things,  like  we  did.” 
After  19  years  as  a  teacher,  guidance  counselor  and 
coach  in  public  schools,  Mike  is  starting  a  career  in 
real  estate.  Ruth  Ann,  a  registered  pharmacist,  is 


working  toward  her  Master’s  degree  in  pharmacy.  She 
said  Mike  encouraged  her  to  go  back  to  school. 

“Who  says  a  woman’s  place  is  in  the  home?”  Mike 
asked.  “Ruth  Ann  wanted  to  do  this  and  I  want  her  to. 
We’re  from  Iowa  where  farm  women  have  always 
worked  side  by  side  in  the  fields  with  the  men.  It’s  not  a 
new  thing.  All  these  ‘moral’  people  screaming  about 
working  mothers  hurting  the  family  aren't  looking  at 
life  realistically.” 

The  Calloway  family  goes  to  church  (First  UMC 
here)  each  Sunday.  Ruth  Ann  stopped  singing  in  the 
choir  several  months  ago  because  Mike,  a  diabetic, 
was  recovering  from  a  mild  heart  attack.  But  she  plans 
to  rejoin  soon.  “Church  has  always  been  a  strong  sup¬ 
port  system  for  us,”  Ruth  Ann  said.  "When  Mike  was 
sick,  Dendy  (The  Rev.  Dendy  Garrett,  pastor  of  First 
UMC)  and  his  wife  and  everybody  were  just  great.” 

“Church  is  so  much  a  part  of  us,  we  go  even  when 
we’re  on  vacation  or  travelling,”  Mike  said.  “We’re 
growing  together  as  a  family  and  it’s  fun,  and  church 
and  our  faith  are  part  of  that  growth.  We’re  pretty 
happy,”  he  added. 


Professor  cites  freedom, 
responsibility  of  marriage 


Family  tradition  reigns 

4 Someone  to  depend  on 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Marriage  can  be  one  of  the 
most  “freeing”  experiences  two  people 
can  share,  says  a  United  Methodist  psy¬ 
chology  professor. 

But  with  that  freedom  comes  a  respon¬ 
sibility  many  are  not  prepared  to  face. 
And  that,  Dr.  Richard  Hunt  said,  is  at  the 
root  of  failing  marriages  in  the  1980s. 

“It  is  not  just  falling  in  love  or  having  a 
fantastic  sex  life  or  any  of  that  which 
makes  a  marriage  work.  It  takes  skill 
and  lots  of  hard  work,  and  there  is  some 
training  involved.  Both  partners  should 
have  a  strong  sense  of  responsibility  to 
uphold  their  marriage  vows,”  said  Dr. 
Hunt,  a  professor  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  here. 

“The  necessary  ingredients  for  a  good 
marriage  are  two  people  who  have  a 
sense  of  self-esteem  as  individuals,  skills 
in  interpersonal  relationships  and  prob¬ 
lem-solving  and  a  commitment  to  come 
together  as  a  team  to  make  their  mar¬ 
riage  work.” 

Dr.  Hunt  and  his  wife,  Joan,  recently 
completed  a  manual,  “Growing  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Marriage,"  in  cooperation  with  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Dr.  Hunt,  who  teaches  several  classes 
on  marriage  and  family  relationships 
said  he  is  distressed  at  the  number  of 
marriages  going  sour  “at  a  time  when 
we  know  more  than  we  ever  have  about 
everything." 

However,  he  disagrees  with  groups 
who  blame  “declining  moral  values,” 
abortion  rights  and  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  for  failing  marriages. 
Never  mind  the  outside  stimuli,  Dr.  Hunt 
said.  A  marriage  is  kaput  only  when  both 


partners  destroy  their  relationship. 
There  is  almost  never  an  innocent  party. 
“A  marriage  fails  when  the  partners  are 
unable  to  forgive  one  another  and  can’t 
give  each  other  emotional  support.  They 
have  not  learned  to  love  completely." 

"The  Family  Protection  Acts  some 
groups  are  trying  to  push  in  Congress 
will  not  protect  the  family,”  he  said.  “No 
matter  how  many  laws  are  passed  con¬ 
cerning  marriage  and  the  family,  the 
government  can’t  legislate  closeness. 
Neither  can  the  church,  but  we  can  give 
people  a  forum  in  which  to  learn  about 
loving. 

"If  we  as  Christians  are  really  serious 
about  preserving  marriages  and  fam¬ 
ilies,  we  need  to  train  our  ministers  to  do 
a  better  job  of  counseling.  The  church  is 
valuable  in  giving  help  to  families  in 
trouble,  counseling  couples  planning  to 
marry  and  in  supporting  public  school 
and  media  efforts  in  developing  good 
family  life  and  marriage  programs,"  he 
said. 

Dr.  Hunt  said  the  church  is  more 
equipped  than  any  other  institution  in 
society  for  teaching  couples  how  to  build 
a  successful  life  together. 

“But  I  think  we  should  see  each  other  as 
of  the  ‘other  sex.’  What  if  the  two  sexes 
are  two  faces  of  God?  We  are  made  in  the 
image  of  God  and  need  to  be  aware  of 
that,”  Dr.  Hunt  said. 

“If  marriage  is  a  holy  sacrament  be¬ 
tween  two  people  created  in  God’s 
image,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  church  to 
come  at  marital  problems  from  that 
standpoint.  Marriage  then  is  not  an  inter¬ 
ruption  of  our  Christian  lives  but  a  part  of 
them,”  he  said. 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HIGH  POINT,  N.C.  —  In  the  Voelkerts’ 
modest  but  cozy  living  room  above  the 
fireplace,  there  are  framed  pictures  of 
grand-parents,  great-grandparents  and 
great-great  grandparents. 

A  wall  hanging  of  “The  Lord’s 
Prayer,"  embroidered  in  their  ancestral 
German,  hangs  above  the  kitchen  table. 

The  Voelkerts  have  family  reunions 
every  few  years,  trim  the  tree  together  at 
Christmas  time  and  fly  the  flag  on  the 
Fourth.  Their  family  has  a  definable 
strength: 

Tradition .  .  . 

Herb  and  Barbara  Voelkert  consider 
themselves  fortunate,  and  to  most  people 
they  are.  Despite  the  “dangers”  which 
many  people  see  as  threatening  the 
American  family  —  high  divorce  rates, 
abortion  rights,  and  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  —  Herb,  Barbara  and  their 
three  children  have  made  it  —  still  are 
making  it  as  a  family.  They  credit  the 
church,  luck,  tradition  and  a  familial 
sense  of  order. 

“From  the  beginning,  Barbara  and  I 
wanted  to  give  our  children  a  sense  of 
security,”  Herb,  59,  said.  “We  live  by 
rules  in  this  family." 

Barbara,  56,  agrees.  “It  just  gave  us 
all  a  certain  security  to  have  some  things 
constant.  We  ate  supper  every  night  at 
six  o’clock.  On  Sunday  mornings,  we  got 
up  and  went  to  church  (Lutheran  — 
Missouri  Synod)  together.  It  was  never 
any  problem  or  hard  rule  that  we  had  to 
enforce,  we  just  did  it.” 

In  some  families,  too  many  rules  may 
spark  rebellion  and  resentment,  but 
apparently  not  with  the  Voelkert  kids. 
Sally,  21,  says  she  and  her  sister  Debbie, 
30,  and  brother  Dan,  32,  appreciate  the 


security  which  their  parents’  sense  of 
permanence  gave  to  them.  “We’ve  had  a 
strong  base  to  go  from,”  Sally  said.  “We 
know  that  we  are  loved,  and  that  our 
parents  love  each  other,  and  it’s  nice  to 
go  home.  When  I  tell  some  of  my  friends 
my  parents  have  been  married  for  34 
years,  they  say  ‘My  God,  how  could  they 
stay  together?’  ” 

They  are  a  solid  family,  but  they’ve 
had  their  problems,  disappointments  and 
disruptions.  In  1975,  Herb,  a  salesman, 
lost  his  job  when  his  company  was  sold. 
Barbara  went  to  work  as  a  health  and 
safety  systems  coordinator  at  Burlington 
Industries.  Herb  is  working  again  and 
Barbara  still  works  part-time. 

“My  life  is  so  different  than  what  I 
thought  it  would  be  at  56,”  she  said.  “I 
always  thought  I  would  stay  at  home,  but 
I’m  enjoying  a  career,  though  there  were 
some  problems  for  both  of  us  when  our 
roles  changed.” 

The  sense  of  order  and  pattern  were 
further  disrupted  in  1977  when  Barbara’s 
mother  came  to  live  with  them.  She  was 
ill,  had  lived  alone  in  Indiana  and  was 
becoming  senile.  Barbara  and  her  sister 
decided  “Nana”  should  move  to  North 
Carolina. 

“Herb  suggested  building  an 
apartment  onto  our  house,  and  Mother 
moved  in,”  Barbara  said. 

She  remembers  feeling  tension.  “I  had 
misgivings  about  the  move  because  my 
mother  and  I  never  really  got  along.  She 
was  always  critical  of  me,  I  felt,” 
Barbara  said.  “After  she  moved  in,  I 
think  outsiders  were  more  understanding 
of  her  failures  than  I  was.  It  was  difficult 
for  me  to  accept  that  she  just  couldn’t 
think  clearly  anymore." 

Herb  recalled  the  family’s  anxiety 
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One  artist's  rendering  of  the  Holy  Family 


paign  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  help  people  celebrate 
Christmas  less  commercially. 

“We  have  to  engage  people’s  minds  in 
an  all-out  battle  to  show  them  that  there 
are  alternative  ways  to  celebrate  Christ¬ 
mas,"  Dr.  McConnell  explained. 

Among  the  other  external  forces  buf¬ 
feting  family  members  which  the  experts 
identified  were  rising  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse,  sexual  permissiveness  and  the 
lifestyles  suggested  —  and,  by  implica¬ 
tion,  approved  of  —  in  advertising,  tele¬ 
vision  and  movies. 

“The  family  is  really  not  able  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  amount  of  control  within  itself 
that  it  once  was  able  to  do,”  Family  Life 
chairperson  Dr.  Solis  said. 

A  lack  of  homogeneity  in  society  — 
“givens”  or  behavior  expectations 
generally  accepted  by  everyone  in  one’s 
home  community  —  creates  its  own  pres¬ 
sures  on  the  family,  explained  Marian 
Wood,  a  marriage  and  family  therapist 
in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  who  frequently  does 
family  seminars  for  United  Methodists. 

The  granddaughter  of  a  UM  minister, 
Ms.  Wood  says  that  within  a  church  com¬ 
munity,  a  family  should  be  able  to  find  a 
“coherent  system  of  beliefs  within  which 
they  can  live.  Having  goals  higher  than 
required  for  one’s  own  basic  survival  is 
incredibly  important  —  and  that’s  what’s 
missing  in  a  lot  of  people’s  lives.” 

Church  can  be  ‘family’ 

Providing  support  for  people  — 
becoming  the  extended  family  which 
career  moves  force  many  to  leave  behind 
—  is  one  area  in  which  the  church  is  par¬ 
ticularly  suited,  several  counselors  said. 

“A  lot  of  churches  are  looking  at  the 
extended  family,  where  members  per¬ 
manently  care  for  each  other,  as  a  model 
way  for  the  church  to  function,”  Dr. 
McConnell  said. 

Dr.  Solis  said  that  while  family  enrich¬ 
ment  workshops  have  their  place  within 
churches,  there  is  no  substitute  for  in¬ 
dividual  members  and  families  relating 
to  each  other  in  a  caring  environment. 

“I  wonder  how  many  people  really 
know  who  is  hurting  in  their  church  fam¬ 
ily,”  she  wondered  aloud  in  a  telephone 
interview.  “People  keep  such  feelings  to 
themselves,”  she  said,  “because  they 
sometimes  fear  their  problems  might 
cause  ostracism  and  criticism.” 

“The  single  most  important  thing 
churches  can  do  now  is  to  augment  the 
function  of  families  in  stressful  times,” 
said  Mr.  Stewart,  who  has  prepared 
family-related  programs  for  local  United 
Methodist  Churches  and  for  the  UMC’s 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

What  he  means  is  that  the  church 
needs  to  provide  some  practical  help  in 
such  family  functions  as  child-rearing. 
Examples  of  this,  which  some  local 
churches  are  doing,  include  “parenting” 
workshops,  family  enrichment  retreats 
and  providing  good  day  care  which  even 
the  poorest  of  working  parents  can  afford. 


Mr.  Stewart  explained  that  he  has  “a 
very  healthy  appreciation  for  the  church 
and  religious  systems.”  He  added,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  has  yet  to  see  evidence  that 
using  only  “moralistic  approaches"  to 
family  problems  provides  as  many  good 
results  as  practical  assistance  in 
meeting  daily  needs. 

Preaching  has  a  place 

A  local  pastor  said  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view  that  preaching  also  has  an  impor¬ 
tant  place  in  helping  families  face  ethical 
dilemmas  and  that  he  wouldn’t  “rule  out 
the  power  of  the  pulpit  in  helping  people 
to  see  the  other  side  of  a  question. " 

The  Rev.  Orion  N.  Hutchinson  Jr.  of  the 
Wesley  Memorial  UMC  in  High  Point, 
N.C.,  said  the  church  should  “infuse  into 
practical  dilemmas  a  concept  of  eternity, 
a  sense  of  looking  at  things  from  a  long- 
range  viewpoint  rather  than  making  im¬ 
pulse  decisions.” 

Strengthening  ministers’  counseling 
skills  to  better  prepare  them  for  when 
parishioners  or  others  seek  help  in  deci- 


Social  principles 
define  ‘family’ 

“We  believe  the  family  to  be  the 
basic  human  community  through 
which  persons  are  nurtured  and  sus¬ 
tained  in  mutual  love,  responsibility, 
respect  and  fidelity.  We  understand 
the  family  as  encompassing  a  wider 
range  of  options  than  that  of  a  two- 
generational  unit  of  parents  and 
children  (the  nuclear  family),  in¬ 
cluding  the  extended  family,  fam¬ 
ilies  with  adopted  children,  single 
parents,  couples  without  children.” 

sion-making  is  one  way  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  is  attempting  to  pro¬ 
vide  family  support. 

“Problems  that  affect  families  are  in¬ 
creasing  at  an  alarming  rate,  and  the 
minister  in  the  local  church  is  the  key 
person  in  the  community  to  provide 
help,”  said  the  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield, 
chairperson  of  the  Louisiana  confer¬ 
ence’s  Committee  on  Human  Relations 
which  recently  sponsored  its  first  family 
counseling  workshop  for  pastors. 

While  more  than  one  person  polled  by 
the  Reporter  affirmed  that  the  adage 
“the  family  that  prays  together  stays  to¬ 
gether”  is  valid,  most  agreed  that  prayer 
alone  is  not  enough.  Openness  —  the 
ability  to  solve  problems  together  and  to 
talk  with  each  other  about  both  the  good 
and  bad  in  each  other’s  lives  —  is  vital, 
they  suggest. 

“People  need  open  communication 
with  each  other  —  and  with  God”  as  well, 
said  the  Rev.  James  Doty,  a  family  coun¬ 
selor  in  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  He  heads  the 
World  Methodist  Council’s  Family  Life 
Committee. 


HIGH  POINT,  N.C.  —  The  Voelkert  family  enjoy  their  latest  wedding  reception. 
Shown  are:  daughter  Sally  (left),  Herb,  Barbara,  son  Dan  and  wife  Neva,  son-in-law 
Shannon  Jones  and  wife  Debbie. 


after  Nana  came  to  live  with  them.  “It 
was  a  source  of  some  irritation,  but  it 
was  worth  it.  She  was  a  part  of  our  family 
and  she  needed  us.  That’s  part  of  what  it 
means  to  have  a  family  —  someone  to 
depend  on.” 

Nana  grew  more  ill  and  was  moved  to  a 
nursing  home  just  blocks  from  her 
daughter’s  home  in  1980.  She  died  in  July. 

The  church  has  .been  a  source  of  unity, 
support  and  sometimes  problems  for  the 
Voelkerts,  “since  it  traditionally  has 
been  so  much  a  part  of  us,”  Barbara 
said.  “When  the  kids  were  young  after 
we  moved  to  High  Point  from  Indiana, 
we  joined  a  small,  struggling  church. 
They  needed  us  and  we  needed  them,  so 
we  went  right  to  work.”  They  later 
changed  churches,  but  their  attendance 
as  a  family  has  been  faithful. 

About. six  months  ago.  however,  Herb 
stopped  going  to  church  regularly.  There 
were  several  reasons,  including  his 
growing  disillusionment  with  the 
organized  church’s  activity  in  the 


political  arena. 

“But  my  not  going  does  not  disturb  my 
belief  that  Jesus  died  for  me.”  He  said  he 
is  simply  going  through  a  period  —  which 
many  people  go  through  —  when  he  must 
re-evaluate  what  the  church  means  to 
him.  He  said  he’s  seen  many  young 
adults  go  through  this,  adding  “I’m  just 
starting  later.” 

“My  faith  is  still  strong,  and  I  know  I 
can  express  my  faith  more  and  gain 
more  from  Christian  fellowship  in  the 
church,”  he  said.  “Whatever  I’m  going 
through,  I  know  it  will  only  be  a  matter  of 
time  before  I  go  back.”  He  said  his 
church  had  not  made  a  concerted  effort 
to  understand  or  help  him  thrbugh  his 
dilemma . 

Barbara  admitted  Herb’s 
disillusionment  troubled  her  at  first,  but 
she  is  understanding.  “Our  belief  is  so 
much  a  part  of  us,  I  guess  we  sometimes 
take  the  church  for  granted.  ” 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON; 
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F aith  Hakes  over’  for  widow 


Mother  and  daughter  ‘do  just  fine 


M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer  — 

IRVING,  Tex.  —  Ten  years  ago,  when 
Mary  Kinsey’s  husband  died  leaving  her 
with  an  18-month-old  daughter,  “1  was 
bitter.” 

"I  was  resentful  at  first.  I  asked,  ‘Why 
me,  Lord?’  I  guess  everyone  goes 
through  that  at  First  —  wondering  why 
my  loving  God  would  let  this  happen  to 


Mary  and  Shanna  Kinsey 


me.  But  then  your  faith  takes  over  and 
helps  you  get  your  life  back  together,” 
Ms.  Kinsey  said. 

As  the  sole  parent  of  daughter  Shanna, 
12,  Ms.  Kinsey  said  her  faith  in  Christ 
and  her  participation  in  church  have 
made  the  job  of  single  parenting  easier. 
She  and  her  daughter  share  in  the 
responsibilities,  the  joy  and  the  tears. 
“We’ve  been  mother  and  daughter  and 
best  friends,”  she  said.  Shanna  is  active 
in  youth  activities  at  (Plymouth  Park 
United  Methodist)  church.  We  do  just 
fine.” 

Ms.  Kinsey’s  career  as  administrative 
assistant  at  a  local  bank  keeps  her 
hopping  so  mother  and  daughter  share  in 
the  housework  and  the  yardwork.  “Now 
Shanna  is  old  enough  to  stay  at  home 
alone,  but  when  she  was  younger  we  got 
up  every  morning,  ate  breakast  and  went 
to  the  nursery,”  Ms.  Kinsey  said.  She  and 
Shanna  have  learned  how  to  make 
general  repairs  around  the  house.  “We 
both  have  learned  how  to  run  things,” 
she  said. 

Although  she  admits  raising  Shanna 
alone  has  not  been  easy  for  either  one  of 
them,  Ms.  Kinsey  said  she  “doesn’t  feel 
cheated.” 

“I  think  Shanna  would  delight  in 
having  a  Daddy,  but  we  are  a  family  too, 
and  she  knows  she’s  loved.  Besides,  we 
do  lots  of  things  together  —  fishing, 


Mother  says  faith  is  key 
to  family’s  survival 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Ruth  Rodriguez  says  her 
faith  has  taught  her  “not  to  be  afraid  of 
anything.” 

"I  have  my  church  and  my  parents  and 
I  know  we’re  going  to  make  it,”  Ms. 
Rodrigez,  39,  said.  A  lifelong  member  of 
Emanu-El  United  Methodist  Church  and 
a  widow  of  three  years,  Ms.  Rodriguez 
serves  as  both  mother  and  father  to  her 
two  sons  and  a  daughter,  from  two 
previous  marriages  both  of  which  ended 
in  divorce.  Her  family  life  historically  has 
been  rough,  but  she  said  her  greatest 
source  of  support  during  trying  times 
has  come  from  her  church.  After  her 
third  husband  died,  she  and  her  family 
moved  in  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chaney  Rogers,  and  she  continued  her 
life  as  a  devoted  single  parent  and 
daughter. 

“The  people  at  church  were  so  good  to 
us  —  like  family,”  she  said.  “After  my 
husband  died,  they  said  ‘don’t  forget 
your  church,’  and  I  didn’t.  That 
involvement  has  helped  the  children 
especially  in  the  adjustment.”  All  three 
children  attend  Sunday  school.  Maria;  10, 
is  the  president  of  her  class  and  serves  as 
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camping,  things  that  many  families  with 
two  parents  don’t  make  time  for.  It’s  the 
way  you  spend  your  time  together  that 
counts  —  not  how  many  people  you  have 
in  your  family,”  she  said. 

She  admits  the  pressures  of  single 
parenting  have  not  all  been  so  easily 
dealt  with  but  says  she  has  relied  on  her 
local  church.  “Dave  (the  Rev.  David 
Shawver)  and  I  are  close.  He’s  always 
been  willing  to  share  his  time  with  me 
when  I  need  to  talk  things  over.  He’s  a 
real  friend.” 

She  also  has  the  support  of  her  parents 
and  in-laws  who  live  in  her  native 
Arkansas.  Shanna  visits  both  sets  of 
grandparents  each  summer  and  they 
visit  Ms.  Kinsey  and  Shanna  at  least  once 
a  year. 

Ms.  Kinsey  said  although  families  are 
taking  on  different  configurations  via 
adoption,  divorce,  etc.,  she  sees  the  basic 
concept  of  “family”  as  an  indelible  asset 
to  our  society,  and  that’s  good. 

“I  believe  no  outside  force  can  shake 
the  foundation  you  lay  for  your  children. 
It’s  easy  to  blame  outside  things  and  say 
you’re  a  victim  of  circumstance.  But 
having  faith  and  teaching  your  children 
to  have  faith  and  some  basic  values 
sticks  with  them.  I  think  Shanna ’s  going 
to  be  all  right  because  of  the  way  she’s 
been  brought  up.” 


Christmas  is  ‘Day  for  Dancing’ for  area  churches 

DALLAS  —  A  dance-choral  work  based  on  old  Christmas  carols  by  Lloyd  Pfautsch  called  "A  Day  for  Dancing”  has  become  a 
holiday  worship  tradition  in  this  area  with  performances  at  United  Methodist,  Episcopal  and  Christian  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
churches. 

“In  the  Middle  Ages  dance  was  a  common  way  to  express  religious  feelings,”  explains  choreographer  Jerry  Bywaters 
Cochran,  and  in  medieval  times  to  “carol”  meant  to  dance.  “It  has  been  only  in  fairly  recent  times  that  the  carol  has  been 
thought  of  as  a  purely  vocal  form.”  She  heads  the  modern  dance  program  at  Texas  Christian  University. 

The  nine-part  worship  service  begins  with  Old  Testament  prophecy,  and  traces  the  story  through  Gabriel’s  appearance  to 
Mary,  the  angels’  announcement  of  Jesus’  birth,  the  adoration  of  kings  and  the  bringing  of  gifts,  texas Christian  university  photo 


Home  is  where  they’re  accepted 

Family  finds  church  undergirding 


an  acolyte.  Ms.  Rodriguez  and  her 
mother  are  members  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women. 

Mrs.  Rogers  said  she  welcomed  her 
daughter’s  decision  to  move  back  home. 
"Ruth  is  the  best  mother  and  father  to 
those  children.  But  we  wanted  to  have 
them  close  after  she  was  left  alone.  We 
are  getting  older,  too.  They  needed  us 
and  we  needed  them.” 

Joe,  18,  the  eldest  said  “You  get  used  to 
not  having  a  father,  and  my  mother  is 
really  good  to  us.  If  I  were  rating,  I’d  say 
my  family  is  a  definite  ‘10.’  ’’  Joe  says 
that  his  faith  and  church  involvement  are 
especially  important  as  he  tries  to  guide 
Maria  and  his  younger  brother,  Roger, 
15. 

“I  feel  responsible.  Whatever  I  do,  they 
do,  so  I  have  to  set  a  good  example.  If 
they  see  us  going  to  church  now,  they’ll 
go  when  they  grow  up,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Rodriguez,  a  salesperson  at 
Neiman  Marcus  for  two  years,  said  that 
when  her  husband  died  she  came  home 
and  sat  for  a  year.  “You  just  don’t  know 
how  it  feels  to  be  left  completely  alone. 
You  don’t  want  to  see  anybody.  You  don’t 
want  to  work,  you  don’t  want  to  dress  up 
or  even  get  up  in  the  morning.”  She  now 
enjoys  little  outings  and  church  parties, 
even  if  she  does  feel  a  little  self-conscious 
about  being  single  among  so  many 
couples. 

She  gazes  pensively  at  the  warmly  lit 
Christmas  tree  in  her  parents’ 
comfortable  home.  “I  guess  without  my 
family  and  my  faith,  I  wouldn’t  have 
made  it.”  When  asked  to  respond  to 
claims  by  some  that  the  family  as  an 
institution  is  an  endangered  species,  she 
said  the  amount  of  faith  a  family  has  will 
decide  the  family’s  fate. 


THREE  GENERATIONS  —  Standing, 
left,  Ms.  Ruth  Rodriguez  and  her  mother, 
Ms.  Chaney  Rogers.  Seated  Ms.  Rod¬ 
riguez’  son,  Joe  Casarez,  and  daughter, 
Maria  Acosta.  (Not  shown,  son  Roger 
Acosta.) 

“Religion  and  love  have  so  much  to  do 
with  it,”  she  said.  "If  you  have  a  family 
that’s  strong'  in  the  faith  and  who  try  to 
understand  each  other,  you  can’t  be  pulled 
apart  by  anything.  You’ll  have  problems 
that  will  make  you  bend  —  like  death  or 
divorce  —  but  you  won’t  break.  It’s  an 
old  saying,  but  I  sure  do  believe  that 
the  family  that  prays  together .  . 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DUNCANVILLE,  Tex.  -  For  the 
Triggs  family,  home  is  a  place  to  unwind, 
to  share  ideas  and  to  store  up  confidence 
for  the  next  day  "out  in  the  real  world.” 

“We  have  a  whole  set  of  individuals  to 
learn  from  in  our  family,”  said  Lee 
Triggs,  34,  a  tall,  willowy  father  of  three 
boys.  “As  a  family  we  talk  to  each  other 
and  listen  to  each  other  and  share  moral 
support.  The  kids  will  get  their  share  of 
criticisms  and  pats  on  the  back  from 
society  —  that’s  life  —  but  home  is  the 
place  where  they’re  loved  and  accepted, 
no  matter  what.” 

Lee,  his  wife,  Michelle,  34,  and  their 
three  sons  are  a  young  black  family  who 
find  their  strength  by  mixing  some  fam¬ 
ily  traditions  with  “just  being  laid  back,” 
Lee  said.  On  the  Sunday  afternoon  of  this 
interview  they  all  sat  down  together  for 
dinner,  prayer  was  said  and  plates  were 
passed.  But  the  fare  was  tacos  —  family 
favorite  —  not  roast  beef,  potatoes  and 
gravy.  The  dress  was  casual,  the  tele¬ 
vision  set  was  on  and  the  conversation 
was  relaxed. 

The  Triggs  recently  moved  to  this  sub¬ 
urb  of  Dallas  from  their  native  Los 
Angeles.  A  short  time  later,  Michelle 
gave  birth  to  their  third  son,  Ryan.  Since 
their  move,  Lee  and  Michelle  said,  their 
church  attendance  and  involvement  has 
picked  up  and  they’re  glad.  They  first 
joined  St.  Luke  Community  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas  at  the  invitation  of 
one  of  Lee’s  co-workers. 


Sundays  are  clearly  family  days.  They 
go  to  church  and  spend  the  rest  of  the  day 
“cooling  out”  at  home.  Lee  Otis  Jr.,  13, 
kicks  and  passes  a  football  with  neigh¬ 
borhood  kids  in  the  front  yard  of  their 
new  home  in  a  growing,  upper-middle 
class  suburb.  Scott,  8,  the  shy  one, 
bounds  into  the  back  yard  and  pushes  a 
wheelbarrow  recklessly  across  the  yard, 
followed  by  the  family’s  German 
shepherd. 

Both  Michelle  and  Lee  agreed  that  the 
discipline  of  regular  church  attendance 


THE  TRIGGS  FAMILY:  Baby  boy 
Ryan  and,  clockwise  from  lower  left, 
Scott,  Lee  Jr.,  Michelle  and  Lee. 


Yule  trees  part  of  one  family's  past 


By  EDWIN  H.  MAYNARD 

When  are  people  at  their  cheerful  best? 

High  on  the  list  has  got  to  be  when 
shopping  for  the  family  Christmas  tree. 

At  least  that  was  the  experience  of  the 
Maynard  family  during  a  dozen  years  of 
selling  cut-your-own  Christmas  trees 
from  our  backyard. 

Oh  yes,  we  encountered  family  argu¬ 
ments.  But  they  were  of  the  friendly  sort. 

"I  like  this  tree.” 

“Yuk!  You  call  that  a  pretty  tree?” 

“It  has  personality.” 

So  while  a  family  disputes  tree 
personalities,  and  whether  a  flat  side  is  a 
drawback  or  asset  ( “It  will  save  space  to 
put  the  flat  side  against  the  wall”),  the 
discreet  salesperson  nonchalantly 
inventories  adjacent  stock  and  avoids 
taking  sides.  Nine  times  in  10  the 
argument  will  subside  and,  consensus 
achieved,  the  happy  family  will  break 
out  the  Scout  hatchet  and  movie  camera 
for  their  ritual  of  cutting  the  tree. 

We  hadn’t  set  out  to  become  Christmas 
tree  farmers,  but  in  1962  we  moved  to 
Northbrook,  Ill.,  and  bought  one  and  a 
half  acres,  with  the  house,  garden  and 
most  everything  else  concentrated  on  the 
front  half.  What  to  do  with  the  back? 
Family  council  decided  on  trees.  The 
children  then  aged  14,  11,  9  and  6,  were 
influenced  by  the  rumor  that  there  was 
not  a  lot  of  work  involved. 

So  the  next  spring  we  ordered 
seedlings  from  a  nursery  in  Michigan 
and  began  digging  holes.  By  the  time  we 
had  dug  and  planted  —  and  then  carried 
water  all  summer  long  —  the  kids  were 
sure  the  rumor  was  wrong.  But  by  then 
we  were  committed.  And  it  turned  out 
that,  once  established,  the  trees  really 
did  not  require  a  lot  of  care.  There  was 
occasional  pruning  to  prevent  misshapen 
growth,  topping  the  spruce  to  keep  them 
from  growing  too  fast,  and  picking  out 
center  pine  buds  to  make  the  branches 
fill  out.  That  was  about  it,  except  for 
several  mowings  each  summer  as 
precaution  against  fire. 

From  the  start  the  project  belonged  to 
the  children,  with  proceeds  dedicated  to 
college  money.  They  performed  the  tree 
care  and  sold  the  crop  in  December,  with 
occasional  assists  from  Mom  and  Dad. 
The  income  wasn’t  enough  for  big 
expenses  like  tuition,  but  it  was  welcome 
help  for  books  or  incidental  expenses. 

Over  a  period  of  four  or  five  years  we 
planted  almost  every  spring,  until  the 
boys  complained  there  was  not  going  to 
be  any  space  left  for  baseball.  So  we 
stopped  planting.  But  the  crops 
continued. 


And  as  the  trees  grew,  so  did  the 
children.  First  Ray  slipped  off  to  attend 
North  Central  and  family  council 
awarded  him  the  meager  proceeds  of 
those  early  crops.  Then  Wesley  picked 
Southern  Illinois  and  headed  downstate. 
Proceeds  had  to  be  divided.  Mary 
decided  on  Lawrence  and  later 
University  of  Puget  Sound,  so  she 
claimed  her  portion.  And  then  —  how 
could  it  happen  so  soon?  —  Judy,  the 
youngest,  was  off  to  Illinois  Wesleyan. 

Then  one  year  the  church  agency  for 
which  I  work  offered  me  a  transfer  to 
Dayton,  Ohio  requiring  a  family  move. 
We  rang  up  a  long-time  Christmas  tree 
customer  and  in  the  end  they  bought 
the  tree  farm,  house  and  all. 

But  even  with  loving  hands  the  trees 


did  not  survive.  Within  months  the 
developers  were  moving  in  and  the  trees 
planted  by  childish  hands  were  falling  to 
the  bulldozer  of  suburban  sprawl. 

It  was  a  wrenching  sight  on  a  visit  back 
to  the  old  neighborhood.  My  spirits 
brightened,  though,  when  I  looked  in  the 
front  lawn  of  one  of  the  new  houses. 
There,  standing  in  asymmetrical  glory 
with  the  yard  landscaped  around  it,  stood 
one  of  our  ungainly  Scotch  pines,  just 
where  we  had  planted  it. 

Mr.  Maynard,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Communication  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  reports 
whenever  his  family  gathers,  the  trees 
are  almost  sure  to  come  up  in 
conversation. 


has  helped  their  family  find  another  way 
to  share  together  during  their  busy  week. 
“I’m  working  late  a  lot,  and  the  boys 
have  school  and  ball  games,  and 
Michelle  is  busy  with  the  baby,  and  it’s 
just  good  to  be  together  at  church,”  Lee 
said. 

He  said  going  to  church  has  also  helped 
him  find  a  sense  of  order  and  perspective 
in  his  own  life.  “I’ve  finally  found  a  way 
to  appreciate  God  through  the  church,” 
he  said.  "Always  before  I  had  adopted 
my  own  philosophy  about  religion,  and  it 
was  made  up  of  misconceptions  about  the 
organized  church.  Now  I’ve  found  in  this 
church  a  way  of  saying,  expressing  and 
living  what  I  believe.  I  see  how  it  all  fits 
together.” 

For  a  black  family,  Lee  said,  church¬ 
going  and  a  strong  sense  of  family  com¬ 
bine  as  a  very  important  basis  of 
strength.  A  vice-president  of  advertising 
for  a  beauty  products  company,  he  said 
economic  struggles  and  his  drive  for 
economic  survival  have  been  necessary 
but  have  often  placed  a  strain  on  his 
marital  and  family  relations.  He  owned 
his  own  business  in  Los  Angeles  and 
spent  so  much  time  and  energy  trying  to 
make  it  go  that,  as  Michelle  said,  “We 
almost  broke  up  over  it.” 

He  credits  Michelle’s  strong  sense  of 
family  and  support  for  holding  their  mar¬ 
riage  together  during  troubled  times. 
“She  knew  what  I  was  trying  to  do  and 
kept  the  lines  of  communications  open  so 
we  made  it,”  Lee  said.  “And  now,  since 
the  move,  things  are  more  relaxed.  I 
don’t  think  we  really  would  have  split  up, 
but  we’ve  learned  to  talk  things  over.” 

Both  he  and  Michelle  said  the  family  in 
general  will  survive  as  “the"  institution 
but  that  people  must  learn  to  bend  so 
they  won’t  break. 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Director  of  Youth  Ministries 

Church  with  multiple  staff  soaking  ex¬ 
perienced  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  picture,  biographic 
Information,  resume  and  references  to: 
Committee  Chairman,  9627  Richmond  A*#., 
Houston ,  TX  77063. _ 
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Be  Ready  for  April  15! 


Income  tax  seminars  for  clergy  are  being 
held  throughout  the  U.S.  to  help  ministers 
in  their  preparation  of  1981  Income  Taxes. 

With  information  on:  tax  treatment  for 
parsonage  or  housing  allowances;  report¬ 
ing  self-employed  or  employee  income; 


special  self-employment  and  FICA  tax  rules; 
reporting  professional  expenses;  the  impli¬ 
cations  of  the  Economic  Recovery  Act  of 
1981;  and  an  Income  Tax  Preparation 
Workshop.  Each  seminar  will  be  led  by  a 
qualified  CPA. 


DATES  and  locations 

rtl  Mmlnin  are  from  9:30-4t30) 


January  11: 

Columbia,  SC 
Columbus,  OH 
Denver 

January  12: 

Charlotte 
_  .Cincinnati 
l/5«  Moines 
/ 1 \  Memphis 
Phoenix 
Arlington,  VA 
Dallas 

January  13: 

Dallas 

Indianapolis 


JOf 

Hollywood,  CA 
Minneapolis 
Raleigh 
Baltimore 


j(S  DATES  AND  LOCATIONS 


CALL  NOW 
TO  REGISTER  FOR 
THE  INCOME  TAX  SEMINARS 
ESPECIALLY  FOR  CLERGY 


(All  seminars  are  from  9:30-4:30) 


January  14: 

Birminghj 
Ft.  Wo! 


Sl.R 


January  18: 

Atlanta 
Canton 
Jacksonville 
j  San  Francisco 


egistration  U  $49.00  per  person  (which 
includes  course  materials,  lunch,  and  breaks). 
For  specific  locations  or  to  register  for  any  of 
the  following  seminars,  call  your  Cokesbury 
Regional  Service  Center. 

Enrollment  is  limited,  and  pre-registration  is 
necessary. 


January  19: 

Atlanta 
,  Chicago 
Kansas  City 
Pittsburgh 
Tampa 

January  20: 

Pompano  Beach,  FL 
Harrisburg 
Madison,  Wl 
Oklahoma  City 
San  Antonio 
Syracuse 

January  21 : 

Atlanta 
Little  Rock 
Philadelphia 


January  22: 

Jackson,  MS 
Nashua,  NH 


January  26: 

Batpn  Rouge 
'etroit 
iuston 
Richmond 


1 


January  27: 

Houston 


January  28: 

Houston 


1661  Nortf)  Hit 

[  Riflaf.  I^6°°68 
3T2/59? 


ighway 
60068 
9^4411 


1600  Queen  AMie  Road 
P  O  Be(f  30»7 
Teaneck,  NJ  07666 
201/837  2691 


201  Eighth  Avenue,4pi^h 
P  O  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
615/749-6113 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 
415/692  3562 


1910  Maih  Street 
P  O  Box  298 
Dallas,  TX  75221 
214/748-8711 


